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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 14th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEBS SWOBN : 

Mr. Panambur Baghavandra Ban, M.L.A. (Financial Commissioner, 
Eailways); and 

Mr. John Carson Nixon, M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWBES. 

Cancellation of a Passport granted to Sirdar Harbans Singh, 

A Merchant of Sistan. 

747. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the passport granted to 
S. Harbans Singh, Indian merchant of Sistan in 1923 has been since can- 
celled? 

(b) Was any application for the grant of a fresh passport made by the 
said person? If so, with what result? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) Yes, Sir. In 1924 th(‘ passport granted to 
S. Harbans Singh w’as cancelled, 

(b) Yes, Sir. It was refused. 

Subsidy paid for the Mail Motor Service between Salem and Athur. 

748. *Mr. XTppi Saheb Bahadur (on behalf of Mr. D.- E. Lahiri 

Chaudhury): (a) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Salem, paid on his own authority the subsidy from March, 1931, for the 
mail motor service betvrecn Salem \nd Athur to a certain motor bus 
proprietor of his own choice? 

(b) Are Government aware that there was no regular contract between 
Government and this proprietor of the motor bus service ? 

(c) If the replies to the above be in the affirmative, are Government 
satisfied that the action of the Superintendent of Post Offices, Salem, in 
paying a subsidy to a motor bus service proprietor without any formal 
contract with the latter is in order? 

(d) Is it a fact that the authority of the Postmaster General is neces- 
sary for such a transaction? If so, was it obtained by the Superin- 
tendent of Post Offices, Salem? If not, do Government propose to take 
any action against the latter? If not, why not? 

Hr. T. Byan: Information is being collected and will be placed on the 
table of the House in due course. 

( 1923 ) A 
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Paucity of Muslims Appointed to the Office of the Deputy 
Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

749. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that 30 appointments have very recently been made 
in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
Delhi; if not, will Government be pleased to give the correet number? 

(6) If the reply to part (a) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that out of the total 30 
appointments, only four have been given to Muslims; if not, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the correct number of Muslims appointed? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) above is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whetlier the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, disregarded the instructions of the Home Department for the 
recruitment of Muslims in his olfice? If so, what action is proposed to 
be taken against the Deputy Accountant General? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Enquiry is being made and a 
reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Appointment of Muslims in Civil Accounts Offices. 

750. ’“Mr, M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the (Controller of Civil Accounts has issued 
instructions to the different Accountants General on the method of future 
recruitment? Do these provide for the aliotmeiit of appointments to 
Muslims according to the proportion fixed by the Horne Department? 

(b) If not, are Government prepared to direct this (bntroller of Civil 
Accounts to issue orders i*ol lowing those issued by the Home Department; 
if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (h). Insiructions hav(> 
recently been issued by the Controller of (^ivil Accounts dealing with certain 
aspects of ivcruitincnt. These however mak(‘ no rcferoiuje to any coin- 
iViunal basis, of selection because on this subject the policy of Government 
has already been clearly laid doMn and is well understood. 


Employment of Muslims in the Telegraph Department. 

751. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to refer 
to their reply to my unstarred (piestion No. 89 (dated 22n(l February, 1932) 
which runs ps imdcr: 

“The correct figures for the wTiole of India as they stood on 15th 
May, 1930, .nre as follow^s: 


Telegraph Engineering and wireless 
branches. 


Telegraph Traffic Branch. 


Europe- 

ans 

and 

Anglo- 

Indiars. 

1 

Hindus. 

1 

1 

j MUvslinis. 

1 

1 

j ! 

Other 
! commu- 
j iiities. 

1 

Europe- 

ans 

and 1 
Anglo- 
Indians. j 

Hindus. 

i 

1 

1 

Muslims. 

i 

Other 

commu- 

nities. 

170 : 

24 

1 2 

i 

1 

1 

6 

j 

59 1 

CO 

• • 

8” 


QUBST10N8 AND ANSWERS. 


192& 


and to my starred question No. 13 answered on the 26th January, 1932, 
and now state what steps have so far been taken to improve the Muslim 
representation; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the replies given by the Honourable Sir A. G. 
Me Watters and the Honourable Sir B. N. Mitra on the 5 th September, 
1928 and the 30th January, 1929, to starred questions Nos. 72 and 330 
of Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Has there been no change during the last three 
years? 

Sir Joseph Bhore: I think, as a matter of fact, Sir, it was a question 
of principlo that was involved, and the principle is the same. 

Retrenchments in the Delhi Division or the North Western 

Railway. 

752, *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: With reference to the reply given on 
22nd February, 1932, to my unstarred question No. 84, will Government 
be pleased to make a reference to the Division concerned and give answers 
to the point to parts (5), (c) and (d) thereof? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The information available shows that on the North 
W('stern Railway as a whole the general instructions of the Railway Board 
were satisfactorily complied with. Government regret that they are not 
prepared to make special enquirj^ concerning particular Divisions. I 
would however refer th<.* Houourable ^leiubor to paragraph 11 of 
Mr. Hassan’s Report. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Sir, the reply is not to the point. The 
question is, is it Ji fact that no regard has been paid to safeguarding the 
interests of (‘rimmunitics not adequately represented at the time .... 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Honour- 
able Member can only ask a supplementary^ question. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Do you think the answer is to the point? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Yes, Sir, 

Muslims ubomotbd to thf. Superior Revenue Establishment of the 
North Western Rah^way. 

70S. '^Mr. M. Haswood Ahmad: Will Government please state: 

(rt) the number of Muslims and non-Mu&lims promoted to tthe 
Superior Revenue Establishment of the North Western Rail- 
way from the subordinate service during the last three years; 

(b) the number of theDO in the Personnel Branch of the service; 

and 

(c) the number of Muslims and non-Muslims of the superior revenue 

establishment reverted from the Personnel Branch of the 
service during the year ending 29th February, 1982? 

a2 
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Mr. P.. B. Bau: (a) During the last three years two subordinates on 
the North Western Bailway have been promoted permanently to the 
Superior Bevenue Establishment of State Bailways. Neither was a Muslim, 

(b) One of these is at present filling the post of an Assistant Personnel 
OfiBeer. 

(c) Government have no information. 

Muslims appointed as Personnel Officers on the North Western 

Railway. 

754. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Is it a fact that when replying to 
the questions of an Honourable Member in February last as to the number 
of Muslim officers appointed as Personnel Officers. Government stated 
that 4 Muslims were appointed as such? 

(b) If so, will Government please say if the transfer of an officer from 
one Department to another means an appointment? If not, will Govern- 
ment please say if it is a fact that only one Muslim SAibordinate was giyen 
a chance to officiate as Assistant Personnel Officer in the Mechanical 
Workshop Division who has been reverted, otherwise there was no such 
appointment? 


Mr, P. B. Bau: (a) I presume the Honourable Member has in mind 
Sir Alan Parsons* reply to Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur*8 
question No. 673 on 7th March, 1932, in which it was stated that the 
information available showed that on 1st December, 1931, 4 posts of 

Personnel or Assistant Personnel Officers on the North Western Bailway 
were filled by Muslims. 

(b) As explained in the reply referred to above, posts of Personnel and 
Assistant Personnel Officers are as a rule filled by officers of the Indian 
Railway Service of Engineers or the various branches of the Superior 
Bevenue Establishment. About the latter part of this question Government 
have no information. 

Di. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, I did not catch the reply to this part of 
the question, that is to say, whether the transfer of an officer from one 
department to another is supposed to be a new appointment. Wliat is 
the reply to this part? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: Not usually, Sir; but since there is no regular service 
of Personiitd Officers, appointment to the personnel branch means that 
an officer already in the service is posted to that particular branch. 

.^LOWANCES OF TRAFFIC ReLIEVINQ StaFF OF THE EASTERN BENGAL 

Railway. 

• 765. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is. a fact that the Traffic Relieving Staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
have to work out of their headquarters station? Are Government aware 
that this involves their keeping establishments both at the headquarters 
and the stations? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state on what grounds their 
allowances are reduced from 35 days’ full allowance to 10 days’ full allow- 
ance, 20 days’ half allowance and no allowance thereafter? For what , 
considerations v/cre these allowances given? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Traffic Believing Staff have submitted memorials 
to the authorities explaining the hardships inflicted by the curtailment of 
their allowance? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Agent of the Eastern Bengal Eailway repre-^ 
sented to the Bailway Board in the month of July 1931 to reconsider the 
matter? If so, will Government please state what the proposals of the 
Agent were and what action they have taken regarding them? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: (a) Believing staff, as the name implies, are intended 
to be sent out of headquarters occasionally to fill short vacancies.* 1 
understand that this does not ordinarily* involve keeping uj) two establish- 
ments. 

(b) The practice on different railways regarding relieving allowances was 
different, and in May last, the Bailway Board decided to introduce the 
uniform practice of granting such staff the compensatory allowance, if any, 
admissible at headquarters and the usual travelling allowances admissible 
on tour. The whole question is, however, being reconsidered. 

(c) Advance copies of memorials have been received. 

(d) The Agent, Eastern Bengal Bailway, has not yet submitted his 
remarks on these memorials, but he made a reference on the subject 
to the Railway Board in July, 1931, wherein he expressed the opinion that 
limiting allowances to 10 days would cause difficulties. The orders of 
September, 1931, which allow half daily allowance for a further period, 
are intended to minimise those difficulties, and he has not made further 
representations in the matter. 

Discontinuance of the Capitation Grant for Education op Railway 

Employees. 

756. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: (a) Is it a fact that the capitation grant, viz., 
annas 8 per child of Eailway employees, given to primary schools at Rail- 
way centres on the Eastern Bengal Eailway, has been discontinued? 

(6) Are Government aware that this discontinuance strikes at the very 
existence of the primary schools especially in the present financial strin- 
gency ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to reconsider the matter? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, reports that the 
capitation grant has not been discontinued. 

Replacement of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers by King’s 
Commissioned Officers in certain Units. . 

757. *Bao Bahadur B.. L. PatU (on behalf of Mr. B. V. Jadhav): (a) 
Will Government bo pleased to place on the table of the House a copy 
of the resolution under which Viceroy’s Commissioned officers in the 
Indianised units are to be replaced by the King s Commissioned officers? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the resolution has 
been brought into operation and the number of vacancies in the Vioeroy’s 
Commissioned officers that have not been filled on its account? 
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(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have satisfied 
themselves that the full implication of the resolution has been realised by 
the regiments which will be affected by it? What steps have Government 
taken to explain the consequences of the resolution to the Indian Army? 

Mr. O. H. Young: (a) There is no such Besolution. A statement relating 
to the subject was made by the late Comm and er-in-Chief in his speech in 
this House on the 8th March, 1928. 

(b) The measure has not yet been brought into operation. Tt will not 
be necessary to begin replacing Viceroy’s Commissioned officers by Indian 
King’s Commissioned officers in any Indianising unit, at the earliest until 
the first batch of officers Commissioned from the Indian Military Academy 
has completed its course, as well as one year of attachment to British 
units, i.e., not at any rate before the autumn of 19B5. Even after this, 
tiie displacement of Viceroy’s Commissioned officers will be a gradual pro- 
cess, as it will only take place in those units which have been selected for 
Indianisafion. 

(c) Government are fully alive to the importance of keeping the Indian 
Army acquainted with the consequences of their policy ; and these will be 
explained in full to all ranks before they are brought into effect. 

Recruitment of Members of Marathi and Canarese Backward 
'Communities in Central Government Services. 

768. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil (on behalf of Mr. B. V. Jadhav): 
Will Government be pleased to state whether they have considered the 
question of applying the rules made by the Government of Bombay for 
the recruitment of the non-Brahmin backward communities from the 
Marathi and Canarese speaking districts of that Presidency when recruit- 
ing servants in the departments directly under the Government of India, 
such as the Income-tax, Posts and Telegraphs, Customs, Salt, Mint, 
Security Press, Government Dockyard and State Railways within the 
territorial limits of that Presidency? If so, do they intend to apply those 
rules ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Government of India have not 
specifically considered the question of granting representation to non. 
Brahmin ImcrWard communities of the tracts mentioned in Central Ser- 
vices, but they aro considering how far it will be practicable to follow the 
practice of Local Governments in respect of communal representation in 
the services under their control, recruitment to which is made locally. 

Distinction in Pension Conditions between the Indian Army 
Service Corps and the Military Engineering Corps. 

i 

769. *Dr. P. X. DeSouza (on behalf of Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry 
GiJney): (a) Is it a fact that the Indian Army Service Corps, the Military 
Engineering Corj)s and other such corps arc entirely recruited in this 
country and are called “Indian Corps”? 

(6) Will Government please state whether the pensions of oflBcers 
belonging to these corps were considerably increased about the same time 
as the Indian Medical Department and are expressed in sterling? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 1929 

.(c), Is it a fact that A. I. (I.) No. 416 of 1924 has not been rescinded 
up to date and is it therefore still in force? 

(d) Is it a fact that Government refuse to sanction sterling rates of 
pension in the case of the Indian Medical Department on the ground that 
it is an Indian recruited Department? 

(e) Will Government please state why this distinction is made between 
one Indian recruited Department and another, viz., tlic Indian Medical 
Department and the Indian Army Service Corps? 

Mr. G, M. Young: (a) Such corps and services fonn part of the Indian 
Army. The Tlritish personnel of lll(^ Indian Army Service Corps consists 
mainly of offerers and men originally recruited in thi? United Kingdom and 
appointed to the (\)rps in India : military personnel of the Military Engi- 
neer Establishment are recruited mainly from Great Britain and sometimes 
from British units serving in India. 

{h) and (r). Yes. 

[d) and (e). Indian ^ledical De])artment pcaisions are expressed ‘n 
rupees because members of the Department belong mainly to the domiciled 
community and are generally expected to reside in India after retirement, 
whereas British personnel of other ancillary services, such as the Indian 
Army Service Corps, are generally recruited for the Army in the United 
Kingdom, and may be expected to reside there on retiring. 

High Water Meter Rent in New Delhi. 

760. Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. Lalehand Xavalrai) : \a) Is it 
a fact that in privately owned houses in New Delhi a meter rent of Ks. 2 
per month is charged in respect of water connections, whereas the meter 
rent for electric; connections is Bo. 1 a month only? 

(b) Will Government kindly state the reason for the difference of rents 
in the two cases? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of reducing the 
present rate of water meter rent ^ 

Sir Frank Koyce: (a) Yes. 

(b) The cost of supervision and inaintenanee of water nu'tcn's is higher 
than that in the case of electric meters. 

(c) No. 

Quarterly Bills for Water Charcjf.s in New Delhi. 

761. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of ^Ir. Lalehand Navalrai): (a)*Is it 
a fact that bills for water chanres are sent to owners of private bouses 
on a quarterly basis? 

(b) Are Government aware that most of these houses are let out to 
tenants who are liable to change from time to time? 

(c) Are Government aware that in actual practice the quarterly bills 
are not sent very expeditiously and although they are supposed to be 
^quarterly bills, yet by the time they reach the landlords they sometimes 
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contain charges in respect of periods several months old ; for instance, 
the quarterly bills recently received in the beginning of February, contain 
charges in respect of the month of September? 

(d) Are Government aware that there is a possibility of the tenant 
living in September leaving the house by February and that it is very 
difficult to recover old bills from a tenant who is no longer occupying the 
house ? 

(e) Is it a fact that electric bills, on the other hand, are sent monthly? 

(/) If so, do Government propose to consider the desirability of 
adopting a similar system in the case of water bills? If not, why not? 

Sir Frank Koyce: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (d). I have no direct information, but am prepared to accept 
the Honourable Member’s statement. 

(c) The bills are issued as a rule between the 23rd and the last date of 
the month following the quarterly period to which the charges relate. If 
owners of houses do not pay their bills on presentation, the arrears are 
included in subsequent bills. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The suggestion will be brought to the notice of the Municipal Com* 
mittee of New' Delhi which has now taken over both these services. 

Proportion of English and Indian Officer Instructors in the New 

Indian Sandhurst. 

762. ’^ffirdar Sohan Singh: Will Government please state what will be 
the proportion of English and Indian officer instructors in the new Indian 
Sandhursit? 

Mr. O. M. Young: No proportion has been fixed. Indian officers liolding 
the King s Commission and possessing the requisite qualifications wdll be 
considered for appointment as Instructors at the Indian Military Academy 
along with British officers. 

Promotion of Indian Military Officers. 

763. ^Sirdar Sohan Singh: (a) Is it a fact that up to the present not a 
single Indian King's Commission officer has been appointed a permanent 
Company or Squadron Commander? 

(b) Is it not a fact that there are several Indian King’s Commission 
officers, who are fully qualified, and that they have not been given the 
chance of a squadron or company command? Are Government aware 
that,* in some cases, English officers have been brought from other units 
for the purpose of superseding Indian officers in the Indianised units? 
If the Indian officers of the Indianised units were not considered com- 
petent and that was the reason for their supersession, why were not other 
Indian officers in the other units of the same status not appointed to the 
Indianised units when the British officers were brought in? 

Mr. Q-. M. Young: (a) Yes, because none of the officers is yet suffi- 
ciently senior. Many of them are, however, officiating as Company or 
Squadron Commanders. 
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(6) 1 think the Honourable Member has misunderstood the position. 
Advancement to squadron or company command is made when a vacancy 
occurs, and it does not follow because an individual officer may be quali- 
fied for such command that he is automatically promoted to it. There are 
many British officers in units of the Indian Army who are senior to the 
Indian officers, but have not yet been appointed pennanent Company or 
Squadron Commanders. 

The answ'er to the second part of the question is in the negative, and 
the third does not therefore arise. The only British officers who have 
been introduced into Indianizing units have been those required for the 
appointment of second in command in the immediate future. The Indian 
officers are too junior as yet for this appointment. 

Age for Entrance Examination for Sandhurst. 

764. ^Sirdar Sohan Singh: (a) Have Government considered the ques- 
tion of reducing the age standard of the Indian boys for the entrance 
examination for Sandhurst, say between 17 and 18 instead of 18 and 20? 

(5) Is it a fact that the first batch of Indians for King's Commissions 
w’as recruited from those who were of 20 years or even older and that policy 
is maintained even up to now? Are Government aware that the conse- 
quence is that an Indian would be a Lt. -Colonel only after he is 48 or 49 
years of age and that India will not have Indian commanding officers for 
another 15 to 20 years? 


(c) Are Government prepared to make some amendments on this point 
by giving accelerated promotion to some selected Indian officers? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a), (b) and (c). Officers obtaining command of 
Indian battalions at the present time have generally about 25 years' ser- 
vice, and in some cases less. Indian King's Commissioned officers should 
therefore normally obtain promotion to the rank of Lieut. -Colonel before 
they are 47 years of age, and thus be able to complete their full tenure 
of command. As regards cadets f'*om the Indian Military Academy, I 
would invite the Honourable ^Member's attention to paragraph 12 of the 
report of the Indian Alilitary College Committee. Government liave 
accepted the recommendations in this paragraph, and will, take steps, 
where necessary, to amend the regulations so as to ensure that Indian 
officers will not be placed at a disadvantage by reason either of the length 
of the course at the Academy, or of the age of entry. It will not therefore 
be necessary to give accelerated promotion to selected Indian ofticers. 

Promotion of Indian Military Officers to Staff ArroiNTMENTS. 

765. *Sirdai Sohan Singh: Are Government aware that there is no 
Indian holding a General Staff appointment ? If so, what arc Government 
doing in that line? How many Indian officers are trained for staff duties 
and how many more have been earmarked for it? 

Mr. O. H. Young: The Honourable Member's statement is correct 
The reasons are that no Indian officer holding the King's Commission has 
yet qualified for admission to the Staff College, and very few of such 
officers have the length of service necessary for appointment to a staff 
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post. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has, however, great hopes 
that Indian officers will qualify for the Staff College in the near future 
and is prepared, if necessary, to give extra nominations from time to time 
to those who do so. 

Promotion of Indians in the Indian Medical Service. 

766. *Sirdar Sohan Singh: Is it o fact that no Indian Indian Medical 
Service officer has been given any administrative job siKjh as A. D. M. S. 
or such like? If so, why? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The answer is in the negative. 1 would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply that I gave on the 4th November to 
Mr. B. Das’s starred question No. 1164. 


Grant-in-aid for the Girls’ School in Saucor Cantonment. 

767. *Sirdar Sohan Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Cantonment 
Authority of Saugor has no school of its own to provide primary educa- 
tion to the girls of that Cantonment? 

(6) Are Government aware that some philanthropic people of the Can- 
tionment started a girls* school by private enterprise? 

(c) Is it a fact that the school has since been recognised by the 
Education Department of the Central Provinces and is imparting education 
to about 150 girls? 

(d) Is it a fact that for some years past tlie Cantonment Authority of 
Saugor has been giving a '‘grant** to the school and that just at present 
it is paying Rs, 75 per month as a grant-in-aid? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Cantonment Authority has now informed the 
Managing Committee of the school that, owing to retrenchment, no grant 
will be paid to the school from 1st April, 1932? 

(/) Are Government aware that the neighbouring Municipality of 
Saugor is spending about 30 per cent, of its revenue over “education” 
and that the Cantonment Authority is not spending even one-fourth of 
it, on that subject? 

(g) Is it a fact that the guiding principle in the matter of providing 
education, -as* accepted by Government, is that the Cantonment Authority 
should spend the same percentage of its revenue on “education** as the 
neighbouri ng Municipa lity does ? 

(h) Are Government aware that if the grant is withdrawn, the school 
will be closed and there is no other girls’ school in that Cantonment? 

(J) Are Govorniiicnt aware that the ])eople of the Cantonment are 
greatly agitated over this matter and have memorialised the Southern 
Command on the subject? 

(j) Do Government propose to issue instructions that the grant be con- 
tinued to be paid till the Board starts a girls* school of its own? 

Mr. G, M. Young: (g) No, Sir. Girls tire taught in the old Sadar 
Primary School for boys, which is wholly maintainod by the Cantonment 
Authority. 
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(b) A girls* school was started by some private individuals about nine 
years ago. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes, but against a total cx]>onditure on Education of about 
Es. 40,000 the Municipality received about Es. 20,000 by way of grants 
and fees, whereas the Cantonment Authority's receipts on account of 
education was only Es. 18. 

(g) The (»stablishinont and maintenance of primaiy schools is one of 
the objecjts for which it is the duty of a Cantonment Authority^ to make 
reasonable provision, so far as funds at its disposal permit; and it has 
been suggested to Cantonments that the scal(3 of expenditure on this sub- 
ject should approximate as nearly as possible to that of the neighbouring 
municipality. 

(h) No, Sir. The school was in existence before any grant was given 
from Cantonment funds. There are three other girls' schools in the canton- 
ment, including the primary schfxd maintained by the Cantonment 
Authority. 

O’) No, Sir. 

(J) Does not arise. 

Dr. Ziailddin Ahmad: Do Government give special grants to these 
Cantonment Boards, which arc earmarked for education ? 

Mr. O. H. Young: Will the Honourable Member kindly repeat the 
question? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Do Government give special grants to these 
Cantonment Bojirds, which are earmarked for primai'v education? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Grants ;ire given to some cantonments which are 
in need of supplomcntarv funds, br*: no general grant is given to all can- 
tonments for i)urposes of education. 

Dr« Ziauddin Ahmad: My point is. are the grants specially intended for 
education, or does the money to be allotted for education depend upon 
the voting of the Cantonment Board? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Grants to cantonment authorities depend on the 
circumstances of individual Cantonments. 

j Commercial Audit in Government Factories. 

768. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (on behalf of Khan Bahadur Makhdum 
Syed Eajan Bakhsh Shah): (a) Is it a fact that the Commercial Audit 
Department has been decentralised? 

(ft) Is it a fact that commercial audit will now be conducted by officers 
of the Accountant General’s Office assisted by Commercial Audit staff? 
Have such officers any commercial training? 
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(c) Is it a tact that before the introduction of the commercial audit 
there was a loss of more than five lakhs of rupees in one item of stock in 
the Mietal and Steel Factory, Ishapore, and that since the introduction of 
the commercial system of accounts and up-to-date system of stock-taking, 
no such loss has occurred in any Government factory? 

^ The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission, Sir, T 
will deal with questions Nos. 768 and 769 together. 

The Commercial Audit Branch has been decentralised. Government 
are obtaining certain information to enable them to reply fully to the 
Honourable Member’s questions. Complete replies will be laid on the 
table in due course. 

Commercial Audit in Government Factories. 

1769. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (on behalf of Khan Bahadur Makhdum 
Syed Bajan Bakhsh Shah) : (a) Is it a fact that a loss of nearly Rs. 5 
lakhs was recently revealed by commercial auditors in the purchase and 
subsequent condemnation of Hazara Walnut in the Rifle Factory, Isha- 
pore? 

(b) Do Government propose to see that only commercial auditors are 
sent to audit the commercial concerns of Government? 

(c) Do Government propose to see that in the scheme of decentrali- 
sation the auditors getting less than Rs. 200 do not suffer any financial 
loss in the matter of iheir ])ay and allowances? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: About this loss of Rs. 5 lakhs which is referred 
to in question No. 769, is it a fact, and what action have Government 
taken if it is a fact? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: If the Honourable Member 
will wait until I am able to lay a full reply on the table, I trust he will 
get a satisfactory answer to his question. 

Contracts vor Unloading and Stacking Coal on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

I 

770. *Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact : 

(i) thdt the Loco, contracts of unloading coal wagons, loading 

engines and the stacking of coal on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway together with cleaning of Loco, sheds and 
the clearing . of ashpits are given out without asking for 
tenders from contractors; 

(ii) that particularly on the Bhusawal and Nagpur divisions these 

contracts have been the monopoly of a certain family; 

(iii) that these contractors secured these contracts at war rates and 

are still paid the snmo high rates; and 

(iv) that rates of labour now are much lower than the rates during 

the war? 

(b) Will Government please state why this avenue of economy has not 
been tapped by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway? 


tFor answer </> this question. «ee answ'er to question No. 768. 
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Mr, P, B. Bau: I have called for information and on receipt will, lay 
a reply on the table. 

Idle Locomotives of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

771. •Ideut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gldney: (a) Is it a fact that there 
are at present at the Loco. Depot of the Bhusawal Division of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway alone over 60 locomotives lyins idle and put 
away in the sidings? 

(b) Will Government please state what they intend to do with these 
idle engines? Is it a fact that there is not sufficient traffic? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) Government are aware that the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway have a number of locomotives spare at the present time 
owing to the falling oflE in traffic. They are not aware of the number 
stabled on each division. 

(b) Some locomotives have already been transferred from the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway to other railways. Other locomotives now sur- 
plus will be stabled, until traffic improves. There is not sufficient traffic 
at present to give full employment to locomotives now in service. 

Costly Electrification Scheme on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

772. ^Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact: 

(i) that the introduction of the electrification scheme on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway, in the Bombiay Division, has 

proved to be more expensive than the steam system ; 

(ii) that Messrs. Tata & Sons offered to supply electricity for one 

anna six pies per unit for this scheme; and 

(iii) that at present it costs the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

annas six per unit? 

(6) If the answers to part (®) items (i), (ii) and (iii) are in the 
affirmative, will Government please state who was responsible for this 
unnecessary and heavy expenditure? 

(c) Do Government propose to enquire into the matter? If not, 
(Why not? 

Hr, P. B, Bau: (a) (i) and (c). The schemes have not been in existence 
long enough for any final conclusion to be arrived at; but the Railway 
Board propose to institute an investigation into them during the course 
of the next 12 months. 

(o) (ii). Electricity is being supplied by Messrs. Tata & Sons for the 
suburban line electrification, the charge being Rs. 60 per annutn per 
kilowatt of maximiun demand in addition to a rate 0*425 anna per unit of 
actual consumption and subject to a minimum payment of the minimum 
guaranteed consumption at 0*6 anna per unit. 

An offer was made by Messrs. Tata & Sons to supply current for the 
main line electrification "on the same terms; they would, according to 
oaleulations made by the Consulting Electrical Engineers to Government, 
have worked out at 0'633 anna per unit. 
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(a) (iii). For the main line scheme the cost of supplying electricity from 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Power House was estimated to be 
0'666 anna per unit dropping to 0.594 anna per unit with a 30 per cent 
increase in load. 

The exact extent to which this estimate has been realized is at present 
not known definitely; but the question will form part of the investigation^ 
to be undertaken. 

(6) Does not arise. 

I 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: With all the figures quoted by the Honourable 
Member, will he be in a position to say whether the electrification scheme 
is a paying concern and how much per cent, it has yielded last year? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have just informed the House that the exact extent 
to which the estimates have been realised is at present not known definitely, 
but the question will form part of the investigation to be undertaken. 

Ineffectiveness of the Crew System of Railway Ticket Checking. 

773. *Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Eenxy Gidney: (a) Is it a fact that the crew 
system on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, although it has been in 
force for a number of years, has not in any appreciable degree lessened 
the number of passengers travelling without tickets? 

(b) If the 'answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state why the crew system is still continued on that Railway? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government have no information as to the number 
of passengers detected travelling without tickets on those sections of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway where the crew system operates. 

(h) The system is being continued as it provides a more intensive check 
than is otherwise possible iind its continuance is considered desirable by the 
Administration. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I ask whether the opinion given about the 
efficiency is the opinion of the Railway Hoard or the opinion of the ad- 
ministration of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: It is the opinion of the administration of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. The Railway Board have not come to any 
definite opinion on the subject yet. 

Retention of a Large and Expensive Fuel Staff on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

•774. ♦Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney; (a) Is it a fact that the 
average consumption of coal used on the Great India^n Peninsula Railway 
locomotives has been tested and worked out to its lowest? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) ig in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the reasons for the retention of such a very large and expen* 
flive fuel staff as is at present engaged on the Great Indian Peninsula- 
Bailway? 
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Mr* P. B. Bau: (a) The consumption of coal by locomotives depends on 
a number of continually varying factors and only by close and constant 
supervision can, the consumption be kept to a minimum* 

(b) For a railway the size of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway the 
staff employed is neither large nor expensave, it far more than pays for 
its cost. 

Rh-amalgamation of the Commercial and Transportation Depart- 
ments OF THE Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

775. *Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: (a) Ts it a fact that till* a 
few years ago the Commercial and Transportation Departments of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway were jointly under the control of the 
General Traffic Manager of the Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that these two Departments are now separated each 
under different staff of officers in receipt of high salaries? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability, in the interests 
of economy and in its present campaign of retrenchment, of re-amalgamat- 
ing these two Departments? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) and (b). From 1st November 1922 the Traffic De- 
partment under a General Traffic Manager and the Locomotive Department 
under a Tiocomotivc^ Superintendent were replaced by a Commercial De- 
partment under a Chief Traffic Manager, a Transportation Department 
under a Chief Transportation Superintendent and a Mechanical Depart- 
ment under a Chief Meehcanical Engineer. 

(c) T would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to Mr. 
.Toshiba question No. 492 on the 28rd Febniary, 1932. 


t77n. 

t 

The Moody-Ward and Crew Systems of Ticket Checking, 

777. ^'Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: With reference to the reply to ques- 
tion No. 230, part ((Hi dated the 10th Febrnarv, 1932, will Government be 
pleased to state why the Moody-Ward system was not tried on sections 
where the crew system was exporiiuented upon, as was also suggested by 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad in his letter dated the 8th May, 1931, to the Secre- 
tary, Railway Board (which has been printed in the Railway Retrenchment 
S ub -Com mittee ’s R eport) ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: The system recommended in the Moody-Ward Com- 
mittee's Report is in operation now throughout the East Indian Railway, 
which includes the sections on whicli the crew system was in force. 

• 

’Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners and of Guards and 

Drivers. 

778. '^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: (a) With reference to the answer to 
question No. 1121, dated the 2nd October, 1931, in the Legislative 
Assembly, will Government please state in what respects the duties of ths^ 


tThis question was withdrawn hy the Questioner. 
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Travelling Ticket Examiners are less arduous than those of the guards so 
far as the travelling aspect of their duty is concerned for which mileage 
allowance is given to the running staff? 

(b) Will Government please state why the Travelling Ticket Inspectors 
of the Bast Indian Eailway were paid mileage allowance like the guards 
till they were designated as Travelling Ticket Sjxaminers? 

(c) Will Government please state if the abolition of mileage allowsmce 
to the Travelling Ticket Checkers is to effect economy? If so, why are 
the guards and drivers still allowed to draw mileage allowance? 

(d) Will Government please state how much saving per year could be 
effected on the East Indian Kailway alone, if the guards and drivers were 
given consolidated allowance in place of mileage allowance at the same 
rate as the T. T. Es. ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: With your permission, Sir I propose to reply to ques- 
tions Nos. 778, 779, 780 and 782 together. I have called for certain inform- 
ation and will lay a reply on the table, in due course. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Sidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 

this House whether the Government intend taking any action in regard 
to the question of T. T. Es. as reported on by the Court of Inquiry especial- 
ly on the E. B. Railway which appears in the B List of cases cited 
by Court of Inquiry. 

Mr. F. B. Bau: That question does not arise. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: It arises in regard to the mileage 
allowances, which forms pait of the question under reply and is one of the 
serious complaintsi made by the T. T. Es. 

Mr, P. B. Bau: I cannot understand how the question arises. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kahimtoola) : The Hon- 
ourable Member has said that information is being collected and will be 
laid on the table. How can any question arise at this stage? 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whether the Railway Board (a) has really got any collection 
boxes, (6) where they place them and who collects information for them? 

Mr. P* B. Bau: Not that I know of. 

Dt. Ziauddin Ahmad: About a month ago your predecessor said on the 
floor of the "House that he is making an inquiry from the Agenta. How 
long are you going to wait. Will the information be supplied before we 
disperse ? 

Mr. F. B. Bau: As soon as I get the information, I will place it on the 
table. 

Steals of Teavblling Ticket Inspectors to the Secretary, Railway 

Board. 

1779. ^Shaikh Fazal H^ Piracha: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if the Railway subordinates have no right of appeal to the Secretary, 
Railway Board, in case they feel aggrieved against any action taken by the 
Agent? 

tFor answer to this question, gee answer to question No. 778. 
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(6) Will Government please state if the Divisional Superintendents have 
got the power to withhold the appeals of their subordinates sent through 
them but addressed to the Secretary, Eailway Board, against the action 
of the Agent especially when they are couched in proper language and 
based on facts? 

(c) Will Government please state what action was taken by the Railway 
Board authorities on the copies of the said appeals, which were sent direct 
by the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian Railway to the 
Secretary, Railway Board? 

Reduction in the Salary of Travelling Ttoket Checkers on the 
East Indian Railway. 

1780. ’’^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: Will Government be pleased to lay 
on the' table a copy of the reply given if any to the letter addressed by Sir 
Henry Gidnoy to the Secretary, Railway Board, as published in the 
Hindustan Times, dated 8th July 1981, concerning reduction in the salary 
of the Travelling Ticket Checkers on the East Indian Railway? 

Ticket Checking System on the East Indian Railway. 

781. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a copy of the reply given, if any, to the letter of Doctor 
Ziauddin Ahmad addressed to the Secretary, Railway Board, regarding the 
ticket checking system on the East Indian Railway as printed in the Rail- 
way Retrenchment Sub-Committee s Report? 

Ur. P. R. Rau: The letter to the Secretary, Railway Board, does not 
contain the last two paras, appearing in the copy of Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad '9 
letter, as printed on page 78 of the Railway Retrenchment Sub -Committee *8 
Report. No reply was sent to Dr. Ziauddin. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: If any Member of the Legislative Assembly 
addresses a letter to the Secretary of the Railway Board, is it not courtesy 
to acknowledge the receipt of that letter? 

Mr. P. R. Raul May I explain that? I unders<tood from the Secretary 
that my Honourable friend wanted to interview Sir Alan Parsons or the 
Member in charge of traffic in the Railway Board on the question and a 
reply w’as postponed pending the interview. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Cidney: In regard to appeals of railway sub- 
ordinates will the Honourable Member inform this House w^hether the 
Government of India intend to accept the Court of Inquir\' recommenda- 
tions to constitute complaints committees to be attached to each Railw’ay 
Administration? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: May I ask whether this question arises out of the main 
question? I should like to ask for notice of that question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: When I sent the letter to the Secretars’ of the 
Railway Board, the Secretary never acknowledged it. I spoke to him 

+For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 778. 

B 
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personally and he had no recollection whatever whether he received that 
letter, and probably the letter was never presented to him. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Kahimtoola) : The Honour- 
able Member is making a statement. 

Posts of Ticket Collectors on the East Indian Railway Promoted 
TO Travelling Tfcket Examiners. 

! 782. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracliaj: Will Government })lease state if the 
posts oi the pennancmt 'I'ickot Collectors on the East Indian Railway who 
have been prornotf^l as T. T. Es. have been permanently filled up or will 
remain open for them, if jjhey arc not confirmed as T. T. Es. and necessity 
arises to revert them to their substantive posts? 

Passenger Traffic Receipts in the East Indian Railway. 

783. * Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: Will Government please state if the 
period from June, 1931 to November, 1931, was mjore pro&iperous for the 
East Indian Railway than tlie corresponding period of the previous year in 
respect of passenger trafiic? 

Mr. P. R. Raui I presume the Honourable Member refers to the num- 
ber of passengers carried and the earnings thf3refrom during the period. If 
so, the number of passengers carried from 1st June to 30th November, 
1931, was 30,090,048 compared with 32,808,208 in the corresponding 
period of the previous year, and the earnings from the passengers carried 
was Rs. 2,43,87,847 compared with Rs. 2,60,29 ;765 in the previous year. 

Success of Candidates in Subordinate Accounts Service Examinations. 

784. *Bhagat Ohandi Mai Gola: (a) Is it a fact that the result of the 
subordinate accounts service examination (ordinary branch) for the year 
1931 is that 7 per cent, of the candidates who appeared in the examination 
were successful? 

(b) Is it a fact that the results of the previous years* examinations 
are that between 25 to 40 per cent, of the candidates passed? What is 
the reason for this great difference? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Enquiry is being made and a 
reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Economy and Safety of Electric Supply.^ 

78^. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil; (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the article entitled 'Electric Power Supply in India’ by 
Prof. B. 0. Chatterjee of the Benares Hindu University, in the issue of 
25th February, 1932, in the Hindustan Times, Delhi? 

(6) If so, do Government propose to undertake immediate legislation 
on the subject in the interests of economy and safety of the general 
public? 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 778. 
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The SEonourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) yes. 

(5) The attention of the Honourable Member ia invited to the replies 
given to starred questions Nos. 4 and 683 on the 26th January and 7th 
March, 1932, respectively. 


Construction of a Railway Line between Hubli and Kumpta. 

786. *Bao Bahadur B. L. Fatil: (a) Is it a fact chat the Mfidras and 
Southern Mabratta Railway were some time back contemplating the 
construction of a Rcailway line bctwet n Hubli and Kumpta or somei other 
seaport on the west coast? 

(6) If so, is it a fact that the scheme was not further proceeded with 
owing to financial difficulties? 

(c) Are Government aware that merchants of Kamatak undergo several 
difficulties in their import and export trade through Marmagoa Harbour 
owing to the fact that their goods have to pass through the Portuguese 
territory? 

(d) If so, are Government in a position to estimate the annual loss to 
the traders and business men? 

(e) If not, are Government prepared to appoint an officer to report as 
to the total loss and the ways and means of doing away with the various 
difficulties? 

Mr. P. B. Ran: (a) About 1920 the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway investigated a proposal for an extension from Hubli to Sirsa; but 
not from Sirsa to Kumpta or other seaport. 

(b) No, the investigation proved that the line would not pay. 

(c) A memorial was received, asking for the construction of various lines. 

(d) and (e). No. 


Communities of New Recruits required for Extra Work in the 
Income-tax Department, Bombay. 

787. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Will Government state how many 
temporary posts of Clerks, Inspectors, Examiners and Officers were filled 
up owing to the reduction of the taxable minimum of Income-tax in the 
Bombay Presidency (excluding Sindh) by Divisions? 

(b) Will Government further state, by each Division in a tabulate*d 
form, how" many of the new’ recruits are Pnrsis, Muhammadans, Indian 
Christians, Brahmins, Non*Brahmins and others; comparing the present 
strength w’ith the strength of the respective communities that existed 
before the recruitment? 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The information has been called 
for and will be laid on the table in due course. 


JS 
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Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners of Income«tax in 

Bombay. 

788. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: Will Government be pleased to state 
how many Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners there are in the 
Income-tax Department in the whole of the Bombay Presidency and to 
what communities they belong? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : There is one Commissioner who is 
a Parsi. Of 6 Assistant Commissioners, 1 is a Muysalman, 1 an Anglo- 
Indian, 1 a Sikh and 3 are Parsees. 


Representation of the Vakioxts Commxtnitibs in the Income-tax 

Department, Bombay. 

789, '"Bao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Have Government ascertained 
from the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay, whether the instructions 
issued by the Government of India regarding the adequate representation 
of the different communities obtaining in the Presidency have been 
followed ? 

(b) If so, what is the result? If not, do or do not Government think 
it necessary to do so? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (6). I invite the Honour- 
able Member ’8( attention to my reply to parts (b) and (c) of starred question 
No. 1282 relating to the recruitment of Non-Brahmins to the Income-tax 
Department in the Bombay Presidency that he asked on 13th November 
1931. The Government do not consider that there is any necessity to 
supplement the somewhat exhaustive inquiries that they have already 
made at the Honourable Member’s instance. 

The Provincial Boundaries Questions. 

790. *Bao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Will Government please state 
whether and when the boundary question will be taken up? 

(•b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Govemmeni 
further state whether the subject has been included in the terms of rc 
ference of any of the Indian Round Table Conference Committees no^^ 
functioning in India? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to set up another Committee? 
And if so, when? 

• The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) For the reasons given in para- 
graph 21 of their constitutional despatch dated the 20th September, 1930, 

. the Government of India do not intend at present to appoint a Boundaries 
Commission with general terms of reference to examine the redistribution 
of provincial areas. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

•f791.» 


tThis questior has been included in the list of questions for the 16th March, 1931^ 
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Abolition OF the Lowest Selection Gbade Examination in the Post 

Office. 

792. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
.whether it is a fact that they have abolished the lowest selection grade' 
examination in the Post Office and R. M. S. ? 

(6) Is it a fact that in October 1931 the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs issued a circular inviting candidates to appear at the lowest 
selection grade examination which was to be held on the 14th and 15th 
March, 1932? 

(c) Is it a fact that the candidates were required to purchase books at 
their own expense and are Government aware that they had to take leave 
to prepare themselves for the examination? 

(d) Ts it a fact that only on tlic 17th February, 1932 the Director Gen- 
eral of Posts and Telegraplis i&sued orders that the examination would be 
abolished ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to pay' 
compensation to the candidates who were put to extra expenditure in* 
purchasing books and had to take leave for no purpose? If so, whai 
compensation ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased further to state as to how the lowest 
selection grade* posts will be filled up in the Post Office and Railway Mail 
Service? 

(g) Will the senior clerks in the Department, although they have not 
passed the examination, get promotion in the lowest selection grade? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes, 

(h) No. circular merely notified the dates of the examination and 

thjp classes of officials to whom it would be open. 

(c) No, candidates who purchased books, or took leave in preparation 
for the examination did so on their own initiative and in their own interests. 

(d) Yes. 

{e) Government do not propose to pay compensation since those candi- 
dates who purchased books or took leave, did so in their own intere?its. 

(/) and {<j). Promotions to the lowest selection grade posts in the Post 
Office and Railway Mail Service in the general line, excluding 

(i) Inspectors and Postal Divisional Head Clerks and (ii) Accountants and 
Assistant Accountants, will be made from the seniority list of time-scale 
clerks by selection based on an officiaPj^ past record and Imowii capabilities 
irrespective of the fact whether he has passed the lowest selection grade 
examination or not. Promotions to the posts^ of Inspectors and Postal 
Divisional Head Clerks will be made from the existing ‘junior’ passed candi- 
dates or those who pass the new' Ins«pector’s examination. The posts bf 
Accountants and Assistant Accountants in the lowest selection grade will 
be filled according to seniority combined wdth fitness, by officials who have 
passed the Accountant’s examination. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I know why the examination was first 
announced and then abolished at such short notice? 

Mr. T. Ryan : An examination was introduced in the hope that it would 
furnish a satisfactory means o f testing the fitness of the members of the 
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clencal staff for promotion. It has been found in practice that it has not 
served that purpose and it is practically impossible to devise an examina- 
tion which will serve that purpose having regard to the age and other dis- 
abilities of the men who aspire to promotion to the lowest selection grade. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What were the reasons which led the department 
to abolish the examination. Why were not these things considered when 
they announced the examination, because by this method tlu^ department 
loses its credit? 


Mr. T. Byan: At the time that the examination was introduced, Gov- 
ernment were not in possession of experience which subsequently led them 
to reconsider the matter. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: There was the whole of the Education Depart- 
ment at their disposal. If the Postal Departnient had not experience of 
the examination, they ought to have utilized the services of the Education 
Department. 

Mr. T. Byan: I do not think the Education Department would have 
been able to give much valuable advice in connection with a purely depart- 
mental examination of this kind. 


Examination for Appointment of Inspectors and Head Clerks of 

Post Offices. 

793. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Government have decided 
to introduce an examination for appointment of Inspectors of Po«t Offices 
and R. M. S. and Head Clerks to Divisional Superintendent of Post Offices, 
in the Post Office and R. M. S.? 

(6) If so, what will be the syllabus of examination and what will be 
their pay after their appointment? 

(c) When will the examination be held and whether all clerks or sorters 
who have not exceeded 35 years of age will be eligible to appear at the 
examination? If not, why not? 

(d) What would be the qualifications of the candidates for appearing 
at the above examination ? 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) Yes. 

(6), (c) and (d). The rules and syllabus for the examination are at 
present under consideration, but the introduction of an examination has 
nothing to do with the pay of the posts. 


Allowance for Staff engaged in Sorting Foreign Mail in Calcutta. 

794. ’•'Mr. S. G. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in Calcutta inward foreign 
mails are being sorted by auxiliaries drafted from several departments of 
the Calcutta General Post Office, and some of the town sub-offices without 
payment of any allowance? 

(h) Is it a fact that although they are required to attend to 
their dniies before r,-0 a.m., tluw do not -(d any conveyance allowance^? 

Bombay and Madras inward foreign mails arc 
overtime allowance and it is only in Calcutta the 
payment of the allowance hag almost been stopped? 
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(d) Is it also a fact that only about 70 clerks working in the Calcutta 
General Post Office, and gome of the town sub-offices are required to do 
this work on alternate Sundays while there are many who, although they 
remain off duty on Sundays, have been exempted from this duty? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to supply a statement showing the 
number of clerks who remain off duty on Sundays in (i) Bombay, 
(ii) Madras, (iii) Calcutta and (iv) Jlangoon including their T. S. Os. and 
what is the total clerical strength in each of the above cities? 

(/) Is it also a fact that some of the clerks, one Supervisor, one Assist- 
ant Presidency Postmaster of the Calcutta General Post Office, get overtime 
allowance while others work without getting any allowance? Do they 
work at the same time and under the same condition? 

(^) Do Government propose to inquire into the matter and arrange to 
pay them overtime allowance as was done before in order to remove this 
hardship? If not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a), (b), (c), (d), (/) and (.</). Information is being collect- 
ed and will be placed on the table of the House in due course. 

(e) Government regret that they arc unable to furnish the statement 
called for as the labour required for its compilation would be excessive. 


Number and Communities of Staff in each Division of the North 

Western Railway. 


795. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Governm/ent be pleased to 
place on the table of this House a statement showing the latest available 
figures in regard to the number of the present staff by communities, 
']£ndus, Muslims, and Christians or Anglo-Indians holding the under- 
mentioned posts in each Division of the North Western Railway? 


1. Office Supdt., Divl. Office, 

2. Hd. Personnel Clerk, Divl. Office. 

3. Chief Controller, Divl. Office. 

4 . Confidential Clerk, Divl. Office. 

C. Acme Clerk, Divl. Office, 

6. Rei^^. Clerk, Divl. Office. 


7. Hd. Clerk, Loco. Foreman’s Office. 

8. Hd. Clerk, S. D. O.’s Office. 

9. Hd. Clerk, 1. O. W.’s Office. 

10. Hd. Correspondence Clerk, S. M.*a 

Office. 

11. Chief Goods Clerk, S, M.’s Office. 

12. Chief Parcel Clerk, S. M.’s Office. 


Mr, P. R. Rau: Government regret that they are not prepared to sup- 
plement with figures for individual offices the information in regard to 
communal representation 'given in the Annual Report by the [Railway 
Board on Indian Railways. 


Muslims appointed as Office Superintendents and Head Clerks 
ON THE North Western and East Indian Railways. 

796. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government please state, 
how many Muslims have during the last 2 years, viz., 1930 and 1931, been 
posted permanently as Office Superintendents stating the Divisions* of the 
North Western Railway and East Indian Railway and how many Head 
Clerks, stating the Brancdies and Divisions of the North Western Railway? 

(h) Will (iov(?rmucnt please state whether these Head Clerks were 
merely designated as Head Clerks in tlu' same grade which they were 
already holding, or whctlier they were givv'ii the very grade of the post 
which their predecessors were holding; if not, why not? 

(c) What was the nationality of the predecessors of these Head Clerks? 
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Xr. P. B, Baa: (a) The information available shows that on the East 
Indian Bailway 14 posts of office Superintendents and Head Clerks were 
held by Muslims in 1930 and 16 in 1931 and on the North Western Rail- 
way 39 in 1930 and 40 in 1931. 

(6) On the East Indian Railway these Head Clerks were given the 
same grade as that which their predecessors held and the position in under- 
stood to be the same on the North Western Railway. 

(c) Government have no information. 

Appointment of Indians as Superintendents of Post Offices in 

Kashmir. 

797. *Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: (a) Will Government please state when the 
post of Superintendent of Post Offi(*es was created in Kashmir Province? 

(b) Has any Indian Superintendent ever been posted there; if not, 
why not? 

(c) Are Government prepared to see that Indians are also posted there 
in future? 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) Tlic post was created in 1897. 

(6) Yes. 

The postings in ouestion are made by the Postmaster-General, 
Punjab, and Government do not propose to interfere with his discretion 
as regards future postings. A copy of the Honourable Member's question 
and of this answer will liowever be sent to him. 

Report op the Railway Court of Inquiry. 

798. *Mr. N. M. Joshi; (a) Will Government be pleased to state on 
what date they received the Report of ihe Co\irfc of Inquiry into Railway 
Retrenchment ? 

(h) When will Government bo able to publish the Report mentioned 
above ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) On 29th February, 1932. 

(6) The Report has already been published. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask what the Government propose to do in 
order to give effect to the recommendations of the Report? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, I think the Report is under the 
consideration of the Departments of the Government, of India concerned 
at presents 

Hr..*N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether Government will consult the 
All-India Railwaymen's Federation before giving effect to the recommen- 
'dations of the Report ? 

tte Honourable Sir George Rainy: It is quite impossible for me, Sir, 
at this stage to say what the Government will do. 

Mr. N.. M. Joshi: May I ask why it is impossible? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Because there has not been suffi- 
cient time for the consideration of the Report, 
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Injustice to Muslims in the Postal Department. 

799. ^'Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the article which appeared in the daily Hamdam 
of Lucknow, dated the 29th February, 1931, page 3, column 3, under the 
caption "Injustice to Muslims in the Postal Department”? 

(b) Is it a fact that recently there were 11 vacancies in the office of the 
Postmaster General, Lucknow, for which applications were invited from 
candidates? 

(c) Is it a fact that only one Muslim who is a graduate was selected? 

(d) Is it a fact that ten non-Muslim candidates were selected? 

(e) Is it a fact that some of these ton candidates who were selected are 
non-matriculates ? 

(/) Is it a fact that some of the Muslim candidates who were not selected 
had passed the Intermediate examination and also the examination held 
by the Department? 

(g) If so, will Government please state why non-Muslim candidates 
were taken in preference to Muslim candidates who were better qualified? ' 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) to (g). Government have seen 
the article in question but information on the points raised bv the Honour- 
able Member is being called for and a complete reply will be placed on 
the table of the House in due course. 

Confirmation of Probationers in the East Indian Rahway Accounts 

Department. 

800. ♦Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Are Government prepared to 
ascertain from Mr. Sankdrd Iyer, late Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian 
Railway, at present Chief Accounts Officer, Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way, as to wlioiher he gave a ruling on the eve of his transfer, to the 
following elfecl, after reviewing the case of the probationers in the East 
Indian Railway Accounts Department: 

“What )ia.s ‘Seniority Li?t’ got to do Avlili the eonfirniation of the probationers? 
Did not the (Controller of Kail way Accouiii ' tell us to tontirm the.-o proVialionors and 
treat them os supernumeraries till their fir.al absorption in tho Department”? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state why the pro- 
bationers, though they are senior to all other clashes of temporary. staff, are 
not being confirmed against existing permanent vacancies? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that letter No. 26-C. R. A. — E./ 
32/8141-F., dated the 18th February, 1932, from the Controller of Railway 
Accounts, to the Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian Railway, on the sub-; 

I ject of discharge of staff, was issued without regard to the provisions 
contained in paragraph 1 (i) of letter No. 836/C. R. A./E./30, dated the* 
Ist November, 1930, from the same authority? 

(d) If so, do Government propose either to rescind or amend the 
instructions conveyed in letter No. 26-C. R. A.-E. /32/8141-F., dated the 
18th February, 1982, cited above? 

(e) If Mr. Iyer gave the above ruling, do Government propose to take 
suitable departmental action against those responsible for disregarding^ 
l^iat order? 
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Mr. P. B. Bail: (a) No. Any note recorded by Mr. Sankara Aiyer on 
the subject is a purely departmental document, the contents of which 
Government are not prepared to make public. 

(b) Government arc not aware that this is the case, but are making 
enquiries into the matter. 

(c) , (d) and (e). There is no inconsistency between the two letters. 
In the matter of discharge, temporary staff with over 12 months’ conti- 
nuous service have been regarded as having equal rights with permanent 
employees. 


UNSTAKEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Apprenticeship Training in the Rifle Factory at Ishaporb. 

167. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state and 
place on the table the particulars regarding, (i) the syllabus of the subjects, 

(ii) the strength of the whole-time teaching staff with their names and 
duties, (iii) the system of conducting examinations, and (iv) the rules and 
regulations under the new scheme of apprenticeship-training which is to be 
introduced in the Eifle Factory at Ishapore? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how they propose to utilize 
the services of the three whole-time teachers for the apprentices under the 
new scheme of apprenticeship-training in the Eifle Factory at Ishapore? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether under the new 
scheme of apprenticeship-training the existing apprentices in the Rifle 
Factory at Ishapore will as well attend during factory working hours the 
lecture rooms and laboratories for their technical and practical training ? 
If so, for how’ many hours and how those trainings are to be conducted? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are proceeding and replies will be laid on 
the table in due course. 

Apprenticeship Training in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

tl68. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state whether, in 
view of changing the method of apprenticeship-training in the Rifle Factory 
at Ishapore, they had consulted the pioneers of the present scheme of 
apprenticeship- training in that Factory, viz. : 

(i) General Atkinson, former Master General of Supply and late 

Principal of Eoorkee Engineering College, 

(ii) Colonel bturrock, former Director of Ordnance Factories and 

Manufacture, 

(iii) Major L. De. Lenfesty, C.I.E., former Superintendent, Eifle 

Factory, Ishapore, and now Director of Contracts (Army 

Headquarters, India, Simla), and 

(iv) Mr. H. I. Mathews, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E., former Apprentice- 

in-charge in Eifle Factory, Ishapore, now Superintendent, 

Gun and Shoil Factory at Cossipore? 

(h) If the ro]>1y to part (a) bo in the jiffinnativo, what were the opinions 
of the respective pioneers named above? 

(c) ff the replv to part (a) bo in the negative, will Government jflease 
state the reasons? 


tFor ansver to this que.stion, nee answer to nnstarred question No. 167. 
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Afpbbntioeship Training in the Bible Factory at Ishafore. 

1169. Mr. S. G. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to place on the 
table, the last five years administrative or annual report on apprenticeship- 
training in the Eitlc Factory at Isbapore? If not, why not? 


Apprenticesiiip Train 1 no in Ordnance Factories. 

fnO. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the apprenticeship-training in 
the Ordnance Factories and particularly in the Pifle Factory at Ishapore 
was introduced in view of: " • 

(i) the great importance of efficiency in Ordnance Factories and 

for their development to full output in war time; 

(ii) the industrial development of India, and 

(iii) a development of first rate military importance? 

(5) Are Government aware that the apprenticeship scheme had been 
emphasised in the Indian Industrial Commission’s Report (Chapter X, 
especially paragraphs 151, 152 and Appendix IV)? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the apprenticeship- schemes have been in 
operation in the leading industrial firms in England for many years and 
no one questions their absolute necessity and a very efficient one has 
been in operation in Woolwich Arsenal (known as the W’^oolwich Trade LemIs 
Scheme) since 1904? 

(d) Is it not a fact that Foremen, Assistant Foremen, Draughtsmen 
and others are recruited from the Woolwich Arsenal and many of the 
Assistant Foremen in the Ordnance Factories in India have of late 
years been men who were Woolwich Trade Lads? 

Apprenticeship Training in Ordnance Factories. 

tl71. Mr, S. 0, Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Ordnance Factory Com- 
mittee which reported in April, 1919, was under the Bengal Committee, 
and that it was presided over by the Honourable Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mookherjee ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the Committee suggested that the apprenticeship 
aimed at must in any case not be lower in nature and quality to that of 
the Trade Lads at Woolwich and that the Indian Ordnance Factories must 
maintain as high a standard as the Eoval Ordnance Factories at Wool- 
wich? 

(•c) If the answer to above is in the affirmative, will Government please 
state the reasons and justifications for their reducing the technical train- 
ing in Ordnance Factories, and particularly in the Rifle Factory, Isha- 
pore ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Sir R. N. ^rookherjee’s Coinmittee recommended 
that a continuation course at Sibpur miglit eventually be adopted for 
Ordnance Fad ones’ apprentices and that the duration of this course will 
be for two years so as to qualify the students for the Foremen’s grade in 
service? If so, what steps were taken and how far was this recommenda- 
tion carried out? 

fFor answer to* this question, sfr answer to iinstarred question No. 167. 
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Postal Income and Increased Postage. 


172. Sai Bahadur Lala BxiJ Kishore: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether their postal income has been more or less or stationary 
since the increased rate came into operation, as compared' with the corre> 
spending months of the previous years? 

(6) Is it a fact that since the increased postage rate came into operation 
the public are spending a less amount on postage than what they used to 
do before? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) above is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to supply to this House a monthly figure of the sale of stamps- 
for the last six months and the figure for the corresponding months of 
the previous year? 


Mr, T. Ryan: (a), (b) and (c). The increases in postal and telegraph 
rates were brought into force from various dates, and January 1932, was 
the first month in which all the increases w'ere effective for an entire 
month. As will be seen from the accompanying statement, the postage 
and message revenue of the department has been more since October, 1931 
than that in the corresponding months of the last year. 


Statement comparing the total postage and mesaage revenue for the 10 months from 
AprU, 1931 to Januaiyy 1932, with that of the corresponding months of the previous 

year, ' 


(Figures are in thousands jf rupees). 


Mouths. 

Total ; Total 

postage and ! postage and 
message { message 

revenue during revonuo duiing 
1930-31. 1 1031-32. 

Increase 4* 
Decrease — 


Rs. 

Rs. 


April 

78,04^ 

66,17 

—11,87 

May 

76.77 

00,85 

—9,92 

June ...... 

70,0u 

(>9,0(i 

— 1,03 

July 

73,o2 

68,35 

—5,17 

August 

66,74 

67,51 

+77 

September 

69,03 

64,27 

—4,76 

October i 

1 

70,99 

74,94 

+ 3 , 96 ' 

November ... 

66,52 

70,08 

+3,66 

Pecember i 

76,37 

73,22 

— 3,16 

January | 

78,11 

86,96 

+ 8,76 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Excesses of the Rolick in Delhi and Desecration op the Mosque or 

Kucha Rahman. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I have received a notice from Mr. 
Maswood Ahmad and also from Hayyid Mui*tuza Saheb Bahadur that they 
propose to ask for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House to-day for the purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of’ urgent public importance, as follows: 

*‘Tho excesses of ihe police in Delhi on Saturday last and the desecration of the 
mosque of Kucha Rahman.’* ' 

I have to inquire whether any Honourable Member has any objection to 
this motion. 

As no objection is taken, the motion will be discussed at 4 o'clock. 


ELECTION TO THE STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS. 

Mr. President: Order, order. 1 have to inform the Assembly that Rao 
Bahadur Patil has been elected to the third vacancy on the Standing 
Advisory Committee for the Department of Education, Health and Lanas. 
{Cheers.) 


THE GENERAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS. 

Second Stage. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : Order, order. 
The House will now proceed to take up the second stage of the considera- 
tion of the Budget — Demands for Grants. In this connection the Chair 
has been approached with a suggestion in which, the Chair is informed, there 
is general agreement of the House, that a special procedure should be 
adopted on this occasion. The procedure suggested is that, out of the 
six days which are allotted for the discussion of Demands for Grants, the 
first day should be allotted to the Nationalist Party, the second day to 
the Independent Party, half of the third day to the European Group and 
the other half to the United India Party, and the fourth day to those 
Honourable Members who do not belong to any party. The remaining 
two days should lu*. devoted to economy cuts, and not to censure motions. 
On the days whieli arc allotted to the respective Parties and to the 
unattached group, a represenitative of such party or group will move a 
cut motion raising a question of policy, and if further time is available, 
another cut motion will be moved on that day. In order to give effect 
to this suggestion, it is further proposed that the discussion of Demands 
for Grants should not proceed in the order as it appears on the Order 
Paper, but that a special Demand should be taken up out of its turn 
and that cut motions should be moved to it. The Chair has now to ask 
Honourable Members whether they ore all agreed that the suggestion which 
I have explained to the House should be adopted for the discussion of 
the Demands for Grants. (Voices: *'Yes, yes’\) I take it the House 
is unanimously agreed. (VoiceSii “Yes.**) 

( 1951 ) 
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According to this arrangement the Demand which is to be discussed 
is the votable grant for fhe Executive Council; and I would therefore 
ask the Honourable the Einance Member to put before the House the 
Demand under item 28 — ‘'Executive Councir'. 

Demand No. 28 — Executive Council. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 85,000 be granted to the. Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of Mai’cli, 1933, in respect of the ‘Executive CounciT. 

Mr. President: 1 understand that the Honourable the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party wishes to propose a cut motion to raise the constitu- 
tional issue I call upon him to move it. 

The Constitutional Issue, 

Sir Eari Sin^ Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I wish to move that the Demand under the head “Executive 
Council*’ be reduced by Ks. 100 to raise the constitutional issue. Honour- 
able Members will observe that in this connection we have to consider 
the two stages of the constitutional issue, the constitutional development 
of India under the present constitution and the constitutional development 
of India under the constitution to bo given in the near future. As regards 
the constitution of the Government of India under the present constitution, 

I would recall to Honourable Members the epoijh-making pronouncement 
of the 9th April, 1917, at the Imperial Conference at which we found that 
the assembled delegates at the Imperial Conference unanimously passed 
the following resolution: 

“That the Imperial War (inference are of opinion that the readjustment of the 
constitutional relation of the component parts of the Empire is too important and 
intricate a subjeot to be dealt with during the war, and that it should form the sub- 
ject of a special Imperial Conference to be summoned as soon as possible after the 
cessation of the hostilities. 

They deem it their duty, however, to place on record their view that any such re- 
adjustment, while reserving all existing powers of self-government and complete 
control of domestic affairs, should be based upon a recognition of the Dominions as 
autonomous nations of the Imperial Commonwealth, and of India as an important 
portion of the same. We recognise the right of the Dominions and India to an ade- 
quate voice in foreign policy and in foreign relations and to provide effective arrange- 
ments for a continuous consultation in all important matters and fur such iieces- 
sa^ concerted action founded on consultation as the several Governments may deter- 
mine.” 

Honourable Members will be pleased to see that this declaration made 
at the Imperial Conference may be resolved into three distinct parts. 
First, that it should recognise and preserve all existing powers of self- 
government in the Dominions wherever it exists. Secondly, that the 
readjustment should be based upon a full recognition of the Dominions as 
autonomous nations of an Imperial Commonwealth, and of India as an 
important part of the said Commonwealth. Thirdly, that the readjust- 
ment should recognise the right of the Dominions and of India to an 
adequate voice in foreign policy and in foreign relations. And a Committee 
was to be appointed to give effect to this declaration. 

Honourable Members will thus see that so far as the Dominions were 
concerned, the readjustment was to recognise the autonomous character 
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Df the Dominions, and a Committee was to be appointed for the purpose 
of making a readjustment. So far as India was concerned, the declara- 
tion was that India was to be an important portion of the Imperial 
Commonwealth, and secondly, (mark these words) that the readjustment 
should provide effective arrangements for continuous consultation on all 
important matters of common Imperial concern and for such concerted 
action founded on consultations the several Governments may decide^ 
These are the two fundamental rights conceded to India by the Imperial 
Conference of 1917. The full effect of these rights was the subject-matter 
of discussion in the House of Commons on the 6th August, 1918. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Why 
not go back a little further? 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: On the 6th August, 1918, Mr. Chamberlain, who 
was a member of the Imperial Conference of 1917, and who was a special 
member of the War Cabinet in 1918, explained as to what had been the 
new position of India under the Imperial Conference Resolution of the 
previous year. He said : 

“In the light of the discussions which took, place last year and this year ’n the 
Imperial War Conference, a new recognition has been given to the equality of status 
of India and to a right of reciprocal treatment as lietwecn the Dominions and 
India or Great Britain and India of their respet'tive citizenship. In thes<>,> matters 
within the last few years India has leaped .suddenly into a place of equality with the 
other great dominion portions of Hi.s Majesl\'s Dominions and her representatives sit 
within them in regard to Imperial Council.*’ 

Later on ho said : 

“It is but right that that great progress in Imperial status and position, that 
admission to partnership in the Empire fur India, should be accompanied or follow- 
ed, as soon as may \)e, by a revision of the share which Indians take in their own 
Government and by an effort to set them upon road wiiich will lead them steadily 
forward in the paths of progress and reforms. ** 

Honourable Members will remember that on the 20th August, 1917, a 
declaration was made in the House of Commons defining the ultimate goal 
of British policy in India as the establishment of responsible government 
in this country. Now, Honourable Members will remember that the 
evolution of the British constitution lias from time immemorial proceeded 
upon not only the written letter of the law, but also upon conventions, 
treaties, usages and practices w^hich implement, and to a very large extent 
supplant, the narrow frame-work of a written constitution! That being 
the case, w'^e have for the first time the recognition of India as a partner 
in the British Comrnonw'ealth, and certain defined rights as regards 
external policy and external affairs are conceded to her in her own right, 
and it is further declared that effective arrangements will be made for tbe 
purpose of giving India's representative an adequate voice in the deter- 
mination of her foreign policy. Honourable Members will thus see that 
in 1918 two confluent currents were flowing in the direction of the eman- 
cipation of India, one was preceded by the declaration of Mr. Montagu 
in the House of Commons on 20th August, 1917. and the other took its 
origin at the Imperial Conference Resolution of 9th April, 1917. to which 
T have referred. If we really wish to understand the present constitu- 
tional character of the Government of India to be obtained from the 
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ofiBcial documents, we cannot look at the one without the other, and when 
my Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir interjected a remark, “Why 
don’t you go backward,” that is exactly the lament of myself and those 
who think with mo that the short memories of people are responsible for 
iorgetting the advance that has already been made, and that when they 
. went to the Bound Table Conference, they suffered from that shortness 
of memory and completely made a clean sweep of the past and began to 
write upon a clean slate. (Cheers.) I shall presently point that out to 
the Honourable Members and to the Honourable Member who interrupted 
me. Sir Cowasji Jehangir, for his own satisfaction. The Honourable 
Member will find that when, in 1918, Mr. Montagu published his memor- 
able Keport, and in the discussion that took place in the House of Com- 
mons upon that Report, Mr. MacDonald, now the Prime Minister of 
England, made certain suggestions which were afterwards acceded to and 
which were to be regarded as a part of the conventional constitution to 
implement the statutory Act of Parliament enacted in 1919. Mr. MacDonald 
in referring to the future constitution of India said : 

‘Tb should not be a beginning/* 

— that is to say the new constitution must not merely be a beginning, — 

^'but shall be a real substantial beginning that organisation and machinery will 
be created which will go by its own momentum from stage to stage, and at each 
stage it reaches, will carry to a fuller extent the complete ideal of self-government 
•wiuiin the Empire.** 1 

That was to be the first condition. The second condition was: 

**The Secretary of State should be in the same position as the Secretary of Stats 
for the Colonies.’* 

Speaking on this subject, Mr. MacDonald said : 

*'The Secretary of State here and in fact the wliole of Indian Government still 
^retains the features of the East India Company. It has been modified from time 
to time but the parentage of our system is the East India Company. I would 
suggest to my Right Honourable friend that he should enquire as to whether the 
Secretary of State and the Council here are to be maintained. It is a pure anachro- 
nism, the survival of the trading company with the Court of Directors, and so on, 
and not at all suited to a Government Department. If my Right Honourable friend 
has any intention to making h’m a responsible Parliamentary Minister, then, i hope 
this House will not tolerate the existence of a Council of non -representatives and 
largely personally interested people.** 

'The third point that Mr. MacDonald drew attention of the House to. wns : 

“I think wo ought U) make our mind.s perfectly clear that the cIccIpcI sertifu? rf 
both provincial and Imperial Legislatures will be in the majority, to that oxloti'. \m' 
support the report, but I think there is much tliat we shall have to di.scu-s in 
suggestion made in the report in con.«equence of this, for instnnre this is n 'c-v 
simple dilemma In which such legislatures cun get, you get the inajoritv of the k.'i- 
latures eler'tftd, yn.i get the executive officials and nominees. That mearis yon al J 
invite conflict. You cannot run a legislature the majority of which is rleefed 
'exocutlvL* consisting of nominated or ofRciul Meml)ers. Therefore, wo ought candi'My to 
admit that the elected majorities in the legislature must have, at any rate, a snb«t.in 
tial representation of the logi.slaturc on the executive. There can bo no half 'Viiy 
house in that, and the Government should openly accept it.’* 

Later on he says : 

"Show t^e Indians straightaway that we are trusting them and do not put them 
into the position of being free and irresponsible critics.** 
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Honourable Members will find that these suggestions, made by the present 
Prime Minister of England, were substantially given effect to imme- 
diately on the enactment of the Act of 1919. Before that Act Avas enacted, 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee had implemented the terms of that 
Act by. recommending — and their recommendations were declared to be 
read as part of the Government of India Act itself — that in the matter 
of fiscal autonomy, India was to possess the same right as the other self- 
governing Colonies of Canada, Australia and South Africa, and secondly, 
that in matters of purely Indian interest, where the Government of India 
and the Legislature were in agroevnent, tho Secretary of State should 
ordinarily stand out. Therefore, when that Act was passed, Honourable 
Members will see what the intention of the framers of the Act and the 
founders of the new constitution was, that there should be a substantial 
dyarchy in the centre. As Mr. jVfacDonald pointed out, we cannot have 
a responsible Legislatiu'e without that Legislature being represented on 
the executive. You cannot have a majority Legislature unless the two 
sides of the T-iCgislature are in substantial harmony and are not brought 
into constant conflict. In order to harmonise the two sides of the House, 
it was decided that at least three Members of the Executive Council 
should be drawn from tho Legislature, and the first three appointments to 
the first Executive Council formed after the first Legislative Assembly 
were Members of the late Imperial Legislative Council. Secondly, 
successive Secretaries of State have reaffirmed the convention known as 
the fiscal autonomy of India; and thirdly it was provided that whenever 
there is an agi*eement between the Government of India and tho Legis- 
lature, the So(!rctarv of State should stand out, and in order to enable him 
to do so, section 19- A of the Govemrhent of India Act w’os enacted for 
tho purpose of enabling the Secretary of State to relax his control. This 
was the position of the Government of India in 1921. Hono\irnble Mem- 
bers will thus see that the sum-total of the powers which the people of 
India enjoyed in 1921 \vas a large measure of sovereignty designated by 
the w’ords '‘Control of India in matters of foreign policy and foreign affairs**, 
in matters of internal administration the convention was that the Legis- 
lature should be represented upon the executive, that the Legislature 
should possess fiscal autonomy, and that in matters of general Indian 
interest where the Executive Govemment of India and the Legislature 
wwe in agreement, tlie Secretary of State should relax his control. 

It is for the Honourable Members to see to what extent there has 
been a departure from this constitution initiated by the Act of 
- Noon. j sides of the question separately. 

Healing first wdth tho newly acquired rights of India in matters of extcnial 
policy and external affairs, the Besolution of the Imperial Conference was 
that there should bo a readjustment, and that India’s voice sliould be 
adequate in matters affecting her foreign policy and foreign relations. In 
1922, really speaking on the 2fird ^farch, 1922, one of us drew the atten- 
tion of this House to this new intenintional character of India established 
bv the Conference, and w'o desired that in the future Conferences this 
House should bo represented by its elected delegates. That Resolution 
was opposed on behalf of Government, but at tho same time Govorument 
gave us an undertaking to the following effect. The then Homo ^rernhor 
(Sir William Vincent) speaking upon the debate, at page 3635 ?*£ the 
Debates, dated 23rd March, 1922, said: 

“For obvious rpssons it is nece'iSflry for us to appoint men who will oonimand the 
^^upport of this Assembly.** 


C 
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That was the pledge given by the Home Member as regards the repre- 
sentation of the Legislative Assembly in the future Conferences of the 
Empire. Now Honourable Members will recall that the Conference of 
1917 had recommended the establishment of a committee for the purpose 
of working out the purpose of the Eesolution which was passed there. A 
committee was to have been appointed in the Imperial Conference of 1926', 
and in 1922, as I have said, the Honourable the Home Member had 
assured the House that the representative of India would be such as would 
command the support of the Legislative Assembly. But if we turn to the 
Imperial Conference proceedings of 1926, what do we find? We find that 
India was represented by three gentlemen, Major-General Kirk, Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff, Mr. H. A. P. Lindsay, the Trade Commissioner 
in India and the Maharajah of Burdwan. But as the last-named failed 
to appear, he sent his son as a Private Secretary to himself to represent 
India. Such was the Indian representation in the Imperial Conference of 
1926, when the external rights of India were to be determined by the 
appointment of a committee, the result of which, as Honourable Members 
will presently see, has created a new situation so far as the rest of the 
Dominions of the British Commonwealth are Concerned. But though 
India w’as represented in the manner I have described, the Imperial Con- 
ference did not omit to hark back to the Resolution, Resolution No. 9, 
passed in 1917. And referring to that Resolution we find at page 15 of 
the Imperial Conference Report of 1926 the following sentences : 

“It will he noted that in the previous paragraphs we have made no mention of 
India. Our reason for limiting their scope to Great Britain and the Dominions is 
that the position of India in the Empire is already defined by the Government of 
India Act of 1919. We would nevertheless recall that by Resolution 9 of the Im- 
perial War Conference of 1917 due recognition was given to the important position 
held by India in the British Commonwealth.** 

So that Honourable Members will thus see that while the question was 
raised as to how the committee should consider the case of India in the 
readjustment for which a Committee had been appointed, India was 
dismissed with this short statement, that the case of India had already 
been disposed of by the Act of 1919. But Honourable Members will find 
that the case of India was not disposed of by the Act of 1919 which merely 
dealt with questions internal to India and did not deal with questions as 
regards her external rights. India’s case therefore went by default in the 
Imperial Conference of 1926. That Conference appointed a Committee 
presided over by Lord Balfour, and that Committee gave a decision, the 
result of which was enacted in an Act of Parliament known as the Statute 
of Westminster, passed in November last. The effegt of that Act knowm 
as the Statute of Westminster is to make the Dominion Parliaments 
soverei^ Parliaments, and to give them the right of extra-territorial 
legislation which they did not possess before. A very large number of 
Acts limiting their rights of absolute sovereignty and co-equal partnership 
with the mother-country were recommended for repeal, and they were 
then repealed or are on the eve of repeal now. 

I submit, therefore, that so far as India is concerned, India’s external 
rights have not been safeguarded in the manner they were intended to bo 
Conference of 1917. Nevertheless the Conference Eesolution of 
1917 was not a war measure, as will be apparent from the fact that India 
was called upon to be a co-signatory with the other self-governing Dominions 
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to the Treaty of Versailles. India was admitted as a foundation member 
of the League of Nations in 1919, and India has been invited in her own 
right to attend the Imperial Conferences held from time to time; and 
ancillary to that India has become a member of the Washington Labour 
Conference. She was a party to the Labour Conference; she has been a 
party to the Locarno and Kellogg Pacts and various other international 
Conventions entered into by the self-governing Dominions and other self- 
governing nations that went there. My submission, therefore, is that in 
the eye of the constitutional lawyer the external sovereignty of India as 
an international State is beyond dispute, and I think it was inadvertence 
to the rights of external sovereignty which India has been enjoying for a 
decade past that Mr. Wedgwood Benn speaking from his place as Secretary 
of State in November, 1929, described India as a Dominion in action. 
More recently when the same question was troubling the mind of Mr. 
Winston Churchill in the memorable debiite on the VHiite Paper on the 
3rd January of the present year, Mr. Churchill with all these facts passing 
through his mind said that India was a Dominion for ceremonial purposes. 
So that you have the statement by two great statesmen, one calling India 
a Dominion in action, and the other calling India a Dominion for ceremo- 
nial purposes. 

A third intermediate place was sought to be assigned to India, namely, 
that though India has got the status of a Dominion, .it lacks the functions 
of a self-governing Dominion. This aspect of the question was applied 
not only to India but also to the self-governing Dominions before 1926; 
and referring to it on page 14 I find the following passage : 

“Equality of status so far as. Britain and the dominions are concevned is thus 
the original principle governing our inter-imperial relations; but the principles of 
equality and similarity appropriate to status do not universally extend to functions. 
Here we require something more than immutable dogmas.** 

The fact, therefore, is that this dissociation of the status with the 
functions was a matter of a lively grievance in the self-governing 
Colonies and that has been set at rest by the Statute of W^estminster. 
to w’hicli I have referred. My submission is that India, so far as her 
external relations are concerned, has not the theoretical attributes 

of a sovereign State, but those attributes have been recognised and given 
effect to from 1918 dow’n to the present time. Only the other day when 
the question about fiscal autonomy of India was under debate and I raised 
this debate, the Honourable Sir George Bainy, speaking on behalf of 
Government, in a considered statement which he read out to the House, 
said that the question of fiscal autonomy, so far as India w’as concerned, 
is recognised, but the fact is that India lacks the machinery for giving 
effect to her rights; and then he suggested that such machinery might be 
set on foot by the Bound Table Conference, which was then in session in 
London. This is a plain recognition of the fact that the attributes of 
sovereignty wdiich India has enjoyed and which have been accumulating 
since 1917 are incapable of enjoyment without setting up an autonomous 
internal machinery for the self-government of India. These are the facts, 
therefore, which I wish to draw the attention of the House to, and I 
think these are the facts w'hich must be regarded the fundamental rights 
of India upon w'hich the superstructure of the future constitution should 
be constructed. 

But vrhen I read the proceedings of the Bound Table Conference, both 
the first and the second, I find no reference to any of these historic facts, 

c 2 
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end I am not surprised at niy friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir just now interrupt- 
ing me, when I was dealing with the question, he having said Why do 
you not go further back than 1917?’’ He wanted to make clean sweep 
of India’s past, and in the Bound Table Conference make a fresh contract, 
as if India had never acquired any rights which India claimed, and which 
India had been enjoying during a decade or more, as I have pointed out 
already. I, therefore, submit tliat that was an inherent weakness in the 
Bound Table Conference. Honourable Members will, therefore, find that 
when Lord Beading made a statement saying that he was in favour of 
granting responsibility in the centre on tw'o main conditions, one of which 
was that there should be an Indian Federation, and the association of the 
representatives of the Indian Princes in the Federal Chambers, and, 
secondly, there must be reservations and safeguards. When His Lordship 
was making that statement, I venture to submit with the utmost respect 
to him, that he had for the time being forgotten that so far as reserva- 
tions in regiU’d to external policy and external affairs were concerned and 
which he wanted under tlie sclicmo which he adumbrated in his speech, 
and wliich lias since been accepted by the Bound Table Conference, that 
had already been conceded to India- in 1017, and, therefore, they could not 
he withdrawn, and that any constitutional development of India must 
recognise tliis fact and nil that was relevant was to set up a machinery 
in consonance witli the accepted rights which India had been enjoying 
during all these years. Tlint is my first submission. 

My second submission is that as regards the principle of federation 
with the Indian Ih’inces, that is the second condition precedent stated by 
Lord Beading and accepted by the Bound Table Conference. Now let us 
examine what that means. Beading the proceedings of the two Confer- 
ences and wdiat has subsequently taken place, we find that the Indian 
Princes are sharply divided upon the question of a Federation itself; but 
so far as there is any agi’eenient at all, that agreement is w’ith a few 
States who want a representation and a weightage out of all proportion 
to their population in relation to British India. 

I shall very briefly give the salient features of the conditions upon 
which the Indian Princes are prepared to join the Indian Federation. It 
was suggested that the Council of State or the Upper Chamber, as it is 
described in the Bound Table Conference, should consist of 100 or 150 
members, and the Indian Princes want a representation of a moiety, that 
is, fifty per cent. I understand that it has been agreed to that they should 
get 40 per cent, there. The second point is that the Indian Princes 
demand, and it has boon agreed to, that the representation of the Indian 
Princes both in the Council of State and fbe Federal Ass(^ml)ly shall be. 
the representation of the rulers and the States, in other words, the Gov- 
ernments of the States and not of the Statt^s themselves, including the 
Government and the people ; and the third point that they have made very 
clear is that a federal contact between the two Tndias shall be only upon 
siibjficts of common interest to be categorised and enumerated in the 
constitution. And lastly, which is very important, that their relation to 
rte Crown and their treaties must remain in other respects inviolate. 
These are the conditions upon which the Indian Princes are prepared, at 
some of them, to come into the Indian Federation. So far as 
the Federal Assembly is concerned, it is recommended that it should 
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consist of about 250 or 300 members, and that the Indian Princes should 
have representation of 33 1/3 per cent.; that is, one-third. On a popula- 
tion basis they are entitled only to 23*8 per cent, of representation in 
either House. Now, if that were all, that would be sufl&ciently disquieting, 
but the Indian Princes demand, and their demand has been conceded, 
that- the executive, that is to say, the ministry shall be only removable 
by the two- third votes of the two Houses in joint session, which means 
that the ministry cannot be removed unless the Princes’ representatives 
in the two Houses agree to its being turned out. 


Then it has been said that there will be representatives of the Indian 
Princes in the two Houses who should have a, voice not only in matters 
affecting the two Indias, but also in matters of domestic concern, and 
what is most important is, and it has been expressly laid dowm, that 
where a vote of no-confidence is moved against a ministry even on a 
matter of purely British Indian interest even then the rule *of two-thirds 
in which the Indian States will participate would apply. This is very 
briefly the constitution of the two Houses and the power of the executive ; 
but that is not all. Apar^ from the Princes’ block,, of which Lord Reading 
made no secret, tliat it would act as a steadying influence upon the 
activities of the two Legislatures, we have a very large number of reserva- 
tions and safeguards besides Defence and Foreign and Political Relations. 

Only the other day wc had to deal with the question of a Statutory 
Railw^ay Board. That is the first reservation or safeguard, added to which 
we have reservations as regards finance, currency and exchange and com- 
mercial discrimination. So that, what is left after these reservations and 
safeguards Honourable Members can easily see, and even that residue 
would be subject to the control of tiia Indian Princes, where they will 
have large weightage, and the ministry would be irremovable except upon 
the joint vote of tlie two Houses in which the Princes’ representatives will 
take part. But that is not all. At the present moment this House has 
got the sole right of voting supplies, but in the new constitution we are 
told that this should be a power given to both the Houses. I do not 
wish to give Honourable Members of this House other details far too 
numerous for discussion in a pop ilar Chamber, but I rest content by 
saying that if the future development of the Indian constitution is to 
depend upon this conception of federation of the Indian India and British 
India, I despair of its success. Honourable Members will see that, so 
far as the Indian Princes are concerned, they have taken no part in being 
parties to the declaration of fundamental rights ; they have taken no part 
at all in safeguarding good internal government within their own States; 
they have absolutely emphasised that, so far as their treaty rights are 
concerned, so far as their relations to the Crow’n arc concerned, they 
must remain inviolate. Consequently, while at the present moipenf 
this Assembly is in conflict with the British Grown, I foresee in 
the near future under the new constitution that would be established on 
the lines I have indicated a struggle in British India not only with the 
Crown, but also with the representatives of the Indian States. Thus, 
while British India has now a hard struggle, having to fight with the 
British Indian Government alone how much more difficult it will be for 
her if she is confronted with the Crown and her allies, the Indian 
Princes. 
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Such, then, Sir, is the prospect that we see before us in the fruition 
of a new constitution. I was reading the other day, and I have no doubt 
that Honourable Members must have done the same, that while some 
Princes are prepared to come into this constitution upon their own terms, 
other Princes are not at all willing to fall into line with the rest. The 
result is that the question of federation is receding more and more into 
the background, and people in British India are feeling apprehensive that 
if the question of federation is a condition precedent to the evolution of 
reforms, the question of the development of a self-governing constitution 
for British India might be unduly delayed. Therefore, what we desire to 
impress upon the Government is, that whatever may be the question as 
regards the federation of the two Indias, the British Cabinet should 
immediately take in hand tlie question of the future constitution of British 
India, and that is the line along which Honourable Memoers will find 
the States of Central and Western Indias have combined and formulated 
a scheme. They say, let Government come into closer contact vrith Indian 
India through the medium of a Council of united India in which matters 
of common interest will he debated and discussed. Well, Sir, whatever 
may be the point of contact between the two Indias, what we on this 
side desire is that the future constitution of India should no longer be 
delayed. 

The second point to which I wish to draw the attention of Honourable 
Members is that it was stated by the Prime Minister in his speech on 
the 19th January, at the close of the first conference, that he would not 
wait for the coming into force of the new constitution but that he would 
see if he could not introduce changes immediately in the administration 
of India in consultation with persons possessing administrative experience. 
That pronouncement was made more than a year ago, but I am sorry to 
find that no such advance has yet been made, which makes me fear that 
even a temporary advance being so long delayed, the future constitution 
of this country might perhaps be relegated to the Greek kalends. 
I, therefore, submit that, whatever may be the advantages of an all-India 
Federation, we on this side of the House should impress on the Govern- 
ment the desirability of losing no lime in setting on foot such constitu- 
tional changes as were forecasted by the present Prime Minister in the 
speech to which T have referred. I further submit ibat no time should 
be lost in launching a new constitution for British India and providing 
therein a machinery for bringing into contact the two Indias, if and when 
possible. That, in short, is the demand that I wish to make, and I hope 
that the House will support me. (Applause.) 

Dr, P, X. DeSouza (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, in rising to address 
the, House on the constitutional question raised by the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party, I wish to confine niy remarks ns far as possible to the 
histor}^ of the Bound Table Conference from its inception up to the present 
time and the possibilities of a solution of the present crisis. When the 
future historian of the constitutional development of this country writes 
about the progress of free institutions in this land, I venture to submit 
that he will have to record that the history of the Round Table Conference 
has been a tragedy of errors. It took its origin in the blunder of a great 
^English statesman, who did not realise that a self-respecting India would 
refuse to accept a constitution unless some representative Indians were 
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'associated in the Statutory Commission and which was to frame that consti- 
tution. The all white Simon Commission which he sent out, marched 
through the country amid scenes of disorder and civil disobedience, amid 
scenes of non-co-operation, till then unexampled in the history of India. 

It is true that the caravan passed and the dogs barked, but when the 
caravan reached home, it had no other merchandise to offer to its master 
at the India Office than a still born document in the shape of the Simon 
Keport. The dogs that barked took to themselves the credit that it was 
their loud barking that made this document still bom. I have called this 
document still born, because the Government of the day who sent out 
the Commission consigned it to oblivion. Even the very authors of that 
document refused to mention it in public. It was not even given a decent 
burial; it was consigned to the dust bin. 

When attempts were made by the Labour Government to rectify the 
error which its predecessor had committed in selecting the representatives 
of the iSimon Commission, misfuture seems to have dogged their steps 
in making the selection ; for who were the men who were sent out to re- 
present India at the Round Table Conference? Men of eminence no doubt 
in their respective walks of life, but men who, unfortunately, turned out 
to be die-hards in communal matters, men who believed in the policy of 
fortiter in re without cultivating the art of suavite'r in modo {Mr, A, H, 
Ghuznavi: “Does it include Mr. Gandhi also?*') (An Honourable Mem- 
ber: “He was talking of the first stage.*’) 

Sir, what are the results of the two sittings of the Indian Round Table 
Conference? The whole world was watching its progress, but it revealed 
scenes of discord and disunion which were probably unexampled in the 
history of conferences which had assembled for the purpose of framing a 
constitution for a great countr}^ After a labour of tw’o sittings, it succeeded 
in giving birth to two monsters. The first monster w^as the Minority Pact. 
(Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney : “Question.’*) What is this Minority 
Pact ? A combination of the most heterogenous elements that it is possible 
to put together (Hear, hear), a combination of Europeans, Anglo-Indians, 
Indian Christians, Mussalmans, and Depressed Classes. Is there a common 
bond of unions between these people who formed this Minority Pact? la 
there any common working plan possible between such heterogenous 
elements? {An Honourable Memler: “Minority is the bond**) The only 
comrifion bond, so far as I can see, between the framers of this Minority 
Pact is the fear of the Hindus. {Lieut. ’Colonel Sir Henry Gidjuy: 
“Not a bit.*’) Can a pact established on hatred, on fear of the majority 
community, ever work in peace? Was it constituted for the purpose of 
working a peaceful constitution, or was it established for the purpose of 
creating and per})etuating disunion in the countrs’ for ever and ever? Sir, 
I read the other day of a happy family consisting of a tiger, a monkey, 
a dog, and a cat. {An Honourable Member: “Who is wdio?’’) At one 
time* persons wdio kept animals were rather proud of the different tyP^^ 
they could bring together in a cage. The happy family drew* people to 
zoological gardens or to the circus, hut a happy family of the kind I have 
described, which constituted the Minority Pact, outside a circus or a 
zoological garden, seems to mo to bo entirely impracticable. We have 
heard of the lamb and the lion lying down together. They lie together 
only in sto^ books, and in real life I think the place of the lamb is 
inside the lion. (Laughter.) That, unfortunately, happens to be the posi- 
tion in which the ccmimunity to which I belong finds itself in this Minority 



1962 legislative assembly-. [14th Mar. 1932. 

{Dr. P. X. DeSouza.] , 

Pact. {An Honourable Member: “What is that oommunity?“) I will 
tell you, — I belong to the Indian Christian community^ a community which 
numbers nearly six million people according to the last census, — the third 
largest in India. {An Honourable Member: “Fourth largest. “) If you 
look at the table of representation provided for this Indian Christian 
community 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Eural) : You admit 
that the depressed classes have gone away from your cage and family. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza: You will find that the Indian Christian community 
is to be represented as follows. While there are 4 representatives in the 
Upper Chamber for Europeans numbering about 120,000, one representa- 
tive for Anglo-Indians numbering about 160,000 I think, and 6 representa- 
tives for the Sikhs numbering about 2J millions, there is only one representa- 
tive for the Indian Christian community numbering six millions. 

Mr. K. M. Jofihi (Nominated Non-Official) : What was your Pannirselvam 
doing? 

‘ ®®SoU2a: If the lamb wishes to live with the lion, its only 

place is inside the lion, and Mr. Pannirselvam found himself inside the lion. 
{An Honourable Member: “What about Buddhists and Parsis?“) Take 
the Lower Chamber. The Europeans numbering 120,000 have 12 repre- 
sentatives in that Chamber, Anglo-Indians get 3 and Sikhs 10 and the 
Indian Christians have 7 representatives with a population of 6 millions. 
{An Honourable Member: “How many have you got now?“) Christians 
in this Assembly have only one nominated representative, owing to the 
difficulty in forming a constituency for a community which is scattered all 
over India. 

Now, I proceed to the provinces and Bombay is the province with which 
I am best acquainted. In the City of Bombay and the City of Karachi, 
which fonns part of the Bombay Presidency, there is a large influential 
and educated Indian Christian community. Honoiuable Members familiar 
with Bombay cannot deny that. What is the representation provided by 
this minority pact for the Indian Christian community in the Bombay 
Legislature? The total population, according to the latest census of Indian 
Christians in the Bombay Presidency, is more than 300,000. The propor- 
tion of literacy, taking not only primary, but also secondary and higher 
education, is more than 60 per cent., and the number of representatives 
provided is just 2 out of a total number of 200. Is it possible to speak 
with moderation of a pact which allows such iniquities to be perpetrated 
in its name? 

I said that the second Bound Table Conference gave birth to two 
monsters. One was the Minority Pact and the second was the federation 
between British India and Indian India, on which my Honourable friend 
the Leader of the Nationalist Party descanted mih such eloquence. Is 
it possible to form a working federation betw’^een extreme autocracy and 
extreme democracy? As was pointed cut by Lord Beading himself in the 
course ol his speeches at tho Bound Table Conference, previous history 
has shown that when extremes of this kind federate together, unless there 
IS great tact and discretion, the result probably in the long run will be a 
civil war between the two federating elements, or if there is no civil w'sr, 
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a complete subjection of the one by the other, and Heaven hely) British 
India when it is confronted with the possibility of a conflict with Indian 
India. Sir, this is the result of the second Hound Table Conference. 

Now, various committees such as the Franchise Committee, the Federal 
Finance Committee and the States Committee are scouring the length and 
breadth of the country as a preparation for the third sitting of thv3 
Bound Table Conference and the dogs continue barking, while the caravan 
shows signs of shedding some of its important elements. My Honourable 
friend the Leader of the Opposition said that the Princes of Western India 
are gradually realising what the implications of the proposed Federation 
may be and are showing signs of restiveness. Again a large proportion of 
the Moslems of India have said that as it is impossible to settle the com- 
munal question, they would leave it to the British Government to settle 
it and will accept its verdict. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy. (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) : The Moslems never said that they would accept the verdict 
of the British Government. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: Anyhow they submitted the matter to the arbitra- 
tion of the British Government. Until that is done, they refuse to co- 
operate with the working of the Round Table constitution. Now what is 
the other sid(' of the picture? We And that the Congress has declared open 
war with the Govemment established by law and the Government estab- 
lished by law has no other alternative but to bring all its powers to bear 
on crushing this movement. Sir, the Govemment is at war with the 
country, that is the condition of things we sec today. Disorder prevails 
everywhere. Those who do not sympathise with the Congress are in a 
state of deep and sullen discontent on account of the delay in promulgating 
the reforms. We live under Ordinance Raj and lathi Raj. I entreat the 
British Government with all tho force at my command not to wait till 
the Round Table Conference prepares its report to inaugurate the new 
constitution. Their report wiW not represent the voice of United India; 
because the leaders of the intelligentsia «are never behind prison bars. It- 
will necessarily take a long time before the conflicting intercsls are 
reconciled by agreement. In the circumstances I think the country will 
accept a constilulion framed by the British Govemment. The country has 
great confidence in the Premier. The lilritish Govemment has already 
decided how far it will go. With all the emphasis at my command, I 
ask the British Government to give us that constitution soon and put an 
end 1o this repression, the sullen discontent and disorder and then only 
will there be peace in the country. 

Ueut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney (Nominated Non-Oflicial) : Sir, I had 
no desire to intervene in this debate, but the remarks made just now* by 
my Honourable friend Dr. DeS'ouza have com])elled me to speak. Sir, 
I listened to the very eloquent discourse of the Leadiu* of the Opposition 
on this motion. 1 noticed not with much diflficully evidence of a personal 
clement, showing a strong conflict betw'een appointment and disappoint- 
inent. T have no doubt that the Honourable Member is very very dis- 
appointed; he was not a member of the Round Table Conference, and I 
found no difficulty in discerning in his speech a note of personal disappoint- 
niettt that he was not on this Committee. 
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Sir Earl Singh Oour: On a point of order. Is the Honourable Member 
in order in ascribing to any speaker a personal motive, namely, that his 
views are tainted by the fact that he was not appointed to the Round 
Tabie Conference. It is a personal reflection. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim' Rahimtoola) : The Chair 
holds the view that it is unparliamentary to attribute personal motives 
to Honourable Members. 

Ideut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: The intention of my observation was 
not a personal motive, but it may have been a personal gain. Apart from 
his eloquence 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I rise to a point of order. Sir. My friend has 
now aggravated the position; instead of calling it a personal “motive**, ho 
said it was a personal “gain**. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, I really used the word “gain**, 
“political gain** — I did not mean “personal gain’* or “personal 
aggrandisement**, but political gain, i.e., connected with his leadership of 
the Nationalistic Party. I never meant anything personal. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will have to choose his words 
properly. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Thank you. Sir. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members are hero not for any personal 
gain. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I am sorry I have been misunder- 
stood, I shall be more careful, Sir. Apart from the remarks made by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition in which he seemed to me to 
ridicule — to use a very mild word — ^the whole of the activities of the 
Bound Table Conference and the assistance rendered to it by the Govern- 
ment of India and the Simon Commission, he seemed to think that 
he alone has the perquisite of intelligence and to him alone has been 
given the ability of constitution-making. I think some other Members 
on the Opposite Benches are also suffering very badly from that obsession, 
but I see that their numbers are today added to by my friend, Dr. 
DeSouza. Dr. DeSouza I am sure initiated this discussion, for one main 
reason with which I am in entire accord and sympathy. This reason 
being, he considers the representation of Indian Christians agreed upon in 
the Minority Pact to be inadequate. I (certainly have every sympathy 
with him, and I wholeheartedly support him in his complaint. But 
does Dr. DeSouza realise that in presenting this point of view he is con- 
demning not only this Minority Pact but his own representative Mr. 
Parnir Selvam ? Sir, that Minority Pact, in my opinion, was the principal 
constructive work of a practical nature that the Round Table Conference 
did. (Hear, hear.) Sir, the Simon Commission’s Report is supposed to 
have been shelved. Honourable Members however will not be surprised 
to hear that the Simon Report is very much alive and still holds the 
field, and that it is the most exhaustive, the only authentic and the only 
reliable document in the field, despite the satirical remarks made against 
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it by the Leader of the Opposition, — and may I say, Sir, it is the only 
document that is today being seriously considered by all schools of political 
thought even including Sir Hari Singh Gpur. (Hear, hear.) Sir, the 
Honourable Member was a member of the Indian Central Committee but 
he is remarkably silent on that Eeport. Why? I would like to know 
what his opinions were on the anticipated and suggested conference while 
he was on that Committee and in the confidence of the Simon Commis- 
sion. Has he forgotten that? Did he not as a member of the I. C. 
Committee co-operate with the Simon Commission, and was not the 
Round Table Conference the outcome of its Eeport ? Did he in his 
Indian Central Committee Eeport object to the creation of a Eourtd 
Table Conference? Let him answer that question to this House. Anyhow 
we have had two Eound Table Conferences and each one has made its Re- 
port. The Minority Pact that was presented to the last Eound Table Con- 
ference was a pact to which some minority communities were driven by the 
attitude of that much-respected leader of the Congress Party, Mahatma 
Gandhi. (Hoar, hear.) Sir, it was Mahatma Gandhi who drove these 
minorities to this pact. Had it not been for his stubborn and, to my 
mind, illogical refusal to recognize the rights of certain minorities, we would 
never have made that pact, holy or unholy, acceptable or unacceptable as 
it may seem to my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, and other 
Alembers of this House. The puzzle to my mind was while Mahatma 
Gandhi was prepared to recognise the communal rights of Muslims and 
Sikhs and Hindus in those Provinces in which they arc in the minority, 
he refused this to depressed classes, Indian Christians, Europeans, Anglo- 
Indians and others. Indeed it was this mental somersault that converted 
the last scene before the curtain feU on the stage of the final Plenary 
♦Session of the second Eound Table Conference into a tragedy — or shall 
T call it a comedy — may be “final enactment” would be a better description. 
Sir, let ino try and tell this House how I visualised that last scene. On 
the one side of a gulf dividing the two sets of players, I felt I could see 
the revered Maliatma Gandlii, clothed in the garb of — let me sav — 
Emperor Chandra Gupta, and! dose by his 'side were his Lieutenants 
Pandit Malaviya and Dr. IVroonje. the latter clothed in the shredded 
raiments of Shivajee. Not far from his side was discernible the doughty 
Sikh champion, the worthy shadow of Eanjit Singh. On the other side of 
the gulf I (*ould SCO the other sot of players led by His Highness the Aga 
Khan, himself clothed in the garb of Aurangzeb and huddled around him 
were the minorities driven by ^Ir. Gandhi to his side for succour and 
help. Between those sets of actors as they played their game of political 
chess— my friend Sir Hari Singh Gour would prefer to call it “political 
bluff". T saw the Prime Minister of England with his two Lieutenanfs, 
the Lord Chancellor and the Secretary of State for India, occupying the 
position of Referee or Umpire. While the Mahatma held the Queen 
piece and the Aga Khan operated the King piece, we the minorities were 
represented on that board in the shape of pawns. But as the game |flro- 
gressed the holder of the Queen piece, Mahatma Gandhi, refused to play 
with the pawns and so these pawns declined to play or remain on the 
board and so decided to enter into a pact among themselves — other words 
to play their own game without the Mahatma. But the moat unfortunate 
p.yt of this game wa« that ifahatma Gandhi who I said held the Queen 
piece and ffis Highness the Aga Khan who held the King piece, instead 
of mating with each other, expended their tactics and energies to checkmate 
oach other, and the final result was that the Minority Pact with His 
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Highness the Aga Khan was formed, and in that pact was included the 
representative of Dr. DeSouzai’s community Mr. Pamir Selvam. Unfor- 
tunately for us there was a schism in the Indian Christian community^, 
one member representing the Homan Catholics joined the Pact while the 
other representing the Protestants did not do so and that was the reason 
why there W’as a division in their ranks. Dr. DeSouza in his criticisms 
certainly does not pay any compliment to his representative on the 
Bound Table Conference, on the contrary he tries to discredit his efforts. 
It was Dr. DeSouza’s duty holding "the views he does to have held 
meetings in the country and to liave cabled his demands to his representa- 
tive in England on the Bound Table Conference. Had he done so, I am 
sure Mr. Pamir Selvam and the Minority Pact would have been influenced 
and guided (Hear, hear), but to complain now is hardly playing the 
game. Sir, I tell this House that this Minority Pact is no numbug. This 
Pact is going to stand, and I confidently hope that my Moslem brothers 
will support me in my statement. {Voices: “Yes.*’) Sir, I take this 
occasion to thank the Muslim Group at the Round Table Conference some 
of whom are in this Honourable House today, for their steadfast loyalty 
to the other minorities. They refused to be tempted by the clever baits 
that were offered them by Mahatma Gandhi and others in London to 
desert us and they stood by their word of honour, and they stood by the 
pact. All honour and credit to them, but lot us not relax the intentions of 
this Pact, let us strengthen and cement it. After all, what has that Pact 
done? That Pact has shown to the British Nation as also to India that 
there is a body of people totalling one hundred and sixty millions, more 
than one-third of India’s total population, including Indian Christians, 
which my friend, Dr. DeSouza, said is the third largest community in 
India, but which I think is the fourth largest, — thus: Hindus, Muslims, 
Depressed Classes and Indian Christians 

Dr. r. X. DeSouza: The Depressed Classes arc included among the 
Hindus ? 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: The Depressed Classes are a separate 
community and have demanded separation from Hindus so they are the third 
largest community. I repeat that the Minority Pact represented one 
hundred and sixty millions of people, who demand that their voice be heard 
by the rest of India and who will see that their voice is listened to, 
despite being called a monster by Dr. DeSouza. This House will yet 
know the power of that monster. That child waS neither a monster nor 
anything that Dr. DeSouza might describe it, and I want him to appre- 
ciate that the Indian Christians go to form part of that monster. Sir, 
( was very sorry to hear Dr. DeSouza call into question the representative 
character of the delegates who constituted the Round Table Conference. 
Si^, on the floor of this House I flatly contradict that charge — ^I submit 
the Round Table Conference was fully representative of all communities 
and political parties in India. If Dr. DeSouza still thinks otherwise I 
call upon him or any Member of this Honourable House to answer me: 
Was Mahatma Gandhi the sole representative in the Round Table Con- 
ference of the Congress? Can anyone in this House deny that? If ho 
does, lot him say who else was considered by the Congress as its sole or 
additional representative? Indeed that Party would have no other voice 
but that of Mahatma Gandhi s to represent them at the Round Td-ble 
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Conference. That is question No. 1, answered against Dr. DeSouza’s 
charge. Next, will anyone deny that the late revered Sir Muhammad 
Shafi and His Highness the Aga Khan and such stalwarts as Mr. Gliuznavi 
and Mr. Fazal Huq from Bengal and Dr. Shafaat Ahmad were represen- 
tative of the Muslims? I hear no denial not even from Dr. DeSouza 
and so question No. 2 is answered. Again, will any one deny that Sir 
j Ali lmanL.W{is the elected representative of National Muslims'? 

. ’ ‘ Will he deny that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru was a most efi&cienfr 
representative of the Liberal Party? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru is not a Liberal; he himself 
has stated that publicdy. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: [ am not anxious to know Mr. Joshi ’s 
opinion as to whether Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru is a Liberal or a Labourite, 
but this much I do know that the representative of labour in this House 
is not only not Jiibcral in his Labours but he never fails to belabour 
the illiberality of his news on opinions expressed against him. I ask 
was not the Biglit Honour«1b](* Mr. Srinivasa Sastri the representative 
f»j- the Madras Liberal scliool of thought? Was not Sir C. P. Aiyar also 
the representative of Madras Liberals? Was not Sir A. Patro the repre- 
sentative of his (‘ominimitv ? Was not Dr. Moonje the representative of 
the Hindu iMahasabh'a ? Was not Sir Hubert Carr the representative of the 
European community in India and Sir Cowasji Jehangir one of the leading 
representatives of his community and the Liberal Party? And last but not 
least, was not Feudatory India truly represented by the Indian Princes who 
attended the Bound Tabic Conference? Does Dr. DeSouza or this House 
need any further proof of the truly representative character of the Bound 
Table Conference. I ask how can any one in this House say that the 
Bound Table Conference was not truly representative of all the repre- 
sentative political thoughts and parties in India including Mahatma 
Gandhi. For any one to turn round now and say that that Conference 
was not representative of India is an insult to the representatives who 
were there and also to those associations and bodies who were consulted by 
His Excellency the Viceroy and in response to whoso invitation they sub- 
mitted certain names for his selection. The Bound Table Conference was 
certainly a representative body. As to whether that body was successful 
in the achievement of a Federation or a Confederation in India, is quite 
a different matter. But this much I must say it is wholly wrong for any 
Honourable IVremher in this House more especially on the part of Dr. 
DeSouza to stand up today and say that the Bound Table Conference was 
not a representative body. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza: I rise on a point of personal explanation. Sir. 
T did not say that, altliough T might have said that, they were not repre- 
sentatives of the people. W’hat T did say was that the leaders who 
attended the Bound Table Conference were men who, however eminent 
they may have been, were not elected by the nation. 

Lieut. -Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: T am very glad to have his amplifi- 
cation but it makes Dr. DeSouza ’s position more awkward and untenable. 
The fact remains that he. did say that the Bound Table Conference was 
Dot representative of India, surely it vras not because Dr. DeSouza did 
not represent his community there. Why should he at this time decry 
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his own representative who joined us in the Minority Pact? Sir, Dr. 
DeSouza concluded his remarks by saying “Withdraw the round table 
Sir, it was not a round table; it was an oval-shaped table and goodness 
knows what shape it will be when the Conference meets for the third 
time. May be, should Dr. DeSouza and Sir Hari Singh Gour be repre- 
sentatives at the next Conference, the table will be shapeless. (Laughter.)^ 
Does Dr. DeSouza want to put the Eleport of the Conference into the dustbin 
as the Mover said had been the fate of the Report of the Simon Commission ? 
Remember there are many valuable things found in dustbins. He said 
that he did not want reforms. Then, what docs he want? Does he want 
the Indian Central Committee s Report to be accepted? 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member is addressing 
the Honourable Member (Dr. DeSouza) directly; he ought to address the 
Chair. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: If he does want that report, then 
the only gift India will receive as a measure of reform will be a Supreme 
Court for India which has become the baby of the Leader of the Nationalist 
Party. Does he seriously moan this House to believe that Indians will 
accept a constitution framed by the Prime Minister and the British 
Government? Surely, nobody on the opposite side will join with him 
in this request. If that is to saTisfy Indian aspirations, then There would 
be no need for this Assembly and no need for this cut motion of Sir 
Hari Singh Gour. Sir, there hjxs been a lot of idle talk and there has 
been a lot of nonsense talked about the composition and achievements 
of the Round Table Conference and when one stops to enquire who the 
critics are, it is found that these complaints generally emanate from 
those who were not represented on it. Those who criticise this 
Round Table Conference must realise that the delegates went 
there with a full purpose and determination to serve India;* if they 
have not been able to complete their task, it is not entirely their fault. 

It is the"' result of an accumulation of various matters, particularly the 
unsettled communal problem. No one deplores that unsettled condition 
more than I do, for I consider it to be the foundation stone on which 
the future constitution of India can be framed. Without that foundation 
stone well and truly laid, no structure, no new India, can be built. It 
is admitted that that was one of the chief reasons why the Round Table 
Conference could not come to any final conclusion. But, Sir, even if the 
Conference has not come to a final decision on all points, if the Princes 
are still unsettled on the question of a Federal India, if responsibility in 
the centre is still in the balance, if finance and defence are still reserved 
subjects and if Paramountcy of Power is still to be retained in the Crown* 
in perpetuity and lastly even if minorities are still unsatisfied, none will 
deny that if we did not come to a settled plan we brought back to India, 
a plan for settlement which the present committees are trying to settle. 
And* this House is certainly the proper place for this settlement to be 
disi5ussed. I can assure the House that no gain will be achieved if wc 
indulge in such criticisms at this late hour as to the representative 
character of the members of the Round Table Conference. Let us stop 
this bickering and together set to work to gain for India her goal on con- 
stitutional lines. The Minority Pact is out to achieve this end with your 
help or without it, but let us all work together to attain this end. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past Two. 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chai?. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist 
Party made a fairly long speech. But I must confess that I do not 
know still what is his main point. His speech did not raise any definite 
issue. He did not tell us what his constructive proposals were for the 
future constitution of India. He began by giving us a bit of history, 
commencing from 1917. Ho told us that the Imperial Conferences had 
already recognised the claim of India as an independent Dominion. Then 
he told us that Mr. Churchill states that India is a Dominion for cere- 
monial purposes. He also quoted from Mr. Wedgewood Benn, say- 
ing that India is a Dominion in action. But my own view is 

that India is not a Dominion only for ceremonial purposes, 
nor a Dominion to-day really in action. India to-day is 
growing into a Dominion. The Bound Table Conference was intended 
to mark the stage which India should reach immediately towards that 
goal. The Leader of the Nationalist Party made a complaint that the 
Bound Table Conference had forgot! en the previous history of the case and 
that the Conference*, should liave insisted upon India being made really 
and truly a Dominion immediately. The llonourabJe Member wag a 
Member of what is calltd the Central Committee. As a member of that 
Committee I tliought he would have put forward proposals which would 
convert India immediately into a Dominion. But T found he did nothing 
of the sort. I was therefore much disappointed with his speech. It is 
quite true that the Bound Table Conference did not contain a good repre- 
sentation of the Legislative Assembly. I myself feel that that was a 
very groat defect of the personnel of the Bound Table Conference. At 
the same time it is not true that the Conference was not really a repre- 
sentative body. We would have all preferred a larger representation of 
the Legislature. Although that is a defect, yet that defect is not so serious 
that we should allow people to challenge the representative character of 
that Conference. The Bound Table Conference had proposed a Federation 
for India. I am one of those who feel that !he proposed Federation is 
not a perfect one. It may not even deserve the name of a Federation. 
The proposed Federation does not even provide for a common citizenship 
for the whole of India. Indian States are insisting that their citizens should 
be only citizens of the respective States and they should not acquire by 
the States joining the Federation a common citizenship; even after the 
Federation, Indians from British India will not have a right to move into 
an Indian State as citizens of the Federation. They will have no right 
to acquire property in an Indian State by right of "common citizenship. 
There will be no common criminal law nor common civil law for the 
Federation. It is quite clear therefore that a Federation of this kind is 
not a perfect one. The Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Party 
stated that, although some Indian States were ready to join the Federation, 
many of the States were now trying to back out, or at least many of tliem 
were hesitating to join the Federation. I do not know why the Indian 
States should at all hesitate to come into the Federation. What do they 
stand to lose thereby? If you study the proposals which are adumbrated for 
this Federation, you will find that the Indian States do not propose to 
give up the slightest power which they at present possess. There is not 
a single proposal which is placed before the Bound Table Conference or 
accepted by the Conference which will deprive the Indian States of any 
functions which they are at present performing. Secondly, the Indian 
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States do not propose to sacrifice even a bit of the revenue which they 
are at present collecting. They do not sacrifice any power or function, 
but on the other hand the proposals for Federation are such that the 
Indian States are going to get representation in the Federal Legislature and 
also in the Federal Executive. The Indian States are also asking for the 
retrocession of their territories, the retrocession of certain revenues and 
also jurisdiction. Under these circumstances, I do not know w’hy the 
Indian States should be at all hesitating; on the contrary they should be 
very glad that they arc going to get power over British India, and if you 
go into details you will find that, although railways are going to be made 
Federal, it is the British Indian Bailways which are to bo Federal, and 
if the Indian States possess any railways, they arc to be State railways. It 
is the British Indian Post Oliices which are to be Federal; if there are 
any Post Ofiices maintained by the Indian States, they are to be controlled 
by the Indian States themselves. It is the British Indian currency which 
is going to be Federal. If any Indian State has its own currency, that 
currency is going to be controlled by th.it Stfitc. It is the British Indifin 
revenue on Customs which is going to be fedcraliscd, if any Indian State 
possesses Customs revenue, that State, I am told, is to be compensated 
for the loss of that revenue. Under these circuTqstances, I do not know 
why the Indian States should at all hesitate. It is true that we hoar in 
newspapers that certain States, especially those States which have got 
ports, are making a noise, that they do not propose to join the Federation. 
The reason is obvious; they get revenue from Customs, and they want to 
negotiate with British India for compensation for that revenue. If they 
at once say that they would join the Federation, their hands will he 
weakened. They are in a very strong position and they arc placed in 
that, strong position by the Britishers and by the Government of India or 
at least by the British Government. It is the British Government and 
the representatives of the British Parliament that stated that there will 
be no central responsibility in British India or in India unless the Indian 
States join in the Federation. That has given the Indian States the 
strongest position. They feel that there cannot be any constitutional 
reforms in British India unless the States agiTO to join. Under these 
circumstances it is quite natural that the States should dictate their t«*rms 
to ns. They have dictated their terms, and we under pressure and perhaps 
under difficulty have accepted, or at least some of us have accepted, 
because there is absolutely no other way. 

Mr. President, the Honourable the Lender of the Nationalist Party also 
went into certain other details, such as tJie representation of Indian States 
in the Federal Legislature. I quite agree with him that the Indian States 
are asking for representation in the Federal Legislature much more than 
they deserve, and there wore voices raised in the Federal Structure Com- 
mittee against the grant of that representation, and that question has not 
yet, been finally settled. Then he also .mentioned several other details of 
ihe constitution, such as, that no ministry should ho dismissed iinles.s a vote 
of a two-thirds majority is carried against it. I myself do not. agree with 
such a proposal. If a ministry cannot have a majoritv in the House, it 
cannot remain in power if it has got self-respect, and to attempt to keep 
a ministry in power unless there is a two-thirds majority against it really 
means that you are going to get a ministry which has absolutWv'no sel^ 
^sp^t. because that ministry will not be able to carry its legislation ir 
the House. That Ministiy’ will not be able to get the supplies which it 
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wants. Then, Sir, he also mentioned one or two other details into which 
I do not wish to go. 

My Honourable friend Dr. DeSouza raised the question of the minori- 
ties pact. I do not wish to go into the details of that pact. I quite agree 
with him that the Indian Christians have been let down in that pact, but 
that is not the object with which I am referring to it. I refer to the 
minorities pact for this reason, that that pact makes no sound proposal 
for the representation of the working classes. They make one proposal 
in that pact about the representation of various interests which perhaps in 
their view includes the labour interests. Their proposal is that each 
community, Mussalmans, Europeans, depressed classes and Anglo-Indians^ 
should provide for their own workers as they like. Mr. President, this 
is not a statement which is likely to please either the Hindu or the 
Mussalman or the Anglo-Indian or the depressed class workers. In the 
first place if you accept the proposition that each community must provide 
for the representation of its workers, then I myself feel and many workers 
including Hindus and Mussalmans feel, that their ranks are bound to be 
divided. Whatever the middle classes and the richer classes may desire, 
the working classes in India — and I speak in the name of the working 
classes, both Mussalmans and Hindus — do not want their ranks to be 
divided. We are at present working very harmoniously in our trade union 
movement. We have no differences as regards religion, because we do 
not recognise any religion in our economic questions. Mr. President, we 
feel that if we try to secure representation by various communities, our 
ranks will be divided. I feel that the representation of the working classes 
in the Legislature is a very valuable right for the working classes. But 
if you ask me to make a choice between having representation in the 
Legislatures and having the ranks of the working classes divided. T shall 
have no hesitation in stating that I shall rather sacrifice representation in 
the Legislatures rather than have the working class movement divided 
into Hindus and Mussalmans. Mr. President, that is the defect of ibe 
minorities pact. I quite agree that so far the work of the Boimd Table 
Conference has not yet been completed and there are still several defects. 
But we all stand for the work of that Bound Table Conference for one 
reason, and that reason is this. The time has gone by when the present 
constitution can work satisfactorily. The present Government of India can 
only carry on its work by means of Ordinances, and I am sure the Govern- 
ment of India themselves will agree that a constitution in which the 
Government have to carry on their ordinary work by Ordinances is not a 
1 constitution that is fit to last even for a day. We therefore feel that a 
Federation, which may be even imperfect, is acceptable to the present 
constitution and to the present Government of India. We want a change 
in the constitution. We shall be quite glad if we get a constitution which- 
is very satisfactory to us, but even if we cannot get a constitution which 
is very satisfactory to us, we want a constitution which will make a change- 
in our present Government of India. We know this Government of India 
cannot last even for a day. It can only function by Ordinances, and there- 
fore although the Federation is an imperfect Federation, we will have to 
accept that Federation. 

Mr. President, there is only one word more which I want to say. T 
have stated very clearly that the present Government of India can "only 
function by Ordinances and it is a wrong thing. It is perhaps an un- 
T^leasant thing for them that thev should continue in existence hereafter. 
Therefore the best thing which the present Government of India and the 
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British Government cun do is to bring the new constitution into existence 
without any delay. Let there be no delay in the work of the committees; 
let there be no delay caused by any other matter, such as the decision 
oil the communal question. Let these things be done immediately and 
let the new’ constitution be heralded in without the least delay. Mr. 
President, I have done. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, I tim in agreement with a great deal of what was said by 
the last speaker, who is himself a member of the Bound Table Conference. 
He recognises that the Legislature in this country should be allowed an 
opportunity to express its views on the momentous constitutional questions 
pending decision. But if 1 could understand the drift of Sir Henry 
Gidney’s speech, he seemed to resent any expression of views on the 
w'ork of the Bound Table Conference at all. Sir, I am rather surprised 
that a well-known Member of this Assembly should question the right of 
the Aftsemblv to express its views and to criticise the proceedings of the 
Round Table Conference. The whole future of the Government in India 
is in the melting pot, including the fate of this Legislature and other 
Legislatiires thro\ighout the country. That being so, it is inconceivable 
to me why a proper opportunity should not have been allowed to us to 
express our views on the issues now pending for legislation. Sir, after 
every sitting of the Bound Table Conference, an opportunity was afforded 
to the British Parliament to debate on the proceedings of that Conference. 
The proceedings of the two Conferences affect us far more intimately than 
they do Great Britain, and yet the Legislatures of this country have not 
been afforded a propei* opportunity to discuss these questions. One should 
have expected that the Government would take the earliest opportunity 
after each sitting of the Conference to place the proceedings before this 
House and invite discussion on the view’s expressed in those Conferences. 
Tliat not liaving been done, the only course left for us was to avail our- 
selves of such opportunity as discussion of the Budget affords. It is not 
the same thing. In those discussions it is possible that w’e shall not hear 
the view's of the Gdvei’ument of India. They might take up an attitude 
saying, “The whole matter has passed from our hands; it is in the hands 
of the British Government and the British Parliament and we have no 
concern with it. Therefore this Legislative Assembly has no real concern 
wdth it”. I do not know w’hether any members of the Government of 
India will take part in this discussion. Probably not. If not, we shall 
not know what their views are on the issues wdiich tare agitating the 
country. 

T am n<it one of those w’ho seek to criticise the personnel of the Round 
1'able Conference, but I say it was unjust on the part of Sir Henry 
Gidney to suggest motives to the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist 
p€u*ty. T hold it w'as wTong on his part, because he must remember that 
on the break-up of the first Conference, we w’elcoincd the delegates here 
in this House, and w’e did our best to help them in their further delibera- 
tions. The f -oiiference, however, has reached a stage wdien it is necessary 
f' r us. and w find if extremely desirable in the interests of the country, 
that we should make a review of the proceedings of these Conferenc<^si 
and ex]>resR our opinion on the subject. 

Many of us at the end of the First Round Table Conference, wheti 
libere was a debate in this House, had doubts, grave doubts as to some 
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of tlie proposals, the tentative proposals that were made then. But we 
suppressed those doubts and encouraged the members of the Bound Table 
^Jonference to the best of our powers to go on with the deliberations and 
evolve a. satisfactory constitution for the country. Since then, however, 

I am constrained to say no further progress has been made by the Con- 
ierence. This is not my opinion alone; it is the opinion of everybody that 
1 have talked to ; it is the opinion of the Prime Minister and the Secretary 
of State themselves. In the Second Round Taible Conference all that has 
been done on the important issues before it w^as to repeat the declaration 
that was made on the previous occasion by the Prime Minister. .No 
definite conclusions have been reached on any of the important issues. 
When 1 heard Sir Henry Gidney — I was listening to him with great aiten- 
iion — I thought he w’ould tell us w'hat had been the decisions of the 
Conference on the important questions that have been raised, the more 
salient points that have been considered there. 1 remember well that the 
l*riine Minister, when he spoke in Parliament on the results of the first 
Conference, s«hd more than once that everything was provisional; even 
now everything remains provisional. That is the position. 1 think the 
Secretary of State, Sir Samuel Hoare, made it quite clear in his speech 
in Parliament that no definite conclusions liad been reached. Tf some- 
thing happens, something else will happen. That is to say, if an all-India 
Federation is brought aibout, if a. practical scheme can be worked out in 
that, direction . then there will he some responsibility in the centre; but 
not otherwise. The matter is left there. Then a number of Committees 
have come out to Indiai aind arc touring the country — the Franchise Com- 
Miittee’; the States Inquiry C’omniittee, the Consultative Committee, the 
Federail Finauiee Committee and so <»n. From what we have been able to 
i^aithcr from such reports of the proceedings of these Committees as have 
been published, tliere does not seem to have been any aigreed decision 
airrived ait on ainy of the important questions that were being considered 
hv the Consult alt ive Committee, which 1 believe is tlie most important 
(’ommittee of aill. On all importamt questions there has been no agreement 
.'and the maitter luis been left for the decision of His ^lajesty’s (Jovern- 
ment. There seems to be some sort of general idea that the only possible 
solution of the constitutional position is to have an aill-lndia federation, a 
federation of what is known as British India with what is called Indian 
.Indiai, that is, the India ruled by the Ruling Princes and Chiefs. 

Now, 1 wish to remind the House of the fact, that the constitutional 
inquiry which began with the appointment of the Simon Commission was 
lu‘l(l under ai st'ctioii of tlie Ciovernnient of India Act, section 84A, which 
applies only to British India, and the tenns of reference as well as the 
directions contained in thait section referred only to the need for a censti- 
fution for British India. That was the entire scope of the inquiry as con- 
teinplaited in section 84 A of the Government of India Act. I do not 
to read if ; t‘verv Honourable ^lemher is aware familiar with the 

provisions of that section. It is to find out how far the people of British 
India have advanced in education and in other ways to be able to carry 
on a responsible Government in tlu* country. If that were found in the 
negative, that is against them, then there is an alternative also suggested, 
runnel v, to restrict responsible Oovennnonf in India. It was on that 
basis. ’ and with fhost* terms of reference, tliat the Simon Commission 
fame out and toured India for two years, and .with the help of the Central 
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Committee and other subsidiary and auxiliary committees, they made a 
report. Whether that Report has been thrown into the wastepaper 
basket or not, as suggested by one Honourable Member, or it is stiU a Uva 
thing, as Sir Henry Gidney says, I am not concerned with that. But that 
is the only Report now before the British Government as regards the 
inquiry that was held under section 84A of the Government of India Act. 
We know how this Round Table Conference was brought about. When, 
the Simon Commission was appointed, most of the prominent politicians 
protested against its composition, because it excluded all Indians from 
that body. There was a boycott of the Commission, and the Congress of 
course refused to take any part in it. Then after the Report was made, 
it ^yas considered desirable by the British Government — I take it on the 
advice of Lord Irwin and the Government of India — that there should be a 
Round Table Conference. It was at that stage, for some reason or other, 
that the Princes were also included in the Conference. The Conference 
was held in London. The deliberations were followed by us with intense 
interest, and I must admit I was one of those whose imagination was 
seized by the proposal of an All-India Federation at that stage. Sir. we 
thought, at least I thought, that what was meant was that the future Gov 
ernment of this country was to be handed over to the Princes and the people 
of British India and tbal there would be no further control of the Briti^ 
Parliament over the government of this country. That was why a very 
large number of us. if not all, were inclined to welcome the idea. It was 
m a tentative stage, but even then we welcomed the idea, because it was 
worthwhile exploring whether it was possible to have 9uch a constitution. 

The second Conference in which Air. Gandhi represented the Congress 
was to come to grips with the definite issues involved in the idea of an 
All-India Federation. Sir. I am not concerned with what part Mr. Gandhi 
took, whether lie was jiisiificcl in taking up the attitude that he did. whe- 
ther that led to the failure of the second Conference, or even whether the 
second Conference was generally a failure or not, I am not concerned with 
all that; but w’hat I say is this, that no definite conclusions were arrived 
L^.t on the important questions. That w^as the position at the second Con- 
ference, and we know bow Afr. Gandhi was induced to take part in the 
second Conference, the Trwin-Gandhi pact and so on. When the second 
Conference was over, immediately afterwards Ordinances, the nature, 
character and the scope of which have been discussed in this House, were 
issued. Those Ordinances are stil] in operation, and I believe to-day we 
shall hear something of, their operation in the city of Delhi itself. It is 
In tliese circumstances that the constitution is being made. What is the 
result? I do say, so far as this country is concerned, the whole political 
atnrw sphere has become unreal, and vital constitutional issues are being 
considered hv the Committees now in India in a very unreal atmosphere. 
Even this House has ceased to take itself seriouslv in the matter, not 
because it is not as keenly interested as ever in the future of the country, 
but because every one of us feels that it is idle for us to make any sugges- 
tions or to discuss anything : everything will ho decided over our heads, and 
whatever we may say will be utterly ignored, perhaps ignored with con- 
tempt. 

Now, Rir, Mr. Joshi. who was a Member of the Conference, and 
perfectly familiar with its proceedings, far more familiar than we outsiders 
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can be, has pointed out the difficulties in the way of a Federation. He 
fc’ays the attitude of the Princes or those who represent the Indian 
is, . “You give us power over British India and we shall retain our power 
over our own territories and you shall not interfere witii the administration 
of our territories''. That is shortly the position which Mr. Josh! has so 
graphically described just now. I for one am not opposed to the Princes 
taking part in our future Government, if I am convinced that their partici- 
pation in that Government will redound to the good of India and will help 
us to advance. The question is whether we can entertain any such hope 
or whether a constitution such as is contemplated by some Princes or by 
some representatives of the Indian States is workable at all. 

Now, Sir, there are three parties in the constitution, that is, the people 
of British India themselves, into whose future inquiry is being held under 
the Government of India Act, the Indian States, and last but not the 
least, the British Government and the British people. Let us take the 
position as it exists, the actual facts and the realities of the position with 
veferencc to what is called British India and the Indian States. We and 
our ancestors have been living for 150 years and more under British rule. 
That means wc have been governed by a people used to Parliamentary 
jnstitutions imbued with democratic instincts, and since the inauguration 
of British rule in India, they have been taking pains to spread Western 
education and, to some extent, Western institutions. Every one of us 
frt)m our childhood has been used to these institutions which have been 
grafted on British India from tlic West, and we have been accustomed 
to what is called the rule of law. There can be no doubt, whatever our 

^ differences may be with the representatives of the British 

people here, we must admit that we have become so accus- 
tomed to British institutions, to European institutions, which are 
mainly of a democratic character, that it would be impossible to expect 
us now to change our mentality and to go back. What about the Indian 
States? Their government is government by personal rule. The people 
have no voice in that government. It is the ruler who is the source 
of all law, the head of the administration; he can do anything he likes. 
Under such a system of government of close personal rule, — am not 
decrying the character of that rule at all — no politics can grow, and I 
do say ^\^thout fear of any challenge that in no Indian State is there 
any such thing as politics, — even any newspapers. I know some of the 
bigger States, but whether the people there are contented or not, they have 
no political life whatever. Thus, there are two diametrically opposed 
systems, institutions, mentalities, and I ask with all earnestness, is it 
Dossible to work them together under one Government as it is proposed? 

I do not know what will happen, but I am certain of this, that in the 
immediate future the \itmoat confusion will prevail. You cannot bring 
together such diverse and opposed elements, and retaining their character 
intact, amalgamate them into one Government. If it were proposed on 
one side or the other, “We are going to change the nature of our Govem- 
Tnent, the nature of the institutions in which we have been brought up 
and to which we are accustomed and bring if, into line with the other side'*, 
then T could understand that there was a chance of approach, a chance 
of amalgamation. But no. T do not think any of the representatives of 
British India has been asked, “Are you willing to introduce^ an element 
of autocracy in the Government to which your affairs will in future be , 
subjected?’'. But the Princes have made their T>o?<ition quite clear,— that 
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they will retain intact, unaffected in any way, their internal sovereignty, 
which means personal rule. If they are going to introduce any changes 
in their own territories, that they say is no concern of ours, that is, of 
the people of British India. They will do what they like. Therefore 
there is no real intention on the part of either party to approach the other 
and to devise something midway between autocratic rule and democratic 
Government. We want to travel along the path of democracy, as we have 
been doing for so long. I do not want to give up an iota of my liberty; 
on the other hand, we want further development of liberty of person and 
property, riglits of association and meeting, and development of political 
life in the country. Have the Princes shown any inclination to allow 
political life to grow in their own territories? So far as I have read the 
proceedings, they iuive not. Then, what do they claim? They claim 
one-third of the representation in the Lower House, half or at least 40 per 
cent, in the Upper Chamber, and they further claim representation in ihe 
executive. Tliey want, as has been pointed out by Mr. Joshi himself, that 
at least tw<)-thirds majority must support a vote of no confidence before 
any ministry goes out. 1 ask — there are many Members here who are 
familiar with the working nf the constitution which we have now in the 
provinces under diarchy, — whether it is possible under those circumstances 
to change any ministry. The ministry will be an iiremovable one just 
like the Government of the present day. 

Now, Sir, let us examine their case a little more closely. One-third, 
the Princes want in the Lower Chamber. The Muhammadans of Britisli 
India as well as the Indian States — do not know whether the Muham- 
madans of Indian States had any voice except througli their rulers in 
the deliberations of the Round Table Conference, but the Muhammadans, 
as we all know, want one-third of the seats. What is left? Two-thirds 
are gone. One-third is left. It is something ridiculous. It cannot be 
accepted by anybody. And you cannot work it. I cliallenge any one to 
work out a definite constitution on that basis. As regards the executive, 
they must be assured of representation in the executive, by Act or i.*on- 
vention, I do not know which. There will be two divisions of subjects, 
federal as well as central, — central concerning British Indian provinces, 
because so far as the Indian States are concerned they will be the 
concern of the rulers themselves, we shall have nothing to do with them. 
Now, supposing that the members of the future Legislature wanted to 
move a vote of no confidence in the ministry on a central subject, the 
Princes or their representatives will have a vote. May 1 know why? 
How can they have any vote? And mind you, they must have a vote; 
otherwise, joint resf)onsibility that is bargained for disappears. But we, 
in British India, will have no voice at all in the administration of the 
Indian States. Supposing the members of the future Legislature wanted 
to agitate on any important question of policy regarding customs, railways, 
courts, all-lu(li;a finance, and they wanted t'O influence the votes of the 
representatives of the Princes. Will they be allowed to go into their 
territory and agitate there? I am sure they will not. No Prince will 
allow that. Now. is tliat the sort of arrangement which you expect the 
people will accept? No doubt you are hearing no voice now. All voices 
have been stifled. The Congress, who have been the most vocal people 
' in the country, their voice has been removed. The Legislature is left 
with matters which are of very little importance and their voice is of 
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little account. But the thousands of Congress people will not be in jail 
for ever, and the temper even of moderates like ourselves may not be 
always the same tas it is. Anyway when the constitution is framed, it 
has to be worked, and then is it going to be worked in the atmosphere of 
Ordinances? Surely the Ordinances will have to be removed. There 
will be freedom of expression then. I do not know' w'ho started this idea 
of an all-India Federation. I have tried to ascertain this from many 
friends, but no one has been able to give me that information. It was 
sprung upon the country all at once w’heii the first Bound Table Confer- 
. ence met and speeches were delivered there. I do not say that it is not 
an alluring idea. Some day or other, it may materialise, but at present 
w'hen the Conference is faced with these difficulties. 1 do not see that 
any answer has* been given, and 1 do not know^ w'hether there could be 
any agreement on these outstanding questions. 

Then, I come to the third factor in the constitution that is the British 
people as represented by the European community here. Naturally they 
are anxious from their point of view to have as many safeguards as possible. 
It is proposed that the Governor General, not the Governor General in 
Council, is to have special powers, not merly emergency powders, but 
special powers in addition. What these special powers will be have not 
been defined. We know to some extent what the emergency powers are. 
Those powers are to be retained. That is the proposal. Then there 
must be financial safeguards, and the Viceroy is to have power for borrow- 
ing to save the credit of the country by balancing the Budget and so 
on. The question of balancing the Budget has been before us, and we 
know how Budgets are now balanced. The Viceroy is to retain special 
powders to balance the Budget. We cannot be trusted with these tasks. 
We are not a responsible people. We have no stake in the country, but 
the Princes undoubtedly have. Why cannot they be trusted? They 
cannot bo trusted either. Tlieii there are to be reserved subjects. These 
will be defence and foreign relations. So you have three distinct classes 
of subjects. Federal and Central subjects, reserved subjects and special 
powers of the Governor General. We all know how difficult it has been 
for us to work diarchy. What is going to be the name of this new con- 
stitution — triarchy? (An Honourable Member: “Anarchy.”) Whether 
it is triarchy or anarchy, whatcvc’ the name, this is the constitution 
which is propounded and foreshadowed. Who can work that? I should 
like to know how inanv Honourable Members are here who can boldly 
say that they arc equal to the task. Then. Sir, what aboiq the relation 
of the Princes to the Crown or what is called the question of para- 
inountcy. From tlu- very first day of the Round Table Conference, the 
Princes have been very loudly protesting against tlu* paranioiintcy of the 
Crown being interfeied with. What is the meaning of that? The para- 
moiintcy of the Oown. as T understand it. is exercised through the 
Political Department. I should have liked some of the Princes to.tell 
me whether they are so fond of the Political Department that do not 
want to part witli it. On the other hand T have heard in private con- 
versations that that is the very first thing they desire to get rid of. That 
is not in the proceedings of the Conference. If that sort of paramoimtcy 
is not to bo retained, then the British Government must be prepared to 
remove all ilieir Residents and Political Agents. Are they going to do 
that, and do Government really think it is in the interests of the people 
of those States that Residents and Political Agents should be removed 
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altogether or their powers should be taken away though vested in the 
Viceroy? If it is vested in the Vioerqy, it must necessarily be exeroisd 
by the Secretariat of the Department concerned through agents. Now, 
has that question been fully and properly considered at the Conference, 
and has any conclusion been reached? Supposing the Princes remain 
under the paramountcy of the Crown under the same conditions , as now, 
•End they nominated one-third of their representatives in the Lower House 
and 40 per cent, in the Upper House. Will not those nominees be at 
the beck and call first of all of the Princes, or rather of their ministers, 
•and then of the Political Department? Who will ultimately prevail, we 
all know. The Princes may profess not to know. What is the difference 
between that and the present system of diarchy? As a matter of fact 
we are better off now. We have many quarrels with Honourable Members 
•opposite, but at any rate we deal with men whom we know, with 
whom we have been dealing, who have been \vorking in British India 
and whom we can tell face to face what we think of them. Under such a 
system as is envisaged, where will be the possibility of all that ? I venture 
to assert that a system like that will be much worse, Sir, than the 
present. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Joshi thinks it will be good for the Princes. 
I am afraid I cannot agree with him. It will not be good for the Princes 
ellther. The Princes will be plunged into a struggle of which it is very 
difficult to see the end. The result really will be, as I have been saying, 
that there will be confusion all over the country. No constitution like 
that can be worked smoothly, and the enactors of the Government of 
India Act of 191.9 — ^the British Parliament — were wise enough to confine 
their attention to British India alone, because British India alone has 
been progressing along certain lines, and what we want is the natural 
development of the way in which we have been going. Mr. Joshi asked, 
what is the constructive proposal? To my mind, Sir, the constructive 
proposal is perfectly clear. Legislate first for British India. I am aware 
there are a number of common subjects — subjects in which the 
Princes are interested and w}\l continue to be interested. They are being 
dealt with now, I take it, by the Government of India mainly in the 
Political Department. Some disputes arise but I have heard of arbitrations 
which led to satisfactory settlement of those disputes. Why must we 
change all that? Why plunge into darkness? Cannot we proceed along 
these lines? Have a constitution for British India; then have a Council 
if you like where representatives of the Chamber of Princes, and the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the future will meet and discuss and try to come to an 
ojnderstanding. If they cannot, the further course would be quite easy; 
you would leave the ultimate decision to the Supreme Court, or to the 
Viceroy if you like; T have no objection to that. Sir, that is the easy 
way and that is wliat was suggested, I imagine, by the Simon Commission ; 
and I understand that there is a very large body of Princes, T think of 
Central India and Kathiawar and the Western States, who arc searching 
ior gi solution along those lines. If you do that, there ought to be very 
little difficulty. At any rate what T do submit is that a search for a 
constitution on the lines which have been suggested at the Conference 
is not likely to load to any fruitful results. We have already wasted a 
considerable time over these constitutional deliberations. The Simon 
Commission started I think some time in 1927. Lakhs and lakhs of the 
country’s money have been spent. There were two Conferences. A 
number of Committeer, have come out. Sir, you know what 
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result has been on the country. There has been unrest, aptation, intense 
agitation. Why? Because no decision has been arrived at. The sooner 
you ban arrive at a decision, the better undoubtedly will it be for all the 
parties. (Hear, hear.) I submit one proposition. Let constitution 
he as simple as possible. Do not introduce unnecessary complications into 
it. If you do that, then the constitution will work, and nobody’s real 
interests will be injured. 

This leads me to the question of responsibility at the centre. I think * 
everyone is convinced that, without some responsibility at the centre, the 
constitution really cannot work. If you say, “Have fully autonomous 
provinces, but leave the centre, the Central Government, absolutely ir- 
responsible — let the responsibility at the centre rest only in the hands of 
ofiScials without any responsibility to the Indian Legislature", then I say 
it cannot work. We know the present state of things, and that will be 
the state of things m the future. 

Now what are the difficulties from the British point of view? Let us 
see that. Defence, we are all agreed, should be a reserved subject until 
the Army is Indianiscd substantially, which must necessarily take time. 
Then foreign and political relations will be a reserved subject. We do 
not quarrel with that. Then what remains? Finance. Undoubtedly 
that is a very important subject; and unless finance is made responsible 
and unless the Legislature has the final say in all questions of finance 
affecting the country, then in that case the same difficulties as we are 
now experiencing will go on. Sir, as regards safeguards, I do not think 
any definite proposals have been made : if we knew what were the definite 
points on which safeguards are wanted, and if we found that on those 
points the interests of the country would not be injured by these safe- 
guards, that those safeguards would not hamper the future development 
of the country, then in tha,t. case there would be no difficulty for us in 
accepting such safeguards; but if it be proposed that the financial safe- 
guards must be such that on all important questions — ^for instance, 

currency and exchange — the Legislature will have no voice or no effective 
voice, that the economic development of the country must wait and must 
take the second place so that the commercial interests of Great Britain 
in India may have the upper hand, if it is the idea that there is a conflict 
between the commercial interests of Great Britain, and the economic 
development of India, then in that case it would be very difficult for us 
to accept such safeguards. But I do not think for one moment that there 
is any real inconsistency between British commercial and trade interests 
and the economic development of India. If you frame and conceive your 
safeguards in that spirit, you will have our fullest support. Such a con- 
stitution as I have just suggested may still of course be objected to on 
the ground that there ^^^ll he dyarchy. But that cannot be helped at 
this stage : but make the rules such that dyarchy can be worked as 

smoothly as possible. Xo doTibt it will have ultimately to give way 
one uniform system of government at the centre : yon must be prepared 
for that. By that time experience during which this dyarchy has lasted 
will be available to you. Now T wish to put it to my Indian friends at 
the Round Table ronforence. and point out that reason why thev 

accepted an all-India federation was that, without it. there would be no 
responsibility at the centre. T want them to take their courage in both 
hands and point, out to the British people that there is no sense in this. 
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Why put in these restrictions, limitations and conditions? Supposing^ 
for instance, the subjects of Education, Health and Industries, which are 
now in tlie hands of Indians, are made responsible to the Legislature, is 
there any danger of the system not being worked properly or that the 
Government will not be stable? I submit all such fears are groundless. 
Sir, I must make it perfectly clear in concluding that I am not one of 
those who think that nothing good has come out of the British connection 
or that we want to cut off the British connection. I have never said 
that and never tliouglit of it. I do think that it would be disastrous for 
the country if there be a sudden disruption. It must end in confusion 
and anarchy.. But sliort of that, people must be allowed to advance 
along the path on which they have been .advancing, and India must have 
a proper status, and the only status possible for India is that of a Domi- 
nion, the most important Dominion in the British Empire. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, T do not propose to speak for more than a very few minutes. 
Honourable Members will no doubt realise that this particailar cut it is 
not possible for any Member of the Government to adopt the usual proce- 
dure and to deal seriatim with the various arguments and views advanced. 
T do not know whether the House will recall that, when the proceedings of 
the first Round Table Conference were under consideration last year on a 
motion, which T moved myself, that the Parliamentary papers laid on the 
table regarding the Round Table Conference be taken into consideration, I 
compared myself to the local magnate who starts a foot-ball match by 
kicking off, and having said so much T sat down. 

Whether 1 am on this occasion more like the referee who blows the 
whistle at the end of tlie game, T cannot say, but at any rate, I have not 
had the honour of initiating this discussion. 

1 was a little surprised that my Honourable friend the Leader of the 
Independent Party complained that the House had had no opportunity for 
discussion because I remember very well that last year we were approach- 
ed on the subject by the Benches opposite. In the first instance the late 
Mr. Roy moved a Resolution tliat the papers be laid on the table. When 
on behalf of the Government I at once agreed that that should be done, 
it was then settled by mutual agreement that there should be a discussion 
on the motion of which 1 liave just reminded the Hoiisi*. Rut, I do not 
recollect that this year anybody put down any Resolution on this subject, 
or that f was ff)rmall\ approached from any quarter of tin* House and askt‘(i 
to allot time, f df) not know that any practical inconvenience arises frorn 
tthe fact that the matter has been brought up on the estimates, l)eeaus^■ 
last year it was found, on the whole, the best courst* to dis(*nss the matter 

on n colourless motion whieli has much the same eff(*ct as a token (*ut. 

• 

• 1 have listened. Sir, with great interest to the discussion which we liaw 

heard. I was a little bewildered, T must say, by the sf)i‘ech of the Hon- 
ourable the Mover, because after he had entered rather fully into the his- 
tory of the subject, I was left, like my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi, com- 
pletely at* a loss to know exactly what the practical plan was which be re- 
commended for the consideration of the House. That speech was followed 
before lunch by — I will not call it an altercation — but a certain *exchatiu'<‘ 
of compliments between the An‘j:lo-lndian lion and the Tndian-Ghristi.m 
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Iamb. I ain glad to say that their intercourse did not end in the absorp- 
tion of the lamb by the lion, and I hope that it may prove a good augury 
for the relations of the two communities in India in the future constitu- 
tion. 

I will certainly undertake that the discussions which have taken place 
will be conveyed to His Majesty’s Government. I wish to make it clear 
that there is no desire on the part of the Government of India in any way 
to strangle discussion on this subject, and we recognise that this House is 
fully entitled to discuss it. But, I will also add this that when, after the 
Honourable the Mover sat down this morning, an interval of 30 seconds 
passed before any Member rose to follow him, I began to doubt whether 
the House was quite as anxious to discuss the quesfion as at one time I 
had supposed it to be. That, Sir, I think, concludes all that I can usefully 
say. and T repeat my promise that today's proceedings will be forwarded 
to His Majesty's Government for their consideration. 


Sir Oowasji Jehangir: ^fr. President, lest it may he said that nobody 
got up within 30 seconds, T rise to do so, although I had no intention of 
speaking. Mr. President, my friend the. Leader of the Xationalist Party 
who introduced this motion gave us past historv and I was rather sur- 
ja’ised to see empty hen(*hes to listen to his words of wisdom. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: \Vh y surprised! 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Well, Sir. the sum-total ol his criticism in the 
beginning was that evervoiu?, including Lord Heading, could nor have 
been acquainted with the past constitutional historv of India since at least 
1917. for if they were the historv of the last two years would have been 
written differently. Per.'ionally, I can oul\ express m,\ regret that m\ 
Honourable friend was not a niemhei* of the Round Table Couteivucc and 
that according to his own version we should have had a constitution by 
now, or even perhaps a year ago. Whether that c<)nstitution vvonM have 
lasted for himself to bless today, I am very doubtful. But leaving that 
aside, there has been considerable, and, I may say rather unnecessary, 
cM’iticisni of the work done for the last ‘‘wo years. Mv friend. Dr. DeSouza, 
said that it had brought forth two monsters. One was the Minority Pact, 
ftut he does not seem to realise that that Minority Pact had nothing directly 
to do with the Conference. It was an arrangement made by certain mem- 
bers of the Confercnct' outside the Conference. He went c»n to explain 
why he (*alled it a inoiistt'r. It was a monster becanst* his own community 
had not got the lion’s share. Well, Sir, I i^all that rather exagger.ited 
language to describe an agreement as a monster because lu* d»)es not happen 
h) have the sliaro lie expected, 'riieu lie criticised the representative 
character of the delegates of the Hound Table C^onferenee. We all know 
that they were nominated by His ilajesfy's Government. Xobody has 
ever pretended or eontended that it was anything else. But, I under- 
stand that iny Honourable friend represents the Indian C'hristians in this 
House. Has he been elected*.' He is a nominated -Member, and wdth all 
the strength and emphasis in his power he claims to represent the Indian 
Christians in this House to-day. Considering liis own position. I think he 
^tight have reflected a little more before he called into question the re- 
presentative character of the Round Table Conference. 
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Dr. r. Z. DeSoosa: May I point out that it was not the representative 
character that I called into question, but really their method of work. So 
far as I remember that was what I said. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: What he really said was different. Hin memory 
is a little faulty. He said the Members to the Bound Table Conference 
were not elected, nor is he to this House. 1 venture to suggest that he 
might have treated the real representatives of his community who were at 
the Conference with a little more respect. I further venture to suggest 
that if he had been an elected Member he might have spoken with some 
.justification. 

Dr. F. Z. DeSouza: I said nothing in derogation of anything that had 
been done by the representative of my community at the Conference. All 
I said was that he was helpless like a lamb in the presence of lions. He 
W'as a victim of force majeure. 

I ’ I 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: But what he did implv was that the representa- 
tive of his community let him down. Let that pass. 

What was it that the Conference accomplished on the second occa- 
sion? I quite realise, and no one realises more than those who were pre- 
sent, that on the whole w'e might have been able to accomplish more than 
we did. We fully realise, and I think every one realises, that no definite 
•conclusions were arrived at. But the great difference between the 
first Conference and the second Conference was that at the first Confer- 
ence the policy laid down was the policy of His Majesty’s Government, 
which was after all, although His Majesty’s Government, in a minority 
in the House of Commons. The second year saw that policy of advance 
confirmed by the House of Commons with a huge majority of Conserva- 
tives and that was the main achievement of the second Conference. 

Let me once more revert to my Honourable friend Dr. DeScuza to 
illustrate a point. He said let the Government carry out their policy. 
They have told us how far they are prepared to go. Now, let them go 
ahead and frame a constitution without further consultation with the 
people of India, and he made bold to say that the people of India would 
accept it. What authority had ho to say that? But the point that I vvan< 
to make out from that statement is that had it not been for the Bound 
Table Conference, His Majesty’s Government would never have had an 
•opportunity, w'ould never have been able to lay down a policy for India, 
would never have been able to announce how far they were prepared to 
go, and how far they were not. That was the gain and that was what was 
accomplished by the second Bound Table Conference. 

It may be that the restrictions and thc^ reservations they have laid 
down may not be acceptable to all of us, but one would imagine fmm the 
speeches delivered here that the chapter had been closed. The financial 
safeguards are still under consideration. Even the question of the Federa- 
tion is under consideration. T have no doubt that when two men sit oppo- 
site to each other to settle an important matter in which both are interest- 
ed, they do not always lay all their cards on the table. We know that 
the Indian Princes have made certain demands, we also know th^ th^" 
* reprifsentatives of British India have contested those demands. I 
not going into details, but I must say that the chapter is not closed. 
have not got an Upper aiid a Lower House with a huge majority of 
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whom we will nofc trust. We have not yel got an Upper and Lower House 
with 40 per cent, and 30 per cent. Indian Princes' representatives. All that 
is being considered. There will be time enough, but until we refuse to 
concede those demands and until we continue to point out, and our argu- 
ments are being heard, that such a House would not be fair to Brit^h 
India, I think my Honourable friends may hold their souls in pafiencjc for 
a little longer. We fully realise that one-third representation of my friends 
the Muhammadans, and one-third representation of the Indian Princes wi4j 
leave very little for us who happen to be after all in the majority. 

An Honourable Member: But are you in the majority? 

I ‘ * ’’ 

Sir Oowasji Jebangir: Ves, 1 am in the majority. Surely it did not 
require anybody here to remind iis of that very unfair position. But we 
have not yet, as far as [ know, conceded those demands. I trust that our 
friends in the Committees will see that they will not agree to any consti- 
tution which on the face of it will be unworkable. But as mv Honour- 
able friend Mr. Joshi pointed out that rather than continue to live in a 
land which is governed b\' Ordinances and which looks as if it is going 
to be continued to be ruled by Ordinances, it is worth taking a little risk 
here and there to get a new constitution as soon as possible. 

£ realise that time is dying, and lliere are so many more questions that 
liave been refen*ed lo whic?h would really require a reply. But i am not 
going to undertake that task. All 1 can say is that the problem before 
the country is not an easy one, and if the scheme of Federation has great 
attractions and is being studied because it has great attractions, that study 
is justitied, because you are never going to get a real self-governing India- 
unless you have a Federation ; and I do not know how many Honourable 
Members of this House realise that without a Federation in India, you 
can never hope to get control over your fighting forces , — over the Army. 

It is only with a Federation, that there can in the future be a prospect of 
this House liaving control over the Army. And if for nothing else, is it not 
\‘»’orthwhile trying to persevere to get a constitution — may be 10 years or 
15 years or even *50 years hence, — which still holds out prospects of hav- 
ing a real self-governing India? That ’s one of the main reasons why 
not only the Consultative Committee, but every one of us, should try to 
persevere in trying to attain what looks most difficult but may become pos- 
sible, — a federated India. 

There is just one more point that T should like to allude to, and that is 
the question of finance. The financial question is now being studied by a 
Committee called the Federal Finance Committee; but it is extraordinary 
to find that on that Committee there is not one representative of British 
India. That is a Committee which is working out the destinies of the pro- 
vinces and India with regard to finance, on which the only Indian repre- 
sentation happens to be two gentlemen from the Indian States. That 
Committee is to adjust the financial relations not only between the centre 
and the provinces, but between the new Indian federated States and the 
centre. Sir, surely when that Committee was^ being appointed, a little 
more foresight might have been used. I do wish that Committee every 
success notwithstanding its constitution. I do sincerely hope that they 
will be able to evolve a scheme that mav bear examination, hnt it does 
start ^vif.h a handicap in not having on it a single representative of 
British India. 
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Mr. President: Sir George Schuster. 

Tlie Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. 1 do not wish to exercise 
my right of reply 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir. 1 have very few minutes in which to reply. 
I have been confronted with a battery of Kound Tablcrs, Sir Cowasji 
Jehangir, Mr. Joshi and Sir Henry Gidney, all of whom seem to have 
been three brothers in the dooh chained together and trying to secure theic 
liberation from the accusations that liave been made against them. J^ut, 
Sir, let me give them this comforting assunnua* that I have made no 
charges against any of them. What 1 feel and what 1 wish to repeat -s 
that what we want now is an immediate advance in the centre within the 
spirit and letter of the present constitution and that we want with the 
least possible delay a final constitution, whether it is with federation or 
without it. That, Sir. is the sum total of our demand. I have no doubt 
criticised the Sankey Federation scheme; 1 have pointed out also that 
since then there have been, at any rate, half a dozen other schemes. There 
is the Patiala scheme, there is the Central India cum Western India 
scheme, there is the Indore scheme, there is the small Princes’ scheme 
and there is the nondescript sehcnie. (Laughter.) In the midst of this 
confusion I feel that the Government of India should use their good offices 
in prevailing upon His Majesty’s Government that, before the cloud of 
this controversy of federation lifts, there should l)i‘ an advance in British 
India on the basis of a federation of British India, and that a point of 
contact is possible, and might be established with Indian India through tht' 
medium of a Council such as the Statutory Commission have recommended, 
such as the Central India and Westem India States have re(*ently ])r(>miil- 
gated and such as the Central Committee itself had riwmmended. If, 
therefore, federation is a distant dream, if federation is at the present 
moment impracticable, I beg to ask why should His Majesty’s (lovernmcnt 
wait for the completion of that federation? Sir, there is a feeling abroad 
that His [Majesty’s Government are thinking of introducing provincial 
aiuonomy. If I have raised this debate and if Honourable Members on 
this side of the House had more time to speak, T and they would have 
joined our voices in informing His Majesty’s Government that nothing short 
of responsibilit> in the centre will satisfy the immediate wants of the people 
of this country’. (Hear, Iiear.) Whatever advance you may make in the 
provinces, whether you call it provincial autonomy or provincial responsi- 
bility, it would not only be inadequate but unworkable so long as the 
Governor under the present (‘onstitution is subject to the <lircction, supi'rvi* 
sion and control of the Government of India and the Goveniment of Indin 
in their tmn are subject to the supervision, direction and control of the 
Secretary of State in Council. These difficulties were seen by the present 
Prime Minister in the speech from which I have freely quoted, and it is 
tHe i)r<sent Prime Minister's speech of that day that I wish to recall and 
which I wish further to wish the Government of India to recall for iho 
purpose of showing what they should have done in 1921, and which though 
late they may still do as a temporary measure befon' a final constitiitifm 
is threshed out by the British Parliament. That, Sir. is all that wr 
demand. That is all that we have been asking: and the Honourable 
Members on the opposite benches must have known that throughout the 
length and breadth of this country^ all voices have joined in asking that 
■there should br a progressive realisation of responsible government in the 
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centre, progressive in the sense that it does not lead from point to point 
but that there is a steady growth and that it grows of its own. inonientum 
and organic power. That is what we want and that, I submit, is how 
the Government of India Act of 1919 should be construed. And, Sir, if 
I have spoken on this occasion, it has been with the single purpose of 
drawing the attention of the Government of India to the requirements of 
my country on this occasion. Within a few minutes we shall he launched 
into a discussion of another topic, that topic which the Government of 
India know must be distressing them as often as it comes up directly or 
indirectly for discussion. Sir, nothing is more jiainful to us than to refer 
to that toj>ic; but the fact is that we and the Government of India 
would be able to avoid these distressing contingencies if the Government of 
India were to press upon His Majesty’s Government one bold advance, one 
bold step forward in the direction of liberalising the constitution as we 
have asked and further to push on with the ultimate constitution that 
might be settled for the Government of India. 

I am afraid. Sir, I shall not have the time to reply to niy Honourable 
friend Dr. DeSouza, but 1 am perfectly certain — and I feel happy — that 
mv Honourable friend Sir Abdur Itahim has amply dealt with the question 
of the Round Table Conference. He has also pointed out that the scheme, 
AS it is settled by the first and the second Conference or by the Consulta* 
tive Committee, would in the end be unworkable. Then, Sir, Mr. Josbi 
has lent, his support to the main theme of our arguments. As regards 
pir Henry Gidney, he is Sir Henry Gidney and nothing need be said about 
him. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The House will now take up the motion 
ior adjournment. 


AlOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Excesses of the Poi.k k in Delhi and Desecr.ation of the Mosque of 

Kucha Rahman. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Tatna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa 
Muhaminadnn) : Sir, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

^ Before proci eding with the main question of the violation of 

sanctity of a mosque. I \vould like to give the histor\' of the occuiTence 
on Saturdav last. My Honourable friend the Home ^lember may correct 
me if he finds any matter incorrect. 

According to mv information, a day prior to this occurrence, that is, 
on Friday last. Mufti Kifa> aiiilla. President of the Jamiat-ul-UIema-Hind 
offer his Jinnn prnvcr in the Juma Masjid, started from the Mosque and 
went towards Queen's Gardens to hold a meeting there. All that the men 
w'^th him were doing w’as oeeasioiially calling “ Allah-o-Akbar , which means 
God is the greatest of all, also calling “Islam Zinda Bad . This peaceful 
gathering or procession reached the Queen s Garden and sat there. Before 
any speech w'as made or anv illegal act w’as committed, a certain pt)lice 
officer tried to rush towards Mufti Kifayatulla and then some disturbance 
took place. There are two versions of th^ following narration ; some say 
that the officer was running to warn and others say that he was running 
to arrest th.- Mufti Sahih. However, there is no denial of the fact that 
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up to the time of the lathi charge the Mussalmans were peaceful and no 
speech was delivered up to that time. On presumption only actions were 
taken and many people were injured and the Mufti Sahib was arrested. 

Then, according to the Statesman, the mob was shouting slogans: a 
lathi charge was made as a result of which a man named Abdulla had to 
be taken to hospital: five or six others received injuries; the lathi charge 
effectively dispersed the crowd and Mufti Kifayatulla was arrested : three 
other men who were also taken into custody were later released. In the 
whole story, I do not find anything to show that the gathering was noi 
peaceful. I will here add that the slogans were “ Allah -o-Akbar**, **Islam 
Zindabad”, “Sarhad ki AzaJ Tahqiqat Karo*', and “Ordinance Wapas 
Karlo". The Statesman also does not make it clear wdiat were the slogans : 
it is quite clear that these slogans were not very object iorable or fit for 
any notice to be taken of them. 

Now the occurrence of Saturday last begins. A procession started frum 
the Juma Masjid shouting “Allah-o-Akbar**, “Islam Zindabad", etc. By 
the orders of the Magistrate, the bamiers were seized at the clock tower^ 
and a minute later lathi charges were made by the police. No fault is 
mentioned here also. Then a sort of disturbance started on Saturday and 
passers by fled in different lanes about which the Statesman says, (this i^ 
the main occurrence): 

‘*At three o’clock a procession numbering two thousand under the instructions oi 
the Ma»jlis-i-Ahrar started from the vTuma Masjid shouting different slogans. The 
procession passed through Chowri Bazaar, Hauz Qazi, Lai Knan, Farrash Khana, 
Fatehpuri and had reached the Clock Tower when, it is understood, on instructions 
from the City Magistrate a police official seized the banners. A mi.'»nte later the 
police made a lathi charge on the crowd which by now exceeded six thousand.” 

Here also there is no mention that there was anything not peaceful, rather 
the only fault mentioned is that the mob exceeded six thousand. It is 
alleged that these lathi charges on innocent and peaceful citizens infuriate'.' 
some Muslim boy. I do not want to discuss this at this stage, because 
the case is under trial. However the crowd fled in different streets and 
police chasing them reached to the mosque in Kucha Bahman. Further 
the Statesman saya : 

“The City Magistrate saw stones being, thrown from the rnosquo though the mosqtio 
authoritieis deny it. The police entered the mo.sque and made a lathi charge inside 
it. They then went to the top of the Ma.sjid and dispersed people who were standing 
there, ^me alight damage .was done. Five people were arrested inside the mosque.” 

i 

The official version also is that brickbats were thrown from inside th^ 
masque. I challenge the Treasury Benches on this point, to prove that 
brickbats were thrown from the mosque. There is absolutely no window or 
door towards the lane from which brickbats could be thrown from the 
mosque. I myself went today to see the mosque and saw that there was 
absolutely no hole towards the lane from which brickbats could be throwu 
Many other Members also have seen the mosque. The lane is to the 
west of the mosque. It is Jmown to you. Sir, and to every one else 
that there arc no windov/s or doors in the western wall of a mosque. It 
is quite clear and known to every Muhammadan that in the western wsU 
of a mosque there can not be any window or door. That is the case with 
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this mosque in question also. In another place tiie Statesman also wnt^. 
in this. way: 

“As the lathi chargee werei going on some brickbats, stones and earthenware were 
hurled at the jpolice from a house adjoining the mosque in Kucha Rahman, a by-lane 
in Ohandni Chowk.*’ 

So it is clear that no brickbat was thrown from the mosque, rather it was 
thrown from some adjoining house: it might be possible, Sir. The police, 
who were making lathi charges rushed into Kucha Bahman and rushed into 
the mosque. The main gate of the mosque was closed by the Muazzan 
that the crowd might not come in, but the police broke the door. I myself 
saw about hundred spots of lathi charge on the door leaf. The peaceful * 
Muazzan and some other Muslims who were inside the mosque for Asar 
prayers were beaten, Wazu pots were broken, glasses of lanterns were 
smashed, and the police entered the mosque with shoes on. Is this not a 
barbarous mentality? Whatever may be said by the Honourable the Home 
Member about the position and plan of this mosque is only hearsay and 
it cannot satisfy me. I have myself seen the position of the mosque. The 
facts are clear, that brickbats cannot be thrown from the mosque, and at 
the same time there were no brickbats in the mosque. The mosque was 
in perfectly good condition; the floor is paved with stone everywhere and 
there was no possibility of having brickbats even in the mosque. 

From what has occurred in Delhi during the last three days, it appears 
that the authorities, and especially the police, arc bent upon making 
: mischief in the garb of restoring law and order. It has been pointed out 
} repeatedly that they should first gauge the situation and then take action 
with a view to ease the situation as far as possible. But contrary to this 
the police are bent upon committing as many excesses as they possibly 
can, and for which there can be no justification. The greatest cause of 
complaint to the Mussalmans is that the police entered the mosque in the 
Kucha Kahman by forcibly opening the doors, smashing the window panes 
and breaking the earthen pots there. To whatever school of thought the 
Mussalmans may belong, they cannot possibly tolerate even for a second 
the violation of the sanctity of their religious buildings. During the past 
few years there have been hundreds of examples where Mussalmans have 
resorted to every means in order to uphold the honour of their religious 
places. May I enquire from the Treasury Benches, what right the police 
bad in entering a religious place of v^orship and causing damage to it? 
The Government and the authorities are fully aware of the fact that the 
Mussalmans are always ready even to shed their blood to keep up the 
sanctity of their mosques and other religious buildings. It is a well-known 
fact that anything that touches their religion goes to their heart. But in 
spite of this, the police resorted to this, which has greatly injured the 
feelings of every Mussalman in this country. I cannot possibly understand 
bow the police, knowing what the consequences of their actions would be, 

: did a thing which, the Mussalmans will never tolerate. 

Mr. President, unless the Government punish those who are founS 
guilty, after due enquiry, of thus entering the mosque and thereby in- 
juring the feelings of the Mussalmans, and compensate the mosque 
authorities they will never sit at rest. I warn them to do this at once 
in order to avoid any further trouble, otherwise the responsibility will bO 
theirs. If I win or lose this motion, it will not change the situation at 
*^11. I did not move the motion to carry the day, but I wanted to warn the 
Government in time. I warn the Government to respect the religious 
feelings of all communities in India, to respeej; all the places of worship 

1 
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(ftid sacred pkces such as Mandirs, Gurdwaras, Churches, ImambaraSr 
Karbalas, Mosques, and graveyards, etc. I urge upon the Government to 
hold an independent inquiry very soon, to compensate the mosque author!-' 
ties and to punish the responsible men who will be found guilty. Mr. 
President, India is an Asiatic country; for Indians religion is above alU 
We can bear all sorts of hardships; we are prepared to sacrifice our wealth, 
our childr^ and even our very lives, but we cannot allow any one to 
interfere with our religion or to desecrate our mosques or other places of 
worship. You can play with our blood but we cannot allow you to play 
with our religious sentiment. 

Sir, with these words I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, 
when I first had intimation that my Honourable friend proposed to move 
this motion, I could not but feel that he did so under a complete mis- 
apprehension of the facts. I have, Sir, been keeping myself in very close 
touch with occurrences in Delhi during the last two or three days, for 
the scenes of disorder which have occurred have been matters which have 
given both the local authorities and to myself some very considerable 
cause for anxiety. That being so, I have, from day to day, been receiving 
from the authorities of the Delhi Administration information as to what 
actually occurred: and today, as the Honourable gentleman appears to 
have relied almost entirely upon a Press report for the facts which he 
has recited, I think it would be proper on my part to take the earliest 
opportunity of placing the House in possession of the facts as they have 
been reported by the responsible officers of the Delhi Administration. 

I will deal first with the occurrences on Friday, the 11th March 1932. 
This is the report of the City Magistrate, a well know^n and highly respected 
Muslim Officer: 

*‘A procession, organised and led by Mufti Kifayat IJllali, started from the Jama 
Masjid at about 3 p.m. and reached the Clock Tower at 4 p.m. where I, Mr. 
DeGale, S. S. P., A. S. P., Mr. Bakhta war Ali, and R. B. Malik Devi Dayal, Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, were present with the police force. The processionists num 
beied about 3,000 to 4,000 and they were shouting at the top of their voice "Inqild. 
Zindahad*' , “Down with Ordinance.s**, “Government Barhad Ho", etc. Ju.st enttn- 
ing the Queen's Gardens, the crowd stopped for a moment and shouted defiantly at u?!. 
The leaders then asked the crowd to proceed onward and they accordingly went to tiie 
ground behind the Town Hall, where a meeting was arranged. This meeting c<^n- 
sisted of a gathering of about 2,000 people, and the rest of the crowd, numbeniiir 
about 3,000 to 4,000, were standing behind the hedges and were watching the show. 
Mufti Kifayat Ullah took his seat on a Municipal bench lying there. As soon as the 
people in the crowd took their seats in the meeting they again shouted the same anti- 
Government slogans, "Inqilab Zindahad" “Gnvernment Bai^ad Ho", etc. It was then 
announced to the gathering that if they continued to shout anti-Govemment slognn.^ 
or any speech were made to promote the object of an unlawful association, they would 
be dispersed. Thereupon some 40 to 50 people who were sitting in the centre of 
the crowd shouted back “We shall, we shall; disperse us if you like.'* The meeting 
tPbs then dispersed with a light lathi charge by the police. A man from amongst 
; the crowd also assaulted the S. S. P. with the bamboo of a banner. Some policemen 
who saw him assaulting the S. S. F. intervened. The S. S. P.’s head was saved by his 
Topi. Mufti Kifayat ullah stuck to his bench and did not move from there. He 
was consequently arrested. The injured man was sent to the hospital at once ’ 

life ■will be observed that only one injury was caused to a man who made 
a very dangeroug and violent assault on the Senior Superintendent of 
Police who was saved hy the prompt intervention of the men under hia 
command. 
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1 now pass on, Sir, because, I think, important that the House 
should have the fullest account of the facts, "and I trust that you will if 
necessary give me a slight latitude over the time normally allowed, to the 
report of the City Deputy Superintendent of Police on the events of 
Saturday the 12th March: 

**A proMsion under the auspices of the Majlishi-Ahrar, Delhi, started from tSe 
Jama Masjid today at about 3 p.m. About 2,000 Muslims joined it. About 3,000 
spectators also accompanied it. They were carrying two red flags and three placards 
on which was inscrii^d '*Long live revolution. Mufti Kifayat Ullah Zindabad’*. etc. 
They were shooting **lnqilab Zindabad**, **Government be ruined*', “tyrant Govern- 
ment be ruined** “Martyrs of Peshawar and Frontier zindabad**, etc. The proces- 
sion after passing through Chawri Bazar, Hauz Qazi, Lai Kuan, Fatehpuri, reached 
the Clock Tower at about 4 p.m., where I, along with the City Magistrate and 
police force, was present. The processionists were very much excited and were 
shouting anti-Govemment slogans. The banners and placards they were carrying 
were seized by the police under the City Magistrate's order and the procession was 
dispersed after it had been declared unlawful. A person, reported to be a resident 
of Hauz Qazi ilaqa^ stabbed two of the constables and was arrested on the spot 
with a knife in his possession. One of the constables received a serious injury on 
the right side of the chest**. 

The House will note these facts in view of the suggestion made in the 
Press report quoted by my friend that the conduct of this gathering had 
been strictly peaceful. 

The report further says : 

“He was removed to the Hospital at once. A good many of the processionists, 
who had entered Kucha Rahman, started throwing brickbats on the police. The 
police then dispersed the crowd in the lane and when they were coming back, a 
good many brickbats were thrown at them from the balcony of a room above a 
mosque. Some policemen got on the balcony through the common main entrance of 
the mosque and dispersed these men. In the meantime, the S. S. P. also reached 
the spot. The rifle of one of the police armed guard, -which was in Chandni Chowk, 
went off accidentally in the air.** 

I mention that, because there has been a widely prevalent rumour that 
firing had been opened by the police and serious casualties had occurred^ 
which is dispersed by the report of the S. S. P. No casualty resulted from 
this accidental discharge. 

“(Not© hy S. 8. P. “I checked all ammunition on my arrival and found that 
only on© round had been fired. The Head Constable concerned said it was an acci- 
dent while loading”). The police returned to the Kotwali at about 7 p.m. 

It is reliably learnt that the man who stabbed the constable had come with the 
intention of stabbing Sub-Inspector Abdul Wahid. ' 

Foot constable Bhagwat Singh, No. 448, posted at New Delhi police station, who 
was going towards Hauz Kazi in a tram oar in uniform was assaulted by some Muslims. 
He received some slight injuries. 

On© Mr. G. A. Heron with his wife was coming from Khari Baoli on his motor 
cycle. When he reached the comer of Fateh Puri he was struck by one of a crowd. 
On receipt of this infonnation the police was sent there to disperse them, but the 
crowd had disappeared. # 

Later information was received that some tram cars were stopped by some men 
in front of Katra Nil and Ballimaran.” 

“The police were twice sent there and dispersed the crowd. Besides the above 
^^nstables some other constables also received injuries. The condition of one of the 
constables who was stabbed with a knife is somewhat serious. A case under section 
307 Indian Penal Code haa been registered against the assailant.*' 

I do not propose, though I have the reports in my hand, to read an 
Account of what occurred yesterday, that is, Sunday, the 18th. Assaults- 
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Old oontinue to take placd, and the atmosphere is still tense, but 1 trust 
tl^t it will shortly subside. I may at this stage make this obserration, 
that while a mood of great tension and excitement is imfortunately still 
prevalent in some parts of the city, 1 trust that if the debate on this 
motion is proceeded with, any Honourable Member who takes part in it 
will be very careful not to say or do anything which might add to the 
tension and possibly lead to very unhappy results. 

Now, Sir, I propose to deal more fully with the incident relating to the 
mosque, because I realise that both the Honourable Member himself and 
all the gentlemen on his side of the House, as indeed I may say, every 
Member of the House, will be greatly concerned with any question in 
which a suggestion is made that a place of wcnrship, of whatever creed or 
whatever religion, has been wantonly desecrated. But I propose first to 
make some comments merely on the police action which has been referred 
to in the first part of the notice of motion. The reports which I have laid 
before the House have been very carefully scrutinised by the higher officials 
and responsible officers of the Delhi Administration, and I am fully con- 
fident that they can be accepted as reliable and trustworthy accounts of 
the events to which tliey refer. I think that no candid judge will be 
prepared to deny that in circumstances of great danger and difficulty the 
police officers concerned and the other members of the Delhi Adminis- 
tration acted with the greatest restraint and discipline. Now, Sir, I come 
more particularly to the incident relating to the mosque. I have hero a i 
report by the Senior Superintendent of Police himself who came on the 
spot almost immediat^ely after the incident referred to by my Honourable 
friend. This is his account of the matter: 

“Having arrived in this small lane from which stones were being hurled, the 
police were dispersing the crowd in the lane when from a small balcony—** 

It will be evident from the other report I have read to the 
House that this balcony lies over the mosque itself: 

“—another shower of stones was thrown upon them. The men — who were mostly 
from the police lines and not well acquainted with the city — itimed and charged up 
the stone throwers on the balcony. The direct way to do so was to enter a gateway 
which proved to be also the gateway to a veiy small mosque, and from the court 
yard of this mosque they found a staircase leading to the balcony from which stnno« 
had been thrown. It is very unlikely that any of the police realised at the time thil 
there was any question of entering a mosque. The entrance (this is an imr»ortant 
is a common entrance to both the mosque and the house in question. Inspector 
Fateh Mohammad Khan and Sub-Inspector Abdul Wahid were present, though not 
with the advance party of police who first entered. 

This was a mixOd batch of police, of whom the m.ijority were MuhammsdanJ. 

It is true that they were wearing shoes’* — {he is perfectly frank in the matter) 
they entered the mosque courtyard unwittingly; but, beyond that, nothing 
^ould possibly be alleg^ as desecration occurred. , 

The action taken was to bring the stone throwers down from the balconv nrd to 
paca< them off. f 

The lane or kucha was littered with bricks and stones where they had been hur\c^* 
MW, on his arrival, and a number of police had received miner in- 
juries and bruises.’* i 

That, I think, is a perfectly reliable account of what actually took 
inA if it is a question cf the general policy of the Government of Indin, ^ 
mdeed of all Governments in Indiii, in this matter^though I can hnrdly 
suppose that that could really be in question— I cannot do better thn® 
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quote from a otatement recently made by the latct Viceroy of India, Lord 
Irwin; What he said was this : 

the*, advent of rBriiish rule it hasi been a Bxed tradition of the Governinont 
of India to reoognise and respect the sanctity of places of worship. This policy has 
been faithfully and continuously pursued; and 1 need scarcely dwell on the numerous 
acts of Gk)veriiment which testify to it ; for they are well-known to you. Sufiice 
it to say that the kind of acts 1 have in mind are the inclusion of special provision 
for their protection in the penal law. th^ continuance under British rule, in favour 
of many shrines, of jagirs. grants and muafis originally granted by rulers of the 
faith with which they are connected, and the daborate arrangements which are made 
for the comfort and convenience of pilgrims to the places they hold in veneration. 

it 

This attitude has not been dictated by reason of self-intere^. but springs from* 
genuine conviction. It is a cardinal item of policy; and the spirit which underlies 
it is expressed in the proclamation of Queen Victoria relating to the freedom of reli- 
gious beliefs, a passage from which I may quote to you : 

‘Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and acknowledging with 
gratitude the solace of Religion, wo disclaim alike the Right and the desire to impose 
Our Convictions on any of Our Subjects. We declare it to be Our Royal Will and 
Pleasure that none be in any wise favoured, none molested or disquieted by reason 
of their l^ligious Faith or Observances; but that all shall alike enjoy the equal and 
impartial protection of the Law.* 

Let me assure you that 1 and my Government stand steadfast in those convictions 
We regard as matters of the first importance the protection of .all communities in the 
free exercise of their i^ligious beliefs and the preservation from disrespect of the 
sacred places which they hold in reverence. My Government will, in future, aa 
in the past, be scrupulous in condemning and preventing any action which may give 
genuine offence to religious sentiments or interfere with the use. for purposes of 
worship of sacred buildings, by whatever community they may be venerated. 

Nevertheless, 1 must necessarily attach to this assurance a qualification which 
you yourself recognise as just. Indeed it is the essence of the matter that a 
sacred building should be devoted and preserved for the purpose of worship. All 
men condemn aa unseemly the misuse of a building set apart> for the service of God 
for the purpose of giving provocation or committing excesses. While Government always 
desires to respect the sanctity of places of worship, it must- be a point of principle 
that the public should not by any action detract from, or sully, their sacred 
character.*' 

Now, Sir, from the facts I have recited — and I will conclude my re- 
marks in two minutes — it is clear that, in so far as the police entered the 
doorway of this mosque, it is a common doorway, and that they were 
greeted with a shower of brickbats. It is quite clear that no disrespect to 
the mosque was ever intended. A large number of the police party were 
themselves Mussulmans. Two of the officers immediately in charge of 
the, party were themselves Mussalmans, and I think that that will be 
accepted as a reasonable assurance that no deliberate disrespect was in- 
tended to the mosque, and that hi fact, no act of desecration took place* 

Hr. K. Ahmed (Bajshahi Division : Muhammadan Bural) : What aboufi 
the smashing of the lantern mentioned by the Mover? 

Tl^e HbnonraMe Sir James Orerar: X have no information about %he 
smashing of a lantern. I am perfectly confident that the official reports 
on the, subject which I have read out to the House give a trustworthy 
account , of the matter. Taking, then, the series of incidents to whicH 
my Honourable friend has referred on the day previous to this occurrence, 
and taking this incidqpt itself, I think thob the Houm will be prepared to 
mcognise t^at the Administration of Delhi and their officers were con- 
fronted with a danger of very great difficulty indeed, m which one tactless 
^ct, and what is more important, the slightest failure to disdiarge their 
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duty, might have resulted in a very great catastrophe. My own view is 
that the action which the police and the Magistrates had to take through- 
out these unfortunate occurrences — ^now, I hope, rapidly drawing to a dose 

was carried out in a spirit of great devotion to duty, and of the strictest 
discipline and restraint, and with a desire, in carrying out their duty, 
to inflict as little injury as possible. That, I submit, is the verdict which 
the House ought to pass on this motion. (Applause.) 

Haulvi Sayyid Mnituza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras: Muham- 
madan) : Mr. President, you are alive to the fact that I generally end my 
speech with a Persian couplet, but today I will begin my speech with 
Persian couplets, so that they may give cogent advice to the Government. 
The first runs thus: 


** Bitars az ahe muztooman he hangame dua harden 
Ijahat az dare hvq bahre istiqhal mi ayed*\ 

This is the advice given by a Persian philosopher to the then Government. 
It means, “ Be afraid of the intense and heartfelt feeling of the oppressed, 
when they give expression to that feeling and want to launch a complaint 
before the Supreme Court. The angle of acceptance comes in advance, to 
take it to the Divine Durbar“. This is an occasion when the House cannot 
expect me to give expression to my feeling with restraint, and I hope you 
will pardon me. I am one that attaches great importance to religious 
affairs and there is our Christian friend the Home Member who tries to 
assure us that they who represent the Christian Government also attach 
importance to that fact. The Home Member said on the 1st February 
1932 that the powers given to the agents under the Ordinances are being 
administered and exercised with strict discipline and utmost moderation 
and restraint. I wilhrefer the House to his exact words. He said : 


“It is the view of the Oovernment of India, a view fully shared by the Local 
Governments that these extraordinary powers (he refers to the powers" under the 
Ordinajices) must be administered (not will be) with strict discipline, as I said and 
with the utmost restraint and moderation and it is in that spirit that they will con- 
tinue to bo administered so long as they may unhappily be found to bo necessary.*’ 


Sir, the Mover of the Eesolution began his speech with what transpired 
on the 11th. So I need not enter into any details regarding it. The 
meeting on the second day was with the object of protesting against tlie 
high-handedness of the police who, without warning the people to disperse, 
began tO: belabour them, so much so that they were about to belabour even 
Mufti Kifayatulla Sahib, the President of Jamiyatul-XJlema-e-Hind, Delhi, 
who is held in great esteem by the whole Muslim public. But for his 
Son, who offered him shelter by falling upon him, he would not have es- 
caped a lathi charge. He is a lean and aged gentleman who is not keep- 
ing good health. The Home Member also might have seen him; but un- 
fortunately he does not attend Government parties. Such a gentleman 
was about to be belaboured, and one Maulvi Abdul Halim Sahib Siddiqi, 
who was about to propose the Mufti Sahib to the Chair, and who was 
^ ” described as a municipal bench, 

hft- 8®®" ray own eyes the wounds he 

has received m hig left hand. Sir, the Jamiyat-ulema and Majlis Ahrar 
that are politico-religious and they have nothLg to do 
mtb the Congress cml disobedience movement. What they wanted on 
«us occasion was to request the Government to withdraw the Oidinancee 



MOTION FOB ADJOURNMENT. 


1993 


snd to perndit a committee to go to the North-West Frontier Province to 
make an independent inquiry, so that the communique issued from time 
to time by the Chief Commissioner who is about to be made Governor of 
the Frontier Province and the several statements made by the reliable 
gentleman belonging to that province may be gone into deeply and a 
sifting, honest and independent inqftiry may be made by them which will 
strengthen the hands of the Government also to a great extent if the 
allegations against them are untrue. The Government have not been good 
enough to grant this mild request. Even the Moslem Conference at the 
meeting of the Working Committee held recently has passed a Eesolution 
requesting the Government to constitute an independent committee to* 
present to the N. W. F. to go into the question affecting the Province. 
These are the requests that the above organisations also are making. 
They have not taken to the civil disobedience movement. But they may 
be driven to the necessity of so doing hereafter. 

Sir, as regards the mosque referred to both by the Mover and the 
Home Member, I am in possession of a photograph of the mosque, which 
will dispel all doubts of even the Government. It shows the gateway 
which w'as broken into by the police on the 12th. It is a double storeyed 
mosque. Our friend the Honourable Member has confounded the balcony, 
which has been set apart for the Congregation leader (Imam) and the 
mosque. The balcony referred to by him is a small room, but there is a 
balcony w’hich is a place of worship above the lower building. It is a 
double-storeyed building. Our friend might have taken the trouble of 
visiting the place which is not far off from here. Even now it is not too 
late for these gentlemen or the Members of the European Group or other 
non-official Members to visit the place and satisfy themselves aa to 
whether sacrilege has been committed by the police or not. The explana- 
tion of the Government has been propounded with great sagacity and tact- 
fulness in order to throw dust into our eyes. This morning I visited the 
mosque to make a sifting inquiry and to see those who w^ere actually 
belaboured by the police. When a student was reciting the Koran there, 
he w^as belaboured to such an extent that he fell unconscious over the 
holy Koran itself and it fell down. It is astonishing that a civilised Gov- 
ernment can tolerate all this. But can we put up with such things, Sir, 
any longer? If there was actually c.nyone who stabbed a constable, it is 
said the police have arrested him, and if he happens to be the real 
culprit, let him bo brought to book and dealt with according to law. But 
how are the police justified in entering a mosque with shoes on, I cannot 
imagine, or how this kind of high-handedness can come to pass here. If 
my Honourable friend will take the trouble of visiting the mosque even 
now, he wdll see that there is a balcony set apart for the Pesh Imam, 
who is an aged gentleman of 70 years, a Maulvi, a professor of the Arabic 
College here, and even the balcony occupied by the old Maulvi Sahib has 
received a lathi blow — fortunately for him he was not charged with a 
lathi, but one can see the number of glass panes broken. Now if my 
Honourable friend, the Home Member — ^who is to retire soon — v.nll take 
the trouble of seeing the balcony, he will see the lanterns broken, the 
floors damaged, etc., etc. 

Hr. Oaya Prasad Singll (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham- 
madan) : Give it to the Statesman to publish it. 

Mir. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member knows that on 
nn adjournment motion there is a time-limit of 15 minutes. 
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IfanM Stypu Xartua Sabeb Bahadur: Had I known that; Sir, I would 
-have finished my speech long ago. 

llr. Preaidenti.: The Honourable Member has four minutes more. 

' , i 

BCanlvi Sayyid Murtnxa Saheb Bahadur : The Siflieeman, Su, waa th^ 
forerunner of the statement which is made by the police officers and 
endorsed by the Honourable the Home Member. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Arthur Moore will excuse me for saying so. The Statesman, dated the 
13th March, says: 

I 

“The crowds who were stoning the police — ‘and not who w^ere alleged to have been 
stoning the police* — from a mosque were soon dispersed, and several arrests were 
made.” 

I see of course my Honourable friend has been misled by his reporter. 
He may also take the trouble to go with me and satisfy himself as to whe- 
ther there is any physical possibility for any man to throw stones from 
within the mosque. There are huge buildings in front of the mosque. 
The mosque itself is located in a narrow lane on Kucha Bahman. The 
word ‘‘kucha", my Persian-knowing friend, the Honourable the Home 
Member, need not mistake for a big street: it is a narrow lane. Then, 
Sir, had there been any stone-throwing, as reported by the police officer, 
those that were arrested must have been — not only niight have been, or 
should have been, — but must have been dealt with according to the law, 
but they were let off after a few minutes by the same officer. If the 
allegation be true, where was the necessity for letting off five or six per- 
sons who were arrested from within the mosque? They were actually 
let off. So, Sir, the case which my Honourable friend, the Home Mem 
her, has tried to make out cannot stand for n moment. It has fallen 
through and it cannot but fall through. So I would request even the Gov- 
ernment Members to sympathise with these grievances, which, Sir, have 
much to do with various unfortunate matters today. Today they dese- 
crate a mosque, tomorrow they desecrate a temple, a third day they dese- 
crate a Gurdwara, and so on! What is the use. Sir, of reading out the 
Queen's Proclamation; we have read that over and over again.- Do the 
Government act up to the terms laid down therein? That is the ques- 
tion. (Loud Applause.) So, Sir, I shall conclude my speech also with 
the following pregnant words:/ 

** Bitars ai ahe muzlooman kt hangamt dua harden 
Ijahat az dare hxiq bahre iHiqhal mi ayed“, 

“For the stability of any Government it is quite necessary that it should »to tliat 
no comninnity which has a religious bend of mind is injuriously affected and its 
religious feeling wounded“y 

tVith these words of warning and advice I resume my seat. 

, Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I should like to offer a few observations 
on this motion; and my only justification for doing so is that I was an 
^ some of the incidents related hei;e by some of the previous 
8j)eaker8. S?*% I v/ent to the city yesterday and the day before in the 
evening. But before coming to the incidents of which I have been a 
personal eye-witness, I should like to refer for a moment to the speech of 
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my Honourable friend, the Home Member. It was very refreshing to find 
my Honourable friend giving an assurance to this House that he has put 
himself in the 'Closest touch with the incidents which happened in the city 
during the last three or four days. I would like to know from him whe- 
ther he ever took the trouble of visiting the seen© of the occurrence, and of 
witnessing the mosque in question. Evidently, Sir, he has not seen the 
mosque, and he relies upon the information which has been supplied to 
him by his subordinate officers who in fact are the accused in this case, 
and who cannot expect that their version must be accepted as nelJeSsanly 
true by this House or by the country outside. (Hear, hear.) Sir, during, 
the course of his speech my Honourable friend was interrupted, and asked 
whether he saw the lantern broken in the mosque; and my Honourable 
friend not having seen the place of occurrence could not reply. Sir, 1 
saw the mosque, and the lantern that was broken. I should now like to 
refer to that part of the speech of my Honourable friend in which he has 
stated that anti-Govemment slogans were shouted by the people who had 
assembled in the Queen’s Garden for the purpose of holding a meeting. 
My Honourable friend the Mover of this motion hfis quoted extensively 
from the Statesman, and so far as I can remember, the Statesman does 
not refer to any anti-Govemment slogans having been uttered at the 
meeting. Everybody knows, Sir, the attitude of the Statesman with regard 
to incidents like these, and the soft comer it has for the Government: but 
T have failed to notice any sort of reference made to anti-Govemment cries 
at the meeting. 

Mr. O. 0. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): That might 
have been due to “softness” for Muhammadans! 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I have in my hand, Sir, another paper, the 
Hindustan Times, from which I make this one quotation: 

. “Exactly at 4 p.m, all the officer.s headed by Mr. deGale made their way w> the 
place where the moetinj^ was being held. Sub-Inapector Abdul Wahid communi- 
cated to the people assembled that if in the meeting anything was said against the 
Ordinances, the meeting would be declared unlawful. The conveners had hardly 
time to reply when some among the audience replied that they would speak against 
the prdinan(;es. This was the signal for a severe lathi charge on the audience.’* 

It was not the light lathi charge as stated by my Honourable friend, 
the Home Member. Sir, I proceed further: 

“The armed policemen who were standing by ru^ed to the scene of the meeting 
and began showering lathi on the crowd. People ran in a panic, bnt the Police chased 
them on all sides for many furlongs. Many people received injuries.'* 

This narration of facts also does not refer to any anti-Governnient cries 
that are said to have been raised by the people. Mufti Kifayatullah Sahib 
who, I understand, is the President of the All-India Jamiat-i-Ulema, was 
arrested; and he was marched off to the lock-up. This gentleman occu- 
pies a very high and honourable place in the Muslim world. I hfi^ve no 
doubt that when my Honourable friend Maulvi Shafee Daood-Na^ gets 
up to speak on this motion, he will pay a high compliment to the position 
which the Mufti Sahib occupies as the President of the Jamiat-i-Ulema*; 
because I remember some years ago .... 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
It ig dragging an irrelevant matter into this question. 

iftf. Gaya Piraaad Siogh: Can I not refer to you? 
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lb. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) : Order, order. 
The Honourable Member should address the Chair. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, my Honourable friend Maulvi Shafee 
Dwod-Nagri — ^lie comes from a village called Daood-Nagar in my own (dis- 
trict of .Muzaffarpur in Bihar — used to swear by, the name of the Jamiat- 
i-Ulema, and the name of Mufti Kifayatullah. That is why I said . 

Haulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: I object to this sort of speech of my 
Honourable friend. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I therefore thought, Sir, that my Honourable 
friend had still some respect and regard for this gentleman. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola): Why is the 
Honourable Member bringing up the name of Maulvi Shafee Daoodi so 
often in his speech? If he holds any views he will give expression to 
them. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: However, I will proceed with the subject- 
matter of this motion. 

Yesterday in the evening I went to the city, and i had a keen desire 
to see the mosque. I went up to the front of the mosque, but I was hesi- 
tating to go inside it. Amongst the crowd that were collected there, three 
or four respectable Muhammadans asked me whether I wanted to see the 
mosque. I replied that I would like to if they had no objection. I i^ld them 
at the outset that I was a Hindu, and I did nob know whether I should be 
allowed to go inside the mosque. On being taken into the mosque, I took 
off my shoes as every body else wlio enters into a mosque has to do. I saw 
the remnants of broken earthem pitehers littered all over the place, and it 
w^as represented to me that they were the vessels from which our Mussalman 
friends do Wazu or the ablutions before performing their Namaz, Some 
glass panes were also broken. I was led upstairs into a roopa. There I saw 
a big lantern which was hanging down. It was also broken and smashed. 
It was stated to me that a boy who was reading the holy Koran waa 
assaulted and beaten as well as a few others. I also saw the lathi marks 
on the adjoining wall. It was represented to me that the constables who en- 
tered into the mosque with shoes on had battered down, the gate at the en- 
trance of the mosque, and when they went upstairs another panel of doors 
was 'also broken down which I saw with my own eyes. It was stated to me 
that the posse of constables who entered were led by Sub-Inspector Abdul 
Wahid. Sir, this was what I actually saw with my eyes. Then I wont 
into the neighbouring gali which is called Kucha Bahnian, and there I was 
told that a shopkeeper who deals in laces and other things, out of the 
fear of the police ran away, and the police carried away the bundle of llif' 
laces with them. The fact that I am not drawing upon my imagination 
will appear from a short statement which has appeared in the vemaculnr 
paper called The Kaumi Gazette, dated the 14th March, 1082, in which it 
is stated that the shopkeeper fled out of the fear of the police and tbfi 
police carried away his gathri (bundle). The police pursued the people 
from the Clock Tower right up to Ballimaran and administered 
blows on them. I saw, Sir, many people running tfwey in panic lO 
Kucha Baliman, and I was also asked to run away with them. (Laughter.) 
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But I chose the opposite course. 1 said to myself: 'Xet me take a 
little bit of risk and see how things go on*'. I went on to the main 
thoroughfare ; and on the other side of the road near about the red building 
of the Town Hall, 1 saw a large posse of constables running after people 
find chasing them at random and beating some of them. I quietly went up 
to them, but I did not talk to any one. I am very thankful to the Police 
that, although I went so near them, I escaped unhurt. Sir, these lathi 
charges of the police constitute a very disquieting feature in the situation 
at the present time. This policy has been adopted by an order, I am 
afraid, which has emanated from the Government of India and which has. 
been communicated to all the Local Governments for guidance. Sir, Gov- 
ernment apparently think that the nationalist activities of the people would 
be subdued and cowed down by the threat of these lathi charges and the 
policy of terrorism. Sir, I have nothing to say about the Police, which is 
a mercenary force. I am sure it will be as ready to turn against the Gov- 
ernment at one time as it is ready to support them now. But, I am afraid 
Government will be mistaken it they think that these lathi charges are 
going to subdue the people. The Congress manoeuvred the whole position, 
and it has succeeded in its attempt. The Congress wanted to put the Gov- 
ernment in the wrong. The Congress thought that the flagging zeal of the 
people would be aroused most effedlvely if the Government adopted a re- 
pressive policy against them, and the calculation of the Congress has come 
true. I beseech the Government in their own interests and in the interest 
of the country, to refrain from indulging in a policy which may have disas- 
trous consequences. To-day, Sir, it is the Hindus who are subjected to 
these lathi charges, and the Government relies upon the Mussalinans and 
members of other communities to support them. Tomorrow it will be the 
turn of the Mussalinans, and the Government wdll rely upon other com- 
munities. Sir, it has been said by a well-known statesman, “You can fool 
some people all the tiipo, and all people for some of the time, but you 
cannot fool all the people all the time". (Cheers.) 


Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Sir, in the short space of time, wre 
^ have to discuss this motion for adjournment, I want the Honour- 

* ’ able Members of this House to concentrate their attention on the 
most important question out of all that has been described here. I 
submit there are lots of incidents w’hich happened during the two days 
of which we have heard the description, but the one which took place on 
Saturday when the mosque w^as desecrated was the most important of all 
questions. It concerns every Honourable Member of this House, to 
whatever community or religion he might belong. I would therefore 
confine my remarks to this question. I would have finished after saying 
that, but for the provocation which my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
gave me which, however, I would not take it in that light. • 

There is no denial of the fact that the mosque was desecrated. 


The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I take strong exception to the state- 
ment that the mosque was desecrated. 

Kaulvi ICuhammad Shafee Daoodi: The Honourable the Home Member 
has so far admitted that some of the policemen entered the mosque with 
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their shoes on.' He has admitted that. He has further admitted that 
a few men were arrested in the mosque. So far it is admitted. We. have 
got information that those few men who were arrested were released soon 
after arrest. The further information that we have got— and I dp not 
doubt it at the present moment, — ^the further informat’on is that the 
door of the mosque was shut from inside and the police broke open the 
door. There are si^s of the door having been broken open. It is not a 
myth which I am saying, it is a fact, the broken doors are there. The 
police entered the mosque, there is no doubt about that. Now, of course, 
the fact whether they belaboured the men who were inside the mosque 
or not, that is not admitted by the Honourable the Home Member. Also, 
there was a student who was reading the Koran, whether he was disturbed 
at the time of reading the Koran or not, that is of course not admitted 
by the' Honourable the Home Member. But the very fact that the police 
entered the mosque in the way they did is a desecration, and I would ask 
the Honourable the Home Member to consider whether the police had 
any justification for that act. Now, as the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber has said -that the crowd was being dispersed and some of the men 
in the crowd fled towards that lane and some of them entered the mosque. 
God knows what had happened, but it appears that the police thought 
that some of the crowd liaH entered the mosque, and when they entered 
the mosque, they closed the door from inside. Now, I would ask the 
HonoTirable the Home Member to consider whether there was any neces- 
sity to follow the men and to pursue them inside the mosque. 

The jEConourable Sir James Orerar: Because stones and brickbats were 
beii^ thrown from the balcony on to the police below. 

MaMvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: The Honourable Member has 

already said that. I must say as regards the throwing of brickbats, that 
it is physically impossible to throw any brickbat from the mosque on to 
the people or the police who might be passing through that lane. 
Absolutely impossible. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Sin|^: Or even on the police in the main thorough- 
fare. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: It is to the interest of the polic'^ 
to show that brickbats were being thrown from the mosque. 

Mr. d. 0. Biswas: Supposing that brickbats were thrown from the 
mosque, would you not still justify the action of the police? 

• Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: I am dealing with facts. I say 
that brickbats could not have been thrown from the mosque. It is 
possible to believe that for one moment. Therefore it is a fact that 
requires an enquiry and investigation and I should think that Government 
would be well advised to enter into these questions and institute 
an enquiry by independent men. I would suggest you should take some 
of the Honourable Members of this Assembly and entrust them with the 
duty of seeing the mosque and enquiring into these facts. Unless the 
Government do that, I submit the feeling amongst the Muslims, would 
grow every day to a very dangerous extent. I am not in the liabit of 
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^bieatening; OoTemment; it is not in my way of doi^ things. I say 
what I feel. I find the whole country is. up against this act of sacrilege 
0-vte(r since it has been brought to the notice of the public. It is for the 
Oovemment to show what led to this entry into the mosque with shoes 
oa. : Of course, it is for the men to show that they were belaboured 
in; the mosque and that the student who was reading the Koran was 
obstructed in his study. It is for the people to show all that. But, facts 
must be brought to light by independent men. It would not do to ignore 
these facts. 

The next question is this, supposing some brickbats were thrown from, 
some portion of the mosque at the police — ^I am sure they cannot prove 
it — ^but supposing that to be the case, I should have thought that to 
enter a mosque, they should have hesitated a hundred times. Entering 
a mosque for the purpose alleged is a very serious matter. It is not 
said that anybody among the police was injured by the brickbats. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Superintendent of Police 

reports that on his arrival he saw n number of police who had received 
injuries and bruises. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Does he say that these brickbats 
injured some of the Police? 

The Honourable Sir James Creiar: He saw brickbats and stones lying 
about in the lane and a number of policemen who had received injuries. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: T^et us see whether they are 
correct or not. It is a question of fact. This is my first point. My 
second request is this. At once there should be standing orders issued 
throughout the country that no places of worship should be desecrated 
in the way they are alleged to have been desecrated. Immediate orders 
should be issued throughout the country that this should not be done. I 
hope the Honourable the Home Member will take my advice and see that 
it is done at once. In spite of provocation, unless that provocation leads 
to bloodshed, places like the mosque should not be desecrated ; they should 
always be respected. 


Then, my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh had something 
to say against me. I do not want to retort to him. He asked me to 
tell him what I thought about Mufti Eifayatiillah. I would only answer 
facts, but not jokes which my Honourable friend had been causing in 
this House, as they should be naturally ignored. When Mufti KifayaV* 
ullah is now in jail, I should not have spoken one word in regard to him. 
But my Honourable friend has put me a direct question, and I musf say 
what I feel on that. Sir, my friends should know that Mufti Eifayatullah 
has thrown in his lot with the Congress and is trying to drag the Muslim 
community in to support the Congress movement. 


lb. B.0 pas (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): What is wrong in 
that?^ 

Mt« Oa]rs Ptasad Si&gh: You were in the Congress once. 
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ibnlvi Mnhihmad Shafee Daoodi: I say that this is what he has 
done, and I do 'hot share his views <»i that questi^. - On. the oonirary; 
I- oppose him on that point. Mufti Kifayatullah may have found for that 
reasbn a strong advocate in my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Kngh, who is a great Mahasabhaite in India. If the Mufti Sahib has 
got any support, I do not grudge him that. But I am not going to 
say anything as to whether the Mufti Sahib was justified in taking the 
action he did or whether the police made excesses at the time of dispersing 
the assembly, because I have not made any inquiries on those points. 
I have confined myself only to the question of the mosque on which I 
feel very strongly, and confined myself to that alone. 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhanunadan Bural): 
Sir, I have always held very strong views about keeping law and order, 
£uid I have never supported nor will ever support any one who breaks 
the law, whatever may bo his position in society and whether he be a 
religious head or a political head or without any head at all. 


Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: AVhat will you do about people who break 
heads? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: That is the position, Sir. If the law 
was broken by any one or a procession was taken out by any one in con- 
travention of the law. — ^whether the law be good or bad, — ^that man will 
never find any support from me. But here tw’O questions have been mixed 
up. The real motion of adjournment was intended to bring to the notice 
of Government the happenings in the mosque, and Mr. Maswood Ahmad 
incidentally referred to the question of the procession, and I think .... 


lb. K. 0. Heogy (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Ho 
referred also to police excesses. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: About that point I do not want to say 
anything or to test it or to discuss it. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: It is not safe to do so. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Kh a n : I do not see eye to eye wi.th 

Mr. Maswood Ahmad when he says that the procession which was going 
to hold a meeting in Queen’s Garden was peaceful as he describes it. 
Or that it retained its peacefulness till the last. But the point which I 
have in mind — and it was ignored by Mr. Maswood A^ad and also by 
the Honourable the Home Member — is whether it should or should not be 
allowed to the police force to enter any place of worship in the manner 
they did in this case. Whatever might have been the report of the 
Senior Superintendent of Police or of the City Magistrate, the photographs 
which we have seen just now belie those reports; and I find from the 
photbgraphs that the earthen pots which are used in the mosque fo:* 
ablutibn purposes are littered all over the floor in a broken conditioil. No 
explanation has been given as to how they were broken. If the police 
entry into the mosque was peaceful as alleged by the Senior Superin- 
tendent and the City Magistrate, I fail to see how these things could have 
been broken and scattered all ovOr the floor. How was it possible for the 
lanterns to have been broken and damaged as I saw in a photograph just 
now? 
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Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Might have been done by the men m the mosque? 


Mr.’ Muhammad Yajnin lOiaii: The men in the mosque t^uld He the 
last persons to do any damage to the property of the mosque. No true 
Mussalman would ever do it even for exhibiting a photograph and accusing 
other people. I do not believe that a Hindu or somebody else would have 
thrown these things or that Mussalmans Brought these things from outside. 
Here in this photograph we find that the lanterns are hanging with broken 
glasses and the earthen pots used for washing purposes are broken and 
scattered all over the floor. That shows that the police entry was not as 
peaceful as has been alleged in the police report. They have minimised 
the guilt of their subordinate officers, and I cannot attach any value to 
such a report. However, Sir, I think it will add to the prestige of Govern- 
ment to come forward and make a full inquiry in a matter like this. It is 
a very serious affair, and whoever commits such an act of desecration, — 
whether he be a Government servant and however highly placed he might 
be — deserves to be dealt with properly. I think the prestige of Govern- 
ment will rise if they do not allow any wrong done by their officers to escape 
their attention. I am a strict disciplinarian and would never permit a 
serious act like this to bo minimised. In the eyes of all peaceful citizens 
who have respect for law and order those officials who break the law are 
equally to be condemned as those w'ho violate it. From the evidence 
which we have got, it is clear that the entry into the mosque was not as 
peaceful as they want to make out, and the only proper remedy is that 
Government should rise to the occasion and make an independent inquiry 
instead of trusting the superior officers of those people who were really 
concerned in the affair. They should have a committee of unbiased 
people who will place before Government the facts in their true light. 
And if it is found that these people have done something which brings 
the Government into ridicule, these persons should be dealt with properly; 
and this will raise the Government in the eyes of all law-abiding citizens. 
This excuse that the men did not know that it was a mosque is absurd. 
He could have seen from the gate that it was a mosque. When a man 
enters a mosque ho must know that the floor is of a mosque ; he knows 
that there is a raised pulpit. Can my Honourable friend the Home Member 
say that if a Christian goes to a church and sees the pulpit and other 
things he does not know that it is a church? Nothing of the kind. No 
Muslim can make a mistaJee about this. 


Another matter is the reason for the ladder being shown in the photo- 
graph because he went up to the balcony by means of it. If a man says 
when he comes to the Assembly, “I want to go to the Pr^s Gallm^ and 
I will do so by putting up a ladder from the floor of the House, because 
T understand the entrance to the House is from the lobbies”, can any one 
believe him? It is an absurd idea. Government will never mcrease 
their reputation by this kind of reports: they will only lower thems^ea 
and their officials in the eyes of people who have been supporting tTO, 
Tf thov find that Government are going on wTong versions, it will ^ng 
discredit on the reports which come to them from time to time m 
different quflrters in Tndin. So T think Government will be perfectly 
justified, and thev will add to their prestiRe if they do not i^ore this 
thing which has happened at a very short distance from here, biij to make 
an impartial and full inquiry into this matter and not to let this feeli^ 
grow or a suspicion lurk that Government do not care for the religion of 
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the people E^ioH is very near their Koart. With these words I support the 
motion 6nly*so far. / ' 

Vi. W. A. Oosgrave (Assam Nbminated Official) : Mr. President, 
although I have been a MemhiSr 0 f"thi^ Honourable House off and on for 
seven years I have not had the privnege yet of addressing the House 
since you have become President. 1 therefore take this opportunity, 
when speaking perhaps in the last session that I will be in this House, 
of thanking you for giving me an opportunity of speaking in this important 
debate. 

I fully realise the sincerity with which some Members in this House 
have taken up this subject. I refer particularly to my Honourable friend,r 
Maulvi Shafee Daoodi and the Honourable Mover, Mr. Maswood Ahmad.* 
I realise that in this case they do feel most seriously that their religious 
places have suffered some harm, and I only wish that the same high 
standard had been kept up by speakers on all sides of the House. When 
I heard the speech of the amateur detective who comes from Bihar and 
Orissa, — ^my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, — I do not know 
how he managed to disguise himself so well as a sleuth that he escaped 
the notice of the Police — ^but when I heard his speech, I was really sorry 
that the leyel of the debate had been somewhat lowered from what it had 
been at first. 

Now, my Honourable friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, has made it perfectly 
clear, and I think other Members in the centre of the House have also 
made it perfectly clear, that they, unlike some of the gentlemen on the 
opposite Benches, have no quarrel as regards the action of the police taken 
in dispersing a procession which was declared unlawful, not by the Sub- 
Inspector of Police, but by the City Magistrate; and the issue has been 
narrowed down, I think, perfectly fairly by my friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, 
to the incident in the mosque. I for one have got the very greatest respect 
for all religious places, and I take off my shoes on entering a mosque, 
just as I know my friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, will take off his topee when 
be comes, if he ever comes, with me to a church. 

As it seems to me that this House has rather lost its sense of pro- 
portion in dealing with this ease, I may perhaps be allowed to draw atten- 
tion again to the statement of the actual occurrence which has been so 
lucidly put forward by the Honourable the Home Member. The police in 
dispersing a procession had been attacked by rioters who ran down a narrow 
Jane and two constables had been stabbed, one seriously injured — and a case 
under section 307 of the I. P. C. to which I do not want to refer is 
pending against the man who stabbed the two constables : the polict! 
naturally had to clear the narrow lane. They went down to this place 
called Kucha Eahman to clear the narrow lane. I submit that if the police, 
^whep clearing a narrow lane, saw stones being thrown from a balcony or 
-gallery above a narrow lane, or what we call a cul de sac, if the police saw 
^temes being thrown from that balcony . . • • • 

lEr. K. 0. Veogy: Tf. 

Vt. W. A. Ooqprave: I say ‘Mf” — know my friend, Mr. Neogy, 
well" and I know he is always fishing in troubled waters . . • « 
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Heogy:. That.is what you do, the whole Ipt of yoiL 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: When 1 say “if” I admit that I am accepting 
;he report : 1 will deal later on with the question as to whether 

iiore attention or value should be attached to the report of the very com- 
jcteut and very experienced officer who is at present the Deputy Commis- 
doner of Delhi and wlio will shortly become its Chief Commissioner, as we 
ire all very glad to note, or wliether more attention ought to bo paid to 
hat iiews()aper wliich 1 sometimes read with my breakfast — the Hindustan 
rimes. To go back to my argument, I say, assuming as correct — and I 
nr one Jiceept it as correct — the report of Mr. Johnson, the Deputy Com- 
nissioner based on the report of a perfectly indi*pimdent European Senior 
'Liperiutendeiit of Police wIkj had an experienced Muhammadan Deputy 
'^uiierintendont of Police with him. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: May 1 ask whether Mr. Johnson made 
aquirics himself j)ersonally ? 

Mr. W. A. Cosgrave: Mr. Johns<;n wrote the re))Ort which has been 
juoted by tile ironourahle the ITome 'Nrernber. I say that after the police 
ri that narrow lajie had two < J their men stabbed, if they had stones thrown 
)n them, 1 snggt'si they were quite justified in trying to clear the balcony 
Vom whiidi the stones had been thrown. T have seen these pictures and 
wish that niy friend Manlvi Sayyj«l Miirtn/.a Sahih liad laid his cards or 
•atli(‘r his photographs on the*, tabhj a little earlier, because then we could 
lave seen how many stair cases or how many steps there are up to the 
Kileony or gallery: ac(*ordiii7 to thr photograph as 1 saw it in a very eursory 
Manner craning my neck over the necks of two other gentlemen, there was 
ally one stair ease up tr> tin* galliTv which is ajiparontlv the balcony from 
►vliieh tlu‘ stones were thrown. 

An Honourable Member: Were any thrown? 

Mr. W. A. Cosgrave; Tliere again I accept the report of the District 
Magistrate : T think it is quite clear 

Khan Bahadur H. M, Wilayatullah : Is it stated anywhere in the 
opoii; that entry into the mosque was unavoidahlo and absolutely neees- 
iary in tlu‘ circuiristanees ? The men arrested were released immediately 
ly the police. 

Mr. W. A. Cosgrave; T think. that it is clear from the photograph that 
t was the only approach to the hnleony. Naturally when the police were 
d tacked .fhoy were liound to go the shortest and quickest way to get to 
lie gallery from which they had been stoned, and T think that they wepe 
ustified in going there. Tt may he that the constables ran ahead of the 
Mih-Tnspoetor. Dut T think that thev. had every justification in going up 
o clear the gallory. and I for one cannot believe that there was any delibe- 
•itc intention to desecrate the sacred building. Hero I address myself 
larticiilarly to my friend, .“Mr. Yamin Khan, who is an old friend of mine, — 
‘ have known him for the- last 7 yi'ars, and he is a barrister of experience. 
Hear, hear! from the Nationalist Denches) — T am not addfejssing myself 

the sympathisers of tin* Congress on the opposite Henchos ..... 
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Mr. PrBSi^ent (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahim^oola) Srh^ Hoiaour. 
able Member has to address his observations to the. Chair. 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: The point I wanted to put was this. My fri.end 
Mr. Yamin Khan put his case extremely well and moderately but I would 
like to put this point. Supposing there was a balcony above the mosque 
and a bomb was thrown from that balcony or a pistol was fired from that 
balcony, — believe and I hope that pistols are never fired from mosques, — 
would not the police have been just^ed in going into the mosque to arrest 
the culprits? All that lias really emanated after all this thunder is, as 
far as 1 can see from this report, that the constables in the heat of the 
moment ran ahead of their superior officer, — and mind you, some of them 
were Muhammadans, — and ran into the mosque. Now, Sir, I thoroughly 
share all this respect for religious feelings, but I do think that some allow- 
ance must be made for constables who were being attacked with stones, 
especially just after two of them had been stabbed with knives, and I do 
think, — I know, Sir, I am addressing the whole House, but if I may say 
so I think my words may appeal more to the Members in the Centre of 
the House than to some of the Members sitting on the opposite Benches, — 
I do think that this is not a matter for censure of Government as a whole, 
and I hope that this Honourable House will not see any reason to adjourn 
as a mark of censure considering the difficult situation with which the 
Delhi police and the Delhi Magistrates have had to deal during the last 
week end. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 


Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, I will say just a few words about this matter. It was 
difficult for me to follow the last speaker. Whether he considers the 
occurrence as a serious one or not, I do not know exactly what his view 
is or the view of the Government. There can bo no doubt whatever that 
this occurrence has aroused a very great deal of feeling in the community: 
in fact, I might say it has caused excitement and a great deal of unrest 
among the Muslims of this city, and I am afraid that this feeling will 
be reflected throughout the country. The view I take about this incident 
is that it is a natural consequence of the enforcement of the Ordinances 
and of the way in which they are being worked. Now, for instance. 
Mufti Kifayatullah is a very well known man, and he is certainly reganled 
as a religious head of the Muhammadan community throughout Tndis 
(Applause). He is held in the very highest esteem and respect, and I 
am sure, whatever explanation Government may give about his arrest, the 
arrest of a man like Mufti Kifayatullah, will be resented very bitterly by 
Sfuhammadans throughout India. The Jamiat-i-Ulema, of which he is 
the President, is a body of theologeans who are held in the highest respect 
by the community and whose advice is implicitly followed in all religions 
matters by the Mussalmans. I should like the Honourable the Home 
Member to consider whether the arrest of a man like that is not an event 
which is bound to excite very serious feelings in the Muhammadan com- 
munity? Was it inevitable? This gentleman had gone to preside over a 
meeting. Whether he was actually proposed to the Chair or not, I 
not know, but he had not certainlyl delivered any speech nor did any other 
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member make a speech. I should have thought that under the circum- 
stances the least that the police could have done was not to take action 
until something had been said by a man of Mufti Kifayatullah’s position 
to justify the police in arresting him. Some of the processionists might 
have shouted slogans of an undesirable, character, but Mufti KifayatuUah 
did not do so. Surely before the police arrested a man of his standing 
and position, they ought to have waited and seen what he was going to 
do. Supposing any Honourable Member of this House holding a position 
similar to anything like the position which Mufti KifayatuUah holds 
wanted to speak on the subject whether the North-West Frontier Ordi- 
nances were justified or not, is he liable to be arrested before he says any- 
thing which can come within the purview of the Ordinances or the ordinary 
law? Surely not. As regards the desecration of the mosque, it may be 
that desecration was not intended, but the facts do amount to desecration 
in the opinion of the Mussalmans who are concerned. Now, supposing 
some brickbats were thrown from the balcony, even then the duty of the 
police, unless they lost their heads, was to ask the men in charge of the 
mosque to stop the men inside from throwing brickbats and to see that 
they did not throw brickbats. That is the least they could have done before 
entering the mosque and assaulting the people inside the mosque. Conduct 
like this on the part of the police is bound lo be resented by the community, 
and I therefore think that the least the Government can do in a matter 
like this, when some of the facts are disputed, is to institute an impartial 
inquiry. If they do that, and if the facts that may be elicited support 
the Government version, we\l and good, otherwise Government ought 
to take action against the officers cx)ncemed in this affair. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put, Sir. 

Mr. President: T accept the closure. 

The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was julopted. 


The Honourable Sir James Grerar: Sir, I think that generally speak- 
ing I may say that the remarks of the Honourable gentleman behind me • 
lo the effect that during the greater part of the debate the action of the 
police in dispersing the unlawful assembly has not been challenged and 
that the greater part of the debate concentrated upon the question of the 
mosque. The only subsequent speech which would tend to alter that general 
view is that of the Honourable and learned gentleman w’ho has just resumed 
his seat. He referred to w'hat he regarded as the impropriety on the part 
of the executive authorities of Delhi in arresting Mufti KifayatuUah before 
he. had given any indication of the nature of the speech which he was 
about to make. I should like to say that on the day on which these 
occurrences took place Mufti KifayatuUah did make a very strong and a 
very violent speech attacking the Government, and subsequently the be- 
haviour of the procession which he headed on the way to. the Queen's 
Garden was certainly of such a character that it could not be regarded 
as a peaceful procession. It was duly warned by the City Magistrate be- 
fore the police took action. Therefore, I do not thmk that there is any 
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grouud for suggesting that the action of the police was illegal or had any- 
thing whatever to do with the Ordinances. Action was taken under the 
ordinary law, the Criiuiiial l^rocodiire Oode. i say, therefore, that, so far 
as that incident is concerned, there is no ground lor the contention that 
the action was precipitate or unjustified. 

I will pass very hrielly to the question relating to the mosque. With 
regard to that, Honourable I\leiiil>crs I tliink have been impressed by what 
was said by my Honourable friend Mr. Cosgrave witJi the executive ex- 
perience that iie possesses. It should be very cari'fully considered by the 
House ill dealing with disorders of ibis kind tlie police have a specially 
difiiciiit task when they have to enter narrow and confined lanes in order to 
check them with tlu;' utmost promptitiule. Let me remind the House 
that, because the pohee were not abli* to do that with suflicicnt rapidity, 
only a year ago a very grave tragedy took place in another city in upper 
India. 'My point is that, wlien the police have to enter these narrow 
Janes, one of the gjcatest dangers to which they can possil)lv be exposed is 
that of missiles, brickbats, etc., thrown from above causing them serious 
injury’, and sometimes even causing death — tliat is one oi the greatest 
dangers to which they ire exposi'd, and they cannot perform th»i duty 
or discharge the orders ^hat ;uv given to them until jHiints oi attack of 
that kind are cleared. And that. I think, was the unfortunati* duty whi(*ji 
fell upon the police in this case. 

The Honourable and learned gentleman askofl me whether Govern- 
ment considered this a serious inatier. Most certainly Government con- 
sidered it a serious mailer. considered it a S(‘nou.‘^' mattca* that the 

police should have to dispors(‘ an unlawful assembly at all. They con- 
sidered it a very serious matter (bat action bad to be taken, — spci'dy, 
rapid, and if necessary , somewhat drastic action, — in order to prevent 
such an extension of disorder as might have involved the city of Delhi in 
a great calamity. I quite agree that the matter was very serious, and 1 
sympathise myself very mueh indeed witl) the great concern which lias 
been expressed on this subject by Honourable Members in the Centre 
Benches. (An lioyinnrahlr Sfrmhrr: “That is only lip sympathy.'^) But 
when I have to weigh the jictiial record of the <)ccairrences, when I have 
to weigh the deliberate report of an oflicer of the experience and of the 
integrity of the present Senior Superintendent of Police, T am bound to 
give a greater degree of credit to the report of .such a responsible officer 
than I can possibly give to a newspaper report, the authority of which 
is entirely unknown, rhereforo, T am bound to hold, altliough the police 
officers in this case unfortunately had to* enter this mosque, in view of 
the fact that, the greater part of this police' parly wen? themselves Mus- 
salmans and were under the direction of Mussalmari officers, T cannoi 
beBovc that any'thing wa.s done in the wav of deliberate and wanton 
damage, still less of desecration. I shall (consider the views which have 
been expressed by my HonourMhlo friend Mr. Slinfee Daoodi in careful 
consultation with the Chief Commissioner, and T shall consider in cori' 
sultation with him whether any further action is necessary in this matter. 
But 1 am bound to adhere to the views which T have alroadv expressed, 
and if T am asked to compare the credit of a responsible ‘report of a 
responsible officer, which has been communicated to me through the* 
higher officers of the Adrninistr.ation, with tliat of a newspaper report, I 
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am bound to accept the former in preference to an irresponsible report in 
the Press. Therefore, 1 ask the House to affirm that, in the unhappy, 
difficult and dangerous situation with which the Delhi authorities had to 
deal in the last two or three days, they have acted well in the discharge 
of their duty, and that being so, I submit that they are entitled to the 
confidence and the support of this House. (Applause.) 


Mr. President: The question which I have to put is: 

*‘That the House do now adjourn'*. 

The Assembly divided: 

(As the Division results were about to be announced, an Honourable 
Member came to the Secretary’s table asking for permission to record his 
vote.) 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : It is a very 
important matter on which the House would like to have the considered 
ruling of the Chair, as to whether a Member who had not passed through 
the lobby at the prop(3r time is entitled to vote? 

Hr. D.. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury: On a point of information. It was the 
custom of the House that votes were counted before declaration in your 
predecessor’s time 

Mr. President (The Honoiirable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Chair 
wishes to follow at present the precedent which was laid down before, 
namely, that votes arc accepted at the table, but the Chair wishes to 
make it clear that it reserves to itself the power to reconsider the matter 
in all its aspects before giving its considered ruling. On the present 
occasion following past practice, it allow^s the votes to be recorded. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhu^’y, Mr. 

Abdur Rahim, «Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Anwar-iil-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Daa, Mr. B. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Ohuynavi, Mr. A. H. 

^our. Sir Hari Sinnh. 

Guiijal, Mr. N. R. 

Ibrahim Ali, Khan, Lt. Nawab 

Muhammad. 

Ishwarsingji. Nawnb Nabarsingji. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajeo. 
Ismail Khan, Hoji Chaudhiiry 

Muhammad. 

Tsra, Chaudhri, 

Jehangir. Sir Cowasji. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Krishnamachariar, R-aja Bahadur G. 
Lahiri Chandhury, Mr. D. K. 
hihdhar rhandhury. Soth. 


AYES— 47. 

M^wood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Mody, Mr. II. P. 

Miiiishi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Sahob Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Noogy, Mr. K. C. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 

Sadiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Harbilas. 
Shafee Daoodi, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. ^ 

Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Suhrawardy. Sir Abdullah. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Sahel) Bahadur, Mr. 
Wajihuddin. Khim Bahadur Haji. 
Wilayatullah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Vnmin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Zf and din *Abmad, Dr. 
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Acott,..Kr. A. S. V, . . 

^Ahmed NaiVai Khan, Major N.n\vab. 
Allah- Baksh Khan TiWana, Khan 
. Bahadur Malik. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgranii, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Brown, Mr. R. R. 

Clow, Mr A. G. 

Cocko, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Grerar, Tho Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dumasia, Mr. N. M. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry. 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W. 

JTeathfole. Mr. L. V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
: Sardar. 

Lai Chand, Hony. Captain Rao 
Bahadur Ghaudhri. 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till 
the 16th March, 1932. 


Macqueen, Mr. T. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Paiidii, Hao Bahadur S. R. 

Puri, Mr. Goswami M. R. 

Raghiibir Singh, Kunwar. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. 0. 

Kama Kiio, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rail, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr.* Ihiin Pra.«had Narayan. < 
Sarma, Mr. 11. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Seaman. Mr. C. K. 

Sher Muhammad Khail Gakhar, 
Cajdain. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Wood, Sir Edgar. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Rate.s for CoMMoy Labour ix the Delhi Province. 

791. *Mr. E. F. Sykes: (a) Will Government please say what rates 
are being paid for common labour in the various Government Departments 
and Municipal bodies in the Delhi Province? 

(6) If Government liavc any information as to the rates paid by 
private employers, will they be good enough to give them? 

Mr. A. Q. Glow: (a) and (b). I presume that the Honoui*able Member 
means by common labour unskilled labour. An endeavour will be made 
to ascertain the level of earnings for such labour on building work for 
Government and private employees. If reliable figures can be secured, 
the/j will be placed on the table. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: May I ask the Honourable Member if he means to 
say that ho does not know what is being paid at the present moment ? 

Mr. A. O. Glow: Not by private employers, certainly. Sir. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: May I ask how long he will take to ascertain this? 

Mr. A. O. Glow: I hope it will not take very long. 


t792— 800. 

Disreoard of the Cnmn Marriage Restraint Act. 

801. *Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government plens? 
state if they arc aivare that the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929 stands 
only in name on the Statute Book and is being utterly disregarded in 
practice ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, they or • 
the various provincial Governments to their knowledge have taken for the 
strict enforcement of the above Act? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) be in the negative, will Government please 
state what measures they now propose td adopt in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the reply I gave in this House to parts (6), (c) and (d) of starred 
question No. 72 on the 9th September, 1931, on the same subject. 

tThese questions were included in the list of questions on the 14th March, 1932. 
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Numbbb of Convictions under the Child Mabbiaqb Bbstbaint AcTi 

802. ‘Lala Ramesihwar Prasad Bagla: Will Government please state, 
after enquiring from the various local Governments, the total numb» oi 
convictions made in their respective provinces on account of disobedience 
of the Child Marriage Eestraint Act? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 34, according to the information 
available. 

Cost of British and Indian Soldiers and Officers in India. 

803. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government kindly 
inform’ the House of the approximate expenditure incurred on the main- 
tenance of the British troops in India? 

(b) Will Government please state the starting salary of an Indian 
soldier and also that of a British soldier? 

(c) Will Government please also state the highest salary at present 
drawn by an Indian military officer and also by a British oflacer? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) About Rs. 13 croros a year. 

(b) The minimum pay of an Indian Depoy is Bs. 16 a month; that of 
a British private Bs. 1/8/- a day. 

(c) The most liighly paid combatant Indian King’s Commissioned 
officer so far is drawing Bs 975 a month, less a temporary cut of lO^per 
cent. The most highly paid Briti&h officer is His Excellency the Coni- 
mander-in-Chief, whose salary is Ba. 1 lakli a year, less a temporary cut 
of 16 per cent. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am sorry I could not catch the Honourable 
Member’s answer : what is the pay of the Indian soldier and of the British 
soldier per month? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Bs. 16 a month, and Bs. 1/8/0 a day, respectively. 

Betrenchment in Military Expenditure. 

804. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government ]deas»' 
state the total number of representations received by them urging the 
necessity of making drastic retrenchment in the military expenditure? 

(6) What response do Government propose to make to the above re- 
presentations and when? 

• Mr. O. M. Young: (a) T am afraid that no count has been kept of such 
representations. 

(b) Government have alreadv responded. A memorandum showin" 
the latest T.Hluctions in full was" eireulated to Honourable Members on the 
7th March. 

/ 

Censorship of Foreign Newspaper Correspondents in India. 

0. Neogy: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
the speeches deeverd by the Bight Honourable Sir Samuel Hoare in <hc 
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British House of Commons on the 29th February last in the course of the 
debate on the India Office estimates were based on facts supplied by the 
Government of India? 

(b) If so. will Government refer to his statement that “no check to-day 
was placed on any foreign newspaper correspondent in India in sending 
news to his country or any part of Europe and say whether the restric- 
tions regarding censorship to which Indian newspapers and Indian news 
agencies arc subject do not apply to foreign newspaper correspondents? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The Secretary of State is kept 
fully informed by the Government of India of all important matters and the 
Honourable Member may assume that the spceehen^ referred to were made 
in the light of information in his possession. 

(h) There is no censorship or interference with messages addressed to 
reputable newspapers or Press agencies outside India. 

Mr. Glaya Prasad Singh: May I know if Indian newspapers are subjected 
to a greater resftrietion in the matter of sending telegrams than English 
newspapers in this country? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I think there is a difference between 
the publication of a possibly alarmist or false report in Cawnporo, where it 
might immediately lead to disorder, and the publication of the same report 
in. say Carrickfergus where it would be innocuous. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Do I take it that the Indian correspondent is 
placed on the same footing as the European correspondent in this country 
in the matter of sending telegrams# to newspapers in foreign countries? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: That, I believe, is so. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Do I take it that nothing depends upon the national- 
ity nf file correspondent but that everything depends upon the destination 
of the telegram? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: And the responsibility of the new<?* 
agency or correspondent. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: The Secretary of State is reported to have, 
said — vide clause (b) of the question that “No chock to-day was placed on 
any foreign newspaj^cr correspondent in India in spending news to his 
country or any part of Europe”. Is there any particular point in the 
phrase “foreign newspaper correspondent”. Would any national of this 
country bo ]daced in the same position? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: T think this particular observation 
was intended to refer to correspondents of newspapers out of India. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Do I take it that the Indian correspondent of a 
foreign newspaper is in the same ]iOF«ition as the foreign correspondent of a 
foreign nt»ws])apcr working in India? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Yes, I think that is so. 
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Diwan Bahadur HarbUas Sarda: Do the words “to his country or any 
part of Europe*' exclude America? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Geographically, Sir, I think they 
cannot. 

Inconvenient Timings of Trains at Aligarh. 

806. *tor. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Haji Chaudhury Muhammad 
Ismail Khan) : (a) Is it a fact that for the last four or five years, the 
16 Down East Indian Eailway express used to give connection to the Agra- 
Bareilly Past^enger, No. 69 Up, at Aligarh? 

Ob) Is it also a fact that with effect from March 1st, 1932, this 16 
Doum express reaches Aligarh only a few minutes after the departure 
of this Agra -Bareilly passenger ? 

(ic) Do Government know that it was the only convenient train for 
third class passengers specially who wanted to travel in the^ evening froin 
Delhi to Bareilly? If so, what special necessity arose to discontinue this 
arrangement ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of bringing this 
matter to the notice of the Agent, East Indian Railway, with a view to 
removing this new inconvenience to the travelling public at an early date? 

Idr. P, B. Rau: (a) Prior to 1st March 1932, 16 Down was timed to 
pass through Aligarh before the arrival of 69 Up at that station. I have, 
however, not been able to verify how long this arrangement was in force, 
but am prepared to accept the Honourable Member’s statement on this 
point. 

(h) Yes. 16 Down arrives at Aligarh 15 minutes after the departure 
of 69 Up. ^ 

(c) According to the East Indian Railway Time Table in force from 1st 
]\larch, 1982, a train leaves Delhi at 18-15 by which passengers can travel 
via Moradabad arriving at Bareilly at 3-19. Government are not aware of 
the reasons for the changes in the timings of 16 Down and 69 Up. 

(d) I wdl s#end the Agent, East Indian Eailway, a copy of the Honour- 
able Member’s question and of this answer for such action as he may 
consider necessary. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Why are the Commercial Managers changing 
the timings so often, to the great inconvenience of the public? Is it not- 
due to the fact that they have nothing else to do? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: I hope not. Sir. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the meaning of negation? Do they not 

change the timings for no cogent reasons but simplv to while awav their 
tftne? 


present I believe the railways are alwavs considering 
the possibility of reducing the number of trains owing to the "fall in traffic. 

Ahmad: But you do not reduce the number of trains by 
changing the timir^s 10 minutes forward or backward? 
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Mr. P. B. Bau: If you alter the number of trains, you have necess^irily 
to alter the timings also. 

Peomotion of Certain Town Inspectors of Post Offices. 

807. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (on behalf of Mr. Uppi Saheb 
Bahadur) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the posts of Town Inspectors attached to first class Head Post OfiBces 
in India which were time-scale appointments were converted into lower 
selection grade posts in 1927, and the then existing incumbents of the said 
posts were promoted to selection grade in preference to their seniors? 

(b) Will Government be also pleased to state whether it is under con- 
templation to reconvert these posts into time-scale posts? If so, what 
are the reasons for it and will fhe existing incumbents, who were specially 
promoted for their qualifications as Town Inspectors, be allowed to remain 
in selection grade in other vacancies or revert to time-scale? 

(c) If they will not be reverted, will Government kindly state the reasons 
for it? 

Mr, T, Byan: (a) The facts as stated are substantially connect. 

(b) This is one of the items of possible economies awaiting fui-ther 
investigation as sAiggested by the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment Sub- 
Committee, and Government are not in a position to anticipate their 
future line of action. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Claims of Indian Holders of Rouble Notes. 

I 

808. *Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) With reference to the answer 
given by Government to my question No. 1234, dated the 7th November, 
1931, regarding the claims of Indian holders of rouble notes, will Govern- 
ment kindly inform the House if they are in a position to state whether 
the claims of such holders of notes have been referred to the Anglo- 
Asiatic Debts and Claims Committee sitting in London and if the same 
have been admitted? 

(6) Are Government aware that considerable hardship has been caused 
to a large number of Central Asian traders in British India who had their 
funds locked up in these notes and have been patiently waiting for the 
settlement of these claims ever since 1917? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) The claims were so refen*ed, but the nogotia- 
tions have proved abortive. 

(b) Government are aware that there may have been hardship in indi- 
yidual inptancea but can suggest no remedy. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Do I take it that this is now a closed 
chapter, and that there is no possibility of any relief being given? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: The negotiations may of course be resumed at 
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Number of Persons discharged from the Office of the Controller 
OF Military Accounts, Lahore. 

809. •Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Will Government kindly inform 
the House of the numBer of persons recently discharged from the office of 
the Controller of Military Accounts, Lahore? 

(6) What are the principles on which such discharges have taken place? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) It is presumed that the Hon- 
ourable Member refers to the individuals who have been served with 
notices of discharge under the Ketrenchment terms. If so, the number 
of those selected for compulsory retirement is 33, and of those who have 
volunteered for retirement is 21. 

(b) Since the establishment of the Military Accounts Department is on 
an all-India list, the final selection was made on an all-India basis. To 
provide the material for this, Selection Boards were constituted in every 
Military Accoimts office, and these Boards w'ere required to submit classi- 
fied lists of personnel with details as to age, length of service, community, 
etc. Prom these classified lists the final selection was made, following the 
general principle&i laid down by Government for the selection of personnel 
for retirement. In accordance with those principles, retrenchment was 
carried out in the following order: 

(a) by the acceptance of voluntary resignations or retirements ; 

(b) by the compulsory retirement of those classified as« persons 

" whose work was so consistently unsatisfactory that their 
retention, while others were discharged, would be unjustifi- 
able; 

(c) by the discharge of selected men with 25 or more years* service 

or le»s than 10 years’ service. 

In the application of these principles the condition laid down by Gov- 
ernment regarding communal proportions has been fulfilled : that is. on 
an all-Indi i baws, the ratio between the various communities represented 
by their numbers as they stood before retrenchment has been maintained 
to the nearest practicable figure. 

Employees of the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

810. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. B. N. Misra) : Will Government 
be pleased to state the number of employees in the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
drawing a salary of (a) Es. 500 and above, (b) Es. 50 to 499, and (c) Es. 49 
and below ? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: The information available will be found in Appendix F 
of Vol. I and Appendix C of Vol. II of the Report by the Railway Board 
on Indian Railways for 1930-31, copies of which arc in the Librarv of the 
House. 

Passes issued during Holidays on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

811. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. B N. Misra) : (a) Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the number of passes issued bv the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway in 1931 : 

(i) during the Durga Puja holidays, 

(ii) during the Christmas holidavn nnd 
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(iii) during the whole year 1931 besides the above mentioned occa- 
.sions? 

(6) If Government have no information, are they prepared to enquire 
and lay the information on the table of the House? 

Mr. P. K. Ban: (a) Government have no information. 

(b) The compilation of the information asked for would involve a very 
considerable amount of labour disproportionate to any use to which it could 
be put, and I regret, therefore, that I am unable to agree to obtain these 
particulars. 


Fees oharqed fbom Visitors to Steamers. 

812. ^Mr, S. O. Jog : (a) Is it a fact that Government have authorized 
the various shipping companies to recover a fee of Rs. 3 per permit to 
allow visitors on board a steamer? 

(b) If so, is the authority given to all companies or only to a few? 

(c) If only to a few, will Government please state to which companies 
the authority is given? 

(d) Is it a fact that such authority is given to companies on the 
understanding that such collections should be used for charitable pur- 
poses ? 

(e) Will Government state the amounts recovered by the companies 
during the last two years? 

(/) Will Government state how these collections have been utilized by 
these companies? 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Bainy: The Government of India are not in 
possession of complete information on the subject. Enquiries are being 
made from Local Governments, and on receipt of the information a reply 
will be laid on the table of tbe House. 

Names of Roads in New Delhi. 

813. *Mr. S. G. Jog: (a) Is it a fact that the different names given 
to different roads in New Delhi were given in consultation with somebody 
or any committee appointed for the said purpose? 

(b) If so, will Government please state the name of that body or 
committee or department whatever that may be? 

(c) Is that body or committee still functioning? 

(d) If not, will Government please state which body at present is 
dealing with this matter, that is the naming of roads and associating 
them with some important personages of the past or present? 

Mr. A. G. Glow: (a) and (b). An informal Committee consisting of 
the Chief Commissioner, the Chief Engineer, the Superintending Engineer 
and the Consulting Architects went into the matter and made various 
suggestions in 1910. Those were adopted witli minor alterations by the 
New Capital Committee at their meeting on the 24th December, 1919,. 
and given effect to. 

(c) No. 
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(d) The Government of India, in consultation with the Chief Commis- 
sioner, Delhi, and the Chief Engineer, Central Public Works Department, 
without prejudice to the rights of the New Delhi^ Municipal Committee in 
this matter, imder section 179 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

Rbittsal to exhibit certain Jewellery at Mohenjodabo. 

814. *Mr. E. P. Thsmpan (on behalf of Mr. Lalchand Navalrai): (a) 
With rkerence to the answers of Sir Frank Noyce to parts (d) and (e) of my 
starred question No. 58, given on the 26th January, 1932, in which it was 
stated that “There is no ground for the suggestion that there has been 
differential treatment between Indians and Europeans” in the matter of 
exhibiting the jewellery to visitors at Mohenjodaro, has the attention of 
Government been drawn to a signed article by Mr. A. S. Iyengar published 
in the Hindustan Times of 22nd and 24th February, 1932, under the head- 
ing “The Message of Mohenjodaro”? 

(6) What steps have Government , taken on the complaint of the 
writer that although Mr. Mackay, the officer in charge of explorations 
at Mohenjodaro, protested innocence as to the charge of racial discrimi- 
nation contained in my question, he refused to exhibit the jewellery 
even when Mr. A. S. Iyengar made a specific request therefor to him? 
If not, why has no action been taken? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if on this occasion when the 
jewellery was refused to be shown to Mr. Iyengar, the key of the safe 
was available or not? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Yes. 

(b) As no definite instructions had at that time been issued in regard 
to the exhibition of jewellerj- to visitors to Mohenjodaro and, as Mr. 
Iyengar did not press the point, the jewellery was not shown to him. 
Instructions have however since been issued that the jewellery should be 
shown to any visitors or students of archreology who are genuinely in- 
terested in it. It has also been impressed upon the staff attached, to the 
Museum and excavations that every courtesy should be shown to visitors. 

(c) Tht kej' of the safe containing the jewellery was available. 


Accox;nt.s of Di.scovbbies at Mohen.todaro. 


815. *Mr. K. P. niampan (on behalf of Mr. Lalchand Navalrai) : (a) Has 
the complete collection of writings on the Mohenjodaro discoveries by Sir 
John Marshall arrived in India and are any of the now volumes available 
in the Library of the House? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cost of each new volume is over Rs. 1607 

(c) Do Government propose to take up the suggestion of Mr. A. S. 
Iyengar that accounts^ of excavations and discoveries together with photo- 
graphs be published in popular language in English and in principal 
vernaculars? If not, why not? 


• (®) Copies of Sir John Marshall’s work on Mohenjodaro, 
volimes, have only recently been received in India. A 
set will be placed m the Library of the House. 

(6) No, the price of the complete set is £12-12-0. 

ment^ sugg^isfion will receive the careful consideration of Govern* 
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ItX. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that Sir John Marshall gets a 
share from the sale proceeds of the book ? 

Sir Frank Noyce : No, not from the sale proceeds of this book. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Who has paid the cost of the printing of this 
book? 

Sir Frank Noyce: The publishers, Sir. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: And not the Government? 

Sir Frank Noyce: No. The hook is published bv Messrs. Prcbsthain 
and Co. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: And they have paid the cost of printing? 

Sir Frank Noyce: Obviously. 

Absence of the Superintendent of the Wireles.s Branch of the 

Office of the Director Generai. of Posts and Telegraphs. 

816. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul*Azim: Will Government be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the total period of absence of the Superintendent in the Wireless 

Branch of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs* office 
after the retirement from the service of Mr. deMagry; 

(b) whether any Superintendent was employed in the Wireless 

Branch during Mr. deMagry’s leave; if so, whether he wa& 
a man of the Postal Branch or Telegraph Branch of the De- 
jnirtmcni; and 

(c) what the reasons are for his absence from the Wireless Branch? 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) The Wireless Branch dispensed with a Superintendent 
from the IStli July to the 28rd December, 

(b) Yes; a senior assistant of the telegraph traffic branch officiated as 
Superintendent. 

(c) Tt was I’onsidered tha\l he rould be more usefullv employed as offi- 
ciating Superintendent in the hraiieh where he had prA'iously been work- 
ing. 

Employment of a Separate Superintendent for the Wireless Branch 

OF the Office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

• 

817. ♦Mr. Muhamms^ Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that the 
Wireless Branch of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs’ office is 
now located in a room in which the Engineering Branch of the same office 
is also located? 

(b) Is it a fact that besides the Director, W'ireless, who is in charge 
of the Wireless Branch, the major portion of the wireless technical 
matters is the concern of the Chief Engineer, Telegraphs, who is in charge 
of the Engineering Branch more than any other Branch Officer of the 
I>epartment? 
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(c) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state the necessity for rc-employing a separate Superintendent from the 
Postal Branch instead of placing the Branch under the supervision of the 
Superintendent of the Engineering Branch? 


Mr. T. Byan: (a) Yes, as regards the clerical staff. 

(b) The meaning of the question is obscure. The Director of Wireless 
is the head of the Wireless Branch and is primarily responsible for all 
Wireless technical matters. He refers certain questions to the Chief 
Engineer who is naturally more concerned than non*technical branch 
officers with engineering technical matters. 

(c) The Wireless Branch is a dtetinct section of the office which 
reqmres its own Superintendent, especially now that the officer strength 
of the branch has been reduced owing to retrenchment. 


UNSTAEEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Eeteenchments in the Militaby Finance Department. 

173. Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the total number of men in the ministerial as well as the officers’ 
staff in the Military Finance Department as it stood before and after the 
retrenchments were given effect to? 

(6) Is it a fact that, generally speaking, when carrying out retrench- 
ments, care is taken to safeguard the interests of the permanent men as 
compared with those who hold temporary appointments in the office con- 
cerned or are on deputation from other Departments? 

(c) Is it a fact that the above principle has not been followed in the 
Military Finance Department and that not a single man who is on 
deputation from the Military Accounts Department has been axed and 
that all the retrenched men belong to the substantive staff of the Military 
Finance Department? 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) 


Before 

retrench 

ment. 

Officers 11 ♦ 


Ministerial establishxnect including 108 
Gazetted Supfjrintendents. 


After 

retrench- 

ment. 

10* *Kxclade8 the Deputy 
Financial Adviser 
(Royal Air Force), who 
gets Rs. 150 only from 
, civil estimates* the 
balance of pay being 
borne by Military Ac- 
counts Department. 

08 


' f earr i;ig out retrenchment consideration is given to the interests 

of all classes who may be affected, and an endeavour is made to find the 
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solution which will cause the least hardship consistent with the mainten- 
ance of efficiency. In the Alilitary Finance Branch, the establishment 
includes, as a re^jular element, a proportion of personnel drawn from the 
Military Accounts Department and the interests of that class require con- 
sideration equally with the interests of the ordinary Secretariat element. 

(c) No. One of the Military Accounts staff was reverted to his Depart- 
ment. The number of the ordinary Secretariat personnel who were 
retrenched is 7. On the basis of the total numbers in each category the 
Military Accounts element took a proportionately larger share of the 
burden than the Secretariat element. It must be remembered that heavy 
retrenchments arc being made in the Military Accounts Department and 
that the reversion of personnel from the Military Finance Branch merely 
transfers the burden to that Department. 


Recruitment of Assistant Financial Advisers from the Military 
Accounts Department. 

174. Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state why one of the appointments of Assistant Financial Advisers is re- 
served for an individual of the Military Accounts Department in addition 
to the Deputy Financial Advisers who are also recruited from that source? 

(b) Will Government kindly say whether in view of the fact that one 
of the posts of Assistant Financial Advisers has been abolished, it is still 
proposed to reserve one such appointment for a Military Accounts man? 
If so, will Government please state reasons? 

(c) Is it a fact that no Indian Assistant Financial Adviser has ever 
been appointed to the superior staff of the Military Accounts Department? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: {a) Tlu* reservation of one post 
of Assistant Financial Adviser for a ca/.ettud officer of the Military Accounts 
Departnifut is in accordan(*e with the view that the efficiency of the 
.Military Finance Branch is increased by a leaven in all grades of per- 
sonnel who have had practical experienee in a Military Accounts office. 
Mori'over, the reservati(^n of this post is soim^ measure of compensation 
for the fact that Assistant Financial Advisers of the Secretariat category 
are eligible for promotion, by selection, to the Superior Service of the 
Military Ae(.*ounts Department. 

(b) Tlu* reasons for the reservation of one post for a Military Aei*ounts 
officer are not affected by the reduction by oiii* of the total number of 
posts of Assistant Financial Adviser. 

• 

(c) The Veplv is in the affirmative. Vacancies in the Superior Service 
of the Military 'A(*counts Department are filled to the extent of two-thirds 
by direct recruitment and to the extent of one-third by promotion. Assist- 
ant Financdal Advisers have no claim to promotion to the Superior Service 
but are eligible for considenition along with gazetted officers of the Sub- 
ordinate Service of the Military Accounts Department. Promotions are 
made on the recommendation of a Selection Board. No Indian Ass^ta^ 
Financial Adviser has so far been reeommended by the Selection Board 
for promotion. 
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Militaby Accounts Department Men on Deputation in the Military 

Finance Department, 

175. Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that there are persons in 
the Budget Section of the IMilitary Finance Department on deputation 
from the Military Accounts Department? If so, what rates of pay and 
allowances are they drawing? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The reply to the first part of the 
question is in the affirmative. As regards the second part, I lay a state- 
ment on the table. 


t • 

Statfmpnt .^honing rafdA of pay and aVoicance^A drawn bt/ the Accountant a and ChrlcA 
of the Military AccovntA Depaitmfnt on deputation in the Budget Section of the 


Military Finance Department, 




Rs. 


Assistant-in-charge • 

• 


. Pay . . . 

440'> 

1 





Local Allowance 

80 

708 




Duty „ 

88 1 

1 





Spl. pay . 

lOOj 


Second Assistant • 

• 

• 

, Pay . 

410 

400 




Local Allowance 

so) 

Clerks — 






First • , . . 

• 

• 

. Pay . 

170^ 

235 




Local Aliowanco 

05) 


Second 

• 

• 

• Pay , 

145^ 

Go) 

210 




Local Allowance 


Third .... 

• 

• 

. Pay , 

225 1 

295 




Local Allowance 

70) 



Apart from the special pay admis.<ilile to the Assistant-in-charge, fho remunoratiori 
js on the scales i^anctioned for per.<oiiriel employed in the office of the Military 
Accountant General. 


Appointment of Under Secretaries in the Military Finance 

Dj:partment. 

176. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is contemplated to create some posts of “Under Secretaries** 
in the Military Finance Department? If so, what is to be the grade of 
pay of the officers and hovv are they to be recruited? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether at the time when the 
officer holding ilie post of Assistant Financial Adviser was axed, there were 
two vacancies in that grade? Are the posts referred to still filled up 
temporarily? • 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The reply to the first part 
or the question is m the negative. As an experimental measure of 
economy one post of Deputy Financial Adviser is being reduced in status 
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and pay to that of a Junior Deputy Financial Adviser. The post is to* 
be filled by an officer of class II of the Superior Service of the Military 
Accounts Department, who will draw his substantive departmental pay 
with additional pay at Rs. 200 a month. 

(6) Tbe reply is in the affirmative. 

Appointment of Muslims to Various Appointments in Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

177. Khan Bahadur Ha|i Wa]ihudcLin: (a) Is it a fact that out of 
half a dozen or more judicial gazetted appointments in the grade of 
Es. 300 — 20 — 600/40 — 8(K) in Ajmer-Merwara none is held by a Muslim, 
and that all the gazetted revenue appointments in Ajmer-Merwara are held 
by non-Muslims? 

(b) Is it a fact that all the posts of clerks^ in the English line in Ajmer- 
Merwara in the grade of Es. 275 — 15 — 350, the grade of 200 — 10 — ^270, and 
the grade of 150 — 7 — 185 are held by nen-Muslims? 

(c) Is it a fact that of the 21 posts in the upper division of clerks# in 
the English line in Ajmer-Merwara only two are held by Muslims ? 

(d) Is it a fact that out of 43 posts in the lower division of clerks in 
the English line in Ajmer-Merwara only four are Muslims? 

(€) Is it a fact that all the posts of clerks in the vernacular line in 
Ajmer-Merwara in the grade of Es. 200 — 8 — ^240, the grade of 
Rs. 150 — 5 — 200, the grade of Es. 150 — 7 — 185, and the grade of 
Es. 90 — 5 — 120 — ‘^>^150 are hold by non-Muslims? 

(/) Is it a fact tliat there is no .Muslim holding a post of above Es. 20 
per nieiiseiii in the horviee <»f the Ajmer-Merwara Forest, Jail, and. 
Income-tax departiuoiits, one jamadar in the jail? 

(r/) Is it a fact that out of six appointments in the Excise Preventive 
staff in Ajincr-Morwara only one is held by a Muslim? 

(ft) Is it a fact that Muslim graduates are k^pt in the lower grade of 
clerks in the English lino, viz., Rs, 40 — 2 — 60 — 3 — 90, in Ajmer-Merwara 
whereas luni-^Muslim non-graduates# are holding posts in the higher grades, 
including the grade of Es. 275 — 15 — 350? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Muslims form about 35 per cent, of the total 
population of Ajmer-Merwara? 

(j) If what aro stated at part?# (a) to (/) above are facts, what steps do 
Government propose to take to secure an adequate representation, on the 
population basis, of the Muslims in Government service in Ajmer- 
Merwara? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) None of the 5 Judicial and 3 Eevenue gazetted 
appointments in the grade mentioned is held by a iluhammadan, nor 
does a member of thi.s eomnumitv hold either of the other two revenpe 
gazetted post« in this District. The highest judicial post, that of Addi- 
tional District and Session Judge on Rs, 1,000 — 50 — 1.250, is held by a 
Muslim. 

(6) Yes. 

(o) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(a) Yes. 
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(/) Yes, so far as the Forest and Income-tax Departments are con- 
cerned. 

No, as regards the Jail Department. 

(ff) Yes. 

Qi) No distinction is made between Muslims and non-Muslims in making 
promotions from the Lower to the Higher grades. There are two Muslim 
graduates in the lower grade, one of whom has taken his degree since 
he was recruited. On passing the prescribed tests they will be promoted 
in the ordinary course. 

(i) No. Seventeen per cent. 

(j) The questions contain material omissions and mis-statements. 28 
per cent, of the posts in the various branches of the clerical cadre (44 
out of 150) are held by Muslims. A Muslim ludds the highest judicial 
appointment. Three of' tlie eight posts of Tahsildar and Naib Tahsildar 
are held bv Muslims, and tliese will be eligible in due course for promo- 
tion to the higher (gazetted) ])osts. Muslims are well represented in the 
higher appointments in otlu r departments such as Poru'e and Education. 
It so happens that at present none of the 8 Eevenue and Judicial appoint- 
ments in the Ks. 300—800 grade is held by a Muslim. The incumbents 
of these posts are senior officials whose services obviously cannot bo dis- 
pensed with merely to create a vacancy for a Muslim. 


Recruitment of two unqualified non-Muslim Clerks in Ajmer* 

Merwara, 

178. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that two non-Muslims, 
one under-graduate and the other an unpassed Commercial Diploma candi- 
date have been directly recruited in Government service in the Upf)er 
Division of clerks in the English line in Ajmer-Merwara, and that the 
iniles allow the direct recruitment of only graduates in ttic said r})per Divi- 
sion? If so, why were the two candidates referred to directly recruited? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: This question' apparently relates to one appoint- 
ment in 1925 and another in 1028. The persons appointed liad special 

qualifications, and their recruitment did not involve the infringement of 
any rule. 


Non-Appointment of Qualified Muslims in Ajmer-Merwara. 

179. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
a large mimhrr of Muslim graduates and LL.B.’s havli been unsuccess- 
fully trying for appointments in Government service in Ajmer-Merwara, 
whereas the local Adminiiytration lias been defending its policy of not 
giving the ^Muslims adequate representation in Government serviqc by the 
argument that competent Muslims are not avaihible? 

(b) If so, what action do Government propoj^e to take in the matter? 

Sip Evelyn Howell: (r/) and (b). The appointments in Ihis small dis- 
trict arc VL*ry limited in number and there is a v(*rv large number of 
graduate efindlflalcs for any vacancy that inav from time to time occur. 
There have been a few Muslim grarliiates and LL.B’s among the unsuc- 
cessful candidc.b s. but the claims (d all suitable candidates of all com- 
munities arc fully C'.jj'.sideri d when ap])ointments are made. 
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Appointment of Muslims to the Office of the Commissioner, 

Ajmer-Merwaba . 

180. Khan Bahadur Haji Waiihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that 
the post of the Superintendent of the office of the Commissioner, Ajmer- 
Merwara, has never been held by a Muslim? 

(6) Is it a fact that the non-Muslim who holds the post of the Head 
clerk of the office of the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, is only a matri- 
culate ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the present Superintendent of the office of the 
Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, has already been given several extensions 
of service ? 

(d) If what are stated at parts {a) to (c) above are facts, do Government 
propose to give no further extension to the said Superintendent and to 
appoint a Muslim graduate on his retirement? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) Yes. 

(6) Y es. He is an exceptionally experienced and capable clerk with a 
record of over 28 years of excellent service to his credit. 

(c) No. 

(d) It is not possible to earmark the selection post of Superintendent, 
which requires very special qualifications, for any particular community. 

Non-Appointment of Qualified Muslims in Ajmer-Merwara. 

181. Khan Bahadur Ha}! Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that 
under the present Commissioner of Ajmer-Meru^ara the claims of the 
^Muslims to increased representation in Government service have been re- 
peatedly disregtirded ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the said Commissioner has appointed a matriculated 
non-Muslim Girdawnr to the post of a Naib-Tchsildar overlooking the appli- 
cations of Muslim LL.B.’s and graduates? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) No. 

(b) The appointment to whicdi this question apparently relates was 
made in accordance with seniority and no candidates* claims were over- 
looked. 

Appointment of certain Station Masters on the Bombay, Baroda 
AND Central India Railway. 

182. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the Go\'em- 
ment’s reply to starred question No. 1033, on the subject of the appoint- 
ment of certain Assistant Station ilastors on the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway, given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20tfc 
JMarch, 1931, will Government please state whether the Agent of the said 
Eailwav has taken anv action in the matter? If so, what? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Govornment luivo no information. 
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Tebminatioh of the Services of certain Employees on the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Eailway. 


183. Kban Babadur Haji Wajibuddin: With reference to the Govern- 
ment’s reply to part (c) of starred question No. 1032 (relating to the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway authorities utilizing clause 2 
of the service agreement of the employees of the Traffic Department in the 
said railway in terminating the services of the employees who have put in 
many years’ services), given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20tb 
March, 1981, will Government please state whether they have received r*ny 
report on the subject from the Agent of the said Eailway ? ^ If so, will 
Government please place the report on the table of the House? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have neither asked for, nor received any 
report. 


Termination of the Services of certain Employees on the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Eailw-ay. 


184. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the Govern- 
ment s reply to parts (d) and (e) of starred question No. 1032 (relating to 
the termination of services of employees of the Bombay, Baroda and Cen- 
tral India Eailway), given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20th March, 
1931, will Government please state : 

(a) what are the rules \^hich empower the Administration of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway to terminate the 
services of an employee without assigning any specific 
reason ; 

(b) what are the reasons that justify the giving of such arbitrary 

powers to the authorities of the said Railway of terminating 
the services of their employees without assigning any specific 
reason; 

(c) whether the authorities of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 

India Eailway possess the same powers of terminating the 
services of an employee of theirs even after the enforcement 
of “the rules and regulations of discharge and dismissal of 
subordinates” published in Memo. No. E. /60/C. -2, dated the 
12th June, 1931, of the Agent of the said Eailway; and 

(d) if the reply to part (c) be in the negative, whether Government arg 

prepared to instruct the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway authorities to re-instate the employees of the said 
railway whose services have been terminated without assign- 
ing any specific reason? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) It is not a matter of rules, but of conditions in 
the Iservice agreements. 

(b) All railways have similar conditions in the service agreements 
of their employees. They are necessary to secure the commercial working 
of railways. 

(c) The rules referred to do not remove the power to discharge without 
assigning reasons. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Tebbonatiok of the Services of certain Employees on the Bombay 
Baroda and Central India Railway. ’ 

186. aaian Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the Govern- 
ment s reply to part (/) of starred question No. 1032 (relating to the termi- 
nation of services of tlie employees of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway), given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20th March. 
1931, will Government please state the reasons for refusal to instruct the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway administration to re-instate 
the employees whose services have been terminated without assigning any 
specific reasons in the order terminating their services? 

Mr, P. R. Bau: The matter is entirely within the competence of the 
Railway Company. 


BILL PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, in accordance with the provisions of 
rule 25 of the Indian Legislative Rules I lay on the table a Bill to validate 
certain suits relating to public matters which was passed bv the Council 
of State on the 14th March, 1982. 


THE GENERAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS— confd. 

Demand No. 28 — Executive Council — contd. 

Eetrenchwent. 

Mr. S, 0. Mitra ((Miittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I move : 

“That the Demand under the head ‘Executive (’ouncir be reduced by Rs. IOC.” 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : On a point of order. Sir. Before Mr. Mitra moves bis 
motion, I should like to know what has happened to the motion that was 
moved yesterday which w’as not terminated. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Honour- 
able Member is aware of the arrangement which the House unauimoiisly 
agreed to. Yesterday was allotted to the Nationalist Party, and if the 
motion that was put before the House could not bo carried to vote, it 
dropped. Today is the day allotted to the Independent Party and the 
Chair has called upon Mr. Mitra to move his motion. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir, T have been put in ebarge of this motion on 
behalf of njy Party to initiate discussion about the general question of 
retrenchment. My duty will be in my speech to do the spade-work and 
I expect other Members of my Party and other friends belougimr to other 
Parties will develop the general proposition. My leader, Sir Abdur Rahim, 
who was the Chairman of the most important Sub- Committee namely, ihii 
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General Purposes S-ub-Coniinitteej will deal with the general principles 
and higher questions of iinaiieo. Sir, this is the first time that I am 
taking part in a Budget discussion, although I have been in this House for 
more than five years, because 1 belonged to the Swaraj Party of which 
I was the Chief* Whip. The Party followed the principle of obstruction 
because they maintained that, without political control in the general ad- 
ministration, it was futile attoiiipting to have any control over finance. 
Ae a matter of fact, it has been said by a great Bengali leader of public 
opinion that “a subject nation has no politics” and unless wo can g‘’t 
rid of the subjection, it is ho use to try to control the finances of the 
country. I shall wait and sec as to what will be the result of my change 
of policy by trying to criticise the Government on their Demands and 
asking them to mend their way. Sir George Schuster in the concluding 
portion of his speech said : 

“On a broad review I think we may feel satisfied with* the position. Wc can 
face next year with a prospect of a fairly substantial suiplus.’* 

( 

Later on He says: 

“If one looks round tlie country and at the outward sijjns of its economic and 
financial position, while I fully recognise that the difficulties are still immense and that 
large sections of the people are in dire straits, owing to the present low level of prices 
and trade depression, neveiiheless there is not a total absence of encouraging .signs.*’ 

Ftirfclvjr on he says: 

“Even if the sales of gold may to some extent represent a forced reali<ation of 
savings, yet as against this there are indications that the masses in India still have 
a considerable amount of money available for investment.** 

Then ho illuslrntes this by a roferonee to the (‘ase of Savings Banks. My 
vending of the situntion is ihnt the prosperity of this eoimtrv shoiihl not 
ho so easily gnesscfl by the f;n-t of the mere investment of a few crore.^ 
of rupees in tlio Snving.s Banks. We have found tliat there has been 
a serious hill in the Customs revenue all-round, and the railway earnings 
have gone down to n oonsidcrahle extent, and in a large part of the country 
people had even roconrso to nen-payment of taxes and rents. The purchas- 
ing power of the ])eopl(‘ is very low. This shows the real condition of the 
people and not the mere investment of 6 erores of rupees by the middle- 
class j)eople in l^ostal Cash Certificates. T wonder what it is that is com- 
mon between India and the otht*r countries, so far as the Government are 
concerned. In everv self-governing country the primar\^ purpose for whi(*h 
the Government exists is tf» l« ok after and administer to the social and 
the* beneficent services for the people. In any country if 've look for th<^ 
main functions of the Government, wc wdll find that its first coneem 5*^ 
the national well-being of its people. Every free country has its system 
of free education, n^t only primary, but in mnnv cases secondary, also: 
there is ,nnj»]e provisioTi for medical relief; there is provision for o1d-ag<' 
pensions, sickiu-ss, insurance, and above all it looks t-o the solution of the 
unemj>lov!ncnf question as one of the most important of its various func- 
tions. \Miat do we find in India? When we look t-o India, wc find the 
GovernineTit here* are primarily concerned wi'^b law and order first, and next 
they look after th? scales of pay of officers and civil servants, and next 
they try to les *« n the burden of England to as groat an extent as possiblf' 
We pay for rer.-|^i Bs. fi.aVflOO, for Kabul Rs. 3,63,000, for China £12,000 
and for Aden £150,0(^0 and thase lai^e sums go to lessen the. burden oi 
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England to .some extent apart frona the military burden that India bears 
for Imperial purposes. These are more the concern of the Government of 
India than the vital issues that affect the people of India. We see that 
all other countries in Pjurope and America are anxious to solve their un 
employment question. Here we have never heard this question even 
I cing raised. When we see countries like Germany and England are in 
(lire necessity for funds, and when they speak of a financial crisis, it is 
to solve their unemployment problem which is increasing and they takt* 
rec'ourse to retrenchment. What do we find iq India? Do the (Jovern- 
nunt in India ever care to consider it as their duty to solve the unem])lo\- 
nient question? If anybody ever intended to" try to solve this great 
national problem, it was that “naked fnqtr*\ Mahatrmi Gandhi, now rotting 
m jail. He suggested that by tlie introduction of the spanning wheel, to 
a certain e.xtent the. nnemployinent question could he solved. I consider 
that tile true functions of a (Tovernnient, a Government that really^ cared 
for its people, and any (ioveniment worthy to hc^ called a Government 
-iiould look after these social and beneficent activities for the people. It 
\voirt do in future for the Government only to care hir the law and order 
and paynunt tea- the police and the soldiers and for lessening of the burden 
of EngJaiul and then declare in the House that the condition in India is 
satisfactory and the country is prospering. Tlie other day it was really a 
lamentable tjiing to see my Honourable friends .Mr. Das, IMr. Mody and 
]\rr. Joshi ciuarrelling amongst, llieinsulves as to on whom the additional 
lairdeu of taxation slionld fall. Thc\ are patriotic genllenion and they 
jiinst know that the limit of taxation both for tlie rich and the poor has 
jilvcady long ago hei'ii readied. You always find that when the Govern- 
jiient put some tax on luxuries, the* law of diminishing returns opcrate,s. 
You do not get more money hv i*xtra taxation. So it was no use on the 
nart of ITonourahIo Mi'inhers on this side of the House to quarrel amongst 
ourselves as tf) who should hi^ taxed more. The otlier day my Honourable 
friend ]Mr. Das was saying that we should devise some means, some ad- 
ditional sonret s of taxation. Has it not been already proved, have not 
the Government themselves known that the limit of taxation has long 
aco been reaidn d in this country where the average income of a man 
Mccordiiig to all ealcnlations is less +han two annas a day. The Honour- 
able the Finance M<*mh(*v tlirew out an indirect hint that he had some 
chance of getting iiir>re money from salt and kerosene. Everybody knows 
raid it is an eh*inentary thing in economics that some money may be had 
from inelastic demands where the primary necessities of life are t-axed. Dut 
is it fair taxation, is it good finance- which any Honourable Member .should 
be proud of mentioning in this House? T do not wish to level any per- 
sonal charge aeainst the Honourable the Finance Member wlio lias had 
e\ptTienc*»* of tliri*e Continents. T know that had it been a free India and 
if we eonld get the sendees of a gentleman like Sir George Schuster, he 
would have given us a different Hudget. Every year he goes on changirfg 
bis views and principles. Every day lie knows our position better and ho 
fools his own helpless position, that whatever be mav think to be for the 
good of the country , he will not be free to enforce if. in this unfortunate 
country. There is the Seerotnrv of State for India who will null him 
h’orri the back at every stage on higher financial questions when England’s 
iutorost is at stake; there are the Eoeal Governments on the other side, 
niid above nil there is the Civil Ser\dco. all these in their turn m ill piif 
obstacle^ in his wav. The very a^^futo and the keen intellectual man that 
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he is, he is doing his best under the circumstances. I say that really the 
true functions of a Grovernineut are not being discharged in this country 
and so it is useless to compare the Government of this country with that 
of any other country. As a matter of fact when this Government agreed 
to retrenchment, they felt that there was no way out of it and that there 
was no chance and no avenue for fresh taxation. As regards retrenchment, 
I shall read out to the House from the speech of the Honourable Sir 
George Schuster, showing that he himself did not put much faith in 
retrenchment. In his speech on 9th March, 1931 he said : 

“I mairitiiiii that we have gene as far as we could go in the making of cuts, 
which would not interfere with the efficient working of the machinery of Govern- 
ment, I want to satisfy Honourable Members opposite on this, and Honourable Mem- 
bers "opposite, I take it, want to be satisfied, and this is where the difficulty comes. 
Honourable Members say —I refer particularly to what my Honourable frinnd Sir 
Abdiir Rahim said in his speech. ‘Vou have got to satisfy as that you have done 
all that is possible to cut down expenditure before we listen to your demands for new 
taxation’. Quite a reasonable attitude, and I am quite prepared to admit 
that we have got to satisfy this Hou.'*e. But, how are we going to satisfy them ; 
They do not accept our general statements, and that is one of the reason.s why 
I thought that a Retrenchment roniinittee, on the lines which I had proposed, wouli 
be of great value. I come before this House and say. ‘I have done all that 
is reasonably possible now, but I think that to meet abnormal circumstances 
something more might possibly be done, and I want to have the sumjort 
of non-official Benches in further demands for economy. I want to give non official 
Members a chance of satisfying themselves that everything has been done, because 
I quite agree that it is only after they have done that, they, in the discharge 
of - their public duties, are jusfified in voting for new ta.xation.*’ 

My leader, Sir Abdur Enhim, agreed to serve on these Committees and 
I do not know w’hether he will not repent years afterwards the result of 
his action. This eounfrv has felt the curse of those Eotrenchment Com- 
mittees. I say not in anger, but I feel when my countrymen tell me that 
these retrenchment proposals meant only the dismissal of a large number 
of lower paid otVieials in this distressing time. I will have to say a great 
deal about this later on. The Government have not really touched the 
sources wliore from they can get some money for this poor country. They 
have gone about the business in the wrong way. Now, as regards the 
compensation that was given to some of these retrenched people, I see that 
even on the last occasion when people were retrenched on the Inchcape 
Committee’s Beport, they were allowed 20 per cent, enhanced pension 
subject to full pension of the grade. I will quote from the circular : 

‘‘Those who have f-ompleled ton years or over will be gninted the {)ension admis 
sible under Article 474 of the Civil Service RegulatioiiH together with an ndditioiitd 
percentcige which will be decided on the morits of oach case but will not in any 
case exceed 20 per cent. The total pen.sion will be .subject to the limit of the 
full pension admi-ssible under the ordinary rules.** 

• As a^ matter of fact they were given 20 per cent, additional pension up 
to the limit of the full pension which is 60 per cent, of a man’s pay. But 
now under our present scheme these people are given only half a month's 
gratuity for each year's they have served in addition to their pension. I 
have made some calculations on some figures, and this is what I find. 
SuppoM a man gets Bs. 8(X); he is a Second Division clerk, his grade beinff 
up to Bs. 8.)0. Now according to the Inchcape scheme he would have got 

\ But his maximum pension being 

half of his pay it will go up to Bs. 176. But according to the present scheme 
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if he is a man with 25 years’ service, then for the five years loss of career 
ie will get. months’ pay which is roughly about Bs. 760. Bub the 
commutation value of this Es. 25, i.e., Es. 176 — Es. 150 of pension would 
have been approximately Es. 2,500 or Es. 3,0<K). Now he j;et8 onljj 
Es. 75Q on the present scale of compensation. Then also as regards travel- 
ling expenses the present rules are very harsh. They get only repatriation 
T. A. and not ordinary transfer T. A. which is on a higher scale and includes 
incidental allowances. These people came into your service knowing full 
well that they could only be discharged for gross negligence of duty or 
some such major fault. Now for your purposes you have to do aw.ay with 
their services, and in consideration of this the General Purposes Committee 
made particular suggestions for compensation for people getting a lower 
scale of pay or people getting Es. 2fX) or 300. But some of our recom- 
rnondations, which were of use in retrenching these people, were accepted, 
but in giving them compensation not a w'ord has been said about our re- 
commendation. 

Then, Sir, I shall show from the figures bow they are manipulated by 
the Finance Department for their purposes. At the time of the supple- 
mentary Budget it was necessary to show’ that by retrenchment Government 
w'ill get less money and for compensation while they w’ill have to pay more, 
so that the effective result of retrenchment will be lost. 'The figures will 
presently show how an expert body like the Finance Department have mis- 
calculated them or have intentionally misled this House. Sir George 
Schuster in his speech at page 169 Gives the figures. He says: 

“In inv speech on first introducina: the Emergency Finance Bill in September I 
jntticated that as rejyards civil expenditure wo hoped to achieve retrenchment measures 
providing for a reduction of Rs. 3.25 lakh^, against which we allowed for terminal 
charges. coinpens;ition, etc., about 75 Inkhs.*' 

What are the actual figures now as he presents them? 

“The net figure (to be compared with my earlier figure of Rs. 2,50 lakhs) is in- 
creased to 4,00 lakhs.** 

He accounted for 2,50 lakhs for the next year at the time of the sup- 
plementary Budget, hut he actually found that the retrenchment was to 
the tune of 4 erv^res. While for compensation he thought that he w’ould 
have to pay 75 lakhs, actually, according to his own figures, it is 33 lakhs, 
I am quoting his ow’ii figures. So you see he cuts both ways. As regards 
retrenchment Sir George Schuster’s figures go in one way. He gave this 
House to understand that it will bo in round figures 2,50 lakhs, he finds it 
4 crores. While for compensation, where our people are concerned, he 
said ho w’ould have to pay 75 lakhs, he actually pays for all retrenched 
people only 33 lakhs. That show’s that when it is necessary for a supple- 
mentary Budget the officers of the Finance Department are masters of 
jugglery. They can make a deficit Budget turn into a surplus Budget and 
vice versa, if they so lilce. 

Now I shall go to tliesc figures from the report of the Special Ae- 
trenchment Officer, Mr. Nixon. I am glad he is present here and he 
wdll be able to point out the wTong figures if I quote any. In the second 
summary of the result of retrenchment operations, in the first four pages 
he has covered those points. Sir, the General Purposes Committee alone 
in their first Report suggested retrenchment of 121*21 lakhs; in the second 
Import 168-57, and in the third Report 133-18. In all, the General Pur- 
poses Committee recommended retrenchment of 423*18 lakhs. I find that 
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in the third page of Mr. Nixon’s report he says that in our second Eeport 
We have recommended retrenchment only for 153 8 lahhs. That is not 
correct because he has not taken account of 15 lakhs on the Lee con- 
cessions. Government in their wisdom may decide that they will not 
touch a pice of that, but when they speak of the General Purposes Com- 
mittee's recommendation, they should include these 15 lakhs also, that 
is of the Leo concessions. Out of this Mr. Nixon takes out 31 lakhs for 
Ecclesiastical expenditure. Then it leaves 124 lakhs, of which they have 
accepted 86 lakhs, to which they added another lOJ lakhs, making a total 
of 1054 lakhs and out of our third Keport, Government accepted a reduc- 
tion of 72 lakhs. JSo we find that in the supplementary Budget, Sir 
George Schuster says that he accepted only further retrenchment of 90 
lakhs from tlie Demands that were to bo examined by the General Pur- 
poses Committee. But, as a j natter of fact, of these 90 lakhs, 23 lakhs 
are automatic, because of the Census operations which have largely ceased 
from this year. So really lie accepted only 70 lakhs, but according to 
their own figures they have given effect to about 177 lakhs. I give these 
figures to prove conclusively that an expert body like the Finance Depart- 
ment commits such gross mistakes. They also, in putting forward their 
supplementary Budget, ininimised' the amount for reirencliincnt and put 
in compcnsalion, wliich tliey now find to be 33 lakhs for all and h^klis 
concerning the General Purposes Committee, at 75 lakhs, i.e., more than 
3 linus as much. From this .1 think I liave proved that these figures, in 
the way in whi(*h they have been calculated, are manipulated. Of course 
the Government have* carrud out reductions in addition to what we 
suggested, because law and order must be maintained, and the expendi- 
ture for defence and police must not be touelied. This is the principle 
on which they have acted. The General Purposes Coinmittoc* definitely 
recommended that no reduction sliould be made in ediici\tionaI, medical 
and public healtli expenditure, but reductions in tin* (‘xtravagant scale 
have been made in the beneficial Departments, and police (‘xpenditiire ha.s 
not been touelied. Governirient have crippled these beneficial subjects and 
departments. This is liow even the 65 per cent, of rc'ductions they have 
accepted is made up. Of course the Lee concessions cannot be reduced. 
The police iniisi not he touched. The expenditure ndating to defence, part 
of which is cleverly debited to civil chni’ges. must not he cut. Ecclesias- 
tical establishment must he maintained, because part of the expenditun* 
is military expenditure and part of it benefits vested interests. So the 
only heads loft are education, medical and puhhc health and some otln r 
Budget heads. 

As regards liow far retrenchment has been carried out amongst Indians, 
some figures the total number havf* been givtni : it is said that 200 
officers and about 5,270 dorks have been reduced. If we look to the 

Demands, wo get some indirect evidence as to how rminy Indians an* 
affeetod. ()i cmirse it is not mentioned hero how many Indians and how 
many Europeans have been affected : b\it from page 019 of the Demands 
for Grants, we find that that Demand — No. 764 — Expenditure on Ret- 
renched Pe rsonnel charged tr> revenue — gives the expenditure on retrench- 
ment of persomu*! hy leave salary in India and in England and repatriation 
c argos. Irorn ihat T find that the total under non-voted comes to 
Its. 2^1, 000, of wlilch Rs. 104,000 is to be spent in England : that is to say, 
e European relicnchod personnel will get Rs. 104,000 as against 
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Bs. 1,71,000 for the Indians; which means that a larger number of Indian 
n^5n-voted officers has been reduced. The spokesmen of Government have 
on more than one occasion stated that Indianisation will not be retarded 
as a result of retrenchment. But this is not all. Against the Rs. 1,04,000 
required for European officers, the total amount required for Indian officers 
and clerks is Rs. 20,96,000. Honourable Members will thus observe that, 
against the insignificant number of European retrenched personnel, a large 
number of Indian officers, voted and n<jn-voted, have been sent away, 
because it may be taken for granted that though the amount is Rs. 1,04,000 
for Europeans, the scale of pay for them is so high that when we come 
to know the actual number of Europeans retrenched later on, the House 
will be in a position to judge whether the progress of Indianisation has 
been maintained. 

J3efore 1 come to the details of these Demands, to show how far the 
Government have accepted the advice of the Eetreiichmerit Committees, 

I would like to say something about the method by which retrenchment 
has been can-ied out. I understand that they have passed certain orders 
lor retrenchment — and here I am speaking subject to correction: I under- 
stand in the first category come people who are incompetent or not quite 
up to the mark: secondly, officers who have put in mere than 30 years* 
service: thirdly, officers who have put in more than 25 years* service, and 
then fourthly, officers who have put in le>s than 10 years* Service. Now 
these classes arc not mutually exclusive. That is to say, it is not as *f 
when the first category is exhausted, you come to the second; and when 
the second category is exhausted, you come to the third, and so on. That 
is not the case. These are the four classes from which any one can be 
chosen for the purpose of retrenchment. I understand there has been 
a committee composed of two or three men of the department to select the 
persons to retrenched, hut in the committee the words of the senior 
officer always prevailed. What happens? I find from the Report of the 
Railway Knquiry Committee that they also found a similar state of affairs 
there. T quote from their report: 

“Victimisation and favouritism can i>o avoided l»y having a single clearly 
defined ground for discharge.” 

Tf the Govermmmt lav down irertain rules and say that of these few cate- 
gories. first you will exhaust all the people* who come under the first rule 
for retrenchment, then you go to the second ; and after exhausting those, 
yon go t<) the third; then alone justice may be expected, if the rules aro 
strictly followt‘d : hut now Dt*partmenis retrench any l)ody they like who 
comes under any of the rules. What happens is this : anybody who is for 
the time being not in hot favour with flu* head of the department is found 
to he the most incompetent after a service of excellent work for 20 years 
or more. .V man might have worked strenuouslv for a number of years 
and pleased his superiors; hut if he now happens not to be pulling on well 
with a particular man, he is under this method found incompetent by the 
particular man and ho sacked. T say this gives room for much jobbefy 
and corruption and it has happened. 

The second category deals with people who have put in more than 
thirty years’ service. T have collected some figures huiTiedly from the 
history of the gazetted officera — a Govenimcnt publication; and from that 
l^ook I find that there aro many people who have put in more than twenty 
five years’ service and some over 30 years service and they are still happily 



^32 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[15th Mar. 1082. 


[Mr. S. C. Mitra.] , 

enjoying their posts, while people who have put in less than 10 years have 
been discharged. It is usual that people who have been for a long time 
in Government service know all these tricks, how to please the official 
heads; and so all these old men are retained; wnd though there is a rule 
that men with over 30 years’ service should be pensioned off, that rule is 
not binding : under the present retrenchment rules such men need not be 
retrenched — their list need not be exhausted before they touch men with 
less than ten years’ service. I also find it stated in one of the speeches 
of Sir George Schuster that by these indiscriminate discharges the pension 
liabilities of the Government will be highly increased and that he will look 
into the position. Now these old and superannuated people who are at the 
head, have a chance to influence the higher officials, and the junior officials 
who have put in only 7 or S years are being discharged. I will give the 
House sonic idea of what this means. I have taken at random some 
departments showing some of the men with their service : 


Home Departmpnt. 


Rao ??ahih K. P. Anantan 






Years. 

34 

Mr. E. H. Brandon .... 






28 

Mr. M. J. Macdonald 






28 

Rai Sahib Tarapado Roy . 






.30 

Rai Bahadur Sohan Lai . 






.31 

Mr. IT. C. Stuart .... 






31 

Rai Bahadur Munshi Devi Dayal 






33 

Rai Bahadur Lala Bhagawsn Das 




, 


36 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Hakim Siddiki 






34 

Munshi Khairat Xabi 






26 

Lala Nand Kiahore • . . • 






28 

Mr. Ernest Long .... 






28 

Mr. J. C. McDermott 






28 

Khan Sahib Chaudhri Nimat Khan • 






28 

Mr. F. B. Pool 






28 

Rai Bahadur P. C. Ray 






25 


Some of these might have gone on pension only this year, because I am 
quoting fi’om the last edition of this book. 


FotfAijn and Political Department. 


Years. 

Lala Hariohand ...... • . .34 

Rai Sahib MuD.shi Ki.slian Lai 35 

Khan Bahadur P. S. Master 32 

Khan Bahadur Sardar Mir Muhammad Khan . . . • 30 

Mr. Aga Khan Sahib Mir Muhammad Shah • . . . 3l 

Bai Sahib Miinshi Mahabir Pershad .32 

Rai Sahib Lala Rama Nand 48 

Rai Sahib Munshi Rash Behari Lai . . . ■ . . . 32 

George Alexander Richardson 37 

Jumea R. Rogers 36 

Khan Bahadur Mirza Sher Muhammad Khan .... 36 

Lala Sundar Das 33 

Sardar Sahib Sardar Sundar Singh 33 

Khan Sahib Zalioor Masih S4 
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Indian Stortu Department. 

Tears. 


Mr. R. S. D’Arcy . 29 

Rai Bahadur J. Qanguly 32 


Army Department. 


Mr. S. Banerjea. . . 29 

Mr. H. P. Bates 31 

Rai Bahadur J. C. Das Gupta . 30 

Mr. A. P. Dube . , . . 27 

Mr. J. W. B. Gardiner . 27 

Rai Sahib Hari Das Ghose 27 

Rai Sahib S. S. Ghose . .... . . .29 

Mr. W. G. M<Mcod 33 

Mr, R. .A. Pereira 20 

Mr. X. N. Sen 27 

Mr. R. W. Simpson . . . . . . . ... 26 

Captain F. W. Spears. ..... ... 26 

Mr. A. P. West 26 

Legislative Department, 

Mr. D. D. Bair<l 28 

Rni Bahadur A, L. Banerjea 27 

Mr. C. H. P. Pereira ..... ... 29 

Mr. F. A. Thorpe ... 30 

Civil Veterinary Departmehi. 

Mr. O. P. Goffi .... 25 

Mr. Keiller 29 

Khan Sahib Md. Wazir .... .... 28 

Survey of India Department. 

Col. H. .T. Couehmen ... * ..... 32 

Mr. S. vS. M. Failding • .33 

Mr. P. .A. T. Kenny • . . 33 

Mr. H. P. Dee Morton 33 

Mr. V. W. Morton . .31 

Mr. H. B. Simons 32 


Commerce Department. 


Mr. P. N. Bannorjee 
Mr. F. R. Coutts 
Mr. N. A. DaCosta 


26 

30 

31 
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Bengal Covenanted Pilot Service, 

Mr. J. D. Allison . . • • • • • 

Mr. C. W. H. Ansell . 

Mr. E. Q. Bacon ,.••••• 

Mr. H. L. Lindsay ..•••* 

Mr. C. A.D. Greenland 

Mr. D. I. Halford 

Mr. F, Limgloy 

Mr. A. H. Mauger 

Mr. H. J. May 

Mr. A. W. Michie 

Mr. C. T. Park 

Mr. A. F. Pauli 

Mr. S. H. Roake ..... . • 

Mr. G. S. Scoby .... ... 

Department of Industries and Labour, 

Mr. Balkislien . • . • .... 

Rai Sahib A. M. Bannerjoe ..... 

Rai Bahadur S. K. Bannerjeo ..... 

Mr. BarkatRai .... ... 

Rai Sahib Deepohand ...... 

Maulvi Feroz Din ... ... 

Rai Sahib Gauri Shankar 

Rai Sahib Nihal Chand ...... 

Mr. A. M. Price ....... 

Mr. Mami Ram Sharma ...... 

Indian School of Mines. 

Mr. S. K. Bose 

Printing and Stationery Department. 

Mr. H. M. Bhattacharjee ...... 

Mr. S. C. Chunder 

Mr. J. N. Glioso ...... 

Mr. R. A. Halfhide 

Mr. Jawahir Khan 

Mr. A. F. Slater ....... 

Mete OTological Depart rnmt, 

Rao Bahadur M. G. Subramaniara . . . . 

Rao Sahib M. V. Unakar ...... 

Public Works Department. 


Mr. A. Brcbner, C.I.E. 
Mr. L. S. SpUsbury 
Mr. W. R. Mjstoe 
Mr. J. L. Sale . 

Rao Sahib Shyam Lai 


Years. 

32 
29 
27 
27 

29 
26 

30 
30 

29 

33 

30 
36 
32 
26 


28 

32 

27 

28 
25 
28 
25 
30 
25 
2S 


32 


27 

28 
27 
27 
26 


30 

28 


29 

26 

2f. 

29 
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I could not complete the list. I was going through it only this morning, 
but this list will show that there is a number of people who come directly 
under either the first or the second category, and still they are not touched, 
while poor junior clerks who have put in less than 10 years have been dis- 
charged. tMy point is, if Government make any rules, why don't they 
follow those rules? You have laid down certain categories, why don't you 
select men according to those categories, because only when the list of men 
who come under the first category is exliausted, you should deal with men 
who come under the second category, and if such a method of selecting 
men foi‘ discharge is followed, there cannot be much room for injustice or 
hardship. As a matter of fact, as a general rule men with 26 and 30 
years* service should first be selected W discharge ; instead of that, you 
are selecting men with loss than 10 years service, with the result that it 
will tell heavily on the pension liabilities of the country. The rule is all 
right, but favouritism and corruption prevail in some of the departments. 
That was the reason why my friend T'andit Satyendra Nath Sen moved 
If. Resolution here. ITnfortunately ^Members on this side are always 
absent, and so wo cannot carry any inolioTj, hut tljat is no reason why 
the facts of tlie case should not be disclosed here or why Government should 
not do jiisiict* in this imp^irlant matter. The Honourable the Finance, 
Member sliould explain why. wlien in all other matters Government 
strictly try to follow tlieir rules, in this matter they liave departed from 
tla‘ rules tlu‘y liave niadi* in regard t<» selecting men for discharge. If you 
make a rule, you should follow it without showing any partiality for this 
Cl that man. * 

Now, we know that in the (loverunient of India wliatcver is done by 
any departmental h(‘a(l, holds good. Jf a case is initiated in a branch, 
it is sent u]) for ap])roval. and thus the ctise goes to the head of the depaxt- 
inent- and it comes back with his signature without any alterations, and 
then it is said that ilu; decision is of the Govcrnnieut of India or that it 
is the deliberate and eoiisidered opinion of tlie Government. Hut what 
happi-ns is, the d(*|)artiuental head who may in some cases be very fair- 
minded, cannot always be expected to do justice in many of these cases, be- 
cause how can we presume that he will always do the just thing, that he will 
have no favouritism or no partialitv for some people who are just near 
about him? What I say is, the ruK-s that yn\\ make should be very rigidly 
enforced irresf>ective of any |)ersonal consideration. 

Now, Sir, with Nour permission I shall deal with some of the items 
n^hared to in the suuunarv of tlie results and show how the recommenda- 
tions of thes|. (’onnuittees have been given effect to. T shall take up the 
first Demand iindm* the head rustoms, hecanse it is one of the big items 
which deal with 12 lakhs and odd rupees — Abolition of the entire sy.-tem 
of ovortimr allowances for future entrants and the rodiictiv^n of 50 per 
cent, in the case of those who arc already in service, and 50 per cent, 
rednetiou in the pa\nicnt- of Seamens' and other wolfaiv institutions! 
Hero tlie Customs head deals with 12 lakhs of rupees, and I read from the 
(loneral Purposes Committee's Report, page 31: 

“'Pho 1931*32 grant rontrniplntos receipts of 12*35 lakhs Iiv way of overtime fees 
rjMlisod from merchants ami shifipors ami shipowners (6’52). penalty foes levied for 
'vork on Snnday.s and ppei'ial holidays (4*73) and homl and father fees reali.«ed from 
merchant.*? for work done during ordinary working hours (1*11). Out of 12*35 
Inkh.s the 1931-32 hndjrot provides for the following payments, namely, [n) 5*47 lakhs 
to officers out of merchants’ overtime fee^ 3'39 to etfi«'ers out of the penalt r fees 
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including crown overtime (c) 1*34 'plus *57 brought forward from 1930>31, i.c., 1’91 
lakhs which is the amount available for grants out of penalty fees to seamen's and 
customs welfare institutions. 

We have examined very carefully the theory and practice of the system of levying 
penalty fees and overtime charges. We have no doubt that shippers and shipowners 
find it convenient to pay these rather than let their cargoes remain uncleared. We 
therefore propose that (he system of charging sucli fees should remain unaltered in 
essence. We consider this case to be somewhat analogical to the case of “late fees” 
.and “double charges" in the Po<ts and Telegraph Department. 

We are not, howevei’, convinced that it is necessary to pay to customs officials the 
whole or even a large part of the fees so realised. A large proportion goes to pre- 
ventive seamen, who, we consider, are already well paid. Their duties correspond to 
the duties of police officers and the men used at one time to be drawn, to some 
extent, from the police. The scales of pay are, in onr opinion, extremely liberal when 
compared with those in force for the corresponding grades* of provincial police service.s 
operating in the ports concerned." 

We proposed that the whole of this 12 lakhs was due to the Govern- 
ment, and our main argument was that these customs officials are also, 
like other Government officials, whole-time Government servants and there 
was no justification lor paying these people extra money for overtime 
work. liut fortunately or unfortunately the Customs Department is 
manned by gentlemen belonging to my PTononrable friend Sir Henry 
Gidney’s community. Ts that any reason why, in these days of financial 
stringency, these 12 lakhs should be kept for paying overtime allowances? 
The police, wffio are the greatest favourites of Government, are also r(‘quirt d 
to work sometimes for 24 hours; similarly there arc the Posts and Telegraphs 
people, who also serve Government for 24 hours, and tlicse people are not 
paid anything by way of overtime allowance. So what justification is 
there for showing favouritism to those people in the (histonis Departnieni ? 
It is not a question of a few^ thousands, but it is a question of some 12 
lakhs and odd wffiich should be appropriated by Government. But now 
Government have condescendingly accepted the 10 per cent, reduction in 
the rates of overtime fees paid to the staff and also a reduction in the 
Demand for the Grants in aid due to welfare institutions and so forth, but 
they onl} accepted about Ps. 07,000 out of a total sum of Rs. 5, 88, 000.- 
Government have discharged people with very large families, getting small 
salaries, on the ground of financial stringency, but here in the Customs 
Department they arc th?*ow’ing away a precious 0 lakhs: while the Com- 
mittee w’erc of the opinion that the Government wore entitled to the whole 
of those 12 lakhs. 

Sir, there w’ill be no time to dilate on this matter at great length, but 
I merely refer to it. In this Customs Department they have already rc- 
!*> Noox tw’o Indian I. C. S. officers, and thus the future for 

Indian T. C. S. officers to occupy the higher posts in the Customs 
department will be barred for a long time. 

The next item is ‘Taxes on Income". I do not like to say anything here 
because tlio Honourable the Finance Member has said that the Department 
requires extrusion due to low’^ering of the taxable limit to Rb. 1,000, so 
the (piLstion of reduction does not arise now. 

As regnrds Salt, the Committee recommended the abolition of the post 
of the office of the Commissioner, Northern India Salt Revenue, Rs. 80,000. 
The Government say in their reply that this proposal has been negatived, 
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and they have given their reasons. I shall discuss the question so that 
the House rriay consider who is right. The Committee in their decision 
was helped by the evidence of Sir Chunilal Mehta, who was the President 
of the Salt Survey Committee. He was of opinion that, if the manu- 
facturing divisions were in charge of fairly good men, the Commissioner's 
post and his office were not needed. The Committee further say, “We 
understand that the question of its abolition was at one time considered 
in the Finance Department. We definitely recommend that it should be 
abolished." 

At page 5 of the Suiiiiiiciry of the results of relreiiehineut operations 
you will find the reasons wh\ it has been refused. The first ground of 
the Comma tee was tluit an importaiit part of the (Jonniiissioncr s duties 
can hu transferred to the (.Jeneral Managers. The Government say; 

“In view of the lower .status and lack of administrative experience, the Geiieial 
Managers cannot be invested with the powers of the Commissioner.’* 

Now, the Committee suggested that, instead of this Commissioner ol 
Salt Iteveiiiie., a Eunipean 1. C. iS. ollieer getting very high pay, the two 
Managers should be entrusted with Jiis work. What is the status of these 
JlanagersV The Managers get a pay of Hs. 1,100 — 1,400, plus overseas 
pay i^dO, which means Ks. 400, free house and electricity, in all about 
Es. 2,000 per month. 'I'herefore, the Managers get Es. 2,000 as total 
emoluments. They an' men of lower status and they lack administrative 
experience! Another ground on which the Government turn down the pro- 
posal is : 

“The Coniinis.si(iner has maintain otiicial relations by correspondence and in 
personal negotiations, with Indian State.s, Local Oovernments and Railway Administra- 
tion.s. These recpiire an officer of a definitely sujKirior position *’ 

As if the T. C. S. are the only superior people who can hold any good 
post! As regards Native States, (Joverninent have their political officers 
in all the Native States, and the ^lanagers can negotiate with the States 
through the political offieers. Then, what is the difficulty in dealing with 
Local Governments and Railway Administrations? They are not more 
clerks and Superintendent.s getting Es. 4(X) or Es. 600 pay. 

Mr, K. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division : ^ruhammadan Rural) ; WTio are 
those Managers? 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: They are all Europeans, they are not Indians. Again, 
the Government say : 

“The Comnii.seionei has to dov'»te much time to interview'ing merchants, etc., 
employed in the salt trade.” 

As if the Managers who are aetually managing these big salt manu- 
factures and getting sueli enioluments, are not in a position to deal with: 
these merchants, and it requires men in the Secretariat to do the job! 
Then, they say : , 

”The problems of manufacture by solar evaj>oration are entirely different trom 
those of mining, and also varj- from source to source.” 

As if every I. C. S. Commissioner knows either of the two systems, — 
that is, the solar system of evaporation, or the other system, namely, 
niiningl One could" understand if the Commissioner was a person who 
knew all the different systems so that he would be in a better position to 
know which was which. That is the argument advanced when the post 
of a high European officer is concerned. 
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Let us come now to Opium. The Committee recommended the with- 
drawal of the concession of giving free medical attendance to the families 
of the officers at Ghassipur, and abolition of the allowance of Es. J(X) a 
month to the medical officer tliere. i he Committee said: 

“We see no justification for the cuntinuaiicc of the exceptional amenity which 
opium officers at Ghazipur enjoy {riz., free medical attendance on their families) and 
which costs Govcrimjeiu Hs. 100 i>er mensem by way of an allowance to a medical 
officer at (jlia/ipur. We letomniend that it should be cut. Savings will be 
Ks. 1,200.-'' 

Tlion w'o locommcnded the abolition of tlie facloi’y allowance of Its. 250 
to the Fiicrtorv Sii])erintendL‘nl and of lis. 15U to the Assistant Factory 
Superintendent, if rent-tree fjearters are provi<led, but, if not, the amount 
of alJowMiiee to bo reduced t() 10 per cent, oi pa\ . The Government’s 
replv is “ Under consideration as a general question”. Again the CV)in- 
]uittec said that the (|Ucstion of the releiilion of jiersonal allowaiKa' of 
Its. 100 ojudi to three ofHctas for war service should be scrutinised. 'Fhat 
is also not accepted, but no roa-'on.s are given. 

Then, we come to Stamps. 1'liat was left to Mr. Nixon to visit the 
ditferent places and suggest his own recommendations. 

The next is Forests. .Here the Uoniniitlee suggested that the present 
Timber Testing Expert, who is drawing a pay of Es. 2.000 per mensem, is 
expensive and his post should be retrenched. Tlie rej)ly is, that is under 
consideration. W'lnmever an European is ccnicerned, tliat is “under con- 
sideration,” but when an Indian is eoncernetl, tlieir iMnwideration takes 
little time. Another of our <ugge.stions was that om^ ga/adted ])OSl in 
the Cabinet Making Section should he abolished. 

There li as been a irii.’^tuki* In this summary. W’hat the Commitln* 
said was this: 

“Sea .son ins and limber ic.-'tiiig .diouid [daitul in cb.irjxo of uiic ollicer. Af^ 
alternaiive, timber testing might bo placed in charge of the W<E)d Technologi.st, wiio, 
it is undeistoof], icceived r^pecial tiainiiii: in this class of wnik in .America in irf29. 
Such an airaiigeinent would l»e romlucive to ecomuny and work efficiently. The 
Inspector Gcnerai’s sJicmio to retain the pre-enl Timber 'I’esting Expert 

whose pay is Its. 2,000 per iiienseiii. fhi.s post i.s not now nece^pary and should be 
abolished.” 

Thai is the rccoirimendation, but in ibis Summarv — item \o. 5— it 
has been wrongly put as (hdjinrt Making Section. 'I’hat is not our sug- 
gestion. It is wrong there. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster (l’inanc(‘ ilomber) : May I ask 

tlie Honourable -Member to h ok at page 1S8 of tlie Eeport. item (vii), 
which reads ns follows: 

“Whai, is generally known as the f-aViiiiet m.-iking .sertinn cm and slmuld be mhi- 
jected to retrenchment rrifu'e than the other sections. As (••ntenifdaled in the Iri'pccfcr 
GerieraTs «;.’heme one gazetted ]*ost in thi.s .se<'iion .slu iibl bo aboli.^hed.” 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: That is quite correct, but what I oomphiin about is 
that in page lo of the Summarv, it is wrongly ])ut under item No. 5; if 
should be 7. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: We are not trying to follow ih^^ 
numbers in exact order. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Mr. Nixon will understand lietler that it is wrongly 
entered here. It wdl fake more time for Sir George Schuster to under- 
stand the details. Pa:ally there is no reply as regards our proposals 
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regarding the Wood Technologist, the timber testing expert, whose pay 
is Bs. 2,000. Then I come to the Inspector General of Forests. We 
recommended unanimously that the post of this officer and his office 
should be abolished, the Government getting whatever help they required 
from the Chief Conservator of Forests, of the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince. Government say that nothing should be done pending the inaugura- 
tion of the new reforms. I know Forests is a provincial subject and in 
some places it is a transferred subject. If everything is to be postponed 
pending the inauguration of the reforms, then the question of retrenchment 
will suffer very much. Government have acfcepted the abolition of the 

1. F. S. College, and so the duty of the head of the College is now over 
and it is not necessary to have such a highly paid officer there for the 
purpose of any help that the Government of India may require. I do 
not like to deal with Irrigation and Posts and Telegraphs. Then I come 
to the house rent con(*easion to the Honourable ileffibers of (\)uncil in 
the matter of paying the full economic rent. The (ixisting rate for each 
of these houses is Bs. 589 and Rupees 8 annas 4 for a tennis court. I 
think before we ask anybody else \vv. must ask Honourable ^Vlembers of 
the Executive' (council to ])ay proptr rents for their tennis courts. The 
next item is abolition of the post of President of the Council of State. 
This is also under consideration. 

Then (*oines tlie (piestion about the Secretariat and the exodus. Mr. 
Nixon takes trouble to show that it will be very difficult in this summer 
in Delhi to provide for 2,(HK) men extra. The result of the inquiry indicates 
that it might he possible to h.*avi* in New Delhi staff to the extent of 17 
offieers, 255 (derks and 114 inh'rior servants, and the estimated saving 
liere would he 1 \ lakhs out of a total eost of lakhs. Now, the popu- 
lation of old Delhi is lakhs and of New Delhi during the winter months 
is 00,000 hut in summer it comes to 50,000, that is 10,000 people less. 
Then it is argti(‘d that in siiinmor people to the extent of 5.000 come to 
0 ('cupv the vacant places in New Delhi. Now there is a Joint Water 
Hoard. The argument of the Government of India is that there is enough 
water for 4i lakhs of old Delhi and 00.000 people here, but not enough for 

2, not) people more and that if thest» arc kept ht're there will he great 
scarcity. Why did not they anticipate' this when they spent crores and 
crores on Ne\v Delhi? WhcTi tlie Government of India was transferred from 
ralcutta to Delhi, it was said that the Govoinment would be out of touch 
with the Indian people, hut the Government said that Delhi will become 
a great (‘ity and they will not he out of touch. Now my point is that 
when the Governnii'nt of India spent 18 crores on the New Delhi city, 
they could not make pr<n'isi<^n for water for 2,(XK1 people more. Tlioy say 
that another 12 lakhs of rupees is necessary to provide for the necessarj’^ 
ndditionnl water supply for this additional 2.000 men and they expect us 
to swallow all these stories. Why could not they anticipate that there 
will he this scarcity? Whal is the P. W. D. for? They have a hierarchy 
of officials, from the Honourablt' Member and the Superintending Engineer 
dowHwards, and so many Engineei’s, and they coulil not anticipate this 
^^Diall thing, and they now expoet ns to bo convinced on these flimsy 
prounds. 

Then there is the Secretariat rc-nrrangoment. This subject w\l\ be 
taken up bv some other Mi'mber. anti so T do not like to deal with it, hut 
without divulging an\' secret, T may say that wo had a sub-committee, 
of which Mr. Nixon liimself was a member, and we discussed the question 
^f devising some method by which this process of sending notes from one 
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officer to another, from the clerk to the assistant, fixjm the assistant io 
the Superintendent and Assistant Secretary, from the Assistant Secretfitfj 
to the Under Secre';ary and fmm the Under Secretary to the Joint Sec- 
retary, and so on, could be curtailed and we even suggested our own 
scheme, but the Government did nothing. Apparently the Government, 
when they brought in the Supplementary Finance Bill, thought that they 
would get enough money by taxation and no more retrenchment was neces- 
sary And then T do not know whether it was by chance or otherwise, bene- 
ficial departments and scientific departments like Archteological Survey, 
Geological Survey, Civil Avitdion, Agricultural Research and things like 
these came up fii-st for ininiediato retrenchment. Afterwards the Finance 
Department did not seem so anxious about retrenchment. The Honourable 
the Finance Member himself says that next year there will be a surplus of 
6 crorcs or 2h crores at least. That may be the reason for the Finimce 
Member saying that they have accepted up to 65 per cent, of our recom- 
mendations” and even then, as 1 shall show later, this percentage is mis- 
leading. We recommended that the educational and medical institutes 
and the gi’ants to scientinc research institutes should not be interfered 
with, but? going beyond our recommendations, they have not spared any 
of these institutions. 

As regards the Secretariat reorganisation, they say : 

“As regards the lirst (jaestion, the Sul)*Cominittee*s rerommendation admittedly 
relates to a standard which will he suitable under normal conditions of Secretariat.” 

I do not know', Sir, what is the abnormality in the eoiKiitions now. 

Then under the >'oreign and Political Department, the ('oinmittee 
suggested that there should not be two Sceretariats, because the Depart- 
ment is really one; and I think Sir Charles Watson himself agreed that 
really the Department is one. There is no clear-eiit division in the Depart- 
ments. Then, I ask, why cannot there be two Deputy Secretaries and one 
Secretary who can be responsible for the work of the whole Department. 
Then they accepted the cut about pay of officer on special duty. That 
of course ^v'as only temporary, so it was automatically abolished. The 
permanent post of Attache filled by an Indian was, however, very easily 
abolished in pursuance of our recommendation. 

Then under Home Department, we suggested the abolition of the post 
of Joint Secretary, but they say that it is not possible to abolish the post of 
Joint Secretary as the present conditions render its retention very neces- 
sauy. 

Then >we come to the Public Service Commission. The Committee 
recommended the reduction of the number of iVlembers from five to three 
and the reduction of the status of the post of Secretary to that of Assist- 
ant Secretary and the reduction of the special pay of Pis. 200 for the 
incumbent recruited from an all-India service. As regards the firs I' 
question of the reduction of tho number and pay of officers, that is still 
under consideiation. Now the Committee knew at the time that a 
gentleman in ihe Police Service, who had earned his full pension, was 
gomg to be appointed, and so they hurried to make their recommendation 
nve men are not necessary and they examined the President of the 
ublic Service Commission, who told us that there is not work even for 
tnree, and tha . he personally was of opinion that even one could do the 
work. Now as a matter of fact in some of the Dominions, the Pnblie 



TUE GENERAL BUDGET — LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2041 


Service Commission work is done by one man. Yet the Government say, 
‘This is under consideration”. In the meantime they fill up every 
yacanayl And they say “No, it will not be possible to retrench these 
people”. But 1 think, Sir, as regards the pensioned officer, it should be 
possible that a man who is enjoying his pension may be asked to retire 
if Government find it necessary even now. 

Then under J^cgislative Department, the organisation of the Solicitor’s 
Branch is stated to be as follows : 

“This Bnuich is manned Ly three officera -a Solicitor on Us. 3,000, a »e(ond Solicitor 
on Rs. 1,200 — 1,800 jiim overseas pay, an A.<4sistant Solicitor on Rs. 1.200. fho pre- 
sent Solicitor also gets a per.si()nal pay of Hs. 350, a .special pay of H.-. ioO i » 
work connected with the Local riearing Offiev. The Solicitor is due to v..t mIg his 
office in March 1932. This estai)lishment consists of 2 clerks and half a doz^^'i 
men.*' 

Tlu‘ rccoiniricndation regarding rc^tivnching one of the Solicitors has 
not becMi accepted. 

Then there was a reeoinniendation for a 10 j)er cent, reduction umler 
Contingencies, but there is not a word said about it. 1 think inv Honour- 
able friend. Sir Lancelot Graham, who !>; in charge of the Department, 
is evidently too strong for any retiviudiinent officer. (Laughter.) 

Then coining to the De partment of Kducation, Health and liand?:., heiv 
vve suggested the abolition of the })osts of doint Secretary, Additional Deputy 
Seeretarv and ()ffi(‘er on Special Duty, but they have accepted i\,r the 
present one recommendation, namely, that the post of the Under Secretary 
(which is filled by a Muhanmiadan gentleman, Hr. Akhtar HussaiiB. should 
bo retrenched, and they say that the ijiustiim of the strength of officer- 
will he further examined. 

Then we (*(>mo to the (piestion of the great Finanee Department itself. 
(Ht‘ar. hoar.) They agreed to abolish the post of Assistant Secretary, but 
now want inert* ‘‘on version. I’hey thi'iiiselves siiggesti'd this. “The 
Departmmt 's final offer consists of the following items: 

“AlKtlilioii of the following postst, namely. Assistant Secretary and fix As.?istar.t 5 . 
and seven posts in the Second DiviMon.** 

That was the offer of the Department. Now that there is sufficient 
money — perhaps that is the reason — they say, “Let the Assistant Seeretary 
hut h‘t there lit* a conversion of the post into that of a (Tiiel Super.n- 
tendeiitship”. As regards the offer of the abolition of 0 Assistants, the 
Jibolition of only one Assistant will do; and no further reduction i.s 
possible”. Sir, if that i.s the ideal that the Finance Department itself 
holds up for other Departments to copy, we can easily understand the 
fate of “retrenchment”. I hope the Croverniramt will explain as to whv 
th(‘ir own offer of retrenchment in the Finanee Department h.a^^ not been 
•aded upon. (I jirut. -Colonel Sir Hninj Gidncij: “Hear, hear.”) 

As regards the Commerce Department, if anybody refers to page 167# 
of the Detailed Estimates for Grants, he will find in respect of retrench- 
ment that there are three items. — additional permanent staff Rs. 48,00il, 
hanporarx establishment Rs. B.OTM). staff for registration of accounts 
f'J*. 3,000”. Actually, all this is increment. 

A.s regards the Central Board of Revenue, there was a recommendation 
for the reduction of otie Member of the Board. The Government's reply 
that both the customs and the income-tax work of the Board involve 
f'he disposal of a large number of complicated and technical cases. As 
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•a matter of fact, though the present incumbents are one from the income- 
tax side and the other from the customs side, what will immediately 
follow? For a time Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Hardy, both from the customs 
side, were the Members at that time and there was no difficulty then in 
discussing questions concerning these highly technical problems coming 

Then under Ports and Pilotage, we suggested the abolition of the post 
of Nautical Officer saving Ps. -00,000. They show as if they have accepted 
the reduction to lis. M,500, but really it means that a junior man has 
come on a lower salary on transfer; so they take credit for that. But 
they have been prompt in abolishing one post occupied by an Indian, a 
Parsi gentleman, in the Shipping Office, Bombay. So even a Parsi is not 
spared. 

As regards the Survey of India, here we suggested that the people that 
are from the Poyal Engiiu^ering side of tlu^ Military Department should 
be paid from the niilitarv linids and that should not be borne on the eivil 
estimates. As a matter of fact, that recommendation has not been 
accepted. Government liave (‘onsidered various schemes of retrenchment 
and now' they have ado])te(l a way, but here the figures are also mislead- 
ing. So far as I know, in Glass I there were 5(1 officers. Out of these, 
19 posts w’erc not filled up, but kept in abi'vancc for a long time, and 
only one mnn has been retrenched, but as a matter of fact it has been 
shown that the posts not filled up of these 19 men are all shown to have 
been retrenched. Even then, 4 men with 30 years* service were retained 
and they w'ere promoted to Class I, and 5 men — 3 Hindus and 2 Muslims — 
W'oro promptly retrenelied, but not a single Anglo-Indian in the servio»‘ 
w'as retrenched. Even Anglo-Indian probationiTs have been retained. 
(Li fiif .-Colonel Sir Henry Ghlney: “Which Department?’*) Survey of 
India Department. 

As regards Botanical Survey, we suggested that the post of 
the Director be abolished and in the first summary of the retrench- 
ment we found tliat this suggestion was tentatively aecjepted by Govom- 
ment. But now* we find that bec«ause he is a European and draws a 
special pay, only his pay has been reduced by Es. 100 and his allowanre 
of Ps. 50 has been altered perhaps after h?s return from England, but lu*’ 
service has been maintained. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health nnd 
Lands) : I am sorry to intcrru])t the Honovirable Member, but may I point 
out that the Directorship of the Botanical Survey is a yiart-time appoint- 
ment. The sole allowance attaching to it as salary which is paid from 
the Goverrnnent of India revenues amounts to Es. 300 a month only. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: That is quite true. He is part-lime servant, hut 
tlic gentleman is in the service of the Government of Bengal. His duly 
• iS to supervise the cultivation of cinchona in Burma. There is another 
jentlernan, Mr. Bussell, who is a highly paid offic(?r and he docs not 
require- a man from raleutta to supervise his work and there is furlher 
some little idantation in Madras. We have gone through all these questions 
and the General Purposes Rub-Committee said that there was no necessity 
for the Government of India to pav this gentleman Es. 400 and tht? 
Government of India in the Department of Education, Health and Lands 
accepted that suggestion tentatively. If a reference is required. T ^viIl 
read from tho first Report; Botanical Survey, first Summary (page L^)’ 
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“The post of the Director be abolished”. Now they have refused to do 
so because the gentleman has come back from England and has brought 
some pressure to bear on the Government of India. 

Then I come to the Archteological Department. I think there are other 
Honourable Members who will argue out the case. The Committee sug- 
gested the discontinuance of the special duty allowance of Sir John 
Marshall. I do not like now to discuss in detail the principle of giving 
allowances to officials who are kept in service for 28 j'ears and then em- 
ployed for 8 years more on special duty with extra emoluments and full 
pension. They do not allow other scientific researchers to come into the 
field and utilise the areh[Gological funds for historical researches for the 
Innefit of the country. When they are pensioned off Government recom- 
Ttitmd the extension of their service to write out the reports which lakes 
several years. Sir, this practice is wrong in principle from nil considera- 
tions. 

Then, as regards Demand 56, Kdueation. Here there was no rocom- 
iijciidation from the ('ominittee, but I find an additional fourth item of 
« ut has been introduced which amounts to Rs. 67,000. 

'Hien 1 come to tht' (iui‘stioii of Medical and Jhiblic Health. Here the 
(Committee suggested the abolition of the appointments of the Director 
General, Indian Medical Service and the Public Health Commissioner. 
The reply iii this <*onricction is that this recommendation raises an issue 
which Government have moi’e carefully considered. They have considered 
both the Committee's plan and earlier recommendations of the Retrench- 
ment Committee for the amalgamation of tht* two posts of the Director 
General, Indian Medieval Service and the Public Health Commissioner. I 
think, Sir, they want to wait for the new constitution. It seems that the 
Government have a sort of premonition that the future constitution will 
he a. very sickly one and it will require expert medical men and some 
nursing as well. That is the reason why everything is postponed in this 
De])artmcnt for the future. 

Then I come to Agriculture and the Imperial Council of Airrirailtural 
Research. We suggested that there was no necessity for this duplication 
r.f work. They said that the main ground why the agricultural side of 
the Secretariat could not he reduced was that there were some European 
exports in the Pnsa College who were not expoeted to be put under the 
control of the Agricultui’nl Council. We see no reason why these two 
departments should work separately and not be amalgamated, thereby 
snving a large sum of money, the departmental side of Agriculture being 
replaced by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

As regards Aviation we find that the Direction cost is Rs. 2,55.0*16 
instead of Rs. 1,26,000. Even in the last Budget it was Rs. 2.27.0(X). 

in spite of recommendations for retrenchment, it has gone up. Further 
clown they say that the services of a new Aircraft Inspector will 
ho necessary as it is impossible for one man to inspect all the air- 
craft in India. T do not know how many aircraft we have in India and 
'vhy it is impossible for one man to inspect all the aircraft once a year. 

Then comes Commercial Intelligence, Demand No. 64. Here we 
su!7gostGd the abolition of the T. C. S. post of the Deputy Director General 
nnd some other posts. This suggestion was not accepted. Then we sug- . 

the reduction of the establishment by 10 per cent, and the cancellation 
r'f (iertain schemes. We suggested a reduction of Rs. 2,56,000, out of which 

c 2 
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11s. 2,26,000 is required for tlie internal statistics scheme. The Committee 
suggested that it should hi' temporarily suspended because it is a very 
useful institution and sliould l)e revived as soon as possible. Sir. in all 
these matters Ooveniment are very keen and they even went beyond the 
recommendations of the ('oimnittee and accepted a cut to the extent of 
Es. 2,30,(K)O. which covered the whole statistical scheme and only Ks. 4,000 
out of Es. 2r),lMXl recommended by the Committee. 

Then, I come to the Indian Stores Department. In this connection 
I wish to read out from the Heport of the Inchcape Committee itself 
(page 216) : 

“We are informed that this Department has been recently constituted in ordei t* 
encourage the development of the industrial resources of India and to effect eco 
nomies l>y co-ordinating purclia-es for the Central and Provincial (lovernmenta. thu> 
eliminating competition between (lovernments and Departments. At present its acti 
vities are confined to the purchase of textiles for the Army Department aiu’ to tii. 
control of the Metallurgical Inspectorate and of the Sujierinteiident, laical Manufa'’ 
tures and Oovernment Te.st Hmise, Alipore. We understand, however, that it is con 
templated gradually to extend the w( rk. * ‘ 

Finally, they say : 


“A system of contra! purchase imiy have theoretical advantages, hut we '•ecominend 
that no "provision he ina<le for furilier expansion of the department until it ha.< hfei. 
:i‘^certained that the provinces collectively are pre])ared to utilise it for their Iransac 
tions and that such expan.'^ion will he financially jii.stified. The present e.stahlishnient h.i.s 
been framed with a view to the expiinsion of the dejiartinenl’s activities and 's nov 
costing about Its. 4.00,000 aniiuallv. We recommend that the provision he rodiieod ir 
Rs. 3.00.000, saving Ps. 83,000.’** 

Sir, it is (‘letir from tlii.^ Feport thnt the department was eontemplated to 
continue if all the Loenl Governments supported it and the purehases were 
availnhle from the .\riny and other departments. As a matter of faet 1 
find from the latest report of the Indian Stores Department that it ran 
at a loss in 1927-28 of Its. a,7G,(XK): in 1928-29 of Ds. 10.01 .0i)0; in 1929-;in 
of Iis. 0.85,000 and in 1980-31 of Ds. 90,24,000. So. it has been all 


along run as a deficit department costing about 8 or 9 lakhs of rujx'es 
annuallv. It was urged all along that it should be either self-supportirm 
or it should show that its activities help a groat deal in encouragin'/ 
indigenous industry. It has done neither. T think the diffieultv is tliat 



The salary or Europeans drawing more than Tls. 500 a month ia four lakhi^ 
annuallv. That shows why this department has not developed in the way 
for which it was inaugurated. It has failed to justify its existence eithf^r 
by encouraging ndigenous industries or by making the department 
self-supporting and purchasing stores for the Government of India at a 
cheaper rate. 
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Under Demand No. 76-Allowances, reduction in lump sum payments 
fco Reuters, Rs. 10,000. This matter is still under consideration. I do not 
know why it requires so much time to curtail this subsidy to Reuters by 
Rs. .10,000. There was a recommendation about Committees and Com- 
missions and we suggested that the ainoiiiit should be reduced by Rs. 10 
a day and I think there is no mention about it in this report. 

Aft regards the Local Clearing Offic'c, here is a department where a 
special pay of Ks. 250 is paid. It is 14 years since the War came to an 
end, and still the enemies* debts arc being paid and the staff is necessary. 

In the North-West Frontier Province, Demand No. 78, we find under 
the Medical head there is a reduction of Rs. l,64,0fX), though we recom- 
inohdcd only a sum of Us. 4,(K)0 to he reduced. 

In Raluchifttan for education we suggested no reduction, hut I find 
Ks. 71,0(M) has been reduced from this grant according to page 84 of the 
Summary . 

In Delhi under t'ducation w(* suggested a reduction of Ks. 2,0tH> only, hut 
it has been accepted as Rs. 1,12,20(). 

Item No. 10. Public Health, is still under consideration. 

In Ajmer-Merwara the same thing happens. We did not recommend 
•iiiy reduction, hut UTider educatitai a saim of Rs. has been reduced 

and under Medical, Rs. 23,0(K1. 

Sir, I have taken too miudi of the time of the House, and I feel myself 
that the discussion had been discursive to a great exttait, because 1 have 
had to do spade work. But I e.\pi*ct that the main points dealt with by 
lue will he discussed by other Honourable Members. I luwo not dealt 
with the Military Budget or the Postal Budget at all and I think my 
other Honourahh' friends will discuss retrenchment on tlu‘se questions. 

Mr. President: Motion moved: 

■‘That <he IhMiiand under the head ‘K.xpcutive Councir he reduced hy Rs. 100’\ 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United IVovinees Southern Divisions: Muham- 
niadan Rural): Sir, out of the six Committees tli.it discussed the question 

retreiudiincnl, the work of the ihiilway Suh-Conntiittee and the Army 
Suh-Coniinitti'.e had been of a perfiinctory character. Their reports remind 
me of the story of an Oxford freshman who was given £100 hy his father 
and was askinl to submit an account. At the end of the term the new 
nndf^rgradnate submitted the following account — new collar, one shilling: 
(»ne tie, (uie shilling six pence; miscellaneous, £90-17-6 This is practi('ally 
what tlie Railway Suh-Conimitteo .and the Army Sub-Committee have done. 
O.it of 52 crores annual expenditure, which is really incuired by the railways, 
Ihe Railway Rcdrr ncliment Committee only scrutinised the expenditure like 
Oxford uiuiergraduate of under two crores, and about the remaining 50 
crores they only put down that, the expenditure should be scrutinised by 
J^ome other Committee. Practically the same was done by the Army Siib- 
Committee. It only examined a very small proportion of the expenditure, I 
think 7 crores altogether, and it left the balance to be scrutinised by some 
enc cdse. T think it was a Jittlc wiser than the Railway Sub-Committee in 
that it did not bring itself into non-existence, but it still exists though it 
iDay not be functioning. T do not know whether it will finish its work 
before the life of the Members of that Committee ceases to exist ns far as 
this Assembly is concomod. T do not wanti to take up the railway question 
today in detail because that has already been discussed. Rut, in view of 
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the fact that this contributes a large sum of money, about 8 crores every 
year, to the general revenue, especially in view of the fact that the report 
of the Court of Inquiry did not come into our hands at the time when we 
discussed the Railway Budget I want to touch upon one or 
two salient features now. The other day the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Industries and Labour, when asked about giving us an 
opportunity to discuss this report, clearly said that he was not 
willing to give time for that purpose. I thought that the reply was 
rather impolite to ITonourablt* Members of this Assembly, but I find now 
that the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore was perfectly riglit, because there 
are no points in this rcjjort to discuss for any length of time. The Railway 
Board issued certain derinitc* instructions, and the really crucial problem is 
this. Ts there aiiy machiiiery by mccans of which they can find out whether 
their instructions have been carried out, and if not whether they have got 
machinery to sec liow they can be enforced? This is really the crucial point 
in the whole of the retrenchment enquiry ns far as the railways are con- 
cerned. This pai-ticular point, which T thought they would deal with, was 
never touched upon by this Court of Inquiry, and if the Railway Board 
could only solve this particular problem most of their difficulties would dis- 
fippear. The only recommendation, which the Court- of Inquiry made, was 
that only one principle should be applied in the case of retrenchment, and 
that principle should be that those persons who have got less service ought 
to be retrenched irrespective ot the question of efficiency, less efficiency and 
irrespective of any other consideration. If this principle is applied — I am 
sorry that the Court of Inquiry never went into the figures — what would 
be the result of this? Wo all know that Indians entered inio the railway 
service in larger number only after the Convention of 1024, and the Muham- 
madans joined still later, and the result of their roeornmendations will hr 
that Indians in general and the ^luslinis in particular will all be retrenched 
from thf? r^^^l way sorv'ces if the principle enunciated by the Court of 
Inquiry is accepted hy the Government. While making this reeoinnKUula- 
tion. it was their duty to have considered the figures and show how tin* 
communal >neqnalities would work out if the rceoininendations were given 
effect to. But they were easy going people and adopted an easy method. 
This qiiesfiou of least service is very easy to calculate and very easy to 
apply. What would be the result, they never took the trouble to find out. 
They wasted time and money in considering individual grievances and thou 
gave it up as a hopeless ease and asked the Government to appoint some 
other Committee to go through such grievances. 

Now, Kir, coming to the military, which is really the subject-matter of 
my discussion, T first mention at the outset three points. The first is one 
to which T have drawn attention repeatedly, that the question of the 
strategic lines ought to he settled once for all. Wo know that we spend 
about 2 (Tore.-; on the strategic lines, and this amount should either he 
absorbed in the losses of the railways, or it should be shown, in the General 
Budget as- ineome received from the railways, and afterwards handed over 
method of invisible budget of the military, ns T 
called it. is bad accountancy. It is against nil principles of accountancy, 
and I think it ought to be shown very clearly in the General Budget. • 
adopt either of the two methods. Either it should be shown 
a definite loss of the railways, who should be responsible for it, or it should 
be accepted ns a los'^ to the general revenues and should be debited in the 
accounts of the military. 
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The second point to which I wish to draw attention, though attention has- 
been drawn to it repeatedly by the different Betrenchment Committees, 
is about the Lee concessions. Now the Lee concessions were very rightly 
given in 1924-25 when the index of prices was very high. The cost of 
living had gone up very much after the war and some relief was absolutely 
necessary. The price index in 1924 rose to about 176, but we should now 
realise that these high prices of 1924 arc not in existence in 1932. The 
price index has fallen as low' as 96, i.e., it has fallen by about 45 per cent. 
When the cost of living has fallen by about 45 per cent, from 1926 on- 
wards, it is legitimate to consider w'hcther the concession that we allowed 
on account of high prices in 1924-25 should still be continued in 1932 and 
whether it should not be temporarily withdrawn, to be given back when 
the index price rises again to the level of 176, as it did in 1924. 

Tlio third point is that every Kctrenchment Committee recommended 
that the cuts should be gradual. But contrary to the recommendations of 
all the Sub-Committees the Government adopted a uniform cut of 10 per 
cent. T think it is rather unfair to treat everybody in the same way. Those 
who get a higher salary can really sacriffee a little more than those who 
earn just enough to make tw'o ends meet. Therefore the principle of a 
graduated cut should have been adopted by the Government of India. It 
is a principle which the whole country demanded, which every Betrench- 
inent Committee recommended, and which really has the general support 
of the Assembly: and in the teeth of opposition from everybody, Gk>vem'- 
nient adopted a uniform cut of 10 per cent. 

Sir, coming now' to the Budget of the military, I find that the Budget 
in the year 1913-14 was 29*84 crores. Then it rose up during and after 
the war to 67*75 crores. This abnormal expenditure and the losses in the 
revenue led to the appointment of the Inchcape Committee. It attributed 
the rise of the military expenditure to five causes. The first was the rise in 
prices. I have already said that it does not hold true now' because the 
prices, instead of rising, have actually fallen below the level of 1913-14. 
The second ground w'p.s the enhanced pay granted to all ranks. This is 
really a consequential effect of the first .and I think it does not hold true 
now'. The third is the improvement in the comforts of the troops, large 
expenditure ou houses and various other things. Now, \vith regard to that, 
I think we should try to give as much comfort to our troops as w'e possibly 
can. hilt it should he done within our means, and we should not go beyond 
that. Their fourth ground w’^as the increase in the non-effective charges. 
Ht‘re we find that it increased from 5 to 9 crores, but of course 
by reducing tlie non-effective (diargos. wc do not increase the effi- 
tMon(‘v of the .\rmy. T am reiilly very strongly in favour of 

keeping up tlu' effieiene\ of the .Army, but T am equal]\ strongly 

opinion that we ought to reduce those charges which do not 

make for the efficiency of the Army. Their fifth reason, and the only 
cogent reason, w'as fhe improvement in the equipment and standard of 
training. Any expenditure under this head is justified and legitimate and 
Would have general support, but any expenditure under the first four 
heads is not justified, and I think I will examine these points in detail. 
Before I examine them, I should like to give some quotations from the 
report of the Inchcape Committee which are as cogent and relevant today 
^^8 they were eight years ago. They said about military expenditure: 

‘Tn our opinion the repeated hngo deficits of the last fewr years, in spite of the 
imposition of heavy new taxation, have made it abundantly clear that India cannot 
afford this expenditure. 
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So long as peace conditions obtain, the first essential is for India to balance her 
budget, and this can only ne secured by a very substantial reduction in the military 
estimates.’* 

That is to say, the onJji way to balance the Budget is to reduce the mili- 
tary expenditure That is not my opinion, it is not the opinion of the 
Assembly or of the Ketrenchment Coiinriittee ; it is the opinion of the 
Inchcape Coiiiinittee, wlio knew their business and who were as strong 
supporters of the Army policy as any Englishman can be. Then again they 
said : 

“We recmnmejul that a clo'^e watch be kept on the details of military expenditi:T>i 
with the object of bringing ai)oiit a progrejssive reduction in the future.”" 

And Hkmi Ijiter on they said; 

“Though revenue may increase through a revival of trade, there would. \ve think, 
fitill be no justification ‘for not keeping a .strict eye on military expenditure with a 
view to its further reduction.*' 

They ri.'comrnended reduction even if the revenue increased, but \v<. 
find that the revenue, insle.ul of increasing, has diminished. Wo know 
very well that during tlic last seven years wo increased taxaiifin on import 
duties by 22 croies, l)ut the net result has been a/ definite loss of 75 lakhs. 
Therefore we have really reached the limit of luxation, beyond winch \v( 
cannot go, and the only way by which the Budget can he balanced is U 
follow the reeomineiidations of the Tnchea])e Committee and ap])ly ila 
principle of reduction to the principal item which they mentioiu'd, namely 
the military. And unless we reduce the military expenditure, it is absolute!;, 
impossible "for India to balance the Budget by" any other means. 

Now, Sir, I just briefly want to mention a few items in wliieh the redne 
tion can be made without k^ss of the etVieiency of the Army. First I tak( 
up the nomeff’ective charges. In the year 1013-14 the non-effeetive charge! 
were 5 crores; in 1022-23 when the Tnchcapc* Conimitli'c nud they rose tf 
0 crores and in the present \ear’s Budget we find that they are 7 02 crtuiN 
Therefore there is no reason why this expenditure should not he hrongh 
to the level of 1014: and there can bo a saving of crores under tlii 
item. The reduction of non-effective charges does not mean the inelTicii'nc; 
of the Army and there is no reason wdiy w'e should not applv this reducfioi 
immediately. 

The second iieni which w<- can take up for reduction is what 1 ri\] 
military works and military engineering. T’^nder tliis heading in 1013-1 
they spent 1 '3 erores. In the year 1022-23 the expenditure n)se to 4 ’54 
and before the Inchcape Committee, the military authorities recommend' ^ 
an expenditure of 33 ('rores in future, w'hicli the GovcTnment of India n 
jhiced to 0*3 crores. Here in the new estimates now before us, they hav 
provided 4*05 crores. There is no reason why w'c cannot reduce this oy 
penditiir-f* huthor- This can also be reduced by 2 crores of rupees. Befor 
the w\ar the estimate w as 1*3 and now it is 4*05. I only demand a reductici 
of aV)out 2 crores of rupees, and even then the expenditure will bo doubl 
of what if was in 1913-14. 

The next point where reduction is possible is to reduce the number c 
men in each regiment. This particular question was discussed by 
Inchcape Committee and I also pointed out last year in connection wit' 
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the Army cut that it is still possible to reduce the number in each regiment 
according to the recommendations of the Inchcape Committee. 'W'hat I said 
was that the Inclicape Committee suggested that during the war time the 
number should be 760 in each regiment and during peace time the number 
:?hoiild be furl her reduced by 20 pei* cent. If we apply this principle, then 
1 PM there is still great room for economy. Sir, we do not want to 
rediure the ellicieiicy of the Army, but at the same time we do 
desire that- it should be kept in pea(u‘ time at a l(»,v( 1 like the one which the 
Inchcape Committee recommended. 

The next phase of retreiicbmenl which T prt‘ss is the cj\u*stion of the 
Indianisaiion of services. 1 am not pressing it from the* point of view of 
policy, or from the point of view of getting all the services for Indians, but 
merely in connect if/U with econonix. This point of view we will discuss 
tomorrow. Wo know that the cost -of an English soldier is about five times 
tile cost of the Fiidian soldier! At present wc have got OO.OOT) English 
troops, excluding olTicors; and llie number of Indian troops is 249.739 
altogetlua*. If \ye In'gin Tndianisation of the troops and the Indin.nisation 
of tli(* officers, then it is quite possible to have substantial reductions in 
expenditure: and for each English soldier replaced by an Indian, the ex- 
l'•<*uditure will be reduced by abtud four-fifths. Of course f do not advocate 
here that wt* sluaild reduciy the English Army or the English officers at 
once. 1 think their mainltainncc* is absolutely necessary for the efficiency 
of the Army; hut at the same time wi* should Ia\ down coriain )>rinciples 
by means which Indianisaiion may proceed, not only in the; rank and 

file hul also in all classes of tin* officers* grades. If the princifiles are 
adopted, then it will be possible that we shall have a substantial reduction,^ 
under this beading alone, of, say, about o to 10 crores after some years. Of 
(•r>urs(' it is difficult for me to fix a date, but I do strongly advocate, as a 
inefisirre of ret^vaichnumt. that we should adopt some kind of nolicv of 
Indianisaiion of sorvic('s. both in the officers* grade and in the rank and 
file, so that our expenditure may eraduallv ho redueefl. 

It was pointed out hy the I'iuancc Member in his speech. 1 tlimk la.st 
year, that tluTe are tw«) ways of reducing the Army ex])endiiure : one is 
a change of policy and the other by economising expenditure. Xhiless we 
havt* a cliauge of policy, lu’ s;iid, we <^*annat have a substantial saving. I 
entirely agn^e with him. and T think our "Relrenchnient Coniinitteo ought 
to (‘xamine very carefully whether wo do require so largo an arm\ as we 
are maintaining at ]n*est‘nt. T understand that there arc three funefi'ms 
which our army has to ])i*rfonn : one is for Imperial defence, that is. to meet 
the attack from any outside ])nwer: the second is really to kee]) peace on 
our Frontier, that is. to save the people from attack of tlu* frontier tribes 
and adjoining power; and the tliinl is internal peact'. Wi* ought to reckon 
the minimum size of the army which we require for c.jch of these purposes, 
and after determining these things we should determine how large an a^my 
We. are required to maintain. 

.As regards the qiu'stion of imperial defence, this question will have 
tro be worked out in conjunction with the Imperial Defence Council or the 
War Office, and India should contribute her quota for Imperial defence. 
India alone should not l>o considered as a training ground for the. Imperial 
forces. No doubt if tlie British Government decide to choose India as the 
training ground for the Empire forces, then England should pay for the 
training; we can only contribute our quota for the general defence, and 
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this ought to be settled once for all. For the purpose of general defence 
it should be decided how large an army India is to maintain in a state 
of efficiency not inferior to the efficiency of the army in any other country.. 
The second question is about tiit' army for our frontier. At present, one- 
third of our arniy is Joc^ated on the other side of the Indus; while the 
remaining two-thirds are distributed over the rest ^f India. The question 
IS whether we require such a large army to maintain order and peace 
.among these trans-border tribes. This really depends upon the policy 
which we adopt about the North-West defence. This was pointed out by 
the Inchcape Committee, and I shall quote what they say: 

“We are informed that there is no ideiv in the mind of tlie Government of India 
of continuing a forward policy of military domination up to the Durand Line at the 
present time — that the idea has been abandoned.** 

I do not know whetlier the Committee was correct and whether the idea 
of the forward policy has been abandoned, but at any rate it is very 
desirable that we should define what the border line is, whether the border 
line of India is the border of the settled districts or whether the border 
line is the Durand Line; and after settling this problem, we should deter- 
mine the amount of military strength which is required to keep order in 
that part of India. The whole population of the trans-jborder tribes is 
something like 25 lakhs, out of which there cannot be on active service 
at any time more than 8 lakhs of people. In order to keep 8 lakhs of 
people in order, is it necessary for us to maintain .an army of about 
, .1 lakh — that is one soldier for every eight persons to keep them in order? 
I personally believe that on account of the development in our .air force, 
and partial development of civilisation it is not necessary to maintain 
such a largo army today as was perhaps nccess.ary .about 8 years ago, 
and this (piestion should l)e considered by experts and we should keep 
jiisi as sm.-ill an anny as ma\ he neeessarv. 

While 1 theiefore advocate strongly that wc should settle once for all 
the exact size of the army which is necessary for peace time, we should 
also gradually try to Tndianise the army in the interests of economy and 
wo should also encoiirago more and mon? the auxiliary and territorial forces, 
on whom we could fall back in time of war as a second and third line 
of defence, as those are not very expensive things, .and as at a time of 
strain wo can always liavo fliese soldiers ready for active service. 

There are one or two small points to which I would like to draw 
attention. Oiu' is the capitation tax. This question has been raised year 
after year by the Assembly. The expenditure amounts to 186 lakhs and 
wejiavc been i)ressing ye.ar after year that this amount is too much and 
should be settled; but no efforts have yet been made to settle it. I thoughl; 
this was the legitimate duty of our Ectrenchment Committee to take np 
this partieular fiuestion and to press for its settlement. 

Another question which requires to be considered is the question of 
trryisport. TIk* Welby Commission recommended that as a measure 
justifiable in the ^circumstances half the cost of transport of troops to 
and from India should be defrayed by the Imperial Government. This 
was their recommendation, and I think it ought to be the duty of the 
Eetrenchment Committee to see that this recommendation is enforced. 
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If :all the measures of economy I have mentioned are carried out, I am 
perfectly confident that our Budget will be reduced by at least 15 crores, 
and we will come down to what it was before the war, that is, about 
30 crores; and unless we reduce our Military Budget to this amount, no 
amount of taxation and no other measures will balance our Budget. No 
doubt general administration is an expensive item and we can retrench 
the expenditure tliereon by about B crores; but this forms a very small 
part of the entire expenditure; as Mr. Aggarwial pointed out last time our 
military expenditure is about 07 per cent, of the total expenditure, that 
is about two-thirds of the whole, and therefore we should apply our axe 
particularly to an item which involves the major portion of the expenditure. 

Then, Sir, the last thing that 1 should like to mention is about the 
policy of an Indian Navy. We have provided 67 lakhs for the Indian 
Navy. I think either we should have a navy of our own or we should not 
have a navy. If we really want an Indian navy, then we should seriously 
take uj) the (juestion and establish a navy of our own, otherwise we should, 
as part of the British Empire, depend upon the British Navy and make 
only a contribution as o»ir quota for the defence of the Empire. 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty minutes Past Two 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly rc-assemblod after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-AIuhammadan) : When discussing 
tile Railway Biidgid, I stated (liat. the Honourable the Railway Member 
was only tinkering with retrenchment in the railway.s. If 1 am asked to 
give my Opinion ahoin tiu* retivnchinent policy in the civil administration 
and the Army side. I will sa\ that the Government of India have only 
stratclied the surface regarding ret riaiehment . The\ have not gone deeply 
into the matter, and if they <lo not go deeply into the matter, they will 
have to go on mounting up taxation in subsequent Budgets, and they 
will iiovor be able to grappb> uith the situation. As a member of one of 
the Retrenchment (’’onimittees. [ am grateful to the Honourable the 
Financi* Mtunbi-r for flu* hnuquei Iu» otferecl to tlu* luemlurs ui llu'se 
Committees for th<‘ help that they had rendered. (.In Honourable 
Mnuhrr: “But was it sincen'*’”) But T do think that the Committees 
wcmld hav<^ bi'on able f(^ assist him further had they been allowed the 
lilaMty to di> sf>. We have lieard from our revered leadtT. Sir Ahdur Rahim, 
that the recommendations of his Committee have not been given effect 
to. Mini my Hononral)It‘ friend. Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad, was himself a member 
f'f the Rtiilw'ny Retrenchment Snh- Committee, who, like all scholars and 
professsors, docs not mind lashing himself and inflicting upon himself 
Wounds like Jesuit monks as long as it helps to clarify the issue — of 
course, T differ from iny Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, as T 
differed from him while he spoke on the Railway Budget, and I do not 
know why ho did not take that opportunity to examine the administration 
nf the various railways. But in the matter of general retrenchment my 
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Honourable friend, Sir Abdur Ibihim, has made it clear that they have 
pointed out various items of retrenchment wliich the Government have not 
yet considered. And they cannot consider them because there are many 
obstacles in their way. T know that the Members who sit in the front 
Benches opposite are very loyal to their colleagues and to the officials 
who work under them. Hut loyalty to one’s colleagues and one’s officials 
is one thing, and loyalty tf) one's country is another. What does the 
country’s interest require*.* Does it require the heavy expenditure that is 
at present incurred? As mv Honourable friend tlie Finance Member said 
in his Budget speech while we were discussing the Indian Finance Supple- 
mentary and Extending Bill, the Government of India pay Bs. 120 crores 
in pay bills to the Army, and the civil, including the railways and the 
Provincial Governments, "if I take off Bs. 10 crores, whicli is the salary 
bill of the railways, it comes to Bs. lO-I crores, which is the pay hill of 
the Central Government and the Provincial Governments, out of a revenue 
of Bs. 200 crores, — it may he a little less thcan Bs. 2(X) crorcs at present. 
It is an enormous expenditure, and what is the reason of tliesc heavy 
pav bills? Aceident and fdreum‘^tan(*es brought the English to rule over 
India. Then the English ehil servants were given high salaries. They 
were never crjiiient to get tlaunselves those salaries, hut tluw enaitt^d 
services, and they went <>n paying even to the Indian^ similar salaries. 
They themselves did little work an<l allow(‘d the work to hi‘ doiui hv the 
Indian provincial civil servants in Gic provinces and also in the centre. 
The time has come when we are on the i*vc‘ of groat constitutional changes, 
and we shall liave to revise the basis of salaries of all services, whether 


Imperial or provincial. Every post should carry a basic salary, and if 
an European is recruited from abroad, he may he given an allowanct'. 
The Indian and the European will get, the same scale of salary. Five or 
six years ago I was oppo.scd to that, bc'cause it brought *an inferiority 
complex to the Indian recruit^ but at present wlien wo expect to get 
greater control — it may not be full control in the centre, huf, full control 
in the provinces (An Honourable Mcvibcr: “Why not in the eentre?*’) 
and adequate control in tlie centre, the time lias come when the salaries 
should be on an Indian basis. Let the Pjuropean <lraw eviui Bs. 5()0 or 
Bs. 1,000 extra allowance per mensem, but this idea of paying tlie Indian 
officers and the Indian staff in the Secretariat such high salaries is beyond 
the compass of the Indian taxpayer. The salary should .be based as it is 
Japan and in England. Do the civil servants in England 
such high salaries.* Do the clerks and office assistants get such high 
salaries? \When‘ el.se in the world, as my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra 
point.s out. does anybody get such high salaries. But here, the civil service 
went on blindly groping in the darkness, they went on raising thtdr own 
salaries, demanding overseas pay, and demanding L ('0 eoncossions, and 
tbe same time they wanted to be faithful and loyal to their Indian col- 
^agues m the services and they went on raising their salaries also. So. 
the time has come when we rmist revise the basic salary of all posts. If 
a i.s noi done, mere toiiehing the 8urfac<» of rctrencliment will nof do 
any g(^d. The spirit sliould be Indian. At present the administrative 
Plant tbai has been transplanted into India is a hothouse, plant. It is 
Kept in the hothouse, it does not grow. The official Members of Govern- 
ment must forget everything else before the interest of the countrv. I 

another committee. T think if the’ General 
Mirposes Committee is asked to lay down the basic rate of pay for all 
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these posts, they will lay it down; but even if they are not asked to 
do so, I do . hope tliat they will in their final report make some such 
recommendation. Sir, when the lletrenchment Ccnimittee first met in 
the month of May. 1931 at Simla, the Honourable the Finance Member 
told us that there was a conference of Finance Members of the l*rovinciai 
Governments and the Central Government to discuss what should be the 
basic pay of future recruits for posts, both provincial and Imperial, and 
we were given to understand tha^; the Finance Member would at one time 
circulate that report to tlie members of the Retrenchment Committee. 1 
must confess that I did not ask the Finance Member in a conim«ttee 
meeting to circulate that report, hut that scheme was never circulated to 
the Members of this .House, nor to the members of the Retrenchment 
Committee unless the members of tlie General Purposes Committee had 
a chance to look at it. We were given to understand that the Finance 
Members of the Central and Provincial Governments wanted a specially 
low scale of salary for all future recruits. Whether that scale of salary 
will he in harmony with the riivcuiues of tiui Central and Provincial Govern- 
ments, 1 cannot say, but I do hope that if that report was not circulatt^d 
to the General Piirfiostis Committee, it may be done now, so that the 
Committee will (*xpr<‘ss its v:ews whether the scale of salary is high for 
future reeruits or whether they could suggest a different scale of salary. 

In talking ot rt‘trenchinent, wc may think that if we cut down the 
salaries, wo have saved the (jovernrnent from bankruptcy, and that future 
Finance Members will bring ( ut surplus Budgets. I am very doubtful 
ab<»ut it and I will bring out a few instances to illustrate it; 1 will refer 
tile House to the Demand, ** Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations*', which 
is found on pages 134 ami J3o of the Detailed Jlstimates. All provident 
funds, all iiivi'strmmts in the*, post ofiiee, Postal Cash Certificates are 
supposed to be dc'posited with the Government of India, but at present 
the Government of India have' no special funds to meet withdrawals. All 
this money go(»s to the ways and means of the Budget, and the Govern- 
ment have spruit it. Of course every year Government allocate so much 
to meet obligatory demands. Tliis year they have allocated about 9 crores 
(►f rupees as interest eliarges on miscellaneous obligations. That is so far 
true, but (hiveriuncnt have taken this money in trust. They have spent 
it away, and we know the solvency position of Government. A time will 
come, when thiTc will bo a change of Governnent or the transfer of Govern- 
ment from tliat side to this side, and we wall then find only certain paper 
Iransacdions ami certain huge <ddigations which the successor of my 
Honourahli* friend the Finance Member will have to meet, but my friend 
cannot say that he has invested so many' crores out of this miscellaneous 
ohiigaiions on productive debts. The money has gone to reduce the debt 
?>()sition of Government to a certain extent. Ho did not incur a loan of 50 
crores per annum, but incurred a loan of 20 crores. sayr, and that no doubt 
reducf^s our debt position. When my Honourable friend became Finar\pe 
Member, in his first Budget speech he drew the attention of the House 
to the gravity of the situation of the Savings Bank deposits and the Postal 
Cash Certificates to cover payments for which no provision had been made. 
If the Government are carried on ns they are now. the Honourable Member 
^vill show in paper that tlie monev is there, but the money will have really 
boon spent away, ami future Finance Members will have to meet all these 
obligations and will not be able to provide money for developing the re- 
sources of the countrv. or even for reducing taxation in the country, 
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because all these obligatioDs will have been incurred by previous Finance 
Members. My Honourable friend may say that he has spent all this 
money on the productive side, but I cannot say the same thing of his 
predecessors. 1 camiot say that his predecessors in the past looked intc 
that aspect of the question, but all the same India's public debt has in- 
creased. 1 want to draw attention to another aspect of the question, that 
is grant No. 96, “Commuted value of Pensions", on page 907. There is an 
insistent demand on this side ol the House to retrench, but we find that 
more money is being paid in commuted value of pensions. All these have 
to be provided for. The pensionary charges which the Goveniment of 
India keep in deposit is ouK a book deposit and never funded separately. 
To-day owing to tlie retirement oi these othcers, the commuted value of 
pensions lias""also increased. Also the gratuities which will be paid to the 
.men who are retrenched forcibly will commit the (jovemineiit to the expen- 
diture of so man\ crores. I think the very retrenchment policy has created 
more anxielies for the rinaiict* Member. 1 am asking that the Finance 
Member sliould keep these |)t‘iisionarv charges and other deposits, as also 
tlie service funds, in interest bearing deposits, so that these are not always 
n charge on the revenue of ihe country. I consider that the time has 
come wlicii the Finance .Member will have to sliape out liis policy so tliat 
he must make pivnision for these obligatory debts and [)ensionary charges 
that the et)nntry incurs aud which become a statutory obligation of the 
country. 

My Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad discussed the Army side 
of retrenchment. Sir, everybody knows tliat the const itiitional (dianges 
Iiave been long delayed. Whether they have be(.*n delayed by us or the 
Government, the fact remains that they have been delayed. When the 
Government of India wrote their des]>atch to the Secretary of State in 
1930, they must have come to a certjiin definite decision as to whether the 
Army expenditure would be stationary' at the present figure of -16 erores 
odd. Supposing then that tlie eonstitiitional changes take time — as t'very- 
body knows, they are going to take two or three years' more time beeaust' 
nobody wants to hand over power, and it is so difficult to hand over power — 
why, I ask, docs not the Tlonourablo the Finance Meunber. in tlie present 
difficult circumstances, address the Secretary of State and file British 
Government with a view to settling this particular aspect of the question, 
namely, as recommended in the Govornment of India's despatch, let India 
pay a lump snm charge for defence. f)l' sav 2.*) ernres or so. nr (*ven dn 
cn>res to the T^ritish War OHic* ? Then, let tlie British Army separatt'd 
from the Indian Army, and let that be a fixorl charge on India for ten 
years till the Indian Dominion Army has enrnc into being. Sir, if that 
is not (lone, if no big cut is made in the Anuy expemdifnre, wliat is the 
u{?c of our tinkering with the retnmcbiTient. problem and driving out a 
water carrier Ikuv frum a f«x;t ladtaljoii nr I’etrencliing a few mules there 
from the arlillerv or cavalry? And yet the Honourable the Finance Meinher 
asks ns to accept his version that tii? Exeellencty the Cornrnandor-in-Chief 
has done his best and fo endorse the remark that the Conimander-in-Chief 
considers that tins retrenchment that has been (*ffected in the Army cannot 
be held to be a permanent reduction. Sir, if these constitutional change?* 
had come, as ever\body was expecting them fo come, in 1931, T am sure 
the Government of In(iia and the British Government would have had to 
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come to some definite views in that matter. I ask, why do they not give 
effect to their own declared views today? Instead, Sir, they make us 
.fight on the communad issues and on the depressed classes issue and on the 
issue regarding the federation of the Indian States and British India, and 
Thus they go on playing with abstract and academic questions instead of 
tackling the immediate practical problems. And then they ask us to give 
them suggestions as to how further retrenchment can be effected in the 
Oovernment of India! Sir, let us, I say, face the main issue, namely, 
that rniJitaiy expenditure must be reduced; and anticipating the remark 
from my friends of tlie Europcjui (Iroup, 1 would at once say that I am 
■quite prepared to concede the maintenance of a European Army up to a 
(?ertain number in India, but 1 am not prepared to give them more than 
30 crores of rupees for the present; and if those 20 ciores are released, 
India will then build up a Dominion Army in five years such as wdll be quite 
sufficient not only for internal defence but also t-o render help to the British 
Empire in case there is a war outside India; and therefore, I say, if 
England remains our fri<‘nd, 1 am quite willing to send out an Indian Army 
abroad, as we so gladly did to France and to the many other theatres of 
war, where 1 daresay we accpiitted ourselves so well. 

Sir, tlien there are certain invisible items of military expenditure which 
it is high iiim^ we should all--including mv friends of the Round Table 
Conference who were discussing the actual military expenditure — take 
rar(‘ful note of. Sir, my friend, l)r. Ziauddin Ahmad, made some pertinent 
remarks ahont the strategic railways. That is one item of expenditure 
which involves us in tin incessant loss. Then there is the other issue. — 
the ."Military Department receives huge concessions from the railw'ays 
amounting to as much as a crore of rupees per annum. They get conces- 
sions in travelling, in freights and so on and WT- forth, and when I gave 
evidence before tlu? Railway Retrenchment Sub-Committee, I brought 
that to the notice of mv friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, and others. 
Now that* civ‘)ro of rupees should be debited to the military side of the 
expenditure. Then there is this huge expenditure on the Frontier 
Watch and Ward. What is the use of this huge Army, and at the same 
time of spending all this money on the Frontier Watch and Ward? Sir, 
all this is nothing but concealed military expenditure. If my submission 
is accepted and an Indian Army is created, T am sure it can look after the 
Fiv^ntior Watcli and Ward side of the work without incurring any additional 
expenditure. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav ( nombay Central Division : Nixi-iruharnmadan 
Rural) : Simply to provide training for the Indian Army. 

Mr. B. Das: But what is the use of this additional expenditure? We 
are now talking of finaiK'e; the conntry\ Sir, cannot go on bearing any more 
taxation. This cxpcuiditure should not bo thrown on to the civil side. 
Tlien there is ilu» (»xpenditurt» on civil w’orks incurred for the Frontier 
Watch and Ward Department. I raised the point often before the Public 
Ac(‘oiints romrnittee. Now if the Military Dopartment requires for its 
military purposes these' miliiarv roads, then let the expenditure be 
debited to the Alilitarv Budget. Why should it be debited to the Civil 
Fudget, thus mounting up the taxation of the country? Sir, incidentally, 
ns a member of the Stationery Stores Retrenchment Committee, I wont 
fo bring t-o the notice of the Army Secretary one aspect of military extra- 
vagance that we noticed. Now the Stationery Department receives orders 
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from the Military Department io print any number of forms and books and 
booklets ; these arc never indenlotl upon, or requisitioned, and if anybody 
visits the Stationery Stores Ollieo in Calcutta, he will find these are lying 
in heaps. Then there is another thing we gathered from the Superinten- 
dent of Stationery that, although the other Government Departments agreed 
in the policy of retrenchment, and use one type of papere and stationery, 
tl»e military* officers are never satisfied with the ordinary stationery issued 
out for thenr ordinary office wotlv. Sometimes officers stationed at different 
places requisition for most cosily stationery ! Although this is a small 
item, it may bring out a saving of Its. SO.fXM) to Es. 50,000 in the Military 
Depai-tmcnt, and”requires looking into. They sometimes even, 1 am told, 
specify the supply of paiticular lyi)es of stationery, even giving the names 
of the m.-nnifactiirei-s or firms of stationery! Why should the Honourable 
the Finance Member and otiier Momheis on tlte Treasury Benches and 
tlieir respetftive Departments alone talk of conforming to one standard of 
stationery j'-.id use that aloiu' in lln- Government of India, when there is 
all this waste and extravagance on the military side? 

Tlien mv friemi, Mr. .S. t'. ?\Iitra. ilealt in detail with the recommenda- 
tions of the General Purposes Committee of whieh he was such u worthy 
member. I wish to draw the attention of the Hoiisi- to one aspeet of the 
question. 1 gave evidence before his Committee and I pointed out that 
the si?.c f)f llif' SccrotMriat Uio (lovorninont of lodia liatl beyond 

all proportion. Not only is tlur,.* one Honourable Member for each port- 
folio, but there* is a Seeretarv, a Joint St*cretar\ , an Additional Joint Srere- 
tarv, one or two Dcpnly Secretaries, one or two Additional Deputy Secre- 
taries. one or two Tndt'r St'civtaries. and Assistant Secretaries by the 
dozen! What is the real, tans^ihle work of the departments which affords 
any exense for this lingo fillieer-staff*^ Sir, if the departments are put to 
the test of beinj: considered as cfimmercial departnu*nts, T think those 
officers should not at all (*xist. Why. for instance, should tlic Department 
of Tndiistries and Labour, the Department of Education, Health and 
Lands shonkl have the same nniha’m number of officers, of Secretaries, 
Additional Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, Aflditkaial ►Joint Secretarios, 
Deputy Secretaries, Additional Deputy Secretaries as the Finance Depart- 
ment itself? Of course my friend, Afr. Mitra. says that T always have a 
soft corner for the Finance Departmc^nl. due to the? fact that that Depart- 
ment after all handles huge expenditure-problems to the tune of four hundred 
of crores which require careful walchin" and scrutiny, but wdiy should this 
precedent be blindly copied by other departments, which have practically 
no work or work of tlie nature of post office work, one paper p;oing from 
the office Superintendent up to the Assistant Secretary, then to the Under 
Secretary, then to the Deputy Seeretarv, then to the Additional Deputy 
Secretary, then to the Joint Secretary, then to the Secretary, then to the 
Honourable Member marked “H. M.”. rLnughtor.) 

O' T do not wish fo criticise my friend the Homo Member’s 

Department bf‘e«'ui8e the Home Department is above Ood, above Govern- 
ment and above everyth inc. Tf the Home Department makes a roquisi- 
tion on the Tlonournble the Finance Member and says T need such and 
such Secretary for the maintenance of law and order, the poor Finance 
Member cannot help it. He will have to provide finance somehow. But 
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whether the exigencies of law and order really demanded so many addi- 
tional ornaments in the staff of the Home Department, is quite a different 
matter. At present the Cabinet system of administration of the Govern- 
ment of India has no control over the individual Honourable Members of 
the Executive Council. I think the time has come for revision of all these 
as the country is on the verge of ruin and the country has no additional 
money to pay to the Finance Member. The country was expecting that 
in the year 1933 the Honourable the Finance Member would bring forward 
reduction in taxation. Sir, it is high time that these problems are 
faced squarely and fairly, but nobody wants to do so because it is a matter 
of prestige. The Honourable the Finance Member had two Secretaries six 
months ago. Well, it is very nice to have so many Secretaries, but can 
the country bear the expense? Of course, I am ready to concede to the 
Finance Member certain extra staff, because he needs it in order to have 
adequate control of the finances of India. But the other departments 
must reduce their staff. I think some of the departments ought to have 
one Secretary and one Under Secretary and the rest of the officers must 
be taken away. Most of the Superintendents jixmng the reorganisation 
were made Assistant Secretaries. I do not grudge them their new com- 
fortable rooms, new comfortable chairs and salaries, but who pays the 
piper? It is the country that pays and the country cannot stand any more 
this huge burden. This is a matter where the Honourable Member 's very 
touchy, so I ask him to appoint a Retrenchment Committee consisting of 
the three Honourable gentlemen who are sitting now on the Front Treasury 
Bench (namely, Sir George Schuster, Sir George Rainy and Sir James 
Crerar). Let them decide finally what retrenchment should come in 
Secretariat officers. The real cause for this bloated expenditure is that we 
asked for Indians to be taken in in the Secretariat as officers. They have 
none so. but have tliey decreased the number of highest officials in the 
Secretariat? That is the point which must be looked into. Whether it is 
faced by the present Treasury Benches or the future Treasury Benches, it 
has got to be faced. Tlieso Secretariat ornaments should not continue any 
longer. 

Sir. everybody tiiinks that the Secretary of Stale, sitting 6,00(J miles 
away, is a mere post office. It is true that for the latit lew \ears the 
salary of the Secretary of State has come outj of the British exchequer; but 
what about the huge staff that sits in thao dark building known as the 
India Office, where so many people* sit and manufacture scheiius against 
India and against Indian aspirations? Why should these people be paid 
from the Indian tax-payer's money at such a high scale of pay? Indeed^ 
the Socretarv of State's offieo should no longer be a burden on the Indian 
tax-payer. What is the practice in the case of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies? The Colonial Secretariat staff is not paid by Australia or 
the Dominions; it is paid by the British Government. If the Secretary 
of State thinks that he needs all the staff, let that staff be paid by the 
British Government and I will have no quarrel with it. It is the most 
surprising thing indeed that, even after the creation of the High C5om- 
missioner's office, the Secretary of State's office should spend so much 
money. 

Then, my friend Mr. Mitra referred to the case of the Indian Stores 
Department. When this department was created in India, it was expected 
that the Indian Stores Department in London. would be abolished. But then 

9 
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thf. |>]restig6 goes a long way. There was the Auditor in the Secretary of 
State's office and the High Commissioner's office. He does not want to work 
under the instructions from the Auditor General here and the High Com- 
miiBsioners are very, chary to reduce the staff in the London Stores ^Depart- 
ment aiid they have not reduced it at all. I find, however, that this |inxe 
thete is some ' reduction in the office of the High Commissioner, but that 
does not meet the situation. Why should there be duplication of the staff, 
and Mffiy should the Indian High Commissioner have such a big staff, I 
cannot understand. Let the Honourable the Finance Member get the items 
of expenditure that Australia spends on its High Commissioner's department. 
Do they have so many Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, Trade Commis- 
sioners and Assistant Trade Commissioners at London? I think the staff 
should be reduced. It seems to me that there is a conspiracy. When we 
put a man into a post, he wants to build up his department to show that 
he is doing some work, and the staff gets multiplied, but ))oor India cannot 
any more support such extravagances. I think the General Purposes Sub- 
committee made a very mild recommendation regarding the reduction of 
the staff of the Secretary of State and the High Commissioner. There ought 
to be a drastic cut in the case of these two departments. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Mitra did not like to touch the Postal Department. I 
do maintain that every department should be a paying proposition. The 
criticisms that I level against the mal-administration of the railways apply 
equally to the mal-administration of the Postal Department. It is not a 
benevolent society, that the t^tx-paycr should always contribute to pay high 
salarie.s to the staff of the Postal Department. Government must lay 
down the law that the Postal Department should be self-supporting, and 
if the salaries were raised, say, five or six years ago, they must be cut down. 

I shall hear a tirade from my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, who is a labour 
leader, but I do not understand how the Postal employees can called 
labourers. Sir, every commercial department must be self-supporting, and 
if the Postal Department cannot pay its own way, then either the staff 
should be reduced or the salaries should be lowered. Another asy)ect of the 
Postal Department is the vested interests of my friend Sir Henry Gidney 
in the Telegraph ^Department. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Sidney (Nominated Non-Official) : I have no 
vested interests in that department at all 

Mr. B. Das: Now that my friend is so much interesAed in the vested 
interests of railways he has dropped his former love, the Telegraph Depart- 
ment. I am glad that he agrees. that he has no vested interests in the 
Telegraph Department and 1 hope my Honourable friend, Mr. Eyan, will 
see that he will do away with all the favouritism in the Telegraph Depart- 
ment where a certain number of posts are reserved for the members of 
the community to which my Honourable friend Sir Henry Gidney belongs. 
Those posts should now be thrown open to all. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: So they are. 

Mir. B. Das: Then why should the Bombay Office and the Calcutta 
Office have so many posts which must be recruited from a certain com- 
munity, and why should these high salaries He paid to them? 
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Now, I come to the Heport of the Public Works Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, over which my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, sat as the Chairman. 
My friend, Mr. Neogy, who was in a hurry to go to the Round Table 
Conference, finished it in a week. He recommended only the 
reduction of one Superintending Kngineer in the large number of 
mgineering establishments that the Government have got at Delhi. This 
Homing I said, sack the whole lot of the memibers'of the Public Works De- 
partment. Now we have spent 16 to 18 crores on the Delhi capital. What is 
he use of maintaining thia huge staff when there is no necessity at all for it, 
ind even as my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, pointed out, they are not even 
,ble to supply drinking water to 2, (XX) extra souls if they are left here in 
be summer season in Delhi. The former Member for Industries and 
liftbour, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, with whom I used to have tussles on 
he floor of this House used to say that he had reduced the staff in the 
.*ubhc Works Department. T have gone over the list, and I find there 
s very little reduction in the staff. Today the P. W. D. deals with the 
)elhi Province, and they have very little w'ork except to look after the 
iiaintcnance of these buildings. Why then this huge expenditure of a Chief 
engineer, two Superintending Engineers and so many Executive Engineers 
nd so many Assistant Engineers? If I am to formulate a 
chcme, I say, sack the whole lot of officers, including the Superintending 
Engineers and even the Chief Engineer. I do not mind if the whole w’ork 
? d(‘legated to one Superintending Engineer (he may be called the Chief 
jngincor, but his salary should be of the grade of Superintending Engineer) 
D look after the roads Jind buildings of the Delhi Province. Instead of 
aving mierely two Executive Engineers, and a few Assistant Engineers, 
/hat do we find? We find that the Chief Engineer is so hard worked 
lat he has got a Personal Assistant on Rs. l,8fX). He is not recruited 
■oni the Engineering staff, but he has been recruited from the Secretariat 
f my Honourable frieird, the Home* Member’s Department. I do not 
nderstand why a Chief Engineer wants a Personal Assistant who is a 
on-technical man! That is indeed a surprise to me. After looking into 
le administration of all the provinces I find the Chief Engineer, every- 
hcre, has got a Personal Assistaiif who is always an Executive Engineer 
• an Assistant Engineer. 

Mr. H. M. Joshl (Nominated Non-Official): Why an Engineer? 

Mr. B. Das: T must stand for my profession. This non-technical 
ssistant of the Delhi Chief Engineer is paid Rs. 1.8(X). A Superintending 
iigineer who has to preside over the wdiole of the Delhi P. W. D. ought 
' get Rs. 1,800. Why should we continue this extravagance? There is a 
ipcrintending Engineer looking after the Horticultural Department. I 
low every Honourable Member of the Executive Council has got beauti- 
1 gardens and flower beds, but does that justify the poor tax-payer to 
aintain a huge Horticultural Department so that Honourable Members 
onld liave button-holes in their coats? T am not going into detail, but I 
ink my Honourable friend the Finance Member should refer back again 

the P. W. D. Retrenchment Committee this question, because that 
►mmittee has not done adequate justice in that matter and we cannot 
untain such a high salaried staff. The P. W. D. Committee recom- 
mded the abolition of the post of non-technical Assistant but it has not 
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been given effect to. They also recommended the abolition of the post of 
the Eoads Engineer. The contention of the Government is that the Eoads 
Engineer is paid from the funds of the Eoads Commit tee ^ and so we 
should not w’orry our head because the Central revenues will not be 
debited with anv money. That is not the right way of looking at the 
subject. A 9 we'know, my Honourable friend, Mr. Shillidy, made a state- 
ment last session, that owing to the financial insolvency of the Provincial 
Governineiils, Government have decided that the Eoad Fund will be 
utilised for the maintenance and repair of the roads in the province for the 
present. That means that no Eoads Engineer is at present necessary to 
Remain with the Central (jovemnient to look after that Fund, because the 
Roads Committee of this House will allocate that Fund to the Provincial 
Crovernment and they will take it and spend it on repairs and maintenance 
of roads. The Honourable the Finance Member will say that he is expect 
mg the financial solvency of the provinces next year, and so the services 
of a Eoads Engineer is necessary. But T strongly differ from him. There 
is no cii«inc(? of solvency in the near future, and so I feel that the recom- 
mendation of the V. \V. 1). Committee should have been accepted. 

I have indicated certain lines where retrenchment has been very in- 
adequate and I feel that retrenchment- must be adequate — ^not only in the 
salaries paid by the Government of India which are to the tune of 120 
crores and these should be reduced by at least 33 per cent, or 40 per 
cent, but also there should be a complete change in the outlook and in the 
future recruitments. If the Honourable the Finance Member either refers 
to the General Purposes Committee or to any other Committee to look 
into the future scales of salaries, he will do justice not only to himself but 
to the country. I was not a party to the ten per cent, cut as a measure of 
retrenclunont. The Honourable the Finance Meniber was himself Hie 
Chairman of the Retrenchment Committee where we unanimously re- 
commended a graduated scale of cut rising from 3^ to 20 per cent. Un- 
fortunately the Chairman of the Eetrcnchment Committee, though lio 
happened to be the Honourable the. Finance ^Member, was overruled by the 
Government of India and the Government of India, taking the cue from 
the Army Department and the War Office, decided that there should bo no 
cut beyond ten per cent. To pamper and satisfy a few officers today, 
the whole country has been UDade to &uffer. I think a cut of 20 per cent., 
and even higher, was necessary, and today looking into the financial con- 
ditions of the country, a cut of even more than 20 per cent, is all the 
more necessary. T think Government . should look into the matter again 
and there should be even a 30 per cent. out. Another suggestion of 
is that in the case of future recruitment to the services of the Governmenr 
of India and also in the provinces they should not bo paid the same scales 
of salary^ in the future as exist at present. 

lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I have listened very attentively to 
the Mover of this motion .ind I have^ made la close study of the reports 
that have been submitted by the various retrenchment Sub-Committees. 
Eeforring to the last speaker, my Honourable friend, Mr. Das, I do not 
think be sbonod much gratitude to the opposite Benches when otter 
accepting llu Finance Member’s .bouquet he denied him even the wearm? 
of a button -hole. While I listened to th^ Mover of this motion, my mind 
went back to an amusing remark mnde to me by a railway servant shortly 
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after the riiilway report had been submitted. He said, “Sahib, who 
are these Sahibs who are travelling all over India to cut our pay. We 
work the trains in which they travel; they get their daily allowance and 
their travelling allowance out of our taxes and they now want to cut our 
pay’*, and with a coy smile he added, “Do you think it would be wrong 
if we removed hsh plates from the rails and derailed the train in which 
they travel?’*. This remark was made in jest but I must congratulate 
the Retrenchment Sub -Committee on having so far had a safe journey 
all over India. 

Mr, B. Das: So, the Honourable Member is in conspiracy with the 
railway employees for the purpose of removing fish plates. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Apparently 1 but the Honourable 
Member’s life is quite safe, Sir 1 1 really do not understand what is behind 

this motion. As far as 1 am concerned, I am prepared to accept and 
stand by the sobriquet given to me by the Honourable the Finance Member. 

In Ijis Budget speech ho called me a whole-hogger; I frankly admit I am 
a whole-hogger because I am dead against retrenchment as advocated by 
the various Retrenchment Sub-Committees. On close examination of the 
work of tlicse Retrenchment Committees I feel I can aptly describe them 
as itinerating hydra-headed cobras roaming over the country putting their 
stings into the purse of every employee and in emptying them shouting 
‘'Down, down with the public servant and save the public’*. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association : Indian Comxnerce) : 
That’s a mixed metaphor. 

Lieut.-Golonel Sir Henry Gidney: My interrupter can have the metaphor 
if it is suitable; if it is not, he can have the mixture. He can 
please himself, but I shall be pleased if he will nqt interrupt me again. 
Sir. let us look at the composition of the General Purposes Retrenchment 
Sub-Committee ; there was not a single workman on it. I believe it 
consisted mainly of legal men. If the gentlemen who formed the Sub- 
Committees had belonged to the working classes and bad their pay re- 
trenched as they have advocated, I wonder what speeches we would have 
heard from them today. Sir, I was co-opted as a member of two of these 
Committees, “Railways’* and the “Army *. But I am glad I did not help to 
cut the wages of the lower paid employee. My intention in joining these 
Committees was to operate as a dose of anti-vinine so as to be an antidote 
to the poisonous# effects of these hydra-headed reptiles. In my efforts I 
also supported many of the points to which my Honourable friend Mr. 
Mitra referred, particularly to adequate retrenchment of higher paid 
appointments and also to what my friend Mr. Das demanded, namely, that 
these Rotrenchrnont Committees should in addition have undertaken the, 
task of revising the new scales of salaries for new entrants. My conflict 
with him is that they should not have retrenched the salaries of present 
employees. I have often wondered. Sir, what the legal members of these 
Hetrenchment Committees would have done if a Government had issued 
an ordinance retrenching their incomes by limiting their legal fees to 
Hs. 50 a case or per diem. I feel sure they would have been up in arms 
at once, boycotted law courts and raised their voices in loud protest even 
as I am doing today. What I cannot understand. Sir, is why the Finance 
Member ever consented to the creation of these retrenchment monsters 
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and further why he has been a party to the ruthless application of their 
retrenchment axe. He asked for these Committees and he is now faced 
with their impossible demands, some of which are impossible of acceptance, 
while others, if accepted, will be against the ordinary canons of justice 
and vested rights and interests. Does he not realise, or is he blind to 
the hand writing on the wall that by this ruthless retrenchment he was 
creating a very serious labour unrest all over the country? Surely the 
Eailw’ay Department, surely the Finance Member and surely the 
members of tliese Eetrencliment Committees are not absolutely blind to 
what is happening among labourers in India today? Again surely it does 
not need any great persuasion from me to. show Government that the 
Eailways are today, seething with discontent and unrest and by this ruth- 
less application of the retrenchment axe they are simply driving them to 
open revolt. Does Government desire to extend this unrest to other De- 
partments as the Telegraphs and Customs? I would be the last man to 
countenance or encourage any such policy on the part of any employee or 
association or union protecting their interests. But there is a limit to 
the hardships these employees can stand, and surely Government is not 
blind to that fact. The Finance Member has made a definite statement 
that this 10 per cent, cut will be restored on a certain date next year. 

I only hope this promise will be carried out. Sir. I said just now that I 
agreed with what Wend Mr. Das said that these Eetrenchment Com- 
mittees would have served a more useful purpose if they had devoted 
their energies to establishing new rates of pay for now entrants and even 
creating new grades and new Departments for future employees instead 
of cutting down the salaries of subordinates. Certainly have new rates 
of pay for new entrants but why harm those wlio arc already serving yon, 
and serving you well and faithfully. I warn the Government to stop this 
poliev before it is too late. Sir, in this epidemic of retrenchment which 
has infected these various Retrenchment Committees, both the Govern- 
ment o^^d these Committees liave forgotten one very important point and 
that is this. Broadly speaking, one can divide all forms of labour into 
two categories. The first category includes the labourer who gets a svib- 
stantive or grade pay wn'th nothing else or may be a few minor allowances 
as house allowance. He may work for 4 or 6 or 8 hours; still he gets 
his full pay and no allowance or very fevr. If he w'orks overtime or under- 
time he gets nothing more nor less than this pay. These employees are 
to be found in the Government of India and Provincial Government offices 
and other such ministerial jippointments. In the second category 
those employees who receive a basic pay but a basic pay which is calculated 
or which is assessed according to the nature of work and the hours of work 
performed.^ Anything over tlia^ contracted period is called overtime and 
this is variously calculated and valued according to mileage or over hours 
^spent on labour which is geneially obtained at the sweat of a man's brow 
and by depriving him of hours of rest or leisure. That, Sir, is called 
overtime*'. These are the two different, classes of labourers. I ask Gov- 
ernment and I ask the Eetrenchment Sub-Committees, can they or should 
^ey treat these two classes of employees alike in their retrenchments? 
^ey cannot and yet this is exactly what they are doing with the result 
that such eicployeos as overtime workers on Eailways, Customs, Tdc- 
g*aph8, etc., are being piGre seriously retrenched than other employees. 
By working overtime Govermnent is saved the employment of additional 
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staff at a higher cost. But what have these Betrenchment Committee’s 
done? Those employees who have a lower basic pay and who depend for 
a decent wage oh their extra pay earned by overtime •at the expense of 
their health are the very mem who have been most retrenched and suffer 
the severest. Sir, in previous speeches I dealt at length with the Railways. 

I do not propose again to refer to them except to say I entirely agree 
with my Honourable friends, JDr. Ziauddin Ahmad and Mr. Das, ‘in that 
strategic Railways should be debited to military estimates and not to 
general railways. 

I desire now to deal with one or two of the many departments referred 
to by the Mover. The Opposition Benches have accused me of having 
a very large heart. I admit quite frankly. Sir, that I have got a very 
large heart for the oppressed and retrenched workmen; and however much 
my Honourable friends, Mr. Mitra and Mr. Pas, may point the finger 
of scorn and ridicule and even attempt to ridicule that loyal and patriotic 
little band of Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European w’orkmen who have 
.for centuries served India so w^ell, for that scorn, for that satire and 
for that ingratitude I return a smile and say — ^I thank you for nothing 
but 1 am happy in the conviction that I have served India well, may be 
better than the Honourable Member, but I desire to tell him 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member has got into 
tlie habit of addressing the Opposition instead of addressing the Chair. 

Lieut«-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I beg your pardon, Sir. but I was 
endeavouring to address it through you. 

Certain remarks have been made about the Telegraphs. The Tele- 
graphs certainly deeply concern the community which I represent here 
and I do think the Telegraphs have been very hard hit. I may inform 
my Honourable friends that the hardest hit employees in the Telegraphs 
arc certainly members of the Anglo-Indian community who as ta result of 
years of hard, lionest and efficient labour are today iu appointments- 
drawing fairly high salaries miost of which appointments the Posts and 
Telegraph Retrenchment Sub-Committee has axed. I need hardly refer 
to the serious prejudicial effect recent competitive entrance examina- 
tion into this Department has already had on Anglo-Indian recruitment. 
But I am not crying over that. I will leave the Telegraphs alone and 
deal with the Customs. 

I regret to note that my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra never refers to 
any retrenchment measures wutjiout thickly tincturing his remarks with 
sonie sarcasm aimed directly to the comniunity I have the honour to 
represent, f cannot* understand why he does this and w'hy he should 
alw'^ays refer to the Anglo-Indian community in these biting and bitter 
terms. To him, the w’ord “Anglo-Indian” is an anathema. But, Sir, 
let xne tell this House that till. a few years ago the entire Custoxns Pre- 
ventive Seryice vas exclusivelv mapned by Anglo-Indians and Pomiciled 
Ejiropeans who by their loyalty, honesty and devotion to their service 
have sp developed the Department, that today it annually supplies to the 
Qoyernment Treasu):^ from .30 to 40 crores of rupees — almost the cost 
of the Army in Jn4ia an4 certainly more than the cost of maintaining the 
entire Goverijment adniinistrative staff. Sir, that is the Department whose 
interests I am trying to defend ani protect in this House against the 
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Hetrenchment demands made. Sir, certain charges have be.en made hy 
previous speakers against Government, and if you remember, Sir, when 
I spoke on the Railways I also made certain charges against Railway 
administrations. I then absolved the Railway Board from any blame, but 
I did blame the Railway administrations. I think every Member of this 
House will agree with me when I say that the Court of Inquiry report 
now in our hands has substantiated those charges. It has proved beyond 
doubt that the Railway administrations do not carry out the instructions 
of the Railway Board. I levy the same charges against the Heads of 
certain other Depai'tmonts of the Government of India. I will take up 
only one out of many points raised by the Mover — “Superannuation". 
Sir, superannuation as it is put in Government's order of priority of 
retrenchment takes the last place. Superannuation as it is put into 
practice takes no place. There are many instances today of Government 
servants who have served far beyond the superannuation age but who for 
varying reasons are being kept on. The Custom^ is one of the Departments 
that is guilty of this disobedience of Government instructions. Why even 
today in the Calcutta Customs servants are being kept on beyond 55 years 
of age, while yoking men are being retrenched. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Do they belong to any particular community? 

Lleut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: The Customs, today, as the House 
will no doubt be aware, is being recruited on very liberal lines#, two Indians 
to one non-Indian recruit and there is no communal preference shown at 
all — Sir, I think that answers my friend's question. But the Customs 
Department in recent years has had additional responsibility thrown on 
their shoulders. Take the port of Calcutta for instance. It has recently 
been very much enlarged. Again one of the chief duties of Customs 
preventive officers is to prevent the smuggling of arms and drugs — a very 
responsible duty indeed — one which cannot be adequately assessed in 
terms of Rs. as. pies. Another duty that has been imposed on them is 
heavy work associated with the constant changes of rates and tariffs. 
Now my friend, Mr. Mitra, reading from the report of the General Pur- 
pos#es Retrenchment Sub-Committee regarding the Customis Department, 
said that these Preventive Officers were overpaid; and in support of the 
retrenchment recommended of 50 per cent, of the overtime, said that 
formerly these Officers were originally recruited from the Police Depart- 
ment and as Ihe Police of Calcutta were not in receipt of such liberal 
overtime he saw no reason why the Customs should get it. I am surprised 
at that line of argument. To argue that because the Calcutta Police have 
no overtime the Customs must today be deprived of a vested right it has 
enjoyed for years is to say the least, reductio-ad-abaurdum. Does the 
Retrenchment Committee realise that this is a vested right of this Depart- 
mdht, that- the money is earned at the sweat of the brow and loss# of rest 
and injury to health, that these employees have been engaged on the 
terms that they will receive overtime and to deprive them of this right 
would be a break of contract? Does it not realise that while the Customs 
is a revenue -earning Department, the Police is a money-spending Depart- 
ment? Did the Retrenchment Sub-Committee forget the indisputable fact 
that of all Departments of Government the Customs is the one that supplies 
the major part of its revenue? To come nearer home it is the means of 
giving each one of us our halting allowance of Rs. 20 a day and^ the 
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1 3/5 first class travelling allowances we get to attend this House. 
"The Customs Department is the bank which supplies the finances of the 
present Government and the new Federal Government to be. Deprive the 
Government of this source of revenue and where are you? In the sea. 
Buin this Department and the finances of your new Federal Government 
will be killed. And yet- the Customs is the one Department that has been 
so hotly attacked by the Mover and the Retrenchment Committee. This 
is surely killing the goose that lays the golden egg and cutting one's nose 
to spite one's face. I call this suicidal retrenchment — not beneficial and 
T cannot find strong enough language with which to condemn it wholesale. 
Sir, let mo tell this House a few home truths about this overtime on which 
the Retrenchment Committee is remarkably silent. Owning to world wide 
trade depression and from 1927-28 this overtime has considerably reduced, 
till today it is 44 per cent, of what it was before. I ask members of the 
General Purposes Retrenchment Committee to remember this fact and 
I challenge them to deny it. In addition these officers have suffered 
10 per cent, of their pay as also 10. per cent, reduction of the staff. I now 
want to ask where does the overtime come from? It comes from the 
merchants of the por^ of Calcutta. Who receives this overtime? The 
answ'er is it is shared between Government and these Customs officers. 


Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : No 
Government do not get anything. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I am open to correction, but I will 
take the correction from the official Benches — not from you, Sir, as Chair- 
man of the General Purposes Sub-Committee. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Take your lead and inspiration also from there. 

Lisut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, I refuse that invitation for I 
should then be misled. I do not want to weary the House with figures — 
which prove that wdiereas in the year 1927-28 the total overtime earned by 
Uhs Service — and which I again say subject to correction is shared between 
the men and the Government — was Rs. 3,46,123, in 1931-32 it amounts to 
Rs. 1,89,26(1 — a reduction of 44 per cent. What has been the result? The 
result is that the men have been deprived of nearly half their overtime. 
Furthermore a staff depleted by 10 per cent, is called upon to work over 
hours. May be all night at a return of 44 per cent, overtime less than 
normal times and less iO per cent, in salary and on the top of this the Re- 
trenchment Committee demands a further 50 per cent, less overtime. And 
what is happening today in this Department 1 These imderpaid men, over- 
burdened with the high cost of living and education of their children, 
as also a reduction in imifonn allowance and increased income-tax 
today flocking for financial help from the mutual help association, co- 
operative society, etc., and so arc sinking deeper and deeper in debt. 
Sir, I submit if you attack the chief revenue-earning department of the 
Government of India with this severe measure of retrenchment, you will 
not only throw open the door to corruption, but what is more serious, 
reduce the morale of the Department. Does the House desire this? 
Po Government court this? In my opinion if there is one Department 
in the Government of India that should not have been touched bv the 
retrenchment axe it is the Customs Department. May I also tell the 
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^QU8e that there is no difference in pay between the various commumties 
e^ipljQyed in this Department. They are all on the seme basic pay. And 
sp I am not appealing on behalf of my community only. I am speaking' 
for a Department that today recruits two Indians to one Anglo-Indian. 
One word more before I sit down. What are the advantages of this system 
of paying overtime to these officers. Let me tell you. By the merchants 
paying these men overtime Government is saved the expense of engaging 
additional larger staff which would otherwise be necessary. Again the fees 
that are received from merchants have saved this expense to Government, 
otherwise Government w’oiild have had to pay them and finally this over- 
time is earned at a loss of rest and leisure to the workmen. 

Sir, when I began my speech I said 1 was a whole-hogger. I will end 
by saying that I hope I have proved myself a super-wholehogger. Sir, 
i am absolutely against any retrenchments whatever. I am certainly in 
favour of reducing expenditure by forming a Committee to initiate new 
grades and new rates of pay for new entrants. I certainly do think there 
are a number of appointments which are in receipt of high salaries. 
Retrench those. I am also in favour of setting up a Committee to con- 
sider retrenchment of even tlie Lee concessions. I do not care what else 
you do; but I do state this, that this House is wrong in indulging in a 
campaign of ruthless retrenchment of its public servants and so saving 
the public. There arc one or tw'o other points to which I shall refer 
before I sit dowm. 

My friend Mr. Mitra talked about the Indian Medical Service. May I 
tell members of that Retrenchment Committee that the question of health 
before wealth is a very good motto for them to practise and follow. The 
retrenchment suggested in the field of medicine and public health is to 
my mind almost impossible. For after all, surely members of that Com- 
mittee have noticed that for the last ten years the expenditure on medicine 
and sanitation has been reduced to a dangerous degree in India. No 
Government and no country that desires to advance on scientific lines 
and to improve the country's health, especially the prevention of spreading 
epidemic diseases, can work without an efficient medical and health depart- 
ment and this means adequate money or hands off by the Retrenchment 
Committee. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: But it is a transferred provincial subject. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: I do not desire to refer to any 

department. My friend Mr. Mitra has done that. My one desire has been 
to defend the Customs Preventive Service against the cruel, unjust and 
inhuman retrenchments recommended by the General Purposes Sub-Com- 
mittee. I hope I have proved my points to this House and that the 
Government will not bow’ to these retrenchment demands. Sir, I oppose 
this Motion. 

The Honourable KhM Bahadur Mian Sir TaxM-H^saln (Member for 
Education. Health and Lands.): SSr, there has been such a great deal 
of talk about retrenchment that it is worth the while of the House to 
hear an aspect C'f this problem v/hich, so far as I know, has not been pi*® 
sented to the Hf>r.se up till now. *We who have to ^minister the various^ 
departments of the Government have been a long-suffering people. Ooo 
of our colleagues, the gentleman on my left, has long been known' ns the 
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watch-dog of the State finances. Since the financial stringency, he has 
developed into a wolf, and we really have a real bad time with him. Our 
only protection against his wolf-like habits was the threat we held out to 
^lim, “Here are the non-offiicial Members of the House; they want to know 
what we are doing in the interests of the beneficent departments". What 
we are doing to keep the status of India high up in the civilized world? 
Sir, as luck would have it, Honourable Members of the House agreed to 
the Honourable the Finance jMember’s suggestion of forming themselves 
into a Committee. I never thought last year that that Committee would 
bring so much trouble to lis. (Laughter.) I do not know whether the 
House is familiar with one of the numerous Committees this Committee 
divided itself into, but there was one that I came across very often, and that 
was the General Purposes Sub-Committee. What its purposes were, I do 
not know, except that it has left hardly any work for me to do. I seldom 
opened a ]>amphlet published by this Committee, — and it issued very 
many, — without seeing that some activity or other vras curtailed. I 
wonder whether any lietrenchment Committee will be functioning 
next year to see to what extent money has been spent by this Committee, 
but I assure you there is hardly any activity of the Government of India’s 
beneficent departments which has not been most ruthlessly attacked by my 
own people, the non-official Members of the House. And I have no" pro- 
tection now — enemies to rny left — enemies to my right. {An Honourable 
Mrmhrr: “Not in front?") Now, take a very simple thing, a thing that 
did not cost very much. I will give the House by way of illustration the 
department which came into being only recently, the Department of 
Archaeology, That is the one Department, Sir, in which India in the East 
and even in the civilized world including the West can hold its own and 
contribute to the knowledge of the pa.st. Now, w’hat did the Retrenchment 
Committee say? They said, “We do not want any exploration, we do not 
want any work whatsoever to be done". Not only that, they said, 
“You must stop the work that has already been done and not let the work 
already done be made available to the Indian public and the civilized 
world". Now, Sir, knowing the futility of one Member standing against 
his own, a colleague on one side and his omi constituents so to speak on 
the otlier, I had no option but to bow my bead to this decisioji of the 
General Purposes Committee. If my own colleague was a wolf, there was 
a band of wolves much more bloodthirsty (Laughter), but I put a limit 
to it when they said that not only that no work should go on but that 
the work already done should not be written in order to be presented to 
India and made available to the world. That is the one charge that has 
been brought against me this morning. Wliy did I not, so to speak, 
throw into the* waste-paper basket all the knowledge collected during the 
last 20 years hy its officer who is retiring, and why did I dare to say that 
that man should record and publish those things? Well, Sir, it took me 
some days to meet him even in that matter. I assure tlie House that 
those were not pleasant negotiations into which I entered with the officer 
who was preparing that material and with whom, on behalf of this House 
and the Government, we had entered into a contract. It will perhaps 
satisfy the House, whatever it may have cost me, to know that a part, of 
the payment has been deferred till such time as those books which he 
produces are sold and the Royalty obtained which goes to liquidate his 
claim against Government. I trust the General Piu'poses Committee or 
any other purposes committee that may be constituted, Sir, in the future 
will not be so hard on the departments which really do something towards 
raising the dignity and status of this counW in the civilized world. 
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Then, Sir, there was research work being conducted in India in the 
Porest Department, in the IVIcdical Department and in the Public Health 
Department. The General Purposes Committee does not believe in the 
purposes of research at all. (Laughter.) It is a luxury which must b© 
given up because we are hard up, nor have they spared research in agri- 
culture. Grants under all heads have been practically withdrawn or 
reduced to a figure extremely low. Well, there again it only shows how 
the same thing can be looked at from different aspects or from different 
points of view. Those of us who place before themselves retrenchment 
as a sort of God or Goddess, whatever you may like to call it, lose, all 
balance of mind in the matter of what is right and what is wrong. We 
have on this side of the TTouse heard a great deal from Honourable Members 
opposite who consider that every order passed by us for expenditure 
incurred by us is nothing else but sheer extravagance indulged in with 
the sole object of squandering the treasures of the country. Well, Sir, 
it would perhaps be equally correct for me to say that every axe struck 
at the root of this departincnt had but one object, and that was to kill 
the beneficent activities that this Government has been carrying on. T 
trust Honourable Members will forgive me if T speak with some feeling 
on the subject, but having entered under the reforms the British Govern- 
ment in a province with the sole object of doing what T could in the matter 
of beneficent departments, T could not but resent these activities of the 
General Purposes Committee when I had accidentally found myself to 
be a victim of their fanaticism. 


Then, Sir, not only researches have been more or less successfully 
killed for the time being, but other departments like the Survey of India 
have been reduced to very nearly half in point of expenditure, and what 
is more, today I understand a more serious charge has been brought against 
my Department that while tlicy thought that this cut would get rid of 
people of all communities, by some device T have kept the English and 
the Anglo Indians and only done away with the Indians. W^ell, Sir. I 
confess 1 had not seen the figures till now, because I thought that this 
sort of criticism was the peculiar preserve of communal vernacular news- 
papers. But since on the floor of this House this very serious charge has 
been made, T assure the House that it is not well founded. On the other 
hand, only this morning I got a representation from an officer, who from 
his name appears to be certainly neither Hindu nor Muslim, so prcsumably 
either ho was a European or an Anglo-Indian, saying that he has been 
unlawfully axed by my department. The statistics which I have been 
able to get within the last few hours show that retrenchment has by no 
means been limited to Indians. In tlie higher grades only Europeans — • 
and it is only in the liighcr grades that they generally are — have been 
retrenched. That was due to the fact that there were no Indians in higher 
grades, but it is enough to refer to this fact to assure the House that 
the allegation made on this subject is not well founded. 


Then, fimongst other recommendations, one was to the effect that 
there should be no Council of Agricultural Besearch Secretariat, that as a 
septate d^artmf^nt it should cease to exist, and that it should be combined 
with the Department of Education, Health and Lands, as was the case 
^ enter into the merits or demerits of that controversy, 
not of mv the House to remember that the department was 

n, and therefore there is not the very human tendency 
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cf supporting what one has done, but it was the result of the recommenda- 
tions of another Committee like the General Purposes Committee, called 
by a different name — the Eoyal Commission on Agriculture, it also worked 
for a long time and also produced as many big volumes as the General 
Purposes Committee have produced small ones. But I trust that Hon- 
ourable Members will not think that the Eoyal Commission on Agriculture, 
ivhose recommendation on the subj«l was accepted by the Government of 
the day, and I believe was generally approved by the House — that when 
this department was a baby of about three years standing 1 should be 
called on to slaughter that infant without having given it a chance to 
shew what it could do, I trust that in not having committed infanticide, 

I have not done anything of which the House disapproves. (Applause.) 

Sir Abdur Rahim: The Honourable Member who spoke last has com- 
plained of the wolves in his own Government and of the wolves on this 
side of the House. Sir, if he only bore in mind under what circumstances 
we took up this task, he would have realised who are the real wolves and • 
the real victims. The victims are the people of the countr}', and we wanted 
to save the people of the country from absolute ruin. The Grovc^mment 
of India, or any Government which has control of the revenues of a country, 
has to be economical in the expenditure on themselves. My Honourable 
friend has been away from India for some time, and I am not sure that 
lie is quite up to dale in his information. I think he has been misled, 
if he will allow me to say so. as regards some of the points which ho 
wanted to make bjsfore us. The General Purposes Sub-Committee had 
t(» deal with a very large number of subjects, including the subjects in 
the charge of the Honourable Member. If the Honourable Member had 
carefully read the Eeport and had the time to do so, he would have found 
that throughout our deliberations we have been most anx’ous not to 
cripple in any way the activities of the scientific or educational depart- 
rnenls. This is expressly laid down in our Etqx^it in the very introduction, 
and we stuck to that throughout. If there have in fact been retrench- 
ments in education or research beyond our Eeport. then in that case it 
is not the (u*m*ral I’urposes Sub-Committeo that ought to be taken to 
task. One point specially I ought to mention, and that is tlie Council 
of Agricultural Eesearch. We never recommended that that Council should 
be done away with. On the other hand, we had to resist a great deal of 
pressure put upon us to abolish that Council. We recommended that 
flu Council should be retained and should be allowed to carry on its work 
according to the Eeport of the Eoyal Commission. T do not know who 
gavt', information to a contrary effect to the Honourable Member, but that 
is the. fact. T think the Honourable. Member was mixing up the Council 
of Agricultural Eesearch with the Agricultural Department. That is a 

different story. It is not the Council of 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: I quito 
understand. » 

Sir Abdur Rahim: It is not the Council of Agricultural Eesearch that 
Vr'c wanted in any way to abolish or whose operation we wanted to 
curtail. On the" other hand, we give it our fullest support. All 
that wo wanted to see was that there was no reduplication of 
work and that there was no employment of imnecessary staff simply 
because they are called experts. When the Honourable Member in charge 
of the department haa at his command a number of experts in the pro- 
vinces, for instance in Puss, when he has got under his disposal, to give 
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him advice, a large number ef experts, a well paid and highly qualified' 
staff, we thought that under the circumstances it was not necessary, when 
the finances of the country were in such straits, to have an uimecessary 
staff again at the headquarters. Then, as regards medical and health, 
we have been extremely anxious, quite as anxious as the Honourable 
Member for Education, that any legitimate activity of Government in the 
cause of sanitation and health should not suffer. Biut we found that at 
the headquarters we have an unnecessarily large staff, which could not be 
justified in these hard times. Eor instance, we know that the Indian 
Medical Service is primarily recruited for the Army, and in the Army 
itself we have officer who, among his other duties, has the supervision of 
the medical services. This is what the department itself admits : 

“It will be seen that as stilted by the Department of Education, Health iiid Lands 
•only a portion of the Director General’s work is done for the civil authorities’,’’ 

We say in our Report : 

“I'he I. M. S. and I. M. D. are essentially military services. The expenditure 
on the Medical Store Depots anil their profits are found among the Army Estimates. 
The principal minor administrations North-West Frontier Province, Baluchistan, 

Ajmer-Merwara) have their own CHiief Medical CMkers. 'J'he State Railways have 
just reorganised their own medical airangeincnts.** 

We therefore came to the conclusion, which was amply justified by the 
evidence and the facts that we had before us, that it >^'as minecessary to 
retain such a highly paid staff at the headquarters of the civil depart- 
ment, when you have a fully organised department in the Army as well. 
But at the same time we were careful to lay down that the (lovernment 
of India should have «at their command competent medical advice on 
questions of sanitation and tlie like. We simply wanted to reduce un- 
necessary expenditure. Now, as regards the Medical Kesearch Fund, 
evidence was given before ns that no less than oO lakhs was there in the 
Fund for promoting research, and we had evidence from wliich we drew 
the conclusion that under those circimistances it was not necessary during 
these times of stringency for the Government to make any annual con- 
tribution. Then as regards Archeeclogy, the chief complaint of my Hon- 
onurabie friend opposite seems to be that we have recomru€*ndcd the 
abolition of the post of Sir John Marshall whose* servicers have been 
requisitioned after he had retired in order to write. i\ bof)k i>n Cf*rtain 
explorations. Sir John Marshall had been in the service of the Govern- 
ment of India for a very long time, 28 years, and it wnn expected that 
during this long term of office lie would have been in a position to publish 
the results of his own work and the work of his department. We were 
also satisfied that, whatever publication was necessary in order U) give 
information to the world as regards the archseological finds in India, the 
depaid^ment was not without men in order to carry out such duties. Again, 
the terms on which Sir John Marshall had been rc-engaged wore extremely 
onerous, and Wt* thought that in the interests of economy the requisi- 
tioning of his service after his time )iad expired was not justified. As I 
began by saying, we hesitated a groat deal in making recommendations 
which would in any way impair tlie beneficient activities of the OovQmment, 
for we have always been championF. of the cause of such activities and if 
the colleagues of niy Honourable friend have gone beyond our recom- 
mendations we cannot be blamed for that and I am sure Sir George 
Schuster will be able to reply to any such criticism. ^ 
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Now, I come to something that was said by Sir tlehiy Gidney regard- 
ing the Customs. He said, “Touch whatever department you like but do 
not touch the Customs’*. 

Xr. Gaya Prasad Singh (^luzaflarpur cum Champaran : Non-Muham- 
madan): Because there are Anglo-Indians there? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: The Honourable Member did not say so, and I am 
not going to impute any such motive, though what the peculiarity of the 
Customs Department is in this respect it is difficult to understand. All 
that he said was that it earns revenue. Therefore am I to take it that 
you can overstaff the department as much as you like? After all if that 
department is earning revenue, it is fmm the public and for the public. 

It is not for themselves. If there is overstaffing of the Customs Depart- 
ment and if the men are overpaid, it was the duty of this Committee, as 
a Committee of this House, to investigate the matter and make such re* 
(‘ommendations as might seem proj)er. He was specially excited Over 
the question of overtime allowances. We affirm our conviction that these 
allowances, which amount to no less a sutu than 12 lakhs of rupees, could 
not be justified. The position as regards overtime allowances is this. 
These gentlemen are employed in the (’ustoms Department for clearing 
cargoes and duties of that kind. They are wholetime servants of Govern- 
ment just as much as policemen, Magistrates and Judges and Members 
of the Executive Council. 

Ueut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Do they work 24 hours? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: There are many officials who have to work much 
more than their allotted official hours and they do not claim any extra re- 
imineration for that. I do not know how this system of overtime pay- 
ments came in. 1 could quite undersland the case for overtime allow- 
Mnees if the (contract with these men was that they were to work only 
certain limited hours and no more. If as a matter of fact these overtime 
allowances were justified hy a special contract with these men, the Com- 
mittee would have applied to them the gei.era] principle which they had 
laid down, namely, that the terms of any contract should not be affected. 

12 lakhs of rupees is a very large sum in these days, and to make a pre- 
sent of this sum to a certain class of Government servants, we thought, 
would not be justified. But having regard to the fact that the practice 
has been prevalent for some little time, wc recommended that 50 per cent, 
should bo deducted. One Honourable Member, Mr. Bamsay Scott, a 
Member of this Committee, thought that 25 per cent, would be a proper 
retrenchment to begin with hut the Government have accepted only 10 

4pm cent. We are still of the opinion that these ovei’time pay- ^ 

ments, which amount to such a heaw charge, are not justi- 
apfl. (Lienfcnanf-Coloiiel Sir Ileurij Gi^nry: “Then do you propose to 
^top them for the railways too? Just, try thia“.) 

Sir, ns regards the Posts and Telegraphs, T am not in a position to say 
anything. Tliose Members of the House who have dealt with the subject 
''jdl be in a position to deal with that Department. T hm afraid. Sir, T have 
already taken more time than T had intended in order to deal with the 
joneral principles on which we have based our recommendations. One 
thing we must make clonr t6 the House. Wo have felt, and felt very 
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keenly, as keenly as the Honourable the Finance Member himself, that 
the financial position to which this country has been reduced from various 
causes is such that the expense of the '‘government” should be reduced 
to the minimum for carrying out its duties compatibly with reasonable 
efi&ciency ; and we felt that if that could be done, the difficulty of balancing 
the Budget would be far less than it is at present. If the expenses of 
the Government of India could be reduced to that minimum, then in that 
case there would be less of that crushing burden of taxation which at 
present is interfering with the industrial development of the country and 
cutting at the very root of the economic resources of India. Sir, we 
further felt, and felt very keenly, as keenly as Sir Henry Gidney, that 
many men would have to be thrown out of employment. We felt that. 
As a" matter of fact not onlv men of his community but many more men 
of the Indian community, we fully expected, would be thrown out of 
employment. That was a hardship 'which from the very beginning we had 
in mind, and we laid it down that our recommendations must be subject 
to giving the men that have to be thrown out of employment, through no 
fault of their own, ample compensation so that there might be as little 
hardship as possible. Sir, we are not satisfied that in the case of such men 
sufficient compensation has been given, and we would press the matter on 
the attention of the Government so that they may receive proper com- 
pensation. 

Now, Sir, there are one or two more matters which I wish to mention, 
and one of them is this. T find ^hat even the recommendations of our 
second lieport have not l)een fully considered by the Government. As 
regards the third Tloport rather our recommendation as to the third batch 
of the Demands which wc* had to deal with, the Eeport could not be got 
ready in time, but wo gave the Honourable the Finance Member, as h(' 
desired, a summary' of our recommendations, with a brief statement of the 
reasons in support ol the more important recommendations. That was all 
that w ‘ cor.ld within the time at our disposal do, and Mr. Nixon, who 
was the representative of the Finance on our Snh-Commiltoo, \vas present 
throughout the discussions and we Avere in fact satisfied from what lie said 
that he would supply the lTonoura])le the Finance Member with all tho 
information that was necessary in order to make our recommendations in- 
telligible. Sir, we consider that there is much room for retrenchment in 
the higher staff of the Government of India; none of us have any doubt on 
that point; I shall give one instance here — the case, for instance, of the 
President of the Council of State. Wo had evidence whicli showed Ihnt 
the duties required of that office are of such a eharactor that the Govern' 
ment w’ere not justified in incurring tl)e charge of the payment of a iiigh 
salary throughout the year. (Mr, C. C. BiRwaf^: “Bs. 50,t)00 for less than 
50 hours!”) Yes, that T believe accurately represents the position. May 
*T ask the Government if a state of things like that can be justified when 
the finances of an extremely poor country like India are in this difficult and 
precarious plight? Now we have made that recommendation, and wt alsa 
suggest'^’d an alternative, a perfectly reasonable alternative, according tc 
which, if accepted by the Government, the duties of the office of President 
of the Council of State can be discharged without any extra cost wdinterer 
to the Government. That is still under consideration we believe and 
T do hope the Honourable the Finance Member and his colleagues will see 
their way to giving proper effect to our recommendation in this respect 
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■ Now, take another case, — that of the Public Services Commission. 
The Members of that Commission are a very well-paid body of men, each 
Member getting Bs. 3,500 a month, tlie President getting Rs. 5,000 a 
month — and we had unanimous evidence from them in reply to our 
questionnaire, showing that 3 members, which w^as our suggestion, would 
1)0 quite adequate for discharging the duties entrusted to that Commis- 
sion. We therefore niade a strong recommendation to that effect. (Mr. 

(\ a, lUstcas: “3t is an asylum for infirm children**.) Jhit so far that 
matter also has not been disposed of. We thought, having regard to the 
evidence given by Sir Ross Barker before us and the unanimous report 
of the Commission itself, that there would be no difficulty on the part of 
Govornment .in accepting our recommendation; and wc hope no further 
lime will Ixi lost by (lovernment in giving effect to the recommendation 
\ve made in this connection. Sir, the small volumes or big volumes which 
\,e had to write in the discharge of our duties as members of this Com- 
mittee have been circulated to Honourable Members of this House, and 
I presume they have luid the time to go through them. The Government 
have also circulated a summary of the results of the retrenchment opera- 
tions in the civil and the military departments, and Honourable Members 
will SCO for themsclve.s how far effect has been given to our recommenda- 
tions. So far as the recommendations of the General Purposes Sub-Com- 
mittee are concerned, Government up to now have I believe been able to 
give effect to our recommendations to the extent of about 50 per cent, or 
so; T believe T am correct. We recommended that the expenditure of the 
departments should be reduced by Rs. 4 crores 23 lakhs, and so far as I 
gather from the information supplied to us, Government have accepted 
about Rs. 2 crores 40 lakhs of retrenchment. T am not taking the other 
departments but coufining myself to the field covered by the General 
Purposes Committee. I think it amounts to about that. We are satisfied 
tliat the Honourable the Finance ^fember will do all that he can to see 
that the recommendations which those Sub-Committees have made should 
he carried out as closely as possible. 

T wish to say, Sir, one word more, .’iiid that is with regard to the quea- 
nnsed as to the dismi.ssnl or discharge of the employees 
of different communities. We bore this fact in mind as it is one of the 
most important questions that is troubling the country and the Government 
and wo therefore in the very beginning made our recommendation that in 
carrying out retrenchment Government should bear in mind the principles 
whu.h they have, laid down regarding the composition of the services. That 
IS to say, we have recommended that the policy of Tndianiaation should not 
•H> effected in any way so far as it can be helped and. further, xve laid 
Jlown that tlic policy w'hich the Government have onuneiated ns regards 
the redressing of communal inequalities should also be observed as far 
possible. Wo recognised also that it must be left entirelv to the* 
Government in carrying out their policy of retrenchment to give effect 

these principles. It was not possible for the Retrenchment Committee 
to make any specific recommendations with regard to the members of 
particular communities to which certain employees in the Government 
belonged. Tf any injustice has resulted from the actual operations in the 
[departments which had to deal with the carrying out of retrenchment then 
jn that case we cannot in any wav he asked to bear the blame. fSir, we 
d^now what the financial position is even now. it is a very serious position 
wc must still press therefore upon the Government that they should 
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go ,ou with the policy of retrenchment till sufficient economies have been 
effectf d to enable the Honourable the i'inance Member to balance his bijidget 
without resorting to taxation which the country can no longer bear. It is 
quite clear that with the opportunities that we have had we could not go into 
many details which we would have liked to do. Hut we did our best under 
the oircunistaiices and 1 should like to ask the Mouse to take up the 
attitude that the Committees apix>inted from this House have done their 
best in order to carry out the duties entrusted to them. We have made 
recommendations for economy which arc all set out in these Reports and 
1 should ask the Honourable Members, including the Members of' the 
European Qroup, A\ho, 1 know, are equally anxious to effect economics in 
the administration, to give all the support they can to tlaese Reports. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: T accept the closure. The question is that the question 
be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, T think that the House may 
perhaps be grateful to me for one thing in connoetion with this debate and 
that is that I gave them an opportunity of looking behind tlio scenes and 
seeing what has been going on behind the scenes on oiir side in connection 
with this matter. T was fortunate in being able to get my Honourable 

colleague, the Member for Education, Health and Lands, to present his 

side of the picture to the House. Perhaps he was in a sense indiscreet, 
but I was grateful to him for his indiscretion in revealing to the House the 
sort of difficulties and even differences that exist on our side on this very 
difficult question of retrenchment. T wanted the House to appreciate 

that, and that actual position does, of course, make my task in replying 

to this debate a soTnewbat embarrassing one. To a certain extent, it is 
almost true to say that T, as a Finance Member, must find myself almost 
more in sympathy with thoj^. who have moved and spoken for this Resolu- 
tion than T am with the Oovornment if it takes up the attitude of resisting 
the demands for retrenchment. Therefore T wish to make* nothing in the 
way of a debating speech to-day. T wish to make it clear that onr attitude 
is one of listening to siiggef4]ions ; our attitude is one of anxiety to carry 
this matter as far as it possibly can be carried consistently wdtb the public 
interest. And tlie laF4} condition is reallv the key to the whole difficulty. 
Retrenchment unfortunately has two sides to it. Tf you look at it from 
the point of 'view of reducing the expenditure and relieving the burden on 
the tax-payer’s back, then it is a very desirable object. But unfortunately 
^ when you come to see it translated into action, it has undesirable and often 
almost tragic results. The difference which exists between my Honourable 
colleague, in Ins anxietv to protect the services for which he is responsible, 
and myself as responsible for the finances of the country, reveals the real 
difficulty of the situation. Tn fact, "^You cannot make omelettes without 
breakinrr eggs ’ and the process of breaking eggs in the particular case is ^ 
vejy unpleasant one. Tt» is in that connection that T want to say somc- 
thing about whnt. foil from mv learned friend the Lender of the 
Independent Party. He resented, or professed to rewent, some of fhe 
things winch Sir Fazl-i-TTusain in his speech had said and he protested 
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and said that his own Sub -Committee in tlicir recommendations had always 
been most careful to make it clear that they . wanted to do nothing to. 
interfere with the activities of the scientitic departments or the beneficiont 
activities of Government. That may, indeed, have been their desire; but 
unfortunately their recommendations! had a very different effect, and it was 
of their recommendations that my Honourable colleague tried to give the 
House some account. I would like to refer just to one particular example, 
the case of the grant for Agricultural Kesearch under Demand No. 60, 
Imperial Council of Agricultural llcsearch. There, it is true that the 
economies accepted by the Government are shown as Es. 5,96,000 as 
against Rs. 4,22,000 recommended by the General Purt)oses Sub-Commit- 
tee. But the big item in the Es. 5,86,700 which we have accepted is the 
temporary suspension of the annual grants of five lakhs. We suggested 
c'md w'e have agreed to su&pend the whole of that five lakhs, whereas the 
Sub-Committee only recommended a suspension of 2^ lakhs. We felt 
that the whole of the five lakhs could be suspended because that would not 
mean, in this particular year, any reduction in the sums available for 
expenditure, inasmuch as the Imperial Council of Agricultural Eesearcli 
has a large endowment fund on which they can still draw. If you deduct 
that item, the recommendations of the Grneral Purposes Sub -Committee 
for cutting down the activities under this head come to Es. 1,72,000 as 
against our rcconmieudation of Es. 86,700. Therefore, they recommended 
almost double the economy in that particular form of activity which the 
Government have accepted, and as an example of what they have done, I 
may say they have recommended the abolition of both the posts of 
scientific experts attached to the Imperial Council of Agricultural Ecsearcb. 
We felt that if both thos^e experts were to go, the Imperial Agricultural 
Council would be loft unable to perform the most useful part of its func- 
tions. I quote that as an example for the purpose of showing that when 
iny Honourable (tolleague spoke of the recommendations of the General 
Piu’poses Suh-Commitiec in some respects liaving gone so far as almost 
to kill tlio activities of the scientific departments, ho was not speaking 
beyond the truth, he was not exaggerating the picture. In a debate of this 
kind, it is always difficult to avoid the danger of being led info too much 
detail. One is in danger of “failing lo set', the wood for the trees”. I 
sympathise very miudi with tlu' Honourable the ^Mover of the motion in the 
difficulty of tlie task which he put upon himself this morning. He tried 
to take the House through the whole of the various heads, or all the most 
important heads, and, having had some experience mys^clf of trying to go 
through a. largo miinber of figures, one after the other, before this House, 

I felt a good deal of sympathy with him in the difficulty of the task which 
ho had undertaken. In some respects, if he wdll excuse my saying so, he 
was right in trying to deal with this matter in this way, because it is only 
when you come down to practical details that you cem really test what han 
been done. At the. .same time, it would obviously bo impossible for me^ 
to tattempt to follow him in that detailed task of counting the trees, and 
I would ask the House to allow mo to stand back for some time from the 
F)icture and try to convey some idea of the wood of which those trees arc 
the constituent j)arts. If we consider tlio position from that point of view, 
what docs it really amount to? If T try to look back to the pos#ition in 
this Assembly about a year ago, or ji little less than a year ago when the 
‘luestion of the appointment of lliesc retrenchment committees came up, 

I remember that I, being anxious that we should have some form of 
co-operation in this work, wooed the Opposition Parties very assiduously. 
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They required a very great deal of wooing. To start with, they recoiled 
from my advances, and at one time 1 thought 1 was going to have no 
euooess at all. However, in the end, ' ‘protesting that they would ue er 
consent*', they did in fact consent to join us in this work of retrenchment. 
On our side — and as differences on our side have already been revealed to 
the House, I need not be afraid of going up a little fuither and revealing 
still further the differences on our side, — there was a great deal of anxiety 
as to what this scheme of mine might lead to. Many people felt that to 
have the administrative departments of the Government reviewed by Com- 
mittees of this Assembly who were in no way experts on administration, or 
who, perhaps with very few exceptions, could not claim that designation, — 
many people felt that that was a very dangerous experiment indeed, in 
fact, Sir, looking back on the prospects of a year ago, it is hard to imagine 
any marriage which on the opinions expressed at the time was less likely 
to be successful than the one which 1 attempted to promote. Nevertheless, 
1 think if we stand back from the picture, — and 1 ask my Honourable 
friends on the Opposite side not to be unfair in this matter, — if we stand 
and look back and consider how we have worked together during thes^e past 
twelve months, 1 think vve may, on both sides, congratulate ourselves on 
the measure of success which we have achieved. 1 gave the House certain 
figures in my speech last Monday in which I put the position 
in this way : that out of the total recommendations/ of the various lietrench- 
ment bub-Committees ou the civil side amounting to 499 lakhs, we have 
actually accepted economies# amounting to 488 lakhs; that is to say, 
economies to the extent of 87 per cent, of the recommendations. My 
Honourable friend the Leader of the independent Party has put the posi- 
tion in a somewhat different way, and working on the figures, as he had 
them, he said that we had, as regards his own Committee, only accepted 
hia recommendations to the extent of 50 per cent. 1 think that that is not 
quite a fair statement of the position. The position, as regards his own 
Committee, according to my figui'es is as follows : his Committee'a total 
recommendations, excluding the 15 lakhs about which the Honourable 
the Mover spoke arising out of the Lee concessions, and which I treat as 
rather a separate matter, liis Committee s recomiiiendafious amounted to 
410 lakhs. Now, included in that 410 lakhs is a sum of 80 lakhs involved 
in the total abolition of the Ecclesiastical Department and, as 1 pointed out 
when we were debating this subject last November, it really is hardly fair 
to treat that as an ordinary retrenchment. Asi a matter of policy, you 
may say, “Abolish that Dcj)artment“ or as a matter of justice, you iiuiy 
say “This is a burden which ought not to fall on the Indian revenues”, 
but it cannot be treated as an ordinary measure of retrenchment, nor 
could it be added to the total on which we have to Ji#how our results. There- 
fore, if I deduct that 30 lakhs, the total manageable retrenchment recom- 
Ynended by my Ilonourablc friend’s Sub -Committee comc» down to 
380 lakhs. Now, as against that, wo have, as part of the measures of 
the retrenchment recommended by the Sub-Committ<3e accepted measures 
producing economics of 249| lakhs or say, 250 lakhs out of 880 lakhs. But 
that is not the* whole picture. Honourable Members, who have studied 
this Summary vhich w’c circulated, will find on page 0, where all the 
figures are summarised, that in addition to the actual measures whieh 
represent the acceptance of recommendations of the various Sub-Commit- 
tees, we have got the departments to accept economies this year totalling 
Es. 87,81,000. Now, those savings are not in all cases permanent ecquomies 
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t)ut we ctin regard them as savings which will be effected this year, and 
which, in N a sense, will hold the position until perhaps we have a chance 
of building up more permanent economies behind them. They must 
certainly be added to the total of our achievement and 1 quite justifiably 
included them in the total when I gave to the House the figure of 4,38 lakhs 
as the savings against the recommendations of all the Sub -Committees on 
civil expenditure. If I add a proportionate part of those 87 lakhs odd of 
additional economies to the 2,50 that we have achieved against the Gen- 
eral Purposes Sub-Committee’s recommendations, 1 get something like 
3,20 lakhs against 3,80 which 1 call the sum of their effective recommenda- 
tions. And that, 1 venture to put to the House, is a very effective response 
to the recommendations which they have made, especially when it is 
considered that in certain respects we have not yet had time to go fully into 
their recommendations, particularly under those headings which will be 
covered by their third Report, a Report which we have not yet received. 
That, Sir, 1 venture to put to the House, ift the general picture. Eco- 
nomies of about 4,30 lakhs against recommendations of about 5 crores on 
the civil side, and on the military side total savings for the next Budget 
of 5i crores, against recommendations as regards permanent economies 
which did not so far amount to quite 3 crores. I think we can say that 
if last year anybody had known that wo were going to come before this 
House with results of that kind, I think it is fair to say that 90 per cent.' 
of the Members# of this House would have refused to believe that it was 
possible; and I do feel, as I have already said, that looking back on the 
broad picture of our achievement, that is something on which both sides 
of the House may congratulate themselves. 

Now, Sir, among those who have c*riticised us, I think one may divide 
(heir criticisms under two heads. There is what 1 call the generally phrased 
criticism, which bases itself rather on well-known cliclies such as “fat 
sMlaries at the top” and 'top-heavy administration” and that sort of thing; 
Mud on the other side we have the very detailed criticisms such as some of 
those which my friend the Loader of the Independent Party made in the 
speech to which I am just replying. He for instance took two small 
examples, the case of the President of the Council of State and the case of 
th(» Public Services (Commission. Well, I freely admit that these are both 
cases on wliieh it is ]M)ssible for an impartial observer to make very easy 
criticisms. On the face of it. tht're obviously is room for economy under 
tliesc two heads, and 1 may tell the House that we are seriously consider- 
ing means for n'diieing expenditure under these heads. But the steps in 
order to effect that reduction cannot be taken immediately, and in any 
ease cannot be taken until there is some change in the tenure of the posts 
which are nffeeded under the two heads. But the point which T really want 
to put to the Hous(» is that although these may be telling examples, they 
do not, ill relation to the total of Government expenditure, amount to appre- 
ciable sums. And I think what T have said there applies really to most of 
the particular criticisms that have been made in the course of this debate. 
Rut T would turn back from these two small examples to the more general 
type of criticism, which is of the other kind which T described. Well, Sir, 
in that connection I fully agree with what has fallen from several speakers, 
both on this side and the other side of the House, as to the necessity with 
which the country is faced for a general reduction, if present economic con- 
ditions continue, in the scales of pay throughout the services. But when 
We are accused of not having effected sufficient economy at the top, or for 
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not having made sidKcicnt cuts in the higher salaries, 1 do wish remind 
the House of the figures whu li I gave them in the course of the last debates 
as to the amount Avliieli is involved in those higher «;d^nes. 1 n^uld remind 
the House that in the case of salaries^ of over Ks. 1,8(W a oionth, the total 
bill of the Government on tlie civil side, mclud.^ iosts and ^olegraphs is 
only 1 15 laklis; and if voii go down to 11s. 1,000 a montli, the total bill 
a<'ain on the .-ivil side, including I’osls and Telegraphs, is only 1,95 lakhs. 
It is quite obvious from these figures that, however drastically you cut the 
salaries above those levels, it is not gomg to have a major effect on the Gov- 
ernment’s fiiumeial posii ion. It is i^ot going to make any appreciable differ- 
ence in the burden of taxation as it has to be borne to-day. Then again when 
we are told, as luy .Honoiiral>le friend Mr. .Das told us, tliat we have only 
scratched tlie surface, I would reply to him, what about the Uetrenehinent 
Committees*.’ The various Jxetrenchment Committees win-king for a year 
and having a completely free hand, in spite of \^ hat anybody says, to look 
into ever\^niattcr that came before them, have on the civil side only pro- 
duced economy recommendations of 4,99 lakhs and we have met them by 
idTecting actual economies of 4,8:i lakhs. Even if we admit that the whole 
difference of 66 lakhs between these two figures might have, been accepted 
bv the Government, that again is not a sum on a scale wlrch would appreci- 
ai)lv have affected tlie yn-eseiit linancial position. It would not have appreci- 
ably altered what wo have to ask for in the way of new taxation and in 
fact no one would have felt any difference at all. 1 do think it is import- 
ant tliat the proportion of figures about whicdi we are talking should hi 
realised. 


■ Now, Sir, m,\ Honourable friend vvlio moved this motion raised a vi*r\ 
great number of jioints into which I cannot pos.sibly enter this evening. He 
made some particular cr ticisms about the, way in which I he rctreiichmonl 
policy had beeu carried out and levclltMl some cluirges on those who were 
responsible for defiarhnental action, which I very much regret to have heard 
coming from him. He told us that the system of classification, the system 
of the order in which we uiTanged that retirements should be effected, 
gave room for a great deal of variation and a great deal of jobbery and unfair 
discrirnination. But if he lias any charges to make in that respect, I would 
like* him to come to me with them and li*t me have a chance of going into 
them. I can assure him that the matter has been Vi-ry carefully atleiukil 
to in each department. Eai Ji depai-imcnt had its selection comniiitee to 
go into the matter; and as far as I know, cme iionsideration and one con- 
sideration only has intiuenced a final decision, and that is to achieve tite 
uiaximum economy consist(*nt with efiiciency. There has been no sort <•! 
mnuenceof personal considerations, and as regards communal considerations 
le ousi' already know.s from the answers wliich I liave given to repeated 
]|Ucs ions in the course of this scission, that our orders have bciui that Ihc 
eounnumd proportion should bo exactly pre.served. If niv friend has 
i‘ead out a large mimbor and list of imnics--rhof>o he will 
that hecause l do not like charges of 

-onlinto I?’" confident that if the cases iiro 

^oiic JiiLO, I (.M,| ( onvmr»f» 111"- 7 

of the. natun 
retirement. 


«onc into, I "-n Vince uiy Honoiiruhlo friend tliat there ha« been ’nothinf,' 

Which he suspects in the selection of individuals ff’t* 
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Then, Sir, ho raised the question of the terms of compensation to re* 
trenched officials and there also my Honourable friend the Leader of the 
independent Party had something to say. 1 do not wish to weary the House 
now with a full comparison of the terms of compensation which are being 
paid now and those which prevailed at the time of the Inchcape Committee. 

1 only want to make two remarks. One of them is that il you have adequate 
compensation, adequate, that is to say, to satisfy all those who feel senti- 
m< 3 ntal sympathy, — and it is very difficult to avoid feeling that sympathy 
for those whose posts are abolished, — if you arc going to have compensation 
adequate in this sonsc‘, then you will get no retrenchment. You cannot, as 
1 said before, “make omelettes without breaking eggs’*. The other thing 
i want to say is this, that in the case of the Inchcape retrenchments, there 
was in fact surprisingly little reirencliment of personnel. Honourable Mem- 
bers, who care to study the effect of the Inchcape economies, will hnd that 
j>racii(3all.y the whole of it was cfliicted in the Army, and that as regards 
(rivil personnel, the numbers of personnel retrenched were very small. In 
that case there were given in certain cases tenns more favourable than 
those which vve are giving to-day, but those favourable tenns applied 
only to staff in the Secretariat; and we came to the conclusion that that 
was an entirely unfair discrimination which onglit not to be repeated 
in the present c.ircumstances, where very much greater numbers of personnel 
are affecto<l. 1 have already arranged, as I promised last week, to oir- 
(‘ulate to the House full particulars of the terms which are being offered. 
As I have had no detailed criticisms on those terms but merely a general 
complaint was made that they were less favourable than those recommend- 
ed after the Inchcape ndreiKdiments, 1 would invite Honourable Members 
to study those terms, and 1 think we may stand on them and feel that we 
have made out our case. 


A good deal has hc'on said this evening about tlu^ position in the Customs 
Department, and ])artieularly as regards the payment cd overtime 1 

do not know whether (he House ap]>reciated that these overtime fees, about 
which we have heard so much, actually cost the (Toverimiont nothing. They 
are fees which the Government recover from the shipping interests for work- 
iug overtime, and it has l)t?en the custom ever since the Customs Depart- 
ment was organised on its present lines, that men who were called upon 
to work overtime are entitled to a certain share of the benefit from those 
ovoriime fees: a certain share went to imwase the pay of the staff and 
another part went to support boneficient institutions for the* welfare^ of 
seamen. Now I think it is somowliat unreasonable to claim that a parti- 
cular class of Government servants may be e»alled upon not merely to put 
In their regular nine hours’ work a day, but to hold themselves in readiness 
to be called upon to work at any time during the w])ole 21 hours. It is nn- 
rcjisouable to claim that they should bo s\ihjectt*d to that sort of addition fo 
I heir obligations vvithout getting some financial compensation for it. I 
think it is also most unreasonable to say that when you have recruited a 
service on certain well understood terms, you should select that servic<' 
and that service alone for a discriminating iiieasure of retrenchment. We 
felt when we went into the case that, it had i>ocome a recognised part of the 
tenns. on which- the Customs service, were engaged that they should hv 
•mtitled to overtime fees on the scale which had become cTistomarv, and 
that the furthest we could go was to subjeet their benefits under that head to 
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the same cut as we were applving to the ordinary remuneration of Govern- 
ment servants. Whatever any one may think about the justice of institu- 
ting the original practice, it is quite certain that those men who are now 
serving had a legitimate expectation of those benefits, and we had to treat 
it as part of their ordinary conditions of service and refuse to discruninate 
against that particular form of remuneration. The whole of this question, 
as regards future entrants, is receiving very careful consideration, and we 
may bo able to make some change in the conditions, but we have always 
got’ to remember this, that the conditions must be sufficiently attractive 
to attract the type of men that we want, and to guard the service, as has 
been most pertinently pointed out by my Honourable and gallant friend on 
my right, against the danger of corruption whi(*h might arise if the scale of 
remuneration was inadequate. 


That brings me to one other important point, that is the question which 
has been raised as to wliat is to be done as regards the permanent scales 
of pay in the future. On that, I will say that the matter has been receiv- 
ing the most careful attention of the Government, and I do not want to 
say more now than that T hope to be able to call a meeting of the main 
Retrenchment Committee some time before the end of this week, when 
the procedure for the further consideration of this question ean be put 
before them. The matter certainly has not been ignored and no I'me has 
been wasted in conducting inqiuries and in the consultation with the 
various interests concerned-departments, hraiudies and Provincial 
Governments — ^which is necessary m order to deal with that question. 
In the meanwhile I would remind the Hoiisii of w'hat I told them the other 
day, that w^e are not prejudicing the future, for, since the 1st of July last 
year, all officers have been taken on on the distinct understanding that 
the terms arc provisional and that they are not m^quiring rights for the 
future on the existing scales of pay. 

I thick that I have taken sufficient time of the House in dealing with 
the more important points which I have selected. I should have liked if 
it had been possible to go through some of the points made by the Honour- 
able the Mover and also to answer certain of the arguments which fell from 


my Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, particularly ns regards the 
Army expenditure. There is only one remark which I w'ould make to him 
in conclusion, and as T have said little yet about Army expendiitiire, T may 
permit myself the time for doing so. My Honourable friend read to us 
some extracts from the Inclmape Committee’s Report, and ho said that 
what they wrote then is equally tnie to-day. He read extracts to the effect 
that the country cannot stand the burden of a Militarv Budget at the level 
which was referred to in that Report. But T w^ould remind my Honourable 
friend of this, that when the Tnchcape Committee reported, the military 
Expenditure was something like A7J crores, whereas to-day it has gone down 
to just over 46i crores; and I think it is a little unfair apply to that re- 
duced expenditure the argument.s w'hich held good w'hen the expenditure 
was more than 50 per cent, higher than it is to-day. T would also remind 
my Honourable friend, if he takes his stand on what the Tnchcape Com- 
mittee said, that the Tnchcape Committee held out, as an ideal to bo aimed 
at a reduction of Army expenditure to something like 50 crores; and that 
whatever may hrtppen ni the future, we have at least in the next year got 
the expenditure flown tn 3^ crores below that figure. T think . • . 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ataxoad: May I just point out .... 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 think my Honourable friend 
will excuse me if I do not give way ; the time is short and the i^oint is 
a simple one and I should like to finish. I do not say that if prices get 
lower than they are to-day, that it will not be necessary to seek still fur- 
ther economies. But I do say this; that we have at least done more than 
the Inchcape Committee recommended and that, short of substantial re- 
ductions in troops, we can claim that Army expenditure has been cut down 
now to the minimum which is possible. My Honourable friend referred to 
expenditure before the war, and he made great play with the uselessness of 
non-effective charges; but unfortunaiely those non-effective charges, being 
charges for war pensions and ordinary pensions, are just the very charges 
which no man can reduce. 1'he (lovormnent cannot avoid them, and it is 
very largely the increase of tliosc charges which has increased Army 
expenditure since before the war. 

In conclusion 1 must return to the main point which I have made, that 
if wo look at the general ])ictur(‘, 1 think we may congratulate ourselves 
on the achievement of this year. Jkit 1 would be the last person to say 
that we may rest content witli that achievement, or that we should turn 
a deaf ear to the expressions of puhlif opinion which we Imve heard in the 
<‘ourse of this debate eiuj)hasising the urgent need for further reduction in 
public expenditure and the urgent need that we should not relax our 
efforts in attempting to get (Hjuilibrium on those lines. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir, I have hardly time to reply to the weighty remarks 
of the Honourable the Finance Member. ^ly main contention was that 
there was no other way (‘Xee])t by reirenehment, by which we could attain 
our object of balancing the Budget or meeting the situation. I think the 
suggestion first came from the Kiiropeaii (iroup; a year or two ago they 
first pressed for more retrenchment. In my speech I went through the 
details in order to show that tlu’re is enough r(X)m for further and more re- 
trenchment, and now I shall only refer to a few points to reply to some 
of the points made by the .speakers. 

The Honourable Sir Va/.l-i-llusain took us to task and said that the 
ficneral Purposes Betrenehment Committee recommended that these 
scientific departments should he retri'ndied to the utmost possible limit. 
Here I will merely quote just a line from our Beport to show the attitude 
that was taken by the representative of the Finance Department on our 
Committee to our proposals. On page 38 of our first Beport. it is stated — 
“Our official eolloagiu?, Mr. Nixon, holds that its expenditure should be 
reduced so ns to cost not inon* than lakhs in all, hut he has given no 
details of the .scheme ho has in view'\ 

Then I shall read from page :20 of the same Beport to show that at every 
point it was the n*presentative of the Finance Department who pressed 
for really killing those scientific departments. On the Geological Survey, 
this is what is stated in the Beport: “Our official colleague, Mr. Nixon, 
however, urges that on grounds of financial necessity it should be closed 
down altogether for a term of years”. ^ 

Then again at page 43, in connection with other scientific departments, 
it will be seen that “Mr. Nixon, however, holds that this group of institu- 
tions should also bo subjected to rcirencbinent in common with the depart- 
ments of Government,” although we suggested that these scientific de- 
partments should not be touched. So, Sir, it is not so much the fault of 



liEQISIiATlVE ASSEMBLY. 


[15tb Mar. Id32v 


[Mr. S. C. Mitra.] . 

the General Purposes Committee as the pressure that was brought to bear 
upon the Committee’s deliberatious by the representative of the Imance 
Department that led us to suggest these large reductions m Scientifio 
Departments. 

As regards tJie point raised by my friend Sir Henry Gidney, I can only 
say that if really you would like to give more money to these p^ple, why, 
don’t you in these davs of unemployment recruit iresh men? Even men 
from his own community will be helped. Why should you give extra 


trom ms own cominuim-y i • -- - o--- - 

emoluments to whole-time servants ior overwork.'' ihen again if you work 
them overtime and make them also work at nights, certainly they will not 
be able to maintain their cfliciency on the following day. It is certainly 
wron« on principle for Government to allow their officers to work over 


night. 

Then as regards comiiensation to the retrenched officials, I think I 
showed that the Inchcupe Committee’s suggestion was that there should 
be an additional 20 per cent, enhanced pensions for the lower paid people, 
and of course it was given effect to. A.s ri'gards compensation, even the 
Honourable Member himself in his first estimate made an allowance for 
roughly 20 per cent, for this purpose, but we find that it is now actually 
even less than 10 per cent. ; that shows what was first considered as neces- 
sary compensation has been suhseqiiently very much reduced. 

Sir, with these remarks I close this debate, but I press my main point 
for more retrenchment, and I think the House will agree with 
® me and also vote for my motion. 


Mr. President: The question I have to put is: 

“That the Demand under the head ‘Executive Council* he reduced by Rs. 100.*' 

The Assembly divided: 

AYES—47. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bagla, Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas, Mr. C. C. 

Chaiidi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

GurUjal, Mr. N. R 
Harbans. Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala-. 

Ibffthim Al; Kiian, Lk Nawab 
Muhammad. 

Ismail Ali Khar. K’uiwar llajci*. 

Jadhav, Mr. B. V. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lwiri ChaudlMiry, Mr. D. K. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 


Mody, Mr. H.-. ,P. 

Mumshi, Mr. 'tl^hhngir K. 

Murtuza Sahel) Bahadur, MaaWi 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 

Sadiq Ha^an, Sliaikli. 

Sarda, Diwnn Bahadur Harbila^.- 
Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Sen, Mr S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramarajii, Mr B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

'I’hampnn, Mr. K. P. 

Uopi Sahel) Bahadur, Mr. 
Wilayatiillah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Zianddin Ahmad, Dr. 
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Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Bakah Khan Tiwana, Khnn 
Bahadur Malik. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Ba'jpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Brown, Mr. R R, 

Clow, Mr. A.‘ G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Gidiipy, Lieut. -(‘olonel Sir Hoiiry. 
Graham, Sir Liincelot. 

G Wynne, Mr. C. \V. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Howell, Sir Kv»*lyn. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till 
the 16th March, 1932. 


Lai Chand, Hony. Captaia 
Bahadur Chauahri, 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Muknerjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
A^ixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Raliuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George., 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Diwari Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan, 
Schuster, The Honourable Sir George.; 
Seaman, Mr. C. K. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, 
Captain. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Wood, Sir Edgar. 

Voting, Mr. G. M. 


eleven of the clock on Wednesday, 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 16th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Motor Mail Cot^tract.s in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 

818. *ltao Bahadur B. L. Patil: Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) the names of different places to which postal mails and other 

articles are carried on a contract basis in motor vans and 
lorries in the Presidencies of Bombay, Madras and Bengal 
lf)gcthcr with the names of the contractors and the amount of 
the contract ; 

(b) who is the authority negotiating and sanctioning such contracts; 

(c) whether the Director General is the final authority; 

(d) wlictluT the contractor is on<' and the same man both in Madras 

and (Calcutta ; and 

(e) wlu'ther it is a fact that the Cahmtta contract was given to the 

Madras contractor on much better terms and conditions than 
actually advertised; and 

(/) whether they propose to hold auctions for smaller circles? 

.Mr. T. Ryan: (a), (b) and (c). Heads of Postal Girclc^^ have power to 
make contracts for the carriage of mails at costs up to Rs. 1,000 per 
inoiiNtMu in t^ich (•asi‘. (rovemment have* no particulars of such contracts. 
Tiurger (‘ontracts rctpiin* the appn>val tlu' l)iri‘ctor (leni-ral of Posts and 
Telegrayihs, and in ct*rta.in cases of the Government of India. A list of sueli 
contracts is being prepared and will be laid on the table. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) I can find no gniund for the Honourable Member’s suggestion. 
Government placed the mail contract with the present contractor after 
considering all tenders receivi'd in respon?<e to the advertisenumt. 

(/) The question is not understood. Mail contracts are placed under 
the usual tender system. « 

Grievances of the Mi/sltm Commfnity against the Pt rlic Service 

Commission. 

^^19. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: fa) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to: 

(i) a series of letters voicing the grievances of the Muslim community 
against the Public Service Commission which have appeared 
in the Eastern Times, Lahore, from time to time: 

( 2085 ) 
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(ii) the letter from Mr. D. Eeynell, I.C.S., the Secretary, Public 

Service Commission, which was published in the issue of the 

14th December, 1931, of the Eastern Times, Lahore; and 

(iii) the rejoinder to Mr. Eeynell, which appeared in the issue of 

the 24th December, 1931, of the same paper? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission did not reply to the 
rejoinder mentioned in item (iii) above? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) No reply M’as sent bccauee the Government of India who were 
consulted by the Public Service Commission did not consider it desirable 
to pursue the matter in the Press. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I hope the Honourable Member has read the 
article of 24th December. There are some serious allegations there. 


Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not asking a supplcmcntarv 
question. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: T am just asking whether the Honourable Mem- 
ber has read the article dated the 24th December himself and whether he 
has read the serious allegations made against the Pjiblic Service Coinmi-!- 
sion in that article? 

Ths Honourable Sir James Orerar: I regret to say that the article is not 
in my possession and I have not had the opportunity of perusing it. If 
the Honourable Member will be good enough to send me a copy, I shall 
be glad to look into it. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I will send it. 


V.AO.AXcrES FOR MRWBERS OF MINORITY COM.MONITIES IN CENTRAL 

Government Departments. 


. » ■ -ri 

820. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtusa Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 

please say whether, prior to holding their 1931 examinations, the Public 
Service Commission asked the various offices of the Central Government to 

members of the minority communities, and 

^n) Muslims? 


(b) If so. what were the requirements of each office under each 
category ? 


The Honourable Sir James Orerar; fo) Yes. 

(b) I presume the Honourable Member is referring to the reauirements 
{LTSh rS tblf' nation. A statement giving the informa- 
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SUUtrMni showing the demand of each office for members of minority communities and Muslims 
in respect of vacancies which occurred during the period 1st April, 1930 to 30th September , 
1931. 



1st Division. 

2nd Division 

3rd Division. 


DepartmentB or Offices. 

Minorities 

excluding 

Muslims. 

•I 

'oS 

3 

Minorities 

excluding 

Muslims. 

Muslims. 

Minorities 
excluding 
Muslims & 
Lady clerks. 

Muslims. 

Lady clerks. 

1. Department of E., H. and L. 

•• 

1 

1 

“ ‘ 

- 

•• 


2. Dopartment of I. and L. . 

•• 

1 

•• 


1 



3. Home Department . 


•• 


1 


. . i 

i 


4. Director of Civil Aviation. 


1 

• • 



.. i 

•- 

5. Indian Stores Dopartment 


1 


1 




6. Public Service Commission • 


•* 

e • 



» i 


7. Director, Intelligence Bureau . 



• • 

• • 

1 

. • i 


$. Central Printing Office • 

• • 

• • 



• - 

1 

• e 

9. Assistant Director of Ordnance 
Services (Provn). • , 

e • 

e • 

• • 


2 

• • 

e • 

10. Military Advisordn-Chief, Indian 
State Forces .... 

e • 

• a 



1 

• • 

• • 

11. D. G., I. M. S. 

• • 


% • 

e • 

1 

• • 


12. R. A. F. Headquarters . • 

e • 


•• 

e • 

3 



13. Military Secretary's Branch • 

e • 




1 

1 

•• 

14. Mcxlical Directorate . • 

e • 


• • 



• • 

1 

15. Q. M. G.’s Branch . • 



• e 

e • 

3 

3 

4 

16. Master General of Ordnance 
Branch ..... 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

6 

; ^ 

17. G. S. Branch 

e • 


• e 

• e 

m • 

. . 

11 

18. A. G.’s Branch 

• • 


e • 

1 .. 

1 

• . 

1 

9 

19. £.*in-Cliiof*s Branch . • 

• • 

•• 

e • 

1 

1 .. 

• • 

4 

»> 

Total 

-• 

1 

1 

2 

15 

17 

29 


APPOliiTMEKT OF MvSUMS TO I^llNlSTERIAl, ESTABUSUMENT OF THE 

Central Government. 

821. *Mattlvl Sayyid Muitaza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
|ne Public Service Commission, in its communiqti^, dated the 16th Octo- 
opf, 1930 annoiineinf; the competitive examination for the selection of 
candidates for the ministerial establishment of the Central Government 
stated that not less than 16. of the Third Division appointments would be 
reserved for Muslims? 

a2 
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(b) How many Muslim candidates w^ere actually declared qualified by 
the Public Service Commission against these 15 reserved appointments? 

(c) How were the 15 vacancies reserved for Muslims disposed of? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) Eight. 

(c) Six were filled by qualified candidates from the competitive list, one 
by a qualified candidate from the qualifying examination held for depart- 
mental candidates and nix by appointment oi temporarv Muslim c*li*rks 
who qualified at previous examinations. I have no precise information 
about the remaining two, but the orders of the Home Department are that 
unqualified Muslims may be employed temporarily in permanent vacancies 
reserved for Muslims until qualiiied members of that communitv an* 
available. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: ^fay I ask whether these examinations are held 
every year or are they held only periodically? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: As requirements arise. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not desirable to hold the examination on 
fixed dates* every year, iiTes])ective of the fact whether there arc vacancies 
or not. These are not competitive examinations. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I take note of the Honourable 
Members suggestion. 

Recrijitment of ]\lT'srjMs BY THE PruLTf Srtivtck (’ommjsston. 

822. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: fa) Is it a faci tli i; 
the Public Service Commission is the only recruitincr agency for the ofTuu*^ 
of the Government of India? 

(b\ If the Public Service Commission has failed 1> meet h\ full th- 
reqiiirc!»ienls of the variuu.'^, ofliJ-es in re-ped of tlie Muslim cand’d-nes 
what .steps do Government propose to take to as.-uro the requisit(‘ suppH 
of Muslims 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Pecruitnient to the clerical statT 
in most of the offices at the berulquarters of tlu; (h»vernment of India 
made through the Public Si i vice Commission. 

(b) The Government of India have arranged that unqualified Muslim- 
should be allowed to continue to hold temporarily permanent vacaneii '^ 
reserved for members of that community until qualified candidal es an 
available. 


I^rcp-ttitment of MrsLTMs BY TTiF. Pttblic Sebvtcr Oommtsstoh. 

823. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is. it n fact tl aj 
the Public Service CommiSbion notified 48 appointments in the ThW 
Division for the competitive examination, but passed more than 100 catuli- 
dates against inose appointments? 

(b) Was the number of passed candidates in excess of requirements 
determined by communal considerations? If not, why not? 
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(c) What is the communal composition of the first 48 passed candi- 
dates and of those passed in excess of that number? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (6). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given in this House on the 24th Septem- 
ber 1931 to question No. 946. 

(c) Of the first 48, 3 were Muslims, 4 were Anglo-Indians and 41 were 
Hindus. Of the others, 5 were Muslims, 4 were Anglo-Indians, 2 were 
Sikhs and 41 were Hindus. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I repeat that if the examinations arc held 
and dates fixed every year, all these difliculties will automatically 
disappear. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

824. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheh Bahadur: (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the following statement made in a letter 
published by the Eastern Times, Lahore, in its issue of the 14th December, 
1931, in the name of Mr. Reynell, Secretary, Public Service Commission, 
concerning the 1931 examinations of the Commission: 

“It is untrue that in the 1926 examination the qualifying marks were lowered in 
order to admit of the appointment of more minority community candidates.** 

(b) Is it a fact that the names of all the candidates who passed the 
1926 examination were published in the Gazette of India, dated the 22nd 
March, 1927? 

(c) Is it a fact that certain candidates who appeared at the 1926 exami- 
nation but whose names were not published in the Gazette of India, dated 
the 22nd ^Farch, 1927, were subsequently appointed to permanent posts in 
the offices of the Government of India with the cognisance of the Public 
Service Commission, and that some of them are still permanently em- 
ployed in those offices? 

\d) Is it a fact that the marks obtained by the candidates refeiTed to 
in part (c) above were less than those obtained by the candidates whose 
names w'cre published in the Gazette of India? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) above is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state \vhetht‘r Mr. Ih'vnell's statement quoted in part (u) above 
is correct? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a), (b) and (d). Ye.s. 

(c) and (c). The position is explained in the reply given in this House 
on the 24th September 1931 to part (a) of question No. 947. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service CoM^nssioN. 

825. *Maulvi Sayyid Hurtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Has the at tent inn of 
Government been drawn to the following statement made by the Secre- 
tary. Public SorvMce Commission, in a letter published in the Eastern Times 
of Lahore, dated the 14th December, 1931, in connection with the 1981 
^'xaminations : 

“The Government of India derided fh.it the proper course wns to waif until the 
next examination to obtain qualified Muslims for places reserved for that community 
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and in tho meantime to make temporary appointments of unqualified Muslims to vacan- 
cies for which Muslims had failed to qualify at the examination, the existing temporary 
incumbents being retained where that was desirable. 

(b) Will Government please say how many unqualified Muslims have 
been recruited since the 1st July, 1931, in compliance with the above 
decision of the Government of India, and how many Muslims have been 
turned out from temporary posts during the same period, specifying, in 
each case, the offices by which such recruitment or discharge has been 
carried out? 

(c) Is it a fact that in his letter referred to above, the Secretary, Public 
Service Commission stated that there was no possible foimdation for the 
allegations made against the Commission about tampering with the answer 
books of the 1931 examinees? 

(d) Will Government please state whether any enquiry was made in 
the matter, and if so, the methods by which it was ascertained that answer 
books had not been replaced and that correct answers had not been crossed 
through ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) The information is being collected and will be placed on the table 
when complete. 

(c) Yes^. 

(d) At the first suggestion of tampering, a careful examination of th(j 
answer books was made, which showed that there was no foundation what- 
ever for this allegation. The Commission took the same precautions in 
this examination as they" do in all other examinations. They offered to give, 
and are still willing to give, any impartial person full facilities for 
investigation. 


Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service C^ommission. 

826. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Have Govern- 
ment seen a letter published in the Eastern Times, Lahore, of the 24th 
December 1931, in reply to a letter published in the same paper in its 
issue of the 14th December 1931, in the name of Mr. Reynell, Secretary, 
Public Service Commission? 

(6) Is it a fact tha;t the Public Service Commission did not reply 
to the allegations made against it in the letter referred to in part (a) ? 

(c) Will Government say whether the following statements occurring 
in the reply to Mr. BeyneirB letter are correct: 

“(a) There are about a dozen jjcople who failed in the 1926 examination wloso 
included in the Home Department Notification No. F. *166/27, dated 
the 22nd^ March, 1927, but who wore sub.soquentlv declared qualified by the Puldic 
Service Commission for employment in the 2nr1 and 3rd Divisions and who at proscn: 
hold perm'mect appointments in the ofTires of the Government of India/’ 

‘*(6) ^1^® li^^® Secretary issued these orders on July 17, 1931, after receiving 
de];mtation of M’lslims, but the Comm i -.Mon did its worst to nullify these orders c? 1*' 
took full two months, I understand, in communicating them to the Armv Department, 
who had rewrved ««ome 40 vacancies for the Muslima. How can the ( ommipf'i''*^ 
^en claim that it has played fair with the Muslim community ? I mav add for 
^:jmell B information that the Army Department issued instructions on August 2fN 
1031, that 18 more than a month after the issue of the Home Department orders, tha^ 
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the vacancies reserved for the minority communities mu.*t be given to the Hindus. 
These curious instructions were cancelled on October 6, 1031.’’ 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of making a 
full statement in the Press in regard to the action taken by the Public 
Service Commission after the 1926 examination? 

The Honourable Six James Oxerar: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, for the reasons stated in replv to part (b) of question 
No. 819. 

(c) No. The facts are not as stated. 

(d) Government have ascertained that at the outset no qualifying 
mark was fixed at all because only a limited number of vacancies was 
offered. When it was found that a sufficient number of candidates from 
minority communities to fill the vacancies reserved for these communities 
were not at the top of the list, the Commission w^ent down the list, taking 
these candidates in order of merit. Eventually the question arose how far 
down the list tlu^ (.’oiiiiiiissiuii could probably go; and a qualil‘\ing mark 
was then fixed for the first time. Thus the mark was not reduced in order 
to admit Muslim candidates. It was fixed for the express purpose of 
excluding unqualified candidates. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: ts it not a fact that the fixation of the qualifying 
marks is a purely arbitrary problem and it w^ould depend on the nature of 
the question paper and would vary from year to year? 

1 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: The Honourable &Iember is asking 
for an expression of opinion. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that some candidates who failed 
to obtain the requisite number of qualifying marks were awarded addition- 
al marks in order to enable them to pass the examination? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I have no information of that kind. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask when Government observe* certain propor- 
tions and reserve seats for a particular community, whether they also 
reserve a certain proportion for <lu? working classes?? 

(No re]dy w'as given.) 


Recruitment of Mi si.tms uv the Pvrlic Service Commission . 

827. *Maulvi Sa3ryid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
the Publio Service Commission recently suggested to the Home Depart- 
ment that the vacancies reserved by the different offices of the Govern- 
nient of India for the Muslims should be filled by candidates belonging 
to other communities, as Muslims had failed to -pass the prescribed 
examinations of the Commission in sufficient numbers? 

(5) Is it a fact that as a result of the Ministerial Selection Branch 
examination held in 1920, Muslims did not pass in sufficient numbers to 
hold the appointments reserved for them? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission selected some o£ 
the failed Muslim candidates in 1927 to fill certain vacancies in the 
Government of India ofiBces? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please state as to why similar action was not taken by the 
Commission in 1931? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a), (b) and (c). No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

828. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Ts it a fact that 
in connection with the 1931 competitive examination of the Ministerial 
Selection Branch the Public Service Commission notified that one 
vacancy in the First Division, one in the Second Division and fifteen 
vacancies in the Third Division would be reserved for the Muslims? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission nominated two 
Muslims for the First and Second Division vacancies? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission did not nominate 
fifteen Muslims for the Third Division vacancies? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of nomi- 
nating Muslims for the Third Division vacancies on the same principle as 
was observed in nominating ^Inslirns for the First and Second Division 
vacancies ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The Public Service Commission 
notified that one vacancy in the First Division and lo in tin* Third Division 
would be reserved for Muslims. One vacancy in the second Division was 
reserved for a member of a rninoritv community. 

(b) The Public Service Commission nominated 4 Muslims for the First 
Division vacancies and two for the Second Division vacancies. 

(c) Yes;, because that number of qualified Muslims was# not available. 

(d) The Commission observed the same principle for all three Divisions 
and would have nominated more Muslims for the Third Division if a suffi- 
cient number of qualified members of that community had been available. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

829. *Maalvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
the names of the candidates w!io passed the 1926 oxaminat’on of the 
Ministerial Selection Brandi of the Public Service Commission were 
published in the Gazette of India? 

(b) Is it a fact that tin; Gazette Notification included a list of the 
members of the rninoritv communities who had been selected in preference 
to members of the majority community with a higher number of marks? 

(^ ) Ts it a fact that the Gazette Notification stated that the lisl^ 
referred to jffiove could be added to if the demands were received for 
candidates bflonrrjng to cornmunitiefi unrepresented or not adequately 
represented in the va?*ious offices of the Govr^rntnenl ft India? 

(d) Is it a that the Public Service Commission add(?d to the 
in 1927 and deciar^^d qualified a number of candidates who had failed 
the 1926 examination? 
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{e) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of taking similar 
action to make up communal inequalities in connection with the 1931 
results? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) to (c). Yes. 

(f/) and (c). I w’ould refer the Honourable Member to the reply given 
in this House on the 24th September, 1031, to parts (a) and (d) of question 
\o. 047. 


Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 

830. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) How inanv candi- 
dates passed tlie competitive and qualifying examinations, respectively, 
of the Public Service Commisf-ion (Ministerial Selection Branch) held in 
1931, and what was tlioir communal composition? 

(6) Will Government please state: 

(i) the number of candidates who were recruited to fill temporary, 

officiating and permanent vacancies in the Departments of 
the Government of India and their subordinate and attached 
offi^*es during th(* ])oriod. Isi May, 10t31 to 31si January.. 
1932; and their communal composition; and 

(ii) how many of the candidates referred to above were “passed** 

men and how many of them w’ere nominated by the Public 
Service Commission ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are no passed Muslim candidates available 
with the Public Service (.,\)innuVv-ion for employment in clerical estab- 
lishments of the Govemmcnl of India offices? 

(d) If so, what steps do Govenunent propose to take to assure a rupply 
of Muslim candidates? 

(c) Wlu'ii do tlic Puhlir* Service Commission intend to hold the next 
e.xamination of tlie Ministerial Selection Branch? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The nuinher of candidates who 
f)asscd tlu* c::in|M‘tilivc and rpialifying examinations for tlu' typist and 
roiitijie grade uas KM) and 25 ri*<pectively. Tlieir communal coiiiposition 
is as shown in thr stateini nt lai<l on tb.c table. No pass standard was fixed 
tor tiu' <*xaMiiTia.tioT\ for 1st an’d 2nd Divisions. 

(h) *rbc inionnation is beuig (adhiMed and will bi» funished to the 
l.fouse in due course. 

(r) >'f‘s (fXiM'pf oni' caiididatt' who desin's app? )intin« Tit nf a kind wh'cfi 

uof available) in respect of thi* l\pist and routine grade only. 

(d) The manner in which it is proposed temporarily to get over tho 
difficulty has been slated in ri'pK to pre\ious questions. Crovemmont hope 
that a pernianeni solution will he found in the tadrance of MusliiTi candi- 
dates with high (pjalifieations for the various competitive examinations SO 
that there will he no di/fieully in ob(»aining (|ualified Afuslim candidates 
for the places reserved for them. 1 hope the Honourable Member and 
'dher influential ?\Iusliins will assist in this respect by encouraging candnlates 
to enter. 
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(e) The Commission are nofc now in a position to say when the next 
examination will be held. 


Communal compoaition of candidates who passed the 1931 competitive and qualifying exatni* 
nations for the typist and routine grade. 

Competitive Examination — 


Hindus 79 

Muslims 8 

Sikhs 2 

•J ains ^ 


Anglo-Indians 8 

100 


Qualifying Examination — 

Hindus 

Indian Christians 
Anglo-Indians 

Sikhs .......... 

Muslims 


18 

1 

3 

1 


25 


The Railway System of Accounting. 


831. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the article under the heading “The balance sheet of Indian 
Bailway and Railway system of Accounting" published in the Indian 
Accountant, Lahore, dated December, 1930 (pages 85-86)? 

(6) What action do Government propose to take on the points raised 
in the article? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have not seen the article referred to but 
my Honourable friend has ])romised to send me a copy of the article and 
I shall have the question examined. , 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will my Honourable friend try to get a copy from 
the Public Information Office? 

Mr. P. R, Rau: 1 believe, Sir, that the article my Honourable friend is 
referring to was not among those’ circulated to the Railway Board by the 
Director of Public Information. , 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Did he try to get a copy? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I suppose the office did*; but I cannot say definitely. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Do Government want to get a copy now? 

, Mr. P. R. Rau: ^ly Honourable friend has already promised to supply 
me with a copy, Sir. 

Re-examination of certain Travelling Ticket Inspectors. 

832. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of 
Allahabad Division has issued a circular demanding that the T. T. Is., who 
had already passed the Departmental examination before their confirma- 
tion, should appear again in the said examination? 

(b) Have such ■nstnictions been issued by the Superintendents> of other 
Divisions in the East Indian Railway? 
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Mr. P. 'B. Rau: I have called for certain information and will lay a reply 
on the table in due course. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Miiy I jiTst ask that as the examinations are 
announced by the 15th of April, he will kindly complete his enquiry before 
the examinations are actually held? 


UNSTAKKED QUP:ST1()XS AND ANSWERS. 

Occupation of Post Office Inspection Houses by a Deputy Postmaster 

General. 

186. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 
Mr. R. F. Kalberer, Deputy Postmaster General, United Provinces Circle, 
ocenpiod the Posi OfTice TTispo(*tion house at Allahabad on several occasion;? 
and more recently in Ft*hruarv, 1932, ])nt did not pay ahy rent for the 
occupation as required by the rules? 

(b) Is it also a fact that Mr. Kalberer and his wife, wlio was then 
working as Assistant Postmaster General, while on leave occupied the Post 
Office insp(‘(tion quarters at Mussooree about the year 1929 for over a 
month and a half and paid no rent for them? 

(c) If so, what action has been or is proposed to be taken by Govern- 
ment in the matter? 

Mr. T. Ryan: Rc])hinj][ to questions Nos. 18() to 190, together: an 
enquiry has been instituted ami when their information is complete 
Government will take such action as itiay he necessary. 

Contracts for the Conveyance of IMails in the Dehra Dun and Jhansi 

Postal DnasioKS. 

fl87. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 

during the last few monthsi a number of contracts for conveyance of mails 
in Mr. Kalborer’s range in Dehra Dun and Jhansi Postal Divisions were 
given witliout calling for any tenders, and is> it a fact that this is known 
to the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs? 

(h) If so, what action has been taken in the matter? 

^'ONTRACTS FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF MaILS IN THE DehRA Dx"N AND JllANSl 

Postal Drv’isiONS. 

+188. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 

tho contract for conveyance of mails in Dehra Dun was ijiveu to one Tewari 

on E&#. 700 a month in the. face of a lower tender for the same work of* 

about Rs#. 340 a month only? 

(6) Is it a fact that the lower tenderer sent a telegram to the Director 
General and asked for an enquiry into the case? 

(c) Will Government state whether they are prepared to investigate 
into the modus operandi of this and all other tenders for the conveyance 
of mails in Dehra Dun, Jhansi and Aligarh Divisions and Agra head office 
during the last twelve months? 

tFor answer to this question, aee answer to un?tarred question No. 186. 
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(d) Were the notices calling for. tenders issued in the name of the 
Postmaster-General in all cases? If not, why was this Deputy Postmaster- 
General allowed to put his name in any case? 

East Indian Railway Passes issued to the Deputy Postmaster ( ^enbral^ 
Ujsited Provinces Circle. 

fl89. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 

the East Indian Railway have issued third class passes to the Deputy 
Po&tmaster General in the I'nitod Provinces Circle and when asked have 

informed the Postrnaster-Genoral that their action in issuing 3rd class 

passes was due to the fact that a Deputy Postmaster- General misused the 
first class pass? 

(b) If so, who was this Deputy Postmaster General and in what way 
•did he misuse the pass? 

, Recruitments in tue United Provinces Postal Circle. 

•[■ 190 . Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that 

during the iriontli of Februarv, 1932, 26 new recruits have bt‘cn appointi‘d in 
the Circle Office at Lucknow out of whom only one belongs to the minority 
community ? 

(b) Is it a fact also that three of these recruits have passed only the 
primary examination? 

(c) Is it a fact that approved candidates who are graduates and who 
have been candidates for the last three or four years have protested t'> the 
Postmaster General against these recruitments in total disregard of their 
superior qualifications and claims? 

(d) If so, will Government state what action they propose to take to 
redress the grievance? Had Mr. Kalberer, Deputy Postmaster General, 
United Provinces Circle, anything to do with this recruitment'' 


THE GENERAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS— coMfd. 

Demand No, 28 — Executive Council — contd . 

Avoidance of Income-tax. 

Mr. John Tait (nurmu: European) : Sir, .1 move : 

“That the Demand under the hetd 'Executive Council* be reduced by Rs. 100.’* 

^ My object in moving this cut, is to call attention to what we consider to 
be tho inadcrjMacy of the remarks of the Honourable the Finance Member 
in his Budget speccl} when referring to the very important question of 
incorno-tax ( vjuiion. FTonourahIc Members will remember that on the 
occasion of ibe debate on tla- Supplementary Finance Bill, this Group called 
the attertion nf f rovenirnent to the widely hold view that evasion or 
avoidance of in'r.me-tax was rampant throughout the country; and I’n 
speech T deliw r^fl on that occasion I put forward tho theory — not to prove 
any specific cnsc. ar cases of evasion or avoidance of income-tax,— -but 

tFor answer to this question , Atte answer to unstarred question No. 1^. 
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attempting, on broad lines to show that there existed a disparity as between 
provincial assessments of such arresting dimensions as to compel the in- 
ference that there could be no other explanation but that evasion or avoid- 
ance of income-tax was prevalent amongst a very large section of those 
liable to taxation or, what amounts to the same thing, that there was 
inefhcit'ncy in assessing tlio tax by the department concerped. 

Now, while it m-ver was elaimofl llial the tigiires submitted absolutely 
estfiblished evasion or avoidanite of income-tax to the extent deduced, the 
(^ase was in our view siiflieiently e.learly delineated to warrant the eonclu- 
sioTi being drawn that an enormous loss of revenue to Government from 
non-assessment or u ruler-assessment of income-tax was in fact being 
experiemcod. not r>nl\ iotho disadvantage of the country's revenues at large, 
but in partitnilar tf> the detriment of those tax-payers wlio always have, 
and who continue to nuc't their legal liabilities. It was therefore urged 
by those whosf‘ intert'sis we on tliesr lUmcdu‘S vepresenl that it was up to 
Gov('rnruc*nt to exainim' in closest detail the case we had propounded, 
on fcho supposition that the deduction drawn from the figures reflected what 
either in whole or in part was tlio true state of affairs existing in the 
country. 

Sir. we were afforded much encouragement bv the promise of the 
FTonoiirahle the Finance Member in the reply he gave us in November last. 
He promisc'd then that lie would inquire into the figures with the object, 
in his own words, of finding out how near the truth we had got and not 
for ilu- pm ].'us»’ of ju’oving that we woiv wrong: and that, Sir, is all that 
we luive asked for. We expeetod to b(; told at this time, after the lapse 
of four mf)nihs, what had resulted from that inquiry. Did our figures 
really prfwkh* a r«*a‘-onahl\ aceuratt* picture of the tnie state of affairs with 
vegatvl to th(' proviiiei;il assossnu'nts, or did 1ht*y under microscopic examina- 
tion pnjve nothing at all ? Did a comparative analysis of all tho figures show 
that thf' asst’ssmenl on hnsim ss pr«)fits and on i^ropcTties in some provinces 
produce less proport ion a tedy than the same assessments in other provinces, 
consi»leving tdl tlie (‘onneefed circumstances of each, or did the figures 
prove so nebulous as entirely to fail to justify any change in the official 
opinion towards this disputed question of evasion or to bring that opinion 
more into line with tlu' very definite views f n tho subject held generally in 
Mt'rcantile Circles? And 1 put if to fhe Honourable tho Finance Member, 
docs he honestly think that tlu' indi finite reference to this very serious 
qu(*stion in his Bndircl spia -h wa^ an entirely adequate answer to the ease 
we had put fonvard? Sir, if Sir George Sehnstor could shed the restraint 
of olficialdoni for a moment and assume again that matter-of-fact attitude 
of mind to which T am sure he was accustomed in many a Board room 
in the past. T do not think there could ho any doubt as to what his answer 
would h»*. That, then. Sir, is the business community’s complaint. We 
want, to ho told quite frankly and clearly wdieiher Government agree ihaff 
very s('ricjus avoidanci' of income-tax is widespread in the country today: 
Jind if thev do so ngriM\ can they give ns a clear assurance that every step. 
nn(l enfirelv adc'ouate stt'p^, ill he fahen n ith the lerist possible loss <''t 
time to remedy the position? 

Sir, the Hononrahle tho Finance Member complains in his speech that 
no Rpocificj instances of evasion have been put np to him. and T pnt it to him. 
does he really expect ns to put up any specific case or cases of evasion? 
And if we had been able to put up any speeifie case or cases of evasion. 
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what,. I ask, would the country or he himself have thought of his own 
department? For surely nobody outside that department should be in 
possession of such confidential information as to be able to put up specific 
cases of where a man was under-assessed or not assessed at all to income- 
tax. If anybody became in possession of such information in the course 
of professional connection with the persons concerned, does he really think 
that that person would be free to disclose such confidential information? 
On reflection, Sir, I suggest to the Honourable the Finance Member, he 
will agree that he has no right to expect any such information from out- 
side. As regards suggestions for remedying the irregularities, here again 
I do not think the Honourable gentleman (^an complain, for, in point of 
fact a great number of suggestions were put up to his Department here 
in November last and since then in other places and we must assume that 
all such suggestions have eventually reached his table. I do not therefore 
propose to review such suggestions, because it is obvious that matters of 
such detail can be dealt with much more conveniently elsewhere than on 
the floor of this House. But I would only mention what is perhaps our 
most important suggestion, and that is that a small expert Board con- 
sisting of two or three Members, which may or may not be wliolly official, 
but in any case should be unquestionably highly qualified, be appointed, 
and that they should visit each centre t*o examine the effectiveness of the 
assessments in each circle. That is our basic suggestion, for we are confi- 
dent that on the facts which an unhurried penetrating survey by that 
Board would bring to the light of day, a much more effective administra- 
tion of income-tax assessment could be built up. 

It may well be that many of the suggestions which have been sub- 
mitted are not considered practical in all the circumstances. We do not 
know if that is so but we have no shadow of doubt that all of them are 
not impractical, and that an application of even a few of them would un- 
questionably effect very marked improvement in the existing iinsatisfactorv 
state of affairs. It may be also that the proposed action so mysteriously 
inferred in the Honourable the Finance Member's speech will do all that 
the position calls for at the present time. But, Sir, the inherent vagueness 
of the remarks quite frankly leave the mercantile community with an 
uneasy feeling that the position is not really appreciated and that very 
little is likely to be done. Bightly or wrongly, we are constrained to 
believe that the department does not accept the view that evasion or 
avoidance is nearly as extensive as most non-officials are convinced it is, 
and quite possibly the departiiM-nt (rannot appreciate why we hero are press- 
ing this question at this lime. But In the non-official view there is no 
alternative but to press for the relief we seek, when it is remembered that 
our case, if it is as well founded as wc are convinced it is, really means 
Jbhat those of us who arc to-day paying Ra. 300 a year as income-tax should 
•only be paying about Es. 200, and that those wlio arc paying Es. 1,500 a 
year, should only be paying about Es. 1,000 a year, and that those firms 
which arc paying Es. 0 lakhs a year are really paying 3 lakhs too much 
because snmehrKlv else is avoiding taxation and paving nothing at all. 
The rnosu nreent claim bolh on our sympathy and on our consideration 
however is of tho.Aie unfortunate people whose salary is Ra. 1,000 a year or 
Es. 83 a month, who would bp freed from the taxation which we subjected 
them to in November last under the present financial emergency. Speak' 
ing for myself, T can fmnkly say that, amongst a host of objectionable 
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items in the Finance Member's Supplementary Bill, this feature whereby 
the minimum taxable income was reduced from Bs. 2,000 to Bs. 1,000,‘ 
was the feature which caused me the greatest misgivings. 

There is one thing more which I wish to say. In replying to me last 
November, the Honourable the Finance Member, in his own words, gene- 
rated considerable heat in the defence of his department, and no one will 
blame him for that. Bui — and I should like to make this perfectly clear — 
there was not then and there is not now any suggestion in my remarks atta(*k- 
ing the honesty of his department. I have no reason whatciver to think that 
the integrity of the members of the Income-tax Diipartment stands any 
lower than the very higli standard which makes the Civil Service of India as 
a whole the admiration of the world. VVe do claim, however, that there is 
something very definitely wanted in the effectiveness of the assessment of 
income-tax. We believe the fault lies in the system and, in the absence 
of adequate powers, more than in the actual working of the department. 
But whatever the cause, we do appeal to Government to do everything 
that may be necessary to put matters right. 

Sir, 1 move. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Noii-M.ihamniadan) : Sir, when 1 read 
the cut motion I thought that my friend Mr. Tait would say that there 
was a great deal of evasion of income-tax, but when I heard his speech 
1 felt that he had a good deal of sympathy with those who are heavily taxed 
especially on account of the lowest limit of income-tax having been reduced 
to Bs. 1,(K)0, and also he had a great deal of sympathy for a rebate of 
taxes. I think every one of us who is a human being would like to show 
sympathy with those who evade payments. When my friend Mr. Tait 
travels in a first cla.ss compartment and some stranger tries to get in, he 
tries to stop the gentleman from coming in and thereby the Bailway Com- 
pany loses its income Jind there is thus the evasion of railway dues. Theiu 
Sir, the other day, when a certain income-tax Bill was introduced by my 
Honourable friend the Finance Member by means of which he wanted to 
tax all foreign investments, all my friends on my left were agsunst it. 
That is also a sort of evasion of payment of income-taxes. Sir, being 
human, we all want to evade taxes, but I had thought that I would hear 
from my friend. Mr. Tait, a tirade against such evasions. Those who evade 
payment of taxes are not certainly moral wrecks. I find that my friend 
did not hold that view. It is human nature to evade income-tax, and it 
cannot be avoided. I had thought that this token cut was a vote of 
censure on the Government or on those who evade taxes, but his speech 
has not brouglit out that point at all. My Honoiirable friend expressed 
a good deal of sympathy with those who evade taxes, and I too express a 
good deal of sympathy with those who try to evade, because Government 
impose such taxes as they like and the tax-payer has no say in the matter. » 
So. rightly and naturally, there is a desire on the part of every one to evade 
those taxes. Then, taking into consideration the fact that to-day the tax- 
payer is heavily taxed, naturally there would be such evasions. On the 
ather hand, one. aspect must be recosmised that the low grade Income-tax 
Officers exorcise too much control and recover extra taxation and cause lots 
af annoyance in the country side. Since the recruitment of the new st^ff 
hv the Finance Department to collect all additional income-taxes, T think 
Jhe police are held in as much terror as the income-tax officers are feared 

the districts. The Finance Member himself knows that at present there 



8100 


legislative assembly. 


[16th Mar. 1932. 


[Mr. B. Das.] 

is very little trade in the country, 5ut the newly recruited Income-tax. 
Officers want promotion. So they want to show that they can increase 
the amount of receipts of the income-tax, of the district by so many lakhs 
of rupees. So they go to the shops of eveiy Panwala and Biriwala every 
oilman and grocer and tell tliem that their income is soinething like 
Es. 5,000. Tliese poor people have no accounts and it is their wives and 
children wlio sell the and the him and eke out a bare living. 

Tliese arc cases wlnn-e these people are going to be taxed through over 
zealoiisness. In spite of my being hauled up under some sort of an 
Ordinance, that I am assisting a certain party in evasion of taxes, I will 
rather help that party whenever that man’s income is Es. 500 a year and 
the Income-tax Offiecr assesses him at having an income of more than 
Es. 1,000. So I think this debate coming on the floor of the House at 
least teaches us one lesson. 1 do hope it will make thi* Honourable thf 
Finance Member a little more luunane and lu* will ask his Income-tax 
Ofliecrs and the Centra! Foard of Eevenue to bi* a little bit more human 
and not to apply the income-tax rules too strietly to those whose incomes 
are very low tind who may not liave paid income-tax unless an over-zealous 
Income-tax Oflicer evaluated and assessed their income at Es. 1,000 or 
more. 

Sir Hugh Cocke( Bombay : European): Mr. Das said that it was human 
nature to evade income-tax. Well, I do nol know that I should like to 
agree witli liim that it is human nature to evade income-tax, but it is 
certainly human nature to avoid income-tax, but t^till i 'accept his state- 
ment witli his great knowledge of India. I accept his stateincnt as 
applying to India. That being the case, 1 think it is very strong support 
to the fact that there must be vi‘ry exteusive evasion. I remember once 
a young man about to enter lit\* and Ir* was consiilering wiiether he 
should become an Inspector of Taxes in the rnited Kingdom and some one 
who wa'^ advising him .^aid, ‘’I’here is a great field in the lulure lor 
Inspectors of Taxes because it is said that if everybody paid the income' 
tax they should, there would be no other tax(*s at all.” That probublv 
was soinething of an exaggeration and it is cirtainly not true today in 
the United Kingdom. But to what extent it is true in India. I should 
have very grave doubts. I ]iav(' no doubt in iny mind whatever that 
there has been Iremendous evasion, mostly frrmi tlii’ small merchants and 
shopkeepers. Mr. Das says that it is liurnan naturf*. \V(*1I, whether it 
is human or not, I do not know, anyliow if is a very natural thing not 
to announce your profits and no[, to go out of your way to have your 
income assessed. Tlierefore I suppose that it is u natural process fer 
the ordinary small shopkeeper and merchant, of whom there are thousands 
and thousands in India, to evade assessment to ineomc'-lax. Now' that 
the limit has been reduced from Es. 2,000 to Es. 1,000, of course it will 
bo very much more serious. Many more tliousands of people arc now 
to bo drawn into the net and it is a question how many and what pro- 
portion of the total can be brought in. It is witli this objoep in v'ew 
and that f>f frying to tigliten np the administration, that this matter 
was raised lart November and ia raised again to-dav. Wo have been 
asked to make constructive suggestions. First of all, w'c have been askcrl 
to prove our ca«y>. That, ^ think is impossible to prove with facts anrl 
figures, but I think by inference it is self-evident, and T think Mr. Das' 
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remark that it is human nature to evade income-tax is a sufficient indi- 
cation that no one will deliberately return his profits to assessment unless 
he is forced to do so and if he is forced to do so, so far as he can in 
accordance with his conscience, if he has a conscience, he will naturally 
minimise his profits. Another fact which causies the profits to be 
minimised in the commercial world is undoubtedly the fact that there 
is no allowance for losses. When a man makes a lakh of rupees, he 
says, “I may make a loss of a lakh of rupees next year and therefore 
I must reduce this year’s profit of a lakh of rupees by every means 
I can to a smaller figure so that I may not be mulcted in income-tax on 
a large figure this year when I get no redress for making a loss next year. 
Coming to the actual suggestions, many people have been thinking about 
this subject during the last few months, and certain suggestions have 
been put up which I think would bear mention in this House. One is the 
fact that to-day there is no obligation upon anybody, any private trader 
or individual to send in a return unless he is called upon to do so by the 
authorities. I tliink the time has come to take up this suggestion. The 
point was debated bv the Select Conmiittee that sat on the Income-Tax 
Bill in B)*2l. They decided that, having regard to the state of India then, 
the state of eduealion and general learning, it was not, possihU- to make 
it obligatory upon every individual to file his return wliethev-he wa^ asked 
to or not. But I think tlie time has come now wlien it siionld he made 
incumbent upon an individual to do that. It would ])lac(.‘ the authorities 
in a iniieh stronger position hi'catise anyluHly who has noj sent in his 
return is supjtosed to know the law and ht* is sup])osed to know that 
if his jtrofits or ineonu* t‘M-eed Bs. 1,000 ho ought to have sent in his 
return, and ignorance* of law is n(» defence. That is a v(‘r\ important 
matter whieh reqnin*s attention from tht* authorities. 

Then, there is another point abont income-tax prosecutions. Any one 
who has been reading the English ])apers for the last five years will be 
struck by some almost famous cases which have been brought into the 
courts and they are of well known men who have swindled the income-tax 
autliorities for many years and who have received sentences. These cases 
naturally make otlior people, who have been doing the same, very nervous, 
and possibly it makes them declare with perfect correctness their figures 
whieh they have not done in previtnis yefirs. 1 am told that certain prose- 
cutions have, been launched in India but that the fines inflicted have been 
so trifling, in fact much loss than what the income-tax authorities could 
themselves have imposed, tliat it lias not been worth bringing otlier cases. 
Well, publicity ought to be very useful in this matter, and T hope that 
public opinion may force the courts to take a more serious view of these 
cases and to impose heavier fines, and in that way to make people return 
their incomes correctly who have not done so in the past. 

Then there is the further point as to whether more inspection should 
not be done from headquarters. After all you can <*asily hn\v a certain 
number of experts attached to yonr Income-tax Department, who in tho 
light of their exptMaonce gained in Bengal, can go to ^ladras or Bombay 
and nse that experience and possibly show np lines of assessment, which 
are not appreciated locally. Tak<' a bcH'ikshop. The experience in Bengal 
may be that an average bookshop in the bookshop locality makes a certain 
as profit. Possibly that man goes to Madras and finds that similar 
bookshops are not being assessed on the ground that their income is not 
large enough to be assessed. That experience of experts going round the 
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country may assist to show up irregularities in the income-tax admihis- 
tra-tion of particular provinces and would be a great moral check on the 
personnel of the Income-tax Department, as they would know that there 
would be some one coming along once or twice a year, who was a gr^t 
expert in his subject, and who would pounce on a given street and ask why 
bookshop No. 171 had not been assessed, or why only assessed at so 
much, when its turnover must be so and so. These are the sort of things 
in which experts travelling round the country from headquarters could 
assist. I should be very interested to hear from the Honourable the 
Finance Member how they have been thinking on this matter in the last 
few months and what steps they have in their mind. It must be obvious. 
I do not think it can be denied, that now that the income-tax limit has 
been reduced to one thousand rupees, evasion will be far more serious 
than it has ever been before, that is to say, as regards the number of 

cases, whether it will be in the actual revenue is another matter. There- 

fore i think this matter sliould be ventilated and any step possible to 
bring in the correct amount of tax from individuals should be pressed. 

Mr. O. S. Eanga Iyer (Ttohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Eural): Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the European Group 
was saying that Mr. Das was speaking in favour of the evasion of income- 

tax. 

Sir Hugh Cocke: That is rather an exaggeration. I merely said that 
in his view it is human nature to evade it. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: I am glad the Honourable the Leader of the 
European Group lias generously removed the wrong impression that I 
at any rate had about his speetdi and perhaps some others also on this 
side of the House. Because I think nobody would stand up on tlie floor 
of the House and no responsible man would say out country that 

any one should evade the income-tax. As a matter of fact, I do not 
think there can be any controversy about ibe stated object of the motion 
that the European Group has moved today. I think Government them- 
selves will welcome a motion of that kind because it is calculated to 
strengthen their hands. But the only objection tliat I have to that 
motion is the plea that the Honourable the Loader of the European Group 
put forward, namely, that there should be a severity of punishment for 
evasion which he says there has been in his own country. I am quite 
willing to admit that England is one of the most heavily taxed countries 
in the world; it is also a well-known fact that England is also one of the 
most educated countries in the world; it is also a well-known fact that 
England is one of the richest countries in the world ; and most important 
of aU, it is worthy of note that England is a country which is governed 
by Englishmen and the Government, is responsible to the people and the 
^xes which are put upon the people are put with the people's own consent. 
On the floor of this House we rejected the Finance Bill, and with the 
power which is not shared by the people that England has in this country, 
certified. If the House of Commons had rejecied 
the finance Bill, Englishmen would have had to go and consult their 
people in n genera] election and a new Government would have come into 
^Btence. Triwefore Sir, I would nsk the Honournble the Finance 
Member not to l,Pke the very mischievous advice of the Honourable the 
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XiOader of the European Group and chastise those who evade income-tax not 
only with whips but with scorpions. That is what the Leader of the' Europ- 
ean Group implied when he said that the fines were trifling. He wants very 
severe punishment; he wants sharp exposure of the offenders. All that 
will come when power is transferred from that side to this side. Till then, 

I will only ask the Finance Member to secure our moral sympathy and 
support against the evasion of income-tax, but not to tax the tax-payer 
with a heavier tax, namely, a savage punishment for evasion. That would 
be a disastrous thing when the Government have no responsibility whatever 
and when the House has given them no power to tax the people. 

Mr. H. P. Hody (Bombay Millowners* Association: Indian Com- 
merce) : Sir, the issue before the House is of such a simple and slraight- 
fon^’ard character that I do not think there need have been any disagree- 
ment amongst ourselves. There is no doubt about it that a great deal of 
evasion of income-tax takes place. My Honourable friend iNIr. B. Das 
said that it was a very common every-day affair. 

Mr. B. Das: 1 did not say that. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: He said it was human* nature to do it. 1 entirely 
agree 

Mr. B« Das: Do you want to pay any income-tax on vour foreign in- 
vestments? 

Mr. E. P. Mody: I think this interruption was unnecessary, because 
I was going whole-heartedly to agree with my Honourable friend. As a 
matter of fact I have already said on the floor of this House that many 
people regarded it as a sort of religious duty to dodge the income-tax 
collector. And whether it reflects upon human nature or not, I think i 
was stating what was an absolute fact. I cannot say that I personally 
know of a great many pcpple who do that, but I have not the least doubt 
that a very large number of people exist who think it morally right and 
justifiable that they should try and e.scape the clutclies of the income-tax 
collector. That being so, the only question that arises is whether Gov- 
ernment propose to take any action, and so, what. My Honourable 
friend who moved this cut referred to the speech of the Finance Member 
in reply to his general observations last year, and he said that the Hon- 
ourable the Finance Member had generated a certain amount of heat. 
Well, Sir, I also was unable to follow the Honourable the Finance Member 
in his observations last year. It is no reflection upon the Income-tax De- 
partment. After all you must remember that there are a great many people 
who are out to cheat the income-tax authorities and who have resources 
and w'ho piobably know the rules of the game better than the income-tax 
people. And therefore it is no reflection upon the income-tax authorities , 
that a certain number of people should escape them, and I do not think 
that my Honourable friend the Finance Member should take it ns a 
reflection upon those people W’ho are running the income-tax law in this 
country. And therefore this is an issue which in my opinion ought to 
receive a very sympathetic consideration from the Finance Member. When 
however, the Finance Member in his Budget speech this year 
that he had received very little advice or guidance from 
those people whom he had openly invited to assist him in this matter, 1 
think he was right. The fault however is not altogether with the lenders 
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of commercial opinion in this country. So far aG I am c oncerned at any 
rate and people in Bombay are concerned, the Finance Member was 
going to that citv and those people who were arranging his prc gramme 
had asked a number of people to appear before him and to assist him with 
whatever they thought was reasonable in this matter. I at any rate was 
willin« to appear before the Honourable the Finance Member, but he did 
not ti^ up and I have not the least doubt that when he tours the principal 
cities of India next time, \vhen he gcxis to Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, 
he will find a few people at any rate who will be able to tell him some- 
thin^^ about the way in which income-tax is evaded and how the control 
can*be tightened up. The Mover of the cut, my Honourable friend 
Mr. Tait, suggested the appointment of a committee, not necessarily of 
officials hut of at least people wlio know something about this business, 
and I think it is a suggestion wliich miglit be carefully adopted in this 
connection, .\fter all. the income-tax authorities may not be the best 
people to judge liow far the tax is being evaded and what n casurcs should 
be adopted for the ])urpose of getting iY)und that cw’asion. Some comincr- 
cial nieii. if they are assoedated with tiu* iu('(aiu*-ta\ aufliorit it loiuht hr 
able to gis'(‘ a iiint (jr two wh'itdi may prove very useful; and therefore. Sir. 
I sul)mi! tlfjit the suggestion of my Honourable friend ought to he i-'aM-ived 
with considerable sympathy b\ tlu* fioverninent Bemdjcs. 

As regards the observation of my Honourable fri(‘ud, Sir EFugli Cocke, 
W’hile it is true that in England the law is miadi more severe ui>f*n pi ople 
w’Kt:) dodge the tax then* than it is here, 1 intii'eh agree with what m\ 
Honourable friend, ^Mr. Kanga Iyer has said in that (*onnoelion. I am not 
saying that because England is a richer (H)unlry and Indi.a is a poorer 
country, therefore the ])i opIe an* ju.stified in evading tin* tax and in escap- 
ing this light punishment. That i.s not the point of view. I t.ikc his 
point of view’ to be, and that is a point of view w ith whie.h I am in r.grcc- 
ment, that owing to ignoranec a great deal of evasion may lake* idnce 
which is 7iot necessarily eriininal in intent ; and therefore before the inachi- 
nerv of tiie income-tax law’ is tightene^d up and more severe pi.nislui.ciit 
is meted out to defaulters, a great deal of circumspection requires to be 
exercised. Therefore, Sir, I hope that this motion before the House will 
not be construed as arming the authorities with larger powers of iradiug oat 
punishment to defaulters, but as conveying to them the delihenite oninioa 
of this House that a great deal of evasion is taking place, and that the 
Government, with all their resources, might look into that rjucstion and in 
their examination of it they w dl be certainly enlitled to assistance froin tlifse 
people who know something abont the administration of the Tn(‘ome tnx 
Act. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Const and Nilgiris: Non-Muhanunadan 
, Rural) : Sir, may T say a word in this connection? T am speak im? about 
the condifion oi affairs in The villages and not in big towris like Madras. 
Calcutta, Bombay and other places. Before the introduction of the reform?^ 
and in^^ome-tax became a central subject, income-tax was recovered 
through the agene\' of the village headman and other revenue 
authorities. T remember in my place the village headman forwarded 
list of people liable to be assessed to the TUivemic Inspector; both 
the village h(‘ridTnan and the Revenue Inspector knew more or less inti- 
mateiv about these people, and if they had any grievance they hnd 
naturally the right of making their representations to the Tahsildsr- 
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Tahsildar who was very often a native of the taluq also knew the condi- 
.tions of the people .and so there was no trouble at all. Avoidance of pay- 
ment was cl good deal less in those days. After the centralisation of 
income-tax a separate agency was created. As a matter of fact "now in 
my place there is an Jncoine-tux Officer stationed at Palghat for three 
taluks. This Income-tax Otticer wliofte jurisdiction is wider than a revenue 
division has got only his establishment in liis head oilice. There is no one 
who is in contact wdth the people to help liim. I really do nof know wTio 
sends him the list of people of the remote villages who arc liable to pay 
income- t<MX. My own conjecture is tliat he gets liis infornuition from all 
kinds of people, with tlie result that there is a good deal of avoidance or 
evasion of payment of income-tax. Another aspect of the question is this: 
it would he considerably cheaper to go hack to the old arr*mgcrnent. iTie 
village ofTicer, the Revenue Inspector, the tahsildar the Divisional Oiticer 
and the (’ollector are all paid more now than in the old days, though 
much of the work they were doing la-fore has been relertscd and taken 
away from tliern. Formerly the Cr)llcctor was in cliarge of the District 
Board, salt, income-tax and other things, and he is not likely to demur to 
take up the income tax administration also. So the best way to manage 
income-tax in the districts is to revert to the old system; and it will save a 
Rood deal of expense also. Probably tl.e Local Govern, nents want 

rt contribution for nla^a^Mng this brand, of the ^ \ 

but well ai!<l proper tliat a certain ainnnnt should be on to tlK.n. 
command ibis sus«‘'«tion for the .-onsideration of the uoveinmen.. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Districts and Chiitocr: 
Non-Muhamumdari Hural) : Sir, when iiiy friend, Mr. B. J)as s.nd that 
there was a human tendency to avoid income-tax, I expected he wouiU De 
liable to be misunderstood in this House, and the Honourable the Leader ot 
the Kuropeaii ''roup was not slow in siving exiiression to iny e.xpectation. 
i VLt think he hius interpreted correcth what Mr. Das meant when 
he said that. What Mr. Das said was that on account of the over-zealous- 
noss of the Income-tax Oflkers they levy income-tax mdiscnminately and 
some of those persons who do not have any taxable mconie are on that 
account brought under their purview, and hence there will he a tendency to 
escape such inhuman and unjust taxes. 1 thmk that was what he meant 
when he made that statement; and it ,s exatdly so. 

presentative of the millowncrs Association, Mr. Mody, supported the state 

niont that there was a gewd deal of evasion of 

I do not think he said that with any knowledge of those 

assessees who come under lower grades ot ineomes. 1 the 

iole behalf of the class or interest winch 

millowncrs. It may bo that they are out to 

for that I invite any rigorous apphcalion of ^ • hut when’ 

I will support Government in thou- endeavour to ‘ f Wot 

h,. to talk Tf", t„c.. 

and 1 will he supported by ''>h\ ^ ,,.ho do 

of the Income-tax Act in the interior villages. \ ^ 

not earn that amount of ineoiue also eo.ue ^ ‘ 

income-tax assessing officers do is just to (hat thcv earn some income 

whom they have got some pi vatc " p;;;d„(7 thH^ 

o”h?r »»u *ork.oper, .nd othota do 
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not keep any accounts, and so when they come to the Income-tax' Officer 
and say that they do not maintain any accounts, they are assessed arbi- 
trarily and the amount has to be paid; and once they come within the 
tax, it continues whether they continue to get any income or not. Once 
an assessee always an assessee— Naturally these people being illiterate,, 
even though they have to pay from year to year, they are not able to 
maintain any acJoimls as required by the Act; so it is more of exaction 
than of evasion that we have to deal with. Instead of stressing that aspect 
the whole debate has taken an one sided affair, that is, regarding the 
evasion of income-tax. Now that tlie minimum incidence of the income- 
tax has been lowered, it is all the more ner'cssary that we should confine 
ourselves to the question of exaction rather than evasion, because a larger 
number of persons will ('omc under the purview of these Income-tax Offi- 
cers; and so it is all the more necessarv to see that tliere should be no 
exaction. But not a word has been said about exaction so far by any of 
the previous speakers arc concerned. Kverything has been said about 
evasion alone. For instance, take an individual, the motor bus owner: no 
doubt he gets 5 or C or even 10 rupees a day on his bus service. But look 
at the expense: he has to pay not less than Es. 1,000 as tax to the 
Government per year and about 6-8-0 per seat to the District Board ; also 
he would have borrowed amount for the purchase of the bus itself; he 
does not keep any account of all these things: in addition he has to pay 
interest and the pay of the conductor and driver and running charges; ho 
does not keep an account of all these things. What the Government looks 
at is that he earns so much per day, and therefore he comes under that 
category. I say therefore that there will he more cases of exaction than 
there have been heretofore. I do not deny the fact that there may be 
cases of evasion; but it is verv^ easy for the officers to check the accounts 
and statements in the absence of accounts, and if they find that the 
accounts or statements are not correct then they can investigate them and 
bring defaulting people to book. But at the same time you must take- 
note of this fact also namely exactions. 

My Honourable friend the Leader of the European Group said that the 
punishment for defaulters is not so rigorous in this country as it is in 
England. That has been sufficiently an.swerud by my friend, Mr. Eanga 
Iyer. There are also other reasons. In England the tax is levied on most 
humanitarian grounds. They levy income-tax on a person after giving 
allowance for his jnaintenance, for the maintenance of his wife and 
children, and if there is any dependant, they make allowance for him also, 
and tax him on the extra income if there is any. So there is no reason 
12 Nocn should evade the payment of income-tax, whereas in 

India Government do not take any notice of the circumstances 
•of an assessee, they do not take any note of the peculiar social customs 
of the people nor of the large joint family system under which only one 
member earno w^hile there are a number of dependants on him. He may 
have a number of children and a number of daughters to marry for whom 
he may have to give large amounts by way of dowry and also incur huge 
marriage expenditure, — all those things the Income-tax Officers do not 
take into consideration, and in assessing an individual they will not make 
any deductions for nil this expenditure. That is one thing. 

Then with regard to companies, here also they do not make any allow- 
ance for losses in the previous year, aitd if the assessee gets a little income* 
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the next year within the assessable limit, then he is taxed. So 1 submit, 
Sir, that you should not apply the rule so rigorously in this country as 
you do in England where the conditions are altogether different. 

Further, Sir, here the appellate authority and the authority who levies 
the tax is one and the same person or rather the same department, where- 
as in England the appellate authority is quite different; tlie representa- 
tives of the people of that county namely, Income-tax Commissioners will 
sit as an appellate authority, and so there is not so much rigour in 
England. Therefore, Sir, for all these rt^nsons J oppose the ^lotion moved 
by my friend and also in view of the faet that the actual facts are quite 
different from whal the Honourable the Mover has stated. 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju ((lanjarn cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muham- 
madan huval) : Sir, I am largely in agreement with the remarks made by 
thi‘ Honmirahle gfiitlemari who has just sat down. I do admit that the 
avoidance* of income-tax is bad, but I must at the same fmc say that 
unjust imposition of income-tax is worse. There is no judicial control over 
tiu'se assessments. A Bill is now awaiting introduction in this House to 
\vhi(rh most of the Members of the Op])osItion have appended their signa- 
tures, and unless and until we an* salistied that the assessments lu\.ve been 
properly made, and unless there is a guarantee that those assessments 
Avould be capable of being reviewed by a judicial tribunal, I for one, Sir, 
■can never have any sympathy for the proposition put forward which would 
merely strengthen the arms of the executive. 1 knoNv, Sir, that there may 
be here and there cases of avoidance of income-tax, but to say that there 
is a large number of such cases is not to pay a compliment to income-tax 
officers. At the same time, I know for a fact that there are several cases 
where unjust imposition has been made without any redress. There was 
one case recently where a ta.x of a lakh of rupees was imposed on a man 
and the man being unable to pay the Income-tax Officer had to negotiate 
for the sale of his estate. There was also another case in w’hich a heavy 
tax was* imposed on a man and ho had to file a petition to declare him- 
self insolvent. Several instances of that kind can be multiplied, and I am 
surprised that my, Honourable, friend Mr. Mody had no sympathy . . . , 

9 

Mr. H. P. Mody: It is entirely beside the issue. 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju : It is not entirely beside the issue, because when 
you say that there is an avoidance oi income-tax. if you do not at the 
^ame firm* admit tliat there is :n very many cases injii.stice done by way 
imposing heavy taxation, that would bo avoiding a material point in 
issue. T inr one am not prepared to support any proposition which would 
to suppoi-t the arms of the executive unless such judicial control is 
accorded to us. 


m f** Singh OoQT (Cpiitral Provinces Hindi Divisions : Xon-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, T did not intend to take part in this debate, but I should be 
aiiinrr ;n my duty if I did no< iiifonn the Members on this side of the House 
tint an' the implications of the motion moved bv Mr. Tait. I should have 
yiected that, after the hicid eloquence on the last occasion when he 
Wulgcd :n generalities and avoided specific recommendations, he would be 
ntent with the assurance that was given to him by the Finance Member, 
t now that he has returned to the charge with the same vagueness, with 
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the same generalities and with no constructive suggestions, I feel surprised 
whether the Honourable geiiileniaii has not contracted some sort of mono- 
mania or, shall 1 sa\, niagaloinania for evasions and avoidance of this 
tax. Ma*v 1 remind the Honourable the Mover of this Eesolution that the 
question of avoidance or evasions is not really germane to income-tax. 
We have the customs duties, and I am quite sure that the Honourable 
gentleman when he goes to bhigland, o})eiis a closed box of cigars because 
he finds lhat an open box is not liable to customs duty. (Laughter.) And 
1 have no doubt tluit Honourable occupants of benches on the other side 
follow his good lead in that dh'cetion. If you have a scent bottle, you rip 
open its cover and take a few drops into your handkerchief, not because 
you need that refresher, but because if a full bottle was to c^oss the 
channel it would he subjected to a heavy duty in the port of London. 
(Laughter.) 

Honourable Members entirely forget that whenever a person has to do 
an act or make a stateinent against h‘s personal or pecuniary interest, 
there is always a disposition to make a statement most favoimible to him- 
self. It is a pan of the human trait, and I say to the Honourable gentle- 
men occupying the centre grouj) that nobody on this of the House has 
any object on, — indeed we an‘ mitiivly at one with the underlying purpose 
of this Resolution. Our dilViculties become apparent the moment we 
descend from the cloudy heights of gt'iieralilies into t!ie dusty level of 
particulars. Let us nuw come t(» close (juarters and ask wliat is the specific 
^.'Commendation wbicli be w^Mikl ask the Finance Menilna’ to translate iut<> 
action? On that the Honourable the Mc;ver of tlu» Hesolution was ominous- 
ly silent, and knowing that fact, his lca<ler ran to his rescue, but in rminini.: 
to his rescue, I am afraid, he has run with a hurry without making any 
speed. He said that tlie time has now come when evi'rvb»>d\ should be 
called ui)oii to file a conipnlsorv statement of his income. Nhjw, 1 w’sh to 
ask th(? Honourable the Mover, the Honourable the Leadi'r of the Etiropean 
Group, as everybody i.s not liable to ])ay income-tax, how can you call upon 
everybody to jirepare and file a statement? Are yon going to introdiici'. 
sonic sort of Dfxansday Hook in this country and ask everybody to pre])arc 
on the first day of our I^ord a stateinent and then sanctimoniously hurry to 
the nearest post office or the Ineome-tax Department and file it and say, 
“This is mv confession of faith for the ensuing year 

Sir EughGocke: I was careful to explain that ]H)int. T did not say that 
everybodv should be called upon to file i\ statement ; T said that those who 
were liable should be called to file a statement. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: If my friend were a lawyer, ho would understand 
that he b:i;-> got into a vicious circle. How do you know that the man is 
liable iinh*", he prej)ar(’s bis statement? Wliy should he prepare a stato- 
ment.’ Ikcanse he is liable. As my Honourable friend Sir Abdur llaliini 
has po’iitcf] out, he has got into d<'eper waters than the Honourable fk‘^ 
Mover o) fin; motion by making that suggestion. We have b(*en often told 
that the s}i«.ciri;.]oT should be wary of going beyond his last, and genflenu'ii 
tf) iri .i* iip(3n niatters wliich arc the special domain of lawyoi’S 
should mdecifl b, warv before vhev offer their advice. Then we are told 
by the Honom.tble the I.»ender of thr? Enropoan Group that you must pillory 
everyb?)dy who has Ixa n found guilty of evasion and avoidance. 'The very 
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man who taxes is the man who is the final judge. Then, my Honourable 
friend on the other side says that such is the law of England. I wish 
again my Honourable friend to go and consult some lawyer expert in the 
English law of income-tax. The w'hole procedure in England is diametri- 
cally opposed to the procedure prescribed by the Indian taxing law. You 
have Income-tax Commissioners who are drawn from the people, who 
assess the tax. You have then Income-tax Commissioners who are drawn 
from the people, who modify the tax and hear appeals against that tax. 
You have tlie High Court and special commissioners who modify and hear 
final appeals. They are all representatives of the people, chosen by the 
people, and trusted of th(^ p(?opl(\ Th(?n, you have a wla)ie system of 
judicia*! machinery lor the purpose of contndling undue assessments upon 
the assessee. Have you got that machinery hero? As my Honourable 
friend Mr. Kaju very pertinently pointed ont, that income-tax law here is a 
relic of the old bureaucratic system of hie volo, hie jubeo order. “This is 
what I wish; this is what I ordain.” It is an entirely antediluvian system, 
against which Members on the Opposition Benches have registered a 
written protest, and it is not as my Honourable friend has pointed out, 
that that largely signed Bill is still awaiting introduction. It has been duly 
introduced, and some of us have written to the Honourable the Finance 
Mernb( 3 r to co-op(*rato with us in sounding public opinion before its further 
progress during the next Simla session. What response we shall get to 
our very just appeal, I wait to Hut the (question with which we are 

directly conceriH»d here is this. We all admit, and we must admit, that 
in a’l taxation, and particulariy, in the case of the income-tax, there must 
h(‘ c^’asions and avoidance, but that is not the main question. The ques- 
tion is not that there is evasion aiul avoidance; tlie question is whether 
the doctor’s euro, would not be worse than the disease. And that is a point 
upon wliicli Honour.ahle Members on this side of the House are not at one 
with the Honourable Members in the Centre Group. 

Whal remedy can \a)u suggest for the purpose of mitigating the evil? 
That is the whole question witli which we are concerned. 

Then, it has been pointed out by my Honourable friend Mr. Thampan 
that we have now a new system of procedure, and that the special assessing 
departmenl that has been installed ever since income-tax became a central 
subject ha^^ led to large almses. 'Fhose are abuses implicit and inherent 
in the system. Whim you give any department the sole control and right 
of levying taxes, and wliether you wish or not, the assessor believes that his 
efficiency will be judged by the measure of success that he attains in 
collecting money for his masters, there is always an incentive. I do not 
say you cncoiu ago it . hut 1 say that there is always an incentive inherent 
in the system, — that the Income-tax Officei’s are inclined to become over- 
sicahais in tlio discliarge of their duties. Therefore, what we now require 
is a salutary control over their over-xealoiis discharge of duty. , 

TTononrahh* .Members have said that wo must have a committee. That 
is a question to which T think there can be but one reply. Only yesterday, 
We heard from Sir Abdur Babiin and his colleague ^Ir. Mitra, and we 
a.greed willi them, that when \on have been spendin: large s-ums r.f mo!u> 
upon eommittiH's and commissions whieb turn out voluminous reports that 
l<^nd the a.ehivt s of the (hneriuneut of India and are afterwards forgotten 
J‘nd never given effi'ct to — what i.- tlie good of having one more committee? 

my Honourahle friend. Mr. Tait. who seems to be an exjiert in this suh- 
i'^ct, is taken into the confidence of the Finance Member — he seems to 
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know, or he seems to have a particular knowledge of evasions, and he will 
tell him how evasions take place. I know, Sir, that the Income-tax 
Officers do employ informers, and the informers go and give information, 
which is out of all proportion to the reality of the facts for which they 
vouch. That has led to the accumulated volume of public opinion against 
the Income-tax Department. It is true that the Honourable the Finance 
Member has time and again from his place supported that department. 
I have nothing whatever to say against the personnel of the department, 
and I do not think that any ^lember on this side of the House is saying 
anything against the personnel of that department. What they are 
attacking is the vicious system, the system that lends to abuse, and it is a 
system therefore which must bo speedily, if not immediately, put an end 
to. 

One more word and 1 have done. We know as a matter of fact that 
income-tax will in the very iieay fuliuv l»e* a coiil'ci*!! of the hocal Clovcrn- 
ments. (“Question’’ froni the European Group.) My Honourable friends- 
(>n the other side say “Qiu'stioii' . At any rate it it is a (jiiestioii, it is a 
question which can admit of two answers. It will either entirely go to 
the Local Governments, as they demand, or they will certainly have a 
share therein. But, whether it is one or the other, the fact remains that 
the future of income-tax is on the lap of the gods, and I have been of 
opinion that we should not now change the policy for the purpose of tight- 
ening up the collection of income-tax till we really know where we are. 
If it is a concern of the Central Government in the future constitution, 
then let the future constitutionalists, who will take our place, decide how 
they will levy that tax. If, on the other hand, it goes out of our cognisance 
and becomes a matter for provincial legislation, you would be anticipating 
their decision by launching out on a scheme of our own which, on fuller 
consideration, we may find not only to have been premature but perhaps 
positively mischievous. 

Mr. 0. O. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): I was not 
present when the Mover of this Kesolution spoke, but from the speeches 
of the last speaker, I gather that he entered some sort of protest against 
the avoidance or evasion of income-tax which is now supposed to be going 
on, and that there have been protests from this side of the House against 
some of the proposals which have been put forward from the centre 
Benches. The objection, it seems to me, if I have been able to follow the 
speeches correctly, is against the suggestion to furthev tighten up the 
income-tax law in order to ensure that no one who is liable to payment of 
the tax does escape taxation. Sir, I must confess that I do not quite 
appreciate the attitude of those who wish to maintain that people who are 
under thq law liable to taxation should not be taxed. As to whether or 
not evasions of the income-tax are going on on an extensive scale, I havj) 
no information, but it is common property in Calcutta at any rate, that 
various parties who have at their command a sufficiently long purse have 
the means (jf avoiding tlieir just obligations under the income-tax law. 
(Mr, B. Daft: “Is that so?”) My friend over there may express surprise 
that this is so, hut they must be as much aware of such reports about eva- 
sion of taxes as anybody else in this House, only that some of my friends 
may not wish to admit that fact on the floor of the House. I am at one 
with Sir Hari Singh Gour and others in saying that the rigours^ of the 
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income-tax law ought to be lightened, that its administration must be^ 
made less irksome, that the Income-tax Officers should behave with greater 
consideration towards the public. Upon that, there can be no question. 
There have been instances within my own knowledge and that of other 
Honourable Members, where income-tax officers were unduly severe. I 
know of cases where, for instance, for very good and valid reasons parties 
have asked for a short postponement of the date for production of papers 
and documents, but the Income-tax Officer has peremptorily refused such 
application and has proceeded, after refusing such application, to deal 
with the case as if no proper return had been submitted. These are real 
hardships against which all of us ought to enter our protest, and it is up to 
the authorities here to see that such unduly severe proceedings are not 
allowed. Then, again, I will not say it is common experience, but it is 
the experience of many of us, that the Income-tax Officer when confronted 
with some difficulty or other, invariably goes up to his superior authority, 
the authority which later, on might have to hear the appeal in that case. 
The Income-tax Officer goes to him and takes his directions, and he pro- 
ceeds to make the assessment in accordance %vith such directions. The 
result is that when an appeal is taken to that higher authority, the appeal 
turns out to be purely illusory, because the judgment of the Income-tax 
Officer was dc facto the judgment of the appellate authority, although it 
did not purport to be so. I am quite aware that, in reply to certain* 
questions which were put in this House, the House was informed that 
directions were being issued in order to prevent anything of that kind 
happening. I only hope that the instructions will be scrupulously follow- 
ed by those for whom they are meant. The instructions are to this effect, 
that if an Income-tax Officer finds it necessary to consult his superior 
officer in regard to any case, then that superior authority will not hear 
the appeal. 

Then, Sir, hardships of a different character are well known to many 
of us. I refer lo those cases where small holders of Government securi- 
ties have to submit to the deduction of income-tax cn their securities ut 
the source at the maximum rate, and in most cases it happens that 
5'lthough the parties concerned ore entitled to apply for a refund, the 
procedure involved in applying for a refund is found to be so inconvenient 
that the deduction is never claimed. Poor Hindu widows, Muhammadan 
widows, minors and various other parties similarly situated have found it^ 
I will not say impossible to, but as a matter of fact they do not, apply 
for i^ome reason or other. Therefore this deduction of income-tax at tho 
maximum rate at the source on the interest of Government securities does 
often involve a great hardship to persons who are hardly in a position to 
bear it. There are many directions in wffiich there can be no doubt the 
income-tax law ought to be modified, so as to lighten the burden upon 
the taxpayers as much as possible without at tho same time endanfferinfir 
mvenue. ® 

I will not refer now to the question of the rates of taxes, because for 
present purposes it must be taken as no longer an open point. The rates 
arc unduly high in certain case's. Then, again, the lowering of the limit of 
taxation wdiich had to be imposed recently, (hat again entails a great 
hardship on a large number of people wffio should have been exempted from 
tnc payment of income-tax altogether. While I concede all this, the fact 
cannot be gainsaid that there are still many loopholes left through which« 
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it is possible for many people who do not deserve any sympathy whatso- 
ever to escape. My own feeling is that such a thing is hardly possible in 
most cases except with the connivance of the Income-tax Officers them- 
selves, or at any rate, if not with their connivance, at any rate through 
lack of vigilance on their part. 

There is just one other mailer to which I might refer in this connec- 
tion, and that is the provisions of the section which provides for assessment 
of income-tax on incomes w liicli had escaped assessment originally. Section 
34 lays down that if it is found that anyone has escaped the payment of 
•income-lux or has oeeii under-assessed, then the income-tax authorities 
may proceed against him dc novo or proceed against him for the recovery- 
of the deficiency within one year. Sir, this limit of one year T think is 
much too short," and it docs admit of abuse in many ways. What happens 
i.s this. Suppose any party tinds it possible, by arrangement with the 
particular Income-tax* Officer, to escape the payment of the full share of 
his proper tax, and if that parti(*ular officer remains in ollice for one year, 
then the chances of detection are reduced to nil. Ocnerally, — I suppose 
that is a fact, — Tneome-tax Officers are not transferred very frequently 
fr<»m one place to another. You can sah'lv take more than one year as 
the period during whicli he will remain at a particular place. If, on Ihe 
other hand, instead of making it one year, yon extend the period, it is 
more likely that another officer may come later on to the same .section, 
and the very fact that another will be there, to whom it will b(* open 
check the assessments made during the preceding period, will itself net 
as n deterrent on any particular officer from making any arrangenienis 
witli any party. Either you extend that period of one vear to two or three 
y(?ars, or see to it that your officers are more frequently changed fmrn one. 
office to another. T know this df)es involve a reffoction on the officers con- 
cerned, but I venture to suggest that an inquiry might he made by flic 
Finance Department into this matter to ascertain whether or not there is 
rny ground for the apprehensions expressed. 

Then there are certain defects in section 41. As a matter of fact 
there has been a decision of the Calcutta High Court, to which I do not 
W'l&h to refer at length, which has held that after an asscssee dies, it is 
not open to the income-tax authorities to proceed against his legal repre- 
sentatives. I do not see whv that should be so. My point is this; if we 

ha'Je got to pay the tax, let us all he pla(‘ed on the same basis. I do 

not like the idea that T should have to pay rny ^ull quota, whereas my 
friend over there will somehow or f)ther manage to esc^ape. That is not 
fair. As my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh (loiir, has pointed out. 
you cannot help evasions of any law, however stringent the law may he, 
but if there art^ patent defects in thei law, then (here is no reason wliy you 
should not »(^move those defects or any possible loopholes which you can 
anticipa^;. That is rny view. ] know of a ca.sf* when* tlv* cxecufor of an 

estate was served with a notice of asses.srnonl on behalf of the. estate which 

he was n-‘f)r(*Kcuf ing. Proccu'dings went on up to a certain point, aiul 
then that c - <-ioor dicfl. .\uotb<*r executor eaiiu* in his plae(^ and ^hi^’ 
executor frw)k ))oint that under section *11 he was nof liahh*. The |)0*' 
e('edings which f <d ],ofn taken against the former cxecufor, if was saiJ- 
came to an er.J on tlie death of that executor, and could not bo revived 
against the present executor. The present executor could be held liable 
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in respect of only the period that he was in office. Sir, that point has 
been taken, I know. The point has not yet been finally settled in the 
sense that the High Court has not yet had an opportunity of pronouncing 
a final opinion on that question. But T think, Sir, the law ought not to be 
left in any state of uncertainty. You have in section 41 certain categories 
of persons specifically mentioned. There is no reason why you should not 
specifically include also the case of an executor. Th€?refore T say. if you 
examine the matter impartially, there can be no question that there are 
many directions in which tlui law can be improved, T mean, not in the 
sense of tightening its rigour, but for the purpose of securing that those 
who are liable are really madt^ to pay. That is all T have to sav. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, I sViall not take much time of the House. I am sorry I 
was not present when the rTf)noiirable jMember, Mr. Tait, moved his 
motion, but, as I gatlur, he has not ]>ut forward any definite j>roposition 
before this 1 louse*, lie has complained of the laxity of the administration 
of the income-tax law and suggested that the penalties provided in the 
Act should hi* heavier and more deterrent than at present. Well, 

that is a propf)sition of a very geiua*al character, and as has been rightly 
pointed out by my Iloiiourahle friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour. it docs not 
lead anyone anyvvher(\ T wisli spe(aally to point out this that the income- 
tax law as it is is not of a eliaracai-r wliieh has satistit'd aii> portion of the 
public. "Jdiere are prrivisions in it which do require re-examination in the 
light of tiu* ('xpt‘ii(’ne(' we have had of its administration. Sir, if the 
siigg(‘stion was that the whole (jf the income-tax law ought to be reviewed 
and a fresh .\(»t drafted, then wo should be prepared to support such a pro- 
position. As regards the evjision of income-tax and of the Tncomo-tax 
Officer, T do not think that is a phenomenon that obtains only in this 
country. .\s has been jmintod out so nicely by Sir Hari Singh Gour, 
customs duties in Europe, for instance, are systematically avoided. — and 
T know they are avoided by persons placed in very high positions in life, 
persons very rich. They tliink that to evade the customs officers in different 
countries is no crime at all. T do not think this statement will be challeng- 
ed by anyone. 1'he tax-gatherer has nev^r been popular in any country, 
and T am sure he is not so in England and has never been so if I have 
read the history of that little if*land aright. But one serious point which 
T want to bring to the notice of the TTouse is this. Under the Einance Bill 
as it has been passed by Government. 350.000 assessces have been added 
to the list. T want the Government just to imagine what that means. 
Government have provided for, T believe. 18 lakhs of rupees in order to 
Tneet tlie expense which Gie administration of the law, as now extended, 
will involve. 350.000 assessces means a very largo number of people 
''lio]n tlie Tneoni»‘-la\ Officer will havt' to assess, men whose incomes are 
only Bs. 1,000. That would mean a class of people who arc not in the 
habit of keeping accounts, such as, small shopkeepers, small traders^ and 
men who do verv small business in all parts <if the country. Sir, T really 
shudder to think, when the Act is in full force, and when 350,000 people 
nro brought under the operation of the income-tax gatherers, what the 
pelitical consequences will be. 'N'olv'idy likes to pay income-tax and when 
you are. going to exact a cort.nin amount of money from people with such 
a small income ns Tls. 1.000, you may take it that the popularity of Gov- 
ernment will diminish in that proportion. I am really afraid that 
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certain result of the extension of the income-tax to this large class of 
people with very small incomes will be that the political unrest in the 
•country will be aggravated. 1 should therefore like to warn the Govern- 
ment to see that the administration of the Act is so carried on that the 
‘least hardship may be caused to the large class of people now brought under 
the operation of the Act. I feel that when T am giving this warning and 
advice to the Government, T am not exaggerating the situation. I believe 
that they themselves will realisio that it is rather a serious undertaking to 
assess 350,000 people in the country, and they cannot be too careful in 
seeing that the administration of the Act is not carried on unduly harshly. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, in some 
respects my task in replying to the original motion is a somewhat easy 
•one for, if I am to oppose the motion, I think I have had a good deal 
of support for that line of action coming from my Honourable friends 
opposite. But 1 am sure that they will not quarrel with me, if, though 
I welcome their support, I prefer to put my own case in a slightly 
different way. I think it is very important that we should endeavour to 
be clear as to the exact issue which is before the House, and I confess 

that, although my Honourable friend from Bombay, Mr. Mody, said that 

the issue was a very clear and simple one, I was — at least until he had 
spoken and thrown the illuminating light on the subject which he generally 
throws on any situation, — in some difficulty in understanding exactly what 
was the case" with which 1 have had to deal. I have tried to clear up 

my own mind on the subject and I will if I may try to dear up the 

minds of Honourable Members in the House on the issues. 

In the first place, I would like to say at once that I am not concerned 
with the moral issues ; I am looking at this matter entirely from a business 
point of view. Although 1 am sure all of us are grateful for the illuminat- 
ing confessions about his own human weaknesses in the matter of evading 
Customs duties which fell from the lips of my Honourable friend the 
Leader of the Nationalist Party, we need not really concern ourselves with 
that aspect of the matter. Now, Sir, if I come back to the speech of 
my Honourable friend on my right, who moved this motion. 1 think 1 
might interpret what he said in three alternative ways. In the first 

place, he did say that his reason for moving this cut was his dis- 

satisfaction wdth the reply 'which I had given in the case w^hich he made 
last November in my Budget speech. That is a point which T can 
explain later. The second possible interpretation — and I am very much 
afraid that this is the interpretation which my, Honourable friend himself 
would put on his motion — is this; that there does exist in this country 
^day an abnormal amount of evasion of income-tax which by the 
exercise of ordinary efficiency on the part of the Income-tax Department 
we could prevent, and that, if wre could prevent that, we should achieve 
such revolutionising effects in our returns of income-tax that we should 
be able to relieve other tax-payers to the "'extent of several crores. Sir, 

if that is my Honourable friend's case, I must contest it to the last 

ditch. The third possible interpretation is this, that there exists in India 
today, as in all countries, a substantial amount of avoidance of income-tax. 

1 might further expand this interpretation by saying that; conditions bein^? 
wnat they arc in India, the extent of the avoidance of taxation which 
goes on here may be larger than it is in other countries which have a 
higher standard of education «and a smaller area to be covered by Govern- 
ment authorities in collecting a tax of this kind, — as for exaupple i® 
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England. But, — ^to csontinue this interpretation of the case, — it is, as T 
have already said, that there is in India substantial amount of evasion 
as in all other countries and that it is the duty of Government to pay 
vigilant attention to the matter, to be constantly endeavouring to improve 
and make more efficient their miachinery for preventing this evasion, and 
to be ready to listen to suggestions which may come from the business 
comm uni t}^ or from other unofficial quarters as to improvements which 
they could effect. If that is my Honourable friend’s case, I am perfectly 
prepared to accept 

Now, Sir, going back over these three interpretations, 1 am sure the 
House will appreciate that I did not attempt to deal exhaustively with this 
case of evasion of income-tax in my Budget Speech. I am sure the 
House will agree with me that my Budget speech was long enough without 
that and that there was no room for its enlargement to the extent that * 
vould have been necessarv on that particular topic. But I did try to 
put in a few words some account of what I had done since this matter 
was discussed last November. I think my Honourable friend is perhaps 
a little ungracious in having characterised that account as totally unsatis- 
factory and insufficient. Ke knows perfectly well that I have been in 
correspondence with the members of his Group, and that I have expressed 
iny willingness to discuss their suggestions in detail wdth them as soon 
as the urgent pressure of work which falls upon a Finance Member’s 
shoulders during the discussion of the Ihidget and Demands for Grants 
is over. I repeat the assurance which I have given that I am very anxious 
to go into the points which my Honourable friends have raised and to 
consider whether tliore is room for some improvement in our machinery. 

Then, Sir, if 1 turn to the second interpretation, an interpretation 
wliich implies that there is an abnormal amount of evasion going on 
which could be stopped by the exercise of the ordinary efficiency, and 
which would improve our revenue in terms of crores. 1 must take the 
line that my Honourable friend has entirely failed to establish his case. 
He said he would have liked to hear from me how we, on further 
consideration, viewed the figures which he put forward last November. 

I thought that I had given some answer to him in the course of the 
debates in November. My Honourable friend's case rested mainly on 
this ground, that according to statistics wdiich he collected from Burma 
it was clear that if in Bengal there was the same efficiency of collection 
as he maintained was exercised in Burma, then we should gain three or 
four crores. I doubted the figures on which my Honourable friend based 
his case. But I took the broad line with him that it w^as quite impossible 
for us to believe that we had in the Income-tax Department in Burma 
an example of all that was perfect, of the greatest possible efficiency 
which could be achieved in this world, whereas in Calcutta we went to 
the other extreme and reached the actual basic limit of inefficiency. I put 
it to him that on the face of it that was an impossible thesis. Since then, 

I have had most carefully examined the statistics on which he based his 
case. I am afraid it will bo impossible for me to go through those figures 
in the time available to-day, but I should be very glad to furnish my 
Honourable friend with what I think he will accept as a complete answer 
to that particular line of argument. Nevertheless, my Honourable friend 
repeats, as far as I understood him, the case which he put forward before 
^nd he bases his argument entirely on his ow^n “conviction”. In the 
meanwhile since last November, I have, as I informed the House, taken 



211 < 


X^OfSLATIVB AmBXBLY. 


>[16th Mar. ig82L 


[Sir George Schuster.] 

such opportunity as was possible, to consult with the various business 
organisations on this matter. It was, I am afraid, as my Honourable 
friend Mr. Mody has pointed out, impossible for me to go down to Bombay 
and meet certain business representatives there, but I did have thV 
occasion to go very fully into the matter in Calcutta, and I confess that 
I was disappointed with the way in which evidence came forward for 
establishing this case for evasion. My Honourable friend admits that 
now, and his answer is that it would be foolish, and it must surely have 
been beyond anything that I could have expected, to hope that I should 
get from himself and his business associates any direct evidence of evasion. 
But 1 put it to my Honourable friend that, while it may be very difficult 
for him to produce that evidence, nevertheless if he spoke entirely without 
' evidence from what did he derive his conviction? It is a little hard to 
understand the line whi(*}i my Homairable hiends on Uie right are taking. 
It seems to me that flic case is rather like this, if I may give him a 
homely example. Supposing one of my Honourable friends is held up 
between Old Delhi and New Delhi for exceeding the speed limit in his 
motor car, and he asks the policeman who liokls him up, what evidence 
he has got that he was driving at sixty miles an hour. The policeman 
says, “1 have not got a stop-watch. I do not know. But you nave a 
speedometer in your car and you must know whether you hav(‘ exceeded 
the speed limit.” Jt seems to me that that is rather tlie line which my 
Honourable friends an* taking. If tliey expect ns to accept the position 
that there is a large amount of culpable evasion on tbe scale which my 
Honourable friend’s figures indicated, tlien I do submit that it is up to 
them to produce at least some evidence to us of concrete^ eases. T would 
go further and say that their general line of argument is — and it was 
implied in what fell from the Honourable the Mover, — their gcuieral line of 
argument is that we who work in Government offices in some way or 
other divest oursedves of that matter-of-faet common siuise wliicli we 
might enjoyed when we w'ere indulging in other and more profitable 
occupatims. That I take it implies that my Honourable friend, who still 
enjoys that easier and more profitable form of life, does in Ids own person 
preserve that matter-of-fact common sense which he so much admires 
and of which 1, apparently, and my official colleagues have long ago 
divested ourselves. T appeal to my Honourable friimd, why does he not 
come forward to give us the benefit of that matter-of-fact common sense 
and tell us how we can overcome this great evil on which he h^is enlarged 
so eloquently before tlu? House? I think tliaf on these lines the case 
put forward is, if T may sa\ so, an unreasonable one. But I do not wish 
to stress that point too mucli and I hope that on reflection both the Honour- 
able the Mover and tlio?o wla, sit with him on those Bcnclics will ho abl(* fe 
accept the third and the more* modest interpretation which T have given 
to their position, the interpretation that is that tlu rc is evasion, that is ft 
normal* feature of the administration of income-tax law in any counlry, 
that the probabilities are that it exists owing to the nature of the case 
a larger extent in India than in some other countries, and that it is onr 
duty to do our best by detailed measures to improve the machinery which 
we have for preventing it. On those grounds T am prepared to discuss the 
matter with my Honourable friend. 

Now, I have here material which could easily form the subject of ® 
speech for another hour and a half, dealing fully with 12 suggestions that 
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have come recently from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and with 
half-a-dozen other suggestions which have come from other quarters, but 
I do not propose to go through those to-day. I propose to discuss them 
with my Honourable friends. A good many of them will require legislation 
in some form or other, and judging from what has fallen from the lips 
of my Honourable and learned friend the Leader of the Nationalist Party, 

I think a good many of them will encounter a fairly strong opposition in 
this House. That does not mean that we shall not necessarily proceed 
with them, but the matter is not quite so simple as my Honourable friends 
think and it does require very careful consideration as to the exact form 
in which we should put forward these proposals. Now, I do not want to 
frighten the House by what I have said. The proposals which I have in 
my mind and which would require legislation are all fairly simple and 
not of a very drastic nature, and I am afraid I cannot hope that they 
are going to produce any very sensational results. They are exactly of 
the nature of the measures to which I have already referred, small points 
of detail which will to some extent tighten up our machinery and 
thus, we hope, improve its efficiency. It is measures of such a kind 
which we have been considering, and which we are prepared further to 
discuss; land if there are any other suggestions on those lines, whether 
they come from my Honourable friends on my right or from my Honour- 
able friends opposite, I say here that wo shall be very glad to receive 
them and that we shall give them our most careful consideration. I think. 
Sir, that is all that I need say on the subject. Before I sit down, I 
would therefore sum up what I have said by inviting my Honourable 
friends on my right to accept the modest, and I think I may say the 
common sense, int(*rpreiation which 1 have put upon the motion moved 
by my Honourable friend; and, having taken it in that light, I w’ould 
suggest to tliem that, in view* of what I have now said, they should not 
press the matter to a division. 

Mr. John Tait: Sir, T do not propose to take up much time of the House 

1 p M because 1 fool that I have more or less established my case as 
* ■ regards evasion of income-tax. With probably one exception the 
Honourable tlu* Leadi‘r of tlie Tiidcpendcnt Party every other speaker has 
clearly admitted that evasion does exist and does exist to a serious extent. 
My Honourable friend ilr. Das went further and pleaded with Government 
to make it more easy for the evasion to continue. Several of his friends 
made an attempt to wdiitowash that speech which was an extraordinary 
statement, but I am afraid they signally failed to do so. However, the 
fact remains thiit there was not one single speaker who got up to say that 
evasion did not in fact prevail. 

There was much complaint made about the oppressive tactics of the 
Income-tax Department, and with that I have a fair amount of sympathy. 
But I do contend that the fact that honesA people are harassed by the 
Income-tax Department is no argument that dishonest people should be 
allowed to escape. It is one of our complaints that the time and energy of 
the Income-tax Department is in a great many cases expended fruitlessly 
jn harassing honest people when their time could be much better employed 
in sleeking for new assessees. 

It was somewhat difficult to find from the speech of the Honourable 
^he Leader of the Nationalist Party what his attitude towards evasion of 
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income-tax was, but one thing that was clear from his opening remarks was 
that there is very little regarding evasion which the Honourable gentleman 
is not perfectly aware of. 

However, we are very grateful indeed to the Honourable *the iFinance 
Member for what has fallen from him today and I can say that he will be 
perfectly justified in taking all the three alternative interpretations as the 
purport of my speech. However, as he has given usi an assurance that it 
is intended to institute such measures as circumstances may require to put 
matters right and that we will have an opportunity of discussing these 
things with him, I think our case is met. We have no intention of being 
unreasonable at all. We still adhere to the view that very extensive 
evasion is practised in the country, and because of that other people are 
paying more than they ought to do. However, as he has said the matter 
can be best discussed in committee or at a meeting; that meets our casi^ 
and therefore. Sir, in view of these circumstances, with your permission and 
with the leave of the House, T desire to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. President: Has the Honourable Member leave of the House to 
withdraw his motion? 

Several Honourable Members: No. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has not got the leave of ihe 
House to withdraw’. 

The question is : 

“That the Domancl under the head ‘Executive Council’ be reduced by Rs. 100." 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-a»sembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Indianisation of the Army. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Eurnl): 
Sir, I beg to move : 

“That the Demand under the head ‘Executive Council* be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

It is a subject which has been debated many times in this House for a 
very long time, and again I wish to bring to the notice of the Govemnient 
and of this Honourable House how far this subject has advanced and what' 
achievement India has made since the beginning of the reforms. 

In 1923, I moved on the 24th January a Ecsolution which was wordeJ 
as follows : \ 

“This Assemhly recommends to His Excellency the Governor General in CounJ 
to be pleased to 9 [et King’s Commission for Indians by direct recraitment and V 
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(promotion from the rank of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers in such number that all 
racancies in the Indian Regiments be in future filled by such Indian Officers only 
till all Indian Regiments are wholly 'indianised.” 

My object in moving this Eesolution was that it should apply to the 
regiments in which the sepoys were Indians and I confined it to Indians 
when I used the words ‘‘Indian Regiments*' that is that it should apply 
•only to those regiments where the sepoys are Indians, and it did not con- 
cern the British troops at all; and while moving that Eesolution, I said 
:at that time what I am ready to say now' : 

“I am not actuated by any racial feeling and I do not wish to minimise in any way 
thergreat services rendered to the Indian Army by the British officers for a very long 
time past. British officers in India have played a great part in teaching discipline 
to the Indi'Bii Army and in maintaining peace and order in the country. The great 
quality of a Britisher of knowing bis duty is well known to all Members of this 
Honourable House, and the whole Hou.se, I hope, will agree with me and will support 
me in appreciating the services which British officers have been rendering to India. 
They have taught such good discipline that the fruits of it were found on the battle- 
fields of France, Mesopotamia, Palestine, South Africa. China and other places. 
British officers have led the Indian troops in a remarkable way, and they have won 
great fame for the Indian Army.” 

I still pay that tribute to British officers serving in Indian regiments; 
and w'hen I move this cut and bring the same Resolution forward for 
coiiPflderation, it is not in any way because I minimise the great services 
rendered bv the Bntish officers serving: in the Indian Army; mv intention 
is totally different; and it is this, as it was then, that the Indian officers 
who are the Viceroy’s Commiss-ioned Officers serving in the Indian regi- 
ments, with a few exceptions, as I will show\ have proved their w'orth on 
many battlefields and they have rendered such signal services that, in 
spite of their having never rc(!cived proper education or the training that 
is given to the British Officer at Sandhurst, these people proved their worth 
during the war and that they were second to none in their loyalty, in their 
valour and in their ability to lead troops. This fact was very well recognised 
by His Excellency the late Lord Raw'lincon when he w’as# replying to my 
speech. He said: 

“In the first instance, during the war and since, 371 Honorary King’s Commissions 
have been granted mainly as war rewards to Indian Officers holding the Viceroy’s 
Commission in the Indian Army. Tn addition to these, there are now some 66 Indian 
Officers holding the full King’s ComniKssion and serving in the Regular Indian Army, 
or doing the normal period of attachment with a British regiment . . . 

He further said ; 

“Many of them have received the King’s Commission, largely as a reward for 
gallantry and di.stiiigiiished .service in the field and we shall continue to recognise 
such distinguished services by the grant of further King’s Commissions to this class 
as time goes on.” 

Thisi very fact shows that when 371 King’s Commissions were granted as a 
reward to the officers who wore holding Viceroy s Commissions, they were 
placed on the same footing as the British Officers during the war and after 
the war, when thousands of tliem had perished on the battlefields and laid 
down their lives for the cause of the Empire they showed that they were 
really fit and proper persons to have a great regard from this coiintr^^ and 
from the Government asi well. Their services were recognised ; but I think 
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they were still not recognised v quite adequately, becau&ie though the 
number was 371, a great number, still it was really because thousands of. 
them had perished who would really have obtained the King’s Commissions 
if they had survived the war. After seeing this, when we can find amongst 
the martial races people who are quite capable of conducting armies and 
of fighting ip, the war equally as well as any British officer or any European 
army can fight, I see no reason why any stigma should remain on the face 
of the Indian Army, that it cannot produce a sufficient number of officers 
to officer their own regiments. That is the motive which impels me today 
to bring in the siaino llesolution. I think that the policy which fclie East 
India Company had pursued in getting Indian sepoys who were officered, 
by the Europeans should be abandoned now. The time has changed and 
is changing every day ; with the increasing power in the civil departments,, 
the increasing responsibility in the military also must come to Indians. 
Unless we have the Indian Army Iiidianised, the Indians will stUl be in- 
capable of defendng their shores, and they will be unfit absolutely for home 
rule or any rule whatsoever. I think His Excellency Lord Rawlinson 
speaking at that time realised this very factor and I will quote from his 
memorable speech one sentence and that will strengthen my cause. He 
said : 

“Now it will he idle to ignore on the other hand the desire for change that 
comes very naturally with changing times and I can readily understand that as the 
people of India claim increasing independence they should also claim increasing oppor- 
tunities to fit themselves for self-defence. The desire that the Indian Army should' 
be Indianised follows as a nafural sequence, and Government, as I have already said, 
have for a considerable time recognised that a demand of this kind is inevitable and 
they have spent much time and pains in investing the best means of assisting the 
people of India to realise their ambition \Nithout at the same time sacrificiiig even for 
a time the traditional efficiency of the Indian Army.** 

Sir, the late Lord Rawlinson and the Government of India and the 
Home Government ret^ognis^cd that, with the change of time this demand 
will be inevitable and this demand will ho made everv time. After the ten 
years that have elapsed since then, T still feel justified and T stand here 
justified in moving this motion. I was advised by my Honourable friends 
of the vhen Democratic Party — and out of that party I find T have here my 
old, respected and learned friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour, — to withdraw my 
Resohitiion. My friend t<x>k part in that debate, and I find from the divi- 
sion that although we liad that very morning a very strong majority, yet on 
account of an unfortunate incident, — t call it an incident, — which occurred, 
I could not get a sufficient number of votes, and T waw advised to withdraw 
my Resolution on account of a statement made by His Excellency Lord 
Rawlinson. I thought I should not withdraw the Resolution, for T felt 
that posterity would blame me if T did so, and that I should have no 
ground to justify myself in the future if I accepted that statement, and 
today, Sir, I feel justified in not having accepted that statement. Sir, this 
Resolution was moved on the 24th of January, but the time was very short. 
It was moved in the afternoon, and after a reply from the Commander-in- 
Chief and a speech from Dr. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikari, the debate was 
pos4>poned till the 17th of February. Tn his speech the Commandcr-in- 
Chief had made one remark on the 24th of January as follows: 

“From the Rtatemenis already made in this House, Honourable Members are awarcr 
that the Government is still not able to set on foot any specific scheme of Indianisation 
or even to say really now when this will he possible. It is hoped, however, that it 
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will be possible to make an announcement at no vei^ distant date when the cor- 
respondence which is still proceeding between the Government of India and the 
Secretary of State will be concluded. The correspondence has been prolonged and 
the consideration given to the matter has been very thorough, as indeed the iiiip^^rtance 
of this matter deserves.’* 

Now, Sir, this was said on the 24th of January, when the correspondence 
between the Government of India and the Secretary of State had not been 
concluded, and when the Commander-in-Chief said that he would be able 
to make an announcement as soon as possible. Then on the 17th of 
February, to which date this Eesolution was postponed for further discus- 
sion, Hi?^ Tixcetlency came into the House and was the first to get up and 
make an announcement, which perplexed practically everybody for the 
time being; it practically dazzled or I may say captured the minds of every- 
body, because they did not then realise fully the importance of that 
announcement. They thought the announcement would go a long w’ay and 
accelerate the pace of Indianisation of the Army, but what do we find 
today? This is what the Commander-in-chief said: 

“Tn the short interval that has elapsed the correspondence which I then said was 
proceeding has been concluded, and I am able to announce to the House the following 
decision, that the Government consider that a start should be made at once f-o as 
to givv^ Indians a fair opportunity of proving that units officered by Indians will be 
efficient in every way. Accordingly it has been decided that 8 units of cavalry or 
infantry be selected to be officered by Indians. This scheme will be put into foice 
immediately. The 8 units to be wholly Indianised will be merely infantry units, 
but there will he a proportion of cavalry.” 

Now, Sir, this junioiinceinont really cast a p#pcll on the whole House on 
that day. Honourable Members thought that from Second Lieutenants 
officers would at once be promoted to Colonels and Majors as if by magic, 
and that these officers would go and lead the Army without acquiring much 
experience, or that people selected from schools and colleges would be 
appointed as Captains and ^lajors, (.Ijt Honourable Member: “From 
factories”) — probably from factories also as the ^lembers then thought, in 
fact Members then thought that the underlying object of my Eesolution 
had been achieved, but I found that the decision of the Assembly was 
wrong and that wrong decision still* stands today .... 

Mr. B. Das: Nobody expected anvthing better from that Assembly in 
1923. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Let me see what; you will do today. 
I realised then, Sir, that these 8 units would be absolutely separated, 
they would be treated something like the depressed classes in the Army 
Department, and my apprehensions on this ground were fully justified. 
I find there is a general grievance among Indian officers serving in those 
regiments that they are socially isolated, in fact there is a strong feeling 
among these officers that they are not treated or respected in the same 
way as British officers are treated, with the result that nobody likes to 
go into those units; everybody wishes to bo shifted from those units. T 
thought that as vacancies occurred, in the higher ranks of the British 
Army these officers would bo promoted as Captains or Majors and thus the 
process of Indianisation would bo accelerated, and if this method had 
been followed it would have taken 24 years for a King’s commissioned 
officer to come up to the rank of a Lieut. -Colonel. If that scheme had 
been accepted then, probably by this time we would have had Indians 
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as officers holding the ranks of Captains and serving under British officers,- 
and who would in the natural course of things have occupied the rank 
of Majors and Colonels according to seniority, and it would also have 
proved the sincerity on the part of the Government to prepare India for 
self-government. But, Sir, what do we find today? This 8 units scheme 
was not and is not acceptable to anybody even after a lapse of 8 years,, 
and I would like to hear what our Honourable friend the Army Secretary 
has to say on behalf of the Army Department in support of the policy 
which they adopted at that time'. I do not like that incidents that happen 
in the House hero in connection with Army questions or the incidents 
that happen outside this House should in any way interfere with tho 
loyalty, the unswerving loyalty, of our officers in the Army : I am anxious 
that the Annv should be kept absolutely free from ithe criticisms of 
politicians ; I want that tlie Army should live as the Army and not as 
politicians; but, Sir, the policy ‘.vliieh is pursued, the wrong policy which 
is pursued by the Government of India today, is dragging the Army 
unfortunately into politi(*s. Politicians in the districts think that they 
should invade the Army by making capital out of the discontent that 
exists among the Army officers, by creating discontent in their hearts, by 
showing them that they are not treated pi*operly and so forth, and this 
will continue as long as the Government persist in their present policy; 
and it will be a very deplorable state of affairs indeed if the Army really 
begins to feel in the; way they are made to feel. I say, the Indian officer., 
whether he be a Viceroy’s commissioned officer, or a King’s commissioned 
officer, has proved his loyalty b(*yond any suspicion or doubt. You cannot 
impeach his integrity; you cannot impeach his loyalty. He is ready to 
give his life, he is ready to sacrifice his children and all his pleasures 
for the sake of the Empire, as has been proved on many battlefields. 
He had gone ungrudgingly outside India to fight the wars of the Empire 
Why? Because these people come from the martial races who delight in 
taking part in warfare, whose business, whose job, whose training from 
their very cradle is warfare. They can never rest content unless they 
have somebody to fight with. You are limiting their sphere up to 
Eisaldar Major, or Havildar Major, or something like that, which means 
that you deprive the best people of the country, the most loyal people. 
You narrow down the limits of their ambition — that is Government’s 
present policy. Their policy is to stop these people from rising higher and 
shining as their forefathers did before. It is not that the martial classes 
did not produce any capable officers before the British came to India. 
We had Indian armies which went out of India, the Eajputs and the 
Mussalmans went outside India, The Army which was led by Aurangzeb 
to Central Asia was composed not of Persians but of the Mughals,. 
Pathans. and the Eajputs. The Eajputs had shown the same valour as 
the Mughal armies had done. Their names are written down in history. 
Before the Mussalmans came to this country the Rajputs were in the 
front; thereafter we had the Pathans and the Mughals who were conspi- 
cuous. The valour of Porus who met Alexander the Great is written in 
history. We fiurl that though not only in Indian history, but it is to be 
found in the Greek history, how bravely Porus fought against the dis- 
ciplined army of Alexander tlie Great. He had received eight or nine 
wounds, and he was absolutely injured, but still he never left his com- 
mand. He .stopped there keeping his army cheerful all the time. So, 
shows that, in valour the Indian army is not wanting. In loyalty they are 
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not wanting. The only thing that they are wanting in is proper tredning. 
May I ask, whose fault it is that they are not properly trained? At the 
bime when Babar came, the Indian armies fought against the Mughal 
armies with great distinction. When the Indian armies went to the south' 
India to conquer it, the record of their achievements is all there. 
Sivaji's exploits are there, the Mughal army’s exploits are all there. The 
officers in the Indian States* armies are all Indian, practically no English 
officer serving in the Indian regiments of Indian States. The Hyderabad 
r'ontingent, the Gwalior forces, etc., distinguished themselves in the War. 
The Hyderabad regiment went to fight in Palestine, Egypt and other' 
places. I find in the records of the War, some Indian friends of mine, 
at least one Indian friend of mine, who belongs to the Indian Legislature 
though to tho other ])lace, led a British regiment in France 
when all the British ofiieers had he(*n killed. He was the only 
offiicor left, and he commanded th(? British regiment and did so with 
great distinction. His name was reported in despatches, and here in 
this House I find that we have got distinguished men. We have got our 
friend sitting behind me Gaptain Sher Muhammad Khan. He has fought 
in China, the frontier, Egypt, Gallipoli, and the Black Sea, with great 
distinction. We have got as your Marshall a gentleman who rose from 
the lowest rank to the highest which could be allowed to an Indian officer. 
He got an M. C. in the War. He afterwards got a King’s commission, 
but, instead of wasting the best part of his life as a sepoy, if he had been 
given the opportunity of enrolling himself and becoming a King’s com- 
missioned officer, he would not have been a mere Captain Nur Ahmad 
Khan, but General Nur Ahmad Khan in the Indian Army. Is there any- 
body whom you can call a General in India among the Indians? There 
were Generals, and Field Martials, in the past, before the advent of the 
British. Whv should they be kept down? Why should this policy be 
adopted which keeps them down and down although they have got all the 
other qualities except the one quality of training? These people are not 
responsible for their lack of training. The responsibility lies on the 
Government to select the best people out of the martial classes in suffi- 
cient numbers. You give them a chance to be educated in the schools. 
If these people cannot educate their children properly on account of the 
insufficiency of the salaries that they get, it is the duty of the State to 
provide money for free education of the children of those people who are 
serving in the Army. If you give them the same education, the same 
opening, they will shine as well as anybody in the Empire, for the benefit 
of the Empire. They will serve as loyally as they are serving 
now, and they will be a great asset to the Empire in the 
future, and the Government will be proud that they possess very 
efficient officers who are n decoration to the Empire. Indian officers can 
never think of living outside the Empire. They will serve as loyally in the 
future as they have been serving in the past. It is not enough to provide 
only 60 cadetships in Sandhurst. I find that there are 141 Indian regi- 
ments. There are 120 re,giments of Indian infantry and 21 regiments 
of Indian cavalrv. Now, Sir, this policy that a British officer must serve 
side by side with Indian officers in the Indian regiments gives the Indian 
soldier the feeling that the Government fed a kind of suspicion against 
Ihm. A very ridiculous speech, rather a speech like that of a buffoon, 
Was made in 1923 hv an old man, who called me a rash young man at 
fhat time. 

Ml B. Das: Was he a Member of the Assembly? 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Yes. 

Mr. B. Das: Is it fair to call him a buffoon? 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: On a point of order. Is it proper for an Honour- 
able Member of this House to describe an ex-Member of this House, who 
is no longer present to answer him, as a buffoon? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : It appears 
to the Chair that it is a question of good taste. The Honourable Mem- 
ber will be well advised not to use such language when referring to ex- 
Members of the Assembly. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: I will take your advice, but if my 
Honourable friends had a little patience I would have shown them that 
I was calleTi rash. If my Honoimable friends will read Khan Bahadur 
Zahir-ud-din’s speccli they will have no other opinion but that it was a 
buffoon’s. Fi’oin top to bottcuu, tlioro was no seriousness in it, and he was 
sw'earing at everybody in the House. He called me the same thing to 
my face. I' shall not waste the time of the House. I am sorry my 
friends inlernif)fed me wlien 1 wa^> dealing with a subject liko this. The 
interruptions which they are accustomed to make do not stop when even 
a serious subject is discussctl, I found that the Indian officers were dis- 
credited by one of my countrymen, who happened to bo a Member of 
this Assembly and ho wanted to rouse in that speech the Indian officers 
serving in the Indian regiments, and I am glad that it had not created 
that effect. The Indian officer in the Indian Army is so unswerving in 
his loyalty that no amount of propaganda can drag him into politics. He 
remains a soldier from beginning to end. I want, Sir, that opportunity 
should be given to the Indian soldier and his son to get proper openings, 
so that the stigma may he removed that the policy which had been 
adopted by the East India (’ornpany had been accepted by the British 
Government, after the transfer of power from the Company to the 
Sovereign. T think that 60 recruits will not be sufficient. Sir, I do not 
approve of the policy of placing British officers in Indian regiments, which 
makes the Indians exclaim. “Why should not there be Indian officers in 
British regiment?”. Tlie reply will be given that the British soldier 
will not be willing to serve under an Indian officer. That will again drag 
politics into this question. T want to avoid that. The policy should be 
to discard this coinmunalism in the Army. If you place IWtish officers 
in the Indian regiments, the Indian officer will equally claim that he 
should be placed over British regiments. The Indian officer will say, 
“If I am good enough to lead my caste fellows, why should not the 
British troops he willing to serve under me?“. This question will crop up 
in another ten years time if the Government do not take the hint today. 
If you do not concede this point in time, it will involve India in great 
danger, and you may have to yield much more later than what will content 
the pconle todav. t would include in the category "Indian” the "Anglo- 
Indian” also, because some of the .-\nglo-Tndians and Europeans made 
their home in India in the past and they distinguished themselves in the 
Army. We all Isnow tlie names of Gardener and Skinner and others who 
formed regimcnls .ind they led them. T am quite willing io rccogni!=«t‘ 
that the Anglo- Indians, w'ho have made India their home, should be 
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treated as Indians and they should be allowed full opportunity along 
with other Indians, and in the future their feelings are bound to be the 
same as those of other Indians. Piuure events and changing circumstances 
will teach them that they must consider India their home and they should 
not look to any other country but India as their motherland. I will con- 
fine my remarks only to this which is the same as what I advocated 

before, namely, that Indian regiments should be officered by Indians only 

and I still advocate the same principle. With these words, I move my 
motion. 

Hr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I rise to congratulate my friend Mr. Yamin 
Khan who on beh.alf of his party made a speech which is a reply to one 
school of thought, whose views w'ere expressed by Professor Keith in the 
following words : 

“ Solf-government without an effactive Indian army is an impossibility and no amount 
of protests or demonstrations or denunciations by the Imperial Government can avail 
to alter that fact.’* 

Mr. Yamin Khan was very nearly expressing the views of the Nehru 
llcport so far as the ludianisation of the Army is concerned 

and the views of the Nehru liejK)rt embodied* in these words; 

and, incidcntallv, thcv also constitute a replv to the pungent observations 
of Prof. Keith 

“ This is true, but we <lo not Jicoept the (constitutional position that without an Indian 
or Dominion Army India cannot obtain DoTninion Status. In tho first place, the Indian 
Army is not to bo created. It exists there already. In the next place, h .storically the 
position taken by our critics is not correct.” 

I have not got mueh to add on the speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Yamin Khan ; and if I had- to interrupt him, I can assure him that it 
was not with a view to interrupting the eloquent flow of his reason and 
the array of his arguments; it was only incidentally to place on record 
that, whatever might have been the record of Members who are today 
not present here, I think it would be very much in keeping with the 
dignity of Members in this House not to describe a gentleman as a 
“buffoon" or a speech as the speech of a “buffoon". If he had said that 
it was something of the nature of buffoonery, it would have been less 
offensive though the bad taste would remain. Sir, I have not had as yet 
the opportunity of reading the speech of the Honourable gentleman who 
appears to belong to the same community as Mr. Yamin Khan. I am 
not therefore looking at it from a communal point of view but from a 
parliamentary point of view. In his reply ho tried to show that Honour- 
able Members on this side are accustomed to interrupt. Yes, but we 
are not accustomed to interrupt Mr. Khan of all. We generally, 

as an Opposition, are accustomed to interrupt the Treasury Benches and 
sometimes the European Benches when they are in agi’eeinent with the 
Treasury Benches without the “responsibility", as pointed out this morn- 
ing rather parenthetically by tho Honourable the Finance Member himself 
when he referred to their comfortable case or some such expression which 
I cannot recall, but my impression T believe is convet. I must tell Mr. 
Yamin iKhan that T had no intention of giving him the honour of my 
usual interruptions which T think it is the privilege of the Opposition to 
mdiilge in. 

With these few remarks I may now embark on a few observations on 
the important question of the Inclianisation of the Army. My Honourable 
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friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, referred to the great Anglo-Indian community, 
whom no one on this side of the House wants to deprive of their great 
possibilities in the field of the Army, just as in the field of the Eailway 
Department. Sir, I do not think they have got the same consideration 
in the Army as they have got in the railways. The inroad we are 
making into the railways will I think be compensated by the inroad they 
are welcome to make into the Army, and therefore I endorse the observa- 
tions of Mr. Yamin Khan that the Anglo-Indian community must be 
given their opportunity in Ihe Army of the future. (Hear, hear.) 

Then I would also say tliai though my Honourable friend, Mr. ^Eajah, 
is not present here today, the depressed classes must he given the same 
opportunity. Sir, Mr. Yamin Khan referred to the East India Company 
days, and his reference reminds me of the part the depressed classes 
played in those days, when they fought the battles of Clive and Tippu 
for and against (treat Britain. Sir, who fought those great battles of 
Clive for Great Britain? The depressed classes. It was also they who 
fought the battles of Tippu against Great Britain. Sir, Tippu and Hyder 
Ali had a large number of soldiers and officers drawn from the depressed 
classes. Similarly in South India the depressed classes were the trained 
officers of Lord Clive, the founder of the British Empire in India whose 
statue faces very rightly the India Office, commemorating one of the 
greatest events in the career of a man who came on an adventure because 
he was unwanted by his parents and founded a great kingdom for his 
mother country. Ho enunciated a principle, since perhaps forgotten, 
of equality on the battlefields when the depressed classes people were 
quite willing to share their conje with their European officers, or for that 
matter their Indian officers. Sir, I want the spirit of those happy days 
to be revived. 

Sir, the Report of the Simon Commission contemplated the introduc- 
tion of a Dominion Army in India. Without going into that controversy, 
I think we may say that a Dominion Army is a necessity if India is to 
be a Dominion, and to have a Dominion Status, and you cannot have a 
Jlorninion Army without Indianising the Army ; and therefore I would 
ask the Army Secretary what steps the Government propose to take 
in the direction of the acceleration of the pace of Indianising the officer 
strength of the Indian Army. 

Sir, it has been stated that a military college will be established in 
Dehra Dun or somewhere else in India. At present we have got a so- 
called military college in Dehra Dun. Some Members on this side of 
the House have had the opportunity of visiting that “military college*' 
as guests of the Government. I think that opportunity was given to us 
by the late Lord Bawlinson, the great Commander-in-Chief that he was, 
who wanted the Opposition to have an opportunity of understanding the 
possibilities ‘ opening before Indians. Sir, the good Adjutant-General, 
Sir John Shea, was with us at Dehra Dun when the officers and professors 
in charge showed us round the college — I am not casting any reflection 
when I say, it is not a military college, but that it is a very good public 
school for the training of students who have aspirations for a military 
career. 

OaptaixL Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar (Nominated Non-Official) : It 
is a public school. 
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Hr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: 1 agree. My friend is perfectly right, it is a 
public school; I was about to say it is miscalled “The Prince of Wales 
Military College*'. {An Honourable Member: “Then change the name.") 
1 do not want to change the name, as my friend suggests, with his usual 
sense of humour; I want that it should be as good as its name; I want 
to see that it is made a military college. I do not want to be understood 
as saying that there should bo only one military college in India. India, 
Sir, must have as many military colleges as its size and its population 
iustify. Take the size of England and the population of Great Britain. 
How many military colleges have they got? Take the size of India 
and the population of India and how many military colleges should India 
have? Sir, I say, Sandhursts. Woolwiclios and so on must dot every 
part and province in India. Take the case of the United Provinces, which 
has as large a population and size as Great Britain. Every province in 
India must have a military college. Many more military schools like the 
Delira T)uu school, many more feeders for the military colleges must come 
into being in this country. Sir, if tlic Government are genuinely keen 
about promoting self-governing institutions in this country — and that w^ould 
seem to be the ease, otherwise we would not have had the Pound Table 
Conference and the Consultative Committee — I would very earnestly 
appeal to the Government to take, without delay, all steps in* the direction 
of introducing military colleges and feeder schools therefor in India, and 
thus give the British Indian people opportunities for military careers, 
and opportunities to show’ their military valour not only in the interests 
of India but also in the interests of Great Britain, for, united we stand, 
as we proved in the last war by our united stand not only for the good 
of India but for the good of Great Britain and all she stands for. 

Sirdar Earbana Sin^ Brar (East Pimjab; Sikh) : Sir, this opportunity 
which has been afforded to us by Mr. Yamin Khan to discuss the Indiani- 
sation of the Army has come at the right moment. Sir. although India 
was not afforded the opportunity of obtaining the King’s Commission 
before the year 1920, she had a class of officers who w’ere gallant and had 
a marvellous record of chivalry and were drawn from the ranks of the 
peasants. They were not very much educated but were very well trained 
for the, art of warfare. I am referring. Sir, to that class of officers who 
were known as the Viceroy’s Commissioneu officers. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was. taken by Sir 

Hari Singh Gour.) 

Our demand on this side of the House for Indianisation of the Army and 
of the higher ranks, though listened to with courtesy and consideration 
and acceded to in verv small degrees, is now having a great reaction. In 
1020 an expert Committee of the Army Department recommended that 
about 110 Indian Cadets should be trained every year for the King’s Com- 
niission. But last year w’e had a Committee, w’hicli was composed of 
military experts as well as persons drawn from the public life, which 
mduced the pace of Indianisation almost by half. Our total figure per 
year for appointments in the King’s Commission has roughly been about 
200. If every year we recruit all these 200 men from the ran'ks of Indians, 
it will take about 80 to 85 years to Tndianise the whole Army. But if we 
‘Accept the figure recommended by the Sandhurst Committee of last year, 
it will take about 100 years to Indianise the King’s Commission. Another 
ii^ost reactionary decision, we are told by that Committee, was that the 
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Government have decided upon doing away with the Viceroy’s Commis- 
sion. Sir, in the Viceroy’s Commission we liave thousands and thousands 
of Indian soldiers drawn from the martial classes in the countryside who 
by their great chivalry and merit rose from the ranks of sepoys to the 
ranks of officers. Although they do not become King’s Commissioned 
Officers, they do become Subedar Majors, and some of them even retire as 
Honorary Lieutenants or as Honorary Captains on decent pensions for the 
valuable services which they rendered to the Army. Sir, the Viceroy’s 
Commission encouraged the people from the villages to take to the Army 
as a profession because it produced a great field for becoming officers in 
the future. Now, Sir, tliis measure of Indianisation in the King’s Com- 
mission is not large enough for the resources which India provides. It 
will be the cause of great dissatisfaction and discontent to the lower ranks 
•of the Army if they are told that they should not hope to become in years 
to come Jamadars, Subodars, Subedar Majors and so on. I am sure it 
will shatter their hopes for all time to come. We have been asking that, 
in addition to what we are enjoying in the officer’s ranks, we should get 
more officer’s jobs. Sir, we are expecting to get now 60 officers every 
year. They will be admitted in the college, and out of fliein at least 
10 will faii and we will hcove only 50 passed officers. Even in England 
they fail about 2 out of every 10. So wc will be having only 50. For 
having this number of King’s Commissions we are being deprived of 
Viceroy’s Commissions for many thousands of our countrymen wlio in the 
past have done wonderfully well in the Army, not only within the borders 
of Indi<a but also beyond. Is it fair. Sir, now that India is going to have 
its own management of affairs, that we should have the total abolition 
of the Viceroy’s Commission? When I say this, I voice the feelings of 
my constituency, which is a great recruiting ground in the Ihinjab for the 
Anny. At least half the Army recruited from the Punjab is recruited from 
that area. I am sure the soldiers in the Army will he very much dis- 
contented and the peasantry in the countiyside will rise up against the 
Government if, instead of giving us more ranks in the Army as officers, 
you deprive thousands and thousands of young men from rising to the 
Viceroy's Commission. They will very much resent the idea that they 
should remain as sepoys for all time to come. My friends Captain Lai 
Chand and Captain Sher Muhammad, who have been in the Army and 
who have come in contact with the marvellous feats which the sepoys 
have displayed in the battlefields of the Empire, wdll be able to bear 
testimony to this fact. Sir, it is nothing but fair that these sepoys should 
be afforded the opportunity which they have had so long, viz,y that in 
addition to the King’s Comrnis.sion, they should also enjoy the Vicroy’s 
Commission. Sir, these men might not have been good linguists, but 
they are certainly good soldiers*, and jis such deserve good treatment at the 
hands of the Government. Government should provide them with free 
higher eSucation in the Army and should make military training compulsory 
in Government and Government aided schools throughout the country. 
With these few words, I press for the Army Secretary’s consideration of 
the case of Ih * ordinary layman in the Anny, namely, the soldiers. T 
request him in vemombor that it is the sepoys who form the backbone of 
the Army, and it is they vffio fight the battles and therefore they slioiikl 
not be deprived of opportunities for getting what is their due, and that 
they should be given every facility to rise to the higher ranks of the Army. 
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Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Oakhar: Sir, I feel it my duty to 
thank you first for giving me an opportunity of presenting my views on. 
the subject of defence which forms a most important and integral part, 
of the Budget. I propose to have a plain talk with the politicians, and 
ask them to give the authorities all that they need and think necessary 
for our safety as well as that of our motherland. It is essential that 
they should in the very beginning appreciate the facts that it is the proper 
authorities who are the saviours of the country, and not they who should 
be the judges of our needs and equipments necessary for the defence of 
the country. 

Ever since the inauguration of the Montford lieforms, and the present 
Assembly, there has always been a heated discussion on the military side- ’ 
of the annual Budget ; and Government have often been accused of feed- 
ing their own countrymen at the expense of the Indian tax-payer, and 
have been constantly and persistently asked to replace the British King^s 
(,’ominissioned officers by Indians, a process which is generally known as 
the Tndianisation of the Indian Army. 

Undoubtedly to all lovers of India the defence of India must ultimately 
be the concern of the Indians themselves; and it is extremely gratifying 
to note that as a result of the liound Table Conference deliberations, the 
principle has not only been accepted but put into practice as well. Our 
long cherished desire for the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst has 
been fulfilled; and the annual intake of GO young Indians out of an 
annual wastage of about 100 is going to begin in a few months. This 
means a very substantial advance. 

Ever since the publication of the Indian Military College Committee’s 
lioport a storm of criticism has been raised and objections levelled against 
its recommendations by Nationalists and tbeir press. Although the general 
sense of the Coimnitt(‘e, on which T had the honour of serving, was satis- 
factorv, yet some* of the members have appended minutes of dissent to 
it and the burden of the song has been an increase in the pace of Indiani- 
sation. 

r, as a soldier and a man of action, who has spent a greater portion 
of his life in the Army and on active service, venture to differ from niv 
f steemed friends, the politicians. They forget that the question of 
Tndianisation cannot admit of a mathematical solution. It involves con- 
siderations of efficiency, equipment, and esprit-dc-corpfi. Under a zeal 
for Tndianisation we should not overlook these facts. We should remem- 
ber that an army without efficienev is as useless as a rifle without 
ammunition. The question of the defence of India is too important for 
us to trifle with. Most of our politician friends had emphasized the 
desirability of fixing a period for complete Tndianisation. To this, with 
all due respect for their pious wish, I would most emphatically say that 
no one, at least no military authority, on earth can fix the exact period. 
In the words of Mr. Thomas, Chairman of the Defence Sub-Committee 
of thfi Bound Table Conference: 

** It IS not a question of sayinff Smith, Brown or Bobinson is entitled to be called 
General, but it is that Smith. Brown or Bobinson have graduated throiigh a period of 
experience and of training that fits them and makes them competent to be Generals. 
Therefore that cannot he determined hy a resolution : you could declare, if yon like, that 
en and after five years every officer should be an Indian. ^ It might sound popular, but in 
practice when. worked out you knew perfectly well that in five years they would not be 
competent to take that position, not because thev would not be competent because 
they were Indians but because they would not have the necessary experience.** 
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My Honourable friends should appreciate this fax^t, that without experience 
and experiment there can be no step forward towards Indianisation. 

It was with this object in view that His Excellency the Commander* 
in-Chief, when addressing the Indian Military College Committee in Simla, 
declared that an iniinediate start would be made to Indianise a complete 
Division of the Indian Army of all arms. It was a very wise step taken 
by him. He could very easily have declared that a start would be made 
with two or more Divisions, but that would have jeopardised the safety 
of the defence of India. He could not sacrifice competency and experience 
simply for the desire of accelerating the pace of Indianisation. It is 
pleasing to see that Government have promised to accelerate Indianisa- 
tion when the experiment with the Indianised Division is completed. By 
that time the young officers now in the Army would have assumed com- 
mand; and in the words of His Excellency: 

“ With fourteen years’ .service, I feel convinced that these young cflficers will have 
shown themselves fit or not fit and it will then bo an easy matter to incroase Indianisation 
because by that time the Government will have no doubt in their minds as to whothrr 
they are conducting an experiment or building up an Indian Army that will be a reliable 
instrument for carrying out the onerous duties of the fighting forces in India.” 

I, once more, repeat what I have said above, that it would be simply 
useless and highly dangia*ous to determine a period of Indianisation unless 
we were certain that, “Indianisation which was dependent on competency 
and experience would materialise by the experience that would be gained 
in that time**. 

So much for Indianisation of the Army. T now venture to make a few 
remarks on the elimination of Viceroy’s Commissioned officers of the 
Indian Army under the new scheme about whiidi my Honourable friend 
Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar was very anxious. I was at one time against 
this elimination; but on deeper thought I have come to the conclusion 
that the existence of this class of officer in the Indianised units would 
be unnecessary. The reasons are not far to seek. Under the present 
system a sepoy joining the Army hopes to receive the Vieeroy’s Commis- 
sion after putting in a long service of say about 15 or 20 years: hut 
in the Indianised unit ho would hope to secure the King s Commission 
within a comparatively short period of about three or four years, whioh 
he could never dream of otherwise. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Only if he is well educated in English. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Oakhar: Yes, that is right. It is 
argued that the abolition of the Viceroy’s Commission would work as a 
check upon the flow of the low-educated Indians to the Army, and uiy 
Honourable friend said that tb(' wd! hr discontented and they 

will be disappointed to learn that the Government have eliminated the 
Viceroy’s Commission, but I do not agree with him. I cannot agree witl 
this view, for the proeess will be so slow and crradual that no one' ^vi• 
feci it. Moreover, it will serve as an impetus to bettor and higher cdiK*;^ 
tioh among the people who now join the Army. However, to 
such apprehensions, I would most strongly suggest the Governiupnl 
should ercate Warrant Officers' rank, for example Battalion Havildur 
Major, Battalion Quartermaster. Havildar, etc., as in the British 
for men who would not have suffiicient education to receive the Km? ^ 
Commission. 



THE GBNBBAl. BUOGElHrUaT OF DEMilNDS. 2131 

Sir, last but not least I wish to raise the point, the question of martial 
.and non-martial or what are sometimes known as. enlisted and non-enlisted 
xilasses of the Indian Army. I have every sympathy with the non-enlisted 
classes, and I, for one, whole-heartedly wish that they should be aftorded 
the opportunity of building up a military career. But it would not be 
wise to allow them to join the ranks without any restrictions. 
An experiment may again be made. I am glad to see that the Indian 
Military College Committee have done away with this distinction; but 
still I consider it of utmost importance for the military authorities to see 
that the College or the Army is not unduly overcrowded by the young 
men of the non-enlisted classes. 

I reiterate what I said at the Bound Tabic Conference that if the Army 
•of New India is to be efficient, it must contain the flower of its manhood. 
It must contain men who are determined and prepared to die, and not 
logicians, to whom mere abstractions make greater appeal than solid 
realities. Hence the martial races and the martial provinces must 
be specially utilised for the purpose. This seems to me to be an indis- 
pensable preliminary to any successful experiment in the creation of a 
national army. 

One thing more, Sir, and I have done. Government have been blamed 
for the creation of a distinction between the martial and the non-martial 
classes. In the minute of dissent of Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar and 
Major-General Bajwade appended to the Beport of the Indian Military 
College Committee they say; 

“This policy was founded not so much upon the innate differences in the character- 
:istics of tho pooplo as upon the distrust engendered by the participation of particulai 
-classes of soldiers in the Mutiny. Recruitment to the army was determined by the opinion 
of the military authorities as to the reliability or otherwise of particular classes of people 
for loyalty to the Government.” 

Now, Sir, this is absolutely wrong and misleading. There were times 
when Mahrattas, Gurkhas, Sikhs and other martial classes fought against 
the British; but they were not debarred from entering the Army on this 
account. I belong to the famous Gakhar tribe of the Punjab, and my 
tribe also fought against the British, but Government have never objected 
to our enlisting in the Army; on the other hand our young lads are 
accepted with pleasure and are honoured. 

Now, Sir, one word more about education. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Yamin Khan pressed this point. There are already existing three 
what we call King George’s schools at Jhelum, Jullundur and Ajmer. 
There the sons of sepoys and Indian oflicers got practically free education. 

Maulvi Saji^id Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras : Muham- 
madan) : None in Southern India where there are thousands and thousands 
of Moplahs. 

Captain Sher Muhanuuad Khan Gakhar: Becently Government have 
sanctioned one English teacher for each school specially to teach the 
English language to the boys, because the idea is tliat boys from these 
schools will go to the Kitchener College which has been started al 
Nowgong. And with a complete knowledge of English from this College 
these boys will be prepared to take part in the ebmpetition or to be 
selected for the King’s Commission to be trained at the Dehra Dun Military 
Academy. With these few remarks. Sir, I resume my seat. 

Hony. Oaptain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Ghand (Nominated Non 
Official) : Sir, the Honourable the Mover has done a real service to th< 
coimtry generally and to the martial classes in particular by drawing 
attention to this most import<ant subject. He has made out a good caai 
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for speedy action. Government have accepted the principle and we art 
all grateful for that. The introduction of the Indian Air Force Bill ii 
this House is an earnest of the efforts of Government in this direction 
The starting of an Indian Sandhurst at Dehra Dun is proof of the fad 
that Government mean some business, and the doors are now being openec 
freely for Indians to be trained in India. There are also the schooh 
referred to by the previous speaker, at Jhelum, Jullundur and Ajmer, foi 
the training of yoimg boys who are sons of Indian soldiers. But the 
point remains, with what speed are you moving? The speed proposed 
and the methods suggested and sanctioned are open to very seriouE 
objection. The Honourable the Mover has pointed out that the slow rate 
at which we are proceeding is not commensurate with the aspirations qi 
the people, and I only support him in the desirability of accelerating the 
speed. Let caution bo the watchword and efficiency be not sacrificed, 
but the present speed needs acceleration. 

As regards method. I crave the indulgence of the Honourable Mem- 
bers who belong to the non-military classes to bear with me when I say 
that there is great discontent among the military classes over the opening 
of the Army Commissions to non-military classes. Without meaning any 
disrespect to those non-military classes, T say that if there is anything 
in the old traditions and old sentiments they are all out of court. India 
is probably the only country where the distinction of non-military 
and military classes has existed from times immemorial. The 
military classes have always been known as Kshatriyas. Their past 
history is full of heroic deeds and sacrifices for the country. They have 
defended the frontier: tht?ro are families among those classes where for 
several generations they have contributed their quota at the frontier. 
They have been tried in manv ways both here and outside India. During 
the Great War they displayed very high qualities of heroism and sacrifices 
which were characteri.stie of their forefathers, in the frozen fields of 
Flanders and burning sands of Mesopotamia alike. The classes which have 
preferred the pen to the sword and the office chair to the back of the 
horse are now coming forward to claim an equal share in the higher 
ranks of the Armv, The Govemmont always goes on lines of least resist- 
ance and judges the amount of discontent in the country from the nrticle.s 
that appear in the Pre.ss. which is all manned by the non -military classes. 
Government, acting on these easy ways, has agreed to throw open 50 per 
cent, of Commissions to competition, which does not consist of riding, 
tent-pegging and the like, but simple arithmetic and composition. This 
is a verv^ seriou.s inroad on the rights of the military classes. These 
classes had not got these rights and privileges V)y more chance or on 
account of any favour. Thev shed their richest blood in securing this 
monopoly. In the name of those brave soldiers who laid down their lives 
for the upholding of the supremacy of democraev over autocracy, in the 
name of those brave sons of India who left the shores of India from 1914 
to 1918 never to return to their motherland, I appeal to Government not 
to forget these sacrifices and promises so soon. Even this very House 
in 1923 accepted the principle that the officer ranks should be given to 
those classes in proportion to the number of recruits they supply. So 
far that is one defect in the methods that have been sanctioned by 
Government. 

Another defect is the abolition of the Vicerov’s Oommission in future 
as has been so rightly pointed out by our friend Sirdar Harbans Singh. 
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Sir, if the officers' ranks had not been thrown open to the non-military 
classes, I would not have brought this point forward. But as I find that 
future recruitment to the officers' ranks will be based on knowledge of 
arithmetic and mensuration, the military classes will find themselves 
greatly handicapped. Every despatch is full of the graphic accounts of 
the deeds of these brave Indian Officers; and their abolition, without 
even giving them a chance of a hearing, is being greatly resented, not 
only by them but by the military classes as a whole. If they have done 
well in the past as a connecting link between the rank and file and the 
officers, there is no reason why they should not be allowed to do so in 
future also. So, this decision, if it has been arrived at already, should 
be reconsidered. The methods employed in effecting Indianisation of the 
Army remind me of an old story of Kashmir State. Probably it was the 
grandfather or great grandfather of the present Maharaja who was 
approached by the people, who said that it was not proper to spend money 
on Dogras and Sikhs in forming his army, and it was pressed upon him 
that an army of Kashmiris should be raised. The Kashmiris are very fine- 
looking fellows; they could carry heavy loads on their backs and being 
so hardy, the principle was agreed upon. A battalion was raised and with 
their military uniforms they looked very nice and smart when they went 
up hill and down hill; and after a year a report vras made in the durbar 
to the Maharaja that the unit was ready for action. The Commandant 
of the battalion saluted and made this report himself. The Maharaja at 
once ordered that they should be ordered to relieve a Sikh battalion which 
was serving on the Gilgit frontier. The Commandant, instead of retiring, 
saluted him again and the Maharaja looked at him and became furious. 
“Wly^t is it you want now” ho asked, “Whv do you not go back?”. The 
Commandant said, ”I want half a dozen Sikh sepoys to guard my armoury 
at night”. The Maharaja was very furious; but the Commandant was 
pressing, saying that it was in the interests of the State and of the 
Maharaja himself that he was asking for these sepoys and that it meant 
only about a hundred rupees a month which was not much, and further 
that the whole army would remain safe. The result was that the Maharaja 
ordered the battalion to be disbanded at once. 

(At this stage Mr. President resumed the Chair.l 

In the pre-Eeform Council of the Punjab T had been pressing for a 
share for the zemindars in the public services of the province. A Com- 
niittee was appointed in order to survey the situation in the province and 
T was on that Committee. Sir John Maynard presided and it was pro- 
posed that a survey of all services should be taken in regard to the 
present occupants whether they wore zemindars or non-zernindars ; and 
the President asked me, ns it was at my suggestion that the Committee 
had been appointed, whether the zemindars were willing to give up any 
parficular service in the province, and T at once said, and my zemindar 
c'olloagues in the Committee agreed, that we did not want to he treasurers 
and accountants and those services were given up to them. About other 
sei^ices our share was defined, hut those services were left to the non- 
niilitary classes. Similarly the Army is our monopoly; and if that is 
taken away, not onlv will the Indian Army he discontented, hut the effr- 
oieney will suffer. Pray, do not nlay with the whole of the Army: if you 
want to try an experiment, let the Government begin with one unit and 
^ne battalion be raised separately from non-militarv^ classes 

D 
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I An Honourable Member: The temtorials are raised already from those 
classes. 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Ohaudhri Lai Ohand: The territorials are 
not a mixed unit, they are not solely of tlie classes that do not go in 
for soldiering. The history of the PunjaJ) University Corps and the* 
Bengal Company is fresh in our minds, and so it is no use getting old 
history repeated. My point simply is this: that the speed should bo 
accelerated and the methods adopted should be revised. The military 
classes should not be deprived of the monojjoly that they have enjoyed; 
they have earned it on aecoimt of their past sacrifices not only during 
the British period, but from the Hindu period onwfirds. 

I 1 ' 

An Honourable Member: Whose battles arc you fighting? 

Hony. Captain Itao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: We are fighting for 
the King and country. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Ilajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhnm- 
mnclan lliirnl): Sir, T had no intention to take part In this debate, but 1 
am tempted to say a few words due to the offensive and senseless remarks 
of some the Members from the so-called military desses. Some of 
these people fight for a mere 20 rupees, and they are speaking ill of other 
Provinces. When the British came to India, where were these military 
classes? They had to recruit soldiers from ^ladras and fi'om Bengj^: the 
famous red army consisted of Madrasis and Bengalis who conquered 
some parts of India for the British. Now, for some reasons or other— 
for political reasons — they have ceased recruiting men from these intelli- 
gent classes and confine recruitment to less advanced eommunities. War- 
fare nowadays does not depend so much on mere muscle; it recjUTos 
brains. The time for warring with mere swords, one Vnan going for 
another man like brutes, has passed; even in the lasr war it w'e.s found 
that it was the brain and the better organisation that w'on aud n.‘)t brute 
force or animal energy 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: Let the penal laws 
oe withdrawn for fW'O days only, and then you wdll see the result. 

Mr, S. C. Mitra; These gentlemen have had a chance of spenkin". 
and now they wdll allow me rnv few^ minutes to reply to them. 1 flm 
ready to accept the challenge. Bengal will take care of itself. Had it 
been more muscle that eould have W’on the war, T think some of tho 
gentlemen w'ho espouse the cau.se of the martial races could offer some 
argument. What are these brave people they are speaking of? What is 
the origin of the brave Sikhs? Guru Govind Singh, for political reasors. 
trained mere cultivators, and they gradually grew to be very heroic and 
self-sacrificing. T do not find fault with the military races; but what T npk 
IS, what roully makes people military? When the. British used to recruit 
soldiers from the United Provinces, the United Provinees Bra.hmin.'^ 
Khfltria were considered ns the militarv races; mv friend. Mr. Hava 
Prasad Singh, W'bo '»omes from a militarv race, is a Khatri but now rinv* 
ernmont has ceased recruiting from these Provinces. According to 
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brave hero over there, all other races are non-military, as if in England 
and America and Europe they come to India to recruit their soldiers from 
the so-called martial races! In all the world over there is no special 
martial class. I am not at all against giving some preference to these 
people who have got vested internists, being in the military classes; but 
when they make a fetish of this theory of martial races, I say they make 
the whole position absurd. Inhere is no such false and frivolous theory of 
martial races anvMrhere else in the world. Arc these martial races? 
What country are they governing now by their heroism ! They are slaves, 
and they are helping to make other nations slaves in the whole of Asia. 
When there is trouble or war in China, these so-called mercenary military 
people go for 20 rupees and shed other people’s blood. I could understand 
their bravery and their heroism if they were independent and stood on 
their own legs at least in their own country. 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Ohand: Can a Bengalee 
regiment be raised for China? 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: If they speak of heroism and fearlessness, 1 can cite 
any number of cases. Even our Bengalee girls are much more heroic 
than some of fhose stalwarts wlu) come and boast liore of their 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand: I rise to a point of 
order. Sir. The word “heroism” has been used in connection with ter- 
nmsm. Firing upon tlic civil population is not a heroic deed. Heroism 
has to be shown in fighting battles. This is cowardice. 

Mr. President (The* Honourable Sir Ihrahini Hahimloola) : That is not 
}i point of order. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: I m ( rely wanted to ])oint out that it rerjuires more of 
brains than of hulk jmd muscle in thos(‘ da\s in warfare. ^ly point is, 
if for any purpose rioveriiTnent want to make* a class martial they can do 
so; by recruiting men from Bengal. Madras (w from Bombay. thc\ can 
create a martial class within a h'w \oars because, after some time, the 
people will get the noeessary training and tliey will become a martial 
class. Martial instincts are not confined to the people of tlie Piinjah or 
the North-West Frontier Province alone: there are martial classes all over 
India and .all over the world. Therefore, I say that, not tliat India is 
going to have full Dominion Status, rroverninent slionld pursue tin* polic\ 
of recruiting and training men from all provinces and from all (dasses of 
people in India, hut if unfortunately some of onr fnends argiu' the ca.se 
in the manner they have done, T think tlu’* motion of mv TTononrahle 
friend Mr. Yainin Khan, which is very proper and reasonable may be lost 
in this House. 


Mr. O. M. Young (Army Secretary): :\rr. President, T do not propose 
to follow the last speaker into hi^ soinowhaf unfortunate disgression, 
because it is not disputed in this House that the provision that no\Wn- 
jnent are making for the Tndianisation of the officer ranks of the Armv 
includes ample representation of the non-enlisted classes. T will there- 
fore, TOnfine my obaen'ations to the subject-matter of the motion before 
whe House. 
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In rising to take my part, for the sixth year in succession, in the 
debate on the Army, 1 lind myself in an unfamiliar but not altogether urn 
comfortable position. Throughout the strenuous debates that we have 
had for the last hve years on this subject, 1 have come to regard two very 
formidable lines of attack hitherto as inevitable. One of these was the 
attack on the level of military expenditure, based upon the well-known 
figure of 50 crores laid down by the Inchcape Committee. So long. Sir, 
ae military expenditure was above that level, 1 found it very difficult, in 
fact impossible, to satisfy Honourable Members opposite that Govern- 
ment had every intention of ultimately coming down to that figure. As 
the House is now well aware, the Budget figure for this year is several 
crores below the ultimate aim recommended by the lnchcai)e Committee. 
Whether it will remain at that figure or not, of one thing we may be toler- 
ably certain, that w^e shall never see a Military Budget, in peace time, of as 
much as 50 crores again. My Honourable friend Mr. Yaniin Khan, the 
Mover of the motion, has accordingly very wisely confined the scope of 
this debate to the other burning topic that always comes up in the course 
of the discussion of the Army Department grant, namely, Indianisation. 
Here again the main attack that I have experienced in the last five years 
has been based upon a figure laid down by a Coriiiiiittee. The figure this 
time was not a monetary figure; it was a date. The Indian Sandhurst 
Committee, better known as the Skeen Committee, recommended that an 
Indian Military College should be established in the year 1933. The Gov- 
ernment at the time w^ere unable to commit themselves to this recom- 
mendation, and their refusal to do so aroused a storm of impatience aii'l 
condemnation. It was in vain that I, and other speakers on behalf <;f 
Government, endeavoured to ])oint out that Government did not say that 
there would not be an Indian Military College in 1933; they said it miglil 
be possible to have it in that \ear, it inigJit not be founded till later, or it 
might even be founded earlier. This last suggestion was receiverl with 
frank incredulity aud I well remember a Member of this House drawing 
ai picture of myself running about in the year 1932 with bricks and mortar, 
in order to slap up as quickly a.s possible a building for the Indian Militan 
College, if it were decided to establish one in 1933. Well, JSir, w'e have 
the building, we have decided to found the college; the first examination 
will take place in July next, mid the college itself will open early in Octo- 
ber of this year, (Applause.) We shall hear no more of the year 3933 in 
connection with the establishment of a military college, just as wc shall 
hear no more of the figure of 50 crores in connection with our Military 
Budget 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Hural) : No credit to the Government of India. 

Mr. O. M. Young: I followed very carefully the speech of my Honour- 
able friend Mr. Yamin Khan. T w'ondered what it w’as that he was trying 
to impress upon Government. Towards the close of his speech 1 gathered 
that what he was advocating was the total cessation of reeruitment ot 
British officers to the Indian Army. Sir, nobody who has the elficioney 
of the Indian Army at heart could for a moment entertain sireh a 
tion. Government are all for accelerating the pace of Indianisation 
the greatest possible measure consistent with efficiency, but to stop ad 
recruitment of British officers to the Indian Army would lead lo disaster. 
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i should like, however, to take this opportunity of informing the House 
of what has been done in the last few years. My Honourable friend spoke 
MS if nothing hud been done since the iiiemorable debate in which he took 
part in this House in 1923 ; but of course that is not the case. Let me go 
back for a little while to the publication of the Skeen Committee’s Report 
and the debates that took place in this House "at that time. There w'ere 
then only 10 vacancies available for Indians at Sandhurst. There were no 
commissions for Indians in the Artillery or the Engineers or the SignaJd; 
there were no vacancies for Oran well, that is to say, there was no means* 
of entry for Indians into the Air Force. Even the 10 vacancies tor Sana- 
hurst had not been regularly filled. 1 think I am right in saying that in 
no one year could we get ail the candidates that we wanted, although we 
were allowed to carry over from one year to another. The average for. 
sorno years was 0 or 7; it sometimes dropped to 2 or 3. As a result of 
the deliberations of Government on the Skeen Committee’s Report, the 
munber of vacancies al Sandhurst was raised from 10 to 20, Woolwich 
was thrown open to Indians for the first time, and vacancies were also 
thrown open to Indians at Cranwell for the Air Force. We also establish- 
ed a competitive examination in this country (previously the examinatiGh 
had been a closed one), and in accordance with one of the recommenda- 
tions of the Skeen Committee we tof>k all possible steps to make the new 
facilities for Indian candidates intending to join the Army known through- 
out the country. The fact that we did so was amply proved by the num- 
^ ^ ^ her of applications that we received from every comer of the 
country. The first results were not quite as satisfactory as we 
had hoped. In the first hOflf-yearly examination 7 boys, I think, out of 
10 passed for Sandhurst, none for Woolwich, and none for Cranwell. In 
the second examination, we had 10 for Sandlnirst, none for Woolwich and 
none for Cranwell, In the third examination the results were better. Not 
only did we fill the ten places for Sandhurst, not only did boys successfully 
pass for Cranwell and Woolwich, but we had for the first time a nuhibilr 
of boys who qualified hut did not succeed in obtaining places, that is to 
say, we had, for tht' first time, effective competition. In the next half- 
yearly examination the result was not so good, but still steady progress 
w^as made, with the result that bv 1030 the Government of India in their 
despatch to the Secretary of State on the Simon Commission's Report, 
definitely recommended further expansion in the rate of Indianisation of 
the Army, and also revived the question of the establishment of an Indian 
military college, with the result that we all know. With the inauguration 
of the Indian Military College, the number of vacancies has been iiiereased 
from a maximum possible of 37 to 60. The number of units selected for 
Indianisation has been expanded so as urtimattdy to form a complete divi- 
sion of all arms and a cavalry brigade. This progress T think will b6 
admitted by Honourable Members to he considerable, and it has been 
done in what I venture to suggest is the only possible way. that is, not by 
laying down a time table or programme for a definite number of years 
ahead, regardless of what might happen in the meantime, but by looking 
forward as far as it is safe to look forward, and deciding then to halt a^d* 
take stock of the position and consider what the next step should be. The. 
successive steps that have been taken were at intervals of about .five years.. 
It was 5 or 6 years, from the time that Indians first went to Sandhurst, 
to the recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. It is about 
® years from the time those recommendations w’ere submitted to the 
Government till to-day. Five or six years hence will be the time for the 
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next move ; and it is precisely that time to which His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief referred last year in his inaugural address to the Indian 
Military College Committee. Ho then said as follows : 

** At the present moment, the young Indian ofiicers in the eight units have seven 
years’ service. This is obviously not long enough for us to tell whether they are going 
to be fit to administer and train a unit in peace and lead it in war. In seven more yean^ 
however, they will have had fourteen years’ service, and by that time 1 feel pretty certain 
we shall be able to give a definite opinion whether they are going to be a complete succeus 
or not ; and we need not wait until a further seven years, which would bring young officers 
nowinthe Army up to 21 years’ service and approaching the time when they would com- 
mand units, before we decide to carry the experiment further.” 

I submit, therefore, that Government are proceeding in the most expeditious 
as well as the most effective manner, to expand Indianisation in the Army ; 
and that it would not be better to adopt proposals which have ocen put 
forward several times in the past for a regular programme of Indianisation 
extending over a period of 25 or 30 years ; still less would it be better to 
adopt the proposal of my Honourable friend and close down British 
recruitment altogether. 

1 pass on to a subject which has exercised the minds of a good many of 
those who have taken, part in the debate, namely, the prospects of the 
Viceroy’s Commissioned officer, and of the rank and file of the Indian 
Army who have hitherto entered the Army in the hope of attaining to 
Viceroy’s Commission rank. 2sow, this problem has exercised the mind 
of Government ever since it was originally decided, — now nearly five years 
ago — ^that in an Indianisod unit you can only have one ty})c of commissioned 
officer. I need not go into that controversy again, but the Government of 
India realised that if you started regimental establishments on the British 
pattern in Indian units with some 28 full King's Commissioned officers, the 
need for the Viceroy’s Commissioned officer would clearly disappear, and 
something would undoubtedly have to be done to keep the prospects of the 
rank and file at least as good as they were before. In ihcir despatch of 
September, 1930 on the Simon Eeport, the Government of India, in speak- 
ing of the conversion of the oifider establishments to the British pattern, 
aaid : 

” It will then bo necessary either to set apart more units for Indianisation or to begin 
the conversion of the officer establishment to the British pattern, or to introduce a combi- 
nation of bnth these measures. Wo have not yet decided which procedure we shall adopt. 
An important factor in the decision must naturally be the necessity of securing the rights 
and prospects of the Viceroy’s Commissioned officers, and of the sepoys and sowars who 
enter the army with the ambition of being promoted to Viceroy’s Commissioned rank. ” 


Now, 1 will try and explain to the House exactly what the prospects 
amount to, and what we hope to be the effect of the measures that we 
have introduced. In the first place, we have time on our side. It wdll be 
some time yet before the first Indian King's Commissioned officers under the 
new system is posted to an Indianised unit in a place hitherto reserved for 
a Viceroy's Commissioned officer. The first batch of cadets will enter the 
Military College next October. Half of them will be men who have them- 
selves come from the ranks of the Army. Their course at the College 
will be for 2 years. After that, they will be attached for one year to » 
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British- battalion, and then join their unit in the Indian Army. Some of 
them no doubt will occupy places hitherto reserved for Viceroy’s Commis- 
sioned officers, but that will not be till the autumn of 1935, and the boys 
who in this way displace Viceroy's Commissioned officers will themselves 
have come through the ranks. 'I'he same will apply to the next half-yearly 
entry, in the summer of 1936. In the autumn of 1936 the first Indian 
officers who entered the Indian Military College by direct competition will 
be posted to their units, and it will not be till then that any one who has 
not himself been through the ranks of the Indian Army will find himself 
in a position hitherto reserved for the Viceroy's Commissioned officer. I 
think Honourable Members will agree .... 


Hr. B. V. Jadhav: Is that distinction desirable between those who go 
to the Military Academy through the ranks and those who go through direct 
examination ? 

Mr. O. M. Young: 1 do not think 1 can go into that question now. It 
was a question to which the Committee and the Government gave a great, 
deal of thought. They ultimately decided that Indians ‘who enter through 
the ranks will reejuire only a two years' course at the College, as distinct 
from the three years re<|uired for th(jse wlio enter by open competition. I 
am now merely explaining wliat will be the effect on the posts which have 
hitherto been held by Viceroy ’s Commissioned officers. Then, we must 
remember that the post of Viceroy's Commissioned officer will continue for 
a very considerable time in the other regiments and battalions which have 
not been selected for Indiaiiisatiou. Broadly speaking Iiidianisation will 
proceed in all probability by units within groups, and the other units of the 
same group will still be ollicered tor some time on the old pattern of British 
officers and Viceroy ’s Commissioned officers. It will therefore be possible 
to space out the total number of posts of Viceroy's Commissioned officers 
in such a way as to provide for the promotion of non-commissioned officers 
from the Indiaiiising units, who would under the old system have aspired 
to the post of Viceroy's Commissioned officer in their own units. Then, 
besides that, as Honourahle Members know, half the vacancies every year 
are to be reserved for Indian Army cadets, that is to say, cadets who 
enter through the rank of the Indian Army. Although, as my Honourable 
friend Sirdar Harbaus Singh did suggest, that will not bring in the same 
class of person as now hold the Viceroy’s Coininission. we do hope that, 
by means of the King Georgt' Scliools and by encouragement of the enlisted 
classes to educate theinselvi's up to the standard required for King's Com- 
missioned officers, in time we shall get a continuous fiow of officers fully 
qualified to take the King's ('oiimiission, and that the number of men in 
the ranks who could not hope for anything beyond the Viceroy's Commis- 
sion will stefidily decliiu*. 'Dio enlisted classes as a whole will certainly 
not suffer by the change. I have no hesitation in saving that their pros- 
pects will be better than they havt» been before. My Honourable friend 
Captain Sher Muhammad Khan made a suggestion for the creation of the 
posts of Warrant Officers. That suggi‘st:on is at this moment under con- 
sideration. I am unablo to make any <lefinite statement about it; but it 
is obviously a suggestion that has to be considered in any re-organisation 
of the officer establishments of the units of the Indian Army, so as to bring 
them into line with those of the British Army. 
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I do not think I need weary the Souse any more. I have dealt fuUy 
^ with the one aspect which has found expression to-day in the course of 
debate, namely, the prospects of the rank and file of the Indian Ajrmy 
under the new conditions. I should like to repeat the assurance that Gov- 
• ernment will always keep the interests of that class in mind, whatever 
inay be the future course of Indianisation in the Army. 


Vr. B. V. Jadhav: I was very sorry to see that some bitterness was in- 
troduced into the discussion on this cut by unnecessarily bringing in the 
question of martial and non-martial races. I belong .to an acknowledged 
martial race and therefore I do not lay m3^self open to a charge of parti- 
sanship when I say that the distinction now sought to be made is not at 
all desirable. Jn the history of India, we shall find that every race has 
distinguished itself at some time or other as opportunities occurred. Even 
in Bengal, which is now looked upon as a non-inartial province, there were 
big kingdoms and people have fought there and have raised their armies. I 
<^o not think I need pursue this unprofitable subject. The Government of 
India have decided to admit eligible young men, whatever community they 
may belong to. if they find them suitable for the Army and I think that has 
been a very wise decision. My friend the Army Secretary has given a 
succinct hi.story of the Indianisatif)!! of the Army and therein he has tried 
to justify the pre.sent decision of the Government of India to do away with 
the Viceroy’s Commissions a.s far as the Jndianised units are concerned. 
I may point out that, however, necessary or wise that resolution may be, 
it w'il! work t^ the* prejudice of the best interests of India. In the first 
place this new* decision w ill retard the rate of Indianisation. Up to this 
time 12 King’s Commissioned officers were required to fully Indianise a 
battalion. Under the present resolution no less than 28 King’s Commis- 
sioned officers will he re(|uired for that w*ork, w’hich means that the rate of 
Indianisation will be retarded by two and one-third times. That is one 
objection to the scheme. Another objection to the scheme is that it will 
prove very costly from the very lx.'ginning and the cost will increase as 
Indianisation proceeds. The 16 or 17 Viceroy’s Commissioned officers are 
paid a very moderate salary every month. All of them will have to be re- 
placed by King’s Commissioned officers who will be getting at least 400 
6r 500 rupees a montii. So the total expenditure on this branch will be 
a very heavy item when all the units are ultimately Indianised, and in 
this way the expenditure on the Army will be very materially increased. 
Praises have been sung here and the pages of the military history of India 
are replete with the efficiency and the. brave deeds of the Viceroy's Com- 
missioned officers evfsr since that service w^as instituted. If they were 
quite efficient all these years and if they have done valuable service in the 
Indian Army, there is no reason why they should now* bo dispensed wdth 
and their places should be given only to King’s Commissioned officers. 

I pointed out just now% the introduction of that system will retard 
Indianisation nearly three times, and at the same time it will entail very 
heavy expenditure. Hopes are held forth that new posts of warrant 
officers wdll he created in order to satisfy the higher aspirations of those 
men who have now* enlisted in. the battalions w*h5eh are going to be 
Indianised.^ That too, T may point out, will entail further expenditure and 
the Indianisation on the w*holc it appears is going to coat the treasury of 
u very heavy amount. Sir, we always press for Indianisation with 
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the object that when any department is Indianised, it will save something 
to the country. But the policy of the Oovernmcnt has always been to in- 
crease the expenditure, i had no opportunity of speaking yesterday, but 
I was going to show how in every departimini where Indianisation was 
attempted, the Goverriment have alw’ays increased the expenditure and 
did not take proper care to reduce it . So in the case of the Army too, I 
am afraid, they are going to follow the same policy of increasing expendi- 
ture in the naiiu^ of Indianisation. 1 have pointed out that by the abolition 
of the Viceroy’s Commission the expenditure on the olhcers* pay bill will 
be very liuavily increased and if, as was given out by my friend, Captain 
Sher Muhammad, w^arrant othcers are to be also added, then again further 
expenditure will be entailed. As for the question whfdhcr a Dominion 
Army should be raised, I ought to say a few words. A dominion or pro- 
vincial army, Sir, as has been described in the Simon Report, will be the 
ruin of India. (Some Honourable Members: “Why?'*) Do we expect 
that the autonomous provinctjs in the near future are to fight with each 
other with their own armies under their own commanders? (Laughter.) 
If these provincial armies are raised, they will be under the orders of the 
Provincial Governments with tlic Member in charge or the Minister in 
charge. There will he some differences with a neighbouring province and 
ultimately that may lead to a war. If India as a nation is to go 
ahead, then there ought to be a unified army under a unified command, 
and 1 do not subscribe to the view' that there should be a provincial army 
for every province . . . . : 

Mr. 0. S. Bangalyer: Sir, when I used the phrase “Dominion Army", 
I was referring to a Dominion Status for India, and was speaking of India 
as a Dominion and not as a provin(*e 1 ^ 


Mr, B. V. Jadhav: 1 am very glad rny Honourable friend, Mr. Banga 
Jyer, does not want a provincial army, but that he is claiming a Dominion 
Army. If the whole of the Indian Army as now’ maintained by India is to 
be called a Dominion Army, I have no objection. 

As for tlu: suggestion that there should be a military college for every 
province, 1 may point out that it calls for very heavy cost, and besides so 
many oflicers are not wanted. All the ofiiceis passing out of a military 
college have I lie prospect of being employed in the Army, and the Sand- 
hurst College in JOnglund is now sulheient to turn out all the officers re- 
quired for the whole of the Indian Army. In the same way, the new 
academy at Debra Dun will in time be able to suppK offa^ers for the whole 
of the Indian Army. There will be no neecssiW of h-iving another college, 
because wo in future look for reduction in the Army. And if the size of 
the Army is going to be reduced, then to that extent the number of officers 
wyJl have to be reduced at the same time. So 1 do not support the idea 
of having a military college in every province. We do w’ant Indianisation, 
and that, as I say, for the purpose of reducing expenditure. But the whole 
system of English military education and the military career of the cadets 
are very expensive. Lieutenants are paid very high salaries from our point 
of.yiew.. But the Lieutenants recruited in England do come from very 
high and rich families and they have very expensive habits and we know 
that many of these — at any rate a very large proportion of the English 
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Lieutenautb and Captains — are indebted to the banyas in the bazaar. 
(Laughter.) (Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar: “Their salarjj 
, evidently is not enough. “) And I know that even the Indian cadeitSj^ 
after they leave to Sandhurst and come back, and are seiwing in the Army, 
are in the same sad plight. Tliere is a sou of a friend of mine who is an 
Officer in the Army. Although the boy is a very well-behaved boy and does 
not drink or smoke, still he finds it difficult to make both ends meet, and 
his father has to supply him with a few hundreds at* the least at the end 
of every year. (Captain Shcr Muhammad Khan Gakhar : “Then they are 
not adequately paid.'*) Certainly not, according to the ideas of Captain 
Sher IMuhammad Khan. But I think they are more highly paid than the 
Captains and Lieutenants in the Gonnan or the French or the Japanese 
Army: and if these men are to do the work which the Viceroy V. Commis- 
sioned officers have been doing up to tliis time, then I do not understand 
why they should run into debt and adopt extravagant habits of life in 
order to kcc]) up their position. With these words, Sir, I would like to 
support the cut. 

An Honourable Member: I move that the question be now put. 

■4 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim liahimtoola) : Order, order. 
The Chair would like to ascertain the wishes of the Honourable House as 
to when they wish to adjourn to-day. lionourable Members are aware 
that in accordance with tlic airangement which has been arrived at, this 
motion must conclude to-day either by taking it to vote or by being talked 
out. Either alternative is open to the House. But the Chair w'ould like 
to bo enlightened as to when the House proposes to adjourn to-day. The 
Chair is asking this question because at the conclusion of Mr, Jadhav's 
speech, about half a dozen Honourable Members stood up to address the 
House. If each one of tliem i.s to get a chance to take part in the discus- 
sion, the House will have to sit till a very late hour. The Chair is 
entirely in the hands of the House as to what their wi.shGS are. (Cries of: 
^'Let the House adjourn at half past four." “A quarter to five.") Well, 
one Honourable Member has asked for a closure. I take it that the House 
is agreeable to my accepting the closure. (Voices: “Yes.") I accept thg 
closure. The question ia: 

That the question be now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Now J want to know if the Honourable Member, Sir 
George Schuster, wishes to reply. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: No, Sir. 

Mr. President: Mr. Yamin Khon. I hope the Honourable Member wiH 
not be very long. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, I wanted to hear during this 
debate the views of all tho Honourable Members of this House, 
ibut unfortunately the time at my disposal has not been very 
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.long. I was sorry to see that there had been some kind of a 
.conilict of opinion on such a resolution, or some kind of heated discussion 
on such a question which should I think have got the support of the whole 
House. If I did not get support for my Itesoluiiun in 1923, 1 expected 
at least that in 1932, the whole House would support my Besolution. (An 
Honourable Member : “Press it to a division and we will vote for it.**) 
Now I find my motion has not been opposed by Government, and that 
it has met with a very cordial reception from my Honourable friend, the 
Army SecroLary. I had of course met with a good reception even in 1023 
from the late lamented Lord Bfuvlinson, who was a great friend of mine, 
at that time. But for this incident, there should not be a feeling of heart- 
burning of the nature that we have witnessed, nor should tlie feelings run 
so high on such sorioua questions. Personally, I feel very sorry for this., 
If anything is said on either side which has been offensive, then I am ready 
to apologise on behalf of my friends on one side or the other. I think 
when they give their minds to such serious affairs, they should for the 
time being forget tlieir own feelings, but should coolly and deliberately 
think on the point urnler discussion only. I know from the w’ay the House 
has expressed itsidf that if is ally fully supporting me. T do not want the 
vote of the House, which is really quite explicit because T know that the 
House is with mo (^ven if T do not divide it. What I really wanted was 
the expression of the feelings from different sides of the House, and also 
I w’antod to see whether they receive my suggestion well or not. Sir, it 
has been urged by mo that in future the recruitment of the officers in the 
Indian Army should be entirely from amongst Indians. That is the only 
principle. T «aTn Cwuvincod that c‘\en ihe Government will a«'eopT this 
advice hut perhaps after some time. T may tell Government that it is 
better to net a In tie too early rat.icr than to act a little too late, which is 
•not right. 

Sir, as the House had expressed its desire that we should adjourn at 
half p«ast four, and as T have already exceeded the time limit by two 
minutes, I would like to conclude iny remarks as I do not want that the 
Members who are to ho entertained by you after half an hour should be 
deprived of their entertainment in any way. I do not think, therefore, 
Sir, that it will serve any purpose if the motion i.s put to the vote of the 
House. 


Mr. President: Order, order. Hoes the Honourable Member ask the 
leave of the House to Avithdraw his motion or does he want the Chair 
to put the question? 

Several Honourable Members: Put the question. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin EXan: i do not withdraw. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

**|That the demand under the head ‘ Executive CounriP be reduced by Rs. 100.** 

The Assembly divided: 
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Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Bahim^ Sir. 

Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 
Aiiwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhainfiiau. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhaga^ 

Chinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

OaSy iVIv. A. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 
Duti, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Ghuznavi, I^Ir. A. H. 

Gidney, Bieut. -Colonel Sir Henry. 
Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gunjal, Mr. N. li. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. NawaU 
Muhammad. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Ismail All Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 
Isra, Chaiidliri, 

Jadhav, Mr. B. V- 
Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Joshi. Mr, N. M. 

Lahiri Chaudlmry, Mr. D. K. 

Lai Chand, Hony. Captain Hao Baha 
dur Chaudhri. 

Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth, 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 


Mody, Mr, H. P. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Patil, Bao Bahadur B. L. 

Puri, Mr. Goswami M. B. 

Raghiihir Singh, Kunwar. 

Bajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Bajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
jvlakhdum Syed. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Bastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Beddi, Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna 
Sadiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur llarbila.^. 
Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Cap 
tain. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitjiriimaraju, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Siikhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Salicb Bahadur, Mr. 
Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Yamin Kiniri, Mr. Muhammad. 
Ziaiiddin Ahmad, Dr. 


NOES— 39. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami. Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Brown. Mr. 11 R. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir. James. 
Dalai, Dr. B. D. 

Fcx, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwyiine, Mr. C. W. 

Heathrote, Mr. L. V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Jav/ahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 


MacquPen, Mr. P. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mukherjeo, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
Nixon, Mr. J. (k 
Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Bahuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau. Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Scliuster, The Hunourai>Io Sir George. 
Scott. Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Seaman, Mr. C. K. 

Studd, Mr. K. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tait, Mr. .Tohn. 

Wood, Sir Edgar. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


The motinri was adopted.: 

The Assembly thea adjourned till Eleven of the Cloclc on Thursday, 
the 17th March, 1932. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 17th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Coimcil House «k 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


THE GENEBAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS— confd. 

Demand No. 28 — Executive Council — contd. 

Royal Commission on Labour. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I move : 

** That the Demand under the head * Executive Council * be i educed by Rs. 100,” 

Sir, my object in placing this motion before the House is first to ask 
the Government of India and their various departments concerned to give 
me an explanation why the various recommendations of the Itoyal Com* 
mission on Indian Labour have not been given effect to and why in some 
cases they have been overlooked. And then, Sir, if the explanation given 
by the various departnjents of the Government are not satisfactory, I would 
request this House to help me in making a protest against the delay caused 
by their inaction. Sir, as you know, the Royal Commission on Indian 
Labour signed its report about this time last year. It is many months 
since the repoi-t was published, but the machinery of the Government of 
India, as is well known, unfortunately for uo moves very slowly. Up to 
this time the Government of India have brought forward before this Legis- 
lature only a few measures. They brought forw^ard a Bill tc amend the 
Trade Disputes Act in a very minor way. They have brought forward a 
Bill giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission on 
workmen's compensation. I admit, Sir, that this is an important measure. 
They have also brought forward recently a measure regarding the recruit- 
ment and repatriation of labourers on Assam plantations. I admit that 
this measure too is of some importance. But, Sir, the proposals covered 
by these three Bills are not in the first place the most important, and in 
the second place, 1 esides these there is a large number of proposals made 
by the Royal Commission w^hich are not yet touched by the Government 
of India. I want therefore the Government of India to state in detail 
what they have done regarding several of the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission on Labour. It is true that if they try to give a reply 
as regards each recommendation of the Royal Commission, the time 
allotted for the discussion of this motion may not suffice. I would there- 
fore like them to state about each important recommendation what they 
have done so far and how long they will take to prepare their proposals 
upon each recommendation and place them before the Legislature. Sir, 
I am one of those people who do not think that we can get things done 
all at once by methods of revolution, I believe we must accept the fact 

( 2145 ) 


A 



2146 


LBOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[17th Mab. 1982 


[Mr. N. M. Joshi.] 

that we c?an only progress by stages. But if the stages are so slow that 
we cannot reach ouv ' goar within a reasonable time, that slowness will bt 
an enemy of the method which we all like to follow. I would therefore 
like the Government of India to recognise this fact, that the Royal Com- 
mission on Indian Labour consisted of people who recognised that w€ 
cannot by revolutionary methods change the conditions in India so far a£ 
.they affect the industrial workers. There were men who were officerjs ol 
uov'emment, there were some gentlemen from England, who cannot be 
accused of being revolutionaries,' there were representatives of employers, 
and men like Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, who are not revolutionaries; and there 
fore when they made recommendations regarding the improvement of 
conditions of labour, these recommendations musi be regarded as moderate. 
It is 'intended that these recommendations should be given effect -to at an 
early date so that the improvement in the conditions of labour which is 
sought will be effected within a reasonable time, and I may say, Sir, 
will be effected in time so that those people who believe in revolutions 
may not become strong and may not gain much strength in this country. 
Sir, if I attempt to deal with all these recommendations, the time at my 
disposal will not be enough and it is not necessary for my purpose ; but 
I can only mention a few of the recommendations and wo\ild like the 
Government of India to state whj>t they have so far done within this year 
and how far progress has been made on each of them. Sir, the third 
chapter of the report of the Royal Commission deals with employment and 
unemployment. The problem of unemployment is an important pi'obleni 
and many people have suffered on account of unemployment in our 
country. The Royal Commission on Labour recognises that there is some 
unemployment in this coiintrv. I want to know what the Government of 
India have done to consider how unemployment should be met and how 
the suffering caused by unemployment can be relieved. The Royal Com- 
mission on Indian Labour has suggested certain investigations in this 
matter. I want to know whether those investigations have been started, 
and if so, when the investigations were stnrtf3d and by what machinery. 
Then, Sir, the Royal Commission on Labour has made a recommendation 
regarding the reduction of hours of work in factories. This is a very urgent 
problem. The hours of work in Indian factories have not changed for 
more than ten years. I want to know when Government propose to in- 
troduce a Bill on that point. The same may be asked about improving 
the conditions in factories. The Royal Commission on Indian Labour has 
made several recommendations on that point. The Roval Commission 
has also made recommendations for securing some kind of inspection and 
control over, those factories which were not controlled so far. They called 
these factories unregulated factories, and thev have made certain sugges- 
tions how these unregulated factories should be controlled, and T want to 
know how far the Government proposals on this point have progressed. 
Then they have made certain proposals as regards improvements to be made 
in the conditions prevailing in mines. T want to know why no Bill has so 
far been* introduced in this Assembly on that point. 

Then there is the question of the minimum wage. The Royal Com- 
mission has asked certain investigations to be made regarding industries 
which could be brought under regulation for fixing a minimum wage. Then 
there is the question of deduction from wages by fines. This question has 
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been mvestigated by the Government of India and Local Governments and 
I do not know why there should be any delay in bringing forward proposals 
to legislate on this question. Then there is the question of health and 
welfare of the working classes. The Eoyal Commission has recommended 
that Public Health Acts should be passed. Perhaps these Acts have to be 
passed by Local Governments, but I want to know what the Government 
of India have done in making suggestions to the Ix)cal Governments on 
this point. 

Then the Royal Commission has recommended that maternity benefit . 
should be provided to women workers in industries. This question was 
also discussed in this House some years ago and there should be no diffi- 
cblty in bringing forward legislation on this point. The Commission has 
made recommendations as to how we should progress towards the estab- 
lishment of national health insurance: they have recommended certain 
investigations to be carried out. I want to know whether a beginning has 
been made in carrying out these investigations. Certainly some work will 
have to be done by actuaries, and after the preliminary work is done the 
Royal Commission has recommended that the Government of India should 
appoint a committee to go into the whole question and see how far w'e 
could provide measures for safeguarding the health of the industrial work- 
ers. 

Then there is the question of plantations. I am glad that the Govern- 
ment of India have introduced a Bill on one of the points dealt with by 
the Royal Commission; but the Royal Commission has dealt with several 
other points. They have recornmendod the establishment of a minimum 
wage. They have also recommended several measures for securing good 
health for the people working on plantations. T want to know what the 
Government of India have done on that point. I want to know whether 
they propose to legislate on those questions or not. 

Then the Royal Commission on Indian Labour made recommendations 
about the passing of a Statistics Act. It is a very important thing. In 
India often we are at a disadvantage for want of statistics. I want to 
know what the Government of India have done in preparing a Bill for 
collecting statistics. 

These are some of the points which touch the main report of the Royal 
Commission and they generally are to be dealt with by the Department 
of Industries and Labour. Then there is one question w’hich is a very im- 
portant one; I do not know' whetl)cr the Department of Industries and 
Labour will deal with it or the Home Department will deal with it; it is 
the question of the indebtedness of industrial w’orkers. The Royal Com- 
mission has made recommendations to prevent indebtedness and to mini- 
mise the bad effects of indebtedness of the industrial worker. Some legis- 
lation must be passed very urgently, because these industrial workers 
suffer a very great deal on account of their indebtedness; and the recom- 
mendations must be given effect to without delay. Wliether the Indus- 
tries and Labour Department deal w’ith this subject or the Home Denart- 
nient, I w'nnt some reply from either of them as to wdiy delav has been 
caused in giving effect to the recommendations regarding indebtedness. 

Then T shall come to some points which are to be dealt with bv the 
Department of Commerce presided over by the Honourable ihe Leader of the 
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House. Some time ago 1 asked him what the Government of India had! 
done regarding the proposals of the Boyal Commission for railway workers. 
He did not condescend to give me a reply. I would like the Honourable 
the Leader of the House to tell me today what he hag done in order that 
effect should be given to the recommendations of the Eoyal Commission 
for the benefit of railwayman. It is wrong of him to delay giving effect 
to these recommendations. I read the other day that the railwayman are 
threatening a strike. Under these circumstances if the Boyal Commission 
on Indian Labour have made any recommendations how industrial dis- 
putes on railways should be settled, is it not the duty of the Government 
to give effect to these recommendations without loss of time, and prevent 
great suffering which the railwaymen may have to suffer and prevent also 
a great deal of loss of public revenue? 

Then I would like the Commerce Member to tell me what he hag done 
so far regarding the Royal Commission's recommendations for the benefit 
of seamen. The Commission in the first place stated very clearly that 
the problem of the conditions of seamen on board ships is a very important 
one, and as it is an important one, it must be investigated ; but unfortunate- 
ly the Commission decided that these foreign-going ships are foreign-owned 
and therefore they could not deal; with that question. I want to know how 
the Government of India propose to deal with the question of the condi- 
tions of life and service for seamen on foreign-goinej ships. I suggest to 
them that these conditions must be ln%'e&tigated either by a committee 
or by a small conference, because the Indian seamen have many grievances 
regarding this question. Their hours of work are long; their food supply 
is not adequate and their accommodation is not also adequate. On the 
other hand, in our own oMerchant Shipping Act there is a difference made 
between the accommodation to be provided for Indian lascnrs and Europ- 
ean crew. I do not know why there should be any difference between 
Indian lascars and the European crew as regards the accommodation to 
be provided. I do not even know why there should be a difference between 
the food to be provided to European workers and Indian seamen. You may 
make any difference in the articles of food according to the taste of the 
people in India and the people of England: but why should therh be a 
difference in the quantities of food? Wliy should there be a difference in 
the accommodation? The Royal Commission has also made recommenda- 
tions regarding the recruitment of seamen, and on several other questions 
regarding seamen. I want the Honourable the Commerce Member to tell 
me what he has done so far and what he proposes to do. 

Then there are one or two other questions which affect Indian seamen. 
Indian seamen are not allowed to go into certain latitudes. At one time 
something wrong had occurred on a ship and Indian seamen suffered from 
cold, and the Secretary of State for India took it into his head that Indian 
seamen should not be allowed to go into certain latitudes. Since then 
the place of Indian seamen has been taken by Malayans and by Chinese 
seamen, and Indian seamen have lost their employment. I want to know 
when the Government of India propose to remove that restriction which 
prevents Indian seamen going into certain of the colder regions. Then 
there are other grievances of the Indian seamen which I do not wish to 
discuss on this occasion. 
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The Ebyal Commission has also made certain recommendations re- 
garding the department of "the Honourable the Commerce Member on the 
point of conditions of workers in docks. They have suggested that there 
should be a sort of register of workers in ports to regularise employment, 
and that there should be certain safety regulations for the workers in 
docks; and the Itoyal Commission has suggested that the Government of 
India should pass legislation enabling Tiocal Governments to make safety 
regulations. T want to know what the Government of India have done 
in that matter. The Commission has also suggested that labour interests 
should be represented on Port Trusts. T want to Iniow what has been 
done on that point also. 

Then, Sir, we know that recommendations have been made in respect 
of workers engaged in other means of transport such as tramways, buses 
and other vehiclea. I do not wish to go into the details now, but there is 
only one more point with which I wish to deal, and that point touches the 
department which is represented here by the Honourable the Foreign 
Secretary. The Koyal Commission on Indian Labour has made a recom- 
mendation, and a very strong recommendation too, that in all the provincial 
and central legislatures, labour interests must be adequately represented. 
They have given very cogent reasons why labour interests should be 
adequately represented in the legislatures. I am not going to deal with 
the constitutional aspect of the question today, but there is one question 
which is very urgent, and therefore I propose to deal wdth it today. There 
is a Legislative Council being established now in the North-West Frontier 
Province, and from the constitution which has been published, I find that 
there is abaolutely no provision made for the representation of labour 
interests there. This is clearly against the recommendation of the Boyal 
Commission. There are 40 Members in that Legislature, and out of these 
40, 1 do not eee any seats reserved for labour at all. 1 find that provision 
has been made for Muslim representation, Muslim rural, non-Muslim re- 
presentation non-Muslim rural, Sikhs, Jjandholders, nominatied non- 
ofiicials, nominated officials and for everybody, but there is no provision 
made w’hatsoever for labour representation in that constitution. I feel, after 
having studied the rules regarding franchise, a large number of classes in 
the North-West Frontier Province will have absolutely no reprcseniation, 
and T w’ill give the Honourable the Foreign Secretary some figures. There 
are in the North-West Frontier Province farm servants and field labourers 
numbering about 14,000. I want to know how these people are going to be 
enfranchised or represented by the provision so far made by the Foreign 
Secretary. These people will have no representation at all, because the 
franchise is based upon the land assessment. Franchise is also given to 
tenants, but certainly it is not given to field labourers and servants, whose 
number is put in thousands, and T want to know how' these people are going 
to be represented. 

Then, Sir, in that province there are about 288,000 people engaged in 
industry. T quite realise that some of these people may get the franchise 
by other means, but out of these 288,000 people, there are certainly some 
who are merely wage-earners or labourers, and I estimate, to err on the safe 
side, their number cannot be less than 50,000. T should like to know by 
what method it is proposed to enfranchise these people or give them re- 
presentation in the North-West Frontier Province Council. Then, out of 
these people who are engaged in industry, there are about 9,000 sweepers. 
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]B[ow are they to get representation? Then there are also transport work- 
ers consisting of porters and messengers, whose number cornea to about 
5,000, railway workers about 5,000. Then again there are about 148,000* 
people engaged in trade. I am not aware of the number of shopkeepers,, 
because I don’t represent them, but certainly these shopkeepers may have* 
some servants employed under them, and T estimate their number to be- 
about 50,000. Now, how are all these people to be represented? Then, 
there is the public administration which consists of Government employees, , 
and certainly there are some poor peons and sepoys. How are they going 
to be represented? Who is going to speak on their behalf in the Legisla- 
ture? Then there are about 21,000 domestic servants in the North-West 
Frontier Province, how are these people going to be enfranchised? Then 
there arc also labourers who belong to unspecified categories*, and their 
number is niore than 50,000. Out of 22 lakhs of the total population, all the 
people that T have mentioned numbering more than two lakhs will have 
absolutely no chance of being represented, and I want to know why these 
people should suffer in point of repref^ntation. They will be paying taxes; 
they are not going to escape taxation. If their interests, lie in the province, 
why should they not have any representation in the Legislature of the 
province? I feel, Sir, that the whole question of labour representation has 
been overlooked by the Govermnent of India and the Chief Commissioner 
of the province. I therefore want the Honourable the Foreign Secretary to 
look into this question. There is still some remedy which they could take. 
There are six seats for nomination at least. I want to know how these 
six s^ats are going to be filled. For whom is this nomination intended? 
Most of the interests in the province have been adequately represented. 

I want, therefore, Sir, that these six seats should be reserved for nomina- 
tion of people who will undertake to repref^ent the interests of the unen- 
franchised classes, the labourers and so forth and I hope Government will 
consider my suggestion very favourably and remove the defect in the con- 
stitution of the province. W’hatever has to be done 6#hould be done im- 
mediately, and whatever has to be done later on, can he left to be done 
on a future date, but whatever has to be done must be done without 
delay. 

Mr. President, I have now dealt with the several departments, but there 
is one department, which is a sort of superdepartnient, with which 1 propo&c 
to deal now, and that is the Finance Department. When the question of 
retrenchmtmt was discussed in this House, I could not get an opportunity 
of telling the Finance Member how retrenchment sihould not be effected. 
Unfortunately 1 did not g(!t an opportunity to do that on that occasion. 
But that question is equally relevant today, and 1. therefore want to know 
from the Finance Member whether he has taken sufficient care to see that 
while making retrenchments, the very object of retrenchment is not 
frustrated. Sir, why are we making retrenchment? We are making 
retrenchment, because our revenues have suffered on acciount of depression 
in trade. Therefore, if we make retrenchments on principles which arc 
wrong and by methods by which depression will increase, it is a wrong 
method of retrenchment. I would therefore suggest to the Finance Mem- 
ber that, whil(j making retrenchment, he s^Iiould take care that the pro- 
ductive efficiency of the masses of the people in this country docs not 
suffer, because if their productive efficiency suffers, what will happen? 
The purchasing power of the people will go down, and your depressAon will 
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increase still more. Sir, you all know that Mr. fieiiry Ford is a great 
industrialist, and he has very clearly stated that an industrialist or financier 
who begins to make retrenchments by cutting down wages and by undertak- 
ing measures which will reduce the productive efficiency of the people is 
not fit to be an industrialist or a financier. He says that it is the height 
of folly to try to reduce expenditure by reducing wages and by taking 
measures by which the purchasing power of the people will be reduced. I 
therefore want the Finance Member to tell me whether he has placed 
sufficient funds at the disposal of the various departments which have to 
deal with Indian labour, arid especially which have to deal with these 
departments which have to give effect to the reconifnendations of the Koyal 
Commission on Labour. Sir, it is quite natural that in these times of 
depression, the Finance Minister should look into the financial proposals 
very carefully, but that does not mean that he should refuse to give 
sufficient money to the variouf^ departments which have to deal with such 
questions as have to give effect to the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission. Why was that Commiission appointed at all if their recom- 
mendations are not to be given effect to immediately? I want therefore 
the Finance Mernjber to tell me whether he is^ willing to provide sufficient 
funds for giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission. 
T do not suggest that he should provide crores of rupees immediately, but 
certainly the Departm’ent of Industries ha9 been charged by the Royal 
Commission on Labour to make investigation as to how the national health 
insurance should be established in India. Money for the investigation of 
ques^tions of this kind should not be refused, because, if peoples* health is 
secured, the workers’ efficiency will be increased and you will get better 
revenues. In the same way, if we want money for making certain investi- 
gations into the conditions oi seanxen or any other questions, money mus^t 
be provided. That money need not be estimated in crores. The r'loncy 
required for these investigations and for providing a sufficient s^taff to 
hasten the preparation of legislation will be a small amount. I therefore 
want the Finance Meinl)er to explain to n\i} why money was not provided 
for in this Budget for that kind of work, and what he proposes to do in 
the future. 

Mr. President, I do not wish to take up any more time of the House, 
but I want to appeal to the House on this question. This is a ver\’ vital 
and important question from the point of view of the Indian workers. The 
Government of India appointed a Royal Conianission, aiul that Commission 
haN now made certain recommendations. Those reeommenilations are 
meant to be given effect to without dt*lay, and if the Govenuneiit of India 
do not give a satisfactory explanation as to w’hv the recommendations have 
not been given effect to so far, and if they do not say sati)>factorily what 
they pi*opos(' to do in the. immediate future, then, Sir, T would like to have 
the support of this House in making a protest against their conduct and 
their failure to take the necessary stejis. Sir, 1 niovi\ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Mem;ber for Industries and Labour) : 
I am sure the House must be grateful to my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi 
for the enlightenment which he has offered the House through his some- 
what lengthy survey of, and eomnieiitary on, the recommendations of the 
Labour Commission. I am afraid it is not possible for me to follow' his 
Example and to try the patience of the House in saying what may be, or 
is being, or will be, done in regard, to each one of the 350 odd rccomtnenda- 
tioris which are to be found in the Labour Commission's report. But, Sir^ 
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I do wish to repeat the assurance which I gave to this House the othei 
day, that we are steadily pursuing the examination of those proposals, and 
that we will allow no avoidable delay to occur in our examination of these 
questions. There is one very important matter which I would like the 
House to bear very prominently in mind, and it is this, that retrenchment 
and economy cannot be pursued on the scale which w’e are following with- 
out certain inevitable and definite consequences. One of those conse- 
quences is a definite slowing down of departmental activities. If the 
extremely onerous and complicated task, which is involved in giving effect, 
after exhaustive examination, to such proposals as are contained in the 
Commission’s report, is to be done by the existing staff alone, and perhaps 
with an attenuated staff, then. Sir, I say that some delay is absolute 1\ 
inevitable, but I do assert that, despite these difficulties, we have definitely 
made progress in this matter. 

A large proportion of the recommendations of the Oomimission falls to 
be dealt with by Local Governments and by organisations and bodies and 
authorities over whom the Government of India have no control. So far 
as the Provincial Governments are concerned, we are keeping in the 
closest touch with them in regard to those matters which fall within their 
province; and. Sir, we have made a very careful analysis of all those 
matters which fall to be dealt with by them. We have asked them in 
their turn to keep in touch with and to refer to those non-official organisa- 
tions whose co-operation is absolutely essential if the fullest effect is to be 
given to the proposals of the Labour Commission. 

The action of the Government of India falls under two categories, ad- 
ministrative and legislative. I explained to the Hou&e the other day that 
w-e have already begun to take definite executive action, and I instanced 
the case of instructions which we have issued already to our Central Public 
Works Department in respect of certain matters connected with the 
employment of labour on central works, as for instance, wages, housing and 
health conditions, and employment of children. That we have not stood 
still in the legislative sphere is I think also evidenced by the fact that 1 
have already introduced three Bills pertaining to labour matters during the 
current sessiion, and a fourth Bill dealing with an amendment of the Trade 
Disputes Act is in course of being drafted. I may say further that the 
recommendations of the Commission relating to the statutory regulation 
of rest days, hours, etc., in oilfields, amendment of the Indian Mines Act, 
exemption of workmen's salaries and wages from possibility of attachment, 
amendment of the Land Acquisition Act, are now all in course of active 
examination, and I hope that it will be possible for us to register some 
definite conclufyions before the next Autumn Session in Simla. But, Sir, 

I would ask those impatient partisans of labour in this House, who are 
alw'ays charging the Government with delay in this matter, to reinembor, 
firstly, that legislative measurcf#, some of them of great complexity, cannot 
be devised and drafted at a moment's notice. To give effect to a simple 
principle it is often necessary to provide most complex machinery, and the 
greatest care and attention is required to devise such machinery and to see 
that it fits in with the existing order of things. An instance in point is the 
Assam Labour Bill which I introduced in this House last week. It took 
many w^eeks of the closest examination and consultation wdth the Local 
Government, resulting in great changes and alterations of the original draft 
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beiore the Bill was put into the form in which we introduced it in this 
House. Then, in the second place, people very often forget that labour 
legislation is not the only official business before this House. Whatever 
my friend Mr. Joshi may say, I am sure that the House will agree with 
me that there are other legislative measures of equal importance, and some 
of far greater urgency, which demand the attention of this House. 
(Mr. H, P. Mody : “Hear, hear.**) (Mr, N. M. Joshi: “Question.**) And, 
therefore, the process of considering and passing labour legislation must 
inevitably be slower than my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi would like it 
to be, and I confess than I myself would like it to be. But we have got 
to remember that this House is the bottle neck through which all Bills 
have to pass before they turn into Acts, and no amount of congestion in the 
way of Bills will increase the output .in the way of Acts. No amount of 
argument on the part of my Honourable friend and no amount of cut 
motions will overcome these difficulties or alleviate them in any way, but 
I do wish to repeat the assurance which I have given in the most cate- 
gorical terms, and that assurance is this, that we have been pursuing and 
we will continue to pursue steadily and without remission the examination 
of all the proposals of the Labour Commission, that we will allow no 
avoidable delay to occur in that examinatdon and no delay to occur in giving 
effect to the results of that examination Sir, I hope that my Honourable 
friend Mr. Joshi and the House will rest assured with this assurance and 
that he will not press his motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways): My Honourable friend is desirous to know what w'e are doing in 
the Railway and Commerce Department about certain of the recommenda- 
tions of the Royal Commission on Labour, and in accordance with a 
principle that my Honourable friend sometimes follows, he wants to 
know w'hat we are doing about things that were not recommended by 
the Royal Commission on Labour. I am not quite sure that this extension 
of the discussion is a fair one, and obviously if it were carried to the full 
length, it would demand very great width of information before one 
could reply to his enquiries. So far as the Raihvay Department is con- 
cerned, the Railway Board divided the recommendations of the Rqyal 
Commission into two classes, namely, minor matters and matters of first 
class importance. I understand that on the minor matters they have 
already received the opinions of the Agents, and on the great majority of 
them have formulated their own conclusions, but they w’ish to discuss 
them with the Agents of the Railways at the beginning of April next, 
because in these matters, usually matters not involving legislation, it is 
desirable to secure uniformity on the Company-managed and State- 
managed raihvays. The matteis of first class importance remain for dis- 
cussion with the Agents at the meeting in April, but the Railway Board 
anticipate that by the middle of April or shortly afterwards, or at any 
rate before the end of the month, they will be in a position to make defi- 
nite recommendations to the Government of India. In view of the com- 
plexity of the questions which have to be considered, I do not think that 
any time has been unnecessarily wasted. 

Then, as regards the Commerce Department, one of the matters men 
tioned by my Honourable friend was safety regulations in docks. That 
is a matter which is regulated by nn international convention, and before 
the end of the session, I shall make a statement on this subject. I have 
Hot got it with me at the moment, but if my Honourable friend is anxious 
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to know what the position is, that Statement has already been made by a 
representative of Government in the Council of State, and appears in their 
proceedings. The most important question perhaps in cbn^nection with 
seamen is the question of recruitment. It is a question which I have 
always found to be one of extreme complexity and difficulty. That matter 
is under discussion with the principal officers at the ports, and I hope that, 
before very long, we shall be in a position to make up our minds about 
the recommendations of the Royal Commission. I do not propose to* 
follow my Honourable friend into the sphere where the Labour Commis- 
sion made no recommendations. For one thing, it seems to me that, if 
you want progress to be made, the wise course for the moment is to con- 
centrate on what the Commission did recommend before we attempt to 
deal seriously with questions on which the Commission did not make recom- 
mendations. Finally I would refer to one matter in connection with the 
railways. It is this, that so far as the settlement of disputes between 
employers and employed on the railways are concerned, that is a matter 
in which the Railway Department are deeply interested indeed, but the 
settlement of industrial disputes is a matter*the responsibility for whi^‘h 
rests with the Industries and Labour Department. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask for a reply about the North-West 
Frontier Province? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola). The Honour- 
able Member cannot ask another Member to get up and give answers to 
him. It is at the discretion of Members to get up to speak or not. The 
Chair has called upon Mr. Joshi to reply. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I cannot compel him, but I would certainly sug- 
gest .... 

Mr. President: The Chair has called upon Mr. Joshi to reply. 

Mr. W. M. Joshi: I have listened to the speeches of the two Honour- 
able Members who have dealt with some of the points raised by me. I 
am sorry, Mr. President, the Honourable the Foreign Siicretarv was iiol 
prompt enough in rising in his seat, but I feel that when any Meml)(‘r of 
this Assembly, however hum.ble that Member may be, raises a point, it 
is his privilege to get tlie Member of Government in charge to deal with 
the point he has raised. 1'hat is a matter of courtesy not only to the 
Member but to the whole House. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: On a point of order. The point 
raised in the cut is, “The Royal Commission on Labour My Honour- 
able friend is overlooking the fact that the Royal Commission on Labour 
made no recommendations as regards the representation of Labour in tho 
North- W'est Frontier Province. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I know something about the report of the 
Commission on Labour and I state that the Royal Commission on Tnanifl 
Labour has mjide very strong recommendations for the representation o 
labour in Indian legislatures, both provincial and central, and it was w 
that reason that I put forward a suggestion and I wanted to get infonaft 
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tion on this point from the Honourable Member in chaise of the depart* 
ment. B.ut I feel, Mr. President, this omission on the part of the Member 
in charge is certainly not intentional. Perhaps on account of the exigen- 
cies of the debate. I am not able to receive a reply, but I am sure the 
Honourable Member means to give me a reply, if not on the floor of the 
House,' elsewhere. Mr. President, I am not satisfied with the reply given 
by the Honourable Member -in charge of Industries and Labour, nor by 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce on these points. 

I quite realise that these are days of retrenchment, but as I stated if you 
try to cut down your expenditure in such a way that the productivity of 
the people or the efficiency of the people will suffer, you are not carrying 
on your work of retrenchment in a proper manner. You are only going 
to add to your troubles. I am not therefore satisfied with the reply given 
by the Honourable Member who has also tried to throw the blame on this 
House, saying that the business of the House is crowded and the House 
will not have time to pass the legislation, which perhaps he hinted was 
quite ready with him. If the legislation is ready with him, let it be 
introduced in this House. Introduction does not take time, and let the 
blame be thrown on the House after its introduction. I am quite sure 
that all sides of the House have some sympathy with the cause of labour. 
There are my friends, the Nationalists, there are my friends, the Inde- 
pendents, led by such a sympathetic le ider as my Honourable friend, Sir 
Abdur Eahim. Then, the sympathy of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Mody, is well-known. (Laughter.) 1 am sure if the Government bring 
forward legislation, this House will agree to sit a w’eek or two more to 
see that this legislation is got through and passed. I do not therefore 
think the Honourable Member brought forward a good argument for the 
delay in giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission. 

I quite agree that many of the recommendations, at any rate some of 
Ihcm, must be given effect to by the Local Governments, but. Sir, my 
Honourable friends will recognise that labour legislation is a central sub- 
ject, although not entirely, I quite realise that the provinces today have 
got the power of legislation in labour matters with the sanction or approval 
of the Government of India. But the chief authority for labour legislation 
is the Government of India. I therefore want the Government of India 
to be responsible, not for passing legislation on all the recommendations 
but for tolling this House what the Local Governments are doing, and 
what the Government of India have permicted the Provincial Governments, 
to do. That information at least should be given by the Honourable 
Member, because without his approval no labour legislation can bo passed 
by a Provincial Government. Mr. President, I am not satisfied with the 
reply and 1 would therefore like to enter my protest against the inaction 
of the Government. But I reeognist* that wc are pressed for time, and 
I do not wish that the House should spend its time now in debating the 
subject at lengtli 1 would therefore ask for leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, wathdrawn. 

Lack of Supervision over the Coal Transactions of Railways. 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi (Dacca cum Myniensingli : Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, I move : 

That tho Demand under the head * Executive Council ’ be reduced by Ra. 100.” 

Sir, I want to draw attention to the lack of supervision. Sir, during th6 
general discussion of the Budget the other day I said — and 1 think I 
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•^ught to repeat it to-day as my Honourable friend, the Commerce Mem- 
ber, was not present on that occasion in this House — said “I must con- 
fess it was no small surprise to me the other day how the Honoiurable 
the Commerce Member gagged me when - making my submission to this 
House as to how a saving of half a crore of rupees could be effected if 
•the scheme I had ta place before the House was adopted'*. Sir, I shall 
now put my case before the Honourable Members and shall ask them to 
judge if I was not justified in what I had said. I will just for a few 
minutes refer to my friend, the Honourable the Commerce Member's 
speech which he delivered the other day in reply to mine. He said : 

But I am afraid I must say that I have never listened tea speech in this House with 
4nore pain or more regret,” 

— ^pain it must have caused him, for. Sir, truths are sometimes painful — 
because that speech contained, as he said, what he was afraid he must 
call a very violent attack on the Chief Mining Engineer of the Railway 
Board, mV. Whitworth. Now what w^as it that I said that had pained 
him? Sir, what I was saying the ojbher day was a public topic, as 
everybody knows. I said old Members of this House will remember that 
Mr. Church landed the railways into a scrape by making forward con- 
tracts 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, on a point of order, I find that the Honourable 
Member has just referred to a railway contract and his motion also relates 
to coal transactions. Sir, I believe the Honourable gentleman is a 
Director of Messrs. liOwe & Co.,, who have a contract with the railways for 
coal, and I should like to draw the attention of the Chair to the point 
that both according to May's “Parliamentary^ Practice" as well as in 
accordance with the ruling in this House given by two of your predeces- 
sors — Sir Frederick Whyte and Mr. Patel — one who has got a pecuniary 
interest in the transactions of a contracting firm should not take part in 
the debate, and further I would draw your attention, Sir, to the ruling 
given by Sir Frederick Whyto when Diwan Chaman Lall drew his attciv 
tion to a point order on an identical occasion namely the consideration of 
4he Demands for Grants. Sir Frederick Whyte stated. Sir: 

” Where a member is directly and personally concerned in contracting with Government 
^or certain services, he is not entitled to take part in the debate,** 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : That was not ^ 
ruling but was an advice. 

Mr, 0. S. Bangs Iyer: In view of that definite ruling, Sir, I would 
request you to ascertain from the Honourable Member in the first 
whether he is a Director of Lowe & Co. and whether Lowe & Co., are 
not connected with the railways over a contract and if so — without arguing 
further from May's “Parliamentary Practice" 

Mr. President: I think the Honourable Member should complete 
remarks on the point of order. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: Well, then, Sir, according to May's 
mentary Practice", I find that “Each member should bo guided by 
own feelings in the matter and should vote or abstain from voting as ne 
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thought fit" — see my friend, Mr. Miira, is laughing, but as soon as I 
Cfomplete iny reasons I believe he will stop his laughter — and it was added 
by Sir Erskine May "that members should be aware that they ran the risk, 
of having their votes disallowed by the subsequent action of the House", — 
which latter has not been the procedure of this House, and that is why 
Sir Frederick Whyte gave a definite ruling. (At this stage Mr. C. O. 
Biswas rose to his feet.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. The point of order is still being debated. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Qrer: Sir, "On the 16th June, 1846, objection was 
taken to the vote of a member who had voted with the noes, because, 
as a director and shareholder in the Caledonian Railway Company, he 
had a direct pecuniary interest in the rejection of the .... Bill" and so- 
on. The question of disallowing his vote on the ground of direct pecuniary 
interest was voted upon by the House there, but there is no such thing 
as calling upon a Member to withdraw his vote by a vote of this House 
here : and in view of that circumstance. Sir Frederick Whyte gave that 
ruling. Sir, on this matter the late lamented Pandit Motilal Nehru, a 
great authority on legal matters, stated: 

That rule has been enforced and adopted, not only in the interests of the general ' 
public, but also in the interests of the Memb* rs themselves, because, as the House can 
very easily imagine, a Member who is personally interested in the subject-matter of a 
debate, feels himself in a somewhat difficult position when he has to give an opinion 
either for or against his own interest. So, I say that the rule is in the interests of both. 

That is what the Panditji said. And 6x-President Patel 
12 Noon, himself said this: 

“ Unfortunately in the Government of India Act we have got no such provision and 
we must therefore bo guided by the practice in the House of Commons. It is, I submit, 
not at all a question for this House to decide. It is entirely a question for the President 
to decide on the interpretation of the Act or on the practice of the House of Commons. 
It is not for this House to say whether a particular Member shall or shall not take part. 
It is entirely a matter for your ruling. If you choose to follow the practice of the House 
of Commons, you are bound to rule that Members who have a pecuniary interest in the 
Tata concern * shall not be entitled to vote 

At that time Air. Patel was the Deputy Leader of the Swarajist Party and 
the words were addressed to President Whyte, and President Whyte's 
decision on a subsequent occasion was as I have just read out. He said, 
as far as the shareholders in Steel Companies were concerned, he was not 
going to say that they could not take part in the debate. 

And I shall further read his own words on that matter : 

“ That question has boon aottlod by the established practice of the House of Commons 
which I think we may reasonably follow here. It has been raised in the history of the^ 
House of Commons on many occasions and is now well settled in practice. Tlie practice 
is that whore the individual Member of the House of Commons is actually an active partner 
in a business, not a limited liability company, it is a misdemeanour on his part to vote ; 
and there have been cases in recent Parliamentary historj” where a measure has had to be 
passed to indemnify a partner in a business in England from the penalties otherwise leviable* 
upon him for having given his vote in the House of Commons on any subject, not merely 
on a question in which he was personally interested.” 

And 80 on in relation to the shareholders. Then Sir Frederick Whyte- 
definitely laid down : 

“It is only where a Member is directly and personally concerned in contracting with 
Government for certain services that he is not entitled to take part in the debate.** 

1 submit therefore, Sir, that the Honourable Member, who is directly con- 
nected with Lowe and Company which Company has a contract with a. 
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State Bail way, cannot, according to Sir Frederick Whyte's ruling, take 
advantage of his position in this House to forward the interests of his own 
Company, which are competitors with Other mining contracting companies 
in India. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I should like to ask the Honourable 
Member (Mr. Ghuznavi) whether he has anything to say ? 

Mr. A« H. Ghuznavi: I am glad, Sir, that the Bailway Board have got 
my gallant friend, the Honourable Mr. Bangs Iyer, to espouse their 
-cause. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, the statement is most reprehensible. 

Mr. President: Order, order. Will the Honourable Member 

(Mr. Ghuznavi) please restrict himself to giving an answer if he has any 
to the point of order that has been raised? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: I wish to tell Mr. Banga Iyer to his face that 1 am 
not a Director of H. V. Lowe & Co. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga lyer: I should like to know if he is otherwise interest 
ed in the firm? 

Mr, 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, I also 
wish to raise a point of order. It is this. Where a point of order involves 
a personal reflection upon an Honourable Member of this House and is 
founded on an allegation or suggestion of a direct pecuniary interest, Ts it 
•open to any other Member to raise such a point of order without being 
satisfied as to the facts which he is assuming for the purpose of raising 
that point of order? 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Bajshahi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural): Sir, on the point of order raised by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer, I would like to draw your attention to the 
''Selections from the Decisions from the Chair", pages 438 and 439: 

“ During tho discussion on the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill Mr. Devaki Prasad 
'Sinha raised a point of order that Members interested in the Tata Iron and Steel Company 
aa Directors or Shareholders should not be allowed to take part in the proceedings of the 
Assembly or allowed to guide its deliberations in the capacity of the President of the 
Assembly. After some discussion on the pdint of personal interest, as it was applied in the 
House of Commons, — ^Tbe President ruled : * I have sufficiently beard Members on this 
point. It has been raised rather in an irregular manner. Still I am not sorry that it has 
been raised and we have bad the expression of opinion from various Members of the House. 
In the House of Commons objection bcui been raised to members having a direct personal 
interest voting — not taking part in the debates — only in case of private Bills and oven 
then the objection has on a good many occasions not been upheld. My conclusion is that 
in this case I cannot uphold the objection raised by Mr. Devaki Prasad Sinha. This is 
not a private Bill designed to promote the interests of tho Tata Iron and Steel Company- 
It is a Bill brought in by Government involving a question of public policy to give protec- 
tion to the steel industry *•” 

So it is clear that the question can only be raised as regards the right of 
voting and 'that also in regard to private Rills. As regards the question 

taking part in the debate, the ruling is clear that it does not affect the 
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j^ght of the Member to speak on the debate. In this, House, only the 
c^her day during the debate on the Paper Protection Bill, Sir Edgar Wood 
took part, in it and no objection was raised to it. He was within his rights 
.to take part in the debate. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, 1 wish to point out that this House has never taken 
seriously the point that no shareholder or Director should be allowed to 
^ake part in any debate which affects a particular industry. In the past 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas has taken part; my friend Mr. Mody, who is 
a shareholder of the Tata’s and Sir Hugh Cocke and several others have 
been allowed tor take part in such debates. The point which my Deputy 
Leader, Mr: Bangs Iyer, has raised is whether Mr. Ghuznavi is not dis- 
cussing the affairs of Messrs. Lowe and Company. My friend Mr. Ghuznavi 
wanted to raise the point in the railway debate and also to-day’s debate 
whether the Railway Administration will not save money if certain sug- 
gestions, which he has put forward or will put forward, are approved by 
this House. So; there is' no question of merely taking part in the debate ; 
every Member w'ho is concerned even directly with a particular industry 
has a right and privilege, in the public interest, to speak, whether a cer- 
tain benefit may not accrue to the public. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim liahimtoola) : The Chair 
has no hesitation in ruling that the Honourable Member is quite in order 
in taking part in the discussion which he has initiated. The Honourable 
Member who raised the point of order drew attention of the Chair to file 
words “directly and personally interested”. It is, I think, very desirable 
that Honourable Members, who raise points of order or a question that a 
particular Member is directly and personally interested, should take 
adequate and proper care in making such allegations. The Chair is pre- 
pared to consider all aspects of the question when its attention is drawn 
to serious allegations. 1 take it, that the Honourable Member w'ho raised 
the point of order himself recognises that, in the interests of the good name 
of the House, the Member raising the point shall take adequate care to 
ascertain his facts before making them. Having ruled on the issue that 
has been raised, the Chair’s view is further confirmed by the fact thaf the 
Honourable Member has stated that he is not a Director of any Coal 
Company. 


Mr. A. H. Obuznavi: I did not say that. I said that I am not a 
Director of H. V. Lowo and Company. 


Mr. Presidieiit: I take it that the Honourable Member is a Director in 
some coal company. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga lyer: Many companies, of which Messrs. Lowe and 
Co., are the Managing Agents. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : If the 
Honourable Member is a Director in several coal companies it 
IS for the Honourable Member himself to consider whether he 
should avail himself of this opportunity as a Member of the House to 
deal with this subject. As a Director he is not personally and directly in- 
terested, and therefore he is in order in taking part in this discussion. The 
Chair leaves it to the Honourable Member Rimself to decide whether he will 
proceed with the discussion. 
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Hr. 0. 8. Ba^ga lyes: In view of your observations, I have to* sub*^ 
mit 


Mr. President: The Honourable Member has admitted that he is a 
Director in some coal companies and no further remarks are therefore 
necessary. 

Hr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Now, I will proceed with my speech. 1 will at 
once go to the facts to show, instead of meeting my Honourable friend’s 
speech of the other day, how Government are losing from year s end to 
year s end nearly half a crore of rupees, by the negligent manner in which 
they exercise control over the buying of coal and management of the col* 
lieries. The coal purchased for 1932-33 was to the extent of 16,29,000 
tons. Here 1 have got on page 52 of Capital the names of the tenderers, 
the rates and the quantity tendered. In the issues of 4th February and 
16th January of Capital you will find the names of the accepted tenderers, 
their rates and quantities. Like Mr. Whitworth, 1 have aJso tabulated 
the ofiers and their acceptances, and this is the tabulated sheet which 1 
have got in my hand, and from this I shall show that Government have 
lost about 8 lakhs on purchase of coal this year. The same quality, the 
same grade was offered to Government at cheaper rates, but they did not 
accept them — they accepted higher rates. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan liural): What commission? 


Mr. President: Order, order. 


Mr, A. H. Ghuznavi: Here is a publication of the Indian Coal Grading 
Board. There the names of those collieries are entered, as to their 
grades, as to their seams, and approved by Government; and here is the 
list which I have got which will show that these approved grades and 
approved qualities, the same seams were offered at lower rates but were 
not accepted. 

An Honourable Member: W^hy? 

Mr. A. H, Ghuznavi: Let that question be put to the Honourable the 
Commerce Member. I will take the first item. Special Jherrias; they 
were purchased at Rs. 4-12-0, but coal of the same quality was offered 
at Rs. 4-4-0. On this they could have saved Rs. 18,000. The second is 
Jherria, 17 and 18 seams, they purchased 1,28,000 tons. The same quan- 
tity W’as offered and they could have purchased it much cheaper, thereby 
saving Rs. 63,750, on that lot. Just for the information of Honourable 
Members I will read the rates of Jherrias and the rates that were accepted 
and the rates that were tendered: 

Rs. A. P. 


50.000 tons at 3 6 0 

18.000 tons at 4 0 0 

30.000 tons at 4 4 0 

30,000 tons at 4 8 0 


whereas the same quantity was offered at Es. 8-6-0, 3-8-0 

3-12-0 .... 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: That is economy in Government Departments. 
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Mr. A. K. Ohuxnavi: Yes. Then, Jherria, first class, 12, 13, 14 and 
15 seams, there could have been a saving in this lot of Es. 2,l6.()0<). 
They purchased at higher rates, while the same quality and the same 
quantity were offered at much cheaper rates. Then, the second class 
Jherrias, 10, 11, 12 and 13 seams; they could have saved Es. 60,000 on 
this trtyisaction. I have worked out how the whole saving was arrived sit 
and if any Honourable Member would like to see it, I shall furnish him 
with a copy. 

An Honourable Member: Then, lay it on the table. 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi: I do not want to waste the time of the House, 
Then comes Eaneegunge Coal. A quantity of 2,36,000 tons was purchased 
at Es. 4-12-0 and Es. 4-6-0 and Es. 4-4-0, while the same quantity and 
the same quality was offered at Es. 4-4-0; thereby they could have saved 
Es. 32,000. In second grade Deshurgurh quality, a saving of Es. 18,000 
could liavc been effected. In Kasta quality, a saving of Es. 18,000. In 
Eaneegunge series Jherria coalfield, a saving of Es. 6,000. In Poniati 
quality, a saving of Es. 10,750. In Koithi quality, a saving of Es. 20,250. 
In Gusick quality, a saving of Es. 1,850. In Kajora quality, a saving of 
Es. 54,750. Thus the total saving would approximately have been about 
six lakhs in these coal purchases. 

Then comes the shipment coal. They bought 1,40,000 tons for the 
Burma Eailways and this eontra(*t was given to one contractor alone at 
Es. 0-2-0 per ton, /. o. 6., Calcutta, with insurance and weight on the 
llangoon weighbridge. Sir, this very same coal, of the same quality and 
of the same* s(*ani, was offered at IN. 7-6-0 per ton, which if accepted 
would have brought a saving of 2^ laklis. Even if they had been given it 
to one contractor; had the (^oal been shipped by themselves; had it been 
shipped by their Mining Engineer, they could have' saved at least 
Es. 70.000 on shipping Jlierria only. Tlic (contractor made another profit 
for shipping it din'ctly. Sir, the Honourable the Comme'r(»e ^leinbcr said 
the other day that Mr. Whitworth is not a man who decades ev»^i’vtlnng 
but it is tile Eailway Board who decide — that ho ('omes with his prop(')sals 
and they scnifinisc' them and dc'cidc after .scrutiny from whom to buy. 
Sir. T want tiu' Honourahh' Member to give me a straitrbi answer. The 
Eailnay Board (*all for tenders: but wIk' opens those tenders*? Is it or is 
it not iVIr. Whitworth in Cahnitta who (’>pens those tenders? Wli>> ttdui 
lates them? Is it or is it not iMr. Whitworth and his assistant, the g»*ear 
Surendra Nath Banerji? 

An Honourable Member: Not the great Sunmdra Nath Banerji? 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi: He is great beeause from Es. 35 he is now getting 
Es 000 “ a . month . and he owns in his father-in-law’s nanu* and mother- 
in-law’s name and sistov-in-lnw’s name so many properties in Calcutta. 

Then, Sir, is it or is it not a fact that tin’s Mr. Whit\yorth and 
Mr. Banerji come up to T)e]hi with their proposals? And can the Hon- 
ourable Member tell me' if they hn^e ever changed a single item in those 
proposals? Thfit is what I should like to know. Then why was T blamed? 
What was my sin when T said that it is Mr. Whitworth who practically 
decides whom to give and whom not to give to? 
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Then, Sir, I will make another charge and a serious charge, and ask 
him to refute it. Previous to tendering, Mr. Whitworth and his friend 
Mr. Banerji are obviously in the habit of advising their friends what rate 
to tender. And I will give you the proof. If you study the various 
tenders you will find that the pact rates arc all the same. I \viir explain 
to the House what I mean by “pact rates’*. There are certain firms in 
Calcutta who have made a pact for themselves and they always quote a 
certain figure. But there are many others who are not in the pact and 
who therefore do not know what will be the rate of these pact firms. But 
Mr. Whitworth knows it. You will find from the pact firms that their 
rates w^ere the same but those who were not in the pact also quote the 
pact rate. And how do they find the pact rate? From the evidence here 1 
know who are the pact rate firms and who are not, but we find that those 
w^ho are not also give the pact rates. Then. Sir, I make another charge. 
When they give out a tender, they say that those tenderers who do not want 
to put in the pact rate, because it is a higher rate, will not get an ounce of 
order. If any evidence is requfred of that T am prepared to furnish it. 

Sir, T think T have made out a case for investigating into these allega- 
tions that I have made on the floor of the House and for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to go into this matter. But before I bring my re- 
marks to a close, I will take up the collieries. Will this House be sur- 
prised to hear that Government have not published the accounts of the 
cost of running their collieries in spite of repeated demands? My 
Honourable friend Mr. Das drew my attention to the fact that for many 
years the Public Accounts Committee urged this point, and only the other 
dav they got them to prepare a form of accounting. So as regards the 
coilieries, we have got nothing in our possession to show what is the cost 
of their running. I say that the State collieries are running at a miu li 
higher cost than even the costliest European managed collieries. Will the 
House be surprised to hear that there is no tender ever called for for raisiriR 
coal in the State collieries? Only the other day my Honourable friend 
Mr. Ranga Iyer stopped me when I wanted to bring up this thing on the 
motion of my Honourable friend Mr. Maswood Ahmad about favouritism, 
and lie said that it was not to the point. I did not pursue it that way, 
but this telegram that I have here will show the favouritism that I was 
referring to. It says: 

“ Riilwijr colliory working under raising contractor at higgler rate without calling 
yearly t?*ii3rs, favourite nersons are appointed for instance Rambilas Singh chaprasei 
under Railway colliery at Bermo oollieiy has been appointed raising contractor.’* 

I believe there is another contractor who is Mr. Whitworth’s ilhohJ 
Then the telegram says: 

You can conclude how Railway raising contracts are given respectable raising con* 
tractors can be had at cheaper rate if yearly tenders are called and on this policy lakhs 
and lakhs of ruoees can be saved question hitherto tenders were not called and given to 
respectable parties at lower rates.” 

The Bomonnble Sir George Bainy: Sir, I rise to a point of order. ^ 
had no intention of raising a point of order about the earlier part of the 
Honourable Mtanber’s speech because the Chief Mining Engineer does 
purchase coal not only for the Railways, but also for the Army DepaJ"*- 
ment, and certain other departments of Government, and therefore T most 
admit that he is concerned Vith this part of the Budget. But I should 
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like to point out that the railway collieries supply coal only to the railways, 
and therefore the*, administration of these collieries is pertinent rather to the 
Jlailway Budget than to the General Budget. It is a genera! question oi 
administration and policy affecting the administration of the railways that 
is really in question on this latter point. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Chair 
recognises the force of the point of order raised, but the Chair cannot 
overlook the fact that the Executive Council is in charge of the entire 
policy and administration of the Government of India and must therefore 
hold that the Honourable Member is in order in criticising the policy 
pursued by the Executive Council in the manner he is doing. 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi: Thank you, Sir. I have already shown, when 
dealing with coal purchase, how lakhs could have been saved, and I will 
now illustrate it by figures. When I mentioned about 50 lakhs, another 
30 lakhs or so could have been saved from the collieries. Sir, the railways 
this year bought from the public 16 lakhs of tons, and they expected to 
raise 16 lakhs of tons from the collieries. I will assume that the require- 
nionts are 32 lakhs. Of this they do not raise more than half the quantity 
and the rest they give to the public. On the 16 lakhs of tons which they 
will raise they lose at least 32 lakhs of rupees, and you will see how. 
You can get cheaper coal in the market, much cheaper than you can raise. 
You do not show us the figures 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will please address the Chair. 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi: I beg your pardon, Sir. They have not up to 
date said what it costs them to raise a ton of coal; and in the absence 
of any figure, I will assume that their cost must necessarily be much 
higher, as it is run on State lines, than w'^hat they can get it in the 
market. Even assuming that is wrong, I will give you this figure. They 
have got their raising contractor, if I remember aright, a man named 
Amrita Lall Ojha; and I should like the Honourable Member to tell us 
on the floor of the House what is the rate that they are giving him to 
raise their coal. He makes lakhs annually. If you can reduce your cost 
even by a rupee a ton, you save 16 lakhs of rupees in your estimates. I 
therefore suggest the following. It is only because I want to help my 
Honourable friend the Finance Member in his retrenchment. I am sure 
he would have half a croro of rupees if he would adopt this suggestion. 
The first IS, that tenders should be called for and every tenderer should 
have to deposit ten per cent, with the tender of the value of the coal 
ho tenders. This must be a condition precedent. What happens is this : 
the tenderers tender and the favourite tenderers tender for a far bigger 
quantity than their output. I will illustrate this point. There have been 
tendered this year 91 lakhs of tons, and Government have accepted 16 
lakhs of tons. Each tenderer got something, say 10 per cent, or 5 per 
c^ent. For instance, Mr. A’s colliery, whose output is 200, (KX) tons, tenders 
for on© lakh; Mr. B’s colliery, a favourite colliery whose output is only 
10,000 tons also tenders for one lakh; then Mr. C s colliery whose output 
is 300,000 tons tenders for 150,000 tons; and Mr. D's colliery whose output 
is only 5,000 tons tenders for 50,000 tons. Mr. Whitworth brings these 
figures before the Eailway Board and says that Messrs. A, B, C and D 
have tendered respectively for so much and he shows he has made an 
®qual distribution — ^ten per cent, to everybody ..... 

B 2 
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Mr. S. 0. Kitrs: Are these people not required to show what is their 
total output? 

Mr. A. H. CHiuanavi: That is the trouble; they do not go into the 
matter of whether this man can deliver it. They cannot deny it. The 
Commerce says: 

“ We publish below a list of State railways coal tenders for the years 1932*33^ 
It will be observed that offers larger than their output have been made by several 
collieries.” 

Perhaps 1 have not been able to explain myself sufficiently clearly. For 
instance, 1 have offered to sell a. lakh of tons, but my colliery has an 
output of U laklis. Another man also offers a lakh of tons, but his 
colliery’s output is (miy 10,000 tons. So, when these two proposals come 
before the Board with Mr. Whitworths rGcoinmendation, giving 10 per 
cent, to each, I get ]wactically nothing at all, but the other man gets 
his full output and more. Rut if you ask for a deposit, he will not be 
able to put in tliat lakh of tons, because the deposit will be 10 ])er 
cent 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Are they not required to state their output in each 
case? 


Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: No. Now there is another matter. This shows 
that the Railway Board is not in a position to help the trade* or see 
whether a. man is in a position to deliver things which he offers. This 
list, which shows that 01 lakhs of tons was ti‘ndi‘red, does not include 
coals outside Jlierria and lianigunje tields, nor the coal accepted for sbie- 
ment. The total output of coal in India is roughly ‘20 million tons. So 
it i:icc,ns that prncticallv half the output has offered to tlu' State- 
rnanaued railways only; and when om* ha.s to take into account all the 
contracts alrc'ady fi.xed up for the year and the coni which must 

ho fL*se?’V(‘d for industries, hunkers, .shipments, etc., it is obvious that tlic 
'.'oal njfen'd Jo the State railways, if all wen* accepted, Cfaild 
not [»o. sil)Iy l)e delive?*cd: and here is the list of tenderers with their nain(N 
find their M(!e(*])tance'i. I m.ade a cjireful study of this hi'fore 1 hrouglit 
up tie* suhieet hetore tliis House. 


!\fv lir^'t f>rof)osal therefore is that in future when eoal lendi'rs are 
cfdle.l f'*r. tenderers must be asked to deposit, 10 |)er cent, with the tt*ndcr. 
1 ht* se.;on<] cheek that I would sugirest witli (.*ver\ teiuh*r is that w s|»;ic‘‘ 
in the tender form should be left for directors to put in the previous yeai ’^' 
out j. lit of thi’ir collieries. They have to give this information to the 
Milling Department ot the (lovernment every yejir, and tlu‘^e f’lgnrev 
would then la* availfiliie to llie lit^aid as fi furilier 

ttuid^ rers giving their correct output. Thirdly, my suggestion is lli'^t 
all n iiders sliould be sent direct to the Railway Board in Delhi find oiicncd 
liere and the Hoard should t.diubd.e tluun. If tiu* tfuiderers wish le cMiiii 
to Ib'lhi or Simla, the\ imiv do so and bi* presi*nt when the tenders mi*' 
epi'iK'l. and il is ha* tlu*m to decide whether they should come up or ir'l 


Tiirii, Sir, shipment coal, which is n very heavy fpiantity, should n/’' 
be given to one tinn, but coals which are best for shipment slionid 
juircha-'d from several parties and mixed at the timi* of shipment; 
cnntra<'tors should only be required to put the coal on the railway at 1“*,' 
sliding of the collieries. They will get only the price of the coal 
nothing for shipping it direct to Burma or anywhere else. 


and 
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T would then submit that the Board should be constituted as follows : 

The Chairman : 

The Chief Commissioner of Railways or a Member of the llailway 
Board. 


Members : 

T. The Chief Minin" Encrineer to the Bailway Board. 

2. The Combustion Engineer. 

A gemlenian with ex])erien(*e of the commereial sidt^ of colliery 
work, but not actually in tli.e coal trade. 

The Board will bo a permanent Tioard and attached to the Baihvay Board 
The Combustion Engineer and the oonimercial memb».a*s will be left in 
chai'go. With a Board so constituted, one will have a Mining Engineer 
with ox]>eri(‘nct‘ of tlii* practical side or coal, a Combustion Engineer with 
i'X]Hrit‘n{'(‘ <»f the actual burning rpiality of coal and a commerei.n] man 
with knowledge of the commercial side of coal. To put it plainly, one 
would have a Board (^f men wlio wouhl know all the tricks of tht' trarlc, 
and f am (*ertain that the cost of thi*^ Board will be saved over and over 
again. Xot <aily could they make coal ])urchases for the railways, but 
tlu'v (‘()nld also see to the working of the State Railway collitTies which 
would then be run on (?ormm'rcial line's. This is what I wanted to show 
to the Hotise in the ])uhlic intero«it, and therefore I had to make the 
statements that I did. and T think 1 have been able to satisfy the House 
that I have made out a case for an investigation into this matter. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy; Sir. T should not ordinarilx havt 
intervened in the debate at so early a stage, but I think it is desirable 
that on thi.s particular motion T should do so, because in view of the 
serious charges that the Honourable Member has made, the House is 
entitled to hear at the earliest possible opportimity what the reply off 
Government is. One thing perhaps I might say by way of preface. I 
think it is a great pity that, when the Honourable ^lember first opened 
the subject in this House, he did not make it plain at that stage what 
exactly his complaint was; it is a 7 >itv he did not give his figures at that 
(.1// Honourable ^^rtnbcr : “He was obstructed. “) The Htuiiv.ir- 
ab!e ^.le.mber found time to hurl what T consider very unfjjir imru'ude-'s 
against a Government officer, and failed altogether to state what the 
precise matter was to which he was drawing the attention of the House. 

Now\ Sir, I should like to begin by ex].>laining briefiy the procedure 
We follow^ed in the purchase of coal for the State-managed railways. The 
procedure we follow’^ed this year is exactly the same as is followed every 
year. In the middle of December the Raihvay Board, on a preliminai’y 
survey of what the t*oal requirements of the State-managed raihvays in 
1932-33 would be, came to the conclusion that, after allowing for a carry 
over of 160, tKH) tons from this year's contract, it would be necessary to 
arrange for the supplv of 3,173,000 terns of coal, out of which they 
proposed to take 1.753,CXX) tons from the market, leaving 1,420,000 tons 
h) be raised from the railway colliery. These figures would have given 
the market a rather higher percentage of the total coal required than in 
the previous year. The Chief ^Mining Engineer was authorised to call 
for tenders for 1,758,000 tons, and these tenders were opened in the 
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presence of the tenderers in the middle of January, and the list of the 
tenders was published in the Press. Thereafter the Chief Mining Engi- 
neer discussed with representatives of the operating departments of the 
State-managed railways how the orders should be distributed. It is quite 
true, as Mr. Ghuznavi has stated, that the total quantity of coal tendered 
was considered in exc-ess of nine million tons. As a result of the dis- 
cussions witR representatives of the operating branches, proposals for the 
distribution of the orders among the tenderers were laid before the Rail- 
way Board by the Chief Mining Engineer towards the end of January. 
Now, my friend says that the Railway Board merely accepted the Chiei 
Mining Engineer’s proposals, they made no changes in them, they just 
blindly accepted them. It is rather remarkable that this particular 
accusation should be made in this particular year when a modification 
of an entirely unusual character was actually made by the Railway Board. 
The Board decided that, in order to assist the coal trade in the dilliculties 
through which it is now passing, the quantity of coal to be taken from 
the market should be raised from 1,753,000 tons to 2,167,000 tons, with ji 
corresponding reduction in the amount to be raised from the railway 
colleries, and it is perfectly obvious from that fact that it was a physical 
impossibility for the Railway Board to follow blindly' the distribution pro- 
posed by the Chief Mining Engineer, because the quantity to be distri- 
buted had been increased by more than 20 per cent. The effect of this 
decision w^as to give the private collieries the supply of over 65 per cent, 
of the State-managed railways’ requirements compared with about 54 
per cent, in the ciurent year. When the Railway Board had come to a 
decision how the orders should be distributed, a statement showing the 
names of the successful tenderers, with quantities accepted from them and 
the prices to be paid in each instance, was published in the Press. I 
think the phrase used in an earlier part of the discussion was “a holi‘ nnil 
corner business”. I do not think there is any hole and comer business 
at all when we published all the tenders in the newspapers and subse- 
quently also published the names of successful tenderers. It is then oy)en 
to aav member of the puhlie. if he considers that the aetion taken 
improper, to raise the point, and T should be the last to deny that this 
is a proper subject for (*ritieism. What T do say is that it is not (‘orrict. 
it is not fair to say that there has been a hole and corner business. All 
the facts and figures are published, and we invito the whole world to 
see them. 

Now, Sir, T am in a position to say that the revision of the pro- 
posals of the Chief Mining Engineer by the Railway Board is a reality 
and is not by any means a matter of form. All important matters are 
brought by the Financial Commissioner of Railways to my notice, ana 
T personally discuss them with him, and I cannot remember any year 
in which there was not a modification sufficiently important to ho hroii^ht 
to me. I should like to emphasise that — that the responsibility does not 
rest with the Chief Mining Engineer, who only makes proposals: 
responsibility for what ia done rests with the Railway Board and the 
Financial Commissioner and, of course, with myself as the Member of 
Council concerned. 

I should like nc^” to deal with the question whether the distribution 
actually made w'as satisfactory or not, first, generally, and then, 'vu 
reference to what has fallen ifrom the Honourable Member. I think tn® 
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House knows that the coal trade is passing through very hard times, that 
a good many of the collieries are only just hanging on, and it is for tha^ 
reason that the Government decided to raise so substantially the pro- 
portion of these requirements to be obtained from the market. I do not 
claim, of course, that we were acting on purely altruistic grounds, which 
indeed would be rather a questionable procedure for a commercial depart- 
ment. The position of our State railway collieries, the output from which 
can, if need be, be rapidly increased, puts us in a strong position when 
there is any attempt to organize a squeeze, and the prices are raised 
against us. But the position is rather different when things are going, 
badly with the colleries, because it is not in our interests that a large 
number of collieries should have to stop working, since that might result 
in a gradual decline in the competition for the orders of the State rail- 
ways, and that is the last thing which we desire. Now, clearly it was 
desirable that the contracts for pext year should be fairly spread over a 
number of collieries. It would be no use to give increased orders to a 
few firms and leave the rest to go to the wall. I claim that our distri- 
bution, as a matter of fact, was fairly made. It enabled us to raise 
the proportion of second class coal taken from the market from about 
28^ per cent, to 28.^ per cent., to give Indian firms and businesses, 
who mostly deal in second class coal about 42J per cent, of the amount 
taken from the market instead of B7f per cent. That our distribution 
of the orders has given general satisfaction may I think be fairly inferred 
from the telegram that was sent to me by the Indian Mining Federation 
immediately after the Honourable Member s speech in the general discus- 
sion on the Railway Budget. It is as follows : 

“Committee of tho Indian Mining Federation have carefully considered ihe press 
report of tho remarks made by Mr. Ghuznavi in the Legislative "Assembly on the 29th 
February to which their attention. has been drawn by various members of the Fedcretion. 
They dissociate themselves entirely from tho criticisms made by the Honourable Member 
regarding purchases of coal for railways. The Committee of Federation must record their 
emphatic view that contracts for purchases of coal for railways for 1932-33 were fairly 
distributed and criticisms offered thereon unwarranted.” 

That deals with the general qiic.^^tion. Now, T will turn to the particular 
point which has been brought up by my Honourable friend. I found a 
great deal of difficulty, and I dare say other Members did also, in trying 
to follow his figures in detail. They d> not entirely correspond with the 
figures which were supplied to me! But, when my Honoiuable friend 
speaks of a possible benefit to the railways of half a crore of rupees, I 
am a little puzzled to know how ho arrives at a figure of such magnitude. 
50 lakhs of rupees a year means 5 million rupees a year. The State- 
managed railways do not consume 5 million tons ; they only consume 
about 8,380,000' tons. Now, if there is to he a saving of half a erore 
of rupees, it must mean that this 8.330,000 tons, the whole of them, can 
be purchased at a rate Rs. 1-8-0 cheaper than they were actually pur- 
chased. Is that my Honourable friend's proposition? 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi: No. I will reply afterwards. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I wish to be|sure of that. 1 can- 
D-Ot push that particular point further at the moment except to say that 
the figures the Honourable Member gave seem to me on any assumption 
grossly exaggerated. 
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Mr. A. B. Ohuznavi: May I interrupt the Honourable Member for a 
• minute? I have shown from the figures, which I shall place on the table, 
that you could have saved, oh buying your coal alone, to the extent of 
about Es. 8 lakhs. These figures will show; you can compare the prices 
which you paid aud the prices which were offered, but which you did 
‘not accept. 1 then said that there would be a saving of another 32 lakhs 
of rupees from your State collieries. That is in this way. They have 
bought about 19 lakhs of tons this year, and I assume they want another 
19 lakhs for their requirements. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan) : You also mentioned some saving from shipping? 

Mr. A. H. Ohuznavi: T !im coming to that. On shipping alone they 
have actually paid about a lakli more. • These figures are all there, but 
in such a short space of time it is difficult to go into the details. T 
shall place thcau on the table. The savings on the collieries, according 
to me, wmild be over Es. 30 lakhs, because you do not show your cost 
and 1 presume it is two rupees higher at least. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I shall be very glad indeed to see 
the figures put forward by my Honourable friend, and irrespective of 
anything that has been said to-day, I should certainly hi' glad to go into 
those figures and sec exactly what th(\v appear to establish. T should 
indeed bo most grateful to my Honourable friend if h(‘ (*an show how wc 
can save Es. 30 lakhs on the working of our collieries. Quite obviously, any 
Government must be grateful to people who enn make praetical sugges- 
tions of that kind if they are in fact practical. T do not know’ how' fnr 
T am right in my assumption, but T think the figures that the Honouraldo. 
Member has given w^ore based in the main on the coal which be thinks 
ought to have betai taken from collieries nndcr the managcmi'nt of TT. V. 
Dow and Co. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: No. 

Tbe Honourable Sir Goorge Rainy: Not solely, but including them. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: No. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Not solely but including them. 
Well, Sir, a.s regards that firm, it is necessary that I should say something. 
It controls a very considerable number of collieries, and ever since the 
case which is known as the Church case, up till last year no ord('rs wluit- 
ever had been placed with that firm by the State-managed railways. 
j ^ that ])olicy 1 accept full responsibility. Last year, for the 
first time, the ban w’as lifted and an order for a certnin 
quantity of coal was placed with the firm. It is quite true that thi' 
collieiaes managed by that firm did in a nnmV)er of cases put up tiaidcis 
for the supply of coal at a lower price than the tenders we actually 
accepted. The reason why we adopted that plan is that, in placing t'un- 
tracts, we have not to look only at the price but also to performanct*- 
and to the manner w’hich contracts previously given have been earri^u 
out. It is no usrt getting coal at cheaper prices if the leading at the 
collieries is bad, so that the railways do not receive the KU])plies at Ihi' 
time they are expecting them, or if the quality of coal received is inferior 
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to what has been asked for. Now in both these res^jects during tlicr \ear 
1931-82- a number of serious complaints had been received from the rail- 
ways concerned about the coal supplied by this firm, and in the circum- 
stances the Bailway Board came to the conclusion that it was not desirable 
to place an order with this firm for more than a comparatively small 
quantity of coal, and 1 want to tell the House that, before these orders 
were issued, the financial C'ominissiorier of Bailways drew my attention 
to the point and I entirely approved of the action taken. 

Sir, I contend that the Honourable Member has not made out his case. 
What he has made out is that we did for certain qualities of coal not 
place the wliolo of the contract with the lowest tenderer, but in some 
cases, for what appeared to u?; adequate reasons we turned down the 
lowest tenders. That is undonbtodlv so, but there were good and suffi- 
cient r(»asons for the action taken in every case. 

I am not going into any elaborate disquisition about the management 
of the railway collieries because the single subject with which I hVive sc^ 
far dealt is really f)f suirudent importance to take u]) the whole of the 
debate, but what I fei^l about tbesti railway collieries is this. We 
])ublish annually in one of the pink books distributed with the Budget 
papers a statement of the costs of raising coal in these collitu’ies. When 
1 was in the 'Fariff Board and sin«*.‘ 1 have held my present appoint- 
ment. T have often lie.ard a great d( al of criticism of the cost accounts 
kept by Government dejiartments, and we are always ready and willing 
to submit accounts of that kind to the criticism of the people in the 
industrial world who are in a position to speak with authority. I should 
like' to inform the House that the balance sheets of the State railway 
collieries have been examined by representatives of tin* Indian .^^ining 
Association and the Indian Mining Federation, and neither body was able 
to suggest even a small item of expenditure as having been omitted which 
ought to have been included. That, Sir, i.s at an\ rate priina fanr 
evidtaiee that our accounts are kept in a reasonable way. and if that is so, 
then it is not the case that the coal taken from our railway collievii^s is 
costing ns more than the (‘oal Avhich wo purchase in the open market. 
That, Sir. T think, very nearly concludes what T need say. Perhaps I 
might just refer to certain practical suggestions which the Honourable 
Member made at the end of his speech. I have been compelled to differ 
rather strongly from the Honourable ^lember as regards the attitude he 
has taken up, but that makes no differenee to my attitude to any practi- 
(ad suggestions he makes, and I am quite ready to consider them on their 
nuaits. What I cannot do is to admit that there is anv reii'onablc am’ 
pro])er ground of criticism of the action taken on the ground that it w«as 
tak(‘n from improper motives and not for good and adequate reasous. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Luncli till a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clook 


The Assembly re-nssembled after Tjunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
Gl'^ck. Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr.. S. 0. S«n (Bengal National Chamher of Commerce : Indian Com- 
merce) ; Sir, before T begin, I should make a little personal explanation. T do 
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not want to be so subtle us Mr. Ghuznavi. I must say that I have an interest 
in a small c?oal contract with a railway, but I am vitally interested in the 
coal trade and througli my profession as a solicitor I have more than 9& 
per cent, of the colliery owners in Bengal and Bihar as my clients and I am 
a member of the Tmlian Mining Federation, from whom the Honourable 
the Finance iMember has got a telegram of approval to his action. I must 
say I do not approve of what .Mr. Gluiznavi said regarding the acceptance 
of tenders in this House. Every tender contains the usual clause that 
the lowest tender need not be accepted, and any person who makes the 
lowest tender cannot legally or even morally make a grievance that his 
tender has not been accepted. Before a tender is accepted, there are 
various things which have to be considered by the person accepting the 
tender. The personal element comes very much into the question of 
course. A person may tender at the lowest rate, but he may be known 
to be a ])eison on whom no reliance can be placed if the market goes 
against him. That is the experience of every business man who does any 
business in coal or any other commodity where the contract is not a 
contract for a lump quantity but an executory contract which has to be 
performed in a year or so. Under these circumstances, if in the exercise 
of the discretion vested in an authority, he chooses to make a contract 
with persons whom he knows to be reliable, with whom he has had deal- 
ings and with whom he did not anticipate or did not have any difficulties, 
then I do not see what objection can bo made or grievance felt. More- 
over, in the coal trade the question of loading comes very much into 
practicnl play. A contract is generally made with the condition that the 
case will he free of any slacke, slate or stone. Now in the loading you can 
if you want to cheat put in as much slacke f'R you can. Tt may be re- 
jected by the purchaser if he is alert, or may be taken by his subordi- 
nates if arrangements are made: th(*refore, although you may bav(‘ quotod 
a very low price, you really chai’ge a liigher price than what you have put 
forward. Tender these circuinstamvs. F do »’ot imderslaurl A?r. 
objection. Set^ondly, he has made certain charges, or rather insinuations, 
asrainst Mr. Whitworth and also against his assistant. T do not know 
nor does the coal trade know of anv justification for such insinuations. 
No facts lustihing such insinuations have been adduced or hinted ; they 
iinwarrantcd and unjustifiable. The Honourable the Commerce Member 
has told us that the giving of contracts and the acceptance of tenders do 
not rest with the Chief Mining Engineer of the Government or his assis- 
tant. These contracts are scanned by the Railway Board and, as st/iiod 
by the Honourable the Commerce Member on the last occasion, especially 
bv the Finance Member of the Board. Under these circumstances, what 


blame can be attached to Mr. Whitworth or liis assistant I do not know. 
Then Mr. Gluiznavi has slated that the tenderers generally put forward, 
or rather tender for. quantities far more tlian what they can possibly 
deliver or what can be their output. I do not know whether Mr. Gluiznavi 
is thoroughly acquainted with the custom of the trade or the conditions 
under which Indian colliery owners or even European colliery owners have 


to conduct their business. As a matter of fact if there are no buyers, 
I can curtail rny output of coal. Now having regard to the market condi- 
tions which have been subsisting for the last two or three years, it is well- 
known that both European and Indian collieries have been obliged to 
tail their output. That does not mean that they have done so for 
or that they cannot if occasion arises increase their output and supply an 
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the coal necessary. Then Mr. Ghuznavi raised the question of the collieries 
owned by the railways. There I join him in his condemnation of 
working of these collieries, as I in my opinion by opening collieries them- 
selves the State have come into competition with private colliery owners. 
(Mr. N. M. Joshi : “Why should they not come into competition?”) Sir, 
it is the universal practice in all civilized countries of the world that the. 
State should not come into competition with private enterprise. (Mr. N. 
M. Joshi : “That is so only in capitalistic countries, not in civilized count- 
ries.”) Here the State have not only come into competition with ordinary 
colliery owners, but they are practically killing them and with the resources 
at their command it is merely a question of time when private enterprise 
will be entirely killed. Of course Mr. Ghuznavi was wrong when he stated 
that the cost of production has not bc^en shown by the railways, although 
this was demanded. The cost of raising of coal has been shown also in 
the Budget books published by the Bailway Department, but the rates 
there given are misleading. The rates given there contain the rates not 
only for coal hut also for slacko, that is small coal land dust. These are 
sold in the market at practically half the rate for which you can obtain 
coal. Therefore the rates shown there for coal are misleading and really 
the coal rate there is much higher than what is given. As regards coal 
contracts, T have said that there is no grievance which can ho felt : as a 
matter of fact colliery owners, both European and Indian, do not com- 
plain of the way in which contracts have been given this year or even in 
the previous years (Hear, hear), and but for the action taken by the Gov- 
ernment this year many of the Indian colliery owmers would have shut 
ilieir coal mines, /.c., if they had not got the distribution which has been 
made by tlic Bail way Board this year. The Bailway Board had the 
su])port not only of the Indian "Mining Federation, of which I am a mem- 
ber. but also generally of tlu‘ wholu of the coal trad*' in Bengal. The 
Board is entitled to tjie thanks of the coal trade generally. Sir. with these 
remarks I oppose the motion. 

Some Honourable Members: The que.stioii may now be put. 

Mr. President: I acci'pt the elosun'. The que.stion is: 

that the question bo now put.” 

The mention was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I wish to speak very briefly 
indeed. '^I’liere was one part of my Honourable friend Mr. Ghuznavrs 
spec(^h which I did not eateli very distinctly, and therefore I obtained 
from tile Be])orters a copy of the type-script. The particular part to 
which I wish to allude is this. He said : 

“ Then, Sir, T will make another rhnrge and a serious charge, and ask him to refute it. 
Previous to tendering, Mr. Whitworth and his friend Mr. Banerji aio obviously in the 
habit of advising their friends what rate to tender.” 

The Honourable Member then went o^to state what the practice was 
and ended up by saying : x 

“ If any evidence is required of that T am prepared to furnish it.” 

He has not as yet given any proof, but what I wish to say is that I 
entirely repudiate that charge as being entirely without foundation. 
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Mr. A. E. Ohuznavi: Sir, the reply of the Honourable the Commerce 
Member has relieved me of the necessity of making a detailed reply. I 
should like however to say something about the telegram to which the 
Honourable the Comineree IMember appears to attach' a good deal of 
importance. Sir," the telegi*am from the Indian Mining Federation read 
out by the Honourable ^lernber has not come upon me as a surprise, nor 
will the telegram which I am about to read come upon him as a surprise 
unless the Department of the Honourable Member s eollengiie, namely, 
tlu' Posts and Telegraphs, has not sup])liod him with a copy, which was 
addressed to him. It appears from the telegram that I have received that 
a copy of it was addressed to the Honourable Sir George Rainy. It is 
from a member of the Indian Mining Federation and this is what he 
says : 


“ Some mombers of Fotlorntion who have secured orilers under patronage have wired 
Home Mem])Pr ” {Thi^ is a mi?tal‘e : meanx the Commerce Member.) “ as foMows 

Then he gives the telegram which the Honourable ^rombor has read out. 
But he lias not read out the latter part of the telegram. He should have, 
in justice to me. read nut this ]i(*rtion as well. I will read out the whole 
telegram. It runs thus: 

“Commitloo Indian Mininc Federation having carefully considered Pre.ss reports of 
remarks made by Ghuznavi at Lotri^ative A.ssombly on 201 h February to which the atten- 
tion has been drawn by various ^feinbers of the federnfion dissociates, roruiuittee of 
Federation reoord.s their empliatic view that contract for piircha.ses of coal for 1932-33 
was fairly distributed any criri< i*un offered thereon unwaiTantod. Total Mc'inbers on 
Federation b.>low hundrocl. This wire has been sent by four persons in name of 
Federation. Kindly ."i:i=5idor wha( was pist ideation of seruling such wire by Federation 
against the views of hutidre.U of colliery owners. Kindly anyhow got impartial comrnitteo 
appointed hun Irerls of colliery owners will cpme give evidence we shall prove eoucdiisivoly 
merits anrl demerits of purchaser by .mining engineer before Couunitteo. Railways losing 
millions throsigh sucfi purchas'^s yt'arly. Wasteful Tnanagement of railway* collieries 
similar quality of railways collieries coal can be had from tnarket at cheaper rate Ferloration 
all along fought against working of railway <M>lli^*ries past r'orrespondences will prove 
that colliery proprietors offerorl similar coal at Rs. 2-8-0 per ton for ten years any quantity 
railway require. Railway-; collieries cost avorago few years over rupees four per ton ex- 
plain how railways losing fifty Ukhs yeirlv. Show this telegram all As.sombly members. 
We appea^ for appointment of iinpirtial inquiry committee. P. F. Banmwjoe, Member, 
Bengal National Charnbf^r of Coaiineroo, Indian Mining l^'odfjration.'* 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That, Sir, is a ttdegram from 
single inJjvidurd, but tlic hundreds of colliery proprietors have sent no 
telegrams. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: Fn justice to me he should havn? n.*ad this t(dt'- 
gram as well. Wlu tlier the telegram whicli was sent on ludialf of the 
Federation was sent by 4 Members and how* far he is eorreet nr how far 
that telegrairi wliieli lu* reeeived from the Federation is genuine, has yet 
to be seen. Sir, T have nf) further remarks to make because T find the 
Honoiiralde the Commerce Member has not been aide to meed niv ease. 
He has in a manner admitted that T have said and with those remarkf=^ 
T close this debate. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That tho Dominrl imdor tho hoad ‘ Rxooutivo Council * be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

The motion va- negatived. 
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Separation of Burma from India, 

Mr. Jdliaiigir K. Munsbi (Burma: Non-European): Mr. President, 1 
move that the Demand under the head “Executive Council” be reduced 
by Bs. 100. 

By this motion 1 propose, Mr. President, to raise a debate on the future 
of Burma and to help Burma to exercise a free choice during the election 
which has been promised by the Prime Minister. A general election 
is to be held either in October or November this year on the specific 
issue wliether Burma' desires to separate from India or whether she desire? 
to remain part of India, whether it may ultimately be a federated India 
or British India. 

I wish to make it clear at the very outset that this motion is not 
designed as a vote of censure on the (lOveriiment of India or to reflect 
in any wav on the (lovernmeiit of India. As a matter of fact, I wish 
to express my gratitude to the Govenmient of India for the efforts, which 
I believe, they have exerted as a result of the debate which took place 
in this House last year. 1 believe that it was mainly due to the efforts 
of the riovorninent of India, as a result of the Burma debate last year, 
that both st'parnf ionists and anti-separat ionists were invited, and the 
l^urrna Hound Table ConfereiK'e was almost as representative as it could 
hi* reasonably made. This, 1 take it, was due to the good efforts of the 
(iovernnient of India, and therefore when 1 place this motion before the 
House it is not to censure them, but to afford them another opportunity 
of helping Burma to have an entirely free choice at the election next 
Nin't'inbiM*. Now. in this (*<mnection T wish to read out a passage from 
tlie annouiK'omont made by the Prime Minister when he closed the 
Burma Bound Table ('onferenee. The passage is very short. Mr. Ramsay 
MaeBonald, when elosing the Burma Round Table Conference, said as 
follows : 

“ Witli this fiiatorial tluan tlu* p^•op!e nf Burma will bn in a position to decide 

whefluM* or not thov am in favour of separation froinlndin. His Majesty's Government 
eoii'iidiT that a di*eisioii inicht host be taki'n after a Oonornl F.le<'tioTi at wlucb the broad 
i**.-suo has been i^laee.l !n»fore tbe elert ovate. (Tbt' life of the preser.t I.effislative Couneil 
has heeu I'xtended for a year, but an eleetion must be held bt'fore tbe end of the year). 

That deeision will det(‘rmine whc'ther on the one haiid Br.imn should be independent 
of Tndia with a eonstitution on the lines set forth above or on tbe other hand should remain 
a provinee of India with tlu' prospeets indicated in the prot oedings of the tw^osessionc of 
tlu» Tn<lian Round Table (^onfereiu e." 

Aufl the:) iM.mes very iinport.-uil observation- 

“ an<l in this cvmn^'etion. It -i-bouhl be renuauNTiMl that if an Indian Vi'dt intiiui i<i Wish- 
ed, it ennn' t 1 m‘ on the basis that Mein>>er:^ ean lee.ve it ns and when tiiey i 

Sir. I i-onfino m\ attention at the moment to thi'^ partieulru- <ii)servation : 

** and in this eonnreti<»n. it should be nuiiembered that if an liuhar’ I't iier.M h>n is establish- 
ed. it. eannot be on the ba'*!*^ that Members can leave it ns nrd wheT\ they ehoose.*’ 

i^Ir. Bn'sitli'Ut , I do not think this gener.il ol'>s.'rv:ition made by the 
Prime Miitister can be interpreted to ine.-m a throat to Burma that if she 
decides at the n(‘X< elt»etion in Novtunber <o join the Indian Federation, 
she sliall he fon^ed to remain part of the Indian Federation for ever. 

T understand this passage, it is n general observation which would he 
appH(‘able in ordinary constitutional theory to federations, that when a 
federation is formed it is not lightly broken up, and when the Prime 
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Minister was dealing with the subject, he had in mind all the units which 
would make up the Indian federation, and I do not think any narrow 
interpretation can be put upon it. When the Prime Minister made that 
observation he did not mean to convey a threat that if Burma entered 
the Federation, she would never be able to leave the Federation. But, 
after that, Sir, came the address to the Burma Legislative Council 
delivered by His Excellency Sir Charles Innes, Governor of Burma. I 
shall read to the House extracts from his address. Wlien the House 
follows these extracts, it will bear in mind the general observation which 
the Prime Minister made in his announcement, and winch I do not 

interpret and I do not think the Government of India will interpret it — 

to mean a threat to Burma that she would be forced to remain in the 
Federation for ever. In the course of his address to the Burma Legisla- 
tive Council on the 12tl. of February this year His Excellency Sir Charles 
Innes said: 

“ I have just said that the announcement has clearecl the air and has made plain what 
is the choice which lies before the people of Burma. Either they can elect to enter the 
Indian Federation or they can elect to separate from India and to pursue their own 
poiiti cal development apart from India, buttho Prime Minister . 

and this is the interpretation put by His Excellency Sir Charles Innes 
on the observation of the Prime Minister: 

•‘but the Prime Minister has ma<Io it clear that it will not he open to them to enter the 
Indian Federation on the basis tliat they can leave it as and when they like. This sti- 
pulation is not a device intended lo impale the people of Burma on the horns of a difficult 
dilemma or to drive them into voting for separation. It is no easy inatt-jr to separate two 
countries which have been so long and so c losely connected as India and Burma.” 

I contend that His Excellency the Governor of Burma, in i)laciug this 
interpretation on the general observation made by the Prime Minister, 
has gone a great deal further than the Prime Minister’s words justily, 
and has practically .said to Burma, “You have to decide wliether \ou 
want to separate from India or whether you want to enter the Federa- 
tion, but if you decide to join the Federation, you have got to stay in it 
for ever'*. His Excellency Sir Charles Innes argiie.s rhat this is what 
the Prime Minister has announced, I contend that the general observa- 
tion in the speech of the Prime Minister is not capable of this intt‘rprtta- 
tion, and in putting this interpretation on it, His Excellency Sir Clmrlcs 
Innes has allowed himself to be carried away by his zeal. In the course 
of the same address, His Excellency the Governor of Burma, after making 
a number of observations, goes on to .say, “I have no desire to prejudge 
the issue*'. I offer no comment on this claim. Then later on, after assur- 
ing the Burma Legislative Council that, “He has no desire to prejudge 
the issue", His Excellency Sir Charles Innes preached to the Council a 
political sermon as follows* 

“ The oaly point I wish to make in that the isAuen ought to ho rarefiilly thought out 
and squarely faced. There must be no thought of using India merely an a politiml con- 
venience. There !.s no plorCe in the Indian Federation except for loyal members content 
that matters of common interest should be managed in the intorests of the whole, and ready 
and willing to contribute loyally and faithfully to the strength and well-being of the 
Federation. If Burma wants to separate from India, now is her opportunity. If not. 
let her throw in her lot with India whole-heartedly and without any arriert peruiee an«l 
let her play hor part as a loyal memlicr of the Federation. " 

This is the poiiticsl sermon preached by His 'Excellency Sir Charles Tnnos 
to the Burma Legislative Council after claiming that “he had no desire 
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to prejudge the issue**. The interpretation placed by His Excellency 
Sir Charles, innes on that passage in the Prime Minister’s announcement 
is naturally causing grave concern to liurma. As the House knows, poli- 
tical Burma is divided into two camps, those who desire to separate from 
India and those who do not desire to separate from India in view of the 
constitution offered by the Prime Minister. Burma has been given the 
option. She can elect to accept the constitution offered by the Prime 
Minister in the announcement made by him before the Burma Hound 
Table Conference, or slie can decide to join the Indian Federation if a 
Federation ultimately emerges, or remain part of British India if a British 
Indian constitution ultimately emerges. There are two schools of political 
thought in Burma; one school, although very much dissatisfied with the 
constitution offered by His Majesty *s Government, w'ants to separate from 
India; and take its chance of obtaining something more in the near future. 
There is another school of thought which is equally dissatisfied with the 
constitution offered by the Prime Minister, if not more so, and wants to 
remain with India believing that by remaining with India, Burma would 
be better able to solve her political problem. But this threat that once 
Burma enters the Indian Federation or the Indian constitution she must 
remain in it for ever, is likely to deprive the electorate in Burma of the 
free choice, which, it obviously was the intention of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, to give to the people of Burma. If a choice is to be given to 
the people of Burma to make a decision, it should be a free and unfettered 
choice. There should be no restrictions and no threats. As T say, Sir, 
T do not interpret the Prime Minister’s announcement to impose any 
threat or restricthni whatever, it is a general observation; but His Excellency 
Sir Charles Times has attempted to put an interpretation on it whicli goes 
much further than the words of the Prime Minister. This has caused an 
apprehension in Burma, and I am asking this House to help me to make 
it clear — as the Indian National Congress and then the Federation of the 
Indian Chambers of Commerce have already done — that it is for Burma to 


decide whether she want.s to separate from India or whetlier she w.ants 
to join the Indian Federation, if a Federation eiiKTges, or to remain a part 
of British India, if ultimately a British Indian constitution emerges, and 
further — and this is the most important point \vhich I want to urge before 
the House, — that if Burma decides to join the Indian Federation or the 
Indian ct>natitution, she shall be free to lea/e it when she chooses to do so. 
That and that alone would be a free choice given to Burma. (Hear, hear.) 


I have not the slightest idea as to what the attitude of the Government 
of India is; but I take it that they are detemiinod that Burina shall have 
a square deal and completely fair play on this question. And if that is 
their intention. I feel confident that the Government of India will have 
no difficulty in sup[>orting the proposition which T want the House to 
endorse, that Burma shall be at liberty to* leave the Federation or the. 
Indian constitution when she chooses to do so. T see, Sir. that my last 
remark has caused some amusement to my Honourable friend the official 
Member from Bengal. Perhaps when it is h;s turn to speak he will ex- 
plain exactly what amuses him. It is superfluous to state that if and when 
Burma leaves the Federation she shall be doing so on the necessary ad- 
justments, as there must be adjustments even now. The point really is 
this. Tp this House or the Government of India prepared to feme Burma 
to separate now if iti is Burma’s desire not to separate now butf to separate. 
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if it is found necessary to do so, 10, 20 or 30 years hence? That is really 
the issue in jv nutsJiell. If lUiniia says she does not want to separate now’', 
are we going to force her to separate now by this threat? It may turn 
out that Burma may not want to separate at all; but I do want Burma to 
have the right to secede or separate if and \vhen she chooses to do so; and 
she should not be subjected to this threat which has been imposed on 
her by His Excellency Sir Cliarles Innes, to which,, 1 do repeat, the Prime 
Minister was not a party. 

T am ver\ glad tliat my Honourable friend U Kyaw' Myint has arrived 
in Delhi just iii time to take part in this debate. He has taken a very 
keen part in the separation controversy in Burma during the past 1:^ 
months. He represents one school of political tliought in Burma, and he 
is looked upon as oiu* of the prominent leaders of that school of thought. 
He will tluaviore hi* in a mueh better position to tell the House what 
Bunuans^ feel and think about the constitution in general and this <piestion 
of the Governor s threat in ])articular. We have also our Honourable friend 
Mr. Tait in tliis House, \vh(» also will be giving his views about the joolitieal 
situation in Burma. Of course Mr. Tait will he labouring under thi? 
disadvantage that lie does not read the Burmese paper’s and does nc,t atttaid 
Burmese fxditic'al niet'tings: he is not in close touch wit!. BuriP(»se politi- 
cians. But mv Honourahle friend Mr. Tait has a buoyant temperament 
and an optimistic nature. (T.aughror.) Ho still may claim that ho knows 
move aboul tlie sentimi'nts of Bunnans than iny Honourable friend V 
Kvaw "Mvint. (T.augbter and cheers.) But w'hPii tliat claim is made. T- 
Kya^’ ^^vint wib deal with it. 

My object in m.akini: Mils motion is to r:iis<‘ this debate on Bnriiia 
and to «‘isk this Houx' and also t » nMpust the Governinoni (»f Indi.i t«i 
help Burma to have a eompletel\ free choiee .it the next idection, and 
to endorse this propt^it ir»n tliat if Ihirma decides to join the Indian 
Federation or th(‘ Biitish rndian i*onstitnf inn. whatever it may he. shr 
shall thereafter bo fit liberty to .secede or separate if and when she cIkhki^s 
to do so. f Applause.) 

Mr. John Tait (Ihimia: Eun»f)eaii) : Sir, coming from a very dis- 
tingii'slitvl Bairi.stor. tli * interpnd.'it ion which inv Honourahle friend Afr. 
Munslii places on the words of the Prime Minister is almost an nn 
explainable one. The onlv ititerpi'cf ation wliieh enn be placed on the 
words of the TVime Minister is r-xactiy what tho.sc* words sav. Thev sa\ 
in rdear language that if Burma decides to enter the Federation she 
must renjafii witliin the Federatkai. There can he no question as t* 
what the Prime Minister me.ant by that. He said exactly what he mean! 
arul his words meant exaetU wli.at he said. 

Tlie theme of my Honourable friend’s speceh is not whether Bnnn.a 
should separate from India or slionld remain as part of Federal India. 
What li- w, a fits now is that Burma should be allowed to join the Fndi.'Ui 
FedemtvMi and at the same time have the right, whenever she derides 
to exercifo that right, of seceding from the Federation. The question as 
to whetlier Burma is or is not to have a free vote is another niaPr^* 
Mr. Miinshi dors nof partreulnrlv want merely a free vote. Whnt b*"' 
wants is some other thing on which Burma can vote. Burma it* qnit^ 
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definitely going to have a free vote, either for separation or for remaining 
permanently within the Federation. What he wants is that Burma 
should be able to vote not on these two alternatives which have been 
offered to her, but on something quite different. So it is not a question 
of Burma not having a free vote, but that Burma should have something 
else on which to vote. 

Now, whfit strikes me and what must also strike Honourable Members 
of this House is that this is the first occasion on which this point has 
been raised, as to whether Burimv should be free to join the Federation 
and later on leave it when she wants to do so. This is the first occasion 
on which that point has been raised. ( Mr. Jehangir K. Munahi: 
“Question.”) And if there was any substantial feeling in favour of that 
particular point, surely it would have been mentioned at least at the 
Burma Bound Table Conference in T^ondon before the Prime Minister 
made the remark or it would have been mentioned in the Burma Legis- 
lative (Council. The session of the Burma Legislative Council has just 
terminated, and there unquestionably are quite a few in that Council 
\n1io arc prepared to voice the views of the anti-separationists, and it is 
remarkable that not one member in that Council raised this particular 
point ; neither has it appeared in the Press. It may, I admit, have 
appeared in some of the vernacular r)apf rs. On that 1 cannot sa\ ont,* 
way <r the other; but I do contend that if it was of any material im- 
porlaiice whatsoever, it would have appeared in the moi'o widely read 
Press of the province. 

Now, what is to be the actual effect of this reservation should it be 
n^-Teed toV \o one, 1 think, who knows anything about Bun.na and "ho 
has had e.Nperieiicu in that |)rovince will deny that there unquestjor.aMy 
has been and still is a definite anti-Indian feeling amongst tiie liurmans. 
'i’lic trau'ic rvrnts nt May 1030 and subsequently are eloquent enough 
if proof was riMpiired that that ferling has not been s\d>merged and is 
read> t«> l)oil up again at any nuanent. 1 s\d)mil that there is notldni: 
in the view id’ most naisonahle nun. more certain to retard the develop- 
ment and the industrial progress of Burma than the perpetuation of tin’s 
disturbing and mosj. regrettable clash of racial feeling; and I submit 
further tliat this is exactl\ what such reservation would bo likely to 
effc'ct. It will preserve an atmosphere ot discontent against what is 

called *he peacefid penetration Tmlians into l^urma : partiess of ir»i‘<-or- 
cilahlcs will come into existenee distracting the .attention of the noopl* 
and th(* country at large from the main consideration of the working of 
th(* constitutional progress of Burma and nil that Burma stands for. We 
Knropoans in Burma haw nevm* taken sides on this question of separation. 
Cn the facts as we now see them, it is our opinion that it will he in 
Ihe interests of Burnui. if she does deeidt' to separate: hut we now and 
always have said that it must be left for the B\n*mans and Biirmans 
alone to deeide whether or not they will separate from India or will 
»*ernnin ns a constituent part of Federal India. But. and this is verv 
hig but. we are definitolv not prepared to support the plea now p\it 
forward by my TTonourable friend. Mr. Mnnshi. for we are definitelv of 
the opinion that it is not in Burma's interests to per]'»otuat^ a foelincr 
ef uncertainty as to Brnmia’s future. Let Burma decide now oni' wav 
or the otlier. — to separate or remain within India; hut above all. lot 
decide, finally. 
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And what is Federal India going to have to say about this suggestion? 
A federal scheme with all its ramifications must provide for an India 
which will include Bumia ‘and that same scheme of federation will un». 
•questionably not suit an India without Burma; and is India going to put 
herself in a position when she forms her new constitution that at some 
uncertain date entirely outside her own control, one constituent member 
should be allowed to secede and upset all the arrangements and all the 
scheme? Surely in a Federation, representation of which in the Central 
Oovernment is worked down to the basis of single seats, the question 
whether or not Burma will continue to send representatives to the central 
Legislature must have tlie effect of upsetting the balance of representation 
between the various comniiinities. It is not certain at all with the passing 
of years on what side the weight of the Burmese representation will be 
thrown: will it be on the side of the Muslims or on the side of the Hindus? 
It all depends what kind of representative comes forward; and if Mr. 
Munshi comes as representintivc of Burma, would he vote with the 
Muslims or with the Hindus? 

That is all I have to say; but I do say on the facts it is a most extra- 
ordinary position that Mr. Munshi should come here and raise this new 
issue which so far as the whole world knows, nobody else has asked for 
^md nobody wants. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Commerce): 

Sir, in order to understand the implications of the issue placed 
^ before the House by mv Honourable friend, Mr. Munshi, it is 

necessary to dip into the history of this question. As a somewhat active 
member of the Burma Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference, 
I think I am in a position to tell the House something a.bout the matter. 
When the question was first raised before the ))lcnarv session of the Round 
Table Conference, a decision was reached in, I think, less tlian three- 
quarters of an liour’s discussion, and it took most people by surprise. 
I aru not going to deny that it was due to the ineiiibcrs not being suffi- 
ciently wide aw'ake with regard to the issues before the plenary (Confer- 
ence. Before they realised exactly wliat was happening, the Prime 
Minister declared that a Committee would be appointed, and tliat the 
question of separation w'Oiild be regarded as settled. T remernl)cr one or 
two of my friends on the Round Table Conference? inquiring when this 
announcement w\as made wliether it w’as possible in the (’omniittec to 
raise the question of separation, and the Prime Minister said, “No”. It 
was not possible in view of the fact that most members were not prepared 
to fight the issue out at tliat stage for anybody to say anything on fh<^ 
spot, and the fight was transferred to the Burma Committee of the 
Conference. At the very first meeting of tho Committee, I raised lb® 
question of separation. T pointed out how the decision had been i*ushcd 
through, and I wanted to know^ whether it w^as open to any member of 
tho Comm if toe to reopen the issue in the Commitfee. The Cdiairmnn of 
the rom:'nitf»‘e, tho Into lamented Earl Russell, ruled that the question 
could not he raised in the Committee because the Committee w’as only 
asked to Icfinc the terms upon which seyiaration should he effected ; hut 
he gave the C<')nimitteo very clearly to understand, in view of the stremioiis 
opposition of .*,ome of us, that it w’ould be open to me or to any othf^^ 
member of the Committee to raise that question again in the plenary 
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session. Thereafter we proceeded to discuss the general principles upon 
which separation should be effected and we put up a report which cauie 
up in due* time before the Hound Tn.hle Conference. There, my friend, 
Mr. Sliiva Kao, and myself, led the aitack. We pointed out what the 
implications of the whole business were, and we secured sucli support 
from most of the memlbers of tlie Confercfnce that the Prime Minister at the 
end was compelled to say that an op]K>rlunity would be given t-o ihe Con- 
ference in re(!onsider the question hefore the separation of Hurina was 
an accomplished fact. 

The next thing in this litth* drama was an announcement on *he floor 
of ihe House ^uf Comirujiis idler si few wia-ks by the Secret siry of State 
i>r the Prime Minister — I forget by whom ex.iclly — slsiiing that it had been 
decided tlisit Burma should l>e sepsirsit(‘d, smd that a sepjirale Conference 
would be held in order to consider the terms on which it wcjuld be possible 
to t‘ffect thiit sepanition. 1 may sfiy in jiassing, Sir, that our strenuous 
oiiposition tc» stampeding Burnu* into a l.ast\ decision was not exactly 
relished, iuul I remember the gibe which the Chiiirman of the I'oiumiltee, 
Earl Hussell. tiling at me when he said thnh I appciired to be feeling more 
for Burma than the Burmans themselves, and I retorted that 1 felt as 
much for Burnui ns His Lordship himself. To proceed with my iirgunient, 
wo iire not considering this question from the point of view of Indian 
interests. We who claim the right to self-determination must recognise 
tin* right of Burma also to self-determination. All that we say is that 
if the issue is put fairly and squarely before Ihirmn, and if Burma decides 
to separate, and if the terms upon which she is going to separate are 
midually aeecptable, then it is Burma's business and not ours, and we 
wish them joy of their new constitution. That is the position which we 
luivt' all along taken. It is a question entirely for Burma to detdde. and 
the only thing on which we in India demand an effective voice is tht* terms 
upon wliicli sejiaration should he effected, what financial adjusunents are 
lo la* made, how the various communities are going to he treated under 
the new constitution and various other questions of a like character. 

->ir, the reason of my little incursion into the hislon of this question 
!< this.-— 1 want to put it very bluntly hi‘fort' the House. — that tlic ti\ sh 
1« rm which is now being snughl to be ini]><»sed u| on Burma i< pari of the 
whole game of foreing Bunna to separate. 1 do not know why tho 
Ihirmans should be told at this stage that they have to make an irrevo- 
I al)le ehoica*. If after oO years of eonneelion with India it c‘an lit* in the 
mouth of Burmans ti> <*l;nm separation, why cannot IBinna after oO or 5 
<»r years I'xistenei* in the Fedc r.ation, elaini separation fn ni the 
Federal ion? ^fv point is that in asking the Bumians to make an invvo- 
cahle choice lu re and now they are being forced to decide in favour ot ‘Repara- 
tion and it is not a free elioiee which Burma has got before her. That is 
tla* whole p<iint of the motion hefore the House. 

Xow, Sir, it IS quite true that Bunna cannot come into the Federation 
and get out of it. as and when she likes. After all, there will be various 
otlier units in the Federation who will want to have a say in the matter, 
just ns at the present moment there is the British (.Toveminent, the Gov- 
ernment and people of India and the Government and people of Burma. 
Therefore. Sir, my submission is that Burma cannot claim that she can 
enter and get out of the Federation at her sweet will. If, however, after 
f few years’ experioneo, Burma can put up a ease before the Federation 
for separation, and if she satisfies the other units of the Federation that 

o2 
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she is prepared to shoulder all the responsibilities and agree to all the fi 
justinents which are necessary before she is allowed to separate, if Burr 
can do all these things, then* 1 cannot imagine the Federation holding o 
against such a claim. 1 would like to give this House the parallel of t 
Irish Free State. For centuries Ireland was a part of the Empire, a: 
by mutual consent, not by revolution, though revolution may have led 
to it, but in the last stages by imitual agreement between the represent ativ 
of Great Britain and the representatives of the people of Ireland, the Iri 
Free State was created. Well, if the Irish Free State was able to csta 
lish its claim to a separate existence, why should it not be p.ossiblc for. . 

Hr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : It is within the Knipire. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: I "he Irisli Free State is for all practical purposes 
J will iKit sav that it is not technically a part of the Jiritis 
Empire, but it is ]UMctically indepeiuloiU ; the very words “Irish Fn 
State” proclaim it. Let not m\ friend Mr. Arthur Moore forget what tl 
new President has told the world only a day a*^o as to the oath of alle” 
ance and various other matters. I do not want to push the parallel furthe 
I onlv say this, that if it is possible for Ireland In t\stablisii a casi* fc 
separate existence, then I say it is equally possible for lUirma at a late 
stage to establish a case for si‘parato existence it* slu* can satisfy the otlu 
units of the Federation that she is entitled to it and that she is prepare 
to shoulder her fair share ot the burdens which the Federation has ineurre 
on account of all units of tlu* Federation. And just as by mutual eonsi*n 
on terms honourable alike to (ireat Britain and to tlu? Irish Free State*, 
new State was created, so it may be at a distant date Burma may set up 
claim, and liy mutual consent get out of the Fedi‘ration. I have no fea 
however that Burma will make that demand, l)ecause if India is to he 
responsible equal member of the British Fommonwt*alth, as slu* is boniv 
to be. if not today, at least in the ni'Xt few years, and if she attains to thi 
full stature of hei oi)port\mities, it is possible that Burma may find tlia 
it is a far more honourable existence to be a unit of that Federation thai 
to break away from that Federation and set up an independent (lovern 
ment. That, Sir. will assuredly happen, and. therefore, in ordn* th:i 
the decision of this tjuestiou may be .arrived at in an nnprejudici'd and di- 
nassioiiate atmo.spherc, I want that no oonditions f»f :inv sort or kiii'i 
should be imposed u])on tlu* Biirmaiis which would drive th(*iii to give a 
decision which they otherwise would not. In otlior words, let Burma liavo 
a free choice, an absolutely unfettered choice in tlu* matter; let not an> 
threat be lu»]d out to her. If she wants to get out at any time, she can 
set up a claim to do so. Wiio is to say that she should not get out.’ 
What is the position of the British fiovornmt'nt ? Wlien the Ferh‘ra(ion 
comes into existeneo, will it lie with the Britisli Government to s.av “Yon 
can get out or you cannot get out'*. Tt will be for the Federation 
decide the i.s.sue, and therefore T refuse to recognise the loruH fifandl of 
the Briti.sh Government in the matter. Otherwise, it would mean that 
the Briti>h Government wore going to rleeide the future of Burma tor nil 
time. That is not the correet position. The position of Hurma will hv 
decided 1)V the Federation, and by Bunnn ns a eoinponent part of tlmt 
Federation. For all these reasons, I am strongly in favour of the mol ion 
Much ha^-* bc'ti placM before the House bv mv Honourable fricUfl 
Mr. Munshi. I onlv wish that the representative of Burma, Mr. Kynv\' 
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Myint, will make it clear that Burma is not going to claim that she can 
.get in and get out of the Federation as and when she likes, that she will 
be prepared to satisfy the future Federation, if. at any time there is a 
compelling desire in Burma to separate, that there are valid groOlids fof 
separation, cultural or any other, and that the separation would be in the 
interests of both Burma and the Federation, — I want my friend to make 
that (dear, so that there may be no misconception in the mind of any 
Honourable Member of this House, or the xmblic at large, which, I think, 
awaits with anxiety the decision of this issue. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaralu (Ganjam mm Yizagapatam : Non-Muhammadan 
liiiral) : Sir, at the very outset I would like to ask whether Burma is 
going to be separated from India or whether it is going to be separated 
from England, because throughout the whblo discussion this (juestion of 
separation has been creeping upon us, and we who make the other half 
are not properly consulted in the matter. Sir, I come from Madras, and 
trom tlierc large sums of money have been invested in Burma, and many 
of our peoph' have settled in Ihirnia and thus made iiujdern Burma and 1 
<*onsidcr that W(‘ should have a vital say in the matter of the separation of 
Hurma. 1 do not for a iiuanent like to say that we. who are‘ wed<led 
to th<' principle of self-determination, are not propan‘d to errant the same 
prineiph; of self-dehainiuation to Burma. T am not going to say that. 
On the otlu'r hand, wo wish Bun\ia all joy in its desire 1o determine its 
future for itself. But, befon? it does, we slionld also like to know what 
are the feelings of those people in this country in the matter, wludher 
tli(‘v would he consulted and whether their interests would l>e properly 
^afeguanled. "Flie^c' an* things that wo <»annot prssihlv. even in our 
iiithusiasm for Burma's fulun*, ignr)re. llegarding Burma. I Wiaiki like 
to say this, that, so far as Burma is concerned, she is culturally as well 
as racially difftwent fr«.)m us. and the union of Burma was forced upon iis. 
.\V<* nevir wanted Buniia to l>e mixed up with India. Against tlie united 
Voice of the Indian National Congress and against the wishes ot tlie people, 
the wars against Burma wi-ro undertaken, and Burma was foreinl to laiter 
'llie Indian kanpin*. W'e never wrtnled her. Large, sums i)i himiu n have 
bi eii spent on Jbinna, and that against our wishes. S;ill. j]) onr de^in* for 
freedom we do not stand in the way of the wish of otlu*r peoph* to secure 
their fiveilom. If we ask thai snim* security or sonii- guarani t slu’mld tie 
given for tlu' v.ast interests that we havt* in that country, liowovor hard 
it may be tliat wi* slionld ask another people to pa\ the prii-e of their 
slavery, we could not possibly consent that the material interests that we 
have then' sIkuiIJ not Ix' taki'Ti into proper considt'ration aixl duly safe- 
guarded. As n'gards tlu* question of federation, at the tina- In n Burma 
wanted separation, the erv of JIurma for Bunnans was a legitimate cry 
which not only was heanl in Burma, h\it iti other provincis; (^f British 
India also. I know hn- a fact that the Andhras of our own parts wanted 
Andhra for Andhras, I know for a fact that Mysore wanted iivsore for 
Mysoreans. . . . (Mr, B. Das: ‘*And Orissa for Oriyas.'') . . . and Orissa 
for Oriya.s, as my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das is alwayj^ anxious about 
his province. (Mr, H. P. Modtj: “Orissa for Mr. Das.") (Laughter.) 
therefore, it is a very natural desire on the part of Burma to secure tho 
promotion of their own individual expansion and progress, and wo do not 
stand in the way of her unfettered growth. But, Sir, the question of 
federation came in a little later after the cry of Burma for Burmans. In 
considering the question of federation, we have to consider two things. 
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One is the questiDn of tin* federation of British Indian provinces, and the 
other is the question of federation where not only British India is concerned 
but also the Indian States. If Burma desires that in the federation she 
should occupy the position of an Indian State viH-a-vi» the federation, 
there is still room for her in that federation, '^rhere are certain common 
interests wliieh would prudentiv show to Burma that it would be iu her 
interests perhaps if she eoutinut*d to he part of tin* federation. For in- 
stance, tluM’f is the question ol common defence, common trade, and 
political co-operation wliic h is needed hefore Burma can leail a successful 
and prosperous life. All these <‘on.siderations must prudently dictate to 
Burma that it is in her own interests that she should bo a part of British 
India, but whatever that be. our politicians and statesmen have already 
accorded to her that self-determination whicli they themselves want. As 
regards the Premier’s statement, “once in a federation always m a federa- 
tion”, I would like to sa\ this. Even in this question we have to take 
into consideration two aspects. One i.s tlie question of the geographical 
unity of India. So far as the geographical unity of India is concerned, I 
for one would think that there could bo no choici' for any province within 
that geographical unity of India to gay that she could come in or gf> out 
of the lederation as slie liked, or else the federation would be. unreal. But 
so far as other provinces, like Buniia and the Islands, are <*onccrned, tIio\ 
are not exactly within the geographical unit, but tlu'v form part of the 
Greater India if I may say so and T for one — it is mv own personal 
opinion — see no reason, when they are asked to join, and if they do. whv 
they sliould not have the same liberty of getting out of it if tltey w.ant, 
provided hy their separation they do not inconveniently handicap Briti'^h 
India in the scheme of constitutional growth. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: T think, so far as we on this side of the House 
are concerned, we do not wish to jdace any consideration hefore our fellow 
Bunneso subjects except one, and that is that if the Biimians wish to 
separate, they arc free to do so; if they wish to remain joint, they an 
equally free to remain joint, — that wo on this side are not prepared to 
set any fetters iij)on their discretion, and that I sul)mit is all that is exer- 
cising the minds of our friends from across the seas. In this connection. 
Honourable Members will observe that the Bound Tabh* ('onference is, at 
the present moment, thinking of several federating units including the 
Indian Princes, the Indian State's. When tlu* deliberations of tlu* Bniiial 
Table Conference contemplated the union of British India with the Indian 
States, did anybody make any eondition witli the Indian Wales iliat, “If 
you wish to come into thc^ fcdcratiou, you will niwer be free to get out 
of it ? If that con<litif>n was not ?ii.ide with the Indian Stat(‘s wliicli 
arc at the pi-esent moment not a part of British India, T wisli to ask w]i> 
this condition should be taken a^^ superimposed in the ease of Biiriui. 
which is already an Indian province, and has been so sinec IRftO. That I 
think makes us suspect that the condition is iniidc so as to produce a 
mentality n the minds of the Bimnans of now or never. That 1 submit 
is not on»‘ of the conditions w'hi<‘h is laid down as .a condition precedent 
any prinnph of federation in the known federated constitutions of 
world. It i.s l'k<' telling a fair lady from Bunna, “I am ^nepared to uniti* 
wdfh you, but there shall Ijc? no divorce, under any condition, under any 
circumstances . That T submit Is a condition w'hich I think no fair 
minded man or wornar r an accept. (Tjaughter.) T therefore submit tlmt 
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when wo discuss this question of federation, let us not obscure the issue 
by referring to any vested interests either of India or of other communities 
in that country. T know my friend Mr. Tait’s views. He says that he 
as a representative of the Europeans in Burma has no sides, but 
nevertheless as a friendly adviser along with the other European 
merchants in Tlangoon and elsewhere, and looking at the ({uestion from 
a purely non-commercial and detached point of view, ho and they would 
counsel their Burmese friends to go in plump for separation now. That 
is th(*ir disinterested advice, but I arn quite sun* that my Buniiese friends 
would not walk into the European parlour becausi* they know with what 
object that invitation is made. 

Mr. John Tail: On a point of explanation, Sir. may T interject? It 
has just (K*curred to me? that the Honourable Member who of course has 
had personal experience of the position in Burma, made a remark in a 
debate in this House on this question of separation. He said this : 

“ It tniiflt bo said to the <T<*dit of tlio Briti.**!, merrhants in Banpoc n that ti c y inore 
not asking for .separation because it would servothe interests of the Briti.*^!, n'crcantile 
community.” 

These arc‘ the Honourable gentleman's words. 

Sir Hari Bing^ €k)ur: Well, Sir. I have still to learn that that is a 
personal ex[)Ianation, What I am now trying to impress upon the House 
and upon our Burmese fedlow subjects as the considered opinion of the 
elect chI Members of this House is that we on this side of the House are 
not in favour of fettering your free judgment. If you wish to separate, 
you are welconn* to do so, but if you wish to remain joint you are c^qually 
welcome. Von are already joint with ns. and when your judgment is 
being influenced by vested interests and interested parties that there is a 
cultural and racial disaflinity between yourself and the people of India, 
they overlook tin* grand fact that Burma has been a sister province of 
India and considered as a religious and cultural part of India long before 
flu* birth of the British dominion in the East, and whatever may be the 
difference visible and apparent between the Burmese and the Indians, there 
is. at any rati», that innate alHnity betwt'en the two races which time cannot 
dc*str(iy and which time will strengthen. Indians fi‘cl that the Burmese* 
should gt't a fair deal and their judgment no more? than the judgment of 
tlu* otlier Indian States which have bi'en invited to join the Indian federa- 
tion shouM n<^t be in any way fettered by the condition being placed — that 
if you come in now yon will never be able to gel out. Sir. it has never 
been said by those wh*> liavo laid down this condition that if \on wish to 
get out. yon get out, and if yon wish to come in yon will be equally wel- 
come to come in. subject to the same conditions regarding inntual adjust- 
fnu*iits. The fact that the condition is oni'-sided makes me somewhat 
suspicious of that condition. The Prime Minister's statement is a per- 
fectly plain and straightforward statement. He said no more than what 
is the fundamental principle of all federated constitutions, namely, that 
the federating units eannot by their own will decide that they will get out 
of the federating union. Such a union is a contract and it holds good till 
the two contracting parties choose to dissolve it. That being the case, 
We need not go beyond what is the accepted canon of constitutional law, 
®nd I do not think my Burmese friends need have the least apprehonsiooi 
^hat if they arc once tethered to the central pole of India, their escape to 
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a free and independent life Avill hereafter be impossible. Sir, the very fact 
that India is to have a federal eonstitution, the very fact that the federal 
constitution means and implies that the Federal Assembly will bo the 
spokesman and voice of the federatinj^ union, that alone should be a suffi- 
cient guarantee to all who join the federating union that the question of 
their remaining joint and remaining separate will be a. matter 
of a family conclave in which all the federating units will have a 
potential voire. It is not a matter which can be decided by a unilateral 
action. That being the position, I do not think anybody is justified in 
laying any emphasis upon the condition upon wliich jointness will ho 
accepted or separation granted. I therefore think that Mr. Miinshi has 
done a public service to the land of his adoption in coming before this 
House to ask us as to wha( we think on this momentous question which 
is exercising Burma, and which naturally is dividing Bunna into two 
sharply antagonistic camps. I am glad that wc have Maung Kyaw Myint 
amongst us. He is the spokesman of a large section of Burmese opinion. 
His voice would be the voice of one who si>eaks from inner knowledgi* of 
his people, and wlio will expre.^s what is the underlying spirit whicli works 
ihe ])eof)le of Burma in tliis connection. We should be all very glad indt'ed 
tr:) hear hhii, and whatever he may say. let him, at any ratt\ l arry with 
him this assurance from the elected Members of this House, that so far as 
we are cont'orned, our good wishes follow him to his home and to his fellow 
countrymen, and if they decide to remain with us, we and they will 
shoulder the joint responsibility of whatever eonstitution may be given to 
them and us. 

Sir Abdur Rahim fCaleutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): Mr. 
President, on this side of the* Houst» there is no disagreement o)i ih.‘ ques- 
tion that has been raised by my Honourable friend Mr. Munshi. On a 
previous occasion when the (piestion of separation of Ihirma uas dehalcl 
heie, v.e made uiir posit i<ai t etfectly clear — that we are willing to aff'»rd 
ro Burma the opportunity of making a free choice. ihat is r«> remain (w.n- 
>n* 't<^d v.'!th India nr 1o sepand'* from us if that seiw* s lu^r Inttn-esi 
We have not changed our i-osition in that rc'spect . hut the position Hiat 
has now arisen as stated i'V tlm Mover of this imdion, ix that a sort ..f 
clogr is sought to be put on thr choice of Bunna whieli has l)e«*n asK* «1 
to decide wlieOier she will separate from India now ra* nunain wi.h Inil » 
for ever. It s^ems to he a raihcr curiotK (*onditi(ai to lav deem the* if 
Burma chooses t<i remain in the F*deratiou, -;lii‘ must remain w tlii^ 
Federation for c\( r, oven if lier interests or t)ie int* n‘sts f>f thr n si of 
the federated units may at a future da.te napiire separation. That 
matter for the future. No r.n'\ not ov»n the Prime Slinister of luigland 
can ; -^ hat are the efrcuinstanees which are likely to arise in tin* ♦ntur' 
vcitK reference to the needs of India or Burma, and I do not see why lie 
should have gone r)ut of his way (o lay down a <*ondition like that, if tied, 
be the real meaning of what he said. I really doubt whether a statesman 
of his y)osition and world-wide fame \a>uld think oi laying down a hard 
and fast c ondition aa to what should he done, not at present bul with 
reference to what may or may not happen in the future. SSr, the j^osition 
has been very charly put by my friend, Mr. Mody. We say that if Burma 
chooses to remain with us as part of a Federation, then in that 
is welcome to do so; and if at any future date the condition of things 
changes and Bunna desires that she should separate, that it is 
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interest to separate from the rest of the federated units, then in that ease 
undoubtedly she will consult the other federal units and the other federal 
units will also have a say in the matter. Questions of adjustments and 
various other questions of that kind will arise, and undoubtedly both the 
parties will have to sit dowm and doeido under what circumstances and <ai 
what conditions there should be a readjustment of the federal units. That 
is a perfcadly fair y)roposition and I ani sure my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Kyaw Myint, who is hi‘re represent injr a very larf'e party in his own pro- 
vince of Burma, wdll aj^ree that that is a j)osition which is perfectly fair 
■to both sides, and if he accepts that position, there can be no dilhcuity 
in tlu^ matter at all. We wish to assure him that so far we are eon- 
cerned, W(*, do not like to ])ut down any condition which will in any W'ay 
interfere with the free exercise of thci o|»tion that has been given to Burma. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, it seems u me that Mr. Miinshi. in his 
endeavour to correct a mistake whieh he hidieves to have lie<*n niadt? by 
the (lovomor of Bunna, is in danger of leading the House to roinmit the 
r)pj)Osite mistake, and 1 was very iiuich reassured to hear the speeehes of 
tlu‘ Leader of the Nationalist I’arty and luy friend. Sir Abdur llahim. 
tile Leader of the Independent Party, on the ])oint, because 1 think they 
have both put the <*ase in the corre<‘t perspective. I agree with Sir Abdur 
liahim that it is not likely that Sir Charles Innes can he inter]*reted as 
having laid down a (‘ouditi(\n for Burma that if she comes in. she is 
always in. I have riaul the spe<‘ch, and it seemed to me that what he 
was doing was to put in other words what the l^rime Minister had said 
and wdiat Sir Hari Singh (iour has told us is the fact. Xow* .surely if you 
are fi<leratiiig, ii is right to eome into the Federation in a serious >pirit. 
'riiert* an‘ obvious arguments in favour of Ibimia laaning into 
I lie lA -deration. She lias a nail choiec' to makl^ There are argu- 
ments on both sides, Tf slu* elects to ecuue into the Federation, surely 
it ought to be. because s-be is eimviuced by the argimu-nts in favour of 
<l«iiiig so, and she should eiaue in w h<de-heaii:edly , willi i very intention 
of profiting by that lAaler.al ion and of being a loyal member of it. She 
elioiild not eome in light -lu*artedly with ilie idi*a «>f having a look at it 
before she goes out. Surely, when \ou are drawing up a fialeral constitu- 
tion. \()u ;ui* imieh iiKH'i' inti'n*sted in noii 'es markeil “Wa\ in'* than in 
notices marktal ‘*Wa\ out", and I think it would be a ver\ gnat mistake 
if b\ any division today we were to uiulo tlu‘ useful warning woiv-h has 
properly bemi issued, ami we were to <-reale the wnmg ’mta'c^'^i- -n that 
Liinna ean actually go out when she likes. I ilo m^t for a nioiueu: <uggt'^t 
tliat Miirnia <*oul(l lu-ver go out. 1 think tlie ]'n‘iitlou ]i;i< 1 e^ u. iiatecily 
stated, and I am (]uiti* sure the Members for Ibinna can h r! :'i; : v are 
all entirely agreed that if Jbinna chooses t<^ siav out. tinn. .-i'- every 
''piakiU' has said, we wisli her wcdl. and if Burma eonu< in. wi shall be 
glad to her. (Applaus«^) But I think it would bi* ver\ unfortunate 

if we were to set out to try and dangle bails in fnmt of the ilifferent mom- 
•nrs of a possible Federation, and to advertisv' that tlie principal bait is 
that they can get. out. I quite agree with mv Honourable, friend that 
there ought to be no distinction in this matter hetwi'en Burma and the 
^I’incea. I would go further and say there ought to be no distinetion 
hetw^cen Bunna and our present provinces, which we expect to become 
^’unstituent states, in the Federation. All units in the Federation come in 
tho same terms, and we hope that they will all come in with the 
’Intention of remaining in. If at any future date any member of the 
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Federation desires to go out, obviously that is a matter which has got to 
be adjusted between all llio members of the Federation. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, I am sorry I have to strike a diflEerent note to what 
some of the observers have said a few minutes ago. Sir, I stand by the 
Congress* Eesolutioii that was passed at Karachi. I also stand by the 
Besolution which the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry passed last year at Delhi and to which 1 was a party. I can 
assure my Bnrman frit*nds. Sir, here and alfo outside that they are at 
liberty to separate when tluw like : and if they are ill-advised by the 
Premier or by anybody under the threat of a loaded pistol that if they are 
not separated now, they cannot secede from India afterwards, they must 
know it that the unanimous voice of India, the voice of the Indian National 
Congresi*s and the voi(‘e of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry is that they can remain with us to raise us all up to the status 
of a Dominion Thereafter, as a special case, India will not stand in her 
way, however, if s*ho wishes to separate and secede from India afterwards. 

I would just read two lines of the Eesoliition of the Indian National 
Congress held at Karachi : 

“ This Confi:i*ess recognises the rights of the people of Burma to claim separation from 
India to establish an independent Burman State or to remain an autonomous partner in a 
free India with the right of separation at any time they may desire to exercise it.** 

T would also quote from the llesolution of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry that was passed in Delhi last year: 

“The Federation is of opinion that the question of the constitutional evolution of 
Burma should be loft to th<‘ decision of the people of Burma.** 

Later on it says : 

“The Federation therefore urges that full and proper facilitic^s shoiild be provided 
for the people of Burma to express their free and clear opinion on tins matter otherwise 
they will render it more difficult owing to rc*pres.sive laws now in force.*’ 

Sir, it is said by some interested parties — I do not know whether it is 
the (loverument of Burma or the European interests in Burma. — that om*i* 
the Burmese people come into th<‘ Indian Federation, they will never be 
allowed to separate from tis. The same exprcs*sion of view was expres'ii rl 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Arthur Moore just now when he said tli.d 
once Burma come*^ into tbe F'ederation there is no going back. I however 
entirely agree with the views and the speeches tliat wei’e delivered at the 
Karachi Congresn that we have no desire to keep down Bunna. We want 
self-determination tor ourselves and \\v want the same self-determination 
for Bunna. Vet do not want them to he de])rived of their existence 
and not to attain the full stature of Dominion status by b(‘ing separalefl 
now. T will ju>-t read a few lines from my f)wn spe^ech which T delivend 
at the Fefleration of the Indian Chambers of rommerce which sums ii|‘ 
my view on tin* subject : 

“ How'evor, on behalf of the Fefl«*ration, I want to make tliia assurance to the public’ 
of Burma ♦bat Indian.s will not .stand against the Burmese desire for separation. Pid tlic 
Indian*- wrudd ru^t like that Burma Hhoiihl he aepamted nn<i turned into a Crown Colonv 
of Englami, but that Burma should attain thesanio Dominion Htatim and, abovonll. wc nil 
Asiatics Want eventually an Asiatic Federation of all Asiatie nations. We would bbe 
that Burma shou’.^i remain alongsirie with Indio os our equal jiartner and work up to thnj 
high ideal of netions and if the Burmese people, in time, decide to secede, a** t 

learn they want t hi* right of «erp«isior from India after the attainment of Dominion Status* 
it is their lookout and not ours.’* 

I still hold that view. 
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XT Kyaw Myint (Burmo : Non-European) : Sir, a year ago in this House 
I moved successfully a motion which resulted ultimately, I flatter myself, 
in at least one portion of the Preniior’s statement. This tiin^ last year the 
question of separation \viX9* regarded practically as a closed question. We 
have now, thanks to the sympathy that was received in this House and to 
the sympathy of the Indian Government, achieved something tangible. We 
hav(^ hetai given a chance — Burma as a country and as a nation been 
given a cliance of deciding her own future. But my Honourable friend 
Mr. Munshi shares with me the fear that this threat that, if you enter the 
Federation, you are doomed for ever, and the spirit in which this threat is 
being uttered, are exercising to a great degree the minds of my people. I 
am particularly obliged for the s*]>ec?chos of various leaders of the National- 
ist and the Independent Parties and I amj really grateful for the speech 
delivered by my Honourable friend Mr. Arthur Moore. Sir, wo have 
come to the parting of the ways. 1 feel, as also Mr. Munshi apparently 
feels, that, on the one hand, no bait should he dangled in front of us, but, 
on the other hand, no threats s-hould be uttered. Leave us to choose for 
ourselves. That is all we ask for. The idea that, if you enter the Federa- 
tion you cannot leave it any time cannot appeal to educated persons; but 
it is an idea that frightens, at any rate for the time being, uneducated 
persons who will have a large f^hare in the actual election. I am glad that 
this df'hate has given various leaders in this House an opportunity of 
defining the attitude of this Hous^* and also augmenting the attitude that 
the Congress has set out in the Hesolution passed at Karachi last year. I 
am grateful to my Honourable friend Mr. Das for reminding the House of 
two Besolutiou}^, one passi'd hv tlio Karachi Congress and the other passed 
hy the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce. 

My Honourable friend ^Ir. Tait was pleased to say that this was the 
first occasion on which this particular point has been raised in public. I 
am sruTv to have to correct him. I was myself responsible for many 
.‘itateiiH-nts in public in Burma. They were made before Bunnes«o 
audiences and also in the Burmese Press. I repeat, 1 was myself respons- 
for many statements on this momentous subject. As s^xm as the Prime 
^^inister‘s statiMuent was published, we took grave, objeetion to the sentence 
that has been read out by Mr. ^l\inshi. Here, unwittingly probably, was 
a threat, hut we were prepared to take it. After all, it was a statement of 
a general cha?*aeter without any particular reference to Burma. Tlu* 
KMitonce speaks hn- itself. But this was followed within a fc‘w WfH'ks by a 
statement includi‘d in the speecdi of His Excellency Sir C'harles Innes. 
tiu* Governor of Burma. There wo certainly drew the line. Whereas the 
Prime Minister's version was a statement of a general nature, in the ^^peech 
of Sir Charlc»s limes we certainly thought that he was misinterpreting the 
Premier's stateiuent. That in why T am particularly gratidul to my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Arthur ^^oo^e for his eontrihution today’s del>ate. 

I would assure ni\ Honourable friend ^Ir. Tait and this House that 
this is not the first occasion that this point has been raised in public, 
although naturally it is the first time that it been raised in this House. 
Tlio Prime Minister’s f4tnteinent is only a few weeks old. Naturally also, 
this point was not raised at the Burma Bound Table Conference because 
nothing could follow the Prime Minister’s stateinc'iit which was indeed the 
^'nd of the (’onferonee. Equally naturally — and there I must disagree 
^itli my Honourable friend Mr. Tait — it was not raised in the Burma 
^^Ggialativo Council. That is a sepnrationist body — ^witness the various 
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Resolutions it has passed in favour of separation. We had a gentleman in 
the Burma Legislative Council who was an ardent anti-separationist until 
very recently. Sir, ;^ou may perhaps remember, and I think at least a 
portion of this House will remember, that I pointed out in my speech last 
year that the Burma Legislative Council was boycotted by the General 
Councils of Burmese Associations which undoubtedly represent the vast 
majority of the Burmese people. They will of course have to lift the 
boycott on the separation issue. So, naturally, tlic Burma Legislative 
(Council, as at present constituted, does not bother itself about anything 
except the ready acceptance of separation on the basis of the Prime 
Minister » statement. 

Sir, 1 want this House to be clear, and I will endeavour my best to 
make it clear, that tlu* issue now before Burma is not separation or federa- 
tion. That was the issue last year, but not this year. The present issue 
for the decision of the Burmese people is separation on the basis of the 
statement of the Prime Minister, and that, I do sray on the floor of this 
Houfc^, has been strongly and persistently opposed by the majority of the 
Burmese people. {An Honourable Member: “Have a Burmese Congress.*’) 
We have not yet formed a Burmese Congress, b\it the time will come when 
we shall have to form one. We have already had Ordinances and repressive 
measures which generally pave the way to some kind of solution of a 
nation’s problems. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Tait was pleased to refer to what ho termed 
a (Ictinite anti-Tndian feeling and he also referrtKl to the riots of May 1930. 
But I will ask the Honscj not only to inquin\ I)ut also to consider, what was 
the origin of those riots. The Indian labourers went- on striki^ and a 
European stevedoring firm tried to break the strike by using, as its instru- 
ments, tb(' Burmese labourers. That was the cause of the riot^*. I’hafc 
definite anti-Indian feeling, which was certainly definite during the riots 
in Rangoon, did last for two days, but it no lfmgt*r exists. 

Our ]'Or^ition in Burma — by our position I mean the ])Osition of those, 
who have lieen y)t"rsistentlv opposing separation — is stronger today, vastly 
stronger tr)day than it was last year. Last year all that we could say was 
on surmist? — that, if we .separated, these things might happen, and if we 
did not separate, other thirifrs inifj'ht happe?i. But now we have. 
evidence — fkxliibjt A, if you will pardon legal phraseology, for the prosec'U- 
tion — if we separate, \\<? are to get a constitution within the four corners 
of the Premiers statement; and that is certainly a which even the 

people who were clamouring for separation do not like. The constitution 
that is now being offered is a. travesty of a constitution and is entirely 
unacceptable. 

An Honourable Member: What about the Indian constitution? 

XJ Kya>y Myint: That is the concern of the Indians. We are worried 
about Burma at the present moment. Everybody in Burma is agreed that 
the constitution offered in conjunction with separation is unacceptable, but 
the people who are willing to accept separation think that this constitution 
might lead to something better. We, that is, we who oppose separation, 
do not think in the same njjanner. That is the difference. But I must 
remind the House that the issue now before the Burmese people is this : 
we are called upon to separate from India on the basis of the constitution 
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offered in the Premier’s statement, and we do not want to accept that 
constitution. The cause of the fear» of my Honourable friend Mr. Munshi 
is that wd do not want our judgment to be clogged, and we do not want to 
be coerced by any threat. 13 y threat I mean the one that Sir Charles Innes 
uttered in the course of his speech in the Burma Legislative Council, the 
threat that, if we are to enter the Federation, \vc shall have to remain 
there for ever. 

An Honourable Member : Disregard the threat. 

TJ Kyaw Myint: Yes, I think that advice is very sound advice, which 
will be adopted in due course. One other threat, which is a favourite 
threat, is that of racial extermination. But we have learnt to disregard 
that threat, hecause racial purity, if we may accept the statements of 
scientists, is a inytli. 

The statcmc'iit of rny Honourable frif‘nd Mr. Tait that Europeans have 
never taken siden has been met hy other Honourable AIi*mhers. Mr. Tait 
fears that if Burma now enters the Federation and goes out later on. she 
might upset all the arrangements. But mv Honourable friend, the Leader 
of the Nationalist Party, has pointed out that this proposed Indian Federa- 
tion is a Federation that is unique in the world’s history. The Fed(*ration. 
as my Honourable friend Sir Huri Singh Gouv pointed out. consists of 
scviTal kinds of \mits. All that Burma ask?* for is freedom of choice without 
any threats boiiig* uttered at this stage. She asks> that she may be treated as 
a peculiar kind of unit, if such terms can he meted out to her. The Indian 
National (’ongress has given Burma the right to secede from the Federa- 
tion without disclosing any reason. Even if s»uch a concession should be 
granteil to Bunna by the Indian Federation, I can assure my Honourable 
friends that wo .shall not exercise the right to secede without pondering over 
the consequonet's, and in our deliberations we shall have the assistance of 
our Indian hivthren. No unit can afford to leave any kind of Federation 
without assigning any roason. That, Sir, is the Burmese attitude. Bunna 
wants to he hound to the other units of the Indian Federation hv a silken 
cord and not by lieavv chains. (Applaus#e.) 

An Honourable Member: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President: I'ln* question is that the question he now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

• 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, llu* spvcvh to uhich I listened 
4 p.M. with the greatest interest today was the speech of the Leader 
of the Nationalist Party, and for this reason, that it became 
evident f'arly in his s])eech that liis zeiil hn* social reform carried him .so 
far that even to contemplate a political alliance without the possihilitv ol 
a divorce was almost more tlian he could hear. I had hoped that perhaps 
he would have developed that aspect of the subject, hut he passed from 
it very earlv and I was a little disappointed. Now. Sir. my Honourable 
friend Mr. Munshi in his opening speech put. his case somewliat ingenuoiis.lv. 
Ho road to us the statement of the Prime Minister — *‘Tn this conne(dion 
it should be remembered that if an Indian Federation is established, it 
cannot be on the basis that Members can leave it ns and when thev 
clioose”. Then, he wont on to say that the interpretation he would ask 
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the House to place on those words was that Eurnia was to be free to leave 
the Federation if wnd when she wished to do so. 1 think that is an 
ingenuous way of putting it, for it is very dilhciilt to ])ut that construc- 
tion upon the words, and 1 do not think any subsequent speakta* has 
supported that j»articular line of argument. ?dy Honourable friend Mr. 
Modv, for example, made it quite plain as soon he rose, tliat he, at any 
rale, realised that when a Federation was (Jiice formed, it could not be 
broken up without some kind of mutual consent of the (*omponi*nt parts. 
The last speaker, also, made a quite clear tliat he too fully appreciated 
that point. But what I think the Honourable the Mover, Mr. Munshi, laid 
most str(‘ss on was this, that he saw .some differen(*e or distinction between 
what was. said bv tin* Prime Minister and what was said by His FiXcel- 
lency Sir Charles Innes. and he advanced the view that a .strained inter- 
pretation had been put upon the Prime Miitister’s words by the latter, and 
that something like a threat was being held over the heads of tiie i)er)])le 
of Burma. On that point. I eaiiuot for tnie moment agre(‘. 1 liavci read 
with the utmost can* every word of the s})e»'ches of His 1^'lxeellency Sir 
t'harles Innes di'livcred on tliese subjects and 1 can find m)thing in th(‘iu 
that d(q)arts from wliat clearly and obviously underlay the words of tin* 
Prime ^Minister. Tlie speeches are not tlu* speeehes of an advf^cate ; they 
are the speeches of a judge summing up a case for the jury, and putting 
l)eforc them to the host of his ability all relevant considerations. 

Xow, Sir, a great deal has been said uii the qiu‘s.tion, whether it is fair 
to imi)oso ui)on any country a coiiditii;n that emee she enters a union or 
iederati(ai it must be for all eternity, with no possibility of withdrawal. 1 
am not aware that anybody luis '^.-dd that* yet :ind thcn‘fon.* it is a sonu*- 
what hy[>othetica] (jiiestion. But at least tbi.s inueb may be said that 
when federations are formed, the teaching of history shows that either they 
tend very rapidly to break u[) or tliat if they once eoiisolidate, ilu* business 
of secession or separation is a very formidable, one indited. 1 do nut think 
the example choF^en by rny Honourable friend Mr. Mody was an altogether 
happy one if we remeinl)er the \ ears of misery and horror that priM-rdid 
the separation )>\ mutual consent between tlu* Frei? Slate of In land aial 
the rnited Kingdom. And when 1 reeal! the fact that a number of ili^ 
States who were original members of the American Union believed that llu 
right of secession was guarantei'd to tliem under the constitni ion, anr 
when I recall the civil war to whieli that belii*f led, it is obvious tlia: tin n 
.re very serious eonsiderai iceis to be* takiii into ace»)unt. An<i I was 

little surprised \> lien I den-eted, as I tlujiiglit I di<l, in soiiu- of tlii 
speeches on the other -Ifh* a. tendency to speak '«:nniewhat light -heMrt<*dl> 
on tlic (|Ue.stioii of what M*ee^<iou from a fediTation might mean. It 
iif-'t a thing to be liglitly undertalien and I should look lorward willi iii‘ 
vcr\ gravev.t aj>f)rehension to the future* <)f any Indian Federation, it 
appeared that the members were joining nnd(T any impression that 
deci.sion once taken eoidd be ncalled (oxecjit for overwhelmingly stroHn 
rea.vons, or that it would he- possible to arrange for a se])aration except 
after very full discus.sioii in which evi*rv member of the Federation would 
be interested. Now, Sir, the way I should be inclined to put it is tlii>^- 
it is on^* tiling to go into a federation on tlie basis that, if after a full 
trial the cond’tinns are found to be absf)lut<*ly intoleralile tlien perliups k.V 
mutua] coiisetd separation may la; possibk?. That is- one thing; and d 
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quite a different thing to enter the federation with the underlying thought 
that after all it will be quite easy to leave it as soon as it 
suits us. I think any sort of action of that kind — entrance into 
the Federation with the feeling that it doe&« not mean very much, and 
that it will bo possible to get away without nuioli dillieiilty. would be very 
dangerous to the future of the Federation itself and would l)e quite; un- 
worthy of any self-respecting country. L do not believe that the (doctors 
of Burma will proceed (ai tliat basis. As I have already said, 1 can find 
nothing in the speecdies of His Excdloncv Sir Charles Innes which de- 
parts fro)n what was said by the; Prime Minister or puts anything but a 
fair intcr])r(d ation on his w<jids. Nor c;ni I find in the speeches any sem- 
uiance of a threat or anything more than a d(‘finiU‘ desiiu; to state (tlearly 
fr.r the guidaiu'c of the electors l*ofore tlu*y came to a deeisiciii what the 
issue s weiv and how serious they were. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Sir. may I ask a question? Is what the IVime 
Mini'-ter luss sa.id to be interpret(*d as a condition as regards the choice 
iiial is given to the (dectors of Burma? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: ddn* (question 1 should like to ask is this. Is 
that condition general to all fedtnating units or special tq Burma? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It is not for me to give an autlior- 
itative interpretation of the Prime Alinister's words, but to speak of laying 
down cemditions, does not seem to me the natural language to ii^e about 
this point. , 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Sir. before I proceed to rc])ly, may 1 have 
one inquiry answcTc'd more definitely by the Honourable the TiOader of the 
House? Are the (loveriinxent of India anxious that Burma ?-liould have a 
free (dioiee and iinfett(‘ri‘d cliMdion over this issue or not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: His Majesty’s Governnunt have 
made their desirt! perfectly plain, and what 1 liave said in nqily to the 
Honourable the Mover is that I can find nothing in His Exi^ellency Sir 
Charles Inncs’ speecdies which would interfere with a free choice. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: I am obliged the Honourable the Leader of 
the House for making tin* jiosition of the Government of India (dear. I 
now Burma will taki; it <dearly from tlu' Gtjvcrnmcnl of India, that 
Mj far as the (Idvcrnnnmt of India iwv conci‘rncd, they arc anxious 

that Burma should liave a free and unfettered (dioice at llie taisiiing elec- 
tion in October m* Xovtunber. We have this further nu‘ssaLri‘ wliieh the 
Iwcadtu* of the House now gives t ; Burma on ladialf of the Govcnmu'nt 
of India, lliat the (iov(*rnment India will not la* a partN to any action 
anywdiere in Burma which would in any way unfairly or improperly fetter 
that free choice. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Why does tin* Hon('>nrable Member 
assume that th(*re is anv authorilv in Burma that is going to take unfair 
action? 

I 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: T did not usi* the word “authority’'. All 
that I said was that wc* felt justified in a message to the people 

of Burma from the Government of India that so far as they are con- 
cerned they will see that nothing will ])o done in Burma 
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The Honourable Sir George Bainy: Sir, I musit object to the Honour- 
able Member }>uttiu^' words in the iiioutli of the Government of India. 
We are ready to he jndi'cd by what is said from these Benches but not 
by what the Honourable Member chooses to say from his Bench. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Sir, I am pu/./.led by tliis last utterance of 
the Leader of the House. Is it the posilioii of the Government of India 
that the\ would approve of ILinua’s clioice being fettered in any way? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 have nothing to add to what I 
have already said. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: In view of the fact that no answer is forth- 
coming t(' this que&tion, my interpretation is tiie correct one, that the 
Government of India are a fair-minded (h)vernment and that they will 
not be a jiarty to any im]>roper fettering of Hiirma's free choice. 

As regards the interpretation placed by my Honourable friend, Sir 
George Bainv, on the passage appearing in His Excellency Sir Charles 
Innes* address, if that isi the coiTOct interpretation, then Burma should 
iuive no grievance, and I for one W’oiild like very much to accept that 
interpretiition. But whether Sir George Haiiiy’s interpndation is the 
correct one or the interpretation of myself and my Honourable friend, 
U Kyaw Myint, is the correct one, Burma has now' got this much to congra- 
tulate lierself upon, that the (lovernment of India have so far seen 
nothing either in the Prime Minister's announcement or in the Governor 
of Bunoa's address to- the Council to justifv ILirma in thinking that any 
restriction is imposed on her or that her choice is fettered in any way. 
So to that extent my ol)ject is served. 

Now. Sir, I have tried to make it clear, — I am sorry I have not suc- 
ceeded <o far as my Honourable friend Hir Gi'orge Bainy is concerned — 
that rnv object is not to censure the Governmcin (.f India. .Xfy only 
object is to have it made clear that TSurma should have a free and un- 
fettered C'hoice at the election. On this point the Government of India 
are in ('omplete agreement with me; on this point evt*rv section of the 
House and ( vi.ry J^peaker, excaq^t my Honourable friend, ^Ir. Tait, has 
been in agreement with me. So all that remains for me to do — it if? 
getting very late — is to deal briefly witli my Hononrahle friend, Mr. Tait. 

I think it was most unfortunate that Mr. Tait should have advanced 
as an argument against rny motion the fact tli.at there was a riot in 
Rangoon about tw’o years ago, and that in tin course of the riot, which 
lasted for two or three days, anti-Indian feiling was displayed. ]My 
friend, U Kyaw' Myint, has den It wdth it. Nol) 0 (lv can deny that there 
was anti-Indian feeling in Kangr»f)n during tlu)se two or three days. But 
what object has ^Ir. Tail served by raking np this unpleasant incident? 
Is Mr. Tait trying to suggest that the feeling of Burmans. is only anti- 
Indian and not anti-British? I would rather noi have referred to this at 
all, hut ^Mr. Tait has forced my hand. Mr. Tait is shaking Ids head as 
a protest against my remark. T w'ondcr if niy Honourable friend Mr. Tait 
believes that the rebellion which lasted in Burma for more than eight 
months, a rc'bellion directed to overthrow tlie British Government, 
a game — a little harmless game piayed hetwwn Burmans and their hrrilicr 
Britons. (Laughter and Cheers.) Since we hnvc been referred to anti- Indian 
feeling, I hope Mr. Tait will remember that the volume of feeling in Buwa 
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against the British element is more intense than the feeling against 
Indians now or at any time before; and in proof of that I am not merely 
pointing to a riot which started between two sets of labourers and continued 
for two or three days, but to a rebellion which lasted for about a 
year and cost the Government of India 27 lakhs of rupees — a rebellion 
directed against the British Crown and against the British race. I would 
not have brought this in, but my Honourable friend Mr. Tait has forced 
me to do so. j 

With regard to Mr. Tait’s claim that the European community in 
Burma has not taken any side or any part in the separation controversy, 

I have been amazed at this claim. There are two British owned and 
British edited journals in Burma, which in season and out of season for 
the past three years have been attacking the Government of India, not 
because they want to attack the Government of India as such, but because 
they want to show to the people of Burma that unless they remove 
themselves from the control and domination of the Government of India, 
thev can expect no justice or fair treatment from the Government of 
India 

Mr. John Tait: May I remind the Honourable gentleman. that what I 
said referred, as T specifically said, to the British mercantile community 
of Burma, not to the Press? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: May I inquire if the proprietors of the 
Rangoon Times and the Rangoon Gazette are not members of the Burma 
('linmhcr of Commerce? ^ 

Mr. John Tait: T submit that that has nothing to do with the question. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Mnnshi: Is it denied that they belong to the European 
mercantile community? The European mercantile community in Burma 
consists mainly of the Burma Chamber of Commerce, of which, so far as 
I am aware, the proprietors of these two papers are either members or 
eligible to be members; and Mr. Tait has not contradicted that. And is 
tliorc a further implication undorlving Mr. Tait’s remark that the European 
community in Burma has not taken part in this controversy, an implica- 
tion that the Indian community has? Ts that Mr. Tait s implication? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : Please go on 
with your observations. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Very well. Sir. So far as my object is con- 
cerned, it has been served by every section of £he House endorsing the view 
that no threat should ho hold out to Burma, and that Burma should have an 
unfettered choice ; and in particular I wish to express my keen appreciation 
nf the attitude taken up by my Honourable friend, Mr. Arthur Moore; I 
have no hesitation in assuring my Honourable friend Mr. Arthur Moore 
that the attitude \vhieh he has taken up to-day on behalf of the European 
Gmup in this House will go a long way to assuage public feeling in Burma 
^hich cannot possibly ho pleased with the attitude taken up by Mr. Tait. 
Under the cireum<ytaneos, my object having been seiwed, I do not wish to 
pursue the matter further, more particularly so as I have not the slightest 
<losire to censure the Government of India. T therefore ask for leave to 
withdraw the motion. (Applause.) 

The DQLotion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


0 
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Impfoper Interference by the Secretary of State in the Financial Affairs of 

India. 

Kr. N. N. Anklesaiia (Bombay Northern Divis«k>n : Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That the Demand under the head ‘ Executive Council ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 **. 

The other day, my friend Mr. Munshi gave us a tall story about two 
ping pong balls to be given to the Bengal detenus. T think if my Honour- 
able friend had drawn a little further on his imagination he would have 
been able to tell us something about the battle royal which was waged 
between the Finance Member of the (rovemment of India and the Finance 
Minister of the Government of Bengal and the Finance Minister of the 
Government of Burma, and the final decision on that contest of the Secre- 
tary of State for India. He would have told us that after my friend Mr. 
Arthur Moore had decided as to what exactly was the price of the two 
ping pong balls the question as required by the orders and instruction^ of 
the Secretary of State, arop<e as to who should pay the price of those balls : 
the Government of India or the Government of Bengal or the Government 
of Burma; and the whole question as required by the orders and instruc- 
tions of the Secretary of State was referred to the Secretary of Stat-e for 
India and he said, ‘‘Well, the Finance Member of the Government of India 
has been treating me with little courtesy, and this time I shall decide 
against him and it is the central Government who are to pay the price of 
the ping pong balls’’. It is possible that I have rather overdrawn the pictiirp 
of the absurd meticulousness with which the Secretarv of State interferes 
in matters purely Indian, But that he does do so will bo readilv apparent 
if I refer you to the report of the Acworth rommitteo and read to you a 
few instances of the absurdly meticulous interference of the Secretarv c- 
State for India in matters purely Indian. On page 48 of the report ii 
paragraph 126, the Acworth Committee say as follows : 

We have had an opportunity of pertwing the dpRpntrhop and the rnbfo n 

railway subjects exchanged between the India Office and the Oovcrniocnt of India i 
January 1920. They are numerous. They are voluminous and not a few of them nr 
concerned with quite petty details. We have found for instance despatches nddrcssp 
by the Secretary of State to the Viceroy in full official form dealing with matters sncl) a 
the fbllowing : 

‘ Defipsteh No. 7 of 19^0, sanctioning gratuity to a travelling inspector of accoiinfs f 
an amount proposed in the Government of India, Finance Department Despatch No. 44 
of 6th November 1919, 

Despatch No. 11 of 1920: reporting re-engagement of an engine driver as result f 
cortespohdonce ending with a cahiegram from the Government of India. 

l^spatch No. 2 of 1921 : Sanctioning payment of a pension of Ps. 100 pf 
month (say 602 per annum) to the widow of an engine driver killed in an neeident’.” 

These are some of the instances of the absurd meticulnusness of the inter 
ference of the Secretary of State for India in potty matters. Last sessioi 
we found to our very painful surprise the interference of the Secretary o 
State in matters purely Indian, of supreme importance to the interests o 
India I refer. Sir, to the interference of the Secretary of State for Indis 
in regard to the financial and currency position of India when England wen 
off the gold standard. Sir, the pronouncement of Mr. Montagu an<f 
other British politicians with regard to the constitutional future of 
were no doubt very largo and very liberal, but wKat does the Govemiuon 
of India Act! disclose? If you refer to that Act, you find that section 124 o 
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that Act gives a despotic power to the Secretary of State for India, in fact 
it provides, that anybody no matter who he is, whether he be the <3overnor 
Greneral or any other person holding office under the Crown in India who 
does not carry out the instructions of the Secretary of State for India 
commits a misdemeanour punishable w'ith fine, the ampunt of which is left 
indefinite and punishable by a term of imprisonment which may extend 
from iO months to 10 years or to an indefinite period. That is the position 
of the Cxovernment of India vis-a-vis the Secretary of State for India. The 
object of my motion is, therefore, to bring this peculiar position of our Gov- 
ernment to the notice of the British Cabinet so that the recommendation 
made by the Joint Select Committee may be given effect to in time. Sir, 

1 do not propose to enter at any great length into the constitutional ques- 
tions, because the time at my disposal is very limited. However, 1 would 
just like to read the statement of India's case as regards the relations of 
India vis-a-vis the Secretary of State for India at page 11 of the Joint 
Select Committee 8 lieport. I read those remarks, because I have come 
to feel that those remlarka have been greatly misunderstood till now. This 
is what is stated there : 

** The Committee have given their most careful consideration to the relations of the 
Secretary of State with the Government of India, and through it with the provincial gov- 
ernments. Ill the relations of the Secretary of State with tho Governor General in Council 
the Committee are not of opinion that any statutory change can be made so long as the 
Governor General remains responsible to Parliament, but in practice the conventions which 
now govern tho relations may wisely bo modified to meet fresh circumstances caused by the 

roation of a Legislative Assembly with an elected majority **. 
c 

I pause here to point out that the conventions here recommended are 
not confined to mere fiscal conventions. They embrace all relations of the 
Secretary of State with the (lovernment of India, and the generality and 
the extent of this recommendation is emphasised by the Select Committee 
by mjentioning tho special case of what is^ now known a9| the fiscal autonomy 
convention. They say : 

“This examination of the general proposition” — mark the w ord “ general ” — 
“leads inovitably to tho consideration of one special case of non-intervention. Nothing 
is more likely to endanger tho good relations between India and Great Britain than a I r.lic f 
that India’s fiscal policy is dictated from Whitehall in the interests of the trade of Great 
Britain. That such a belief exists at the present moment there can be no doubt. 
Thor© ought to be no room for it in tho future is equally clear”. 

By these words tho Joint Select l-ommittee cmphasitied the generality 
of their recommendation as regards the creation of conventions in all rela- 
tions between the Secretary of State and the (lovernment of India, and I 
say the attempt to restrict these words to the ereation of one solitaiw con- 
vention about the fiscal autonomy of India, I think, is not supported by 
those words in the Select (Committee’s Beport. Sir, the existence of far- 
reaching control of the Secretary of State for India on the finances! of 
India is a defect which very much detracts from the value 
of the reforms granted by the Act of 1919, because it is well 
known that a national Government which has no control over the national 
purse will be a national Government in name only. Now, what then is 
the remedy, it mjay be asked? How can you remove that defect from the 
financial system of India? The answer has been given by the Select Com- 
mittee themselves and also by your illustrious predecessor the Honourable 
Mr. Vithalbhai Patel. The remarks are reproduced in this book, “Deci- 
sions froxx\ the Chair”. At page 310, long extracts are given of the debate 
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which took place in connection with the fiscal autonomy convention, and 
towards the end Mr. Fatel says.: 

** I agree that real fiscal autonomy is possible even under the existing constitution '' 
that is at page 318 : 

** If the decision on fiscal measures is left to the vote of the non-ofiicial 'Members ant 
such decision is regarded as binding on the Executive : but this can be done by a conven 
tion and not by a ruling of the Chair.” 

I trust, Sir, that if the present motion evokes any sympathetic respon&c 
from the Government of India, we may all see our way to help it 
establishing such a convention as mentioned by Mr. Patel. But the mattei 
does not and cannot lie with the Government of India alone, by themselves 
they can do nothing. It is the Secretary of State whose help is primarily/ 
required in establishing the conventions. 

Sir, it may be said that the Bound Table Conference is sitting and that 
they would be able to settle this question once for all. In spite of the 
certificate which my Honourable friend Sir Henry Gidney gave to the 
delegates of the Bound Table Conference, I do with great respect to inv 
friends here venture to say that, so far as the Indian delegates are con- 
cerned, they have been bungling the affairs of India all through in tlu; 
Conference. My Honourable friend Dr. DeSou/.a talked of two monsters— 
the Minorities Pact and the Federation idea. T tliink my Honourable 
friend was a bit unjust to the Bound Table wtillahs with regard to the first 
monster. Sir Henry Gidney has authorised me to tell this House that In- 
is the real father of that monstrosflty and not the other delegates of the 
liound Table Conference. (Laughter.) 

t 

Mr. H. P. Mody: What can you expect from sueh a parentage? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: My Honourable friiuid Dr. DeSou/.a forgot lo 
mention the very long list of monstrosities whieli an* called “safeguards’* 
in the proposals of the Bound Table Conference. Sir, if tiim* permitted, I 
would have dilated on that topic, but it is enough for me to say that the 
bantering tone assumed hy riiy Honourable frieiul. Sir (’owasji flehaugir. 
while criticising my esteemed friend Sir Hari Singh Goiir s arguments, 
abaolutely misplaced as he would find if he wouhl only read the debates of 
the Bound Table Conference with impartiality and judgment. 

I shall conclude my remarks with recounting to the House what wns 
said during the French revolutionary period by a leader of tlu? popninr 
representatives in the National A.ssemhly of Fninci*. Tn 1788 the, rights 
and privileges of the popular representatives in the National Assembly 
having been invaded and trampled upon by tlie Nobility, one of the leadtTs 
of the popular representatives wrote a pamphh?t in which lie proposed tbre^? 
questions# and answered them himself. He askc?d, "What is the third 
estate, composed of the popular representatives ?“ (corresponding to thi? 
Honouraldc House). The answer was, “The third estate is ev(*rv<liiag" 
The second question he asked was, “How has the tliird (wtate been treated 
up till now?” The answ^er w’hh, “As nothing’*. The third question was, 
“What docs the third estate ask for?“. The answer was, “To be Rome- 
thing”. I would ask the Government of India and the Recretarv of Slaty 
these questions an regards this House. I ask, what is this Assembly? 
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This Assembly is everything. This Assembly is the parliament of India. 
(Ironical laughter from the Oppo»ition Benches.) How has this Assembly 
been treated up till now? As absolutely nothing. How does it want now 
to be treated? As something. If these remarks have any efiect on the 
Secretary of State and if he condescends to help in the establishment of 
the conventions recommended by the Joint Select Committee, I think my 
words in the present debate will not have been wasted. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: 1 rise to support the motion moved by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Anklesaria. In doing so, I do not propose to say 
more than a few words at this late hour. The Secretary of State is the 
great Moghul at Whitehall. He has in the Government of India here his 
imperial harem. What passes behind the purdah we do not know^ but 
all that we do know is this, that the Secretary of State is an autocrat 
of autocrats, and the begums here have not got any more control than 
any begum ever liad in an iiriperial harem. As an instance in point, we 
had here a few months ago the linking of the rupee with sterling. Hon- 
ourable Members are fully aware that the first impulse of the Honourable 
the Finance Member on that occasion was to stand by the best interests 
of this country and do what was right for the occasion. But soon came 
the imperial firman which set at nought the action of the Finance Member 
and we were asked to take a different course altogether. On that 
occasion the House by a largo majority passed a Eesolution condemning 
that action of the Secretary of State. Notwithstanding the unanimous 
voice of the elected representatives of the people in this House, notwith- 
standing the experience of the Finance Member, the great Moghul issued 
his firman and we had to obey. It is absurd that in the 20th century 
there could be a person of the position of a Secretary of State with power 
only equal to or next to that of the Czar of all Russia, who could override 
the best advice of his Ministers who arc in daily touch \^ith the administra- 
tion of the countiy . Except on one occasion, there was no other occasion 
when a Secretary of State for India has ever visited these shores. Sir, 
his knowledge of this countiy would ordinarily be, that this is a land of 
hot sun, big snakes and troublesome natives. Beyond that, whether he 
has any other knowledge it is very difficult to say, except that which he 
gathers from the official despatches of the Government of India if he finds 
time from his Home politics to read them, and also that which he gathers 
from his Council of retired civilians, who are always anxious to maintain 
their own privileges and fight against every attempt of the people of this 
country, as they consider that all attempts at establishing responsible gov- 
ernment in this country would be an invasion of their cherished privileges — 
accept the advice which such Ministers give him. With that advice and that 
knowledge, that gentleman, sitting (h()00 miles away, dictates to us as to what 
is to be done and what is not to be done without our say in the matter. 
Therefore, I say that his povrer of superintendence, direction and control, 
by which he expects obedience to his orders by the Government of India, 
is in this age absurd and should not be allowed by any civilised com 
munity to continue without relaxation. It is a negation of that promise 
which w^as held out in the declaration of 1917 — a gradual relaxation 
of the control of the Secretary of State and a ^adiial admittance of the 
people of this country to a share in the administration. I fully sym- 
pathise with the Honourable the Finance Member in these matters, 
because he has to come before this House and face the representatives of 
the people here and he has to satisfy them, but all the time he knows 
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Ml well that he has got to carry out the orders of somebody else asul not 
hig own. Our wishes in this House count for nothing. 

The Honourable Sir Oaoige Sohtister (Finance Member) : Bir, 1 re- 
frained from raising a point of order on this particular motion because I 
knew and appreciated the basis on which these debates had been arranged 
But I think, Sir, it is little hafd that any one in this Assembly should 
-suggest that the Executive Council should sacrifice lls. 100 from their 
.Very exiguous travelling allowance, on the ostensible ground of improper 
interference with its activities by an authority which, as my Honourable 
and learned friend the Mover has reminded us, has powers to subject the 
members of that Council to penalties which may extend to an un- 
limited fine and oven unlimited imprisonment. I take it however that you 
Sir, have satisfied yourself on this point and that it is in order that on 
the vote of the Executive Council a question of this kind should be raised. 

IKr. President (The Honourable SAr Ibrahim Bahiintoola) : If the 
Honourable Member had raised a point of order, the Chair would have 
dealt with it. If the Honourable Member so wishes, he can raise it even 

now. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I must proceed on the assump- 
tion that I am too late. T think the House will hardly expect from me 
any attempt to deal seriously with this motion at thi.s late hour. If I 
might sum up my feelings about its subject, leaving aside the graver 
issues which underlie it, I would say that my Honourable friend has been 
perhaps rather unfortunate in the time at which he has raised it. In the 
first place, he started by quoting examples of what he regards as improper 
interference, examples from a report written on conditions which prevailt'd 
in the year 1920, I may inform my Honourable friend that the practice 
he referred to in the Acworth Committee’s report has since been entirely 
changed, and that a very large measure of discretion in dealing with 
matters ol that kind has been accorded to the authorities in India, so lhat 
his remarks based on those particular examples hardly apply to the condi- 
tions which exist to-day That, Sir, is as regards the past; but if we look 
at the matter the other way round, I think it is perhaps hardly appro- 
priate thai a motion of this kind, complaining of conditions which 
exist under, the present constitution, should be V)rought forward just on the 
eve of constitutional changes to which we are all looking forward in the 
near future. I suggest to my Honourable friend that his scepticism alxnit 
the possible resuTts of the Hound Table Conforenco, and of the* other 
machinery by which the new constitution is now being planned and dis 
cussed, that scepticism is hardly justified. Indeed I can hardly imaginr 
a more unfortunate moment to have raised this question than at half past 
four of the clock on a Very hot day in Delhi in the year 1932, when 'vr 
are all looking forward to great ohanges in the present constitutional state 
of affairs to be introduced in 1933. 

I have only one more subject on which T must touch because reference 
has been made to ray personal actions in connection with certain incidenis. 

It is surprising to me that Honourable Members in this House should state 
w’ith absolute assurance that they are fully aware of what are the hidden 
motives which oj*crate within my own heart, or what have been my in- 
tentions, secret and never disclosed, but apparently very wcfll known 
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all Honourable Members of this House with one single exception and that 
is myself. Honourable Members have persistently, if 1 may say so, 
misinterpreted the action which the Government of India took on the 21st 
September of last year, and as the incident has been referred to, I must 
take this opportunity of contradicting that interpretation and refuting all 
the arguments which are based upon it. 

That, Sir, is I think all I need say upon that particular subject. I 
venture to put it to my Honourable friend that in the existing very diffi- 
cult situation we are carrying on in co-operation with a certain amount of 
(mutual satisfaction, and that even in the current session we have had 
before us very important practical examples of the result of that co-opera- 
tion. So that w'hon my Honourable friend the Mover puts forward a very 
eloquent appeal that this Assembly should be treated as “something", 
I tnink we can truthfully say that both in our actions and in our inten- 
tions we respond to that appeal. 

Mr. H. H. Anklesaria: In view of what has fallen from the Honour- 
able the Finance Member, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
18th March, 1932. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 18th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QtJESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Artt)INTMENT OF INDIANS 0*0 CERTAIN POSTS ON THE NORTH WESTERN 

Railway. 

833. *Mr. S. O. Mitre: (a) Is it a fact that, as a general rule, prior 
to April, 1923, only Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Christians and Parsis were 
recruited in the senior subordinate and junior subordinate service of the 
Mechanical Branch of the North Western Railway for the posts of Foreman 
Boiler Maker, Foreman Erector, Foreman Blacksmith, Fitter Chargeman^ 
Boiler Maker Chargeman, Locomotive Foreman, Locomotive Inspectors^ 
Locomotive Drivers, Shunters in grade III and IV and Shedman in grade 
III and IV? 

(h) Is it a fact that Indian apprentices in various categories mentioned 
in part (a) were recruited during 1923 to 1930, with a view to Indianise 
these posts? 

(c) How many Indians were recruited during each year and in what 
category between 1923 to 1930 and appointed to various posts? 

((/) Is it a fact that apprentices so appointed are not put on their proper 
poets although they stand qualified? 

(c) Is it a fact that from the apprentices so appwnted many have been 
discharged ? 

(/) Wbat is the Railway at present doing to Indianise the posts stated 
in part (a) above? 

(g) What is the total number of Europeans in the service mentioned in 
part (a) above as against the total number of Indians? 

Mr. P. 'R. Ran: With your permission. Sir. I propose to replv to ques- 
tions Nos. 833 to 8B6 together. I have called for certain information and 
shall lay on the table a reply in due course. 

APTnTNTUrtENT OF INDIANS TO CERTAIN PoSTS ON THE XORTH WESTERN 

Ratt.way. 

1834. *Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the total number of drivers, shunfers. firemen and boy-firemen in grade HI 
and IV respectively and also totals under (i) Europeans, (ii) Anglo-Indians, 
(ui) Indian Christians and (iv) Miscellaneous, on 31st March, 1923, em- 
ployed on the North Western Railway? 

t For answer to this question, answer to question No. 8^3. 

( 2201 ) 


A 



ii202 LBGZSLATXvs ASSXHBLY. [18 tb Mab. 1083. 

(b) Is it a fact that before April, 1028, grade III was given to ParsiB 
and grade IV to Europeans, Christians wd AnglOrltidians on the North 
Western Railway? 

(c) Is it a fact that. from .April, 1028» both grades III and IV were 
'Opened to Indians? 

(d) How many Indians were recruited es boy-firemen or firemen in 
grade III and IV during the period 1928 to 1930? 

(e) Was the purpose of the recruitment mentioned in part (d) to 
Indianise the posts of shunters and drivers mentioned in part (a) above ? 

(/) How many Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Parsis were recruited in 
•grade III and IV respectively during the years 1923 to 1930 as boy-firemen, 
firemen, shunters and drivers, and how many Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
Parsis, Christians were promoted from firemen in grade III and IV to 
shunters and drivers during the period 1923-1930? 

(g) From the Indians referred to in part (d) how many, recruited 
as firemen or boy-firemen during the years 1928 to 1926, have been pro- 
moted as shunters and how many as drivers? 

■ (h) Is there any period fixed for automatic promotion to shunters and 
^drivers for firemen of grade III and IV like apprentice for Permanent-Way 
Inspectors, Train Examiners, etc.? 

(i) What is the total number of drivers, shunters, firemen, and boy- 
'firemen in grade IIT and IV, respectively, on 81st December, 1980? 

(;) Is it a fact that there is a larger number of drivers and shunters in 
grade IV and the firemen in grade IV, whose number is smaller, stand 
tbetter chance of promotion, while the number of shunters and drivers in 
grade III being smaller and the number of firemen in grade IH being 
greater they stand lesser chance of promotion? Is the Railway prepared 
'to remove the grievance? If so, how? 

Peomotion of Firemen, etc., on the North Western Railway. 

t835. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Indians who were recruited 
in 1923 to 1926 as firemen or boy-firemen grade III on the North Western 
Railway and who are qualified for promotion to shunters and drivers are not 
being promoted? 

(6) If the facts stated in part (a) above are correct, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

(c) Is it a fact that the block in the promotion of firemen of grade HI 
to shunters and drivers is due to promotion of firemen of grade IV against 
vacancies of grade III and also due to recruitment of drivers grade IV from 
outside ? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be in the negative, will Government please 
give the number of vacancies reserved for firemen of grade III and IV, 
Tespectively, since 1923 and how they were disposed of? 

Promotion of Firemen, etc., on the North Western Ratlwat. 

1836. ♦!&. 8. O. ]ffitra: (a) Are Government prepared to fix a definite 
period of training for firemen of grade ITT for automatic promotion to 
ehunters and drivers on the North Western Railway? 

t For answer to this qtiestion, ree answer to question Hb, 883. 
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(b) Is it a fact that many firemen-pnssed shunters of grade I got pro- 
motion to shunter both permanent and officiating, but the firemen-passed 
shunter of grade- III were not allowed to take that chance although they 
were far superior by virtue of their education as well as grade? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) above is in the affirmative, what prefer- 
ence the grade HI firemen have over grade I or II firemen? 

(d) What steps are Government taking to Indianise the posts of drivers 
grade IV and HI which are at present held by Europeans? 

(e) What facilities are being provided to firemen of grade III to enable 
them to pass drivers examination? 

(f) If any Indians have replaced Europeans will Government please give 
their number as against the total number of Europeans employed as drivers 
in grade HI and TV also stating whether Indians, if any, were taken from 
firemen of grade III recruited during 1923-1926? 

(g) Are Government prepared to consider the case of promotion of 
firemen of grade HI who have got seven years* training and above? 

Allotment of Government Quarters in New Delhi. 

837. *Mr. S. O. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to refer to the 
replies to unstarred questions Nos. 52 and 56, dated IBth Februarj', 1932 
and state whether Government have considered the question of appointing 
a committee of six men from different Departments of the Government 
of India selected by the ministerial staff of the Secretariat and Attached 
Offices for the purpose of making all necessary enquiries into the matter? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joeeph Shore: Government do not consider that 
investigation by n Committee i\T>uld be a suitable method of procedure but 
would be prepared to institute enquiry into any definite complaints 
received. 

Ministerial and Inferior Staff Quarters in New Delhi. 

838. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to refer to the 
reply to unstarred question No. 55, dated 13th February, 1932 and state 
the reasons why, in the absence of any existing rules or orders, the New 
Delhi ministerial and inferior staff quarters are occupied by the local Public 
Works Department and other offices? 

(6) Is it a fact that these quarters were actually constructed for the 
ministerial staff in the Secretariat and Attached Offices? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (ft). Under the existing 
rules and orders the quarters in Now Delhi are intended primarily for the 
use of establishments in the employ of the Secretariats of the Government 
of India and in all attached or subordinate offices, including the Local 
Administration, who are compelled to reside on duty with the Government 
of India in New Delhi. The local Public Works Department and other 
offices occupy the quarters under those rules and orders, but there are no 
rules or orders under which the offices referred to are given preference over 
the minisfp.riftl Qfnff nf fhp Rpcrpfnnnt. and attached offices. 

2 A 
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MAlNTSNAtHGB OF PaBKS ASB EoUHTAJVB AiDJAOSNTI TO THH iMrSB&AXif 
SeCBSTABIAT BuIIiDIHQS. 

839. *1D(. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Gpvemmeiit be pleased to state reasons 
why the parks and fountains adjacent to the Imperial Secretariat Buildings 
in New Delhi are maintained during winter months and not during summer? 

(b) What objection have Government to issue necessary orders for the 
maintenance, from the ensuing summer, of the parks and fountains referred 
to above? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (b). The parks referred 
to are maintained throughout the year. The fountains are not used except 
during the cold weather on account of the cost involved in working them. 

Promotion of jFx-War Service Railwaymbn. 

840. ’"Kunwar Hajee Ismail All Khan (on behalf of Maulvi Badi-u?.- 
Zaman) : (a) Will Government kindly state whether it is a fact that the 
Railway Administration were asked by the Railway Board to consider the 
question of preference for proinotion for such members of their staff as 
were lent by them for .service overseas during the Great War? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be good enough to 
place a copy of their letter on the table or state on what grounds a pre^ 
ferential promotion was to be given? 

(c) Will Government please also state the names and designations of 
the men who were given such promotions on the East Indian and North 
Western Railways? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I would refer the Honourable Member to the rei)ly 
given to unstarred question No. Ill asked by Khan Bahadur Haji Waiih- 
uddin on the 20tli Febru.iry, 1932, which was in practically idenHcal 
terms. 


Extensions of Sbrvtce granted in the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Postal Circle.s. 

841. ’^Eunwar Hajee Ismail All Khan (on behalf of Mr. Muhamman 
Muazzam Sahib Bahadur) : (a) W'ill Government be pleased to state whe- 
ther it is a fact that the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, circulated 
the Government of India’s in.structions regarding retrenchment and ndin - 
ment of officials? 

(b) If so, will Government kindly state why extension of service is still 
being given in the Punjab ai.id North-West Frontier Girclo. and e^iaeially 
at Delhi? 

(c) Do Gfivernment propose to order stoppjig(* of extensions to .safeguard 
the interests of approved candidates on the waiting list? 

The HonoormblB Sir Joseph Bhore; (a) Yes. 

fb) The instnictions referred to in part (a) of the quosiion by the Hon- 
ourable Member do not contemplate the entire suspension of the ordi- 
nary rules regarding the retention of Government servants in service. 

Cc) No. 
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'SsLSonoK Posts conwstbd nrro Time-scalb ApponarMEKTs is the 
Punjab ani> Nobt^-West Proktieb Postail Cibglb. 

842. *Xun^r BajM ZsmaH All KhEn (on behalf of Mr. Muhammad 
Muazzam Sahib Bahadur) : (a) Will Government kindly state the number 
of lower selection ^ade posts in the Post Offices in the Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle converted into time-scale as a retrenchment 
measure ? 

(b) Will Government kindly state the number of such posts converted 
into time-scale in the Office of the Postmaster-General, Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Oircle? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) The Honourable Member presumably refers to the 
scheme for replacing officials in the lower selection grade of Ks. 160—10 — 
250 in certain post offices by supervisors in the ordinary clerical time-scale 
of pay. The number so far replaced in the Punjab and North-West Fron- 
tier Circle is 11. 

(5) The scheme just mentioned does not apply to the office of the Post- 
master-General, where the organisation and condition of w'ork are quite 
different from those prevailing in Post Offices. 

✓ 

Appointments of Ticket Collectors. 

843. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddln: Will Government be pleased 
to state if the instructiems of the Bailway Board contained in their letter 
No. 683-E. G., dated 3rd March, 1981, have been carried out in respect of 
the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors and Ticket Collectors when they were 
utilised in the Moody- Ward system? 

Mr, P. R. Rau: With \our permission, Sir, I propose to reply to ques- 
tions Nos. 843, 844 , 845, 847, 848 and 850 together. I have called for 
certain information and shall lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: Considering the fact that the ^'neces- 
sary particulars’’ have been in the hands of the Eailway Board for a long 
time and also considering the fact that tliese Inspectors have already 
suffered much hardship, will the Honourable Member kindly inform this 
House of the reasons why he is not able to ans^Yer the question now. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Sir, the details required are in the office of the Agent. 
East Indian Railway. 

Iii6ut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Sir, if the details have been for so 
long with the Agent, East Indian Railway, why, I ask, are they not, by 
now, in the hands of the Railway Board, considering such a long time has 
elapsed? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: Sir, the Agent of the East Indian Railway is respon- 
sible for the detailed administration of the East Indian Eailway. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Is not the Railway Board respon- 
sible for the administration of the East Indian Railway? 

Iftr. P. R. Rau: I said "the detailed administration**. 

Ideiit«-OolOMl Sir Henry Oidney: Is not the Bailway Board also 
•responsible for the detailed or call it if you like the retailed or curtailed 
’Administration of the railway? 
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Dr« Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, since this question has been before the 
Bailway Board for the last five months, why have the Bailway Board been 
unable to get the information during this long interval when they were 
expected to get the reply? It is not a new question. Sir: it has been 
before the Bailway Board for five months. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: As regards this question, we have had notice of it for 
only about ten days, T believe. Sir. 

Ueut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Is it or is it not a fact that the 
Bailway Board is shelving a final decision on this question of a substitute 
system for the much criticised and abolished Crew System? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: It is not a fact. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the attention of the Hon- 
ourable Member as Secretary of the Eailway Eetrenchment Committee was 
drawn to all these facts at the time, and should he not therefore have got 
the information by this time? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is entirely 
in error in supposing that this question did not contain a number of new 
details not mentioned in the earlier questions. 

I 

Appeals of Travelono Ticket Inspectors. 

t844. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
to starred question No. 229 to 250. dated the 12th February, 19B2, will 
Government be pleased to state the month in which the appeals were senii 
by the old '^Pravelling Ticket Inspectors, to whom they wen> addressed and 
the cause of delay in considering those appeals by the Agent, East Indian 
Eailway ? 

(6) Will Government please lav on the table a copy of the said appeal and 
a reply thereto given by the East Indian Eailway authorities? 

(c) Will Government bo pleased to state if it is a fact that the old 
Travelling Tic^ket Inspectors sent a copy of the said appeal to the Secretary, 
Bailw’ay Board, direct: if so, what action was taken by Government on 
knowing the facts contained in the appeals? 

(d) Will Government ho pleased to state if the Eailway employees have 
a right of appeal to the Agent of their Eailway ; if so, why the appeals 
of the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian Eailway 
addressed to the Agent were disposed of by the Chief Operating Superin- 
tendent ? 

i 

Appeals of Travelling Ticket Inspectors. 

t845. ^Ehan Bahadur HaJi WajUiuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
to the supplementary question by Dr. Ziauddin to question No. 251, dated 
the 12th Februarj’, 1932, will Government please lay on the table a copy 
of the said rules relating to appeals? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state also if the appeals addressed 
by the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors to the Secretary, Eailway Board, 
came within the provisions of the said rules justifying their being withheld 
by the East Indian Eailway authorities? If so, in what respects? 

t For answer to this question, #ee answer to question No. 843. 
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Railway Tice3;t Chsokino Systems. 

846. *K]ian Bahadur Ha}i Wa]ihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that Messrs. Moody and Ward, Officers of the Crew 
Enquiry Committee, were asked to suggest what preventive system should 
be adopted in case the Crew system was . recomi^iended by them , to be 
abolished? * , 

(5) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why this system has been adopted which is not & 
preventive system? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) Messrs. Moody and W'ard were asked to submit 
proposals as to what system should be adopted to prevent persons travel* 
ling without tickets. 

(b) Because it is considered to be the most suitable system at a reasOQr 
able cost. 


Railway Ticket Checking Systems. 

1847. *Khan Bahadur Haji Walihuddin: With reference to the answer 
to starred question No. 1120, dated the 2nd October, 1931, Will Government 
be pleased to state why the Railway Board do not know if the Moody-Ward 
system sanctioned by them is a permanent or a temporary measure? 

Lady Ticket Collectors on the East Indian Railway. 

1848. ^Khan Bahadur HaJi Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to answer 
to starred question No. 240, dated 12th February, 1932, will Government 
be pleased to state why the lady Ticket Collectors are retained on the 
Railway when the Travelling Ticket Examiners are authorised to check the 
tickets of female passengers? 

(ft) .Will OoYCOiunent bo also pleased to state how much economy would 
be affected per year if they are abolished and what is the percentage of 
such stations on the East Indian Railway where lady Ticket Collectors' 

are prpyided? 

\ 

Systems of Railway Ticket Checking. 

849. *Khan Bahadur Ea]i Wajihuddin: (a) W'ith reference to the 
answer to supplementary question to starred question No. 389 by Sir Henry 
Gidney, dated the 16th February, 1932, will Government be pleased to 
state if up to 1922 identically the same systems of ticket- chocking pre- 
vailed on the North Western and the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways (boty 
under State-management) and that after amalgamation of tlio East Indian 
and Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways the same system was adopted on the 
entire East Indian Railway? 

(b) Will Gtoyemment be also pleased to state if it is also correct that 
the Crew system on the North Western Railway was adopted and abandon- 
ed, the same Crew system w'as aftenvards started on the East Indian 
Railway and abandoned, that a system of two T. T. Es. followed the Crew 
system on the North Western Railway and that the same has followed the 
Crew system on the East Indian Railway now which is called Moody-Ward 

t For answer to this questiony tea answer to question No. $43. 



isao8 


iSMUfilAVIVB ASaaMBtX. 


[18th Mar. 1082. 

. system? Is it also true tbat oa the Dorth Western Hallway since Jime 
the Travelling Ticket Examiner system has been replaced by the S. T. E., 
i e., Special Ticket Examiner syet«rh and on the East Indian Bailway since 
the same mcmth, i.e., June, 1081, the Travelling Ticket Inspector system 
has been replaced by the Travelling Ticket Examiner system? 

!(e)' n reply to part (b) above, be in the affirmative, will Qovemment 
|>e pleased to state if the local conditions on both the said Bailways during 
^2ie prevalence of those identical systems ^ere the same and now different 
pa justify the Moody-Ward system on the East Indian Beilway and not 
on the iNorth Western Bailway 1 

PfX. P. ». Bau: (a) The records of the Railway Board do not show 
what system of ticket checking was in force on the North Western, the 
•old Oudh and Rohilkhand and East Indian Railways up to a period prior 
'ix> the introduction of the crew system on the East Indian Railway. 

(6) As regards the first part of the question, I would refer the. Hon- 
ourable Member to paragraph C of the Moody- Wal'd Committee *s repoiii 
which deals with tlie working of the crew system on a part of the Lahore 
District on which it had been introduced as an experimental measure in 
1933. The position on the East Indian Railway is explained in the 
Moody-Ward Committees report. As regards tlie second part of the 
question, in June 1931 the cadre of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the 
North Western Railway was abolished and was replaced by ?>pccial Ticket 
Examiners, and the arrangements for ticket checking recommended by the 
Moody-Ward Committee introduced on the East Indian Railway 

(c) So far as Government are aware, tlie detailed amingemontf; for the 
checking of tickets on the North Western Railway system genomlly have 
not always been the same as on the East Indian Railway. 

liieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney : Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whether the Railway feoard are satisfied with the system at 
present in vogue for checking tickets? 

Mr.. P. B. Bau: I cannot say that the Railway Board consider the 
present system to be perfect. 

Ueqt.-Ccdonel Sir Hpnry Oidney: Will the Honourable Memin»r inform 
this House whether the Railway possess any other variety of ticket 
checkers since* the Moody-Ward Report has condemned this erew system? 

Hr. P. B. Bau: No change i.s contemplated at present. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Then there is nobody checking the 
tickets, I umlerstand? 

Hr. Ziauddin Alunad: Is the Hbnou**ftble Member aware of the fe<^* 
that every Divisional .Superintendent plA\s about with this acheme 
changes this aypt#.ni along with the change of the office? 


Mr. P. B. Bnu: No, Sir. 



QUVfiTiQ^B AND AK8WV8. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will he make an inquiry about it and find out 
if my statement is not correct? Will he make an inquiry 1 

' Mr. P. B. Ban: Will the Honourable gentleman put a question on the 
subject, Sir? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Hid I not draw attention to the case of the Dm- 
sional Superintendent at Allahabad in my previous question, on wWdi 
he said he would make inquiries? 

Mr, P. B. Bau: The results of the inquiry will be laid on the table in 
due course. 

Iiiaat.-0olon6l Sir Henry Oidney: Is it or is it not a fact that the Rail- 
way Board, having been committed to the system, do not now know how 
to get out of it ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Arc not the Ilailway Board prepared to make 
an inquiry as to why this system oi examinations was introduced only in 
one Division and nowhere else and the method of examination is not fr^ 
from suspicion? 

The Honourabla Sir OeorgB Rainy: dovemment are not prepared to 

make inquiries. Surely, Sir, it i< a reascmable thing to try a plan as an 
experimental measure in one Division without immediately extending it 
to all Divisions? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I« not the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that they have been making the i*xporiments for the last six years and 
that the tiim* has t*oino when they should put a stop to those experi- 
ments? 

Tha HonouraUa Sir George Bainy: I am unable to see the relevancy 
of my Honouiable friend s question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 am also unable to see the relevancy of the 
Honourable ^Irmher’s interfrrence? 

Lieut.-Ocdonel Sir Henry Oidney: Will the Honourable Member in 
charge kindly infoi’ui the House wh< n he intends to cease experimenting 
and fit art working? 

(No answer w’as given.) 


Re-examinatton of Traveixtno Ticket Examiners. 


mo. *Khan Bahadur HA]i Wajihuddin: (/j) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is true that in some Divisions of East Indian Railway the 
Travelling Ticket Examiners are ordennl to appear ar a departmental 
examination of checking duties? 


(b) Is it also true that amongst them are included the old Travelling 
iTioket Inspeotors who have already passed the same and have got long 
service and are now working on much reduced pay? 

(c) If the reply to part (h) above be in tlic affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state what is the reason for compelling the qualified and ea- 
perienoed hands to re-nppenr at the said examination? 


tFor answer te tin's q«08tien» ^ entirer te quetlnia Me. 9 ^. 
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Loss OB Exobss Fabb Brcbift Book. 

851. *Kbaii Bahadur Ha]i Wa|ihaddiii: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if the loss of an excess fare receipt book is considered a very 
serious offence? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state how many Travelling Ticket 
Bupeotcos worked in 1926 and how many such books were lost by them 
during the period? 

(c) How many of the staff were employed on the whole of the East 
Indian Railway in 1920 who handled excess fare receipt books, i.e., 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors, Crew Inspectors and Crew in charges, and 
how manv books were lost during that period? 

W 1b it a fact that increase in the staff handling these books has 
tnoreased the loss as well? 

(e) Is it a fact that in the Crew system a circular was issued that loss 
of an excess fare receipt hook would result in the termination of flTS 
•ervioQ of the employee concerned and several from amongst the staff 
suffered this penalty? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: (a) The loss of an excess fare receipt book is a serious 

matter. 

(6) to (c). Government have no information. 

Refunds in respect of Excess Fares recovered. 

852. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddln: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to statei which oftlcer on the East Indian Railway grants refunds 
in respect of excess fare recovered by staff, i.e., whether it is the Chief 
Accounts OflBcer or the Chief Commercial Manager (Claims) — and to whom 
this application for refund should be made? 

(b) V/ill Government be pleased to state the percentage of amount 
xefunaed to the public in respect of the excess fare recovered by the 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors and Ticket Collectors between Ist January, 
1926, to 80th June, 1926, and the same in respect of Travelling Ticket 
Examiners and Ticket Collectors between let June, 1931 and 3l8t 
December, 1931 (both separate)? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The Thief Commercial Manager. 

(b) The.so statistics are not compiled by the Railway Board and the 
information required is therefore not available. 

Ticket Checking on Branch Lines of Asansol and Dinapore 

Divisions. 

^ 8.53. ♦Khan Bahadur BCaJi Wajihuddln: (a) Will Government be 

C ied to state why the Crew system did not operate on the branch' 
of Asansol and Dinapore Divisions when the said system worked on 
ihe.B6 Divisions? 

(®) ft • fact that the said branch lines were worked by Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors who wore brought from a non-Crew area? 
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Mr. P, B. Bau: (a) The Crew system was not introduced on certain 
parts of the Asansol and Dinapore Divisions as the Railway Administra- 
tion considered that alternative arrangements Ivere better suited for these 
parts. 

(b) Government have no information. 


Ticket Checking on Main and Branch Lines. 

854. ^'Khan Bahadur Ha}i Walihuddin: (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that during the operation of the Travelling 
Ticket In.spector system, main and branch lines were worked by the Travel- 
ling Ticket Inspectors as per programme which w'as given to them by the 
Divisional Inspector? 

(b) Is it true that there being about 125 Travelling Ticket Inspectors 
only for the whole of the Kast Indian Railway, every train was not manned 
with staff throughout its run as is done now due to the strength of Travel- 
ling Ticket Examiners being raised to 650 ? 

Mr.. P. B. Bau: (a) Under any system of check by Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors, the latter work generally to a programme drawn up by their 
supcrioi’s. Government are not aware what the actual procedure was on 
each of the Divisions on which Travelling Ticket Inspectors were employed. 

(6) This is substantially correct. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: As the Honourable Member has 
replied that Government have no information on the matter and Govern- 
ment are not aware of the facts, will he kindly inform this House whether 
he is prepared to obtain tin* information and become aware of these facts? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: The subjects dealt with in this question are matters 
of minor detail and Government* do not propose to interfere with the dis- 
cretion of the Agents in the matter. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: Is it or is it not a fact that it is 
mainly these minor details that lead to unrest amongst railway employees? 
It the answer be in the affirmative, is it not the .duty of ihe Honourable 
iMeinber to inquire into these minor details, however minor they may be i 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: Government do not consider that 
it is their duty to obtain information as regards these particular points 
to which the Honourable Member has referred. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: Will the Government kindly inform 
this House wffiat exactly is their duty in regard to the administration of 
the Railways? 


pr. ZUuddln Ahmad: If the Hoaournble Member will travel }ike an 
®nimary passenger, then he will find out the unrest that is caused. Mem* 
of Government tra%’el in saloons and they know nothing as to what' 
is happening. 
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ExPfJLSIOK OF OBBTAIN CmEBKS from Mhow CahtohMieht. 

85S. ^Khaa Baiudiir Wi^Hrnddia: (a) Will Qovemment be 
pleased to state since how long Th. Amarsingh Laxmansingfa and 
Mr. Bhagwan Dass Aggarwal have been under orders of expulsion from 
iMhow Cantonment? 

(6) Are Government aware that Th. Amarsingh Laxmansingh is 
a man of 80 years and during his long exile from Mhow Cantonment, 
which is his home, he has suffered several losses by death in his family 
at Mhow owing to his inability to aiTunge medical attendance by reason 
^of the order of expulsion? 

(o) Is it a fact that Th. Amarsingh Laxmansingh has since his expul- 
sion lived in Indore and has forwarded a certificate from the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Prime Minister, Indore, testifying to his being a law-abiding 
citizen taking part in social service movements? 

(d) Was a copy of the certificate submitted to the Governnunt of 
India by the All-India Cantonments Association? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Since 1022 and 1923, respectively. 

(b) Government are not aware of this person's exact age and have no 
information in support of whut is stated in the remainder of this part 
•of the question. 

(c) and (d). Government have received from tlio All-India Canton- 
ments Association a copy of a certificate purporting to have been granted 
by the official mentioned, to the effect that this person’s activities have 
been in no way objectionable. Government are however in pos.session of 
detailed information to the contrary^ effect. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Will the Honourable genth^man consider 
the desirability of cancelling these orders? They must have served their 
useful purpose long ago? 

Mr. O. M. YoiiBg: Government have considered the matter and have 
come to the conclusion that these orders should not be cancelled. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Arc they prepared to place Uie material 
against these people before any court of inquiry? 

f 

Hr. O. H. Yoong: No, Sir. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: Arc they prepared to ]>lac<' the material on the 
table of this House? 

Mr. O. M. Young: No, Sir. 

Mr. C. S. Bangs l^fsr: Why not? 

Mr. a. M. Young: The Honourable Member might wait, till the 
question is put and replied to, to find the reason why Government nrc 
prepared to In , the material on the table of the Howe. 

Ltoat.-Ooionol Sir Bsnrjr Otdaijr: Is it or is it not a fart that one of 
these gentlemen is relnted to the questioner on the other sW®? 
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Mfk iPiMidMi; Order, order. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Is the Honourable Member’s insinuatioii 
based on any facts that he is in possession of t 

SU Ead Siii^ Ctonr: Sir, I v<?ry strongly disapprove the conduct of 
Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney in insinuating personal motives to any 
of the questioners. 

Mr. Presidaat (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahixntoola) s The Hmisa- 
must have noticed that the Chair called the Member to order. 
(Applause.) 

EXPIJL.SION OF CERTAIN CITIZENS FROM MhOVF CaNTONMENT. 

866. '^Khan Bahadur Haji Wa]ihuddin: (a) Will Government snecify 

the activities of Thakur Aniar.singh and Mr. Bhagwan Dass siiue their 
expulsions that made their re-admisson to Mhow (Cantonment undesiru- 
ble? 

(b) Is it a fact that the All-India Cantonments Association forwarded 
with their letter No. 1924/A./B., dated 22nd April, 1931, a written under- 
taking fnmi Mr. Bhagwan Bass that in ease of the expulsion order being 
cancelled, he would do nothing that will bring him within the purview 
of Section 230 of the (’antoninents Act dealing with expulsions? 

(cj Are Government aware that there is a great agitation in canton- 
ments against these two cases of long banishment from Mhow Canton- 
ment? ^ 

(d) Are Government aware that the All-India Cantonmenjiis (^nferc^ncep 
held at Lahore in October, 1931, passed a unanimous resolution urging 
Government to cancel these orders of expulsion and a copy of the same 
was forwarded by the All-Tndia Cantonments Association to Government 
for consideration? 

(r) Do Government prrjpose to rescind the orders in these two cases? 

Mr. O. M. Toung; (<;> Ciovt rniiient are not prepared to diselose the 
information in their posso.-sion. 

(6) The represc'iitation from F.ala Bhas^an Dnss Af:<;ar\val forwarded 
with tlu- AsKoeiat ion's U*tter referred to contained no such undertaking, 
(cl Oovorninent have no information to this effect. 

(fl) Yes. 

(a) No. Sir. 

Supply of Tck ash Miskkai. W.atkk on the Kapt Indian Railway. 

857. ’■‘Xhaii- Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (o) Are Ooverninent aware 
that ice and mineral water are sold on the East Indian Railway line at 
higher rates than those obtaining on the North Western Ea'dway line? 

(b) If the reply to the above ho in the affirmative, w’ill Gk>voi*nment 
state the reasons for this difference in rates? 

(<^) Arc Government aware that the high rates on the East Indian 
Railway have caused discontent among the passengers m these Q*y» of 
economic depression? 
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(d) Is it a fact that when tenders were. recently called for the ice and 
mineral water contract on the East Indian Bailway, the contract was not 
given to the tenderer of lowest rates ? 

(e) Will Government explain the reasons for the disregard of the 
lowest tender in this case and do they propose to take steps to reduce the 
price of ice and mineral water on the East Indian Bailway to the level of 
the rates obtaining on the North Western Bailway? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) and (6). Government have no information beyond 
that appearing in the published time tables of the two railways referred 
to, which confirm the statement made in part ia) (d thc3 Honourable 
Member’s question. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (c). Government have no information, but I am asking the 
Agent, East Indian Bailway, for a report and will consider whether any 
action can suitably be taken. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: On a point of order, Sir. When questions are 
put in the form, “Have the Government any information”, this is only 
a formal way of asking a question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola); The Hon- 
ourable Member is making a statement. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 am raising a point of order. Sir. When wc 
put questions in the form I have mentioned, wo expect that the informa- 
tion will be supplied. We do not expect the reply that the Government 
have no infonnation. We expect; that the Government should give a 
' definite reply containing the information asked for 

\ 

UKr Present (The Honourabli; Sir Ibrahim Knbimtoola) ; If an Hon- 
ourable Member abks a question as to whether r,o%-emmont are aware of a 
■ certain thing, they are entitled to say that they are not aware of it. 

ini.Ti Bahadur Hajl Wajlhuddin: Are the Government prepared to 
make an inquiry and lay the result on the table of the House? 

Dr. Ahmad: Ts it your ruling, Sir, that if wc ask a question 

•whether the Government have’ got information and they say that they 
are not aware of it. it is the end of the reply? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim 'Rahimtonlal : The Hon- 
ourable Member has. I think, sufficient experienee of the Legislature to 
know that when you ask a question and an answe r is given either in the 
affirmative or in the negative, it satisfies that question. The Honourable 
Member is not debarred either to put supplementary questions and get far- 
ther information or to put further questions giving Government due notice. 
But when the Honourable Member asks a question whether Government 
are aware of certain things, it is perfectly open to Government to say, no, 
they have no knowledge about them. 

Mr. P. B. Bau: May I answer. Sir, to the supplementaiy question put 
by Kh's® Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin? T have alr. ady told th(> House tlmt 
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I am asking the Agent, East Indian Bailway, for a report and will then 
consider whether any action can suitably be taken. I am quite prepared 
i:o lay a statement of the action taken on the table in due course. 

Extension of the House-Scavengin« Tax in Ambala Cantonment. 

858. ‘^Khan Bahadur Ha}! Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
the Ambala Cantonment Board has, by a majority of votes, decided to 
increase the House- Scavenging Tax in Ambala Cantonment by imposing 
it on shops, offices, godowns that were hitherto exempt from that tax? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Northern Command has issued a Circular to 
the Cantonments under its jurisdiction, on 17th December, 1931, not to 
submit any proposal of additional taxation and informing them that there 
was no prospect of getting any grant from Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the suggestion to increase the House-Scavenging 
Tax was based on the assurance that Government would give a substantial 
grant towards the water scheme of the Cantonment Board, Ambala? 

(d) Does that assurance still hold good? If not, do Government pro- 
pose to direct the Northern Command to make it clear to the Cantonment 
Board, Ambala, that their proposal to increase the House-Scavenging Tax 
did not entail any obligation on the part of Government to give a grant 
to the Ambala Cantonment Board? 

(e) Are Government prepared also to give the Ambala Cantonment Board 
ail opportunity to re-consider its proposal for enhancement in House- 
scavenging Tax in the light of (jovernment's inability to pay any grant? 

Mr. O, M. Toong: (a) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the reply given on the 15th February 1932 to Sirdar Sohan Singh’s 
starred question Xo. 357 on the same subject. 

(b) Government have seen a copy of the circular referred to. 

(c7 Government gave no such assurance. 

(d) and (rV Do not arise. 


Appeals in Cantonments. 

850. ^Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that appeals 
submitted under Schedule V of the Cantonments Act can be heard and 
di.sposed of only by the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief a Command? 

(h) Are Government aware that the Inspecting Officer, ^Military Lands 
and Cantonments, Northern Command, is himself disposing of ' appeals 
submitted under the above sehodulo and the Cantonment Authorities in 
the jurisdiction of Northeni Command have been accepting his decisions 
on those appeals? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the Ambala Cantonment Board, minutes of 
flissents have been filed pointing out that the General Officer Com- 
manding-in-Chief being the appellate authority in case of such appeals, 
has no power to delegate or transfer that power to any of his sub- 
^ifdinates and consequently the decisions on such appeals given by the 
Inspecting Officer are illegal? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Inspecting Officer also sanctioned the Budget 
the Ambala Cantonment Board for 1932-33 and al$o grants in addition 
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td the Budget? Is it a fact that such sanctions can under rules be given 
only by the General Officer Commandilig-in-Chieff ? 

(e) Are Government aware that there is growing dissatisfaction among 
the people as to the justness of the decisions given on such appeals by 
the Inspecting Officer? 

(/) Do Government propose to take action to put an end to this 
practice and to instruct the General Officer Commanding-in-Chie£, Northern 
Command, to hear and dispose of such appeals and perform other statutory 
functions himself? 

Mr. O. H. Young: {(i) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to 
the third column of the schedule, which specifies the appellate authority for 
each class of appeal. 

(h) to (f). I have called for a report and a reply will be laid on the 
table. 


Thk Lucknow-Lalmonirhat Train Service. 

860. ♦!&. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Eastern Bengal 
Eailway have discontinued the running of the Lucknow-Lahnonirhat throtigh 
train service from Ist March, 1932? If so, why? 

(6) Are Government aware that it was a very popular train, and that 
its discontinuance has resulted in great inconvenience to the travelling 
public? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Bengal and North Western Railway 
Administration are willing to continue the running of tiiat train over their 
section of the line; and do (loveniment propose to taki* steps to continue 
the service? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The running of through services is arranged hy llaii- 
way Administrations witliout reference to Goveniment, wiio have, tie n - 
fore, no information hoyond that appe.aring in the published 
tables. Ihese show’ that the Taicknow-Laliiionirliat serviec is now a 
Lucknow’-Katihar service. 

(b) and fc). No. I am. however, bringing the Hononrabh* Member V 
question and my answer to it to tin- notice* of th»- Agent. Kastern Ihaiizai 
Eailway, h)r such action as be mav consider necessary. 

Discontinuance of a TnRoron Carrtaoe on an I']ast Indian Railway 

Express. 

861. *Mr. Oqra Prasad Sfngb: (a) Are Government aware that ib 
East Indian Railwuiy have discontinued the running of the through bogie 
First and Second class carriagi* frraii Hf>w'r.Mh h\ tla* 71 f’p FA'pns'^ 
Moghal {Jarai, and thereafter by the 15 Fp Kxf»ress to Delhi, and this 
resulted in great inconverucnc»e to the travelling puhli«- con(*crtied 

(b) Are Government aware that there is now no fast train from Pntna 
on the main line for upccuntry in the evening, and do Government pro- 
pose to have the through carriage restored? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The reply to the first part of the question is In 
affirmative; As regards the second part, Government are aware fbat 
passengers who previouRlv made use of the through service carriagos ar^ 
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now likely to be inoonvenienced, but they have been informed by the 
Agent, Bast Indian Bailway, that when the through service carriage was 
running, the number of passeugerb travelling in it was not sufficient to 
justify the service being continued. 

(ft) The trains referred to in part (a) of the question continue to run, 
thereby giving an evening service from Patna on the main line for up- 
country stations, but involving transhipment at Moghal Sarai. Arrange- 
ments for the running of through service carriages are matters which must 
be left to the Railway Administration to deal with; any serious incon- 
venience experienced will no doubt be brought up for discussion at meet- 
ings of the Railway Advisory Committee* 

Mr. 0. S. Banga lyer: Will the Honourable Member please stale to 
what extent the loss was sustained in regard to the running of the through 
service and how much they have gained by abandoning the through 
service ? 

Mr. P. K. Baur I vrant notice of the question. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga lyer; Will the Honourable Member please state whether 
he will write to the Agent of the Railway to place this information before the 
Railway Board so that they may lay it on the table of the House? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: If the Honourable Member will please give me notice 
of the question, I will consider it. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will the Government hereby take notice of this 
question because the House is entitled to have information on that 
matter. 

(Xo answer.'! 

Mr. O. S. Banga Iyer: As the Honourable ^lembor has not answered 
my question and as he has treated mv que.stion with silence T propose to 
move an adjournment of the House tomorrow 


TTNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Discharge of Compositors and Binders from the Ea.st Indian Ratlwat 

Press. 

191. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the work in the East 
Indian Railway Press, both Calcutta and Howrah, was uniformly normal 
throughout lOflO and up to March, 1931? 

(ft) Ts it a fact that, in reply to the unstarred question No. lo3, dated 
2nd February, 1931, Sir Alan Parsons stated that instructions w’ere 
issued by the Railway Board to the Agent, East Indian Railway that on 
the acceptance of the recommendations of the Special Officer, he should 
bring surplus posts under reduction? 

(c) Ig it not a fact that Mr. Mackenzie, Officiating Superintendent. 
East Indian Railw^ay Press, Calcutta, admitted before the Enquiry Com- 
mittee under the new Trades Disputes Act at Calcutta, that the recom- 
mendations of Mr. A. P. Slater wore accepted in reoi^anising the printing 
office? 

« 
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(^) Is it not a fact that each department in the East Indian Eailwfiiy 
Press is inter-connected with other departments? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the recommendation of Mr. Slater was that 
the number of binders to be retained was to be 175 and the number of com- 
positors was to be 79? 

(/) Is it not a fact that 16 compositors and 26 bind^ were discharged 
from the East Indian Bailwsy Press in March, 1931? 

(g) Is it not a fact that there was no reduction in the supervising staff 
‘of the East Indian Kailway Press? 

{h) If the answers to parts (aj to (gr) be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
emment be pleased to state the reasons for specially selecting these 16 
compositors and 26 binders for dismissal? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to ques- 
tions Nos. 191 to 194 together. I have called for certain information and 
shall lay a reply on. the table, in due course. 

Appeal aoatnst Discharge by Binders in the East Indian Rah.way 

Press. 

tl92. Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the Superintendent 
of the East Indian Eaihvay Press, Calcutta, is immediately under the 
control of the Agent, East Indian Railway? 

(b) Is it not a fact that an appeal against any decision of the said 
Superintendent lies with the Agent, East Indian Railway? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the five persons of the Binding Section of the 
East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, who were discharged by the Superin- 
tendent on the 31st .March, 1981, appealed to the Agent through the Superin- 
tendent against their discharge? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the said petition was not forwarded by the 
Superintendent on the plea that no appeal lay from such discharge? 

(e) Is it not a fact that subsequently Mr. Mackenzie the Officiating 
Superintendent of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, admitted before 
the Enquiry Committee under the Trades Disputes Act, that an appeal 
against the decision of arbitrary discharge lies with the Agent? 

(f) If the answers to parts (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what action has been taken or is intended to be 
taken against the Superintendent for not fonvarding the appeal against 
Tiis decision of discharge to the Agent? 

Cut in Pay of Binders, Compositors, etc., in the East Indian Railway 

Press. 

tl93. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that deduction is being made 
both from the pay of the ministerial as well as industrial employees of tbe 
East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and Howrah? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the industrial employees such as compositors, 
distributors, hinders, etc., of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and 
Howrah, are not allowed the privileges of closed holidays, bank holidays, 
and special oarlv holidays like Armistice Day, like the employees of the 
ministerial staff in the same press? 

fFor amwrr t«> this question, see answer to iin»<tarred qu<«tion No. 101. 
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. (c) Is it not a fact that the industrial employees like the compositors 
of the East Indian Bailway Press, Calcutta, are allowed only 13 days’ leave 
in a year under Annexure (ii) whereas the ministerial staff enjoy more 
holidays under Annexure (i)? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the earnings of the employees like compositors, 
binders, etc., have come down considerably owing to the stoppage of the 
overtime system in the said Press? 

(e) Is it not a fact that under the new revision of the scale of pay, 
as has been introduced from the 1st of November, 1930, the earnings of 
the industrial staff like the binders, compositors, etc., in the East Indian 
Bailway Press, Calcutta and Howrah have decreased as is evinced from 
the fact that the binders who used to get Bs. 42 per month before Nov- 
ember, 1930, now get Bs. 36 and even that after 2 years? 

(f) Is it not a fact tliat the industrial employees like the Compositors, 
Binders, etc., submitted a memorial to the Honourable Member so far 
back as 12th January, 1931, stating that no consideration has been paid, 
at the time of fixing the initial wages, to the fact that the actual earnings 
were higher during the preceding twelve months and even in the past 
few years than the monthly wages now introduced? 

(g) Is it not a fact that in the memorial, dated the 12th January, 1931, 
the memorialists submitted that they arc to work compulsorily for about 
47 hours m(jrc than what they did before the 1 st of November, 1930? 

(h) If the answers to parts (a) to (. 7 ) be in the affirmative, wnll Govern- 
ment state the reasons for introducing a cut in the pay of the industrial 
employees like Binders, Compositors, etc., of the East Indian Bailw'ay 
Press, Calcutta and Howrah? 

Deduottons from Vay of Industrial Employees of the East Indi.\n 

Railway Press. 

^194. Mr, S. O. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the deduction in the pay 
o[ the industrial hands in the Kanchrapara Workshops, Bombay, Bai^a 
and Central India Bailway and in the South Indian Bailw'ay has been 
stopped on the ground of their earnings being decreased considerably? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state whether they contemplate to stop deduction in pay of the industrial 
employees of the East Indian Baihvay Press, Calcutta and Howrah, on the 
same ground? If not, w'hy not? 

Strength of Rupervusing and Operating Rtaff in the East Indian 
Railway Press, Calcutta and Howrah. 

196. Mr, S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that, in reply to the 
unstarred question No. 112, dated the 28th Reptemher. 1931 (regarding 
strength of supervising and operating staff in the East Indian Baihvay Press, 
Calcutta and Howrah), Rir Alan Parsons stated that certain informa- 
tion had been called for fp'im the Agent, East Indian Bailway? 

(b) Is it not a fact that in reply to part (a) of .the .unstarred question 
No. 113, dated the 24th Reptemher, 1931, Sir Alan Parsons stnted that 
information had been called for from the Agent, Ea.st Indian Railway? 

~ ' - ■ . ^ . - -- 
tFor aiMWpr to thin quoMion. i>ff answer to nnstarred question No. Ifll. 

« 2 
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(c) If l^e answers to parts (a) and (b) be in ttie aflBnnative. wiU Govern- 
ment be pleased to furnish the House with this information? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: (a) and (bl). Yes. 

(c) The information was supplied to the Honourable Member in the 
Bailway Board’s letter No. 579.E. G., dated the 15th January, 1982 a 
copy of which is laid on the table. ’ 


Lbttkb vbom J. C. Hiohbt, Es<j., Dubctob, Raii.wat Boabd, to S. C Mitba Eso 
Member, Leoislativb Assembly, No. S 70 -E. G., bated New* Delhi the K-rT 
Jakuary, 1932. ’ ™ 


With reference to the replies given to your Question No. 112 and part (a) >{ ouestinn 
No. 113 in the Legislative Assembly on the 28th September, 1931, I am directed to com 
municate the following information : — 


Question No* 112^ 


(а) See reply to part (y). 

(б) No. 

(c) No. 


{d) No. 

(e) Th^post now designated ‘ Office Superintendent ’ was in 1926 designated ‘ Head 

A Press Mechanic was appointed to maintain the modern plant in working order to 
undertake potty repairs which wore formally undertaken by the Signal Workshops. 
The Workshop Accountant is not an employee of the East Indian Railway Pres.,. 

Two compositors were fora time employed for checking compositor's worksheets 
It has boon found unnecessary to coiitinuo this. 

(/) ‘*»8 supervision requisite for more efficient and more economical work- 

ig) Statement is uttaeheda 


Question No. 113 — 

(a) Reply is in the negative. 


Kast rNDiAN Railway Piikss, 


StaUmentahouing the strength c/ula^ of crrtaiHeatcgorirs as ilHlootl on .iJsl March. 

and on 31st Marche 1931, 


(a) Operative Staff : — 
OimpositoPfl • 
Distributom • , 

Proof pullers • , 

Machinemen • « 

Tnkmen Machine « 
Pressmen • , 

Binders • • « 


1926. 1031. 

101 8.S 

22 22 

14 13 

28 20 

42 36 

11 5 

m m 
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^6) Subordinate Technical Supervising Staff : — 


1926. 

I9:n 

Overseer ...... 


1 

2 

Foremen ...... 


4 

4 

Section-holders ..... 


. 2 

4 

Clerk in Charge Machine .... 


2 


Assistant Foreman ..... 


• • • 

o 

Jemadars ...... 


6 

4 

Press Machine ...... 



1 

Litho Draftsman ..... 


• • • 

I 

Typo Store Keeper ..... 


1 

1 

Stereo Plate Keeper ..... 


1 

1 


Total 

17 

20 

(c) Superior Supervising Staff 




Printing Superintendent .... 

. 

1 

1 

Assistant Printing Superintendent 

• 

. 1 

1 


Government Printing Work pla< ed with Private Presses. 


1140. Mr. S. 0. Miira: (a) Is it a fact that in reply to the unstarred 
question No. 103 of the 28th Septemher, 1931 (regarding Government Print, 
ing Work placed with Private Presses) Mr. J. A. Shillidy stated that 
enquiries were being made? 

(6) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state whether the enquiries have been finished by this time? If so, what 
is the result of such enquiries? 

nie Honoorable Sir Joseph Bhore: I propose to deal with questions 
Nos. 196 and 197 together. The enquiries pmmised by Mr. Shillidy were 
duly completed and their result was communicated to the Honourable 
Member in the demi-official letters from the Department of Industries 
and Labour, No. A. -332, dated the 3rd and 6th October, 1931. copies of 
which were also placed in the Librarv^ of the Legislative Assembly. 

Payments made to Private Presses for Government Printing Work. 

tl97. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that in reply to the unstarred 
question No. 104, dated 28th September, 1931 (regarding payments made 
to private presses for Government printing work) Mr. J. A. Shillidy stated 
that information was being collected? If so, will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state the result of such enquiries? 

Deduction from Pay of Piece-rated Employees of the Government 

OF India Press, Calcutta. ‘ 

198. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that 10 per cent, deduction 
18 being made both from the pay of the salaried staff and from the earnings 
the piece-rated employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the daily or piece-rated employees of the Gov- 
ernment of India Press, Calcutta, are paid on the principle of “no work, no 
and “pay according to the outturn”? 

tPor answer to this qneetioa, see answer to unstarred question No. 196. 
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(■c) Is it not H lact that the piece-rated employees of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta, are not allowed the privileges of holidays on the 
bank-closing days, Sundays, etc., like the salaried stafE? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the salaried employees of the Government of 
India Press, Calcutta, are made permanent under a regular systematic rule, 
whereas there is no rule for making the temporary piece-rated employees 
permanent ? 

(^) Is it a fact that whenever any reduction, has been made in the estab- 
lishment of the (Tovernment of India Press, Calcutta^ the axe fell heavily 
on the piece-rated employees? 

(/) Do the wages of the daily or piece-rated employees come under the 
definition of pay as given in the Fundamental Eules 9(21) (a)? 

(g) If the answers to parts (a), (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons for introducing a cut in the 
earnings of the piece-rated employees on the same basis as in the pay of 
the salaried staff? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) Yes. 

(b) There are no daily paid employees in the Government of India 
Press, Calcutta. The piece -w^orkers in that press are ordinarily paid on 
the basis of their outturn but the principles mentioned are not strictly 
applied as the men are given leave wdth pay. 

(c) Piece-rated employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, 
like the salaried staff are allowed Sundays and gazetted holidays accord- 
ing to the list published annuallv in the Calcutta Gazette. 

(d) The transfer to the permanent establishment is governed by definite 
rules both in the case of salarie d hands and piece-workers in tho Calcutta 
Press. 

(e) A.; piece-workers constitute the majority of the establishment in tho 
press, any large reduction [irobably has effected them seriously ; but no 
such reduction has recently been made. 

(/) Not, unless specially classed as ‘pay’ by the Governor General in 
Council. 

(g) The (piestion whether tlic piece-workers in the Government of India 
presses should be subjected to the emerg(Micy pay (?ut of ten per ct^iit. is 
being considered by Government. 


Deduction from Pay of Ptece-hated Employees of the Governmet5t 
OF India Press, Calcutta. 

199. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the camin<?8 of the 
piece-rated employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, 
been adversely affected owing to the stoppage of payment for the 
period ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the earnings of the piece-rated employees 
the Government of India Press, Calcutta, have f^her been decreased i 



UNSTARBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWER^. 


coxnparisoia with tbeir previous earning to a considerable extent on account 
of the. abolition of the overtime system? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the deduction in the earnings of the industrial 
workers of the Kanchrapara Workshop, Bengal, Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Bailway and the South Indian Railway, has been stopped on 
the ground of their earnings being decreased considerably? 

(d) If the answers to parts (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether they contemplate to stop deduction 
in the earnings of the piece-rated employees of the Government of India 
Press Calcutta? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore:* (a) The stoppage of payment for 
meal intervals involved a deduction in the earnings. But it was introduced 
at a time when Government were granting concessions to the piece-workers- 
in other directions which in the aggregate were estimated to involve the 
disbursement of much larger sums than had formerly been paid for the 
intervals. Subsequently petitions were received in which piece-workers 
asserted that the changes made, taken together, had operated to their dis- 
advantage, and, after examination of thi* case, further concessions were 
given by Government in 1930. 

(b) I am nob clear as to what the Honourable Member means by the 
“abolition of the overtime system**. If he will specify precisely the orders 
to which it refers I shall have enquiries made. 

(c) I assume the Honourable Member is referring to the temporary 
cut in pay. In applying this cut special consideration has been shown to 
empolyecs in Kailw'ay Workshops whose normal gross earnings have been 
reduced on account of the imposition of short time working. In their case 
the aggregate of tlic deduction on account of the temporary' cut in pay 
and for short time working is not allowed to exceed their normal wages 
for 23 hours and no deduction on account of the cut in pay is made if 
the deduction for short time working is equal to or exceeds the norma] 
wages for 23 hours 

{d) Docs not arise. 

Examination op Apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

200. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please place on the table a copy 
of the communication from the Director of Ordnance Factories and 
Manufacture, No. 20230 (.M. G. 1), dated the 22nd Januan\ 1932, regarding 
arrangements for examinations of all apprentices — student and trade — 
the Rifle Factory at Ishapore? 

Mr. O. M. Toung: A copy of the letter and enclosure is reproduced 
below. 


No, 2023^ (M. a. i), flateH the 22nd January/, 1932, /rntn the Sta ff Captain to the 
Director of Ordnance Factories and Manufacture, to the Strrctnrjf, Public Service Com- 
fnuaioitt, 

J honour to forward for the information of Sir Ross Barker a copy of thf 

w tabus for Ordnance Faetbriea apprentices, with reference to Army Department Notifli- 
No. 660, dated the 19th September, 193f. 
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SviUa and RegtdaHoiM for the reoruitmtnt of apprentice* for training ittOrdnance Faetoriee, 

The candidates must possess an elementary knowledge of Dynamics, Staticst 
Mathematics up to Quadratic Equations, Elementary Trigonometry and Physics. 

The education standard which will satisfy Ordnance Factories when the candidates 
«re examined by the Public Service Commission, is detailed below : — 

McUhematic9 — 

Algebra for Beginners, by Todhunter and Lonoy, 1920 Edition^ up to Chapter 22 
together with Chapter 24. 

TrigonofTietrg — 

Plane Trigonometry, Part 1, by Loney, 1920 Edition, up to and including paragraph 
60, Chapter 4. 

Physics by Rajanikanta De — 1926 Edition. 

(a) Part I. — General Physics, complete book. 

'6' Part II. — Sound, Chapters I and 2. 

(c) Part III. —Heat, whole book* 

(d) Part IV. — Light, Chapters 1, 2, 4 and 6. 

(e) Parts V and VI. — Magnetism and Electricity up to and i ncluding Chapter 12. 

Note. — It is considered that sufficient elementary Dynamics and Statics is con- 
fined in Part I — General Physics above. 


Petition from Apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

201. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Mr. A. W. Connolly, the 
Officiating Superintendent of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore, had made 
an announcement to the apprentices of that Factory on the 26th February, 
1932, that the theoretical and laboratory classes for the apprentices in 
that Factory would be shut down with effect from the let April, 1932? 

(b) Is it a fact that the apprentices of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore 
have made a joint petition to the officiating Superintendent of that 
Factory on the 3rd ifarch, 1932, in which they have stated how cloudy 
are their future prospects and how valueless their certificates, will be 
under the new scheme? If so, will Government be pleased to state what 
action they propose to take on their petition? 

(c) Do Government propose to redress the grievances of the apprentices ? 
If 'not, why not?- 

Mr. Or. M. Toung: Inquiries are being made and a reply will be laid 
on the table in due course. 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Report on the Howard-Nixon Memorandum reoardino Financial 
Que.stions arising out op the Separation of Burma prom India. 

The Honourable Sir George Schnster (Finance Member): Sir, I beg 
to lay on the table the Eeport by the Standing Finance Committee 
Hbward-Nixoa Memorandum regarding financial questions arising out of 
the proposed separation of Burma from India. 
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JtepoTt by the Standing Finance Committee on the Howard^Nixon Memoranr 
dum regarding financial questions arising out of the proposed separation 
of Burma from India. 


The Burma Sub-Committee of the Iiound Table Conference, 1930 re- 
commended that the financial consequences of a separation of Burma from 
India should be thoroughly explored by experts of the two Governments, 
and that the statements prepared by these experts should be laid before 
the Standing Finance Committees of the Indian Legislative Assembly and 
the Burma Legislative Council respectively. A ^Memorandum on the sub- 
ject was prepared by Sir Henry Howard, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., on behalf of 
Burma, and Mr. J. C. Nixon, T.C.S., on behalf of India. 

2. In the first place, the Committee recorded that its consent to take 
the Memorandum into consideration implied no expression of any viewa 
on the merits of the question of separation as such. It merely discussed 
the financial consequences which w’ould ensue if Burma were separated 
from India. 

3. The Committee has felt some difficulty in performing the task allotted 
to it owing to the highly technical nature of many of the issues which are 
involved. For this reason and also because it has had no opportunity of 
hearing arguments on the other side it has been reluctant to express final 
views. Moreover it strongly supports the view expressed by the Govern- 
ment of India in their despatch on Constitutional Reforms of September 
20. 1920, that the main issues should be submitted to an Arbitral Tribiunal. 

The Committee wishes its expressions in this report to be interpreted 
in the light of the foregoing observations. Such expressions must be 
regarded essentially as advice to the Government of India as to the manner 
in which the case sliould be argued from the Indian side, and not necessarily 
as indicating that this Committee would not consider acceptable any other 
solutions than those which it has indicated. 

4. Ourrency (paragraphs fi — 17), — The Committee was generally of opinion 
that it would be to the miituaJ advantage of both countries for Burma to 
retain the same currency as India. Certain members considered that until 
Burma had discharged all its debt to India. India should have the right to 
insist on Burma s not changing its ciurrency system. The Committee pre- 
ferred not to express an opinion on the three alternative methods suggested 
in paragraph 9 for the management of Indian Currency in Burma, as it 
anticipated that a Central Bank would have been established before the 
issue arose. Certain members thought how^ever that if a choice had to be 
made, then the agency of the Imperial Bank of India would be the best. 
The Committee preferred not to express a fiual opinion as to w^hether 
Burma {vide paragraph 8) should or should not be left responsible for its 
own sterling remittance arrangoments, the essential point being that In^a 
should be safeguarded against its own financial or currency position being 
weakened by the conduct of finance in Burma. 

The Committee agreed that if Burma retained the use of Indian 
currency, it should be permitted to participate in an Indian State or Central 
Bank when instituted. The Committee considered that the conditions 
proposed in paragraph 10 in case Burma continued to remain within the 
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Indian currency system were suitable and sufficient from India’s point of 
view'. As the Committee had not contemplated Burma's introducing its 
own currency, it expressed no opinion in regard to the circumstances (given 
in paragraphs 12 — 17) which should accompany any such contingency. It 
held however that Burma would have to give India adequate notice of any 
such intention, the period of notice to depend on the circumstances at the 
time. 

5. Public Debt (paragraphs 18 — 49). — The Committee was of opinion 
that, assuming present conditions to continue, rupee and sterling obliga- 
tions and values should be converted at the rate of 1«. 6d. to the rupee. 
It considered that the Government of India should reserve the right to 
require Burma to discharge a proper part of its liabilities to India in 

, sterling in London. 

6. The Committee agreed {vide paragraph 27) that “allocated" debt 
liabilities, i.e., liabilities referable to particular assets, should be appor- 
tioned between India and Burma according to the location of the corre- 
sponding assets. It rejected unconditionally Sir Henry Howard's conten- 
tion (contained in Annexure E) that the liability exhibited in the public 
accounts as .allocated to Bailways should be increased by about Es. 39 
crores representing the amount of specific "railway debt" already redeemed. 
The Committee also accepted the view (paragraph 28) that Burma should 
become directly responsible for certain debt liabilities referable geographi- 
cally to Burma. 

7. In reg.ard to the "unallocated" debt, amounting on 31st March, 
1980 to Es. 226 crores, the Committee agreed that India should assume 
liability for the sum shown in the public accounts ns due to the construe 
tion of New' Delhi (Annexure G and para. 33;. It observed however thcot 
India would be theoretically justified in demanding that an adjustment 
should be made at valuation instead of on cost figures. For the somewhat 
similar item involved in the Bombay Military Lands Scheme the Com- 
mittee held that India should press for an adjustment at valuation and not 
at cost. The attitude of the Government of India in regard to both these 
items should however be dependent on .satisfactory solutions being come to 
in regard to other parts of the settlement. 

8. The Committee* was not in a position to arrive at any definite con- 
clusion on the question whether it is possible {vide paragraph 30) to make 
a historic analysis of the elements composing the public debt in order to 
calculate Burma's liability to India in the matter of so-called "unproduc- 
tive" debt. If it were proved that such an analysis (which many mem- 
bers would otherwise favour) is impossible, the Committee agreed that a 
composition on the lines set out in the Memorandum appeared to bo the 
only possible course. A settlement on this question, as indeed on a num- 
ber of other important questions, should be dependent on the settlement 
as a whole being on satisfactory lines. 

9. On the assumption expressed in the last paragraph, the Committee 
approved of the plan proposed in the Memorandum for dividing the re- 
maining "unallocated" debt (paragraphs 35 — 38). For the purpose of 
calculating the ratio it held that figures for Thathemeda and Capitation 
Tax should not be excluded (Annexure I). The Committee considered 
however that India could press for the elimination of figures for opium 

•Mr. B. Siiaramarp.jii wanted it recorded that he thought that a historical 
analysui was possible. 
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receiptSi but in that case it agreed that there was force in Sir Henry 
Howard's claim to have Excise receipts in Burma adjusted. As the 
margin shown in para. 7, Annexure I of the Memorandum between these 
relative contentions was small the Committee thought that the Govern- 
ment of India should be prepared to accept a compromise on the point. 

10. The Committee accepted the suggested manner of calculating the 
rate of interest payable by Burma on its debt to India (paragraphs 42 — 44 
and Annexures K and L). It hold emphatically that Burma’s debt 
charges to the Government of India should in the Act of Separation be 
made a statutory first charge on the revenues of Burma. It was not 
prepared to recommend the suggested repayment of principal at the rate 
of one crore a year as adequate. As a general principle it considered that 
the figure should be fixed in relation to the benefit which the revenues of 
Burma would receive on separation, having regard to the rates of taxation 
prevailing at the time. 

11. Pensions. — The Committee remarked that it would be convenient 
to both Governments if the liability for old Family Pension Funds 
(Annexure J) could be capitalised, and advised the Government of India 
to pursue the matter and attempt to find a sufficiently accurate basis for 
the purpose. It held the same view in regard to the other pensionary 
liabilities which, according to the proposals, would have to be shared, 
and r(?commondod that the Government of India should explore the practi 
cability of a reasonably accurate manner of capitalising these also. 

12. The Committee strongly supported the view expressed by Mr. 
Nixon in paragraph 70 of the Memorandum in regard to Burma’s full 
liability for “live” pensions. 

IB. The Committee supported also the corresponding claim on Burma 
(paragraph 78) in the matter of “part-earned” pensions. It considered 
the suggestion of Mr. Nixon in paragraphs 78 — 81 of the Memorandum that 
this claim of India on Burma should he set off against Burma’s claim on 
India for a share of the general immovable property of the Government of 
India situated outside Burma. The Committee considered that the case 
on behalf of India should be argued on the following lines. All transac- 
tions financed in the past from revenue resources or such like and carry- 
ing no present liabilities sho\ild be regarded as finally closed. The Gov- 
ernment of India in the past has been responsible for weighing the various 
claims arising against the joint revenues of India and Burma and for 
applying these fairly and in the interests of India and Burma as a whole. 
In this view, Burma would have no claim on India for a share in these 
assets. If this is so, then the claim of India on Burma for part-earned 
pensions amounting to something liki* Its. 4^ crores to Bs. crores would 
have no specific counterclaim to balance it and should be taken into account 
in the general settlement. 

14. Leave credits (paragraph 84). — The Committee considered that 
India should formulate a specific claim against Bunna for unexpended 
leave credits carried over by the joint staff at the time of separation, 

15. Military chargee (paragraphs 117 — 120). — It is of course accepted 
that Burma must bear the cost of any military gaiTison to be maintained 
in Burma and that this garrison must bo maintained at sufficient strength 
to provide for all the normal requirements of Bunna. The Committee, 
particularly having regard to the uncertainty as to the future constitu- 
tional position in the matter of the defence of India, did not feel able to 
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make any final recommendation on the wider issue as to whether b^ond 
this Burma ought to contribute to the general cost of the Army to bo 
maintained in India, but it recognised that there might be grounds on 
which such a contribution might be demanded. 

16. TarUb (paragraph 124). — The Committee was of opinion that the 
two countries would find it to their mutual advantage to preserve free 
trade between each other in all indigenous articles and products, subject 
to the observation that it is understood that India would in the future 
replace by import duties the existing excise duties on such part of Burma’s 
production of articles at present excisable, such as oils and silver, as may 
be consumed in India. 

17. Other matters. — Consistent with their other views, the Committee 
considered that the general fraction determining the division of “unpro- 
ductive” debt and pensionary liabilities should govern the apportionment 
of reparation receipts (paragraph 116) and of the payment on account of 
the British Navy (paragraph 121). 

GEOEGE SCHUSTEE. 

G. MOEGAN. 

B. SITABAMABAJU, 

HAKBILAS SARDA.* 

E. S. SARMA. 

ARTHUR MOORE. 

ABDUL QAIYUM. 

S. C. MUKHEEJEE. 

ZIAUDDIN AHMAD. 

MUHAMMAJ) MUAZZAM. 

S. R. PANDIT. 

.TAG AN NATH AGGAEWAL.* 

HARBANS' SINGH. 

GAYA PRASAD SINGH.* 

8. G. JOG. 

New Delhi; 

The 3rd March, 1932. 
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As to paragraph 8, we are not at all satisfied with the way in which 
the question of the allocation of the so-called ‘‘Unproductive’* debt be- 
tween India and Burma has been settled. It is based on the assumption 
that it is not possible to have a historic analysis of the elements composing 
this unproductive debt or to prepare a debtor and creditor account between 
India and Burma from the earliest years. We quite realise that a strict 
creditor and debtor account may not be available, but some of the out- 
standing features can give sufficient data for an approximate calculation. 

It is possible, for example, to estimate the cost of the 3 Burmese Wars 
which was borne by the Indian Exchequer, and an approximate idea of 
the same is given in the “note of the Financial Transaction between India 
and Burma” appended to the report prepared by Mr. Nixon. According 
to this note, the cost of the first Burmese War was between five and 
fifteen million pounds, the second Burmese War about one million pounds, 
and the third Burmese War between four to six crores of rupees. It will 
be possible for an arbitral tribunal to arrive at a satisfactory figure between 
these various extremes. As the Indian Exchequer has borne the cost of 
all wars waged by the East India Company or the Indian Government in 
India and sometimes even outside India it is only fair that the Burma should 
bear this part of the burden. Next it must be remembered that Burma 
must have been a deficit Province for a large number of years and its 
Railways had been running at a loss till recently, an attempt should be 
made to find out to what extent the Indian Exchequer has contributed 
to the financial position of Burma. 

2. As to paragraph 15, we w’ould like to add that the present strength 
of the Army in India is based on the need of protecting the land frontiers 
of the country as also for maintaining internal security. If Burma with 
its large land frontier and its wdde area were to cut itself aw’ay from 
India, there must be a contribution by Burma towards maintaining the 
present strength of the Army, or, the strength of the Army should be 
proportionately reduced. It cannot be maintained that the Army should 
continue at its present strength and the component parts of the Empire 
should be at liberty to cut themselves off from it. This will be placing a 
premium on separation. We do not think it necessary to go into any 
greater detail about the various other questions raised in the memorandiun 
and about which final conclusions for reasons mentioned therein have not 
been arrived at. 

HARBTLAS SARDA. 
JAGANNATH AGGARWAL. 

GAYA PRASAD SINGH. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Loader of the House): With your 
permission. Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the probable course 
of Government business in the week beginning March, the 2l8t, Monday, 
libe 2l8t and Tuesday, the 22nd, bring gazetted holidays, the House will 
not sit. The Housp will sit for tho transaction of Government business 
on Wednesday, the 28rd and Thursday, the 24th. The first business on 
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Wednesday, the 23rd will be the elections to the Standing lEHnance Com- 
mittee and the Standing Committee on Emigration. We shall then pro- 
ceed with the Legislative programme in the order indicated below : 

(1) A motion for leave to introduce a Bill to establish a Medical Coun- 
cil in India and to provide for the maintenance of a British Indian Medical 
Eegister. It is hoped on a later date in the Session to make a motion that 
this Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

(2) Motions to take into consideration and pass the Bill to extend the 
operation of the Salt (Additional Import Duty) Act, 1931. 

^ (3) Completion of the consideration, to be followed by a motion for 
passing, the Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1930, as reported by the Select Committee. 

(4) Motions to take into consideration and pass the Bill to provide 
against the publication of statements likely to promote unfriendly relations 
between His Majesty’s Government and the Governments of Foreign 
States, as reported by the Select Committee. 

(5) Motions to take consideration and pass the Bill to provide for the 
fostering and development of the sugar industry in British India, as 
reported by the Select Committee. 

(6) Motions to take into consideration and pass the Bill to ])rovide for 
the administration and discipline of the Indian Air Force, as reported by 
the Select Committee. 

(7) Motions to take into consideration and pass the Bill to provide 
funds to enable Government to continue wireless broadcasting in India. 

(8) Motions to take into consideration and f)ass the Bill to validate 
certain suits relating to public matters, as passed by the Council of State. 

(9) Motions to take into consideration and pass the Bill further to 
amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for a certain purpose, as passed 
by the Council of State. 

(10) Motion to take into consideration the amendments made by tbe 
Council of State in the Bill to define and amend the law relating to 
partnership. 

(11) Motions to refer to Select Committee : 

(i) The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill, 

(ii) The Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill, 

(ill) The Indian Medical Council Bill. 

The other items of business outstanding are a Resolution in the name 
of Sir Joseph Bhore in connection with the Hoad Fund, and a motion by 
&*ir George Schuster to take into consideration the Thiport of the Standing 
Finance Committee on the Howard-Nixon Report. 

On Thursday, the 24th, the House, after completing the election 1^ 
(1) the Puhlie, Aceonnts Committee, and (2) the Railway Standing Finance 
Committee, will proceed with the business entered on the Agenda Pap^r 
of tho previous day and not concluded on that day. 

Friday and Sjiturday, th(? 25th and 2Cth March, being gazetted 
days, the House will not sit. 



STATEUBNT OF BUSINESS. 


I desire, Sir, at this stage to intimate that in the e^^rent Of the afore- 
nentioned business not being completed by the evening of the 24th 
Vfarch, we shall desire you to make a direction that the House shall sit 
n the week beginning the 28th March. Monday, the 28th March, being 
I gazetted holiday, we shall ask for your direction, Sir, that the House 
shall sit on Tuesday, the 29th, Wednesday, the 30th and Thursday, the 31st 
March. We have every hope. Sir, that the business of the session will be 
concluded by that date, but should we be disappointed it will be necessary 
for us to move you to make a further direction. 


ELECTION OF MEMBEliS TO THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 

COMMITTEE. 

The 'Honourable Sir CiBorge Schuster (Finance Member); Sir, I beg to 
move ; 

“That the non-official Members of the Assembly do proceed to elect, in the manner 
required by rale 51 of the -Indian Legislative Rule's* four Mcintei:-; to he Members of the 
Committee on Public Accounts in place of Mr. S. C. Mitra, Kunnar Hajte J^nail Ali 
Khan, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Roddi and Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah, who have retired 
in accordance with sub-rule (4) of the same rule.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that for the purpose 
of election of Members to the. Public Accounts Committee, the Assembly 
0fViC(» will bo open to receive nominations up to 12 noon on Monday, the 
21st March and that the election, if neccssa]y% will take place in this 
Chamber on Thursday, the 24th Mandi, 1932. Tlie election wdll be con- 
ducted in accordance with the principlo of proportional representation by 
means of the single transforabh* vote. 


THE GENERAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS— co?ifd. 

— Dkm.wd No. 28 — Exhcutive Council — concld , 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir lb -ahim Rahimtoola) ; Before 
taking up further consideration of Demands for Grants, the Chair would 
like to inform Honourabh' ^lembers that in aecordanee with the arrange- 
ment which was agreed to by the House, the first four days have been 
oeeupiod with token motions intended for the purpose of censure. The 
remaining two days, today and tomorrow, have been reserved for t‘conoinv 
cuts, and the Chair holds in its hands a long list of agreed motions which 
are to ho ])ut before the House for the purpose of effecting economy. 
In that list the Chair notices a motion No. 22 which is obviously a token 
cut for the purpose of censure. Aeeording to the arrangement agre^ to 
no token cuts can be taken up during those two days. The Chair how- 
ever wishes to infonn Honourable Members that if it is the unanimous 
desire of the House that the original arrangement arrived at should bo 
varied to that extent and that the Chair should allow one more token cut 
to be discussed today, — na the first motion in continuation of the^ 
tour days, — ^then the Chair will raise no objection to such modification of 
the original arrangement, and would call upon the Honourable Member, 
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Mr. B. Das, to move his token cut. The Chair would like to ask Ho^iour* 
able Members to state whether they desire such modification of the 
original arrangement. 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 

Mr. President: Then it cannot be moved. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : May I inquire if it 
will come up in its order? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola): Even then 
it is a token cut and is in conflict with the arrangement arrived 
at. I should like to inform the Honourable Member that the 
Chair could have refused to allow any further token cuts as not 
being in consonance with the arrangement previously arrived at, but 
the Chair did not wish to do so. The Chair wanted to give the House an 
opportunity of modifying the arrangement and to take up the Honourable 
Member's token cut now, but the House wishes to adhere to the arrange- 
ment which it unanimously arrived at, and the Chair cannot therefore 
help the Honourable Member. 

Mr, B. Das: Sir, may 1 point out that a majority of the House, in- 
cluding the Covernnient side, the Nationalist Party and the Independent 
Party are agreeabh* to it? 

Mr. President: The (’hair has put the matter to the House and it »s 
clear that the House is not practically unanimous in favour of the pmposed 
modification. 

The question is: 

“ That a sum not Hs. H4,800 granted to the Governor General in Council 

to defray the charges which will come i n eour.so of payment during the year ending the Slat 
day of March, 1932, in respect of ‘ Executive Council 

The motion was adopted. 

Dem.\nd No. 16 — Customs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, T beg 
to move: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs, 60.34,000 be grunti'd to the Governor Genernl in 
Council to defray the charges which will eorne in course of payn.ent during the year ending 
the 3l8t day of March, 1932, in resjieet of ‘ Customs *.** 

Instifficieni Economy effected by Government under Guatoma. 

Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 

I move : 

“ That the Demand under the head “ Customs “ be redueed by Rs. 6,57,000 **. 

In moving thiw economy cut, I wish to state certain general considora- 
tions which apply not only to this motion, but also to the other motions 
that will follow. The amount that is mentioned here is the difference 
between the amount of economy recommended by the General 
Sub-committee and the amount accepted by the Government hitherto. The 
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general position, Sir, so far as the proposals of economy are concerned, is 
this. The General Purposes Committee appointed to deal with the civil 
departments recommended, according to the summary given by the Gov- 
ernment at page 77, a sum of Es. 4,11,09,000; and the amount which the 
Government have so far been able to accept i 9 Es. 2,48,97,000, or nearly 
crores. Tluire is thus a gap of lis. 1,62,12,000. The total economy 
cuts effected by the Government both under the heads retrenchment and 
cuts in pay in the civil and military departments amount to 
]\s. 1 1, or), 00, ()()(). So far the ecoiioinic^s that the (Jovernment propos-e to 
effect both in tin* civil and in the military departments arc a great advance 
upon what they tliought was ])ossihIe at this time last year. At this time 
last year the Government thought that it would not be possible to accept a 
cut or to effect economies i»vou to th(‘ extent of 2 crores; and the Honf^e 
will remeinher what a struggle there was between this side of tlie House 
and the Government Benehes on thin point. Sir, we feel that the Gov- 
ernnient have hetui able to advan(*e in the matter of econoniv to a fairly 
substantial hut we also feel. — at least all the non-oflieial groups 

including the Kurop(*aii (Iroiip — that thert* is room for further economy 
both on till* civil and on the military side, more on the military than on the 
civil, naturally, iu'cause the Military Budget is tlie much heavier Biidg<*t. 
Tlic Honourable tin* linance Member has told the llonst* more than once 
with emphasis that hi^ is prepared to go on pursuing all possibilities of 
furtlii'r cM'onomy and will iiot rest satisfie<l until everything ban been done 
that is possible in that connec tion. Sir, we accept that assurance. All 
that We jye seeking at present is not to make u}) the deticiency that there 
is aeeonling to tin* eoinmittee‘s‘ proposals and a(*cording to what is the 
dcmanel of tliis side oi the* House*, having ri'gard te^ what has hee.*n done so 
far by tbe*i ( lovi'rnmnit because*, the anunmt e>f 48 lakhs is the* total amenmt 
of e‘ce)noniies which I'oulel he effeeted if all the amounts that are* on the 
nge*nda ai'e* accept i*d by the* Governnituit. That amounts only to 48 lakhv. 
It is far short t*vi'n of the* difference* betwea*!! the i^rope'vsals eff the (h*neral 
Pur[)i)se.^s Sub-Gominitti'i* aiiel the* acce*ptance's e»f the^ ( ie>ve.*rnment . The 
ditfe‘rc*ne‘e'‘ is. as I have said, 1624 lakhs; but as tlu* He)use is aware, it is 
not possibK* ie^r us tei make \ip the* total ame>unt. as a ge)oe] portiv)n of the 
Budget is non-ve^tt'd. 'r]i(*refore*. we"* have to he* satislieel u ith nun'ing such 
uiotK.ns as are periiiissihle wnthin the limits of the voted grants under the 
different heads. l'he*refr>rt* if we sneeeed in t*arrving this motic>n and other 
similar inotie)ns tliat are on tlu* list, we shall only he able to effect eco- 
nomies to tile' extent ol 48 lakhs anel no more; and there is another difficult v 
in which we are ]daeecl by reason e^f the fact that ])orti()ns of the Demands 
in the Budget are veited and other portums are non-voti*el ; that to sav. 
wo cannot in most eases lay oiir finger on tlu^ partie'ular aetivitrt's or the 
personnel which in our opiniem ought to be retreiu*beel. We have* therefore 
0 make a lump (*ut of the highest figure tliat is availaiilt* anel leave* it to 
/ ^ GnvernTm*nt to distribute* the ee^einomies in tin* lu'st wav po$<sible 
‘According to the roeomiivendations made by di{Tere*nt 8ul)-Coinmittees. 

I have mentioned tliat at tliis time last year Government were not 
prepared even to reduce the Budget by the very modi'vato demand that we 
•‘Ido at the time; our demand then was noeossarily moderate, because we 
^ a not an opportunity of s-tudying the Budget : we have been able to do 
had various sub-committees; and the (^lovomment themselves 

been ui question in the manner in which we have 

able to do under the advice and directions of the Government. The 

C 
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financial position of the Government has been getting steadily worse for 
some time past. When the General Purposes Sub-Committee and the 
other Sub-Committees sat, the financial position was very acute and we 
were advised by the Honourable the Finance Member, who himself is the 
> Chairman of the main Retrenchment Committee, that we should effect as 
much economy as was possible. He was also good enough to give us a 
rough estimate of what he thought was possible in the Demands under 
the purview of the General Purposes Sub-Committee ; and I take it that he 
gave similar estimates to other Sub-Committees. We went to work on 
that basis, and as I have informed the House, our Committee went as 
carefully as they could upon the materials and evidence at our disposal, 
through all the " different items of expenditure, and we came to certain 
conclusions which are embodied in the two reports, and we also gave the 
Honourable the iFinanoe Member our recommendations as regards the 
Foreign and Political Department, with respect to which we have not been 
able to complete our report so far. The General Purposes Sub-Committeo, 
for which I am in a special position to speak, consisted of members selected 
from all parts of the House, and also an Honourable Member of the 
Council of State and further of two distinguished public men from, outside, 
the late Mr. K. C. Roy who had special experience of the working of the 
various departments of the Government of India and a very intimate 
knowledge of the composition and history of those departments, and 
Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar, who was a Member of this House some time 
ago and who is well Icnox^Ti as a politician of distinction. Business 
experience was very well represented by the Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala 
Ram Saran Das, who carries on a large business in the Punjab and else- 
W'here, and ilr. Ramsay Scott, a member of the European Group. Wp 
had also the advantage of at least two gentlemen with experience of ad- 
ministration in the provinces, Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda and Khan 
Bahadur Wilayatullah. Then we had alfo as our colleagues my friends 
Sir. S. C. Mitra and Mian Shah Nawaz. I may fniy that the Honour- 
able the Finance Membc*r will be surprised to loam that some of these 
gentlemen had as intimate a knowlrdfire of tlio official arrangimienf s in tho 
Government of India as any official hims<*lf. And last, but not lcaF#t, we 
had the advantage of ha\nng as one of our members, Mr. Nixf)n. a re- 
presentative of tho Finance Department and 1 may tell the House that 
Mr. Nixon is a man who ahvay<; speaks out plainly his# views, and he travp 
us a great deal of infonnation on the subjects of our inquiry. did not 
mince words in representing tho official views and what tho officials consi- 
dered to be their difficulties wdh respect to certain n'comnicndations that 
we miglit make. We had of course to examim* official witnesses, 
representatives of departments, and one or two mornhtTs of tho public who 
had experience of certain departments and who were in a special position 
to f4jK‘ak of them, — men like Sir Ghunilal Mehta for instance. Sir, the 
conviction that was forced upon us after our inqinr>* was that in most 
departments there waft over staffing and that there was considi'rnblc room 
for retrenchment of staff without in any way impairing the efficiency of 
the departments, and that exactly correapondft with the general impression 
of the public, not only the Indian but the European public as well, as to 
the composition of the departments of the Government of India. 
friend on the otbor side said that there are certain phrases current 
the administration Is top-heavy and phrases of like charactff»r. Theio phrases 
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are not without meaning. This is still the conviction of every one on this 
‘side of the House, and I shall be very much surprised if that is not al&o 
the opinion of many 'officials themselves, that the departments are in, many 
cases fbp-heavy. 

Now, Sir, our investigations disclosed that the general impression that 
j)revails in the country is thoroughly well founded, and if we have made 
proposals for retrenchment, we have done so with the full knowledge and 
conisciousness of our responsibility in the matter, even though are non- 
offieials, fully aware of the responsibility that rented upon us not to make 
recommendations which W'ould in any way impair the efficiency of the 
working of the various departments of the Government of India. All our 
desire has been throughout, 1 can assure Sir George Schuster, to ?<trengthen 
his hands so as to enable him to convince his colleagues in the Gove.mment 
of India that there is^ room for economy, and he well knows what dire 
necessity there is for effe<iting economy in the administration of the Gov- 
ernment of India. It wdll not be possible for us in moving these motions 
to discuss every demand at length or fully, and I submit to the House, it 
is not necessary that wc should do so, because we have before us the 
heports of the different Committees. They had the time and the opportun- 
ity to study these Reports, and the Government have been good enough 
to supply us w'ith a summary of the results of their deliberations, how 
much they have been able to accept so far and how much is under 
conHidcration and what particular recommendations they have rejected. 
They have also given their reasons for rejecting some of our recommenda- 
tions. The House is in full possession of all that information, and it 
would be fflinply waste of time if we were to discuss the whole matter once 
again on the floor of the House. 

Now, Sir, I come to this particular motion, and I will just make one 
or two observations regarding this dejmand. I wish to assure Honourable 
Members, especially my friend Sir Henry Gidney, that there i» nothing 
about the Customs Department which particularly appeals to me. I m;ido 
it a point not to look at the personnel of the different branches though we 
were supplied with the information, because some Sleinbers wanted 
naturally to know what w'as the pay and the strength of the. department and 
also how it was composed. I assure the House tliat so far ns I was con- 
cerned, I had not the time to look at the co»nposition of particuljvr depart- 
ments. That did not form the haF#is of our rec'ommcndations in any way. 
Sir, as regards Customs, we. were fully aware that this department was 
engaged in collecting revenues for the Government, and if we made any 
recommendations to retrench the staff wliicdi would interfere with that 
collection, then of course such a proposition Government couhi n<'>t accept, 
but to the best of our judgment we studiously avoidt'd making any such 
recommendation. As regards this lakhs, a good portion it consist:^ of 
what are (*alled overtime allowances and penalty fees. That subject has 
'dready boon discussed and I only want to point out this that having regard 
the nature of the work which these Customs officers perforin, be they 
Anglo-Indians or Indians, it makes no difference, they an' vor\' much over- 
paid. It nxust be romemhered that then' are shu'k season<< and busv 
Swensons, and in slack seasons naturally the preventive >4aff has a slack 
time: hut then suddenly sometimes boats come in and some of the 
wierehnnts want their cargoes cleared without delav. whether it be a Sunday 
ft special holiday or it is night, and the men'h.ants are quite willing to 
pay what are cftlled overtime fees. Then a portion of the Customs* staff 

02 
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IS requisitioned to perform these duties, — ^it may be at night, say for four 
five or six hours, — but our case is that it is part of their duty to perform 
that work without any extra payment. They must be prepared wnen the 
busy time comes on to work beyond the ordinary allotted oltice hours. 
That is the position. 

Then, Sir, the ofiietrs of the Customs Department of various classes are 
distinctly better paid than men in the provincial services who do the same 
class of 'work and are drawn from the class of people with similar, if not 
better, educational qualifications. We know what the responsibilities of tlie 
police officers are in the provinces. If you compare the salary of the Customs 
officers doinj* a particular kind of work, for instance the preventive work, 
witli the salaries of j^rovincial officers of the police doing similar work, 
you will find that tlu^ Customs officers are distinctly better off, and yet in 
tile Police Department there is no such question as overtime payment. 
The. Inspectors and Sub- Inspectors of Police are frequently called on at 
anj' time of the day <^r night, and they have to go and investigate cases 
. iLc tpel, and s-ane of tluaii have tt> do preventive work more or less 
. da' same class as work in tlie. (histoms Department. As a matter of 
fact, thcie ir> no doubt that pi>lice officers in the porvinces have to work 
under far more arduous, difficult and risky conditions than the Customs 
12 ^oos I'ake the preventive Inspector r>f Customs : his s.il.in 

is Jls. .IT.*), some men get special pa\ . Let me taki' (’aleiiltii, 
where the (’ustoms offict*rs also work. The Inspectors of l^)li(^* tluMv od, 
Rs. ITT) to Pis. .‘ItK). So, then' is a very good margin, and ilie (hi.stoins 
officers are very much hotter off. The appraisers get Rs. ‘Jod to Hs. fuf). 
whereas the Sub-Inspectors of Police* get. I think. Rs. IHO in (’alculta miuI 
Rs. 100. in th(‘ Delhi cit\. Look at this difference in pay. (Lirid.- 
Colonel fiir Hennj Girlnej/: **l<; that the police pay?’’) Yes. and I jun 
giving the figures from the (‘ivil liist*. The.se overtime fees, pi-nalty fees, 
or whatevi’r you call them, — they imdoiil)tedly belong to ( lovernnuiil. 
The Government distributes them tn the offii*ers tliat work tliere, and also 
partly to c< rtain clubs and instifiifes in which flu* seamen are inlertsfcil— 
recreation clubs, soaincu’s institutes and so on. Tliese fi*cs funnunted in 
19B1-32 to Rs. 12 lakhs. What(*ver might have been the origin of tho 
practice, whatever rniglit have l)(*en their justification in easy financial 
days, wc have? to consider whether in these liard times when Gov(‘niin« nt 
are reduced to such straits w(* slionkl not bo justified in asking Govern- 
ment not to give away the whofi. #,f it. Wo only suggested that, linvini: 
regard to the practice that has prevailed and the expectations wliich h.avo 
naturally fonnod themselves in the mind.s of tlio people, lot them havr 
half, and let the other half go to the public exchequer. 0?ily ^fr. Rrme-iy 
Scott, one of the members, held th.at he would be s.atisfied if 25 per ( • nt 
was taken by the treasury to begin with, and then afterwards tlio propnr- 
tion might be increased in favour of Government. What, is the alfenin- 
tive that we have been faced with by the present financial position? 'Tnj 
altemutivo is a crushing burden of taxation woigbing beavily and 
injurionrlv on industries, commerce, trade, and even on men of the smnlicf^ 
means. Kven the veriest poor have to nav additional taxation, lu 
clrcurrjst.nTiCcs can it be said that oiir demand that 50 per cent, of tne*’ 
fees which hck,no fo thr* ^mvernment. should he appropriated hy Govern 

inent. is unTf c.' onable? That is the gifit of our recommendations so 
as these overtimf allowances are concerned. The total Demand ^ 
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Customs is about Kb. 90 lakhs, and what we are proposing now is that that 
pemand should be reduced by Rs. 6 lakhs. Surely, it cannot be said that 
this is unreasonable. If the Finance Member could satisfy the House 
that the financial distress is gone, that we are really on better days, and 
revenue will be coming in now much faster than it has been doing for the 
last two or three years, then other considerations might arise. Eut I 
submit that at present there is really no room for choice, and I therefore 
coinniend to the consideration of the House the motion which stands in 
niy name. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President : Motion moved : 

That tho DeinatKi under the head ‘ CuHtoins * reduced by Ks. e.i’iT.tyrO.'" 

Sir Hugh Cocke (Bombay: European): 1 was a little alarmed when 
1 got this list (jf cuts, having regard to the largeness of the figures, but 
1 now understand that they are really put up from the point of principle, — 
that (A)miniltees of this House which went into retrenchment last year 
witli great care made certain recommendations, and Government not 
having accepted those recommendations in full, these cuts are put down 
to reiu’cseul th(‘ difference between what was recommended by the Com- 
mittees and what was accepted by the <lovcnnnent. Therefore, on that 
point, I think as a matter of priiieiplc one can make no complaint. The 
Honourable the Mover has covered a large field in his remarks, and we are 
in(i(‘bted to him not only his great services last year on the Retrench- 
ment C\>mmilt4‘e, which 1 think this House appreciates very much (Cheers), 
but also for i»ressing home the recommendations that have been made. 
There is no gtwxl having retrenelnnent committees unless you stand firm 
:uul pri'^s the recnjimieiulations home, subject, of course, to Government 
Mitistyiiig us, if tlu»v can, tlial they have not been able to accept all the 
re(T)iriiMemlati(Uis nin<h\ And putting down these cuts in this form does 
give tlie ( i(»v»u’iiinent an opportunity of t<‘lling us why it has not been 
pf'ssihle to acee])( the cuts. We have been told that Government in the 
a^go'gate have acci-ptod about 87 per cent. I am inclined to think that 
lh:it is fairlv good. Certainly, in business if you write to your agent and 
tell liiiii h(' has got to cut <lown his telegram expenses from Rs. 10,000 to 
Hs. a.oOO. you natinally demand something more than he can achieve, and 
if he cuts down the rxpense by one-fourth when you asked for half, you will 
prol»al)|\ l)c salislied uku'c <t less in the end. But iny particular reason 
lor rising now is to ask (lovernmout to explain to the House very care- 
hilly why t’hey liavi' not heoft able to meet all the recommendations made. 
Taking the items under Customs, there are six items, and in si'veral of 
lh‘‘Tn thr ( lovtn-niiienl havt* accepted practically the whole of the recom- 
mendations inaili'. In two cases thev have not done so. T think it is not 
fcr u.s to do th(‘ talking today; certainly not until we have heard the 
(lovt rninent. W(‘ want the Government to explain. T hope Customs will 
not take the whole day. and T think we should he able to get on to other 
items. I do hope, that Government will give us their reasons for not having 
accepted the recommendations of tho Committee. 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon (Government of India: Nominated Official): The 
■Honourable tho Leader of the European Grou]> pointed out that this motion 
ns been raised as a matter of principle : and the principle that tha Honour- 
able the Mover is attempting to get the House to agree to is really this, that, 
^nen the Government have appointed a committee of the nature of these 
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Betrenchmeut Committees, it should, without further examination, accept 
that Committee's recommendations ipso facto. The Honourable the Mover 
of. this motion is putting forward that point of view now, as he put it 
forward in some of the introductory remarks to one of his Committee's 
reports, where he held that tlui Government wasted time and money in 
going over the various recommendations of Committees which they "had 
appointed, and in endeavouring to give effect to them. He held, in practi- 
cally these* words, that Government should, after they appointed their 
Committees, acei'pt their recommendations ipso facto. At the same time, 
I may point out to you, Sir, and to the House that he made a similar 
charge against Government in regard to their treatment of their beads of 
departments and subordinate officers. The Committee said: 


“We are convinced that supervision and co-ordination is generally very much over- 
done in the Government of India. What is elearly noedf'd is greater reliiineo on the sense of 
responsibility of the various units of administration.’' 


That is to say, tin* Committee also asked Govenunenl to give more weight 
to the advici* and recommendations of their departmental heads. The 
recommendations of the Relr^ntdimcixt Committees were in the normal 
course referred to the heads of the various departments, wlio gave the 
Government of India their careful opinions in the maltcr. Where the 
opinions of those heads of departments and the opinions expressed by the 
various Tiotrenchmont Committees varied, the General Retrenchment Couu 
mittee oniitted to lay down the principle according to which Government 
should proc(‘ed. lii the Iuuts of things. Govi‘rnment have, to some extent. 
unfortunat(*ly, had to follow one of the principles laid down by the General 
Purposes Piotrenchinent Sub-Committee, and they have had to lay a very 
considerable amount of n‘lianee on the opinions expressed by tin* heads 
of the various departnu'nts ; and after all, Sir, it seems to me that any 
body which claims such jurisdiction as the Hom»ural)le the !Movi*r of tliis 
Resolution is claiming is going beyond anything that any Government, 
either democratic or constitutional or otherwise, could ever possibly admit. 
It is g<'ing a long way beyond what a legally constituted court of law would 
ask for. I think the meml)f*rs of our Committee \vould acknowdedge that 
in many cases tlnj\ had had to frame the charges against their accused 
after the evidence had been recorded and after the accused had gone. 
Therefore, contrary to some part of the procediiro in courts of law. the 
accused had not. before our Comniittef'S an opportunity of answering tli:* 
charges tliaf were levelled against them. Yet despite that, the Honour- 
able the Mover of this motion suggests that there should he no court of 
appeal. Not onlv does ho urge the Government to earrv out retrenchment 
to the last anna of the recommendations \vhieh the various Cominitti'c^ 
made and exactly along those lines, but as far as T was able to judgi* from 
various (‘X?m*ssions used by Honourable Members sitting in his neigh- 
bourhood. lie and tliey objected to Government conducting rotreiudimcnl 
and ohtainim/ economies in any other dir(*ctions. This, Sir, T suggest. 
a state of things which no Government, either the present or the fnturc. 
will b,. ahli- :iC(‘ept. 

The Honourable the Leader of the European ‘Group has invited Govein 
ment to examine the actual sjiroposals of the Retrenchment Commntccs 
and to state tlv differences & opinion between Government on 
hand and fhe C^unrnittee’s reeUmmendatjons on the other. Tn regard 
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the Customs grant, this is a comparatively simple task. The difference 
between the . Committee and the Government in this matter is focussed 
down to two items and to two items only. The Committee recommended 
that in the matter of Customs staff, by which I include both officers and 
the subordinate staff, there should be a general all round reduction of 
roughly 15 per cent., amounting in all to about lakhs of economy. Gov- 
ernment, after considering the matter with the help of their heads of 
departments, have concluded that consistently with safety they cannot 
effect economy in that direction of more than 6 lakhs, i think myself 
that the House a few days ago did not altogether appreciate or give full 
value to some words which passed fi*om the lips of an Honourable friend 
of mine in tlie European Group when ho took up the subject of th^ 
Customs Di^partment and said that in some respects the Customs Depart- 
ni(‘nt was ilte last of ihe departments to ho retrenched. It must l )0 per- 
f(*ct]y (.'vident to all Honourable Members of this House that to conduct 
retrenclunent in a sort, of |)unishing spirit i.; r>oi retrenchment at all. One 
is not eondiietitig ]-etr('n(!]inionfc in tlie Customs Department because one 
li't that «h']>art nnuit go scot fn^e, whtm was hitting som^ of the 
ethei-s. 'Du* definite object in view was to obtain economy and to help 
to balaTice tli(* P>iidget, and any f)roeess wliich meant that w'e reduced the 
n veniu* enlleeting staffs so Ijir tiiat they were not physically able to collect 
as niiadi revrnue as before, and tberefon* we lost more on one side of the 
Ibidget, than W(» grniu‘(l on the other, would c(‘rtaii\ly not bo described as 
ntnaicbment. and ought really to be described in terms wdiich you, 
Mr. President, would probably tH>t permit in this House. T have no doubt 
niy Chief, the Honourable the Finani'e Member, w’ill deal more completely 
with that aspect of the ease wlien he takes up this subject, but there are 
ri\(‘ or two p<.ints of view \n c*<>nnectiou with this subj^’ct of the retrench- 
incnt of staff alxuif wliicli F should like to sa> a few words. The Honour- 
jibl(‘ the Mover of this Posolntion. at the instance of his henchman, if I 
may say so. quoted certain rates of pay to indicate that some of the pre- 
ventive staff 

Sir Abdur Rahim ((’alcutta and Suhurhs : Muhannnadan Urhan) : I 

do not think the word “lieiicliinan " is a j)n>[)er word to apply to any 
IToimurahle Momhrr this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Pabimto<^la) : The word 
i.s offtaisivt! and I slunild like the Hommrahli* Memlar to withdraw it. 
especially as he has applied it t<^ an FlonourabK* ^^cmbl'r who is a colleague 
of tlu; Honourable the ^Fovl*^. 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon: T withdraw that. Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Schuster: ^Tav F pt>int out. Sir. that in the 
proper inteiq)r(*tation of tin* w«>rd, there is n'allx nothing offensive. 
Henchman simply moans a follo^ver. I do assure \ou that there is 
nothing offensive in the word in the ordinary sense. 

Mr. President: The word has been used and it is hi'ing used in a very 
offensive sense. 

Mr. j. 0. Nixon: Sir, the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution 
<inot<?d for the information of the House pertain rates of pav which the 
preventive staff at Calcutta w'as getting, and made cortRin comparisons 
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with the rates of pay drawn b.v certain police officers. . If 1 heard him 
correctly, he left this House with the impression that a certain grade of 
preventive officer was getting a rate of pay which started at Its. 500 a 
month, and made a comparison with certain grades of police officers, who 
started (Ui h*s. IMO a moutli. If ho and tlie Memh(*rs of this House will 
i;efer to page 17 of the Dtaiumds tor (Iranis, tliey w^ill observe that pre- 
ventive officers ill the C’ustoms l)e])arlmenl in Calcutta start on Its. 180 
a month, that is, at the samt* rate of pay as was (pioted for police officers. 

There is one other aspect of this subject vvliich I should like to refer 
to and that is this. The Honourable the Mover of this motion in the earlier 
part of the wi'i‘k complained of tlie terms which we were olfering to 
ivtreiiclu'd persnnnel and doubted w liether we were giving tliiaii sunicienlly 
lavish i'omj)taisation. In presenting the (*ut of the amount which he 
has proposed he has not struck anything mit, I notice, for the additional 
compt'nsatiiui which, if tlu' matter was in his hands. In* would pay to the 
ivtreiiclu'd ])ers(amel. 'riurefore, I take it that his prf)])osal at present 
is that. des]nte the fart that wt‘ are not ]>ayiiig adeijuatc' compensation 
to the >tatf whom W(' are rctniiching, wo should still throw* out mon'. of 
them. 

But, Sir, that is not the main point in the amount making u]) the 
sum of 6 lakhs odd which the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution is 
concerned in. The largi* item is the item of ovi'rtime allowance and such- 
like. In the Demands for Grants, at the end of the (’ustoms Demand nn 
pages 28 and 29 is an explanatory inde giving the details of the ligun‘S 
composing this ])a>meiit and also of those composing tin* corrt'sponding 
item of receipt. It is perhaps not w«‘ll kinwvii to Meml)f*rs cd* this House, 
at any rate it has not been fri*qu(‘iitlv t»x|>ressi*d so far. that this is a 
charge levied on a certain section of the trade for c(‘rtain servi(*es rendend. 
It has been a j)rirHMph* ex]>res‘^<*d by ( iovi*rninent ev(*r since such charges 
were levied that thoy did not intend under any circtimst.aiiccs to make a 
net profit our of tln^ transactions; that they wen* putting this imi'osilioii 
on the trade hi f)rder to make up for the extra expenditure in w’hieh they 
'»'ere invoIve<l. Vs a matter of fact (lovernnunt have not entirely ke])t to 
that prineiph*. (’ertain portions of these r(*eu|>ts do in certain circinn- 
staiiccs a.ccnic to (rovernment. However, the p»>int that I (‘inphnsizo 
strongly is that at present thi^ is a payment niadi* 1»\ the trade for s«‘r- 
vicos rendcrred. It seem^ to nu- that tlie TTononrable the Mover of this 

Resolution, in proposing that Oovernment should take to themselves the 

major jortion of these receipts, is raflr*r liable to entreneb on a priviU'gc of 
this House which this House no <loubt very jealously guards; for it seems to 
me to amount to this, that the iTnposition of this paxment on a particiil:o' 
section of tl^e trade of fiirlia sliall no longer lie for hiervices rendered, 
but slu)uld eon titute a sf.rt of a tax. A tax of that sort, can only he 
imposed through an Act and throiigli the insf rnm«*Titalitv of this House. 

(Laughtf r.) . Also, T can see, there might lie considerable objections pnt 

up })v t!ic menduants theniselv(»s, wlio at pn'sent feel if pays flieni ffi 
pay for ‘arvi<^M-; rendered, if they felt that this w^as no longer being i^nid 
out to tlu* {u-tu.al r^ifficers engaged in the job but wais being taken into the 
Govemnu*nt. enfft-rs. 

Sir. in this ir alter I w'oiild like to remind the House of some w’ords 
expressed b\ my nournble friend on the opposite Bench during the 
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course of this week's debate, because tie and I on this occasion find our- 
sL’lves seeing very much eye to eye — ^1 refer to rny Honourable 
friend, Mr. Milrii, who 1 think agrees to a considerable extent 
with tlie point of view wliieli I am about to express. Hii and 1 quite agree 
that it is right and moral to take from the trade the mcinev that we are 

taking for this ])artiruiar purpose; lie and I are, I ladieve, both Jigreed 

tliat we should pay at any rate* some considerable portion of this sum 
to th(; labourer who does the work, i believe it is a principle of his that 

the labourer is worthy of his hire; therefore, I takh it. my Honourable 

friend, Mr. Mitra, is definitely against this motion, and that he does not 
think that Government can possibly approymate this money to itself. What 
Ijp thinks is that tliis money, instead of being paid to the y>resent em- 
ployees of Government, should he y»aifl to another set of tanployees — a 
point of view with which I personally liave very great sympathy — 

I would |)()in1 out tr^ him that, if I have (‘Xpressed liis view (M)iTectly, it 
is hardly consistent that he should vote in thci lobby against the Govern- 
eiciit. As regards flu* possibility of tile overtinn* nmnov being ii.sed, 
r^pi ciallv at the jin soiit nioim iit. i\.r giving' ri‘lief to some of the men 
Thrown out of empk>\uii‘nt, I may say that, under the instructi'ms of the 
Honourable tin? Vinaiiee Member, tin* (\nlral Board of H(*venue are con- 
Tdcring tin* mattc*r. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (l^ai^illabi Bivivion: Muhammadan Kural) : Then why 
(Ion t you aect'jit tin* theory of tlie Indept'ndcnt Grout) and consider it along 
with it? (Laughter). 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon: There is one other inuttK?r to which I would like to 
itdan '-s myself, and that is to accust* the Honourable the Mover of this 
iusolution of wdial appears to me to he something of an inconsistency. 
\ou can. Sir, lake a horse lo the water, hut you cannot m*(*«*svarily make 
liiin drink. On tin* first pagi* of this pamyihlet wliich Government y^ro- 
vided {»)r the perusal <d ^leinbers, undtT the ht*ad “(^ustoms”. a total was 
drawn of l\s. I(> laldis odd showing the recommendations of the General 
Purj loses ( ’(hinnit lee. 1du* -second sect km was devoted to Those specific 
rocf.uiMiendatinns w]’.i<*h (ioVi*rnment had found themselves able to accept. 
Tlio Honourable the Clover has subtracted thoHO two sums in the motion 
before the House. I he i'ominittee pniymscd :i reduction in the grant of 
•vaS lakhs, (iovernmeiit liave put it down that of those o.as lakhs, they 
nave Ixani able to aebieve. as a matter of retrenebment . onlv ‘i-olV lakhs. 

]y Honourable the Mover of this Hesolution asks that this 
House shall reduce the grant for Customs on this account by ;V5 lakhs 
^ougiI\. Had the Hon»)urable the ^^over continTied his reading down that 
pnge^ho w’oidd have discovered at the bottom, alnios«t the last item, a state- 
ment under the heading, “lltxluctions in overtime fees on ac(*ount of the 
m nression of traile , a n*dueti«ui of '2 lakhs 12 the’^usand. Sir. we in the 
m.inee Dt^p.^^rtnumt anri (lovernmcnt hardlv felt th.it wi* should be right 
r i*Gtronchinent’ *. We arc getting a saving on the expenditure 

in 1 v'* ^^'idget of that 2 lakhs 12 thousand: this amount was actually 
that Budget, hut we felt that it would be a misnomer to call 

Pedi ' of rotronehment. Therefore we put it down below in a 

place: but I do draw the attention of the 
file in f*^ lakhs rediietion, which forms yiart of 

before the House, wc have in fact already achieved 2-12 
» and I have no doubt that as T have now pointed this o\it to the 
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SLoQDurable the Mover, he will come up before this House and ask its per 
mission to alter the figure in his motion by that 2*12 lakhs, because i 
is quite evident that this House can not expect to ask Government t' 
subtract that figure twice over. 

Sir Abdur Bahim : Will Government accept that ? 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, 
listened very attentively to the remarks# made by my Honourable friend 
Sir Abdiu* Eahiin, and I was very glad indeed to receive his assurance 
that his desire to retrench in the Customs Service has nothing whateve 
to do with the poi-sonnel of that Departme nt. I refer particularly to tin 
Preventive Service*. Let me assure him on my side that any criticism 
I may niak(‘ will also have nothing whatever to do with the personnel 
The remarks T desin* to make refer tmtirely to the criticisms he has mad< 
and the n*port tin* General Purposes Suh-Committee submitted fe 
retrenchment in the Cnstoihs Department. Sir. although I was not i 
Member of that Committee, I claim to have some inside knowledge of thi: 
Department and it is. tht'refore, with a sense of responsibility that F agjiii 
rise to take part in this discussion. T still say 1 am a whoh'-hogger 
far as retrenchment goes. F (consider the Finance Member and his arm 
of Retrenchment Sub-Conimitt(»o hydraheadod monsters have done a grea 
wrong to employ ee.s of nil grades trying to empty their purses by cuttin; 
their salaries, etc. They have reduced the salaries of piffilic servants ii 
order to serve* the interests of the general f)iiblic. I submit that is .• 
wrong policy. F know iny Honourable friend the Finance Member and 
will never agree on that matter, so we must agree to disagroo. Fn ny 
opinion the TTonourable Member in repenting his demand for furth»‘ 
Customs retrenchment and demanding of Government to aeeopt his vn 
is placing tin* role of Sh\lock who, in asking for his pound of flesh, wniil 
every drop of blood, forgetful of the fact that this overtime is earned n 
the sw’eat of the })row. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: You an- tlu*rrh ri* acting as Portia. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: F am trying to. Sir, in hi.s dcsir 
to obtain every drojj of blood h(* brings tliis motion l)(*fore the 11 oust* today 
notwithstanding the fact that it was vt'rv fully discussKal and lost on : 
division about thn*c da>s ago. 1 am really very much suq)nsed he shoul< 
have thought it fit to bring this motion again before the House. Sir, 
gladly admit members of the General Purposes Sub-Commiiti*(» deservi 
the thanks of this House for tht* great servict?s they have rendered. Fhi 
members of tho Cornmitteo have yet to that of times# econonr 

and effir'ienev are not conipatiFde factors specially in tho administratmi 
of Depart?nents. Morer)ver you can cany' your campaign of economy • 
little too far. I b(’lieve many Members w’ill agree with me when F 
that >ou have carried this retrenchment stunt a little too far in the 
sent instance. And what is hound to be the result, especially in a Depart 
ment lik** the Customs — dissatisfaction, discontent, and a throatene* 
lowering of the morale of the men. I have not the slightest doubt | 
Honourabh- tho Finance M't*mbcr is not very happy in his scat ft) 
when he hoars this demand being made from those of his own 
members of tho General Purposes Sub-Committee, and T am tempts 
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quote what the Eailway Member said to me the other day, ‘‘He asked 
for it and he has got it*’. When I read this report and listened to the 
Mover’s speech I was reminded of the fate of the Eailway crew system 
as perpetrated by the liailway Board which was so severely criticised this 
morning at question time. The Railway Board introduced the crew system 
because they felt they were being defrauded of money by the public. 
'J’bcy one day suddenly awakened to the fa^-t that they must retrench the pay 
of the crew system to ultimately discover that the crew system make good 
the deficiency by defrauding the public. The Moody- Ward Committee 
was appointed who made drastic retrenchments with the result that today 
the Railway Board is losing money lieavily and have a dissatisfied staff 
of employees. The Honourable the Mf)V(*r has forgotten that the Customs 
is the greatosi revenue (*aruing department in the Government of India. 

An Honourable Member: No. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: I hear a. “No’* from the opposite 
sifle. T chalhng*' you to deny what T have just said. 

Mr. President: Order, ordtT. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: I heg your pardon, Sir. I challenge 
the Honourable the Mover or any one in this Hoiisi* to produce another . 
Department in tlu* ( loVtaTiment of India that su])|)lies the same amount ol 
revenue to ihe (iovca*nment oi liulia as does the Customs Serviee. Sir, 
tlujy cannot do it. Sir, the Honourable the Mover of this motion forgot to 
uii'iition till* gn.'at difference between the c‘X))enditure and the receipts of 
tile (’usto?iis Defiartment between lDl.‘l and ItKB. (iovernment returns 
eleiirlv show that wheivjis in UBH-l I tlu‘ expenditure and receipts were 
reHpi‘etivi‘lv Us. 4|-:U and llh'VTB lakhs in these figures were 

Of)* ! I and fi l l a - 07 lakhs. So here we have a department that is bringing 
into the Government as revenue more than sixty times the amount of 
rnnrK'v c*xpended on it. and yet the ITonourahle ^^ember has selected this 
oni* departriient for such drastic retrenchment and is insisting on Govem- 
meut acci'pting it. Sir. apart from what the Honourable the Mover has 
said .and a]iart from what the (tovermuent Memhi‘r, Mr. Nixon, has said on 
this matter, it will he interesting for this House to know what a^ groat 
fiTijincier said about this Di'partnuait , 1 mean Lord Tnehcapia T hi>' is 
what th(‘ Tncheapo Committee said in their Report- regarding the Gu.stoms 
Department : 

“This Coiniiiit tor’s obsorvatioii that compared with 191S-14 there was ] rrhaMy 
a fslling off of trad«> in the period ending 19*22-23 may he tM)o ef thi» ?tate of trndf' to-day 
hut the prec i.se positi(»n cannot he verified statistirally. That Committee rc'oonaremlod 
that “ stn'ngth and pay of tlie staff at the various customs houses sbeuhl he e\af> m rdyvitli 
a view t«i poH.siblo economies,’’ but “ having ri'panl to the in'p< 'rtnr.ee of nuiiiUaining 
rpyenue it vliil not recommend any further reduction. Tn fact O ^\a'-: foimd rei 
toinereuse the .staff, and in the ease of .some e-stahlishments, to enhance the seale? of pay. 

The Tnchciipe (^ommiftee came to that eonrlusion as far .is the retrench- 
on tlu^ (histoms Department is eoncerned a few years ago. and today 
have th(' GtmtTal Rttrposes Suh-Cominittoe recommending the very 
opposite. The Honourable IMomher for Government explained ver\' full> 
action the Government have taken. They h.ave. in the natural 
(‘Oiirse of events, submitted the recommendations of the Committee for 
opinion of the heads of the departments. And after all, I ask this 
Tlouse who knows bettor than the head iff a department as to what 
<’cohomv is possible and what i< not especiallv when one and all realise 
acute present dav financial stringency. Tt may he said, the head of 
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a department has vested and even personal interests. Well, I again ask 
the Honourable the Mover of this motion, if an Ordinance were issued by 
the Government of India reducing the fees of all lawyers to a maximum of 
Es. 50 per day with nothing extra for overwork, M^hat would he, an 
eminent lawyer, do? Why, he would shout the law courts down. He 
would be up in arms. 


Sir Abdur BalUm: Most certainly not. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: He would not tamely submit to this 
retrenchment. This is exactly what 1 am doing in response to his treat- 
ment of the Treventive (Customs Oflicei*s. I am shouting down all his 
Committee recommendations and I intend to go on shouting till Govern- 
ment decline to accept his motion. I shall be silent only then. 


Sir, on this Coimnittce wore eminent journalists and lawyers and 
eminent people fi*on\ tlu' Punjab, a province with no poits of iti^ own or 
Customs Department, but there were po workmen on the Committee. 
What the Committee really needed was two or throe workmen to put them 
in possession of actual facts. Now, Sir, what have Governniont done? 
The Govermnont have accepted the major i)art of the retrenchnuMit riu*oiii- 
mendations of this (\)mmittec. Tliere is still a hahmi'c of about 0 lakhs 
which the Honourable the Clover wants to force the Governnicnt to still 
further retrench — his last drop of retrcncdiinent blood — and that is the 
real reason why he lias again ]>resented it to this House today having 
failed, as I said before, in his previous efforts, throe or four days ago, when 
my friend Mr. Mitra moved a motion before this House as a censure 
motion. Let us see what retrenchments have already hc-en t'fTc'ctod. 
Government have cut 10 per cent, of the staff; Government have cut 10 
per cent, of pay; Government have cut down uniform and otluT allow- 
ances, but what is worst of all — aiul the Hnnoiirabh* tlic MoviT cannot (h nv 
knowledge of it — is that in addition to this the men liavi' for years found 
their overtime reducing, till today it is 44 per cent, below 1027, and tliis 
motion dt rnands that this mufdi reduerd overtime be still further 
retrenched by 50 per cent. Tf any one will take trouble to work this 
out, he will really see how these m(*n have suffered so far anrl wliat s 
now being demanded from them. Sir, the TTonourahle ^^emher airnin 
drew a conipai-ison between the thistoms and tin* Policr 1 )i-partin(‘uf<. 
Surely he knows very well that the Police Department is not a n'venue 
earning department; it is a money spending departmcuit. Sundv. he 
realises, it dof s not re quire, a« hi.s report hint^^, physical force, or a strong 
arm to denjonsfrate ufilitv of an efTieient Prevtmtivc Customs Officer. P. 
wants brains, it w'ants a high sense* of honest v and r(*sponsihilit v. T think 
the comparison is an absolutelv illogical and absurd one. Then he said tho 
police get no overtime or allowances. Surely the Honoiirabh* Member is 
aware of the fact that that is not so. The police do got overtime nnd 
allowances. When the Honourable Arembor says that tbev get no allou- 
anco he displays a lamentable lack of inside knowledge of the Police 

partment 


Mr. K. Ahmed: Additional f^e for extra work, 

Lieut.-Cfolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, the real point at issue is 
The Honourable M^-rn her demands of Government to deduct 50 per. cen 
of thin overtime. FTe is upset because all his committoo deman ^ 
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have not been accepted and iie wants to force the hands of Government. 
This overtime allowance is paid, us the IIollSA^ knows, to the over-worked 
Preventive officers of this Department. This overtime comes from the 
merchants’ purse — not the Government. It is paid to Government by 
the merchants and Government f(iv(*s it to the men in return for their 
overtime ser\'iccs, usin*^ a jiart of it for philaiithro]>ic purposes and social 
institutions^. Now, Sir, say, tlu* Govijrniiient refused to receive this money 
from the merchants, would the Honourable the Mover and his Committee 
object to the merchants giving it direct to the men for extra services 
reiidtu’od y I’heri, say, the merchants refused to give this overtime money 
to (lovernmeni, what would he the result ? Government would have to 
I'Hgage additional staff on high initial salaries to perform this extra work. 

1 ask the Movt'r, is this hii^ idc‘a of economy, would this he cheaper to 
(lov(‘rnni(*nt in tin- long nm ? Surely he must now see the folly, the 
incongruity of his insist(*nt flemand for rctri*nching this overtime? 
Sundy he must see that this will ntdther savi* Government a single pie 
nor increase its i*cv(*mie and sureh lu* will not denv that if Government 
(lid accept his cut motion and retrenched 50 per cent, of this overtime it 
would l)(* forced to engage* adehtiraial staff te> clear tin* over-work at a 
imich highi*r jM)st ; otiit‘rwise it wonkl have to face eongesti d ports and 
rediKM-d inip<irt ivveinics and ‘aher dock flni's. Is this the inn-nviahle 
position the Mover <lesires to toice (iiAernincnt into? [£ so. then his aim 
is not economy hiit financial loss, I should prefer to call this retrench- 
ment peniiy\vis(» and f)ound foolish and one that has everything to condemn 
and nothing to commend it. The Honourable Member says “No”. I 
suppose thesi* i\ro the blood dro]>si he wants with his pound of flesh 
from tin* l*reventi\e Officer’s overtime, utterly obvious of the profound 
aiiir piia that will result in expecting overworked and underpaid officers to 
work long hours of overt inn* \vith<>ut adequate remuneration. Sir. I am 
one wiili the (leneral Pnrpost s ( unnnittee in their desire to rctn^neh. hut 
1 really flo think the ret rcnelmunts whi(*h Govenmient have already 
jicccpted an* ainf)h . f submit , witli all the (*mphasis I can conimrind that 
if this netrenehnnmt (’ommittee goes too far and if Government, in their 
w»‘;tkress. accept anv furtlier demands for retrenchnu*nt of tlu*ir staff, they 
v»'ill hr* asking for tnmhlc. GoverniMi*nt surely ktmw they are t‘Hlay face 
to fa.-i with a sitnati»^n o‘' grave lahenr unrest Your servants an* giving 
vf.u loval s(*rvi<-e. 1’hey an* silently hearing the burden of their reduced 
pa\ with incn*ast*d labour lo\allv and with the greatest forhearauct* and 
pafienrM*. Do not o\a*rst.*]» the mark. T beg of Govomment. indeed T 
s^olernnlx warn riovernment. do not go bo>ond that mark — in other words 
do not (‘(‘trench any mfU\*- hec.ausi*. if tlu*v do they will cmly set ablaze 
tbo s]nonld(*ring (*nihers of grave discontent that tc>day exists in t*vei*y 
department of the Government of India and to which these ■Retrenchment 
f f^amnitt(*es an* adding find a.nd a Inch, as sure as night follmvs day. will 
in such an nnparallch'd economic catastn>phc that Govomment 
will regret they ev<'r appointed these Retrenchment Committees and the 
Afover will eqiiallv rocret he pressed his motion before this House today. 
AVilh these remarks. Sir. and this warning T ask Government to reject this 
demand which T oppose. 

fMr. Yam in Khan rose to speak.) 

Mr. President: Btdore T call upon the Honourable Member to speak, 
J wish to know how much time be is likely to take. Today being Friday, 
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the Chair would like to. adjourn the House now unless the Honourable 
Member is likely to finish in five or six minutes. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan liurai) : J 
shall not take more than five or six minutes. 

In the beginning 1 must pay my tribute to the General Purposes Sub- 
committee, which took a lot of trouble in going thoroughly into this ques 
tion and took grt‘at pains in examining this subject. We all appreciate tlu 
good work which has been done by this Committee. But with one remurl 
which fell from my Honourable friend, Sir Abdur Kahim, I do not agree 
He said that this Committee was composed of all parties and of all shade; 
of opinion in this House. Unfortunately my party was not repres^^ntecj 
therein. He knows the circumstances, and 1 do not wish to repeat their 
on the floor of the House. My party was not represented, in spite 
of my great protests and in spite of my representations which I made at 
that time. But I do not wish to disclose as to who was responsible for ni\ 
party not being represented on the General Purposes Betrenchmtinl Coin 
mittee. The one principle which I should like to make clear at the ven 
beginning is this. It was decided that the reports of the various Sub- 
{Committees should come before the main lletrenchment Committee aiui 
that the reports should be discussed there. After the interim reports of thi 
various Sub-Committees were ready, they decided that they must give u 
chance to the Government of India to go through these reports without 
giving any chance to the main E(»trenchmcnt Committee or without allow 
ing the main Eetrenchment Committee to liave any voice in the affaT. So 
these reports are really the reports of the various Sub-Comrnittoes. aiul 
they are not the report of tht‘ main Retrenchment Committee. We have 
got no share or responsibility in making these recommendations, hut thr 
responsibility for each report rests on the particular Suh-t'ommittee wliict 
sat on particular subjects. In this way I do not stand committed to an> 
proposals made by the different Suh-Committecs. and therefore we must 
examine each point on its own merits. We have to go thoroughly into each 
case and lo see whether any case has been made, out for retrenchment, and 
it is only then that we (*an give our suppf;rf lo any proj^osal. But if wt* tind 
that any proposal goes against the principle which w'c have ado])ted and 
if any recommendation, whether made by one Snl)-Coinmittee (U* the 
other, contravenes the principle which we had in our view, and if that re- 
commendation was made, ignoring that principle, thr^n wi* cannot find our 
way to lend our support. One principle which wo have to take in con- 
sidering the report of the General Purposes Sub-Committee, is that 
should not touch very materially the salaries of tlic ofTi(*ials who draw ^ 
salarv below Rs. 500. We, in the Sub-Comrnitt(‘e of Posts and Tide- 
graphs, took great care in going through this question of overtime allow- 
ance and discussed it at great length. We found then' were sonic 
telesrraphists who drew overtime allowance. We found there wrYx- people 
in the raihmys who drew overtime allowance. So this question of over- 
time allowance is not peculiar to the Customs Department. We find thif^ 
prevaiTng in so many other departments, and so wc must treat this 
similnrlv :md simultaneously, tf we pick up onlv one particular 
department, it will not be right or fair to stop if. unless the main 
Retrenchment Committee comes to the conclusion in future that it should 
be abolished all thvouerh. But before we come to this conclusion wbcfnor 
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overtime allowance should be retrenched or not, one principle will have 
bo be taken into consideration and it is this: that a man who joins the 
service has in view thei prospects in the service. He joins in the grade 
of Ks. 175 to Rs. 350, and he knows that he will make up over and above 
this Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 a month by doing extra work. If wc make a sweeping 
retrenchment at this time, we will be depriving that man of the salary 
which he really expected at the time he entered service. We have already 
got a teni per cent, cut in the salary of all the employees. This man in the ‘ 
Customs Department will be deprived not only of ten per cent, of his 
fixed salary, but also liia overtime in full. In this way he will forgo a 
substantial portion of his salary. This will act very harshly on the poor 
employee. If this recommendation is accepted, it will apply to low paid 
subordinates who are getting salaries from Rs. 175 to Rs. 350 and from 
Ks. 350 rising to Rh. 650. This is not a big salary at all. They are. not 
people from wliom you ought to take out a substantial grant of the kind 
which they are getting. I would not mind if 25 per cent., or 10 per cent, 
of this extra amount which they are getting, is also taken out. That w^ould 
be quite sufficient; but beyond that, unless and until we come to one 
deliberate conclusion in the main Retrenchment Committee, I am afraid 
we cannot accept that proposal. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch Till Twenty Minutes Past 
Two of the ('lock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Past 
Two of the Clock. Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non- 
^luharnmadan Rural) : Sir, 1 must at the very outset in regard to this 
motion, which has been described as an economic cut, make my position 
very clear. 1 was inclined to support this motion at the outset, but 1 
have absolutely and definitely changed my mind after hearing the Leader 
of the Independent Party, He was the Chairman of a sub-eommitteo ’ 
known as the Retrenchment Sub-Committee a.id a Chairman of a retrench- 
ment sub-committei^ cannot force his cut down the thmats of an admi- 
nistnition because he wants what he has recommended should be incor- 
porated. As an Executive Councillor, he should have known — I regret 
his absence at present but I cannot postpone my speech awaiting his 
presence — as an ex-Executive Councillor he should have known that C'om- 
oiitiees are appointed to advise and, for members of cN'iminittecs. though 
they have constitutional authority, it is not the usual parliamentary 
etiquetto, to say that every comma and every syllable of their recom- 
mendation should ho carried out. T can understand the enunciation of 
libo general principles. I can also understand tln' carrying out of large 
cuts. When my friend, Sirdar Harl>an«i Singh, came forward with a 
censure cut — and I still maintain that a censure cut is a censure out and a 
token cut is a token cut, hut I do not understand an economic cut which 
IS uneconomical — I say when my friend Sirdar Harbans Singh came 
forward with a censure cut reducing the supply to the Executive Council 
fo one rupee, (he left one nipoe so that it might be called a censure), there 
not sufficient strength on the Opposition side, or for that matter there 
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was not sufficient opinion in favour of Mr. Harbans Singh in the all-rart,\ 
collaborations to stand by that motion. This is the first time in the his- 
tory of this Assembly when Ordinances rage outside, that a handful of 
Oppositionists do not make it possible for this side of the House to eensun* 
the Governnient. It is absurd and ridiculous for any Member on thiy 
side of the House to stimd up and sav, “\\V moved a censure cut”. No. 
' It was an economic cut that wo moved, or a Rs. 100 cut; wo have not 
censured the administration because we had not tlie courage to censure lla« 
administration as the (ioveniment was (*ensiiri'd in the past by eminent 
men like Pandit Motilal Nehru and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, ovon 
when there were no Ordinances in the eoiintr\ . I absolutely decline to 
associate myself with Sir Abdur Rahim’s motion as an economic cut, when 
neither bis party nor my party nor any other ])arty on the floor of the 
House had the courage to unfurl the flag of censure wlien confusion is 
raging outside, 'rhat being the case, it is ridieuloii.^, it is absurd, to talk 
of an economi(' cut. All that the Leader of the Independent Party saiM 
to-day could have been said on a. l(K)-nipL*e (Ud. Tliero was nothing t(. 
prevent an eeonomic cut being discussed under a lOO-rupee cut. So nuieh 
for politics and ])olicy. 

Now coming to the merits of the (jiiestioii, heeaiise a Reti'encluiient 
Committee recommends that you must cut down so much, certainly it is 
not for the Chairman of that Committee lo use tliis opportunity in this 
House — though lu* is perfectly entitled to do so Irom a const ituticaial point 
of view — it is not for liim to use this opportunity in this House and si*l a 
pistol to the head of the (Tovennnent and sa>, ‘‘Take this iriiieh or ! 
censure you on cc'onomie grounds”. That is not the way to di?al with 
situation like this. I am not in agreement with the figun's of the Ih- 
trenchrnent Committee nor am I perfectly in agreoiiH'ut witli tIh.‘ p(;lic\ 
of retrenchment. I am very mu(di appreciative of the facis that the\ 
have brought forward, and we all honour Sir Ahdiir Rahim for the labo- 
rious days he has devoted at very great personal imamvenience to himsoll 
in a great ' uuse, hut I do not. accept his judgment in regard to ndreneli 
ment J refuse to accept his figures because his figures in my opinion an 
• unworthy of accojitance in toto, which is what lie w ants. 

Now, coming to the attitude that I propose tf) adopt on this side nf 
the House, it is an attitude certainly not of siip|)()rt for this motion. WIu' 
ther it is going to be an attitude of neutrality or not or of aetivo opposi- 
tion to it, the future, which is not very distanct before us, will rcvi nk 
But when I say this, I say it with a due sense of respons^ibilitv attaching 
to myself, not in any party capacity, hut as a Member who has a con- 
stituency outside and whc» deeply hdt the inability of this House to risr* 
equal to the occasion and support tho motion of Sirdar Harbans Singh, 
because he made it a censure cut and because be meant that only one 
rupee should be left for the Executive Council; and had his motion bain 
carried, we would not have witnessed the painful Iiixnrv of conversations 
that we had from this side of the House, futile and in many respects nn- 
satisfactorv — as a memorial which we have submitted to the Honourable 
the Leader of the House will disclose when it is placed on the table — fntih' 
and unsatisfactory constitutional discussions that emanated from 
House, beeausc had Mr. Harbans Singh’s motion been carried there would 
have been only one rupee left aiid you could not raise a constitntionni 
discussion on that one rupee; and if you raised it on that one rupee. 
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jubsequent discussions would have fallen to the ground; but what wo 
vanted was not business; what we wanted was not censure; what we 
ivanted, Q.laB t was the luxury of futilities in which we have been indulging. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaralu (Ganjam cam Vizagapatam: Non-Muhammadan 
Liural) : Sir, 1 am very much surprised at the remarks of my Honourable 
friend Mr. llanga Iyer. If 1 understood him aright, he is trying to cut 
liis nose to spite his face 

Mr. K. Ahmlid: What face? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : His face. He lias mentioned about the cut 
motion of my Honourable friend, :Birdar Harbans Singh. 

An Honourable Member : Speak louder. 

Mr. B. Sitarainara]u: If he had any cause for complaint that that 
motion could not be discussed in this House, who is at fault? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Who is at fault? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I am answering you. It is the fault (>i the 
Leader of the Nationalist Party whose cut motion was put down for that 
day. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Of every party; of all the parties including the 
Leader of the Nationalist Party. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: No. T maintain that it was not the fault of 
anybody else. It was an arrangement, as you know. Sir. that all the 
party leaders had come to a particular arrangement, and according to 
that particular arrangement my Honourable friend, the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party, ha<l to move his cut; and when that cut was tabled, it 
was of necessity given preference to other cuts in accordance with the 
ruling you then gave on the understanding which we all nnmiimously 
agreed to follow; and T theref<uv say that my Honourable friend 
Mr. Ranga Tver being a ^leniher of this TTonso is hound to nhov the 
arrangement. 


Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: T was not present at your party mooting. 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju: Tf my Honourable friend was not present, is that 
any reason why he should eome now and censure us and brin‘d lliis debate 
into disrepute? 

. , ®^nga Iyer: You brought F^irdar Harbans Singli*^ motion 

into disrepute. 


T**' Anil instond of hnvlnpr n qnnrrcl witH his o\ni 

acier and with his own party or for that mnttor instead of sottlinji iho 
Jliarrola amon^t themsolres. ho has wantonly attaclcod mv loader T+ 
^ no nso denyinp! that fact. "What has my londor done now? He wants 
tli« ,’'P^»‘enehment; should he made in Customs, and he has shown 

groinids whv that rotrenehmenf should be "iren effect to. And he has 
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shown grounds how retrenclmient could be effected. Boes it lie in tho 
mouth of a Member of the Nationalist Party to say that there should 
not be retrenchment effe(.*ted in the expenditure of the Government simply 
becausie Sirdar Harbans Singh s motion could not be discussed? Sir, 
I am very mucli surprised. T am always anxious that we should try to 
understand each other and perform to the best of our ability the duty that 
is cast upon us. We do not want to import unnecessary and personal 
matters into the debates on the floor of the House. After all, we have 
come at a great sacrifice 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: Every one has come at a sacrifice. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: 1 am glad to hear that every one has come at a 
sacrifice, — 1 know Members come at groat personal sacrifices, — all of us 
have come from long distances, — to share with the Government sucli 
responsibility as we can, to tell the Government when we cannot agree 
wdth them, why we could not and what they should do. When that is our 
object, why should we unnect'ssarily quan’el and then attack each other 
simply because Sirdar Harbans Singh *s motion could not be moved .... 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: The merits of that motion, the censure 
motion. 

i 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju: My friend saiys it is a question of the merits of 
that motion. Honourable Members of this House are aware that the 
merits of that motion have been discussed by a Resolution of this House. 

Mr. G. S. Ranga Iyer: A ridiculous and fantastic Resolution. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: It may be a ridiculous Resolution, but my Hon- 
ourable friend was himself a party to it. (Applause.) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: A party undi*r :i fomf)r()Tniso. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: My friend says that he was a party under a 
compromise, but still 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: A compromise which was not observed. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: A compromise, mv friend says, which was not 
observed. So far as T understand the position, there was no such 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: T would point out. Sir 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : Order, 
order: The Honourable Member must remember that he was not inter- 
rupted even once during the cour.se of his own speech. Th(' Chair finds 
that the Honourable Member who is in possession of the House is hardly 
allowed to complete a single sentence without being interrupted by tli<^ 
Honourable Member. T should like to ask the Honourable Member whe- 
ther it is wise to discuss on the floor of the House what happened inside 
party meetings. Tlie arrangement to which the whole House agreed 
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jecn cQiriod out. 1 did uot like to interrupt the Honourable Member when 
le was addressing the House, but it is not desirable in the opinion of the 
Jhair that any discussion of what happened at party meetings should 
take place here as far as possible, and unless the question of principle is 
involved, it should nut be brought on the tioor of the House. The Honour- 
able Member hud full liberty to give expression to his vi(?\vs uiiiuternipted, 
ind the Chair would ask tlie Honourable Member not to interrupt other 
speakers. It after the conclusion of tin* speech ot the Honourable Mem- 
ber who is in possession ot the House, the Honourable Member has any- 
thing to say by way of a personal explanation, the (.'hair will give him 
iiiiiple opportunity to do so, but in the interests ot good debate the Hon- 
ourable Member will abstain from interrujiting so lrc(|uently as he has been 
doing. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju.: Sir, T am very grateful to yon for your remarks. 
That is t.\a<‘tly what I am trying to eoiivev. It is not for us to import 
into tins question extraneous considerations. 

There is just one more observation which my friend made. He said 
that it does not lie in tlic mouth of Sir Abdur liabini. tin* President o£ the 
Generjil Purposes Committee, to say that the Government should *iccept 
overv one of the recommendations of that Committee, and that if was not 
open to them to say so. That is not exactly the position. Sir, that my 
lender has taken up. What In* said was this, that there was considerable 
room for retrenchment, but still (iovi‘rnment had not carried out ri‘tr(*ncb- 
raents to tlie extent that they should have. Although we had the explana- 
iion of the Honourable the Finance Secretary and other Members, still 
we an* not quite satisfied with the explanation offered, and we feel that 
Gnvonunent have not effected ri’tri*n(*hnients to the fullest possible extent. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and R<ajshahi Divisions : Non-Aruham- 
m,adan Rural): Mr. Ranga Tver should give notice of his own amendments, 
instead of criticising others. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, this is a cut motion that the Demand under the 
head Customs be reduced by Rs. r>,;’)7,()00. That is ealled an economic 
f'ut, I understand. (Ln\ighter.) It has been d’stiuguished by my friend 
Mr. Ranga Iyer 

An Honourable Member: Ho is your friend. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Yes, he is my friend hut he docs not ask me to lunch, 
(baughter.) My friend has distinguislied that economic cut and has 
Palled it a token cut, or a cut on a motion of censure. 

An Honourable Member: Wluit is the difference? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: That is an elemientary question. Now, flir, according 
0 my friend, by calling the cut an economic cut. it is implied that hecaiiso 
® ia a part V leader he agreed to that cut, and the Honourable the President 
■accepted it; but it is^ no use criticising the term, w'hcther it is a "token 
cut* Or a "censure cut" or an "economic cut", because now the 
country is fff^hting, and my friend Mr. Ranga Tyor has today forgotten — he 
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is breathing so rapidly (Laughter) — ^he is not economising towards com- 
mitting murder he is killing, he is inhaling and exhaling all hia breath. — he 
is killing the insects of the atmosphere, particularly on the floor of this 
House. Be that as it may but the Honourable Member from Bengal, the 
Mover of this motion, wants to reduce a certain amount which is incurred 
on overtime payment for officers of the Customs Department. The figures 
can be found at pages 1 to 29, and it appears imder head Preventive 
Officers. There are in the present year 273 such officers. Out of these 
273 Preventive Ofiicers mentioned by the Mover of the motion I understand 
that a majority of them belong to the community of my friend Colonel Sir 
Henry Gidney" who I find is likened to Shylock, but he himself is pretend- 
ing to play the role of Portia. He fs rude, and instead of being tolerant, 
he is rough to bin friends of the opposite party, forgetting that the major 
portion of the 273 appointments of Preventive Officers are held by rremhers 
of his community and their salaries are paid out of the revenue.s collected 
from the majority com,munity whom some of my friends represent in this 
House. And if he had any sense of humour (Laughter), if my friend Sir 
Henry had realised the situation, he would have seen that it is now over 
12 years that he is* re})rescnting a constituency, and if ho is not doing any 
service to them, I am afraid that he is doing a great injustice to the 
constituency that he has the honour to represent; instead of trying to do 
good to his constituency, he is badly treating them;, beeauf4t^ he knows, — 
T am telling him through you, Sir, — ^he is sitting very cheerfully on liis seat 
(Laughter) without realising the whole situation and treating his colleagues 
as if they are, what shall I say, savage beasts. (Laughter.) (An HonovrabU 
Member: ‘-They are friends/’) Yes, but he did not invite them to lunch 
or was even courteous when speaking. Well, if mv friend knows that his 
constituents should be treated well, particularly in view of his nomination 
to this# House, then he should urge that the niembers of his community 
should be properly paid, and it is his duty to make matters smooth nnrl 
not to make them rough. It is. Sir, for that reason .... 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: On a personal explanation, Sir. In view of the 
observations that arc being made relating to my conduct, T should like to 
explain and it is f^ipportcd by my side of the House that the question th.'it 
this motion .should be supported as a party arrangement is ahsohitoly in- 
correct, because our party has not agreed to support the motion or to 
oppose it. The only arrangement was that it should he taken uf) for <hs- 
cussion, and every one of my party is a free agent. T have not therefore 
been a party to any broach of agreement. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: That explanation should have hem given by the Hon- 
ourablo Mcmiber much or at least after 1 lind finished (fjanghter): 

out of courtesy he should have followed the rules of etiqTiette of this* House 
or of any society jxnd I am very much afraid that my Honourable friend is 
not condTicting himself properly. (At this stage Mr. C. S. Banga 
rose in his seat to interrupt the s*pcaker.) T am not going to yield. H® 
is not in a proper mood and I am very sorry for him because his niov®“ 
ment today from beginning to end shows that people, in these hard days 
will not pijl* np with it. We have got the licence to address this Assembly, 
with certain «inderstanding, under certain rules of etiquette. If 
conduct unrselv^ • .md become objectionable in season and out of season- 
will the independent Members, particularly the elected Members, and yon. 



THE GENERAL BtTDOET ^LIST OP DEMANDS. 


2253 


Sir, who are elected by the people — ^will the Members of this House allow 
that sort of thing wheuj people do not like it and if anybody is objectionable 
people would not put up with it. Sir, I leave my Honourable friend Mr. 
Banga Iyer alone. 

Corning to the cut of Hs. 6,57,000, which is called an economic cut, 
my friend the Leader of the Independent Party wants to can*y home from 
the point of view of economy that the rate of payment for overtime work 
should be reduced by half. Many other Honourable Members have men- 
tioned that in other departments there is no overtime for extra work, for 
instance, in the police and the C. I. T>. They work day and night; they 
have to \^ield regulation lathis and watch day and night, and where are 
those Anglo-Indians, where are those people who want overtime w’hich 
conic'S to Rs. Vi^ or 14 lakhs? This year time has lapMtd and payment will 
be made up to the /list March. There is no work in the port of Calcutta; 
very few steamers are coming in. I do not know about the condition in 
Bombay and Karachi, probably it is worse. The amount of reduction 
which stated in the cut by the Leader of the Independent Party will not 
be the right figure, because all of us know even from the income of the 
other departments, such as the railways and others ; probably it will be 
much less. So, 1 do not think there will be very much overtime that these 
Custom>< officers will have to work. But be that as it ma> , it is for the 
sake of a principle that the fight is taking place on the floor of this House. 
If Mr. Nixon, who has been in the Accountant General’s office, Bombay, 
had not used the word “henchman’’ to ^Ir. S. C. Mitra he would have 
done better than what he did in his maiden speech to-day. 20 years ago 
I u&fti'd that term in respect of a Junior Public Prosecutor of Alipore and the 
Magistrate immediately took me to task. I was then a practitioner of 
three or four years’ standing, and I was in the same position as Mr. Nixon 
is £o-day. I have since grown old. Once T called a Public ProsM^cutor as 
“Private Persecutor” and I lost my case. (Laughter.) Sir Henry Gidney 
has forgotten liis position and is fighting with the Leader of a Party who 
is a very educated and experienced gentleman, the second of whom you 
cannot get in the whole of my province. It high time that the Honour- 
able the Finance ^lombor came forward and asked politely the Leader of 
the Tn(le]>eii(ltMit Party to withdraw” his ec‘onomic cut, giving a definite 
promise that Governjunnt will consider and lollow' the rules of economy. 
No Goveniiiieiit can now-a-days become spendthrift. Their debts are 
becomijig greater and greater. I do not know wdiat danger is ahead in the 
coming year. *So, it wdll he advisable if the Govermnent explain the situa- 
tion and try to bring about uniformity in the salaries paid in different 
departments. The majority of these Anglo-Indians, without passing any 
examination or being educated in au\ university, draw fat salaries. M}’ 
Honourable friend Mr. Yamin Khan is far aw*ay from the port of Calcutta, 
in an upeountry’ district, Meerut, wuth very little experience of what 
h«‘ippens in the Customs offices in Calcutta, Bombay and Karachi. He 
innocently stated in his speech that to start on a salary of IBO per month 
you must be a graduate at least. T challenge Government and Colonel 
Gidney to say how many of them are graduates. Now', this jal police (Port 
Police), as they call it, are not getting all sorts of extra pay and allow'anees 
in ^dition to their salary. I happen to have experience oi both the police 
^d the Customs officers as my Chamber is situated next door, so to say. 
nave been there for 22 or 23 years and I know every comer of the Customs 
Ouse and the police court. I know the duty discharged by the police. 
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there anv justilication for these Anglo-1 ndians# in the Customs ojliee 
to draw Rs. i30 to without passing any examinations? Is it a joke 
or is he a spoilt child? {lji(^Ait.-Oolouel Sir Hcury Gidncy : **Spoilt child.**] 
If it is a spoilt child then the parents know' how to treat him and he will 
tumble dow’n and realise that this is not the game of a child. My friend 
Col. Gidney must realise which connnunity he is representing. It is a 
principle for which the fight ip< going on. and I hope that the Honoural)le 
the Finance Member will get up and explain how he is going to observe the 
rules for retrencdiment. 

1 have a personal grudge against this office, sptaiking on behalf of my 
community. There are only three Muhammadan Previ*ntive Officers out 
of 273 officers. One man, who was an M.A. with first class hononvs. fi.is 
been permanently transferred to the Kducation Department as Lecturer at 
the Islamia College on a higher salary than Rs. 130. Members of my 
community are told in this JTouse., in s'oason and o\it of season, that thougli 
they have passed the examination, they lack experience and they cannot 
pass a departmental examination. The second Preventive Officer has got 
14 years’ service. On account of retrenchment hin post has been reduced, 
while Anglo-Indians with 2o to 30 years s(?rvice or even mori' and who 
ought to have been reduced first have been retained. My friend Col. 
(lidney does not realise the position. {Lirui .-('olonrl Sir (Udiirij’ 

“What is that?’*) My friend asks what is that. Is tlierc' any country where 
this sort of jobbery, pilfering land extortion goes on at tin* expense* of the 
tax-payer? That poor ^ruliammadan lad with 14 yt*ars exp(*rienc(‘ in tin* 
service has been reduced. I want to ask the TTononrablt* flu* Finance 
Member, Mr, Nixon, and the Revenue Board how long tliis injustice is 
eoing to be done to my community. My friend Col. (iidn(*y is re])rcM‘nt- 
ing the Anglo-Indians, hut why shf)iild the Government give him and his 
community any preferen<*(- over the sons tin* soil? Have yai hoard o! auv 
country whevre the sons of the soil are treated like this? If a man is 
a Muhammadan then yon think aceording to you hr* munt he disqualififMl. 
This is the sort of treatment meted out to members of my comnumitv, 
and I challenge the Honourable the Finance Mernht'r to make an inquiry 
into this matter, that if the rule for rctrenehment has been infringed and 
3 PM ^ Muhammadan lad is the victim, that has got to be set 

right, and tlie soonca- it is done tlu* better, })i*cansi‘ our ])coyilc 
are getting imipationt, and the treatment meted out particularly in this 
department is certainly shocking. 

Four yefirs ago, Mr. Pn'i^ident, when your ])rodcccssor was in the chair, 
it was myself that had taken to task a Customs officer in Cahrutta, and 
also the Chairman of the Board of Revenue, because they would not listen 
to those memorials \vhich they n ceive day and night. Sir, I might men- 
tion that I wrote a demi-official letter on tlu; basis of certain Information 
from some Muhammadan Association asking the Collector of Customs, 
Mr. Hardy — who was hero sometime ago sitting in the seat of our Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Nixon — but, Sir, he hiid not the court(*8y to reply to rnv 
letter, though he is my intimate friend, as fur as T am personally concerned. 
But, Sir, if injustice is done, in order to satisfy the Anglo-Indian com- 
rnunity and in order to suffer illegalities known to the trade, then it is 
high tirne that something was done, so that justice mlay prevail, and n 
juwtice is not done, then woe to the Government. If the Government 
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already know all the facts and still they will say, “We shall consider**, 
but will never consider the situation, and if that boy is removed fram his 
post while mien with 25 to 30 years* service or even more are kept on, so 
that they might continue to draw their fat salaries, is not, I ask, the 
A^ery object and its principle laid down by tliemselves of retrenchment 
frustrate? Does# not the Honourable the Finance Member or Mr. Nixon, 
who mentioned a court of appeal, realize that this is the court of appeal for 
him, and that if he had to appear before that court, contempt proceedings 
would have been drawn against him for negligence and dereliction of duty ? 

1 ask. Sir, in all seriousness that thef<e matters should be inquired into 
and justice should be done to these poor people. As far as my friend, Sir 
Hugh Cocke, is concerned, he si^ays there are certain items of retrenchment 
which were considered — I think two of them ho said — but as regards the 
rest, “not till he heard from the Covornnient” — said my friend — would he 
do anything. Ts he not, T ask, the Leader of th(‘ European Group here? 
Is he not independent of the Government? Has he not got hit# own 
opinion? I thought my friend was very good at arithmetic and in audit, 
and if he will expect that the t ortification will follow, I am very sorry. 
With regard to Mr. Nixon's statement that ho wants the sense of 
responsibility in the departmental heads# to bo waited for, it was his duty, 
Sir, that he should Imve at once, instead of making a lengthy spot^ch, told 
his leader, of Avhom according to him he is the “henchman”, that he 
would at once advise him to take into consideration all those six items#, so 
that the Government would try their best to help the Sub-Coinmittt‘e in 
the matter. 

Sir, lh(^ ton por ci'nt. out is no doubt a uniform cut all through; and 
rh(*v have agroc^d T believe that the ton per cont. should apply with regard 
to ovortimo also. Well, Sir, there, is also the principle ot the* cut in the 
(Icrhiction of salary including overtime. But tln‘n if a dofinitt* amount will 
ho. roducod if this motion is carried, 1 do not know how far the position will 
ho affected when the Honourable tht‘ Finance Member moves his motion 
tor granting that Diunand of a.hout 13 lakhs T believe, and if there is a 
reduction for the sake of economy of 6 lakhs, T do not know how far those 
fignn*s will he aecurate heoaiise t know for certain that the same amount 
will newer come*, oven if this House passes this motion for the sake of 
oconoTuy. But, Sir. T expect that certain undertakings should he given 
bv Oovemment. 

Witli regard, Sir, to the income, the members «)f Honourable friend 
Sir Henry Gidney’s constituency, who are in the Customs Offices, are 
i’C(*(‘iving. I must tel] him that the income has been reduced so much and 
tbe t'stahlishmeiit cost has increased so much that now-a-days m»body 
t'ln afford to speak in thi^ tone that he has spoken. It may be that the 
Lilict* Office is engaged on imposing fines, but certainly. Sir. the ('ustoms 
department that has brouglit about so much misappropriation, that has 

much illegality to its credit and so much negligence, as has been 
shown, by its officers for the last fe.w^ years, siindy that Department 
cannot be allow'ed to have so much latitude for the sake of its Anglo-Indian 
officers. Sir, only a few diays ago wo came to know that certain revolvers 
'''nd ammunition and cartridges, etc., were despatched from a foreign 
country like Germany or Buasia and found their way to the toll offit'o of 
be Customs Department in Calcutta through the negligence of its officers, 
jvho thus were instrumental in the srnuggling of these revolvers which are 
mstniments of killing our T. O. S. men in Bengal if not in other 
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places. Sir, the smuggling of revolvers and the smuggling of opium and 
cocaine have brought in veiy bad results and discredit to the Customs 
Department, and it is high time that qualified men, with experience of 
police methods, educated men having experience of C. I. D. work, should 
be recruited; otherwise. Sir, suc*h nefarious smuggling will bring ruination 
to the case of Bengal administration — I do not know so much of Bombay, 
Karacdii and other ports. Sir, I should ask the Finance Member to give 
a definite written direction to the Central Board of Iteveiiue so that they 
might write to the Collector of Customs to be very very careful in the 
matter of future appointments and to consider all these matters, because, 
Sir, we are fighting here to save the Government and to bring safety to 
the country. It is scandalous that men should draw high and fat salaries 
and at the same time abuse' their powers, with the result that valuable 
I. C. S. and other officers who work meritoriously and give their service<i for 
the good of our country should be saved from being done to death through 
the smuggling of arms through the customs in these days of difficulty . 
Now, Sir, on account of the negligence and unfitness of the Anglo-Indian 
officers, the Customs Department could not discharge their proper duty. 
T would not like to trouble the House with any other (pie.stion except 
this that merit should be considered first of all the necessary qualification 
and not the other question of the communal right of their pro tanlo jx r- 
centage in the matter of appointment. With regard to tlic <*ut motion for 
Es. 6,57,0U0 I ask the Government to be goexf enough to give certain 
undertakings to satisfy the Leader of the Independent Party and to 
satisfy particularly the elected Members that they will take certain steps 
to meet their request. 

Sir Hari Singh Qour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I have very great pleasure in supi>crting the motion moved 
b\’ my friend Sir Abdur Eahim and I am only sorry that the Honourahlv 
the Finance Member did not immediately get up anrl accept lus very 
reasonable proposals. I would not have IroubU'd iho House' wi're it not 
for the fact ihat some Member of my Party^ gui uj) and said that he 
personally dissociated himself from the motion moved by the Leader of 
the Independent Party, in that there was no party question in it. Well. 
Sir, I think it is a matter upon nhich non-official Members, and eveu 
the official Benches, know what was passing behind the scenes. \\ hca 
we set out our procedure for tint jmrpose r>f wasting as little time as 
possible on the various cuts, all Members who were present and the re- 
presentatives of all parties appointed a small Budget Committee to go 
into the various cuts. That Budget Committee drew up its list, and on 
Wednesday immediately after you adjourned thi' Housi?, Members met and 
generally approved of the action taken by the Budget Committee. They 
did not certainly bind the Members to any individual cut, but there 
a general approval that these cuts should ho tabled following tin* lines of 
recommendations made by the General Purposes Committee. Various 
Members who have given notices of these cuts have consequently given 
notices upon the; strength of the recommendations of the Gene»*al Purpose® 
Committee. I therefore submit that while Members arc free to speak on 
the merits rf any particular cut, they rannOc repudiate the pact that 'vas 
made by the non-oPicial Benches for the purpose of economising time. 

Having said this, I wish to very clearly point out that the Hono-nr- 
able the T.eader of the Independeirt Party has been, indeed, much too 
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modest in demanding only a cut of Rs. 6,57,000. If Honourable Mem- 
bers will turn to pagci 31 of part II of the General Purposes Committee's 
report, they will find that from overtime and y)enalty the Customs receive 
a revenue of Rs. 12,35,000. out of which Rs. (3,47,000 out of the overtime 
iiud Rs. 3,30,000 out of the ]>enalty realised, is paid to officers and the 
bnlanee of Rs. 1,91,000 is spent in granls to various seamen’s institutions. 
N( 0 \v, what the Honourahhj Members of the General Purpoyes Gonuiiittee 
re( (>mniend(‘d was that the payment of this last sum nf Rs. 9.86,000 to 
( 111 * officers in addition t() their pay for overtime and a share of the penalty 
was iin justif*K‘d on two grounds. First, on the ground that they were 
whole-time officers and, secondly, upon the groujid that these officers were 
well paid and in the present year of stress and national anxiety they 
should ht*ar a certain proportion of the burdiri which falls upon ever\ 
servant of the State. I submit that lhi*n* is hardly anything to be said 
against llu.‘ motion moved by tin Honourable the Leader of the Independent 
Party. If I have* understood tiu' statement made jjv the Honourable the 
Piiianee .Mtanher on previous o(*casions in this connection aright, I under- 
sloixl his statement to mean tliis, that he is still exploring tht* further 
avenues for retrenchment and that the chapter of national economy is not 
yet closfil. All that, thorefon*. \vc want tht* Honourable the Finance 
Mcinhcr do is to take into account the wishes of this side of the House 
that this item should lie considered whih* di‘aling with the other factors 
(ai the suhji'ct of retrenchment. I submit that the Honourable the 
Fiiiaiice Mi-mber’s hands will he greatly strengthened by the vote of this 
IToiist*. atid it is not nuToly for the purpose of making a cut on this or 
on «^tla‘r items of the Budget that we have tabled these motions. We are 
sincerity of opinion that tlu‘rc‘ is a great room tor further retrenchment, 
and ii is in <)rd(*r to strengthen thi* hands of the Finance Department in 
thoir i flort to maki* further retrenchments that we have tabled these cuts 
in a fuirely friendly spirit, with no desire to antagonise anyone on the 
Treasure Heiiclu's, hut with the single purpost' of stnmgthening the hands 
<if the* Financi* and the other departments in effecting national economy. 
That. ! submit, is our sole purpose and I have not the slightest doubt* 
that i!u* Hoiiourahle the Finance Mi-m)>er and his colleagues occin^ying 
the Treasury Benches will understaial that that is our pury^ose and no 

OthlT. 

bir, ii is now (yuarU-r y'>ast three. 1 had hoj>ed that, followiin: ;he line 
of action that all iloiioiu*able Members had deeidod to take on Wednesday. 
We should ])i‘ able, at any rati*, to elear one y>age of tlie Agenda Paper. 
Rut unftatunatidy we are still on ihi* lirst cut, and if Honourable Members 
expn'ss a desire, [ shoulil certainly ask the Honourable Members to j>Iace 
ii- curb upon their eloiyuence an<l see that all futun' mont)ns are limited 

U)(iTiU' h'kr 10 minuti.’s, 1 submit. Sir. tliat we mus: convert ourselve-i 
tnto a business House. Let us not rept*al the lameiuaide sjuelaele which 
this House pivs(‘nted in i!oiineefi<m with llie Railway IRidget, and I am 
sorry that I liave to say so in such explicit terms ti^day lliai we have 
''^asted a greater part- of today which we had resiu-ved for formal business 
uf moving t'conomy cuts under ihe various heads oi tlu‘ demands. 1 appeal 
u the Honourable Members once more that these cuts were never intended 
dt'butod U|Hm at great length, or indeed at any length at all. The 
^t^tentiou was that the speeches of (he Memhi‘rs -are contained in the 
^port of the Retrenchment Committee, the facts are known to the 
occupants of the Treasury Benches and a formal motion by 
authors of the cut would suffice, for the purpose of justifying them 
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i hope that that procedure will, at any rate, now be followed during the 
rest of today and tomorrow, so that we may be able to dispose of the 
business we have remaining in hand. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: I accept the closure. The question is: 

“ That the question bo now put." 

The motion was adopt t‘d. 

The Honcarable Sir George Schuster: Sir. in spite of the ruling which 
has just been given by my Honourable and learned, — 1 might almost say 
omniscient — friend, the Leader of the Nationalist Party, that there noth- 
in" to l?e said in answer li'. the. motion wliich has been nmved by my 
Honf’»iirahle and learned iriend, tlie fA^ader ol the* Indeptuident i^/irt in 
spite of that ruling, Sir, 1 am afraid T must ask the House to listen to 
what I iiave got to say. Put. I hope. Sir, reeiproeat ing what lias fallen 
from the lips of mv HoTioural)lt‘ and learned triiuid, the Houses will apj)re- 
ciate that when I ask to?* the full amoiml of expenditnn* for wliich we 
hii\e asked in the DtanaiKL for Grants. I do so in a perfeetlx trie iidly 
spirit. Sir, there is no iiialua* in mv attack on th(‘ ;a\-pa\ers' })oeket>. 
I am friendlv t(^ everv tax-])a\er, hut I am afraid that 1 want his iiioiicv. 
Sir, .1 have riu*eivcd a (* 01*1 ain anuiunt of snp|)ort in tin* et)nrst' of ibis 
debate, and I am grateful fer tin* support wliether it comes fi*nni the 
Benches o])posite. from m\ I lon(»iirahh* and eloqiumt friend .Mr. Ikingji 
Tver or from my riglit, f?*oin my HonourahK* and gallant friend Sir litMiry 
(Sidney, or from behind me, from ni'y loyal “lienclinmn'* Mr. Nixon 
(Laughter). Who has indeed in all these engagements, in all these 
serious battles about retrenchment rendered to me the service of a true 
henchman, whicrh is to stand by the* side of his leader, to ward off blows 
which may fall on him aiul to <leliver shrewd blows on his opponcmis. 
Sir, I will tr\ to observe the directions wliich mv Ifononrahle Iriend th«* 
Leader of the Nationalist Party has laid down, namely, hri*vity in speeches 
on this subject. But I stand here to convince tlu* House, if I can — and 
I am confident (hat 1 shall he able to di) so, — to conviiici* tlu* House on 
its merits of the justice of tlie demand we arc' now Tiiaking. 'Du* ease' is 
really a vt'vy sinij)le one. Then' an*, as Mr. Nixon pointi'd out, two in;. in 
points of difference hetwc'cn the Mini which we* require and tlu* sum whicli, 
if this motion were accepted, we shoidd get. In the first jilact* the* rc* 
eommondalion of the General Purposes Sub-GoTiimittee was that there 
should be a general cut in esf ablishment, allowances, etc., of IT) yicr 
and we liave* fe*lt that w«* cannot safely accept mo)*e tlian 10 per e*ent. 
That accounts:, for Hs. 2,85,000. And in tlie second place there is a differ- 
ene*e betwc'em their rccornTnr*ndntion as regards overtime fees and what 
w'e^ fool it fair to imjiose n| fii the staff. This ai*eounts for :L5:L00(). 
These t wo difT(*re nces cMm’oined give* us a total of Bs. 0,88,000 which 
very near to the total amount of the cut. Now’, in one resp(*ct, T think 
the way in which this cut has been put to the* House is soine'W’hat mis- 
leading. r dioiild like to call the attention of Honouralde IMomlu’rs* to the 
summary which we have circulated, where they wdll find that under 
Demand 10 recom.mendations of the Petrcnchmont Sub-Committee 
were for economh , of Pts. 16,03,000. If they follow the table down to 
the bottom, and if they eliminate the increase in compensation and assign* 
ments due to the introduction of new arrangements for receipts of Cochin 
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Port of 0 lakhs, vvliicli of cjourse is not an extra expenditure at all, if they 
eliminate that item, they will find that in fact even allowing for incre- 
ments in pay and for (rertain new items of expenditure, we are actually 
reducing the (’ustoms grant hy la lakhs and 85 tlujusand rupees. That 
is only Hs. short of the Retrenchment Suh-(/ommittee s recom- 

mendations. I fri'ely arlmit that in that total is in(dnded the sum for 
cuts in pay. Mnt. \ do think it is .somewhat unfair, in judging of the 
effects of retreJKrlimenl . entindy to eliminate tlie effects of cuts in pay; 
iKCaiise as the Retreiiehment Siih-(‘ommitti*e themselves pointed out 
vt*i‘v earK in ihcir disenssioiis. \\ imwi aim at retrenchment in two ways, 
partly hy r(‘ducing the staff and ]»artl'. h> retlucing the ])ay of the staiff 
that we are rc‘taining. 1 would put it to the Houst‘ that an economy of 
|))actieall\ Ks. Ki lakhs on a giant of alioiit Ks. \H\ laklis is a very suhstan- 
lial a( •hievciiumt. Now, I fetd it .som(‘uhat nuloriiinate that according 
to the order of priorilx which the ]>;n'lii*s in lhi> House have adopted, we 
shoiihl have ail tliese eiits on the reviaine producing departments first. 

I feel it is unfortunate hceaus^^ — and I here put m\stdf on tlie same side 
as my .1 loininrahle friends oj>p<‘siti — heeatise 1 am anxious tiiat fhe whole 
(luestion <»f rctrenelimem •should la fnl)\ n*vii*\\Cfl hy this Ih.iiisi^ But 
ill conneetion with revtame collecting departments there arc* specdal consi- 
derations whitdi apply, and it is i\‘a!l\ a very tlangc‘rous tiling to carry 
relreiadiment too far. 1 (Uiglit of eoiir<e in a s»*nsc* to be* ph ased that this 
order has bt‘en adopt. ,! biaaiuse oin* eas** in di‘tc‘nding onr )>')sition is very 
much stronger as regards the rc Nemie pn»dneing de]iartmt*nts than it can 
jiossihly ho as regards any otlua* departments. In the latter you can, if 
vnii (h'sire as. a matter ol p«ilie\. vi-duei* the '-evvic’es which the Govern- 
mriil ar<* rendering. P>u< in the* <*a<e of tht* revenue producing do]>art- 
aieiits. you are risking vast viini< of moiu\\ . Indeed if onr ]>roposals are 
(<}»en to «'riti('ism on an\ side at all. I detinitc*ly tliink that it is not on 
tile .-ide ol iiiadecpiate retrenchment, tor in the* case of tin* t'nstoms and 
tile I iu*om(‘-i ax Depart nn‘nt s, wf max be aeiuallx going too lar in risking 
ndiietions of staff. Now. if I turn l*» the substance of the recommenda- 
tions ot the 1 letrencliment Suh-l ominit i» (\ the\ iiavi‘ recommended what 
I am afraid I must di'M-rihe as an i-ntirely arbitrary cut of 15 per cent. 
I have hamd no i’\|)lanat ion of w*h\ the\ Iiit upon exact I\ this ligurc of 
la pyr cf'iit. In other eases. tiu‘\ have adoptc'd dilfcuvnt percentages, 
hut in the ('ii>^toms, as a matter of inuiiediati* judgment based on some 
ot a priori intuition. i]u*\ sicm to Imvi* arrived at the e'*nehision tliat 
15 per cent, is a fair amount. Wo. Sir, have a]i]n'oaehod tin? matter from 
the ()ther side. We have approached it. if I max achx}U tiu* phi]''s<i]»hical 
distinction. h\ empirical methods; w-<* have gtim* down to tlie actual facts, 
" 'iisidered ,mr staff and i-onsidereil what it would l>t‘ safe to rernaieli. I 
’'otild put it to the House tliat that is the (Uiix nu‘tho<l which is safe 
" an one ••onies to de.il with a depaunumt ot this kind; ha- it has a 
aohnite service^ to perform and we must not risk the etVu-ient la rformanco 
'■» hat service. Otherwisi*. we shall defeat the wlioli* object of the ro- 
niu nuent (*ampaign. \ow. 1 liaxa* hefon* nu* licrc a long note prepared 
J^opartnient going iti very great detail into tlu* x'arious reeom- 
RetreTichment Sni)-( Wmmitlcc. Ohvimislx 1 cannot ask 
\ hear with me in going fullv tlirongh this note. Bnt there 

e certain points to whicli 1 should lik** to’ call the attention of the House. 

example, the Rub-Committee, for example, made a re- 
anri "^hat the net reduction among officers, taking Collectors 

Assistant (Collectors together, should be at least six. They said that 
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the Board’s proposal to make a net reduction of three, that is to say, 
ten per cent., was not enough. They recommended six of the posts on 
their ideal percentage of 15 per cent. In the first place, I would point 
out that a reduction of six from a cadre of 35, which is the cadre, would 
be a reduction of 17 per cent, and not lo per cent. I would point out, 
secondly, that in fact it is not correct to show that the reduction offered 
by the Board is three because the Board has actually proposed a reduc- 
tion of five Assistant (/ollector.-* posts parti \ ('ouuterhalaiiced by the 
creation of two new posts of Chief Accounts Officer. Now one Chief 
Accounts Officer to replacu' tlu* Cay and Accouutsi Officer at C’alcutta, 
whose pay was foruierK shown under lleinand Xo. 3/, and whose post 
was. abolished from the first Ih'etunlau*. 1931. This officer's functions 
were indispensable functions and would have had to be assigned to an 
Asisistant Collector of Customs but for the creation of the post of a Chief 
Accounts Officer. I merely mention that detail to show that, it 
ie. very difficult to givt* an exaci picture when yon take f)ne grant by itself, 
because' a good many of tliese grants hang togetluu*. ’Fhen again the pay 
Cl a Pay and Aectauifs Offinr, and so of each of the two new officers is 
on a lower scale than that of tin* Imperial Customs Service, and also 
those posts do not nirry various eoneessiou^. Alknviiig for all thosi* 
differences, we reckon that each of these uvw ])osts is etpii valent to only 
2/3rds of one of the Assistant Collect orships which has been abolished. 
Following out that same precise arithmetical method of calculations, we 
find that against a cadre of five Collectors and 2(5 Assistant ('ollectors, 
plus two-thirds of an officer, — the figure I put in to represent one Pay 
and Accounts Officer, — from a total of 31, ^rds officers, the Board has 
proposed a reduction to a cadre of 5 Collectors plus 21 Assistant Col- 
lectors, plus l,ird of an officer, representing two Chic'f Accounts Officers, 
a total of 27, ^rd officers which gives a net reduction of 4, ^rd officers, or 
nearly 14 per cent, of the original staff of officers. I merely mention 
those figures to show that if there is any virtue in the particular figure 
of 15 per cent , if we really follow out what we have done, we havt' got 
very ne.nr to Tn the ease of officers, we have in fact made a reduction 
cf 14 per cent. That is ri'allv as far as we think it is possible to go. If 
another Assistant (^olIeet(^r were to go, whicli would bring the total up to 
17 per cent., he* would have to he taken from Madras. Now, we cannot 
take him from Madras at ])resent until wo have had time to gauge the 
extent of the extra l)urden that the Collector there will hav(' to bear ns 
a result of our doeisiem to aholisli the post of Collector of Salt Beveniie 
and »nake the Collector of Cushmis flic head of the Salt Department. 
That brings up another connected point which of coursie is not quite 
clear from studying this gr.ant by itself. 

Now, Sir, I must ajjolf.gise to this House for liaving gone into tiieso 
details, but really until you gf> into the actual staff in this way it is imj 
posf;ihle to say udietiicr you cun elfeet u 10 per cent, reduction or a la 
per cent, reduciion, or any other Hguru that you like to take. I would 
put it til the House that we have* gone most carefully through the whole 
position, we have endeavoured to meet the recommendations of the 
trenenment 'f.ub-Oommittee as far as we possibly can, and we have gone 
further rhan our own departmental officers have advised us 
t la it was safe to go. And T would ask the House to treat this matter, 
in a sense perhaps u, is a small matter but this discussion is typical o 
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what all the other discussions will be, particularly in matters connected 
with revenue departments, — 1 would ask every Meinl>t*r of the House to 
wei^(h very carefully the action that he will take before he commits 
hiiiisclf to a- line of action winch I maintain would be one designed to 
force the (.xovernment into (!oursi‘s whicli arc really unsound and really 
contrary to the ]nil)lic int<*r(.'st. 

A good deal has been said by my Honourable friend Mr. K. Ahmed 
about. CiTtain (expectations and undertakings that he iniglit gel from me. 
i do not know exactly what m\ Honourahh‘ friend had in mind. But 
I (»an givt*. him this undertaking — that althf>ngh T stand here now and say 
that this is the minimum demand which we feel we can safely jnit 
before ihe House in tlie ]»resent cnreiimstaniM.'s. that is not. as 1 have 
said to the House on many «iCcasions, nur last word on tlie subject. We 
(l.» iKjt n*gard this as the sum and end of our aMempts to achieve (•conoiny. 
Wo have got to go on inabinL'^ elfortv; long as the present economic 
conditions- remain, not tncrcl\ in ordc'r to j'tYect further reductions but 
ill order to keep wlicre wo arc . I would remind the House that we are 
not like a man standing c»n a ]>avement who if he stands still remains 
when' he is; wc aro standing on a <nrt of inoving ))latiV)nn. and unless 
\\( actually move* hac'kwards wc' are hound to go on moving forwards as 
regards expenditure', because e have to faee every year this automatic 
increase owing to the increments of pay : and we shall certainly require 
an c'fTca-t. as I say, 71(j1 ])ierel\ to reduce* expenditure l)ut to k'ce*]) it at 
present ]o.V(4. That (‘tYoi-t, I ass\ire the Honsi-. will be made, but I 
.'.sk them not to fona* (b)Venunent. now beyond wbat we c*onsuic*r after 
the fullest possible consideration to lie* safe'. 

Thc'u, Nir, I liesitate to weary tlu* House with any further discussion 
of this question of <»veriiine pa\ . But 1 would just like lo ]Hit before 
them I'xactly wliat is the position of one of these olYiccrs who is entitled 
to overtime j>ay. W(' are informed that owing to the decline in business, 
ih<‘ avt'i-age rale ilial any man will get from these overtitue fees wall be 
nduced by considerably more than 30 per eent. The Board has actually 
cases of one class of men whose average earnings from fees have declined 
from Ks. 70 over the last three years to Bs. B7 in the cniTcnt year. Now*, 
Sir, if tlu' House will consider tlu' position of >ne those men. it is this. 
J^npposing liis pay is Bs. 300 and he can expect from overtime IN. 70. ho 
losc.s in tli(' first place his cut of 10 per cent, on his pay of IN. 300 which 
krings him down tt^ IN. 270. 'fhen instead of getting IN. 70 on hi.s over- 
time fet's 111* actually *gets IN 37, whi(*h brings him down to T\s. 307. 
Midi on top of tliat his IN. 37 is subject to a- further cut of 10 per cent., 
•==0 that h(' goes down to about IN. 303 as against his former expectation 
f'f total eniolumi'nts amounting to T\s. 370. Now. whether it was right 
‘^Yiginally to allow the whole of these overtime fees persons who were 
doing th(' work is a qth'slion for consi<leration. But- what llu' House has 
got to realise is that these woro the definitely accepted conditions of ser- 
yjco, and T maintain that to make deducti<ms in that form of remuneration 
exactly the same and on ex.aetly the same basis for those who have 
engaged to servo on those terms as to cut their pay. And owing to the 
decline of t-ho amount of fi'cs whieh have been received, these men are 
very much worse off now, — tlu'v have suffered miieh greater deterioration 
in their conditions than any other class of Government servants. I think 
is important to rcnliso those facts. There is another point in connection 
'Mth these overtime fees of which T want to remind the House, although 
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the point was made by my Honoiirabl*? friend Mr. Xixon in his speed 
I want to put before the House that even if we were to accept the who! 
principle of this cut motion, we could not possibly achieve the econoin 
of 61 lakhs which it piir]>orts to impose upon us, because in their ca; 
culations the Itetrenchmcnt Sub-Gonunitlee liave relied on get tin 
Rs. 0 , 88.000 out of a changt* in the nietluHl of distributing overtime fee? 
But unfortunatel\ the amount that we are recta'vinir in overlime fees ha 
declined very considerably and we could not possiblx make this saving ou 
of adopting their prineiph*. Mr. Xixon lias poinUal out that that is mad. 
clear in tlic general summar\ whitdi we have circulated, and that w(* hav. 
already included In economics lis. 2,12.000 owing to this decline in the 
amount of fees wliich we can collect. So that, in any (*ase on this prin 
eiple, the cut as it .stands is an impossible one. 

r have said that my Honourahh* triends whn sai on libs lietnMiefi- 
ment Siib-(k)minittoe \vert‘ acting on an arbitrarv principle in selcM-ting l.'i 
per (‘ent. as the* ])rop(*r measure' of saviiig. [ should like io read to the 
House one passage from their report; they say: 

‘‘Thf Board has oiYorod to ‘dTei l a IU p<*r c*c‘iit. i‘(Mlii<aion ii» «'st .d)Hshinc'nts ; do 
not t.’onsidi-r this (dT»T aclc'quatr in th»‘ <*aso thi'^ dc'part namt 

And then tliey go on — and this is tlu* ^(‘Utence to which ! wisli tn draw 
the attcaition of the House: 

Iiidia'.s oversoas iracie, lu)ih iinp«»ri jind ('Xpert, has drrlini'd appiociably.** 

T do put it to tile House that in tiie first ])lae(.* that is ri*all\ a misleading 
statement. The value* of India's trtide as we all know has cha-lined appre. 
ciahly. In fac-t as 1 })oiiited out myself in my Ibidgi*! speech, it is but 
a bare half of what it was tw() year.s ago. Ibit tb»‘ volume of trade has 
not declined in anything like tlu* saint* pr(»p(»rtiou. and i*V(‘n if it had it 
would he c(nite imp(.»ssi[)Ie for us. and entirel v un just ifialile lor ns to trv 
and regulate the extent of our Gustoms staff according to temp('»rary 
tliictuaticjTis in tlu* volume of trad*'. We (*annot f(»llow c\el(*s in trade, up 
and down; we cannot deal with a staff of a departnu-nt like the ('ustoins 
Dei)artm(*iit on this hasi.>; and (d' all that stands in that r(‘f)ort. that on,' 
sentence .stems to me t«> he tlu* nu^st misleading, “'riu* volume of 
India’s overseas trade has declined a])preeial)l\ . ” I take an (‘iiiirely er^n- 
trary view. India’s trad^v lik(* thi* trade* of ever\ ctamtry in tlu* world, 
is suffering today: hut India’s tradt* is, if yon lake a long period of \ejus. 
on a clear upward grade, and w(* <'an ItKik forward to an incri*ase in India's 
trade in the futim*. We have en. rinons irrigation schemes such as tlu* 
Sukkur Barrage scheme which is coming fo fruition; that alone* may make 
an enormous difference in tlic* volume of India’s (‘xports and conseqiienllv 
in the volume of India's imports. Wo are on the upward grade and one 
of the dangers again?^ which wc must most (*arefully guard is. lest UTKlt‘r 
the influence of a temporary depression, we tnay crip]»le permanently the 
public services of this country. Sir. anxious as I am for retrenchment, 
that nightmare, if I may so call it, is always before me that in order to 
meet this temporary^ need we may do irreparable injury to the whole of the 
Government services in thi.s country. We have fried to ki»ep the balance 
fair; and I put it to the House that in these* Demands — this Demand 
the Gustorns Depaitment — wc have struck a fair balance, erring if at all 
on the side of going too far to meet my Honourable friend's recommenda- 
tions. 
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I will not take any more time of the House. I trust that they recog- 
nise that I speak with sincerity on this matter. I trust that they recog- 
nise that if I had more time I ‘could have made out an even more con- 
vincing case to them, and I trust also that they recognise that if I stand 
here ranv and say that we cannot go further today, it does not mean that 
I am in an\ sense weakening in my (ielermination to do all that I can 
to promote economy and retrencdiment. Tf they recognise that, I think 
that every Memhta’ of this FToust* can feel that he can vole against this 
niotion witlioiit in any sense ]nitting hiujself on the side of those who 
fail to recognise that economy in pul>lic expenditure is the most vital 
interest of India today. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr. Presi(h-nt. I do not think it was necessary' for 
tile Honourable thi‘ Finane*' Meiidier to makj* any long speech against the- 
motion thfit I put In'fore tin* House, as he is snn of i-f )nsideral)li- siipp 'Vt 
from a seeti<m of the Xationalist Benches. Mr. Manga Iyer has niad^^ 
his fiosition. and I believe the ])osition of nfam* otin r Nlrnnhers of his party, 
quite clear upon tliis motion. He* is cntir(‘ly opf)Os(*d to ihc princifile on 
whicli this and ntlu*r nu^tions are l)as(*d, and if I understand his altitude 
aright, altliongli In* is in thror\ mitirely for (‘^-ononiy in tin* admin’stra- 
tion. lit* is not going to support any sp(*cifle proposals for ec<)nom\ . It 
tliMi is the propi‘r attitudi* takon up 1)\ a st*etion of the Xationalist 
Party 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; I wish to [loint <asl to tlu* H«>noiirabl.* Mernl>er 
that there is no just ilieal ion for saxing tliat that is tin* \iew of any section 
of tile Xationalist Party. My friend, Mr, Manga Iyer, made it plain that 
that was his ]>i‘rs«»nal vicu ; and he is entithal to give expri‘Ssion to his 
personal view; hut to impute that view t.<» an\ section of the Xationalist 
Party is unjustitiahle h> anvthitig that Mr. Manga I\er has sai<l this after- 
noon. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: .Mr. Manga I>er is the Vice-President of the 
Nationalist Partx, and I take it that when he speaks, he di>i\s spe.ik at 
Ica^t for a section of tjiat part\ ; oiherwise lu- W(^uhi not haxt* i.ceU}»iL‘ i 
tile position of \’:e<*- Leader. I'nrihcr. ht* read oul a statement whieli was 

Hui)port«*d, lie said, ox at lejist several meiid)i*rs of his parly, that the 

arrangement was not to tlie etYei-t that lluTe will l)e general supj)ort from 
iiis partx, hut that every one will he eiitith'd tt» say xvliat he has to say 

on the several motions and voti* as he likes. If all that has anx nu-aning, 

that means that the ilon«)urahie the Finanee Member and the tioverimii nt 
have eonsiderahle '^up|mr: in l!ie Xationalist Partx against anx motion ha* 
ocoTKunic cuts. In fact Mr. Manga 1\<T said that he docs luM care tor 
any economic cuts when tlu* censure cut was not m«>veiL W’ln'sc fault 
Was ii What eciisurt' cut w as iu>t movia! V As regards the (h*d nan»*es, 
a itioiion w as noved and we gave it full suj^port : hut is that anx reas<m. 
whatever may havt‘ happened, why this question should not he dealt with 

the merits? But as I liavi* saiiL the position iioxv is tliat the XiUional- 

Party as a xvhole is not going to support us on these t'conomx pro- 
posals 

Sir Harl Singh Gour: I wish, lest tlu*iv should he any misunderstand- 
ings on that point, to assure inx friend. Sir Abdur Mahim, — and I Imve 
^he authority of my friiuid, Mr. Hanga Iyer, to say — that his statement was 
purely personal to him and nn as not n\ade by him as a representative of 
party 
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Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Can you speak for your party? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I can. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Can you? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: If my FTonourable friend Sir Hari Sin^h Gour Mas 
‘SO sure that that was nob the attitude of his party or of any section cf 
his party, one Mould have expected that udien Mr. Jtanga Iyer was speakin '- 
hi? Mould have j^ot u]) and corrected liim and said that that Mas not the 
attitude of any section of his j)arty hut only the personal view of Mr. 
Ran^i^a Iyer himself. 

As for Mr. Kanga T\er, M*e all knoM' liim and 1 need not joint out thal 
there are many Members of the Hnise M'ho M()uld not take him seriously 
on this or any oeeasion at all. Ht^ has made his position quite clear as 
to tlu'se (’ommittec'^ and their reports. Ho told us on a previous oeeasion 
that he thrcM' the rejjort of the (lencral Purposes Committee into the 
uastc-paper basket; he nt'vcr read it and intended to i*oad it; and 

I suppose he has done* similar ]ioni)ur to the second vo|)orl of the General 
Purposi‘S Sub-Committee. After that to expect 

Mr, 0. S. Ranga Iyer: On a ]»oint of J)ers(vnal exidanation. all that i 
said on that occasion — and if the htaunirahU* genlhanan ndreshes hi'^ 
memory he M*ill find it— Ma.s this, that 1 did not believe in n*adinic rej)ort^ 
distributed to us in driblets; I Minted to read them fdl together. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Hid not the Honourable Member say that it ought 
to be consigned to the M’aste-paper basket? If be reads through his 
speech again he M'ill find that he did say that. AnvM’ay, Sir, I shall now 
come to the* merits of the proposal before the Hous(‘. hut having regard 
to the attitude taken up liy tlu* Vice-Leader of the Xal ionalisi. Part>, M*e da 
not propose to press this motion to a division. 

Nom’, Sir, as regards the reduction of 15 per cent, in the (hwtoms c^tah 
lishment, our justification M'as that there Mas a eonsiderahh* di'oline in ili* 
volume of trade, and this m'hs admitted by many M'itnesses M'ho appenro 
before us, in fact some of the official M’itnesses M'ho were questioned ar 
the point said that it M'ould take some years, — some said five, some snin 
seven years, before m’o eould expect a trade* revival. T'^ndor lho<e circum- 
stanees 15 per cent, reduction in the establishment eould not be said tr 
be too much. The Honourable Sir George Schuster has not told us that 
the volume of trade has not dechned bv 15 per cent., it has declined nni(?h 
more. These are the figures; 

1929- 30, it was 22 crores 93 lakhs and odd. 

1930- 31, it Mr^as 14 crores 49 lakhs and odd. 

1931- 32, it was 10 crores 93 lakhs and odd. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Would the Honourable Membor 
inform the TTouse Mffiat figures he is reading'' 

Sir AbdTir Rahim: I am reading from the summary of tabic showing the 
value ^ of imports and exports and of the total exports for each tnon^- 
This is from the accounts relating to the sea-borne trade and navig«ation 
of British India. 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: But these are figures of the value 
of trade. If 1 might be permitted to do so, I should like to make one 
point clear. I’ fully admitted, — in fact it was the main theme of my 
Budget speech — that the value of trade liad fallen by about a half. In 
the speech which I have just made, I drew a distinction between the 
of trade with the volume of trade. As to the latter I may perhaps 
give iny friend some figures which I intended to give the House in my 
speecli. The total number of bills of entry and shipping bills handled at 
all ports in 1930-31, — that is to say the last year for which we have figures, 
—and it was a very bad year, — was 1,319,707 as against for 1926-27, 
which was one of the biggest years of trade for India, 1,341,393. That is 
to say, tlicre was a decline of only 2^ per cent, in the total number of 
bills of entry and shipjjing bills handled at all ports. I think that gives 
ji fair idea of the position as regards the business of the customs officials, 
and it shows that there has not been any sensational decline. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: 1 ask my friend if the decline in volume could have 
been only 2 ]}er cent, while the decline in value has been 50 per cent. ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (jertainly it could. But the 
r(‘as()n why thcrt‘ has l)(?en this fall in value is a (picstion to which I too 
would like to know the aiiswt'i*. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: As regards the ('(»ntral Board of Bevenue, they them- 
selves n‘(*oin]n(‘ndod 10 per cent. My friend complained that we applied 
i\ higher figiin* to this department, hut he will find that we did not have 
iiTuI (*ouId not have a uniform percentage for all de])nrtments. Wc had to 
look int(^ the case of ea(‘h de])artment before suggesting liow much should 
be rediieed. 

One general remark made by my friend was that the revenue eollecting 
department should he treated on a differtait basis. In fact, in the sum- 
iiiarv that lias been supplied to us. the posith^n of the Finance Department 
is stated ill this wa\ : 

“ Tliis sofoncl roport roNors lli«* r<»st <>f ctilloftion rovniucin tlio Ciistfai s. Salt and 
Opium I><*pnrt menls. the cxpciulif iiri' on tlif* Si»<Ti'tariat depart niont.^i. ^xperahtuTc <'n Pe.it.s 
an«l Pilotage and Jaghth()iise.s which is wliolly or partly et>vored by reeeipts, the operations 
of tli(‘ <*urrency and mint <lepart ments, all of whi<’h are fiel ’s in wjiieh n^trenelmaait by the 
oliininntion «>r rcdiief icai of pnrtieular aeti vitie.s is not possible to the fifxiv.v extent ns in the 
sciontifif and rt'senreh <lopart incuts nf which the a<’tivities can be temporarily suspende<l 
i>r r(‘stri<*t»»d without gra\'c risk tf» the elVieitatey of the admini.stralitin ." 

That, lias heiMi tlu' atlitiidi* of the Finance Dejiartnu'nt throughout. 
Tli('ir view is, cut out as imudi as \ou ean in tlu' F.diieation. scientific and 
researcli departments, hut do not make any cuts in wliat are called the 
revenue* collecting and administ rat ivc departnumts. That is a pe>r;ition we 
could not acco]>t. It was rather amusing that only the other day niv friend 
Fa/.l-i- Husain came in hen' and protestinl in the presence of Sir 
George Schuster that we were cutting all tlie scientific' departments, de- 
pnrtinonts to wliich popular opinion attached great importance. Now, 
is the exact position of novernment ? Tf we handle the Kducation, 
and Tiands Department and say that here there is too much of 
’^uminist ration instead of real work, and therefore the superfliu^us offi- 
should be rodiit'ed. they say“-‘*0]i. you are going against public 
®Puiion’\ Tf wo deal with the administrative departnionts and say that 
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they do not want so many officers, then they say, ‘‘Oh, this is dangerous 
to the entire administration**. On this point, .1 shall read a reference in 
the General Purposes Sub-Committee *s Beport to the evidence of the 
Public Service Commission, and this is what 1 think Mr. Nixon referred 
to: 

Wh.it is (dearly needed is greater reliance on the sense of responsibility of the various 
units of adrninistration. This view of the position is confirmed by such an eminent body 
as the mxiibsrs of th'^ Public Servic^o Commission in their replies to our questionnaires. 
They say: — ‘In mj-it in.itb.u*s of importance with which the Public Service Commission 
deal it appears to them, as far as wo can ascertain, that after the matter has been most, 
elaborately considered by the H Members of the commission, it is considered ab initio, in 
the Government offices ' 

That is the sort of procedure we protested against, and yet we find 
that in the whole of tlie Secretariat, so far as I can gather from the summary 
that has been supplied to us, very^ little of our proposals have been accepted 
so far as officers arc concerned. We however tornied a very clear con- 
clusion that in the administrative departments of the Secretariat and 
other administrative departments under the Government of India if 
Government could rcdiu'c a great deal of the noting tliat goes on, the 
expenditure could be reduced considerably. Sir, the opinion of the Public; 
Service Commission must be respected, and the same oi)inion was given 
by a number of persons holding very responsible positions and who knew 
what they were talking about. The same observation applies in the case 
of non-official committees and commissions. Is it not a fact that 
many commissions and committees are appointed and afttTwards all their 
labours are thrown away? Look at the constitutional inquiry that has 
been going on for the last four or five years, with what result? We do 
not know in fact whether any result whatever has been achieved so far. 
These are some of the directions in which economies can be ofFcctod. All 
that we can at present do is to ask the Finance Member and other Mem- 
bers of the Government to reconsider the position, because T do not think 
that the Government or the country is yet out of the woods. We do not 
^ know what the real financial position is. The financial diffi- 

culty must continue for some time, is hound to continue for 
•some time, and therefore T ask with all the emphasis that I can com- 
mand, whatever may be the result of the voting, if there bo voting, on 
this motion, that the Government will go on steadily with retrenchment 
and economy. (Applause.) 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That the Demand under the head ‘ Customs * be reduced by TIs. 6,57,000.’* 


The motion was negatiyed. 


Mr. President : The question which I have now to put is : 

“ That a (Um not oxc3oding Hs. 60,. 7 4, 000 bn "granted to the Oovornor General 
Council to dcfpav th»' eharoros, which will come in countn of payment, durinff the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Customs 


The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 17 — ^Taxes on Income. 

Tbe HonoursUe Sir Ctoorge Schuster: I beg to move: 

•‘That a sum not oxceoding Rs. 79,21,000 be grantodto the Governor General in 
Oouncil to defray tho charges, whicli will coino in coursci of payment, during the year ending 
the 3 1st day of March, 1333, in respect of ‘ Taxes on Income 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Our Party Members will not move any of these 

cuts 


Mr. Presidenti: Order, order. Motion moved: 

“ That a sum not lixceeding Ks. 73,21,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which Avill come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of Marc;h, 1933, in respect of ‘ Taxes on Income ’,** 

On tlnit motion there is an economy cut motion^ from Mr. A. Das. 

Mr. A. Das (Penares and Gonddipur Divisions : Non-Muhanmiadan 
iiiiral) : In view of tho representation made by the Jioader of my Party 
that the members of tlie Nationalist Party are not going to support the 
cut motions, I do ‘not think it is necessary to move any cut motion at all. 

Mr. Presidant: The Honourable Member does not wish to move his 
motion ? 

Mr. A. Das: T do not wish to move it. 

Mr. President: As the Honourable Member does not "^nsh to move his 
motion, I put the original motion to the vote. The question is: 

That a sum iu)t exceeding Ks, 79,21,000 be granto*! to tlio Governor General in Coun- 
cil to defniv the <‘hargos, whieh will <*oine in cfmr.se of payment, during the year ending the 
31st March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Tax<»s on Tncoim* 

Th(‘ motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 18— Salt. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move: 

That a sum not oxceoding Ks. 71,42,000 be grant otl to tho Governor General in Coun- 
cil to defray the cdmrges, whi<*h will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the ,31st flay of March, 1933, in n\spoct of ‘ Salt 

Mr. Muhaxuxuad Aahar Ali: I do not move my cut motion.! 

Xr. B. H. Misra: 1 do not move my cut motion.! 

Mr. President: The question is: 

dl t execHMling Hs. 7 1 ,42,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in Coun- 

, charges, which will come in course of payment, during tho year ending 

Ist flay of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Salt *.** 

The motion was adopted. 

That tho Domand under tho bond ‘ Taxes on Inconio * bo reduced by Rs. 1,50,000,** 

t That tho Domand under the head ‘ Salt ’ be reduced by Ra. 1,86,000.** 
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Demand No. 19 — Opium. 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Schuster; I beg to move:, 

“ That a sum not oxcoeding Rs. 69,90,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during tho year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Opium ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 20 — Stamps. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move:] 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,21,000 bo granted to the Governor General in Coun- 
cil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Stamps 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 21 — ^Forest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move'q 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,93,000 ho granted to the (Governor (Jcnernl in Coun- 
cil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment , during the .vear[ending tin* 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Forest 

Mr, B. V, Jadhav: T do not move my cut motion.* 

Mr. President: The question is:' 

“ That a sum not exceeding Hs. 4,93,000 be granted to tlie Governor (hmeral in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in cfmrse of payment, during tlie ycjir 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Forest 

Th(^ motion was adopted. 

DkMAXi) No. 22— IltKKiATKJ.V (l\( I.n)L\t; \V()ItKI\(; Navto vtiox, 

l',Ml:\NKMKXT AVn DrAINAOK WoRKR 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: F p, move: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,45.000 be granted to tlie f;overnor General in 
Council to defray tlie charges, which will ccuiie i n course of payment , duri iig t he year eiidi ivJi 
the 31st day of March, 19.3.3, in respcft of ‘ Irrigation (inc*hiding Working F.xpenses). Xmm- 
gation, Fhnbankment and l)iainag<- Works’.*’ 

The nioti(jii was adopted. 

De.maxf) — Txdi.w PosT.t AXD TELKonAPUs Department (ixceupint. 

WoRKixo Expenses). 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I beg to move:J 

“ That a siiin not exceeding Rs. 10,67,90,000 be granted to the Governor General iti 
Council tf) detny the charges, wliich will come in course of payment, <]uring the yearcndinli 
tho 31.sl day of March. 19.33, in lesp^et of ‘ Tndian Post.s and Telegraphs Department (ia* 
chiding W<a ki7ig l■"xpenseH) 


♦‘^That the Demand undortho bead* Forest* be reduced by Rs, 1,25,000.” 
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Mr, N. M. Jofihi (Nominated Non-Oftieial) : 1 propose, Air. President, to 
oppose this motion of the Monourable thi* Finance Alember. My reason 
for opposing this motion is tfuit the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
have made retrenchment on a very wrong principle. Sir, the Retrench- 
ment (\ 3 m 1 nittees appointed by the (government of India decided that in 
order tliat then* should be soniti saving in their exj)enditiire, salaries of 
th(*ir employees receiving more than a certain number of rupees should be 
(Jilt down, but in the case (^f the Post Olhcc! as well as some other depart- 
ments like Railways and other de])artments having factories, the Govern- 
ment of India did not observe this rule. They decided that in this 
dc[)artment, which is regarded as a commercial department, the salaries 
of people sliould be cut down irrespective of what minimum they receive. 
Now, Sir, T consider that a very wrong principle, because if (government 
wanted to save money hy cutting down the sfilaries of people it is absolute- 
ly U(‘(jessarv that people^ getting a certain minimum should be saved from 
the cut, because tliesc pcoph^ have absolutely no margin hn* saving, and 
j therefore feel that the Assembly sh«ailrl not grant this Demand. If the 
Government of India accepted the priiudplo for the emj^loyees in other 
departments, that peo])le with certain minimum salaries should be free 
from tile cut, I do not know wliy the postmen should have been excluded 
from this lieiietit. I cannot understand the argument that the Postal 
Departnumt as well as the Railways are commercial departments. If 
they ar{‘ <*<)iimu*reial departments, tin* best thing is that they should pro- 
cei'd on tlie b(*st connm'reial principle. I quoted yesterday the ])rinciple 
laid down by Henry Ford, and if your department is not doing well 
financially and if tlnwe is a depression, the worst method that people should 
follow is to cut down the wages of the people. This is thi» principle laid 
down by Henry Ford, a commoivialist and an industrialist. Therefore 
the rigid prinei])U* for a eonimereial department is not to cut down wages 
of the lowest paid. I therefore feel that this Demand should not be 
granted. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt (Rurdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
It would not have been necessary for me to rise on this occasion but for 
tile observations madi* by iny Honourable friend who represents labour. 
He has said that the whole grant should b? refused. Does he mean to 
say that we should no longer have Posts and Telegraphs in India? We 
appreciate tht* motive with which my Honourable friend acts on behalf 
of labfiur. We also feel for labourers. My Honourable friend must 
remember the dire eeonomie <listress to which the country has been reduced 
at the prt'sont moment. When you talk of labour, you only talk of highly 
l aid lahouri'rs wliose income is. say, Rs. oOd a year or Rs. !.()()(> a year. 
Now Me know and my friend also knons the sort of life that is led by 
the poor agricnilturists in the villages. At present they have been thorough- 
h' ruined. A family consisting of five <ir six members can haixlly get one 
5iieal a day and their income is not more than Rs. d nr 4 per month and 

this they have to maintain themselves. If we find tliat the agricul- 
turists, who eompo.s(* nion* than 80 per cent, of the population, live on this 
filial! pittance, I do not think, anybody, whether he be a labour leader or 
^‘ommereial magnate, can t*ensure the Government for a cut that may be 
in the wages of their labourers. T know that the champions of 
labour act from disinterested motives, but they do not belong to the 
lahouriTig class. They an' well dnssed and well fed men, and some of 
•fhein got Rft. 100 a day for pocket money. 
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Hr. N. M. Joshi: 1 have no pocket money for myself. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: It is praiseworthy that people getting lls. 3,00 
should feel for the lot of the man getting Bs. 30 or 60 a month, 
appreciate the noble motive, hut I would ask them to look at the condi 
tion of the country. The agriculturists are ruined. The medical practi 
tioners and the lawyers have got their incomes reduced by at least 5( 
per cent. District court lawyers, who used to earn ten to twelve thoiisanc 
a year do not lanv earn even four or five thousand a yeiir. I'eople caimo 
afford to call qualified medical men in their homes, but take their childrci 
in their arms to the dispensary. That is the condition in the country 
I hold no brief for the Committee, and it will not be proper for me to d< 
so, but I trust that in order to keep the dcpartimmit itself living, 
friend will not oppose this motion. There are two alternatives before 
us. One is to abolish ihe Postal Department hocause the (lovernmen 
cannot go on working the department at a loss. '’Phe ordinary cx])en(li 
ture of the Postal Department is 12 crores. while their income is 10 crore* 
and the income is going down. So wc cannot expect that the Govern 
ment will maintain the department in order to give ns the luxury of com 
municating with our friends and relations. There are two alternatives 
before the Governmeni. Either to retrench the men or to rotrencl 
salary. Sir. none of us would like that men who, aft(‘r passing ihe P.A 
or B.Sc., entered Ihe Postal service on Bs. 00 a month should now h( 
thrown out of employment, after liaving been in the Df*partment for some 
years. ask them to get out at this stage and sock other avenues o' 
employment is very hard indeed and T ask wliat is th(* prospect before them' 
Sir, wo all know the enormous difficulties at the ])rcscnt moment o 
getting any job ; so I would suggest that instead of championing the cause 
of labour, which will really not do them any good, let us bo more reason- 
able. Wo won't ask the Government. Sir, to retroiicli a singh? individual: 
I am against that procedure : and if there has bec*n any retrenchment oi 
men, T strongly oppose that, because I do not tliink that a single individual 
should he retrenched and thus }je deprived of his bread. It is far more 
humane to retrench salaries than retrenching men; by retrenching men 
you make them and their families starve while allowing others, the unn*- 
trenched men, to enjoy fat salaries. Sir, in this rronnoction I may relate 
a story. On a journey to Bombay I mot one young man drawing a salarv 
of Bs. 200. T wanted to know his exact views on the retrenchment opera- 
tions. Sir, he almost came down on his knees and said, "Pray, do not 
retrench a single individual. Look lic're, I am drawing Bs. 200 a month. 
Do you mean to say that if you cut out 25 per cent, of rny salary and 
thereby saved the axing of some other man. I would mind that so much? 
Of course it is fortunate that I h.ave got an appointment on Bs. 200 a 
month ; but if T am now suddenly thrown out in the streets, I might not 
get even Bs. 60 a month or possibly any appointment at all. So it if’ 
more equitable all round to retrench salaries howsoever lieavily. rather 
than to retrench individuals with dependents". So I would ask those of 
my friends wlio really feel for labour and for their countrymen to ponder 
over this /isi^ect of the case calmly and let us all advise (xovemment not 
to retrench a single individual hut to retrench men’s salaries. 

Mr. E. E. Sykes fBomhav: European): Sir, T was listening with verv 
great interest to Babu Amar Nath Dutt s speech. T am quite mro thatJ 
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if I had had an opportunity on Wednesday of moving the motion that 
stood in my name, I should have had his support. I may now read it 
out to him: 

“ Failure of tho Oovorument to adopt the policy of reconciling the rates of pay to 
ih# low cost of living.” 

Sir, I must also cjxpress my gratitude to Mr. Joshi for opposing this 
motion, because it did not appear to me that it was a motion on which 
a discussion of this kind would be germane, but as you have permitted hia 
observations and those of Babu Amar Nath Dutt, 1 see no reason why I 
myself should not contribute to a discussion of the whole question. This^ 
Sir, is a very important question, and it is one 

Mr, President: The question before the House is that a grant be mado 
for the Posts and Telegraphs Department, and anything arising out of 
tliat is relevant and nothing else. 

Mr, E. P. Sykes: Or also arising out of tho speeches delivered by 
]\rembers V 

Mr. President: They were perfectly relevant because they were dealing 
with employees of the Posts and Telegraphs Dej)artinent. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: Sir, Mr. Joshi *s point was that he opposed the 
motion for a grant to the Posts and Telegraphs Department on the ground 
that the Posts and Telegraphs Department had made undue retrench- 
iiieiits in tile pay of their servants. (Mr. K. M. Joshi: “lii tho pay of 
postmen.'’) Bxaidly, 1 am quite prepared to accept the limitation that 
Air. Joshi suggests. Now, Sir, this matter was considered very early in 
tlui proceedings of the Betrenchment Committees and they came to certain 
decisions, and the Government also adopted certain decisions, but tho 
curious thing is that in this large volume in which arc reported the recom- 
mendations of the (’ommittces and the Govenmient \s orders on them,, 
there is no nderence to the terms of these reductions. You will find under 
each head a lump sum shown at the end, “Cuts in pay”. Now I take 
it from Air. Joshi that there is a cut in the pay of the lowest-paid man. 

1 ])f*lieve Government accepted the recommendations of the Committees 
that dealt with this subject and made a reduction of 3^ per cent, of pay. 
All*. Joshi considers that that is excessive. Now the department to which 
my ITonourable friend refers is not tho only eommercial de])artmcnt con- 
eornocl, and Mr. Joshi will possibly be interested in the views of the 
Thiilway li-tdrenehinent Coniinittee. (.Mr, N. Af. Joshi: “I am not at this 
stage interested in railway men but only in the postal men for my present 
purpose.”) That Committee, Sir, said: 

“ Tho next question that arose was whether the out sliouM he uni form or jirailuated. 
Tt oan ho argued that present eircuinstaiicos have already liit tlio hiplier prti«t liardor.. 

The inerensed taxation, both direet (like income ami super tnxes^ and indiri'ct (like customs 
duties), has very oonsi(lerably reduced not only their net ineonie but the piireliasing power 
of that income ; and tho fall in tho price of footlstniTs has nffeetod them hut little as expen- 
diture on food forms a relatively small part of their total cost of living. Nevertheless we 
felt that it was reasonable to maintain that the higher the pay. the more the margin of 
surplus of income over expenditure and the less t he hardship i nflieteil by a cut . \\ o there- 

fore came to tho conclusion that the <*ut shoukl begin with half an anna in the rupee on 
incomes of Ra. 30 and under and progress gradually.” 

S'ir, some people mighi» say tli.at* they see in those remarks of the 
hotronchmcht Suh-CYmimittee a failure/ in logic. Perhaps some do not. 

I submit that if there is any failure in logie in their recommenda- 
tions. or in the measures taken by Government as a consequence of those 
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recommendations, there is equally a failure in logic in the process by 
which, when prices rose after the war, tho scales of wages were corres- 
pondingly increased. However, no one is entirely guided by logic, aud 
I think that the argument of Lala (Laughter) Ainar Nath is much to the 
point. (.1 \'oicr: “Jlabu.'’) 1 beg your pardon, liabu Amar Nath Dutt — 1 
thought he was a Kayasth. (A Voice: “He is."') Sir, Jhibu Amar Nath 
Hiitt’s argument is very much more relevant. My Honourable friend 
drew a comparison between the remuneration of pei-sons engaged in agri- 
cultural operations and contrasted that with the earnings of postmen whose 
wages we are at present discussing. His view was that, so far ironi it 
being a matter of reduction by 3.4 per cent., it was much more Ji reduc- 
tion by 80 per cent, that they were suffering from. As to the cxai t ner- 
centage bv wliich the agricultural labourer is worse off ; I do not propose 
to detain the House this evening with a discussion on that subject or witli 
any attempt to estimate closely, but if only, Sir, you observi* tlie. i ailing 
off in customs, in excise and in railway revenues, you will perceive very 
clearly that the agricailturist must have had a very considerabh* reduction 
in resources, whicli reduction is not ' such as can be measured by 3^ per- 
cent. of his sources. Now, Sir, the Government have appj.nuitlv 
accepted the recommendations of the Retrenchment ('ommittec* in tliis 
matter, hut 1 have not noti(-ed that tiuw have been extraordinarily 
anxious to defend the recommendations or tht*ir aceoptanee for them. 
On two occasions T hav(‘ raised this question. I raised it on the general 
discussion of the Hailway Budget and the subject was carefully avoided 
by the Member in charge. I rais(^d the subject again on tin* general dis- 
cussion of the General Budget. It was equally avoided then. I triral to 
raise the point subsequently by means of u question put to the Govern- 
ment on the subject of the wages which tlie.v were paying in Delhi and 
which were being paid in the same, jdace by other einpU)yers. Now, Sir, 
a very remarkable thing has liappened. A fortnight elapsed hetwei ii the 
time I jnit ir my question and the time when it was answca-efl and the 
Government were unal)le to obtain any information on the subject. The 
Government here are in effect the Local Government. They have a very 
large staff .... 

Mr. President: The Ch air sympathises with the Honourable ^lemliiT 
in the griev.ance which he seems to have, but the Ghair sliould like to ask 
him whether he is supporting the motion or opposing it. Tf he is doing 
either of the two, then the rcleva.nt observations would he to st’itc his 
reasons why he is supporting the grant or opposing it? 

Mr. E. P. Sykes: I am opposing the grant because the reduction of 
w-ages referred by Mr. Joshi is entirely unreasoniiblc and it is me that 
*hc Government themselves, as I have shown by instanc(*s, are not •n the 
least anxious t(; defend. Therefore, T am prepared to come to Mr. Joshi s 
assistance and oy)pose this grant. 

Mr. JagaH Nath Aggarwal (Julhmdur Drvision: Non-MiihammadanV. 
Sir, I have much pl:‘asure in supporting the motion of Mr. Joshi. It ^ 
for various reason.; that T am compelled to take this stop. It is not ^ 
words of Mr. Arrau Nath Dutt that I am opposing this grant, hut 
because this is a depf.rtrrjcnt for which 1 have the highest respect amoHn 
the various departni...nts of Government. Sir, our grievances on this ?icor 
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fjill under various heads, and it is time that we ventilated them on this 
occasion which has come ratlier suddenly. Well, Sir, we may just as 
well recof^mise the solid fact that the post rjthce is one of those fJepart- 
irieiits that comes into contact with the life of every citi/.en, be he in a 
town or be lie in a villaj^e. The postman is one of those ubiquitous oflicers 
of thci tiovernment who reaches every far away nook and corner of the 
(‘oiintry and who at times carries messaj^es from friends and relations to 
most inaccessible corners of the country. Sir, one of the biggest mono- 
polies enjoyed by the Stati* is under the head of the Jiost ofliee, and I am 
frjad to- say that it is one of the most eiluacntly run departments too. 
Every one will he thoroughly justified in paying his tribute of respect to 

tla* unfailing performance of duty by the ])ostnian who goes from door to 

door botli in a villagt* and in a. town. He* does his work in all kinds of 
weather and under all sorts of difheulti(*s. Sir. Mr. Joshi’s sympathy with 
the postman is ctudainly not inisplact^d. If lie stands up for labour, then 

tli(‘ postman is thi* piTson who deserves the respect and the sympathy of 

fverv one. \ow. Sir, what is tin* treatment that has b(*en meted out to 
this postman? Well. Sir, he has suffered hirause there are so mcuiv of 
them who draw in small amounts a laiye sum from the? exchequer. 1 will 
put my proposition shortly. The position is that in other departments a 
limit has heim placi'd at lis. dO htdow which tlu‘ retrenchment axe cannot 
be oj)cratc(I. Hut then* are two exci*i)tions to it, fine is the Postal 
Department and tin* other is the Ihiihvay Departnumt. What Is the 
reason for doing so? it is not that tin* jieoph* in these departments who 
are gidting less than Hs. 40 have other means of making money and there- 
fore \ou are at liberty to cut away their salarit's. That is not the reason. 
In th(* Postal l)epartm(‘nt there is not the least possibility of a man 
having any extra income, but there is every possibility of getting extra 
kieks. The point is that tlie small salaried people in the Kailways and 
the I’ostal Dt'partinent are so many and the amount of their salaries runs 
into so many cnires that there is an obvious temptation that by eutting oft 
a few annas in the rupee, the T\*tremliment eomes to sevi*ral erores. Now, 
Sir, that is not justiliable. Sir, if I may say so, the argument should be 
I)nt in another way. People drawing higher salaries c<iuld produce by 
rctreiudiment probably a far gri*ater saving without affecting such a large 
nimiher of people than has been doni* by this economy campaign in the 
Postal Department. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: On a }»oint of explanation. Sir. May 1 iell my 
Honourable friend that tin* s;ilaries of olTicials in the Postal Department 
IK only 51 lukhs whereas tin* pay tif others comes to eiglit erores and by 
Jiholishing the whole lot. yon <lo not touch tin* fringe of tlic prohlein. viz.^ 
the (1 elicit of two ciTires. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: 'Phe explanation supports my argument. I 
much obliged (o iny friend for these figuri*s. Sir. 1 shouhl like to know 
le justifientiem for not leaving these postimui alone? I ])\it a charitable 
construction on it, that the r('<luction of salaries of these people will bring 
^ large sum of money and the Finance Department or the Retrenchment 
ODimittee could not forgo tho temptation or the prospect of making a 
saving by a cut on salaries under that head. Well, Sir. if that is 
tli' *^wre some means conild have been found for not encniaching upon 

® paltry salaries of these people. Our tale of grii'vaiu'es, however, d(vs 
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not end here. If the pay of the humble official of the post office, who is 
doing his duty so well, is going to be cut, how docs the public get the 
benefit of this retrenchment? You pay more and you get less. The postal 
rates against tlie wishes of this House have been enhanced to a figure 
which tliey ue\er reached in the history of this country. For the mere 
pleasure of writing a letter to somebody you have to pay not half anna 
or an anna, but you have to pay an anna and a very inconvenient fraction 
of pies. And for tlie privilege of writing a postcard and what man in 
this land has not got to write a postcard just as a means of salutation or 
of remembrance from one pai-t of the country to the other — ^\'Ou have got 
to pay not one pice or 2 ])ice as it was last year but 9 pies. The public 
has got to pay an cxecedingly large figure — somelliing lik(^ 25 to 50 per 
cent, more — for using the services of this publie utility dopartinont, the 
pay of the employees of wliich is going to l)o so ruthlessly eut down. So. 
there must be someth ing radically wrong \vitli this de])artment. I feel. 
Sir, that that is the grievance which my friends have been ventilating on 
more than one occasion tliat the campaign of economy has started »»t the 
wrong end. If you look at tliose reports, then the inevitable eoneliision 
you come to is: 500 men in the lower grades turned out and part of their 
salaries taken away. As you move upwards tlie s(*alc of retrenchment 
grows less and less till you find that very near the top just oiir man 
moved from one place to another. That I sii])mit is the retd exfdanation 
of this discrepancy we have. The public have got a lot more to pay in 
services than before The public have to use the public utility 
The faithful and humble employees of the department have got f.o work 
day and night and llioy tluii emoluments cut down. T think tlierc 
is certainly something wrong in all these matters which requires nuicli 
more careful looking into and an examination from a different angle than 
has been done hitherto, localising that this department cannot he ]>nt 
an end to as somebody suggested, nor is it ])ossihl(' to upset this depaH- 
ment by bringing something else in its place, and realising the great utihtv 
of this dej^artment, T sulnnit that the wav in whi(di we have treated it in 
the matter of retrondimcnt, etc., is certainly not th(' proper way. J linve 
therefore much plcrt.>;iirc in supporting the motion of Afr. Joshi. 

Hr. 8. O. Jog fTOcrar lOepresentative) : We fire praetieally reacliincr 
the fag end of this evil day. I say, Sir, evil day for various reasons. 
have moved today throughout in an atmosphere of mutual distrust ana 
we have also irif)ved in an atTrio.sphere of non-co-eperation. I never thought 
fbr a moment tluit. the Indepeudent Party under the able guidance and 
lead of an able administrator and sportsman like Sir Ahdur Itahim would 
have taken I'ecourse to .a spirit of non-co-operation. 

Mr. President: What has that, to df) with this motion? The Honour- 
able Member should come to the point once. 

Mr. S. Or, Jog: The object of my rising is that wc want to discuss all 
motions on their merits. It is quite immaterial whether one Mcmbf^r o 
a Party brings j out whether .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member must speak on the motion. 
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Mr. S. O. Jog: Coming to the motion, I have great pleasure in 
supporting my Honourable friend 'Mr. Joshi; and of all the departments, 
if I have got regard for any one, it is for the Postal Department. For the 
last two years, I have oome in contact with the grievances of the Postal 
Department, and I have no hesitation in saying that their grievances are 
real. As pointed out by my Honourable friend, Mr. Aggarwal, of all the 
departments, the Postal Department has suffered most. The Government 
lias made an invidious distinction in not making sufficient provision in the 
ease of Postal einployoos drawing less than Ps. 40. There is a maxim in 
Sanskrit w'hich I should like to repeat to the House and which runs: 

“Du/ro dhurbnla ghathaka'. 

When translaletl it ineaiis. “(lod or iiiek or fate generally goes against 
the weak". Employees of the Postal Department, who toil more than 
others and wlu> take siieh great pains lo deliver your letters in time and 
do all sorts of things for you, are not properly treated. It is a matter of 
great regret to iini that I lie wicked hand of retrenchment sliould fall on 
the postal employees. Last year when I made a speech on this subject, 

1 hroiiglit it to the notice of tlie Ikjstal Department that their decision 
w(nild not roc(‘ive tlie approval of the public at large. My Honourable 
friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, having been in the Pctrenchment Committee, 
has got the (lovernment vi(‘w now, and instead of leaving the Government 
JMcnilxTs io dcfcful tlu' ])olicv ot n*ti*enchrnent. is now supporting the 
(lov(*niment and taking the Government view. I quite see that he may 
have his own reasons for making some retrenchment proposals, but we 
must also (‘xpress onr view, and 1 should bring to his notice that the 
rt‘tn iudnnent proposals which he has made have not received the public 
a|)])roval. I tliink it is time* that Government should reconsider their 
decision as regards tlu‘ cuts, and they should exempt the low-paid em- 
])l()y(‘(*s from llie operation of the cut, and the Postal employees should 
1 ) 1 * hrouglit into line along witii the other departments, and if anything 
laorr cjumot he done, at least this should he done. With these remarks 
I support the motion of Mr. Joshi. There is no question of any sympathy 
witli Ixhour, and I say I do not support h^s motion on that ground. I 
hold no |)rief for the lal)our movement, at the same time I hold a brief 
this way. that (*(pnty should be so adjusted between all classes of labour 
and r?i!]i|()y(X's and Government and all other classes so that there will bo 
no hardship to any one. Sir, 1 support my friend ^fr. Joshi. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, I am very grak'ful to my Honourable 
friend; Mr. Joshi, who lias always the good of labour at heart, for having 
nv)Vfd tile motion with his unfailing sympatliy for labour, and T am w'holly 
ni Jigremnont with I'very word that he iitten'd on this oeeasion, and when 
I say it. I do so as an e.r-Pri'sident of more pn^vineial Postal ('onforencos 
than one and as an rjr-Presidont of more all- India. Postal Conferences than 
^no. Sir, on previous occasions, if HononraMe ^romhers only cared to 
^ead the report of the proceedings of this House, in those great ^ays of 
‘ when tile f)]iposition was surging from this side of the House, 
here were more advocates of labour from this side of the House than we 
lad to-day. When, the Rw^arajists, w'hon the Congress people went from 
House out into the country on a great national ondenvoiir in which I, 
J*om this place, wish them early success, and incidentally the early dawn 
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of good sense on Wliitcliall, when those Swarajists went out 'of this House, 
with tliein went out the surging synipathy that used to exist for my friend 
Mr. Joshi. He was not then ploughing a lonely furrow in this House, 
and I rise to assure him that even tliough the sup])ort for him in this Housg 
may be litlh'. tlie supptn’t for him out in the country is large. The very 
fact that the Labour C'ommission had toured thi' country and made certain 
recommendations in regard to the future of labour and labour’s own place 
in the constitution is a feather to the cap of Mr. Joshi inside this House 
and to my friend ^Ir. Chaman Lall outside this House in regard to the 
manner in whicli they liave been tight ing the causi' of labour, including 
Postal labour. 

•Sir, we do not agree for a inoment that ( loverniiient have shown 
adequate syinpatiiy U> lV»stal employees. It may be retreiicbnieiit, but 
retreiicliineiit wlietlier it takes the shape of volumes sent to us in tlie shape 
of lleports produced slowly and steailily like the Ciangi^s breaking out of the 
Gangotri Glacier, c*oming through different rugged mountaiu sides and then 
through the plain to meet the mother of waters, the ocean. Whether 
it is rapidly produced as it was produced by Mi*. Slianimikliani Chilly, 
whose presence 1 miss to-day because lie has gone on an important 
mission, or whethcn* it is produced in a very ugly manner in which to dela) 
the process, with purposes which are familiar to us, J must say that no 
retrenchment report, in whatever manner it lias been produced, which re- 
commends retrenchment or suggests retrenchment or crt‘ates that sugges- 
tion or impression of retrenchment out in the eoimtry so far as Postal 
labour is concerned, will he acceptable to the supporters of labour. Sir, 
under retrenchment, and owing to a sort of misgnideil enthusiasm for 
retrenchment on the Opposition Penches, it must he amazing to any one, 
that under cover of retrenchment the poor postal employees should have 
been thrown into tlie wilderness. I know a number of p(‘ople who have 
no jobs. Ketrenchment 1 can understand. 1 know the Finance Member 
spoke with feeling when he said that it is a nightmare. It is something 
worse than a nightmare. It is a dreadful reality with which these jieople 
are faced, men whose bread is taken out of their mouths because some 
people say there should be retrenchment. T am o])posed to retrenchment 
altogether unless you retrencli flu* Military Budget and riMluci? the military 
expenditure. I have been patientl^ , sulliMily, silently watching this pro- 
gress of retrencdiment talk. I carefully k(»pl out of these retrenchment 
committees, for once vou agree to retrenchment without the power to I’o- 
gulate retrenchment, you don't know what will ha])])(»n because wc an; 
not sitting on those Benches (pointing to Treasury Benches). That was 
the position of the late iMr. (k B. Das; that again was the position of the 
late Pandit Motilal Nehru. We have no business to give advice to Govern' 
rnent which they are entitled to puf into the waste-pap(*r basket; because 
we are only an Oppositioii witliout power. We co-operate to retrench. 
And what has hayjpemed? Hundreds and iliousands of poor yiostal 
employees hav(* i>(*en sent into the wilderness. T have got letters as an 
(JX-Presi^U nt of the Postal Union. T have also seen men who come to me. 
A few men eanK* Hiree days ago and said, “(kin you not approach the 
Government Mend)er-in-charge?“ 1 said “No“. T have followed a reguln^ 
policy of nondnteriVinmce in this business. T say the Opposition has 
bungled. Tlic Opy>o: i^Ion has no imagination. Imagine Sir Hari 
Gour is tlie T.eadcr of the Opposition, a gentleman who was a memhci 
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of a committee which was boycotted by this country, — ^the Central Com- 
mittee. The. very fact that the Opposition Leadership is held by Sir Hari 
Singh (lour is an* indication of the fact that we in this House arc com- 
mitted to policies and programmes which, knowing as I do, cannot cut 
nuich ice in the country. The very fact that we have on the Independent 
Benches Sir Abdijir Rahim, whose canier was a career of notorious agree- 
ment with the policy of repref^sion in Bengal, indicates the downfall of the 
Opposition. That is the position of the Opposition to-day, and that is why 
it has helped Oovia’nment in creating this programme of retrenchment, 
wliich is responsibh^ for this state of affairs, because (iovernment cannot 
accept oiir suggestions. Once you agree to the principle of retrenchment, 
they will not aeeept your prograinnio of retrenchment. Sir, it is all well 
and good for tlu* 0])p()sition to agree to the principle of retrenchment. I 
am opposed to \hr prineiph* of retreiichinent, and when I said so, the 
Honourable the Finance Member repudiated me last year. He repudiated 
ine strongly. He strongly defended Sir Ahd\ir Rahim and stated that his 
retrenchment report wdll he of “considerable*’ support. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Honour- 
able Member al\va>s g(U‘s much further than the issue before the House. 
How is (he attitude of tlu* Opposition, the question of the position of the 
L(‘a<ler of the Nationalist Party, the qiiestbin of the position of the Leader 
of tla* Tndep<*tident Party, relevant to tlie issue now before the House 
wliich is the grant of 10 erores and over to In' made for the Posts and Tele- 
orajibs Di'partinent V 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: sir. 1 am thankful to you tor reminding me 
ot the relevaiiey, and with all the respect due to the Ciiair I bow to your 
suggestion. 1 beg t«j sugg(;.’-l. witii your pt*rmissioii. that when Sir 

Aialnr Rahim Jigret'd to ser\(* mi tlui Retreneliiiiem (’mnmitlee, he was 
coiiiinittial to tlte jirineiple « f nUrenchment. And there has been so much 
otrtiiehmeiu in ilu- Po^tal Department that it has resulted in sending 
a\va\ tile postal peopb* to the wildi'ruess. Had only the Opposition said 
to tie- ■(iovernment, *'\Ve refuse to g(.> into \our trap, we refuse to draw* 
\niir allowances for the Jh‘t renelnneiii. ( 'oiiiniil tees. wr are altogether 
e|)pt)SiMl lo the prinei])le of ret ri'iielinuait and it is \(uir res]>onsibilii y only”, 
tlieii ibis calainitN wliieb ba> i; lien on the Postal DepartmenT and which 
1 am standing up here t«> deplore wouUl not have bappeiuMl. Sir. 1 main- 
lain, and with all respect diu' \<> your rulings and with the suggestion 
tliat you liave given. 1 helii've I am right when 1 maintain tlial tins pidiey 
and ibis prineiph’ nsnlted in a programiiu’ wliieli was not diil\ observed. 
And not having been duly obsei vtal. - -wi* know the t iovernment .— -ii. was 
obse]-\(.d in some other direction. namel\ , sending awa\ men from the 
*’utl(an. tin* pel'll* labourers, the under-dog. for wlimn ^fr. .Toshi stood up 
hi lliis Hnuse. Sir. 1 ndusi' this supplv t(> the Postal Department because 
1 do not believe iii thi’ prineiph* of tlu’ Iinlian I'osts and Teli'graphs Dcpnrt- 
tHtait working togcdlu’i*. If onI\ you take some time. Sir. as you did take 
«<'ine time in your nnatlaehod days, to go throtigh the expenditure of the 
^^)slal and Tidegraphs Departments, and then if Honourable Members 
this House will eare to read the arguments tliaf have boon urged by 
''•e out, in the eountrv and urged by distinguished /.Aromhors on this side 
‘ai till* door of the House, \{ will he ervstal elear that Govenunont liave 
id ways taken slielter hohijid the faef, that tliey cannot go further in the 
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direction of aiiioJioiatiiig the condition of the postal employees because 
it is a comiueruial department, and being a connnercial department both 
Posts and TelcgrapJis must pay. 1 can as well say that you can join this 
Telegraph Dei)arlment. with any other department, including the depart- 
ment of my Honourable friend the Home Member, and then if they say 
that it is not a paying proposition because the Home Department is not 
a productive dcpartineiit but a spending department, the ai’gument of 
Government would bo as absurd as their present argument is. So if you 
maintain that a particular depiu’tment is to be treated as a commercial 
proposition, then 1 say here and now, separate the Postal Department front 
the Telegraph Department. What has happened in the past is robbing 
Peter and paying Paul, robbing the Postal Department and paying the 
Telegraph Department. Wliat, may 1 ask, lias been the argument of 
Government ? Their argument has been this : they say that the depart- 
ments must be taken together because the puqioso of the departments 
is the same. 1 beg to differ from that. The purpose of the Postal Depart- 
pient and the purpose of the Telegraph Department is not exactly the 
same. The purpose of all departments in that sense is the same. The 
purpose of the department of iiiy Plonourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham 
is as mucli to keep tiie King s Government going as it is the purpose of 
my Honourable friend the Home Member’s department. The purpose of 
the Finance Department is the same; the purpose of tlic department of 
Sir Joseph Bhore, that is now and that is going to be is the same. All 
departments are tarred with the same brush. There >s no use saying that 
the work of the Postal D('partmerit is the same as the work of the Tele- 
graph Department, The work that is done by the Postal Department is 
different from the work that is done by the Telegraph Department. The 
p 31 employees are different from tlie telegraph em[)loyei.*s. 

P.3I. education that the fxistal ein])loyces hav»* got is different 

from the education that the telegraph employees have got. Tlie, postal 
employees do not require so much technical qualification as the telegraph 
employees require, and you do not have so many i*xpurts in the l^ostal 
Department as (joverninent say they should have in the Telegraph Depart- 
ment. Why, then did this arise, this differentiation in treatment between 
the postal employees tmd the telegraph employ txis? Why, I ask*.’ Wh\ ? 
Because if only Honourable Members interested in tlio . subject will look 
back to the old records, the telegraph employees resorted to the short cut, 
whereas the postal employees resorted to the constitutional way. The 
telegraph employees went to their ovvn leaders outside, look their stand 
upon, the gospel of self-reliance and self-help and resorted to what tele- 
graph employees in other countries have resorted, or to be more correct, 
they were going to resort to a generjd strike. Tlicy held a. pistol ns it were 
to the head of the Member-in-charge of that Department: you know the 
story of the highway robber in the middle ages who seeing a man wandering 
alone says, "Your life or your purse"; and the poor Member-in- charge of 
tViat department succumbed, painfully, abjectly, timidly succumbed 
the postal employees grinned at him — ^but in my own opinion noblyi 
couragecajsly, righteously, for he realised there could not have been this 
threat without rictiial grievances and with the responsibility due to his 
employees he examined their grievances and he found it was a 
grievance that each one of them had got, and having found that, what 
did he do? He inquired, responded and satisfied them. That was aa 
admirable move on the part, of the Government in regard to the Telegraph 



THB GBNBRAIi BUDQBT — ^L18T OF DEMANDS. 


2279 


Department. But the poor postal employ cesi did not get the same help, 
and that is what 1 am going to develop in another half an hour or so before 
me 


Mr. B. V. Jadhav: They went on strike in Bombay for about six 
weeks. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: My Honourable friend, with the information 
for which lie is always noted in this House, says that the postal 
employes went on strike for about six weeks. 1 quite admit that his in- 
formation is correct: but when 1 was talking of telegraph employes, .1 
was talking of them as an organised people, the whole lot of them, not 
one provincial group. In the case of the postal employes as my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Jadhav, no doubt knows, there was no unanimity; there 
could be no unanimity; they are educated in a different way, or 
rather they wer(3 educated by their Union people in a different 
way. Their Union people advised them to go to the Members 
of file Central Legislature. It was all well and good to go to the Members 
of the Central Legislature; the Central Legislature in the past and in the 
present, and as Mr. Joshi has rightly shown to-day, will sympathise with 
thi‘in and work for them in a constitutional way, but when the others 
took to direct action, the Government yitdded to them. Kven in a con- 
stitutional way I admit we have made a tremendous impression on the 
(lovornmcnt. For instance, my old friend, Sir Bhupendranath Mitra, 
finally yiidded to the pressure* which was brought year after year from this 
side of the House, and he looked into the case of the j>ostal employt^s; after 
very careful thinking and a little wavering — wavering not because he lack- 
ed sympathy, because he was so full of sympathy for them — but because in 
all these matters, as it was truly said, the master of the purse is the 
master of everything, he had to go to the Finan(‘e Member or Chanecllor 
of tile Fjxehequor and ask him, ‘"Can T embark on this ent-erprise ? * * And 
if the Finance Member would not have, agreed, he could not have 
embarked on it. He had to persuade the Finance Member; that the 
times were good, much better than they are now; but we have played 
into the hands of the Government by suggesting retrenehment and having 
suggested retrenehment, even those good days when the pay of the postal 
omployc^.s was not (Uit have been banished into the limbo of oblivion. Can 
you imagine anything more ]»ainfiil — and I may assure you I am expressing 
the feeling of a large number of uiiemplovod people who have been thrown 
out into the wilderness in the name, the ugly name, even though the 
blessed name of retrenchment placed in the hands of the Government by 
tm indiscreet Opposition a set of misguided hiit very honest and very 
sinc(*re enthusiasts of retrenchment. What has happened? Poor postal 
employees getting less than PX) rupees a montli had their salaries 
retrenched. 

Speaking from this side of the House, T may make my position per- 
fectly clear. T will not agree to retrenchment going too low. My friend, 
Sir Cowasji Jehnngir, said to the Finance Member with his usual eamest- 
nesR, "I not subscribe to your doctrine about sound finance. It may 
be sound finance to borrow, hut it is sound policy to borrow on these 
Occasions.” But the Honourable the Finance Member, a careful student 

finance, thought it was better to take his stand on sound finance even 
though there may have to be retrenchment in the manner in which ho 
practised retrenchment. T shall come to the practice of that 



LEGISLATIVE ABOTMBLY. [18tH MaR. 1988.. 

[Mr. C. S. Kanga lyer.J 

' j^trenchment presently, and I shall shovi*- you how the practice of 
that retrenchment has affected the people. But before coming 
‘ to the practice of retrenchment, I should point out very clearly 
to the Honourable the Finance Member that by cutting down the salary of 
' an employee getting Jess than 100 rupees a month, or even less than 50 
rupees a month, he came very very low. Fancy a salary like that being cut 
'in the name of retrenchment. Honourable Members can imagine the 
difficulty of such a man trying to make both ends meet and of keeping 
body and soul together. It is a tragedy not only in this country but it 
'is also a fact which all economists admit, all students of a certain science 
will admit, it is a fact that the poorer the man the larger his family. 
Poverty and procreation seem to advance pari pamm \ in this poor countr\ , 
a country full of poverty striken people, the poorest country in the world, 
I can say without any fear of contradiction that the employees 
whose salary has been cut, whose salary has been retrenched, are 
men who have large families. If Honourable Members on the Treasury 
Benches feci, and rightly feci, that they do not want their salaries to bo 
cut down because they came under a contract, — and I admit the sanctity 
of. contract, — unless tliey voluntarily cut it down, no Member on this side 
of the House says, “Violate the contract’*. — what they say is speed up 
Indianisation, that is our view, — when they hesitate to cut down their 
salaries, though they can very well afford to do it more than the poor 
employees 1 have mentioned, very much more indeed inspite of their 
ground that they have to maintain one establishiiu'iit in this eountr\ and 
another establishment in their own, — when the\ do not waiit to give up 
whiit they felt they should give up. how can you exf)ec*t the poor m.ni to 
give up wliat he has been compelled to give up? Sir, unless the Gov- 
ernment assure me that the salaries of the postal employees, the salarv 
of the under-dog, will forthwith be restored. I may tell the Government 
that they are not contributing to the satisfaction of a large numb(*r of 
good and loyal people, people who day in and day out, througli thick and 
thin, have stood by the Governimmt. For. Sir, did not the wavi^ of non- 
co-operation time after time pass over this land, but it left the l)ed-rock 
of the postal employees untouched, and my friend from Bengal Mr. 
Gliuznavi who has great sympathy for tlie labouring people, and who, 1 
believe, has been in toiieli like my friend Sir Ahdiillali Siihrawardy. with 
postal employees in Bengal, will bear me out when 1 say that thi're is a 
real and genuine feeling of discontent among thi'se unff)rtimat(‘ men 
whose salary has been cut down. Sir. T may have tf) fa(*e tlnan in fulure; 

I may have to preside, over their conferences (Hear, hear), and thev will 
ask me what liave 1 done for them. .Xfr. Joshi may be a nominal etl 
Member, but he is not nominated in tlie sense in which nomination gen- 
erally takes place, for just as my friend Sir Henry Gidney is nominal ed 
for his eommimity whom he has been vigorously r(*j)r('senting on thi' 
of this House, sometimes to the embarrassment of the Opposition, even ^ 
Mr. Joshi has been vigorously ri presenting and using his vote vigo- 
rously and Independently, because he is acting as elected Member for labour 
and if tliercj w.is to be an elr^eiion tomorrow, and if labour were to liavc 
constifuen; V. Mr. Joshi will be elected unopposed, and if ho were 
opposed .... 

Mr. K. Ahmed r Tt is rather outside the subjeot-matter under discus- 
bioD. ■' 



THB aSKERAL BUDGET — ^UST OF DEMANDS. 


2281 


Mr. 0* 8. Baiiga ^er: 1 'will show that it is jopt entirely outside the 
subject in a minute if you will allow me to complete the sentenpe.. 
if Mr. Joshi were lo oe opposed, it will be clear to his opponent that wnen 
.the results are announced he would have lost his security. Therefore, 
Sir, such being the position of Mr. Joshi, — say with all respect to the 
f[onourable gentlemen who expressed a disagreement with him on this 
side of the House, — am not ashamed of supporting labour, nobody on this 
side of ^e House, even those who do not see eye to eye with Mr; Joshi, is 
opposed to the real and legitimate grievances of labour. 

Now, then. Sir, let me come to the other aspect of the question, name* 
ly the practice of retrenchment. 1 was up to now talking on the cutting 
down of salaries and pointing out that the salary was improperly cut, that 
it has been unreasonably cut and that it should be immediately restored. 
But now 1 am coming to the question of the practice of retrenchment, 1 
said men have been sent away. But half a loaf is better than no loaf, and 
that is where the Finance Member stands on solid ground, because he 
says he had to cut down pay because he wanted to reduce the number of 
men who would be sent away. While not disputing that fact, I should 
have liked , the retrenchment in some other form, in some other depart- 
ment like the Military Department. That has not taken place. I have 
behind me years of rhetoric, years of reasoning that the Military Depart- 
ment is a white elephant, and it puts its elephant foot on every other 
department. Why indeed, I ask, should the Military Department not be 
cut down to meet the necessities of the Postal Department? Why, 
indeed, I ask, should not the salaries of those who have been asked tc 
accept a lower wage be restored to their old level and the military depart 
meut be cut down to meet that restoration? I again ask, should those 
men have been sent away, because by sending them away, you hav« 
deprived them of a means of livelihood? Sir, I want you to imagine, J 
want to pass through the crucible of your imagination, the greal 
trouble 


Hr. K. Ahmed: I want to support you; give me a chance to speak. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Imagine the great trouble which dischargee 
employees are undergoing. By sending them away. Government do no 
sceiu to realise that they have sown discontent in the hearts of goo( 
and loyal people. By sending them away Government do not seem h 
realise that they have caused a genuine grievance for people who shoulc 
not have been hurt. The Government ought to have maintained at ani 
cost, even by borrowing, those people who have been sent into the wilder 
ness. I am sorry, Sir, I have taken so much time, and I beg your anc 
the Honourable Members’ pardon, and I thank you and them for listen 
ing with such kindness. But I had a responsibility to my people, to th< 
labouring classes, and as I realised that there was not sufficient support to. 
my friend Mr. Joshi which the occasion required, especially w’hen he rai8e< 
the opposition to the whole cut, I thought my friend Sir Abdur Bahin 
should not have the opportunity in the future to describe any Membe: 
of this House except himself as frivolous, though the climax of frivolity 
has been to ask for the extension of the publication and the period o 
Jtetrenchment Oommittee’s Beports. 

Mr. President: The House will now stand adjourned till 11 o’clod 
tomorrow. 


Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, tb 

19th March, 1082. " 
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Saturday, 10th March, 1932. 


Tlio Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
SJcven of the Cloch, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MOTION FOP ADJOUBNIMENT. 

.4LLKGED Maltreatment of Women Political Prisoners. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimloola) : I have 
■tc'eived notice from Sardar Sant Singh that he proposes to ask for leave 
0 make a motion for th*' adjournment of the business of the House to-day 
cr the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
lamcly, the maltreatment of women political prisoners in the course of 
heir transfer from the D(‘lhi Jail to mixed Jails in the Punjab. Before 
[ ask wlu'ther there* is any objection to the motion, the Chair would like 
^0 invite the attention of the Honourable Member to the fact that under 
he. rules govi*rning the procedure of this House the Budget grants have 
to b(* put to the Hou.se at 5 o’clock to-day. Adjotimment motions are 
mder the Standing Orders taken up at 4 p.m. and discussed till 6 p.m. 
Ft is clearly not possible to have the adjournment motion and also secure 
•oinpliaiice with the rules regarding the Budget grants. The Chair has 
therefore to ask the Hon<Mirable Member whether ho would renew his re- 
quest for leave for this adjournment motion on Wednesday next, and the 
fhair assures him that it will regard the motion on Wednesdav as urgent, 
ind that no diffieulty will he raised in regard to the matter of urgency on 
that day. T therefore take it that the Honourable IMomhor if 5 agreeable 
{Sardar Sant Sinqh : ‘‘Yf s”^ not to press it to-day but to renew bis request 
lOr leave on Wednesday next when the House meets again. 

Sardu Sant Singh fWest Punjab : SikW : T accept your suggestion. Sir. 

I will renew it. on Wednesday. 


the GENEHAL budget— list of demands— cawrFrf. 

r ®®mand No. 23 — Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department — concld. 

Hr. President: The House will now resume fmther discussion on the 
for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

®iwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda fAjmer-Merwara r GeneraB : T rho to 
PP<^rt the motion moved hy my Honoumhlo friend Mr. Joshi. . 
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Siwan Bahadur Harbilaa Sarda: He wanted to oppose the motion 
moved by the Honournble the Finance Member, and 1 want to support 
him in what he said. 


Sir, I too have been connected with the Postal Conferences of my pro- 
vince, and I have some acquaintance with the grievances of the staff. 
I believe that the lower paid staff of the Postal Department is handi. 
capped in many ways, and I do not want to do anything further to mako, 
their position worse, lletrenchment, so far as it does not affect or impair 
the efficiency of any service, is not only good but necessary, but if it ia 
any w’ay affects the members of a particular service in a most injurious 
way, then it is time to cry a halt, and I think the way in which the 
Government have dealt witli some of the retrenchment proposals deserves 
condemnation. 1 do not want that masses of men, or even groups of men, 
or a number of men should be thrown out of employment at this time 
wlien things are very bad. 1 tlierefore think that any unnecessary retrench- 
ment in the shape of dismissal or discharge of numbers of people should 
be discouraged and should not be taken in band. 

Sir, I would ask your permission to say something about the work of 
the lietreuchmcnt Comrhittees. I have been, and I am a member of ih*- 
General Purposes Sub-Committee, and c*ertain remarks were made yester- 
day, and before that, to the disparagement of the work of the Committee* 
and the members of that Committee. Consequently, as a sort of peraonMl 
explanation, as I have been connected with it, I wish to say a foAV words. 
The House will reincinher very well that last year in March, when the 
Honourable the Financt^ Member presented his Budget and the Finance 
Bill and proposed fresh taxation, from every pari of the House, from evcr\ 
eorner the cry went forth tliat fresh taxation should not be levied but thj\t 
more rctrenehinent should be effected and thus money should be found to 
balance the Budget. The Honourable the Fimmce Member said that he 
had retrenched as much as he could, and that if the Members thought 
that lliore had not been sufficient retrenchment, lie would invite Members 
to investigate the matter and to see things for themselves thus to find out 


that Government had done all that w'as possible. In a spirit of frankness 
and sincerity of purpose, which do him credit, he offered to appoint a 
committee to go into the matter, and Members on this side, the Leader? 
of Parties and others, accepted that offer in the spirit that they would 
thereby be able to do public service and servo the cause of their country. 


They offered their services to effect further retrenchment so that then* 
might be no occasion for further taxation later on. In that spirit, those 
of us who were nominated to these Committees agreed to serve on the 
<lifferent Committees. Personally my opinion is that even if any of us 
agreed to serve on those Committees wdth the object only of helping the 
Government — even then T think the object was laudable, but, as T have 
said that, so far as T am aware, all of us agreed to serve on those CniU' 
mil tees with the sole object of helping the country to obviate the necessity 
for further taxation by proposing further retrenchment. Sir, when niv 
Honourable friend Sir Abdiu" Bahim agreed to serve on the Retrenchment 
Committee and accepted the Chairmanship of the General Purposes Snh* 
Committee, he did so at great personal sacrifice, not only financial, hut 
of his time and energy, and the way in which he has worked, has evok^n 
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.Admiration from all who know anything of the work of that Committee and 
who had occasion to read the two reports issued by that Committee. It 
has been said by an Honourable Member that the reports of the Com- 
mittees should be thrown into the w’aste-pai>cr basket. Sir, if anybody 
thinks so, it is not the fault of the reports of thos€^ Committees. 1 am 
sure that those reports are very valuabb^ (locuments, and are looked upon 
as such by all responsible people who have read them. Not only that, but 
I have heard some very responsible officeTs say that the reports would 
remain valuable docjumcnts for use when financial questions funse again and 
when another retrenchment committee is appointed, as it is bound to be 
appointed in a few years. That being so, [ only wish to sav that the 
work done by the R%'.trenchment Cornrnittec is very useful and has been 
.(lone in a s])irit of public service only, and those w'ho have worked there 
d(*serve praise, not condemnation. It is that spirit that inspired the work 
done by th«,* ('omrnitiees whieh co-operated in reviewing the expenditure 
in different departments. The (icnerai Purposes Committee went into the 
working of the diffiTent departments (if the (lovernment of India and eon- 
sidered the (‘vidt^neo placed Ix'fore them with the greatest care, and such 
reeomiiH'iidations as liave been made by that Committee were made in the 
piiblici interest, and we expect the GoverntTu*nt to pay proper attention to 
them and consider them with the same care with which Oie General 
Purposes C’onnnittee exercised to come tej those conclusions, and it is our 
duly as nu'inb('rs of the (\>mmittt‘e and as Members of this House to 
press those p(jints with all the force wiiieh we can command. It is a pity 
that ciTtain retren(*hinent cuts which were proposed by my Honourable 
friend Sir Abdiir Rahim were not pressed to a division yesterday. He 
would have found almost the entire Nationalist Party following him into the 
lobby if he luul pressed that j)oint to a division. That however is past. T 
have nothing further to say about that. 1 want to make it clear that 
whatever tlu‘ Retrenehment (Vnnmittees have done has boon done in the 
bi'st interests of the country and has been inspired by public spirit. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore (Member for Industries and Labour): 

! confess to having felt considerable surprise yesterday when Mr. Joshi 
raised liis objection to the entire grant for the i\ists and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment on the ground of cuts imposed upon the lower paid employees of 
the Posts and Telegraphs D(‘partment. I understood from what had pre- 
viously fallen from the Chair that it v.as generally agreed by the whole 
House that Friday and Saturday were to be wholly and entirely reserved 
for the discussion of cuts and motions to secure retrenchment. T do not 
now propose to takt' any (Objection to the course which Mr. Joslii thought 
tit to ad()])t yesterday. It may be that ht' was perfectly within his n^jhts 
t('clinicall\ . It may also be that perhaps I might have nice a sense 
of tlu‘ obligations attaching to an agreement which has lu'cn (lelinitely 
‘ ntered Since, however Mr. Joshi took the fullest iienefit of the 

facilities flowing from the agreement the dav before vesf.'rday. whicdi you, 
will renuanlxT was allocated to the unattached ^r'uilu'rs of this Himisc. 

1 naturally thought that Mr. Jo.shi W(^ul(l e(p>ally rest content with 
honouring the (ddigations which wore incidiutal to that agreement. 
Fvirb.nf]^ j j^jive boon mistaken. Labour as represented by mv friend 
Mr. Joslti is evidently prepared to take all ihv benefits whhdi it can 
I'oceivc and it is not prepared to subscribe to any obligation. As ro'^ards 
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the subject-matter of Mr. Joshi’s objection it is unnecessary for me to go 
into any detail. It has been completely replied to by the Honourable Mem- 
ber who followed him. I am very hapi^y to bavo had so doubty a champion 
as my iriend, Mr.. Amar Nath Dutt, who was himself a member of the Ee- 
trenchment Committee, and I need only add, Sir, that the cuts in question 
which were recommended by the Eetrenchment Sub-Committee were cuts 
amounting to half an anna in the rupee on salaries jmd wages up to Rs. 30, 
one anna on those between Rs. 30 and Hs. 84 and ten per cent, beyond that. 
They resulted in a graduated scale of 3 and -Jth per cent., 6J per cent, 
and of 10 per cent., and 1 am sure that since the graduated scale appeals 
so much to so many Metnbers of this House, they will sec no objection 
to the cuts which have been imposed. T think it is a litth\ hard for us 
on this side to be threatened on the one hand with the loss of lakhs ol 
rupees, because we have not given effect to the suggestions of the Re- 
trenchment Sub-Committees, and on the other to ht* threatened with the 
loss of crores of rupees because we are accepting the recommendations ot 
the Committee. 

Now, Sir, I turn to my Honourable friend Mr. Sykes. Well, Sir, I 
confess to a feeling of utter bewilderment when my Honourable frienil 
was speaking. When I listened to him, a very unhappy feeling crept over 
me that perhaps the strain of tht‘ last few months was beginning to tell 
upon me and that I was rapidly qualifying for entry into a home for inenta! 
defectives. It was therefon*, Sir, a matter of great relief wlien I found 
that you, Mr. Presiclent. were exactly in the same* position as myself and 
if I remember aright you asked the Honourable Memht‘r whether he wa^ 
speaking for or against the motion. I confess that my bewikhuMueru 
continued until almost the end of that speech and then I undersUxvl mv 
Honourable friend to say that he agreed with Mr. Joslii in not want in.* 
any Posts and Telegraphs after the 31st Mareh, and that the best way of 
remedying these cuts on the salaries of the lower paid (»m])l(>vees was 1.' 
dismissing the latter entirely, which is the result whi(*h would liav. 
followed automatically from the elimination of this grant. 

I come now to Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal. 1 always listen to him wiik 
great and close attention whenever ho has anything to say, but I confess 
that I was unable to follow the line of argument which he adopted yester- 
day. What he said was that he objected entindv to (uits on tlio lower 
paid employees of the department, though he admitted that this miglu 
result in very substantial sjvving. On the other hand equally strongly he 
objected to the recent increases in postal rates, which 1 am glad to inforie. 
this House, have resulted in a much needed increase in cair revenue so far. 
Now, Sir, if on the one hand you are not ]:)re])arcd to take measures to 
increase your income and on the other hand you are not |)repar('d to tala’ 
measures to diminish your c»xpenditure, then yon are heading straight for 
bankruptevj and if a bankrupt institution is not to be run by the general 
tax-payers, them the only alternative is that it should shut down and that 
in fact. Sir. is, T understand, what Mr. Aggarwal was prepared to ncc‘i>t 
since he said that he supjjorted Mr. Joshi’s motion. Sir, it is impossihh’ 
for me serously lo deal with a position of this sort. 

T come fmahy. Sir, to Mr. Ranga Tyer. In the flood of rhetoric whifh 
ho poured upon tl, - hearl of this devoted House during the Inst hour of 
a tiring day I did try to see if T could clutch at some straw to save nivself. 
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1 think I succeeded, because there was one sentence in his speech which 
seemed to me to require both criticism and explanation and that sentence 
was that hundreds and thousands of X)oor postal employees have been either 
retrenched or sent into the wilderness. Mow, Sir, i have asked myself 
whether that statement is a correct representation of facts or whether it is 
a gross exaggeration. 1 challenge my Honourable friend to give me even 
the roughest estimate of the thousands (jf postal employees who, according 
to him, have been sent into the wilderness. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer (llohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
inadan llural; ; Sir, 1 clearly stated that thousands of employees have 
been sent away under retrenchment and tiie Postal Department has not 
been an exception to the rule. I also stated that their salaries have been 
cut which tho Honourable Member is trying to elude. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: Well, Sir, seeing that 1 myself have 
referred to the cuts in salaries, I cannot understand how I can possibly 
be eluding that point. However, tin* only compiled figures which my friend 
Mr. Panga Iyer would have had before* him are those on page 0 of the 
>;tatement of results of the. retrencluiieut operations already circulated to 
Honourablo Memhi'rs, where it is noted that in the Posts and Telegraphs 
Deparlnieiit othetTs, and Jbjd ministerial and other staff, of whom, 1 
think, about 100 have retired voluntarily, and only 4 inferior staff were 
abolished or about to be abolished in connection with the retrenchment 
campaign. This givt*s a total of H8B men, out of a staff of about 132,000 
belonging to the Posts and Telegra^dis Department. Tliese figures were 
compiled in Kehruary fnmi the statenu*nts received from the heads of the 
'<u*vi(*e. Obviously, as many im]>ortant retrenchment measures which had 
specifically l)t*en ordered 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will tin* Honourable gentleman slate how many 
riinn(*rs were sent away V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir. if my Honourable friend will 
?illow UK* to give him further information without interruption. I should 
like to do so. r was saying that it would take time to give to the House 
the full effect of all these important measures whieh we are bringing 
in, but 1 have no reason to think that anything of the nature of a very 
extensive* reduction of staff will ho possible or will bo needed. T think 
that it is surely signifieant that no complaints about retrenchment, apart 
from the complaints about the cut of pay, have reached the Director (lenoral 
from such bodies as the Postmen’s I^nions. and ]iractieally none even from 
individuals. Sir. I do not tliink any thing more is necessary for mo to 
point out how wild and witliout foumlation is the stati'inent that hundreds 
•md thousands of poor postal employees liave bet'n inriu'd t'uii into the 
wjlderni'ss. 1 do uof tliink there is anything further lor nu* to say and I 
^'ill now leave it to ilie TTonse to decide wheilier they will relievo mv 
Honourable sncc('ss<a* from tin* bnnleti of administ I'ring tin* Postal Depart- 
nieni during tho next finaneia! year, f .\p]>lause.l 

Mr. N. M. JoBhi (Nominated Non-On'ieiaP ; Sir. T think the Honourable 
Member has accns(*d me of having broken an agreement. The agreement 
arrived at, as you know, in onlor that the TToiisi* should he able to 
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properly utilise the time at its disposal. So, when I found that the 
House had spare time at its disposal, I was entitled to make use of it. I have 
therefore broken no agreement. Moreover, Mr. President, even if I have 
broken the agreement, I did it for a very good reason. I am in the habit 
of looking after the Avelfari' of other pt^ople; I am somewhat altruistic in- 
tendencies. 1 thought some people receive very fat salaries and it is 
bad for tliem to he without any work. 

Mr. President: Sir tleorge Schuster to reply. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, 1 have 
nothing to add. 

Mr. President: 'J’lu* (jiu'stion is: 

“That a sum not Ks. I(».<i7,an,ono ho grantcil to tlu* Covoiiu*!- (ionoiai 

in Council to defray tho c lmr^os, wliit'Ii will come in <*onrso ol j)aynn‘iit, dm itijz tl.i' year 
ending the .3 1 St <lay of IVranli, I in rospjM't 4>fMndian Po-^is and 'I'ole^i ji|)iis l)i‘pait 

nient (including Working Kxpoiises)'. ’ 

Pile motion was ado])tcd. 

JJEMAM) .\o. ' 2 o . — IXTKllE.'^T c»N OicniN.VKV DeCT .VXD b’EDrCTlON OU AvolDANCK 

OF Debt. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Hir, 1 heg to move: 

“ That a sum not oxceetliiig Ks. 2,80,20.000 bo grant etl to t)ie (to\ernor Coneral in 
Coiin<‘il to defray the charges, which will oomo in<-otirseof ]>aynH‘ijt, during the jear 
ending the :U at day of March. 19.33. in r€‘spect of * Interest i>n Oolinary Debt and 
Reduction or Avoidance of Debt " 

The motion was adopted. 

DeMAXI) Xo. 0(*, — IxTKP.K.ST OX Ml SCKT.LANEOUS DbLIOATIOXS.. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

“That a si.m md exc«.cding Ks. 48,12,000 be grantetl to tlic Comutoi ( nti.- in 
Council to cletray the charges, wdiich will i-tiine in c*ouisc of pM>ini‘rit. diiui ^ t),i \car 
ending the 1st day of March, 19.3:b in rcspiM-t of ‘Interest on Mis« ella ncocs Olnf*- 
liona’. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 27. — Staff, KorsEiiojii) and Allowances of the (ioveknor 

General* 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a .sum ncjt exceeding Ks. .3,91,000 bo granted to the Oovornoi General in 
Council to defray theeharges. which will come in course of payment, during the yenreinling 
the 3l8t day of March, 19.3.3, in respect of* Staff, Household and Allowances <»f the Go\er- 
nor General 

The motion WiW adopted. 

Demand X(i. 29. — ('ouncil of State. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, T hc},' to move: 

'* That a sum ii')t um •rtvlinj^ H». 00,000 })«• (;rantcc) t o thi' Ouvornor Goiioral in t'onn|'il 
to defray the charge.-, whj,.], •will (!orno in eourne of payment during tlu* voor ending t*''® 
,31st day of March. Wm. in rnspect of the ‘ Council of State*. " 

The motioTi wag adopted. 
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Demand No. 30 — Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly 

Department. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“ That a Slim not oxooocliaR Hs. 7,09,000 bo *»rante(l to tho Oove)'n«jr General in 
Oonneil to defray the iiharpjos whioh will eomo in fourso of payment dnririp the year 
ending tho 31stdayof Mireh, 1)11, iri-’.MpO 't oi t!ie‘ Liigislativo Assomoly and the 
iv(j Assoiiibly Depart inont’.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Sir, 1 jissiiiv you that when I rise to oppose this 
motion I hiivo alisoliitel y no corn plaint against you as the head of the 
.Lrgislati vi‘ Asscinljly. Hut, Mr. President, 1 have* some complaint against 
the ( lovci-ima nt for depriving this Legislature of ejiie of its most cherished 
jind valuable privileges, and that, Sir, is tliat wluiieveT the (ioveriiiiient 
filter into an agree‘me*iit of a long-staiieiing nature* te) incur e'xpenditure. 
tliey shoidd consult this House hefon*hand. At least a vede of this House 
is neeessarx to lie* taken iiefore ( lovermiaait e*nte‘rs into that contraett. 1 
tei'I, Mr. Presiele*nt. that tl^* (lownnuent of Inelia have e*ntered into 
such a contract, or are* about to eiitc-r into such a contract with re’gard 
to tin* suhvcntieui to the N.-\V. F. Proviiiee. 1 assure* you, Mr. Pre*sielent. 

I do not wish to go into de*taiL on that ipicstion. I am simpl\ saying 
Miat the ( i()ve*rnnu*nt of India have* not paid sutrieient attention to the 
[Mivileges of this House, 'I'lu* (lovermia iit oi India, in my jiulgment. when 
tlirv deeideil to give a subvention of about a e-rore of ru])e*es to the N.-W. 
F. IVeninee*. should liavi' phu'ed a ll(*sf»Iul ion he'feire^ this House 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy G^hmber for ( omnure t* and Kail- 
wavs); Sir, on a [>oint of orde.*r, 1 would ask for your ruling as t*- how far 
51 e|m*sti(m of this kinel can lie dise-iissed on tins ])artieul5ir ve)t('. 

Mr. President ('Flu* Honourable Nir Ibraliiiu Kidiiintoohi ) : Tlic Honour- 
able .Me*iub(?r is wliollv out of order. Hu* C'hair would like to draw the 
H.oiionrsihli* Me-mher’s attention to De-mand Xo. 78. The* ( iovt*rnment 
lisive eoini* before* the* Asseniblv asking d to vote* a detinite* amount for 
th:it [inrpose, and if that item is reacluel, the* Honourable Me'inber will 
he pi‘rfi*etly eiititlevj te> oppose* that Demand and te^ give* his reeisons for 
dfdng so. hut on tin* pre'si iit oecjision he is e*ntire*ly out of order. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: ,Mr. Presieleiit, may 1 just say one we>rd 

Mr, President: Order, <irde*r. 'Fhe nding has been given anel 1 elo not 
w.mt to hoar anything more. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: Hay I say one word . . 


Mr. President: Will you please resume your seat. The e|uestion is! 

“ That a sum not exeooHinc Tls. 7,09,000 bo *yr»nt I'd to thoOov«'rnorr.oiu*rftl in Covineaf 
to defray tho edinrgos which will coino in coiirso of pavnu^nt during the' year ending thw 
•URt diiv of March, 19.33. in re^apoct of the * Logialativo .Assoinhlv and the T.e'gislativ*' 
Asacinhly Dcpartinont 

l^he motion was adopted. 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,74,000 be granted to the Governor General 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ondin; 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of the ‘ Foreign and Political Department 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Mubaminadan) : Sir, I wish tc 
oppose this whole grant for the Foreign and Political Department. Sir. 
it seems that depai'tiiieiit is not responsible to this House, but is always 
irresponsible and always unconstitutional. Whenever it gets a chanct 
to get out of the constitutional rut and usage, it takes advantage of that 
and it never recommends to the Governor General or the Governor General 
in Council the adoption of the constitutional ])rocedure. Sir, most of the 
money which the Foreign and Political Department controls is spent on 
non-voted heads, and while a certain sum of money is spent on the voted 
side, that department generally trit‘s to evade the constitutional procedure 
and does not consult this House. As an illustration, I may (*ite the ease 
of the N.-W. F. Province. Sir. the Foreign and Political De])artmcnt 
controls various other departments, such as tlie N.-W. V. Provinct^, Palu- 
chistau, i'olitical and two or thri*e other departments. If my Honourable 
friend, Sir Evelyn Howell and his colli‘ague were alive to the situation 
and to the constitutional is.sue that was evolved, his first duty would 
have boon to advise the (ioveriiment to bring forward a motion to discuss 
the special subvention whic h has been put (U)\vn in thr Budget under 
Demand No. 78. My frieml, tht' Foreign Se(*r(‘tary — of course we know 
what Foreign Secretaries and Foreign Ministers are (A Voice: “What an- 
they?’'), they arc above constitutional Governments and above all constitu- 
tional practice — I think my friend, the Foreign St'crotary, should havr 
advised the (lOvernment to come to this House to ask its opinion whether 
a certain new constitutional proci*dur(‘ that is being adopted by that pro* 
cedure of giving a subvention to the N.-W. F. Province cannot ho dis- 
cussed, and whether it ought not to take the assent of this House. Sir. 
my friend, the Foreign Secretary, should liavo moved the Government of 
India to adopt the constitutional usage. Sir. on this constitutional aspect 
I have got the support of various authorities. T have here a statement 
made by that old colleague of ours. Sir Sivaswnmi Aiyar, who is known 
to be a great constitutional lawyer and was the Advoeate-Oeneral of 
Madras, and also a Judge of the Madras High Court. He .said: 

“ ff tlioro is one fiindamonhil maxim of constitutional pr)1iticH more vali<I than any 
other, it is that anv prf>vinco clairn.s autonomy must )>n able t»> supp<»rt itseh* 

financially. Dopendenco on doles or depredations is incompatible with a claim to in 
dependence. If th»» Central KxcVicfpu^r is to meet the growing deficit in theailminislratioFi 
of the Frontier Prov’im e. it is luifjni'sf ionnbly entitlerl to luivo n Vi)ice in the administrjc 
tion.” 

T shall now quote the comment on this from my old friend, ^h’. 
Kelkar — "whose absence from the floor of the House most of us dey>ler* 
so much — in the Marniha of the 13th March: 

“In budi/eting a subvention of one crore of rupees to thi’ N.-W. F. Province the* 
Finance \Tcrnb«*r hos betraved the boglslativn Asfit■rnbl 3 ^ Tt may be considered ns an 
act of gonoPosity <»f t}\c British Gove rnment , but to our mind it is simply an oxfrofne vio- 
lation of the princr.y f,f financial control. There cannot bo a sense of responsibility in a 
Proyinoial Gnvornme,,|. urhicli has to depend upon the Central f»ovorninont to the oxton 
of about two-thirds of it >oxpendituie.” 
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ILater on, it comments: 

“ know that the voice of tho Members of the Legislative Assembly will be lost in 
tlie Wilderness, but wo hope that there would bo a general discussion on this question, as 
it would be of great help to understand the exact position of the Federal Government in 
the future constitution of India.” 

Sir,^ it is that aspect to which I want to draw the attention of this House, 
and I want to point out how my Honourable friend, the Foreign Secretary, 
in not attending to this constitutional aspect of the question, has betrayed 
the confidence of this House. Sir, I am not opposed to the subvention. 

[ very mucli wel(*orno that my friends from the N.-W, F. P. have got 
this subvention of one crore. Yesterday when I was taking an opportu- 
nity to raise a discussion on the question of the subvention, some of 
my friends on the left shouted “No”. These friends of course are new 
to the House and they forget that in the good old days when this House, 
influenced by the Bray Committee's Beport, was against granting con- 
stitutional reforms to tho N.-\V. F. P.. I was one of the few stalwarts 
who always sIchmI up and supported the grant of reforms to the N.-W. F. P., 
but yesterday it was an irony of fate that T was not allowed to raise 
a. discussion and was treated as a communalist. Let mo make it clear 
at the outset that T am for a subvention; T am not only for a subven- 
tion to this province hut to everv' new provinec' which may be created 
hereafter and also to every old province. We may all be in need of the 
Central Government’s assistance. During tho General Discussion of the 
Budget, T raised tho issue that Government should amend the constitution 
so that it will be possible for them to give a subvention to any new 
province ; and wliat wo find here is that the Government have got it out 
])y the liackdoor of a budget speech and want to give it to only one parti- 
cular province. Why did not the Foreign Secretary take the opportunity 
to bring out the eonstitutionnl aspect? 

One more point : Devolution Kulcs 14 ami 15 must be amended. Who 
is going to amend them, the Honourable the Finance Member or the 
foreign Seendarv or the Government of India ? It is most reprehensible 
on the part of Government to give a subvention to the N.-W. F. P. 
without settling the constitutional 'aspect of subventions. Subventions 
must be general and not specific. Do thtv want that .when the Orissa 
Province is constituted, it would not got any subvention? Do they think 
that I will come with a begging bowl to the Treasury Benches for a 
little grant of a few lakhs? I want the Government to look into the con- 
stitutional aspect involved in this particular issue. I know my Honour- 
able friend the Finance Member is going to bring l('»r\vard a Besfdution 
to discuss the financial questions arising out of tho Howard-Nixon Report 
nbout tho separation of Burma from India. W.hv did not the T.eader of 
Ihe House lu’ing forward a similar motion to di^iuiss the constitutional 
aspect of subvention to N.-W. F. P. ? The procedure that the Government 
^avo adopted strikes at tlie ver\ -root of the future l'\Hh'r.al Government 
icfhor it is evolved in the M'ny that Government propose or whether it 
evolved in the way that we on this side of the House want. On these 
J^iounds, Sir, T oppose tho grant to Foreign and Political Department. 

^ The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, T propose to deni with only 
question discussed by my TTonourahlo friend. 'Sir. Das, 
^ that is his complaint that the House has not been given a proper 
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opportunity to discuss this question. Now, the view that Government 
have taken from the start has been that the natural right and constitu- 
tional course was to put the subvention down in the estimates for the 
first year, anti that the whole inattor etnild be adequately and properly 
discussed on tlie Demand presented by GovtTiiinent. More than that, we 
have done our very best during the last week and this week to arrange 
that the discussion on the Demand No. 78, North-West Frontier Province, 
should take place in tliis House. Ktqxaitedly during tht' fiiscussions which 
took place between the j>artie.^ and the Government Beiiehes, in order to 
see what arrangenieiils slionld he made for carrying rjii the business of 
this w’cudv, I drt‘W nttenlion to tlu' importance of this particular Dtunand 
and the desirability that it should la* discussed at an early date in the 
w’eek. More tliaii once 1 thought 1 had su(M'eedi‘fI in bringing about that 
arrangement. But in tiu' end it found no place in tlie agreement betAveen 
all the partit‘s in this Ihnise and I did not feel that in tln^se circum- 
stances Govorniiu'iit eonlti press tlie matt(‘r fiirtlier, h(*(‘aiise tlu' V(*ry last 
thing I sliould be willing t(» do would be to raise ol)je<*tions on the part 
of Government to an arrangement wbieb bad eonmunded itself to all 
parties in the House. Since this subject, the omission of which from 
the programme 1 greatly regret, had ht‘en fully lironght to the notice of 
parties, it was impossible to say that they did not have it in tbia’r minds. 
T want to make it \or\ (dear that it w’as the d(*sin‘ of GovernnuMit that 
the matter should he discussed, and they tc’xik every nuams in thedr power 
to bring about tliat result. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 am glad 1 am getting this o])]K)rnmity early in the 
morning to speak, especially after I was not allowed to do so once before. 
The Honourable th(' Leader of the House states that the House had a full 
oppoHunity of discussing tliis subject*. 1 feel that tlu* laaider of the 
House was not t‘ven fair to himself when be says that tin* House bad a 
.full (qiport unity of discussing this suhj(H*t adiMjuatcly. Tlu* question of 
a subvention to North-West Frontier Province is iiid only a question ot 
amount, as tiie Report oi the ( ’oimnittei* go(‘s into certain other matters. 
If the North-West Frontier Province wants mo»’i* money than is provided 
for in the Budget. to-day and if tin* A.s.senihly is not willing. th(‘y pro- 
pose that the matter Minjuid be arbitrated bv some tliird party. Now, il 
those conditions to tin* subvention are laid down, tln*v eonld be laid down 
only in a Resolution. 1'liat was the point which I w’anted to make, 
namely that the proper way of bringing forward a proposal of this kind 
«s not by putting it into the Budg(‘t, hut to inova* a Itesoliition so that 
the conciitions attacli(*d to tlie subvention could he discussed and could he 
settled. 

One word more about tlu*, tailure of the Foreign Secretary to give a 
reply to one of my speecihes during the discussion on my motion for 
reduction of the grant for the Executive Council. T suggested to him 
that lie siiouM secure; labour ri'prescnlation in the Provincial Council to 
be established in the North-West Frontier Province. He has not given 
me a n*ply and f wish lie would givt* me, a reply at l<‘ast now. 

Thirdly, I sock assistance* and guidance on a ])oint of order. 

as Members of ilu* House have certain privilege's. Th(> Honourable the 
T^ehder of the* Hon^-** to a fiohit of ord«*r. I dij not suggc'>t that 
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wanted to choke off discussion. I do not suggest that at all because he 
liiniself made a speech on that point, hut the point on which I seek your 
;is»istance and guidance is tliis, that if a Member feels that he has a right 
to speak on a point of order and if the Chair gives a decision, which the 
I hair is ])erfectly entitled to do, even without Ijearing a Member, what 
I feel js this, if the Chair gives the decision witlujut hearing tint Member, 

I always held I hat tlu^ decisi<ui of the (’hair was provisional because the 

^panlxa’ has a right to he heard even on a point of order. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim llahirntoola) : The Honour- 
able Member has hcion a Member of this House for a very long time. 
1 lake it that the ironourable Member is fully aware of Iho (lovorn- 

iiieiit of India A(;t which gcjveiais th(‘ eotist itntioii and the rul(*s and 
Standing Ordeis made Ihenunder. Fhe Honourable Member should 
study those earefullv d lu* has no>t done* so already, and he will find 
cnliglitenment on the point he has rnis(‘d. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Ciuitral Provinces Hindi Divisitais: Non-Mnham- 
iiiadan) : Sir, I had tsiktm upon myself a vow of sibaici. in view of the 

pa('t into whieh all parties had entenal, a ])act wliitjh Mr. Joshi, whose 
uiialtaclu'd ‘^ronp had tln^ lion’s slian* of the four da\s for . discussion, 
i)roke yesterday. 'Fhat being I lit* ease*, 1 hav<‘ iuj doubt my friends to my 
,(.ft and behind me stand e(|uall\ released, and as thev have some cuts 
.i» ar to their hearts tht*y will he. at liberty to move those cuts indepen- 
dently f)f till' j)}(ct which mv Honourable friend .Mr. rj(»shi has contributed 
so much to dissolve. Speaking on the point the Honourable the Leader of 
ihi* House* has raise<l, that ho placed the ejnestitm of the subvention to 
the Nortli-West, Frontier Province upon the estimates. T am afraid the 
Hononrahle tlie I reader of the House has not c'xactly nuderstood the objec- 
tion of my friend .Mr, H. Das. His objection was that, before yon can 
firnmlatt* any propc'^al as to the grant of a subvention, imieh less the 
:i!nr)nnt. yon should have come to this House with a liesolution. and 
nfti‘r this Houst* had given you a mandate, ii. was then for you to decide 
■ - to the amount and nature and period of the subvention. That is what 
Mr. Ik Das wanted, and on that point there has been no reply. As a matter 
of fact the reply of the Honourable the Leader of the House contradicts 
that very principle which niv friend Mr. B. stands for. Unfortunately 
I'C lias put it lower down, and it of course comes in the natural course 
lower down in the estimates as No. 78. The Honourable the Leader of the 
lToiis(‘ knows full well th.at No. 78 generally falls to the lot of the guillotine. 
•»nd consequently there cannot be any fair discussion. But in fairness to 

I must say tliat he was anxious, and so were we, that the question of 
tile Xorih-West Frontier ProviiUfc should come up <luring the four days that 
wore allotted for the discussion of the policy. But the Honourable the 
reader of the House, knows that when you have a subvention given to a 
particular province persons interested in that province must naturalh stand' 
JT against any discussion. Supposing the subvention had related to Orissa 
'an which my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das conu‘s. I am sure that 
tl ''’*>uld have movi*d lieaven and t'arth to thwan any discussion 

•1 Would raise tin* propriety of the qiiestiou of a subvention to his own 
Pi’oyne(\ T am not tlu'ndore surjirised that there has been an attack 
^ii-ule iqiori our general rnh* that we should give a ))ortion of the four 
'via^ ^ discus.sion of the North-West Frontier Province b\ friends 

T' ^]iposed to any discussion, because thev an* apprehensivt* of th^ 

tlnit the (pn'stion .dxmt the policy and ihi* amount (^f snhventlea 
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might be raised on the floor of the House. Therefore I submit that it 
cannot be said that this House had anyi fair chance of discussing the sub- 
veution. If the subvention had been for a period of one year, the matter 
would have been serious, but it becomes far more serious when the pro- 
posal of the Government is that this subvention is to have a life of three 
years. Therefore I submit that we on this aide of the House, and our 
successors after we have gone, must not be understood to be bound by 
the estimates if they are passed under head No. 78, and tliat the question 

to the general policy, the amount and the period for which subventions 
should be granteil will still remain an open question which this House 
and its successor would be free to discuss and decide upon. 

Mr. 0. S. Rauga Iyer: Sir, I rise to associate myself with every word 
that my friend ]\Ir. B. Das has uttered on this occasion. It is fortunate 
that it has been given to us to-day to stand united on the question of the 
subvention, even tliougli we hold divided views on the (jucstion of re- 
forms. divided views exploited out in the eountry by papers particularly 
unfriendly to me and advertising a disunion whici) does not exist. If mv 
conduct has led to that misapprehension, I humbly apologise to the Leader 
on my right. H<nvover on the question of reforms wt' are dividend; on the 
question of matters of subvention we are united, divided not in regard to 
the goal but in regard to the details. This is a fundamental question of 
the reforms on which wc are united. We have not considered in detail 
the question of ihc' reforms. Therehwe we frankly exchanged thought^, 
and I again express regret if this exchange of thought liad led. to an oppor- 
tunity for an exploitation in the Anglo-Indian Press, particularly malici- 
ous so far as 1 am concerned. 

Sir, in regard to the subvention, I may clearly say that this subvention 
cannot be handed over only to one particular province because that parti- 
cular province has no responsibility to this House but to an authority 
outside this House. For instance, if iny friend^s province, the province 
of Orissa, is made into a separate, province, notwithstanding the fact that 
every obstacle has been put in its way of separation during thti last so many 
years and al.-o by the exclusion of competent men like Mr. Das even from 
their legitimate rigid as nssc.ssors to that Committee, if a se])arate pro- 
vinc'e of Orissa is created, tliat also is going to got a subvention which the 
Sind province is going to get. T am not at all standing in the way of the 
subvention. I do not oppose tlie subvention, and I want my Mussulman 
friends to understand it with regard to the North-West Frontier Province. 
Once you agree to a separate [irovinco, a subvention becomes necessary. 
}5ut this House exists and ii is for the Foreign Secretary and for the 
Foreign Department to introduc-c a precedent and consult us. Wo would 
not have stood in the way but wo want to lay down a general rule and a 
general policy. I do not ward to take more time but mv friend Mr. B- 
Das in bis admirable evidence which i.s now public property before the 
Orissa Committee has said: 

t h ivo rriontiiinod that atatidory provision miiRt ba mado for flnbv’ontion to pr<y 
vinoo.s from tho Confcral Ooverri/nont. This i« noopssary a.s soino provinrp an»l cortnia 
tracts known a-i h ifkward aroas luiv'o remained undcrforl and uncJovoIoped owing to har| 
finanoo fi om tJir* (V-ntro. Tf proviiioial finan<*o« roinainod ‘inolasfic" and in«nfTirii^n<^ 
inoaso of all l]\v provifK-os, in oaso of Bihar .'nid Ori.-isa t }.(‘y roinainod apoon-fod from tlio 
outset.” 

Yes, Biliar and Orissa had -ilu'avs iK'on treated ns n Cinderella pi’O' 
vince, and when Oii. separ.ited from Bihar. Mr. B. Das, the stoutest 
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champion in (ind outside this House of the rights of Orissa to separation, 
will have to see to it that a subvention in the proper form is granted. Sir, 
our statement on the floor of this House to-day is a request and at the- 
vs.aine time a warning to the Government not to neglect those who cannot 
he neglected. Once you accept that policy of separate provinces, you are 
committed, and as you liave got to commit yourselves in the case of 
Orissa, you will have to give a subvention to Orissa like every other 
j.iovince. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Elhan (Agra Division: Muhainrnadan Rural): 
s;ir, when the Mein])ers of all the Parties met in the Western Hostel to 
decide whether a particular question should be discussed, we had unani- 
mously decided that if any Honourable Member wishes to bring in any 
■)Mrt-i(*iilar question, that discussion should come up on the day or the 
;)(‘ri()d w'hich is allotted to that particular party ; or in case it is taken up 
))^ any Honourable Member wlio does not belong to any party, then it 
must’ come up at the time which was put at the disposal of the unattached 
Members. As a matter of fact, T myself was whole-heartedly for giving 
s(,iiie time for the discussion of tliis particailar question. And I say for 
this half a day was allotted; but when we found that iinaniinity was not 
to be reached on this point and it was found that there were 

X ooN. Honourable Members who wanted a discussion on this 

•]iu‘stiou, one my Honourable friend Mr. Das belonging to the Xationalist 
Party, and the other Mr. Joshi, who claimed a share as an unattached 
Member, it was decided by all the Members present there, that either the- 
Nationalist Party should havi* tliis discussion within the time ]>laced at 
tiicir disposal, or if Mr. Joshi wanted to raise it, then he must forego his 
j)iried whi<*h ho wanted for the discussion of tlu* labour question, and the 
’■demb(*rs were quitt‘ prepared to give him this latitude. This was clearly 
flecided, and certain Members were not willing lo take u]) this discussion 
on Friday or Saturuay because they thought that-, they were not going to 
Oe present, and tlnn’r request was that if thi.s discussion came on, it must 
•eine earlier witliin the iour days allottial for ])olicy questions. I do not 
know liow’ this c(nn])acl wliieli liad been reached unanimously by the 
House and which had hi*en agreed to for the last five days can be broken. 

Mr. B. Das: On a ])oint of explanation. 1 have exercised my right as 
a Member of this House to opi^ose any grant which in my own conscience 
1 think fit to oppose. 


Mr. Presidant: \o one has taken any exeei»tion t(') it. 

Mr. Amar K'ath Dutt (Durdwan Division; Xon-Muhammadan Rurah : 
Gn a point of order, may I know whether we are discussing any Demand 
w Grants or discussing what took place outside this House, in the Western- 
Hostel or elsewhere ? 


Mr. Praaident (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahiintoola) : The Chair 
IS glad that the Honourable IVrember, Mr. Amur Nath Dutt, has raised 
ms question. Since yesterdav the Chair has tried to invite the attention 
? Members to the fact that this House is concerned with 

P^ibhc business only which comes before it for decision and cannot deu* 
'md ought not to deal, with matters which may happen inside parties -it 
oir meetings or oven inside any meetings held hv Honourable lirembers 
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^outside the House. The Chair curried out the agreement to which tin 
whole House subscribed that the first four daj^s shall be allotted for tin 
.purpose of discussing token cuts. The Chair was prepared to extend thai 
period if a special cut was to be discussed by the unanimous vote of tlu 
House. That arrangement has been carried out to the letter and the 
Chair regrets that extraneous matter is being brought into the discussioii. 
The Chair has not been strict in restricting the discussion, but the Chair 
trusts that Honourable Members will carry out their primary function of 
dealing on the floor of the House with business of a public character. 

Mr. Muhajnmad Yamin Khan: Sir, I am glad that the objection came 
from Honourable Membci*s of the Nationalist Party to the speecli I was 
making; but if they had listened carefully to the speech of their own 
Leader who had raised this point, who had said that this was the compact 
and it had been broken, which is all I was putting before, the FTousc and 
before Honourable Members, 1 say wc must stick «aud ought to stick to 
it as a solemn promise given to certain Members who do not liappt'n to 
be present in this House to-day. If any Honourable Member wants in 
raise any question on which he has given a guarantee' to the whoh» Ffonsc* 
that he will not introduce it on the floor of this House, and then he sii\s. 
“T can get up to exercise my right although I have given a promise 

Mr. B. Das: I never gave any promise to anybody. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Bhan: As soon as you, Sir. were pleased to put 
before the House that this was the arrangement and no Merniier got up 
to raise any objection to it, I take it that that was agreed to by everv 
Member who was present; and if any MeiTiher says he was not present, 
it is his lookout if he was not present. But after having coiiu* to a certain 
understanding with certain Honourable Members that a particular (pies- 
tion would not be discussed, then to come up at once all of a sudden and 
raise this question when nobody suspects that there will be a disciissicai 
on that point, is not fair; and F put it Honourable M»‘mb(‘rs that it is 
not treating those Honourable Members fairly who do not know that this 
will be corning up for discussion now 

Mr. B. Das: I want your ruling on a point of order, Sir, whether 
Honourable Members who are not members of any party on this side of 
the House can restrict the action of different j)arties anfl groups. 

Mr. President (The ITonourablc Sir Ibrahiin Haliimtoola) : Tiic Hon- 
ourable does not seem to have understood even the ruling that 

the Chair gave. Tins House is not concerned with anything that had 
happened inside parties: Imt the House is concerned with the agreement 
wliif'b H''>!I‘5 c rcacla'd nnanirnouslv on the floor of the House. "I ho 
Cb-.iir fvpMr-ic; th.it Honourable Members instead of discussing these 
inattt'rs will confomi to th(' arrangement to which the House unanimously 
agreed . 

Mr. Amar Nath Datt: Hoes a suit for breach of promise He. Sir? 

Mr. President: Order, order. 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin ELhan i I do not want to go more deeply into 
Ithat controversy ^lt this time. Even if this be a question of subvention, 
if my honourabic friends like to say, “Oh, we are agreed to give this sub- 
vention, bub we want to assert the rights of the House*’, that point could 
be raised siibseqii(*ntly at some other time and not at this time and at this 
stage. 

•On the merits of the question, I would say that whatever may be the 
position of diffcjrent provinces, T have no grievance if the Government 
<;ome and show that a ease is made out very elearly in favour of granting 
n subvention for any other proviiu'o : we will not hinder that or dispute 
their right to get money. J3ut, I imisi say that the North-West Fron- 
tier Provinee stands apart from every other province in this matter: and 
that point is that it i.s the provinee which bears the whole burden of 
defence from attack outside and it is the guardian of India; that pro- 
vince has been treated as the guardian of India. Even when the reforms 
were given in the past that province was not given any reforms because 
it was thought that their (drcunistances differed from the rest of India, 
jind w'hilc they bear tiu? whole burden, tlu‘N cannot produce so much money 
as to meet those expenses which are ni‘cessarv in view of the defence of 
India, which is not the coiieern of one province hut of entire India. If 
any money is required over and above that expenditure for the purpose of 
protecting tlu* rest of India I think the rest of India will be justified in 
giving a subvention to the Frontier JVovinee and the Frrmtier Province 
will be perfectly justified in demanding from the other provinces some 
money for a concern which is not their own hut of others also. That is 
the position. T do n<»t think it will serve any useful puqiose to the 
country or nf those w’ho have the interest of the country at heart to dis- 
cuss tliis <]uestion at this eleventh hour in this shape : if they do so they 
will b<‘ doing the greatest disservice if they indulge in this controversy. 
My advici* nii this point is that it wall be much better in the interests of 
the Assc'inhly and of the country that this question be not dragged up 
now; blit I will not be averse to this question being discussed thoroughly 
at a later time at a later stage in some other w^ay 

An Honourable Member: After everything is over? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Ehan: It is going to be over and it will not be 
stopped. With these words T do not agree with the proposal which has 
been inadiv 

Sir Hugh Oocke (IIomba> : European') : I move that the question be 
now put. 

Mr, President: On the Order Paper there is an amendment* in the 
name of the TTonourahlo Member. Kao Baliadnr B. Tj. Pntil. Does he 
wish to move it? 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil (Bomba \ S« )utb('rn Division : Xon-Muham- 
niadan KiiraO: For tbi reasons stated. I do not wish to move inv amend- 
niont. Sir. 


Sir Abdur Bahim (CaK •uft.i .and Suburbs: Muliammadan I’rban') : 
Sir, the priindpal question raised bv the TTonourahlo Member on my right 
was that the House had not l)cen given a proper opportunity to discuss 

That the Demand under the head ‘ Foreign and Political Department* be reduced 
oyRs, 1,33,000,** 
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the question of the subvention. His main case seemed to be that a ques-^ 
tion like this should be brought forward by Government in the form of a 
Resolution, and in support of his proposition he quoted the opinion of Sur 
Sivaswami Aiyer, but so far as I could follow him, 1 do not think that 
opinion bears upon this question at all. The opinion of Sir Sivaswami 
Aiyer was to tJie effect that no province can ask for autonomy or should 
be granted autonomy unless it is financially self-(?ontained. ^Fhat is a 
proposition of a wide character, to which I am not prepared to give my 
assent, and I am quite sure on a little consideration tht? House will agree 
that it too wide a proposition. We are sure in the near future to have 
a federal system of Government which will include British India, and 1 
hope British India alone, and in that case it will be the duty of the 
Federal Government to see that each i)rovince is financially self-contained. 
For that purpose it should be possible for the Government at the centre, 
which controls the finances of entire India, to see if there is any deficicnov 
in any province, and then to make up that deficiency. I do not think 
that is a proposition which can be disputed. In the abstract it may be 
said that, — “If you want to be autonomous, you must be self-cont^aincd’*. 
But in the circumstances of India, even my friend Mr. B. Das must admit 
that it is not a practical proposition. For instance, Mr. B. Das himseli 
wants that there should be a subvention granted to his province if that 
province is separated from Bihar. I am } erfectly sure that tin* House 
will agree with me that if a proper case is made out for Orissa, there will 
be no difficulty in granting a suitable subvention for that ])rovinc**. I do 
not wish to discuss on the present motion the Tji(*rits ot the case of North- 
West Frontier Province, but the fact must be borne in mind that ever 
.since the North-West Frontier Province was separated from the Punjab 
and was made a separate j)rovince, the Govermruait of India's finan(*es 
had to bear considerable burdens; as a matter of fact, th(' amount that 
has been granted is very much less tlian what the Government of India 
have been granting ever since the separation. The Haig Subjects Com- 
mittee went into the question and proposed a larger grant, and T am not 
at all satisfied that the province will bo able to carry on ])roperIv witliin 
the limits of the grant of one crore proposed by the Government. T believe 
the Subjects Committee proposed a grant at present of one crore and 40 
lakhs, to be increased afterwards as necessities may arise*. 

Now, as regards whether the question should be brought up by Gov- 
ernment in the shape of a Resolution, I wish that my friend Mr. B. Das 
had been able to cite some authority. T must admit T have not had tin* 
time to study the question myself, and if that is thi* proper procedure. 

I am sure the Government should have adopted it or ought to do it. But 
this much must he admitted by those who have been in negotiations witli 
the Leader of the House ns regards the arrangement of business with 
respect to the Budget and also with regard to other matters, that he was 
anxious throughout to give full opportunity to the House to discuss this 
important question 

Mr. B. Das: That establishes my case. 

Blr Abdur Rahim: Mr. B. Das also knows, at any rate, some Members 
of his party know, that we of the Independent Parifcv raised no objection 
to that course, and wc were in fact willing to help him 
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Mr. B. Das: 1 said that yesterday. 

Sin Abdur Rahixa: If some of the Honourable Member on his left raised 
objection yesterday to his proposal, that was no fault of our party. We 
have strictly abided by the arrangenumt that was arrived at with the 
J^eader of the House*. Therefore, so far as that question is concerned, 
we cannot be blamed in any way. 1 do not wish now to discuss the 
[)oint raised by my friend Mr. Yamin Khan whether the Nationalist Party 
ought to have taken advantage of the day allotted to them in order to 
discuss this question 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : 1 did not say that. 1 said that the point 
was raised when we met together that either Nationalist Party should take 
the opportunity to discuss this question on the day allotted to them or they 
should forego it. 'Fhat was our decision. I was entirely for allotting half 
a day for discussing this question. 

Sir Abdur Rahim,: 1 did not want to misrepresent my friend, 1 support 
my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das to this extent that for discussing ques- 
tions of such importance proper opportunity should be given. But as 
regards the question whether the suhjec! should be Urouglit forward in 
tlu* f(^rm of a Resolution or not. I am not at present prepared to offer 
any opinion. We all recognise that tin* Deader of the House was anxious 
throughout to givi* a chtince to the House to discuss this question pro- 
perly. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, thirty years ivgo I remember an Indian 
politician living in TiOndon wrote to a great Indian here stating that we 
have fallen upon such evil times that Chamberlain is our genius in politics 
and Rudyard Ki]>ling is unr poet. To-day I am reminded of the saying 
of that great man here, because I see that we have fallen on such evil 
times within the past two years that w'e talk of party agreements and 
party yK:)litics only forgetting the higluT and nobler policy of those who 
prec(‘ded us in fliis House. Sir, here eveiw one of us. defying tlie mandate 
of the greatest ])olitieal institution in India, has eome in, on his own 
ticket. We know our worth: we know that we do not owe allegiance to 
anybody save and except probably to ourselves. That being .so, I doubt 
wliidher it was very wise for such a heterogenous mass to come io any 
understanding ..... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member should remember that the 
House is discussing the question of a grant to the Foreign and Political 
department. 

Mr. Amar Natll Dutt: Yes, Sir. T oppose this grant, and when I oppose 
grant, T must eritieiso the statement of my Honourable friend Mr. 
Ynmin Khan, the Leader of a great party in this House, — a Leader who 
has won his laurels both from the Government and probably from the 
^embers of a certain community. Be that as it may, he said that the 
North-West Frontier Province should have a subvention, by which T 
^uderstnnd a money aid from other pn^vinces. If that be so, his reasons 
do not seem to he perfeotlv clear to me. The reason given is that thev 
the gtiardians of the whole of India. In what sense arc •they the 

p 
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guardians of the whole of India? {Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: “They 
protect I fail to understand, perhaps save and except that it 

has got several passes through which the people residing there allow other 
people to eoinc to the sacred land of Aryavarta and reduce us to the con- 
dition in which we are at the present nionient. Instead of calling that 
province the guardian province of this great continent, I say that it is a 
clanger /one, a menace to Indian freedom and liberty, and it were far 
better if that province was wiped off from the map of India, at least from 
the map of British India. (Dr. Ziauddiri AJnnad : ^'And made inde- 
pendent*’.) {Mr. Muhammad Yamm Khan: “And annexed to Bengal”.) 
And annexed to Bengal for cultural needs, because no other province needs 
moral and intellectual culture more than this province. T claim some 
experience of the North-West Frontier Province. I lived there in my 
childhood, and I have seen it in later times also, and I know the people of 
that province too well. (At this stage there were several interruptions.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Hr. Amar Nath. Dutt: If we are to pay lis. 146 lakhs for this province, 
why don’t you pay the same amount for the province of Assam for its 
development? It is all very well to take it from the pockets of Bengal. 
You have taken income- tax, you have taken jute and everything, it is 
all very well to pilfer others i)<.)ckcls and become rich at their expense. It 
also gives us an opportunity of posing as patriots and benefactors of a 
certain community. 1 for one oppose this grant with all the emphasis 
that I can command, and I will not be a party to it, and if it were in my 
power I would not grant any such aid to any province whatsoever. Fverv 
province should be financially self-contained and able to maintain itself if 
it wants to participate in the coming federation of India, which my 
Honourable friend, the Leader of the Independent Party, has foreshadowed 
in his speech. Witli those words. I oppose the gnint. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad (Lnited Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Rural) : The last speaker has raised an issue which I am sure the 
people of the North-West IVontier iVovinco would acce|)t with the greatest 
pleasure. He saws that that province .should Ijc wipcfl off from the map 
of India; it means that it should ho made independent. If a i)roposal of 
that kind were made, it would receive the heartiest support of the people 
of that province, but T doubt very much wheihor rny Ilonourable fricaid’s 
constituency would return him again. On this issue, let us considi r 
the question of the subvention from another point of view. My friend 
has taken it for granted lhat we are starting a new provinei^ and liioinL^ 
a subvention for its extra expenditure. If mv Honourable friend has read 
the book supplied to us, in which a detailed statement of tlu^ varioiK 
expenditure is given, he will find that we are spending on that province 
already a sum of over one eroro of rupees. It is not a now expenditure. 

It is an expj'nditure which we have all along been incurring, and the only 
thing for whieh the Finance Department is responsible is that they have 
arranged the fieures in a different way; it is only a question of book 
keeping; it is only really a question of re-arrangement of budget figur^^^* 
Therefore, my Ifonoura-ble friend may raise the issue of the subvention 
when the eon'-fitufional question of India is before the House, but on 
this particular question, when all that is done is that all the money 
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we are already 'spending and for which we have been voting grant under 
different Demands is put together under one head, — it is really not new 
expenditure, it is really not a new policy; it is not really a new expendi- 
ture. Therefore, all this question of a subvention at the present moment 
to my mind fs out of consideration 

Bhai Parma Nand (Ambaia Division : Non-Muhammadan) : It 'was all 
^Mven to the North-West IVonticr Province when it was under the control 
of the Central Government, under this Assembly, but it. is now a separate 
province altogether. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: As regards the voting of the Assembly, whatever 
subvention we can give, we cannot give without the vote of this Assembly. 
The only question is how that vote is to be given. At present, we are 
giving the votes under six or more different items, — under the head 
•‘Foreign and PoliticaF’, under the hesid ‘Irrigation ’, under the head 
“Forest”, under the bead of ‘'Education” and the vaiioiis other heads. 
Instead of giving the votes under various heads, we are only required 
to give tlie vote under one head, and I do not see any fundamental point 
of difference. To my mind all the discussion about the constitutional 
issue in connection with this matter is out of order; it does not arise. 
What we are doing now is that w'e are incurring the expenditure under 
OIK' head, the North-West Frontier Province. In fact, I raised thife ques- 
tion two years ago that we do not know what the expenditure on the 
North-West Frontier Province really is and we ought to be grateful to the 
Honourable the Finance Member that he has put all these Demands 
together under one particular item, and to my mind this is not a new 
expenditure and it does not raise any question of policy. 

Bir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secretary) : 1 trust you will not regard 
me as impertinent if I begin my remarks by pointing out, as you, Mr. 
Presitlenl, have just reminded the House, that the question before them 
is one relating to the Foreign and Political Department, whereas the 
actual subvention comes under a lower head, No. 78, North-West Frontier 
Province, and if Government had any desirt* to stitle diseiissinn cn the 
subject, it might perhaps have been possible for me to raise a point of 
order whether this discussion was in order under head No. 31. That I 
did not do so I think has proved that, as the Leader of the House has 
pointod out. Government took a ^eat clt‘al of trouble to ^'ivo the House 
every opportunity to discuss this question, a. question of the greatest 
importance and magnitude, and if the House did not avail itself of that 
opportunity, the Government is not to blame. 

Mv Honouraljle frien<i Mr. R. !Das lias not to-day actually raised tlie 
point of constitutional procedure or legality, but a few days auo. speaking 
in this House, he said: 

“Tho virtw is atiMioriiativoly hftld in India (and T .authority moans tho Treasury 
«« jj, r\ot mrrnissiblo “ (ho is horo quoting fromtho Simon rommisaion 

Report.) ‘*fco in^ur oKpindituro from oontral ro vonuos on provincial subjects, or to ma^e 
a^^iyi’n>nts from coat.ral to provincial rovoniios for oxpondituro on a provinc'^1 
snhjoot, oxcopt in so far as such oxnondituro ropn»sonts payments for services rendere" 
by tho Provincial Government.” 

®ir, the actual facts with regard to the legality of the acHon taken by thei 
Government, which Mr. Baa then impugned, are that under the. Govern- 
of India Act, section 45A, the Governor General in Council can 

b2 
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make rules classifying subjects, and it is perfectly true that, when he 
has done so. he cannot, without making fresh devolution rules, direct th(^ 
payment of provincial charges from central revenues but under the samt' 
section you find that the Governor General have plenary povrer to allocate 
revenues or other monies to the Provincial Governments, and there is no 
illegality whatever in the action which has been taken with regard to this 
subvention for the North-West Frontier Province. 

Again as my friend Dr. Ziauddin has just reminded the House, the 
amount of this subvention is not new expenditure. Central revenues 
have been bearing all these charges and in point of fact a great deal more. 
The amount of the subvention is rupees one crore a year, but the amount 
recommended by the Haig Committee was, I believe, Hs. 1,17 lakhs, and 
the actuals of the past few years have been considerably in excess of that 
figure. There is therefore nothing new about it. It is only to be done 
for three years or unfil such time as the new constitution comes into 
force. 


Sir Hari Singh Gknir: May T interrupt the Honourable Member? f 
think the Honourable the Finance Member might be al)le to make ti 
correct statement. Do 1 understand il aright that the siibvenf i'*?; 
exceeds by 2^ lakhs of rupees, the amount that was given in previoiN 
years. I speak subject to correction, but T hope that the Honourable 
the Finance ^lemher will be prepared to make a statement in view of 
the fact that Dr. Ziauddin assumed that the amount of the subvention 
is exactly the amount that is now given. 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: May I reply to that point? The 
position is this. The figures that my Honourable friend the Foreign Sec- 
retary has given are perfectly correct, but as I explained to the House, 
we were faced with this position that we had to try to introduce into thi 
expenditure of the North-West hVontier Provin(»e a measun* of ndreneh- 
rnent which correspoiubMl with that which has been undertaken by the 
Central Government in their centrally administered areas and by the Pr‘> 
vincial Governments on the basis of that reduced expenditure, that is to 
say, allowing for all the n^trenchinents which we thought the North- West 
Frontier Province ought to introduce. Tht; net amount which they would 
have got from the Central Government would have been 97| lakhs, hut 
that 97J lakhs was arrived at after very substantial reductions in the rate 
of expenditure for the current year. We got to that figure of 97J lakhs 
and then in order to give them some margin with which to undertake the 
additional expenditure, part of which was inevitable when the province 
was starting, we fixed the amount at the round sum of 100 If^hs. 
Therefore you can say the position is this, that if the North-West 
tier Province had remained in exactly the same position as it is now, t 
Central Government would have been expending a net amount of • < i 
lakhs on the province. TTnder the new arrangements, the Central Gew- 
ernmeuf will be expending 100 lakhs on thc; province next year. 


Sir Uvelyn Howell: Tam grateful to the Honourable Member 
correcting mo. If T Wiis in error, and for giving an authoritative sttiteint* 
on the subject. 
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1 was oil the point of saying that I do not think there is any general 
disposition in any quarter of the House to question the necessity for doing 
something in the nature of that which has been done. (31oarly, Sir, the 
North-West Frontier Province could not be deprived of its horiTage for 
very much longer. We have heard from all sides the necessity for treat- 
ing that province in matters of controlling its own destiny, matters of 
reforms in fact, exactly on the same footing as the other provinces. If 
it is a part of British India, it clearly has a right to do so, and it has 
been found in the light of past experience quite impossible for it to do so 
solely from its own resources. The Haig Committee went ver\ carefully 
into this point ivnd you will see that its conclusions were that the y)rovince 
could not be cx[)ected to be self-supporting for various reasons — because 
of its size — it is such a small unit of administration compared with the 
other provinces, — because of its situation, right up on the Frontier where 
beyond a certain line you get into tribal territory, where there is no 
taxation and no law and no order, and also because of its great intrinsic 
imi)ortance, by which almost every qiu'stion that arises in that province 
has a knack (jf developing with ('xtraordinnrv rapidity into an all-India 
(piestion, in which all parts of the House are vitally interested. I do not 
think that there i.s any general desire on the part of the House to know 
exactly how this cron' is to be alloc.-'led when the province has got it. but I 
have no doubt that the Honourable fh*' Finance Member will be able to 
answer that point better than I ean. T therefore say nothing more than 
simply ask the House “What else could Government have done, than that 
which they have done?’*. 

There was one other ])oint which my friend Mr. Joshi raised, b\it I am 
not sure that I should be* in order now in answering his question about 
labour repn'sentation in the Xorth-West Frontier Province, and I therc- 
fon' will not trespass into that field unless von gi\c nu* permission to do 
so. 

Mr. President: Tlie Honourable Member can reply to that point, if he 
wishes to and the f^hair will not object. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Mr. doshi’s Jjoint was that no ]n'ovision had been 
niadi* for th(' representation of labour in tl.(' Xewf li-Wevt Frontier Pro- 
vince Gouncil. 

Mr. K. Ah,med (Bajshahi Division ; Midiammadan BuralV. There is no 
labour there. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: My friend ^Ir. Kahiniddin has given llu Hrst p«>int 
'>f my reply. There i.s no labour. The Royal C'ommission on T.abour did 

think it necessary to visit that ]irovinee. It is triu‘ that tlu iv are a 
number of labouring persons there, as in any cither countr\ in tlu* world, 
when the framework of the Provincial (^>uneil was being considered, 
•jttention was# drawn to that point and the local authoritit*s were consulted. 

1 be unofficial C'onimittoe which tlu' (Miii'f (.’('»mmissioni'r nominated to 
<^*onsidor the matter also gave it their attention and recorded the 
opinion 

Mr. H. M. Joshi: May I ask whether there' was any re]>resental ive of 
Jibour on that unofficial Committee or whether the Connnittoo consisted 
^ y of landlords# and capitalists ? 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: It consisted of the gentlemen whom the Chief 
Conunissibner thought proper to consult. Whether there was any re- 
presentative of labour or not I do not actually know, but I dare say not. 
Anyhow, they decided that it was unnecessiary and therefore the point was 
not })ressed. Tlie third point is that even in the Punjab, which is much 
more adviinced than the North-West Frontier Province, there is, I believe, 
no actual labour representative in the Punjab Council, and the North-West 
Frontier Province has been clamouring for a long time j)ast to ho like the 
Punjab in all possible respects. Lastly the point made by my friend Mr. 
Joshi. with which T liave a great deal of sympathy, is being brought to the 
notice of the Franchise Committee, which is about to viwt the North-West 
Frontier Province, and I have no doubt they will look into the matter 
while they are there. 


Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (As^am : Muhammadan) : 1 very much 
welcome this opportunity of discussing this question. There ij^^ not the 
least intention, as Sir Hari Singh (Jour seemed to suggest, of shirking or 
thwarting discussion on this iss^ue. I believe that tlierc is such an over- 
whelmingly strong case for the subvention for the North-West Frorititu* 
Province that we should not bo afraid of the subject being di^^ussed in all 
its aspects. We an* grateful to Afr. Das for bringing this issue before the 
House. His persevereiice has prevaih'd and we liavc' got an opportunit.v 
of discussing this important subject, just on the (‘ve of the introduction of 
reforms in the Frontier, it is n(*cessary that this Honsi* sho\ild examine tijf 
constitutional question of the extent of the responsibility of the C'cntral 
Government towards the tiiianees of tin* North-W(‘st Frontier Province and 
the manner in which they intend to discharge it. 


Before I sa\ anything on the question of th(‘ subvention, 1 want to 
impress one very fundamental fact on the Members of this the 

fact which there is a tendency to ignore, Wlieii this province was created 
in 1901, it v.as not created in re^^ponse to any (hnnand for a separatt- 
province. It was ci>*ated on tiie ground of Imperial pf)licy in all-Infiia 
interests and it is being maintained as a separate province, not to satisfy 
the aspirations of the Frontier people, but it being maintained as a 
separate adrniiiislralive unit in .iceordance* with the gi'iu'ral sclifiin* cl 
Frontier policy of the Government of India. Now having created that 
province, having created the child, the Government of India cannot ignon* 
its responsibilil \ for its niaiiucn in<*e. (Mr. (iaifa l*r(isa<l Simjli : “Wh.it 
about other provinces V”) It has attained to political adolescence now and 
it is demanding some freedom and autonomy in. the management of its owii 
affairs, but that is no reason why it should be deprived of its riglitfn- 
inheritance. The fact that from being a centrally administered area it is 
now being transformed into a political unit with control of itn own Budget 
docs not alter the rncaterial circumstance of its strategic position and its 
special claim on the ( ioviTimienl of India. dV> create tin* |)rovince on t i‘ 
grontid of frnpe»*ial necessity, and tlu*n to ask it t^> stand on its »)W'n 
to be self-supporting, to bear unaided the heavy burden of overhead charges 
of a provincial administration is most unfair. If the province has 
created to ^ Imperial needs arul ])nrposes. tin* (’cntral ^ p 

must bear the necessary cost of the administration. I may remind tio 
House that flu- Rr.ay Committoo, while it recomrnendod the introduction 
reforms into the; l-’rontier province, said that its finances ought to be a 
Imperial charge. 
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Now, Sir, , as regards tbe subvention, it seems to me that there is a 
curious misunderstanding on the part of some Honourable Members as to 
the true character of the subvention. Some of my Honourable friends 
seem to be under the impression that because of the introduction of reforms 
into the Frontier province, the Government of India are going to make a 
^ift of a croro of rupees to that province to bcalance its Budget. I can 
•assure my friends, Sir, that the Government of India is not paying one 
S'iiigle penny more than what they have been naying for the past so many 
years, and, if anything, they now propose to pay very much less. As 
regards paying a contribution for its deficits, they have been paying that 
contribution for the last 30 years; there is nothing new in it. and it in not 
a TU‘\v departure. (Mr. Gaua Prasad SiiUih : ‘Mlut we have Ijeeii control- 
ling the administration.**) I am coming to that. Sir, this subvention is 
notbing but our old ugly friend. “(Contribution tf) deficits’* dressed up in 
the bridal robe of a sAibvention. 

Mv lh)n')iiral)le friend. Sir Hari SiiiL'Ii Gonr. bas said, we ari* paying 
lakhs mort^ than we have been paying during tbe prc'vious years. I 
shall give you tlu' figures for the previous years. Sir. taking tht‘ central 
and tin' provincial heads of exp(‘nditnre together: 

In 1027-28, the deficit was 200 lakh-^ 

In 1028-20. ibe deficit was 2:‘>1 lakh-. 

In 1020-30, tlie deficit was 2.*) I lakhs, 

In 103f)-.*>l. the deficit was 200 laklis. 

Xow taking the exp('tulit ure (»n the provincial heads j\lone : 

III 1030-:U. the deficit wa< 120 lakhs; 

and in th<‘ Budget (‘stimate for the year 1031-32 pvovi-'ion was made for 
a deficit of 104 lakhs, and this suhveiition is only for a crore this year. 
New Ilonourahh* Meinhers must not run away with the ulea that tiie (lov- 
eminent arc paying all tliis money for the uplift of the ]»rovini\*. Xotliing 
of the kind! In tin* y(‘ar 1020-30, if you turn to the Administrat i«>n Beporl 
of fill' Xortli-West Frontier Province you will find that the (lovernment of 
India spent on the Frontii-r Watch and Ward I to lal:h<, umler Political 
21 lakhs, under Police 20 lakhs, under Education (Uily 10 lakhs, under 
iModieal onlv 0 laklis and undiT Ththlic Health the paltrv sum of 
hs. 1,07,000.’ 

Xow the only difference hotween the paymiuit of a ev»ntrihution in 
previous yt*ars and the subvention on the present occasion is this, that 
while in previous years the expenditure w%as being sanetioned by the Gen- 
tral ( i(»vernineiit or llie (’eiitral legislature mnler ilifTercnt snh-head- ih.’s 
y^'ar they are j>laciiig at the disposal of the Xtndh-West Frontier Province 
^ hirnp sum wlii(di is calcidated acconling to the Budget figures of the 
previous years. Tliis, Sir, only a natural corollary io the introduetion of 
ndornis into the Frontiia* Province. 4'he Haig C’ommiltei’ reeiuiiinended 
hat this subvention ought to he declared to he a stairee I'f the provincial 
revenue under Devolnti<ni rule 14 and it ought to he made a statutory* 
- arge. The North-West hVontier Province 8ul)-(^oniinitti*e of the Bound 
able Conference also made a similar recommendation, 1 shall road out the 
^'Commendation of the Sub-Coinniittee : 

■abin fc is satisfioil f nun the figures pliiced before it tbnt under the 

finu e ^ "^*3 be expoctod tn bo • hissed ns nroviueinl this province show a 'nrge 

<l®fieit. It follows that the Proviru iiil (.•ovorniucnt ivip require fiiiaiu in1fas<is*^- 
na central or federal levenue.^. The roimiufloo suirgO'^ts that there should be a 
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preliminary exfjert investigation into the alloc‘ation of expenditure between the central 
and provincial heads to supply the basis from w’hich the financial subvention from central 
or federal revenues may be calculated. This Sub>Committee apprehend that if the 
subvention be paid annually by the central or the provincial legislature, the substance 
of provin 'ial autonomy in tho province will be impaired. It suggests that that difficulty 
might bo met by an agreed convention that each financial assignment should remain un- 
disturbed fora number of years.” 

Now iiiy friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Hingh, asked me why should we pay 
the subvention while we place the administration and the expenditure of 
the province under the control of the provincial legislature. Sir, this 
question surprises me. So long as this irresponsible bureaucraev was 
controlling the finances of the province and spending crores of rupees, to 
pay the deficit every year not a word was uttered l)y my Honourable friend. 
(^^r. Gaija Prasud Sintjh : “lint this Hoiist* was eontrolling the Hudget.”) 
And now when our own countrymen in the new Frontier provinei^ are going 
to control it, a hue and cry if# raised. 

N<ow, Sir, with regard to fhe amount of the subvention. If the House 
accepts the position that the Central Government have got the respons- 
ibility for the llnancfs of the North-West Frontier Province, let us sec how 
they propose to dis#charge it. In my opinion, Sir, the subvention is totally 
inadequate for the requirements of the province. (Hear, hear.) The Haig 
Committee suggested 117 lakhs as the basic tigure for this subvention. 
They calculated it on the basis of the exif#ting revenut* and expenditure and 
the nonnal growth of expenditure. This did not taki‘ into account schemes 
of ediK'ational expansion or sanitary improvtanent which tlu* ( lovia’nnuait 
had pledged to \nidertakc, but taking all these sclumu*^ together they 
recommended not 117 lakhs, as m\ friimd. Sir Kvelyn Howell, said just 
now, but 146 lakhs wliieh had to be increased evtTv year by 4 lakhs till it 
reached a maximum of 162 lakhs. That is the position. 

Now a word about the need for this# excess grunt. In the Suinnier of 
1930 a deputation of tlie frontier people waited on the Chief Cuinmissioiicr 
of the North-West Frontier Province to impress upon him the necessity of 
incurring more expenditure on the nation-building departments and to 
bring the administration of the province into line with that of the Punjab. 
The Chief Commisbioiier af«sured them that he would aim at securing for 
the province the same standard of administration as that which obtained 
in the Punjab. He al^o assured them that their standard of taxation 
would not be higher than in tho Punjab. Now, Sir, in ed\ication tbc 
Frontier people are very much behind those of tliL* Punjab. I will give you 
some figures from the report of the Jlartog C.'ommittei*. f^uring the years 
1917-22 lh(; tfU.il iiuiiibiT <if male juipils in lla* rc(*ogiiiscd insl it ul i< >ns lias 
increased in the Punjab by 33-8 per cent, and in Uk? North-West Frontier 
Province It has# increastjd by 18 per cent. Jlotween 1922-27 it has increased 
in till.* Ikinjab by lfi3 per cent, and in tin* North-West l•'ronticr l*rovin(*e it 
has increased by 26 per cent. P>otween 1917-1927 it has incnijisi'd in the 
Punjab by 172 per cent, and it has increas(‘d in tlu*. North-West Frontier 
ProviiicM by IM per cent. As regards tlu.* total number of pupils in tlie 
recognised schools, the percentage of increase in tho Punjab between the 
years 1917 and 1922 is 31-3 per cent; in the North-West Frontier Province 
it is 19 per cent. Between the years 1922 and 1927 the increase in th© 
Punjab is 9f) pf-r ( t-nt and the incrca.se in the North-West Frontier Province 
is 27 per cent. Bct^^ecn 1917 and 1927 the increase in the Punjab 
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128 per cent,, in the North-West Frontier Province it is 58 per cent. As 
regards the total number of recognised institutions in the province, in the 
Punjab the increase has been between the years 1917 and 1927, 115 per 
cent., and in the North- W'est Frontier Province the increase has been only 
per cent. As regards the direct and indirect expenditure on the recog- 
nised institutions in the province, the increase in the J*unjab between 
the years 1917 and 1927 has been 164 per cent., whereas in the North-West 
Frontier Province, it has been 101 per cent. Then, Sir, if we lake the 
proportion of the male scholars to the total male population, the per- 
centage in the Punjab is 10 per cent., whereas in the North-West Frontier 
Province it is only 0 per cent. From these figures it will appciir to the 
House that the Frontier has still a great leeway t(j make up as legards 
education. Still, in this subvention the Government make no provision 
for the cdiieational e.xpansiori in the province. 4'herefore for the two or 
three years that the subvention will remain in existence, the nation-build- 
ing departments will be starved. 

Now, Sir, let us see what the Financial Secretary has said about the 
subvention. In the Explanatory Memorandum circulated to the Tvlem- 
bers by the FinaiKrial Secretary, he says: 

“ Tho North- VV'ost t’rontior Provinoo Subjects Committee also listed a large 
number of projocteii schemes of expansion involving recurring and non-recurring 
expenditure, which it presumed would bo taken into account by the Government 
of Iniiia at tho time of (iotorinining t he amount of the subvention. In the present state 
of tho finances of India arul of tho world it is impossible for either the Central Govern- 
mont or any Provincial Government in India to <-ontoniplatc embarking on an ambitious 
programme of expanding activities, and it bus ha<i to be recognised that these could 
find no place in a subvention which is to operate at the most for the next three years.” 

Sir, hen* the FinaiK'ial Si‘cP tar\ is looking at the problem mercl\ Irom 
the point of view of an accountant. He has ignored the wider and the 
more vital aspect of the question. spend money in order to bring 

the primitive and warlike* pi‘oplc of the Frontier williin tho orbit of modem 
civilisation nia\ ultimately prove more eeonomical than the Fiiianoi.il 
Secretary sc'ems to realis<*. One scdiool i*stablishod. one liosiiital opened 
will in the long run lead to one military post ednsed in the Frontier. In 
this connection. I sliould like to read out to the House an extract from 
the cvidenci* given hy Sir Ih'nvs Ih'ay before the Xorth-W’i'st Fre.ntier 
Suh-Gommitte(* of tlie Ihnmd d'abh* ('onference. Tbi.s is wdiat Sir Idenys 
Bray said ; 

” Tt would he. for instance, a grim thing if the future Minister for Eihication wer*> 
!?U(l<lonly to say ‘ Tho pressure on onr own scdioolsissogreat that wo cannot find any room 
or these trans-honler fell ow.s'. Similarly. >\iih our hospitals. We have just built 
'nagnificent hospital in Peshawar. The Government of India wore induced gradually 
»ind under groat pressure to make an adequate subvention toward.^ it. and " - (I t/x>uW 
draw your f*pccial attetition to this ficntrurr, .s>V) t ho argument I had ( o u.'=e the whole 
time was that this hospital is serving nll-India interests. Wo want it to be open to the 
rans-frontier men. There is no greater civilising inlluence than a good hospital. Its 
T* oxtond far beyond Peshawar into tho trail -frontier and bovond into 

Afghanistan. 

VVhafc I am trying to .suggest is this. .VII- India has great interest in the Frontier 
^rovince. It is right therefore that .AlMniiia should foot a very large part of the Frontier 
tovince Bill. It is doing it now. It will have to do it under whatever regime it is set up.” 

Sir, the Government of India are not only cutting down tho expen- 
< ‘tiirc of these nation-building departments hut they are doing something 
Jfioro. As tho result of their mal-adiuinistrati<m all these vc*ars. they arc 
having to the reformed Frontier rroviiiee a legacy of 10.000 Ordinance 
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prisoners. These prisoners will have to be fed and clothed out of the 
attenuated resources of the Frontier Province. The Frontier under the 
reforms will be financially in a very much worse position than it was in 
pre-reform days. The inadequacy of funds will hinder the development 
of the Province. And like the magician who produces rabbits out of empty 
hats, the Minister will bo oxpt‘cted to produce progress and prosperity out 
of the empty exchequer. Ho is bound to fail and the result will be that 
people will come forward and say that the reforms in the Frontier have 
been a failure. If the Government arc desirous of making them a success, 
then r lliink they ought to take the earliest opportunity of revising the 
subvention and fix up tlio amount at the figure suggested by the Haig Com- 
juittoe. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, 1 
thank all the Members who have taken part in this important question of 
tlu' subvention. To me it .seems that many Members who have opposed 
the subvt‘nti(^n have trodden over the old ground and used the same old 
arguments uliich wt* have be<‘n hearing for the last ten years, livery 
objection lliat has bc'cn raised has already l)(‘en given a very g(X)d repl\ 
several iinies. So, th(‘re seems to be nothing new on which 1 shoiilil like 
to give an\ re])]y io those who have opposed and erilieisod the subvention. 
So far as the technical side is eonec^med, tlie ( Jovtu’nment Meunber has 
given a iuli ro])ly. The main point to which I would respectfully like to 
draw- the attention of the House is that it is not right on ih(» part of 
Honouraldi' Menil)ers to deprive us of the rii^ht to govc'rn ourselves when 
the province going to bo raised to the slatus of a Governor’s province* 
and Avhen w'e en* about to be given a full share in llie respons’bihtv of 
expenditure there. TIonotira]>]e Members know v(‘ry well that this ’s the 
smallest amount monev which we are troing to get this time. There 
W’as no f»])iection t ikcn wlion the province was given a greater amount of 
money. However, T do not wish to create any controversial question hnl 
T should like to tell the House the plain faet tliat most of these arguTuents 
were based simply on communal lines. (Voices: “Not at nil.”) Tf that 
is not the case. T think the Honourahlo ^fembers ought to have said th ii 
obiections w'ere raised^ in a technical way and nrd to deprive the piovinc'^ 
of its rights, 

I am glad that some Honourable Members support tlu* priuciplc 

giving the, suln'cntion lf> my province, but some for the sake ol 
procedur(3 want to oppose the subvention. 

An Honourable Member: Nobody opposed. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: My HonourabU* friend, Mr. Aaiai 
Nath Dutt, oppo.sed it. He spent his childliood there and perhaps t ^ 
general impit ssion of childhood is sweeter, but the impression of his ^ 
hood is (jiiile tfje. reverse. Hi? wants to take revenge for it in 
advanced ag* . If you cornparr* tin' N. W. F. P. with any other 
you will tind tin* ( rvices that the p(*oplo arc doing to India and to 
British Empire — tliis word may please somebody or it may disp 
Borne others which \ do not mind — the. services that we the people* m 
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N. W. F. P. arc doing to Government and to the peoples of India are 
very great. If you go there and see things for yourself, you, will come to 
the conclusion that the Government have not wasted money on that 
province, rnqiiestionably it is a Muslim province. I cannot deny it. 
But that Muslim province is a source of great help to the Imperial policy 
of Great Britain and for the good and for the safety of the 73ritish and the 
Indians in the J^ritish Empire. The great help that the people are giving 
is the result of the good treatment of the British ofi’ufers there. We do 
not want any other rule there except the British rule. I may clearly 
say that oven if the King of Afghanistan or the King of Persia were to ask 
us to eomo under their rule, we will refuse to do so. Our loyalty to the 
British is a sourci; of safety for India. If the people of N. W. F. had 
liked to conic under any other rule than the British, it would have been 
then a source of great danger to India both internally and externally. 
So far as T know the provincje is loyal to the Government and to the 
interests of the Indian nation comprise d of all classes and communities. I 
do not want to speak only about Muslims. My Honourable friend Bhai 
Parma Xand. who is sometimes ;iecusc‘d, or shall I say honoured, by being 
(loserihed a-; an a<lvocatt‘ of communal cjuestions and interests, must be 
tliankf.ul of the post(*r or advertisimuait that 1 gave him yi^sterday. In 
the X. W. F. P. we, the Muslims, are very friendly to f)lher commiuiit'es 
and we look after tlu* interests of the non-Muslim communities there. In 
an iulormal (’onunitlee where I was a Momlx'r 1 pressed that the fifth seat 
shoiilcl 1 m* given to the Hindus. I ;isk»‘d my friend Sir Ahdiil (Jaiyum to 
join with me in tin* n*quest, and he did so, with the result that the fifth 
s(*:a w ;is ohtaiiK'd for the Hindus. ]7ut oiu* tiling I must niaki» pla n, and 
that is tliat wt* all wisli to remain under tin* Britisli rule. We cannot 
join and w'c* liavc* not johied and we shall n<‘ver join any anti-Bntish move- 
nicni or wdfh any anti-Oovenimcml movement there. 

Sardar Sant Singh (Wist Punjah: Sikli): Evi ii if tin* Government 
ai*r imreasiuiahle ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: It is all a legal quibble. n:\ dear 
friend. I can give }Ou a rejdy. 

Mr. President (The Honourahlo Sir Ibrahim Piahimtoola) ; The 
Hononralde. Meml)er has g(d into tlu* habit of a.ddivs>ing individual 
McniberH. He must address the C'hair. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: Y<ui a’low other Honourable 
Meml)ors to break tlie rul<\ When they break it, 1 havt* :i]-.o to d > the 
same. 


Mr. President: 'Phe Honourable Member should alwcivs address the 
Chair. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: With due respeet I shall o'oey. I 
saying that w^e, in the X. W. F. P., are doing very great service to 
safety of the Indian huiipire. If the peojde there had liked to join they 
Would have joined the indept'n(h»nt tribes whole-heart edlv with anv move- 
that W'as anti-Gov(‘rnment or anti-British. Then you w'ouM have 
lakhs and lakhs of Indian money, rightly or wrongly, poured into the 
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N. W. F. P and also thousands and thousands of soldiers rushed hoin 
every Cantonment of India for the safety of India. You would have 
found thousands of people killed theie. 1 was in J^ondon last year and 
I was thankful, along with many other friends, that the King of Afghanis- 
tan was just and neutral towards us. When there was the Congress 
movement launelied all over the province and when the organizers of the 
movement were trying their best to obtain recruits to their movement, 
there was no response from the people. On that occasion if the King of 
Afghanistan, or some independent tribes, had shown the slightest fctivity 
against you, it would have been found that munitions and soldiers would 
have been brought in there from many places making these camps big like 
Delhi. It was on acecumt of the wise policy of the I^ritish Government 
in spending lots of money there as to make the people there friendly and 
loyal to the British rule, it was on aeeount of this policy that the people 
are of peace-loving habits. You should never say for a moment that 
money is wasted there or that money is spent recklessly. 

An Honourable Member: What about Ordinances? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: If it is not iiTclevant, I am ready to 
reply to any question my dear friend. 

Mr, President: The Honoural)lo Member should address the Chair. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : Sir, if L may give a reply, with 
your permission, to my Honourable friend, I will say about the Ordinances, 
that they are the very things we want. By these Ordinances, the Govern- 
ment have averted a lot of trouble to the public from the Congress, which 
has been conducting a lot of harmful propaganda against the Goveminent 
there. We could not control the people there, I mean the riff-raff, l)ut not 
the gentlemen there. I do not rare to discuss tliat question at any 
further length, hut f (ome now to the question of the subvention. Having 
full regard to the interests of retrenchment, the Honourable the Finance 
Member has given us only this amount. It is much less than wliat the 
Committee recommended. However T am thankful to Goveniin^mt for 
this subvention and T will he thankful to the. House* if they grant this 
subvention without division and without further critieism. 

The Assembly then adj(nirned for Lunch rill Twenty Fiv(' Minutes fo 
Three of the Clock. 


The Assornhly re-assemhled after Lunch at Twenty Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. N. Misra (Orissa Division: Non-Muhnmmadan) : Sir, with re- 
gard to this controversy, T have to say a few words. ■Much has been sai 
about tVie subvention to the North-West Frontier Province find ahou 
Orissa. I am rot speaking in a spirit of envy because the Frontier Province 
got it, but in a different, spirit. Probably, Sir, you know* the custom 
Indian dinners rif Bifojaaasahha, where you don’t ask for the food yoiirse 
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directly, but you ask that it should be brought to your neighbour-guest so- 
that you may be served. That is the spirit in which I speak now and not 
in a spirit of opposition be.cause a subvention has been given to the North- 
West Frontier Province, Much has been said about that province. It has 
been said that that province protects India from foreign invasion. Sir, 
our own memory is very treacherous and it is our greatest enemy. It may 
not be known to all that my province of Orissa is the Middle Eastern 
Frontku’ Province. Pefore Christ, about 200 R. C., it was King Kharabela 
and King Tlaktabahu of Orissa that saved our country, India, when there 
was an Ionian invasion from the seaside, and prevented them from entering 
the country. Sir, I tliink I can claim with greater force that If there is a 
IVontier Province which has saved India from foreign invasion it is my 
province of Orissa, which prevented tlie entry of foreigners through the sea. 

^ly Honourabh* fricaid Mr. Yainin Khan spoke of the North-West Frontier 
]’r()vine(‘ as the guardian angel and all that. The fact remains that all the 
IMnhainmadan invasions and other invasions were made through that 
(country, whiclj allmwed invaders to come in from that side. But it is my 
province* whicli prot(*cted India from all the invasions and attacks from 
tlie s(‘aside. F.ven very recently during the Oerman War the German 
battleship “Eniden’' eame and shelled Madras and when it came to Puri 
it was stopped. Of course peoph* wlio are superstitious say that it was the 
Lord Jagannath who is not the god of any single province or community, 
but the Lord of the Cniverst*, that stopped it, but the fact remains that 
its further progress was stopped near the Ihiri coast. So even very recently 
foreign invasion was prevent<*d. Therefore T say that Orissa should be 
treated as a frontier province. — the Middle Eastern Frontier as I call it. 

It is that provin<*o which requires protection, but the attention wdiich has 
hreu paid to that pnnu’nco is w(‘ll-known to all. Sir, the Government 
deserve our thanks for they have appointed a Committee for the formation , 
of a province. But, Sir. they have done it in a very half-hearted manner. 
Sir, mark the wording of the reference to th(‘ Committee, ‘‘If an Oriya 
Province is to l)e fornied what will bp the boundaries of the province and 
wind will Yhi its effect on other provinces". Sir, mark that small word “If". 

If the (lovernment have not after 80 years of struggle decided to have a 
province, what- is tlip use of finding out all this alx)ut boundaries and so 
on Was it done in tin* ease of the formation of the Provinces of Bihar 
and Orissa and Sind, etc.? This is a stepmotherlv treatment to Orissa 
and shows that Governinent have ,appointed this Committee w'ith great 
reluctance as a show. Sir, if tlu'v have not made up their mind whv have 
they brought a man from 0.000 miles away as a member, and one gentle- 
man from Assam, and a millionaire from Bombay? \Nrhen thev have to 
make a province, they slioiild do it w^ell, not- in this half-hearted manner, 
^ay definitely without ‘"If**. 

Mr. President: Order, order. Tlie Honourable Member is speaking on 
the Foreign and Political Department and he is hardly in order in discus- 
sing the formation of the Orissa Province. 

Mr. B. H. Misra: Sir. T am talking of the middle Eastern frontier and 
it deserves attention. The other day His Excellency the Viceroy in 
addressing us spoke as follows ; 

** The course suggested is the grant of a Contral subvention t o the North-1^ est Front ier 
"Province. The need for such a subvention and its probable amount are under inquiry 
by my Government. It is our intention to consult the Indian Legislature when tlie details 
have been worked out.” 
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Sir, 1 am speaking about the Government’s attitude. His Excellency 
did not speak a word about Orissa, and the Foreign and Political Depart- 
ment have not treated the case of Orissa with as much attention as they 
should have done. I think when my turn comes, I shall speak about that 
also; but I sfiy they have not paid as much attention to the middle Eastern 
frontier, though they have paid a great deal of attention to the North- 
West Frontier. T think the middle Eastern frontier deserves more atten- 
tion from other parts of India and other parts of India must remember 
that my province has done more than the North-West Frontier has ever 
done. I began by saying that memory is treacherous; the past is always 
forgotten; past gratitude for benefit received is always forgotten; people 
deal with the present; but T hope my friends will remember when the 
claim of Orissa is pressed. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: I accept the closure. The question is that the ques- 
tion be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir. I do not intend to trespass 
very long on the time of the House in dealing with what has passed in this 
debate. You, Sir, according to this House a very full latitude, have in fact 
allowed the question of the subvention to the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince to be somewhat fully discussed on this vote of 7 lakhs for the Foreign 
and Political Department. We on these Benches really welcomed the 
line which you allowed the House to take; but I must crave a certain 
amount of indulgence from the House in that 1 had not myself expected 
that this question would be fully debated this morning and that my oppor- 
tunities for collecting my papers in the luncheon interval were interrupted 
by other and more pleasurable occupations. I trust the House will take 
that as some explanation of my not dealing very fully with this subject. 
In any case I think it would have been difficult to attempt any full exposi- 
tion now. In the first place I w’ould like to congratulate my Honourable 
friend Mr. Das on the success which he has in the final end achieved in 
getting this subject discussed. I understand my honourable friend had 
perhaps a double motive in moving as be did in this matter, and 
I ihink I can sympathise with him in both sides of that motive. In the 
'first place, I think he wished io ensure that a matter of great public in- 
terest should he brought before the House for discussion. In tlio second 
place, he desired somehow or other — T am not quite sure by what exact, 
lines — but T feel sure ho desired somehow or other — to peg out a position 
which would in future be favourable to his own beloved province of Orissa. 

I am sure we all of us sympathise with the Honourable gentleman and 
with the Honourable Member who has just spoken in their affection for 
their motherland ; and if they can benefit that part of India without casting 
an unduly heavy burden on the rest of India, I am sure we should all 
welcome their success. 

I think the House has already had put before it a full ace/>unt of 
attitude wh ch the Government have taken in this matter, and I feel flin*c 
that all Honourable Members are satisfied that it was our earnest desire to 
give the House an opportunity for discussing this very important question. 

We did consider very carefully how it could best be brought up ; and whethef 



THE OENBRAL BUDGET — ^LIST OF DEMANDS. 23l3 

we were right or whether my Honourable friend Mr. Das is right, I hope 
he will accept it from rne that, after very careful consideration, we felt 
that the proper and logical way of bringing up this question was in connec- 
tion with the Demands for grants; and that if we offered to the House suffi- 
cient time for the discussion of the Demands for grants, it ought to be 
possible with goodwill on every side, and with a business like use of time, 
to arrange for a really thorough debate on the whole subject. We have 
certainly done our best; and if the debate has not been such as to satisfy 
everybody, no Members in this House regret it more than we do. 

I was very inten.'sted in the speech that was made late in this debate 
by my honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury. He had obviously 
gone very carefully into the financial aspect of this question and had 
arrived at the conclusion that in all the circumstances the subvention 
which we arc proposing now is not arlequatc to meet the needs 
of the situation. I have already dealt ‘with that question in my Budget 
speech ; and I am sure that the House will appreciate what I then explained, 
namely, the very great difhculty in which we were placed in fixing a sub- 
vention just now. On the one hand we certainly wanted to give the new 
province r fair start. On the other we could not ignore our obligations to 
.the rest of India; and it would have been impossible to justify starting a 
province off with a subvention under the present economic conditions, 
which would have left them in a position to undertake expenditure on a 
scale which the rest of India had had to <leny themselves. Therefore w'e 
■had to go very carc'fully into the wholt* (picstion, and without now attemp- 
ting to go into the details T would inform the House that there were 
full discussions between the Finance Department and the Foreign and 
Political Department and representatives from the North-West Frontier. 
And I think that it was recognised that in all the* circumstances the subven- 
tion which we. now propose w'as reasonable and fair. It is very difficult 
to say what the future is (?oing to be and how it is going to develop. I 
can only say this, tha-t- if the Heuse listened with appreciation to what fell 
from Mr. Abdul Afatin Chaudhuri, I hope that, if the Goveniment should 
rit any time consider that the subvention was inadequate, the House would 
lo^^k at the matter as svnipathotieally as my honourable friend who spoke 
on that subject. T caTjn<d. say more upon that now. 

There is just one small point which T would like to clear up in this 
connection, because inadvertently T think I gave information, which was 
not in everv detail accurate, to my honourable friend the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party w’hen ho asked me what was exactly the additional expen- 
diture this year. T gave him the figure of 25 lakhs and T told him that that 
was arrived at in this way: that we had in considering the Norfh-West 
Fronfier Budget cut down the not amount lliat W’as required to 07| lakhs; 
nnd then wo decided in order to give them some little margin to play with 
to make it up to a round sum of 100 lakhs and so wre had added 2?- lakhs. 
Pnt T did not make clear that before arriving at the sum of 07| lakhs, we 
and actually included in the estlmat-os of expenditure, tw’o items which are 
now items, which wmiild not have been included if this new constitutional 
arrangement had not been proposed. One of these iteins is 2| lakhs for the 
administrative machinery, the Lo.gislative Council and all that sort of 
*”’ng, and the other is one lakh for new Piihlie Works staff; because it Is 
proposed that two extra civil divisions should be created and the Public 
^orks service should be taken over by the province from the military 



LSOISLATIVS ASSEMBLY. 


[IdTH Mar. 1982. 


2314 

[Sir (jeorge Schuster.] 

engineering services. That in a sense does not represent extra expenditure^ 
because in the normal way the military engineering service would have 
been paid establishment charges on account of the work they undertake; 
but actually in the forthcoming year new works will be so restricted that to 
some extent one can say that one lakh expenditure might not have been 
put on to the North-West Frontier Province Budget unless that change had 
taken place. So really the sum and substance of the matter is this, that we 
have added lakhs as a margin, and we have included two new items, one 
of one lakh and one of lakhs to meet new needs. The total therefore that 
we have added to what would otherwise have been budgetted for if the pro- 
vince had remained directly under the Central administration^ is thei total of 

plus 1, plus 2^ lakhs, that is to say, a total of lakhs. That is exactly the 
position, but I would remind the House that tliose 6 lakhs are added to a 
very seveivly reduced Budget, as we have cut down tlie Budget provision 
in proportion to what has been done in the rest of the field which is admi- 
nistered by the Government of India. 

I think the House will not require anytliing further from me on this 
subject. I would merely repeat tliat on a subject of very great difficulty 
we have tried to keep the balance fair between the interests of India 
and the interests of the new province, and that we liave tried to give the 
House an opportunity to discuss the matter. Indeed I feel that after what 
has happened today, perhaps Honourable ^leinbers, at any rate those who 
are here, will feel satisfied that the issues have been ventilated and that 
their main purpose has been served. 

Mr. President: The question which T have now to put is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Ks. 7,74,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Foreign and Political Department 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 32 — Home Depaktme.vt. 

Hie Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

•‘That a sum nort exceeding Rs. 5,48,000 be granted to the Governor Geneinl in 
Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during tlie year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Home Department *.*' 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, instead of 
moving my amendment, T propose to oppose the Demand as a whole. 

Mr. President: Then you are not moving your amendment?* 

Sirdar Hsrbans Singh Brar: No, Sir. I oppo.se the grant for the Home 
Department on account of the unsatisfactory manner in which they have 
carried out the administration of the Ordinances and for pursuing a policy 
of ruthless repression throughout the countrj-. Everyday early in the 
morning one can see on the first page of the newspapers headlines such 
as “Lathi blows here, dispersal of processions there, maltreatment of ladies 
and things of that kind. Not a single day passes without such sensational 
and sickening news, and this is all due to the very bad administration 
the Government. In the jails political prisoners are badly treated. At 

* “ That tho Dorritttui under the head ‘ Home Department ’ be reduced by Rs. 86,000. 
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Mooltan jail particularly, we have seen from the papers, that political 
prisoners were placed alongside of prisoners suffering from tuberculosis, and 
in spite of protests on this score, political prisoners are still sent to Mooltan 
jail. How detrimental such an association will be to the health of political 
prisoners, will be clear from the news sent by the correspondent of the 
Tribune and published in its issue of the 5th March : 

•‘Tubercular patients in Multan Jail. 

Danger to political prisoners. 

T. B. cases should be segregated. 

In the Now Central Jail, Multan, there are a largo number of ordinary' prisoners 
suffering from tuborculosis. This is a great danger to A and B class political prisoners 
and State prisoners v/ho are in that jail and who are putting up in the neighbouring 
barracks. The political prisoners, it is reported, have rnado a request that prisoners 
suffering from the above disease should be transferred from that jail. 

Besides the Multan Municipality considers the presence of such a largo number of 
such patients so near the city as a danger to the public health of the town, especially in 
view of the fact that the death rate from this disease in Multan is already alarming. At a 
meeting held on the 29th February, it passed a resolution asking the Punjab Government 
to kindly see that tuberculosis patients are removed from this jail. 

It is hoped that higher authorities will take immediate action in the mgtter and order 
the transfer of all patients suffering from this disease from the Multan jail. In the interest 
of prisoners suffering from consumption as well as in the interest of otlicr prisoners it is 
necessary that T. B. cases should be segregated and kept in a separate jail.'* 

''I'lu' prisoners have also made a representation separately com])laining 
about their being grouped together with prisoners suffering from tuberculosis, 
and 1 do not wish to dwell at length on what we read iliis morning in 
the ])a]a.‘rs about the fondble transfer of lady prisoners from Delhi, because 
it will come under a motion for adjournment next week, but the news: 
was very d(»pressing indeed and showed in what savage manner even the- 
lady political prisoners, highly respectable. A class lady prisoners, are dealt 
with by the police. 

Now. I ('ome to other happening more or less of the same kind. In 
^ladras we have hc'ard of Dr. Paton. and even the Secretary’ of Stale has 
oxpn sstid regret over the incident, but we have never heard any regret 
expressed eitlier hy tile Madras Government or by the Government (ff India 
Gandhi had been pla(‘ed in C class, now altered into A class, similarlv 
Mrs. Shyamlal Nehru, wife of an e.r-M. D. A. and a relation of Pandit 
Motilal Nehni is also treated in the same way. {An fJotionrahlc Menihrr : 
‘'Mrs. Jamnalal "Rajai.**) And here T anr reminded by an TIonomahle [Mem- 
ber that Mrs. Jamnalal Bajaj is also similarly treated. Sir. if this i.s t]:e 
Way in whi(*h th(' Government of India are carrying out the administratit'ii 
of the Ordinances, ordering lathi charges and opening five almost every 
day at one place or the other, if this is to be called mo<b^raf ion and 
I’estraint, then T do not know what they will do when they give up that 
moderation and adopt really extreme measures. The next step will he to 
J’csort to artillery and machine guns. T hope that such a thing will not 
happen. Not only in carrying out the administration of tlie Ordinancx's, 

3pm mentality of the Alagistracy and the ])o]ice has undergone 

a great change, but even in other spheres of life a feelin^ of 
hatred is shown by those in authority. An incident recently took place 
1? place which T represent but where T do not any longer live, T mean 
( ^^I'ozepore. There was a meeting of the District Board at which the 
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Deputy Commissioner who is the official Chairman was present and the 
meeting was held on the 6th of January. We carried a proposal as 4 
measure of retrenchment and decided to dispense with the services of all 
persons who have served 25 years or are over 55 years. We did not mean 
to apply the rule to any particular individual, but it was intended to apply 
to all persons who were above 55 years of age, though among them was a 
favourite of the Deputy Commissioner. We have an official Chairman 
In Punjab we have not the privilege of having even an elected Chaimnan 
of the District Board even though local self-government has been a trans- 
ferred subject for the last 12 years. That motion was carried. "I'ho 
Deputy Commissioner did not take any objection. But on the Oth evening 
•or the 7th morning we saw promulgation of the Ordinances. The next 
meeting was held on the 6th Febriiar}^ and the Deputy Commissioner, 
without any previous notice to the Members and on that ver\ day when 
we entered the hall at 11 o'clock, put on the Agenda Papi'r a resolutiop. 
rescinding our resolution of the 6th January. That was the mentality 
■brought about by the Ordinances. Next to me was sitting n member of 
the Punjab Council, an advocate of long standing, the Vice-President /‘f 
the District Board, but a nominated member. T was sitting next to liiiu 
and the Deputy Commissioner was near him. The Deputy Commissioner 
told him, '*1 ask you to support this resolution and vote for it*'. He 
asked, "Why? Is it an order?". In the hearing of everybody in ihe 
District Board hall, he said, "T order you as a nominated member to support 
and vote for this resolution". That is the way in whieh 11h‘ magistr;!i v 
change w-ith the issue of the Ordinances by the Government. On Ihe 
previous occasion we discussed the matter at great length, and we caiTi« d 
the motion by an oven^^helming majority — out of 40 members we carried 
it by a majority of 13 or 14. At that time he was <|uiet and did not do 
■anything. That is the way in which the magistrates change with the issue 
of these Ordinances. In the jails in the winter of January and February, 
they had just a barbed wire compound, and tents which the military con- 
sidered unfit for further use were pitched there, and the political prisoner 
were put in there with one blanket on. T myself wont to the jail, tlie 
Superintendent was there, the Magistrate too, and the Public Prosecutor 
who w^as coming there to a case in the jail. There the prisoners said, "Sir, 
we get only two chappaties r, day which are not sufficient, and the food 
is not good Those arc the complaints of people who are in the jads 
which are administered by the Home Department here and the Home 
Departments in the provinces. Even though they are administered by ibc 
provinces, the ultimate responsibility is hero, as jails arc still r. n^served 
subject. Even Lord Lothian said in the House of Lords that repression 
is no remedy. Political discontent needs political cure, but tbc noh-r 
Lord's agents in the Government of India appear to think otherwise. V'- 
only that, even Mr. Bamsay MacDonald has said the same thing, but li* 
not only do they consider repression a remedy, but the adminisfraiinn 01 
that repression goes bevond the limits of any civilised humane treatnicut. 

A few days ago we had continuously lathi charges in the Chandnl Chown 
I mvsclf. like my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, happened 
visit those places. The policemen with regulation lathh fell 
crowed like v\iUurc<;. They even came on the other side of the Clock Towc" 
though people w^re eolleoted only in the compound of the Municipal Hal*- 
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It appeared to a disinterested spectator that the police had almost run 
amuck, but the Home Member protested in this House that they are doing 
these things with the utmost moderation and restraint and that the mini- 
mum of force was being used. But people go to the hospitals with s(*riou8 
injuries inflicted upon them by the lathi blows dealt by these policemen-. 

If more bamboo pulp is used for paper, E think the Oovernm(»nt of India 
may be at a loss to get lathin enough iti India to beat the Congressmen 
with; they may have to import them, because bamboo will be very much 
in demaml for paper. (E^anghter.) Sir, ^Er. Ejloyd George also has laid 
down that the wishes of the inhabitants must he the supreme considt*ration. 
'Fhat applied even to countries like Africa. But here when we want self- 
determination, wc are considered as agitators; we are considered as break- 
ing law and order, and we are treated as rebels and I'eaten with /aifc* 
blows. Is that the way in which the Government, which claims to have 
(•nme to India for giving law and order and to bring us to a realisation of 
self-government, should behave? I am at a loss t(j \mderstand why that 
should he the treatim^nt meted out to a constitutional movement like the 
one whi(‘h the Congress has launched. How can wo, on these sides, at all, 
having come here as the representatives of the people, he jiarties tr) voting • 
piijiplics to a Government 

Mr. President: Will the Honom'ahle Member speak a little louder? 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Y(‘s, Sir. This momiug wc lieard from 
the gallant ^^emb‘‘r from tlu‘ Xorth-West Frontier Province that lh(‘ ]>eopK» 
of that province like the Ordinance's and that ihev are welcome l«^ them. 

iln Honourable Member: It. is his personal opinion. 

iMaJor Kawab Alimad Hawaz Khan: E said for law and order. 

Sirdar 'Harbans Bing^ Brar: Not mam da\.s ago we heard from an 
equally important authority, I mean Maiilvi Muhammad Shafee Da^HKli, 
one of tlu' lc*aders of the Muhammadan community .... {An Honourable 
Meinber: '‘He is not."') Nobody can deny it. {A few Honourable Mem* 
hrrn'. “Wp deny it.”) Sir, he went to the North-West Frontier Provinca 
at tlic invitation of His Kxeellency's Government and made enquiries into 
tht‘ administration of tlie Gnlinances. What he said is in complete contra- 
diction of what the noble Nawab from that part of the cotinU'v has said. 
Manlvi Muhammad Shafee Haoodi said : 

“ t came (io>3o to aomo young nioii and E found that they had a much inoro sorrowful 
fitory to toll. They .sai<l : 

‘You have come at the right niomont. We are stripped naked, Ix^aten, practically 
tosuch a degree that we are not able to move about, and then we are put in ookl water’." 

That is the way the ])eO])le have described the administration of the 
Ordinances and how they welcome it and I ha<l it on the authority of Sir 
Ahdiil Qaiyum that the younger generation in the Frontier d<^ not like it. 
"file noble Nawab may have weh'omed it, but he has no authority to speak 
^ the people rvf the Frontier as a whole. {Major Nawab Ahaiad Nawaz 
Khan: "The majority welcome it.") Goveniment must realise that ih^ 
People who were considered the stand-by of the Government, their families 
tavo now joined the movement and have gone to jail. That should be an 
‘".'f'-opencr to the Oovemmont. that the movement is not rostrieted to that 
great, organisation known as the Congress. Fjven persons outside It 
: Juio were considered the stalwarts of the Govj'rnment, the momber.s of 
families have gone to jail. As I see from the papers, a daiighter-in- 
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law of the late Sir Ganga Kam has gone to jail The son of my friend 
Mr. Bhagat Bain Puri, M.L.A., has gone to jail as dictator of the Lahort 
Congress. When people like this join hands with the Congress to demanc 
from the Government the right of self-determination, the right to havt 
their own Government, then Government should realise that the move 
ment is widespread and has been carried to every homestead throughouj 
the length and breadth of the country. If the C. I. D. is efficient, ther 
they can find that even Government servants who are the agents of th» 
Government and who draw heavy salaries from the Indian exchequer are 
dissatisfied with the way in which the administration of the Ordinance' 
is carried out. As mv friend Mr. G. P. Singli pointed out, two cr 
M. L. A.s Mr. Nilkantha Das and G.. C. Nag, liave gone to jail and thf 
treatment meted out to them is very bad. ilany of them are in C class. 
The Zutshi sisters of Lahore, the daughters of an Advocate of Allahabad, whr 
are all graduates and one of them was a professor in Government College 
have been vci*}- badly treated and have been put in the C class. If ibis is 
.the method in which Government are going to conduct the administr.ition 
by treating badly the future mothers of the persons who will hold the 
of administration, it is a very sad picture of the civilization which thm 
have brought out to this country. The British Government and their sub- 
agents, the Indian Government, have never learnt by experience. Tln ' 
tried to carry out the same policy in America, in Ireland, in Eg\|»: 
and they did not succeed. We have the example of America, and Trelainl. 
and T think India- will not be long in repeating the same experiment, nn.; 
it is only when the people also resort to force that the Government wil: 
surrender power. Their statesmanship and experience ought to have tandit 
them that what did not succeed in the past is not likely to succeefl in 
future. They cannot suppress a nation of millions of people by op]))** - 
sion. The movement may quiet down for a month, two months, a couple 
of yoar.s, but they cannot crush the spirit which is engendered in rv. r' 
man and woman in ihe country that they must he masters of thrir 
destinies and of their own country. Even the great Lord Morley. fo 
we owe the first reforms, said that moral and intellectual condificais :ire 
not fhe onlv motive force in a community, nor are they even tlic inn-r 
decisive, political and material conditions set the limit at which s])een]nt:on 
can do eitlicr good or harm. Government know tliat they have hroiiL'ht n- 
to a condition of things which has reached that limit. Tlioy have hroujiit 
ns to the limit, and they must note that the present state of thinc'^ cor. 
only do ha7‘Tn and no good. It is advisable for them, oven now, 
two montlis have passed since the inauguration of the present policy, 
retrace their steps, and to come again to the old realitv of things wluVIi 
they realized last year this xory month when they announced to u< thoi 
the method of negotiation and conciliation was the best 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair, which was taken i'} 
?)ir TTari Singh Goiir.) 

T wish, Sir. that, like last year, they would oven now retrace their 
and "ive ui) ruling bv Ordinances, give up the maltreatment metcfl ant 
to the, h^st sons of the land w^ho have gone intm tlio jails, and di>=ea*^^ 
at what is an oval rather than round table with the real representnth'^^ 
of the people nil combined, liberals, nationalists and the represent 
of that great and mighty organization, which commands the 
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backing, I say, throughout the length and breadth of India, the Congress, 
and whose soles delegate is known to everybody as the most peace-loving 
man on the face of this glob© (Hear, hear), and whose honesty and desire 
for peace is not doubted by even his bitterest opponents. Sir, he is, as 
was so truly said by that great Empire statesman. General Smuts, whom 
the Commonwealth of British nations have come to recognize as one of the 
i^nratest statesmen of the British Empire, he is the only man in India who 
can deliver the goods. Sir, even General Smuts said that it is Mahatma 
Gandhi and he alone who can deliver the goods on behalf of India. (Mr. 
J\. Ahmed : “What about the Hindu Maliasabha?**) And, Sir. General 
Smuts said this from personal experience of his, because he had to deal 
with the same Mahatma in another field in earlier days. He knew the 
lunn about whom he was speaking; and the British Government even have 
set apart that good, that noble, that useful advice given by him for re- 
tracing their steps and (coming to grips with the realities of the situation 
;ia(l meeting together and evolving a formula for the solution of the problein 
Hc]u*ession, Sir, has not succeeded in any country. Spain and Greece tried 
ifc and failed; Portugal tried it and has not succeeded. It was tried in 
In land and it failed. Here this is being tried. T say the Government will 
have to retraeo their steps, and T am sure that the time will not be long, 
fliough at this moment wo arc not likely to meet with any response in 
tills direction from the Honourable tht‘ Home ^lember — when the Oovem- 
iiK'nt will have to retrac^e their steps, when. T .say, the methods of nego 
tiation and conversation will again have to bo followed. If so, why delay 
the agony? Why not come at once to the issue before the countTr\7 find 
all meet together and deliberate the supreme issue and give up the rule 
by Ordinances and abandon this ruthless policy which nobody can possibly 
like? S'ir, the attitude of <he Government of India appears to me to be 
'iicli ns can be put in on(‘ sentence: 

Invention is exhausted, reason is fatigued, experience has given iudg- 
incnt, hut obstinacy is not yet conquered. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency Division: X(Ui-Muliaininadan 
hural) : Sir I rise to join my Honourable friend, Sirdar IIilrban^ Singh 
l‘nir, ill opposing the entire Demand in respeet of the Home Department, 

' ll account of its utter failure to i)rescrve law and order iu the country by 
ibcir mishandling the present political situation. Sir, the present policy of 
<7(>vornmont is oiu' of wilful and uiiallo 3 *ed repression, while true states- 
inarisbip, as followed by men like Lord Irwin, demanded it otherwise. Sir, 
u is nil undeniable fact that at present we are being ruled not by ordinary 
laws but by Ordinances — Ordinance after Ordinance, one Ordinance foliow- 
ecl by another Ordinance ad infinitum and ad naus^^um. T confess that I 
k^ilctl to keep pace with them, and after closely studying only a few^ of 
J subject in despair and in disgust. Sir, from 

^be point of view of political emancipation, I do not grudge this repressive 
policy of Government, because that wdll only act as a hastening 
for the purpose of political emancipation. But what T do object to 
that by their repressive policy, Government have made the country quite 
tl f living in, at least for peace-loving citizens. Sir, the only thing 
remains to be done by Government is to amend that section of the 
^>ovomment of India Act, which confers on the Members of the Legisla- 
little right and privilege to enter into a fruitless discussion of 
® Government's policy on particular days and withiji a particular arena'. 
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Sir,, what has been the effect of these Ordinances? My life is not my own, 
my property is not my own. My property is being snatched away, my 
bank deposits are being snatched away. As to personal safety, the less 
said, the better. (Hear, hear.) The newspapers are teeming with innumer- 
able instances, and I am npt going to cite one or two out of inhumerabU' 
cases, and thus to minimise the gravity and the seriousness of the situa- 
tion. Sir, not to speak of men, even women are being roughly li and led. 
Even women in an advanced state of pregnancy are not being spared. It 
w\as only three or four, days ago that we came across a newspaper account 
that a woman inuned Dhana Lakshmi gave birth to a child in prison. 
This birth in prison reminds us of a similar birth in prison about O.iHK) 
years ago in Muttra which delivered the country from the tyranny i)r(* 
vailing .there at that time. Sir, is there any Indian who has not been 
directly or indirectly affected by these inhuman atrocities, and with our 
nearest and dearest ones thrown into prison with their limbs maimed and 
injured, do Government expect that wo can co-operate with them like good 
boys for long? Sir, in the matter of repression the present Government 
have beaten all previous records. We are believers in the Puranas. In 
the Puranas we have read the story of Jarasandha who threw into prison 
hundreds of chiefs who ventured to open their lips against his tyranny. 
We have also read the story of Kamsa who, apprehensive of danger from 
all quarters, like the present Government, ordered a massacre of innocenls. 
We have also read the story of Ravana and the stories of Shiimbha and 
Nishuinhlia who committed outrages on women. Needless to add that tlie\ 
were destroyed by the divine hand in due course. Sir. each of these had 
only one charge against him, but the present Government have to their 
credit all the three charges combined together. And what has been the 
result? They have to face opposition even from unexpected quarters. 
While speaking on the Press Bill during the last Simla session, T charged 
the Government that they have spoilt and misled our young men. T am 
noAv here to say that they have exasperated our young women also. T 
am altriosi prepared to say that they have spoilt our young women. Sir. 
young Hindu girls with revolvers in their hands are shooting human beings 
(^fr. K. Ahmed: “Wliose fault was that?*') Tliat is the fault of the 
present repressive policy of Government. My friend, Mr. K. .Mimed, witli 
his characteristic levity, which is no respecter of occasions, has com’ 
forward to interrupt me and T prefer to let him alone. Sir, who will h»‘ 
fhe worst sufferei’s from this sort of tyranny? Tt is not the British peopl‘d 
but the people of this country who will he the sufferers. The Britishers 
may at most be compelled to shift to another part of the globe but tla’ 
culture and training which will be left by them will go on disturbing thi^ 
peace of the country for centuries to come. Sir, my reference to thp 
Ordinances may be interpreted to mean that we enjoyed much happi^^’’ 
days before the promulgation of the Ordinances. Not a bit of it. Tn this 
connection T shall read out a few lines from the report that was publishoa 
in the lAherty of Calcutta on the 8th October 1981 regarding the treatmen^ 
of the Police towards three schools in the district of Chittagong. Thi.s ^ 
the report submitted by the Secretary. Raroatrdi H. E. School, to tif> 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal : 

••At 10-30 A.K., on the 3l«t day of August, 193lt a large posse of Gurkhas led 
EuroP^A officers entered the school premises and beat mercilessly right and lew 
etudewt* of classes III to X, after barricading the compound, even the staff we 
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having their due share of the bayonet and baton wounds. The boys fled from 
room to room in panic and then from inside to outside and then again, from out to in 
iitill under imssure of constant beating, till finally most of them were kicked out and baok 
^ainlueked in. ^ In this confusion, we were only silent onlookers. When the boys ran 
into Heodii^ster s room terror-stricken, he could scarcely afford any protection to any. 
A great majority ^of them had had their clothes taken off, their shorts torn to pieces, some 
in the melM ruling hither and thither stark-naked, their books and umbrellas and every- 
thing else left behind. The school house is now deserted by the boys and perhaps we 
wont be ^le to run the school for some days. Some deadly hurt on the head were 
profusely bleeding, drops of blood yet staining the floors of the school house. 

It is a pity that this indiscriminate beating went on in spite of our producing three 
boys on demand by the officers. All tho books were then scattered away, shutters, glass 
panes and many furniture, were badly damaged.” 

Now, with regard to another school, Itahatali School, a similar report 
goes on. 1 shall quote only a few sentences from it : 

” The military officers then went to the classes X, IX, and VIII and asked the Assis*^ 
tant Headmaster to explain to the classes that they had come, under the orders of the 
Government, to punish the boys for taking part in the Ram Krishna-day demonstration- 
These being explained to the boys, the military then entered the class-rooms and flogged 
all the Hindu boys indiscriminately. Some of the boys were bleeding profusely and two 
or three boys fell senseless on the floor.’* 

bir, in their hurry and excitement they lost all sense of decency and 
reusonubleness, because the report goes on to say : 

llioy also struck some Muhammadan boys on the heads along with them. The 
Assistant Headmaster then sent for the doctor and arranged for first aid to the injured 
after which several gentlemen of the loc*ality and members of the Managing Committee, 
came and witnessed the horrible sight.” 

There is also another report to the same effect but I am not going to 
takr the time of the House by quoting from it. 

Sir, I asked a question on the floor of the House on this subject and 
the Honourable the Home Member came forward with the reply that the 
enquiry was not yet completed. 1, think it will never be completed. Com- 
ineiiis are superfluous. 'Ihis is the brilliant record that the Home Depart- 
ment has got behind it and with this record they have come forward to- 
aslv th(' House to vote for a grant for that Department. I propose that the 
grant be refused. 


Iffr. N. B. OunJ&l (iloinba> Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
i^iural) : iMade a speech in Marathi, a translation of which will he found later 
as an appendix to these proceedings. 


XT RMaakrishna Reddl (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 

dn-Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, it may bo asked, what has this policy of 
fk” mishandling the present political situation in the country by 
0 Yovornment got to do with the Demand for grant for the Home De- 
partment.^ I shall submit that it has got oven* relationship with it. I 
would request the House just to look back to' the second Round Table 
onference. In the midst of this Conference there happened to be a 
o? England, and we all know that the Conservatives were 

flf ^ u T ® thumping majority. Then we suspected that 

whole policy 6f the Govenimetit in India might change and our suspicion 
into alarm whdn saw that it was not Mr. Benn but Sir Samuel 
^re who became Secretary of State for India. We know that Sir Samuel 
are s a mei^hant prince and is entirely in the handg of the Ijancaahire? 
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people. We know that Lancashire trade has suffered enormously from 
this boycott movemeut, and so we on this side think that the whole re- 
pressive policy of the Government pursued at present after the second 
Bound Table Conference was entirely dictated by the Great Moghul in 
England. Now, Sir, what was the state of affairs in India when Mahatma 
Gan^i returned from the Conference? At the Bound Table 
Conference Mahatma Gandhi, who was the sole representative 
of the Congress, was now and then giving expression to his opinion that 
it was! nob possible to get any substantial reforms from the present Govern- 
ment in England and that he would be forced to revive the civil disobedience 
movement in India. Sir Samuel Hoare was not slow to tell his country 
that the Government of India was fully armed to meet any emergency 
that might arise in India after Mahatma Gandhi’s arrival if the movement 
»of civil disobedience was revived. Now, Sir, we shall see the condition 
of the country when Mahatma Gandhi returned. There was, it is alleged, 
a sort of no-tax campaign or rather preparations for a no-tax campaign 
going on in the United Provinces. It was also s.'iid that there was a red 
shirt movement in the North-West Frontier Province. If these are proved 
to be facts, llioy are^ to be considered as abnormal phenomena. I am not 
^it present dealing with these abnormal phenomena that took place in a 
particular province, nor am I speaking of the alleged or supposed terrorist 
movement that was existing in Bengal. All this Government have been 
armed with special powers to deal with. But I am speaking of the normal 
phenomena in which this movement was expressing itself in the country. 
Broadly speaking, the movement has been expressing itself in two or 
three activities, namely, peaceful boycotting of liquor shops, peaceful 
picketing of foreign cloth shops, and meetings held in furtherance of those 
objects. These arc the ordinary activities which the Congress people have 
been pursuing, and I submit there was ahsoluicly no justification ha* tli«'. 
promulgation of those Ordinances, one after another, in quick succession, 
to meet this so-called emergency. At the beginning of this session, the 
Government distributed to us volumes of printed matter justifying the 
action taken by the Government in promulgating these Ordinances in 
various provinces. In those volumes T find there are only a few lines, 
about three linos, devoted to the situation that was obtaining in the 
Presidency of Madras which in the opinion of the Government justified 
the promulgation of these Ordinances. T make no apology to the TToiiPe 
for reading those three lines in rxtenso because it is so short and distress- 
ingly sw^eet. These are the actual words: 

“ The Madras Government report that while Congress have worked contrary to the 
spirit of Delhi settlement, they have, generally speaking refrained from breaking the letter. 
In particular, they have not been so far ostensibly responsible for any rural agitation 
since the settlement, but individual Congress hotheads have spoken guardedly of a no-tax 
campaign in connection with the resettlement operations in progress in Kistna and 
Godavaries.” 

This is all the justification of the Government for promulgating these 
extraordinary measures in the Presidency of Madras. The Congress people 
have not gone into the rural parts; there was absolutely no Congress 
movement in niral parts; they have kept the letter of the Pact; but the 
emment say that some people have taken - it into their heads to spread 
4% sort of no-tax campaign in the Godavari and Kistna Deltas. I 
^explain in a few words what that sort of campaign is. During these days 
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of economic depression the Government of Madras enhanced the water 
rates in those deltaic areas by three or four times. Naturally the ryots 
and others affected by this enhancement made representations to the 
Government not to levy those abnormal taxes at this time, and some 
leaders also took up the cause of the ryots and they were holding meetings 
here and there and sending representations to Government. That is all 
that w^as taking place; Government simply gave the name of no-tax 
campaign to the movement. Just as one would give a bad name to a 
(log to liang it, so they gave the name of no-tax campaign to this movement 
in order to suppress and stifle the legitimate expression of grievances of 
the people; and we find that one of our ex-M. L. As. Mr. N. G. Eanga 
is ill jail on account of this. Government is least justified in the Madras 
Presidency in putting these Ordinances into force, and it is there that 
the Ordinances are \v('>rked with the greatest vigour. I am not speaking, 
at this late hour, about the every day occurrences of the lathi charges 
and breaking of skulls and other things, because everybody in this House 
is familiar with what is taking place in the country. But I shall refer 
«>iilv to a few glaring instances nf the way in which Government have been 
handling this situation. T will take one instance, the Swadeshi Exhibition 
in Madras. On Xmas eve there was a big Swadeshi Exhibition organised 
near the Congress House in Madras, and it was opened by one of the 
gr(‘atcst and most revered sons of India, Sir M. Visveswarayva ; and the 
Exhibition went on for some days. Just as it was about to be closed, about 
tin* loth January, — just one day previous to its closing, — the police under 
the orders of the Police Commissioner or some other like authority came 
and drove away the shopkeepers and others and bundled up all the goods 
and refused to deliver them. The veiy next day the Exhibition would 
hav(» closed automatically, but just one day earlier the Government took 
this high-handed action to put down the Khaddar movement. This clearly 
shows that the Ordinances arc not so much directed against suppressing 
any terrorist movement, but are really intended io suppress this boycott 
movement in order to help the Lancashire and fo^’eign trade, 

'riien c(')nii‘s tlu* case of Dr. Paton which has become a matter of 
history by this time. He is a Scotcli nobleman wbo has settled in this 
(iuntry and sacrificed cvcr\ thing and placed all his large property at the 
•^^ervice of this country. In a place called Tinippattur in the ^ladras Presi- 
driK'v, where I bad tlie ])lcasurc of visiting biin, lie has o]iened a big 
liospitnl, distributing medicim* free to all poor people, and he has also 
'Opened some agricultural farms just to encourage the local agricultural 
develoj)ment, and tliiis he has been devoting liiinsclf to this philanthropic 
Vv'ork. H(‘ happeiu*d to hear so many reports from Madras about the 
heating of the ])iek(‘tcrs by th(' police and breaking of beads, and so he 
Wanted to see wln^tber he could open a hospital at ^Madras to treat those 
persons wlio were receiving injuries under lathi charges. With that idea 
ne went to ^Madras, and while he was passing on the road he was beaten 
‘01(1 coloured water was turned upon him with a hose pipe and his clothes — 
'vhich bye the bye were Khaddar — were soiled. Government did not leave 
the niatt( 3 r at. that, but added insult to injury by framing certain charges 
jigainst liim, saying that ho had posted some people for picketing and that 

was lecturing about the boycott movement. These charges were quite 
imfounded and they were subsequently withdrawn, and we know the subse- 
quent conduct of the case, and even the Secretary of State the other day 
‘"id to admit it was a mistake of the Government 
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In spite of all that, the Government have not taken it into their mine 
to expres,s regret to the })erson himself. There is one more incident 
tvish to state, and that is the beating of Mr. Sambamurti. He is j 
revered iium of Andhra J^esa ; while he was attending a meeting abon 
» the beginning of this >ear, the police, without any provocation and wdthou 
serving any notice that the meeting was unlawful or any such thing, cam< 
and heal him till ho became unconscious. 

We are also familiar with the “thali** incident; that is, a lady whr 
was cofivicled by the court at Talacherri was asked to remove her thali h 
pay uj) the fiiu'. For a Hindu lady thaH is considered as a very sacrec 
jewel, and thoiigli it i.s not very costly it is removed only on the doatl 
of her husband, such thing has occurred in open court. A wave o 
indignation passed througliout the length and breadth of this country 
and yet the (fovernment did not lake proper action against the offenders 
They were sati.«fiod that the magistrate was wrong and he expressed his 
apologN to the (jovernment. Well, Sir, we are now quite familiar witl 
ilie policy of vicarious retribution which the Government arc employing 
in asking the father to pay the fine of his son, or asking the mother tr 
y ny the fine of her daughter, but we have not \et heard this vicarioiir 
acknowledgment of apology in any part- of the civilized world. In this 
case the wrong is per.sonal and the apology must satisfy the person 
wronged. It is absolutely no consolation for the poor woman who 
rotting in jail, if some apology was given by the magistrate bediind her 
back. Such things are taking place in the name of law and order, and 
this is the way in which the Ordinances are being worked day in and 
day out, and it is stated that they are worked with moderation and witl: 
restraint. I clearly see, Sir, that the pre.sent policy is not directed sr 
Pinch by the Government here as it is dictated by the Home Govern 
ment and by the Secretary of State. Hence I support the motion to cut 
down the whole Demand for the Home Department. 

Mr. O. S. Banga Iyer: Tin* question may now be put. Sir. 

Mr. Ohairman (Sir Hari Singh Gour) : The question is that the qne.stion 
be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Horne Member) : Sir, I must express 
a very considerable measure of surprise at the course which this debate 
has taken. From the notice of motions received I understood that the 
matter which Honourable Members opposite, who were specially concerned 
with this particular Demand, desired to raise related to the measures whicli 
had been taken fer retrenchment in the Home Department and also gene- 
ral questions of the secretariat machinery which should afifeefe, more or 
less, .all depaiiracnts of the Government of India. Consequently, Sir, tlie 
speech of the Honourable Member who spoke first in this debate, though 
I regret to say that practically three-fourths of it was inaudible to me, did 
occasion me very much surprise. It appeared to me tl^at the questions 
which were being raised were precisely the same questions which were 
eaHier raised in tins House, which we debated for nearly two whole days 
and which were dis|>osed of by a majority of this Assembly. That boitxS 



THE GENERAL fitJDaET— LIST OP DEMANDS. 


i 32 » 

go, Hir, and in view of the fact that at this earlier stage I already had 
occasion to trespass very long upon the patience and indulgence of this 
House, 1 do not think that 1 should be tempted to swerve from the course 
of virtue on this occasion by inflicting upon the House a long re-statement 
of matters, which have already been stated as clearly and as fully as is 
possible for me to do. In truth, Sir, 1 do not think that there was any- 
thing that was stated today, any incident of the various incidents which 
were referred to today — any arguments employed or any speech made 
— which might not more properly, if a< all, have been brought forward 
in the course of the previous debate. The House w'ill, therefore, I am sure, 
fibsolve me from any discourtesy to Honourable Members opposite if on 
this occasion I record my opinion that it would not be pro])er for me to 
re[)eat to the House once more a defence on the policy of Government 
which was flebated at great length and wliieh was approved by a majority 
of the House six weeks ago. 

Mr. Ghairman: The question is : 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year end- 
ing the 3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Home Department 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. — Pt’hf.tc Service Commission. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“ That a sum not excee<ling Rs. 1 ,33,000 be granted to the Governor General in Coun- 
cil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment dining the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in res|>ect of ‘ Public Service Commission 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Nilgiris: Xon-Muhammadan 
ihiral) : Sir, the motion that 1 have to make is that the Demand under 
the head ‘Public Service Commission’ be reduced by Es. 1.28.000. I really 
do not know whether I .shall be able to do justice to this subject within 
the short time that T have ai my disposal, but 1 will try my best to con- 
fine my observations to the salient points and briefly deal with them. Sir, 
the Public Service Commission was constituted by way of im])lementing 
section OOC of the ( i(»vermn(»nt of India Act. That section provided for 
the appoiiitinent of Public Service Commissioners to discharge such func- 
tions as by rules the Secretary of State might delegate to them. The 
appointment of the Members is made by the Seeretarv of State, their 
S{>lary is fixed by the Seeretar\ of State, and llieir tenure of oftice is also 
the Sccretarj of State under rules. The Public Sendee 
tkanmission as at present constituted consists of a t'hairman and four- 
Members; the Chairman gets Its. 5,000 per month as salary and the 
Members get Bs. 8,500 each. This body lias got a Secretary who is paid 
1»250 and also a special pay of Bs. 400 per month, and the entire cost 
of the Public Service Commission comes to about Bs. 8.72,000 as budgeted 
for next year. The officers cost Bs. 2,22,000 and odd, and the balance is 
or meeting the establishment charges, contingencies and ssueh things, 
-ho General Purposes Sub-Cominittee, which was so ably presided over 
y our esteemed , and distinguished friend, Sir Abdur Bahini!, went into the 
lole subject and suggested as many as 10 points for the consideration 
ovemment, clearly making out that, the expenditure of this bmneh* 
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could be reduced by Ks. 1,86,200.- The Government, however, accepted 
only a reduction of Rs. 13,200, and my motion relates to the balance of 
Rs. 1,23,000; that is why I have said that the Demand be reduced by 
Bs. 1,23,000. The case has been very well made out by the General 
Purposes Sub -Committee, which is set out at pagesi 65 to 73 of their 
valuable Report. The Sub-Committee recommends in the first place that 
instead of having five Members on the Commission, their number might 
very well be reduced to three. That is the main recommendation, and 
tuat is the chief item which will go to reduce the expense on the Public 
Service Commission. The Commission themselves agree that they can 
very well carry on with three Members. ^J'hey say : 

“ It cannot be said that the volume of the Commission’s work requires as many as 
five Members and so far as the volume of work is concerned it * could be done equally 
well with three Members 

When the authority affeeded by the proposal says tliat the whole work can 
be managed 1)\ three Members, I really do not understand why the Gov- 
ernment should not accept it. rnstances have been pointed out by the 
General Purposes Suh-( 'ominittee as to how Service Conimissions are 
being worked in ^ladras or other places. T am myself acquainted with 
the conditions ])revalont in Madras. We have a C'hairman and two Mt ni- 
bers of the Public 8ervi(*e Commission. The (*stablishment and otlur 
parapliernalia is not half as niucli as you find here. The General Purposes 
Sub-Committee also refers to such Commissions, in other jiarts <.)f the 
British Empire. The British Commission itself consists of a Chairman 
and two Commissioners, one* of whom acts also as Secretary. The Soutli 
African and Canadian Ccaninissions are believed to have only one Mtanlicr 
t^nd the Australian (.’omrnissiun two. Reference is also made in the Re- 
port to the Bill which was introduced in the Ptmjab Legislative Council, 
but I do not know whether it has been passed into law or not. Now, wliafc 
we are concerned with is this; a specific reeominondation was made hy tlie 
Retrenchment Committee that the nuinher of Memh(‘rs should ho rediierd 
to threes and the Public Service Commis.sion themselves havt* acccf)tt'(l 
tfint proposal. But, Sir. Government do not accept it. Why? The only 
objection, so far as 1 could see, that was put forward against that proposal, 
was that the reduction of the number of Members to three would disturb 
the confidence of the European members in tlu" services. Qiu ^titms 
affecting discipline and such other things havt; to bo referred to the Com- 
mission, and the I. C. S. and otlier European members, it is afi*aid, will 
demur to the Euroj^ean element being reduced in the Commission. That 
aspect of the question has been effectively answered by the Public Service 
Commi.ssinn itself. If you will allow me I can not do botlcr tbaii 
a line or two from the Report. This is what the (’ommic'^ion themselves 
say : 

“ The oxpprionco of the la.st five yo&vfi shows that the Indian and European Members of 
the Commis.sion are equally anxious to do justice to the members of the services whether 
European or Indian. The Indian Members of the Commission are as careful as the 
European Members to do justice to European appellants. If the past is a safe index of 
the future, it is not unreasonable to hope that a majority of Indians on the Commission 
would not prove detrimental to the interests of European officers.” 

1 can not thc^n fore nnderJ>tand why the Government should persist in 
keeping five Members on the Commission. Of course, I am aware that 
cne Member is on leave and that his place has not been filled up, 



THB OBNEBAL BUDOBT — ^LIST OF DEMANDS. 


\ou will find there is a provision for all the five Members in the Budget 
for next year. Another objection which the Home Department has raised 
is this, that the proposal requires the simction of the Secretary of State. 

T know that not only this branch of administration but the whole adminis- 
Iration (d‘ the Government of India is subject to the superintendence, 
direction and control of the Secretary of State. There was no difficulty 
for the Secretary of State to approacli rarliament and to get passed an 
Act which enabled tlu* (lovernment of India to reduce In* 10 per cent, the 
salaries of the statutory services. But this does not require that. If the 
(rovernment of India will only sec their way to accept the proposal, they 
can easily get the permission of th(‘ Secretary of State. Therefore, that 
kind of plea woidd not hold good. The fact of the matter is, they do not 
want any retrenclmioiit to ho made in this department. 

There is another aspect of the question which the Government of India 
have to consider. \V(‘ have effected large relrenchments in the services, 
and I lie ehaiares are that for at least two or three years to come the Gov- 
ernment of India will not have to make fresh appointments; at. any rate, 
the work of the Commission will not bo as much as it used to be. I 
understand that retreiK'hmeut at thr rate of 10 jier cent, has been made 
111 the personnel of all departments of tl.e administration. The roinmis- 
sion will not have that amount of work as it used to have before. I do 
not j>ropose at this late hour to go through Heriath}t all proposals of the 
h*. S. Comuiiltoe. r only sav diu* consideration has not been 
given to them. At this lime of acute financial distress, when the 
country lias been luirdened with unbearable taxation, when all avenues of 
rctreiu'hmenl are b(‘iiig explored, if the Government are really earnest in 
their desirt* to effeef ndreiK'hment, it is imjierative that such reasonable 
proposals as have been put forward l)\ the Retrenchment Committee should 
be accepted. 

(At this stag^. Mr. Ih'esideut resumed the Chair. > 

Before 1 coiicliule, 1 wish to refer to another aspect of the matter which 
J consider is very important. I1ie Public Service Commission, as consti- 
tuted at |7ivsent, is ;t purel\ advisory body. It has not got supreme 
powers, or in other words, it is not- a. body which has got* a final voice in 
the matters that gt) before it. I really do not know wdiether the framers 
at tlif Government of India Art intended that it should he so. At any 
rate section 96-C of the Act is not capable of that interpretation. It 
very often complained by our public men that what is given hv the 
l\arliament and by our benign Sovereign is W'hittled down by the rules 
lariK'd by the Secretary of Slate. I find on reference to Professor 
heitli s book on res])onsil)l(' Government in the Dominions, that in all the 
ominions the Public Service (’oinmission lias got absolute rights, and 
am quite sure that in adopting the same model the original idea of the 
tamers of the Government of India Act was that the Public Service Com- 
mission in India also must bo endowu'd w’ith such supreme or plenary 
powers, riiere is no necessity to have Alonibors on the Commission with 
^uc 1 salaries as they are now drawing if their function is purely advisory. 
oF fl t^nv man worth his salt will accept the position of a Member 

m Commission which can only tender advice. The salary of the Chair- 
Unf which is the salary of a Chief Justice of a High Court, 

misL^o ® finality in regard to matters referred to the Com- 

on, so Jong as it has not supreme or absolute powers, it will not be 
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worth while for any respectable man to accept a place on it. {An Honom* 
nble Member: “There is money.’*) There are only very few people 
among men of the highest public standing with w hom money counts. The 
point I wish to make is that, so long as this Public Service Commission 
continues to be a body of advisors, it is not w'orth while keeping them. 
That is my humble opinion. 

I do not prcipose to take the time of the House by reading certain extracts 
from Professor Keith's book regarding the constitution of the Public 
Service Commissions in the Colonies and in the Uominioiis. Mv desire is 
that the Public* Service Commission in India must also be of the same 
model. So long as that is not done, the provisions of section 9G-C of the 
Government of India Act will not he fulfilled and it is not worth while to 
i maintain such a costly body in this country. With these few* words J 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, 1 must congratulate my Honourable friend 
Mr. Thampan on taking up this motion. We had almost feared that this 
motion would come under the guillotine, and I express my deep and 
sincere gratitude to the Leader of the Independent Party for h iving co- 
operated with us in enabling us to roach this important (*ul. It juay he 
that this will be the last cut that will be discussed to-day, and 1 hope that 
I will leave at least ten minutes for the Honourable Member to re))l\. 
-But this, Sir, is in a sense more important for the achievement of Swaraj 
itself. For we want Sw^araj first in the Public Service Commission. I he 
same Sw’araj that we have got, sf) far as the High (’ourt is coii(*erne(l, the*- 
same independence and integrity that w’e have, so far as the post of Auditor 
-General is concerned, — the same integrity, the same independence, the 
same statu.s and the same position should he a(*(?order| to the MemljcaN <)f 
the Public Service Commission. Unless that position is accu^rded, 
would lead, — and i do not (!ast any reflection at present on a single 
ber of the Public Service Commission — to jobbery. Tt will detract fnau 
the purpose for which the Public Service Commission is appointed. That 
purpose is nothing less and nothing else than purity in filling jobs. Sir. in 
this unfortunate country there has been such a thing as making men 
get jobs not because they are necessarily qualified, but because of other 
considerations. If those other eonsiderntions wH-re mA in exist eiice, my 
friend Mr. Yamin Khan w’ould not have stood up and pressed for his own 
communal privileges, for after the position that was conceded by fFTs 
House last year, hero at any rate T am not going to rake up my exception 
to it. Then there is my friend, Colonel Gidncy, w^ho time and again sm>s 
that his community does not find so much favour as it used to do. Tt 
good that his community does not find so much favour as it used to Ho, 
because the Public Service Commission has been appointed. Sir, Swaraj 
is coming to this country. Federalism is on the horizon, and T would 
the Government to tell me straightaway that they will communicate with 
the Secretary of State and give the Public Service Commission the 
position as the Public Service Commissions in the Colonies. It ?houKi 
not be tied io the apron strings of the Secretary of State for India. 
friend Sir Hari Singh Goiir said in his speech the other day that w'c waii 
an immediate advance in the direction of responsibility. The snnn* c ^ 
be said wdth even more correctness about the Public Service Commission. 
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"We want an immediate acceptance of the position of absolute and unmiti- 
gated independence for the Public Service Commission. Mr. Thcunpim 
has spoken with his . usual ability and clearness. He is a great public 
man, was a newspaper proprietor in Madras when I was a humble sub iD 
his own. new’^spaper. With his large public experience, and with his great 
(•areer in the public life of Madras and his work on the Provincial Council 
of which Members are not aw^are, he was looking forward to giving this 
lead. If his health hud permitted him, he would have put his case even 
more strongly than he did, })ccaiise lie has accumulated information on 
this subject. Gov(»rnment must make up their mind here and now that 
they will (rorniminicato to the Sccrelary of State all Ihe points, that 
Mr. Thampan has placed before them. Another point in this connection 
is that Government must decide that no \roTnber of the Public Scn-vice 
ronnnission w ill be eligible for any higher job. 

Sardar Harbans Singh Brar: Or any lower job. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: My friend, with liis usual sense of humour, 
thinks that men wall prefer even lower jobs to imcmpioyiiient. Yes, they 
should not he given a higher job or a lower job. After their service,, they 
must be banished int<; the wilderness of pension, and unless that is agreed to, 
the Commission will not he independent. They will yield to the pressure of 
— 1 do not say of the Government as a body nor individual high otticers of 
Government, — hut theur own ambitions for once you place before the 
Public Scrvicfc Commission higher ambition, you will impair their effi- 
ciency, an idliciency includes not only the term integrity l>ut also the term 
indepiuideuce. Why do ihe Goveinment not give the Auditor General any 
other job? Why do they ndire him? The same* consideration must prevail in 
regard to the Public Service C<iininission. Sir, a Retrenchment Committee 
which is pcrformitig its job with its usual, wdiat I may call, leisured zeal, a 
Coniniittee> whi(?h carried on its work right through 8 or 9 months, as if an 
immediate production of a <ruinphde report W’as not a valuable ihing, a 
lietrenelimcnt Committee whose moiii])ers have drawn allowances w’hich 
do no reflect iTcdit, allowances of over Rs. 2.000, should hide its head in 
shame, because it, has cast a reflection on this side of the House that we 
fellow’s, who go to retrench, raise a discussion that there ‘should ho 
retrenclnnent for the Retrenchment Committee. The Retrenchment 
Committei^ should hide its face in shame as contrasted with the work 
which the Hope Coinmittet* ext*cnted in England. They finally recom- 
mended tliat there should bir throe Members of the Public Service Com- 
mission, ,a very good roeoinmenclation, an excellent recommendation, a 
result w’hich could Iiave been accomplished in one week. To achieve this 
recommendation they have taken sueh a largo space of time, only 
necause its leadership, its Chairmanship is afflicted with that senility 
which is not the proper phase for Chairmanship of a Committee w'hich 
'"••ould execute its wt>rk. only because its Chairman has lost his admirable 
^gour wHicK we expected of him, only because of what the Retrenchment 
Committee has at last slated, wdiat after all T could have stated in one 
weel^ what my Honourable friend, Mr. CKetty, could have stated, what 
mv Hcmourablc friend, Mr. Neogy, could have stated, or my Honourable 
ricnd, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, if he was a member (Laughter) could have 
stated. After so much labour you wrant to do that much. Sir, the work 
^ this inglorious Committee is belated. My siiiprise is that these gentle- 
afflicted with the double dose of moderatism. (Afr. /?. Das: 

Jy Committee has not yet reported: why do yon singnlarize?^’) T am at 
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present concerned with Sir Abdur Ealiim’s Committee. Sir, Mr. B. Das 
sayd that his Committee has not yet concluded its work. Sir, my 
Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, has not yet liad the advantage and 
honour of liaving been an Executive Councillor such as my friend. 
Sir Abdur Eahim, has had. (Laughter.) Sir, this Retrenchment 
Committee has insulted the intelligence of the House by saying 
that tliere should be a body of three Public Service Commissioners. Why 
should there be three Commissioners is what 1 cannot understand. Sir, 
I think one man ought to have been quite enough, but if there is a 
communal issue, then have one Hindu and one ^luhammadan, because 
the Public Service Commission is only an advisory body. Why have an 
Englishman on that C’ommission? Not that I am against Englishmen, 
but I would retrench all Englishmen on that Commission because their 
recommeiidation after all goes up before another body. Let there he only 
one Hindu and one Mussalmnn, whomsoever you like, let them be the worst 
of conimunalists or tlie best of nationalists, I do not care ; lot them bei 
men drawn from tlie public service of the country, hut I say tliere should 
be only two. and not three as recommended by this wretched Hetrench- 
ment Committee of which Sir Abdur Rahim is the head, who, licking the 
boots of a foreign Government, says that here should be three men. — 
one Hindu, one Mussalman and one Englishman — otherwise, where do tfu^ 
three come in? Now that is exactly what I want to know. {Sardnr 
Harbans Singh Brar: ‘'What about the minorities?”^ My Honourable 
friend, Sardar Harbans Singh Brar, asks, “What about the minorities”*' 
If only you think ef the minorities, they are, Sir. a legion in this 
land. Sir, Lord Birkenhead once said that so far as India was 
concerned, her future was on the knees of the gods and th** 
gods were legion in that country. Sir, I refute that proposition 
of Lord Birkenhead, for unity in diversity underlies our religion. Thor* 
is one godhead behind so many gods, but unfortunately T am not in a 
position to say yet about, the minorities that there is tliat underlying uniiv 
among them, but if there are minorities, then the proper thing wouhl he ^o 
cut down the salary of every Member of the Public Service roininissi<.n 
to Rs. 500 a month and give my friend, Sardar Harbans Singh Brar’s coni* 
munity representation on the Commission. Sir, th.at salary is what 
Mahatma Gandhi recommended, and here is a Committee presided over by 
Sir Abdur Rahim — whose record is over there in the Bengal Council, his 
record of how he crossed the T's and dotted the T's of his Government alike 
in regard to repression and oppression — and tin’s Retrenchment Connniffc^ 
wants to oppress iis wu'th a load of salary to which we are not agreeable. 

I stand, Sir, in the same position, so far as tin* salaries of the Piihli'- 
Service Commissioners are coneorned. T take my st.and on the sani* 
ground as Mahatma Gandhi. WTiy did not this Retrenchment Commi.b*". 
if it was an honest body and not a mealy-mouthed flatterer of Govern' 
ment, if it was a really honest body 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : If tl^at i> 
the Honourable Member's view, he could have moved an amendment to 
the grant for the Public Service Commission by reducing it to n flirnrc 
which would be .snflTicient for employing a smaller number of Memh^^’^ 
on a monthly nay of Rs. 500 each. It was perfect! v open to him, instead of 
indulging in this sort of criticism, to put constructive work before the 
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Assembly and to say that he wants to go much beyond what the Retrench- 
ment Committee has recommended. 

Xr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Thank you, Sir. I always value your sugges- 
tion as you yourself know : and if I did not put forward a constructive 
suggestion, it is because my purpose is frankly destructive. I do not 
want to give them one single penny; I want to refuse them the entire sup- 
plies 

Mr. President ; Certainly you can if you like to oppose the motion. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, I do oppose the whole motion, but I want 
to do that in such a manner that my reasons may be known to all. I am 
refuting the reasons given by the Honourable gentleman of the Indepen- 
dent Party, who has run away from the debate after producing his report 1 
I am opposing the recommendations of a gentleman who wants to give 
fat salaries to the Public Service Commissioners which my poor country 
(,‘annot afford. I hope I have your authority and your permission to make 
that suggestion witli the same kindness and courtesy which you have 
always shown when the refusal of supplies is raised. I am sorry I could 
not raise more refusals of supplies on this occasion, but T hope when the 
occasion comes in future, then though it may be that I would draw the 
fires of both sides, as rny record during some past years would show, 

I shall not hesitate to stand and perform my duty alone and solitary, 

ploughing the lomdy furrow on the floor of this House. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir. r have never been afraid of lliat position. I stand before an aiidionco 
niiich greater, much mightier than the puny audience I am addressing 
today. ^Ty words, Sir, are being heard in the gallery, but they are also 

being overheaivl oui iii the country: and. Sir, a man who has not yet 

h(‘('oiue vt'ry old (Ht'ar, hear), one <»u whom the chilling penumbra of 
old ag(' and second childhood has not Ix'gun to set, T have to look a 
little wider than the elderly gentleman sitting on that side of the House. 
Sir, T value the freedom that my party has given to me on this occasion, 
hooause tliese things liad not been made party questions: otheiwiso I 
should have ho\ved to their vordiet and observed a vow of silence. Sir, 
so long as I am in the trammels of office and party bondage, I cannot 
function fully; but so much for that. 

Xow I did not give a token cut, because I do not believe in token 
cuts when I have reason to oppose a motion completely. That is why 
I did not make m constructive suggestion. Sir, you cannot construct 
unless you arc prepared to destroy. Supposing I want to build .v big 
palace wliere you are. sitting, I have to pull down your seat. Sir, before 
f build a palac« there. Now supposing T want to reorganize the Public 
Service Commission, I have first to tear it from its fo\indations, and 
reduce the Commissioners’ salaries and that is what my Ilonourablc friend, 
Mr. Thampan, said when he was talking about the policy. Why should 
be dictated to from W’hitehall? WHiy should we play the part of a 
J?ramophone reproducing the orders of \Vhitehall? So far as the Public 
Service Commission is concerned, why sliould there nol be men on it like 
esteemed friend. Sir Hari Singh' Oour — a distinguished man, with a 
‘egal and judicial intellect. — because that is the position of a Judge? A 
who has been able to handle oases so skilfully all his life as Sir 


n 
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Hari Singh has handled cases, a legal author,: a man who can weigh the 
pros and cons of things, a man who can give impartial justice, Sir, 
such a man should have been on the Commission! Here is a man, a 
sedate man, who has not yet had opportunities of being on any of these 
Commissions! (Loud Laughter.) Sir, he would not have cared for a 
salary. Money is no consideration to him. (Laughter.) He says he is 
fabulously wealthy, .but the honour of being Chairman of the Public Service 
Commission he would not, I dare say, have declined, if ho was freed from 
the trammels of Whitehall. Would he have declined Ks. 500 if Mahatma 
Gandhi had imposed it upon him, and the position was a judicial position 
of honour? {An Honourable Member: “Would my Honourable friend. Sir 
Hari Singh Gour, have accepted Ps. 500?“) You do not know my Honour- 
able friend so well as 1 do (Laughter) — Sir, he would. Money has not 
been any consideration with him. For that matter, have not our great 
public men like Mahatma Gandhi, or for that matter that great leader. 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, spurred “filthy lucre “ for service? But 
I am talking of a lawyer, a competent lawyer, an eminent jurist. It is 
a place for an eminent jurist and it is not a place for men who are in 
Government seiwice or have retired from (Tovcrnrnent service. The 
salary of the Members of the Public Service Commission should be 
reduced. Sir, supposing, for instance, you retire from the position of the 
Presidentship of the Assembly some day when you choose to retire, for 
we want you hero as long as God can spare you in that seal, then tliat 
will be a position for you. Y"oii will not care for salary. You will care 
then to serve the cause for which your whole life has been devoted and 
you will then be able to say that for Bs. 500 an Indian can serve on 
the Public Service (-bmmission and through that Public S(*rvice Commission 
create such a purity in public service that it would be the ideal thiiu’^ for 
which all of us have been aspiring. 

Sir, now I wish to quote to you from A. B. Keith as to what 
is happening in the Colonies. (Interruption from Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh.) 
My friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, says that only four minutes are loft 
and I should look sharp. Therefore, I must look sharp ; I bow to his 
suggestion from behind. I hope it will very soon be from in front. But, 
Sir, I find the quotation is long, and therefore I shall not quote it. 1 ani 
very grateful all the same to my ITonourablc friend, Mr. Thampan. for 
having placed this quotalioii at my disposal and' several other quotations. 
For instance, he gave me tlio quotation that a Puhlie Seirvice Commissioner 
could be removed only by an address of both Houses of l^arliainent. 
That is what is happening in the Commonwealth of Australia with better 
models than those of Canada to follow. Why sliould such a thing not 
happen here? Why should tlie Secretary of State, Sir Samuel Hoarc, 
like his predecessor, Mr. Wedgwood Benn, dictate to us about the Public 
Service Comqciission from Wbitehall? I w^ould ask Government to toll 
me all about it. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Bajshahi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
Eural) : Sir, I do not know whether the Honourable gentleman who spol<e 
last supp(:)rtcd or opposed the motion of my friend Mr. Thampan. He 
gave an economy cut as we suggested to retrench the number of fho 
Commissioners by two. Out of five Miembers we wanted to have 
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three. The position was that one man should represent the services, 
another should represent the Hindus, and the third should represent the 
minorities, including the Mussalmans. I do not care to follow my friend 
Mr. Eanga Iyer in his vituperations against Party leaders. It ig hot 
possible that a sane man should go after a mad dog. If a mad dog 
bites at random everybody that pa;sses on a road, then passers-by should 
not be expected to bite the dog. (Laughter.) All that the people may 
be expected to do is to save themselves and to go to a safer place. Now, 
it seems that without any rhyme or reason he abuses all people of import- 
ance. His leader may think himself flattered today by his eulogy, but 
he was rebuking his leader the other day, no less than he is Sir Abdur 
Rahim, today 


Sir Hari Singh Oour: I wish to say that I am thoroughly ashamed 
of it myself. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: As regards the main point, I would like to repeat 
that the intention of the General Purposes Committee was that three 
men were sufficient and they are able to represent all the parties. At 
present out of these five Members, three are Europeans, and even if the 
two Indian Members unite, they are in a permanent minority and helpless 
to protect Indian interests. They can never out-vote the block majority 
votes of the Europeans. So, let it be on a fair basis Let there 
bo one gentleman who has experience of the services, the other man 
representing the TTindus and the third representing the minorities. This 
was the viewpoint from which we suggested a reduction and I find that 
mv friend. Mr. Thampan, has also supported it from that standpoint alone. 
Government, on the other hand, contend that they require more than 
three men. But the reply is that in the self-governing Dominions there 
are not even three; in some cases there is only one. 

(It being Eivc of the Clock, Mr. President put the motion.) 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That- tho Demand under the head ‘ Public Service Comini^pfon * lo lOf'icec'i 
Ha. 1,23,000.” 

The Assembly divided: 


AYES— 23. 


Ajrgarwal, Mr. .lagan Nath. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

T)as, Mr. B. 

Diitt, Mr. A mar 
Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 
Gnmjal, Mr. N. R. 

Hari Raj Swamp, Lala. 

^a, Pandit Ram Krishna. 
Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kyaw Myint, TJ. 

Idladhar Ghandhury, Seth. 


Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Rancra Tver. Mr. O. S. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 
Sant Singli, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Hsrbiliv;. 
Scott. Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Tkampan, Mr. K. P. 


B2 
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NOES^l. 


Acot6, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banorji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Brown, Mr. B. R. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSoiiza, Dr. F. X. 

Diidhoria, Mr. Xabakuniar Sing 
Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henryi. 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Ishw^psingrji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kiinwar Hajeo. 
Jaw^ahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 


Lai Chand, Hony. Captain Rao Baha- 
dur Chaudhri. 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
Nixon, Mr. J. 0. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George, 
^jan, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Seaman, Mr. C, K. 

Slier Miibammad Kban Gakliar, 
Captain. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Tail, Mr. John. 

Wood , Sir Edgar. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Young, Mr. G. M. 


“ That a sum not oxceeding Rs. 1,33,000 be granted to the Governor General m 
Couuoil to defray th'i eh ipgos which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Public Service Commission 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 34— Legislative Department. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not oxceeding Rs. 2,93,000 bo granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during tho year onding the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Legislative Department 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 35 — Department of Education, Health and Lands. 

Mr. President: inc question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,25,000 bo granted to tho Governor General m 
Co in *11 t ,i >1 )frav the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 
ending' the 31 st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Department of Education, Health ana 
Lands’.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 86 — ^Financji Department. 

Mr. PlBSidont ! The question is : 

“ That a s^im not exceeding Rs. 9,32,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Finance Department 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 38 — Commerce Department. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,39,000 bo granted to the 6overnor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
tho 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Commerce Department 

The motion was adopted 

Demand No. 39 — Army Department. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,54,000 be granted to tho Governor General in. 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during tho year ending 
tho 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Army Department 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 40 — Department op Industries and Labour. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,42,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will como in course of payment, during the year 
ending tho 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Department of Industries and Labour 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 41 — Central Board op Eevenub. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,45,000 be granted to tho Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will como in course of payment, during the yetur ending the 
31sfc day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Central Board of Revenue 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 42 — ^Payments to Provincial Governments on Account of 
Administration of Agency Subjects. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,44,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Payments to Provincial Governments on 
account of Administration of Agency subjects *.** 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 48 — ^Atjdit. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 85,46,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Oouncil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 3lst day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Audit *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 44 — ^Administration op Justice. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 60,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Administration of Justice 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 45 — ^Police. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,83,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Police 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 46 — ^Ports and Pilotage. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,54,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council tc defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of * Ports and Pilotage *•*' 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 47 — ^Lighthouses and Lightships. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 11,43,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of * Lighthouses and Lightships *.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 48 — Survey op India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 14,79,000 be granted to the Governor 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of pa 3 rment, during the y 
ending the 3 1st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Survey of India *•“ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 49 — Meteorology. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not oxcooding Rs. 15,26,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Meteorology *.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 50 — Geological Survey. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,56,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will como in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Geological Survey 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 51 — Botanical Survey. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,35,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Botanical Surv^oy 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 52 — Zoological Survey. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 81,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Zoological Survey 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 53 — ^Archaeology. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 8,86,000 be granted to tho Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
5l8t day of March, 1033, in respect of ‘ Archteology 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 54 — Mines. 

Ur. President: The question is ; 

. '^hat a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,16,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 

o defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Mines 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 55 — Other Scientific Departments. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2.68,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Other Scientific Departments *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 56 — Education. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

♦‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 11,84,000 be granted to the Governor Gon'^ral in 
Council to defray the charges, which wdll come in course of payment, during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Education*.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Dem.vnd No. 57 — Medical Services. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,13,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of paynient, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in re.spect of ‘ Medical Services *.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 58 — Public Health. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,59,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1933, in re.spect of ‘ Public Health ’.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 59 — Agriculture. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 0,49,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Agriculture *.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 60 — Imi'Erial (Council of Agricultural Eeskauch 

Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

exceeding Rs. 1,42,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
charges, wnieh will come incoiirsA of payment, during the year ending 
Slst^y of March, 1 in respect of ‘ Imperial Council of AgricuHural Roeoarrh Depart* 
monti • 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 61 — Civil Veterinary Services. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

‘‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,02,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of * Civil Veterinary Services*. “ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 62 — ^Industries. 

I 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
Slst (lay of March, 1933, in rcspoct of * Industries’.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 63 — Aviation. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not oxcooding Rs. 8,72,000 bo granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will come in opiirse of payment, during the year ending the 
3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Aviation *.** 

Tho motion was ado])tod. 

Demand No. 64 — Commercial Intelligence and Statistics. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,60,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in courHC of payment, during the year ending 
the 3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Commercial Intelligence and Statistics 

Tlie motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 65 — Census. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,79,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho chargos, which will come in course of pajtnent, during the year 
ending tho Slst day of March, 1933, ia respect of * Census ’•*’ 

'Die motion was adopted. 


Demand No. tK5 — Emiguation- 




Mr. President: The quc.stion is: . ^ 

to ® oxQOoding Ks. 23,000 be granted to tho Governor General in Council 

3laf chargos, which will come in course of payment, during the yea? onding the 

day of March, 193.1, in respeot of * Kmigration— Internal 

The motion was adopted. 
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• Demand No. 67 — Emigration — External. 

Mi. President: The question is: 

“ Taut a sam not oxceoding R'j. 1,69,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Goanail to dofray the chirg03,w payment, during tho year end- 

ing the 3l3t diy of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Emigration — ^External *.** 

Q?he motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 68 — Joint Stock Companies. 

f 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Ils. 1,14,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
•Counoil to defray the charges, which will (»omo in course of payment, during tho year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Joint Stock Companies *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand Xo. 60 — Miscellaneous Departments. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,40,000 bo granted to the Governor General in Council 
t o defray the charges, which will come in course of payment^ during tho year ending tho 
eist day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous Departments *.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 70 — Indian Stores Department. 

Mr. President: The question is; 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,01,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course ofpaymont, during the yearending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Indian Stores Department ’.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 71 — Currency, 

Mr, President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 45,32,000 be granted to tho Governor Goncrnl in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment , during the year 
mg the 3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Currency 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 72 — Mint. 


Mr, Preddeiit: The question is: 

excwdtng Rb. 21 , 60,000 b® granted to the Governor General in 
■'lie charge., which will come in course of'payment, during >he >•'“ 
ling the Slat dav Maroh. lona * »i * ^ 


Council 

!rr'A J" WHICH will come in cou 

ending the Slat day of March, 1933, in reapect of ‘ Mint 
motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 73 — Civil Works. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“That a sum not exceodiug Rs. 1,82,10,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Civil Works *.’* 

Tho motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 74 — Superannuation Allowances and Pensions. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 58,30,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 
year ending thoSlst day of March, 1933, in respect of * Superannuation Allowances 
and Pensions *.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 75 — Stationery and Printing. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not oxcooding Rs. 39,40,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of ' Stationery and Printing*.'* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 76— Miscellaneous. 

Mr. President: Tho question is: 

“That a sum not oxcooding Rs. 10,12,000 be granted to the Governor General In 
Council t o defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending tho 3l8t day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous 

The motion was adopted. 

Dem.\nd No. 70-A — Expenditure on Retrenched Personnel charged to 

Revenue. 


Mr. PrBSident: The question is: 

“Thatasuin not exceeding Rs. 19,25,000 be granted to tho Governor General in Council 
to defray the chargCMi, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
Slstdayof March, 1033, in respect of ‘Kxwnditure un retrenched personnel charged to 
Revenue ’.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 77 — Refunds. 

Mr. Ptesident: The question is: 

. p“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 84,12,000 bo granted to the Governor General 
mLouncil to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the 
yw ending the 3Ut day of March, 1933, in respect of * Refunds •.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 78 — North-West Frontier Province. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a*8um not exceeding Rs. 1,00,18,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * North-West Frontier Province *.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 79 — Baluchistan. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

•‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 27,00,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, wliioh will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Baluchistan 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 80 — Delhi. 

Mr. President; The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 44.32,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Dellii 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 81 — Ajmer-Meuwaua. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,53,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council todofray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year end- 
ing the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Ajmer-Mcrwara*.*' 

The motion w’as .adopted. 


Demand No. 82 — And.amans and Nicob.ar Islands. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sura not exceeding Rs. 31.49,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of *' Andamans and Nicobar Islands *.'* 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 83 — Rajfutana. 

Mr. President: 'J'he question is: 

“ rniat a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,19,000 be granted to the OoTemor Oenernl in 
Council to defray the cViargos, which will come in course of payment, during the y® 
endmg the 3lBt day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Rajputana 

The motion wa^ adopted. 
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Demand No. 84 — Central India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“Trtit a sum nal> oxccoding Ra. 3,88,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
Council to bfray tU 3 charges, which will coino in course of payment, during the year 
ending bho 3 lab (Uy of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Central India *,*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 85 — ^Hyderabad. 

Mr. President: The question is; 

** That a sum not oxcooding Rs. 2,71,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year end- 
ing tho 31sb day of March, 1933, in rospoct of ‘ Hyderabad 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 85-A -—Aden. 

Mr. President; The finest ion is: 

“That a sum not ox<'tH»ding Rs. 4,17,000 bo granted to tho Governor General in 
to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
on<ling tho 3 1 St day of Murcli, 1933, in respect of * Aden 

Thu motion was adopted. 

Ukmaxd No. Ht)-~Exi*KNiuTriu: i\ I^'voi.and — Secretary of State. 

Mr. President: The (pustion is: 

“That a sum not oxcc<Mling Rs, 19.10,000 be grantiMl to the Governor CSeneral in 
Ci)iiiv'il to defray the - harges, which will come in ctnirse of payment, during the year 
ending tho 3 1st day of .March, 1933, in respec t of * Kxjyenditure in England — S^retary of 
State for India 

The motion was adopted. 

])kmand No. 87 — KxPENorrrRK i\ Exgi.am. — High ('ommissioxer rou 

India. 

Mr. President: Tlu? question is: 

“That a sum not oxcc'o«iing Rs. 23.3.'>,000 ho granted to the Governor General in 
h’ouneil to defray the cdiarges, which willcomo in course of payment, during the year 
ending tho 3 1st clay of March, 1933, in rospe<d of ‘ ExjHMuliiuro in England — High 
Commissioner for India 

Tlio motion was mloptod. 


Demand No. 88 — rAPiTAh Outt.ay on Skcerity Printing. 

Mr, President: Tho question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. I.OOtl h«^ granted to the Govc'rnor General in Council 
to(]ofray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31st day of Man'h, 1933, in respect of ' rapiial Outlay on Security Printing*.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 89 — ^Forest Capital Outlay. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Ra. 1,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Forest Capital Outlay *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 90 — Irrigation. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of * Irrigation’.*' 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 91 — ^Indian Posts and Telegraphs. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

‘‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 23,13,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 3ist day of March, 1933, in respect of * Indian Posts and Telegraphs 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 9d — C apital Outlay on Currency Note PrEkSS. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Ks. 4,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray tho charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year ending the 
31sb day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Capital Outlay on Currency Note Press 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 94 — Capital Outlay on Vizagapatam Harbour. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 55,62,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will como in course of payment, during tho year 
ending tho Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Capital Outlay on Vizagapatani 
Harbour*.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand' No. 96 — Capital Outlay on Lighthouses and Lightships. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 be granted to the Governor General in Council 
to defray the charges, which will come in c ourso of payment, during tho year ending the 
Slst day of March, 1933, in respect of Capital Outlay on Lighthouses and Lightships *•*' 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 96 — Commuted Value op Pensions. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 31,28,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of * Commuted Value of Pensions *.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 96-A — Expenditure on retrenched personnel charged to 

Capital. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 23,00,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Councilto defray thecharges, which willcomeincouTse of payment, duiingtbeyeaiending 
the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Expenditure on retrenched personnel charged 
to Capital*.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 98 — ^Interest-free Advances. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 66,34,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, duiirg the >ear 
ending the 31st day of March, 1933, in respect of ‘ Interest-free Advances 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No, 99 — Loans and Advances bearing Interest. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

” That a sum not exceeding Rs. 12,71,31,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment, during the year 
ending the 31st day of March. 1933, in respect of ‘ Loans and Advances bearing interest*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 23rd March, 1932. 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 23rd March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
} Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBERS S WORN : 

Mr. (jrirjji Shankar Bajpai, C.I.K., C.B.E., M.L.A. (Governmont of 
India : Nominated Official); and 

Mr. Tin Tut, M.Ij.A. (Gover!inn‘nt of India: Nominated Official). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Amount of Contributions from different Nations to the League 

OF Nations. 

862. *M.t. K, P. Thampan: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the total amount contributed by India to the League of Nations 

every year ever since its inception; 

(b) the amount contributed by Great Britain and the several British 

Dominions ; 

(c) what the principle is on which these contributions are made; 

whether it is on the basis of population or total revenue of 

the respective countries; 

(d) what was the amount contributed by China, Japan, France 

and Germany during the last three years? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: {a)i (b) and (d). A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(c) On the basis explained in the Report of the 4th Committee to the 
6th Assembly of the League which the Honourable Member will find in 
Appendix IT, Annex. XTTT to the Final Report of the Delegates of India 
to that Assembly. 


Statement showing amounts oj India's ccvtiilvii<n to thi Lcafn(€ of Aotifus. 


1921-22 .... 


• 




In pounds 
(stor’ing). 

. ;i4*916 

1922-23 .... 







1923-24 . . 






. 77-799 

1924-25 . . 






. 70-526 

1925-26 . , 






. 53*288 

1926-27 






. 54-415 

1927-28 . ' . 






. 50-034 

1928-29 






. 51. 41 5 

1929-30 .... 






. 56*710 

1930-31 





• 

. 60-784 

1931-32 (Revised Rstiinate) 



, 


• 

. 67 • 725 

1932t33 (Bridget Kstinisto) 

• 


• 

• 

• 

. 94*350 


( 2347 ) 


A 
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SiaUment (2) showing the amounts in Gold Francs contributed by Great Britain and th 
several British Dominions for the years 1919— r 1932 and (3) Chinas Japan, Franm 
and Germany for the years 1929, 1930 and 1931. 


Year. 

f South Africa 

Country, 

• • 

4 


Amount 
in Gold 
Francs. 

484,417-81 

1 Australia 

• 


• 


879,075-92 

1 932 • • . W Canada 

• 


• 


1,143,353-80 

1 Groat Britain 

• 

4 



3,466,499-54 

New Zealand 

4 

4 



329,1.58-96 

f South Africa 

• 

• 

4 


449,923-88 

1 Australia 





816,986-86 

1931 . . .1 Canada 



4 

i 

1,062,867-99 

1 Great Britain 





3,22.5,042-12 

New Zealand 





.306,163-02 

f South Africa 


• 



403,598-96 

1 Australia 

» 




733,601-99 

1 930 . , . Canada 





954.776-51 

1 Great Britain 





2,900,767-72 

L Now Zealand 

4 


• 


275,279-74 

r South Africa 

4 


9 


375,289-11 

1 .Vustralia 

• 


9 

4 

682,644-26 

1929 , , ,J Canada 




9 

888,720-17 

1 Great Britain 


4 

9 

4 

2,702,598-57 

New Zealand 


« 

9 

4 

256,406-50 

f South Africa 




4 

333,626-67 

1 Australia 





614,775-74 

1928 . « Canada 


• 

9 


804,5.53-39 

1 Great Britain 



9 

4 

2,486,536-50 

(, New Zealand 



4 

4 

234,845 -.30 

f South Africa 



• 


323,711-29 

1 Australia 


9 



596,928-09 

1927 . , .J Canada 

• 

9 

• 


781,417-53 

1 Great Britain 




4. 

2,417,128-95 

L New Zealand 


9 



228,235-05 

f South Africa 

• 

9 

4 

4 

367,085-91 

1 Australia 

9 

9 

4 

4 

660,7.54-64 

1926 • . .J Canada 



4 

4 

856,.533-79 

1 Great Britain 





2,569,601 - 33 

New Zealand 




4 

244,72.3-93 

f South Africa 



• 

4 

363,499-54 

1 Australia 



• 

4 

630,065-87 

1925 • • .J Canada 




4 

848,165-60 

1 Groat Britain 




4 

2,132,5.30-53 

L Now Zealand 




4 

242,333-03 

r South Africa 


• ^ 

. ^ 

4 

- 373,931-91 

1 Australia 

• 

4 


4 

• 648,148-64 

1924 • , .J Canada 

• 

4 

4 

4 

872,507-79 

1 Great Britain 

• 

4 

4 

4 

2,193,733-62 

New Zealand 



4 

4 

249,287-94 

r South Africa 

• 


4 

4 

407,947-68 

Australia 

• 


• 

• 

707,109-31 

951,877-92 

1923 . . Canada 

• 



'4 

• 1 Great Britain 



4 

4 

2,583,668-64 

1 New Zealand 


• 

4 

4 

271,966-12 


1 
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Year. 

r South Africa 

Country. 

; 

• • 

Amount 
in Gold 

Francs. 

1,011,335 


1 Australia 


• « 

1,011,335 

1922 . 

• . -1 Canada 



1,011,3.35 


I Great Britain 



1,011,335 


b New Zealand 



121,360 


f South Africa 


• • 

1,041,666 


1 Australia 


ft • 

1,041,666 

1921 . 

• • Canada 


ft • 

1,041,^66 


1 Groat Britain 



1,041,666 


b New Zealand 



125,000 


f South Africa 



523,000 


I Australia 



523,000 

1920 . 

• , ^ Canada 



523,000 


1 Great Britain 

• 


523,000 


b Now Zealand 



62,760 


f South Africa 



293,615 


1 Australia 



293,615 

1919 . 

• . •{ Canada 



293,615 


I Great Britain 



293,615 


b New Zealand 



35,232 


Statement (3) — China, Jap^tn, France and Gerfnany, 

Year. 

f China , 

Country. 


Amount 
in gold 

F rancs. 

1.438,861*32 

1931 . 

J Japan . 

• • 


1,829,278*06 

• * j Franco. • 

• • 


2,418,361*57 


b Germany 

# • 


2,471,087*93 


f China 
: Japan . 

• • 


1,296,798*23 

1930 . 

• # 


1,643,978*37 

• France. • 

• V 


2,174,383*65 


b Germany 

• • 


2,227,110*01 


r China . • 



1,209,981*33 

1929 

J Japan . 

. 


1,530,738-90 


* * 1 France . 

, , 


2,025,284-98 


b Germany 

• 


2,078,011-34 

Mr. K. P. 

Thampan : .May 1 

know whether India lias derived any 


specific benefit by being a member of the League of Nations? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: I should imagine that India has derived the 
boneiit which the rest of the world has derived from the League of Nations. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: In view of the fact that the authority of the 
League Council has not been respected by Japan in regard to the 
Manchurian question, will the Government of India consider the desir- 
ability of stopping their contribution to and withdrawing from the mem- 
bership of the League of Nations? 

>Sir Lancelot Graham: May I know if that arises out of the question? 

Mr. President: 1 thmh it does. ; 

Sir Lancelot Graham: In that case I must reserve my answer: 

Sardar Sant Singh : May I know if India has ever voted independently 

Great Britain in the League of Nations 1 

A 2 
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Sir Lancelot Orabam: I would ask for notice of that question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will ^Government be pleased to consider as a 
measure of retrenchment the reduction of India’s contribution to this 
pleasant club called the League of Nations? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: The Honourable Member is asking the Govern- 
ment to consider whltt is quite impossible. We have either got to remain 
in the J jeague of Nations or not : we cannot reduce our subscription as 
we please. ... 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: Is it a fact that, constituted as at present, India 
only helps Groat Britain to increase its number of votes in the League? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Certainly not. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that other countries have as a 
matter of retrenchment reduced their contributions?. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: It is certainly not a fact. 

Refund TO Employees of the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
OF Deductions from their Salaries. 

863, *Mr. Bhupiit Siiig (on behalf of Eai Bahadur Sukhraj Eai) : Have 
Government decided to refund with interest the amount tb the employees 
of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, that is being- deducted from their 
salaries, if the Department makes profit in future? 

Tbe Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: No, Sir. 

Cuts in Low Pays jn the Local Governments and the Government 

OF India. 

864. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Eai Bahadur Sukhraj Eai) : Is it 
a fact thfit the cut in the Lo(»al Governments affects those whose pay 
above forty, while in the Imperial Government it affects even those whose 
wage is one rupee only? If so; why is this differential treatment? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I presume the Honourable Member 
refers to the distinction which has been made between the two great com- 
mercial departments — that is the Eailways and the Posts and Telegraph^ 
and the other Departments of the Central Government. In the latter 
the cut was at the uniform rate of 10 per cent., subject to the exemption 
of those drawing not more than Es. 40 a month. In the Eailways and 
the Posts and Telegraphs the rate is half an anna in the rupee up 
Es. 30 a month, one anna in the rupee from Rs. 30 to Bs. 83J and 
per cent, on pay in excess of that figure. It was found impossible 
effect the npeessary economies in the two commercial departments, if the 
limit of Es. 40 a month was retained, owing to the fact that the wages 
bill of the lower paid employ<Ss is a very large proportion of the total ps> 
of the staff. 
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865. -Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Eai Bahadur Sukhraj Kai) : (a) 
Is it a fact that Government have applied the cut scheme to the telephone 
operators, with a view to meet the loss incurred by the Postal and Tele- 
graph Branch ? Is it a fact that the telephone branch is not a losing 
concern? 

(b) Will Govemment be pleased to state whether the privileges that 
iirc enjoyed by the Postal and Telegraph employees arc equally enjoyed 
by the telephone operators? If not, w'hat is the reason for such differen- 
tial treatment? 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) The emergency cut in salaries has been applied to' 
Government servants in general, and the question of the profit or loss 
of the Telephone Branch (though it is expected to work at a small profit 
in 1932-33) does not arise in this connexion. 

(h) If by privilege the Honourable Member means all conditions of 
service the reply is in the negative. Conditions, differ in different branches 
of the service, according to the nature of, and other circumstances con- 
nected with, the duties performed. Any scheme of complete uniformity 
would he very extravagant. 


Expenditure on the Ecclesiastical Department. 

866. ’•Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that about Es. 32'46 
lakhs is spent annually on the Ecclesiastical Department in India; and 
the whole of it is non-voted, and charged to civil estimates? If so, why? 

(b) Is it a fact that the General Purposes Eetrenchment Sub-Com- 
mittee unanimously recommended that “the maintenance of the eccle- 
siastical establishments by the Government of India is inconsistent with 
the accepted and avowed policy of religious neutrality and non-discrimina- 
tion in favour of any creed"? 

(c) Do Government propose to put a stop to this expenditure? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The Ecclesiastical Budget esti- 
ni.ilos for 1031-32, including ])rovisiou in the various Area IVnumds, 
amounted to Es. 32*46 laklis, and the revised estimates to Es. 30*47 lakhs, 
ft has always been the praetico to show the expenditure in question in 
the Civil estimates. Under section 67 A (3) (v) of the Government of 
India Act, expenditure which is classified as Ecclesiastical is non-voted. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable ^Member to page 119 of the “Summary 
nf the Eesults of Eetrenchment Operations in Civil Expenditure (including 

n^^ts and Telegraphs but excluding Eailways) and in Military E8timates’^ 
^‘opies of which wore supplied to Members of the House. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
^ report of the Entrenchment Committee has been considered 

this respect by the Government and what is the result of it? 



2362 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [23rd JVIar. 1932* 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Certainly, the report was considered 
by the Government and the result of that consideration was the statement 
to which I have referred, which has been placed in the hands of Honour- 
able Members. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is it not then for the Government of India to 
ask the Secretary of State to have the Governnu nt of India Act amended 
so that tliis expenditure may not be included in it? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No doubt the Government of India 
could do so, but they have not yet found sufficient reason for doing so. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: What are their reasons for not doing it? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I think that the reason for doing 
it first requires to be established. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it not a racial discrimination? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The Government say they arc not going to 
move in this direction and for that they must have some very cogent 
reasons. I want the Honourable Member kindly to inform the House the 
reasons why the Honourable Member is not prepared to do it now; and 
if nor now, will they lay the information on the table hereafter? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am afraid I cannot add to the 
answer I have already given. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the Finance Member said 
in his reply very clearly that the qtiestion is one of policy and not of 
retrenchment ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a- fact that a considerable part of this 
expenditure pertains to the Army Department and if so, why has the 
whole of this expenditure been put on to the civil estimates? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have said in my answer that this 
has been the invariable practice for a long time, but the proper allocation 
of the expenditure is a different matter which Government would he 
quite prepared to consider and indeed we are considering it now. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is the Honourable Member aware that practices 
are changing nowadays and this should also change? 

(No answer was given.) 

Interception of a Telegram sent by Miss Mira Ben. 

867. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly state whether 
the following message from Miss Mira Ben was intercepted? If so, will 
Government please state their reason for such action? 

^‘To 

Tom Williams, M,P., 

House of Commons, 

London. 

Whole nation under rule of drastic ordinances. Tndiawide response to 
oall despite wholesale arrests leaders. Seventy-nine Congress bodies 
unlawful Bombay, forty-five Calcutta. Editor, Bombay Chronicle . arrested - 

lation press expected. Lathi charge and curfew order Cawnpore, lathi charges nri » 
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Benares. Here Principal and two leading; professors arrested dead of night 
Rational college and Mahadevbhai Desai Ashram as suspects. Mrs. Kamaladevi 
Chattopadhayya and eight other ladies arrested Bombay. Secretary, Government ^ of 
India, has issued long misleading statement in which he makes no mention 
Gandhiji^s efforts to secure interview with Viceroy besides other serious misrepresenta 
lions. In view of developing situation would suggest Bertrand Russel joins deputa- 
tion contemplated by Horace Alexander wire acknowledgment this cable — Mira, 

Ahmedabad, 7-1-1932.’* 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: With your permission, Sir, I will 
reply to tnis question and questions Nos. 868 and 869 togt^her. 

The reply to the first part of the questions is in the affirmative. These 
messages were misleading and intended as rnischievious propaganda against 
action which (loveriuiient had been eornpolh'd to take, and at the time 
of their interception they were held, in niy opinion rightly, to be objec- 
tionable and therefore iiiten-epted under the provisions of section 5 of 
the Indian Telegraph Act. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I know what are the particular passages 
which are incorrect or misleading? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: T think my description- of the mes- 
sages applies to them as a whole. 

Interception of a Telegram sent by Miss Mira Ben. 

ISOS. ’'‘Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly state whether 
the following message from Miss Mira Ben was intercepted? If so, will 
Governmont please state their reasons for doing so? 

“To 

Holme.'?, 

12, Park Avenue, 

New York (U. S. A.). 

b'iiio response to national call despite \vhole«ilp arrests leaders and Tndiawide 
rule of dr.istic ordinances. Mahadevbhai Desai arrested Ashram during night 
and Principal with two leading professors National College as suspects. Lathi 
charges reported and from Benares firing, Editor, Bombay Chronicle, arrested strangula- 
tion of Press expected. News of Bapii good — Mira, 


Ahmedabad, 7-1-1932.'* 


Interception of a Telegram sent by Miss Mira Ben. 

1869. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will iGovernment kindly state whether 
the following message from Miss Mira Ben, was intercepted? [f so, wilt 
Government please state their reasons for doing so? 

“To 

RoUand, 

Villeneuve Vaud. 

Mahadev arresited Ashram during night as susjjecb. Fine response national call 
yholesale arrests leaders and Indiawide rule of drastic ordinances, news Bapu 
fiOoa, wire if this and previous cable have reached you — Mira, 

Ahmedabad, 7-1-1932.” 

t For answer to this question, «ee answer to question No. 867. 
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Retrenchment of Officials on State Railways nearing the Age of 

Superannuation. 

870. *Lieiit.-Golonel Sir Henry Oidney: (a) Will Government please 
state whether the clause relating to “those nearing the superannuation age” 
has been applied to officials on State Railways as a measure of retrench- 
ment ? 

(6) ]f the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, how many officers 
have been retrenched for this reason alone’/ 

(a) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, how many officers are 
there on the various State Railways today whose ages are between 52 and 55 
years, i.e., nearing superannuation? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) and (6). No superior officer has recently been 
discharged on State-managed Railways on the ground that he was nearing 
the age of superannuation. 

(c) The number of officers in service on the State-managed Railways 
who were born prior to ^farch, 1880 is 96. This number includes officers on 
leave preparatory to retirement. 

Ideut.-Golonel Sir Henry Oidney: Will the Honourable Member please 
inform this House why is it that no officer nearing the age of superannua- 
tion has been discharged? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: The procedure relating to the discharge of superior 
officers was fully explained to the House in the course of the Budget 
debate by Mr. Hay man, and I have nothing to add to that explanation. 

Lieut. -Golonel Sir Henry Oidney: Will the Honourable Member please 
say whether it is a fact or not that in regard to discharging officers one 
set of rules is applied to officers and another set of rules is applied to 
subordinates? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: No, Sir; it was explained by Mr. Hayman that the 
same rules applied both to officers as well as to subordinates, and I believe 
he gave certain figures to show that the number of subordinate sta 
retrenched as nearing superannuation was very small in proportion to t e 
total number. 

Lieut. -Golonel Sir Henry Oidney: In view of the Honourable 'Member s 
reply, will he kindly inform this House why, if that is the case, no officers 
have been retrenched when the same rules apply ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: As I have already stated, the reasons were 
by Mr. Hayman, and T do not think it is necessary for me to repeat the 
on the floor of the House. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: That is evasion, Sir. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the superannuation age, is it below 

Hr. P. B. Bau: It is 55. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Was not the rule applied in some cases to per- 
sons who had not even reached the age of 50, but were only 47 or 48? 

Mr. P. It. Rau: The rule laid down by the Bailway Board, I think, 
referred to persons nearing the ago of superannuation. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member consider the cases 
of certain individuals where this superannuation rule was applied to persons 
who were below 60 years of age ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am not aware of any particular cases, but as I have 
already- stated, 'the total number was less than 700 out of a total of 
40,000’. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member kindly consider any 
individual eases if they are brought to his notice in which the superannua- 
tion rule was applied to people who were above 47 or 48 blit below 
60 years of age? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Tf the Honourable Member will supply me with n list 
of such cases, I will look into the matter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Thank you. 

Appointment of Director of Regulations and Forms. 

871. * Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the appointment of Estab- 
lishment Officer, Army Department, has been abolished and an appoint- 
fuent designated Director of Regulations and Forms created in its place? 
Tf so, has any saving resulted from this arrangement? 

(6) Is it a fact that the presiait Director of Regulations and Forms is 
paid out of tilt*. Military Estimatt*s, wljcreas the late establishment Officer, 
Army DepartnH*nt, used to bo i)aid from the Civil Estimates? If so, what 
tJiffcreiico lias it i)?'oduced on the total expenditure of Government? 

(c) Is the appointment of Director of Regulations and Forms a perma- 
nent or only a temporary measure? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The i)Ost now held by the Director, Regulations 
and Forms, was created as a lem])oraiy appointment two years ago. with 
practically no extra expense, as the ministerial establishment was found 
from Army He ad (pi aiders, and other officers* posts were reduced then or 
about that time. When the post was made permanent, it ^Aiis found pos- 
sible to dispense with the appointment of Eslablishiuent Officer also, and 
this resulted in a clear saving to Government of the whole of the Establish- 
ment Officer's pay. 

(h) The answer to tlio first portion of this (pieslioii is in the affirmative. 
I have explained in my answer to part (a) how ihe saving was effected. 

(ic) The appointnu'ut is now permanent. Its creation has already led 
to large economies, apart from the I’ediiction of the post of Establishment 
Officer. The expenditure under the lioads now controlled by the Director, 
^Regulations and Forms, lias diminished from Rs. 19,16,000 in 1930-81 to 
^Rs. 16,38,000 in 1931-32, and is estimated at Rs. 16,07,000 in 1932-33. 
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Paymbnt of an Honorarium to Mr. Page of the AROHiEOLOGiOAL 
Department for Preparation of a Buddhist Design. 


872. *Mr. TJppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please state 
if it is a fact that Mr. Page of the Archteological Department prepared 
a design of a Buddhist Vihara for one of the Indian States or a Buddhist 
Association [i few years ago? 

(b) Ilf the repl^^ to part (a) be in the affirmative, did Mr. Page receive 
any honorarium for the work? If so, did Government permit him to 
accept it? 

(c) What was the total amount received by Mr. Page? 

(d) Is such honorarium free from income-tax; if not, has the income- 
tax been recovered from Mr. Page; if not, why not? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a), (b), (c) and (d). Mr. Page prepared a design 
for a Biiddliist Yiliara in Calcutta in 1917 at tlie request of the then 
Director (Icneral of Archieology in India. No honorarium was paid to 
him for tin's work. He was, liowever, paid an honorarium of Its. 3,000 
with tlie permission of (lovernnient for prejiaving tlie design for a teinpli* 
in Mayurbliaiij Stfili*. Tin* question whether income-tax was paid on tht* 
amount is under investigation. 


Report of the Archeological Department. 


873. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please state 
if any date has been fixed by them for the issue of the annual report of 
the Archteologieal Department? If so, has the report for 1931-32 issued*’ 
If not, when is it likely to be issued? 

(6) What is the latest report issued by the Department? Is it a fact 
that the report, for 1927-28 has only recently been issued and otliers are 
still due? Will Government please state why reports are not annually 
issued ? 

(c) Will Government please state who is responsible for this delay and 
what action they propose to take to bring the repoits up to date? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) Yes, the 1st January following the year to which 
the annual report relates. The report for the year 1931-32 has not yet 
been issued. It will app(*ar some time in 1933. 

(6) and (icj. TJie latest report issued by the Archaiologieal Department 
is that for the year 1927-28. It was published in 1931. Reports for tlu- 
subsequent years are still due. The delay is regretted but appears to 
have been due to the complexity of the factors involved in the publication, 
preparation of plates, careful editorial revision by the Director- 
General of Archaeology in India, etc., which have to he regulated with tlic 
utmost car (5 in order to ensure, so far as possible, the technical perfection 
and scholarly accurfic\' for winch the publications of the Department arc 
noted. The pressure r)f administrative work on the officers concerned is 
also a contributory factor. Government are, however, asking the Director' 
General of Archseology in India to examine the possibility of expediting the 
issue of . these Departmental reports, and hope that it will be possible tn 
shorten the time that has so far generally intervened between the appear- 
ance of a report and the period to which it relates. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad.: The Honourable Member did not say anything 
about the Reports for the years 1928-29, 1929-30, and 1930-817 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


2367 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I am afraid the Honourable Member did not follow 
what I did say on that point. I said that the Keports for the subsequent 
years are still due, that is to Siiy, they have not yet been published. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Will the Honourable Member please inform this 
House how often Government have given the same explanation as the 
one contained in the last sentence of the Honourable Member? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai: That, Sir requires, 1 am afraid, a certain amount of 
historical research (Laughter), hut 1 can assure him that within my 
experience of the Department, this is the first time that the answer has 
been given. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Does the Honourable Member contend lhat technical 
perfection and scholarly accuracy are required only in respect of Reports 
of this particular Department or they are required in respect of all Reports 
ill all the Departments? 

.Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 1 should say, Sir, that these are required in all De- 
partments. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Tluai why is this delay of four or five years in this 
part ieiilar Department ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 1 have already stated the reasons, that the 

Reports which this Deparliiient issues are very bulky Reports; they run to 
o(K) to 400 pages, and what is more, they trench upon a field which seems 
to l)(.‘ partieiilavly siiseeptibh* of live* controversy wliether a particular view 
is I'orrec't or not. It seems to bi‘ (»nly right, therefore,' that tlu‘ Direetor- 
(TOiieral of ArelucologN should make sure of the accuracy of the statements 
ho makes. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In view -of the fact that the Report does not deal 
cvqilicitly wa'tli the rosiills of research work, is it di'sirabic to W'ait till the 
controversies iqioii the various theories are solved? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: Wdl, Sir, T do not for a moment subscribe to the 
suggestion of tlie Honourable Member that these Reports do not contain 
|)oints whi(‘h are the results of historical research or careful reflection, and, 
us regards tlur suggestion that the Department might wait until the 
results of research liave been careful I\ tested by other people, I w^ould 
poiiil out that it is oiiIn by publication that the world can have an oppor- 
tunity of testing the n'sults of the researches made by the Department 
of Arch ‘ecology. 

Retrenchment in the Arch.®ologicah Department. 

874. *]Vir. Uppi Sali6b Bahadur: (a) Will Government please state 
if retrenchment has been made in the Archieological Department in 
accordance with the orders issued by the Home Department? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Director General of Archeology made an 
arbitrary selection of personnel for retrenchment without consulting any of 
me Provincial Superintendents? If so, why? 

(o) Did the Director General keep in view' the question of maintaining 
communal proportion in each category and class of appointments? If not, 
why not? 

vr ^ ^®ct that the proportion of the Hindus as compared to 

"luslims has increased, so far as their proportion before retrenchment is 

concerned? 
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Mr. O. S. Bsjpai: (a) Yes, so far as practicable. 

(i6) The Director-General of Archaeology had to use his own discretior 
in the matter as the urgent need for economy did not permit of consulta 
tion with Circle Superintendents. . 

(c) The answer to the first part of the quesiion is in the affirmative. Th( 
second part does, not therefore arise. 

(d) The proportion of the Hindus has increased by 1*3 per cent. 

Abolition of the Post of Assistant Enginebb, Aroh.®ological 
Department, Agra. 

875. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that the United Pro 
vinces Government have refused to take over conservation in the Unitec 
Provinces? 

(b) If so, will Government please stale reasons for their abolishing 
the post of Assistant Engineer attached to the office of the Archosologica 
.Superintendent, Agra? 

(o) What is the total amount of money spent on conservation both ii 
the Agra and Lahore Circles of the Department? 

(d) Is it a fact that there is an Assistant Engineer at Lahore? If so 
how do Government justify the abolition of the post of the Engineer a 
Agra leaving only the Superintendent to supervise the wliole work? Is i 
a fact that the work is on the increase there in comparison with the 
Lahore Circle? 

(e) Do Government propose to consider the question of the appoint 
ment of the engineer :it Agra? 

Mr, a. S. Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(b) Tlie post has been abolished as a measure of retrenchment. 

(cj) A statement giving figures for the last three years is laid on tin 
table. 

(d) and (e). There is an Assistant Engineer at Lahore, but the questioi 
of retransferring the execution of Central archieological works to tli(^ 
vincial Public Works Department in the Punjab is under cf)nsideratioa 
There was more work in the Agra Circle before than in the Lahore, (circle 
but the drastic reduction in the future provision for constawation 
makes it impossible to say how the rcquireiTumts of tlie two circlt*s n 
this respect will compare in future and whether it will be fiossibh’ to eniplo; 
an Engineer for Agra. 

Statement showing the figures of expenditure on conservation in the Lahore and Agra OircU 
for the gears 1928-29, 1929-30 and 1930-31. 

Lahore Circle. Agra Circle. 

Rs. Rs. 

1 , 07 , 25 !) 1 , 49,589 

1 , 02,668 1 , 28,686 

l , 05„325 1 , 16,175 

Percentage of Hindus and Muslims in the AROHiBOLOGiCAL 

Department. 

876. ♦Mr. UppI Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please 
, the number of (1) Epigraphical Assistants, Assistant 
i Munshis, (2) Photographers, (S) Draftsmen Photographers, (4) Model 


Years. 


1928 - 29 

1929 - 30 

1930 - 31 
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and (5) Stenographers, in the Archaeological Department, both Hindus and 
Muslims and their percentage before and after retrenchment? 

(b) Is it a fact that nU the Muslims in these categories have been re- 
trenched? If so, what steps do Government propose to t.ake to remove 
this inequality? 

Mr. Cl. S. Ba|pai: (a) and (6). I place on the table of the House a 
statement wliicli shows the result of retrenchment in the clerical and other 
siibordinatf' (Categories of the staff of tlie Archaeological Survey of India in 
eornplett' detail. Honourable Members will observe from this that while 
in some (categories Muslims have suffered more than a strictly proportionate 
reduction, in others Hindus have been similarly dealt with, and that, taking, 
the staff as a whole, the liiirden of sacrifice has Ixuni equitably distributed. 


Statement showhig number of Himhis and Muslims in the Archaeological Deparlment 
before and after retrenchment (excluding members of other cemmunities.) 


Categories. 


No. of Hindus 


Before 

retronch- 

ment. 


1. Superintendent (K.s. 350 — 25 — 600) . 1 

2. Assistants (Rs. 120 -350) . . j 3 

3. Clerks (including Hoad clerks in circle 

ofTices) on salaries varying from Rs. 40' 
to 125-5 -175 . * . . . 31 

4. Stenographers (varying from Rs, 70— 

5 -100 to 150 -400) ... 3 

5. Photographers (varying from Rs. 65 

- -5- -130 to Rs. 150 -5 -250) . 10 

6. Draftsmen (varying from Hs. 60 to 

Rs. 250) . : . . . 11 

7. Kxcavatioii Assistants (Rs. 250 — 10 

- 350) 5» 

8. Conservation Assistants (Rs. 150 — 

10—350) 4 

9. Mechanics (Rs. 25). . . . | 1 

10. Sub-ovorsoers (Rs. 75— -5 — 125) . i 3 

11. Gallery Assistants, Custodians, Cii- 

rators and Marksmen (varying from I 
Rs. 30—5- 50 to Rs. 200 -10— ' 

350) 6 

12. Photoprinters (Rs. 30 — 1 — 50) . 2 

13. Modellers (varying from Rs. 75 — 5 — i 

150toRs. 100— 10— 200) . . 1 

14. Reader, Munshi, Epigraphical Assis- 

tants, Assistant Suvoyor (varying I 
from Rs. 100—5—160 to Rs. 150— 
10—260) 

ir>. Laboratory Assistants (Rs. 30 — 3- - * 

60 and 60—120) . . . • 1 

16. Storekeeper and Head Mason (Rs. 40 | 
and Rs. 51) 


After ! 
rotrench- 
rnont . 


24 

3 

0 


3 

1 

3 


8t 

2 


No. of Muslims 

i 

Before j After 
retrench- ; retrench- 
ment. ! ment. 


15 

1 

2 

2 


2t 


1 

14 


3 

1 

3 

*2 



Total . 

90 

72 

37 

i 28 






i 


t Vide remarks against item 7. 

t One re-employed (after retrenchment) as Draftsman and included 

No. 6. 


No. 11. 
category 
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Retbenohment of Muslim Railway Servants. 


877. Uppi Salieb Bahadur: (a) Are Government aware that the 

operation of retrenchment in the Puiijab has caused widespread complaint 
among iMu&lim employees, in that the principles governing discharge of 
Railway employees as laid down in rule (6j of the rules regarding the dis- 
charge and dismissal of State Railway servants have not been properly 
observed and that no serious attempt has been made to allovifite distiess by 
absorbing the discharged servants in other branches of service ? 

(6) Are Government aware that there is a feeling among Muslims that 
in effecting retrenchment, subordinate officials belonging to other com- 
munities have been able to manoeuvre high officials into making discri- 
mination against efficient Muslim employees thereby defeating the object 
of the repeated assurances given by tlie Honourable Sir George Rainy and 
other high authorities to the effect that special attention would be devoted 
/to the equitable claim of the Muslims? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) .l*]xcepf for the fa(d pointed out in paragra])h 11 of 
Mr. Hassan s report that two divisions of llie North Western Railway over- 
looked the instructions of the Agent that the percentage^ of ^luslims and 
minority communities must be maintained in Ihe same proportion ms 
before retrenchment. Government are not aware that the operation of 
retrenchment lias caused widespread complaint among Muslim employc'os. 

(b) No, Sir. Government consider there is no ground for such a 
feeling. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Memb(‘r has just stated that the 
retrenchment has not created widespread dissatisfaction. Tf the* Honour- 
able Member go into the country and ns(‘ortain tlie true facts, he will 
realise that that is not correct. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I said that it had not caused widespread complaint 
among Muslim employees in particular, but obviously any scheme of re- 
trenchment must cause widespread discontent among employees in 
general. 


Water Supply of Ajmer. 

878. ♦Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
please state whether it is a fact, (i) that no filtered water is supplied to 
the citizens of Ajmer by the Ajmer Municipal Board, (ii) that the water 
supplied by the said Board to its citizens is kept for several days m 
little tanks exposed to all sorts of nuisance and unprotected by barriers, and 
<iii) that a sufficient quantity of water is not supplied to the citizens of 
Ajmer? 

(b) Will Government please state whether they arc aware (i) thnt 
throughout the whole day refuse and night-soil carts ply in the 
streets of Ajmer city, (ii) that night-soil mixed with foul water 
carried in the said carts in contravention of the rules framed for their re- 
moval, (iii) that sweepers are allowed and directed to throw foul water id 
the streets and in the lanes even at the time when a few drops of water 
happen to fall from the sky in the Ajmer city, (iv) that the water supphed 
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to Ajmer citizens for drinking has been declared unfit for human consump- 
tion by the Health Officer in the past years several times, and (v) that 
no steps for purifying the water has been taken by the Municipal Board 
and people are obliged to use the same dirty water? 

(c) Are Government aware that Mr. G. VV. Disney, the Sanitary 
Engineer, Eastern Bengal and Assam, has passed the remark that efficient 
water works mean a large saving ol human life and of much misery? 

(d) If what are stated above are facts, what steps do Government pro- 
pose to take to set matters right in interest of the public? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With your permission, Sir, 1 propose to answer 
questions Nos. 878 and 879 together. The information is being collected 
and will be given to the House in due course. 


Management of the Finances of the Municipal Boabd, Ajmer. 

‘879. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
state whether (i) it is a fact that a sum nf Es. 0.5^88-1-8 was written off as 
no papers concerniTig the said sum were treaceable by the Municipal Board, 
Ajmer, (ii) tlu^v are aware that no heed is being paid by the said Board 
to the Governmi'ut auditor’s ohjeciions that sanction of the General ConF 
niittoc to grant arlvances does not appear to have been obtained in any case 
and that grant of advances of big amounts to the members of the Com- 
fuittee and their non-adjustment for long periods is a serious irregularity, 
and that no advances be made to a member for the execution of w’ork oi 
for the purchase of articles, and (iii) it is a fact that, in 1931, the Ajmer 
Municipal Board spent Es. 337-5-4 more than the amount sanctioned b^ 
the Chief Coinmissiouer for the maintenance of suburban roads? 

(h) If what are stated above are facts, what steps do Government pro- 
l>o?c to take to set right the management of pecuniary matters of the 
Municipal Board, Ajmer? 

\ 

Increase of Superior Officers on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

880. ’'Mr. N. M. Joshi: (a) Will Government he pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that since the formation of the T^orsonnel Branch of the Eastern 
llengal Railway the number of superior officers has been increased from one 
to three at an increased cost of Es. 1,500 per mensem approximately? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the justification of this increase in expenditure when 
thousands of subordinate employees have been retrenched and several 
thousands are under the retrenchment axe? 

Mr. P. R, Rau: (ul I am informed that the reorganisation of the 
arrangements for Personnel work in the Headquarters Offices of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway has been effected without an increase in the num- 
ber of superior officers who w^ere formerly engaged on Establishment work 
5n these offices. 

(•b) Does not arise. 


fFor answer to this question, we answer to question No. 878. 


2362 . LEOISLATIVK ASSEMBLY.' [23bD MaR. J932. 

Alijiqbd Threatening oe Muslim Clerks in the Railway CLEARiNa 

Accounts Office. 

J 

881. *Mr. M. Maswood Alimad: Are Government awnre that R, B 
Faqir Chand, Deputy Director, Railway Clearing Accounts Office,, 
thireatens Muslim clerks of this office that he would retrench them i/ they 
would form or join a Muslim Union? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I understand that there is no foundation for the allega- 
tion. 


Paysheets of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

882. ’*‘Mr. M. Maswood Alimad: Will Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a true copy of the paysheets of the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office for the month of January, 1932? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: If my Honourable friend had known that the pay sheets 
of the Clearing Accounts Office consist of 123 pages, 27" x 17'' in sizt?. 
exclusive of about BOO deduction lists, etc., I am sure he would not have 
made this request. 

Seniority List op the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

883. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government b? pleased to lay 
on the table an up-to-date copy of the seniority list of the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government regret that they are unable to place on 
the table documents of purely departmental interest. 

Alleged Injustices to Muslim Employees on the East Indian Railway. 

884. *Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy; (a) Is it a fact that the Railway 
BoaM was requested to appoint a special committee to redress the injustice 
done to the Muslim employees under the Crew System in the East Indian 
Railway ? 

(6) If FO, what action, if any, was taken by the Railway Board? 

(c) Is it a fact that the posts of two Passenger Superintendents who held 
the ranks of Subedar and Jemadar were retrenched? 

(d) Were the two retrenched officers provided in the T. T. E. staff? 

(e) Is it a fact that the senior officer was given lower rank and pay? 
What are their names? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government are unable to trace that any such 
request was made. 

(b) Does not arise. 

.. (c), (d) and {e). Information is being obtained from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and a reply laid on the table in due course. 
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Terms fob Discharge of Railway Employees. 

885. *Sir Abdullah Subrawaordy: (a) Is it a fact that clause V, sub- 
clause 2, of the circular issued by the Railway Board .to the Agents on 3rd 
March, 1931, directed that, ‘‘Employees discharged fr«an the services on 
reduction of establishment should be gi anted all leave on full or average 
pay at their credit subject to a maximum of four months, provided if such 
leave at their credit is less than one month, they should in lion of it 
be allowed one month’s pay in lieu of notice. When under these orders 
leave of not less 'than one month is granted it should be made clear to the 
employee that his service will not be required on the termination of his 
leave and that he will not be entitled to, a further notice of discharge or pay 
in lieu of such notice*'? 

(b) Was the benefit of the above rule given to the persons acting in 
the Crew Department of the Bast Indian Railway? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. S. Bau: (a) Yes. 

(b) I have called for information from the Agent, East Indian Railway, 
and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Lack of a Waiting Room at Kosma. 

8S6. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 

there is no waiting room at Kosma, a station on the Shikohabad-Earrukha- 
bad Branch of the East Indian Railway ? 

(b) Do Government propose to include the cost of its construction 
in the next year’s Budget? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government are not aware of the arrangements at this 
particular station. I am sending a copy of the Honourable Member’s 
question to tlic Agent of the East Indian Railway, but it is unlikely that 
he will he able to find funds for any alteration in the station buildings 
next year. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The cost of providing a shed at a' small' station 
hardly exceeds a couple of hundred rupees. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am afraid I am unable to reply that question 
■without notice. ^ * 

Allowances permitted for certain Prisoners ^a&AiNBD under 
Regulation TIT of 1818. vi:: 

887. ’*'Mr. K. 0. Neogy: («) Will Government be pleased to state what „ 
allowances have been fixed in the cases of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Mr. Subhag' 
Chandra Bose and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who are now detained under 
Bengal State Prisoners Regulation III of 1818? 

(b) What circumstances have been taken into consideration by Gov^fn^* 
Ji^ent in fixing the said allowances and determining their adequacjj& *‘to t^e 
supply** of the detenu's “own wants and those of his family, according 

, ^0 their rank in life”? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the reports received 
^nder section 6 of the said Regulation as regards these State prisoners? 

B 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Allowances totalling Ks. 167 a 
month plus a sum of Rs. 294 for the purchase of clothes, furniture and 
other necessaries have been sanctioned for Mr. Sen Gupta himself and 
Rs. 1,000 a month for the support of his family. 

As regards Mr. Subash Chandra Bose, I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer I gave on the 2nd March to Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhorifi^'s question No. 600. 

No allowances have yet been fixed for Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose whose 
case is still under the consideration of the Government of Bengal. 

(0) The status in life of the State Prisoner and his own wants and 
those of his family. 

(c) I am not prepared to lay the reports which have been submitted 
for the infomiation of the Governor General in Council on the table. I 
may say, however, that the reports show that the degree of confinement 
to which these 'State Prisoners are subjected to is not liable to injure their 
health. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Has the Honourable Member's attention been drawn 
to certain Press reports r€'garding the state of health of Mr. Subash 
Chandra Bose, particularly to the complaint that he is not allow^cd to go 
out, exce])t within the limited space of a small courtyard, for taking his 
walking exercise? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: [ have not seen Ihe Press report 
to which the Honourable Member has referred. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: ]\ray J take it that the reports fhal the Honourable 
Member has received under section 6 of the Regulation do not mention 
anything about the health of these prisoners ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: Yes. T imdorstand that their hcaltli 
is satisfactory. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is the Honourable Member in a position to give 
us the date of the latest rcpoiii received on the subject? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I do not remember the precise date. 

I must ask for notice of that. 

Reports ox the Health axo Treatment of certain Prisoners. 

888. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) What authorities have been instructed by 
Government to visit Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and what instructions have been given to such 
authorities under section 4 of Bengal State. Prisoners Regulation HI' of 
1818? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table such reports, a* 
may have been received under .section 4 of the said Regulation, regarding 
the health and treatment of each of the said prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The Deputy Commissioner, 
Jalpaiguri, in the case of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and the Resident » 
Divisional Magistrate, Seoni, in the cases of the two latter. The 
fions issued require the officers appointed to visit and report on the h a 
Prisoners once a mouth. 
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(6) I am not prepared to lay copies of reports on the table. I may 
state however for the Honourable Member’s information that the latest 
reports show that Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, who before his detention was in 
indifferent health, is doing as well as can be expected. The present state 
of health of both the other prisoners is reported to be fair. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners. 

889. *Bliai Panna Nand: (a) Is it a fact that the running train checking 
staff was from its very start getting mileage allowance, like guards as 
part of their pay? 

(6) Is it a fact that at the time of introducing the crew system, the 
Travelling Ticket Examiners were getting average allowance and ticket 
collectors under them were getting mileage allowance? 

(c) Is it a fact that from time to time special modes of checking were 
introduced, but ultimately the work of Travelling Ticket Examiners only was 
appreciated and maintained? 

(d) Is it a fact that the work of the former Special Ticket Examiners 
was recently condemned by the Agent of the North Western Railway? 

(e) Will Government please state whether by changing the cadre of 
Travelling Ticket Examiners to Special Ticket Examiners and by reducing 
their mileage allowance (daily allowance), the authorities have lightened 
their duties also; if not, what was the reason for this reduction? 

(f) Is it a fact that the emoluments of other running staff like guards, 
etc., have also been reduced? If not, why not? 

(g) Is it not a fact that while the train is running, the checkers are 
busy at their work, while the guards sit in the brake and do nothing? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the majority of the former Travelling Ticket 
Examiners were recruited from among the guards and are Government 
aware that the present reduction of allowance affects them very injuri- 
ously ? 

(?) Will Government lay on the table a comparative statement of income 
earned by Travelling Ticket Examiners and by other modes of checking? 

(;) Are Govorninciit contemplating the reduction of a guard’s mileage 
allowance, if not, wliat is the reason for differential treatment? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Yes, as part of their pay and subject to a maximum 
of 75 per cent, of pay. 

(b) and (h). Information will be obtained and a reply will be laid on 
the table in due course. 

(o) Special modes of chocking have been introduced from time lo time. 
Travelling Ticket Examiners wore under the control of the Chief Auditor 
prior to 1028 when the organization for ticket checking was transferred to 
the control of the Commercial Branch. After further investigation, the 
present system was introduced in the year 1931 in order to secure perma- 
nent economy without detriment to efficiency. 

(d) No. 

(e) By abolishing the cadre of Travelling Ticket Examiners and absorb- 
ing them m the cadre of Special Ticket Examiners the work of Special 
Ticket Examiners who were formerly Travelling Ticket Examiners has been 

B 2 
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lightened, in that previously their duties were entirely connected with the 
checking of passengers* tickets in running trains, whereas under the new 
organization they are not exclusively employed on running trains but are 
employed for station duties also. 

(/) and (;). The rates of pay and allowances of other running staff, 
e.g,, Guardso etc., have not been reduced as their duties remain the same. 

{g) No. 

(i) The information is not readily available. I may add that the 
sorcalled earnings of Ticket Examining staff do not furnish a true measure 
of the efficiency of any particular system. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
say whether the grievances of these Ticket Examiners were brought to 
the notice of and were considered by the Railway Court of Enquiry? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: T believe it was considered by them. 

Mr. Iialchand Navalrai: Can the Honourable Member say how it was 
disposed of? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: To the best of my recollection, there are no special 
recommendations made on this subject, as they thought it was outside 
the scope of their enquiry. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: If this was considered by the Court of Enquiry, 
then it would have been mentioned somewhere in the report. Is any re- 
ference made in the report of the Court of Enquiry? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I cannot at this moment lay my hand on any parti- 
cular passage, but to the best of my recollection, as T said, they did not 
go into it in detail as they considered that it was outside the scope of 
their enquiry. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: You may take it from me that it was not 
t'onsidered by them. Has the Honourable Member noticed the num])er 
of. questions that have been asked about T. T. I.'s and T. T. E.’s in this 
Assembly ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I can claim to be excused from replying to further 
questions on that subject on that very ground. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it not a fact that some of these T. T. I.’s 
visit the houses of M. L. A. ’s and get these questions put in the Assembly? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The very fact that these things are asked clearly 
shows that they have been wronged. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I know that there is a considerable amount of feeling 
on the subject. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners. 

890. *Bhai Parma Nand: (d) Is it not a fact that in June, 1912, the 
matter of reduction of allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners was 
thoroughly considered and it was decided that the Travelling Tipket 
Examiners were entitled to mileage 'allowances? 
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(6) Ts ifi a fact that while the daily allowance is given, the checking 
staff is required to work at night? Is this permissible under the rules? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the mileage allowance of the Travelling Thicket 
Examiners was a part of the terms and conditions of their service? 

(d) Is it not a fact that while reducing the allowance of the Travelling 
Ticket Examiners the authority gave them one day's notice only requiring 
them either to accept the reduction or consider themselves dismissed; if 
so, was this permissible under the Fundamental Buies or any other rules? 

(e) Will Government please state whether the reduction made is per* 
missible under Fundamental Buie No. 15? 

(/) Is it a fact that Travelling Ticket Examiners were also put to work 
at stations on certain occasions and what allowances were they paid for 
that period? 

(g) If the answer to part (/) of the preceding question is in the negative 
and the duties of the Special Ticket Examiners, formerly Travelling Ticket 
Examiners, are not lightened and their work is the same, will Government 
please state the reasons why their allowances have been reduced, when 
those of other running staff are maintained intact? 

Mr. P. B. Rau: (a) Information is not available as to what happened 
in this respect during 1012. 

(b) The reply to both questions is in the affirmative. 

(c) Yes, so long as the posts of Travelling Ticket Examiners existed. 

(d) I understand that the staff were not advised that they w^ould be 
dismissed in the alternative. 

(e) Fundamental Buie No. 15 does not apply to cases of this nature. 

(/) Information is not available. 

(g) Does not arise, as the duties are different. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Arising out of the Honourable Mem- 
her s reply, to pari (c) of this question, is it or is it not a fact that the 
travelling allowance those men are now leceiving is not 1/lOlh of what 
they were receiving before? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Possibly, Sir, but I cannot say off hand that the 
figures are accurate. 

Ideut.-Golonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is the Honourable Member aware 
of the fact that this is not honest retrenchment? 

Mr. P. R, Rau: I did not hear the Honourable Member. Will he 
please repeat the question? 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: What is the use. Sir? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it a fact, as was pointed out in one case, 
that an officer chocked a bogie camago and found B7 out of 42 passengers 
^ere without tickets? 

Mr. P. B, Rau: Tlie Honourable Member is giving me information. 
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Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is it a fact or not a fact that when 
the allowaiK^e of the T. T. E/s was reduced by the Agents of the various 
railways, the T. T. E.’s were threatened that if they did not accept the 
reduction they would be dismissed from service? 

Mr. P, R. Ran: I have just replied to that question. I understand 
from tlie Agent of the North Western Railway that it is not a fact. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Does this apply to the Eastern Bengal 
.Railway or not? 


Mr. P. R, Rau: I want notice of that question. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member make 
inquiries? T say it is a fact. 

Mr. P. R. Rau: If the Honourable Member will give me notice of that 
question, I will make inquiries. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Does this not apply to the East Indian Railway 
as well? 

(No reply w’as given.) 

Recruitment of Muslims in Government Offices. 

891. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
the Home Department issued orders on 17th July, 1981, to the effect that 
Muslims employed temporarily who had hot passed the examination of the 
Public Service Commission may be allowed to hold their appointments 
without being replaced by qualified non-Muslims until passed Muslim candi- 
dates became available? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Army Department issued instructions to the 
Army and, Royal Air Force Headquarters on 20th August, 1931, that the 
vacancies reserved for minority communities must be given to Hindus? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Army Department communicated to the Army 
and Royal Air Force Headquarters a copy of the Home Department orders 
referred to in part (a) in September, 1931 ? 

(d) Is it a fact, that four Muslims were discharged from the Quarter- 

master General's Branch on the 6th October, 1931, and replaced by 
Hindus ? ! 

(jz) Is it a' fact that the Army Department cancelled their instructions 
referred to at part (6) on the 7th October, 1931? 

(/) Is it a fact that the four Muslims referred to in part (d) were re- 
instated on the 8th October, 1931, and an equal number of Hindus were 
discharged instead? 

(g) Is it a fact that three Muslims were discharged from the Medical 
Directorate on the 9th October, 1931? 

(h) If the answers to the above be in the affirmative, will Qovernnieni 
state the circumstances in which: 

(i) the Home Department orders mentioned in part (a) were issuedi 

(ii) the Army Department instructions mentioned in part (b) 

issued and subsequently cancelled. 
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(iii) the four Muslims mentioned in part (/) were discharged and re- 

instated, 

(iv) the Army Department took full two months in communicating 

the Home Department orders mentioned in part (a) to the 

Army and Eoyal Air Force Headquarters, 

(v) the three Muslims mentioned in part (g) were discharged? 

(i) Is it a fact that three out of the four Muslims referred to at parts (d) 
and (/) were again discharged on the 1st March, 1932? If so, why? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) No, Sir. The orders were to the effect that 
temporary appointments of unqualified Aluslims and lady clerks might be 
made, or retained, in those posts only which were intended to be held 
pc'nnanently by Muslim or lady clerks as the case might be. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given to part (a) of Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman’s starred question No. 043 on 
the 24th September, 1931. The instructions issued by the Army Depart- 
ment were shortly afterwards withdrawn. They would have involved the 
tilling up of certain posts by the only qualified candidates then available, 
who were Hindus. 

(c) The orders referred to in part (a) of the question were issued to 
the Public Service Commission, who communicated them' to the Army 
Department on the 17th SViptomber. The Army Department communi- 
cated the orders to all Branches of Army Headquarters on tlie 18th 
September and cancelled tlieir previous instructions on the 6th October. 

(d) No, Sir. Notices of discharge were issued, and withdrawn before 
they took effect in the case of 3 out of 4 Muslim clerks. The fourth clerk 
was discharged about the 5th October, but was T*e-employed from the 13th 
October. No clerk was repliiced by a Hindu. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply which I have just 
given to part (d). 

(g) Yes, because these clerks were not employed in vacancies intended 
for members of their community, 

(h) (i). The circumstances were the failure of Muslim candidates to 
qualify for vacancies which had been set apart for them. 

(h) (ii), (iii), and (v). The answers have been given in my replies to 
previous parts. 

{h) (iv). It is not the case that the Aimy Department took two months 
to act upon the orders. 

(0 Yes. The ministerial establishment of the Quartermaster-Oenerars 
Branch was subsequently reduced as paiii of the general retrenchment. As 
these clerks were temporary and unqualified, and considered the least effi- 
cient, there was no alternative but to select them for retrenchment before 
others. 

Ur. Oaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that unqualified clerks who 
failed at the examination two years ago are being retained in the office, and 
trained at the expense of the State, in order that they may be able to 
pass at the next examination, while candidates belonging to other communi- 
ties who duly passed at the open competitive examination are not being 
offered employment? 
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Mr. G. M. Young: I cannot say about other clerks. The clerks jEo wUbm 
I have referred have not been retained. 

Mr. G-aya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that this concession of allowing 
failed candidates to continue in service until such time as they can pass 
the examination applies only to lady clerks and Muslims; and if so, are 
Governiiamt prepared to extend this concession to other minority communi. 
ties also? If not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: I must ask for notice of that question. 


Retrenchments in the Army Department. 

802. ♦Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that 
in November, 1931 about a dozen appointments were retrenched in the 
Army Department? 

(6) If so, will Government state the age, length of service and salary 
at the time of retrenchment of the men concerned? 

(c) Is it a fact that one of the men (an Indian) retrenched by the Army 
Secretary had less than 20 years’ service at the time of retrenchment? 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Army Department extensions of service have 
been granted to a man belonging to the European community for the last 
five years and another extension of service after the age of 60 has been 
granted ? 

(e) Will Government explain why the appointment mentioned in part 
(d) was not retrenched in preference to that mentioned in part (c) ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) 12 appointments were retrenched; 9 men were 
discharged and 3 vacant posts were not filled up. 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) and (d). Yes. 

(e) The European clerk in question was recruited at the ago of 43, and 
has, therefore, only 17 years’ s^ervice. He is a clerk of outstanding ability 
and industry. He was retained at the time of retrenchment, and has been 
given his latest extension entirely in the interests of efficiency. Under 
Fundamental Rule 56, a ministerial servant should ordinarily be retained 
in the service, if he continues to be efficient, up to the age of 60 and may 
be retained thereafter in very special circumstances, which have to be 
recorded in writing. I lay on the table a copy of the order recorded at the 
time that the extension in question was granted. The selection of indi- 
viduals for retrenchment was canned out, in conformity with the principles 
laid down by Government, by a Committee consisting of all the officers in 
the Department, whose conclusions in each case were unanimous. The 
clerk referred to in part (c) of the question was the only clerk with less than 
20 years’ service who was retrenched. He was discharged on the first of 
the grounds laid down for compulsory retirement, viz., his work was 
considered to be so consistently unsatisfactory that to retain him on the 
cadre, while others were discharged from it, would have been unjustifiable. 
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SkUement showing the age, length of service and salary of the personnel retrenched from the 

Army Department. 


Serial 

No. 

Name. 

i 

Ago 


1 

Length 

of 

service. 

Salary 

per 

mensem. 








Y. 

M. 

y. 

M. 

Rs, 

1 

Mr. A. P. Bates 


• 


• 


53 

5 

31 

7 

1,000 

2 

K. S., H. B. Ghosh 


• 


• 

. 

60 

9 

27 

5 

800 

3 

R. S., S. Banorjeo 


• 




61 

0 

27 

7 

800 

4 

Mr. W. G. Macleod 


• 




50 

11 

' 32 

10 

760 

5 

Mr. R. A. Pereira 





. 

1 43 

4 

24 

8 

500 

6 

Mr. G. I. Cunliffo 






! 48 

1 

3 

29 

5 

365 

7 

Mr. N. C. Banorjee 





I 

1 

I 

! 60 

1 

1 

. 26 

1 

2 

260 

8 

Mr. U. N. Bose 





j 

40 

0 

15 

4 

260 

9 

Mr. M. N. Banerjoe 

• 

• 

• 

• 

! 

49 

4 

24 

9 

196 


Fundamental Hide 66 (6). 

The grant of an extension to a ministerial servant after he attains the age of 
60, can only he sanctioned for very exceptional reasons, which' must be recorded in 
writing. 

2. Mr. S.*s great handicap has been the fact that he entered Government service 
when he was 43 years old, and has thus got only 17 years’ qualifying service to his 
credit. Had he started service at the normal age he would no doubt have been at 
least in the Superintendent’s grade i>y now.* Although 60 years of age, he is in 
full vigour and in the best oi' health and bodily condition. Perhaps it 
would not be out of place to mention that last winter he met with a serious motor 
accident, when he was knocked down senseless by a passing motor car ; but this acci- 
dent has not in the least affected his physical or mental condition. lie is extremely 
useful; and it is contemplated, when another Upper Time scale assistant proceeds on 
long leave next March, to place him in charge of a Section. We have recently carried 
out heavy retrenchments in the office establishment, and have still to reduce three 
more First Division appointments gradually on the occurrence of vacancies. So that, 
if Mr. S. is made to retire, no replacement would be permissible in his place. With 
the retrenchments that have already been made, it w’ould not be in the public interest 
to dispense with the services of this fully trained and very useful assistant .it the 
present moment. 

(Sd.) A. P. DUBE. 

15th February 1932. 

I agree, for the fibovo reason.^, that Mr. S. should be granted a year’s extension 
from the date on which he attains the age of 60. 

(Sd.) G. M. YOUNG, 

16th February. 1932. 

* I agree: his work and particularlv his noting are of an unusually high atand.ard. 

(Sd.) G. M. YOUNG. 

Haulvi Sa3ryid Murtuza Sabeb Bahadur: May I Icnow the special 
circumstances under which a man over 60 was entertained. • 

Mr. O. K. Tonng: I have just laid a copy of the order on the table. 
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Maulvl Sayyid Hurtusa Sah«b Bahadur: lAHll the Honourable Member 
kindly enlighten the House on the order? 

Hr. O. M. Young: I have laid a copy of the order on the table of the 
House. That is the best way, I think, of enlightening the House. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: What were the special 
reasons? 

Mr. G. M. Young: They are given in the orders I am placing on the 
table. 

CoMMUjr,4L Composition of the Establishment and Cash Sections 

OF THE Akmy Department. 

898. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether the work relating to recruitment, discharge, 
promotion, etc., of clerks in the Army Department and offices subordinate 
to it is done in the Establishment or Cash Section? 

(b) Will Government state the communal composition of the establish- 
ment of the sections mentioned above? 

(c) Is it a fact that within the memory of the present generation the 
charge of any of the sections mentioned above was never held by a 
Muslim? 

(d) Is it a fact that Muslims have been excluded from the Establish- 
ment or Cash sections of the Army Department, the Adjutant General's' 
Branch, the Eoyal Air Force Headquarters, the Military Secretary's 
Branch, the office of the Judge Advocate General, the office of the Assistant 
Director of Ordnance Services (Provision), and the Contract Directorate? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is only one Muslim clerk in the Cash sections 
of each of the General StaflE Branch, the Quartermaster GeneraPs Branch 
and the Engineer-in-Chief's Branch? 

(/) Is it a fact that amongst the 12 recipients of the Cashier's allowance 
under the Array Department there is only one Muslim? 

(g) Have Government authorised the Army Department to follow a 
policy whereby Muslims should be excluded from establishment or Cash 
sections? If so, why? 

(h) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of instructing 
the Army Department so to arrange things by inter- sectional transfers that 
at least one-third of the appointments of the establishment and Cash 
sections under him are given to Muslims? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. One Muslim held such a post 
recently. 

(d) No, Sir. 

(e) The reply is in the affirmative so far as the Engineer-in-ChiePs 
Branch is concerned. There is no separate cash section in either of the 
other Branches. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) Certainly not. 

(h) No, Sir.^ 
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Statement showing the communal composition of the sections in the A rmy Department, 
Army and Royal Air Force Hcarlquarters, dealing with establishments. 


Office. 

Hindus. 

1 

.'® 

50 

s 

X 

s 

a 

75 

o 

Anglo- 

Indians. 

2 

1 

O 

Total. 

Army Department . 

8 

1 





9 

General Staff Branch 

8 

2 


1 

, , 


11 

Adjutant General’s Branch 

5 


1 

1 

• • 


7 

♦Quartermaster General’s Branch 

(including 

1 Short- 
hand- 
writcr). 

10 

1 10 

1 

1 

• • 

t3 

25 

Master General of Ordnance 1 
Branch ... 

i 

1 

6 

1 

1 



1 

7 

Military Secretary’s Branch 

2 ! 



. , 

, , 


2 

Enginoor-in- Chief’s Branch 

1 1 

1 1 

. , 

, , 

1 

. , 

3 

Medical Directorate . 

i 





, . 

3 

Judge Advocate General’s Branch 

1 1 




, , 

, , 

1 

Assistant Military Secretary 
(Personal) . . . . 1 

1 

1 

1 




1 

1 

Director of Contracts 


• • 

I 

i 

. . 

. . 

3 

Assistant Director of Ordnance 
Services (Provision) 

2 

• # 

i 

. . ! 

1 



2 

tRoyal Air Force Headquarters 

10 

1 

3 

3 

"i 1 

• • 

• • 

i 17 

1 


♦ The work is done in one of the six sub-sections* 
f 2 Europeans, 1 Jain. 

t The section is known as the Central section. 


Definition of “ Inefficiency ” for Purposes of Retrenchment. 

894. ♦ Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Have Government 
prescribed that one of the grounds on which permanent Government 
servants may be retrenched is inefficiency? 

(6) Will Government state whether there have recently been any 
instances in which permanent Government servants have been retrenched 
for inefficiency? If so, will Government state the criteria by which the 
inefficiency of the retrenched men was determined? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of prescribing 
definitely what should constitute “inefficiency" for purposes of retrench- 
ing a permanent Government servant? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes, it has been laid down that 
the first category of selection for discharge shall include those officers whose 
work is considered to be so consistently unsatisfactory that to retain them 
in service while others are discharged would be unjustifiable. It must, of 
course, be understood that Government servants are being retrenched on 
other groimds and no assumption of inefficiency attaches to retrenchment. 

(b) The angAver to the first part is that this criterion for selecting 
individuals for discharge has been applied. As regards the second part, no 
criterion beyond that already stated has been or can be laid down. The 
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decision as to what constitutes inefficiency must necessarily depend upon 
the past record of the offioer concerned and the judgment and experience of 
those officers who are competent to select men for discharge in their 
departments. 

(c) As I have already indicated, the course suggested by the Honourable- 
Member is impracticable. 

Reduction of Simla House Rent Allowance. 

895. *Mr. N. R. Ounjal: (a) Is it a fact that Government contemplate 
to reduce the Simla house rent allowance by ten per cent. ? 

(b) Are Government aware that most of the Government of India sub- 
ordinates have leased their houses for a further period of one year at the 
same old rentals? 

(c) Are Government aware that most of the landlords, when approached, 
have refused to curtail the rents charged? 

(d) Is it a fact that Government do not contemplate to reimpose the 
House Accommodation Act and that the pay of their subordinates has been 
reduced by ten per cent. ? 

(e) If the replies to parts (a) to (d) above be in the affirmative, are Gov- 
ernment prepared to leave the Simla house rent allowance untouched? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) No such action is at present 
under contemplation. 

(b) and (c).- Government have no information. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Does not ari&e. 


Notice under the Emergency Powers Ordinance served on Mufti- 

Kifayatullah. 

896. ♦Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that a notice under sec- 
tion 4 of the Emergency l^owers Ordinance II of 19B2, was served on 
Mufti Kifayatullah, in Delhi the other day? If so, why? Can a copy 
of it be laid on the table? 

(b) Is Mufti Itifayatullah President of the All-India Jamlai-yl- 
Ulema? If he is guilty of any offence, why do not Government bring 
him to trial under ordinary law? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government considered his visit to the North-West 
Frontier Province unde&iirable ? Is it a fact that an invitation to visit the 
Frontier Province was extended only to those gentlemen, who were consi- 
dered “safe*' from the Government point of view? , 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. Tho reasons are stated in 

the order of which a copy is placed on the table. 

(b) Yes. Muiti Kifavatullah, having acted in contravention of the order, 
was arrested on the 11th March, 1982, and has been prosecuted and con- 
victed under section 21 of the Emergency Powers Ordinance. 
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(<?) Yes. The reply to the latter part of the question is 


following order *i)y the Deputy (Commissioner, Delhi, was served on Kifayat 
Ullain of Delhi on Wednesday the 9th of March, 1932 : 

“Whereas the Chief Commissioner of Delhi has invested me with powers to 
issue orders under section 4 (1) of the Emergency Powers Ordinance II of 
1932 and whereas, I am Scatisfied that there are reasonable grounds for me 
to take action against you, Kifayat Ullah, both because you have continually delivered 
bitter speeches against Government to influence members of your community and 
because it is learnt that you and your c'o-workers contemplate issuing a proclamation 
or statement attacking Government now therefore I direct that you shall abstain 
henceforward from acting in a manner prejudicial to public siifety or peace or in 
furtherance of any movement prejudicial to public safety or peace and from any 
form of anti-Government action or propaganda whatever. -Any contravention of 
these orders is punishable under section 21 of the Ordinance with imprisonment which 
may extend to two years or with fine or with both.’* 


Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: May I know why the intended visit of this 
gentleman was considered undesirable? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: f?The visit was considered undesir- 
able because it was believed that it would be prejudicial to law and order. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that the visit was considered un- 
desirable because he is not in the good books of Govemmlent, as some others 
who were invited? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: No. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask why Government put a ban on the visit 
of those gentlemen who give the other side of the picture? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I think the Honourable Member’s 
question is rather in the nature of an argument than one calling for 
information. 

Visit of Maudana Shaxjkat Ali to the North-West Frontier Province. 

897. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) 3-iid Maulana ShaukaC Ali apply for 
permission to visit the North-West Frontier Province recently? Was he 
allowed to visit the Frontier Province under any conditions? If so, 
what? 

(h) Will Government kindly lay on the table the correspondence, if any, 
that might have passed between Flie authorities and Maulana Shaiikat Ali, 
relating to his visit to the Frontier Province? 

(c) Are Government aware that bl/ick flags were shown to Maulana 
Bhaukat Ali, at some of the places, such as Charsadda and others, which 
were visited by him during his recent tour in the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince? How many persons were arrested for carrying black flags; and 
under what law have they been dealt with? Is it an offence to carry black 
flags to greet an unwelcome visitor? 

Sir Evelyn HoweU: (a) No, Sir. 

(b) There was no such correspondence. 
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(c) Government Bre not aware of black flags having been shown in any 
of the places visited by Maulana Shaukat Ali or of any arrests made on 
this account. The remainder of the question therefore does not arise. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Are the Government aware that the 
movements of Maulana Shaukat Ali have been brought to the notice of 
this House because he is opposed to the movement of non-co-operation at 
this stage and has the courage to proclaim it^from the housetops and to 
act in accordance with his convictions? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Government have no information, Sir (Laughter). 

Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury: Is the Government aware that a magni- 
ficent reception was accorded to Maulana Shaukat Ali when he arrived at 
the Pc9hawar station by all sections of the Muhammadan community? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I have seen a statement to that effect in the Press, 
Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will the Foreign and Political Department 
kindly ascertain the actual facts so that a proper certificate of good conduct 
may be accorded to Maulana Shaukat Ali? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: la it the business of the Foreign and Political De- 
partment to inquire whether a reception was or was not given to a parti- 
cular individual at any railway station in British India? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact that Maulana Shaukat Ali was not 
allowed to address a Muslim meeting at Lahore? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I ask why Maulana Shaukat Ali was 
allowed to go to the Frontier although he did not a|)j)ly for permission 
wh(?rGas some other gentlemen wlu) did apply foi* permission wore refused 
such permission ? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 have nothing to add to the inh.rmafion which Iims 
already been given to the House. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Will Govemment be pleased to state whether 
they will give permission to my Honourable friend, IMr. Gaya Prasad Singh, 
to visit the North-West Frontier Province? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Permission is not required, Sir. 

vSAvr>ra os account of the abolition of the Post of Assistant Directok 
OF Intelligence, Indian Stores Department. 

898.’ *Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government please refer to page 4 of 
the Administration Report of the Indian Stores Department for the year 
1930-31, where a saving of Rs. 2,000 has been shown on account of the 
■ abolition of the post of Assistant Director of Intelligence, and state hov' 
this saving has been arrived at ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : The slaving referred to by the Hon- 
ourable Member is the result of the re-organisation in the Indian Stores 
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Department explained in paragraph 10 of the Administration Eeport of that 
Department for 1930-31, which includes inter alia the abolition of the post 
of Assistant Director of Intelligence. A statement indicating how this 
saving has been arrived at is laid on the table. 


Stixtement showing the financial effect of the re-organisation in the Indian Stores Department 
referred to in paragraph 10 of the Administration Report of that Department for 1930-31, 

Average cost, 
per month. 

Rs. A. P. 

Abolition of the coat of : 

(а) Assistant Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores 

Department on Rs. 1,000—50—1,250 . . 1,168 4 0 

(б) Assistant Director of Intelligence, Indian Stores De- 

partment on Rs. 1,000 — 50 — 1,200 . • • 1,169 0 0 

(c) Chief Superintendent, Indian Stc-res Department on 

Rs. 600- 40—800 750 6 5 


3,087 10 5 


Creation of the posts of: 

{a) Deputy Director of Administration and Intelligence 
Indian Stores Department (>n Rs. 1,500 — 75 — 

1,800 1,741 8 0 

(6) Assistant Director of Administration and Intelligence, 

Indian Stores Department on Hs. 1,000 — 50 — 

1,200 1,169 0 0 


2,910 8 0 

Differenct‘ (Saving) . . 177 2 5 

per mensem 
or 2.125 13 0 

per annum. 


Domicile of Mr, J. S. Pitkeatiilv, Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 

Stores Dep.\rtment. 

899. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Arc Government aware that the domicile 
of Mr. J. S. Pitkcatlily, (Miiot Coiiiroller of Stores, Indian Stores De- 
partment, was accepted as European on his own statement, while in the 
case of other gazetted ollieers tlicy had to prove this by documentary 
evidence ? 

(b) Are Govenunent aware that ^Fr. Piikeathly is domiciled in India? 
If so, what do they propose to do in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) No. 

(h) ]\Ir. Piikeathly is not domiciled in India. 

Travelling and House Rent Allowances. 

900. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) U it a fact that the Delhi moving allow- 
ance granted to Army Headquarters establishment is svibject to 10 per cent, 
cut? 

(b) Will Government please state whether the Simla house rent allow-^ 
ance stands on the same footing as the Delhi moving allowance? 

The Honourable Sit James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 
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The Indian National Congress. 

901. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state whether 
they have declared the Indian National Congress as an unlawful orgaiit- 
sation? 

(b) Are Government aware that the creed of the Indian National 
Congress, viz., “the attainment of Swaraj by all peaceful and legitimate 
means*' is alone mandatory? 

(c) Are Government aware that the programme of the Indian National 
Congress has been changed from time to time at its annual session? 

(il) Are not Oovermnent aware that the resolutions accepted in the 
Indian National Congress are recommendatory and not mandatory like its 
creed ? 

(e) Will Government please state if they intend to prevent the regular 
session of the Indian National Congress being held this year, as announced, 
at Puri? If so, why? , 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) The Indian National Congress 
has not been declared an unlawful association. 

(b) If the Honourable jMember hasi rightly stated the position, he 
will, I think, agree witli me that tlie civil disobedience movement is 
inconsistent with the mandate. 

(c) and ((/). I note the Honourable Member's suggestions on these 
points. 

(e) Until the question arises in a practical form. Government do not 
propose to come to any decision in regard to it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state if the Government have laid down any rules categorically showing 
which acts of the Indian National Congress would be considered illegal? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: No, Sir. 

Mr. K. G. Neogy: Is it a fact that the present Dictator of the Indian 
National Congress is at the present moment acting in the closest co-opera- 
tion with Government and is a guest at the present moment of one of the 
Members of the Governor General's Executive Council at New Delhi? 

Will Government be pleased to state as to whetlier it is not a fact 
that the Presidents of the Indian National Congress, almost all of them, 
have one after another been arrested and detained in custody, and if so, 
uhat is the reason for treating the present President differently? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I think, Sir, this question is more 
in the nature of an argument than one calling for information. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I ask if it is contemplated to arrest the 
said President as soon as she leaves the precincts of the Honourable the 
Executive Councillor's residence? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I have not considered it. 
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Sardar Sant Singh: Has the present President been served with any 
notice yet under the Emergency Powers Ordinance? 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to consider the 
advisability of appointing Mrs. Sarojini Naidu — ^the acting President of 
ihe Congress — asi a peace emissary to meet Mahatma Gandhi with a view 
to bringing about a happy settlement of the national situation? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Honourable Member's sugges- 
tion is an interesting one. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: Will the Honourable Member be prepared 
to state whether when the Congress holds a meeting and there 
are bystanders who are only standing to see what is going on, the latter 
are also liable for arrest? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: It depends a great deal, Sir, on the 
conduct of the bystanders. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is it a fact that the Chairman of the Keception 
Committee of the next Congress has been sent to Hazaribagh jail so that 
the Congress may not be held this year? ^ 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I did not quite catch the Honourable 
Member 's question . 


Mr, Amar Nath Dutt: Is it a fact that the Chairman of the Eeception 
I Committee of the Puri Congress is in Hazaribagh jail — namely, Pandit 
Nilakantha Das, a former Member of the Assembly — and are the Govern^ 
ment going to release him in order to permit of the session of the 
Congress being held at Puri? , 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I must ask for notice of the ques- 
tion. ^ 


Mr. Abdul Hatin O^udhury: Is it not a fact that orders under the 
amergenoy Powers Ordinance were never issued on any President imme- 
assumption of the duties of the Presidentship, but that 
^ere has been some interval between the issue of the order under the 
emergency Powers Ordinance and the assumption of the duties of the 


Honomble Sir James Orerar: I am very sorry I could not foUow 
oe Honourable Member’s question. 


Ohaudhury: Is it not a fact that there has always 
between the assumption of the duties of the Conttress 
m passing of an order under the Emergency Ordiimnoe 

6 case of previous Presidents? 


u.’?® H0tt0M»ble Sir James Orerar: 

to give me aotice. 


I must ask the Honourable Mem- 
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Mr. H. P. Mody: If the Indian National Congress is not an unlawful 
association, will Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
special reason for showing such marked hospitality to all the Presidents 
of the Congress? (An Honourable Member \ “Hospitality" or “hostility"?) 


pROlMOnON* OF tl^DIAN PRINTERS TRAINED IN ENGLAND. 


902. *Mr. S. 'O. Mitra: (a) WiH Governmenfr be pleased to state how 
many apprentices sent to England for training as printers for employment 
in the Government of India Presses have returned after completing their 
course and how many are still under training in India and in Eii^lfeind? 

(6) Is it a fact that the posts of Assistant Managers in the Government 
of India. Presses at Simla and Aligarh have been lying vacant for the last 
four or five years and none of the England-returned' men have yet been 
provided for in those posts? 

(c) Is it a fact that a Time-Checker and Section-Holder of the Simla 
Press have been officiating as Assistant Managers for the last several years 
ill supersession of the England -returned men? 

(d) Are Government aware' that great discontent prevails among the 
qualified England-returned men owing to their not being given officiating 
cliaiices as Assistant Managers in the Government of India Presses, Simla 
and Aligarh ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Controller of Printing and Stationery has re- 
cently recommended very strongly for the confirmation of the present tem- 
porary Assistant Managers of the Government of India Presses, Simla and 
Aligarh, in preference to the highly educated and technically qualified staff 
specially trained for the purpose in England for tilling the said posts? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Government of India issued orders to the effect 
that both tlie officiating Assistant Managers should not be confirmed in 
their appointments? If so, will Government be pleased to lay the papers 
on the table? 

(g) Is it a fact that the present Assistant Manager of the Aligarh Press 
was punished and transferred from the Simla Press? If so, for wbat 
reasons was the punishment awarded? 

(h) If the reply to the preceding questions be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state whether they propose to revert the present 
officiating incumbents to their substantive appointments and fill tho 
immediately by the England-returned staff? If so, what steps do they 
propose to take? 


The fibhlcnurable ^ir Joseph Bhore: (a) Three apprentices sent to 
England for training have returned and three are still under training lO 
England. I should, however, point out that no guarantee is given to 
apprtotices under training in England that they will be appointed to 
Government of India Presses. Four apprentices are now under training 
In the Calcutta Press. 


(6) and (c). Press employees whose permanent appointments are tun®' 
checker . and sqction-bolder have for some years been officiating as Assistan 
Miaxiagers in the Simla and Aligarh Presses. No dpIpAntice returnea 
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From England has been appointed to these posts, but no question of super- 
session arises as they have no prescriptive claim to such appointments and 
have been provided for elsewhere. ^ 

(d) Government have no infonnation. 

(e) and (/). Government are not prepared to disclose the nature of the 
recommendations made by the Controller or their orders thereupon. 

(g) The present Assistant Manager of the Aligarh Press was transferred 
from the Simla Press on account of his connection, through his family, 
Avith a private press in Simla. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Qualifications of the Officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla 
AND Aligarh Government of India Presses. 

903. *Mr, S. 0. Mitra: \Yhat are the educational qualifications of the 
present officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla and Aligarh Presses 
and those of the England-trained staff? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Of the three men who have been 
trained in England and who are now employed in tlie Government of 
India Presses two are graduates .and one has passed the Intermediate 
cNamination in Arts, (lovorninent have no information regarding educa- 
tional qualification of the officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla and 
.\iigarh Presses. 

Rent-free Quarters of the Officiating ASvSistant Manager, 
Government of India Press, Aligarh. 

904. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that the officiating Assistant 
Manager of the Aligarh Press is allowed a rent-free bungalow whereas the 
Eiigland-roturned trained staff is deprived of tliis concession and not given 
any house-rent iii lieu? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Assistant Managers in the Gov- 
ernment of India Presses are not entitled to rent-free quarters. The 
Assistant Manager in the Aligarh Press has hitherto been allowed rent- 
free accommodation as ho was. required to live in the premises of the 
press in connection with his duties in the Post.al Workshop. There is no 
question of discriminating in the matter of the grant of rent-free quarters 
hetwoen any officers who may he appointed as Assistant Managers. In 
view of the recent abolition of the Postal Workshop the question of with- 
drawing the concession of rent-free quarters from the Assistant Manager 
at Aligarh is under consideration. 

Quarters of certain Prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 

905. *Mr, S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state the number 
of prisoners .who are being detained in the Delhi Jail under the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance? 

(6) Is it a fact that these prisoners, among whom are included 
Mr. Asaf Ali, Bar.-at-Law, L. Desh Bandhu, Director of the Tej, and 
Mr, R^ghunandan Saron, M.A. (Cantab.), are being kept in an ordinary 
inud-plasterod.barri|X!}k with a small courtyard and that the barrack is not 
even, provided with cross ventilation and other faoilities? 

c 2 
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(c) Is it a fact that the above-mentioned prisoners have been segregated 
from all other political prisoners? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) At the end of February the num- 
ber was 8. i 

(h) No. The prisoners in question have ample and comfortable 
accommodation, with two courtyards. There is no want of ventilation. 

(c) Yes, for purposes of discipline. ^ 

Allowances and Treatment ov Pbisonebs in Delhi. 

006. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) What allowance, if any, is being provided 
for the prisoners in Delhi under the Emergency Powers Ordinance and 
their families? 

(b) What facilities are being provided to them for exercise, recreation 
and study? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) No such allowance is given. 

(b) Two fairly spacious courtyards are at their disposal affording ample 
room for exercise. In addition, they have been permitted to walk on the 
jail lawn in front of their barrack for half to three quarters of an hour 
every evening after lock up time. They liave been allowed to have all 
the books and reading material they desire subject to censorship by the 
jail authorities. 

Facilities for Prisoners detained under the Emergency Powers 

Ordinance. 

907. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state whether 
detention under the Emergency Powers Ordinance is mere detention or 
punishment ? 

(b) If the former, will Government please state whether all the facilities 
available to those ordinarily detained are given to the above prisoners? If 
not, why not? j 

(c) Do Government propose to issue instructions that all such faci- 
lities should be immediately provided to them? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Detention under section 3 of 
the Emergency Powers Ordinance is not a judicial punishment. 

(b) and (c). The treatment of such persons is a matter within the 
competence of Local Governments, which I have no doubt, is properly 
exercised. 

Recall op a Provision Pass previously in Possession op the Sub- 
Divisional Officer, North Western Railway. 

908. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state if it is a 
fact that the Sub-Divisional Officer, North Western Railway, Sargodha, has 
been in possession of a provision pass for importing provisions from Lahore? 

(b) Is it a fact that this provision pass was taken away from Mr. 
Vasudevan, Sub-Divisional Officer, Sargodha, on the ground that as he 
was an Indian officer, his standard of living was lower than, that of & 
European and he did not therefore require the use of a provision pass? 
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(c) Is it a fact that when Mr. Vasudevan represented his case he was 
warned by the Divisional Superintendent, Eawalpindi, for insubordination? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am obtaining the information required from the 
Agent, North Western Railway, and will lay a reply on the tabic of the. 
House in due course. 


SUB-LETTING OR A RAILWAY BUNOALOW IN RAWALPINDI. 

909. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state if it is a 
fact that Mr. V. O. Raynor took over charge of the office of Divisional 
Transportation, Rawalpindi, on or about the 3rd of November, 1931? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Divisional Superintendent, Rawalpindi, recom- 
mended to the Agent, North Western Railway, that Mr. Raynor might be 
allowed to rent out the bungalow allotted to his post to an outsider and 
himself live elsewhere as he could not afford to pay the rent due to the 
Railway ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Agent refused to comply with the Divisional 
Superintendent’s request in his letter No. 10/5/A. C./O., dated 13th 
November, 1931, stating that this arrangement could not in any circum- 
stances be countenanced? 

(d) Is it a fact that inspite of such clear orders the Divisional Superin- 
tendent has allowed Mr. Raynor to let out his bungalow to two Military 
Officers, Lt. Neville and another? 

(e) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state what action they are going to take against the Divisional 
Superintendent ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Information is being called for and will be placed on 
the table. 


Recruitment of Muslims to Government Departments. 

010. •Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Has the attention of the 
Government of India been directed to certain articles which have appeared 
in the Eastern Times, a Muslim journal of Lahore, and which make 
certain allegations against the Public Service CommisMon in respect of 
examinations conducted by that body for recruitment to the ministerial 
establishment of -the Government of India ? 

(b) Is it a fact that under the orders of the Government of India, a 
certain number of vacancies was rc&<'rved for Muslims in the 1931 examina- 
tion for such recruitment? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Commission were unable to obtain the requisite 
Jiutnber of qualified Muslim candidates to fill these vacancies? 

(d) la it a fact that the Commission did not communicate to the Army 
■*^cpartment (who were principally concerned) the orders of the Government 

India issued in July, 1931 regarding the method of filling posts for which 
qualified Muslims were not available? 

th Commission fixed a higher qualifying mark for 

' ® 1931- examination than for the preceding examination in 1926? 
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(/) Is it true that in 1926 the Commission reduced the qualifying marks 
for the benefit of the Muslim candidates but did not make a similar reduc. 
tion in 1931? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. Orders were issued that unqualified Muslims should be 

allowed to continue to hold temporarily j)ermanent vacancies reserved 
tor members of that community until qualified Muslim candidates are 
available. i 

(d) It is not the business of the Commission to communicate or circu- 
late the orders of departments of the Government of India. In, this ease 
the Home Department circulated the orders in the ordinary course. 

(e) The qualifying mark in 1920 was. 48 2/B per cent. (160 out of 375) 
as against 40 per cent. (2(X) out of 500) in 1931. Consequently the 
qualifying mark in 1931 was proportionately lower. 

(/) No. I would invito the attention of the Honourable Member to the 
reply I gave on the 16th instant to part (d) of question No. 926, asked 
t\ Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur. 


Promotion oy Guards on the North Western Railway. 

911. *Mf. Lalchand Kavalrai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state; 

(i) the number of posts of Guards grades IV, III, and II on North 

Western Railway in the year 1926-27, and 

(ii) the number of posts in the various grades at present? 

(6) Is it proposed to reduce further the strength of higher classes, namely 
grades Hi and IV? If so, to what extent? 

(c) What are the reasons for decrease in the strength, if any, in grades 
III and IV? , 

(d) How does the decroaso compare with other classes of service on the 
North Western Railway? 

(e) Is it a fact that grades III and IV guards posts are largely manned 
by Anglo-Indians and Europeans? 

(/) Are 'Government aware that a large majority of guards grade U 
have been waiting at the maximum pay of the grade for several years, and 
that some of them have even been blocked for seven to eight years? 

(g) What steps do Government propose to take to ensure proper chances 
for promotion of grade II guards to grade III and onwards? 

Kr, P. R. Rau: I have called for information from the Agent, North 
Western Railway, and will lay a reply on the table on its receipt. 

Allowances and Duties of Guards on the Noeth Western Railway. 

912. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
i£ it is a fact that the rates of allowance per 100 miles paid to guards diite 
according to the pay of the employee ? 

. (6) Is it a fact that the grades HI and JV guards on the North Western 
Railway are able to earn more mileage than the guards in grade JI? 
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(c) Do Government propose to suggest to the North Western Railway; 
Administration so to arrange the duties of guards in various grades that 
they run nearly equal mileage in a month? , 

Mr. P. R. Ran: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). Government have no information, but will bring the Honour- 
able Member’s question to the notice of the Agent. 

Belated Claims of ex-Mtlitary Men to Pay, Pension, etc. 

913.. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) With reference to the answer given 
to parts (a), (b) and (/) of the unstarred question No. 91 on the 2Brd 
February, 1932, will Government please state whether it is a fact that 
under the provisions of paragraph 44 of Financial Regulations for the 
Army in India, Part I, belated claims of ex-military officers, etc., in 
respect of arrears of their pay, pension, allowances, etc., are being enter- 
tained by the authorities concerned, if the cause of delay in submission of 
claim is satisfactory? 

(W) Is it not a fact that under the provisions of para. 809 of Regulations 
for the Army in India (1930 Edition), service records of discViarged 
soldiers are kept for a period of 25 years, from the date of their discharge? 
If so, why are the records pertaining to their accounts in . respect of out- 
standing credit balances, etc., not kept for that period? 

(c) Is it a fact that the names of officers who hold the records of 
disbanded units have been widely published in all vernacular papers of the 
different languages of India, and also by pasting posters at open public 
places, especially in towns and villages ? 

Mr. a. M. Toung: (a) Yes, 

(h) Yes. The accounts records are much bulkier than service records 
and it is not possible to retain them for the same period as the latter. 
Under the existing regulations, pay accounts records of soldiers are required 
to be retained for five years, but pay accounts for the months of June and 
December in each year are retained for 30 years for purposes of reference 
and verification. 

(c) No such publication was undertaken by Army Headquarters. If 
there was any it must have been done by local authorities. 

Credit Balances dub to Members of Transport Units, Labour Corps 

etc. 

914. ^Hr. LalchAnd Navalrai: (a) Will Government please refer to 
the answer to unstarred question No. 92 (a) of 23rd February 1932, and 
say if it is not a fact that while preparing the lists of oustanding credit 
balances due to persons of Animal Transport Units, Labour Corps and 
Mechanical Transport Units, the following dues are not included therein 
by the authorities concerned ; (i) service gratuity, (ii) war gratuity and (hi) 
hran exchange compensation for the period of their service in Persia, if 
any? 

(b) Do Government contemplate, in the case of persons so affected, 
fo make the omission good by adding these dues in the lists of outstanding 
^credit balances now? 

(a) No, Sir. 

(fc) iDoet mot ariee. 
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Transfeb of Postal Ofstcials in the Punjab and North-West Frontier 

Province Postal Cibole. 

202. Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in the Punjab and the North- 
West Frontier Province Postal Circle transfers of post office officials of the 
selection grade have been suspended of late except in cases in which trans- 
fers are necessary in the interest of service? 

(b) Are there any orders that transfers of officials of the selection grade 
to certain stations be made in communal proportion? 

(c) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, and to part (jb) in the 
negative, will Government please state why the Muslim officials are still 
being transferred, namely, the transfers to Lahore (Head Office) of Messrs. 
Jan Mohammed, Mahbub Ali, Mohammed Azim, Mohammed Wazir and 
Khan Sahib Bashir Hussain ? Is there any justification for these transfers? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) It is a fact that owing to the present financial 
stringency, transfers from certain posts which normally are due to take 
place periodically have been restricted. 

(b) No. 

(c) The transfers in question were made by the Postmaster General in 
the interests of the service in two cases, and, at the request of those 
concerned without expense to the State, in the other cases. 

Reversion to Substantive Appointments of cert.ajn Postal Officials 
IN THE Punjab and North-West Frontier Province Po.stal Circle. 

203* Mr. S. G. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in the Punjab and Noith- 
West Frontier Province all Postal Circle officials of the time-scale of pay, 
who are officiating in .the selection grades, were reverted to their substantive 
appointments a few^ months back in order to make room for permanent 
officials of the selection grade, whose posts were brought under reduction 
and also for Inspectors of Post Offices w'hose posts were held in abeyance? 

(6) Is it a fact that some of the Inspectors, whose posts were held in 
abeyance, were posted in the selection grade posts in the general lino in 
the Circle in leave vacancies? 

(c) Is it a fact that there still remain many such Inspectors whose 
posts have been held in abeyance but who have not been provided for for 
want of vacancies? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state why a clerk of Wazirahad Post Office, officiating as Town Inspector 
at Lahore,* has not been reverted to his post? 

Mr. T. Ryan: Enquiries are being made and a reply will be placed on 
the table. 

Training of Apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishaporb. 

204. Mr. 3. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government 
drawn to thc 3 article with the heading ‘‘Apprenticeship in' Engincenn^ 
'^[English method)'* published in the Times of India^ oi 8th D^^ceiiiDC ^ 

( 2386 ) 
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1927, on page 17, as fetlso to that of tho “ Roy 6l Ordnance Factories Schemo 
for training of Engineers**, dated the 26th January, 1923? If not, will 
Government please refer to them? 

(6) Are Government prepared to reconsider their decision for curtailing 
the theoretical training of apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore? 

If not, why not? 


Hr. O. M. Young: A reply will be given when copies of the articles 
mentioned by the Honourable Member have been obtained. 

Minimum Marks required for passing into a Higher Standard in Schools 
IN Ajmer-Merwara, Rajputana, etc. 

205. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (aj Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact : 

(i) that up to January, 1932, it was a general rule in Government- 

aided High Schools and other schools excepting the Govern- 
ment High School, Ajmer, in Ajmer-Merwara, to promote a 
boy to a higher class if he could secure only 33 per cent, of 
the marks allotted in each subject for his examination, 

(ii) that the passing marks in the Government High School were 

36 per cent, for each subject, 

(iii) that the Board of Secondary Education for Ajmer-Merwara; 

Rajputana, Central India and Gwalior, has issued a circular 
with the consent of the Ajmer-Merwara, Education Depart- 
ment, requiring ihe Head Masters of all its affiliated High 
Schools to increase the minimum passing marks from 33 per 
cent, to 40 per cent, for the boys of classes V to IX and 50 
per cent, for those of classes III and IV, and 

(iv) that the Head blasters of the said schools have asked the 

guardians of the students reading in their schools to sign the 
conditions of the said circular in the month of February, 
1932? 

(h) Are Government aw’aro that the annual examination of the boys 
reading in the schools referred to in part (a) above will be held in the 
coming month of April, 1932? 

(c) If wdiat are stated in parts (a) and (b) above are facts, will Govern- 
ment please state what were the reasons which necessitated the said Board 
to issue such circulars before the commencement of the yearly examina** 
tions? 

(d) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the condi- 
tions of the circular referred to in part (a) above are to be applicable to 
the results of this year? In case it is applicable to tlie examination results- 
of this year, do Government propose to take any action regarding the said 
circular? If so, what? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) (i) and (ii). Yes. 

X^ii) and (iv) of part (a) and parts (b), (c) and {d) can most conveniently 
be answered together. The Board of High ’School jand Intermediate 
Education, Rajputana, Central India and Gwalior had nothing to do with 
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raising the minimum of pass marks for schpols in Ajmer-Merwara. The 
facts of the case are as follows : 

The Board has nothing to do with examinations of classes lower than 
the 10th (High School). Annual promotion examinations of other classes 
are held by Head Masters of individual institutions who have their own 
standards for promotions. The Head Masters of High Schools in Ajmer- 
Merwara recently formed .an Association with a view to secure uniformity 
of standards in the work of all schools, and, at a meeting of the Associa- 
tion held sometime in February last, resolved among other things, that 
with a view to securing a uniform standard of class promotions, marks 
normally required for a pass in all subjects should be 50 per cent, in 
classes TTI to V, and 40 per cent, in clas&es VI to IX. They also laid 
down rules for promotions by grace. The resolution of the Association has 
been accepted by the Superintendent of Education, and is now being cir- 
culated to the heads of all recognised schools for guidance. It will evi- 
dently be brought into force with effect from the promotion examinations 
of 193eS. 

It is quite likely that Head Masters of individual schools who are all 
members of the Association may, on the strength of the Resolution refer- 
red to above, have issued circulars to the guardians of students intimating 
the rise in the minimum of pa^ss marks, but not with the Superintendent 
of Education’s permission. There is, however, nothing to prevent the 
Head Masters from raising the minimum pass marks without consulting 
the Department. 


Minimum Pass Marks in Schools in Rajputana and Delhi. 


206. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
Rajputana is the most backward Province as regards educational matters? 

(b) Is it a fact that both the Chairman and Secretary of the Board of 
Secondary Education for Ajmer-Merwara, Rajputana, Central India and 
Gwalior are outsiders ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in Delhi the passing marks in each subject for the 
boys are 33 per cent, in their annual examinations for all classes? If it 
is not so, will Government please state the minimum passing percentage 
for Delhi Province in each subject, which is essential for promotion? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) If the Honourable Member refers to Ajmer- 
Merwara, the reply is that it is not educationally the most backward pro- 
vince in India. 

(b) Both the Chairman and Secretary of the Board are outsiders, 
but they have great experience of educational work, and in the case of 
the Chairman, local knowledge and experience of Rajputana. 

(c) No, In the Delhi Province there is no uniform percentage of pas3 
marks for each class or each subject. Usually in the higher classes of 
schools, 33 per cent, is the accepted pass percentage, but the pass 
centMige may vary in different schools and depends on the standard of work 

therein. 
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Expenditure of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

207. Khan Bahadur Ea|i Wajihuddin: Will Government please state 
•whether it is a fact: 

(i) that the Ajmer Municipal Board purchased grass at a higher 
rate than the market price and accepted an inferior quality 
of it in 1930; 

(ii) that the said Board spent no money on urinals and latrines in 
1926-27 and 1927-28; and 

(iii) that in 1922-23 the infant mortality was 48*42 per cent., but it 
increased to 61*45 per cent, in 1927-28 in the said Board area? 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai: The information asked for by the Honourable Mem- 
ber will be obtained and supplied to the House in due course. 

Exemption of Motor Cars from Octroi Duty in Ajmer-Merwara. 

208. Elhan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: Will Government please place on 
the table of the House (1) a list (relating to the Municipal Board, Ajmer), 
showing the exemption of persons with their names from the payment of 
octroi for one year for their newly bought motor cars in 1930, and (2) the 
copies of the Resolutions Nos. iv, viii, ix, x and xi, dated the 14th January, 
1930 of the said Board? 

Sir Bvel]^ Howell: With your pennission. Sir, I propose to answer 
questions Nos. 208, 209. 214, 215, 216 and 217 together. The information is 
being collected and will be given to the House in due course. 

Miscellaneou-s Expenditure of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

t209. Khan Bahadur Ea]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact that the miscellaneous expenditure in the Muni- 
cipal Board, Ajmer, w^as Es. 2,460 in 1922-23, Rs. 5,298 in 1923-24, Rs. 5,761 
in 1924-25, Rs. 3,556 in 1925-26, Rs. 4,718 in 1926-27,- and Rs. 36,660 
in 1927-28? 

(6) If what arc stated at part (a) above are facts, wdll Government 
please state what were the reasons for the sudden increase in the said 
expenditure in 1927-28 to such a large extent? 

Excise Revenue collected by the Local Administration in Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

210. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: W'ill Government please state 
whether it is a fact; 

(i) that the Local Government, Ajmer-Merwara, collects seven. 

lakhs of rupees annually as excise revenue from the said area, 

(ii) that there are many big shops for selling the excise stuffs in the 

heart of the city of Ajmer, 

(iii) that excise stuffs coming into Ajmer city are exempted from, 

octroi tax, and 

tFor aasWer ^ thfa/queation^ ate answer to unsUrred question No. 
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(iv) that the Local Government gives no grants to the Municipal 
Board, Ajmer, towards the health of the Ajmer citizens or 
for the drainage work of the said Board? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (in reply to questions 210 and 
211) : The information is being collected and will be laid on the table 
in due course. 

Income and Expenditure of the Excise Department, Ajmer-Merwara. 

1211. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state what was the total income and expenditure of the Excise Department 
Ajmer- Merwara in 1927-28, 1928-29. 1929-30 and 1930-31? 

(h) Will Government please state what is the cause of the continual 
increase in the excise revenue in Ajmer-Merwara and do they propose to 
take steps in the interests of temperance in that province? If so, what? 

Birth and Death Rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 

212. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) that the total death rate in Ajmer-Merwara 
was 33‘95 in 1918-14 against 32*70 in 1912-13 while the birth rate was 19*15 
and 19*16 for the said years respectively, and (2) that the number of deaths 
exceeded the number of births by 1238 in the said province for the said 
period ? 

(6) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that on the 4th 
July, 1907, Major P. J. Lumsden, Civil Surgeon, Ajmer, passed 

the remark that so large an excess of deaths over births is due to the 
had sanitation of the city? 

(c) If what are stated at parts (a) and (b) above are facts, have Govern- 
ment taken any steps, so far, to set the matter right? If not, what steps 
do they propose to take in the matter and when? 

Sir Trank Noyce (in reply to questions 212, 213 and 218) : The informa 
tion asked for by the Honourable Member is being collected and will be 
furnished to the House in due course. 

Bad Drainage of Ajmer City. 

J213. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
place on the table of the House a copy of the report made by Dr. Mullen, 
M.D., Civil Surgeon, Ajmer, about the bad drainage of the Ajmer City in 
1896-97? 

(h) What steps have Government taken to bring into effect the plan 
suggested by the Civil Surgeon referred to above upto this time? If no 
steps have been taken, what steps do they propose to take to . set things 
right in this respect? 

Election of Chairman of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

§214. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please state 
whether it is a rule for the Ajmer Municipal Board to elect its Chairman 
from among the voters enlisted for the election of its membership? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to unatarred question No. 210- 

JFor answer to this question, see answer to linstarred question No. ^2. 

§Por answer to this question, see answer to nnstarred question' No. 2D8. 
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so, will Government please state whether it is a fact that the name of the 
present Chairman of the Municipal Board, Ajmer, Colonel Howson, was 
not on the list of voters on the day when he was elected its Chairman? 

(h) If what are stated in part (a) above are facts, will Government 
please state how the said action of the Municipal Board, Ajmer, in electing 
'Colonel Howson as Chairman ^is justified? 

Representation of Dargah and Pushkar and of Cloth and Sugar 
Merchants on the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

.t215. Blhan Babadur Ha|i Wajihuddizi: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) that the Ajmer Municipal Board annually 
realises Rs. 26,000 from the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, 
ns visitors* tax from the Dargah and Pushkar fair, Rs. 1,02,615 on account 
of octroi duty from the cloth merchants of Ajmer, and Rs. 23,491 on 
account of octroi duty from the sugar merchants of Ajmer, and (2) that the 
said Board has three representatives of the said Railway together with two 
nominated members of the Local Government as its members and (3) 
that the said sugar and cloth merchants and the Dargah and Pushkar 
people have no representatives of their own on the said Board ? 

(b) If what are stated in (d) above are facts, do Government propose 
to take steps to have representatives of sugar and cloth merchants and 
the Dargah and Pushkar people on the Board? If so, what? 

Octroi Duties imposed by the Ajmer Municipal Board. 

1216. Elhan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact that an octroi duty of only half an anna per 
rupee is being imposed, by. the Municipal Board, Ajmer, on rich food- 
stuff used by rich men while that of 9 pies per rupee is imposed oq simple 
food-stuffs such as carrots, etc., used by poor persons? 

(b) If what are stated in (a) above are facts, what steps do Government 
propose to take to set the things right for the poor public of Ajmer ? 

Octroi Duty paid by the Weaving Mills at Anasaoar. 

t217. Khan Bahadur Eaji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) that the weaving mills at Anasagar, Ajmer 
(where about 126 hands work), annually pay Rs. 3,000 as octroi, while the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway (where about 12,000 hands 
are working) pays an annual octroi duty of Rs. 25,000; and (2) that the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway would be liable to pay the 
said duty to the extent of three lakhs of rupees annually, calculated at 
the rate of the said Anasagar Mill? 

(b) If what are stated in (a) above are facts, what steps do Government 
propose to take to make the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
liable to pay the duty? 

High Death Bate and Infant Mortality in Ajmer. 

{218. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state whether it is a fact (1) that the infant mortality is 34 per cent, of the 

+For answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 2D8. 

$For answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 212. 
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total deaths in the Ajmer municipal area, and (2) that the death and birth 
rates in the said area are 86 and 23 per cent, respectively? 

(b) If what are stated in (a) above are not facts, will Government please 
state the correct figures? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take in the matter referred 
to in (a) and (h) above, in case the death rate and infant mortality are 
higher in Ajmer than in other important towns of pritish India? 

Number of Muhammadans in the Railway Audit Service. 

219. Khan Bahadur Haji Wa]ihudd1n: Will Government please state: 

(а) what is the number of men holding permanent appointments in 

the Railway Audit Service in each grade, viz,, officers in 
higher and lower grades. Auditors, Senior and Junior, and 
clerks in class I and cla^s II; and 

(б) what is the nimiber of Muhammadans holding permanenf 

appointments in each of the above grades? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission, Sir, I will 
reply to questions Nos. 219 and 220 together. 

Enquiry is being made and complete replies will be laid on the table 
in due course. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Railway Audit Service. 

t220. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fac*t that the propor- 
tion of Muhammadans is very small in the Railway Audit service? If the 
answer ia in the affinnative, will Government please state what steps they 
are taking to redress this grievance? 

(b) Are Government prepared to select some suitable Muhammadan 
young men from among the present audit staff of each State-owned Railway 
and to appoint them as probationary auditors and officers on those Rail- 
ways? If not, why not? 

Appointment of a Guard as Janitor, Headquarters Office, North 

Western Railway. 

221. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please state 
if it is a' fact that Guard Hay on the North Western Railway was appointed 
as Janitor of Headquarters Office, North Wesdiern Railway after he was 
injured in an accident? 

(6) Is it a fact that as Janitor he is drawing more salary than he would 
have drawn as a Guard? 

(c) Is it a fact that he is also allowed free quarters? 

(d) Is it a fact that he is allowed an assistant ? 

(c) Is it a fact that both of these officers only look after the work of 
20 sweepers and 20 chowkidars of the Headquarters^? 

(/) During these days of retrenchment, have Government considered 
the possibility of bringing this post under retrenchment and appointing ^ 
Sanitary Inspector on lower wages! 

Hr. P. B. Bau: Government have no information. 


tFor answer to tbfs qnestion, sec answer to . luistarxed • qyestuai No.>»819, 
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Appointment of Janitor, Headquarters Office, North Western 

Railway. 

222. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please state 
if the post of Janitor of the North Western Railway Headquarters Office is 
reserved for Europeans and Anglo-Indians only? If not, have ever applica- 
tions been invited for the said post from deserving and ht Indians? If not, 
why not? 


Mr, P. B. Bau: I am obtaining information from the Agent, North 
Western Railway and will lay a reply on the table of the House in due 
course. 


Traffic Manager, North Western Railway. 

223. 'Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that during the 
years 1916 and 1924 there used to be only one Traffic Manager on the North 
Western Railway drawing a salary of Rs. 2,500 managing the whole of 
the line? 

(b) Is it a fact that the earning capacity has now gone down and the 
number of trains been reduced? 

(c) Is it [I fact that where one Traffic Manager used to look after the 
whole of the North Western Railway, now two principal officers have been 
appointed in his place drawing Rs. 2,700 and Rs. 2,500 plus the Lee conces- 
sions ? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider amalgamating the duties of both 
the officers into one and thus reduce expense? 

Mr. P, B. Bau: (a) Yes; \mlil the autumn of 1924 there was one post 
of Traffic Manager the incumbent of which was responsible under the order 
of the Agent of the Railway for dealing with all the business of the Rail- 
way in Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial matters; but even then 
it was recognized that the W'ork was too heavy for one officer to handle 
efficiently. 

(b) The eai-ning. capacity of the Eailw'ay has not gone dowm, but in- 

creased from vear to vear. The number of trains now run in greater than 
in 1016 or 1024. ’ . 

(c) Oh the introduction of the Divisional System on the North Western 
Railway in 1924 one post of Chief Operating Superintendent on a salary 
of Rs. 2,750 — 125 — 3,000 and one of Chief Commercial Manager on 
Rs. 2,500 were created. The Chief Operating Superintendent is respon- 
sible for important classes of work not previously allotted to the TwJBc 
Manager.. 

(d) No; Government do not consider that amalgamating the duties of 
both these officers would be conducive to economy. 

Leave Rules on the North Western Railway. 

224; 'Lala ^Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that 
New Leave Rules were framed in 1980 on the State Railways t 

(b) Is it a fact that they were applied from 19B7 With retrospeettve* 
effect on the North Western Railway? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the same rule was made applicable to the Audit 
Department of the North Western Hallway in 1929? 

{d) If the rules were made in 1930, will Government state why they 
*were applied with retrospective effect? 

(a) Was any undertaking in writing taken in this respect from the 
•employees before the year 1930? 

(/) Were these rules made applicable to the new comers joining 
^between 1927 and 1930? If so, why? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: New Leave Buies for Government servants employed 
in the Eailway Department were issued in 1930. The new rules had been 
under discussion for some years and from 1927 subordinates appointed on 
the North Western Bailway were required to sign a declaration to the 
effect that they understood that they would be liable to be brought under 
the revised rules when these were issued. The new rules have been applied 
<to all who signed such declaration. In 1928 the Bailway Board ordered 
^that similar procedure should be followed by all the State-managed Bail- 
^ays. Certain offices did not actually introduce the practice until 1929. 

Non-availability of Intermediate Class Passes by Mail Trains. 

225. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that 
inter-class pass-holders are not allowed to travel in inter-class com- 
partments in mail trains on foreign railways, while second class pass- 
. holders can travel in any foreign line trains? 

(i) Will Government please explain the policy underlying this discrimi- 
nation, and do they propose to give the same facilities to inter-class pass- 
holders as are being given to second class pass-holders and to issue necfjs 
-sary instructions to all State Bailways and Company-managed Eailways 
-to issue passes available hy all mail trains, as is being done in the case 
of second class pass-holders? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) Over foreign railways, inter class passes are not 
-available by mail, but second class passes are available when issued : 

(i) to staff drawing Es. 400 per mensem or over; 

(ii) to staff drawing Bs. 126 per mensem but less than Bs. 400, 

when travelling 600 miles and over; 

(iii) on medical certificate. 

(b) The restrictions in the availability of passes by certain trains are 
intended to prevent the limited accommodation available on these trains 
*heing taken up by pass-holders to the discomfort and inconvenience of the 
public. Government see no reason for interfering in the matter. 

'Endorsement of Passes of Officers and Clerks on thbNorth Western 

Railway. 

226. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla; (a) Is it a fact that 
the practice of endorsing the passes with ink by the officers on the North 
Western Railway has been stopped and for the clerical staff and outdoor- 
staff it still continues? 

(6) If 80 , why has stich a differential treatment been made ? 
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(c) Are Government prepared to remove this differential treatment 
on the North Western Kailway? If so, when? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. B. Rau: (a), {b) and (c). The differentiation pointed out exists 
at present. The Agent, North Westeni Kailway has been asked to con- 
sider the necessity for its retention. 

Revision of the Scale of Pay of the IjOcal Engineering and Traffic 

Service. 

227. Lala Ramesliwax Prasad BagJa: While revising the scale of pay 
of the Local Engineering and Traffic Service from Ks. 250 — ^20 — 750 to 
Rs. 350 — 30 — 800 under the new Local Gazetted Service, will Government 
please state if they considered the present economy campaign? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The scale of pay lor the’ I-<ower Gazetted Service was 
fixed before the need for retrenchment of expenditure on a large scale 
became apparent. 

Qualifications of Lady Stenographers and Typists on the North- 

Western Railw.vy. 

22S. Lala Rameahwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that lady steno- 
graphers and lady typists arc being recruited on the North Western 
Railway without any regard to their educational qualifications, while 3rd 
Division Matriculates are not entitled to the posts of stenographers and 
typists? If so, do Government propose to remove this racial discrimina- 
tion or fix the same educational (pialification for ladies as well as male 
candidates? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have called for iiifoniiation from the Agent, North 
Western Railway and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Pay of Lady Typists on the North Western Railway. 

229. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a tact that 

male typists on the North Western Railway are being appointed on Ks. 39 
and lady typists on Ks. 68 per month? If so, do Govei*nment propose to 
bring lady typists also on the same scale as male typists? If so, when? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 have c*alled for information from the .\geiit, North 
Western luiiUva.'. and will lay a n^ply on the table in due eiairsc. 

PROMOTIf)N OF TyPIST.S ON THE NoRTH WESTERN K.AILWAY. 

230. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact tfjat 

on the North Western Railway orders have been issued that 8rd division 
tnatric and non-matric typists* are not alkwved to he transferred to other 
sections of the office? 

(b) Is it a fact that a typist cannot rise to higher posts due to the 
i^umber of posts being limited in lower grades? 

(•c) Is it a fact that non-matric and 3rd division men in other sections 
can rise and have risen to gazetted officers and Superintendents? 
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(d) If the facts mentioned in part (c) are correct, do Qovemmex: 
propose to withdraw this order and remove the bar? 

(c) Are Government prepared to increase the number of grades in th 
Copy Branch of the Headquarters Office, North Western Bailway in th 
same proportion as in the other sections? ^ 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have called for information from the Agent, Nortl 
Western Kailway and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Casual Leave for Officers and Clerks on the North Western Rail- 
way. 

231. Rai^ftfA^Air F?a^ Bffgla: (a) Will Government be please( 
to state how many days casual leave an officer on the North Westen 
Railway is entitled to take during the year? 

(b) Is a member of the clerical staff also entitled to a similar privilege' 

(c) How many days at a time can an officer take casual leave on thi 
North Western l^ilway? 

(d) Does a member of the clerical staff enjoy a similar privilege? 

(e) Is any record kept of the casual leave taken by officers during t 
year? If no such record is kept in the case of officers will Govcrnmeni 
be pleased to state reasons for not doing so? 

(f) Do Government propose to fix the casual leave for officers as is done 
in the case of clerks and other staff? 

Mr. P. R* Rau: (a) to (d) and (/). Ordinarily casual leave is allowed 
on the North Western Railway up to 15 daya in a calendar year and tc 
10 days at a time. These limits can, however, in exceptional cases be 
exceeded at the discretion of the authorities competent to grant casual 
leave. These principles apply to officers as well as to clerical staff. 

(e) The answer is in the negative. The question whether a record 
should be maintained is under consideration. 

Retrenchment of Officers and Workmen on the North Western 

Railway. 

232. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that heavy reduc- 
tion in labour establishment, i.a., mistries, fitters and coolies and running 
trains has been made previously in Loco. Sheds on the North Western 
Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that due to this reductiem the w’ork has been mueb 
reduced? 

(c) If the reply to (6) above is in the affirmative, will Government 

please place on the table a statement of Divisional Rolling Stock Officers, 
Assistant Rolling Stock Officers, Shed Foremen, Assistant Shed Foremen, 
Mechanical Boiler Inspectors, Loco. Inspectors, Fuel Inspectors, Divisional 
Boiler -Makers, Boilermaker Chargemen, who have been brought under 
reduction duo to tho decrease m work in proportion to the reduction in 
the labour establishment, mistries, fitters and coolies and riinnin*: 

trains? If not, why not? 

(d) If the reply to the part (6) above is in the negative, has the work 
of men so retrenched been put on the shoulders of the other workmen 
at present employed? tf so, why? 



UKSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


239? 


Mr. P. B. Bau: (a), (b) and (d). The strength of the classes of 
establishments referred to has been reduced owing to a reduction in the 
volume of work and to measures of reorganisation. 

(c) I have called for information from the Agent, North Western Kail- 
wav and will lay a statement on the table in due course. 

Ret»enchment of Works Managers, etc., of the Loco, and Cabbiagb 
Shops, North Western Railway. 

233. Bamealiwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that heavy reduc- . 
tion in the labour establishment, t.e., mistries, fitters and coolies, has been 
made previously in Loco, and Carriage Shops on the North Western 
Bailway? 

(ni IS il :i f;ict licit due to this reduction the work has been much 
reduced? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please place on the table a statement of Works Managers, Produc- 
tion Engineers, Assistant Production Engineers, Assistant Works Managers, 
Foremen, Assistant Foremen and Senior Chargemen who have been 
brought under reduction due to the decrease in work in proportion to the 
reduction in labour, work and hour? If not, why not? 

(d) If the reply to part (b) above is in the negative, has the work of 
the men so retrenched been put on the shoulders of other workmen at 
present employed? If so, why? 

Hr. P. B. Bau: (a), (b) and (d). The strength of the classes of 
establishments referred to has been reduced owing to a reduction in the 
volume of work and to measaires of reorganisation. 

(c) I have called for information from the Agent, North Western Rail- 
way and will lay a statement on the table in due course. 

Family Pass Rules on the North Western Railway. 

234. Lida Bameshwir Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that passes arc 
being issued to North Western Railway employees for their w^idowed 
mothers also according to the definition of the “family” in the Pass 
Rules ? 

(b) Is it a fact that provision has already been made in the Pass Rules 
for the grant of passes to adopted sons on production of court certificates 
of their adoption and to step sons of the North Western Railway employees ? 

(c) Is it a fact that no passes are being issued to the adoptive widow- 
mothers of the North Western Railway employees? 

(d) If the reply to parts (a), (b) and (c) is in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment please state who is to be called the mother — the woman who has 
'idopted one as her son or who has actually given birth to one — as far as 
fbe grant of passes on the North Western Railway is concerned? If the 
former, will Government please explain the reasons for refusing passes to 
them? 

(e) Do Government propose to issue instructions to all concerned io 
issue passes for the adoptive widow-mothers of the Railway emplovees? 
If not, why not? 

D 2 
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Mr. P. K. Ban: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) and (e). The issue of passes to dependents of eniployees is governed 
by rules drawn up by each Kailway Administration, and Government do 
not consider that their intervention in points of detail is called for. 

Pass Rules on Railways. 

235. Lala Bamashwar Prasad B^la: (a) Is it a fact that great didieulty 
is being experienced on all State and Company-managed Railways ’due to 
difference in Pass Rules ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a great many local rulings have been issued on .tht- 
North Western Railway regarding issue of passes to its employees? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (b) above is in the affirmative, do Gov 
ernment propose to prepare uniform Pass Rules in concurrence with all 
State and Company-managed Railways like the New Universal Leave Rules 
and issue instructions to all concerned not to add their local rulings to the 
uniform Pass Rules? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: (a) Government have no reason to think so. 

(b) At present each railway has its own pass rules which it may alter 
or modify to suit local conditions. 

(c) Government have under consideration the issue of uniform pasft 
rules for State-managed Railways. 

Head Draftsman, Loco. Headquarters Ofkice, North WRSTRR^ 

Railway. 

236. Lala BaxnecOiwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that the present 
Head Draftsman, Loco, Headquarters Office, North Western Railway, is 4 
non-technical man? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was previously a Tracer and then a Photographer 
in the Publicity Section of the Headquarters Office and has never worke<l 
on boards? 

(o) If the veply to parts (a) and (b) above is in the affirmative, have 
Government considered the question of replacing him by one of the qiinl 
fied A or B class Moghalpura College appreniices? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I am making enquiries from the Ageut of the NoHb 
Western Railway and will lay the information on the table of thi' 
after hip# reply has been received. 

Paucity of Hindus tn Workshops on* the North Western Railway. 

237. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will^Governmout be ]>leap«'^ i 
to place on the table a statement showing the total number of cruplo'C^^ 
working in various Workshops, Loco Sheds and Train Examining Stan on 
the North Western Railway according to community and the grades 
rates of pay held by them and also state the number of Hindus cngagt'fl u 
them in c*omparison with the Muhammadans for the last five years 
rately working on different posts such as Workmen, Mistry, 
Chargemen, Chargemen and Assistant Foremen? 
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{h) Will Government be pleased lo state the reason for such a small 
aumber of Hindus in the above shops and do Government propose to see 
their way to equalize the number of Hindus? Tf not, why not? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) Information is being collected by Mr. Hassan of the 
*()inmunal composition of the employees in the workshops of the State 
m^magcd railways and a copy of his report on the subject will be laid on 
the table. 

Government regret they cannot undertake to collect similai* statistics for 
the locomotive sheds and train examining staff. 

(6) Until the figures are collected Government are not in a position to 
say whether any special action is called for. 

Medical Treatment of Kmployees on the North Western Railway. 

288. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that subordi- 
nate employees of the North Western Railway are compelled to undergo 
the troatinent of the Railway dr)ctor during their illness whether the treat- 
ment agrees with them or not? 

(h) If the reply to the above is in the affirmative, arc Government 
prepared to issue instructions to amend or cancel these instructions and 
allow employee's to undergo the treatment which agrees with them best 
whether it is all<)i)athic or any hidigcnous method? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Medicai. Certificates REguiREi) from North Western Railway 

Employees. 

239. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that the Chief 
Medical Officer, North Western Railway, had issued orders for the North 
Western Railway employees to attend their headquarters dispensaries for 
necessary medical certificates of fitness after their recovery after illness? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Medical Officers at out-stations can only issue 
admission certificates to Railway employees and cannot issue discharge 
certificates ? 

(c) Are Govemmeat aware that this system causes unnecessary trouble 
ftnd expense to the North Western Railway employees other than officers 
who are exempt from this? 

(d) If the reply to parts (a), (b) and (c) above is in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to cancel or amend this order or appoint reliable 
^edical officers at other stations than headquarters so as to enable them 
^ issue discharge certificates also? If not, why not / 

Mr. P. p. Bau: (a) The answer is* in the negative. It is at the disore.-, 
tion of Medical Officers to require tht* attendance at headquarters dispea- 
saries of employees in particular instances, where the circumstances 
suiand it, prior to the issue of discharge cortificatos. 

(t) The answer is in the negative, 

(c) and (d). Do not arise. 



MOO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [28BD MaR. 1982 

Reduction of the Pay op the Chief Enoinbeb^ Construction, North 
Western Railway, and his Staff. 

240. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that the construe, 
tion work on the North Western Railway has been stopped due to financia! 
siaringency ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the office establishment has considerably been 
reduced ? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (6) is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment explain the reason for not reducing the pay and cadre of the Chief 
Engineer Construction? Was this post only temporarily sanctioned foi 
the new construction work? Do Government propose to abolish the post 
in question and those of the Office Superintendent, Head Clerks, etc., 
and to reduce the strength of the offic.e to the same footing as it previously 
was at the time of Deputy Chief Engineer Construction? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Yes, except for urgent Bridge renewals •iiicl tlu' 
completion of works in hand. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The post of Chief Engineer Construction and Survey is to bo 
abolislied with effect from the end of April. The question as to what 
supervisory posts in the subordinate establishmxuit of the construction office 
should be abolished is a matter for decision by the Agent of the railway 
whose attention will be drawn to the Honourable Member’s (jiujstion. 

Appointment of Indians as Foremen, etc., in Mujtary Wokkshops. 

ETC. 

241. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that all Mechanical 
Engineers, Foremen and Assistant Foremen in Military Workshops, Factories 
and Inspection Departments arc Europeans or Anglo-Indians except in the 
Gun and Shell Factory, Cossipur, where there is one Indian employed as 
Assistant Works Manager? Do Government propose to stop fuHher 
emplment from among Europeans and Anglo-Indians in order to reserve 
sufficient numbers for Indians in the departments? 

Mr. O. M. Toimg: There are at present two Indians holding gazetted 
appointments of Assistant Works Manager (under training) and Assistant 
Chemical Inspector, one in ttie Ordnance Factories and one in the Inspec* 
tien Section. 

There are one Indian Foreman and 12 Indian Assistant Foremen in the 
Ordnance Factories. There are no Indians at present in the Inspection 
Soetion and Arsenal workshops. There is no bar to the employment 
qualified Indians in. any of the above departments. Recruitment of candh 
dates. is now done through the Public Service Commission, and all qualifier 
men are eligible for recruitment. The question of stopping further enrol- 
ment of Europeans and Anglo-Indians in order to reserve sufficient numbers 
for Indians in the departments does not therefore arise. 

Passes ls^^ued to Lady BSatPLOYEES on Railways. 

242. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that 2nd class 

are granted to the lady employees irrespective of their pay on the Staw 
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and Company-managed Bailways? If so, why are not 2nd class passe» 
issued to the ladies of male employees irrespective of their pay? 

4ir. P. S. Bau: The pass rules of the State-managed Bailways show 
that on. some of these lines certain classesi of lady employees are allowed 
second class passes irrespective of their pay. The class of pass admissible 
to an employee 'a family isl determined by the class of pass admissible to the 
employee himself. 


ElBVXiOORING AND RbLINING OF WALLS IN THE NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY 

Headquarters Office. 

243. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that the work of 
reflooring and relining of walls has been done in the North Western Tiail- 
way Headquarters Oflice, and that this w'ork includes the use of card 
boards in relining the walls by removing tiles in good condition? If so, 
will (loveriiment be pleased to explain the necessity for incurring this ex- 
penditure on such work? 


Mr. P. B. Bau: Government have no information, but think it unlikely 
that card boards would be used for the purpose. 


B Class Maclaoan Enotneerino. Apprentices on the North Western 

Railway. 

244. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is the scale of B (’lass Maclagan 
Engineering Apprentices on a level with the scales of Apprentice Pernianeut- 
Way Inspectors, Bridge Inspectors, and Signal and Interlocking Inspectors 
on the North Western Railway? If not, arc Government prepared to bring 
it to the same level? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: The reply to both parts of the question is in the 
negative. 


Appointment op Indians as Officers on State Railways. 

246. Lala Bameediwar PrasAd Bagla: Is it a fact that the Foremen on 
all State Bailways and especially on the North Western Eailway aro being 
promoted to officer’s grade while formerly the latter were recruited froii 
England? Is it their policy to stop Indinnization on all State Bailways? 
If so, why? Are Government prepared to see their way to Ailing the 
pemianent posts of Assistant Bolling Stock Officers and Assistant Works 
Managers by Indians in future and not by Foremen? 

lb. P. B. BAu:- Foremen are eligible for promotion to the lower gazetted 
service and also to the superior service. The number of vacancies in the 
superior service reserved to be filled by promotion of subordinates and otfi- 
of the lower gazetted service is limited to 15 per cent, of the total 
vacancies to be filled. These arrangements have been in force for some time 
and they do not operate to retard the progress of Indinnization of the 
superior Bervices and Government do not propose to alter them in the 
direction suggested by the Honourable Member. 
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Appointmknt op Indians as Shop Forbhbn, htc. 

246. Lala Ramesliwar Prasad Bagla: (a.) Will Government please place 
on the tabic a statement giving the number of different communities 
working as Shop Foremen , Shop Assistant Foremen, Shed Foremen and 
Assistant Shed Foremen, Flectricians, Divisional Electricians, Divisional 
Kolling Stock Inspectors, Mechanical Boiler Inspectors, Loco Inspectors 
and Fuel Inspectors on the North Western and other State Railways and 
explain why Indians are in such a minority? 

(h) Arc Governm-ent prepared to Indianize the North Western and other 
State Railways, and to fill the vacancies by Indians, who have qualified 
theniseivcs in B.Sc. (Mechanical and Electrical) in England or India in 
future? If not, why not? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Government regret that they are not prepared to 
supplement with figures for individual classes of establishment the informa- 
tion in regard to communal representation given in the Annual Report by 
the Railway Board on Indian Railway?#. 

(b) The declared policy of Government in the matter of Indianization 
of the Superior Services on State-managed Railways ha?# been given full 
effect to in recent years and 75 per cent, of all vacancies have been filled 
by Indians. I would add that in view of the fact that the first batch of 
Special Class Apprentices of the Mechanical Engineering and Transporta- 
tion (Power) Branches would not complete their training until 1933. Gov- 
ernment made special arrangements as a temporary expedient to recruit a 
few Indian Officers to the?#c Branches during the last 2 years. 

Higher Grades in Establishment Branches ok Headquarters asm 

Divisional Superintendents’ Offices on the North WKSTER^ 

Railway. 

247. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a fact that the number 
of higher grades allotted to Establishment Branches of the Headquarters 
and Divisional Superintendents’ offices, North Western Railway, is com- 
paratively higher than that allotted to other Branches in the same c'ffi(*es? 

(6) If the reply is in the affirmative will Government explain the 
reasons? Is there any difference in the qualifications of the staff employed 
in Establishment and other branches? Do Government propose to eonsidcr 
the question of allotment of a proportionate number of grades in branches of 
Headquarters and Divisional Superintendents* Offices? 

(e) If the reply to part (a) is in the negative, will Govommeut place 
on the table a statement showing the total number of staff and the total 
number of each class of grades allotted to each branch? 

Mr.' P. B. Rau: I have called for certain information from the Agent. 
North Western Railway and will lay a reply on the tabh', in due course. 

Promotion ok Clerks at the HBADciCTARTERS Offkuo, North Westerns 

IIatlwav. 

248. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that in the 
lishniont Branch of this Headquarters Office, North Western Railway there 
are clerks with, a few years service at their credit, who are working ^ 
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higher grades and that clerks of their standing in other branches are blocked 
from five' to seven years or so? If it is true, do Government propose to 
consider the cases of those blocked up in their grades in preference to the 
former? 

Mr. P. !B. Pau: I have called for certain information from the Agent, 
North Western Railway «nd will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Grant of Concessions to Clerks of North Western Railway Offices 
FOR attending Office on Sundays and Holidays. 

249. Lala Pameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that no compensatory 
casual leave or tonga hire is allowed to the clerical staff employed in the 
offices of the North Wealern Railway for attending offices on Sundays and 
other holidays? If so, do Oovernincnt propose to issue orders on the 
subject to the North Western Railway authorities for the grant of the 
concessions? If not, why not? Is it t\ fact that such concession is allowed 
to the clerical and inferior staff employed in tlie? offices of other State Rail- 
ways, vide Railway ‘Board’s letter Nf>. 6560-F., dated 17th July, 1930? 

Mr. P. B Bau: f am collecting certain infonnation on the subject and 
will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Increase of Hours of Clericai. Kstabltshmknt on State Railways. 

250. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: Is it a fact that the Railway 
authorities are going to increase the duty hours of the clerical establishment 
on the State Railways in order to reduce the number of clerical staff? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: ’riic Hail way Board propose to discuss the matter with 
Agents of railways in April next. 

Communal Ineqit altties in the North West Frontier Province. 

251. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the reply given 
by Government to iinstarred question Xo. 2B(), asked on the 2nd March, 
1931, by me, will Government be pltmscd to state if the review declared by 
Government to be still being made in rcgai’d to the effect of the orders of the 
5th February, 1926, relating to communal inequalities, has now been 
completed and final conclusions arrived at? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The review has recently been (com- 
pleted but Government have not yet come to final conelusicms ns to what 
action, if any, is required. 

Appointment of Muslims as (!opyholdbrs in the Government of India 

Press, New Delhi. 

252. Kunwar Hajee Ismail All Khan:W^ill Government be pleased to 
state how many posts of copyholders fell vacant in the Reading Branch 
of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, since 1928 and how many 
of them were filled with Muslims? If none, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: I propose with yonr pemnssionj 
Sir, to answer questions 252 to 258 together. Government have no reason 
lo suppose that the procedure laid do^^Tl in the Homo Department Memo- 
*‘^^ndum is not lioing observed in the presses. In applying this procedure 
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to the industrial staff, the Controller of Printing and Stationery baa been 
instructed that the communal <;omposition should be determined with 
reference to the aggregate strength of the press and that the procedure 
need not be applied individually to each class of appointment. Further 
the procedure is not applicable to promotions. For these reasons end 
because these appewntments are matters of administrative detail for which 
the Controller is responsible, I cannot undertake to supply particulars of 
appointments to various grades made since 1927 or later. But T shall 
have inquiries made with a view to satisfying myself that the procedure 
laid down by Government for filling vacancies is being duly observed- 

Appointment of Muslim Peons in the Government of India Press,, 

New Dei.hi. 

t253. Kunwar Ha|ee Ismail All Khan : Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of permanent posts of peons in the Government of India 
Press, New Delhi, and how many of them are Muslims? If there are 
no Muslims, what step do Government propose to take to make up the 
deficiency of Muslims? 

Appointment of Muslims to the Government of India Press, New 

Delhi. 

t264. Kunwar Ha|ee Ismail All Khan: Will Government bo pleased to 
state bow many j) 08 ts in the scale of Rs. 80 — 4 — 140 were created in 1927 
in the Government of India Press, New Delhi, and how many of them were 
filled with Muslims? If none, what step do Government propose to take 
to redress the communal inequalities in future? 


Redress of Communal Inequaijties in the Government of India 

Pre.ss, New^ Delhi. 

t2fi5. Kunwar Ha|ee Ismail AH Khan: (a) Are Government aware that 
the Home Department Memo. No. F.-l761/26-Ests., dated 5th February, 
4026, regarding the reservation of one-third of all permanent vacancies; 
for the redress of communal inequalities was not duly observed in filling: 
up the vacancies in the Government of India Press, New Delhi? 

(6) How many posts of the grade Rs. 80 — 4 — 140 fell vacant from 
1929 to 1931 and'how many of them were filled with Muslima? If none, 
why not? 


Appointment or a Muslim as Accountant, and Cashier, Government 
or India Press, New Delhi. 

t286. 'KttnwVir Bajee Ismail All KhSn: Will Government be pleased te 
state whether a i^dSt of Accountant and Cashier fell vacant 19^ in the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi? Is it a faet thnt applications fJ^® 
qualified Muslim candidates were received? If so, why were their apph- 
cations not considered favourably? 


+For anawer cjj' thiw queabion, sfe 


answer to unstarred question No. ^52. 
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Afpoiwmbnt of Muslims in the Govbrnmbnt of Inuia Press, New 

Delhi. 

1257. Kiinwar Hajee Ismail All Khan: How many Muhammadans are 

there in the upper grade in the Government of India Press, New Delhi and 
what qualifications do they possess? Are they considered for officiating 
cases? If not, why not? 

Appointment of Muslims in the Government of India Press, New 

Delhi. 

;258. Kunwar Hajee Ismail All Elhan: Will Government be pleased to 
state how many permanent vacancies in the upper and lower grades fell 
vacant in the clerical establishment of the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi, since 1928 and how many of them were filled up by Muslims? 
If none, why not? 

Grievances of Muslims in the Government of India Press, New' Delhi. 

259. Kunwar Ha]ee Ismail Ali Khan: Are Government aware that great 
discontent has been prevailing among the Muslim employees of the Govern- 
ment of India Press, New Delhi, owing to the repressive policy of the 
administration against them? If the answer is in the affirmative, w-hat 
remedy do Government propose to remove their grievances? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: The answer to the first part is in 
the nc*gative, Phe second part does not arise. 

Retrenchment in the Moradabad Enginbbrino Workshops. 

260. Mr. N. M. Joshi> (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is 
a fact that 40 men have been retrenched from the Moradabad Engineering 
(East Indian Railway) Workshop with effect from 8th March 1932? 

{V) Is it a fact that several of these men with a longer service have 
been retrenched while those much junior to them have been retained? 

(<?) Is it a fact that the wages of these men were demoted much before 
the notice of retrenchment was issued? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I have called for information from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Number OF Officers in the Civil Enqinbsring Department, East 

Indian ’ Railway . 

261. Mr. N. M. JoUli: (a) What is the sanctioned number of officers in 
the Civil Engineering department of the East Indian Railway from Irtl 
April 1982? 

(b) What is the total number of engineers at present? 

' (c) Is it a fact that they are in large excess of the necessary niunber? 

(d) If so, how is the excess to be utilised? 

(^) Is it a fact that probationers are still being taken for the engineering 
service? If so, what is the need of enlisting them? 


tFor answer to this question, answer to unstarred question No. 362. 
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(/) Is it a fact that, several engineers have been posted as trafficf oiiicers 
in excess of their number? 

. Mr. P. R. Rau: (aj The total number of posts in the sanctioned 
cadre of the Superior Service Civil Engineering Branch of the East Indian 
Railway is 76. 

(b) 94. 

(c) The excess is 18. 

{(1) and (/). Some are employed against administrative posts <..pen to 
officers of all Branches of the Siuporior llailway Services' and, as a tempor- 
ary ari'angcinent the remaining number in excess are utilized in vacant 
posts in the Lower Gazetted Service of the Engineering Branch and in 
other Branches of the Superior Services. 

(e) Govern nient have decided that for the i:)resent recruitment to the 
Indium Baihva,\' Service of Engineers (which includes the Superior Engineer- 
ing Service of the East Indian Bailway and of all the other State-managed 
Bailways) should be severely restricted. '^Fhis year only f»ne such appoint- 
ment w’as made. 


NrMBKH OF Officers in the Mechanical Engineering Department, 

East Indian Railway. 

262. Mr. N. M. Josbi: (a) What is the total sanction of officers in the 
Mechanical Engineering Department including Power, Bolling Stock and 
Electrical Branch for the next year on the East Indian Eailway ? What is 
their present permanent strength? 

(h) Is there* any excess of such officers? If so, how is it proposed to 
absorb them? 

(c) If there is a shortage of these officers why are not jurplus 
engineering officers transferred to this branch instead of recruiting proba- 
tioners ? 

(d) How many officers of the above department will retire within the 
next three years? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: {a) The total number of posts in tlic sanctioned (‘.tidre 
of the Superior Service, Mechanical Engineering and Transportation 
(Power) Branches and of the Electrical Branch of the Ea.st Indian Btiil- 
way is 72. Against this number, 65* officers are employed. 

. (b) The answer to the first part is in the negative, the second part, 
therefore, does not arise. 

(o) The Bailw’uy Board have issued orders to the Agent of the Ea^ 
Indian Bail way to employ Civil Engineers temporarily against vacancies 
in theso Branches provided they are qualified to discharge the duties 
attached to the vacant posts. 

(d) The number of officers in the Superior Service, MechanionI 
Engineering and Transportation (Power) Branches and of the Electrics 
Branch of the East Indian Baitway who will attain the age of superannua- 
tion within the next three years, is 8. 
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Excess of Civil Engineers on the East Indian Railway. 

263. Mr. N, M. JoBhi: (n) How irijiny civil engineers were taken for 
temporary capital work on the East Indian Railway? How many of them 
have been discharged and how many remain 

(b) Is there any work of construction now. and if not do Government 
propose to discharge all of them? 

(c) Is it a fact that , some of these engineers have been or are being 
provided against permanent vacancies instead of promoting subordinates 
to the extent of the full number fixed for their promotion? 

(d) How many of the Civil Engineering oflBcers are due to retire? 

(e) ..Do Government propose to recommend Company Lines to fcak(i the 
officers in excess on the East Indian Railway? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: («) I have called for information from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, as regards the number of Temporary Engineers engaged 
iliiring the Inst five 3 "ears and will lay a reply on the table in due t?(nirse. 

(6) and (c). A tew Temporary Engineers will be retained on . grounds 
of long service and good record. Temporary Engineers are considered for 
appointments in the liower Gazetted Ser\n'ce. Funds .for two 
which are nearing completion have been provided for during 19B2-33. 

(d) The number of officers in the Superior Engineering Branch oi the 
East Indian Railway who will attain the age of superannuation this year 

IS 2. 

(c) No, as there is no excess on the East Indian Railway over the total 
sanc.tioned cadre of gazetted posts 

Promotion of Subordinates in the Civil Engineering and Traffic 
Departments, East Indian Railway. 

264. Mr. N. M. Joshi: {a) How many posts are allotted to subordinates 
in the Civil Eugineering and the Traffic Departments respectively and how 
niany arc at present being held by them? 

{b) How many subordinates officiating in each branch have been 
reverted from officers rank in the East Indian Railw'ay during the current 
year? 

(r) How m«any officers of superior grade have been posted in the places 
of such subordinates? 

(d) How many of these reverted subordinates belong to the ohl East 
Indian Railway and Oudh and Rohilkund Railway staff respectively? 

(c) How many siibordinati's of the old East Indian Ihniway and thC' 
old Oudh and Rohilkund Railway staff respect ively holding officers' rank 
are Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Hindus and Muslims? 

(f) When is it expected that these reverted subordinates will he re- 
promoted to the officer's rank again? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) The Honourable Member presumably refere to the 
Lower Gazetted Service. Tlic sanctioned cadre of the Engineering and 
Transportation (Tniftio) and Commercial Departments of the East Indian- 
Railway Lower Gazetted Service is 19 and 24 respectively. 
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(^). (^)» (®) and (/); I have called for information from the Agent, 
East Indium Railway and will lay a reply oh the table in due course. 

Subordinates Promoted on the East Indian and Oudh and Rohil- 

KUND Railways. 

. 265. Mr. N. K. Joflhi: (a) How many subordinates in the East Indian 
Railway and the Oudh and Rohilkund Railway were holding officers' 
TRnks before the amalgamation of the two Railways and how many are 
working in the officer's rank at present? 

(b) Is the East Indian Railway number less and, if so, why? 

Mr. P. R< Ban: I have called for information from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and will lay a reply on the table in due course. > 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Alleged Maltreatment or Women Political Prisoners. 

Mr. President: Order, order. Honourable Members are aware that 
Sardar Sant Singh proposed to ask for leave to make a motion for the 
adjournment of the business of the Hause to-day for the purpose f)f dis- 
cussing a definite matter of urgent public importance as follows : 

•• Maltreatment of frhe women political prisonere from Delhi Jail in the course of 
their transfer to mixed jails in the Punjab on the iSth March, 1932.” 

I have to enquire whether any Honourable Member has any objciction t<» 
this motion? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member); Yes, Sir, I take 
objection to this nioticm. I understand that the Honourable Member is 
relying for his motion upon a Press report. I have enquired about tint 
allegations of maltreatment made, and I have satisfied myself that thev 
are entirely unjustified. T do not wish to make a long statement but, 
briefly, the position was this. In order to provide better aceommodatioT) 
for a certain number of women prisoners, arrangements were made for 
their transfer to another jail so as to relieve congestion in the Delhi jail. 
They offered violent resistance to their removal and had to be removed 
with some force. In the case of two or three who had to be removed, 
this was done entirely by Police women, who, I am told, behaved 
extremely well on the occasion. Now, Sir, these being the facts, 1 
submit that the Honourable Member would have taken a more reasonable 
course if he had put down a question, if necessary a short notice que««tion. 
which T should have been perfectly willing to answer. Even now, f am 
willing to an.swer a short notice question if the Honoimible Member wiH 
put it in specific terms. That, T submit, is the more reasonable course 
for the Honourable Member to take. And T submit further that 'i 
are to have motions for the ndjonmment of the Honise on mere l•unl^ny^^ 
or on uncorroborated Press reports, the procedure of the House will be 
' grave danger of being seriously abused. On these grounds T object to Ibe 
motion. 
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Hr, President: As objection lias been taken, I would request those 
Eldnourable Members who are in favour of leave being granted to rise in iheir 
places. As no less than 25 Members have risen, I declare that leave is 
granted and that the motion will be taken up for discussion at 4 p.m. this 
afternoon. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Number of PoLiTicAri Prisonfjis detained under recent Ordinances. 

JompUU reply to Mr, S. C, Mitra*s etarred question No, 111 regarding deUntion of persons 

in jail without trial. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar {Home Member ) : The total number of 
Demons detained in jail without trial on the 31st January, 1 932 under the various Ordinanees 
wsA 2,919. 


Appointment of Chief Draftsman on the North Western Bailway. 

Information to be laid on the table of the House by Mr, P, R, Rau in regard to questions 
Nos, 4679 ond 469 asked by Hhai f*arma Nand on 22nd Fehruaryy 1932, 

Question No, 467, ^(a) Before indenting for the services of an Assistant Chief Drafts- 
man to be recruited in England, the post was advertised in India, but none of those who 
applied were considered qualified to fill it. 

(6), (c) and (d). The reply is in the affirmative. 

(e) Mr. Stone holds the post substantively and therefore the question of confirming 
Mr. Keith Hitchens as Chief Draftsman does not arise for so long as the former is in service. 
When the post becomes permanently vacant, it will be filled by a suitable man already in 
service with due regard to merit and seniority irrespective of nationality. 

Question No, 46S, -(a) Mr. S. R. Woodmore was a “B” Class Apprentice Fitter 
and Erector from 5th April, 1923 to 4th April, 1928 and on completion of his course of 
apprenticeship was appointed as a Journeyman on 5t.h April, 1928 and promoted to the 
post of Senior Chargeman on 5th August, 1930. 

(6) Mr. Woodmore is holding the post in an officiating capacity. 

(c) There wore only four “ A ” (’Ia.s8 Apprentices in the service at the time Mr. 
Woodmore was appointed to officiate as Chief Draftsman. 

One of these ** A " class Apprentices has been promoted to a post of Assistant Works 
Manager and two were junior to Mr. W^oodmore as apprentices and are now working as 
Senior Chargemen. The remaining apprentice w'as tried in the grade of a Foreman, mund 
unsuitable and reverted as Senior Chargeman. 

Question No, 469. — (a), (6) and (c). The reply is in the affirmative. 

(d) It is not a fact that the only training received by Mr. S. R. Woodmore, officiating 
Chief Draftsman, was a course of drawing in the Production Office for a period of five 
months.^ He was a regular apprentice for a period of five years from 5th April, 1923 to 
4th April, 1928, during which period he underwent practical training in the workshops 
and theoretical training in the MacLagan Engineering College Lahore. 

(e) These appointments are ordinarily made from amongst staff in service and the 
claims of all suitable men are considered when making such appointments irrespective of 
the nationality or community to which they may belong. 


Net Earnings of certain newly constructed Uailw.vy Lines. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Menibei Un* C'nmnioree and Rail- 
\yays.j : Sir, in fulfilment of an undertaking which i gave oa the 19th 
lobruarv, 1930. during the general discussion on the Ihailway Budget, I 
on the table a statement, g^'ing the information at present available 
to the net earnings of certain newly constnieted railway lines, during 
financial year 1030-31, and a cM^mparison of the return given by these 
earnings on the capital outlav with the return anticipated in the original 
estimates. 



Statement ;thuwiny net earn inyit (hi rhigihii financial i^r 11)30-31 of new lines opened after l«t October 1927 1 throughout JifV traffic Jar a JuU year. 
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SUUemaU showing net earnings dur^the financial year 1930-31 of new lines o^ned after Ist Oct6U>r 1927, throughout for traffic for a full year 
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Remarks. 

10 

fThe estimated per- 
centage return took 
into account a maxi; 
mum payment of 
Rs. 41,000 to be 
made good by the 
Madras Government 
against loss. 

JThe estimated per- 
centage return took 
into account a maxi- 
mum payment of 
Rs. 1,39,000 guaran- 
teed by the 

Madras Government 
against loss. 

Estimated 
percentage 
return of 
income 
on capital 
outlay 
some 
years 
after 
opening 
as 

estimated 

originally. 

9 

^ ++ 

CO o o o 

^ t-. t> O iO 

o ao ^ ^ 

Percentage 
return of 
income 
(column 7 
on 

capital 

outlay). 

8 

* * * * * 

r- O CO »o o 

Oi lO »0 lO 

t-* 5© 

Not 
income 
creditable 
to the 
project 
for 

1930-31. 

7 

Rs. 

6,28,287 
3,47,483 
(«) ^ 84,468 

—1,25,387 

10,90,513 

Date 

of 

opening. 

6 

19- 11-28 

20- 11-28 
15-4-29 . 

26-10-27 

1-2-29 . 

Mileage 

5 

75- 10 
55-94 
23-20 

41-35 

109-00 

Gauge. 

4 

•Hn « «at« 

CO CO ^ n 

«b " $0 

Working 

Railway. 

3 

M 1 

QQ • “ •“ “I 

! 

1 

i 

' 

Name of project. 

2 

Dindigul-PoUachi 

Madura-Bodinaikanur 

Salem- Mettur Dam • 

Shoranoor-Xilambur . 

Villupuram-Tric]^inopoly • 

Serial 

No. 

1 

CO lO £ 1 

CO CO CO CO CO 1 


♦ ^Excluding the earnings of the existing lines from new traffic interchanged witli the new railway. 

(a) The figurea do not include payments of amounts on nccoitnt of guarantee payable by Local Oo\'ernmcnt or District Hoard. 
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S’uMBER QF Convictions under the Ordinances in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. 

The Honourable Sir. James Orerar (Home Member) ; I lav on the. table . 
X statement which "ives the information promised in reply to part (a) of 
starred question No. 102 asked by liai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai on the 3rd 
February 1932, regarding the number of persons convicted under the 
Ordinances in connection with -the civil disobedience movement. 


Statement of convicHotift up to the end of January 1032 under the Ordinances in connection 
with the present civil disobedience movement. 

Province. Xninbop. I Remarks. 


Madras ........ 273 

Bombay. . . . . . . . 600 

Bengal . . . . . . . . 614 Approximate figures up to 

United Provinces ...... 1,321 27th January. 

Punjab . . • . . . . . 115 

Burma ........ Nil. 

Bihar and Orfssa ...... 49.> 

'Central Provinces ...... 138 

Assam ........ 16 

North-West Frontier Province .... 16 

Delhi 38 

Coorg . . . . . . . N’iL 

Ajmer-Merwara . . . . . N/L 


Total . . 3,826 


Alleged Restrictions on the Press in Bengal. 

The Honourable Sir Jaimes Orerar: I lay on the table a complete reply 
to Mr. S. C. Mitra’s starred question No. 502 regarding alleged restrictions 
on the Press in Bengal. 

(a) (i) I understand that some Local Governments have warned newspapers that the 
publication of matter intended or likely to further the civil disobedience movement m^ght 
expose them to penalties. It is not unlikely that some difference in treatment arises 
from difference in local conditions. 

(ii) I do not know whether Pundit Malaviya's letter was published in the newspapers 
of all provinces ; so far as Bengal is concerned extracts from the letter appeared in most 
of the papers. 

(iii) It is not correct that any restrictions are placed on such reports in Bengal. 

(iv) In Bengal, newspapers have been warned to be careful in regard to the publication 
of statements by accused persons aiming directly at the furtherance of the civil disobed* 
lence or terrorist movements. 

(v) I have no reason to believe that this is the case. The only instance of excision 
from such reports in Bengal was a dozen words in one sentence contained in a telegram. 

(wi) A letter from these two bodies atldressed to the Governor of Bengal was withheld 
irom publication as the local Government considered that it was obviously intended to be 
us®d as propaganda for the civil disobcKlionce movement. 

b action of Local Governments in different provinces must to a certain extent 

? dictated by local circumstances. I have not yet soon anything which renders the issue 
general instructions necessaty or desirable. 
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Sikh Eeprksentation in ^tEGARD to Hetrenchment in the Army Audit 

Office. 

Reply to starred question No. 740'. 

The HonourMe Sir George Schiister : Yos. A ropresentation was received from 
the President, Shri Guriisingh Sabha, Lyallpiir. No action was necessary on this 
representation, as under the instructions issued by the Government of India in connection 
with the retrenchment of personnel, no member of the Sikh community became liable to 
discharge from these establishments. 


Disposal of Income-tax Applications in Sind. 

Information promised in reply to starred queMion No. 6o2 asked by Mr. Lalrhand Namlrai 
on the 7th March ^ 1932 regarding the number of cases in which application for reference 
to High Court under Section 66 (^) of the Indian Income-tax Act were refused hi the 
Income-tax Department, Sind. 

The Honourable Sir George SchuHer : T regret tliat I cannot undertake to supply 
the information asked for by the Honourable Member, Separate figures are not avail- 
able for Sind and, while the number of Sind cases must bo very trifling, their extrac- 
tion from the records of the whole Presidency would involve searching through 
hundreds and hundreds of revision petitions. With staff rediicocl by rotrenc-hment this 
would be an impossible task. I will only a<ld that the latter part of the Honourable 
Member's question seems to involv'e a misconception. No application for a reforenco 
to the High Court can have boon rejected on the ground that the cmiirt of the 
Judicial Commissioner, Sind, was not a High Court within the moaning of Section 66 of the 
Act. The Commissioner of Income-tax has never held the view that there was ru) High 
Court to which assosseos in Sind could claim a reforenco, and (jonsecpiontly if ho ha<l held 
that the court of the Judicial Commissioner, Sind, was not a High Court, it would have 
followed that an assessee in Sind could claim a reference to the High Court of Bombay. 


Eeturn of Fees deposited by Applicants i ndeu the Indian Income-tax 

Act. 

InfarmeUion promised in reply to starred question No. 660 asked by Air. Lalchand Navalrai 
on the 7th March, 1932, regarding refund of fees deposited under Section 66 (2) of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 

The Honourable George Schuster : (a) The Honourable Member's question as 
worded appears to betray a liiiscohception of the position. The refund of fees paid 
under Section 66 (2) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1622, is governed by the proviso 
to that Section and not by the intentions of the Government of India. Under that 
section a fee can only bo refunded if the applicant withdraws his application 
after the Commissioner has decided the question of law raised in the application and 
not otherwise. The foe cannot legally be refunded when an applicant withdraws his 
application simply because the Commissoner of Income-tax has declined to make a refer- 
ence to the High Court. If however the intention of the Honourable Membor^s (piestion 
was to ascertain whether Government have any intention of getting the present law al- 
tered I may inform him that wo propose, when a suitable opportunity arises, to introduce 
u Bill to amend inter alia the proviso to section 66 (2) so ns to entitle an assessee to tho 
refund of the fee, that he has to pay with his application for a refeienc e to the High Court, 
if the application is rejecte<l on the ground that no point of law arises. 

(6) This is no doubt a fact, and the procedure of tho Commissioner of Income-tax 
wis in ao:iordanco with the law. 

(c) 1 regret that 1 cannot undertake to collect the information asked for. 

(d) No, because, as already explained, the action of tho Commissioner of Income-tax, 
Bombay, was in accordance with the law. 


THE HINDU MABRIAGES DISSOLUTION BILL. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Public Petitions. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, I present the Report of tho Committee on Peti' 
^tions on certain petitions relating to the Hindu Marriages Dissolution 
Bill. . 



THE HINDU UNTOUCHABLE CASTES (KEMOVAL OF 
DISABILITIES) BILL, 

Presentation of the Report of the (’ommIttee on Publk' Petitions. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, I y^rosent tho Report of the Committee on 
Petitions on certain petitions# relating t«> the Hindu Untonehablc Castes 
(Removal of Disabilities) Bill. 


election of MEMBERS TO THE STANDI NO FINANCE 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proceed lo elect Members 
^ not exceeding fourteen in number to the Standing Finance 

Noon. f^j. financial year 1932-3B. There are 23 candi- 

dates whose names are printed on the ballot papers which will now be 
supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which I call them. 

(The ballot was tlicn taken.) 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING C’OMMITTEE ON 

EMIGRATION. 


Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proe4*ed to edeet eight 
iion-offi(Mal Members to sit on the Standing Committee on Emigration. 
There; are nine eandidates whoso names are printed on tho ballot papers 
which will now be s^upplied to Honourable ^lembers in the order in which 
I call them. 


(The ballot was then taken.) 


THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS PRESERVATION (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

Sir Prank Noyce (Scci’etarv, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I move ihat Sir Cowasji Jehangir be apyiointed io the Select 
Committee on the Bill to amend the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 
1904, for certain purposes. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Rands) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to establish a Medical 
Council in India and to provide for the maintenance of a Britif#h Indian 

( 2415 ) 
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Medical Eegister. The objects of this Bill are so clearly sot forth in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons andi also in the very detailed notes on 
the clauses:#, which I venture to commend to the special consideration of 
this House, that it is unnecessary for me to say more at this stage than 
that this mieasure is one which has undoubtedly aroused a great deal of 
interest and some controversy. I am certain that much of that controversy 
is based on a misconception of its exact aim and scope and I trust that 
in the course of the debates on the Bill, it will be po&isible to remove it. 
Sir. T m(we. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): May I ask 
the Honourable the Mover one thing? I do not propose to go into the 
explanations 

Mr. President: This is not the stage for doing no. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswasi: T should like to ask how tar (lovernnient had given 
effect to the recommendations of the Conference which was held at Simla 
in 1930. T believe a conference wag# summoned bv Government in Simla 
in 1930 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola) : This is the 
introduction stage; the discussion will take place in due course when the 
Bill comes up for consideration or for reference to Select Committee. 

The question is#; 

“ That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to establish a Medical Co\mc il in Indie 
and to provide for the maintenance of a British Indian Medical Kogister.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE SALT ALDITIONAI. IMPORT DUTY (EXTENDING) JGLL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, 1 move 
thfit the Bill to extend tlie operation of the Salt (Additional Import Duty) 
Act, 1931, be taken into consideration. 

Those Honourable Members who have had time to study the second 
Report of the Salt Industry Committee of this Assembly will, f think, 
find no difficulty in understanding the course of action which ^^c 
putting before the House in this Bill, but it would be as well if I recall 
very shortly what are the salient facts in the position. The House* ^vi^ 
recollect that as a result of a continuous expression of public opinion, 
the Government decided to .appoint a Tariff Board Inquiry into the 
salt - industry with a view to seeing whether India could he inad<‘ self- 
supporting as rcg.ards the production of salt. Tlie Tariff Board reported 
that that object could be achieved. What was required for that purpose 
was that Indian sources should be developed for the supply nf about 
500.000 tons of fine white crushed salt which had hitherto been imported 
from foreign sources into Calcutta. Tlie Tariff Board recommended t'la 
in order to ensure the development of Indian industry, what was above 
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things required was the assurance of stability of prices at a fair levels 
and they further reported that if stability could be assured at what they 
considered to be a fair level, wliich was Bs. 66 a hundred maunds on 
ship at Calcutta, if that price could be secured over a period of years, 
in the long run the consumer would be better off than he had been in 
the past. The Board in order to achieve their object recommcndod that 
the Government should step in and control all supplies of imported salt 
and eventually should set up a non-Governmental Marketing Board.- 
Government felt some difficulty accepting that proposal because they 
realised that there would be very great practical difficulties in putting it 
into operation, and as in the whole matter our attitude had been one of 
endeavouring to meet the wishes of this Assembly, we adopted the 
somewhat unusual course of proposing that a Committee of this Assembly 
composed of non-official Members should study the Tariff Board's Beport 
and recommend how best the objects which we and the Tariff Board 
were aiming at could be put into operation. The Committee recommended 
a much simpler scheme. They felt that, at any rate to start with, the 
most practical way of achieving the desired object was to impose a spt^cial 
import duty on a foreign salt, a duty so fixed that, taking the current 
market price, those producers who would be protected by the duty could 
rely on what the Tariff Board regarded as a fair selling price, that is to- 
say Bs. 6(5 a hundred mannds. Therefore, in order to secure that, they* 
recommended an import duty of 4J annas tier maund. But that was not 
the whole of their rc'comineiidation, and I want to put to the House 
that this must not be regarded as an ordinary scheme of protection. 
There was a special feature in the plan. Coupled with the protection 
given by the import duty to Indian s<)urc(‘s of supply was a provision 
that the Government should have the right to buy the whole i>roduction 
of those sources that got the advantage of that protection at 

the Tariff Board’s fair selling price of Bs. 66 a hundred maunds. Therefore, 
the result would be that on the one liand iu the absence of foreign 
competition at levels which had hitherto not been attained, in the absence 
of foreign competition which would have pushed the basic price down 
below the avt^rage tliat had been prevailing for the last year, those 

producers could rely on getting Bs. ()(> a hundred maunds. but if tliey 
tried to juit prices up above that and to ])rofitt‘er at tlu' ex])ense of the 
consumer, tlu' Government could come in and take over the wlioh* supplies 
at that level. The House approved oi those proposals and passed the 
Salt Import Duty Act last year to take effect only for one year so that 
we might have the opportiiniiv of seeing how it worked in practice. . 

We can now review tlic ivsults of the past twelve months, and I 
think we may claim that the scheme has been entirely successful in 
achieving its object. Krst as regards price, the immediate result of 
the imposition of the duty was to i^ut up the prici* of tliat cpiality of 
imported salt at Calcutta from the prevailing level of about Bs. 40 
a hundred maunds to Bs. 6*J a hundred maunds. It stayed at Hs. 02 
a short period, and then it gradually cre])t !ip to Bs. (>6. a level 
which it reached in October, where it has remained steady ever since. 
We can, therefore, say that we have achieved the result of stabilising 
the prices for that qurdity of sail at what the Tariff Board regarded as 

a fair selling price, and that thus far the object has been achieved. On 

the other hand, results show that the object of encouraging Indian 
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producers has also been achieved to a very remarkable extent. I cat 
give the House some figures. In the first nine months of the curren 
financial year, compared with the corresponding period in the previous 
year, clearances of foreign salt for consumption in the Bengal ports o. 
Calcutta and Chittagong fell from 80 lakhs of maunds to 24 lakhs o 
maunds, while clearances of Indiotn salt, — a^nd Indian salt for this purpost 
includes Aden salt, — rose from under 41 lakhs of maunds to just undej 
80 lakhs of maunds, that is to say, Indian salt production doubled while 
foreign salt clearances fell to a little over a quarter of what they hac 
been for the same period in the preceding year. 

I want now' to turn to what is perhaps the most difficult feature ii 
the situation, and in order to do so, I will further analyse the figures foi 
the imports of Indian salt. Indian salt, as I just explained to the 
House, includes for the present purposes salt produced at Aden, and thi 
House will recollect that the Tariff Board recommended that Aden slioult 
be treated as part of India for this purpose. Now, if w-e analyse tlu. 
total clearances of 79J lakhs of maunds at the Bengal ports for the lirsi 
nine months of the current financial year, we find that out of those 79^ 
lakhs of maunds, 60^ lakhs of maunds came from Aden, and tliat Hu 
Aden production went up last year as compared with tin* preceding yeai 
from lakhs to lakhs of maunds, th.at is to say, it more tluin 
doubled, while the production from other Indian sources trom Kaiachi. 
Bombay. Tiiticoiin. Dkha and Navalakhi went up from 8;^ lakhs of iriaiuuh 
to just over 14 lakhs, that is to say, Aden salt more than doubled, it 
went up hy over a hiindrtul pea* cent, whih^ oth(*r Indian sources increased 
by about 7.*) per ctait. 'rhose are th(‘ results of the working lor the past 
year, and the question now is what we ought to do. In accordance with 
the recommendation of the Assembly Committee on salt, the (’ominittcc 
remained in existfnice, and the (rovemment referred t)it‘ whole matter tn 
them when they were able to prepare the Ileport on the working of tlu- 
first nine months. The first thing that the Salt Committee had lo do 
was to consider whether the time had come to alter the general plan, 
that is to say, whether the Government could now* consider setting u]) f 
Marketing Board on the linos recommended by the Tariff Board. \V' luul 
in the meanwhile consulted Provincial Governments on that cpiestion, aiul 
they w'ere all very much against it. They saw very great difficulties in 
operating it and regarded the advantages to be obtained as not worth 
the risks. The Assembly Committee w^erc impressed by these opinions 
and decided that the time had not yet come lo adopt tht* Tariff Board’s 
Marketing Board scheme. We tliercfore fell hack ou the idea of con- 
tinuing the pres<»nt scheme of quag? -protect ion. The Committee fuHv 
recognised that, if the objects of a scheme of that kind were to he achi<!vod. 
some security must be given to producers. They can hardly he cxpt'ctcd 
to develop their business unless they can look forw'ard to the future with 
a certain amount of assurance. It would tlierefore have bee n dcsin- 
of the* Committee, on the results of the year’s experience, to reconinu iul 
the adoption of a scheme for a period of years w'hich w'oiild have given 
the producers that measure of assurance w'hich they desired; but on the 
other hand, the Committee felt that they were faced with a v(^rv gn'Ml 
practical difficulty. And the practical difficulty is this. From the figures 
which I h;i\c given, it is quite clear that the producers who have been 
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mainly benefited are the Aden producers, and the Ck>mmittee telt, and 
we in the Government felt also, that there was a considerable danger 
that, if this scheme went on in its present form, Aden production might 
expand to such an extent that the sources of production on the mainland 
of India might be crushed out of existence. That 1 put to the House 
would be a result which is precisely contrary to what Honourable Members 
here intended, and f)recisel> contrarv to the recommendations of the Tariff 
l^oard. The Tariff J^oard, if I might put their recommendations in a brief 
and summary fashion, took the following line, that if we were considering 
the interests of India, salt iiroduction could be divided into three classes. 
The class of production which would be of the greatest benefit to India . 
would be production from inland sources of supply. That would, first of 
all, give a fairly substantial measure of employment to labour; it would 
give substantial freights to (lovernimait railways; and above all, it would 
give India a source of supply on wliieh she could I’ely in case of war. 

I would remind the House that one of the reasons why Indian opinion 
came to feel strongly about making India self-supporting as regards 
salt was the difficulty of obtaining supplies during the last Great War. 
For that purpose, obviously you would have to develop inland sources of 
supply. Tlic Tariff Hoard tJien considered what were the advantages 
of deveIo])ing tlie sources on the sea-coast of India, and they came to the 
-conclusion that, althcjugh it might he of some benefit to India, from the 
economic point of view the benefit was not very great. There would not 
be very much employ iiient for labour, and as regards security in time of 
war, as salt fi*om Karaclii or Okha has to be brought round to Calcutta 
by sea, the risk of iiiterfereiice with tliut trade would be almost as great 
as the risk of imports from the* lied Sea ports. Tlie Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly' also felt tlie same about that, but they did point 
out that as regards those sources on the soa-coasi of India, tliere was at 
least this advantage that, although transport by rail might not be the 
most economical inetliod of bringing* salt from Karachi to Calcutta, still 
it would be possible, and therefore iu time of war those sources of supply 
would have some advantage** over the Red Sea ports. 

That, then, is the second class of Indian production^ and under the 
third class the Tariff Board and we on the Assembly Committee would 
have put Aden. Aden in a sense represents India. Indian interests 
have developed to a large extent the salt production of Aden, and the 
Oovernnient of India derive income-tax from the profits of Aden producers. 
But looking at it fi’om a bmad point of view, it cannot be said that the 
advantages of developing Aden production are quit-e. as great to India as 
the advantages of developing the sources of production on tlie mainland 
of India. That is the way in which we l(K>ked at the matter, and we 
naturally then came to the conclusion that, if the result of the scheme 
was to develop Aden at the expense of the sources of supply on the 
mainland of Tndi«a, that would be failing to nehieve tiu* objects which we 
underst(K)d the House would have approved. Having arrived ^^t that 
conclusion, it is not at all easy sec how best effect can be given to it. 
On the one hand we must. an<l I am sure all Members of the House 
Will agree with mo in this — wo must be fair to Aden. Aden is part of 
India, and as I have reminded the House, there are Indian interests 
^nd taxpayers to the Indian excliequer there. We must be fair to Aden 
not only because they belong to India, but also because they have helped 
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us considerably in the past year by developing their sources of production 
to achieve the object which we had! in mind. But looking to the future, 
supposing — let me put it in this way — supposing the total production 
which we require is 500,000 tons, and supposing the Indian sources of 
supply on the mainland of India are capable of being developed to the 
extent of 3CX),000 tons per annum, we could not allow Aden to secure a 
position in wliich they would take, say 450, 0(M) out of the 500, (XK) tons 
for which there is a market. Looking at the matter in that way, we on 
the Committee felt that we might eventually liave to come to some 
scheme for allotting quotas to the various sources of Indian supply. They 
might then work on the assured basis of an allotted quota and with an 
assured selling figure. That we feel is the line which has got to be 
examined in the future, but that, again, is obviously not an easy line 
to examine, because in the present period when the sources of supply 
on the inainland of India, are still in their infancy, and wlien Aden is 
fully developed, Aden obviously can get a bigger share than she ought 
to get in 5 or 10 years* time, and therefore the (luotas will have to he 
varying quotas. Aden would have to have a steadily decliniug quota as 
the sources on the mainland of India developed. :In all these circinn- 
stances, we thought that the best plan would he to recommend an 
extension of the Act putting an import duty on foreign salt — to recommend 
its extension for one year and to put it to the House that during that 
year we in the (lovornment would call a conference of producers and 
endeavour to arrive at a fair, reasonable and practicable aiTangement. 
We feel it inucli better to be frank with these producers, to tell iiieni 
exactly wliat t‘ie rosition is and to ask for their co-operatif'U in wi.rkin^ 
together for the object wliicli the Tndiaii L(»gislaturt‘ will support. We 
believe In that way, although doubtless Aden would not get ?dl that thev 
might ask for — in that way it would lx* possible* to devise a sehenie 
which will put Aden in a reasonable position and scaaire the co-operation 
of the Aden prodina^rs during tin* interviTiing pi*riod wluai we need their 
supplies beeause tlie supplies on the mainland of India wdl not be' fully 
developed. 

That, Sir, 1 think suthcieiitly clearly puts the position before the 
Jlouse. There is only one other point U* which 1 would reter in conclu- 
sion. Our attention on the Salt Committee was called to the fact that 
certain of the factors »)ii which tlie Tariff PAjavd had based tbeir estimate 
of what was a fair selling price, had materially changed in the last IH 
months. The freight from Aden, for example, we were informed, had drop- 
ped something like Hs. 10 per hundred luaunds. Sojia* of the* members of 
the C(Jinmittec* there fort? felt that the tiino had eoinei to revise Hud 
price of Hs. 66 per hundred matinds. Tiicy felt that Aden was getting 
t<K) big an advantage out of the preseni arrangement. But after full 
discussion the general feeling rm the Committee was that it was too 
early yet to attempt to revise that price. After all in eases of this kind 
where '7'ar iff Board inquiries are set up, one has to rely on the findings of 
Ib.at lb)ard. They go into the matter very carefully, and although 'VC 
know that certain factors must fiuetuate from year to year, if wt; are trying 
to carry out a policy of this kind, T would put it to the House that it is 
impossible to attempt to follow up all those factors from year to ycor 
and vary Ihe price too frequently. Therefore we recommended to the 
House that this matter should be studied together with the other matter 
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which I have mentioned in the coming twelve months but for the present 
that we should make no change in the level of the import duty. Sir, 

I move. 

i 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Nou-Muhammadan) : This is the first 
occasion on wliicli I not only bless a l^ill which has been introduced by 
the Honourable the Finance Member, but entirely endorse every word that 
he has spoken. It is seldom that vve agree with the Treasury Benches, 
but this is one of those supremely felicitous occasions when the Finance 
Member has understood the spirit in the country and has agreed to protect 
the salt iiiflustry. Sir, in some future years if T .am to write the history, 
of different Finance Members, when I write of the yjeriod of Sir George 
Schuster, T will say that he conferred one great benefit on India and that 
was to protect the salt industry of India. He has tried his level best to 
make India self-su|)porting as regards licr salt production. We have 
heard fiom ]jrevious Finance Members that it was a sentiment with us to 
demand the protection of salt, and .also to .ask for a differential duty on 
foreign salts, so that India could hr* again self-supporting as regards her 
salt reqinrements. The present Finance Member agreed with that demand 
of this side of tlie House and introrhiced a measure last year when pro- 
tection was given to the salt industry for one vear. This measure again 
has been brought before us asking this House t() coutinue the protection 
for another yeiir. Now the proviso contained in pai‘agraph 4 of the second 
report of the Assembh Salt Comniitte(» is this — that the pi*otection is to be 
assured for an adequate period. So it means that by agreeing for the 
second year to protection for the ^^alt industry, we agree to protection of 
the salt industry for an adequate period, so that India shall be self-sup- 
])orting in its rc<piireinent of salt. 

Sir, 1 must point out, as I have pointed rjut in the j)ast, wdiencver the 
country lienmnds )u-otection, .a certain set of exploiters, known as Manag- 
ing Agents, who are themselves not capitalists but who exploit the capital- 
ists’ money and thi* investors' money, bring up certain’ representations to 
the (roveriunent which arc* c*on<i’ary to the politry of all scht^mc^s of pro- 
tociion. 1 WHS siirpi-ised that the’ Indian Salt Association of Bonibay 
sho\dd have tliii check to ask the Government to abandon the contemplated 
development of salt from inland sources. There are lialf a dozen manu- 
facturers in Aden ami in Bombay and these people in order to make 
money for tluunselve.: want that there should la* no salt manufacture in 
Orissa, Madras, Bengal or from the Central sources in Khewra and 
Sambhar, and which w\as an essential part of the recommendation of the 
lanff Board. If tliere are any representatives of those capitalists on the 
ombay side in this ITonst*, F ask them to ]);irticularlv read this repre- 
simtation which has been circidated to every ;Member of the House and 
‘*'so circulated to imunbers of the Salt Committee through rh(* Govern- 
ment. It is these people who, witli their inordinate zeal to exploit, want 
o exp oit the masses of tlie country, so that tli(‘y may get hisrher dividends. 

round this particular luonioranda of the Indian Salt Mamifaeturers’ 
^ ssociation had been signed by Mr. Kapilram Vakil, Konourarv Seeretnry 
*A Association. T cannot nndersiand bow ilic Coniinittoo of that 

/ s^ciati<m has subscribed to this prineipie. The same representation has 
Karachi salt inanufaetxirers. They also say that the con- 
ropiated development of inland sources be abandoned. Once or twice: I 
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have stated on the floor of the House thab the greed of the Bombay capital- 
ists is beyond all limit; it is boundless; and these men in Okha, Karachi 
and Bombay want to supply the whole of India and make all the money 
they can and the Honourable the Finance Member has already narrated 
what would happen in case of war and how a salt famine would occur. 
Everybody knows the high railway freights on salt from Karachi to Bengal, 
and in lime of war one cannon shot will put all the salt carried on steam- 
ships into the bottom of the sea. I particularly refer to this, so that my 
Honourable friend Mr. Mody will take note of it. My friend Mr. Mody knows 
that the interest of all parts of India is the same, that India wants to be 
self-supporting, that Indian industries should be supported, and protected, 
but when one becomes a bloated capitalist, one forgets all the decencies 
of life and makes such statements that no civilised human being can make 
•and the Bombay Salt Association has made it. (rnterruption by Mr. Mody.) 
When I make these observations. I want to give a warning not only to the 
1 PM producers in Bombay and Aden, but also to all those future 

* industries and industrialists who want to come before this 
House lor protection. Sir. let them not think of themselves: let them 
'think of the country as a whole. 

Sir, my Honourable friend, the Finance Mc'inber, pointiul out tliar 
Aden, under the Sea-custorns Act, is not a pait of India, but for all 
administrativi* purposes it is part of India. Sir. in tlu‘ Stdect Cominiitt.-e 
it came is a surprise to most of us to discover that Aden is not jiart of 
India and that it is a free port, and naturally wi? began to wonder whetluM’ 
it would be wise to give protection to certain industries operating tin i-i-. 
with the result that they might ])rove strong rivals to salt production from 
indigeuious sources, such as the (Tovcrmmmt sources in Khewra, Bengal, 
Orissa and Madras and also private sources, 'riiereforo the recommenda- 
tion as the Honourable the Finance Member read it out, was imide th.ai 
there sluaild be a salt (]uota, and that the Aden quota of salt for Indian 
consumption should be restricted. Personally T entirely agree with tliat. 

I think India cannot at present manufacture all the salt that will be re- 
quired, hut in flve or six years, if the Gevernment of India themselves 
beconjG active and develop their salt sources in Khewra in Rajputana and 
^PPb and force on tlie Piovincial Governments to develop their 

internal sources of salt, then India will not have to remain indebted to 
Aden at all. Now, what are the sources of supply at Aden? The largest 
source of supply is an Italian company, and that company has no Indian 
directors. I do not know if it even pays proper income-tax to the Govern- 
ment of India. S<r, in para. 14 of the second report wo have recommended 
this: 

“ Finally, it should be stated that some of our members are very anxious that in view 
•of the great benefits received by the Aden manufacturers from the policy adopted last 
year, steps should b© taken by the Aden Salt Works on the lines indicated in paragraph la.'l 
of the Tariff Board Report to have the concern transferred to a rupoo company with a s»iit- 
able proportion of Indian directors. Wo understand that the Government will conimiini* 
•cate to the proprietors this expression of opinion.” 

Hir, ot course this was a unanimous n.^port which some of us did not 
like; I find my friend Mr. Morgan afterwards wrote a minute of dissent: 

T pious cominimication from the Government of 

India should onlv be addressed fo the proprietors of that particular firm. 
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It is time the Government should legislate so that it can compel alieo. 
firms like this Italian firm, wlio are growing fat at India’s cost, to convert 
their concerns into rupee capital coneerns and to take in a suthcient num- 
ber of Indian directors. Not only that. Sir, but Government should I think 
see that such business houses do not evade all the income and other taxes 
that any other firm manufacturing in India is liable for. Trf>w this can be 
managed it is for the Government to devise. During the last 4 or 5 years 
when protective measures have beer discussed, this side of the House has 
every time insisted on the Government that it was high time that they 
should legislate so that this recommendation contained in paragraph 14 
should become operative by legislative enactment. 

Sir, wlieii last year this House gave sanction to the protection of the 
salt industry for one year, the Honourable the Finance Member brought 
forward a Resolution whereby one-eighth of the funds collected by the 
additional import duty should go to the Government of India for the pur- 
pose of developing tlu» Central Government’s salt sources, the remaining 
money being distributed on a consumption basis to the provinces that 
were importing foreign salt, and a Rcsolnlion was passed which recorn- 
nionded that those provinces should spend that money for the purpose of 
ili'voloping their salt sources. This liesolution was moved on the 1st April 
1081. None of ns thought wluui the Honourable the Finance Member 
moved the Resolution that it would bc^ regarded by the Provincial Govern- 
ments as a mere recommendation. Sir, we know that when we non- 
(•ilicials pass a Resolution, it has tlie force of a recommendation only to 
the Government of. India and docs not become binding. But at that time, 
none of u< foresaw that there was a loophole whereby a Resolution moved 
by the Government of India themselves through the Honourable the 
Finance Member w’ould not become binding on the Provincial Governments. 
What do we find ? We find in the Report by the Central Board of Revenue 
on the working of the additional import duty on salt, on page 7, para. 27, 
a summary of the action taken by the Provincial Governments which 
runs thus : 

“ In its Resolution dated 1st April 1931 the Legislative Assembly suggested ” 

— Sir, we thought at the time that tne Government Resolution gave a 
mandate or rather an order to the Provincial Governments how to spend 
ihat money, but from t^io Report as it comes from the Central Board of 
Picvcmie we find that its tone lias gone down, that it w\as “suggested’* — 

“ that the attention of the Loi^al Government receiving a portion of the above duty should 
be drawn to the desirability of applying tliis revenue in part to the dovelopir.ent of salt 
production where such development was economically feasible in any province. The 
matter has boon referred to the Governments concerned. Vp to date all Govcirn ents 
except that of Burma have replit'd. Bengal and Assam do not propose to devote attention 
to the object mentioned since there is no salt industry to develop, ami no sdien e that is 
economically feasible for the produetion of marketable salt in Penpal has been produced.’’ 

T um not here standing as a champion of Bengal. When my friend, 
Mr. S. C. -Mitra, and my friend, ^Ir. K. C. Neogy, rise, they will say how' 
this reply of the Bengal Government is absolutely false. Sir, there was 
time when Bengal was manufacturing all its salt requirements and 
I'roducing its own salt A rcfenaice to the Assembly debates in the past 

show that Mr. Neogy, ^fr. Mitra and others have brought out the 
tmo faers cf th: situation, how since the imp ^rt of Cheshire salt in 1B23 
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^and thereafter, Bengal salt sources in Hijli, the ISunderbans and Chittagong 
were all restricted in their system of manufacture and \\ore allowed to 
die a natural death. Sir, the (Tovemment of Bengal’s primarv function is 
to develop these industrial concerns, but they write i)oint blank that “No 
scheme that is economically feasible for the production of marketable salt 
has been produced”. Sir. T have seen reports saying that the Bay of 
Bengal gets too mucli fresh water through the Ganges and her estuaries 
so the sea-water has become less saline. (Jiaughter.) T do not know that 
during the last 150 years the climatic condition of India has changed and 
that the Bay of Bengal has become less saline. How is it that it was not 
less saline in 1823 and before, when salt was manufactured by the Goverrf? 
inent of Bengal and the (Tovernment of India up to 1853 in Hijli .and 
also in Orissa? I will come to the case of my own province, Orissa, later 
on : 


“ The amount due to Madras is negligible. The tlovornment of the Unite*! Provinces 
agree to apply their share to development of salt production in that province and are con- 
sidering measures of development. ‘ the cost of which must be strictly limited to their share 
of the yield as it is impossible to allow any part of the cost to go against ordinary provincial 
resources 

Sir, I take my liat off to the United Provinces: 

“ The Bombay Government are still making oncpiiries as to the necessity and feasibility 
of economically developing salt production in the Presidency, while the Bihar and Orissa 
have deferred the formulation of proposals till Mr. Pitt's recommendations on the poten- 
tialities of Orissa are known to them and Mr. Pitt has communicaterl his views on tw*» 
applications received for manufacture of salt on t he Orissa coast, which they have referred 
to him.” 

Sir, I take my luil off also to the Government of Bihar and Orissa. 
That brings me. Sir, to the report of Mr. Pitt. Mr. Pitt assisted Sir 
Uhunilal Mehta and was a member of the Sait Survey Ounmittee which 
wentf into the sources of salt of the Government of India iti R.ajputana and 
the Punjab. The first Assembly Salt Committee recommended that the 
Govenirnent of India should inquire into the sources of salt production in 
Bengal and Orissa before they issued their second report. So, Mr. Pitt, 
the General Manager of Khewra, was deputed by the Government of India 
to inquire into those aspects. I am sorry the rdport has not yet been 
placed in our hands. We arc given to understand that the Press is loo 
■busy with the printing of Assembly Debates, and so the Central Board 
of Revenue has not yet been able to get the book printed. However, wo 
were supplied with a summary ; it was supplied to us on the 18th FebruarN 
last. . I cannot understand why the Government of India have not boon 
able to publish the book so far. Anyway, Mr. Pitt's recommendations 
regarding salt manufacture in Orissa and Bengal are very outspoken. Mr. 
Pitt suggests e.xperiment.al farms at two places in Orissa, and I hope tin* 
Government of India will draw the attention of the Government of Bihar 
and Orissa to this and insist that they will start these experimental farms 
and give any surplus money that they may have in their hands to other 
private manufacturers for the development of other salt sources. Inciden- 
tally, I may ask the Honourable the Finance Member whether ho is thinking 
of again bringing forward a similar Resolution before the House like the 
one he moved last year, because this protective measure is no more a 
temporary additional duty, but it is now a permanent fixture of the 
<}ovemment revenues. If the money so funded is specifically earmarked 
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lor distribution to tiie provinces for the development of salt sources, I 
would suggest to the Honourable the P’inance Member to bring forward in 
his Resolution this year definite recommendations — not in that milk and 
writer way but in a more dcfiniti? manner, — because, I maintain, that 
no Provincial (lovernmeni has a right to spend any money that is derived 
from the Central revenues in any manner it likes. The first Assembly 
Salt Committee recommended that this money could only he disposed of 
by Provincial (lovernmenis towards tin* development of salt sources. 
What right tliercfore have the Htaigal and Assam Government to say 
that they have no funds and thortdorc they must spend the amount as 
they h’ke because they have gone bankrupt and they must spend it to* 
meet their deficit Rudgets? They should not do that. If a Provincial 
fiovcrnment cannot spend the money to develop the salt sources, let the 
money come back to the Centra] Government and the Central Govern- 
ment can spend that money for the development of their salt sources at 
Khewra, Sambhar and other places. T hope my Honourable friend, the 
Finance Member, will bring forward such a Resolution and the House will 
give it iis entire sanction. 

Sir, T welcome the idea of Ihe eonference of Indian salt manufacturers, 
but I do hope tliat the Hononrahle the Finance IVIcmber or the 'representa- 
tives of the Central Foard of R(‘venue, when they meet these Indian salt 
])roduGers in Simla, will make it clear to the manufacturer^ that the 
Government will lay down definitely, for a period of five years, as to what 
will be their quota on a territorial basis. It is no use their raising false 
hopes in the beginning and then coming to the Government of India for 
a larger ouofa, or for a greater p‘‘riod of protection. And I hope also that 
ihe ITonournhle the Finance ^^elnher will consult these people as to what 
is the exact period that they think will be adequate for which the additional 
salt duty should be imposed. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes Past 
Two of the* Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes past 
Two of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Hr. S. O. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, the Honourable Sir George Schuster in a very lucid 
speech discussed, all the points that were raised in the Report of the Salt 
Committee, and my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das discussed the other 
two extraneous points that w'ore left out for discussion. Yet I rise to 
speak on this Bill, because T know there is a very strong feeling in Bengal 
as regards this import duty on salt. As a matter of fact, the Bengal 
Legislative Council once during this session and once last year passed 
Resolutions opposing the additional import duty on salt. I can very well 
realise their point of view, because the people in Bengal think that salt, 
being one of the primary necessities of life, and also being an item in the 
category of inelastic demands, even the poorest man cannot avoid payins 



2426 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[23rd Mar. 1932 


[Mr. S. C. Mitra.] 

this tax. It really preys very heavily on the poorest cultivator. That h 
the standpoint from which they all along raised their voices against anj 
additional duty on salt. Yet when we support this additional duty, ] 
think wi‘ owe it to the people of Bengal and the Jiengal Legislative Council 
to explain our view point. If I had not been convinced that India could 
produce her own salt if stiflicient protection were given for a few years, 
I w’ould have been the last person to help in imposing this additional duty 
on salt. The Expert Committee, of which Sir Chunilal Mehta was the 
Chairman, says in page 11 of the Report : 

“ We think that there is no ground for assuming that, with imports from Aden, Indis 
cannot easily bo made self-8uppoi*ting in the matter of salt supply and that oven the con- 
tinent itself can when areas suitable for salt manufacture but at present lying idle are 
developed, supply all the crushed salt that Bengal needs.” 

That is the view of the Expert Committee. The Taiitf Board itself in 
their lieporl eaiue to the deliuite conclusion that it was not a distant 
ideal but within practical probabilities to make India seJf-sullicicnt in her 
salt manufaeture. At page 30 of the Report, they say : 

" it may bo pointed out that our conclusion on the question ut‘ increasing tlio output 
Qfsalt in India suitable for consumption in the Bengal niarket is materially difforent from 
that of the Central Board of Revenue as stated in their Report on tlie recoiumendatiuiis 
of the Taxation Committee. In paragraph 24 of the Report, the Central Board of Revenue 
arrived at the finding that it is impossible in tiio near future so to expand the output {)t 
salt in India as to render the country self-supporting. We have definitely rejected this 
finding for reasons which ha\ e already been explained. As regards Tuticui in wo agiec with 
the Central Board of Revenue that it offers little promise ol ilevelopn cut as a sonicc of 
supply for the Bengal market.” 

Later on they say : 

“Even if it were decided to exclude Aden, our conclusion w’ould not be necessarily 
vitiated. There are indications that the extent to which the output of salt, especially in. 
the Government sources in Northern India, could be expaiideti is gi eater than we ha\e 
estimated and pending a fuller investigation of the possibilities oi the jSortlieni Jiniiu 
sources, it appears to us hardly consistent with the public interest to accept a conclusion 
adverse to the claim of India to be self-supporting in the matter of its salt supply.” 

So it is clear that not only an expert committee like the Tariff’ Board but 
also the Salt Survey Comiiiittee was definitely of opinion that India niiiy 
be self-supporting in tlie near future as regards her salt supply. As regards 
Bengal, my Honourable friend Mr. Has said that Bengal once produced 
her own salt and even taking a parochial view, we need not depend cju 
other parts of India for our salt supply. As a matter of fact the Tariff 
Board said about the past history of salt inanufacLured in Bengal : 

** Before the advent of British rule salt was maniifacturod in Bengal from sea wafer. 
The salinity of soa water along the coast of Bengi^l is imich roduced by the admixture of 
fresh water from the Ganges, Brahmaputra and other riyors. 'I'ho low salinity of the sen 
water of the Bay of Bengal and climatie conditions eoinbined to make boiling the only 
possible process of manufacture in this part of the country. A system of monopoly was 
developed by the East- Indian Company and survived till 1862. But by 1835 Chesliire 
'salt began to find its way to Cahuitta, where partly owing to its siiiiorior quality and cilieap- 
ness and partly perhaps as a result of the direct encouragement of the East Indian Conqinny 
its sale rapidly extended. In 1 863 Government abandoned the monopoly, and local inann- 
facture was permitted subject to an excise duty. Owing to the weakness of the brino 
supply, lack of fuel and other natural disud\*antages, tho cost of production of k>cal ^alt 
far exceeded tho selling price of imported salt and in 1898 local luaiuifacturo W’us entirely 
prohibited. Since that time, tho Bengal salt market has^ Vjeen suppliod ulnu)Bt cntiicly 
from foreign BourccfB.” 
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So the Keport says that in earlier days Bengal had not to depend upon 
iported salt, but later on when they had a cunfiict with the interests of 
hccrs of the East India Company, tlu!y luid to give up the local manu- 
cture. Now, the main question in Bengal is that we could get salt at 
much cheaper rate at present, if there had not been this import duty. 

^ a matter of fact when we first imposed this duty last year, salt was 
IJiiig at lis. 35-0-0 per one hundred niaurids. But the main contention 
the Tariff Board, with wliich we all agree, was that though at that time 
le price was ruling at that particular rate, there wag no certainty that 
ithin a few months the pnce would not have gone up again. We found 
lat during the last three or four years the price was ranging from Bs. 70 
) Its. 130, generally above Bs. 1(X) on many occasions. It was also found 
lat with keen competition from foreign manufacturers who had a reserve 
r more than one crore of rupees, th(3y could easily wiyie the Indian manu- 
ictiirer out of competition, and then they could raise the price to any 
xtcnt. So we found tliat even from our sclfisli interests it was better to 
ave a stabilised price under which if would be possible for Indians in 
ifferent provinces, and most likely als^i in Bengal, to manufacture their 
wn salt, that would be really a cheap supply of salt permanently in India, 
'hat was the reasons why we, the representatives of Bengal, were not 
pposed to this imposition of fresh duty. But really it' pained us very 
[inch when wo found that when money that was set apart for Bengal to 
xpend it in making experiments for the manufacture of salt at a cheaper 
ost. the Bengal Oovernment ahsohifelv refused to make even an experi- 
nent of it. Mr. T>as read out from the Beport of the Central Board of 
Revenue : 

“ Tt is clear that Benpil aral .Assam do not prop<*sO to flovote it to the object men- 
ionod since there is rio salt industry to <levelop." 

r do noi !<now wb\ tliev say that tiu^re is no salt industry to develop. As 
i matter of fact evtui by that time*. ^Tr. Pitt’s report was not complete. 
i find fhat lliougli Mr. Pitt is n^*t very optimistic, yet in a summary he 
las said iha^ an ex])eriru('nt miirht i>e made in some places. In item 42 
'le says ■: 

“ Samples of salt inaule locally in the Sundarbnn.s and the Contai area show that salt 
>f reasonabli' purity and <*leanline.<s can bo j>btaineil by local manufacture. *' 

Then in item 44 ho says: 

“ An area of lUO acres may be assumed in be the minimum useful eeonomir unit that 
‘ould bo utilised for an experimental work, rieariim juncrle may eost frr^m Hs. .30 tr 
lls. ()0 per aero and a suitable furnace and boiler will cost probably about Hs. 10,000 tf 
Hs. 15,000. A capital amount of about Us. i.I.OOO will therefore bo necessary to oroctinp 
one experimental factory." 

A-s ;i mailer of fact we also prefer these small factories nheiv even 
ihe villagers, by putting all their small capital together, may try to produce 
Iheir own salu! 

Later on in item 40 he says: 

“ Tho areas in wliich an experiment of this kind might be carried out are Lothiai 
Island in tho Siindarbans, thougli tboro may bo many areas more suitable in the Sim 
darban districts. A factory might be placed on tho eoast lino noar Chittagong ard j 
S uitable site appears to bo at tho junction of tho Palnsoro and Cuttack districts about 2< 
irnlos south of Balasore itsolf." 

T find that in paragraph Ifi also he says: 

i ovidenco is not such as to justify optimism, and is hnroly sufficient to just if 

nvostigation on an oxperitnontal sonle. But oxporimonts may prove that manufaetui 

uneconomic rato to supply local demand is feasible." 


V 
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As a matter of fact we also demand that this salt should be manu- 
factured at an economic rate for local supplies. We are not much in 
favour of large scale production alone, but if soflt can be produced even 
on a cottage industry basis, that will help the unemployment question a 
great deal. In the report of the Salt Committee, we say in paragraph 11 : 

“Now that Mr. Pitt has made his report we must express a strong hope that the 
Governments of Bengal and Bihar and Orissa will in future find means to spend the mone^p 
accruing to them on local salt dev^elopmont work.” 

So it has been put there in a way, but I agree with my Honourable 
freind, Mr. Das, that this portion of our recommendation should be 
stressed by the Government; and I hope that Government will take steps: 
to see that this money, w’hich is now obtained from the poorest people 
who consume salt, is spent for a purpose by which in future they can gel 
salt at a cheaper rate. If that is not possible for the Bengal Govern 
ment, — which I for one shall not concede, — then this money should be 
spent even by the Central Government for purposes of making salt cheapei 
in Bengal. 

The only other point on which I have a slight difference with the Com 
mittee was about the Marketing Board. I do not say that it will b( 
• possible to have a Marketing Board to control the sale of salt, but wha^ 
we suggested in our last report was to have some model shops. I do no' 
know why some attempt should not be made to follow this. In page ( 
of the report of the Central Board of Revenue tlioy quote fmm the 
report of the Salt Industry Committee of the Legislative Assembly : 

“The next stop, theroforo, is the investigation, in consultation with Local Govern 
ments, of the practicability of such control, including possibly such exporimontal measure 
as the opening of model shops selling salt of standard quality and at standardised prices ii 
selected areas.” 

The reply is: 

“ The proposal was referred to the Local Governments which agreed in objecting to th< 
retail control of salt prices as unnecessary.” 

The Lccal Governments would be correct if they say that there shoulf 
not be any attempt to cx)ntrol the retail prices, but I think our racoin 
mendation was on a slightly different basis. What we suggested wa! 
to open model shops selling salt of standard quality and at standardiscr 
prices. Thus people in the villages would see that salt might be had al 
cheaper prV.cs and then the middlemen could not raise the price of salt. 
It was the sad experience of many- of us that, whatever may be the ruliii|: 
price of rnlt at head(|uarters, these middlemen carry on things in suol 
a way that the retail buyers actually pay a higher price than what tin 
standardised price should be. So I still press on the attention of 
Honourable ilie Finance Member that he will kindly see if that is possible 
because salt being a prime necessity of life, a slight rise in prices affech 
even the poorest people. 

With these words, I support the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I feel that I need only repl; 
on tw'o points which have been mentioned in the speeches of my tw( 
Honourable friends who have just spoken. On one point they both agreei 
in laying emphasis, and that was that the Government of India shoalt 
do all that they possibly could to persuade the Government of Bengal t< 
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v^ote such money as they get from the proceeds of the Salt Import duty 
to the development of the sources of production in Bengal. 1 am quite 
willing to give my Honourable friends an assurance that we will take the 
matter up again with the Bengal Government and call their attention to 
what has been said in this debate and jiress upon them to do something 
in this direction. We cannot go beyond persuasion in this matter. So 
far ns we can go by arts of persuasion we certainly will go. I would how- 
ever point out to my Honourable friends that the amount of money which 
is likely to be available for this purpose is a good deal less than we 
originally supposed and that is because the results of our import duty 
have been much more immediately effective than w’e anticipated. The 
amount of duty collected now is being reduced almost to a negligible sum, 
because practically the whole of the salt which is being imported into 
llengal is coming from Aden and from other Indian, sources of. supply. 
However, so far as anything can he done with the very much reduced 
sums available to the Bengal Government \vc will try to get them to do 

it. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend who has just sat down referred to a 
lecommondation in the first report of this Assembly’s Salt Committee that 
something should be done on the lines of opening model shops so that we 
might thereby have some means of controlling the retail prices or at least 
giving an opportunity to retail consumers to buy at standard prices. It is 
true that wo have not received much encouragement for this plan from the 
.Local Governments, but T am inclined lo agree with what my Honourable? 
friend Mr. IMitra has said that the rejection bv the Local Government of 
rt scheme for a general Marketing Board does not necessarily convey with 
it any condemnation of the modified plan. — the rather small and nnam- 
hitinus plan, — of starting these model shops. T shall take up that question 
again and see if anything can be done on the lines of that suggestion. 
Apart from that, both my Honourable friends wdio have spoken have sup- 
ported fhe principle of this Bill, and T trust their feeling is shared in all 
quarters of this House. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That tho Bill to oxtond tho operation of the Salt (Additional Import Duty) Aet, 
1931, be taken into consideration.'” 

The moL’on w'as adopted. 

Clause 2 w^as added to the Bill. 

Clause S w'as added to the Bill. 

Mr. G. Morgan (Bengal : European) : Mr. President. I move the amend- 
uiCTit which stands in my name, wdiich runs thus : 

“ That after clause 3 the following new clause be added : 

4. In section o of the said Act, 

Amendment of section 5, 

Act XTV of 1031. 

(а) to sub-section ( 1 ) the following words Rhall be added, namely : — 

‘ except Aden, and shall not, save as hereinafter provided, belevied and collected 
on salt produced in Aden save to the extent of oncanne six pice per mavnd.’ 

(б) to sub-section (4) the following words shall be added, ncme’y : — 

‘ In the case of Aden the price to be paid shall bo fifty- four nipoes five annas per 
hundred mannds 

My object in moving this amendment is that when this Bill was brought 
^’P last year, we, who opposed the Bill, stated definitely that the people 
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who would benefit most hv the Bill imposing the additional duty, would 
be Aden, and that very little benefit would accrue to the indigenous sup- 
pliers of Indian salt. Now, you will have seen from the second report ol’ 
the Salt Ooiiiniittee that that is exactly what has happened, and we have 
got into rather a mess. T distinctly say a mess, because it is so and 1 
shall show you later on what the position is. In paragraph 14 of that 
report the following words occur: 

“ that in view of the great benefits received by Aden manufacturers from tlie policy 
adopted last year 

This amendment which I have brought forward meets both my Honoiir- 
able friends, Mr. Das, and Mr. S. C. Mitra. Mr. Das says that the 
foreign capitalists, by which I presume he means a certain firm in Aden 
and the Bombay capitalists, have no right to make the money they arc 
making out of the consumer. Mr. Mitra is very anxious that Bengal 
should spend some money in the manufacture of salt in Bengal. T can 
tell him, and the Honourable the Finance Minister has just confirmi*d wliai 
I am going to say, that there w*ill not be tmy money, or practically none; 
the money which has been collected up to date was mostly on cargoes 
which became subject to the additional duly after they had already Icift 
their export port and arrived in Calcutta or Chittagong after the duty 
had been imposed. That is not going to occur again. Bengal got sonic- 
tbing between B to 4 lakhs of rupees wliicli thov liave not seen their way to 
spend on exploring the avenues of salt manufacture. That being s<> and 
as they w’lll have practically no more money' during the coming year fnmi 
this additional salt duty, they wall have no money fo spend on the ohj.cl 
w'hifdi ?nv Honourable friend, Mr. S. C. ^litra, is so anxious about, and 
also inv friend, Mr. R. Das. Thew are Ixali very anxious from the Ih ngal 
and Bihar and Orissa point of view' that tnoney should be spemt on ilia! 
particular object. T am not going into the (pu'stifvn whether that is a 

feasible object or not; but there is no mistaking the fact that tlu-re will 

be no money for that object, and from that point of view' it also afficl^ 
tlie Oovernment of India beeansi* tluw get one-eighth of anything tlnil 
may i)c collected, and they' have only th»at nne-oighth to go on develop!)!,.: 
the va.st i-esources of Khewra, Pachbliadr.a. Sanibhar and to belj) (illie?- 
manufacturing centres. M’liat T want to do is this. Aden nndnu])ted]y 
has not tuily got great benefits, but has got greater benefits than wit'" 

anticipated, from the .additional duty — /.c., they li.ave got a hoiefit of 

about 10 rupees per hiiiidred m.aimds over and above* tin* Taiiff Ik ard - 
figures: that is to say the .selling price w^as fixaal at Bs. 00 per 100 m iiaal ■ 
the average freight being fixed at 8 rupees per ton. Now it is all V'f.' 
well to say that w'e h.ave to be very earefui about rates of freiglil. ^ 
finite agree; but T have not been .able to find out why the Tariff Roi’d 
fixed the pri(?o at "Rs. 8 a mnund, unless it w'/is th.a't they t(^ok in o)!i' * 
two years of cxtr.aordinarily high freights during the war. which we ncv.)' 
take in calculating averages. On the Tariff Board s own figiiivs, .at 
BO of their report, there was no reason why it sliould bf‘ put so bifil’- 
Tjast year, w'hcn the additional duty wais brought on, the rate was Ix'lvcr’i 
Bs. .^1 R O and Hs. 6 — about Bs. 5-jO-O on an .average. This Bill 
for one ye.ar, .and T <am perfectly certain my» Honourable friend the Finnneo 
Minister will bear me out when I say t-hat there is not mneb prospect of 
rise in freights in the year which is coming — 1932-B3; and T think tlifil 
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for that one year Aden niight ^dve us, and it will be giving baek to Bengal, 
a very small moiety of what lias been already taken out of Bengal, in 
order that we inay liavt^ a little mone\ to spend on this experimental 
manufacture of salt, and so satisfy my friends like Mr. Das and Mr. Mitra. 
that all IS being done to see whether it is yKjssiblc t<j manufacture salt in 
yhe Chilka Lake or in tlie Sundarbans. 1 know’ both places and I .am not 
going lo offer an\ opinion just now; wlu-n the reports and definite* schemes 
(onio np, one may have something to say. Bnt at the present moment, 
unless w*e have some money we simply cannot satisfy my Honourable friends 
by making a start or trial jis to whether this manufacture is feasible or 
not. 

'^riie Bill last year was a very hasty yfuHM* of legislation; and it has 
laiidi'd us in a position which many of ns anticipated. Stabilising of 
prict's Is i\ very simple matter, and alllnjULdi the Government may take 
credit for having done that, f do not think that there would have been 
any great (lil‘fit;nlty in doing that in other ways. Therefore, Sir, I con- 
sider tliaT: if my anieiulnient is accepted, it would merely mean that Aden 
would be returning to Hengal. and iiieideutally to the Government of 
India, that (‘xtra Bs. 10 a lumdred maunds which the Tariff Board in 
their figures never anticipated they would be getting, and it is only for 
one year. The whole (piestion of soiling price has got to be investigittecl. 
Values have changed, standards have changed, and the W’orld has changed, 
since the 'Fariff Board reported, and there is not the slightest doubt that 
Bs. 60 is not the proper figure now. Tf the Tariff Board were to report this 
year, Bs. GO is not the figure they w’ould fix as the fair selling price. Sir, 
in connection with this additional salt duty, it is a curious thing that 
stocks in Calcutta golas have . run down, since the 15th of June to the 
nth of March, from 38 and odd lakhs of maunds to IB and odd lakhs of 
inaimds, and' in tliose figures common s.alt is very nearly a constant figure. 
Tt is sorriething betw’oen 10 to 11 maximum .and 8 to 9 minimum between 
those dates. 

Now, there is another curious thing in connection with thost* figure*. 
If you go back to June, you will find in stock in golas 0,43,000 of Bort Said 
Bine Salt, and 2,30,(K)0 of ^lassowa salt, both of which are salt suitable 
for the Bengal nnirket. This month the only altt*ratiou in the figures is this, 
Bort Said Salt 5,17,000 maunds, IMassowa 2,11,()(K). so that they are 
practically unaltered, and today they represent, if you take off the common 
salt, 50 per cent, of the fine salf^ in golas, and we .are down to a dangerous 
stock level of finu salt in Calcutta golas. I merely w’ant to draw attention 
to this fact, l)ccause it may develop into a very serious position. Very 
often a good deal has been made of the fact that if you give Aden 16 
^nnas, d. gives back 2 annas, or whatever it may be in income-tax. Tlm*^- 

quite true; but personally I would rather have the 10 annas. The Gov- 
pi’ninent of India may be very glad to have something in the shape of 
because it is not going to get anything out of the salt as 
^aciitionnl tax, but the balance of that money has got to come out of the 
Porcliasing jiow’er of Bengal. T know’ that the point is always put forward 
th.at the consumer is not affected to any appreciable extent, but that does 
get away from the fact that with the tax and the extra .amount paid for 
s.alt from the time this additional duty was put on Bengal’s contribution 
^ something like 18 lakhs of rupees, and that has got to come out of the 
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consumer, and it means that Bengal has paid out 18 lakhs more for pur. 
chasing her salt than she need have done had she been buying salt nt 
Rs. 40 to Rs. 42 the rate before the duty was put on. And having got 
into this position, which is a moat unfortunate one, but not unforeseen. 
T would impress upon the Government the desirability of calling tlie 
conference of producers as soon as possible, my reason being that I am 
not satisfied that the quota, although it is a very good idea, will work 
for the supplies of Bengal durinsr the two years, leaving out this year. 
— I do not know what is going to happen this year, — I very much doubt 
whether with the possible quota Fiome of the indigenous places in Indi.i 
will be able to supply the Bengal market with fine salt. T have noticed 
certain figures — I refer to common salt, — and these figures arc rather dis- 
turbing, therefore T think that the conference of producers should be con- 
vened at the earliest possible opportunity and a definite arrangement oorne 
to as to how the Bengal market is going to be supplied with fine salt. 

Tliese remarks are slightly away from my amendment, Sir^ but if 
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa arc going to have a chance of investigating 
their own indigenous sources of salt manufacture, they are not going to 
get out of this salt tax as it stands at present anything to help tlieir 
object, and therefore it is only fair that the Aden producers should return 
that Rs. 10 a hundred maunds which they are getting over and above 
what they should have got under the Tariff Board's figures, and so let 
the provinces have a Tittle money with which to investigate the manufacture 
of salt in their own provinces. Sir, I move. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Comincrco): 

Sir, my friend Mr. Morgan has madt' a very rc'fisonablc spcecli 
’ ’ in support of a ver>’ unreasonable amendment. T listened to 
him very earofully, but T am afraid T was not abb' to deduce from bis 
remarks one single good argument in favour of the amendment that bi‘ b:is 
thought fit to move in connection with this Bill. My friend's chief 
grievance sc(*itis to be that Aden would benefit principally from the ixtcii- 
sion of the S’nit Act for another year. I would like to ask iny friend, wli.it 
if that is so‘^ Supfiosing Aden were to benefit a little more tlian tlio 
Indian Salt Works, what does it matter? After all, Sir, Aden is still a 
part of India, in spite of the reactionary proposal to take it awa\ Iroiii 
the jurisdiction of the Bombay Government; still for the time being at 
any rate Aden is part of India, and my friend knows verv well that 
Salt Works 

Mr. G. Morgan: Might I just explain my point? My HononiMbk 
friend has told the House just half of what I stated. Aden is IxuietltinC'' 
and I repeat, it is benefiting, but at the expense of Bengal. That was 
only reason for my amendment. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: If my friend had only waited for a few seconds nnjje. 
ho \vonld hnv(^ seen that I was going to give him not merely tin* nth^r 
half, but a little more than the half. I was going to say that of 
concerns which are carrying on operations in Bengal, the majority 
Indian. It true that there is an Italian inamifactiirer who luamif.u'iu^ 
more thru the quantity riianufacturcd by any other single works, but 
all together, the Indian interests at Aden are very considerable, jnia 
cannot understand my friend wanting to penalise those Indian interests. 
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My friend talked about the question of freights and the benefit which Aden 
w'as deriving from the fact that freights had gone down by something like 
I{s. 10 in the course of the year. But my friend knows that freight is a 
very variable quantity, and no one can forecast what is going to happen 
in the next 12 months, and it is just possible that the freight market, 
which is in a very demoralised condition at the present moment, may look 
up, and freights may move up. At the present moment there is no question 
that they are at a very uneconomic level. After all, the best answer has 
been provided by the Committee of the House which has put u]) a very 
admirable report, and by the speech which my Honourable friend the 
Finance Member made this morning. Tt is because of these various con- 
siderations — the question of freight, the question that Aden is exporting 
n considerable quantity of salt, and that Indian works are not looking up 
as fast as we would expect them to — it is because of all these considera- 
tions that it is proposed to extend the operation of the Act for only one 
year. As a matter of fact, T was thinking of moving an amendment for 
still further extending the operation of the Act, for the reason that, as 
the Honourable the Finance Member himself admitted this morning, the 
producers must have some sort of assurance that protection would continue 
if they were to expand and develop to their fullest capacity. But in view 
of the various c'oiisiderations urged in the excellent report of the Salt 
Oonimittee of the House and what the Finance Member has said, I do not 
think I can object to the proposed extension of just one year. The only 
thing which salt producers require is a categorical assurance that it is not 
intended, by putting a time limit of one year, to do a^vay with protection 
at the eiui of that period, but that this is merely a stop gap 
arrangement for the purpose of exploring tlie various factors in the situation. 

Sir. 1 should not have much to say to my Honourable friend if he had 
merely i)ut his amendment on the ground that he was afraid that Aden 
would get away with a large part of tlie booty. But my Honourable 
friend went on to talk, though very guardedly, of the interests of the 
consumer, and that compels me to offer a few observations which I am 
afraid may not prove very palatable to him. 

Of late, a great many philanthropists and protectors of the poor seem to 
have ansen in Bengal. (Laughter.) Only the other day a very intensive 
campaign was carried on by a section in Bengal with regard to the import 
duties on textiles, and the suggestion v as put forward that the iniquitous 
and wholly indefensible excise duty should be re-imposed. It never 
occurred to the people who are talking like this, that for years when foreign 
countries were exploiting the consumer in India, his champions of to-day 
never raised their voices, never raised their little fingers, much in the same 
way, my Honourable friend comes forward here to-day, and talks ('^f the 
interests of the consumer. May I ask him where he and his friends were 
when the consumer was being systematically exploited by foreign manu- 
facturers of salt, who according to the Tariff Board’s report did the con- 
suuu*r out of a erore of rupees in the space of 10 years? (Mr. S. C. 
Mitra: years.”) 8 years, I stand corrected. Miglit I also remind him 

that when Aden salt first came into this market in competition with foreign 
salt, the result was a drop by as mueh as Bs. 80 })er 100 inaunds in the 
^^pace of a fortnight? What was that done for? That was done to 
squeeze out all competition, and if we take into consideration the limited 
capacity of the Indian and the unlimited resources of the foreign manu- 
facturer — if you take that into consideration, and if you refuse to treat 
Aden on the same footing as you treat the Indian manufacturers of salt. 
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what would happen would be that Aden’s competitive capacity would be 
very greatly curtailed, and to the extent to which it was curtailed the 
foreign importer would have the benefit, and what happened years ago 
would happen once again, namely, that foreign manufacturers would 
squeeze out tlie infant salt industry in India after they had squeezed it 
out in Aden. Therefore, I am very sorry that my Honourable friend shoubl 
have thought fit to place such an amendment before the House. 

There arc various aspects of this question, very controversial aspects, 
which I would not like to touch upon. I would like my Honourabh.* 
friend to naneniber that there is such a question today before the country 
as that of commercial discrimination, and before ho asks this House to 
discriminate against the Indian manufacturers of salt at Aden, which is 
part of the Indian Empire, he had better take into consideration the 
implications of his proposal on the larger issue now before the ( ountry. I 
hoj)e that no section of this House will think fit to supiK)rt the amend- 
ment of my Honourable friend. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta': Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Th(' House 
may well remember that last year I was one of the few who felt it their 
duty to raise their voices of protest against the imposition of the additional 
duty. I showed that the effect of the duty would be 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by Sir 

Abdiu- Bahim.) 

I pointed out that the effect of the duty would be mainly to benefit the 
manufacturers at Aden at the expense of the Bengal consumer. When T 
was pleading for the Bengal consumer, I certainly was not doing so from 
the point of view from which some of my Honourable friends over llu^rt* 
(referring to the European Benches) tvould do it. I can honestly claim that 
I did it solely in the interests of the consumer. 

Rightly or wrongly, the Bengal consumer was paying a com[>arativ(‘ly 
small price for the salt he was consuming and had been consuming for 
many years past. What was suggested last year was that in order lo k('e|) 
out foreign competition for the benefit of India — that is h(^w it was put, 
Aden was included in India for that purpose — it was suggested that in 
order to keep out foreign competition and help forward Indian industry, it 
was necessary to put on an extra b^mlen on the Bengal consumer, and that 
the Bengal consumer ought not to demur. That was a proposition to which 
I was not prepared on my part to accord my wholehearted assent, because' 
I had my misgivings as to whether or not the ultimate benefit to the con- 
sumer would be secured. My fears then were — and the report that the 
Assembly Committee have now placed before the House bears it out — that 
the party who stood to benefit most from this new additional imposition 
would be the Bombay merchants alone who were carrying on the 
trade at Aden, as well as another concern there which was of Italian origin, 
and was Italian in its constitution all along the line. It was stated at that 
time that one ought not to grudge tliis additional boon to x\dcn, because 
Aden ought to be regarded as part of India. I rejoice to find that that 
position has been abandoned now, and that is why I have not hesitated 
to put rny signature to the present report of the Assembly CoinTuillcc. 
It has now been practically recognised that Aden was really out to estab- 
lish a virtunl monopoly of the Bengal market — that that which had been 
anticipated by some of us had come to pass. Sir, when the Honourable 
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the Finance Member this year came to examine the facts for himself, even 
he was impressed with the situation with which he was faced. If matters 
w'crc left where they were, in other words if nothing more W’^as done than 
to extend the period of the Act for a further term, then the last state of 
things would have been very much worse than the first. Instead of any- 
thing being done to help forward tlu* development of the salt industry in 
the mainland of India, wliat would have hai)pened would havt* been an 
expansion of the works at Aden cmjy to such an extent that even 
indigenous competition, meaning thereby com]>etition in the inland of 
India, would have been stifled out. 

Some of my friends who liave spoken before have already pointed out 
the claim which has l)een put forward on behalf of the Aden manufacturers 
before Government this year. Kncouraged naturally by the preferential 
trealmeiit which was ac(*orded to them, tlu.w were opening their mouths 
as wide as they could, if I might ust* that expression, and this is what 
tlu'v solemnly and serif)UslY suggested to (joveriiment — I am reading from 
the rciporl of the Indian Salt Associati<m, or rather the representation of 
the Indian bait Assf)ciation to tlie GoveiTiment of India which we find as 
an appendix to the C'entral Board's report. On page 8 of their representa- 
tion, the Salt Association “respectfully*’ recommend — (a) that necessary 
legislation be enacted extending the life of the Salt Additional Import 
Duty Act 1081 for a period of about lU \i ais from 1st April, 1982, (b) that 
the rates of fair selling price fixed iindei the existing iVet be raised for 
the present at least by 10 per <'ent. under the new Act, and (c) — this is the 
most interesting of tlie n.*coinmendations — Utaf the conic ni plated develop- 
nient of the inhnnf Mourees he reairirted, in other words, that the main 
object which was pmt forward in justiticjitiou of the additional duty should 
he tlirown aside altogether, and that the Aet should be extended for at least 
a further i)eriod of ten years in order that Aden alone might thrive, nay, 
dance on the graves not merely of the foreign manufacturers of salt, but 
of the indigenous salt -prod iu?er in India itself ! These recoiiimendalions. 
Sir, indeed furnish a key to the mentality which lay behind the movement 
which led to the passing of the A(*t last year, and that is why 1 had felt 
it my duty to cry, and cry myself hoarse, though in vain, against that 
prof)osaI. Tliis year, however, the facts were there to stare everyone of ns 
in the face, facts whi(»h could not he brushed aside by rhetoric or by senti- 
mental arguments, and because the farts did tell and my Honourable 
friend Sir George Schuster was good enough to see the implications of those 
facts, we felt no dilliculty whatsoever in accepting the report which you 
now find before you. Far be it from any one of us to be wishing to hit 
down or kill Aden. Jinring this interregnum, so to say, Aden has certainly 
been doing a great deal to lielp India, thougli if Aden is helping India, 
India is helping Aden even more. While inland sources of salt supply 
'vould take time to put themselves on a sound basis, you must have some 
source of supply on which you could rely, and if it were a choice between 
Aden and Liverpool, I would certainly support Aden in preference to 
Liverpool. You will find in the present report the Committee recommend 
that Government should at once introduce an inquiry into the whole posi- 
tion so us to prevent the result — I might say, the calamity, — which we all 
^M^prehended lust >ear, namely, that Aden should be enabled to establish 
a virtiial monopoly in Bengal! and it was a very wise suggestion, if I 
may say so with respect, which the Honourable the Finance Member made 
that there should be a conference of all the salt manufacturing interests 
^‘oncemed at which the position et)uld be very fully and frankly discussed, 
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because after all you must be fair to all. If there is to be a system of 
rationing, as has been foreshadowed, it is just as well that the manufac- 
turers should be warned beforehand, so that they might not find themselves 
plunged in a situation which they had not foreseen and which they cer- 
tainly would not deserve. Therefore this suggestion of a conference is an 
eminently sound and reasonable one. and w’^e have a right to expect that 
after that conference Government will bring forward proposals before this 
House which will ensure that while Aden is not unnecessarily or unreason- 
ably sacrificed, Aden does la^t at the same time gain an undue predomin- 
ance at the expense of the development of inland sources of salt supply. 

So far as the year just about to close is concerned, there can be no 
gainsaying the fact that the Bengal consumer has put an unnecessarily 
large amount into tlie pockets of the Aden merchants, but it is probably 
too late for us now to quarrel with that. Not only have Aden manufac- 
turers got the benefit of the additional import duty, they have also gained 
in another way in the unexpected reduction in the freights, but it is just 
as well to i*emenibor that because there has been a temporary fall in the 
freights, that does not justify any hasty action on the ])art of the Govern- 
ment in the way of adjusting the “fair selling price”. As the Honour- 
able the Finance Member has pointed out, such readjustments of fair selling 
prices which the Tariff Board have fixed after elaborate inqiiii-y are to be 
deprecated, because that would create unsettled conditions, and unsettle^l 
conditions could never achieve the objects which the Tariff Board inquiries 
had in view. 

My friend, Mr. Mitra, had some observations to offer regarding the 
attitude of the Bengal Government in the matter of developing the local 
salt industry in that province. Sir, my friend has read out from the report 
of the Central Board of Revenue, where it is stated that : 

“ Bengal and Assam do not propo.se to devote thoir share of the extra duty to tjic 
object mentioned, since there is no salt industry to develop, as in Assam, and no srhomo 
economically feasible for the production of marketable salt in Bengal has been produced.” 

Sir, confining myself to Bengal, it is only fair to point out that at the dale 
this reply came from the Government of Bengjil, Mr. Pitt's report was not 
in their hands. That report came later, aiul I am sure that when that 
report is before the Government of Bengal, the latter will not be wanting 
on their part in making all efffuts to see salt induslrv, which once fornicd 
a characteristic feature of Bengal economic life, not merely restored but 
placed on a much stabler and sounder footing, (^fr. B. Das: “Let us hope 
so!") T say, ‘‘Amen, let us hope so", and T hope that hope will not he 
belied. As a matter of fact, fin* the information of my friends over there 
T may mention that n few mionths ago some pci*sons who were taking sonic 
interest in this matter in Bengal started an association called the Bengal 
Salt Manufaetiirers* Association. That was a company formed under section 
26 of the Gornpanics Act and was registered. No profits were to accrue to 
any of the members, it was to be on an experimental basis, and the whole 
idea was to explore possible methods of developing the salt industry la 
Bengal. The company is only a few months old. It recently obtained a 
licence from tlie Government of Bengal. The latter have been very helpful 
in this matter. When Mr. Pitt went down to Calcutta, some of those 
wore intoresfod in this concern interviewed him, and they got every 
couragement fn^m Mr. Pitt. I gladly acknowledge all that. ThereforCr 
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I say .the Government of Bengal arc not wanting in sympathy for this pro- 
ject. The reason* why they say they have not been able to apj^ly the pro- 
ceeds of this additional duty to the specific purpose for which they were 
earmarked is that up to then no definite scheme had been placed before 
them. It is no use recalling the old- days when the salt industry flourished 
in Bengal. It is no use recalling the circumstances which led to the strang- 
ling of that industry. Jjei us forget and forgive. (Hear, hear.) Let us 
work in the present with an eye for the future, and let us see, all of us, 
that that future is worthy of the province and worthy of the country. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, 1 would ask my Honourable friend, Mr. Morgan, to 
withdraw the amendment which he has moved, because he was a member 
of this Assembly Salt Committee and ho knows that all of us discussed 
every aspect of the question he has raised in his amendment, and he knows 
lhal a year hence the Salt Committee will meet and discuss every aspect 
of th(! question afresh. But whotlier any Committee of this ILmse can 
siihscrihe to discriminating taxation between one part of India and another 
part of India is a question for the Committee to decide. 1 do not think 
iiowover this House will ever be a party to that principle, which is the 
undcr]\ing principle of his amendment; but as my Honourable friend, 
Mr. AIikIv. has pointed out, the freights may go up, and I think if the 
freights go up. Mr. ^lorgan will be a party to that because he might belong 
to that caucus, the shipping caucus, which controls freights in India. The 
djita. available behwe the Coiuiuiltee wore not sufficient for all purposes. 
They were mostly siq^plied h} my friend Mr. Morgan. T hope Government 
in the lueanwhiJc will set their machinery going to collect all the informa- 
tion about freights, and let us wait till a year hence : and if we find that 
the salt niauufnctiirers are getting an unequal and unfair advantage, then 
t1i(' rate of additional import dutv of 4 annas 6 pies could be reduced, but 
I camiot sul)S(*ribe nor do T think can .anybody on this side of the House 
subscrilu' to any discriminating system of duties between one part of India 
and another part and T do hopt* my friend will withdraw his motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, T shall take only a very 
liiniled time of the House in dealing with this question. T have a good deal 
of sympathy witli my Honourable friend who moved this amendment, parti- 
ciilarly in his ])laying a lone hand as he is apparently doing in the House. 
\V(' all of us know what he is after, and we all of us have a good deal of 
sympathy with it, but I think the only sound ground on which we can take 
our stand now is the ground mentioned by my Honourable friend, Mr. B. 
Has, who just spoke, and also mentioned in the concluding passage of hi& 
Rp(‘ech by my Honourable friend, Mr. Mody, that the principle of discrimi- 
'lation in duties ag.aiust different countries, or different parts of India in 
this case, is one which contains within itself the most dangerous possibih- 
tios. T think the House would be very ill-a’dvisod to commit itself to a 
principle of this kind. Therefore, although as T say T know* what my 
Honourable friend is after and T have a certain amount of sympathy with 
him, I must strenuously oppose this amendment. T would also put another 
point to my Honourable friend and that is this, that wc are admittedly 
only bringing forward a pmvisional measure now and the whole point of 
dealing with the situation in the way we propose is that we feel wc have 
not yet had sufficient experience of how this whole plan is working and 
that we want another 12 months to see how things are going, another 12 
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months within which perhaps we can devise some plan which will achieve 
our main object aud gmird against certain dangers to which 1 have already 
called the attention of the FTouse. 1 was puzzled by one line of aroument 
in my Honoiirabio friend s siieech, and he hiinscdf helped mo to soma extent 
b;y saying that ho had got rathor far from his original point. T think he 
had in fact got so far from it that he w-as iinconsciouslv arguing 
on the other side. He tried to frighten us wdth his picture of the position 
a> regards the stocks now available in Calcutta, Hut surely, if there \vas 
any danger of that kind hanging over the market in Calcutta— and as a 

matter of fact T entirely disagree with my Honourable friend on that point 

it there was any danger of that kind, surely we sliould increase the danger 
if we made tlie position for Aden as producer more difficult than it is at 
present. AA^e. arc and have been during the past year relying verv largely 
upon the Aden production, and tlierefore from that, point of view if wc want 
to be assured with regard to our supplies, it is surely to our advantagti to do 
everything to encourage Aden to increase lier supplies. As a matter of fact, 
I entirely disagree w ith my Honourable friend that there is any danger of 
shortage of supplies aud T think that he has drawn and put to the House 
wrong conclusions from the statistics as regards the stocks. That, Sir, is 
all that T need say on th(' subject and I would ask the House to oppos (3 this 
amendment. 

Mr. Ohairman (Sir Abdur Ttahim): The question is: 

“ That aftar olaiiso 3 the following now clauso bo added : — 

“4. In sootion 5 of tho said Act, — 

(a) to siib-soction (1) the following words shall bo added, namely ; 

* except Aden, and shall not, save as hereinafter provide*!, he levied and eolloot- 

Amendmeiit of sec- ed on Salt produced in Aden savo to tho 
tion 5, Act XIV of extent of ono anna six pies per inannd.’ 

1931. 

(b) to sub-section (4) the following words shall be adtlcd, nnnu'ly : 

* In the case of Aden tho price to bo paid shall bo fifty-four rupees five annas 

per hundred rnaunds ’ . ” 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 1 w'as added to the Hill. 

Tho Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

(At this stage Air. President resumed the Chair.) 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 move that tlu^ Bill be 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE BENGAL CPJAITNAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTABY) 

BILL — confd, 

Mr, President: The question is: 

“ That' clause 2 of the Bill to supplement tho Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ad, 
1030, do stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr, E. P. Sykes (Bombay: European): Sir, I move: 

^ ^ ” That in rdauao 2 after tho word ‘ jail * whore it occurs for tho swond time the 

many Governor’s Province ’ bo inserted.” 

Mr. President, sometimes when listening to speeches in this House, T liavc 
detected in the sfienkcrs a belief that Governments sit up late designing 
measures for tho oppression nf the people. You, Sir, with your very wide 
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experience, administrative and ether, are aware that tor want of Leisure, 
if for no other reason, tins cannot he the case. The wrongs that (^vern- 
inents connnit are more usually traceable to one or both of two causes; 
the first want of inforination and the second an obstinate refusal to admit 
c 3 rrors and reverse a policy enibarki-d on on insutticieiit information. The 
former is unfcvtinuitely a cornnuai ease. The highest compliment one can 
pay is to describe a man as ‘Svell-informed'’, a proof of the extreme dijfi- 
culty of this art. We can therefore extend our sympathy to and withhold 
our reprobation from a Government in such a case. For the latter, no 
leniency is deserved. To know' the better course and follow* the worse is, . 

I think, called sinning against the light. I hope in the following observa- 
tions to make good the fleficiencies in the hifonnation before the Govern- 
ment and the House; it will then be for the House to see that the (lovern- 
ment do not fall into the latter error. 

I would like to make it clear that any observations 1 have to make are 
not directed against the Hill. I do not say that the Bill could not be 
better, nor that the Gc'verninent an* not displaying an miwarranted degree 
of patience and forbearance liaving regard to the nature of the persons at 
whom the Hill is direett'd. Hut tins is no time for attempting to modify 
the main ])rincipl(* of tlie rdll. The House by sendiig it to Select Com- 
mittee has approved the ])rinciplc of the J^ill. The Bill has been referred 
to the Select Committee and It has been returned with a report as nearly 
iuianimons as can h(» expected, in a Hill of this nature, and no alteration 
w'hatever has l)een made in it. To attack a Bill under these circumstances 
would be to tilt at windmills, an oc*ctn)ation that attracts few practical 
men. 

Hut there an* many of us wh(> hold that the manner of administration 
of laws is not less important than their fonnulatiou ; and that the bad 
adniinislnit ion of a gfxxl law ma\ .a'jnive it of all its virtue. Now' it is 
rarely j.o^sihle to attack or to S(M*k to modify a T^iU on grounds of had 
administration; administration cannot h(‘gin till the Hill becomes an Act, 
and in most casi*s tluM’i* is no reason for announcing the manner of ad- 
ministration in advance. Tii this ]^articiilar case hfnvev(*r tho Government 
liavf* told us wliat they are going to do with thi* dv'‘tenns, the subjects of 
this Hill, in tin* (*vent of it pas-iiig into law. They have announced that 
they are preparing to send then to a ^ place which they 

])rofcss (o h(di(*ve and wisli the TTonso to believe to he saluhirious and 
nanote— in short 1o Deoli in l\:»jpu1ana. The question of saluhritv will 
not detain us long. T sup])ose the primary nieanino- of salubrious is 
healtli-hringing. .\s n^gards tin* secondarv meanings (^f the word, there 
may hi‘ sonn* differernn* of opinion. Tin’s has been known to occur with 
otluT words. Browsing the oilier dav on tlie Ti)nr>i of Ju<Vnt T came across 
a review of a Birectorv of Thdhi. The lie viewer says: 

“ One \ A intrigiiofi )\v a jiannu’aph in wliicti appeal's : 

‘The oliinato of Delhi is con^touial. . . .Duriner the hot weather hot winds blow a' 

tiinort and nro often the cause of death , Tl.e rainy season is fo^h v rd V 

mnlarin * " 

Wo may tak(' it that salubrious is not likely to come off any better than 
congenial. The fact about, the climate of Dooli is simplv this, that- it 
IS Ro vsalubrious that the Political Agent i.^ unable to remain there through- 
om; the year, even though the alternative is Mount Abu! For a con 
fir of the hot weather the Lnh blow’s day and night. Perhapi 
he House is not wholly familiar w'ith the word “Luh*\ It is a w'orc 
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which in some Indian languages, as well as in German and Scottish, 
primarily means “iiame”. I was tickled to death at an earlier stage of 
this Bill when Members appealed to the Government to reproduce Bengal 
conditions in Dcoli. 1 have lived on the fringe of Bengal and' have 
some idea of its conditions, and have passed some years not too far from 
the Banas, and the idea of creating the conditions of the Hughli on the 
banks of the lianas was full of humour. 1 advise Members who are 
interested in this matter to take advantage of the Easter concessions to 
visit the Banas. From Nawai station, fifteen miles in a motor-bus will 
bring them to the Banas crossing. A little furtlier on is Tonk, which is 
thirty-six miles from Dcoli, and the conditions do not vary imicli. The 
House will probably agree that this is enough about salubrity. 

I must now ask from you, Sir, and the House a little patience while 
I deal with the matter of remoteness. Bajputana is divided ^ip by a 
number of (piito largo rivers, which affect the history of the area by 
forming the boundaries of States and by having only a few convenient 
fords and ferries to determine the lines of communications. One of these 
is the Banas, which after forming the main drainage of the Mewar State, 
passes through a number of others and finally joins the Oharnbal, the 
great arterial river of Eajpiitana and Malwa. RajpiUana lias few trunk 
roads and one of the principal is the North and South road, which pro- 
ceeding from Ajmer through a number of States, jiaiticularly Jiiiiidi and 
Kotah, reaches Jhalrapatan. and then branches in two directions through 
Malwa. Its crossing of the Banas and the Chambal is contr<)llt‘d by 
Deoli and Xotah. Deoli is a cantonment on the right hank of flu' Banas; 
it is the only bit of British territory on tliat bank. 1 )iav(‘ not been 
able to ascertain precisely its history; but it seems lilady that after thi‘ 
unfortunate affair of the Kotah contingent in 18o7, it was cavviid out 
of the Mewar State and formed into a cantonment in which was loeatofl 
an irregular force maintained al the expense of sonuj of flu* Stales for 
the purpose of carrying out the obligations of the Govenmnnit to maintain 
the integrity of these States. In this respect, it rosetnhles on a small 
scale the cantonments of Secimdarabad, Bangalore. Baroda and many 
others which are British territories in a highly tt^chnical sense. TIktc 
is a further patch of British territory on the opposite bank, but it is not 
clear whether this was taken over as a Bridge-head or whether it was 
the result of the complicated adjustments following tlu? disposst.'ssion of 
the Mahrattas. Beyond that we come to a ring of Indian States. Marching 
with it, or at no great distance are the States of Mewar. Shapura, 
Kishengarh, Jaipur, Tonk and Bundi. 

Mr. K. Ahmed fRajsliahi Division : Muhammadan llural') : We Jtrr. 
marchimg too remote. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: The Honourable Member evidentl\ do(*s not know 
what marching means. But T will not take you through the long history 
of the Deoli force. It is sufficient to note lhat it is now represented bv 
a small Political force — the Mina Corps. Its duties are still considerable 
as the events of last June showed; and it is sufficiently occupied to he 
unable to be used as a guard for any detenus that may be sent there. 

Not only is it an important point on the main trunk road, but it i« 
at the junction of it with another branch road which proceeding through 
Tonk, crosses the Banas and through Jaipur leads to Delhi. It is there- 
fore an important junction, and regular bus services run to it from all 
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lirections. The site of the proposed Jail is actually on one of the roads, 
ind it Ib interesting to note that while one department of Government 
3 ommends it on account of its remoteness, another department is con- 
templating spending out of the petrol fund a lakh of rupees to improve the 
Banas crossing and increase its accessibility. 

Now, Sir, it is possible to expound the reasons for regarding it as an 
unsuitable place for a jail for Bengali detenus. The first one is highly 
general. It is an objection shared by all parts of India. I will not take 
you through all the opinions of the Bill. The House is doubtless familiar 
with them. I will take as typical the remarks of the Government whip 

a previous incarnation. An excellent idea, says he, but of course we 
could not have them in o\ir province. One other opinion. The Commis- 
sioner of Ajmer-Merwara gave his blessing to the scheme in general, but, 
says ho, if they are sent to Ajmer jail, I hope we shall be allowed to 
clioose our guests! It had not then occured to him that they would be 
sent to any other place in his juiisdictiou, evidently overlooking the 
power of Government to declare any pla(*e to be a jail. In short everyone 
approved the idea, but was content to leave the burden of putting it into 
practice to some one else. 

Coming to particular objections, it has already been shown that the 
chosen sit(' is at one of the important road junctions of the country. There 
is a furtlu*r and more important objection. Judging from the questions 
asked in this House, many Members appear to be familiar with the ad- 
vantages and drawba(‘ks of cantonments. I can therefore assume that 
most ivrombers know that, in spite of the traditions of a brutal and 
licentious soldiery, the good order and just administration of cantonments 
have attracted to them a volume of business out of proportion to the 
ininiediate n(‘cessilios of the place. And the same has happened in Deoli. 
Although the total population is about 5,000, as a market it is of greater 
importance than towns many times its size. I bad prepared a map to 
illustrate to the House the distribution of markets in Bajputana. but it 
is extremely ditficiilt to give a ma]) which will be visible to the whole 
Hoiist‘. I will lay it on tlie tabU*. But the principal point about the 
distribution of the markets is that from Deoli you have to go 5(5 miles in 
one din'd ion to Nasirabad, or a hundred miles to elaipur or a hundred 
miles to Baran or 120 miles to Bhawani Mandi, before you come on any 
market which is worth consideration. You will understand from this 
distance that the ])Osition of Deoli is rather like the centre pip of 5 in a 
pack of cards. It is therefore easy to understand that if Deoli has a 
market far removed from it the inconvenience would be considerable. 
Tlien, Sir, although there is common agreement that the presence of these 
detenus is undesirable, the grounds of the objections are not given in great 
detail. It appears that they are likely to have letters .smuggled into them 
or out from them, and particularly that they will corrupt jail discipline, 
•md these difficulties arc thought to be insuperable. But whatever the 
objections may be in other places, that objection will hold in Deoli. 
Bithcr they are a nuisance to the neighbourhood or they are not. If not, 
then a convenient detention camp would be either in Fort William under 
the eyes of the Government of Bengal, or in the Purana Qilla under the 
oyes of the Government of India. But if they are, it is obviously im- 
proper to plant them at a road junction at the market centre of a large 
How can business be earned on if travellers are to be subjected 
to the inquisition of the police, and perhaps be required to furnish them- 
selves wi^ passes? It may be said that there is nothing to be afraid of 



legislative assembly. 


[23rp Mar. 1982^ 


[Mr. E. E. Sykess.] 

but it is better to be safe than sorry. No doubt to the large centres a 
place like Deoli uuiy be a small inalter: when an elephant places his foot 
on an ant hill, he may be surprised at the commotion he causes and 
wonder why the ants are scurrying about and neglecting their business. 
But you, Sir, have a sutheiently sympathetic imagination to understand 
the point of view of the unfortunate ants. 

To come to my amendment. It is perhaps not well drafted, 
but it IS enough for nie that it serves my purpose. If the Ciovernment 
w’ill give an assurance that the\ will abandon this project and choose 
for the location of these gentlemen some really remote place, I am 
willing to withdraw it. If any modification is suggested which will 
meet my objection 1 am willing to acce 2 >t it. But i am not at present 
satisfied" that any change is needed. 

Mr, President: Order, order. Sardar Sant Singh. 


:\10T1()N FOB ADJOUKNMEXT. 

Alliku’.d AlAi/n:K.v<’MKXT OF WoMKN POLITICAL Pinst>xi:iis. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir. 1 beg to move that the 
House do now adjourn. The mattt‘r of urgent public iinpovt- 
ance wliicli I want to discuss is the inal-trcatinent that has 
been meti‘d out to tlie lady pri.soners while they were being transferred 
from the Delhi jail to the various jails in tlie Pmijal>. Before 1 proceed 
to put the facts before the !h)use, I want to uive an assurance, to in\ 
Honourable friends. This has become n(*(‘essar\ on aecoiint ot the remark 
which foil from the iloiiourable llie Home Member this morning lliat 1 
have taken my due as regards tlie facts from the reports published in 
the Press. I acknowledge this miidi, that the idea of moving this adjoiirii- 
ment motion originated witli me after reading the facts in the Hituiuslan 
Times of the. !2()t]i ^March. lint later cai I \T*rilied tlu .si* facts by makiiiL 
inquiries from the eye-witnesses of the whoh* affair; ami so I am in a 
position to place the facts before you for the jndginenl of the HnT>oiirai»k- 
Members of this irousc with the ecaifidenee wliat attaches to a person \vh<> 
has actually gnitiicred facts from persons wh(') have s(*en the affair. At 
the same time, T may explain that y)rf>l)al)ly the (h»vernment’s source' ni 
information is the report submitted by the Inspiw-tor of Police, wdiosc 
name, it 1 mi.stakc' not is Air. Hardy. It is l)ut natural that a poli<'c 
official who was loading w'hat w'as practically a raiding [)artv to the jail 
would naturally bo interested in the result of that raid, and in spite of 
himsolf„ w’ould bo uneonsoiously biassed in favour of liis siibordinati's. 
So without oven doubting his reliability, though being a ])oli (!0 officer, it 
open to suspicion, I may say that his version is bound to differ from tb^’ 
version of impartial eye-witnesses. What are tlie facds of this caso‘\ 
Wednesday last the lady 7 )riHonc?rs in the Delhi jail, who were convicted 
of various ofTences under the Ordinances that are now' unfortunately riihhn 
the country, learnt that thev v'ore going to bo transferred to the mixed 
in the Punjab. Probably Honourable Members are aware that according 
to the rules governing the administration of jails no female prisoner, even 
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’{ convicted of crimes against society or morality, can be allowed to remain 
in any female ward of the jail for more than a week after her conviction. 
They must be sent to the female jails where the warders, Superintendent, 
and the supervising authorities belong to their own sex. 13 ut in this case, 
the lady prisoners, who belong to the most respectable families and whose 
names 1 will presently read out, were ordered to be transferred to mixed 
jails. My first charge against the Honourable the Home Member is that 
the order of transfer to mixed jails was illegal. Who are these lady pri- 
soners f Some of them belong to very respectable families. Here I may 
be permitted to point out that this fact should be an eye-opener to the 
Government, who are carrying on n^pression in their mad desire to crush 
a movement which can never be crushed. Who are these ladies? One 
of them is Mrs. Asaf Ali, the wife of the well-known barrister of this 
place, a leader of Muhammadans in this country and 

An Honourable Member: Question. 

Sardar Sant Sing^i: My Honourable friend may question; the Muham- 
madans do not form only one party belonging to the ‘Muslim Conference ; 
there are others who belong to the Congress Party also; but they are 
leaders all the same ; they may not he your leaders, but they are the 
loaders of the most forward class amongst you. However that is a digres- 
sion. As I was sa\ing, she is a lady of great culture and great education. 
The?re was also Shrimati Chandr) ]3il)i. Who is she? Here I am not 
talking merelv of ladies belonging to families of respectable leaders of the 
Congro.ss Party; but 1 am talking of these ladies belonging to the families 
oi those who, in the ordinary street parlance of today, are known as Gov- 
orninent toadies. She is a daughter of Lala Oirdhari Lai, e\-Puh)ic 
Prosecutor of Delhi and sister of C'handi Lai, barrister of Delhi, a leading 
lawyer of this place. 

An Honourable Member: Also a toady? 

Mr, President: Order, order. 

Sardur Sant Singb: The third is Mrs. 2)urga Das, niece-in-law of Sir 
Gopaldas Bhandari of Amritsar. The fourth is Shrimati Gauri Bai. I 
understand, though I have not been able to verify it, that she conies 
of a family whose members hold respectable positions in Government 
service and one of her brothers probably is a Captain in the Indian Medical 
Service. Next was Shrimati Usha. Devi, the grand -da ugh ter of Swami 
Sbraddhannnd whose services to the Punjab have been innumerable. I 
i^ced not mention the remaining names. I mention these names not 
with a view to create a distinction, that the ladies of the highest families 
should be immune from maltreatment. T hold that ladies, whether belong- 
ing to high families or ordinary families are all ladies. Their sex demands 
respect and the utmost considemtion. I need hardly remind this 
House that India has always stood for honouring the ladies, irrespective 
nf the fact whether they belong to high families or ordinary families. 

I say these ladies, whom the trying Magistrates had recommended for 
^ nlass treatment in jails, were being detained in the Delhi District Jail. 
Bn Wednesday last, as I was submitting, these ladies came to learn that 
n«y were going to be transferred to the mixed jails in the Punjab. They 

d 
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did not like it; they naturally desired to be transferred to female jails. 
They expressed this desire to the authorities; but the authorities remained 
adamant. In order to give vent to their strong feelings against this treat- 
ment, they refused to take food and went on luinger strike. Even this did 
not move the authorities. The authorities, as is tlie policy underlying 
all their actions in these days, were bent upon bending or breaking 
these ladies, and so they persisted in sending these ladies to mixed jails. In 
this conneetion I may nnuition that Mrs. Asaf AH’s husband, Mr. Asaf 
Alt, is a co-prisoner in this jail. Maulanti Abiil Kalam Azad, whose 
leadership I do not think there will he any one on this side to question, 
is recognised amongst all Muhammadans — he also is a co-prisoner in this 
jail. These gentlemen advist'd the ladies not to go on hunger strike, not 
to care for the sufferings they were enduring for thi* sake of their country. 
The'r intervention was proving lu^lpfiil, when the lorries can^e to (‘ffect 
their transfer. There were three lorries, one full of armed police, the other 
full of female poliee who havi* bt‘en r(‘eently recruited, and the third for 
the removal of the prisoners. First of ail, (’hando Hibi was brought onl. 
bruised and bleeding and thrust into one of the lorries. {An llononrahie 
Mcjiihrr: “Shame.’") ^Irs. Durga Das was another sufferer. She has a 
child aged three years along with her in jail. The child erli'd out that her 
shoe had fallen. Kveii the cries of the ehdd were igu()ri‘d and slie. along 
with her crying child wj\s also thrown into that lorry. I forgot to mention 
one important fact in connection with Miissamat Chando Bihi’s treainenl. 
When she was being forcibly carried to the lorry and was being forcibly 
thrust into it the remark made by one of the female constables was 
handhneho rani 1ao'\ — “Bring a rope to tie tlie hitch”. That was the ex- 
pression used towards a lady t>f a high family. .Vfter that the> were taken 
to the railway station, bruised, beaten and bleeding. It is tj)o long a story 
to tell. Prison vans wen' supplied whendn tliere were only four |>lanks on 
which 15 lady prisoners were to he retpiired lo spend their night. There 
were no sanitary arrangements in tin* prison van; no food was permitted to 
be given to the ladies and A ^^as with dilHculty that the Station blaster 
was persuaded to allot a third class eoinpartinent. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has got only half a minute 
more. 

Sardar S^nt Singh: What I want to impress on the House in this con- 
nection is that this is not the only instance in which the ladies of India 
have been humiliated and maltreated. Another story showing similar 
callousness come.s from Benares. There is still another about which papers 
have been handed over to me this morning. In Meerut one Ram Piari 
Devi has been treated as badly. My submission is that the time has come 
when a halt should be made to this sort of treatment. I cannot go into 
the question now, but I will strongly urge on the Honourable Members 
not to forego this opportunity of censuring the Government and protecting 
the honour of their own mothers and sisters. (Opposition Cheers.) 

i 

The Honou|$ble Sir James Orerar (Home Member) *. Sir, in rising ^ 
oppose this motion, it is my intention, as has always been my practice, 
House, without the sTightest delay, in tbe.fulleat possessio® 
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t the facts as they are known to me. I will now read the purport of 
sports which I have received froir» the ('hicf Commissioner of Delhi. The 
acts are as follows: 

“ It had been found necessary to transfer IB female prisoners from the Tellii vTail as 
le accommodation set apart for females was small and, rnoreflver, accommodation had to 
9 made available in case other females were sent to prison. The women themselves had 
jrnplained of overcrowding and had asked for transfer. 

Accordingly on the 16th March orders were received from the I. G. Prisons, Punjab, 

[lat those 16 prisoners should bo transferred — 11 “ B ” class prisoners to Ludhiana, 
wo “ A ” class and two “ C ” class prisoners to Ambala and one prisoner to tVie Sub-Jail 
t Dhararnsala. The Superintendent of the Jail comniijuicated those orders the same day ' 
o that the female prisoners might have a chance of seeing their relatives and friends 
ipfore their transfer from Delhi. The pri.stmor for the Dhararnsala sub- jail was very 
►leased ami after communicating with her father was sent away without any trouble on the 
norning of the 18th. ^Phe remaining 15 prisoners objected and tlireatencd hunger strike 
m the morning of the 17th. On i he 1 7th they refused to accept Government rations and 
»xpresse<l their <lotermination to continue their hunger strike unless the ordeis weie 
•ancell€>d or they w’oie sent to the female jail at Lahcjre. Accommodation was not available 
it the Lahore Female Jail — (rt'fif/ fhat^ Sit ^ 'tM a important fact ) — though the Punjab 

iovornment were willing to a< coinmodate these IG female pr’soners. as doscrihed. at 
Ludhiana, Ambala and Dhararnsala, they stated that no more female prisoneis could be 
roceivod in the jails in that province. This made it o.s.sential that the 16 prisoners should 
bo removed in order to make available accoininodatioTi iji Dellii for female prisoners which, 
as lias already b€M3ii explained, wa<» limited. Tt was not feasiblf to send them all to one jail 
in the Punjab aiul, clearly, an impossible position would arise if female prisoners weie 
allowed to dictate to the authorities the jails to which they should be sent. As prisoners 
they have no opt ion in the matter and must obey orders. 

The Superintendent of the Jail did everything possible to induce the prisoners to give 
up their hunger strike and asked Mr. Asaf Ali, who is iletained under the Kmergency 
Powei*8 Ordinanee, and Dr. Aiisari. to intervene. Their intervention, however, w:as of no 
avail and the prisoners ])ut forw'ard a further condition that Government should give an 
undertakiug that all \voifu*ii prisoners sent enciNl in Delhi in the politieal movement should 
bo tranaf<3rn»d either t<i the Lahore Female .Fail or to one single jail. As clearly indicated, 
this was an impracticable demand and the Superintendent of the Jail inforrneil them that 
it was impossible to allow them to remain in Delhi any longer and that t hey w’ould have to 
go. The Superintendent's last interview with them in the early afternoon of the 17th 
showed that they vrere in most unreasonable fraiiio of mind, and that further argument 
was of no avail. Ho obtained orders from the Chief Commissioner who said that the rules 
were to be observed, that the transfer should be effected and that, if necessaiy, the services 
of the women police should be culled in. The Deputy Superintendent of the Jail was 
ordered to carry out the transfer. The prisoners were informed at about 4-30 p.m. on the 
18th that they would bo transferred to Ludhiana and Aml>ala and wore warned to pack for 
the journey. Those who desired were allowed to interview their husbands and relatives, 
ft appeared that wiser counsels were prevailing, for the prisoners broke their hunger strike 
and took refreshments. The Deputy Superintendent was also given to understand that no 
resistance would be offered. By 7 p.m. everything was ready, but Mr. Asaf Ali told him 
that there was one recalcitrant female prisoner who might give trouble and a postponement 
of transfer for one day was suggested. The Deputy Seuperintendent was unable to get into 
touch with the Superintendent of Jail and, rightly, decided that he must obey the orders 
given to him. The prisoners were told that if they did not go willingly, women police 
would be called in. Thereupon the prisoners started shouting objectionable slogans such 
as InqUdb Zinda bad “ Angreti Hukiwiat Barbctd'’*^ **Zalifn Hukumat Barbad'\ “ Safed 
Chamre Walon Ka Saiya/nash ”, and so on. 

Mr, Oaya Prasad Sinj^ (Muzaflfarpur cum Cbamparan: Non-Mubam- 
tnadan): Wbat) is that last expression please? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 

“ Saftd Ghamre Wal<m Ka Saiyana^h ”, ” Police Walon Ka Saiyanash ”. 

“The women police, nine in number, were accordingly- called in uj^er a Deputy 
ovperintendent and directed to remove the prisoners, whereupon one of the leHer called 
^ Nsadik Met Ao, Mat Hat Lagao, Wama Mhin Manmgi’’. On beihg 
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approached by the police she lay down and caught hold of a bent pole but was lifted bodily 
and taken outside to the lorry in which they wore to be conveyed to the station. The other 
prisoners caught hold of each other’s arms to offer joint resistance. In the course of the 
removal of the prisoners oi\e prisoner received a slight scratch between the thumb and 
index finger by accident from a brooch; whereupon all the prisoners began to shout that 
one of their number had been injured and was bleeding. After three prisoners had been 
removed with considerable difiiculty it was decided to bring the lorry inside the jail up to 
the gate of the female ward, but the remaining prisoners offered no resistance and 
reluctantly c;ame out of the yard shouting, cursing and abusing. One of the women police 
was bitten on the thumb and had her aari nearly torn in two. 

When the Dharamsala prisoner was transferred in the morning there had been a 
demonstration at the main station* and it was decided to remove the batch of 15 prisoners 
from Shahdara station. At the railway station the prisoners refused to leave the van until 
they knew the accommodation to be provided for them, but eventually by the effoi-t-s of 
the police officer and some friends of the prisoners they were pacified, and when the train 
came in, w.>re put into the compartment allotted to them. Under the rules they travel 
in a prison van or in third class carriages. At the station also abuse and bad language 
were used freely and the drinking goblet of the women police was thrown down and broken 
in a fit of temper by one of the prisoners.'* 

Now, S:r, those are tlie facts as I believe eorreetly reported, and in the 
very brief remaining time at my disposal i propose only to make a few 
brief eornments. It struck me in the course of the Honourable gentle- 
man’s speed! , that he made, so far as I ari! aware, no single allegation 
supported by any specific facts of any iualtreatn!cnt whatsoever, and so 
far, his account is in accordance with the account which 1 htive receivcai. 
He said further that the autliorities were entirely to bhime with regard to 
this because they were coiuinitting an illegality. 1 (Uny that there has 
been any ^legality in the niatter at all. Transfers from one prison to an- 
other are one of the commonest features of jail administration, and these 
particular transfers were ordered entiri'ly or largely or mainly in tbe 
interests of the prisoners themselves. The aijcominodation in the I)t‘lli' 
jail is limited, especially the kind of accommodation which the jai! 
authorities were desirous of oflFerrng (o ladi(‘s classed as “A” and “11” 
class prisoners. After great inconvenience to themselves, and after great 
inconvenience to the Government of the r!mj!ib, arrangements for transfers 
were made. It was impossible, even if the prisoners were entitled to make 
a demand of this character, to comply with the specific request that they 
should be sent to Lahore, btarause there was no accommodation at riahoro, 
and I hope that the House will not support any line of action which the 
prisoners asked the aiithorities to take which would result in serious con- 
gestion and risk and serious injury to the health of the prisoners thein- 
selves. 

The points which I desire to emphasise are that the transfers had been 
asked for by the prisoners themselves, and the particular place for which 
they asked, namely, the Lahore jail, wfis impracticable for reasons which 
1 have mentioned, and the demands they made* w(*rc in fact unrcasoiinhle 
and impracticable. There was no desire on the part of the jail authorities 
to use any force at all, nor would any force have been used if the prisoners 
had not necessitated it by their own conduct. Such force, as was necessary 
and no more, w^As api)licd by the women police, and I have been infonncd 
by the superior police authorities that in his opinion this recently formed 
b(^y of women police behaved with great discipline and w’ith great 
priety in a very difficult situation. Force was only used in the last resort 
4U spite of great provocation, resistai^ce and abuse. It did not exceed the 
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absolute necessities of the case. It was carried out under duly and properly 
authorised orders, and the action wh'^h was taken was, I submit, the only 
proper action to be taken in this case. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong' and Rajshahi Div sions : Non-Muhara- 
iiiadan Rural): What was ihe ruunbev of. lady j)nsoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The number was 15. 

Xow, Sir, (hose being the facts of the <*ase, 1 shall lt*avt? it to the candid 
judgment of the H.uus<» in the* al)sence ot any speciiic facts given by the 
Honourable Member who assures us that further inquiry into the matter 
Avas made by himsell', — I leave it to the candid judgment of this House what 
vei’dit't thc'y should pass. But, Sir, I do desire to dwell upon one general 
question. I think that it would be riglit for me to point out that the 
obvious object of ent rely gratuitous disturbances and disorders of this kind 
is to place the ])olice fr)rees and ex(X‘Utive authorities in a difficult and 
embarrassing position — to induce them or to tem])t them, as the occasion 
should serve, possibly to exceed their [cowers. Tn this ease they were not 
oceeded, but in every ease their object is to exc'ite prejudice against the 
Covernment and tlie offic(*rs of Government. Now, there is a phrase very 
well known to the British people, and I think, in essence to the best and 
the most reasonable part of the Indian people, and that is, “Women and 
( hildren first”. But the phrase is capable of being used in a very different 
iiianner and it has \)ovi\ so delil)erately used. Women and children have 
deliberately been placed in th(.‘ forefront of disturbances in reckless dis* 
regard of any injurv , apart from any inc'onveiiiences that they may suffer, 
for the purpose of |)ropaganda, and I do a|)[)eal to the House, because I 
Miaintain tltaf this is a typical instance of that kind of propaganda— I 
appeal to the House not to give it any em*ourageinent. (Applause.) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkund and Xumaon Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural): 'rhe Honourable tin* Hume Member concluded by remind- 
ing us of a famous British expression “Women and children first”, and 
accused the political leaders outside* of having placed women and children 
first in their struggle for the ])urpose of creating a feeling in the country 
by (*xploiting tli(*se unfortunate* people That was his argument — that 
women and eliildren were being us<*d as pa>\ ns in tin* game, t(^ ])araphrase 
it frankly. That, Sir, is an entin* misreading of the politi(*ai situation 
aud the part that women take in tin* political movement. Bui supposing 
'vomen and children were used as pawns in the game by piditical leaders 
<’ntsidt*, sb'iuld the Britisli [People go baek on the principle that (bo Hon- 
ourable* the Home Member enunciated, namely, women and (‘hildren first? 
bliould tbe\ let loost^ wom(*n (‘onstables on weuneu and children first? 
Tjhe introduction of w<nn(*n constables, it not (‘bildn*n C(mstab]«*s, shows 
British pe(q)lo in this country. obvi<'>usIy inspired by Sir Samuel 
Hoare, put women and eliildren first 


The Honourable Sir James Orerar: We havi* had women constables in 
aigland ffir quite a eonsideral)le time. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I know that, and I am coming to that. Women 
^'onstables were in existence in England for a considerable time when 
■'^^onien were struggling in England for women s franchise, a struggle which 
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has been crowned with victory by Sir Stanley Baldwin’s final surrender, 
giving practically adult franchise to women. Even so, educated on British 
ideas, fed on British philosophy, reared on the lap of British science, the 
women in India are taking to the movement just as our men have taken 
to the movement. Women in India are taking to the national movement 
just as the women in England took to their emancipation movement. It is 
absolutely incorrect to say that w'omen and (diildren are put in the forefront 
of the 2 >olitieal movement. Their being there is a logical result of British 
rule in India, a result which Macaulay with his pro^^hetic eye foresaw when 
he penned that famous minute deciding to educate Indian men and Indian 
women on English linos. Therefore, tlio charge that women have been put 
in front of that movement for purposes of exploitation is a charge that 
cannot hold water. It is a charge that I refute from this side of the 
House, and I would ask (jovernnieiit to imagine that a situation is devi‘- 
loping, has developed, and will continue to develop in this country just as 
H similar situation develo|)od in their own country. The struggle is goinji[ 
on and will continue until it attains the goal toward which it is directed. 
Must, therefore, I ask, the Government, continue to look at new things 
in their old fashioned way — must the Government ifontinue to look at iu*w 
developments, I ask, w'ith their old-time spectacles? Must they not 
change their attitude now? Must they not change their angle of vision? 
That is the question that I will put to the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber. What is the f\in of coining and tolling us in this House, as tho 
Honourable the Home Member has told us, about jail rules? He said 
that the women Were obstinate, their demand was impracficable. Was 
not the Honourable Member, when he made that statement, applying 
tho rule that is generally applied to other classes of wouieii prisoners? 
Are not our provincial and Central Governments treating our lady prisoiars 
exactly in the same manner as non-political prisoners are being treat(‘(i? 
Supposing a worntiu sets lire to a neighbour’s house, suppe^sing a woman 
poisons her relation, supposing a woman proves a murderess and is sent to 
prison, the prison rules apply to her. Supposing a young girl, fascinated In 
the idea of securing freedom for her motherland which she feels has been 
manacled for ages, supposing, fed on the milk of Western education and 
the teachings of Lord Morley, Milton’s ideals and Macaulay’s preaching.'^, 
she wants to liberate her eountry, her countrymen and countrywomen in 
exactly the same manner in wliich English women have been acting m 
the past— must these brave patriotic girls be treated as ordinary common 
felons? I am told that the demand is impracticable. How could it be an 
impracticable demand w'hen young girls, all of them arrested at Dehli . . • 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 regret very much to interrupt tlie 
Honourable Member. The reason why it is imprac^ticable was that the 
jail to which they required to be transferred was already full and could not 
receive more prisoners without congestion and all its evils. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: What is their number? 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: The Honourable the Home Member says that 
the jail to w’hich they wanted to go or they were to be sent was full up. 
ask the Government which spends such a lot of money on the maintenanre 
of the Army — could they not have converted one of the hotels in Mussoon 
prison for the. girls of India fighting for their freedom? 
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♦Could they not h-ave converted one of the hotels in Simla, say the Cecil 
Hotel in Simla, into a jail for girls fighting for their freedom? 
(Laughter from the European (Iroiip.) 1 find gentlemen laughing there, 
but let us respect these young girls who are fighting for a c.ause 
with courage and with idealism. Let them not la^ treated in the same 
manner as othei*s an* l)eing treat(‘d. Could not the Government have 
known that women are going to enter this movement ? Could not the Gov- 
ernment havl^ crcjated a goc^d first class women’s prison with excellent 
Mccommcalatifui, respeetahle ladies looking after them, and with all 
the (ionviaiienees that these girls used h) derive in their own homes, — 
even more conv<*niences ? Governm(‘nt must have imagination. As Lord 
Morley said in his letter to Lord Minto, “The Government should not> 
adhere to old maxitns. Thi^ old times are gone and the new times breathe 
a new spirit and we canned carry on upon the old maxims’*. The old 
times an^ gone hut these dangerous maxims remain. Why did it not 
strike the imagination of the Government to build a new prison for girls? 
There is no getting away from tin* fact that the Indian question will be 
settled, as the Irish question was settl<*d. though it threatoi's to be un- 
settled, as the (\‘inadian and the South African questions were settled, and 
if you don’t give women and children proper treatment, then take it 
from me that this kind of treatment .vill leave a trail of bitterness behind 
(Hear, hear.) Tt is no nse for tin* GovernmenI to say that they shouted 
slogans. I myself havi* shouted slogans when I was a political prisoner, 
when I was transferred from the Agra prison to the TiUeknow jail. There 
was a breakdown of the lorry near a college in Agra, when the students 
were preparing for an examination. My fellow prisoners raised shouts. 
The young boys came forward and 1 shoutod to them the slogan. “Swaraj 
cannot wait, your studies can wait”. I was not muzzled, though the 
Leafier of Allaliahad asked why 1 was not muzzled. If 1, a man, coiild 
be treated belter, why could not th(*se women he treated bettor.* 

Then the Honourable tlu? Home Mtuuber said that Sardar Sant Singh 
did not giv(' speeitie faets. 1 aiTi astonislied that the Honourable the Home 
Member should have stated that he did not givt* speeitie facts. A lawyer 
of Sardar Sant Singh's t*inineni*e .-md reputation in his own place could 
not avoid arguimmts. He eomhined faets with arguments. Within the 
short time at his disposal he gave facts. He referred to children being 
dragged. Tie referred to how a prisoner or prisoners were bleeding. Are 
these not facts? We ha^'c* not secured a contradiction of these facts. 
My friend has got his facts from a newspaper which is working under the 
Ordinances. I know what it is to run a newspaper, my paper having been 
the recipient of a warning lately and a rather hard warning. If I repeat 
the tone and the language, I must bo prepared for n heavA security. I 
f'in sure the Hhidustan Times is working under the same conditions as 
every other newspaper, and no newspaper will publish facts without veri- 
fying them for fear of being prosecuted under the Ordinances or sup- 
pressed, and the very fact that the Hindustan Times is in existence after 
^he publication of these facts and my Honourable friend, Mr. Bajpai, the 
energetic Publicity Officer, has not. issued a contradiction, is adequate to 
prove to the House that Sardar Sant Singh was taking his stand on hard 
which have not been liquified by the soft reasoning of the Honourable 
the Home Member. The Honourable the Home Member used the yvord 
^ inquiry”. No inquiry will satisfy this side of the House unless it is an 
impartial inquiry not meant to whitewash but to probe into the fiicts, an 
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inquiry which would result in the building up of a good women prisonera* 
jail with the latest eonvt^nienees for these girls, both literary and other- 
wise, for let it not be forgotten that they are fighting for the freedom of 
the country. The Honourable the Home Member said that the women 
police were embarrassed by tlie.se ladies. In rejily, 1 will only repeat what 
Lord Morle;\ said before i conelude. Lonl Moi-ley wrote to Lord Minto: 
“Your law and order people are responsible tor at least as many fooleries 
of history’* as these' aggressive politicians. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury (Bengal : Landholders): \ stand shoulder 
to shoulder wiih my fritaid Sardar Sant Singh in support of this motion 
for adjournment. He has taken up a right cause as a .Member of this 
House to move this adjournment motion, and I will remind my Honourable 
friend the Home Member of a saying by Edmund Burke', “Invention is 
exhausted, reasons are fatigued and experienee has given judgment but 
obstinacy is not yet conquered’*. However cogent argument is placed before 
this House, howt'ver strong leasoning is put fonvard, however much truth 
there bo in the testimony, tlie Honourable tlie Home Member conies with 
a few typed pages with the facts known lo him as a (lospi'l truth and 
brushes away the whole* issue with the remark, that the matter is mis- 
represented, the reason is unjust and the demand is iinreasKHiable. May 
I relate one bare naked fact. Here is the true (*opy of the telegram sent 
by Mr. Asaf AH to IMr.s. Asaf Ali : 

“Wire on honour condition health and if FoikI ra.^uniod onohlo mo do aanno, most 
anxious Asaf. ** 

This clearly indicates tliat if Mrs. .\saf Ali taki's food he is also agree- 
able to do the same. But what is the reply that .Mr. Asaf Ali go! to this 
telegram. T read onlv a portion which will enable this; Honsr* to know 
how the authority interprets. The reply runs thus : 

“ I withheld your telegram to your wife this morning for the simple renRon that 
you said you would go on hunger strike if she eontinues hers ” 

Now, if .iTiv Honourable Meml)c*r knows a bit of English he will understand 
the meaning of this, ;nid this is the sort of reliance* the Jlnnourahb' tin* 
Horne Member places on tbe reports ht‘ gets. TT(‘ said that tin* deman<l 
was unreasonable and what was tlur «leinan<l? ^*110 rlemaiul was that fh" 
women should be sent to tVinalc jails, anrl T will draw tbe at fruition r>f the 
House to tile conditions in mixt*d jails, and I am grateful to the llhiduslfm 
Times for publishing it. Tt savs: 

“In view of the debnte on an ndjonrninent motion in the Tjeginlative .Asseinhly an 
VVednesday, permit me to plae*e 1 he following fa»*ts hcfor<» the roadr'rs of our esteemed fnrpr'r 
with regard to th»? treatment of women political pri««>ii*'rR in itu» Ihinjah .Tnils whore Delhi 
prisoners have been transfern*d, to show how rlangeroiis aiul rejireliensihle is U\o pia<*tire 
of keeping women political prisoners in Tnpn'K jails. 

2. In almost all Dislrlet jails, th«ve is one female ward meant for the deteiilioti <»f niah'** 
trial female prisoners or fir v»^ry short-term female prisoners. .After eonvietir'ii those 
prifeionerj? are tran.sferred to I^ahore PVniale jail, 

(a) ('Onfitr*ment|of female political prisf mors in thesr^ female wnrris in Distriot jails 
objeetioimhlo and preearioiis boeuiise unlike female jail, whent the entire .staff 
except the Siip»‘riiiLendent and one or two elorks is female, in Distrii.d. jails the entire stuff 
With the except ion of one warrlress is male. 

' o Whereas in lOmale jails, no male enters the jail unless aeeompanio<l by the Deputy 

Superintendent oi a wardress, in a female ward a large numlxir of males enter every day» 
even when there is no wardress. 
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(c) That respectable ladies are likely to bo harassed by criminals singing indecent and 
immoral songs or levelling filthy abuses against ea<*h other. 

(d) Ladies are, while passing from ward to the olfice and back for interview, likely to 
be insulted and assaulted. When the jail staff is not itrirnuno ^orn such attacks how can 
rosptK^table ladies bo considered safe ? 

(c) A criminal may jump over the walls of the tVmale ward and may make an indecem 
assault on ladies. A largo number of convict wanlers move about in the jail at nighty 
Any punishment after assault will be no remedy for the harm done. 

.3. The batch rotrently transforrod to Multan jail is open to such disacJ vantages. The 
distance from the oflice to the ward, wljoro they have- been lodged, is about a furloqg and 
ft half. Water supply is insuiTiciont. The space at the rlisposal of the prisoners to move 
about is irutdoquate. Latrines are quite close to the place where prisoners are kept. There 
is only one wardress. She cannot be present in jail for 2i hours. If unfortunately any 
Judy falls ill at night, there will bo no means of communicat ion to tlie liighcr stall. 

4. If there is ovepcrowtling in the Lahore b'emale .fail, another District Jail may be 
converted into a Keinale Jail with female staff. “ 

Tlio Honourable AfombHi* in a ligbt-luun*ti*d manner looks at that little 
dof'iiimmt which lu* posst.’sses in his haiuls and s;i\s that the cUinand was 
lint reasonable and it cannot he iin*t. Sir, in his speech iny Honourable 
friend was internijitcd by my friend, Mr. Mitra. when he was asked, how 
inanv prisoners be was ; 4 oing to transfer. The number given was 15. 
Only for these 15 individuals, even if aee<iinriK)dation was not available 
in the Lahore Jail, they could easily be accommodated by the prisoners 
in sub-jails being transferred to other jails. 'I'liat was a fair proposal, 
Sir. what is the underlying motive in all this? It seems that the 
delil)t*rate intention of the (iovernment is that they will punish these 
female prisoners in siicdi a manner direct l\ and indirectly so as to inti- 
midate them into refraining from taking part for the future in a movement 
for Swaraj, i say. Sir. with th(‘ utmost eonfideuet‘ and with all the power 
I (‘an (‘ommand that this sort of iiu*an tr»ek will not redound to any 
statesmanship in any (dviliztal government on thi* face of the globe. Sir, 
this political nK)VemeiU i*aiinot be retarded b\ any such tactics a< the 
practising of oppression and maltreatment on t>\ir ladies. By viueh in- 
hninan sufTcrings being inflicted on our wonu-n. tlu* country is ii(»t going 
lobe gagged in tbeir p(»litieal .adx aiu-t-ment Our woim-n w 11 have to 

listen to the still strong \oiee of tjieir <.»w u ronsrienee, and eonse’cnee ift 
<nTnmon to t‘Ver\ buinan being. Sir. bv eh methods you only '.ourselves 
J^prt ad haired in the mind' of evtuw sidf n'speeting eiti/en, and I <ay no 
power oti this (*arth can survive if it «*oniimies its administratit>n in the 
future on su<di lines. 

Mr, Jagan Nath Aggarwal (.lullundur Divisi n : Xon-Mijba?umadan) : 
^ir. the Hoiuiiirahle the Honu' Meiid)er almost appn^aelied this qiie.stion 
''ilh l(*vil\. He merely |)ointiMl out that in what my TTonour.dde friend 
‘^aiil aboiil there being illee:ilit\ in nnu^ving tlu'se prisoners, lie was not 
‘‘‘a'lei't. Sir. my Hon<)ura))le and beamed frituid gave l.he other side credit 
a good deal more. I can fi ll him fhaf the of flic law which 

llu*\ have contravened in tlu' freafment aee<'rdt'd <o those ladies is not 
imy seefiim of ilu' Indian Penal (’tale nor of an\ other Code of Criminal 
Procedure, hut if is a eonf ravi'ntiiMi. (J.iruf -Celonrl Sir 17* nrff Gidncjf: 

Wo cannot hear von.**V Yon cannot hear me? You wall hoar me pre- 
sently. 

Mr, President: Louder, please. 
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iCr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Sir, it is a contravention of the law oi 
decency, it is a contravention of the law of humanity, it is a contravention 
of that law which my learned friend is quite familiar with, “Women and 
children first “ and of which Europeans are the greatest exponents, and 
it is a sorry state of affairs that we have now to remind them of that 
doctrine, which they have in their own lives in dealings with their own 
countryineii, practised all along for genc^rations untold. Well, Sir, it Is 
that patent and obvious objection that we take to this treatment of onr 
ladies in a inannor whicli is ntdther befitting their dignity nor redounds to 
the credit of the Governnuuit. What is the objection wc' take. Sir? Wt* 
say, one might almost say. “Beggars cannot be ch(K)sers“. The question 
is, once you are in jail, you are eertainly entitled to expect that you shall 
be treated in a manner beiitting the dignity of the rrovi*rnment. and also 
befitting the position of the persons sentenced, especiallN if they be f>f the 
fair and gentle sex. Well, if that is so. what is in realitv the grievaiu'e 
of us on this side of the TTouse, and what is the answer to our grievance/' 
Our grievance is that tlu'Se ladies were removed Ixxlily hy force and 
maltreated in this process of transportation. The other side replied tliai 
every prisoner i.s liable to he transported from one jail to another owing to 
the exigencies of space or oven'rowding of jails. Tn the first place may T 
point out that when it was settled in December last Bi)nnd Tahli* 

Conference that there was going to be a fight with Congress — in December 
last, mind you, not January — in December last befon‘ Mahatma Oaiidlii 
had departed from London, Mr. Churchill very bluntly informed us of it in 
the ParliamenLiry T)(d)ate and ^Fr. Benthars memorandum has lemovial all 
doubts on that score, the Oovernmeut should have prepared for this fight. 
Now that being so, it ought to have been anticipated that women arc a 
necessary party in any national struggle; Government should have knenvn 
it; and is it not sheer inefficionev that they did not foresee that women 
would figure in the national struggle? It is alleged that women have been 
put fi)rward by scheming politicians here just to act as s(*rccns behind 
which to take shelter. Sir. can anybody pnrtend for one mfunent that flii-i 
ifi anything hut a travesty of the facts? It has been imuitione<l and main- 
tained in tin* Anglo-Indian Press — in which my learn(nl friejnl <»ver there 
is very much interested — that men are taking sludter behind tin' 'tnn rs nt 
women. Sir. that is grotesqmdy wrong and mischievous. Iconic at the 
figures of men rotting in jails. The same national spirit that per\-a dc^ 
these men also permeates our womenfolk. If that is so. then it is wholly 
idle to make such allegations and indulge in such propaganda ns the other 
side is indulging in. Sir, they send complacent inessag<*s to tin* SiH*rp<:»r> 
of State that. “The situation is all quiet “The situation is improving”- 
Sir, T say the situation is not improving. It should be uiuhu-stood that 
when the movement has gone down to our womeTi and children, the situa- 
tion is not improving, and it cannot improve. 

Lleut.-Oolon«l Sir Henry Gidney (Nominutcd; Xon-Oiru ial) ; Sir. I nsf 
to a point of peraonnl explanation. The Honourable M«‘nibi>r nnulf » 
reference to the attitude of niy community towards this question. 

I inform you. Sir, that, representing as I do iriy community hen*. 1 would 
never desire anything more than that, “women and eliildren should coiuc 
first’*. 

Hr. Jagan Nath Agganval: The Honourable Member’s personal exph^* 
nation has nothing to do with the point I am now making. 
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Liout. -Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: You lenve my community alone. 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

. 

.llr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: As f s;i\, it is \vlif>lly iJiii to prettnd that 
rtht^st.^ woiiJiMi itro thoro bv tho inoro design of the seherning politicians: 
they ar(‘ llieii* because tJiey feel for their coontry. because the riK^vernenl 
has gone honii.* to tliein : and I say if the time haj> come wlicii oiir women 
arc also licing ciaiipcdlcd to take siieli a kt»en interest in polities and such 
a kciui and lia/.ardous jiart in the ualional struggle, then il is time that 
tile coimiiiiniipK* i.ssiM'd by tlie (lovernincnl was li-visi'd. Wbat do we 
tind It is said that “Tlie. situation lias boeonu* ([idet”. and tbe Seeretarx 
i)\ Slati* is assuivfl by the fiovernmeiit of India and the Secretary of State 
assures the Flousi* of (/oinnious that ttir situation is well in hatid. Sir, 
what is the eontention of iny Honourable friend opfx\siti*V The jails are 
fivta-crow (h^d. anil h<* (*ann»>t find ro<^ni for these people in the solitary 
female jail of tlie Punjab. Sir. m\ TTonnurahb* friend must confess to 
pal])able inefTicienev if he did not foresee that women in appreciable nnm- 
IxM’s would come forward t** court arrest, and he ’s not entitled to take 
shell i‘r behind the c-xense of laek of space when a ntwv jail is being built 
adjacent to tbe central jail at Lahore. My Honourable friend, Mr. Hanga 
Iyer, w*as not very happy in his suggestion of converting the Hotel Cecil 
into a prison for women, but I must say. Sir. there arc so many buildings 
whiidi this city abounds in. and I ask, why not convert all these* interesting 
buildings in which noliodx likes to liv»* in the summer ff>r lack of sirfficient 
water, into jails? Women certainly could stay in all these places in New 
Dcdhi. After all, the Ordinances are liki.lv to expire in June. Therefore. 

I sa\ that it is cither a part of their .self-iomplncency or it is a lack 
of fnnsiglil, .\nyway. I s\ihmit. that it is Itigh tiiut* Oovernment consi- 
dered that mori* aei'oinmodation should ht» provided for women prisoners. 
My Honourable frit'nd ^Tr. Tiahiri rhaudliury has already quoted from the 
Uintltisihn} Tinn'tt, and I would also like to point out that it is very essential 
that. W 'fiicn must he jilacctl in surroniulings where thev are n<»t likely to 
gi't huproper treatment, either from tlu' « tVicials who are in ehariic of them 
or from others who max hi* confined along xvilh them. Sir. when (tox'em- 
merit aiv keet»ing women in jail for political oflfonees. is it open to them 
to forget that hx that ver\ reason more consideration is due to xvomen 
as sucli tlian 's du^ to men? You must not bring them into surr« undings 
in whicli llieir verx honour is imperilled. That is xvh.at is expected of them 
My learned friend told us that there is no rt>oin in jails and that there are 
more prisoners in the» c^ountry than we can keep. Sir. Government will 
*rfOn (5ome to a point xvhen half the eountrx will he insidt' the jails and 
the other half outside? Hnt T cannot agret* with the ?vmark that there 
no room in the Tiahore jail for the ladies, there must he some room. Sir, 
there is ample a<'conimodation in Delhi. I sax that the Governinent must 
have less ac^eomiiuxlation for tlie ordinary convict and women prisoners con- 
victed for politieai offences should have more aceoinnuxlation in jails in Delhi 
and elsewhere. Another suggestion which I would like to make in this con- 
nection is this. We r«»a4l last vear in tlie press that one of the Provincial 
Oovemnients, during the short space of L'i* days, got into existence a jail 
and they took credit for it. When a Provineial Government could do so 
With their limited resoilrces. cannot the Government of India cH>nstruci a 
jail for lady prisoners? Then, Sir, another siiggeatkm that was ticiade 
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last time was that criminals were lei out iu the Lahore jail to make room 
tor political priscuicrs. You couUl do this again by sending the ordinary 
criminals to the district jails. Tlierefore, 1 say that the grievance which 
these ladies iiad was not that they wanted to go only to Lahore. They 
wanted to remain in jail, sc. it (iid not malti*r to them whore they were 
kept. Wlrrt thf> did want was that tlu‘\ should have proper surroujidingn, 
and mv Hoiumr.ihh* irieiul's admission llial they had jio acecunmodation 
for them is an admission either of inelhciency or of lack of foresight which 
he caiinoi ilisciaiiii. 1 sii])port, the motion. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Lombay City: Non-Muhainmadan Urban): 

.\li. iMesidenl, I am certain tliai nobods on Ibis side of the 
op.M. j-ji)use is surprised that wo an‘ having these discussions a little 
oflener pt‘rhaps tlaiu m\ Honourable friends <»n th(* oppcjsitc* side* of the 
House would desire. J^iu when we ccaisider the atmospliere in which wi. are 
livinti and also consider that we liavt* beiu sitting in iroutinuous sc.‘ssion 
ioi neaii\ t\\o nn iillis, it will he admitted that, on the* whole, this House 
has Hot indulged in discussions of this sort a little too «)ften. yir, at the 
very beginning we had a discussion on the Ordinance's. \\ i* had a Kescjlu- 
tion which .^XlemhiTs on tliis side of the House' eonsidered exceptionally 
reasonable hut which was construed by m\ Ibaiourable IrieiuLs opposite 
us a vote of censure. It gave tliis side of the House tlie opportunity of 
ventilating their views ancl, in language that could not be mislakcui. of 
informing my He noural)le friends opposite that there was considerablo 
bitteruoss and ill-feeling in the land. If by any chance tlu‘y did not agree 
with that opinion, then we waned them that in a few months Ihc'v would 
have to agree to ii. Sir. tlicre has been and there is considerable hit.ba- 
ness throughout the leiigtli and breadth of this (*ouiitr\. If if is not 
apparent on tlu. surface, ladievc me if is not because it is not- there. .And 
to mislead otirselves or to mislead anybody else, whether tbe\ be in this 
countr\ o?’ outside this coiintiv, is, in my humble opinion, a (‘rijuinal aetieri. 
We ought lo reali'^'C the positio»i and we ought to have our e\es open to 
the state of affairs that exists. 1 d*' not know what- infonnati(»n a\ailal)lo 
to my Honourable friends opposil**; but. if the\ c(>nviii]er tliat all is well 
in every pari of India, I hcg to disagree. The' inc.vement. is gca'ng mulei* 
ground and 1 ]iav«* not tlie slightest doubt al)'.ut it. (Applause from the 
Oppo.sition Benches; ; and, llje)eh>re, Mr. President. 1 am not at all sur- 
prised at this motion for ad jcjui muent of the House*. 


Looking at thcj rjuesticni on its in(*rits, however, as it eonn s up before 
to-day. tln re is a grea{ deaj in whicdi T have to disagive with some t>f fhe 
Honourable Meii)l,ors mm this sid,. r,f tin* House. The facts of the case 
appen !(^ me* to lie fairly simple. There were* n ecjrtain niimher of ladies — 
3n Kugiand fh(‘c a>'e ;ill nov. being (railed women and I would ]»rcfer, 

uithiajf^ being rude to fhein in , riy wav, to call them women in the P'T'' 

jail. Persona Ic. ] am not eoucerned wh(dh(*r tliey were welbeonnectefi 
or whether came from flie poorest elasses. T d * nf»t think thaj lais 

anvthirig If. do with the rpicstif n. A c.eHain numb«*r of women were in 
Leltii. AA e have noOiing to do op the present octrasion 
WMy they w-o- in jad. AAYj h.ave discussed that question. A certain nun^' 
er of them w^ »v in “A*' class, n certain number in “R" class and a cerfain 
mim )(3r til ( class. Ti \v’as decided that they should be removed from 
e ueini jail ftn good reasons knovrn to Government. It may be duo to 
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jongeatioii or it may be that tlie} eould not be well looked after here. Any- 
[low, they were infornuMl that tliey would be nanoved and they objected. 
They atipulaled that they must go to a certain jail. Now, whether it is this 
(Jovernment or whether it in a Swaraj (ioveniment or whether it is any 
Indian StaU*, no (Government can stand dictation from prisoners. 
(Applause from OfVieial benches.) They said they wanted to go to a certain 
jail. 1 understand from what the Home Member said that, even that 
point was considered but il was found that they could not be removed to 
that particular jail and tlu*\ were s() informed. I have not lieard one word 
said yet from anylxjdy that tlu* jails to which they were tc^ be removed had 
accoininodatioii wliicli was w«)rse than is provided in the Delhi jail. No 
allegation has been made that the jails to which they were U) be removed, 
whatiwer their cliaraeter, w'«‘re imieh worse than the jail at Delhi, There,- 
fore, J take it that they wi-rt* being remr>ved to jails just as good or just 
as bad as the jail at Delhi. They refused to go. They cari’ied on their 
non-c;o-operatioii inside the jail as most, probably tlu*\ would have done 
outside. Under those eireniiistiiiuM's. 1 am at a loss to know what any 
( rov(*rTimeiit could ha\e doin* or could do. Tliey begged of them, they 
implored them to go. I under.«itand that ceitain well-known gentlemen 
who h;ipf>ened to he available in jail were ask»^d to help.. That i*^ what 
I believ<* th«' Honourable the Home ^^emb»‘r said just now. I think he 
gav(» out the names of oiu* or two well-known men. He mentioned the 
name Dr. Ansari who was asktal to persiiaile tlnau. I also underst-Jind 
from him that tiu* juTsuasioii ot these* gentlemen re*^nlted in the stoppage 
cf the himger slrike. Ts that correct? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I believe so. 

Sir Oowasji Jahangir: It viuius tc» im* that if those facts are correot, 
as stated by tln‘ Hononralile the Horne Member, then steps wi*re taken 
to persuade thest* ladies to move. But they would not move, and their 

refusing to move could only result in .the use of force by the Police. 

That has been admitted. (^lovenunent admit that they did use force. 
Now, when force is us<'d whether it he against men well-connected or the 
poorest men. or whether it be against women in any state of life, it i.s 
always unpleasant. The use of force always results in retaliation. But 
ni\ Honourable friend who luo^ed tlu» motion for adjtairnmeiU did not 
tell us why force was used by the women police. There must have been 
some eanse, and therefore if thc»re was some cause for using force, he did 
not mention what it was. It is quite easy to imagine what must have 

happened. These women must have refused to move, they mu.st have 

clung togethc‘r; some for<»e must have been used and then' must have 
been a bit of a tussle and ultimately one or two must have been removed 
and the rest must have reluctantly followed. On those facts. T regret I 
am not able to go into the lobby to censure Government. 

But, the diseussion has had a very useful result and that is as to 
what is the, accommodation that Oovonimont are providing under these 
extraordinary (*ireumstances. That is not a point for a vote of censure, 
hut it arises on this motion whi<'h has served a very- useful purpose. Are 
Government taking procaiiiions to see that there is enough jail accommoda- 
won, for if the present state of atTiiirs continues. I have not the slightest 
doubt that Government will ri‘<iuiro not double, not treble but four times 
the accommodation they have got at present. 1! this discussion only results 
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in iGoverniiient taking proper precautions to have this jail accoinniodation 
ready, it will have served a very useful purpose. 1 agree with every 
word that mv Honourable frieiuls have said with regard to Govern- 
ment seeing to it that all women, wliether they be highly placed or the 
commonest of womein all convicted of political offences should be decently 
treated. 1 would on this occ-asion again appeal to Goveriiinc‘nt to see that 
the classification is properly judged. That is another point that might 
well be brought to the attt'ution of (lovernnumt. Some da\s you see that 
men who have been ac(*ustoined to live wtdl are put into “C’ class and 
also men who had been put into “A“ class before, are f)ut into the “C*' 
class. 1 do not think that sort of thing slanild laaitiiuu*. It only adds 
to the bad blood, adds to the had hading, it onl> adds to the difficulties 
that we are all going to enc ounter in a yviir or two. or perhaps within 
six months. Therefori'. it would be as well that (h>vernnu‘nt took a long 
view in these matters. All they want to do is to eontiiie thc'se ])eople and 
stop them from their activities at present. That is ail that is na]inred 
to be done and there should he no ma1i(dons action. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Hurma : Nmi-Kuropean) : Mr. Ihcsident, there 
was a time, not very long ago, when the Honoiirahle the Home Member 
had the bonetit of serving the (u)Vermin*nt i>f Honihay. That also was a 
time when my Honourable friend Sir Gowasji .Jehaiigir was a Member of 
the Government of Hoinbax. Sir. judging frcmi the speeches delivered 
lO'day by tlie H.onouiahle the Home Mtanlier and l),\ Sir (’owasji Jelningir 
it strikes me that tliis association has done neitlujr oi them any good. 
(Laughter and Cheers.) 

My Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir (piitt^ rightl\ poiiiti'd our 
to the Government Henehes that there is intense feeling in the count ry 
and that the ino\ement is gathering strength, whether it he? above the 
surface or below the surfaec*. He pointed out tf» the (loveriiiiu'nl that if 
would be a criminal act to minimise or inisreprescait the intensity f»f heel- 
ing in the country. 1 think I am voicing th(» opinion of the Opposition 
Benches when I say that nothing done by Government, nothing done by 
any Government official can cause more bitterness to Indians than the 
treatment meted out to their woirien. (H ear, hear.) This is a factor 
which iny Honourable friend Sir James (h*erar always swayed by his pecu- 
liarly cold logic can never take full not(i of. 1 was amazed when la* 
informed the House that he saw nothing in tin* allegations made by rny 
Honourable friend Sardar Sant Singh to justify this juljoumment motion. 

I also listened to the facts nai rated by my Honourable friend Sardar Sant 
Singh and although I have a peaceful disposition, I certainly saw red for 
a few minutes. If the fards related by Sardar Sant Singh strike the Gov- 
ernment Benches as innocuoii.s, if the facts narrated by Sardar Sant Singh 
fail to move my Honourable friends sitting on the European non-official 
Benches, then I am afraid the British community, official or non-official, 
will never realise the strength of Indian feeling, so far as the treatment 
of India women is concerned. (Hear, hear.) 

; My Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir made certain pertinent 
enquiries f»nd T should also like to repeat those enquiries. Is it th© 
tion of the Gov(a'nment of India that the jail administration in Delhi wouM 
ha.ye ,come to a standstill if these 15 women had not been removed 
Belhi jail to some other jail? Would it not have been possible, assumioff 
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that there was congestion in the Delhi jail, would it not have been possible 
to remove some of the male pri8on^^rs from Delhi jail to some other jail 
and keep the women prisoncra here? As a last resort, would it not have 
been possible to remove from the Delhi jail sonu*, (^f the women prisoners 
who have been (fonvieti'd and sentenced under ilu; ordinar\ law? On this 
point f want to challenge tht‘ statement (if mv Honourable friend Sir 
(V)wasji Jtdiangir that this House should not draw anv disliiartion between 
persons sent to jail under tlic Ordinan(M‘s and p(*rsons sent to jail under 
the ordinarv eriininal law (if the land. 

Sir Oowasjl Jehangir: 1 .said so. 1 said distinction shoud be 

made. 

Hr. Jehangir K. Munshi: I stand correcttul. Am 1 to understand my 
Honourable* friend now to sa> that he did not suggest that whether 
women prisoners are dt^tained in Delhi jail under the Ordinances or 
whether they are prisoners uu(h*r the oivlinary criminal law 

SirOowasJi Jehangir: That is not what 1 said. I <a> now and I always 
maintaine(l that thert* slK)uld be a great distinction between political 
prisoners and prisoners who have been convicted under the ordinarN law. 
Hut there should be litth* differenee in considering prisoners well-connected 
and poor peo|»le ^^■ho Iuim* been eiinvicted of politicad offences. There 
may be a distinction ol .\ and (' ela'^s by all means. Hut because a 
well-eoniieeted prisoner happens; to be obstinate* you eanuot let that per- 
son ofi. Sla* or be should get tb(* vame treatment a pi'Vson who is 
poor and struggling. 

Ml* Pr6sid6nt: The llonourabU* Member has made his position clear. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 1 apol(»«'i>t‘ to ni\ Honourable frieml Sir 
(’owasji .lidiaugir tor having i(iisuiul<M'st<Hi(l him in an\ i>urticular. 1 am 
glad that 1 base him with me aiul the Ind(‘pendi*nt Benches ith me 
when 1 sa.\ that this House will certainly draw a distinction between 
prisoners wlu*ther male or tiauale. who are in jail under llu* Ordinances 
and those who are in jail uiuler the ordinary ('rimiual law. 

llu: Ilonourabh' the Home Member expressed hiiuself disappointed at 
tilt* lack of more speeitie facts from Sardar Sant Singh. I would invite 
th(.‘ Honourable the Home Member hiin.self to give fuller facts to the 
House when be n'jiiies to this debate, as to what is the total jail accom- 
modation in Delhi, lum man\ women can be ordinarily accommodated 
m the Delhi jail, what is the mimher of women in Delhi jail imprisoned 
under the onlinary law. and w]i\ it was eonsidi*red necessary to single 
uut these 15 ladies to distrihutt* them all over the Piinjah. This House 
'^mdd also like to know whether, when these 15 ladies are separated in 
this way, t\vo sent to one jail and three to another and so on. there will 
ho any other women prisoiiiws in those other Pimjah jails, and what pre- 
cautions w’ill be adopted to see that the honour of these 15 ladies is 
safeguarded and that they will not be subjected to ill-treatment, distress, 
or risk of any kind. Be(»auso, ultin^ately we must come back 
question, how are we going to allow our women to be treated, 
Whether in jail or outside it? (Hear, hear,) 

Mr. President, incidents of this type which have been related ill this 
h "’ill not only hidp the Congress movement but will alsq 

J^^nlutionary naovement. 1 ask Sir James Crerar to imagine to 
hnself the feelings of thousands of young men and wpmen who are 
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^fathering round the revolutiionary banner filled with. a deaire to kill those 
particular peo]>le who have been reportcul to have subjected these ladies 
to this violence. I am not here concerned with the point . whether it will 
be right or wrong for these revolutionaries to think of taking such action. 
But is it not natural for such people who have joined this violent revolu- 
tionary movement, to feel at the moment a strong desire to kill persons 
placed in such positions who subject Indian women to such treatment? 
Would Sir James Crerar be surprised to read a couple of days hence that 
one of the Bengal revolutionaries or any other revolutionary, whether he 
is called a misguided patriot or a dangerous criminal, has killed two or 
three of tliese oSfiiicials who were responsible, according to the reports 
available to us, for these atrocities committed on these women? I shall 
not be surprised and I am sure the Opposition Benches will not be sur- 
prised. Whither jire the Government of India leading these young men 
and women? ITie Government of India want to crush the Congress 
movement; they also want to stamp out revolution and violence. Are 
these the methods to be adopted? That 15 ladies imprisoned without 
trial under the Ordinances should be forcibly 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Did the Honourable Member say 
they were imprisoned without trial? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Without trial except under the Ordinances. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I think the Honourable Member is 
mistaken. He said they were imprisoned without trial. They were not; 
they were convicted. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Docs the Honourable the Home Member 
seriously suggest that any of these women have been sent to jail after 
a proper trial as a trial under the British constitution and in a British 
court of law is understood? 

The Honourable Sir Ja,mes Orerar: Certainly, Sir. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mr. 'President, it is very sad to part with 
a Membe'* of this House, whether official or non-official, with w'horri one 
has sat in this House for about four years. But if that is Sir James 
Crerar 's conception of trial under British law, then I for one do not feel 
any overpowering sorrow' at the idea of his leaving the country in the 
next few days. 

Sir, I do hope my Honourable friend Sir James Crerar will make it 
clear to the House why it was thought indispensable to remove these 15 
ladies from the Delhi jail, why they were separated in the manner they 
have been separated, and what precautions the Government of India or 
any other Government are going to take in order that these lailies may 
not be subjected to ill-treatment, insult, molestation or risk of any kind. 
That, Sir, is so far as future treatment is concerned. But so far as the 
past is concerned, so far as the maltreatment of these 15 ladies is con- 
carped, that can only be dealt wdth by a successful censure motion. 
(Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainyi (Leader of the House) : SSr, I do 
not wish to speak at any great length, but there are one or two ob8erva_ 
tions which occurred to me in listening to this debate and I felt that 1 
' ought to say something. The adjournment procedure, Mr. President, has 
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beera deviued in order that the House may have opportunities for discus- 
sing definite matters of urgent public importance. The subject to-day is 
the maltreatment of the women political prisoners in Delhi jail in the 
course of their transfer to mixed jails. I have never heard a debate on 
a motion for adjournment in which so little has been said on the subject 
of the motion. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: On a point of order, Sir. Can any Honourable Mem- 
ber question the propriety of the Chair not interfering with Members when 
they were speaking irrelevantly? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola): I do not 
believe that the Honourable Member s contention is that the debate was 
irrelevant. The Chair would have taken notice if it had been irrelevant. 
The Chair holds that the debate has been quite relevant. The Honourable 
Member's contention is that in the discussion which has taken place* 
sufficient has not been said on the one issue involved to which he wishes to 
draw attention. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I was not raising for a single 
moment any question of order whatsoever. T am perfectly well aware, 
Sir, that you are always ready to control the debates in this. House if they 
tend to go beyond the proper limits. That is not my point at all. But 
what I noticed was a certain timidity amongst the Opposition speakers and 
a desire to deal with matters on the fringe of the subject rather than to 
get near the heart of it. That appeared even in the Honourable the Mover’s 
Bpoech, because as I watched the clock T began to wonder whether he 
was leaving himself quite sufficient time to give the facts to which he 
wished to draw the attention of the House; and it seemed to me that he 
was leaving himself very little time indetid as in fact it turned out. And 
since my Honourable friend the Home Member read a statement of thef 
facts from the report which he had received, I have not heard his version 
seriously challenged by any one of the speakers. In those circumstances, 
Sir, I think I am entitled to claim that our version of the facts holds 
the field, and the position was very aptly summarised, if, I may say so, 
by my Honourable friend Sir Cowasji Jehangir in his speech. He put it 
very briefly and very clearly, and the sum and substance of it is just this, 
that force was used, that it was necessary to use it if jail discipline was 
not to go by the board altogether, and that no facts had been alleged to 
show either that the orders given were unreasonable or that in carrying 
them out more force had been used than was necessary. It was precisely 
on those grounds that ho announced his inability to vote for the motion. 
I admit that debates of this kind, which give an opi)ortunity for Members 
on the unofficial Benches to let Government know what the feeling in the 
country is — ^I am not questioning that — ^but still when we come to the 
point of whether this motion should be carried or not, then I claim that 
on the specific point put before the House no sufficient grounds have been 
advanced for an adverse vote. Now, one speaker — ^I think it was my 
friend, Mr. Aggarwal — suggested that it was not right to send women 
prisoners to places where they might be treated improper! .v, and my Honour- 
able friend, Mr, Munshi, made a similar suggestion. Now, it occurred to 
f^o, as it occurred to my Honourable friend, Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, to 
ask what reason anybody has to suppose* that in the Ambala and Ludhiana 
jails they ,are in faot in any greater danger of improper treatment than 
they are in the Delhi jail? Surely that cannot be assumed. . , . . 


B 
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Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Because they are separated from one another. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: Does the Honourable Member 
suppose that the Delhi jail is not a mixed jail as my Honourable fiiend 
the. Mover called it? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: But the fifteen have been separated from one 
another. Here they were not separated but were kept together in the 
Delhi jail. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: Does the Honourable Member sup- 
pose that in other jails there is no separation? My Honourable friend 
is I think a little unfair when, having been betrayed by his own ignorance 
of the facts, he attempts to cover his tracks, as he did when he made the 
suggestion that these prisoners had not been tried. I cannot congratulate 
him on the manner in which he attempted to wriggle out of that little 
difficulty. 

In all seriousness, we do realise on the Government Benches the sen- 
sitiveness of Indian opinion when there is any apprehension or any fear 
that Indian women have been cruelly or unfairly treated. We do realise 
it. But there is also this to be said, that it is very important, if and 
when accusations are made of such treatment and are shown to be without 
foundation, that this House, while ready to condemn what is in fact 
maltreatment, should also not be ready to censure Government when all 
that has been done is to carry out the plain duty of any Government in 
the position which actually arose. That is the plain issue before the House, 
Mr. President, and personally I have great confidence in what the verdict 
of the House will be. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

• Mr. President: I accept the closure.^ The question is that the question 
be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Sir, I would not like to detain the House much 
longer, but I would like to answer certain questions put to me by the 
Honourable Sir Cowasjee Jehangir and the Honourable the Leader of the 
House. The question which has been definitely asked of me by tlie former 
is, what is the difference between the jails to which they have been seat 
and the jail from which they were sent? The reply is very simple. The 
jails to which these lady prisoners have been sent are meant for habitual 
alone. Habitual jails are meant for those convicts who have got more than 
one conviction at their credit. They are hardened criminals and are there- 
fore kept in separate jails. The ladies were sent amongst hardened crimi- 
nals who would not hesitate to outrage their modesty by shouting abusive 
slogans even from a distance. The second reason is that the jails to which 
they have been sent are not intended for female prisoners. Female jai** 
under the jail regulations are provided. In my speech I made it clear. 
Probably either I was not clear or this portion of my speech was not 
listened to with attention. Female jails are separate jails in the Punjab, 
and probably there is only one such jail and that is at Lahore. ^ The other 
jails have a female ward and that ward is meant for under-trials and no 
jail can detain female prisoners after their conviction for more than a weeK* 
-This is the illegality which I pointed out, and if this illegality ceases o 
be an illegality because it is committed by the agents of the Honourffb o 
the Home Member, then I have nothing more to say. But if it is 
illegality, then I charge the executive authorities for violatjoft of ^ 



whose name they are transferring these prisoners. If this is not a specific 
allegationV.I fail to see what is a specific allegation. 

I now refer to the second point. The Honourable the Home Member 
has stated that it was impracticable to accede to the wishes of these lady 
prisoners. The reply to this is also very simple. Since the time these 
lady prisoners have been transferred from Delhi jail, the female ward lies 
vacant up till now. I challenge my Honourable friend to say that there 
are any lady prisoners now there. (Opposition Cheers.) The third speci- 
fic fact I am going to supply is this : that during the last civil disobedience 
movement of 1930 the European ward of this jail accommodated fifteen lady 
prisoners. Now it is being used by their four favourites, who are known 
as approvers in the Delhi conspiracy case. Could these approvers not be 
removed elsewhere and these ladies accommodated instead? My friend 
Mr. Munshi has asked me how many women can be accommodated in 
Delhi jail. I think I have supplied the answer and this answer should 
satisfy everybody. 

The question has been put to me — what led to the use of force towards 
these lady prisoners? The reply again is very simple. Is not a man or 
woman entitled to protect her honour or chastity or modesty, specially 
when it is being threatened by an illegal act of the executive? Were they 
not justified in demanding that they should be sent to the female jail? If 
this demand was legitimate, certainly they ^vere justified in offering 
satyagraha when being removed to places not meant for their detention by 
the law of the land. 

These are the facts which I want to place before the House. I will 
say in the end that the real cause which leads to such abuses of power lies 
in £he fact — in the mentality which at this time prevades the European 
Benches as well as the Government Benches : namely all the members 
of the family of a person belonging to the Congress school must be consi- 
dered beyond the pale of laws and decent treatment. The most receJnt 
instance of the working of this mentality that I have come to know is of 
the wife of one Bhagat Singh, wdio is now detained in the Subzimandi 
lockup. She fell ill and wrent round all the hospitals to be treated. 
Every female hospital refused to admit her and she died only yesterday 
for want of medical treatment. {Cries of “Shame, shame" from the 
Nationalist Benches.) These arc the facts Sir. The Honourable the 
Home Member opposite wanted facts. T/e challenge the mentality of the 
Government. If they really Avant any co-operation or any settlement of 
this burning question, and one day it must come as my friend Mr. Jianga 
Iyer said, they must not make themselves slaves of such a mentality. 
In the meantime, Sir, bitterness has increased, and is increasing 
immensely. It has increased to such an extent that it will in near future 
become very difificult for the Englishmen to remain in India. With 
these remarks I leave my motion in the hands of the House. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Mr. President, I have only got 
half a dozen sentences to say, as the ho\ir is somewhat advanced, in reply 
to what has fallen from the Honourable the Mover of this motion. I am 
somewhat surprised that an Honourable and learned gentleman— learned 
in law — should be repeating the statement that the action taken in this 
3ase was an illegality. The Honourable and learned gentleman referred 
bo a regulation in the Punjab Jail Manual prescribing, if I understood him 
correctly, that, owing to the existence of a special female jail at Lahore, 
every other jail should evacuate the special wing allotted to women aa 
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Speedily as possible. It is a perfectly proper arrangement in normal ad- 
ministrative times, but it is obvious and must be obvious to the Honour- 
able Member himself that it is purely an administrative and executive order 
issued with reference to normal times, and when he repeats, on the basis 
of that reiterated fact, that this was an illegality committed by Govern- 
ment and its officers, he must be aware himself of the veritably untenable 
character of his allegation. I repeat once more. Sir, that even though 
the Honourable Member has had an opportunity to reply after his notice 
had been invited to that fact, there was nothing illegal, nothing to indicate 
or to substantiate the allegation that the women policemen who were 
mainly concerned in this matter deliberately and gratuitously maltreated 
these prisoners or used any more force than was absolutely necessary. 
He has not said one single word about physical maltreatment of that kind, 
which I understand to be the gravamen of his charge. 

. With regard to the other more general matters, I would like to say 
One word in reply to what, if I may call it the more practical speech made 
by my friend from Bombay and what was said in confirmation by the 
Honourable the Leader of the House. Wo do indeed very fully recognise 
how sensitive public opinion is with regard to these matters, and I do not 
think that the House will be prepared to admit, in view of the very 
complete statement ivhich I made, that it could be reasonably inferred 
by any reasonable and sensible man that our views in the matter were 
different or were otherwise exemplified in this particular instance. Not 
only the Government of India but the Local Governments are fully aware 
of this and indeed they have precisely the same disposition themselves, 
and I absolutely deny the suggestion that in any jail in any province in 
India where women are confined that principle is departed from. 

As regards the provisions of the jail accommodation to which my friend 
from Bombay referred, that is constantly engaging the attention of Local 
Governments, and I may assure the House that, should most unfor- 
tunately the necessity arise which recently, I am glad to say, has become 
loss and less, arrangements will be made by which the detention of 
prisoners will be adequately and properly provided for. 

Mr, President: The question which I have now to put is that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES— 33. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 
Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 
As£ajc Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Bagla, Lala Kameshwar Prairad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dutfc, Mr. Anitir Nath. 

Gunjai, Mr. N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 
Isra, Chaudhri, 

Jadhav, Mr. B. V. 

JoBhi, Mr. N. M. 

Kya> Myint, TJ 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Lal^hand Navalrai, Mr. 

Lilsahar Chaudhury, Seth. 


Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Mur.shi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Manlvi 
Sayyid. 

Mr. K. C. 

Patil, Hao Bahadur B. L. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. KAmakrishiia. 
Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Harbila^. 

Son, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Thampaii, Mr. K. P. 
tJppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr 
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Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Biswas, Mr. C. C. 

Brown, Mr. R. R. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 

Cosgrave. Mr. W. A. 

Crerar The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry. 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

• Owynne, Mr. C. W. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Ismail AH Khan, Kunwar Haiee. 

Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury 
Muhammad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till 
the 24th March, 1932. 


Lai Chand, Hony. Captain Hao Baha- 
dur Chaudhri. 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Rahuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar. Cap- 
tain. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Sykes. Mr. E. F. 

Tin Tilt, Mr. 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji, 
Wood. Sir Edgar. 

Yakub. Sir Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad 
Young, Mr. G. M. 


Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 




APPENDIX,* 


Translation of the speech delivered in Marathi by Mr. N. R. OunjaU M.L.A., 

in the L^islative Assembly on the 10th Marchy 1932y during the General 

Discussion of the General Budget. 

Mr. N. B. OU2i]al (Bombay Central Division: Non-Mubammadan 
Rural): Sir, the Honourable Sir George Schuster last Monday presented 
to the Assembly the Government of India's revised estimates for the 
current year and the Budget estimates for the year 1932-33. The public 
had already before them a fair outline of this Budget in last September and ^ 
they were consequently unenthusiastic about it. Since the taxes were 
raised for a period of eighteen months only in last September, it was un- 
likely that the Finance Member would resort to a fre»h enhancement of 
taxation now. The people may, however, find some interest in knowing 
how far the Finance Member's expectations! have come to be realised 
during the last four or five months; and as regards thia it will be seen that 
Government estimates have failed in a rising degree. 

At the commencement, no deficit was anticipated in the current year; 
but the Finance Member had to declare a deficit of ten crores last Septem- 
ber. The new increase in the taxation was certified in the teeth of opposi- 
tion from the whole nation, and even then there appears to be a likelihood 
of the deficit rising up to 13i crores, for the current year alone. If, even 
after the application of the retrenchment axe and the excessive increase in 
taxation, the Budget cannot he balanced, will it be unreasonable to hold 
that the Government machinery has seriously gone wrong somewhere? 
Really the Government of India machinery needs overhauling before it can 
work smoothly again. The reform needed is that full responsibility should 
be introduced at the centre and an Indian expert should be appointed as the 
Finance Minister. Even with the abnormallv enhanced taxes the estimat- 
ed income could not be gathered this year; this is ascribed by Government 
to the general trade depression. No doubt, that i» a true cause to a 
certain extent, but the present political situation in the country is, to my 
mind, the more potent cause of it. The import and export t-gures are 
instructive in this respect. For the first ten months of 1929-30 figures for 
imports and exports stood at Ra. 265 and Rs. 201 crores, respectively. The 
corresponding figures for 1931-32 were Rs. 134 and Rs. 105 crores. Although 
the fall in trade prices may bo one of the causes of this diminution in the 
imports bv Rs. 96 crores, the boycott movement is not the less important 
cause. It has resulted in the decrease of income from custom duties on 
sugar and cloth. Therefore, starting of conciliatory political policy is the 
real effective remedy for an early improvement in the economic condition 
of this country. Even the Budget figures support this conclusion. 

The Budget estimates for 1932-33 provide 129 crorea and 96 lakhs as 
the revenues, 127 crores and 81 lakhs as expenditure and 2 crores and 
15 lakhs as the closing balance. The accuracy of thes^ estimates depends 
largely on the progress that will be made in retrenchment. Next year the 
militarv expenditure is estimated at 46 crores and 74 lakhs and His Excel- 
lency the Commiander-in-Chief has warned us that there will be no further 
scope for retrenchment there. Several Indian leaders have already 
expressed the view that India is unable to bear so much military expendi- 
ture. The popular party should not slacken their demand for curtailment 
of military expenditure. Taxation has now reached the maximum h^it, 

*Vids page 1786 of these Debates. 
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but even then Sir George Schuster suggests enhancement of taxation on 
•salt, kerosene and other articles, of necessity. This discloses the delicate 
•condition to which the Government are reduced. 'The Eiaiance Member 
should bear in mind that when he raises the taxes, he has got to give 
corresponding advantage to the people. Maintenance of peace and order 
is not the only function of the Govemmient: but it is also their duty to 
: solve the problem of unemployment, to develop the industries in the 
country, and so on. ^ i 

The inflation of currency by 35 crores has well served the Government 
in respect of payment and flotation of debt. Great Britain has been much 
benefited by the export of gold. Government propose to float a loan of 
14i crores next year. Government securities are going up; this ensures 
success of the loan, no doubt. But Government must, at the same time, 
strive to improve the political situation in the country. 

The Honourable the Finance Member expressed his regrets over the 
Budget while presenting it and remarked that he had to present it to the 
Assembly as ordered by His Excellency the Viceroy. The Assembly Mem- 
bers need not feel sorry. The agriculturists had no profit last year and the 
^rainfall was defective thi& year. The times have changed. If Government 
realise this, it is strange that they should pursue the policy of adding tf) 
'the burden, of taxation on agriculturists and dther professiona. This vc'mt 
• the farce of retrenchment has started, and Indians have fallen victims 
’thereto. There have been several instances of the Indians coming under 
retrenchment, but there are only stray instances of Europeans coming 
thereunder. We feel very much for this discrimination. 

£Jne word more; the deficit in the next year’s Budget is to be met by 
floating a fresh loan. Every year Government go in for loans thereby 
swelling their indebtedness. I accused Government of insolvency last year; 
that might have given an offence to them. I have to say that any sub- 
ordinate Government under the Government of India could have, with 
propriety, declared insolvency on account of the heavy burden of debts; 
but the Government of India, being the fi^upreme Government, have not 
got this way open to them. That is the only difference, 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 24th March, 1932. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND AN8WEBS. 

DBiiHi Move Allowance and Simla Hottse Rent Allowance. 

915. *Sardar a. N. Mulumdar: (a) Is it a fact that the Army Head- 
quarters staff receive an allowance of 33 per cent, as Delhi move allow- 
ance? 

(h) Has this allowance been reduced by 10 per cent, and, if so, since 
when ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Delhi move and the Simla house 
rent allowances are not utilised for identical purposes? 

{d) Is it a fact that Government intend to reduce the Simla house rent 
allowance of their Secretariat staff by ten per cent. ? 

(e) Arc Government aware that most of the Simla Banks and land- 
lords, have refused to reduce rents? 

(/) Is it also a fact that Government are not prepared to renew the 
House Accommodation Act? 

(g) Are Government prepared to leave the Simla house rent allowance 
untouched? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) No. The Delhi moving allow- 
ance is given on a graduated scale and varies with pay. The Honourable 
Member will find the actual rates stated iu my reply to Pandit Nilakantha 
Das* unstarred question No. 272 of the 21 st March, 1930. 

(b) Yes, with effect from the beginning of the current Delhi season. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) to (g). I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the 
I gave on the 23rd to Mr. Gimjal’s starred question No. 895. 

Complaint by Mb. P. D. Shabma of Assault at a Meeting of the 
Citizens’ League, Delhi. 

916. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) Is it a fact that a meeting of the Citizens* 

League was held at the Queen's Garden, Delhi and that villagers from 
‘ outside Delhi and the staff of municipal schools and boy scouts were brought 

fo the meeting? 

(h) Are Government aware that Mr. P. D. Sharma, News Editor of the 

Hindustan Times was not allowed to move an amendment to a resolution 

raoved at the meeting? 
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(c) Are Government aware that when Mr. Sharma insisted on his right 
to move the amendment prominent oonyeners of- lihe meeting assaulted 
and insulted Mr. Shcutea? 

(d) Is it a fact that the City Magistrate, the City Kotwal and other 
police officers were present at the meeting and are Government aware that 
they did not intervene in spite of Mr. Sharma *s appeal to them? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Citizens’ League is patronised by the Chief 
Commissioner of Delhi? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. Sharma lodged a complaint under sections 323 
and 604 of the Indian Penal Code against Eao Bahadur Dr. Hari Bam, 
President of the meeting, Khan Sahib S. B. Abdullah, Senior President 
of the Delhi Municipality and convener of the meeting, Haji Bashid- 
uddin. Secretary of the Citizens’ League, for assault and insult in the 
Court of the Additional District Magistrate, Delhi? 

(g) Is it a fact that the Magistrate held that the complaint related 
to a “trifling affair” and that he dismissed it as he did not want to en- 
courage “frivolous and unreasonable complaints of this nature”? 

Tie Honourable Sir James Grerar: Government understand that the 
Magistrale’s decision to which reference is apparently made has formed the 
subject of an appeal to the Sessions Judge. It would therefore be improper 
on my part to express any opinion on the facts of the case at this stage. 

Competition of Jails with Industrial Concerns. 

917. *Mr, J. Ramsay Scott: (a) Is it a fact that there has been a re- 
cent protest from the Associated Chambers of Commerce with reference to 
jails competing with private enterprise? 

(6) Will Government please state the number of cases in which such 
competition has occurred in the last year in respect of jails in the following 
Provinces: — (1) Madras, (2) Bengal, (3) Burma, (4) Bihar and Orissa, and 
(5) the United Pi-ovinces? 

(c) Is it a fact that in Government s Resolution of December 23rd, 1922 
the Governor General in Council was disposed to think that the apprehen- 
sion of possible competition of jails with established industries is more 
imaginative than real? 

(d) Is it a fact that during the last year several large orders ioi 
blankets have gone to jails, and do Government propose to rec'Oiisider th^ 
question? 

(e) Tf the answer to part (d) be in the affirmative, what do thvy 
doing? 

Tbe Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) The Secretary to the Associate^ 
Chamber of Commerce, India and Ceylon, communicated to 
Government of India a copy of a resolution passed by the 
Chambers on the subject on the 14th and 16th December, V- 

resolution took the form of a request that Government would J 

down their policy on this question for the guidance of local ' 

(b) I am unable to state the number of cases in which orders have e 
given to jails during the last year. 

(<j) Yes. 
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(d) A small portion of an order for 06,800 blankets for the Army was 
■placed with a jail in Bihar and Orissa after tenders had been called for. 

(e) The policy of the ;Qovemment of India is clearly stated in the 
Resolution referred to by the Honourable Member, and they do not con- 
sider it necessary to take further action. I may inform the Honotirable 
Member, however, that in view of a resolution passed by the Associated 
•Chamber of Commerce in 1929 the Government of India enquired from all 
Local Governments whether this policy was being in some instances dis- 
regarded. All replies were in the negative. 

I 

Prices of Jail-made AIrticles. 

918. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: Are the prices quoted by jails below the 
market rates and with reference to the following statement by Government 
in their Resolution of 23rd December, 1922, “In view of the necessity for 
fixing the price of jail-made articles according to the ordinary market rate 
for such articles co-operation between the Jail and the Industries Depart- 
ment should therefore include consultation of the latter by the former on 
the prices to be fixed for jail products**, has the above procedure been 
(•.‘irriod out? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the negative. As regards the second part, I understand that 
this procedure is followed. 

Prices of Jail-made Articles. 

919. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: If the rates quoted by jails in tenders are 
below those quoted by private firms, 

(а) what is the maximum amount of loss a jail is allowed to make ; 

and 

(б) is it a fact that the procedure laid down is designed to prevent 

jails underquoting private firms? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: My information is that as a rule 
the prices of jail manufactures are if anything slightly above the market 
rate, and that difficulty is sometimes found in disposing of them. 

Installation of Machinery in Jails. 

920. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: Tn view of overproduction everywhere, 
^vill Government state. 

(i) whether it is their policy to countenance the spending of publie 

money on equipping jails with power machinery; and 

(ii) what steps they will take to prevent the further installation of 

new machinery? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (i) The Government’s policy is 
enunciated in their Resolution of the 19th December, 1922. They have 
Lo reason to believe, as I have explained in answer to a previous question, 
that there is any deviation on the part of the Local Governments. 
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(ii) The Honourable Member is, doubtless, aware that “Jails”, under 
the iDevolution Eules, is a Provincial Eeserved subject, subject only to 
central legislation. The further installation of new machinery in jails is 
thus the concern of local Governments who are fully alive to the present 
financial and industrial situation. 

Saving on the Royal Air Force as it aeiects India. 

921. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Are Government aware that 
a cut of £700,000 has been effected in the amount of expenditure on the 
Eoyal Air Force in England? 

(b) If so, will Government please state whether it will mean any 
saving on the Indian expenditure so far as the Royal Air Force in India 
is concerned? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(6) No, Sir; Indian revenues do not benefit directly from the reduction 
m the Air Force Estimates in England but the proportionate reduction 
made in the Estimates in England is very small compared with that made 
in the Eoyal Air Force Budget in India. 

Withholding of a Gable sent by Pandit Madan Mohan Malavtya. 

922. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Are Government' aware that 
in response to requests from England for information for the purpose of 
the impending debate on Indian affairs in the House of Commons, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya wanted to send a cable to the India Review^ 
the Daily Herald^ and the Spectator, from Benares; and that the messages 
were accepted for which charges amounting to Rs. 230 were paid; but 
subsequently the messages were not despatched on some pretext or other, 
and Pandit Malaviya ’s request to send the cable as a deferred private 
message to Mr. George Lansbury, and Mr. Tom Williams, for which he 
offered to pay additional charges, was refused? 

(6) Do Government propose to make an inquiry into this, and make 
a statement on the subject as to why the message was withheld? 

Mr.. T. Ryan: (a) and (b). An investigation into the case has been 
nnide, and it transpires that the message in question w^as wrongly accepted 
by the Benares Telegraph Office at press rates as the sender was not a 
registered correspondent in India for the despatch of foreign press tele- 
gram (which registration has to be arranged in consultation with the 
foreign administrations). In the course of handling the message, for the 
rapid transmission of which to Bombay special line arrangements had been 
made, the mistake was detected and efforts were made to ascertain 
whether the sender would pay for the message at appropriate rates. B 
appears that a prolonged discussion ensued and that the sender's repre- 
sentative was unable to agree to the proposal. The transmission of the 
message was accordingly stopped. It Is reported that no request was made 
for the transmission of the message at deferred rates. 

Dispersal of a Meeting in the Queen’s Garden, Delhi, and Arrest of 

Mufti Ktfayatullah. 

923. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh; (a) Is it a fact that a severe 
charge was made on an assemblage of unarmed Mussalmans in the Queen s 
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rGardea, Delhi, on Friday, the 11th March, 1982, who wanted to hold 
a meeting protesting against the promulgation of Ordinances? 

(b) Is it a fact that ‘‘Suh-Inspeotor Abdul Wahid communicated to 
the people assembled that if in the meeting anything was said against thei 
Ordinances, the meeting would be declared unlawful. The conveners had 
hardly time to reply, when some among the audience replied that they 
would speak against the Ordinances. This was the signal for a severe 
lathi charge on the audience”? 

(cj) Why was Mufti KifayatuJlah arrested, and his house searched? 

(<l) Are Government aware that Mufti Kifayatullah is the President 
of the All-India Jamiat-uUUlema ; and is held in high esteem by hia 
people ? 

(e) Will Government kindly make a statement on the subject, and 
state under what law or Ordinance, a meeting designed to protest against 
the promulgation of Ordinances, could be declared an unlawful body? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a), (b) and (e). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the statements made by me in the course of the 
debate on the adjournment motion on the 14th March. 

(c) and (d). A reference is invited to parts (a) and (5j of the answer 
I gave yesterday to the Honourable Member's question No. 896. 


Retrei^chment of certain Junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North 

Western Railway. 

924. ^Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul- Azim : (a) Is it a fact that 

some junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North 'Western Railway were 
peimanent on 31st March, 1929, but w^ere declared temporary? If so, 
why? 

(f)) Were the Railway Board informed by the Chief Accounts Officer 
that they were actually p(*rmanent, hut were declared temporary arbitrari- 
ly? If so, did the Railway Board consider the question of withdrawing 
the retrenchment of those junior Inspectors? 

(c) Will Government please state as tc what action was taken on that 
letter from the Chief Accounts Officer? 

id) Was it not the order of the Railway Board not to reduce those, 
who had put in more than one year’s service? 

Mr. P. B, Rau : (^f) On separation of Audit from Accounts the number 
of permanent posts of Inspector of Station Accounts was reduced froin 
47 to 38 as expected to follow from certain reforms then contemplated 
and pending the iiitnxiuctioii of these reforms nine temporary additional 
posts were sanctioned. With the completion of these reforms it has been 
found possible to reduce the number of Station Tnspectoi’s by more than 
^ine and final orders are expected shortly to issue. 

(b) and (c). T am informed by the Controller of Railway Accounts 
that he has not been able to trace the letter to which the Honourable 
^fember refers. 

(d) No. The ordei*s wore that tt'mporarv men with over one wear’s 
service should be considered as having equal rights with permanent men. 
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were declared tempororyi* were they served with notices of dieebargej If 
not, why not? 

l^r P/ B. Bsn: I must ask for notice of that question. 

Dr; Ziauddfn Ahmad: At the time of separation of audit from accounts, 
wo were given to understand that that would mean reduction of expenditure. 
So from the reply is it not clear that officers were reduced from 47 to 38, 
but soon afterwards their number was again increased by nine. May I 
ask w’hether the people dismissed at the time were reinstated when the 
new posts were created? 

Mr. P. B... Bau; The temporary posts w'ere created immediately. No- 
body was discharged at the time. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: There was really no reduction of expenditure 
then, because you first reduce and then inunediately you create new posts? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: Not with regard to these particular posts. 

Retrenchm^Jnt of certain Junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North 

Western Railway. 

925. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that 

in spite of the pay, allowances and grades of the- junior Inspectors of 
Accounts on the North Western Bail way, having all been reduced since 
the separation of audit from accounts, the question of their retrenchment 
is still being considered? If so, why? 

(b) Is it a fact, that only one Inspector of Station Accounts Avas re- 
trenched on the East Indian Railway? Is it a fact that they arc mostly 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) The question of retrenchment has nothing to do 
with the revised scales of pay introduced for freshly employed staff on 
the separation of audit from accounts. I understand that by certain 
changes in procedure, it is expected that a reduction in staff is possible, 

(b) The answer to both parts of the question is in the negative. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May T know^ whether the question is still under 
consideration ? 

Mr, P. B. Bau: Yes. 


Cambridge University Examjtnations. 

926. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact ibfd 

Junior and School Certificate Examinations of the Cambridge University are 
held in India? 

(b) Will Government kindly state the difference between the qualifi- 
cations of persons, who pass the School Certificate Examination o 
Cambridge University from centres situated in the British Isles and of tliosff 
who pass the same from Indian Centres? 
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(c) Will .Government kindly state whats is the position of the School 
Certificate Examination of Cambridge University for Government service 
in Ipdia? 

(a) Yes. 

(b) I am not sure what the Honourable Member means by his refer- 
ences to qualifications. The only difference in the conditions applicable 
to candidates appearing for the examinations is that candidates from 
India vrho appear for the School Certificate Examination and are not of 
European 'descent are permitted ■ to substitute certain oriental languages 
for Latin or Greek for the purpose of securing exemption from the Pre- 
vious Examination of Cambridge University. Students who avail them- 
fclves of this concession are not allowed to offer themselves as candidates 
for the Oriental Languages Tripos. 

(e) The School Certificate Examination is ordinarily considered to be 
equivalent td th^ Matriculation Examination of an Indian University for 
purposes of admission to Government service. 


QtrATiIFICATI 015 f»^ OF OF Tttlfi StJPPLKMENTABY BbSBBVS AND 

TNnnti*oBiAL Army. 

92'^. Mtthatnmad Aiiwa^-ul-Axim : Is it a fact that the Army 

Couneil decided last year that Associate Membership of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers is now to be regarded as qualifying Boyal 
Engineer Officer of the Supplementary Reserve and Territorial Army for 
Engineer f^e necessary instructions giving effect to this 

decision been iasued^^as amendments to paragraphs 194 (b) and 645 (b) 
of the Regulations for the Supplementary Reserve and the Territorial 
Army respectively? 

Mh Ol M,’ TcmiA: Paragraph 194 (6) of the Regulations for the Supple- 
mfentary Reserve has been amended in the sense indicated by the Honour- 
able Member. I have not seen a recent copy of paragraph 645 (b) of the 
Regulations for the Territorial Army; but I am prepared to take it from 
the Honourable Memiber that it hae been similarly amended. 

Qualifications and Communities of Enoinbsrs in the Military 

Enqinebrinq Service. 

928. ^Mr. MUliammad Ahwar-ul-Ajcim ; Will Government kindly state 
the number of Associate Members of the Instituticai of Structxiral Engi-* 
neers, London, serving ns Assistant Engineers or Sub-Divisional Officers in- 
the iViilitarv Engineering Service in India? How many of them are 
Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs? 

Iftr. O. If; Y'oung: The information is being collected, and a reply will' 
he laid on the table. 

Quaupioations and Communities of Engineers in State Railways. 

929. ♦Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government kindly 
state the respective number of graduates and Associate Members of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers, serving on Indian State Railways in 
the grade of Executive Engineers, Bridge Engineers, and Assistant Engi- 
neers? How many of them are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs? 

Mr. P.. R. Ban: Government have no information. 
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. . COMMUNITIKS OF EnOINBBRS IN StATS RaII.WAYS. 

030. ♦Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Aaim : Will Government kiddly 
state the respective number of Muslim, Christian, Hindu and Sikhr Engi- 
neers and Inspectors of Works, serving on each of the State Railways in 
India with the percentage of the total in each case? 

Mr. P. K. Bau: The available information is given in the Classified 
liist of State Railway Establishment and in the Classified List of sub- 
ordinate staff on State Railways, copies of which are in the Library. 


Qualifications and Communities of Engineers in each Province. 

931. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly 
state Province by Province, the respective number of graduates and Asso- 
ciate Members of the Institution of Structural Engineers, London, serving 
jas Engineers? How many of them are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs? 


The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhorei It is presumed that the question 
refers to the Engineers employed in the Public Works Department. The 
information available will be found in the Government of India, Depart- 
ment of Industries and Labour, Public Works Branch, Classified list of 
establishment corrected up to the 30th June, 1931, a copy of which is 
in the Library. The Government of India have no information beyond 
what is contained in this list. 


Engineering Examinations held in 


932. ♦Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Are (Tovemment aware that 
the Associate Membership Examination of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, London, is held in India at the Bombay centre and conducted 
by Mr. R. V. Sabnis of the University of Bombay? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Associate Membership Examination 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, London, is held in India and took 
place last year at Delhi and was conducted by Mr. Sykes, M.L.A. ? 

(c) Will Government kindly state whether they are aware that the 
School Certificate Examination of Cambridge University, Associate Mem- 
bership Examination of the Institution of Structural Engineers, Tjondon 
and Associate Membership Examination of the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers, London^ which are held in India, are called Correspondence 
Examinations ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a), (b) and fc). Government have 
no infomation. 


Standard of Qualifications of Engineering Examinations in London 

AND India. 

933. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly 
state the difference between the qualificiations of persons who pass the 
Associate Membership Examination of Structural Engineers, London, 
of the Instiiution of Civil Engineers, London, from centres situated 
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the British Wes and of those who pass the same examinations from Indian 
Centres? 

Ibe Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Government have no information. 

CoittMUNiTiBS OF Engineers in the Telegraph Engineering Service. 

^4. •Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly 
state the number of Engineers in the Telegraph Engineering Service of 
India? How many of them are Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs? 

The Honourable' Sir Joseph Bhore: It is understood that the Honour- 
able Member refers to the superior Telegraph Engineering Service. There 
are 57 officers in this service of whom one is a Muslim, twenty-one are 
Hindus and three are Sikhs. 

Appointment of Computor for Cai^culation and Design of Structures 
IN the Public Works Department, Delhi. 

935. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Is it a fact that in the 
Delhi Public Works Department the post of Computor for calculation and 
design of structures was held in abeyance in May, 1931? 

(h) Is it a fact tliat in the Delhi Public Works Department, the post 
of Computor for calculation and design of structures is now again extended ? 
If so, will Governinont khidly stati* : 

(i) what the duties of the post are; and 
(ii) what the works arc for which the post is extended? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) Yes. 

(h) The y)ost has since been abolished. 

Reductions of Appointments of Assistant Directors General, 

Posts and Telegraphs. 

936. *Mr. H. B. Fox: (a) Will Government please state whether it is 
a fact that the Posts and Telegraphs Sub-Committee of the Retrenchment 
Advisory Committee in paragraph 106 of their Report in dealing with the 
appointment of Assistant Directors General stated “In our opinion the 
emoluments are higher than the kind of work and responsibilities entrusted 
to these officers demand" and recommended their replacement by lower paid 
officers designated “Assistant Deputy Directors General"? 

(fc) Is it a fact that Government have accepted these recommendations 
and have given effect to them? 


Mr. T. Byan: («>) Yes. 

(b) Government have accepted the specific recommendation. 

APPOlNTMBNt OF DEPUTY DIRECTORS GENERAL, PoSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 

937, *Mr. H. B, Fox: (a) Will Government please state the principles 
^'Incb guide them in selo('ting ntlk ers to fill the posts of Deputv Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs? 
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iicnis of the Posts and Telegraphs Sub-Committee of the BetreiiollttfWit 
Advisory Committee, have Government considered the advisability of 
seleotdi^ ofiiccrs' oi^er than' Assistant 'BibSctom G«nBrhI for pronIStiotf i' to 
Deputy Director Generalship? 

llr. T. Ryan: (a) Promotion to the posts of Deputy Director General. 
Posts iind Telegi’aphs, is made by selecting those officers in the Post and 
Telegraph Branches, relspectively, of the Department who are considered 
to be best fitted for the discharge of the duties connected with such posts. 

{b) The selection of officers for promotion to Deputy Director General- 
ship was not confined to officers holding the posts of Assigitant Directors 
General. Tlie latter cadre has, now, however, been abolished. 


Appointment of Deputy Dtrectobs General, Posts and Telbobaphs. 

938. *lb. H. B. Toe: (a) Is it a fact that recently an Assistant Direc- 
tor General of the Posts and Telegraphs has been promoted to offibiate as 
Deputy Director General? , 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state why a Deputy Postmaster General was not selected instead 
of an Assistant Director General? 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) Yes, he has been officiating since the 16th January, 
1931. 

(h) For the reason given in the reply to part (w.) of question No. 937. 


Accommodation of Women Prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 

939. *Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that A and B class 
women-prisoners are being accommodated in an overcrowded insanitary 
mud plastered barrack in Delhi Jail? 

(b) Is it a fact that these prisoners last year were accommodated in 
a pukka kothi fitted with fans which is called the European Ward? 

(c) Is it a fact that approvers in the Delhi Conspiracy Case are now 
beii^ aecommodated in the said European Ward? 

(d) Do Government propose either to provide better accommodation 
for* wDmen-}Hrisoner6 or shift the approvers from the European Ward to 
zifiake it available to the former? 

Tfie Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) *‘A'’ and ‘"B” class women 
prisoners are accommodated in a barrack wdth a spacious courtyard. The 
walls, though mud-pla.stercd, are also whitewashed. The barrack is neither 
insanitary nor overcrowded. , 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Women prisoners are being transferred to other jails where suitable 
accommodation is available. 


Discrimination in the Provision of Fans in Jails. 

940. *Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that fans are provided in the 
European Ward, Delhi, as well as in the European Ward, Central Ja“^ 
Lahore? 
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(fc) ' D6 GoTOramoiifci: ipvopose to remova? any^ > *>inay .be 

existing between European convicts and Indian A fsnd B i class Kpriaonam 
in Indian Jails? 

I 

The Honourable Sir Jamae Orexar: (a) Yes. 

(h) The policy of Government is clearly stated in the communique 
issued on the 19th February, 1930, and is, I believe, being scrupulously 
fcllowed. 


Political. Prisoners arrested and released in Delhi. 

941. ‘*^Mr. S.. O. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state the names 
of such political prisoners as were arrested in Delhi under the Emergency 
Power Ordinance and subsequently released? 

(h) What were the charges brought against them and under whose 
orders were they detained? 

(c) Why were they let off? 

(d) If the. evidence justifying their detention was not enough, do Gov- 
ernment propose to take action against the authority responsible for the 
detention ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) One such ease has occurred up 

U' date, that of Xand Lai, son of Matwala Ram of New Delhi. 

(h) There were good grounds for believing that he was engaged in objec- 
tionable activities within the meaning of section 3 of the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance. The arrest was made with the knowledge of the Local 
(iovcrnment. 

(r) He was released on promising to take no part in objectionable 
activities and to devote himself to his studies. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Paucity oe Muslims in the Military Enoineering Service, Presidency 

AND Assam District. 

942. ^Seth Ha|i Abdoola Haioon: [a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article imder the heading '^Muslims in all-India . 
Service"', which was published in the Muasalman of Calcutta, dated 28rd. 
February, 1932? 

(b) Is it a fact that as alleged therein (i) there are 26 Accountants, of 
whom none i.s a Mussahnan, (ii> out of 211 permanent clerks, there are only 
^even Muslims and (iii) out of 32 temporary hands, there is only one Muslim 
in the Accounts Section of the Military Engineering Service Presidency 
and Assam District? If not, will Government be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing coiTect figures? 

(c) Are Government satisfied that the above proportion of Mussalmans 
m the above Branch is adequate? If not, what action do they propose to 
take in the matter so as to increase the number of Muslim employees 
sufficiently ? 

(d) Is it correct that three Mussalmans out of eight as shown in the article 
above-mentioned are going to be discharged whereas only 14 non-Muslim 
clerks out of 243 have been served with discharge notices? 
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(e) Are Government prepared to instruct the authorities concerned to 
cancel the discharge order of three Mussalmans in view of the above facts, 
as also, for the future, to appoint more * Muslims ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (^) Yee. 

(b) From the figures quoted it appears that the reference is to the total 

establishment of the Controller of, Military Accounts, Presidency and 
Assam District, and not only to the portions of that establishment attached 
to Military Engineer Service formations. This office ceased to exist as a 
separate entity from the 1st January, 1932, but I lay on the table a state- 
ment of the total establishment prior to that date and the numbers employ- 
ed on Military Engineer Service work, with the number of Muslims in 
each category. i 

(c) The Military Accounts Department is an all-India Department; 
the personnel are recruited on an all-India basis and are liable to transfer 
to any part of India. The proportions of the various communities are there- 
fore regulated on an all-India basis and not on the basis of individual sub- 
offices, the composition of which varies 'from time to time. For the De- 
partment, as a whole, recruitment is being carried out in accordance with 
the principles laid down for the redress of feommunal inequalitiies. 

(d) The reply is in the affirmative so far as Muslims are concerned. 

The correct number of non-Muslims served with notices of discharge is 21 
out of 227. , 

(e) Government see no need to issue any further orders. The general 
orders were that in selecting personnel for discharge the proportions of the 
various communities as they stood before retrenchment should be main- 
tai'iied to the nearest practicable figure. T am satisfied tluit in the Militar\' 
Accounts DG])artment, as a whole, effect has been given to those orders. 


^ Statement showing the total establishment, employed in the office of the late Controller of Military 
Accounts, Presidency and Assam District, on 1st December, 1931, and the number of 
Muslims irusluded therein. 


Category. 

Total No. 

No. of Muslims. 

Accountants 






20 


Permanent clerks 

• • • 





205 

7 

Temporary clerks 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

30 

1 


Total 

• 

• 

• 

• 

WBM 

8 


Statement showing the Military AccounJts Establishment employed in the Accounts Sections 
.attached to the Military Engineer Service formations in the Presidency and Assam Dis~ 
•frict on Ist 'January, 1932, and the number of Muslims included therein. 


Category. 

Total No. 

No. of Muslims. 

Accountants 





3 


Permanent olorks 





29 

3 

Temporary dorks 

. 

• 

• 

* i 

10 

1 

1 


Total . 

• 

• 


42 

4 
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Abolition oh the Ecclesiastical Department. 
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943. '^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: (a) Is it a fact that the Bistrench- 
rncnt Committee has reported in favour of the total abolition of the Eccle* 
siastical Department of Government, and, if so, what action do Govern- 
ment propose to take to give effect to the recommendation? 

(b) In view of the financial stringency in the country, have Government 
considered the question of the total abolition or considerable reduction in 
the strength of the Ecclesiastical Department, and if so, what decision 
have Government arrived at on the question? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) and (b). 1 would refer the 
Honourable Member to my reply to a similar question No. 866 by Mr. 
Gaya Prasad Singh on the 28rd March, 1932. 

Reductions of Salaries and Allowances, etc. of Imperial Services. 

944. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: In view of the financial stringency 

in the country, liave Government considered the question of the perma- 
nent reduction in the salary, allowances, leave rules and pensions of the 
Imperial services, and Jf so, yyhat decisions have been reached on the ques- 
tion? •• > . 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In regard to present incumbents 
of the Services I would refer the Honourable Member to the statements 
T have already made upon thi« question in this House. In regard to future 
. iilrants to the various Services, the question of revision of terms of service 
is now under consideration, but it )nust take some time before final con- 
clusions can be reached. 

Status of Headmasters in Railway Schools. 

I 

945. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) la it a fact that both the Principal 
and the Headmaster of the Oakgrove School are in the Railway officers* 
grade and are treated as gazetted officers in the matter of all privileges ? 

(h) Is it a fact that not a single Headmaster of the East Indian Railway 
Indian High Schools has the status of a gazetted Railway officer? 

(c) In what cadre of the Railway service are the Headmasters of the- 
East Indian Railway Indian High Schools included? 

(d) Is it a fact that some two years ago these Headmasters were given 
the pay and status of Provincial Service officers? 

(e) Is it a fact that in the East Indian Railway, employees having the 
same pay and grade as these Headmasters now have, are not treated as- 
gazetted officers but only as upper subordinates? 

(/) Are Government prepared to remove this anomaly and treat the 
Headmasters of the Indian High Schools as Railway gazetted officers in 

respects except pay ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) The ]>osi of Principal. Oakgrove School, is in the 
superior service, but not the post of Headmaster.j 
(6) Yes. 
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(c) These posts are in the subdMinate grade. 

^ .,{d) Their pay was brought into line with the rates, of pay of teachers 

ProYincial Government Schools of equivalent standard. 

/{a) Yes. 

(/) No. Government do not think there are sufficient grounds for 
making the. change suggested. 

«Dr. *2Hauddin Ahnad: May 1 ask what, in the case of High Schools, 
is the difference between the duties of a Principal and of a Headmaster? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I am not sure what exactly is the difference in thp 
duties ; probably the Principal attends to the administrative side. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In' the case of High Schools, you have got the 
post of Principal for administrative work and the post of Headmaster for 
teaching work in these days of retrenchment when the Railway Budget 
is in a frightfully bad condition, and may 1 ask why there should be two 
posts? I want to know whether it is not an expensive luxury to have two 
officers for a High School, one a Principal for administrative work and 
another a Headmaster for teaching work? j 

Mr. P. B. Bau: J will have that point considered Sir, but as I have 
already told the House, I am not aware what are the specific duties of tho 
Principal and of the Headmaster. 

Promotion of Routine Clrrks in the Secretari.\t. 

946. *Mr. K. Ahmed: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) whether in the Imperial Secretariat Departments clerks an) 

promoted from the Third (Routine) to Second Division and 
Second to special grade and First Division; if so. how; jf not. 
why not ; , 

(б) whether men are recruited direct in the Second and Firsi Divisions 

or promoted from Third Division; if the former, why; if tlie 
latter, what special merit and capacity are required for snoh 
promotions ; 

(c) whether a clerk in the Third (Routine) Division performing ili‘* 

duties of diarising, despatching and typing can be promoted 
to the higher or special grades ; if so. how do they get the 
opportunity to qualify themselves for such promotions ; if not, 
why not ; 

(d) whether the duties referred to at (c) above are of less importanee 

and do not establish one's claim for promotion to the higher 
or special grades; if so, how and why; 

(e) how many such promotions came into effect in each Department 

since 1928; 

(/) how many clerks in the Third and Second Divisions in ca(*Ii Re 
partment are drawing the maximum pay of their grade ana 
have not been promoted to the next higher gi-ades and tnr 

what reafiomr; 





.'^j^>'how vthe orders oo&taiuad in Hoxpe D^artmnnt, Dffiee Mazno. 
No/ *P.^/a7-Est., dated 8th August, 1927~rQguIating pro- 
motions* — ^have been applied to in cases of those referred to 
above ; 

(h) why clerks in the Second Division drawing the ma;KkQum pay of 
their grade having less than 25 years’ permanent service at 
their credit should not be promoted to the special or higher 
grades as a matter of course ; and 

(0 what is the object of fixing 25 years' permanent service limit for 
promotion to the special grade of the Sec^ond Division? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) to (d). Under the rules for re- 
cruitment to the clerical staff of the Government of India Secretariat, 
appointments to the First and Second Divisions are made partly by direct 
recruitment and partly by departmental promotion. Routine Division men 
who are promoted to the Second Division under these rules are eligible for 
promotion to the Special Grade of that Division if they fulfil the conditions 
laid down for such promotion and are also eligible for promotion to the First 
Division if they are considered fit to perform its duties. The test for such 
promotion is their ability to do more important work, than that allotted to 
the routine division. I am not prepared to undertake a general definition 
of merit and capacity but in practice it is not difficult to decide whether 
a Third Division clerk is or is not fit for promotion to a higher Division. 

(e) to (g) The information is not readily available and in view of the 
time and labour involved in collection I feel unable to impose this labour 
on Departments. 

(h) and (/). The Special Grade in the Second Division is intended to 
reward men w'ho have rendered long and meritorious service but have no 
chances of promotion to the First Division. The object would be defeated 
if the Honourable Member’s su^itjestioiis were accepti‘d. 


CoNiTLiCTiNO Interpretations ttnder the Court Fees Act. 

947. *Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath 
Aggtirw al) ; (^i) Are Government aware that eontradietory and conflicting 
interpretations have been put by the different High Courts in India, on 
Articles 4-5, Sehedule 1, of the (.’oiirt Fees Act, 1870? 

(b) Are Government aware that while the Bombay and Madras High 

Courts inte.rpretation of the said articles (vide I. L. R. 4, Bombay, page 
26 and T. L. R. 60, Mad. 488), is liberal and favourable to the subject, 
that of the Allahabad and C^aleutta High Courts (vide I. L. R. 31 All. 294- 
and I. L. R. 57, Calcutta 679) has made the filing of a review petition 
more expensive than an appeal or a plaint for the identical relief in gome 
cases? , 

(c) If the reply to the above be in the affirmative, what steps do Gov- 
ernment propose to take to remove this conflict and make the application 
of this provision of the Court Foes Act uniform throughout British India? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b). Government are 
ware of the conflict of judicial opinion discloseii in the cases to which 
Honourable M'eznber refers. 
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(b) The matter is primarily one for local Legislatures, and I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the answers given in this House to questions 
Nos* 757 — 761 on the 23rd September, 1931, by Pandit Earn Krishna Jha. 
As pointed out therein “Judicial Stamps#” is, under the Devolution Buies, 
a provincial subject, only subject to legislation by the Indian Legislature 
as regards the amount of court fees levied in relation to suits and proceed- 
ings in the High Courts under their original jurisdiction, and certain local 
Legislatures have passed Acts amending the Schedules to the Court Fees 
Act, 1870. For the reasons explained in my reply to question No. 761 
referred to above Government do not propose to undertake legislation for 
prescribing a uniform scale of court fees# for the whole of India. 

Establishment of a Tobekculosis Sanatorium at Abbottabad. 

P48. *Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
given by Government to question No. 410, asked by me, on the 27th 
March, 1931, will Government be pleased to state if the Tx)cal 
Administration has considered the advisability of establishing a sanatorium 
like that at Dharampiir in a suitable place near Abbottabad for accom- 
modating and treating tuberculosis patients who frequent Abbottabad in 
the summer and who, it is proposed, are to be prevented from coming to 
Abbottabad in future and taking advantage of the cold climate ? 

(h) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of : 

(i) meeting the expenditure required for a sanatorium by obtaining 
an adequate share of contributions from the funds of the 
Municipalities of the five Districts of the Province, 

(ii) arranging in the meantime for a temporary camp for the use 
of the patients in the next summer at a selected place, 

(iii) avoiding the legitimate complaints of people of the country 
against the Government orders banning the visits of the 
patients to Abbottabad, and 

. (iv) deputing a selected experienced I.M.S. Muslim officer to hold 

charge of the sanatorium ? 

Sir Trank Noyce: (a) Government have considered the question of estab- 
lishing a sanatorium at Haripur, but have not been able to give effect to 
the scheme owing to financial stringency. 

(b) No; in view of the impending constitution of the North-West 
Frontier Province as a Governor *s province. 

Provision op an Elected Board for Peshawar Cantonment. 

049 . *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: With reference to the reply given 
by Government to unstarred question No. 227 asked by me on the 23rd 
February, 1931, will Government be pleased to state if they have consi- 
dered the report received from the Local Administration and, if so, 
whether they propose to give Peshawar Cantonment an elected Board 
especially on the province becoming a Governor s Province with a Pro- 
vincial Council working with effect from the 15th April, 1932? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
as regards both points in his question, to the reply which I gave on the 
16th September, 1931, to his starred question No. 307. 
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Incorrect Lists of Voters in the North-West Frontier Province. 

950. *Kiian Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
t <5 state if they are aware that : 

(i) the inhabitants of the North-West Frontier Province, bitterly 
complain that thousands of names of voters have been left 
out when their lists were prepared; and 

(ii) it was absolutely impossible for them to know the omission 
in time, leave their zamindari work and have the lists of 
their (constituencies corrected in the inadequate number of 
days allowed for the purpose? 

(h) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propose to give them more time to have the lists corrected and 
avoid their complaints? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) and (b). Government have 
received no complaints and are not aware of any popular dissatisfaction 
or of .any desire to postpone the inauguration of the provincial Legislature 
in order to revise the electoral registers. 

The elections in the North-West Frontier Province are being conducted 
by the Local Government according to rules and regulations under section 
72A. of the Government of India Act, a section at present in force in that 
province. It will be for the local Legislature to raise discussion on matters 
arising out of the electoral procedure. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are Goverament aware of the fact that in the 
North-West Frontier Province there had been an abnormally large number 
of rc? vision applications and much more than in any other province? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am indebted to my Honourable 
friend for the information. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shalee Daoodi: Are the Government aware that 
there is no method of bringing the complaints of the people to the notice 
of the Local Government except through this Ass^embly ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T find it very difficult, Sir, to accept 
that statement. I should have thought th.nt there nuist be means of com- 
niimieating complaints to the Local Govemmenifi. I presume that olvitc- 
tions to the electoral rolls are sent in according to the procedure in force. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask, Sir, whether Govermnent will ascertain 
'vhother there is discontent in the North-West Frontier Province amongst 
those people who&e names have not been entered on the electoral role? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Government have no information to 
that effect. 


H. M. Joshi: Mav I ask whether Government will inquire in the 

matter? 

The Bono]iixable Sir Oeorge Bainy: I do not find sufficient reason to 
®8titute an inquiry. 


B 
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Maulvi Muhanunad Shafoe Baoodi : In view of the questions put in the 
Assembly, will Government be pleaded to recommend to the Local Govern- 
ment to see that the complaints which are now made, siay, within a weeli’s 
time, are heard by the officials? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I shall be much indebted to my 
Honourable friend, if he will communicate to me any information he has 
as to complaints. In that case I shall be qlad to make inquiries and brin'^ 
the matter to the notice of the Local Government. ^ 

Seti’lement of the Communal Problem. 

961. *Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: («) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the proceedings of the Consultative Commithe 
held on the 22nd February, 1932, and the conclusion to which the Chair- 
man of the Committee came in regard to the immediate decision of the 
communal question? 

(h) Are Government aware that the speech of the Secretary of State 
made in the House of Commons on February 29th, 1932, relating to the 
communal problem has not satisfied the Mussalmans of India? 

(c) Arc Government aware that a session of the All-India Muslim Con- 
ference was held at Lahore on the 20th March, 1932, and that therein 
the Muslim leaders who wore at the Round Tabic Conference wore expected 
to justify their policy so far? 

(d) Arc Government aware that an overwhelming majority of the poli- 
tically-minded Mussalnians of India, are exasperated at the attitude of 
Government in the matter and are anxiously considering how best tlioy 
might demonstrate their anxiety for immediate decision of the communal 
problem ? 

(6) Do Government propose immediately to allay the apprehensions of 
the Mussalmans of India by announcing their decision of the coniniunal 
problem ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the statement issued by His Majojvty's Gov(‘rninoiit 
on the 19th of March. 1932, a copy of which is laid on the table. 


The following communique was issued today : 

“Hi.s rJovernmeTit have taken note of the injihility of the 

Committee of the Round Table Conference to undertake the sottlonient of Iho 
communal problem and of the Committee's request, transmitted by His Excellon<y flic 
Chairman, that a derision should he given by IT is Majesty’s r.overnnienl. Tii 
statement, made to the Round Table Conference on Decern i)cr 1, the Prime 
speaking on behalf of ITis Majesty’s Government, found it necessary to us' • “ 
following language ; ' 

T desire to warn you that if the Government have to supply, even ieniporani\. 

this part of your constitution, which you are unable to supply for yrji' 
selves, and though it will be our care to provide the most ample 
guards for the minorities so that none of them need feel that they 
been neglected, it will not be a satisfactory way of dealing wir” 
problem*. 

‘Let me also warn you that if you cannot come to an agreement on this aiiionr- 
yourselves, it will add considera'bly t-o the difficulties c 
Government hero which shares our views of an Indian constitution, • 
it will detract from the place which that constitution will occupy nin 
those of other nations*. 
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“This being the attitude of His Majesty's Government towards this problem, they 
have naturally received the information just referred to with great regret. Tluy 
have been informed that the absence of a communal agreement is now impeding 
progress with the programme indicated in the Prime Mini.ster’s statement of Doceinhei\ 

“In these circumstances, Jlis Majesty's Government think it well to reiterate the 
pledge which the Prime Minister gave in the same statement, that, in the event of 
the failure of the communities to present a settlement acceptable to all parties as the 
foundation upon whicli to build, His Majesty’s Government were determined that 
even this disability should not be perniitted to be a bar to the progress, and that 
they would be compelled to apply a provisional scheme. 

“His Majesty’s Government desire to make it plain that they realise the respon- 
sibilities involved in this undertaking, and will not fail to discharge them. They 
arc engaged in a careful re-examination of the difficult and controversial questions 
which arise, and it is their firm intention that there shall be no avoidable delay.** 

^ 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Arci Government fiware that the 
annoiin cement made by Hia Majesty ’a Government on the 19th March haa 
also not satisfied the ?^rnslim public? 

The Honourable Sir George Ra/ny: That, Sir. I think is a question of 
opinion. 

Mr. K. P, Thampan: Are Government aware that the politically 
minded Hindus arc considerably excited over the fact that the Government 
propose to give 83^ pci- cent. of. th (3 scats to the Indian States, 33 J- per cent, 
to Muslims, 10 pen* eemt. to Fjuro])Gans and other vested interests. 10 per 
e*eiit. to the minorities and so on and that Hindus come nowhere in the 
future Constitution? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir, I am not aware of that. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: May I say, Sir. that thi» division which has just 
1)0011 mentioned is what is known in logic as a cross division .... 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

iNTRonrcrrn^v ok titk (^>xtu\( T Systkm in thk Cask and Pav 
ARTMKNT OK THi: Fast Tndtan TIatiavay. 

952. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: (a) Will Government phrase state (i) whether 
a eouplc of yerjirs ago the question of introducing the contract system in 
the Cash and Pay Department of the Hast Indian Ilailway was considered, 
but given up, and (ii) whether it is again proposed to hand over the Cash ^ 
and Pay Department of the East Indian Hallway to a Lahore contractor? 

(b) If the reply to the above q\u^'^lions be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment please state (i) whether public tenders have been called for again 
and if so, in what newspa]ior and when, and (ii) whether the contractor 
to whom it is proposed to hand over the Cash and Pay Department of the 
East Indian Railway has tendered for the contract along witli others? 

(c) If the reply to part (/)) be in the negative, will Government please 
state (i) why public tenders have not been invited, and (ii) why it is proposed 
to give the contract to a particular contractor in preference to others? 

Mr. P. B Rau: (a) (i) The question of introducing the contract system 

m the Cash and Pay Department of the Eas4) Indian Railway has been 
binder consideration for some time. Tenders were invited in 1929, and 

( B 2 ' 
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the lowest tender was accepted by Government, but at a later stage when 
details of arrangements were under consideration, the proposial fell through. 

(a) (ii) Tlie question is under consideration, blit no decision has yet 
been arrived at. 

(h) and (e). Government consider that no useful purpose will be served 
by inviting fresh tenders. 


InTOOD ACTION OF THK CONTRACT SySTRM IN THE CaSK AND PaY DEPARTMENT 

OF THE East Indian Railway. 

953. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware that the Royal Com- 
mission on Labour have, in their rcpoi’t dealing with the question of Indian 
State Railways, strongly condemned the system of cash contract on Indian 
Railways? If so, will Government please state whether the recommenda- 
tion of this commission is being given effect to in the case of the Cash and 
Pay office. East Indian Railway? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government are aware of the opinion of the Royal 
Commission on Labour, and will give due consideration to it wffien arriving 
at a decision. 


Replacement of tife CoNTiiACT System on the Rencal Nacpur Railway 
HY the Departmental System 

954. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that till recently a contract system 
was enforced on the Bengal Nagpur Railway but has since been replaced 
by the departmental sysiem? Will Government [dease state why the 
departmental system has been introduced on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
in place of the contract system? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: A departmental system wa» I believe introduced in the 
Cash raid Pay De])artment of the Bengal Nagpur Railway in 1928 as a 
result of certain frauds discovered there. 


IntrodL’CTion of the (Contract iSy'stem in the Cash and Pay Department 

OF THE East Indian Railway. 

965. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will G overnment please state wffiat Nvill become, 
of the hundreds of employees at present employed in tlie Cash and Pay De- 
partment of the East Indian Railway, if and when ihc*. department is 
handed over to a contractor and what special advantages a?’e likely to result 
from the introduction of the contract system in place of the dcpartnient;iT 
s.ystem, wliich has been in existence on the East Indian Railway ever 
since the Railway was constructed? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: As T have already informed the House, no decision has 
yet been arrived at on the (juestion, but if it is finally decided to adc-ipt the 
contract system, the question of finding employment for the existing staff 
will be' one of the quesitions- that will receive most careful consideration 
from Government. 


Visit to Kaltmpono of Mr. Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax, Benoal. 

966. *Mr. S. O, Mitra: (a) Will Government please refer to the 
answer given by the Honourable Sir George Schuster to parts (u), (b) and 
(c) of unstarred question No. 15, dated 3rd February, 1982, in which it 
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has been asserted that it is “an erroneous assumption" that Mr. Strong. 
Commissioner of Income-Tax, Bengal, visited Kalimpong on recess, and 
reconcile the same with the answers given in the Council of State on 21st 
September, 1981, by the Honourable Mr. A. H. Lloyd to questions 109 
and 110, and particularly to parts (b) and (d) of question HQ which 
amounts to a positive admission of the fact that Mr. Strong visited 
Kalimpong on recess? 

(h) Do the Government agree that the statcnicnts made by the Honour- 
Mble Mr. A. H. Lloyd and the Honourable Sir George Schuster as referred to 
above arc contradictory? If so, will they please state which of them is cor- 
rect. and who is responsible for the other incorrect statement? If the for- 
mer's statement is correct, will Government j^lease now give an answer to 
parts (a), (ft), (c) and (c) of Assembly iinstarred question Xo. 15, dated 3rd 
Imbruary, 1932? If, on the other hand, the latter’s statement is correct, 
will Government please state the circumstances under which 'Sir. Strong 
was away from his Headquarters and stayed fon about a month at the hill 
station of Kalimpong where he proceeded direct from his inspection at 
Jalpaiguri, as admitted by the Honourable Mr. A. H. Lloyd in his answer 
to Council of State question No. 109(^/), dated 21st September, 1931? 

(c) Will Government please further refer to their answer to part (d) of 
the unstarred Assembly question No. 15, dated 3rd Februarj’, 1932, which 
amounts to an admission of the fact that Mr. Strong recessed at Kalimpong 
for a month, and reconcile the same with the answers given by them to 
parts (a), (ft) and (c) of the same question in which it has been asserted 
that Mr. Strong did not visit Kalimpong on recess? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (ft). The statement that 
I made in ivply to the Honourable ^lember’^ ]n’evious qiiestion amounts to 
a partial correction of the reply given by Mr. Lloyd in the Coimcil of State 
in which by inadvertence "recess" was referred to. To this extent the 
replies- may be said to bo contradictory. The statement that I gave was 
correct. Mr. Strong visited Kalimpong in May on casual leave after mak- 
ing an inspection at Jalpaiguri. Owing to ill-hcalth, ho had to remain at 
Kalimpong for 28 day.s in all, of which 19 days were working days. After 
the first ten days, which was the period for which he had originally intended 
to take casual leave, he dis/posed of official work. 

(c) I cannot understand how the Honourable ^Member can construe my 
reply to part (d) of his question as involving an admission that ^Ir. Strong 
visited Kalimpong on recess seeing that I had stated categorically my reply 
to parts (a), (ft) and (c) of the question that the visit to Kalimpong in May 
was not made on recess. 


Sanitary Amenities for Karol Bacti. Delpti, 

967. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to give reasons 
as to why ordinary amenities of life, viz,, drainage, filtered water, metalling 
and levelling of roads and lanes, name boards on them, indication boards, 
etc., have not been provided in Karol Bagh (a part of Western extension)? 
^ it a fact that the people of that place are paying ground rent (now to 
Nazul Department from the 1st October, 1925), and all the other municipal 
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taxes, viz., house tax, octroi tax, wheel tax, etc., according to the laws of 
the city since 1914? How do Government propose to compensate the 
inhabitants of that place who have passed their 18 years out of the ninety 
years lease granted by Government ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Delhi Municipality dump night soil, refuse of 
the city, etc., and bmy dead animals in the vicinity of this area, and if so, 
are Government aware that this results in a foul and unhealthy atmosphere 
lor the people of that place? What^ action has been taken by Government 
in this connection ? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai: (a) Drainage and water supply schemea for Karol 
Bagh have boon worked out, but are held in abeyance on accoimt of 
financial stringency. Meanwhile everything that can be done with avail- 
able resources is being done to ameliorate the conditions of life there. The 
income from direct taxation from that area does not exceed Ks. 8,000 a 
year, while the Municipal 'Com'mittee is spending about Bs. 38,000 a year 
on the maintenance of essential services. The question of granting 
compensation scarcely arises as the improvements refeiTcd to by the Hon- 
ourable Member are held up for causes over which the authorities concerned 
have no control, j 

(b) Government are informed that night soil and refuse of the city are 
not being dumped in Karol Bagh. Only the local product I understand 
is dumped close by. The number of dead animals, which are buried at a 
distance of three quarters of a mile from* the locality, is small and the 
Health Officer states^ that the inhabitants of the area arc in no way being 
inconvenienced . 


Number of Muslims and Stkhs t.n' the Royal Aik Force Headqu.arters. 

958. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government 
kindly state: 

(i) the total nuihber of permanent Superintendents, assistants and 

clerks in the Royal Air Force Headquarters ; 

(ii) the number of members of the minority communities among 

them; and 

(iii) the number of Muslims and Sikhs among those referred to 

above? 

(b) Is it a fact that the number of Sikhs in the Royal Air Force Head- 
quarters ministerial establishment is greater than that of Muslims? If 
so, will Government please explain their reasons for keeping the number 
of Muslims below that of Sikhs? 

Mr CJ-. M. Young: (a) (i) Superintendents 4, assistants 11, and 

clerks 43. Twelve appointmejits are intended for, and held by, airmen 
and CSC airmen. 

(ii) Superintendents, none, assistants 2 and clerks 15. 
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(iii) Superintendents — ^Muslims and Sikhs, none, assistants, Muslim 1 
and Sikh I, clerks, Muslims 7 and Sikhs 5. 

(b) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. The 
second part, therefore, docs not arise. 

CbiteriaJfor Appointment of various Communities to (Government 

Services. 

959. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Do Government take 
into consideration the total numerical strength of the various communities 
in the population of the country in making allotments to the various ser- 
vices? If not, will they state what are their criteria for making appoint- 
ments and how they make up communal inequalities? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The numerical strength of communi- 
ties whose representation in the services is desired under the orders of 
February, 1926 is taken into general consideration in broadly deciding 
whether a community is under-represented or not, but as has been stated 
on many occasions no definite percentage has been fixed for the repre- 
sontation of any minority community. The second part of the question 
does not therefore arise. 


Discharge of a Muslim Clerk from the Royal Air Force Headquarters. 

960. ^Haulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that a 
Muslim clerk was recently discharged by the Royal Air Force Headquarters 
on the plea of his not having been able to pass the examination of the 
Public Service Commission, and that the vacancy held by him bad been 
filled by a non-Muslim? 

(b) If the reply to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state: 

(i) whether the Muslims are at present adequately represented in 

the ministerial establishment of the Royal Air Force Head- 
quarters ; 

(ii) if not, why a temporary unpassed Muslim clerk has been dis- 

charged without being given an opportunity to qualify himself 
or without being replaced by a qualified Muslim; and 

(iii) what steps Government have taken during the last 12 months 

in. connexion with the recruitment of Muslims in the Royal 
Air Force Headquarters to remove the inadequacy in their 
representation and what steps in this direction they propose 
to take hereafter? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The clerk was discharged because he wa« un- 
qualified and was employed temporarily in a post not intended for a mem- 
ber of his community. 

, (b). (i) Yes. There are 8 Muslims in a total establishment of 

46 Indians. • 

(u) and (iii). Do not arise. 



ELECTION TO THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Mr, President: I have to inform the Assembly that the following 
fourteen Members have been elected to the Standing Finance Committee 
for the financial year 1932-33, namely : 

1. Mr. G. Morgan. 

2. Mr. B. Sitaramaraju. 

3. Mr. N. N. Anklesaria. 

4. Bai Bahadur S. C. Mukherjee. 

5. Sardar G. N. Mujirmdar. 

6. Mr. J. Bamsay Scott. 

7. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad. 

8. Major Nawab Ahmed Nawaz Khan. 

9. Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Saheb Bahadur. 

10. Dowan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda. 

11. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. 

12. Sirdar Harbana Singh Brar. 

13. Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla. 

14. Mr. S. G. Jog. 


ELECTION TO TTHE STANDING COMMITTEE ON EMTGBATION. 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that the following eight 
non-official Members have been elected to sit on the Standing Committee 
on Emigration, namely: I * 

1. Bao Bahadur B. L. Patil. 

2. Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy. 

3. Mr, H. B. Fox. 

4. Mr. N. M. Joshi. 

5. Bhni Parma Nand. 

0. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Bafiuddin Ahmad. 

7. Bao Bahadur M. C. Bajah. 

8. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Bkcrttttmext of Muslims in the Office of the Deputy Accountant- 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : I lay 
table the information promised in reply to f^tarred question No. 749, as e 

/ ( 2490 ) 
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by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad on the 14th March, 1932, regarding recruit- 
ment of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant-General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, Delhi. 


(a) 37 appointments to temporary posts in the lower division and six appointments 
to the Sorters* cadre have recently hecn made in the office of the Deputy Accoiintani 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 

(0) No. The correct numbter of minority community men appointed to posts in 
the lower division is 11. Out of these, 8 aro Muslims, 2 Sikhs and one Christian. One 
more post was offered to a Muslim but he failed to join immediately. The post 
has, however, been reserved for a Muslim and will be filled np shortly. In the Sorters’ 
cadre, both the posts open in the minority community w'ere filled up i}y Muslims 

(c) Does not arise as the communal proportion has been maintained in accordance 
with the orders of Government. 


Platforms, the Erecttox of wnicn has been condoned in Ambala 

Cantonment. 

Mr, G. M. Young (Army Secretary) ; I lay on the table the informa- 
tion promised in reply to parts (a) and (d) of starred question No. 368, 
asked by Sirdar Sohan Singh on the 15th February, 1932, regarding plat- 
forms the erection of which has been condoned in the Ambala Cantonment. 


(a) Yes. 

(d) A.S complete records of all platforms condoned under the orders of 1926 are 
now available in the General Land Register of the Cantonment, Government do not 
propose to take any action in the matter. 


The Hindtt-Muhammad\n TTinn School, Ambala Cantonment. 

Mr. G. M, Young: I lay on the tabic the information promised in reply 
to starred questions Nos. 555 and 557, asked by Bhai Parma Nand on 
the 29th February, 1032, about the JETindu-Muhainmadan High School, 
Ambala Cantonment. 


Qup.^fion n5n. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) I am informed that the estimated liabilities of the school amount to about 
R«. 11,400. 


(c) Yes. 

1 


Question No. 557. 




(a) The maintenance of a high school by a Cantonment Authority is discretionary 
under section 117 {d) of the Cantonments Act, 1924. 

(ft) I am informed that the Contonment Authority have nothing on record to 
this effect; a memorial received by them protesting against the enhancement of the 
present house scavenging tax contained a reference to the School. 
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Government servants murdered in Communal and Political Distur- 
bances. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : I lay on the table 
the information promised in reply to starred question No. 1059, asked 
by Kunwar Haji Isjnail Ali Khan on the 29th September, 1931, regarding 
Government servants murdered during communal and political disturbances 
during the last five years. 


Government servants murdered during communal and political disturbances. 


Name of the servant. 

Scale 
of his 
salary. 

Period 
of his 
service. 

What coinpousation 
or other 
facilities have 
been given 
to his family. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 ' 

5 


Rs. 

Y. M. D. 

i 

•Lt.-Col. H. T. 
Morshead, D.S.O., 
R.E. 

Was officiat- 
ing in Rs. 
2,200—50 
—2.400 
plus over- 
seas pay 
at £13-6-8. 

29 5 0 

1 

Under considera- 
tion by the Gov- 
ernment of India. 

Narain, porter “F” 
Division, Rail- 
way Mail Ser- 
vice, Nagpur. 

t 

18 

i 

1 

o 

© 

The question of i 
granting a com- 
passionate gra- • 
tuity to the ! 
mother of the 
deceased is under 
consideration. ; 

Said Ahma<l Ab- 
basi, clerk, Luck- 
now P. 0. 

45_5_145 

2 6 20 

None. (The official 
was killed while i 
he was out on * 
private business.) | 

B. Madan Behari 
Lai, Hoad Clerk, 
Nawabganj 
(Cawnpore). 

43 — 5—145 

19 9 8 

! 

i 

1 . 

! The question of 
granting an ex- I 
traordinary pen- 
sion to the widow 
of the deceased 
is under consider- 
ation. 


Chhotey Lai, post- 
man, Cawnpore 
Head Office. 

23—1 — 43 

! 10 1 3 

Do. 

1 

Keshav Hirba 

Paiab, postman. 

30—1—50 

7 4 25 

No compensation 
was granted. 


Mahamdoo, peon • 

15_1— 20 

About 21 
years. 

Compassionate gra- 
tuity of Rs. 84 
was granted. 



*Thia case has been classed, by the Police and C« !• D« as undetected. 
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Kttin® of the servant. 

1 

Scale 
of his 
salary. 

2 

Period 
of his 
service. 

3 i 

i What compensation 
1 or other 

! facilities have 
been given 
to his family. 

i 4 

Remarks. 

5 


Rs. 

Y. M. D. ' 

1 


Oiuihbehari Singh, 
Sorting postman. 

22—40 

4 11 4 : 

1 

i ! 

Kxtraordinary pen- 
sion of Rs. 10 a 
month to the 
widow was given. 


Rikhi Ram, post- 
man, Lahoro 

Head Office. 

23—1—43 

3 10 

1 

1 

The question of 
granting the de- 
pendents of the 
deceased a com- 
passionate gra- 
1 tuity is under 
examination. 


Mr. D. B. Murphy. 

650 plus 
£15 Spe- 
cial Over- 
seas Pay. 

6 6 6 

An extraordinary 
pension of £150 
per annum and 
a gratuity of 
£200 was grant- 
ed to the wddow 
mother of the 
deceased. 


Sepoy Khan Mohd., 
2/15 Punjab Re- 
giment. 

16p. in. 

1 9 1 

Father granted a 
family pension of 
Rs. 8 p. m. 

Died of gunshot 
wounds received 
in action against 
rebels at Taung- 
nyogale on 13th 
May, 1931. 

Subedar Labya 

Tang, 3/20th 

Burma Rifles. 

160 p.m. . 

16 0 0 

Family pension of 
j Rs. 50 p. m. 

Killed. Shot 

through the heart 
by rebels on 21st 
May, 1931, inChu- 
chaung; while em- 
ployed with the 
Battalion in aid 
of the civil powder. 

Rifleman Hyaukan 
La, 3/20th Burma 
Rifles. 

18 p.m. . 

6 0 0 

Family pension of 
Rs. 8 p. m. 

Died of gunshot 
on 17th May, 1931. 
during night 

alarm at Thayot- 
myo while em- 
ployed with the 
Battalion in aid 
of civil power. 

Regimental Ser- 
geant-Major J. W. 
i arrell. 

410-9-0 p. m. 
(31 days). 

21 8 3 

Family pension of 
27 shillings a 
week. 

Murdered by re- 
volutionaries who 
attacked and 

burnt the Assam 
Bengal Railway 
Battalion A. F. 
(I.) Armoury at 
Chittagong on the 
' night of 18th 
April, 1930. 
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1 

1 

Name of the sorvant. 

1 

Scale 
of his 
salary. 

Period 
of his 
ser\nce, 

1 

What compensation 
or other 
facilities have 
been given 
to his family. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Watcher Ohiilain | 
Jillani. j 

! 

i 

Rs> 

31 p. m. 
plus pen- 
sion of Rs. 
p. m. 

Y. M. D. 

10 years 
in Indian 
Army. 2 
months in 
Corps of 
Watchers. 

Rs. 6 p. in. to 
father. 

Murdered by re- 
volutionaries who 
attacked and 

burnt tlie Assam 
Bengal Railway 
Battalion A. F. 
(T.) Armoury at 
Chittagong on the 
night of 18th 
April, 1930. 

Watcher Miron ! 

Bukah. 

1 

i 

31 p. m. 
plus pen- 
sion of 

Rs. 8 p. m. 

10 years . 

and 8 i 

months in 1 
Indian | 

Army. 2 j 
years in j 
Corps of ! 
Watchers. | 

Family pension of 
Rs, 10 p. m. 

Do. 

Captain F. Ashcroft,': 840 p. m- . 
6/13th F. F. Rifles., 

1 

; 

10 6 26 * 

1 i 

Nil (was unmar- 
ried). 

Killed in action 
near Doincl, 

Bannu District, 
on 24th August, 
1930, whilst in aid 
of the civil pQW«?r. 

Naik Mohamocl 

Yar, 6/13th F. F. 
Rifles. 

24 p.m. . 

• 

; 12 1 7 

i 

! 

1 

j 

i 

Family pension of 
Rs. 6 p. m. Chil- 
dren’s allowance 
for 2 children at 
Rs. 2 p. m. each. 

Do. 

Lance Naik Jala! 
Khan, 6/ 13th F. 
F. Rifles. 

21 p. m. 

! 

, 9 11 27 

Do. 

Do. 

Lance Naik Sule> 
man Ali, 6/ 13th 
F. F. Riflea. 

21 p. m. . 

j 10 0 21 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

Lance Naik Saja- 
wal Khan, 6/ 13th 
F. F. Rifles. 

, 21 p. in, .j 

14 2 8 

Family pension of 
Rs. 8p. m. 

Do. 

Sepoj'^ Wall Mo- 
hammed, 6/ 13th 
F. F. Rifles. 

19 p. m. . 

9 9 28 

Do. 

Do. 

Sepoy Abdul Aziz, 
6/ 13th F. F. 
Rifles. 

18-8-0 p. m. 

3, 3 12 

Do. 

Do. 

Sepoy Yakub Khan 
6/13th F. F. 
Rifles. 

18-8-0 p. m. 

3 7 22 

Do. • 

Do. 
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i’ame of the servant. 

Scale 
of his 
salary. 

Period 
of his 
service. 

What compensation 
or other 
facilities have 
been given 
to his family. 

1 


3 

4 


Rs. 

Y. M. D. 


lopoy Raja Khan, 
6/ 13th F. F. 
Rifles. 

18-8-0 p. m, 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

9 11 26 

i 

j Family pension 

I Rs. 8 p. m. Chil- 
1 dren’s allowance 
i for one child at 
Rs. 2 p. m. 

hivildar Roahan 
Khan, 4/ 12th F. 
F. Regiment. 

: 30-.5-0p. ni. 

i 

i 

14 10 15 

! Family i)ension 
! Rs. 8 p. m. Chil- 
1 dren’s allowance 

1 Rs. 2 p. m. 

Oaiico Naik Hazara 
Singh, 4/ 12th F. 
F. Regiment. 

1 

22-6-0 p. m. 

10 7 0 

; Family pension 

Rs. 8 p. m. Chil- ; 
dren's allowance 

1 Rs. 2 p. m. 

Ciieuteiiant G. E. H. 
Hawkos. 

680 p.m. . 

8 0 0 

. Nil (wa.s unmar- 
ried). 

Private H. Bryant, 
Royal Tank 

Corps. 

, oah. per clay 

0 0 2-1 

Joint pension of 
lO^f. 6d. a week 
* to mother and 

I father. 

TiooporT. F. Stone 
ir)/l9th Hussars. 

2<?. 3d. a 
day. 

3 2 20 

XU . 

rfonmdar Rahim 

Riix Khan, The 
Poona Horse. 

110 p. in. . 

23 8 0 

1 

. Pension of Rs. 2o 

1 p. m. to widow, 

’ children’s allow- 


Remarks. 


Killed in action 
near Domel, 

Bannu JJistrkt, 
on 24th August, 
193o, whilst in aid 
of the civil power. 
Killed in action 
in Waziristan on 
12th July, 1930, 
Disturbance with 
Mahsuds. 

Killed in action 
• in Waziristan on 
12th July, 1930. 
Disturbance wdth 
Mahsuds. 

Murdered at Landi 
Kotal on night of 
24/2r>th Febrnao . 
1930, probably by 
robbers, but the 
motive is actually 
unknown. 

Killed in Peshawar 
City on 23rd April, 
1930. whilst in aid 
of civil power. 

Killed ill action 
against Afridis 
south-west of Pe- 
I shawar on 5tli 
June, 1930. 


bowar Nur Moham- j 21 p. m. 
mad Khan, The j 
P oona Horse. j 


l>aftadar Abdul 
Karim Khan, , 
•Tho Poona Horao.'l 


37 p. m. 


9 8 29 


10 6 10 


nnce for two cliil- i 
dren at Ks. 4 1 
p. in. ; gratuity 
of Rs. 000. 

Family pen.sion of ; 
Rs. 8 p. 111 . Cliil- I 
dren's allowance , 
for two children j 
at Rs. 2 p. ni. 1 
each. 

Family pension of 
Rs. 8 p. in. Chil- 
dren’s allowance 
for 4 children at 
Rs. 2 p. m. each. 


against Afridis 
on Otli August, 
1030. 


Do. 


Do. 
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'N’ame of the servant 

Scale 
of his 
salary. 

Period 
of his 
service. 

Wliat compensation 
or other 
facilities have 
been given 
to his family. 

. Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Rs. 

Y. M. D. 

1 


Sowar Chittar 

Singh, The Poona 
Horse. 

Work Miinshi 

(Mason), M.K.S. 

Twoooolios, M.E.S. 

20 p. m. . 

70 p.m. 

30 p. m. 

4 10 19 

Not known 

Do. . 

j Family pension of 
j Rs. 8 p. m. to 
mother. 

Nil . 

]Sl m • • 

‘Killed in action 
against Afridis 

on 9<ih August, 
1930. 

f Names and period 
of service not 
known. They 

wore shot liy 
tribesmen in 

March, 1928, on 
Sorweki-VVana 
Road, while 

making a cul- 
L vert. 

Mr. lialwant Singh, 
Assistant Store- 
keeper, M. E. S. 

80 p, m. , 

0 3 14 

Family pension of 
Rs. 15 p. m. and 
Rs. 1 ,500 ns blood 
money. 

Shot by tribosmon 
wliilst on duly at 
Saratjiuide «.»n 

night of 10/20d) 
June, 1928. 

Lieutenant !M. Shi- 
phen. Royal Ar- | 
tillery. 

1)50 p.m. . 

3 0 0 

1 

! 

1 

1 

NU . 

[ 

Shot by a KlnissT 
dar (who hnd a 
politicul j^i'ic- 

vnnee), wliile tin- 
volling on duly 
by car from Mnn- 
ziii to Raznink '>ii 
11th .June, 1 9211. 

Assistant Surgeon 
J. H. Gabral, 
I.M.D. 

450 p. m. . 

24 :3 0 i 

i 

1 

Family pension of 
Jvs. 101 p. m. and 
Rs. 5,000 blood 
money. 

Do. 

Lieutenant G. R. 
Hext, 2/8th Pun- 
jab Regiment. 

510 p. m. . 

i 

3 0 0 j 

Nil . 

Murdered in dio 
Punjab Mail 'I’lain 

iK'iir IIIuis.ivmI. 

when p?*(*it'c(linK 
to Anny Signal- 
ling Sclinol, 

Poona, on 

July. 1931. 

Lieutenant T. M. 
Synge, O.B.E., 
Royal Tank 

Corps. 

• • 

Not yet 
ascertained. 

! 


Shot by a Khassa- 
dar while travel- 
ling on duty b> 
lorry from Waii®' 
to Jandola* 

Private Whawell . 

•• 

Do. . 

• • 

Do. 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 2497 

Casualties among the Police and Public arising out of measures taken 

AGAINST, THE ClVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT. 

The Honourable Sir jRmes Orerar: I lay on the table the information 
promised in reply to starred question No. 110, asked by Mr. S. C. Mitra 
on the 8rd February, 1032, regardin'^ casualties amoii^ the public due to 
iirin". 


Statement ahovnmj casualties by Provinces (a) among Government servants and (6) members 
of the public as a result of firing since the resumption of the Civil Disobedience Movement 
up to Slat January 1032. 


— — 


Casualties among the 
Police. 

Casualties among public 
as a result of firing. 

! 

i 

t 

\ 

Killed. 

! Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

.Madras . 

, , 

Nil 

1 X!f 

. J 

2 

Bombay 

- 

Nil 

i IS 

•> 

lb 

United J^rovinoos . . 

• 

Nil 

1 SB 

j 7 

' "i a 

Bihar and Ori.ssa 

. 

1* 

1 Nil 

2 

Nil 

North-West Eroiitior Province . 


<> 

ir> 

23 

Delhi . 

* * .< 

•• 

! 

•• 

•• 


Books Proscuibed bv the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Meuwara. 


Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secretary) : 1 lay on the table the informa- 
tion promised in reply to starred question No. 34, asked by Mr. Gaya 
Prasad 8ingh oji the 26th Jauuary, 1032, regarding certain books which 
A tav proserilx’d by tlu' Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara. 


(a), (A) and {d). Yes. Uotli Ixioks contain nuitter the piiLlicalion of which is 
punishable under Section 124 A. Indian Penal Code. A representation in respect of 
the latter was however receivt'd from i»ie Sasta Mandal. Aimer, and the Chief Com- 
missioner, Ajiner-Mcrwara, in view of the jjenerally iniobjectionahle nature of its 
contents, withdrew t lie order under Section 99-A, Criminal Procedure. Code, in resp .•ct 
nf it. 

(r) The duty of preparin^r English Iranslation.s of veinacular documents is entrusted 
to qualified oflicials. Government do not consider that any nsefiil purpose would be 
served by giving* the names of these officials. 

(c) T would refer the llonourahlo 'Member to the reply T have given to parts (6) 
and {d) and invite his attention to page 120 of the book “Yug-Dharma** and page 
80 of ‘*Aniti-Ki-Raha Par”. I have no information as regards the latter part of this . 
question. Every local Government has pow'cr to proscribe under Section 99-A, 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

(/) Yes. 


*One daffadar. 
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“Correspondence" Colleges in India. 

Sir Frank Noyce: I lay on the table the information promised in 
reply to starred question No. 336, asked by Mr. Goswami M. E. Puri on 
the * 13th Februarj^ 1932. regarding ‘Correspondence’ colleges in India. 


(a) and (h). There are no “Correspondence” colleges in India, that is colleges 
which seek to impart instruction through correspondence. 


Cloth seized from the All-India Spinners* Association. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I lay on the table the information 
promised in reply to starred question No. 140, asked by Mr. Bhuput Sing 
on the 3rd Februarjs 1932, regarding the All-India Spinners’ Association. 


The Oandlii Ashrain at Hhagalpur was notified under section 3 of the Unlawful 
Association Ordinance, 1932. It was found on posisession ' being taken that some rooms 
were used as a Khaddar Cloth shop and as under section 4 it was necessary to take 
possession of the iiioveahle property the cloth Avas also taken possession of and removed 
to police station for safe custody. Orders were subsequently passed directing the 
restoration td‘ the clotli, etc., to the All-India Spinners’ Association or their reprei'enta 
tive. 


Income-tax Applications re.ikcted by the Commissioner of Income-tax 

Bombay Presidency. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I hiy on the tabic the infonna- 
tioii promised in reply to starred question No. (>04, asked by Mr. Lalcliarid. 
Navalrai on the 7th March, 1932, regarding the number of applications fov 
reference to High (h^urt received and rejected by the CommissioiuT of 
Income-tax Bombay Presidency. 


I regret that T cannot undertake to supply the information for Avhich the Ilononral’le. 
Member has asked. In order to compile the figures it would bo necessary to examin<> 
the filefi relating to iietween 4,000 and 5,000 revision petitions. This would invAlv*- 
an amount of labour that 1 am not prepare<l to impose on a staff that ha.s been kejit 
down to the bare Tninirnum .strength necessary on account of the. need for economy. 

With reference to the. heading of the third and last column of the Ilonoiirahln 
Member’s statement/ I invito his attention to the reply that I gave to the staneii 
question No. 655 that he a'^ked on March 7lh, 1932. 


Picketing of Liquor Shops in the North-West Frontier Province. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I lay on the* table the information promised in 
reply to starred question No. 456, asked by Kiinwar Haji Ismail Ali Kbau 
on the 22nd February, 1932, regarding picketing in the North-West Frontier 
Province. 

(a) Ye.*^. 

(//>) Picketpr.s were arrested and sentenced for breaches of the law and Avhere R 
was necessary to do .so were forcibly dispersed under section 31 of the Police Act 
and Chapter IX of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

{c) Y*. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Srspp^NsiON OR Reduction of Recruitment by the Public Service 

Commission. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: l lay on the table ilie information 
roniised in reply to starred cpiestion No. IB8, asked by Mr. Nabakumar 
Dudhoria on the 8rd February, 1982, regarding suspension or reduc- 
oii of n'eruiinicnt. by the Public* 'Servioe Commission. 


the position referred to in th^ reply yiven to JiTr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria'^ 
question No. J33 on the. 3rd February , 1932. 


i 

Services for which recruitment by the 
Publics Service Commission has 

Remarks. 

boon suspended. 



ndian Audit and Accounts Service. Military ! No examination was held in 1931 anti none 
Accounts Department. Imperial Cus- i will bo held in 1932. It is not possible 
toms Service. Indian Railway Accounts' to say at present how' long suspension will 

continue. 

. I No examination was held in 1931. It is 
proposed to suspend recruitment in 1932 
I also for the present. 

. j Recruitment has been suspended pending a 
final decision on the question whether 
the Irrigation Branch of the Indian Service 
of Engineers should be provincialised. 

I 

^uporior Railway Services (other than the | Recruitment not su.spcnded altogether but 
Indian Railway Accounts Service). will be made on a very restricted scale till 

the etnrn of normal conditions. 

^liiiititorial services . . . . ; It is not possible to say wdicii the next 

I examination will bo held until the position 
I resulting from retrenchments is clear. 


Service. 

Tidian Forest Servic’O 

ndian Service of Engineers 


Reduction of certain Appointments on State Rail^vays. 

,, (Financial Coininissionor, Railways) : I lay on the table 

'e information promised in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 259 
by Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore on the 121 h February, 1082. 


Engineer (Senior scale) wHvS abolished and one po:>t of 
Engineer and one cost of Senior scale otHcer (Power) were held in 


C 



ELElJTlON OF MEMBERS TO THF: PUBIJC ACCOUNTS 

COMMITTEE. 


Mr. President: Non-onicicil Members will now* proceed to elect foui 
Members to the Committee on Public Accounts. There are (> candidates 
whose names are printed on the ballot papers which will now^ be supplied 
to Honourable Members in the order in which 1 call them. 

('rhe Ballot was then takom.) 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING FINANCE 
COMMITTEE FOR RAILWAYS. 

I 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will noAV proceed to elect 11 
Members to the Standin^^ Finance Committee for Railways. There .iie 
28 candidates whose names are j^rinted on the ballot papers w^hich will 

now be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which T call tboin.. 

' 

(1%c Ballot was then taken.) 


THE BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENT ARY. 

BILL — confd. 

Mr, President: Further consideration of tlu* l^ill to supplomcnl ilu 
Bengal Criminal Tjjuv Atnendment Act, 1930, as reported by the So^ecr 
Committee. 

Mr, E. P. Sykes (Ikanbay: European): Sir, I ver\ n(*aii\ fiii’sbed list 
night when T was pulled up by the hands of the clock pointing to four. 
T am afraid T must go back a little over what I said yesterday, sf) ,is rn 
connect tlio main part of my speech with the end which wt* wcai' sf> 
near to. 

Further one or two Members liavo (expressed a desire to see, oven at s 
distance, the map which I had prepared to illustrate what I had <o say 
The House will observe in the centre a large blob here. T may ni(‘nii'>ii 
that this map represents an area something like 2/)0 miles sciiifirc. ^ 
mention that so that Members may get an idea of the distances. (The 
Honourable Member then proceeded to explain, with refenmee to the tnap 
in his hand the position of the various places he referred to.) This 
the hanks of the Benas which runs right across the map is Dcoli. 
is Nasirabad ; that is Ajmer: that is Jaipur; and this is Bhawani Mandi- 
These are the markets of this area, Deoli being in the centre. Tho srale 
is one-millionth or L0I4 inches to 16 miles. A further point tlml 
map will illustrate is this: if Members will look at this central spot, tliey 
will see from the colouring the number of states there are in this 
bourhood. They will also observe that on the right bank of tli«' Bona*’ 
this is the solitary patch of British territory : going down in this 
tion (South) you find no more until you come to the Nerbuddn or hryj>^ ^ 
T mention Giis to inustrnte that this is British territory pnrol\ 
technical sense. 
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THE BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL. 250f 

Yesterday 1 began by saying that the errors of (jravenunents generally 
.rose from one of two sources and sometimes from both. One, tlu* 

jck of inf on nation, and the other, reluctance to recede from a position 

if it becomes untenable. I hoped to be able to supply the 

1 NOON. ijifQj^ation that was lacking in this partic\ilai* case aiid asked 
he House to see that the other error was not comiriitted. I then pro- 
•eeded to explain the jxjsition of Deoli in two rt‘speets. first its salubrity 
iijtl second its remoteness. I do not wish to detain the House very 
ong by repeating what I said about the salubritx , because I think it is 
“airly well known. The remott'iiess is much better illustrated by ibis 

7 iap, because you see. Sir, Deoli siauds at tlie jmudion of these two 
main roads which after uniting proceed to Kotali and here brandling again 
the main .branch goes to Jhalrapatan whence two separate branches 
It'jid in different directions info Malwa. After tliat, I think the House 
will agree with iiu* that the reinofcness of D(H>li has la^en exaggerated. 

I would like t<» refer to a comment in the papers tltat I saw tins 
morning. It remarked that Mr. Sykes mideaxonred to (hd'end his beloved 
Rajpntatia from the Ih'ugal terrorists, wliieh is exaelly what every 
one else is Irving to do. Jt is what the Americans call “passing thi‘ 
buck”. Heiigal wants to get rid of thesi* delmnis and iiohodv wants to 
accept tluun ; we aiv* all in the same position. Hut after the demon- 
stration that I havi‘ given to ilu* Tl<nise, it is impossihli* to aeta.'pt Deoli 
as a siiHi(?ienl ly remote? ()lac<‘ for pooph. wlio ari‘ nnivea-saily agieod to he 
most disagT(M‘ahl(' 7ieighhonrs. 

Nov^’, Sir, I will coin** to the ;nn(‘ndmi*nt that I liave ])Ut down. I 
think that when I was inierrupte<l last night, what 1 said was that, as far 
as tin* amendment was concerned. I was not particularly insistent on the 
(^xact w'ording of it: I was .quite po'pared to ac(*ept anv modification 
that th(‘ (Government were prefiared to offer provided they would choose 
a more suitable loifation for th<*se gt'utlemeu. and 1 am ((uile willing to 
withdraw it on those tenns or to accept any modiffcation tliat will liavo 
the same effect, but T arn not quite ei-rtain really that any great cJiange 
?s required. If the Governor’s provinces in India with iheir enormous 
area and diversity of conditions cannot find a suitable ])lace for tht'se 
people, T consider the matter is a very serious one. yurther. Sir, if all 
the Governor’s provinces are so constiti ted in tlieir temperaments that 
they are unwilling to come to the assistance of Penga] in its distress the 
outlook for a Federated India is not a very bright out*. We havi* not 
yet had any explanation of the reason why the liengal Governinent is 
totally nnnble to provide for these people themselves. An examination of 
the map of Bengal shows that there are quite a large number of sitt s 
where remoteness could bo had in combination with the Bmigal life whi(*h 
is considered to be so desirable and so unlikely to be obtained in Bajputana. 
^ir. T have detained the House quite enough. [ hope that thi* informa- 
tion T have given is quite sufficient to sliow' to the Goverummil and 1o 
th(> House that the present proposals for tlie exeeution of this Bill 
''hen it boeomes an Act, are far from being snitable, and 1 hopt* the 
House will prevent the Govc*vnment from maintaining’ their position out 
^f sheer obstinacy. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra rGhitlagong and Bajshahi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
^Lulfm Bural) : Sir, T have great pleasure in supporting the motion of 
friend Mr. Sykes. Though T could not closely follow eitlior the 
®P«eeh or his arguments yet t am in full sympathy with his amendment. 

0 2 
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^ ‘ I 

[Mr. S. 0. Mitra.] 

because it restricts the transfer of the (ietenus (^nly to (rovernor’s pi*o. 
vinces. I do not know if tliis amendment is made on behalf of the whoh 
of the European (iroiip {Sev^eral Mcmhvrs from the European Group: 
“No, no”): if that is so, I think the Honourable Members of t/he .Phiropeari 
Oroup arc anxious to amend this obnoxious measure to a certain extent. 
One of mv princi|)al grounds is this, that in section 4 of this Bill it is 
contemplated that these detenus will be brought beyond the purview of 
section 401 of the C’rimiiial Procedure Oode, though the Honourable tho 
Law Member in one of his earlier speetdies said that though these prisoners 
cannot get any assistance from section 401, the general principles of 
habeas corpus will not be denied to them, because the High Courts have 
their plenary |K>wer and their inherent jurisdiction to deni with eases if 
anybody is detained illegally 

The Honourable Sir Brc^endra Hitter /Law Member): Might I ex- 
plain the position. Sir. That is not what T said; 1 dispute the proposition 
that beyond 491 the High Court has got any other power. This is a 
matter on whicli there are differences of opinion in the different High 
Courts. The Calcutta High Court has taken the view that 491 is exhaus- 
tivv?, whereas Madras and Bombay have taken a different view. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Then 1 stand corrected. I think that now that the 
Honourable* the Law ^Member thinks that the High Courts have -no 
inheri nt or plenary power beyond the four c()rn(*rs of seetion 401 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Whi n T used the expression 
plenary p<3vver. I meant that the High (^ourt has got the power which 
491 gives it. If a detention is not in accordance with any Act. then the 
High Court can intervene, beeanse the detention is not legal. That was 
my contention. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (Unfortunately , if these detenus are transfem'd fo 
provinces directly luuhr the Central Covernment, they will iiavi* n<» 
protection from any High Couri. Evi*!) though there will he a .Judicial 
Commissioner whose powers though allied to those of the High (^)^lrt 
in certain matters are not exactly identical in all respects to tin* powoi’^ 
of the High Courts. So 1 think if \Vi* accept the ameiulnient of Mr. 
Sykes, at least tliose prisoners will have some chance to go to a ITii/h 
Court in ea.se of any illegality. We also find. Sir. that in these ecnirallN 
administered areas the rules are in some iiases diffi'rent. T know fer 

example in Bengal jails non offieial visitors are permit fed to srt* liir 
prisoners and report about them. 1 bough the Oovornment in tlu'ir wisdom 
select a separate class of non-official visitors to see political pri.'^om rs. 
To report about ordinary prisoners they select anybody and ever\ho<lv 
who tliey think would be suitable, hut as regards the political pris(aic?s. 
thev make a. special selection f»f people who might perhaps he hclf'fnl 
to Covernment even in reporting^ about these detenus. BTit unfort unalcly 
T know from my fnr*nd Diwan Bahadur TTarhilas Sarda that in Ajmer 
Jail iherr- is no provision even for non-official visitors. Even m th'^^ 
respect, if tin- detenus arc transferred to Covemor's provinces, they ''ill 
have non-official visitors to report if the rules promnlg.ated bv the 
ernment are ohcorved. As a matter of fact, there are occasions when 
these rules and rrgnlationa are seemingly good, but where are the people 
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10 see that they are enforced properly in the places of detent ioii? The 
Honourable the Home Member may stand up and ask me for specihe* 
eases. Hut how is it possihU‘ for me or for anybody else, be(;aiise, il‘ 
one goes within 100 yards of the jail be will be arrestial, and how can we 
rrive specific instances? What C()m»;s out of tlie jail is by rumours, and 
then there is the provision of selected jail visitors. (lovernment take 
(•are to clioose as visitca-s. titled non-cuit it ies, who arii afraid (!V('n to s])eak 
the truth wliicdi may ho unpleasant to (iovernment. If they are sent 
out tu these outlying districts lik(‘, Deoli. about wbieli 1 iri(*n;ly rea.d in 
the ImpeM’ial Cia7:otteer as follows: 

“Deali lios on an oj)on ptiiin, 57 inile.^ Souih of Niiair:it>ad ” 

—I tliink that is the lusirest railway sialiore that is I I n.iles from Ajmer - 

“'Phe station was laid nut liy Major 'riioni. ('oininandinp; tin* late I\i.:ali (./oj'tii: 
gent-. Lines exist for a rei^irnent of Native infantry and a squadron nf Native 
oavalry. M’he station is garri.s^jnrd l»y tin' 42iid Denli Hetriment. whi^di up to 1905 
was known as tlie Deoli Irregular Ferre. Dwjli is situated on the triple boundary 
r)f Ajuier. tJaipur. a?ici Mewai. and i.s th»' headquarters f)f the llaraMti and Tonk 
I’olitiral Agen<-y.” 

S(». it was nn t‘Xjtgg<‘r;itioii when we said that it was 70 miles from Ajmer 
and 57 miles away from tiu' nearest railwax station. Sir. I rtnd tlitit 
tliei'i* s enough sense in my Honourahlc friend .Mr. Sykes’ amendment 
which onl\ '-;a\s that tlu*'--e pi'Ople tiia\ he transftared to (lovenn.ir’s ])ro- 
vincM'S, and 1 sii])f)ort his motion. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Hume Mem’oer): Mr. President, 
ill the elaboratt! and soiiicw luit involved disquisition of the Honourable 
geatleiiijui who moved this aineudment, there were two sentciices which 
i think I understood. The first was that in which lie dilated u^on the 
art. of tilting at windmills as a somewhat unpi*otitable occupation. That, 
Sir, is a proposition which seems to nio quite unimpeachable. And the 
second, one wliicli intcri’sted me even more was when he summed up his 
t .stiinatc of the opinions which had been received on this Bill as i)eing 
that cver\ oiit* had approved heart il\ of the idt‘a but had raised every 
olistacle to carrving it out. 'riu* Honourable gentleman wms kind enough 
to put a few red flags on behalf of the Government on the ground which 
he regards as a lift It' hit sticky., I w'onder whether ht' liimsclf has not 
been in stuue danger of falling prtaistdv into those errors himself. The 
Honourable IM ember seemed to att.ach a very great deal of importance as 
a ground against the selection of fleoli as a possible site for a detention 
CMinp, to the fa<*t that it has a goofi market. T think that that t^articnlar 
aspect of the (picstion luav bear a totally (liffi'rent const nu't ion to TTonour- 
ahle Meinbers who talo' a difl’i'n id view >f tlic Hill fr'»m liij^ own, because 

11 lie is quite clear that there is a very good market thrrt\ whiidi is 
pcrto(*tiy true, in niatUas diet and the hke arrangcnu'nts can more 
easily he made for the health and comfort of the didemis. Surely that 

a commendation ratluT than otherwise. TTe quoted also the opinion 

a Fioeal Government on tin* first- circulation of the Hilj for opinion. Huti 
* ahould like to inform the House that the seleidion of Deoli for this 
piirpose was made with the gri*atesf care. Tt. was inspected and explored 
all T)oints of view by an ofTi(»er of the riovernment of India, hv a 
specially qualified ofTicer of the Govominont of Bengal, and hv the head 
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of the LocaJ Administration, and they all concurred that for the require- 
ments of tile Act J^eoli seemed to comply with every reasonable require- 
ment in a very satisfactory way. Thcj*efore 1 am somewhat at a loss to 
understand >\hy tlie Honourable gentleman is so solicitous for Deoli. I do 
not know whether it is some question of local patriotism; I am not quite 
sure whethef it may not be some qiiestitai of local interest. ]iut 1 must 
say quite frankly that, when I am dealing with a matter of public interest 
and importance, <nie which both the Local Crovernnuait principally con- 
cerned and the Government of India consider as of very great public 
interest and publie importance, I cannot possibly allow parochial and 
fierhaps jiecuniary interests of that kind to affect my judgment. And as 
an illustration of the utility of the kind of assistance with which tlu? 
TTonouratile gentleman proposes to encumber me, T would point out that 
he put forward two (‘onstruetive and practical ideas of his own. TTo 
approved, he said, of the principle of the Bill. Tt had been passes! hy 
tlie House and by the Select Committee, and the nrinciple of the Bill 
could not therefore now ht» impugned. But he had two useful and 
practical suggestions, two c('jnstnielive suggestions io make. One was 
that the dehmus slionid he interned in Fort William in Bengal 

Mr. E. P. Sykes: May T interrupt the Honourable Member? T said 
that under certain conditions they miudit be. 

The Hcnourable Sir James Orerar: 1 think the worrls which iho 

Honour d)le Meinher used were: 

‘‘Eithf!* they (ueteniis) ,i!V a iiui.'«imee to the neight)n«irlHK)d or lhe> are 1 1' 

not then a coiiveuieiu detention eaniji nould he either in ForU William undta* the eves 
<if the (iovermnent ot' l?eiij;al, or in the Pnrana Qila unrler the t'yoA of th^ 
Government of India.” 


Mr. E. F. Sykes: Kxactly. 

The Hcnourable Sir James Grerar: hb\aell\ , and winii I propose to 
point out is that the* Hoiiourabh* Member, having given his assent to one 
of the principles of the Bill, which is to remove detenus from l^engal, 
makes the coiistructi\e suggestion that they should iu»t removed from 
Bengal (Ltiughter); or in the alternative, they should he dettiined in 
Pnrana Qihi. The ILmonrahle Member failed to observe or was never 
aware tliat the Pnrana Qila sitnat<jd in a eeiitially administered territory 
and is not in a Governor's Province. Therefore, if the amendment wlii^^k 
he is good enough to propose for my assistance were aecepted by 
House, his own valuable suggestion would be explicitly ruled out. mtuI 
that, as far as T can see, is the extent of the value and utility of the 
HonoMrabk‘ Member's suggestions. T trust that the House "ill 
accept fho amendment. 


Mr. President: Tlv fpiestion T have now to put is: 

•‘Thfit in (dau -« 2, after the word ‘jail* where it. nrcurs for the second tims, 
the words ‘in M.y flovernor's Province* be inserted.** 
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The Assembly divided : 

AYES^. 


Abdul M.Uin Chaudhury, Mr. 
Agi^arwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

BagJa, Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

(jhandi Mai Oola, Bhagat. 
r)i*s, Mr. B. 

DuU, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Fox. Mr. H. B. 

Mr. N. R. 

ll;irh:ins Singh Brar, Sirdar, 
liari Raj Swamp, Lala. 

[sra. Chaudhri. 

Jog, Mr. S. O. 

Kyaw Myint, 11. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
Iv,*l(harid Navalrai, Mr. 


Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth. 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Mim*a, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Murtiiza Saheh Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Ranga Iver, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi. Mr. T. N. Ramakrislma. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendr i Nath. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

'I’hampan, Mr. K. I'. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Wp<id, Sir Edgar. 

I 


NOES— 58. 


Acolt. Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
.Ahmed, Mr. K. 

.Allah Baksli Khan Tiwana. Khan j 
Bahadur Malik. ' 

Anklcsaria, Mr. N, N. j 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bnjpai, Mr. O. S. • 

B.'iipui, Mr. R. S. ' 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan 
Bhargava, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Bliore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Brown, Mr. R. R. ! 

(Mow, Air A. O. 1 

Cocke, Sir Hugh I 

( o.^gravo. Mr. \V. A. ; 

(‘.orar. M lu* Hrantui'aiile Sir J.inu*.«. 1 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

De*^"(:uza, Dr. F. \. I 

Diidhoria. Mr. Xabi'kiiniar Sing. 1 

Faz/il Ha-i( Piraoha, Shaikh. i 

Freiu'h, Mr. J. (\ 

(Ui»i'»iavi, Mr. -\. H. 

(•idnoy. Lii lu .-(^dM^ol Sir TTenry. 
Drahani. Sir T.«nrKelot. 

Hwynne, Mr. C. W. 

Heathroto. Mr. L. V. 

Howell. Sir Evelyn. 

Thrahirn Ali. Khan. Lt. Nawab 
Muhammad. 

I.'hw.ir.singvi . Nawab Nahar‘*ingj ;. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunw’ar Hajeo. 

The motion was negatived. 


Jawdhar Singh, Sardar Bahadar 
Sardar. 

Lai (‘hand. Hony. Captain Rao Baha- 
dur Chaudhri. 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 

Moore. Mr. Arthui. 

Morgan. Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjc‘e. Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Ni.\(»n, Mr. J. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. H. 

R^ifiuddin Ahmad. Khan Bahadur 
Maul-vi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah. Riio Bahadur M. C. 

Kajan B-ikhsh Shah. Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syod. 

Rama Riio. Diwaii Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr, P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

.Mr. R-mh Pra.-h.nl Nar.ivan. 
Sarnia. Mr. R. S. 

Srhuster, The Hoiiou table Sir 
Seott, Mr. J. Ram.^ay. 

Shah Nawaz. Mian Miihai: iitad. 

Sher IMnhannnad Khan Oakliar, 
Captain. 

Shidd. Mr. F 
Tin Tiit. Mr. 

Wajihuddin. Khan Baliadiir Haji. 
Yamin Khan. Air. Muliainmad 
Young. Mr. G. M. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra : I move: 

“That to clause 2 the following i»e added at the omi : 

‘and the rules shall include provision for grant of travelling allowances to the 
relations of the detenus, twice a year, for interview and shall also provid® for 
reproduction, as far as practicable, of Bengal conditions, specially as rogards diet and 
manner of rooking the food.” 
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Tn support, of niy motion, I find that triy Honourable friend Mr. Abdul 
Alatin Chaudhury has addod this note of dissent, in the Select Corn- 
inittee’s Iteport: 

“In view of the fact that the detenus will be transferred far away from tncip 
own province, 1 would suggest that the Government of Bengal should pay travelling 
allowaiice.-s to their near relatives to enable them to visit and interview the traus-‘eiri‘;l 
priiioners tmcc in Ihroe months in order to mitigate* hardship incidental to such lrnii.‘<fe«\’* 

Thougl] iny friotul siiggestfod once in three months, I have suggested in. 
my own amendment twice in a year to inake it more acceptable to tlu* 
Honourable the Home Member. But I have not very much hope because, 
as there is a Hiiuli proverb: \7ami Jumhat, Na Jiimhat (lul MofunnunnJ' 
mi'ans : “Tlu‘ (‘artli mav shake, bui (Iiil Moliainmad will not move. ' 
T can propJu'sy thaf the Oul ]\rohammad of tlu^ Assembly, Sir James 
Crerar, will not move an inch. Yet it is not the Honourable tlie ITonie 
Member alone to whom T am speaking now, but T am appealing to tiu' 
whole House; and hero T shall quote a few lines from the speech of mv 
Honourable friend, Mr. C. C. Biswas, wbo.ro be made that point very 
clear in his able speech on the last occasion. Mr. Biswas said: 

“The is this, whether or not we should require s-nme a.s.«iurance. either t., 

be embodied in the Bill itself or in rules to bo framed under the Bill, to en.sure thar 
where such detenus are removed from Bengal to another pvovitice. certain thing! .dir uld 
be done to reproduce as far as possible the conditions of detention in Bengal rnn h 
tion.s as regards food, health, comfort, and so on.“ 

Later on, he says: 

“.As luy Honourable iiitud. Sir .\l»dur Ruhiiii, ha.s we hope tiiat wlieji iJa* 

Bill goes before the Select Committee, that Committee would try to insert some chtus4^ 
in the Bill which would make it obligatory on the Local Oovernnient to provide foi 
these things: in other words, tc» minimise di.scomfort and ri-^k to health as far ns 
practicable. 1 ,^ay as far as practicable, because .<o far a.s the climatic conditions 
go, nobody can control that. But subject to that, T say, it .should bo po.ssiblo to 
reproduce the condition^ of detention in Bengal in the provinces to whicli tlie‘>o 
may lie removed.'* 

As a matter of fact I have almost reprodticed the words of Mr. Biswas, 
tmd r s^iall wait and see if if is acceptable to th(» riovcu-nmcnt or to 
the House. As regards thc.so difficulties, T find mv Honouralde frii'inl. 
Sir Muhammad Yakub and rny Honourable friend, Sir Alabilla 
Suhrawardy also supported these views. I do not like to take lim 
time of the House in going through all these views, because I ihink 
there is un«aiiimitv on this side of the House that in the rules to 1)0 
framed by fTOvernrnent there should be provision for reprodnelion of 
Bengal conditions as far as practicable. .It might be aske.d why T 
on these things being in the rules themselves. Mv main point is ibis. 
It was insisted on, particularly by my Honourable friend, Mr. Mo^iy 
himself, that these rules that are now obtaining in Bengal should he 
cireuiated, but Govi rnrnent are persisting in not circulating them beeaa^^*^ 
they consider them to be confidential. So that is the main point, ihni 
even the r\iles are not circulated to Members of the TTonourahlo TTonse. 
That being -ri, J nsh'. lir^w olber people then can judge for themselveJ* 
whether these rules are in force. That is the speeific reason whv T want 
that in the rules it should be specifically stated that there* should he 
provision for the grant of travelling allowances to poor relations ^ 
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year, and for other conditions as regards clothing, food, diet, manner of 
cooking food, etc. Now even if these rules are there, I am not really 
certain wluilher the\ will be enforced, because the f)ast experieiicc is very 
sad. In tliese days tliere are elaborate laws and rules, but at the time 
of enforceTneiit of tliose rules lhe> are enforced in such a way that, in 
spite of all necessary ])roviNi()iis, tlien*. is no guarantee of proper treatment 
om the part of the officers. As a matter of fact, T gave notice of a few 
([uestions as to what is happt‘ning even at Dfjoii at present, but I have 
not yed rce(‘ivc‘d auv answers. Oiu* <pU‘stion T shall (pude bore: 

2. “Is it ii fatt tlial those dtfto.iiiLS' an* .;ssanltecl by the staff on the pre- 
text and U)o Suporintondont ioconan<‘n<ls kn.k • when they ask for niodieino ? 

5. Is (Jovolnmont aware of the fuel that one Bengali gentloinan who hap)jenc'd 
1,0 pass by llio earnp was t>riitally assaulted to the point of iineonseicjiisTiess and that 
people passing by tlie r junp are generally malt i ealf*fl and nuiles.ted ?“ 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: May 1 interrupt the ITonoural^le 
VIciMbei '.’ Il perbuj)s e<'>ndu<*e to oiir fstiniat'ng tin* value of the 

instances be has brought bef(;ro the lTou<e if T say that at Dooli none 

of ihesv^ incidents could possiblv have taken place,, as there cU*e no 

detenus tberr*. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra: xMay I take il that the Hnuoiirablo Member says 
tliat tliere art' iiii delenns at I)eoli at present? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 do. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: I'bere are no detenus in DeoiiV Since wiieiiV There 
may be some legal jugglery involved in the answer, and it may be 
that prisoiu'is are not under the 1‘engal Oriininal Law Ainendnienl Act. 
iiccaiisi*. the\ caniait Net !.(' transleiTed. but under Hegulation III some State 
prisoners \u\\'v been transferred, and tile same Commandant wlio was 
serving in Ilijli has been transferred to ]>eoli ; that is my information, 
also that thi*n* are prisoners in the Deoli camp; T should like to know if 
that is contradicted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 'rbore are no detenus in Deoli of 
juiy description whatsoever. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Then I must acc(*pt that statement. Then as 
J’ogards tiu'si^. rult»s, mv Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, yesterday 
'VMS arguing that there are rules for the treatment tif female pris<'>ners. 
[ait tin* whole ITnnse was informed yesterday how they are treated, but 
lh(' case of detenus tlau’e are no rules wbieh an' km wai to the public 
^ would like to be assured that in the rules there must be a speeifie 
P'’n\isi()n for llilni^s and at the same time that me? bods should ITe 

devised to cheek whedher these rnh's .are netnally observed Sir. T move. 

Mr. 0. S. Ban?a Iyer (Ixohilkund and Kuninon Divisions : Xon-irubain- 
^Radan Rur.nL : Sir, this i.s an amendment wliich T wu’sh had been 
^(^eeptod by the gonthunen of the Seloet Committee unanimously, and 
wish ilioro had been no necessity to move tins amendment on the floor 
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of this House. 1 wish the Governmeiit had given a definite assurance 
that under tJie rules they would provide for the travelling allowances of 
detenus. Sir, the House will remember that when the Hono\irable the 
Home jMernber was speaking the other day replying to the debate, I put 
him a definite question wliether ho would consider grariting travelling 
allowances to the relations of every detenu. I think perhaps I should 
not have inteiTupted him then lest T should be considc'red as having 
tried to (‘mbarrass liiin. Perhaps it was not quite a proper way to elicit 
an answer in the course of a s]>cech. Hut in view of the opposition that 
tliis nuaisuve has met witli both in this House and in tlie newsptipevs 
of the country, T wish the Oovernment had gone' so far as to mc'.et what 
is a legitimate, a reasonable and a very moderate demand, for the detenus 
are neither anarchists nor revolutionaries nor terrorists. They are men 
who liave been deprived of their freedom, hi'oausc* Ihe Oovt rnmeat 
consider, from the (evidence in their possession, that thov are prejudicial 
to public peace. That being the case, it is but proper that the (rovern- 
mcTit should not make conditions very difficult for the detenus by remov- 
ing them from one pivivince and depriving them of the opportunity of 
seeing flieir relations. T think. Sir. though the novernmemt are not 
actnallv depriving tlTe detenus of the right of inier\i(u\*s by transferring 
them from one province to another, thev arc', in rffoci . clopri\'ing thf*iYi 
of the opriorf unity of interviews. The detenus mav be bachelors, ihey 
mav be rnairied people, they may be falbovs. they may be husbands, hut 
their mothers and sisters would like to see them; their wives and children 
would like to see them and the (tovernmerd . by taking them from Hengal 
to SO) II* o(l i*r pro\i?icc, arc doing, in iiiy oninion. a double injustice. 
The first injustice is the transfer of the detenus themselves. T have* bi pti 
opposed to their tran.sfcr. T have not reconciled myself even today, not- 
withstanding the recommendation of a large number of Memberf^ in the 
Select Committee, to the principle underlying this Bill. T refused to 
serve on the Select Committee because T could not accept the principle 
of the Bill. They could at least mitigate Ihe liardship. Whv punish their 
relations, T ask. for what they consider lo be a wrong of the detenus 
themselves, a wrong which F refuse lo accept as a wrong until that 
wrong is prov(*d in a court of law? That being the case, for one alleged 
wrong, here is a- rrovernment which is punishing the relations of tiic 
detenus. T do hope. Sir, that the Honourable the Home AFemher will 
cousider :his prop) 's tion v;*r\ cari*tid!y. I am grateful to Mr. .Vl^dnl 
Matin Chaiidhurv for having inf*orporaled his views in the Sedeed C(»rr> 
mittce. F wish Sir Hari Singh Gour and Hiwnn Bahadur TTarhil.'ts Sarda. 
both of whom are not in their seats, and every other Memlvr on the 
Select Committee had endor.^ed Mr, Abdul Matin Chaudhury’s suggestion. 
T am however grateful to Mr. Abdul Matin Cbaudhnrv for having phwed 
before this House, and for having exercised his responsibility hv ^ 
placing before this House, a matter of paramotint importance. T nan 
assure the Honourable the Home. Member that if the Oovornmeni nrc 
not going to consider this proposition reasonably, they will be breaking Ih^ 
hearts of many good people in Bengal because, supposing a detenu 
what ^be Oovemment consider him to be, they have no right to purn^n 
his rclntifnis. On the. reply to that question will depend the attiludo 
that this side of the House will adopt tow’nrds the career of this Tli 
at the remaining stages of this measure. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, on a former occasion 1 made the position quite clear as to 
the necessity for providing for the n^lations of detained persons an oppor- 
tunity Mild facility to visit them. 1 then pointed out that especially 
luiving ri‘gard to the distance from Ih^ngal of tlic place where these men 
will he detained and also having r(*ga.r(l to the fact that many of these 
j)(‘rsons are likely lo belong to poor faniilios, it was only right that (jovem- 
ni(*nt should make c.ertaiu provisions allowing a ci*rtaiu n*asonablc number 
<:!' relations, say, two or three, to visit them oceasioiudlv , say, twice a year. 
That is not making too much of a demand. In tliis way let them be 
satisfied and tlaar relations that th(*\ are. treated properly. I think, Sir, 
this is a very reasonahle dc'Tiiand, and I rli) hope tin* IToruairable tlu* Home 
Mernbca* will see his wa\ to Jiccepl it. T know it has be(*n stated that 
I lien* an* riiU's wliicli liavt* launi framed for a similar purpose, but those 
rules have iieen liith(‘/l(> k<q)L eonfidential. though, as I pointed out on the 
liist oceasion, there s(‘ein(‘d to me no justification for treating these rules, 
whicli are frami'd under the enactments of the Lc‘gislature, as confidential. 

] [)(;‘nted out that tliesc^ rules ought to b(‘ placed on the table of the House 
if n(’e«‘ssarv or. at any rale, tlie .^leinhers of this H/niso should be allowed 
afcess to thes(‘ rules so that any inisappr(‘honsinn tliat may have arisen 
on the point niay he removed Ft d'*es strike me tliat the amendment 
propo.sed hv my friend Air. Mitra is a perfectly Fiarmless and reasonable 
f)ne and T hope the riovernment will so(‘ their way to accept it. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt (Purdwan I)ivisi(>n: Non-Aruhaininadan Rural): 
Sir, at the oiitstu I must say that I do not like the firovisions of this clause. 

1 am opposed to it. Ue that as it intiy, when my friend moved his amend- 
nient, and knowitig the ho]H'lessness of viur position here. 1 would like to 
li:tve an aniendiueiit like this rather than th.e whole clause. AFy friend has 
asked for some iiavelling allow. uu*e for th<' relations of the detenus only 
twice a year tmd also for the proiluclion of Bengal conditions, especially 
;!s regards ditH and tlu* manner <*f cooking the food. Of course, it is 
qiialilied by the word “es|)ceially ’* and so J have no quarrel with him, 
ia‘causc Monoural>le Alendiers bore ina\ know that ovcni the worst criminals 
in tlif* Kuropean wsirds in the Piinjah -ire sujiplied with fans. And T would 
ilka to kiKJW froni the Hononraide the Home Member whether tlic detenus 
N\lio will ho transf(»rrcd fi-oin Hcngal to tin’s extremt* climate, which the 
peopli* of Bcuigal can hardly hear, will also ho supplied with <deetrie fans 
‘T nrd. T pause for a reply from \ho HonourahU* the Home AFeiuber. T 
■an not getting a now. Prohahly Sir dames Crerar will take time to think 
'vladluM’ tlu -’e th tenus should ho given fans or not. He himself is sitting 
ntider a fan all right at this time. 

Then. Sir. as '•. g.anls diet and other Ihuigal coiulit iotp'. 1 m.-ty point 

■ 'd th.al the diet (»f llu' Mengaiis difTeis ver\ niiudi from tlu dii’t of ali 

ather peoph livitig in India. 1 see. Sir. that my H'liourable fnend 
^1^. (laya Prasad Singh has laughed on this remark of mine. He himself 
ri iiirs from a province which till very ri'cently was linked t«> my province, 
•uul whose r)nde it w.as to iuutate our foxi and our culture. Sir. T am not 
holding any brief for Bengali diet. huf. this mueh T may say that ^hat 
is ahsolutelv necessary for a Bengali. T may tell the House that the 
of n gentleman, who Ivdds a very high position, indeed the: highest that 

•in Indian can attain in life, after having resorted to the European mode 

diet and living heenme blind. Sir. that is the fate awaiting those who 
f‘nange their methods of lifi* and their diet at a very late h'^ur in their life. 



2610 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[24x11 Mar. 1932. 


[Mr. Atnar Nath Diitt. J 

That being so, 1 tiiiuk it will not be dirticult for him to understand the 
difficulties of a Bengali if ho is asked to take one or two chapatin and pro*- 
bably om>f or two onions and some har har dhal. Is that the food to wliieh 
c». Bengali is accustomed? Further I may inform the House that Bengalis 
do not tak(» rJiapatis during summer. They take rice and dhal twice a day 
and not rJiaputls. They take purin oidy during wint-er, because they are 
hardl\ j)alatai)lc during (he sumiutT. It is only the Bengalis wlio can 
appmriato the dilhculties in the matter of li>od. If ever I had the pow('r 
and if L could get the Honourahlo Sir James Crerar under my dutclies 
and make iiim live in a Bengali village with rice and dhal and tamarind 
and fish, 1 do not. know liow he would like it. A few' vegeUihles, one or 
two hrinjals fried w iil not satisfy his appetite. With this diet, he w’ill not 
survive hn- more than six months. My Honourable friend is leaving India, 
and this Bill is perliaps his parting kick, and 1 really would have been glad 
if tlu‘ HonourahU* Sir James Crerar had not taken tlio trouble of intro- 
ducing tliis Bill at the fag end of his career. In fact I w'cndd onco mon^ 
appeal to him. when h(‘ is leaving India for gfxxi. to ht* a. little nnav kind 
to us and see this small amendment of my fricaul Mr. Mitra is accepted 
bv him. Tlii'H' is nothing revolutionary, no ti‘n‘orism in this anuaidna'iii. 
Tluav is nothing of flu* kiinl in the' amendmi'nt, and the Honourable Sir 
Jami‘s Civrar need nor ho afraid of it. T ho|)i‘ if he has a little sense of 
humanity still left in him. he will, just eight or tc'U (lays Ixdore leaves 
the shorts t)f India, do this little act c')! kindness to the people wlK'^m he 
has rnletl. He believes they are inveterate terrorists. Whatever may he 
his ideas, reserving my right to oppose the whole elanse hter on, f w'hole- 
heartedly give uiy sup|)ort to the amendment and T appeal once* more to 
the Honourable the Iharu Member to aeeopi it. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): The anu'iul- 
ment of my Ifonourahle friend Mr. Mitra falls into two parts, the first, 
part relates to the pavment of travelling allowance to the relations of the 
detenus twic^e a year, for interviews, and tin* second part deals with llic 
(piestion of diet and the manner of cooking food, etc. So far as the sect^nd 
pint is concerned, I IjelicNe ! am correct in saying that there is no differ- 
ence between this sub* of tie. Ilous«' and lh«* other side, ddie Honourable 
Sir James (.’rerar has more than </nce assured tin* floust* that it wull la* 
the duty of ( ioverniiient lo make e.very possilde provision for tlio comfort 
of the detenu.s wlio may !)»• tom^ferred out f)f Bengal. They will try to 
reproduce, as far as p .-sihb' and ]*ractieahie. th('. conditions of Bengal in 
tlie other provinces to whi( h th(*se people may hf*. n rnoved. Tht' (piestion 
with whicii We are now cf)n( .-rned is whether or not the* Bill itselt should 
(‘iiihodv some pr-N isi(»n in this regard: other w'ords. wdudher or not we 

sliould content onrselvi's witli accepting Uk* assurance' wliich has boon givt n 
on the floor rrf tin- Mouse un heJialf of rro\'ernna'nt . or wht*lher we 
insist on soi»je statutory safeguards, so that it may not he possible for f^«t* 
James Crevav’s successors to act olhc'rwise. Tlu^re is one} preliminary diffi- 
(mb' . lK)'C(*v(.r. I hat I find in the wav of Ihe amendment of my friend 
Afr. ’Mitra, unfortunately when sending in notice of this amendment, 
did not hav(i i)efor»' hitn the prox isions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Aft. Tf yon look at ihe clauses of the Bill, yon will see that tliP 
proviso (rhniscj 2 refers in spc'cific terms to si'(?tion 1.1 and section 1^1 of 
the Bengal Ar\ mid lavs d >wt: that ihe pnwf'rs e.xoroiflahle by the 
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(jovernmcnt under section 11 and the powers exercisable by the Local 
(Jovernnient under section IB regarding the manner of custody of these 
detenus shall be exercised by the lineal (iovernnient of the province to 
which these persons may b(? transferred for custody. What are the powers 
under sections 11 and IB? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City; Non-Muhammadan Urban); They 
apply to Bengal. 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas: 1 am just explaining iny point. If you look at sec- 
tion 1 I of the Btaigal Act, you will find that it provides for the appoint- 
ment of Visiting C ■onnnittees, and further lays down that the rules which 
may he framed under that section shall provide for periodical visits to the 
persons iindia’ n.'straint. ^*'hat means visits b} members of the Visiting 
('oininittee to these* persojis. What tin* provi.so to this Bill eonteinplafes 
is this, lliat the powers which in Bengtil can be exercised by the Local 
(ruveniinent tlien^ under .section 11 shall be exercisable as well by the Local 
^'KiVernmeiit in the Provinca* to which these persons may be removed. In 
other words, when these detenus are removed outside Bengal, it will be 
{.pi'll to the LfKjal (rovernmeni of that other province to appoint Visiting 
( 'ommittee.s, and to frame rules ])roviding for periodical visits by members 
(it the Visiting ('ommitti'es 1(» these jiersons. These rules,- therefore, will 
not and cannot include rules for the grant of travelling allowance to any 
relations of the iletenus, or for any of the other matters which my friend 
Mr. Mitra lias in view. Thai is tlie ditVamlly T am lVt»!ing. 

TIh'Ti. again, if \*»u turn t<» section l:l of the Bengal Act, you will fip.d 
that that seetioii authorises \he Loeal (loveniment. in Bengal to make 
rules providing for the procedure to be followed regarding the notification 
of residence and ref)or( t* the police by persons in respi'ct of whom orders 
have heen, passed under si'i^linn 2. and for the place and manner of custody 
of all p(*rsuns arrested or (•oTmnitt<‘d to or dotaiiK'd in custody under this 
. Now, tile efTi c( of ihi' jm \ iso in the [>resent Bill is to give powers 
to the Local f iovernment in the other province to whieli these people may 
hi iahen !(' fraii.i v"A- < for (hr moiu’r '/ no-' .(hi of these persnnis 

la other words, onl\ oiu’ part <if seetic>n IB of the Bengal Act. is reproduced 
hy virtui' of the pro\is<^ to this clause, and the T..oeal frovernment there is 
cini) \vt»red, if tliis idaiise is adopt lal liere, merely to make rules providing 
lor tht' }nn7inrr of cnnitufij of sueii persons. The question, again, is, whether 
tin- fibjects wliieh my U<)iu>urai)lc friend Mr. Mitra sci'ks to secure by this 
iuuciidnu'nt do come proptadv within the purview of the mles which it- is 
])ossihl(* to franu' under seidion IB. 1 repeal. Sir. that section 11 and 
section IB eontemplnte rules of a definite kind. Siatiiin 11 
eontemplates rules for the purpose of regulating visits b\ meni- 
h rs of tlie Visiting Committees to these detenus. And section IB, so far 
’( is going ti' l)t‘ made apjdicable und<'r this elnusi\ deals onlv witli rules 
’‘'“rulating tlu' “mamK'r of custody’* of these detenus. T ask. is it possible 
h' ‘>a\ thai the ammulinenf of whieh inv TTonourahle friend IVfr. Mitra has 
‘Jivi'u noticf’ t'oint'S within (he ainbif f>f either of thest* sections? 

«ir. it is not open in tin’s Tlonst* to suggest amendments here and now. 
t am sorrv T had not. studied the actual wording of the amendment until 
morning, as T liad to go away to Caleuttn and came np only yesterday 
^'•ovning. But T took it bir granted, and 1 had .a righf to take it for frrnnted, 
that inv friend, who hiok the responsdiiUty for movincr an amendment, 
^’otild see that the amendment, did satisfy tlie requirements of the .\et. 
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Mr. S. C. Mitra: He has seen i< ; it is all rij^ht. 

Mr. O. C. Biswas: If it is all right in my friend s opinion, then he need 
not quarrel with me. But I am pointing out what 1 do consider a real 
difficulty in the way. On tlie merits I hav'c* already stated that I am 
at one with lilni. hut there is this technical difficulty arising from iho fonn 
of the arnendinenl, and T was going to suggest to my friends opposite that, 
they might so alter the wording of this aimaidment as to make if clear 
that it is not itierely sections II and of the local Act which may he 
reproduced in tin* other |)rovinet‘s outside Bengal, hut that it should be 
possible to providi' for iho. other matters as w<*ir. which cannot properly 
conn* within the rule T)iaking powers of sections 11 and Id. I am ((uilr 
definite, Sir, that so far ;it any rale as the tirsi part of this ameiidimaii 
is eoncMMied, tht' payment of travelling allowaiu’cs cannot j^ossibly be 
brought undt*r st'ction 11 or stadion Id. .\s a niatter of fact, 1 will remind 
my friend Air. Mitra that there is a provision in the I^eiigal Act for tin- 
payment of certain alknvances to the families of these dctiams. 1’hat Is 
dealt with in a sc])arati' section, and is tint left to bi* covered by rules 
that may ho framed either under section 11 ir under seetiiai l.‘). So. if 
it is a quosti(U} of the payment of any alIo\vanei“^. that must he the siil» 
jeet-inatter ot •« s])e(dfie ju’ovision to that <*ffeet. Mr. Mitra wants to add 
at the end of clause* 2 tlie words, “and the 'ides shall include provision”, 
etc. The phrast* “the rules” necessarily nu‘ans rules which are nd'erri-d 
to in the proviso, aiul the\ are rules under section 11 and section Id. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: But si*ction 11 |)?’<»vid('s for fjcrie»dic.*d visits. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: My Honourable friend will kindly look at section 11 : 

“The Local Ooverriiaera shall, l»y order in writing, ippoint such pcjsnn* as n 
thinks fit to consiitute Visiting (‘oininittee.H for the purposes i>f this Act and shall 1»> 
rules prescrfiie the functions which the.-«e (’ointnitlees shall e.vercise.” 

So this sub-section speaks of rules proscribing the functions which tln'sc 
Visiting < 'oniniittces are to perform. Then ilic nc.xt snb-seetinn says : 

rule.- shall provide t'n» peiMidiiji! vi-il.*. in rir." 

. That meaiK periodical visits to be paid by members of thi‘se Visiiiii" 
Committees to thesi* j)crsons. d’hev .do not contcm[)Iate visits by rcl* 
tions of these d(*tcnus, and I tlo not su])y)()sc n lalions of tlelemis vil' 
constitute the Visiting ('on unit tees. If the wonls wore simply ‘‘rules shall 
provide” that would be different. But the words are ‘‘suclt rules”, and 
they must mean rules rcfcrr*»d to :ri s*id)-si*ction (/). and the rules in suh- 
section (7) can only be rules prescribing the functions wdiich the Visiting 
('ommittees shall exercise. 1'hai is my interpretation of this s('ction. and 
T am quite sure my lawyer friends will at onei* see that 1 am not f:>^’ 
wrong. That is th(* position. Therefore, if there is no chance of moving 
an amendment now in such a fonri as to scfuin* the objects wliich th^ 
amendm(!nt has in view, theue seems to me no other alternative* open to 
us but to ac(*ept an assurance from the TTonourable thi* Home M(*mher in 
this regard. And there is another practical n'ason w'hy 1 suggest lhat 
we should he belter advised in accepting siieh assurance. Suppose thi*' 
amendincm is put to the vote and lost. If we on this side of the TToiis*' 
can be sure fbal we shall not be defeated, then I would most certainly sfi>- 
go to the lobbv on this issue and carry it. Put if there is a risk of dfi 
being defeated, we shall only make our position w'orse by challcngincr ^ 
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division, bocvuiso if we lake it t<* the vote? and it, it will be open to tho 

(rovernnieiit afterv\a»vls to point to th«* record and say that the House did 
not a(*(je|)t it at all but by its vote turned it down. My fri(!nds may not 
aj^ree with me, but I am takiii'^ a practical vitwv of the matter; and there- 
fore 1 suggest that if there is no j)i*actical certainty of our being able to- 
carry it, it is much better to leav(' the matter there and to accept the 
{issiiranci* of tlie TToiik‘ ^rend)er. (.1 Voice : “Wind about interviews?’*) 

As regards inb*rviews, we slnuild also afsk for a definite assurance in that 
behalK 

Mr, Qaya Prasad Singh (Muzadarimr diamparan : Niai-Muliam- 
inadan) : Sir, (ho ywoposition of mv Honourable friend, tbo AFover of this 
aniendment, is so emiiu*ntl\ reasonable, (bat I do n-‘t (bink i( should have 
l)OcT^ didicult for the (Jovernment to accept it. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Biswas has just said that as a measure of practical [jolitics. we should 
n()l press this mofion to ;• division. I do not know win ther my Hfaiour- 
abl(‘ friend tin* Movi*r of this motitai has an;, inliaition of pressing this 
uH^tioii to a division. I li.ivc not myself madi* np my mind whether or not 
it is hett(‘r to ])r('ss it to a rlivisirui. This is a minor matter. Apart from 
t)i;d, Ibt' argumt'iit of m\ llotionrable friend Mr. Hiswas . eonies to this, 
that l)ecausi‘ wt* l(')si‘ this motion it will creatr a l;ad impression 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas: On a point of nersonal exf>lanation. Sir. that is 
net what I staled. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: I am glad to have this assuranci* from mv 
Honourable friend. I’liosi* of us who are* opposed (o the principle of this 
Bill can on (hat aceonnt say that as this irou.st*, constituted as it is, is not 
likely to accept ;‘n\ aniendment which is oppos**d hy the Government, we* 
slionid therefore no* press onr motions. 

Tho S(M*oi,d part of this m«»tion relates to tin- repriKliietioii as far as 
f)!.-'* ! i,..d)le of Bengal oomiitions ♦•sp(*cially as regards diet and the manner 
f)i cooking the food. I am afraid that in the matter of re[)roduction of 
Ih-ngal 4‘oiiditions as reganl^ footl. it will not be (piite po'ssible to rcprodiiee 
in that part of the eniintr\, 1 mean, Deoli. tlie conditions that obtain in 
Ihnigal. [ bav«* travtdh‘d eonsidorabl\ in that part o*' the conutiw. in • 
Ikajpnfana and in (hntral India. In fact 1 have mystdf motored down 
fnan Nasiral)a(l Ibrmigb Deoli i>n to Bundi and to Kotab. I quite agree 
vvitii tln‘ picturesque dc'^criptitm given by my Honourable friend .Mr. Sykes 
with ri'gard to tin* sitna<i(m of Deoli. Hut then' is one difVicuitv in the 
"ay. Then* is an ahst'uee in that part of (In' country of large sheets of 
water, tanks and hig rivers. That makes itl impossible for a plentiful 
"^upplv »>1‘ Hsh \vhi<*b is an indispeiisalde item of di(*t for a Bengali. This is 
an iirqn'dinn'ui. in the way of (he reproduction of Bengal conditions if the 
detenu.s an* i ransfi'rred to Diadi. 

With regard (o the first i>ar( of tin* proposition, tliai travelling allow- 
ances should be paid to the iu*ar relations <^f the detenus, T think the 
proposition is extremely fair and reasonable. If these detenus had not 
been transferred (o a. distant pari of the eoiintn*. cut off from their pro- 
vincial and family asstK*ia(ions. (he near relatives of those detenus would 
have had easy facility (o visit these detenus ; but since they are being tom 
off from their province, and taken to a distant part of the country, and 
ihe punishment of d(?portalion is being added to the punishment of in- 
enreeration, so far as these detenus are concerned, it is only fair and 
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reasonabh' tliai the travelling allowances of their near relatives should be 
borne by the Government. We have not seen the rules which my Honour- 
able friend the Home iNIember has alrearlyi prepared. I do not know 
whether a provision like that exists in any of the rules; but I would not 
like to trust either tl)e Government of India or the Local Government o[ 
Bengal or any other authority in the matter of framing rules suitable to 
the rt'quireinenis of the situation. 1 am therefore of opinion that provi 
sion for the grant of travell‘ng allowance to thc^ near relations of the 
<letemis, and the reproduction, as far as possible, of the conditions w^hich 
obtain in Bengal in the place, Deoli, or any other place where they may 
be transferred, must be incorporated in this nu'asure. With these few 
words I support the proposition. 

'J'he Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes Past Two 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at 4'wi‘nt\ Minutes Past 'fwo 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Mr. rre.sident, my friend Mr. Biswas was, as far 
as 1 could understand him, clearly in favour of tin? ])rinciple of the aiia*rid- 
ment moved by my friend Mr. ^Jitra. He realised tliat the detenus who 
were removed to other provinces for the convcaiienci* of the Governnient 
of Bengal, should be treated, as far as possible, in the same way ns they 
would have been treated in Bengal with reganl to food and oIIkt ana'iiities 
of life, but be appeared to me to have some legal difficulty, and since lie 
is a lawyer and 1 am a layman. I am in scjine dilTficultv .... 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Baj sliahi Division: Muhammadan Knral) : Wlint 
*is the meaning of reproduction? What do you mean by amenities of life? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: There is another lawyer interrupting. Perliaps 
he will give his oyilnion to this Honourable House on fhc le^gal point mist'd. 

T am not o lawyer, and wo look forward to his legal assist ain't' and 
opinion. 

Mr. B, Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): We will boar him 
later. 

Sir 06was]i Jehangir: There arc two principles raised in tlw' aniiMKl- 
ment: one is that the detenus should get the same food as thev get in 
Bengal, and the. other is that Government should give facilities for fheiT' 
relations to visit the detenus, in whatever part of India thev may he. by 
giving these relatives train fares. With regard to food, T think the TTononr- 
nhle the Home Member on the last ocension gave us clearly to understand 
that Government were prepared to meet this, side of the House with regard 
to BTich amenities as this side of the House thought necessary, and so fsr 
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as 1 remember now, — I liave not got his speech before me — ^he actually 
read out some draft rules in which it was provided that Bengali cooks would 
be provided, and that the supervision of the prison would be under a 
gentleman who was accustomed to Bengal conditions. But with regard 
to railway fares, the Honourable the Home Member seemed to have some 
difficulties. Well, Sir, I will, therefore, confine my remarks to this ji^^int. 
After all, these detenus are being removed from Bengal for the conveni- 
ence of the Government of Bengal, and if that is so, I do not see wliy the 
Bengal Government should not be made to pay the railway faro to a 
reasonable number of relatives of the detenus specially because these 
detenus may be sent hundreds and hundreds of miles away from Bengal. 

It, would bo a cheeseparing policy on the part of the Bengal Government 
to object to it. When they ask the Government of India to approach this 
House to assist them and tlieir administration, T cannot help thinking 
that this demand on the part of Honourable Members on this side of the 
House is more than justified, and I do not think that either the Govem- 
luent of India or the Government of Bengal should raise any objection to 
the expenditure .... 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What about >our Hetronchment Committee? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: There is always a limit for retrenchment, and if 
my friend is so very keen about retrenchment, perhaps he will look a 
Jittlc nearer home for retrenchment than for a purpose of this sort. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: That is exactly the ])oint. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: At any rate, Sir, I think wo are all agreed that 
it is a reasonable demand to make. 

Then, witli regard to the legal point raised by my friend, Mr. Biswas, 
that the aniendmout ought to have been in some other danse of the 
■Rill .... 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas: Some other fonn. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: .... or in some other fonn. Well, trying to look 
into it from a layman’s point of view, T find that section 13 of flic local 
Act reads as follows : 

“Tlio Lov'al Oovevmiiont may make rules pr^\i(lin£j for the procedure to ke folKovrd 
le^nvdins: the nofincatinu oF residence and re]>ort to the ooliv'e Ly i^ersons in ivs- 
fit* wlmni orders h^ve heeii made under seetion 2 and for tlie pl.M’e .nid iiia’ojer 
'if <‘M<fo<ly of all pers^ons. 

N^ow, the words, ‘^manner of ciistodv of all persons" wnuld cover 
eV('ivfhing that inv friend Air. ^Fitra ha^-i provuled for in the amendment: 
•nd c\tMi if s<'cf ion 13 i'^ to be canded out by tbo Brovin(Mal Government 
'“* the Goveruinent of India according to wherever the detenus uv sent, 
they could frame rules even under section 13 in viriue of the ex]n'cssion 
''manner of enstodv” so as to provide for railway fares and other ameni- 
tiocs of life required by my friend Mr. Mitra. But not being a Ijwvyer. T 
]intnra,llv depend upon the advice and the opinion of the TTononra.ble 
Tnw Aromber. Biu’haps. he will be able to show ns some way out of 
nn logat difficulty that may arise. 


15 
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Another point, Mr. President. Under claiisc 2 of the Bill, the Local’ 
Government has to make such rules and take such action as the Govern- 
ment of Bengal are empowered to take under sections 11 and 13 of their 
Locfi-l Act, but this House has a right, when considering this Bill, to add 
any other provisions, or to make any other stipulations with regard to what 
the Local (Tovernrnent should do, orhow’ they should act with regard to these 
detenus ; and I, personally, not having the keen and practised intellect of 
a lawyer, cannot sec how the amendment moved by my friend to Ji Bill, — 
not to rules, — to a Bill botoro the I.oeislature can bo out of ord<‘r. Mr. 
President, therefore I do hope that Government will accept this ariieiid- 
ment. It only moans the addition of railway fares to the undertaking 
already given by the Honourable the Home Member and Government 
should put it into the Act itself. It is safer: it gives more satisfaction 
not only to this side of the House but also to tlie much wider puDlic who- 
watch our proceedings; it will not do any harm; on the other hand it will 
help both the Government of India and the Bengal Government in the 
future, because — we do not know — it may happen that the Government 
of India may have to bring a similar Bill before this House at a later 
stage. 

Then, Sir, there is another amendment to be moved by my friend Mr. 
Mitra wliicli empowers the Government of India and not the Provincial 
Governments to make these rules and regulations. If that is accepted, 
and I don’t see why they should not accept it because it is they wlio will 
take the responsibility of sanctioning the removal of these detenus from 
Bengal to some other pmvince, and surely they should take the responsibi- 
lity for framing rules. If they frame rules, then it will be for this Honour- 
able House to see tliat those rules are carried out to the satisfaction of 
both this Honourable House and the Government. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: What was the Central Jail Coirmiitteo s report of 
1920? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I trust that Government will accept both tlu 
amendments— this one and the one that Government should make l ules,- — 
and if they are accepted, 1 can see no legal difficulty in the matter at all. 
It will give complete satisfaction, and it will filso help this Bill io panSs 
to-day, let ns hoj)e, before you. Mr. President, adjourn this House. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency ])ivision: Non-Muhainmadair 
Kura)): Although 1 am f)pprised h> the principle of the Bill in any fonn. I 
rise to support the amendment moved by my Honourable friend iM?’. 
Mitra on the principle that something is better than nothing. Knowing 
as wo do tlie attitude of the Goveniment, we can say that the Govern- 
ment will try to have the Bill passed with the least possible modifications, 
althougli tlie Bill was opposed by almost all the elected Members wlio 
spoke rm the last occasion except one or two who only lent tlieir half- 
hearted support to this Bill. Sir Gownsji Jehangir on the last oo'-asion 
and also in his speech which he delivered just now, has made it clear that 
the Bill ni ly be passed only on eondition that the Government will complv 
with the legitimate demands of this House. The Honourable the Law 
MemVier gave us an assurance, and the Honourable the Home Member 
also gave that assurance on the last occasion as well ns this morning, but. 
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Sir, we ai*e no believers in assurances, because tlie Honourable Members 
may not be here, and also tliey may change their views at any time li 
they mean that these assurances will be. observed, then it is best thai they 
should clearly put them into writing in the Statute-book. My Honourable 
friend Mr. Biswas has raised a legal issue that there are legal difficulties 
in the way of making provision for the interviews. 

Mr. 0. 0, Biswas: On a point of personal explanation, Bir. That is not 
what 1 had stated. I did not suggest that there was any legal difficulty 
in making a provision of that kind; what i did suggest was that the form 
in which Mr. Mitra had framed his amendment would not permit of its 
being done. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: However, tliere is some difficulty .‘ucord- 
ing to your view. JMv Honourable friend Sir Oowasji Jehangir has met 
tliJit issiu* in an admirable manner, because the words ‘‘manner of 
laistody” are th(*re, wliicdi arc wide enough for making all these provisions. 

Jf th(‘sc inteiwiews and provision for diet and other requirements are held 
to be legitimate and proper, then there cannot be any objection to passing 
this amendment. It is the Government who have, at their sweet will, 
thought fit to snatch away these unfortunate young men from their homes, 
and it is only reasonable that the Government should pay for the travelling 
expenses of tiu? relations of tlu‘se men. There is fro doubt about the fact 
that sncli int('rviews are necessary, Ixuauise a prolonged separation from 
their nearest and dearc'st relations will certainly tell upon their mental 
condition. This is only a rational view, and this has been recorded by one 
of file gentlemen who has given their opinions on this Bill. As to the 
legal point that has lu'on raised, I understand that my Honourable friend 
Mr. S. C. Sen will argue that point. 1 am not a lawyer, but 1 shall 
give ymi only a layman's point of view. I would cite only the proverb, 
“Where there is a will there is a way," and if you cannot devise ways 
and means for making such a legitimate provision, it is all the more 
reason why this Bill sliould be* thrown out. If you c.annot do that, there 
is no reason why you should pass it at any cost. We should alwass re- 
menihor tliat then* are some brilliant men among these unfortunate 
detenus, and they must not he thrown to the dogs. They certainly 
deserve some eonsidoration from this House. With these words. T siipport 
the amendment. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of (Commerce : Indian Com- 
merce) : I also support the amendment. We have had some academic 
discussion about the legality and construction of the amendment moved 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra. What is the amendment? The 
amendment is simply this, that in exercising the powers conferred by 
sections 11 and IB of the local Act, the Local Government should do 
some further acts in the light of the amendment suggested by Mr. Mitra. 
Is it contended that if these detenus had not been transferred outside 
Bengal, the Bengal iGovemment could not have, under sections 11 and IB 
of the Act, made provision similar to that which Mr. Mitra now seeks to 
embody in the Bill? I do not think that that would ever be the conten- 
tion raised by my Honourable friend Mr. Biswas. His contention is 
that under sections 1 1 and IB of the local Act you cannot provide for thi< 
matter the same being in his opinion outside the scope of those sections. 
I do not agree wdth him there. Section 13, as has been pointed out by 

D 2 
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Sir (Jowivsji Jcbangir, is wide enough to inelude everything on the face 
of the earth. As a matter of fact, under the term “manner of custody" 
everything has been provided for. The detenus have even to salaam the 
superior oliicers. The detenus are punished under the Jail Code for alleged 
oflfeuces under the Jail Code which do not apply to them at all. And this 
is a sight which you see every day in Bengal. So, if the words “manner 
of custody” can include all these things, surely they can also include 
provision for payment of expenses to the relations of the people who have 
been detained. 


Mr. O. 0. Biswas: But which Local Government would pay the expenses 
in that ca.se ? 


' Mr. S. G. Sen: That is not a matter with which wc are concerned. 
That is for the Imperial Government; it is a matter of arrangement 
between the Government in whose custody the detenus will be placed and 
the Betgai Government. That is no concern w^ith us, — who will pay. 
Does ttte'*ll provide fbr the payment of cost of these detenus when they 
are detain® in the Deoli jail? Does it provide for that? All we know 
is that tJi(®Ben"al Government will have to pay the cost, by arrangement 
which tlie\Vwill make with the Local Government in whose jurisdiction 
the people are to he det ained. That is a matter of internal arrangement 
which wo have nothing \Vhatever to do with here. All we can say is this, 
that under the nile-maWng powers conferred by sections ll and 13 of 
the local A(?t, which will now under the proviso to clause 2 of the Bill 
be exercised by the Local Government of the province in which the jail 
is situated — rules should be made — which rules should provide for the 
various items referred to in the amendment suggested by Mr. Mitra. 
That IS the point. Apart ]from that, supposing these matters do not 
come within the purview of sections 11 and 13, surely if the Legislature 
provides that fliesc matters: should he introduced into the rules, such 
proviso will govern the original seetions 11 and 13, That is the ordinary 
rule of construction of every Statute. Under these circumstances T do 
not think there is any substance in Mr. Biswas’ argument. It is nieroly 
an academic discussion which we have had here. As regards the merits 
of the matter. T fully agree with the views expressed by Sir Cowasji 
Johangir and also by Mr. Mitra. 


As regards the second portion, tliere is no dispute between us and 
Government. The Honourable Sir James Crerar on the last occasion gave 
his solemn assurance in this House that proper roeornmendatiou and 
proper arrangements for food would be made by him. I do not know 
whether there will be provision for fans as in the European wards o 
Delhi and Lahore,. These men have not been convicted by a court ot 
law, and if the persons convicted could have these amenities, T do no 
see w’hv the same concession cannot be extended to these young 
the trving climates of Northern India in the summer. As regards tne 
question of payment of expenses to the relations of 
mav fOTco ^ , viVit ihem : on the last occasion the Honourable 
Member said that this matter required further consideration, as he rim no^ 
think that nuhlic money could be spent on an r)b]ect like this, 
these detenus are transfened, it is done at the public expense, rn^ 

Government of Bengal could have the luxury of sending these men * 
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remote part of the country, surely they should also befir the expense of 
the relations of the detenus. 1 therefore entreat the Government to con- 
sider this matter and I support th(^ amendment. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-OmciuJ) : Sir, I 
sec some Members are pressing the Government for the comforts of the 
dt-tenus, but wlien tlu^ Army is Iridianiscd, will they not also press th(' 
(loverninent to give tlie same (lomforts to the Bengali officers and clerks? 
Will they not also say that the Indian officers should not be sent to such 
and sucli ])arts of the Indian Empire, because the climate does not suit 
them? (-la Honourable Member: “But they are not in jai].“) In the 
previous discussion they asked for the removal of discomforts. Now, they 
want all comforts. Well, there must be some difference between ordinary 
prisoners and suspects. From my point of view, the chief object is to 
oradicati* rovolntionarv nioveiiienis and revolutionary ideas from the 
country, and it is witli tliat ribjeet that the detenus are taken into jail. 

If the House ae(*epts the prineiple that rovolntionarv idtais are not useful 
to the country, then those wIk> take [)art in them should not be given so 
inaiiv facilities and eoniforts as one giv(*s tr> his guests. If we give all 
(MunWts, it would simply indirectly eneonragt' crimes, vvhile^ the object 
of the Bill is to discouragi* and eradi(*ato that spirit from the country, 
"riie Ljiw Menihea* and the Honourable the Home Member have said that 
if there are hardships whieli are inhuman, they should be renyoved, but 
we should Tiot entc*rtain these detenus as honoured guests and we should 
not supply them all the facdlities and comforts which Government supplies 
to Honourable Members of the Legislature. These political detenus are 
(‘onnectod with crimes wdiich shake law and order. They arc not suspected 
for ordinary crimes, hut of an open treason and revolution. This is one 
of the worst forms of crime and those Honourable Members who arc really 
ngiiinst this sort of crime should not ‘jrive encouragement to the detenus. 

Mr. B. Das: Why don’t you take them to Peshawar and shoot them? 

Major Nawab Abmad Nawaz Khan: To remove tln se people from their 
country is a very good principle. Their relations and supporters must 
have no means of communicating with them. If these* political susj^ects 
are in their own country, they have hundreds of means of comumnieation 
inside and outside the jail. (Mr. *S. C, Mitra: “Very fine discipline. 
Tlie warders are all Indians and the relations and friends of the detenus 
have a regular means of eoinmuuiention. For instance packets of opium, 
tobacco and other forhi<1den Ihings liave been found iusidt* the jail with 
the prisoners, and this is n thing whirdi is not allowed. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: Is that the issue before the House — 
whether the prisoiu'rs should be removed to other jails or not? 

Mr. President: The Bill deals with the removal of tlit‘ iletiaius to other 
parts of India. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz S^an: Persmially, sir. I tliink it would 
be rnueh bott('r for th(' Government and for the i*ountrv at large that 
several islands should be selected out of India (Laugliter) where, aecord- 
itig to the climatic eonditicuis of each province, the prisoners may be sent. 

Mr, 0. 0. Biswas: What does my Honourable friend think of our having 
fi aession of the Assembly in the Andamans? (liaughter.) 
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Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: The keeping of the prisoners in 
their own province is more injurious from the political point of view and 
from the ])oiiit of view of the real objeet to be aimed at, namely, to 
remove and era(li(*ati‘ the spirit of the nwolutionarv mentality. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir. 1 think my Honourabre friend, the Home Member 
must have been feeling ver\ inieomfortabh* in his seat while the last 
speaker was speaking. Sir. 1 know my Honourable friend from the North. 
West Frontier i’roviuei' lias got a. subvention of a crore of rupees from 
the Government of India, and naturally, he must give his support at any 
lime and every time to any na*asiirt‘ tliat the Governinent of India want 
to sei‘ tlirongh in this Ifonse. (Laughter.) Now. my friend talks of 
political detenus as “(*riminals“. I am ri'ally surprised at that! If they 
are eriminals, then the (lovernment have failed in their duty in not trying 
them by the ordinarx laws and in detaining them indefinitely; and also 
if they are eriminals, tliere are <*ertain systians of jail rules nndt»r whi(*h 
criminals are governed. Tin* ^Government of India hero are not only 
punishing those .'^ons of Hengal by removing them from their country, but 
b\ compelling them to live' under different physical conditions entailing 
gr(‘at liardships, so that I slanild call this double ])unishirient, siieh as no 
civili/.ed Government should adopt. My friend described to ns the 
amenities of the Leoli jail. When, howt‘ver. wo heard tin* ITononroble Mr. 
Svkes last evening and tliis morning we thought that Di'oli was a dani:(‘roiis 
]>lace, where the people of Bengal, aeenstonied to the mild tenpxTato 
climate? of r»<^ngal. would be living under very difficult (conditions; anfl 
my friiuid wants that thi'se so-called criminals should be deprived of 
proper food even at Deoli. Sir, T am surprised; and T tlunk if my <‘virji(l 
becomes the Home Nfember of the North-West Frontier Province', then 1 
nity my fri^md, Khan Abdul Ghnffar Khan and his friemds. They will all 
be deported probably to Orissa. fLamjhter.) Put what T want to make 
clear before the House is that T wlioleheartedly su])port tin* amendment 
inc'.ved by mv friiaid, Mr. Afitra. AVhen 1 interrupted mv Honournblo 
friend, Afr. Biswas,- -and T know my friend is a hi'/ lawyer. — be pointed 
out a legal diffionlty. but the amendment which my friend. Afr. ATitra, 
ha brought forward does not violate the principles of tlie Bill. Tf suggests 
the introdnelion of ee?’tain clauses by' which h(dter amenities will he avail- 
able for tliese iwisoners and their relations who would visit tliem. Wliv. 
I ask, should not the Honourable the TTorne AFember .aceepi it ? 1 
like to hear the vii^w of the HonouraWe the Tiaw AFember ,as to what lu' 
thinks of this amendment wFiieh mv friend. AFr. AFitra. has iuovcmI - 
whether it is not possible, not firnetieable under the iwactiee and pro(*edurc 
e»f this House that such an amendment can he introduced info this Bill 
and also a further anurndmeut in the jail rules could be introduced. Sii*- 
to me it is rpiite possible, and most of ns on this side ('if the House think 
it is possible. Tf tlu' Gov(Tnment, by their maiority of supporters. 
against all canons of deee.nev and justice, tlien, even if we are def(Mlcd, 
nevertheless the Government will be in the wrong. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Air. President, ilio (picstions which 
have come under review’ on this amendment liave already occupied n, 
very groat onrt of the aliention of the House. Indeed it is matters of 
this k^ud figainsl: which T think at least two-thirds of the w^hole of tho 
debates daring Ibe many days over which they have extended Fiave been 
directed; and T am very well aware, and T am very fullv prepared 
recognize, th.»t on these matters many Honourable Menibers oppof^it^! 
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very deeply; and I think I have already, in my previous ovser- 
vations, on this aspect of the question, shown that I do rnyselt very 
deeply appreciate the current of feelinj^ on these subjects on the Benches 
opposite, and tliat I am anxious to a.s far as J think is reasonable 
and practicable to meet them* (Applause); and, therefore, when I have to 
i‘xpress my rej^ret that I am unable to accept this amendment (Ironical 
Opposition Cheers), I hope ironourable Members opposite will at the 
saiiui time recognize that I do not wish to withdraw any of the assurances 
I Iiavc previously givcui on several points bearing on this amendment 
in the ejirlior si ages of the debate. But T have a very str()ng preliminary 
(>l)jection to the amendment, because it is perfectly plaiTi that it does 
import matter into the Statute wliicli lias been liitlierto, .and oiiglit to 
he, regulated by lailos or by executive instructions. This Bill, Sir. is a 
supplementary ]3ill, and in tlie local Act which it supplements specific 
provision has hecui made for rule-making powers, and it is within the 
ambit '>f thos(‘ yxnvc'rs that this supplementary Bill is intended to make 
•^upplenumtarv provisions. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: May 1 point oiu. Sir. that tlu^ lor.il Act does 
not contemplate the detenus being scuit out of the Presidency? The 
local Act only contemplates tlie detenus remaining in Bengal; and there- 
fore the rules eontemplated under the local Act can only' refer to the 
detenus rt'in.aining in P>engal. 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I (put;'. ap]ireeiate the Honourable 
i^entleman’s point. Afy point, was that there are certain specific matters 
which Ihis amendment would seek to regulate by rule .and which maiaiis 
mniaiulis (he local Act originally jirovided for not by Statute hut by 
luh*. r iliink that there is probably a good deal of substance in what 
my iron<')iir;d)lc friend opposite, Mr. Biswas, urge*] as rej/ards thr* form 
of tills amendment, and T think it would laist* very serious difficulties so 
far as its coiTeet application and interpretation are concerned. But I 
do not propose to rely on tli.at particular argument: T reh’ in the first 
iiistanci* on what F must rc'gard is the impropriety and ineonveni<mce of 
endeavouring to impoi-t into the Statute what nornutlly and on everv 
cfaisideration of convenience and nropii'dy should he enai'ted hv rule. 

1 pass <ui now, Sir, to the p<unis of substance involved. As has 
*1 r M boon pointed out by more than one Honourable gentlomnn, 
so far as points »^f substance ami >f merits an* eonetriied, 
attention was concentrated uptm two main issues. The first as that 
]>rf)p(‘r arrangiunenl s ought to In* m.'Mle by rule to ensure (hat tlie lomli- 
tious of di'tention in the ]»rovince of transfer should hi' .as litth* taierous 
as wjis consistent witli the eireumstam es. On tliat point F did give, on 
a previous occasion, the fullest assurances which were adhered to by the 
Honourable INFemher opposite, and more particularly hy my TTononrahle 
Wend from Bombay, Sir Cownsji Jtdiangir. I'iCst there sliould he any 
doubt on tlie matter. T sliould like just hnefiy to recapitulate what I 
did say : 


“1 am askod if wr* aro prepared tn -.rive an n>sur,inro !«> iIip TFiMisc ihai »f this 
•hll is passed and 'detenus arc transferred from Henjial to other provinces every en- 
deavour will he made to reprodnee as far as may he ]>rai‘t iealde the conditions oi^tain- 
in Bengal in rrspeot of diet and in respeit of other e«Mulitions of detention. Well, 
I am perfectly prepared to give that asmiranco in the most express terms. far 
detention in places which are eentrally administered areas is concerned. I give 
’iiy Honourable friend a perfectly elear assuraiice that rules will he drawn up, ~a« a 
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matter of fact they are now in process of being drawn up, — which will give effect to 
those conditions. Those rules will bo notified by the local authority and they will 
be reproduced in 'the tbizelto of India: and I may say that so far as the pr»i}>i».si«ii 
camp at Deoli in the Ajinej* piovince is concerned, every step is» being tiikcii to sr'o 
that those conditions will be secured. An officer aecu.tomed to deal with Bengali.N 
will be in charge, assisted by another officer from the ^>rovince of Bengal. Bengali 
cooks will be supplied, — that point was specifically brought forward, — and as far as 
possible the diet to wliicli Bengalis are accustomed will bo provided. Afbviii; !.- 
medical arrangements are being made as well as arrangement .s for proper exorci'«.^ 
and recreation, indoor and out-door games, a library, reatling facilities, and so oti. ir 
there is anything in addition to these anything which Iris arisen in the course <d‘ tlif 
present discussion, or any suggestion that may liereafle'* be conininnieated to in** by 
any Honourable ^felnber. I .shall i>e very glad to consider it in the framing of tin* 
rules. ' ’ 

3 will add tliat lluit oi'lVr is still open. If aii\ suggestion is rnado to 
me by any TTonourablo JMcinbor with regard to the. rules whieli are now 
approaching the form of a final draft, I should be very glad to g>ve 
consideration to it. For example, aii TTonourablo Member spoke about 
the provision of electric fans. The provision of electric fans at Deoli is 
not possible, because there is no electric power fit tliat place. But T am 
quite tf) make a provision for pvnkhas during the liot weather 

for these detenus. The other matter that w^ns mentioned was the question 
of the grant of travelling allownuee. On that point on a former occasion 
T was quite specific. 

Sir, it has been suggested that these transfers are made merely for 
the convenience of the Government of Bengal. 1 should Jikt‘ to remind 
the House that it is not merely a question of the convenience of a 
Provincial Govcrnnient, but it is a question of making wbat we regard 
and what they regard as an important provision in the interests of i>ublic 
security. I have already explained that, so far as interviews are concerned, 
it has been suggested that the objection was to deny all interviews to the. 
detenus beyond Bengal. That is not the case. But I cannot under- 
take, as I said before, that the Government of Bengal should he under 
any statutory obligation to make payments which will have to b(' defray{‘'l 
by the tax payers of Bengal in what is esscntiallv a private inf ores! . 
Such facihties have never been asked for hefvore, and tlioy were not pro- 
vided for in the previous Supplementary Act which supplement i»d a 
previous Local Act. Tt is not an obligation which any Government in 
any part of India has been prepared to accept, and T think that I should 
not be behaving properly if I accepted that statutory preseriiition for the 
Government of Bengal. Apart from that, all my assurances stand good. 
Therefore, when it is urged upon me that I ought to agree to the inclusion 
of these provisions in the Statute in order that there may be n security 
that my assurances in due course will be honoured by my successor. T 
think that the TLouse and the Honourable gentleman opposite will reeogni'^e 
that that is not an argument which can bo expected to weigh very heavily 
with me. No assurance wmich has been given in such specific terms .t'? 
T have given on this occasion has ever been given by the Government of 
India and' not been fulfilled, and this assurance M'ill equally he 
filled. Therefore, I repeat once more that while T appreciate the helini: 
which has nndf'rlnin the speeches of many Honourable Members opposite 
and T will be willing to go as far as is reasonable for me to do 
T do not think that the amendment moved by the Honourable gentleman 
is one which T r-^n properly ncoept, and T regret T must oppose if- 
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Honourable gentleman is one whieli T can properly accept, and I regret 
I must oppose it. 

Mr. President: Tlie quest ion is: 

“That to claust* 2 tlie followinj; he a(l(!t*d ;ii the end 

‘and the rnlen shall include provision for jrrant of travel] allowances to the 
relations of the detenus t\vi<‘e a year, for interview and shall alsr) provide for re- 
prodiutioj]. as far as practicahle. of Berifral couditioiis. specially as rep^aids diet and 
the manner of cookinpf the food*.’* 


The Assembly divided; 
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Mr. S. 0, Mitra: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

"That in the pix>viso to clause 2 tor the words heginniii^ with the words 
Government of the province* and ending with the words ‘local official (oizette,’ the 
following he suhstituted : 

Government of India and the rules made ny the Goveriiinont of India in exercito 
*of such powers shall he piil»lished in the tiazftte. of 

The purpose of this nineiidineiit is that these rules slioukl bi‘ made 
not by J^^cal (xovernnieuts to whose jurisdiction these detenus will bo 
transferred, as contemplated iu this I^ill, but that these rules should be 
framed by the (Tovernmeni nf India themselves. If I liavo licard the 
Honourable the Home Member eorroetly, he said that the (lovi'rnnu'rit 
of India were framing the rules. If so, T do ni^t know wliy they impose 
upon the Local CrO\evnmont the duty of promulgating and publisliinnr 
the rules framed by (lovernment of India in their gazette. Some of 
these Local (lovernnients will really not bo in a position to frame rules 
for the conduct and control of these detenus. They will have to depend, 
more or less, on the standard rules that obtain in llengal. and if anybody 
else is to supervise these rules, it should be the Government of India 
and not tlu‘ particular Local (ioveniment lo whose provinci* Ihese 
detomrs might he transferred. 1 do not know what the atiitiuh* of the 
Government of India might be, but T think if I liave learnt any lesson 
from the Honourable Sir James Crorar. ii is that rhut immovable 
gentleman will remain unmoved and he will not accept any reasonable 
amendment that may be moved by this side of the Housf\ T appeal 
to the House to consider that in this amendment. I merely ask that the 
rules should be made by the Government of India so that ihis House 
may also have some (?onirol over tliose rules. TJien* wi*r(‘ so many 
appeals from this side of the House to the Honourable the TFome ]\rcml)er 
to (dreuiate those rules. T have not heard what ohjc'cdion th(‘ TTonourahle 
the Homo Member has to bring those nilos within the purview of criii- 
cisni of the Members of tliis House. The slaiutorv rules made. nnd(*r 
this Act should not remain confidential. T do not understand wliy these 
rules should not be criticised by this TIonso. ]\rv purpose in moving 
this amendment is that if those rules are made by the' Government of 
India, tin’s House will have occasion to see how' fai* those rules are 
reasonable and how far they eorne up to tlie assuranct^s gi\fn by tlie 
Honourable the lL)me Arember. Lurtber. ll’c ditTf-rent Tjoc.d Gov- rn- 
ments will not be in a position realiv to make any rides. Tlu^v sliall liave 
to follow^ the rules suggested by the Government of P>engal. AAb’tb tlies^^* 
words I commend iny amendment for the aeeoptance of the Housi*. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: Mr. Pr<^si{len1, 1 tliought I bad 
already made my position clear witli regard to statutory rnlc!S. So far 
as riiles made in rcspc-ct. of any place of detention wbieh may i)c in 
centrally administered areas, T have already given the House an assiiraucc 
that those rules will b.* notified by the local authorities con(*(‘rned and 
will be piiblishcd in the Gazette of India, The same description applies 
to statneorv rules made by other Local Governments. Now the Honour- 
able Member argued that the LcH 5 al Governments, other than the Tiocal 
Government, of Bengal, w’^ould not be in a position to frame rules ndo- 
qnately. Tint T have already given the House an asRurnneo that our 
general policy in these matters, which T have explained in very great 
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detail on Uiis ami on previous oceasions, had already been communicated 
to the Local (jovornments ; and I gave the further assurance that if and 
when this Bill is enactcjd, the attention of the Local Governments will 
be expressly drawn once more to the policy whicli the Government of 
India desire to be adopted in this matter. But a certain latitude must 
be allo\vf:d to Tjocal Governments because local rules may have to provide 
for local conditions, and when a Local Government accepts or is c.alb.d 
upon to accept a responsibility of this kind, which is certainly a grave 
and serious responsihilitv, T do sub.mit thar they should be given reason- 
able discretion in tiu? discharge of their responsibility, subject to the 
main lines of policy which T have explained. T regret, therefore, that 
1 cannot accept the Honourable Arernber’s suggestion. 

Mr. President: The question is:^ 

•‘Tliat ill iho pi(ivi.-rj to rl.-ni'e 2. t'of tin' uoifl> lK-:»inniuK with thp. wonis ‘Local 
< ioviTiiincnl « f tfn* proviiMo’ jmd wiMi tin* wnrds ‘LfMMl official Oazetlf*,’ the 

follnwinii suhstitnf r^tl : 

Jovc’‘imn*ni nt* hi(!i:i .jofl tln' luli*-- • I., ili»> ( Io\ pniiiiPiit '^t Imlia in exercise 

• jf such poweis sliiill he puhlislied in llu* f.'oiftti fjnint'." 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Sir. 1 move : 

“’I’hat (o cljnis<» 2 the followiiiir findier proviso lie .uhled : 

'Provide<i further that p4‘rio<l i»al e.\ :tni»M it o ot ‘lct»ou»‘- shall he m.iile hv <i j-tuii- 
siiilfee (if the liulian Lc<.;i.'-l.it i\ •• .\ss*‘ii!i»ly with c. \icv. ;o repc'Ct ou ih(* 'initahility of 
the pliLci* of (leltMition and the maieial iiunfoM of detenus t«* the (hivciuor fierictal 
in (’ouncil’.'’ 

S r. 1 m(iv(‘ this .•niicndnn iil lluiugli I know tba; T iuive no idianet' of 
c.irrGng it. 1 connot complain when gcntlennai likt* my friends Mr. 
Valiaknmar Si]i«r DudlK'na and Mr. (\ (*. Biswas who arc present in the 
Honsc and i\j»r(‘-*cnt tlu‘ ‘ it\ of ('aicntla from wlvcli ilu* birgost nnmUcr 
of (lct(*nns comes do not rVi-n support me l>\ tlu ir \olc>. Yel I tbic.k it a 
nnblie dnt \ foi’ no' to mo\e ilu-vo amendments .ami pl^‘-'^ on tlie' House 
liu' rt'asonablene.-s of till's .•un**ndmeut . Kveu in the rule-, there i.'* .a pro- 
vision for a. stalntorv v siiin^f eommitlet'. If ( ioVi'VimuMit aecejd this 
riinendmeiit of mine then this slatntor\ visitiiiL" commit t(‘e may he replaced 
h\ a Cfumnittee of this lloiwt*. 'klu* etnnjilahit was that the sptaial 
visitors that ari* s.tdceted ar»* not th«* prt'iper tm-n. Kvt tt the onlinarv 
?t(»n-onieiaI iail \isi<<.rs are noi permit ti‘<l to soe these |.o| t;eal detenus. 
The alk“jalion is (piile '^Mati-ral .and persistent tltat tlu\\ i*hoost‘ some of 
till- title-holders and <iieb peo]>l(‘ who an* not I’kelv even to i-ipre-ent the 
o'lie facts of the (*ase. Von can avoid all that eritieivni and th(‘ election 
may he made hy the proces-. of sinirlu transferahle V(Ue hy whitdi even 
M(uninat(‘d Aftunlu'rs, Government Mt'mlu'rs. etc.. ma\ even get elected. 

^ ui it will he a eomiu’ltee of tliis Tlousi'. M\ ITonourahh' friend T)iwan 
Lahadur Siarda reminds mt' that there are no jail visitors in Ajmer. But 
i uiiderstand they an* g</mg tt) sideet some. But if tlie Gcaveruinont are 
thetns(*Iv(‘s willing to Innc a comiirtti'e why slanild tliey not accept my 
j-tiggestion which is in this amendment that the visiting committee might 

a committi*e (^f this TIonse. and thus alla\ nnhlic (‘riticism and dis- 
f^ontent ? 

Sir, T move. 
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Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Madras City : Nun-jluham- 
laadan Urban): Mr. President, 1 liavo taken this early oppoi-tiinity of 
rising on this ainendinenl beenuse, being somewhat unaecustoinod latterly 
to tiie procedure of this House. 1 have found that there is no right of 
vf.ply to the (lovernment at all. In other v\ ell-regulated constitutional 
assemblies (lovernment make known their point of view as early as pos- 
sible. My Honourable IVierul Sir Jamt‘s * Crerar may laugh at the idea, 
but I can assure him that in no democratic asscinbly will the idea be 
tolerated thai a Member represent iug (’lovernuKait sits tight till 20 Mem- 
bers of the House have partaken in the debate, and then quietly gets up 
and [)ius in the last w(a*d. Hiat is not playing tin- game as I iindor- 
constitiiliouai gauu's. Theri'uac. Bir, it has falh'n to iny lot to get 
u|.' at this vt‘r\ eari\ stage' to support this amendment. I see from 
h 'ction 11 of the (hiiu Tial La.w Amendment .\et, the ])owers nnder which 
are extended to tlu' fiCX'al (lOVi'nnmmis or antla^rities which have to deal 
with tlu'sc transfern'd detemis. that : 

‘'Tlu' iJovi'i-amnit l»y nrih i- iii skim Ii it lliinlcs fa 

to oon.^titiito Visiting (^»laTrlittPO.•*.‘’ f 

Hie proposal of my fritutd Mr. Mitr:i is mc'rriy this that siK'li a \’isiting 
(\aumillce shall he, hir the purpose of thusi' detenus that are transferred 
outside the ( lovernuu iit of Hengal. a special Committii* of tliis House. He 
has. not. so far as his aiiundiueiit is concerned, ilealt with the mannered' the 
constitution of tlie Comm tte(‘. anil though he li.as rehuTt'd to eh'ction by the 
single transferable vote, the acceptance of this amendment by (lovernment 
or by any other Member does not hind it or him to that proposal. It may bo 
that the CoinmitU'i* may he a nomiiiat(‘d Comiu’ttee. nominated by the 
(lovernment from among the Mimihers of tin ^ Assc*mhl> . L'nless there- 
fore my friend Sir James Crerar i^ prepared to say, — and 1 should not b(' 
surprised if he says it, — that no Memi)er of the Assembly is fit to be a 
member of the spf‘cial Vis'ting Committee under section 11 of the Bengal 
(Viininal Law Amendment Act. and therefore the local authority ('annol 
appoint such a Committee, 1 fed certain tliat this amendnu'nt is a reasoii- 
ahl(,* 07U*. S:r, one thing is often fnrgotten iti dealing with det(‘nus. that 
after till wl»;.t is in ’ended by tlu’ (lovernment is to detain th(*m. Tt i'- 
a proliibitiVi* and n<)t a ])nnitive proet'ss. Yon should not piin sli them 
and yon should jiot b\ your rul^s :md hv your regulations and the treat- 
?nent you ac'Cord to tlienv try to imjuise jumitive penalties on any of these 
detenus. Tf that aspect of tlie eas(> is reriiembered. I am certain that some 
of the replies at least that m\ nononrahh* friend Sir J;im(*s (Crerar has 
giv(‘n in the ciair^c of this df'hate woiihl hnvt* been f)f a different kind 
altogutlu'r. Sir. whal :s the good of the tulministrat ion of Ajmer-Merwara 
ciqiointing sonn* two [arson-; unknown to an\hody in the* [uiblie world <»+ 
India, jx'ople who may submit reports of tiieir inspection ulreb nobody i- 
going to aeccfit? How will it go down in public op'nionV What is the 
purpose of \oiir afjpointing Visiting ( ’oinmltti'os? Ji is to tnake people 
realise that things are all right, that there is no reasonable ground for 
complaint, .lhat yon appriint these Visiting Committees. Having aecef>led 
ti( [iriru'iple that what yon try tf» do l)\' these A’^isiting CommitL'‘es is not 
to rectify vom adminislral ion, hut to jnstifv vour administration. T say 
Tairncss, common honesty, demands that tliat’ special Committee shouW 

bo termed a whitewashing commitiei* hm a c’an- 
mi ee in wiilch 1h.- [nihlic have ronfidence. What hedier committee can 
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iherc be than a committee of tliis Assembly in which the public can 
rightly be claimed to have tionfidenci* ? If anybody attacks the report of 
that Committee Sir James ('rerar or his successor would be quite entitled 
to get up and say from liis place that after all a committee of the Assem- 
bly itself has gone into this question, has found that various allegations 
made in irresponsible newspapers arc noi corre*ct and that the conditions 
are as reported by the (a^aumittee. 1'hat would be a conclusive, ample and 
final reply to any sort of charge that may be made. But so long as you 
adopt liole and corner methods in appointing these committees, so long 
as you select some A or some B, wlu^ may he estimable people from the 
point of view <jf the adiniiiistrators of tla^se various provinces or adminis- 
trative areas, but who will not ha\t* the coiitidcmce of the public, you are 
merely doing an absolutely futile tiling, wliich does not please you, which 
does not satisfy ])ul)lic opinion, which imposes merely a monetary charge 
on the public and does not bring about the results which you have in view. 
Therefore 1 venture to appciul, even at this stage, as. one who has supported 
the principle of tliis Bill and not as one w’ho opposed it, that my friend 
Sir James Crorar should do ever\'thing in his power, even at this final stage, 
at least by acei?pting tliisi simple anicuidiiient, to see that public opinion 
is in some way satisfied. If he does not accrc'pt it. if he still says that 
even this modest amendment is repugnant to the purpose of the Bill that 
he has brought forward, that it will somehow' or other destroy the great 
and comphix administrative machinery of wh'cli he is in charge, then all 
that I can say is tliat lie should not expc'Ct ns to take him too seriously 
in these Jiiatters and he should not expect us to believe tliat tlu* Ciovern- 
inent are quite entlnisiasti(‘ about giving fair treatment to these detenus. 
Sir, I strongly support this amendment. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General): Sir, 1 rise 
■(, support thi* am<‘iidment mov<‘d by my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra. As 
the Governpicnt projioses to sfud these detenus to Dooli in Ajmer-Merwara, 
wlu're T uiHh*rstand a jail lias rrcentlv been eonstructed, T see no reason 
wliy, as Iht si* di'Uuuis eonu' not from Ajmer but from Bengal, the Govern- 
’ I lent of Ind^a shoukl nt>t make rules to provide facilities. Ajmer- 
Merwara is under the din*ct administratkm of the Government, oi India, 
(^onsequiaitly it is only meet that the Government of India, which 
.autliorisi's through lliis Assembly tla* transfer of detenus from other pro- 
vinct's to Ajmer-Merwara, should make these rules, and the Tiegislative 
Assembly w’hich gives tins power of transfer from Bengal to Ajmer should 
kc able to lo(dv after these detenus by making such rules as would provide 
that their health and comhwt are being looked after. The Bengal Gov- 
‘‘vumont had not 4self the power to transfer these detenus to any place 
outside Bengal. It came to the T.egislative Assembly to empower it to 
send tliese det4'mis to provinces *nil<ide Bengal. That being the case, ae 
w’o are giving that power to the Bengal GovernmeTit, as we are authorising 
the Bengal Govermm*nl !('» transfer thesi'' detenns from Bengal to outside 
stations, it is only proper on «>ur part to insist that we want to see that 
i>roper arrangements are made for their detention there and that they are 
looked after properly. As we are giving the Bengal Oovemmont poorer 
to cend detenus to Ajmer-Afmavara. w’e insist that rules should be made 
the Government of India and published in the Gazette of India, and 
’'ve could then know how’ things are done. So far as I know, there are 
^0 jail visitors in Ajmer; (hoy wdll now have to be appointed, and as these 
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detenus do not belong to Ajun'r-AIerwara. it is only proper that this 
Legislative Assenibly, whii h is tin? Legislature for Ajmer-Merwara, should 
appoint these visitors. 

Mr. O. O. Biswas: Sir, on a previous oeeasion L pointed out that in 
1916 a Eesolution was brought forward in the Imperial Legislative^ 
Council by the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee in (Connection with the 
administration of Ixegiilalion 111 of IHIH and other kindr(»d regulations, 
urging the appointment of an Advisory (\unmittee of the CouiudI to 
investigate the ease of every sueh Regulation prisonen*. and make recom- 
mendations regarding his health, allowances, eonditions of di*teniion and 
such other matters. That Resolution was acreepted in substance by the 
then Home Member, and as a matter of faet an advisory eominitteo was 
appointed and it did useful work. It may be said that that Resolu^^ion 
was necessary, because^ the regulations did not contain any such provision 
as you have in tlie Bengal Criminal Law* Amendnuud Act for the appoinl- 
meiit of visiting eommittees. I ri*eogiiise that the Hengal (’riminal Law 
Amendment A(*t. which follows the lines of tlu‘ Regulations, does eemtain 
a provision f(^r the appointment of vi.siting committees, bnl I do not 
think it is adequate; and T think that it is reasonable and necessary tbal 
those who are called u])on to sanction sueh wid(' ]>owers ns hav(* now’ been 
claimed on behalf of the Government, shonid. have' an opportunity ol 
satisfying themselves that things are going on in tlu' wav they should. 

A special responsibility rests on Members of Ibis House', and in the* 
discharge^ of that responsibility it is up to the Membe*rs to st'c that the 
powers which they are according to the ext*eutive‘ are being duly admi- 
nistered. That (3an be done only by means of a ('ommittee* of this 
House. Such a comndttee, if appointed, nee*d not clash at all wilh the 
visiting committees. The visiting eoininittet's will bo tlie*re to aite-nd t(» 
the daily needs of these detenus. But a commit ti*e of the Indian Legis- 
lative Assembly, if appointed, will he in a position to take* a broader 
view' of things. Today, Ajmer-Merwara is tin* place selected for the 
transfer of these people. We do not knew if some other pl:u*(* may not 
be selected tomorrow', if the number unhappily goes on inereasing; and 
so there may be several places of detention under Ibis new Act. Then 
a committee like the one w^hich is now proposed will have a ver\ real 
function to perform. That committee will be in a position to examine 
the whole situation, to ccjinpare the conditions of one place with those of 
another, and to make suggestions to the Government of India, so ilia I 
steps might be taken in the proper direction. After all this coinniittct* 
is not going to interfere wdth the executive. Tlie eommittee w ill perform 
only advisory functions. The amendment says that the committee should 
undertake peri<^>dical examination of the detenus and report on the 
suitability of the places of detention and general comfort of tlie detenus, 
and make recommendations to the Governor General in Council in regard 
to such matters. Therefore I say that the Govcrmn('nt ought to accept 
the principle of this amendment; and there need not he any hesitation 
whatsoever in taking the Assembly into its confidence. There is also a 
moral and psychological effect likely to be produced by accepting an 
amendment of this kind. It will show' that (he Government really mean 
to take the House into their confidence, it will mark Government's 
appreciation of the nititude of the non-official Benches. From that point 
of view T do fippeal to my friend the Honourable the Homo Member to 
accept in substance this proposal which has been put forward hv Mr. Mitra. 
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1 cannot rosunic iny seat, liowever, without referring to another matter 
which 1 am coinpellod tf) refer to, beeausc of the honourable mention 
Avhich was made of my name by iny friend, Mr. Miira. Mr. Mitra stated 
that he and his friends were in a position of helplessness, and he added 
that when a Member from Caleutta, referring to me by name, was not 
going into the lobby with him, there was not very much to hope for. 
Sir, f am well ahh^ to take care of myself, and T do not mind confessing 
that I don't consuha* it a disparagement to myself tliat [ do not worship 
in ih(‘ same temple as my friend Mr. Mitra: hnt 1 thought that there 
wraild hi* no oeeasion whatsoever fia* misunderstanding my altitude in 
regard to the (Criminal Law Amendment Bill. I have spoken on more 
than OIK* oeeasion. and I liave left my attitude in the matter in no state 
of imeertainiy , and to suggest tliat I was kt‘eping out of the lobby for 
sonii' ulterior motive 

Mr. President: ’Da *10 was no sneh suggestion. 


Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: I am glad. Sir. that there was no such suggestion, 
hnt what was the point in referring to me in that maniur. if it was not 
U) suggest that it was an act of dereliction of dut\ on iny part as a 
Member from ChdcntlaV Sir. I do not aecept from my friend the defini- 
tion of my duty as a ^lemher of this Rou.se. After all. we are all hert- 
to do (»nr duty according to onv liglits. and 1 do claim that I have through- 
out acted in this matter according to in\ judgment, imitifluenced b\ 
any consideration save* and ex<*ept what I deemed to be in the best interests 
of the f)uhlic. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sii*. T do not see JUiy reason why the. Govern- 
ment should not accept this very reasonabli* amendment unless their 
conscience makes them cowards. The amendment asks for a periodical 
examination of the detenus by a eommittee of this Assembly. It does 
not sa\ that it should he a (virninittee coniix>sod of elected Members of 
the Assembly. It may lx? open to the Honourable the Home Member 
to nominate men whom he likes, avoiding such undesirables as inyse.lf . . . . 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy: An* you not in their confidence? 


Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: I am not. dominated Members eommand the 
contidence of the (loverninimt and only a few elected Members do so. 
By that I do not mean that they are to choose Members from those tw(» 
class(*s only. Sir. if my frieml eannc»t accept this aineiuhneni of m\ 
till* irresistible eonelnsion would hi* that there is reall\ 
in the jidministration of the law relating to these 
we hear wild rumours about the treatini*iir accorded 
Owing to the striid censorship whicli is maintained, 
the exact nows now. You eannot blame us if we try to 
reliance upon the statements of our own countrymen than 
siati*ments of the foreigners who happen to rule over this vast eon- 
tutenl. :My hc*lief is that it is in their interest to suppress the ini.sehievous 
^ciivities of sonu* of their officers. (lovernnient can e 
•’‘huinistration with the help of a few self-seekers drawn from 
IS done in every clime, but I would remind them that it is 
our gi^xlwill and sympathy alone on which depends the 
l^^mpire. You have your suspicions no doubt, 


frieud nver there, 
sojuething rotten 
fletonus. Tn fact, 
to the.se detenus, 
"’e do not get. 
put greater 

the. 


nf 
their 


irrv on the 
this (‘ountn^ 
the bedrock 
stability of 
unneoessary sub- 


pioions about the flower of the vonih of this country. Tf vou only had 

nation, if you had 

Sonia SonouTAbls ICdinbani: Please address the Chair 
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Mr. Am ay Nath Dutt: . . . tried to understand our hopes and 

aspirations. You have come here for the purpose of exploitation; you 
have come here .... 

Mr. President: The Ilntioiimble Meiiibor should address llie Chair. 

Kr. Amar Nath Dutt: Had Goveninient not rested upon tlu». help 
•of a handful of self-seeking iiicii of this country, 1 think their adminis- 
tration would have been more popular, and there would liave betm jio 
-occasion to enact such I)ra(*oniaii laws as they are enjicliiig daily 

Mr. President: The present amendment is for the appointment of a 
'Committee of this Assembly. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Yos, Sir, hut I say that such a ('ominittee is 
needed because of the outrageous provisions of these laws. Sir, thesi* 
laws are the relics of medieval ages and need i*eplaceineni by mon* 
oivilized laws {An Honourable Member: “By civilized men“), by 
civilized men. So, Sir, 1 trust that the Honourable the Home Miauher 
will, at least to keep up appearances just at the fag end of liis career 
here, — of course he will earn his pension in England and w*' all wish 
him well — and I have always appreciated my Honourable friend s fairness, 
though at times he is not able to appreciate the motives which inspire 
us to say some of those harsh things. — as I saitl. at least to keep up 
appearances my Honourable friend the Home Member will accept this 
amendment. I remember. Sir, in the early days of the (^ongress a 
gentleman Avho was ojiposed to the Congress one day told a relation of 
mine, my uncle, that men like Alan Octavious liume. Sir William 
Weddorburn and others were the w^orst enemii's of India, as they wislierl 
to introduce British rule with the affection of 11n' people, which Avould 
perpetuate our slavery. 

Mr. President: T woidd remind the Honourable YremhiT that the 
amendment before the House is for the appointment of n Commit toe. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Yes, Sir; hut T am just reminding them of 
the fact that they should broadbase the British rule upon our affection, 
and therefore the Congress is not their enemy : their real euPTnies are 
those who advise them not to accept nTnendmonts of this diameter. 
These amendments are necessary in the interests of British rule in India. 
T do not know whether all that T say here pleases Honoiiralih* Members 
opposite; I am rather a little frank and blunt, but T say what T feel for 
the good of these iinforfunafo prisoners, and I hop(» the Hononrahlo thf* 
Home Member will accept this amendment. 

An Honourable Member: Never in his life lias he accepted such an 
amendment'. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy fDacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Bural) : Sir. 1 
have not ^o far participaled in the debates on these amendments, liocausc 
as T made it quite clear on another occasion, my attitude towards 
Bill is one of jindihited opposition. But when my friends Diw'an Bahadur 
Bamaswami Mudaliar and Mr. Bisw'-as were addressing the House and 
making the*r piteous appeals to the Honourable the Honn* Member, T a^s 
reminded of the days in the years gone bv when T used In do [W. 
from my scat in the Assembly. But, Sir, T am sure that rr.v HonouraMa 
mends will agree wu'th me, after seeing the result of their appeals on this 
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particular occasion, that it is no use trying to soften the stony hearts of 
Honourable Members opposite, but that the real opposition should be made 
in a spirit absolutely undaunted and that there should be an attempt made 
to tlirow out this measure at the third reading, and we should not waste 
our breath in discussing this amendment any further. But, Sir, if T have 
risen to say a few words, it is because of certain observations that fell from 
my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. He referred to the fact 
that as H result of the strict censorship of the Press that we have at the 
present moment, it is not possible to have any reliable information with re- 
gard to the conditions of life that obtain in the detention camps. A few days 
ago, when speaking on a motion in regard to this matter, I had occasion 
to refer to the tragic incidents that happened about the middle of Septem- 
ber last in the Hijli detention camp in Bengal, and the Honourable the 
Homo Member in an intcrruj)iion challenged my statement that the oflRcial 
coiinmmiqu^ issued in that connection soon after the incident was not borne 
out by the results of tho oflicial enquiry that followed. Here I have in my 
liand both the report of the official enquiry and the official communique 
on the subject, and I should like inv Honourable friend to state after going 
through th(;m, as to whether it is not a fact that in material particulars 
the two differ. The* reason why 1 am referring to this incident is that 
the Hononrahle the Home Member, in speaking on a pre.vious amend- 
ment, said that it would be the endeavour of the Government to reproduce 
the “other eondilions of detention as they obtain in Benpal**. Now, 
thc'e are among the “other conditions of detention** that do obtain in 
13engal--the incidents tliat took place in September, in the Hijli detention 
caiiip, and if that were a solitary incident, I would not have spoken on 
this motion mendy in order to refer to that. I should like to draw the 
attintion of this House to aiuaher incident which oeeiirrod in the Hijli 
detention camp on tho 8tli March last. As a result of the strict Press 
censorship, newspapers were not pormilted to publish any news in connec- 
tion with that incich nt till about a week later when as a result of a short 
notice question in the Bengal Legislative Council, a halting sort of state- 
nuMit, a.s far as one is aide to judge from the unsatisfactory reports that 
liavc so far appeared in the* Press, was made on behalf of the Government 
dest-rih'ng the incident as a sort « f a minor disturbance. But tlie facts, 
which I have got in my possession from a source which I cCiisuler to he 
satisfactory, point out that there was very serious trouble there on the 
8tli ?\Iar(*h in the Hijli Jail. Therefore, when the Honourable the Home 
Member said that he wonhl not nuTely try to .s« e that proper food, food 
to which the Bengalis are aecuistoined, was supplit'd to these detenus at 
Deoli, but that lie would also see that “other eondilions of detention as 
they have obtained in Bengal** wiav reproduced in Deoli, — that made me 
rather apprehensive. From that point of view, 1 think my Honourable 
friends who have yvt any faith in their a]»peals to the Government Benches 
are jxa-fecily justified in putting forward a plea for the appointment of a 
t*onmiitt(*e of this House to make enquiries periodically and report to this 
House, if necessary, regarding the health or other conditions in which the 
detenus may have to live in distant Deoli. In this connection, I want to 
refer to the provisions of Begulation III with regard to periodical inspection 
of the detenus.. There are certain definite requirements in the Regulation 
or a periodical examination of tho conditions of health under which the 
b ate prisoners have to live under Regulation III of 1818. It was only the 
day that I put a question to the Honourable the Home Member 
nquiriug as to whether he was in a position to place on the table the 
©ports which are statutorily required to be submitted at regular intervala 



2532 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[24th Mar. 1032. 


[Mr. K. C. Neogy.] 

to Government regarding the health of the State prisoners, and he plainly 
gave a blank refusal. I really do not know what State reasons there can 
be to preclude the statements made by responsible officers of the Govern^ 
ment — not non-ofificial visitors — ^in the case of Regulation III prisoners — 
what is there to prevent them from the Government point of view from 
being placed on the table of this House. Those reports relate only to the 
conditions of health and the nature of the detention, and as to whether 
the detention is such as may be lolling upon the health of the State* 
prisoners. Now, judging from the attitude taken up by the Honourable 
the Home Member in reply to my questions, I really think that there is 
every reason for my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt to have his 
suspicions as to exactly what is going to happen at Dooli when these Bengal 
prisoners are transferred there. 

Now, there is just one word more and I have done. My Honourable 
friend, speaking on a previous amendment, brought forward a plea that it 
would not be in the public interest to pay for the travelling expenses of 
the relations of the detenus who desired to visit them at intervals, and 
that he could not possibly be a party to saddling tho public exchequer 
with such an item of expenditure. Now, I very much hope that the 
Honourable the Home ^Member will not repeat that argument in reply to 
this amendment. I have great respect for my Honourable friend as a 
man, though not as the Home Member of the Government of India, and 
it really pained me when tho Honourable tho Home Member put for\\arcl 
that argument. I thought that such an argument did not lie in the mouth 
of a member belonging to a service which has been helping itself liberally 
to the Lee concessions, and which made the public e.xchoquer pay h^r the 
travelling expenses to and fro between England and India, n(>t nn;rel\ 
for the members of the service but for their wives, and in the (‘aso of 
those gentlemen who do not believe in birth control, for their children t<xj. 
I very much hope that the Honourable the Home Meinher will not r‘ peat; 
that argument in reply to this amendment. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: The Honourable the Homo Member has 
naturally been faced with one demand after another. Wo arc not. 1 may 
make it very clear, making any appeal to the Govemnirnf from this sifli' 
of the House. We are rather trying to put the Govemment in tlie Mrong 
with the people of this country by putting before them one n'asonahlc 
amendment after another relating to the detenus and giving tke GcAi'rn- 
ment an opportunity to ae.cept them if they choose on the floor of this 
House. My own opinion with regard to the detenus was inadt* perhotlv 
clear when I refused to go into the Select Committee, liecause T coinidor 
that it is a very wrong principle to transfer people from one provim e. to 
another unless you vouchsafe to them the same conditions of comforf and 
you vouchsafe to their relations the same opportunities, without unuccos- 
sary expense, of interviews. This amendment sums u]) the wludc ca«c. 
There is no use for the Government of India having come before this 
House, and asked for an opportunity to make this Bill more or less ao 
alLIndia measure— otherwise they would have introduced this in the Bcnplf'l 
Provincial Council — after having done that, there is no use for them to 
come and ask us to take tip a parochial and provincial view of thinijs- 
Once they have come before us, I cannot understand whv they should 
responsibility of making the matter entirely an nll-India matter. 
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It must be the Government of India that should make rules; it should be 
the Government of India gazette that should publish the rules, and not the 
Local Government or the local gazette. That being the case, I hope the 
Honourable the Home Member will accept this motion and give 
ail opportunity to this House, which is deeply interested in 
tills matter, to examine from time to time in what manner the rules are 
framed and how the comforts of these people are assured, and that the 
rules do not make the position of the detenus worse than it would other- 
wise he. The rule-making power is a most important item, and now that 
the Bill is before, the Assembly, it can hardly be regarded as a provincial 
or parochial matter. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I confess, Mr. President, that it 

limy appear ungracious on my part in being constrained to oppose the 
third amendment running of the Honourable gentleman from Bengal, but 
I am somewhat surprised that the nnlirdpated terms of my reply should 
hMve geiuuated so much heat in the Benches opposite, particularly as 
(‘videnced by the remarks made by the Honourable gentleman from 
Madras. 1 was entirely unaware tliat I was to plunge into deep waters 
of constitutional policy, still less that T was to show any lack of confi- 
dence in the Assembly ; and I was surpris 'd to hear his speech and those 
of one or two Honourable Meinlj(*rs who followed him. Apparently they 
took no notice whatever of the fact that this measure has been referred to 
a Select Committee by this House without a single dissentient voice and 
tliat tht‘ motion that the Bill as reported by the Select Committee should 
he tak(»n into (fonsidoratiou was parsed once more without a single dis- 
sentient void'. I feel tlierefore that tlu're is some injustice in the sug- 
gestion that I have throughout tin? whole progress of this Bill been riding 
roughsliod over tlu*. Asstanbly. It is to me a most astonishing thing that 
lhi.s Assembly slioiild 1)0 ri(hh ii nnighvhud over but yet there should 
not liavo hi*eii a .single dissentient voice to oppose those steam roller 
methods. 'rhereh»re 1 cannot agree that that is a fair statement of the 
case. The Honourable ^fember who moved ibis motion to a certain extent 
anticipated the grounds on which 1 must lake objection. For the purpose 
of inspection, examination and matters of that kind, specific provision has 
been mad*' by rules under the Act, and the particular expedient which 
lie aclviK'ates is one which, I am buiind to say, appears to me to be ex- 
tremely cumbrous, extremely iiuouviuiient, and, in spite of Mr Neogy's 
rather ingenious argument to preclude me from the fiuaucial argument, 
which I nevertheless propose to use. ver / expensive. Because it must be 
renienibcred it is not merely a question of an occasional examination of a 
particular detention camp at Dcoli, It involves, to all intents and purposes, 
the proposition that there shall he a standing committee of this House 
whose statutory functions it will be to conduct periodical examinations, 
possibly in every province except Bengal. I do not think that is a reason- 
able proposition. Sir, though this may be a plea which lies particularly 
^ iny mouth to utter, do I think that it is a reasonable thing to ask 
Honourable Members of this House tbaf they should regard it as the first 
statutory charge upon their time periodically to examine all detention 

pi*<>vincc except Bengal. I do really think 
nat the Honourable Member who moved this motion has not quite realised 
implications. Therefore on these grounds, and not on the 
0 her grounds, which have been quite erroneously imputed to me, I must 
oppose this amendment. 
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’ Ur. Fresidant: The qaestion is : 

“That to clause 2 the fuilowing further proviso be added : 

'^Provided further that periodical e.\aminution of detenus shall be made by a coni< 
miitoe of the Indian Legislative Assembly with a view to report on the suitaoility 
of. the place of detention and the general comfort of detenus to tlie Governor General 
in Council*.*’ 

The Assembly divided :j 

AYES~-42. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Kahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad. 

Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Bagla, Lala llameshwar Prasad. 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Bidwas, Mr. C. C. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Da3, Mr. B. 

Dull, Mr. Aitiar Nath. 

Gunjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawah. 

Muhaminad. 

Jadhav, Mr. B, V. 

Jehangir, Sir Cowasji. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Kyaw, Myint tJ 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. ! 

NOES~53. 


Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Mody, Mr. 11. J>. 

Muu/zam Sahib Bahadur, 'Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mudaliar, Diwuii Bahadur A. I’aina- 
swami. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Say y id. 

Noogy, Mr. K. C. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Kanga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Rcddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda« Diwan Bahadur Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaraniaraju, Mr. B. 

Thampan. Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


Acott, Mr A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawah. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiw'ana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Ankle.saria, Mr. N. N. 

Azi.”uddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhargava, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Bhore, The Honourable Sir Jo.seph. 
Brown, Mr. K. R. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh, 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir Jame.s. 
Dalai, Dr. B. D. 

DeSonza, Dr. F. X. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Ghuznavi, Mr A. H 
Gidney, Lieut. -Col. Sir Henry. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Qwynne, Mr. C. W. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
JaWahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

The motion was negatived. 


Lul Chand, lloiiy. Captain Rao ‘‘Llm 
dur Chnudhri. 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 

Moore. Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G, 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 
Mukherjoc, R;ii Bahadur S. C. 
Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyre, Sir Frank. 

Rafiiiddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The llonouraliic Sir Georg**. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Itajan Bal-h-h Shah. Khan Bahadur 
Makbdum Syed. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur L'. 

Rail, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Riim Prashad Narayan. 
Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir Gaorg®- 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Cap* 
tain. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

Wood, Eir Edgar, 

Young, Mr. 0. M, 
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Hr. President: The question is that clause 2 stand part o£ the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The. question is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill, 

Bao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (Bombay Southern Division: Non-Muham* 
uiadan Rural) : Sir, I beg to move the <niicndinent that stands in my name 
which runs as follows : 

•'That clause 4 be omittur) and clau.sr. 5 be n;nuiiibered as clause 4.” 

Sir, at the very^ oulset let me jnake il plain to tiie House that i am iuliy 
iUive LO an Ine jiij|yijei»i.oUi5 Lina uii.^e uat Oi iiiL ueietiun ui eiaUdC -i. juet 
niCi also niuKe it piain to lue ±iouse mat aii secLious or people m tUe 
coLiuiry ana ail pames lit the couiniy imve suoiigiy eonaeiinica me terior- 
ist iiiovemeni prevailing in Bengal, and 1 ao nut see wny (jovemmeut 
should he nervous ahoui the powers ot tne High Court. Ihai is tne reason 
why 1 have lamed Lins anienunient. Amongsi the grounds whicii 1 Uavc 
t(; urge in tavour ot tins unienaineiit, the lust is taat under the local Act 
tlie eACCuiive nave laAeii \er\ NMaepovveis; they can arrest and detain 
wiiosoever is considered a suspect, suspected ot coinniittmg or being about 
to commit a crane. ^lO evidence is required; tlie mere existence ot grounds 
ot suspicion Will do, and they can aiivst and detain them ; and even it jou 
look at section 9 ot the local Act, you will see that Uie Judges who test 
II case have no proof placed lielore them whatsoever. Their word will not 
carry any authority. The word ot Oovernment and ot its otiiccrs is the 
linal word, i'or these reasons, bir, 1 think it is highly unjust and unfair 
to take away the powers of the High Court under section 491. My point is 
that in many cases you are detaining persons who are imiocent. It seems 
to me that the argument of the Honourable the Law Member conius to 
this: “Well, there is a dangerous movement in Bengal. You concede to 
the Government the power of committing these people to prison without 
trial. If so, why should you not also concede to them the power of taking 
away the powers of the High Court Sir, I cannol agree to this, because 
YOU mean to say virtually this, that let a small percentage of innocent 
people sujBfer along with the suspects. I say that it is doclriue to which 
I cannot personally subscribe; and 1 am sure no sclf-rebpocliug people in 
this country will subscribe to that doctrine. Well, Sir, I understood the 
Honourable the Law Member to say that, if the detention was illegal, of 
course the High Court has got the power of interference. If it was legal, 
there is no power. By this I understand that he means that the power 
of the High Court always remains tliere, provided the arrest and tlclcntion 
are not properly done under the .\et. He further says that this clause has 
been inserted simply to remove a particular doubt in order to prevent a 
particular unsound argument being advanced every now and then before 
the High Court. But I ask the Honourable the Law Member whether it 
was not his duty also to make the clause still further clear. Had lie 
accepted the modest suggestion made by the leader of this Party, which 
has been embodied in the amendment Tabled by my friend Mr. Sitaraina- 
rajn, certainly it would have cleared the doubts and there would not have 
h«en any aniibiguity, and the High Court would not have been pestered 
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with frivolous applications. I say it was the duty of the Honourable the 
Law Member to make the matter cleaii. As he has not done so, the only 
duty of this Honourable House is to reject the clause. 

Then, Sir, I come to the stock argument advanced by the Honourable 
the Law Member. That argument is this, that wc have got the Regula- 
tions wliich were passed in tlie early pai-t of the 19th century and those 
Regulations have been excepted from the operation of section 491 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code and wc want to place the persons detained under 
this local Act also in line with those prisoners. Well, Sir, at this stage 
1 wish to bring to the notice of this House the circumstances under which 
those Regulations in the provinces of Bengal, Bombay and Madras were 
made. Those circumstances should bo compared with the circumstances 
now obtaining in Bengal. Lei me for that X)urpose read out the preamble 
to those Regulations: 

“Whereas reas^ons of State, embracing the due maintenance of the alliances foriniMl 
by the British Uove.nineiit with loreigii l*o\ver-s the preservation of tranquiility in 
the territories of Native Princes entitled to its protection, and tho security ot' the 
British dominions from foreign hostility “ 

Sir, I emphatically ask the Honourable the Law Member whether we are 
now living in a state of war, whether any foreign invasion is threatening 
us 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Please read on the preamble; 
you have not read the whole of it. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: I am coining to that. I ask him whether 
we are living amidst rebellions? Is this the state of affairs in Bengal or in 
any other province in India? If that is so, I say very frankly that you are 
entitled to place the prisoners detained under the local Act in line with the 
prisoners detained under those Regulations. Ihit I very respectfully 
submit that that is not tlio ease ami it can never be the case. The British 
Goverurnont have been here for nearly 150 years or more and the roots 
of the Britisli Government lifuo gone so deep that it is no use now saying 
that we are living in a dangerous condition. Therefore, the situation is 
entirely different. We cannot say now that because we want to place tlicso 
persons in line with those persons, we want this. That argument will 
not hoH water. 

Now, Sir, there is also another reason for which I should like to ask 
the support of the House to iny amendment. It is this. We have been 
told on the floor of this House, and we have been reading the same in 
the Press as well as in the Law Reports, that the High Courts are in 
position to say that after all they arc not bound by such a clause which 
can be passed into law* by this Assembly. We have every reason 
suppose that the High Courts are likely to fall back upon the powers 
which they have got under the Letters Patent, Under those circum- 
stances, it is unworthy of this Honourable House to enact such a clause 
and bring this Honourable House into a sort of undesirable estimation 
in the eye of the public. 

Sir, before I conclude, in support of my first contention, namely, that 
you are not entitled to detain innocent persons and that it is higlil.v 
just and unfair on your part to detain innocent persons, I should like to 
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read out a few linos from the speech of Mr. Pipin Chandra Pal from the 
debates of this House of the year 1925: 

“I asked Government : ‘These arc matter.s of ancient history. You cannot plead 
rejisons of Slato to keep these dossiers in youf keeping. Now, bring the.e iossie^'s 
and let us examine those ancient records and sc^ if you had any ju.^tificalion to «irre'.t 
these honourable gentlemen and take them away from their homes and keep them in 
detention witliout formulation of charge or trial nr any of the ordinary proces.ses of 
law. Your present action may be Uvitnd ‘oy those old recrirds. 1 thank the Govo^’n- 
ment of Bengal for having a(!Cpptod that chnl].‘ngft or acceded to that request. The 
Honourable Sir Hugh Stephenson, in course of his siieecli in the Bengal Legislative 
Council, openly confessed that so far as these two gentlemen were concerned. ;lie 
(xovernment never suspe<‘ted them of any complicity with murderous crime. Now, 
how are wo to be assured, Sir, then, that in the present case, the men, who have by»ii 
similarly taken into custody, have not bren taken tor the same reasons for which 
Aswini Kumar Datta and Krishna Kumar Mittcr had liocn taken in 1908.*' 

Sir, I have already made it clear that I have a conscientious objection to 
this danse beinj^ a part of th(; statute, wbidi this House is going to place 
on the Statute-book. For these rcascDfi I commend my amendment for 
the consideration of this TTouso. 

Mr. President: Ameudment moved: 

“That clause 4 i»e oniiitod and clau'^e 5 b** renumbered as clause 4.’* 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Xon-.MuhanDnndpn Kurah: Sir, I con- 
sider that this ainondincnt is the most important amendment that has been 
put forward by rny frit nd. Sir, 1 do not mean to say that the other amend- 
ments that have been moved willi regard to this Bill were not important; 
lli(*y were very sensible and all im ans. by way of argunionts, appeals and 
pressure were used but none have succeeded. Sir, so far as this amendment 
is concerned, T must ask the House to binvare that if clause 4 is made part 
of the Bill and this aiiieudineni i.; not accepted, they wall be clearly in 
a wrong position: lie*y will be «l<‘priviug themselves of the very first and 
vtrv 1 ‘lementarv prineij)Ie of law, namely, the freedom of person. This 
clause is divided into two parts. Our. is with regard to the transfer of 
the detenus from one ])laee to the oth(»r, w’hich has an executive aspect, 
and the other having a purely legal aspi'ct is with regard to putting a 
restriction on ])ersonnl liberty most harmful to humanity: Tliat restric- 
tion provides that wlien any detenu is detained in one jail or the other, 
ho shall have no right to have his case T'pviewed by the highest court 
<if the land. Tt ran therefore be' se«u at a moment’s glanc(‘ that what 
Ihis House is asked to assent to is to deprive mankind of tlie verv funda- 
mental riLdit which is given tliem under the common law. The first part 
of the Bill however is such that oven if it is maintained there will be 
reriain remedic's and certain adjustments which ennid go to alleviate the 
diRieiiltiies and the li.uiu which this Ihll does. With regard to that, Gov- 
ernnu*nt have cf»m«' forward to sav that thev will he minimising the 
diffienlfies so involved, though of course thev cannot possibly minimise 
the inconveniences complained of, such ns that of the climate. Goveni- 
*nent cannot <*hnng^e the climalc of one place for the other, though other 
fac?ilitioR such as giving of plenty of fish and providing Bengali cooks for 
the Bengali political prisoners and the like have been promised. But apart 
from that 

Mr. Qaya Praaad Singh: Have they been promised? 



LBOISLATIVa A88BiMBl.Y. 


253 $ 


[24th Mae. ig»2. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Yes, I think they were promised. They can 
also transport riee fi'om Bengal. My point is this, that these things can 
be easily adjusted. But if you are going to accept this clause, how are 
you going to help humanity? Liberty is the first principle for which we 
have been fighting all along, for which all nations have fought and that 
freedom of humanity is in danger by introduction of clause 4. What do 
we ask these better constitutions for? What do we ask these political 
hcuK'fits for? They are all for freedom of humanity, and the meanest 
iiidi\ iilual is entitled to freedom, but here in this Bill the condition im- 
posed is absolutely inhuman. I must only call it by that name and no 
other. It has the* effect of sending a man, without proper trial and with- 
out the ordinary law being complied with, to jail. The ordinary principles 
of law, and ihe remedios available under the ordinary law are all these 
the detenus are being deprived of. The very last vestige of hope to them, 
namely, of having their cases reviewed by the Higli Coui’t is being taken 
away from the detenus. Let the House beware therefore that if they accept 
the clause in the Bill, they will he cutting the ground underneath their 
feet. I therefore say that this amendment is the most important one. 

With regard to this amendment, I will now uddress myself to the 
legal aspect, for which the Honourable the Law Member is anxious, by 
his looking at me, that I should go into. We have heard the Honourable 
ihe Law Member giving us some assurances and also interpreting in a parti- 
cular manner the provisions of the law on that point. Sir, in my humble 
opinion there are two couises on this point left to the High Court. Former- 
ly they pertained to only particular High Courts, but since some lime back 
the law was changed, and now all the High Courts are given powers iind^r 
section 491, Criminal Procedure Code. Of course that does not apply to 
places where there are no High Courts, and 1 was under the impression 
that Ajmer-Merwara had no High Court. 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I would refer my Honourable 
friend to the definition of ‘‘High Court’ ' in the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure, w.hich means the highe.st court of criminal appeal or revision for 
.any area. 

I 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: If tliai is sc;, then T think Apner-Merwara ^^ill 
also have a High Court to look into these things. The point now is, 
why is lhat right going tc^ be refused to the highest court, if any, in 
Ajmer-Merwara? I will com^ to the reason presently. At present my 
submission is that them are two rights within the power of the ITigli 
Courts. I repeat th,at the High Court has got two rights, one is under tla^ 
common law and the other is under a statute. T shall he sliowing pr(‘sc,*ntl\ 
that a statute cannot possilily take awav the right which the public anil 
humanity have got under the habeas corpus. That is common law and 
that common law annlies equally to the whole of the Rrit'sh Empire. I 
submit there is nothing to sliow that common Inw’- ig overridden or abolish- 
ed by any statutory power. 

An Honourable Member: What about the Calcutta HirH Court? 

Mr, Lalchand Kayalrai: I will come to that ehortJj. 
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The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: This Bill does not purport to 
take i\way any power except the power under section 491, Criminal Tro- 
oedure ('ode. If there is any other power, that power is left untouched. 

Hr. Lalchand Navalrai: I am very thankful to the Honourable the* 
[jj.iw Member, and 1 will ask the Honourable the Law' Member to stick 
to this opinion. There was a specific question put to him today. I was 
watching keenly when he said on the floor of the House that the habeas 
cnrpus right to humanity is independent of tliis statute and it is not over- 
ridden. At that time the Honourable the Law ^lember did not say what 
he was saying just now. What I mean t'» emphasise is this. FA'en if 
thoi’c has been a difTeronee of opinion between tin* High Courts, I still 
maintain that, that common law' right cannot be taken away and if that 
exists then why arc wo now Irving to mak** this rule curtailing the pro- 
visions of section 401 and taking away a similar right? As soon as you 
take away this right, if yon liavc* the pow-er to do so. then the High Court 
will claim nnd'*r the hahran carpna tlui powca* to call for records. There- 
fore this provision will he nugatory, this provision wMll not be operative, 
iird tile discussion of this provision wdll only ho a w'asto of the time of 
f])i House. W^ifh regard to this common law right, permit me to say 
wiial the Lngli^li jurists state on that point. In this connection I should 
!iKr t<» <1va\\ tin* attention of the House to TTalsbury’s Tiaws of Lngland, 
page Ifl- 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: Wliicli volume? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: rrobahly under “H”. TIu* Honourable Mem- 
ijer can ask hi< Assistants who are Barristers to find out the mimbcr of 
th(‘ volume for him. This is what HalshurvV Law's of England say: 

“Tn any Tiiattn” involvint; the lihciiy of tho tho «»f Mu* CrnYr}j o. 

.Ministers or h'gh oflRrial.s of the I’rivy (Vainril Kxei utive t lo'. e’ nrnont is 5iih 
jo(’t to tlio su?)ervisioii and control of tho Judges on hnJua.^ Tt i.s this fiict 

’\hirh makes the prerogative writ of the liighe^t con.<iitutional iniportancr. it being a 
remedy availnhle to tlie meene.s!. .subject against the ino.'st powerful.’' 

Well, Sir. hen* the riovernnunt of India *.re gone; lo hr iiiovc cwm-ful 
thon anybody t*lse. ovoi\ the TTiLdi Courts. Ar.vl they w ill lu just com- 

ing inic'k clash with thi* veu v first fniulamental principle of common law*, th.at 
hahrnft corpus is .a right the public which cannot possibly bo taken aw. ay. 
Then. Sir. w’ith respect to a right of tf.king away the hnhrus corpus 
fight by statutory ])rovision. wliich, 1 do Tud admil . T tiukt thar 

it is true that tho Calcutta High Court has in one or two d« (aMori< given 
that, opinion, that section 491 of the Criminal rrocedure Code is the only 
'^'^rtion under wdiich particular persons who .are detained can ask the High 
f’unri to go into their raasc's. But 1 submit that ev(*n the (>])ini('*n tho 
fnlcntta High Clourt is not nnnninn'^u^. T know the T-aw’ ^hunber is partial 

the Calcutta High Court in adopting that view^ perhaps hecaiiso he has 
f'ai mined there, long. 

Hx. 0. 0. Biswas: Ho argued the cav:e aiul induct'd tho (^onrl t«» take 
thr,^ view. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Then, Sir, he was a party hiii»self (Laughter) 
nnd he cannot possibly bo a judge or a legislator boro. (Laughter.) On 
the contrary. I think his opinion should be considered as projudie'ed. 
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.. : Tlia, ^Boi^itfable: :&k, Broj^iidra. 1|^ 4t. ib.iuurjgi^^r PSiuiii?^ it 

is# ;ao\v- the opinion pi tho. (Jonrt. / . . , 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: 1 am submitting that the Court, which was 
led by the Honourable gentleman, has given a decision which is in direct 
ooniradiction to the opinion of other highest Judges for whom the Law 
Member must also have respect, the High Courts of Bombay and Madras. 
Sir, 1 know of two decisions in J. L. li. 50 Bom. page 016 and 45, MadruB 
page 0*22, where it is said that the right to issue a writ of habeas corpus 
still continues in the chartered High Courts, in spite of section 491 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. Then, Sir, the Calcutta High Court has 
no doubt given that opinion which the Law Member is relying upon and 
stating that it is not his opinion but the opinion which has been accepted 
by the High Coiu't. It is triui, but there also the Jiulges admit, at pag« 
751 of 54 Calcutta, that the Oirninal Procedure Code has incorporated 
in it only a portion of the rights under the Habeas Corpus Act, and not 
all the rights. They therefore stated after some consideration that they 
would not go into that question. They have, so to say, not given a definite 
decision on that point, and therefore I consider that that is a hesitating 
judgment. It is not a judgment which this House can accept, but fiirlhor 
between these difforonees of opinion who is to decide? Tfc is tlie liCgis- 
latiire that lias to decide whether the Bomhay and Miclras Midi (\)urts 
are correct or the Calcutta High Court. I appeal to th(» House then to 
*(!onsider tin's question. Tin- thing is this, that the (ronunon law right is 

right which has hecn g’V(*n hy the e^anmini right of hnhrdH rnrpiis iind 
the further question is wliether we can manipulate that common law right, 
which has been given with regard to the lih forties of a man and say that 
we will not ae(.*ept that law hut would curb th(' liherti«‘s of men. Apart 
from -that there being two opinions of High Courts against one, what T 
-say is this, that the ooinmon right should not he taken awav, and that 
wo will he wasting the tinu' of the TToiise if w<* rnaki* a provi'«;ion which 
will be iiv fact absolutely nugatory. 

Then, Sir. T come to the secoufl qiiestiou law. 'Tla* second ipicstion 
of Jaw is dependenr on section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Cofic and 
the interpretation, that the Honourable, the Law .Member f)uts upon it. 
Section 401 of' the (iriminal Procedure Code .<ays; 

“Any High Court iniiy, \\he!»f'v<*r it thinks fit, diivrl la) that a person wifhia tin 
limits of its appellate <Tirnin;!l ju»*i-dli:tion he hrouglit up hefore the Court Jo h‘ 
dealt with according to law; 

(/y) that a person illegally or inif>ropeiiy detained in piiitlic- or private nj-tuly 
within such limits be set at libo 'v; arnl 

(n) that a prisoner detained in any jail situate within .such limit-- ho lnow.gh: 
before the (’ourt to he there examined a witness in any matter pendiojf or to 
inquired into in such courC ’ 

Now, Sir, after reading Ibis the interpretation that has hecn ])nt upon 
it is this, that if a ]j.‘irti(*ular deUinu has been detained illegally and no! 
only illegr.lly but improperly too, then the High Court has got jurisdiction 
under section 491. That is how the I^aw Mcinher has interpreted fl*^J 
section Tlu n what will happen is this. A representative on behalf o’ 
a detenu will come and put in his application. He will allege therein 
that a certain man has been detained illegally and improperly. Whnt 
the High Court to do? The High Court will get that application rCoiP* 
tered. After lick ing got if registered fhey will send for the record. 







|)robabl 3 ' will give notice to the. detenu to appeiar, :ag' Otherwise it -will* be 
iinposfflble :to iind. iDut the ittipropriety. or the illegality;, of the action in 
detaining., liim. Then the High Court will have to go into the record and 
find out whether the detention.' ig really illegal and improper. Will this 
procedure be canied out or not? It will certainly come to that, because 
when you make an application and you allege illegal or iiii])roper deten- 
tion, the High Court will never say that it is only the party’s allegation 
.so the application must throwji out.. Tluiy will surely go into the 
(jmstion to se(‘ if the allegation of improper and illegal detention h made 
out. That was the gist of the argument put in by the Honourable the 
Law' Member and 1 do not know what different construction the Law 
Member will now put ution the wording of section. 491 Oirninal Procedure 
(!o(le, and 1 will be very interested in seeing what reply hci makes to my 
argiiinent that if the. High C3onri can go into the illegality of ibc deten- 
in spite ol clause 4 ol the Dill, why should clause 4* be enacted at 
mH? If a in an can move the High Court with regard to the question of 
tlu* illegality or the impropriety of the detention, then everything is done 
and section 191 has be-en complied wiili. I do not know if, when making 
that statement,^ the Hononrahle tlie Law Member *s attention \vas drawn 
tfi the words “imprf)perly dtjlained", in sc'clion 491 (!riminal Procedure 
(’ode. If it wav 1 am glad my argiurumt stands and ho h^ses his case. 
(Liiiighter.) 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Xni so 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I kiio\. ilu‘ ob>tinac> on ihc oilu r vide. \Miat 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: \W hc.vi* had idmty of ]. Oitics; 
i».i Us: Jiaw- a little law . 


Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: Sir. I say that this qmslion is o!k' purrl;. of 
law and of the lllierly of a man and it is no mattiT sindi as to !>?' trifled 
with. If a High (knirt has got the power to go into the question of 
iinprupriely of the detent it 'U. i( w ill be a question of merits and the 
merit;.; w'ill l)e eonsidenal by the' TFigh Court. Any way tlio High Courts 
will stand upon their rights and .'^ay, *‘We wdll go into the merits and 
find out uinler section 101 wliether the detention is right c-r wrong”. 
’riKTefon* my second (‘oiitention is that this provision, which is being in- 
corporated into this Act. is not at all l ocosgary. 

'riicn the only reason that has been given for the iutrodncl ion of this 
riaiise. I is this. J woiiden*(l wliat must be the reasiwi of the (loverii- 
nient for I Ins clause being ])ur in, so as to take away the rights of the 
High Court, under si*c(ion 491. What tlid 1 find? It was shown in the 
^bjeets and Heasons of the Dill that because once the (himinal rroecdure 
Podc was amended and elausi* added to section 191, providing that 
uotlii)ig in that fieeiion appliccl to persons detained under the Bengal 
htatf; Prisoners Regulation, 1818, Madras Regulation 11 of 1819. or Bombay 
R<^;gnlation XXV of 1827, or the State Prisoners Act, 1850 or the State 
> visoners Act, 1858, sueli a piiw ision sliotild be made with regard to the 
Hongal Criminal Law Amendment Act also. In other words they say 
t'hat once wo have made that exception, why not make it here also? ' But, 
^'kat sound reasoning 1 ask? It is no reasoning at all. On the contrary 
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1 maiatain that this provision 3 in stxstiou 491 Criminal Procedure Code 
is ultra vhca. riio iiegislature had no power to make this provision, 
which is on the Statute-book. Because it is there that does not show 
tluit it is a valid one. High Courts have dispel ted it, and the question having 
risen before them, they have said iliat there is a doubt about it. But 1 
maintain tliat the rights that, have been given under section 491 are com- 
mon law riglits, which the (tommon people have got, which cannot be 
repealed by anv other law. Therefore no Legislature can possibly make 
any pnnision wliich cuts away the rights of habcuH cor pun. This clause 4 
in my luiinble opinion, is uUro and for that I find an avithority in 

Caleutta 

Mr. President: How long is the Honourable Member likely to take? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: About twenty minutes more, Sir. 

The Asseinhlv then adjourufd till Blcven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
*J9th :\farch, 1932. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 'i9th March, 1032. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber ut the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


.VI EM REPS SWORN: 

Major-! loneral John Walbu'c Dick Mo^'aw, C.I.E., M.T^.A., 

(( lovernnient of India: Nominated Official); and 

Mr. Narayan Ita^diavan Pillai. M.L.A. (Government of India: 
Nominaied OtVicial). 


gCESTlONS AND ANSWERS. 

Br.VZITJAN rMMKJRATION" SciIKMKS. 

Ofil. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: ia) Have Government any information 
rogardin" the Brazilian immiirration schemes started by the Brazilian 
riovernnient with a view t < alt tact industrial and apjriciiltiiral population? 

(/)) If so, will G(n*(‘rnment place it on the table? 

{(') If not, liav<‘ Government any objection to obtain the necessary 
information on tin' 'subject of Ih-a/ilian immi'jrration includiuLr the followincf 
points : 

(i) the number «»f Indian^, who have already settled there; 

(ii) the nariies of Indians in snpeiior oRieial posts and in learned 

profi'ssions ; 

(iii) the tim»' since how ions: the sehemes are in operation; and 

(iv) rosirietions, if any. as the pi'ofe'^sion of reliirioiis faiths? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) Sir 

(/)) Does not arise. 

(c) His Majesty’s Government ill he moved to make einpiiries on the 
points mentioiu'd hv the Ilonourahh' Member. 

Brazilian Tmmtoration v^curMrs. 

902. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: Will Government be pleased to place 
^ the table the correspond once, if any, of whatsoever date, between the 
jj^azilian Oovommont and the Government of India, either direct or 
through the British Government, on the immi^ation schemes? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No such coiTcspondcnce has taken place. 

f 2543 ) 
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Muslims appointed to the Political Dbpartmb nt in the North-West 

Frontier Province. 

96.-^ *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behal-f of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon): 
Will (lOverniTient be pleased to state: 

(</) how many Muslims hnve been taken into the Political Depart- 
ment ill the North-West Frontier Province during the last ten 
years ; 

(b) how many of them were appointed Deputy Commissioners and 

Political Agents in that Province; and 

(c) if the reply to part (6) bo in the negative, the reasons for the 

s*ame ? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: (a) Cut of 14 Muslim ollicers rooT'uited for the 
Political Di'partment since 1922, ten have served in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 

(h) Two. 

(c) Does not arista 

Ten per cent. Cut tn I^minings of Piece-kated Employees of the 
Covernmest of Tnota Press, New Delhi. 

964. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail All Khan: (a) Is it a fact that the 
compositors, distributors, impositors and pressmen of the Government of 
India Press, New Delhi, are paid on piece rates and they arc allowed no 
privileges of holidays and Sundays like the salaried hands? 

(b) Is it a fn(*t that the 10 per cent. t‘iit is made both from the 
salaried and piec'c-rated employees of the Press? 

(r) Tf flu? answer to parts (a) and (b) f)e in tin* ailirrnative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if they contemplate to atop the 10 per cent, 
cut from the earniii’is of the pi(*^*o-rated employees? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: f o The .mswer In the firsi part 
in the affirmative and to the second part in the negative. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Meniher is invited to the reply 
given on IRtli March, 1032, to ])ar1 (p) of nnstarrod question No. lOR hv 
Mr. S. C. Mitra in the Leeislative .\ssernblv. 


Rent of Qu.xrteks of R’MPr.ovEns of tue (Jovernment of Inum 

Press. New Delhi. 

965. *Kunwar Hajj^^e Ismail Ali Khan: (a) Is it a fact that ihc 
erniilov»^*e'^ • F iln' Oovennnent of India Press, New Delhi, are providc'd wit a 
un:e't* rs ' ^-nlv 5 v f'-nt rent owin*' to their sr*antv erirnings. wila 
the srnv!'’'«n of ilie Cioverninent of India since the transfer of the pres"’ 
from C;:]'-41 . 1o Delhi in 1912 which is a period of about 20 years? 

(h) Ts it M Fmo! that the employees of the press are exempted from such 
extra charges water tax, and eleetrieity metre r'^nt, etc., due to their 
poor earnings? 
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(c) If the answer to parts (a) and (b) be in the aihrmatlve, will (iov- 
be pleased to state whether it is contemplated to raise the rate 
rent and to levy such extra charge as water tax, etc. ? If so, why ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (aj Indian subordinate .‘mployecs 
.31 ilie (loverninent of India Press, Delhi, are charged rent up to a maximum 
[jiiiit of 5 per cent, of their oinolunicnts. 

{h) and O'). The (‘mphnec's of the Dellii Press have beem given the 
(•oiK'Cssions under Fundannnital Hole d5A, under wliicli no separate rent 
rijargod for sanitary, water supply and idectrie installations and fittings. 
Blit iliis rule requires that the tenant should pay meter liire and the cost 
of water .and (‘lectri(* j*nergy, (?t(‘., consumed. Tin* (juesiion whether 
Press em])loyi.‘es sh(a.j!d na-eivi* water frc'* o‘’ charge or iu)| is under eon- 

nr.D'TOTioN r()ii I^aoviDKNT Fund from thu Earninus of Pikoe-rated 
Mmplovtrrs of the (tovEaxMEvr OF l\i>r\ Press, Kew Deeui. 

060. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: (a) Is it a fact that the 
Contrihntorv Provident Fund was deduct(‘d on the earnings of the piecc- 
ijtud employees of tlic (lovernment of India Press, New Delhi? 

(h) Ts it a fact that Hie Contrihutorv Providemt Fund of ihc’ piece-rated 
,ijiplo\('es of the press is now dodueied on their elass-ratc pay? 

(c) If till' aiiswi'V 1(' parts (a) and (h) ho In the atVirmat Ivc. will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state why the Gontrihntory Provident Fund is not 
dedn^’ted on the earnings of the piece-rated employees? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) and (h). Yes. 

(r) Boi-ause tlu‘ oarninjis of piece-workers duolunie and iliC rules 
re»piire that the subserijition fixed by the subscriber shall not vary 
thronghnut the year. 

— yrn . , . ^ ,1 j OFFICE FAR T rE Oc'irevTrox of Tuveersey' 

FTot^se vno Trwtv HorsE tn Bomb a v. 

*Mr, N. M. Joshi: Will Government he pleased in state; 

fc) file amount of rent j^aid by the Post Oflice for the occupation 
of file Thakersey House in Bombay per month inclusive of 
all municipal and other taxes; 

(h) the total amount paid for the purchase of Irwin House in 
Bombay for tlic I’ost Office including the commi'"'ion of the? 
house agent ; 

(c) the ground rent j>aid ]>cr month to the Bombay P«*n 1 rust : 

d) the avi'vai:i' •mioiint recpiired to he spent per month lor the 
purchase of disinfectants and the supervisory chargt^s required 
lo he ]>aid \o th*' Ihanhay Himii'ipalitv or otherwise; 
lh(* average nu'»nthlv amounf demanded bv tin' Bombay Allini- 
(Mpality by way of house and other faxes; 

(t) the total expv'nditure so far incurred on tin* repairs to tbt' lr'‘ in 
House' after its ^nireliast' and the, tvciirring exj^onditure n'- 
qiiired annimllv for its rejinirs; 

A 2 
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(g) the annual depreciation value of the building; and 

(ft) the total monthly expenditure on account of all items mentioned 
in parts (c), (d) and (e) including the average monthly interest 
on the purchase price? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Us. Thakerscy House was given up from the 

1st December. JOJil. 

(6) Rs. 2,(MM(K). 

(c) Its. 2,174. 

(d) Rs. HI. Su[)ervisorv (diarges were paid to the Bombay Aluuicipa]it\ 
for two months only, riz.. May and June, 1931, at Rs. 15 jxm* month. Since 
the 1st July, 1931, llie supervision is exercised depnrtmentallv. 

(e) Rs. 307 per montli as hoiist‘ tax. Water ainl other taxes have n .i 
yet been fixed by the Municipality. 

(/) Rs. 12,270. 'rile recurring expeiiditnri' reipiired aiinualK is 
about Rs. 5,(X10. 

(g) Rs. 600. 

(//) Rs. 3.()1 1 excluding water and other taxes undii* item (c). 

Stoppage of perm.vxknt Hj5Ckuitmext for the Post Office. 

968. *Mr. N, M. Joshi: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether : 

(i) the Directed* General of Posts and Telegraphs had issued instruc- 

tions on tli(' j^ost OOice side not to fill in any vacancies per- 
manently ill the staff since 1st July, 1930; and 

(ii) that shniiar ordei.s were issued by the Govcrninont of India to 

have effect from the 15th July, 1931? 

(b) If the replies to items (ij and (ii) be in the alliriririlive, are Govern- 
ment jn’epa.red lo issue instructions that tliose who held vacant appoint- 
ments prior to I5tli Jul\. 1031, in the Post Office may be confirmed in 
those posts? 

Mr, T. Ryan: C/I (ii. ;)r.h-r'; wr*r<* issued l)\ (he director Gcnci-il in 
April, 1931, directing that pending further orders no ofticiating inciinih^n^ 
of a post should be made permanent. 

(ii) Honourable Member appanmtly refers lo the Re.solution dnted 
the 9th July, 1931, pnhlislied in the GazxJto of India conveying the deci- 
sion of fhe Governor General in Council that as an ad inicrUn ineasurc .ill 
appointments to .any ])osts yx'rmanent or tempornrv made on or aliir llif’ 
16tb July. 1031, of p.'M'Sf.ns not in Grvernnient service rn the 15th Jnly» 
1031, ’Giosc ojiy the Govemo-’ General in Couneil in competent to rh h-r- 
mine under the Civil Rf‘rvi(jes Rules shall be made on n provisional footin';, 
th.at is to say, in an officiating c.apacity. 

(h) Thf Director General is issuing instructions permitting, subject 
certain restrictions, the confirmation of permanent officials in post‘d 
affected bv votrenf-hment in which they were appointed to officiate 
lo the 24th September, 1931. 
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PELEGATION OF CERTAIN POWERS TO ToWN INSPECTORS OF PoST OFFICES 

IN First Class Head Offices. 

969. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the examination of the question of giving powers to 

the Town Inspectors of Post Offices attached to the First 
Class Head Offices has been completed and, if so, with 
what result; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Town Inspectors at the Presidency 

Towns of Madras and Calcutta, do exercise the powers of 
appointments, etc., of postmen and inferior servants and 
that no administrative difficulty is experienced at those 
Presidency Towns ; 

(c) w^hether the delegation of those powers in Bombay would reduce 

considei’ably the work of the Inspecting Postmasters attached 
to the Bombay General Post Office; 

(d) wlu'tlier Ihe iusjjcctioii of First and Second Class Offi.ces was 

carried on by the Town Inspectors even wdien these posts 
carried time-scale of pay ; and 

(/•') if reply to part (h) above he in llu* allirijiati ve, whether Govern- 
ment propose io extend i^owers to the Town Insj)ectors 

in Bombay? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (</) The (‘xammation is still in progress. 

(/)) 'Die I’eply to ih«* fir<t part of the question is in the affirmative, 
Hs regards iIk' si‘<‘ond part. administrative ditVamlty has arisen. 

(o') Some slight retinclioii of work inigld roiilt . 

(</) Ves. 

(o) As aln*ad\ slated the whole question is >till under examination, and 
no final di.'cision has la'en reaehed. 

Attendance at Haiiavay Pr.ATFOHMS of Pailwav MMl Seuvlck Sorters. 

970. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: Will Govtrnment be pleased to state: 

(u) whether the tmqiiirv referred to in the reply to unstarred ques- 
tion No. dOO, On the IGth Afarch, 1931, by Air. N. R. Gunjal 
in the Legislative Assembly, has since been »*ompleted and 
if so, with wdiat result; 

(b) whether it has since been further decided that the platform 

attendance of tlu' R. Af. S. Sorters should be completely 
ignored and tbe additional sot in the R. Af. S. Section with- 
drawn under certain cireumstances and, if so, wdiether 
Government will be pleased to place on the table, a copy of 
these orders; and 

(c) whether it is an intention of these orders that the platform 

attendance, even to the extent of two hours in excess of the 
permissible time of 15 minutes, should neither be considered 
nor counted as duty? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. The decision arrived at is that the time spent 
y sorters of Railway Alnil Service* sections in Record Offices should not 
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be taken into ac(?oimt in determining their weekly working hours in tlic 
Krans. 

(h) and (c). The position is not as stated by the Honourable Mcinlji,‘r 
He is referred to the orders contained in the Government of India, Depart 
ment of Industries and Labour letter No. Est.-B./APO. -31/27, d:tti?c 
the 14th July, 1930, a copy of which is placed on the table of the House 


From 


No. Est.-B./APC-31/27. 

OOVEUNMENT -OF INDIA. 

I 

DEPARTiMKXT OF INDUSTRIES AND LABuUli. 

Posts and Telegraphs Branch. 

Dated Simla, the 14th July 1930. 


T. Rvan, Esquire. C.T.E., 

Joint Seevetarv to the Government ot‘ India. 


To 

The Director General <‘f Po>t.s and Telegraphs. 

SuBjECi' : — Standmd of wtf.hty irtnhitnj /iour.< lo/ii/tf/ udd‘ttivn>tf 

li, M. S. Section.?. 


fo 


Sir, 

With reference to the order.< cniniimnit ate»l in tlji.s Dfparlmeni h*ttei’ No MO 
P.T.E., dated the 13tli Deceriil>er. 19^. saiictioniiiLC aclditicnal .'^ei.s in tin* 

Mail Service for 53 .section.s, li ha.-^ now come to llie in)ti*‘f* of Government of imli* 
that ca.^^es often ari..se in wliich the weekly working huur.s of a Kail wav AJai 
Service set exceed the prescribed standartls by an hour or two and .is no rnnim!; 
exists foi determining what excess over the pre-cribed .''taiulard.^ of wecklv v.uikui. 
hours of 30 and 36 hoiu’s for night and day sei tion.^, resjiecl ively, .><11001(1 be lidoi. n 
justify an additional set, there i.s a cnnsiderable diver.'iiy of luaet iee in dialiii: 
with such case.-. In order to en.^ure uniformity the ( Jo\ ei nmeiil of India loii'^i'lr 
that definite orders .«hould be is-iied. to tlie effect I bat an additional sei .-i'-aili 
not be sanctioned when such addition will have tbe effect of reducing tlie wcekb 
working hours per set below 24 and 30 in the ca.se of niglit and day section'. i‘is 
pectively. In applying this standard, platform attendaiici' should not Im* coutiik 
. since work on ttie ]»latfonn before the departure of a train is not so .'<lrci 111011 .-* a*- ^'o^l 
in a running .section, and the standard for a sorting mail otTice is as high as 8 In an. si 
day. Moreover, the counting o^' platform attcmdance in such cases increases the \\('»‘ki; 
working hours appreciahly. and causes avoidable expenditure. 

2. As an example a ca.so may he quoted of a .section with 5 sets whicb ' 
run of 10 hours 10 minutes in th(? out-trip and 9 hoii»\s 37 minutes in tbe in-trip 
The weekly working hours of each set are 26 hours 27 niiiuitc^s and 3 seconds, i' 
figure much below the .standard of 30 hours fixed for a night .section; but »> 
adding it.s daily platfoi-m attendance of 3J hours, the weekly working lionr.- 
increased to 32 hours 15 minutes and 4 seconds, and another set- was saiiri'onc ^ 
The re-iult ’s that the weekly working hour.-** nov. are 25 lu ur.s 4 minute.'; and 
.second** per .-;et, which the Government of India consider loo low ever' for a 
section., 

3. In order to avoid the rci urreiice of sni'b case.s in future platform atieMdaiit^^^ 
may, for ordirfu-y purposes, be csjunted in delermiinug the number of .*^ci' 
section, *but when the addition of the platform aitondaiue lias the effect of 7 > To\v 
the weekly woiking hours VjcIow 24 hours in the case of a night secriou and 
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30 hours in the case of a day section, it should not be taken into account, Imt the 
number of seta should be determined solely by the actual working hours in the 
mail van. . “ 

4. Heads of Circles should now be instructed to re-examine the number of Kets 
in each of the Railway Mail Service sections under their control and toi readjust them 
where necessary in accordance with the principles laid down above. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Vour most obedient servant, 
T. RVTAN, 

Joint Secretary to the Cocemmmt of India. 


No. Est. B/APC-31/27. 

A copy is forwarded for infonnation to the Accountant Crc'neral. Posts and 
Telegraphs. 


M. R. COBURN. 


Simla, 

The nth July WSO. 


Financial Afirisfr, and TtUfjiajihM. 


No. Est. B/APC-31/27. 


A copy is forwarded for information and necessary action to all Postmasters- 
Oeneral and to the Director of Posts and Telegraphs. Sind and Baluchistan Circle. 


Simla, 

The nth July mo. 


J. R. T. BOOTH. 
Senior Deputy Dirertor-C>>}ie rnL 


Scales of Pay in the Vost.w. Department. 

B71. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: llvU •rring t^) the reply given to stniTed 
question No. 1057 (regarding scales of pay in the Postal l')epartnu nt) put 
ill the Assembly h\ T. \. Hamakrishna Ce*hlv. on M a-eh. 1031. 
will Ooverninent' be pleased to state* 

(i) hotv the eoneluding sentence in clause ( 7 ) can be reconciled with 

the siatt'ineni in clause fc) of the said reply ; 

(ii) whether a graduate recruited in tlie Hoinbay Circle on 11 th 

June, 102r>, on an initial pay of Rs. 51 per month ’n the 
old scale of Rs. 10-120 then, was under V. R. *J*2 brought 
on to the new* scale on 1st March, 1027 and his pay fixed 
at Rs. 55 per month: 

(iii) whether a graduate recruited on and after 1st iMaveh. 1927, in 

the new scale, vi"., Rs. 40 — 5 — 140 was. luAvevov, given an 
initial salary at Rs. tU) per month ; 

(iv) wdiether it is a fact that in tho case referred to in (ii) and (iii) 

above, a junior got higher pay than what his senior did; 

(v) whether it is a faid that the nurnhor of such aflfeeted officials 

does not exceed 50; and 
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(vi) whether they propose to grant to the old graduate servants one 
advance increment under Fundamental Rule 27? 

Mr, T. Ryan: (i) 11ieiv is no ineoiisisteney l)et\vceii the two statements 
to which the Honourable Moiubcr refers.. One of thorn admitted that cer- 
tain* otlieials j^'ot less pjiv than certain others. The second statement was 
that those othcials were not put to any loss. In fact, nobody lost any pay. 
In both casi's llu* ollicials ri('uiv{‘d the ])jiy to wlihili tlu^y were entitled 
under the conditions whicli existed at tlie time tlioy joined the service, or 
as subsequently revised. 

(ii) No. Jn June, J02h, llieri' was no time-scale of Hs. K) — 12() in the 
Bombay Oirele. 

(iii) Yes. 

(iv) (’nst's of this kind j.(*(‘urri‘d thou*:!! the j)re(*isc case conU'mplaled 

in part (ii) of tin* question did not o<*eur. • 

(v) (roviM-nnit'iit havt‘ no il(‘finil(‘ information as to tlu* nuinher of such 
cases but it probal)!^ exceeds 50. 

(vi) No. The eliaiigc's made in senates of pay, coupled with the* operation 
of the ]ul(\s. iKj doubt caiisi ii .smuh* anoniakius caises ; anomalie.s cannot 
ahvnys l)i‘ avoitled an<l as no br)dy ^vas adviirsely affected in pay (lovt'rn- 
ment decifh’d not to treat spncialls the ca.ses in question. 


KurCATION OK TMK OUIT.UUKN OF PhKSS KmPLOVKK.S IN DkLUI. 

972. *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on behalf of Mr. A. Das) : (a) Will 

Government be pleased to state why schools for boys and girls arc not yet 
started in. the Press area at fiarakhamba since the move of the Press from 
Old to New Delhi in August, 1931? 

(b) Are Government awjrre that education of the children of the Press 
employees has been hampered owing to want of I’riinary IVce Schools? 
If so, whin will such schools be opened? 

(c) Is it a fact that tlie Press employees represented the said case to 
the higher authorities? If so, what action has been taken by Govcrnmi^nt? 
If not, why not? 

(d) Is it a fact that a|. Timarpur there wore three scliools, one for boys, 
one. for Ben.gali girls ;uul .another for 'Hindu and Muhammadan .an<I 
Christian girls under the Notified Area Committee? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) A primary seliool for hoys and girls was stalled 
in the Barfikhamha area by private onterpiisi? on tlie IGth November, 
1931. This seliool lias heeii n*er)gnised by the Bducation Department of 
Delhi Province which has akso made a n^commondatiou to the New Delhi 
Municipal (^ommiltoe that the school should receive a grant-in-aid. The 
provision of additional facilities for schools in this area is the responsii)ility 
of the New Delhi Municipal Committee. 

(h) Primary educnlion in tlie schools maintained by the New Dellu 
Municipal Committee as well as in mo.st of the aided schools in New Delhi 
(is already free. 

(c) Govcriuiir )it have no record of anv such representation. 

(d) Yes. 
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QuARTPms OF Press Employees in New Delhi. 

978. *Kunwar Itaghubir Singh (on behalf of Mr. A. Das) : (a) Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether the aceornmodation in the new 
quarters for the Press crnplo;v'Ges at llarakhamba is not better than those 
at Timarpur or New Dollii, os^peeially of “D”, “C” and “D” type 

quarters ? 

(b) Is it a fact tliat in the eorii.M- space one ‘'B'* and three “C'' 
quarters have been built and the back ^itlc of these quarters are very close 
to the latrines of the adjoining quarters and bad injurious smell of the 
M(lj<»ining latrines cfoinc lo the v va andeiis and courtvards of iliese ‘‘R’* and 
“C” (]uartevsV 

{/•) Is i< a fact that I he lairin*'^ ni tlu* “IT* and ‘q’” quarl(‘rs have been 
!)uilt in the voranflah attaelied to bedroom? 

(dl Is il a fact llial some dZ/e/#; j/Z/aZ.s liave been built on the back 
vit«* of tlie (|ua»Mers forming a S(jMa]-e where d/n>Z)/.'? froi>i th(^ City and 
siiiToiinding places come to wash their clothes? Arc Goveimment aware 
that this is likely to bring infe(*tions into the Government quarters? 

(c) Do Goveu-nment propose to take immediate action to stop this 
praidice? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (ai The a.-eommodation provided 
in the nowlv eonstru(*t ed “IV* t , ne Cress <|uarter< is a little less than tliat 
provich'il in X(‘\v Delhi and at 'I iTn.annr. Im** ere:'ti r in ea-e-, of “C” typo 
Ihc'-s <|uarte)'s than the e<>ne>|i<nidhi’' i.'pe in Xew Dtdhi. The av-eom- 
?nf)dation in “D’’ type qnartcav jv iitt!.* It'^s than tlio I'imrii'pnr (piarters. 

(/)) 'rill* rej»]\ <«) the fiv'^t n-nt in file alhiinaiive and to the second 
part- in tJie negativi'. 

(r) Xo. 

((/) 'rile rej»I\ to the tii'st p.jjt • :f the qiH*'<tioti i< in ih** athrmative. 

1 liese fjinils are not npeu t-» d/z.JCx I'lijm iho City. Only *lhnhis bolding 
li»‘«*n{*i’s troll! the New Didl'.i ''•I nnieipalit y are anthorised t») use ttiem. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Crovtsion nr Faculties kok llKi 'n: \ tion, eto.. of Press Emi’ij>vke.s 

IN New OcLur. 

^171. *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on behalf of Mr. A. Dasl : (a) Ts it a 
fact tlijit no qnai'ter for a recreation ehih lias been given to the Press 
‘‘mployees at Marakliamh ;i •■lllcl .-ire ( lOVcTMIIU'llt IIUK'lt Illciuive- 

mViifc is Ix'ihnr tVK for lihmrv. .'«<• 

{b) Is it a tact that no suilable phiy groinul has been fixed for the 
omployees of the Press since Ibeir coming over to Barakliamba? If not, 
not? 

h‘) When do Government propose to remove all the said incon- 

'^enieuces ? 


f Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: 

‘Allotment for a reoroation clui). 


(a) Xo press quarter is 


avaiiaDJ 
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(b) Common plMvgroiinds exist outside the Delhi Gate and at Con- 
naught Place for the use of residents at Banikhamba, and Govemment are 
not in a position to provide a sc'parate plavground for the press. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Lack oe Heating ArhanoExMEnts in the Government of India Press, 

New Delhi. 

975. *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on behalf of Mr. A. Das) : Is it a f.aot 
that no heating arrangeinont had been made this winter in the new Gov- 
ernment Press building in New Delhi? What is the idea in regard to 
this? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: ^’es, Goviainnent do not lu’oposi* to 
tjike any aetion at pivsent. 

Lack of Water Taps in the Government of India Press, New Delim. 

970. *Kunwar Raghubir Singh (on behalf of Mr. A. Das): (a) Wili 
Governim'nt l)(‘ ]>l(‘ased io st.Ur how inanv watt‘r1ai>s liavt' bi'i'u lixt'il in iin 
main Government Press building. New Delhi? 

(b) Js it a fact that tady one tap has been fixed in front of the 
AIanagi‘r's mom wheie tiu* Pre^-s emi^h'yces are not allowed to go? 

(r) Are Government aw art* that much inconvenience is felt on account 
of want of water taps? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) 

(h) and (r). No. 

' i 

Accountants revektfd to TifiiR ^ r i st.\m w k Ai pcuntments. 

977. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will (lovernnKnt be pleased to lay on the 
table a. list of the Ae(*onntants, with names, who have; been on deputation 
in th(‘, otVice r»f the Aeconntant General. Central Be venues, siiii'e 
showing the grounds on which they have been rettiined or reverted to the 
substantive. a|’pf)intnients held by them n\ other provinces owin'j to 
retrenchment in that office? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your penmission, Sir, T will 
reply to questions Nos. 077 and 978 together. 

The information hi\> heon called for and will he laid on the tabh^ ia 
due course. 


Divisional Accountants rltired at 55 Yi ars of Aoe. 

1978. *Mr, S. C. Mitra: Will Government ho pleased to state the na!a<'^ 
of the Divisional Aecount«'inls sorving under the Accountant General, 
Central Pn-veimes. who have or have not been given an extension of ih' ir 
services after completing 55 yeai^s of age? 

Formation of a ‘‘ Karnatik ” 1 rovini’E. 

979. -Rao Sahadur S. L. Patil: (a) Referring to the replies to un- 
starred (pK .stion No. 49 (a), dated tlie 15th September, 1931, will Govern- 
ment be pie: M'rl to state whether any action has been taken under section 
62A of the G(jverniTient of India Act? 

t Eor r.Tiswrr to iliia qiif.stion, answer to question No. 977. 
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(6) Do Government intend to proceed to make an enquiry when the 
conditions of section 52A arc complied with? 
i ^ ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: With your ])i‘ririissic>n. Sir, I pro- 
pose to answer questions N’os. 979, 980 and 981. together. 

Oovcrnmont arc aware oi! the views which have been expressed on these 
questions from time to time in the Central Legislature and the Legislative 
Councils of Madras, Doinhay and (’oorg. Inhere is no y)ri sent intention of 
proceeding further at this stage with the question of forming separate 
Andhra and Kannada provinces. 

(^RKATTON OF A SKPARATK A UAl I N Js'l R ATI VK UnJT IN TMK K A N • AD-SpFAKlNO 
Districts oftiif Romrav and Madras Prksjdencif.s. 

!980. ^Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Are Government aware that the 
alliMilion oi‘ the public is greatly concentrated in the Kannad-speaking 
(lislrir*ts of (lonihay and Al.-alia^ Pr^sirlencics and tlio Province of Coorg on 
1h(' (pii^^li' n of imirK'ation i1i* m districts into a separate administrative 
unit? 

» 

{()) Are ( lovenuiieni i’nrt her aw ;ire that widi^spivad di^cr^utentiuent ]*rc- 
vails in 1 hn'-e p!;u‘es. among ail classis of people, owing to Government's 
inaction in th«ise pia(‘e^ in (a.miectiou with this question? 

(r) An* ( lovcrmncnt pie'parcd to appoint a small committee to investi- 
gate tins matler and re port as te. t]if‘ financial position and other questions 
incidental thereto? 

PoR.M \TTON OF AN AnDHRA PhoVINC’K. 

'981. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Are (rovernnn*nt aware that there 
is a sif iig (h niand also for the formation of an Andhra Province adjoining 
the Kanna<i districts? 

(/)) If s<». have ( JovtM-nment ronsidered the question of appointing a 
singlr commit te(' both for Andhra and Kannad speaking districts? 

(e) 1)() th'ivernment propnv;,. i^, reach’ ;i decision before the reforms are 
ushered in? 

Pin Ri Stati s df Bek.xr. 

0S2. *Mr, S. O. Jog: (a\ Is it a tact that the Covenniienl «»: India 
have rec'cived an\ coinnuinication or statement or suggestion in the 
niatt(*r of the fut iiri* status of Herar from the Govermnent of tlie Central 
•ProviiKjes ? 

(h) If so, will Clovenniieiit Ut the House know as lo what that state- 
ment or suggestion is ? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: It is regretted that it is not possible to make any 
annoimcemimt on tin* snlijta t at this stage. Tlie iroiionrable ilember’s 
nttention is invited to the answer given In me to starred question No. 36* 
by i\Tr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the 15th of January last. 

t t'or answer this question, aixswpr to qne.^tion Xo, 07h. 
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Mr, Oaya Prasad Singh: Do Goveminent propose to give the people of 
Berar an opportunity of expressing their opinion, on the principle of self- 
determination, before any changes ar(3 made in the political or administra- 
tive status of Berar? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: J regret I cannot give the Honourable Member any 
information. 

I 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Will Government kindly state 
whether they would tako thi'; Assembly into confidence before any com- 
mitments of a u'ider nature than are at present incurred are entered into 
in connection with this question? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 would like to have nolieo of that question. 

Third Class Ao oMM(n)ATTON caoviDEu for Skcrftartat Kmrt.oyef.s 
MOVTX(J 'ro ^^TMLA FROM XeAV DRLFfT. 

0S3. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Are Government aware that the Gov- 
ernment of India staff j/tui orally prefer to move up to Simla hy the 14B 
‘Up train, it being the most convenient, and that mostly applications for 
reserved compartments at the time of move arc for smaller capacity III 
class compartments, say 0 scaters? 

(h) Is it a. fact that the stork running on the said 143 Up train from 
Delhi to Kalka is comprised of only tliree 0 seater compartments and all 
the remmning compartments arc 40 .and 20 seater III class com])artTnents? 

(n) If the reply to the nhovc ho in the afTirniativc, haA^c the llailway 
authorities concerned considered the dcsirahilitv of attaching more 0 seater 
compartments in the said train to meet the demand of the staff of the 
Government of India {Secretariat? If not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government understand that the numher of third class carriages 
with, small compartments is very limited, but are not aware of the actual 
number of such compartments available in Ihe stork of this ti*ain. 

fc) I have communicated the Honourable Arembor’s suggestion to the 
Agent. North Mestern Railway, for such action as the latter may conp<idor 
feasible. 


Represent ATT ox oft ik Txte‘<tvsts of Indfan Settler.s in Tnnfjanytka. 

984. '-'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Oovermnont kindly state if 
the representation of the Indian scttl(U’s in Tanganyika is based cither on 
their popiiIatioT), or on their large eommereial and settlors* interests? 

(6) Are Government aware that no Indian settler in Tanganyika has 
yet been appointed as an olTrujcr in the territory, or to any judicial post; 
and that in ihe grant of public contracts, there is a marked tendency to 
ignore the rlaiius of Indians in favour of Europeans who may even not be 
citizens of the Empire? 

Mr, Q. S. Bajpai: (a) I am sorry. Sir, T am unable to answer this part 
Or the question, as the Honourable Member has not specified the body in 
respect of which h^* desires the information. 
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(6) I am prepared to accept thr’t the position in regard to the appoint* 
ment of Indians in the higher services in Tanganyika may be as stated by' 
the Honourable Member. As regards the second part of this question, 
Government have no information. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Are (bi\ eminent aware that the condition of 
Indian sett](‘rs in Tanganyika is becraning as acute as that which obtains 
in Kenya? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 1 had the privilege about a month ago of passing 
through Tanganyika, and I heard very divergent vicAvs on that subject. 

Mr. B. Das: In view (jf what ibe Ilononrable Member saifi regarding 
the (‘inploymenl oi Iiuliaiis, what stops does the Honoiiral)l(* Member pro- 
pose to talv(‘ to nanedy matters? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 'I’bo Indian conininnity in Tanganyika have two 
avenues of getting rodress. Gne is In appeal to the rermanont Mandate 
Oommission of ih(' League of Nations and the other is through their own 
representative's in tin* 'raiiganyika Legislative (’oiineil. Covornment do not 
think that in niin<»r niai ters ot ihi> k-»id the\ ean really ‘ interfere in what 
appears to bo a inaMer of |nnel\ inbrnal policy. 

Mr. B. Das: M ay I a'^k th. I baaiurabli* Moinber what is the use of 
accepting t lie statc'iiient, if the inattc'r is going to be loft to the representa-* 
fives in the Tanganyika fiegislativo Council. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: TbouLdi 1 said that the position stilted by tlie ques- 
tioner may be a^ st?ded b\ liirn. I accept no responsibility on behalf of 
Oovernment. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In \i* of tlu* divt'rgeut information which the 
(lovormnent li:i\o reeoi\od, ma\ [ ask wludher the Government wouM try 
to find out tbo actual ii."'it'»‘.n and niakt' an attempt to redress the 
grievaiKtes. if they are found to exist. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: If ibo Hiaiourahle Member wants to have detailed 
informntiiui on tlu* subject 1 'should <ay that tlio great bulk of the opinion 
which r was able to I'l^lli'f i in 'renganyika was to the effi*et that the 
inajovitv of tin* liulian commiiniiy il.trc are quite happy, 

Mr. Gaya Prasad SiiiPh: \rc Government .‘ovare that sonu* important 
}M(*c-*v.: of 1-- U T‘a><t‘d by ilic Ciovenimenf of Tanganyika 

resfricting the traclim.r ri'dd- of Indian sctth'Vs in that tt'v^’itorv ^ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I Wcmld c-k my TTonouvahle fni'iul to exercise a little 
pafioniM* and wait for tlu* aTi-uers io the Further ipiestions which he ha? 
pnt down on tlint snhject. 

Mr. B. Das: T)or< iu*t the TTonouvahle ^^ember tliink it is high time 
that the Govornment of Tndia should appoint an Agent in Fast African 
Tanganvik;, to look aft.-r tl'o '»dciesic of the Indians there? The sugffoc- 
tion has been niadi* v»'r\ often from this side. 
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Mr. Q. S, Bajpai: The BUggestion regarding the appointment of an Agent 
in Tanganyika has only been made today. The suggestion about Jvenya 
has been made bcloro and lias been under the consideration of the (Jovern- 
meiit. 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Are Oovernmeni aware that the suggestion 
.about the Agent in hhist Airiea has been made for some time? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: 1 eoiilVss that it comes to me entirely as a piece of 
new inforuiation today. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Does the statement rnadi* b\ I he Jloiioiirable Member 
that the majority of Indians reskling in Tanganyika api)ear to be quite 
happy, rejuesent tla* cuiisidered opinion of the ( lovei’inneiil of India, or is 
it based on certain observations made by him as a toiu’ist in that eoimlry? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: Tlie Honourable Member seems to assume that my 
ivisit to Tanganyika was merely that of a tourist. It was not exactly that, 
because the local Indian Association camcs and saw the members of tl\e 
delegation and stated to tiu in what tludr \'iews on llie pt>silioj| iii Tail' 
ganyika were. Now, it is perfectly clear that in regard to one or two 
matters they had certain representation< to make, hut 1 think that niy 
Honourable friend, mendy because* oni^ or two pieces ot legislation were 
placed on the Statute-book recently, would not he justitit'd in drawing the 
inference that the general condition o): tin* Indian r*ommiinit\ is one of 
unhappiness. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Am I to lakt it that lla* deli^tration was oflad.ally 
authorised by the i.Ooverninent of India to iiifpiire into the situation in 
Tanganyika? 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai: Tt was not olhcially anthori.sod to inquire into the 
Tanganyika situation. Equally it was not ofhcially prohibited from listen- 
ing to representations that were made to them. 

Mr. B. Das: Do T infer that in the opinion of the Hononrahlo Afember 
the situation is so good in Tanganyika and East Afriea that there is no 
•necessity for the appointment of an Agent ,there? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: I never said that. 

Amenomext of tttw Trade L^CEx.srxc; Ordtx'.nce i.v Tancmxytka. 

985. ^^Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Are riovc'rnmenf awan^ that an 
Ordinance, (*nfifl»‘d “An Onlinance to amend the Trades Tiicensing Ordi- 
nance*’, was ]):is^e':l bv tlif* fa,*'p’sl:d ive Eonncil of 7"anganyika. on the 5th 
Pebrnary, 1082, in spile of tlie proti st. of the Indian Assoeiation, and the 
Indian settlers there? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Ordinance create.s monopolies in favour of 
non-Indians fn ilic projndifa' of the Indian trading and commercial in- 
terests, so far MS the native produce is (?onc< rned? 

(c^l Are Go V eminent aware that this Ordinance is at variance with 
Article 7 of the r Miujjitc. which seenn^s “to all nationals of States Mem- 
bers of the League of Nations the same rights as are enjoyed in the 
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territory by his own nationals in respect of entry, into and residence in 
the territory, the protection afforded to their person and property, the 
acquisition of property, movable and immovable, and the exercise of their 
profession or trade”? 

(d) What steps, if any, have (loveniincnt taken, or propose to take in 
the matter? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) ^'cs. 

(h) Tlicn^ is iKjthiii^' in tlui Ordiiumcci to show that monopolies would be 
ereated in lavoiir of non-Indians. (lovernor gavij an assurance that 

the law would Ixi applied with absolute impartiality. 

(c) This is the view held by tin* Indian Association of Dar-es-Salaam. 
It has been hroii^dit to tlu; notify* of llis .Xfajesty’s Government. 

(f/) ( lovcfiimmi arc in cnrr‘.*s]>(,ialt with tlie Secretary of State on 
this subject. 


Mr. B. Das: Is it not .i fact that tli«‘ (iovernment of India contemplated 
the appointment oi a 'Kradc ( 'oniinis'^ioiicr for T]ast Afri(‘a and that official 
to he lo('atc*d rd Zanzibar? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai: 1 tliink tli.it (pie^tion ou^ht to ho addressed to the 
Honourable the (’tunmerc^* Mt‘mf>er. I d»» not (h*a] with 'J'radc Commis- 
sifmers. 


Mr. B. Das: I addrc'^^td m\ »{iU'>tion to th«* Tnaisurv Benches. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I tlid not hoar iht* Honourable 
\lt'mla*r’s question. 

Mr. B. Das: Is it a fact that tttc (lovornmont of India (MUitonipIated the 
appoiiitinont f)f a 1Vado ( 'onnni^^iollor in East xVfrica to look after the 
inievests of Indians thero and fliai he was to he located at Zanzibar? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: They certainly eontemplatcd the 
appointment of a Trade Gommi<^ionor at Mombasa, but there was no ques- 
tion of lookiivj: after Indian interests apart from trade interests. That was 
not part, of tlie sf’heme. 

Mr. B. Das: Tlu' (pie^tion pui (Mau-i-rned tlu' quo! ion of looKiiv^ after 
tilt Fudian Iradr inlcrc^t^: I wm- utd think imj: of political interests? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The ITcnoma’nl* MrmhfU- is (piite 
tliat that was pari of our Trade Pommissioners’ scheme. 

Mr B. Das: Ma\ 1 impairc whai led to the boldine in abeyance of that 
particnlni' scheme. — why no 'IVade (k^mmisMoner liiul he-'ii aj^pointed? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 Ihink the TTononrahle Alemhor is 
‘^^vare that owinir to financial vtrin>:cney we <‘an make no provision for that 
lue at present. 
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Levy of a Poll Tax in Tanganyika for Education. 

986. *Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government kindly state ii 
"an Ordinance to mr^ke provision for the levy of non-native poll tax" ir 
Tanganyika, has been or is about to be passed in that territory, whict 
seeks to repeal the non-native education tax? Are Government aware 
that this tax has been helpful in the maintenance of schools? 

(6) What in short arc the proposals in this Ordinance? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps to see that this Ordinance 
does not affect adversely the interests of the Indians there? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) 'riie Ordinance referred to by the Honourable 
Member has l)et‘n passed. It repeals the Non-Native Education Tax Ordi- 
nance, 1930, the proceeds from which were \itilised for educational expendi- 
ture on the different non-native communities according to their lespective 
contributions. 

(6) A copy of tlie Ordinanc(‘ has Ixen pl-uM*d in tiu' fiibrjiry of tljc 
House. 

(c) The Government of India ai*e already in correspondence with His 
Majesty's Government on the subject. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that tb(‘ Viovi'mincnt of Tangan\iku 
spend much more money on the education of Europeans than on the educa- 
tion of thf! Tndiau settlers in that ten*it<n*y? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: T would like the Honourable Member to put down 
a question on that subjeef. T eonld not say offhand. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: in spite of these Ordinam^es, do t!u‘ Government 
still think that the Indians there are very happy? 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai: I should say that no community in the world which 
is called upon to pay any tax is happy over that, but that does not neces- 
sarily imply general unhappiness in them. 


Appointment of an Indian as As.‘^ustant Atiu haft Inspittou. 

087. *Mr. Amar Nath Butt: (c) I?^ it a faet that the Government of 
India liavc invited applieations for the post of Assistant Aircraft Inspector 
through the High Commissioner in London? 

(b) If so, has any application been rccoivcal from qualified Indians'? 
What is tlie number of such applicants, if any? 

(c) Do Government propo.-^e to give preference to an Indian, provided 
a qualified Indian is available? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: fa), (h) and (c). The High rom- 
missioner has been asked to recruit a suitably qualified officer for the post 
of Assistant Aircraft Inspector in the Civil Aviation Directorate. Should 
there be Indians possessing the qualifications noeessnrv for this parti- 
cular post, snhie^i to the paramount no.eossit.v for securing efficiency, Cov- 
emment are preuar^d to give preference to an Indian. 



QUBSTKOIB XSDi AlfSWBRS. 


<3389> 


t 

Censorship of News sent to Fohbiok Newspapers. 

. , 988.'. '^Mr. K., 0. Neogy: (a) With Tafereuise to the answer given to a 
supplementary question in eoruiexiou with starred question No. 895, on tha 
16th March, 19B2, to the effect that immunity from censorship depends 
partly on “the responsibility of the nows agency or correspondent/’ sending 
news to foreign newspapers, will Government bo pleased to state by what 
standards is such “ responsibility “ judged and by whom? 

■ (b) Is news sought to be sent by cable by any responsible non-official 

Indian to any British or foreign newspaper liable to be subjected to cen- 
sorshi]), unlike news sent by any enrrespondent or ni^ws agency? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The practical test is whether the 
concession is or is not abused, and of that Government must clearly be 
the judge. 

(6) The arrangements in question relate to press messages only, and the 
ordinary procedure in other cases applies. 

I 

Revenue Saorifioed under Seotfon 49 of tub Indian Income-tax Act. 

989. ’*‘Mr. Bahimtoola M. Ohinoy (on behalf of Mr. IT. P. ^lody) : Will 
Governnient bo pleased to state what amount of revenue has been given 
lip by theun under sc(*lion 49 of flic Indian Income-tax Ai*t of 1922 during 
the last six years? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: A statement Is laid on the table. 


State?nent tihowing iht amount of refitndo granted undor Section 49 during tha yearJf 1925^26 

to 1930-31. 


Hs. 


1925-26 



r 


. 


• 


91,84.314 

1926-27 


m 


• 

• 


, 


1,06,90,863 

1927-28 
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, 

• 

• 

• 


96,68,078 

1928-29 


a 



• 

• 


• 

93,02,077 

1929-30 


, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1,08,31,287 

1930-31 



• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1,00,61,217 


Total . 6,96,37,836 


Exemptions, etc., under Section 60 of the Indian Tncome-tax Act. 

990. ♦Mr. Rahlmtoola M. Ohinoy (on behalf of Mr. H. P. Mody) : Will 
Government be pleased to state what exemptions, reductions in rate, op 
other modifications, if any, have been made in respect of Income-tax imder 
section 60 of the Indian Tncome-tax Act of 1922? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The information required by the 
Honourable Member is contain'd in paragraphs 17 and 17A of (lie lueonie- 
tax ‘Manual, a copy of which is kept in the Libran^ of the House. 


B 
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ExTRAOBDIKABY BbOBIPTS ” OF THB OOVBBNMBKT OF INDIA. 

991. Bahimtoola M. Ohiiioy (on belialf of Mr. H. P. Mod;); WiU 
Government be pleased to la; on the table a classified statement of the 
"Extraordinar; Beceipts” of the Govenunent of India during the last five 
years? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to Account No. 79- A. of the Finance and Bevenue 
Accounts of the years concerned. 

Training of Indian Cadets for the Royal Air Force. 

992. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav: (a) Will Government be oleased to state 
whether the policy laid before this House by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Ghief in his speech of the 8th of March» 1928, about reserving 
6 vacancies in each of the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and the 
Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, still continues in force? 

(6) What is the number of cadets admitted into each college up till 
now, and the dates of their admission there? 

(c) Have any of these completed their course and returned to India? 

(d) To what units are they attached? 

(e) Is there any provision made at present for cadets at the new Indian 
Military Academy, Dehra Dun, for Air Force or the Engineer Corps 
training ? 

Mr. O.. M. Young: (a) and (e). Indian Air Force cadets will continue to 
go to Cranwell for the preseni. But Indian cadets for the artillery, engi- 
neers and signals will, after this year, be sent for training to the Indian 
Military Academy. 

(5) Woolwich . — Two in September 1930, two in February 1931. two 
in September 1931, and three in Febmaiy 1932. Three more will join in 
September 1932. 

CramnelL — Six in September 1930, one in September 1931, and three 
in January 1932. Three more will join in September 1932. Of the six 
admitted in September 1930, one cadet was found unfit for training in flyingi 
and has been transferred to the Stores Branch. 

(c) and (d). None of the Indian cadets at Cranwell has yet completed 
the course. Two cadets have completed the course at Woolwich and are 
now undergoing a post-grad\iate course in England. 


Provision of Quarters for the Staff of the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, Pblhi. 

993. *Mr« D. X. Lahiri Ohaudhuxy (on behalf of Mr. Goswami M. B- 
Puri) : (a) Will Government please say what is the position at present 
regarding the provision of quarters for the staff of the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, Delhi? 

(b) If there is no likelihood of quarters being provided in the near 
future, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of allowing 
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[eased plots in Paharganj or Karol Bagh to such of thei staff of the 
Clearing Accounts Ol&ce who wish to build their own houses? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: {a) It has not been possible to provide funds for this 
puipose in the Budget for 1932-38, but the preparation of detailed plans 
and estimates is in hand, so that no delay may occur when money is 

available. 

(b) Government have so far received no applications, but the suggestion 
will be carefully considered. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are Government contemplating to send part of 
it to Madras? In that case the question of aoeoinniodation will not 
arise? 


Mr. F. B. Bau: No, Sir. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are Government contemplating to do away with 
the aitogelher as being an expensive and unnecessaiw waste? 

Mr. P. B. Rau: \o; whether it is a waste or not is a matter of opi- 
nion, Riv. 


ArcTTON OF Land in Karol Baoii and Paharoanj for Residential 

Quarters. 

q04. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Goswami M. R. 
Puri) : (rt) Th it a fact that Government are considering the auction of leased 
plots of land for residential quarters in Karol Bagh and Paharganj? 

(b) Is it also a fact that the staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office ajjplied to the Naxiil Officer for the grant of land in Karol Jhigh or 
Paharganj for residential quarters as great hardship was experienced in 
the matter of accommodation, house rents, etc.? 

(o) If so, will Government please say what steps arc being tiikon to 
help the staff who luivc to pay high rents? Is it a fact that many times 
ill this Ass(*ml)ly Governiinmt have shewn their intention to provide quarters 
for the staff? Is it a fact that nothing has been done in the matter so 
far and are Government aware that the hardships of the -^taff coniinue more 
so now-a-days on account of the 10 per cent, emergency cut recently 
imposed upon them? 

(d) If it is not possible at this stage to build quarters for them, are 
Govornmont prepared to consider their claims for the leased plots in Karol 
and Paharganj in preference to the outside public? 

Mr. P, R. Rau: (a) and (h). I am obtaining information on the points 
and wll lay a reply on the table in due course. 

(c) Government regret that financial stringency has stood in the way 

fhe building of quarters for the staff. 

(d) As I have already stated, any application will receive most careful 
^^isidcration. 

b2 
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Reintroduction of a Through Carriage between Lucknow and 
Bombay on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

99o. J. Ramsay Scott: (a) Are Government aware of the dis- 

continuance by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway authorities, with 
effect from the beginning of June 1931, of the upper "class through com- 
posite bogie carriage on the mail trains between Tiucknow and Bombay? 

(h) If the answer is in the allirmative, are Government aware of tlie 
great inconvenience caused to upper class passengers travelling between 
the United Provinces, and particularly Lucknow and Cawnporo, and 
Bombay by the discontinuance of this through service? 

(c) Are Government aware that the United Provinces Advisory (Com- 
mittee of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway have on three occasions 
recommended the re-introduction of this through bogie, either permanently 
or at least in connection with out-going and in-coming mail and passenger 
steamers and that the United Provinces Government have also, on the 
9th October, 1931, recommended to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
authorities the feasibility of running the through bogie composite on the 
Punjab mail trains during the months of March-April and October- 
November of each year? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Jhansi-Lucknow section of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway’ oilers the main and most direct route 
between Bombay and two-thirds of the United Provinces, including the 
important cities of Cawupore, Lucknow and Bareilly, and are Government 
prepared to provide on this route the same facilities for travel as are 
provided on the route from Jhansi to Delhi and recommend to the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway the re-introduction of the upper class througa 
composite bogie between Bombay and Lticknow’ via this route? 


Mr. P. R. Rau; {a) Vcs. 

(b) (government arc awan- of the inconvenience ctiuscd by the dis- 
continuance of the through service carriage. 

(r) Yes. 

{(], The Agent, Great Indian l^eninsula Railway, has been askerl to n- 
examine this matter. 

Supply of Filtered Water, Lkviting, etc., in Karol Baijr, Delhi. 

996. Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) Will Government please state 
whether the area comprising the suburbs of Delhi known as Karol Bagb 
is within the limit of Delhi Municipality and taxes such as house-tax an 
ground-tax are realised from the house owners within that area? 

(6) If so, will Government please state why facilities for the 
of filtered water, roads with drains and street lighting are not provide 
there? 

(c.) Is it a fact that the Proprietors’ Association, Karol 
ventilated through a memorial to the Chief Commissioner, j 

December 1931, their above grievances and no action has yet been taK. 
When is it likely that their grievances will be redressed f 

(d) As regards water supply to Karol Bagh, do Government 
to consider the advisability of a supply of water from the ^ 

which has recently been constructed close to the area, of Karol Bag 
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Mr. O. S. Bajpai: (d) Yes. 

(b) Street lighting has been providefl in a large part of the area and 
roads are reported to be in fair condition. Drainage and water supply 
Bcliemes have been w^orked out, but ai*e held in abeyance on account of 
financial stringency. 

(ii) Yes. As soon as funds permit. 

(d) The water-supply scheme which lias been worked out provides for 
supply from the new reservoir. 

Confiscation of the Privilege of Interview of certain Political 

Prisoners. 

997. Mr. S. G. Mitra: An* (.lovcrmiieiit aware ot thr f;vr:t that the 
privilege of interview of some C class political prisoners has been confis- 
cated for 6 months in the Ajmer Jail? What is their number and why 
have they been so punished? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With your penuissiun. Sir. 1 proposii to answer 
questions Nos. 097, 090 to 1(X)3 anfl 1005 to 1010 together. I’ho informa- 
tion is being eolleebvl and will be given t-o th<? House in due course. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Are Govcrnnient. aware find there is no non- 
olVicial visitor of the .Vjinor Central Jail, and if there is none, why? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 would like fo have notice of that question, 
please. 

InSITFFKUENCY OF(JlOTHES PROVIDEU FOR PRISONERS IN THE AjMER J AIL. 


998. "‘Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) .\ro Govevuinont aware of the iact that 
in Ajmer Central Jail only one jninjia is provided and not two as slated 
i)y Sir Evelyn Howell in reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's starred ques- 
tion No. 707 on March 9th, 1932? 

{h) Do not Governmeni. fi^cl that even for wasliing the tuu* janijia the 
prisonors have to remain almost naked? 

Sir Evelyn Howell, (a) “ One pair jf Janifiaa " means a single gar- 
ment. 

(h) No (louht that is so. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Does the Honourable Member ap})reciate the situation 
and would he like to continue the same situation, or does he want to give 
two pairs of jangiaa to each ? 

Sip Evelyn Howell: T shall consider the Honournhle .Member s sugges- 
tion. 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Does not the Honourable Member think that 
’ ^ practice is simply barbarous? 

Sir Evel3m Howell: It is most universal. Sir, in this coimtr\\ 



*864 LEGISLATXVB ASSEMBLY. [29tH MaR. 19B2. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Sln|^: Is it not monstrous that there is only a single 
pair of jangtas supplied, and while that is being washed, the prisoner has 
to remain absolutely naked? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, the question stated: 

“Do not Government feel that even for washing the one jangia the 
prisoners have to remain almost naked?” The answer given was that no 
doubt that was so. 

Mi. B. Das: ilay I inquire of the Honourable Member if it is the 
practice throughout all the jails in India to only allow one pair of jangias 
to the ordinary criminal prisoners and to allow them to remain naked 
while that pair is being washed? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I have studied the jail administra- 
tion with great care. Sir, but T could not, in reply to a supplementary 
question, commit myself to what is the practice in every jail in Indir.. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Ts the practice in question prevalent in all the jails 
in the centrally administered areas — ^namely, that only one single garment’ 
is supplied, and while that is being washed, the prisoner has to roinnin 
naked — or the practice is only confined to Ajmer? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I should like to avoid any possibility 
of giving the Honourable ^femhe** any inaccurate infoiTnation. t must 
therefore ask for notice. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Do Government realize the signific.ance of the 
reply of the Honourable the Foreign Secretary to this question? Is it 
really the position that the prisoners all over India or even in Ajmer jail 
have to remain naked while their single jangia is being washed? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I did not understand the statement 
of my Honourable friend to have that effect. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda: Is it in order that this kind of treat- 
ment to the prisoners in the Ajmer jail may not bo questioned or objected 
to by outsiders, that no jail visitors to Ajmer jail are appointed? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No, Sir. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Is it the desire of Government then to encourage 
the new naked cult in the prisons? (Laughter.) 

Confinement in a Dark Cell of a Prisoner in the Ajmer Central 

Jail. 

1999. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that Sjt. Narsingh Das has been 
kept in a dark cell in the Ajmer Central Jail? If so, why? 

Hunger Strike of a Prisoner in the Ajmer Jail. 

+1000, ‘Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware of the fact that Mas^ 
Iiakshmi Narain has been on hunger strike since 1st March, 1932, in tke 
Ajmer Centvol Jail? What are the reasons? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 997. 
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Removal under the Ordinance of Private Money by the Ajmer 

Police. 

flOOl. *Hr* 8. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware of the fact that the 
Ajmer Police while searching some places for Congress moneys on 17th 
February, 1932, took away private moneys of the persons for whom the 
notice under section 3 of sub-section 7 of Ordinance No. IV of 1932 was 
meant and also of their family members, though the attention of the 
Police Officer, Sardar Ishwar Singh, was drawn and objection raised by 
Mr. Srilal, B.A., LL.B., Vakil, that he was not authorised to take away 
private moneys? 

Auction of Private Property in the Gandhi Ashram at Hatundi. 

tl002. ♦Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Gandhi Ashram. 
Hatundi, is a notified area? 

(6) Arc Government aware of the fact that the private properties of 
the inmates of the Ashram and the furniture of the Ashram School have 
also been auctioned? 

Akrest of a Shopkeeper for flying the Congress Flag. 

\ 1003. ♦Mr. 8. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware of the fact that the 
national was flying on the 20th January, 1932, on an open roof m 
Ghasity Moholla, Ajmer and that Seth Kalyan Mai, a shopkeeper, was taken 
into custody, abused by the Sub-Inspector, detained the whole day, was 
forced to apologise and then released, though the said Kalyan Mai inform- 
ed the police of his ntten* ignorance in this matter at the very outset? 

Alleciattons aroxtt the “ Deoli Detenus Camp 

1004. ^Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) How many prisoners are there at present 
in the Deoli detenus camp? 

(b) Are Government aware that these detenus are assaulted by the 
staff on the slightest pretext and the Superintendent recommends kicks 
when the\ ask for medicine? 

(c) Are Government aware of the fact that ono Bengali gentleman, who 
happened to pass by the camp, was brutally assaulted to unconsciousness 
and that po(.iple passing by the camp are generally maltreated wd 
molested ? 

(d) Is there any nou-ofticiai visit'^r in Deoli Camp; if not, are Govern- 
ment prepared to appoint one now? 

The Honourable 8ir James Orerar: (a), (b) and (e). There are no 
detenus at present in the proposed Deoli Camp Jail which has not yet 
been opened. The Honourable Member will therefore realise that 
the allegations! are without any foundation. 

(d) Non-official visitors will be appointed in due course if and when the 
Camp Jail is opened. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Will not the non-official visitors be of the usual 
t oady c lass? 

tFor aniiwer to this (question, sef answer to question No. 997. 
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Mr., Oaya Prasad Singli: May I take it that there is not one {irisoner 
at present oonfined in the Deoli jail? 

Tile Honourable Sir James Orerar: There Is none. 

Abbkst ok Youno Boys in Ajmeb. 

flOOo. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (d) Are (lOveriinuMit aware of tlie fact that 
m Ajmer young boys below 16 are put under arrest and set free after 
having been strippe<l of their clothing? Will they state under which law 
or Ordinance all this is being done? 

(b) Are (loverninoiit aware of the fact that six boys under the age of 16 
while making some demonstrations in the court compound of Ajmer, were 
arrested and summarily convicted for lurking and house trespass and 
flogged ? 

(c) Do Government intend to issue instructions to Local Governments 
for the discontinuance of flogging ? 

Class iFiOATioN of Prisoners in the Ajmer (Central Jail. 

tl006. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) How many political prisoners are there 
at present in Ajmer Central Jail and how arc they classified? Why is 
none considered eligible for ‘B* class? 

{b) Do Government think that there was any mistake in the ciassifioa- 
tion of political prisoners during the civil disobedience movement of 1980- 
1931? If not, will they state reasons why prisoners formerly classed ‘A" 
are now awarded ‘C’ class, e.g., Messrs. Baijnath Mahodaya, B.A., 
•Qopikishan, Narsinghdas, Ladliurain, Ramadevi, Bhikamsingh, Nitynnand 
Nagar. Rishidutt Mehta, Govardhan and others? 

CLA.ssiFrcATroN OF Prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail. 

tl007. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Arc Government aware of the fact that 
prisoners are generally classified a long time after their conviction and 
during this interval persons of even high academical qualifications and 
social status are given ‘C* class treatment? Do Government propose to 
ask the Ajmer-Merwara administration to^ advise Magistrates to classify 
people at the time of conviction? 

Classification of Prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail. 

11008. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please state whether 
Mrs. Shoba Lall Gupta lias been put in ‘C’ class in the Ajmer jail while 
Mr. Shoba Lall has been awarded ‘A’ class? If so, why? 

Standard of Diet of “C ” Class Prisoners in Ajmer. 

11009. ♦Mr 8. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
reasons why there has been a. change in the standard of diet allowed to 
‘C’ class prisoners in Ajmer this year from that allowed during the civil 
disobedience movement last year? 

(b) Is it n fact that the standard of diet last year was: — Wheat flour 
12 ebataks. Ghi'c 1 chatak. Dal 3 chataks, Vegetable 2 chataks, private 
cooking allowed and the standard of diet this year is — Half-baked Rotees 
and bla^ Dal, boiled leaves of vegetables? 

'^For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 907. 
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COEN-aBINDiNO LaBOUE GIVEN TO POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

tlOlO. *Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) How many of the political prisoners in 
iVjnier were given corn-grinding labour at the outset? Is it not a fact that 
lihis is the general practice with nearly all the political prisoners for some 
lays in the beginning? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to explain the justification in giving 
corn-grinding labour to people like Prof. Gokul Lall, M.A., a thin man 
of about 80 lbs. an ‘A* class prisoner, Mr. IT. S. ])eshpande, B.Sc. and 
Mr. Baij Nath Mahodaya, 11. A., in the Ajmer Central Prison? 

(c) Is it a fact that one political prisoner was put in a dark cell for 
not being able to gi’ind full ];5 seers? 

Hun(jer Strike of Political Prisoners in Ajmer. 

‘JOll. '"Mr. S. G. Mitra: Is if a fact that a nurnhea* of political prisoners 
ill Ajmer Central Jail went on hunger-strike recently? What was the 
exact nuiuber of tliesc hunger-strikers? What is the cause and the 
duration of the luingcr-strike? How did it end? 


OlMPLAlNT ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS IN THE AJMKH CENTRAL 

Jail. 


11012. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Pt. Jaiiiaraiii Vyas, Secre- 
tary of the Beawar District Congress Committee, was abused by a warder 
in the Ajmer Central Jail and on complaint to the Jailor, the latter refused 
to ask the warder to apologise? Is it a fact that the Jailor himself twisted 
the ear of and slapped Sjt. Diirga Prashad Choudhary, Captain of Pro- 
vincial Volunteer Corps, and kicked and otherwise assaulted Sjt. Lai 
Chand a volunteer? Is it a fact that these among others were the 
causes of hunger-strike referred to in the preceding question? 

(b) Is it a fact that water was not supplied to Mr. Vyas for two days 
while ho was on Jiunger-strike and that food was not given for more than 
one day to all *C/ class political prisonei's, although they went on only 
a single day's sympathetic hunger-strike? 

(c) What punishmenls, if any, have been awarded to the hunger- 
stinkers by the jail authorities? How' many have been so punished? 

Conditions ok Interviews with Political Prisi>neks in the Ajmer 

0:ntral »Tail. 

11013. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware that interviews with 
political prisoners in the Ajmer Jail are generally allowed only on Sundays; 
that this practice is enforced even in the case of imdertrial prisoners; that 
l^his practice is not in accordance with the Jail rules ; that ladies and gentle- 
i^eri have to stand in tlio sun outside the Jail while interviewing the poli- 
tical prisoners ; that interview's even wdth *A* class prisoners are held under 
similar circumstances and that it was not so last year when all political 
prisoners, whether in ‘A* or ‘C’ class, w'erc alhwed interviews sitting inside 
1^0 Jail? Will Government bo pleased to state reasons for this change? 


+For answer to this question. answor to quostion No. 997. 
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Alleged Harassing of Prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail. 


tl014. ""Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Qovemment aware that' there is a great 
discontent among prisoners, their friends and relatives, against the gene* 
rally humiliating autocratic harassing and differential treatment meted 
out by the Jailor of the Ajmer Central Jail? Is it a fact that the Jailor 
refused to deliver some articles of dress, toilet, books, etc., to Messrs. 
Shoba Lall and Haribhan, ‘A* class prisoners, on the ground that he could 
accept articles only if similar things were brought for all ‘A* class prisoners? 

i \ ! 

Record of W fjohts of Political Prisoners in the Ajmer Central 

Jail. 


11015. *Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Will Governtnent be pleased to place on 
the table the record of the weights of all the political prisoners in the 
Ajmer Central Jail 2 

(6) Is it a fact that Messrs. Raij Nath Mahodaya, 11. S. Deshpande, 
Bhikam Ringh and some more have lost 10 fo 15 lbs. of weight? 

I 

Dis.\llow.an(’K of a IIelioiox's Book to a Prison kr in th e Ajmer Central 

•Iail. 

tlOlO. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Aro (Toverninent aware of the fact that even 

a religious book like Atharwa Waid was disallowed to prisoner Gopikishan 

in the Ajmer Central Jail and no reason was assigned for this? 

1 

i 

Provision of a Non-Official Visitor for TirK Ajmer Central Jaii.. 

tl017. *Mr, S. 0. Mitra: Is there a non-official visitor for Ajmer Central 
Jail? If not, why not? Do Government propose to appoint one now? 

Lack of 8oap and Oil in the Ajmer (!entkaIj Jail. 

flOlS, *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is^it a fact that washing soap and oil are not 
allowed even to lady prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail? 

Alleged Objectionable Methods in Search for Congress Funds 
adopted BY" THE POLICE INSPECTOR, AJMER. 

tl019. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Do Government know that during searches 
for Congress money Sardar Ishwar Singh, Police Inspector, Ajmer, put 
altogether impertinent and unnecessary qiuistions even to the ladies, and 
searched even household utensils, glass phials, clothing, empty match 
boxes ,etc., and that the Police took away private money for which they were 
not authorised by warrants? Do Government propose to hold an enquiry 
into the matter? 

(b) Will Government please state why the account books cuiTent and 
old of some firms taken away during the searches, have not been returned 
even up to this time, though about a month has passed since they were 
taken away? 


tFor saiBvver to this question, answer to question No. 997. 
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CiiOTHiNo Allowance op Bbitish and Indian Troops. 

1020. *Mr. B. Das: (a) What was the total amount of clothing allow- 
ance paid for the year 19«30-81. 

(i) to British troops; 

(ii) to Indian troops; 

(iii) to the British soldiers; and 

(iv) to the Indian soldiers? 

(b) What proportion of the sum so paid is in respect of actual clothing 
and what proportion in respect of cleaning materials, repairs and other 
similar heads? 

(c) Is it a fact that troops are under obligation to purchase all regu- 
lation items of clothing through the Quartermaster’s store of the unit to 
which they belong? 

(d) How much of the amount paid as clothing allowance is received 
back by Government through the Quartermaster’s stores? 

(e) What becomes of the balance allotted for purchase of regulation 
items of clothing? Is this balance rctauied by the soldier? 

(/) Will the Army Secrcjtary lay on the table a copy of the regulations 
covering the pa\ merit of clothing allowance and a complete statement 
showing how this lialanco is spent? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) fi) Its. 

(ii) l{s. 

(iii) lls. ‘fi-l-O, a yt*ar. 

(iv) Its. a year. 

(b) TIk’ proponions an* iVi'H pi*r cent, and 37*2 per cent, in the case 
of a British soldiia*. anil 82 per cent, and 18 per cent, in the case of an 
Indian soldier. 

(c) Vcs. 

(d) HT) })cr ceiii. «if tlu* total allowance or per cent, of that part 

of llu* allowance wiiicli is meant for the up-keep of authorised clothing 
and necessaries. 

(e) Th(^ l)alan(*e is retained by the soldier. 

(/) The Honourable AIeml>er is referred to paragraphs loO to 201 o£ 
the tMothiug Megulations, India, and Army Instructions (India) No. B.97 
of 1920, Nos. 30 and 40 of 1030 and No. ilO of 1931. If the Honourable 
Member wishes to know the scales on which the soldier is required to 
maintain personal clothing and necessaries, I would refer him to pages 119 
to ir)2 of the Clothing Ih'giilations. If however he wishes to loiow how 
each soldier spends that portion of his allowance which he does not spend 
in the Quartermaster’s store. T am afraid that the information is unob- 
tainable. 

Reokuttment of Punjabi Mussalmans to Guard Army Headquarters. 

1021. ’^ Sardar 0*. N. Mujumdar: (a) Is it a fact that fourteen Punjabi 
Mussalmans have been recruited to guard the Army Headquarters in New 
^Qlhi and Simla? 
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(b) What was the reason for their recruitment? Has there occurred 
any special necessity for doing so after the Great War? 

(c) What extra expenditure hds been caused to Government through 
this ? From what Grant are they paid and what is the amount that each 
recruit receives ? 

(d) Are Government aware that many frictions have occurred between 
these gate-keepers and the Army Headquarters staff? 

(e) Do Government propose to dispense with their services? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(h) To i)iwent tlie> entry of unauthorised ])orsons into Army Headquar- 
ters. 'J^he roi)ly to the last portion is in the affirmative. 

(c) The additional expenditure amounts to about Hs. 4,840 ])er annum. 
The gate keepers are paid from the Army Estimates at the following rate: 

One Xon-Gommissioued Olhcer-in-CMiarge — h's. 30-8-0 pt'r mensem. 
-Eomainder — 11s. 25-8-0 ])or mensem. 

(d) Xo, Sir. 

(e) Xo, Sir, for (he rt*ason stated in the reply 1o ])art (h). 


Barbed Wire Fence roitnd the Office of the Quartermaster General 

IN Simla. 

1022. '^Sardar G. N. Mujumdar: (a) Is it a fact that the offices of the 
Quartermaster General in India in Simla, have been fenced with barbed 
wire entanglements after the recruitment of the gale-keepers? What was 
the amount spent on them? 

(6) Why was this entanglement not considered during the Great War 
and what special reason is there for it during normal times? 

(-c) I 3 it a fact that the building in which His Excellency the Coin- 
mander-in-Ghief lias his office has not yet been similarly fenced? If so, 
will Government be pleased to state' why ihe building in whicdi the 
Quartermaster General in India works has been lericed ! 

(d) What is the necessity for Ibis fence when cx-soldicrs picket the 
Quartermaster General’s Branch? 

(e) Do Government pixipose to remove the barbed wire fencing? H 
not, %vhy not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes; the amount spent was Rs. 2,230. 

(6) To prevent, the entry of unauthorised persons into Army Head- 
quarters. 

fr) Barbed wire fencing is not necessary in the* building refc?rri‘d to, 
as it is already protected by barriers and gates. 

(d) TIh* gatekeepers are stationed at the open gates. The object 
the fencing is io prevent unauthorised persons entering the bniWii'n 
other points. 

(e) Xo, 8ir, for the reasons given in my reply to part (d) of this 
question. 
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I 

Ayurvedic Dispensaries in Delhi and Lack of Sikh Hakims or 

Vaids. 

1023. ^Sardar Sant Singh: (a.) Is it a fact that there are 2 Unani and 3 
Ayurvedic Dispensaries at Delhi and New Delhi run by the Delhi and 
New Delhi Municipalities? If so, in which localities and when were they 
opened ? 

(6) Js it also a fact tliat there is no Bikh Hakim or Vaid working in any 
of these dispensaries I If so, who an* (lie gentlemen employed in these 
dispensaries and what are their qualifications, pay and other allowances? 

(c) Is there any likelihood of there being any addition in the establish- . 
ment of the Hakims or Vaids in the near future or in 1932 under any of 
these Municipalities? If so, under what categories and when? 

(d) If tJic rcpl^ to part (r;) be in the affirmative, are Government pre- 
pared to order the recruitment of a Bikh Hakim in the next vacancy? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai: (a) Yes. A statement showing where these dispen- 
saries are located and when they were opened, is laid on the table. 

(/>) Yes. A statement giving tin* i-est of the information asked for by 
the Honourable Member is also laid on the table. 

(cj and (tl). A Hakim will bt* required for thi new Unani dispensary 
which is to 1 ) 1 * opened in New Delhi during the next financial year. 
Applications have been invited and the (daims of Sikh candidates will be 
duly considered with others when a selection is made. 


» 

Sfate>ae>tt re ferred to in fepbj to pari (a) oj starred qnestiem No, 1023. 


Unani dispensary at riiandni Mahal, Delhi 
.\yurve<lio dispensary at Nai Sarak, Delhi , 

Unani dispensary at Sabzimandi* Delhi 
.\yiirve<li<* dispensary at Ajmeri Gate, Delhi 
.•\ynrvedi<* dispensary at Gol Market at New Delhi 


Opened. 

1925.26 

1925.26 

1927-28 

192S-29 

1930 


State itienf referrn! In in tn /tart (//'I or <farred question .Vt7. 1023, 

There are >even Vaids aii<l Hakims employed in the dispensiiries. five Hindus 
and two Muhammadaixsi. Four are in ihe grade of Rs. 70 -4 — 100 p. m., with free 

quarters, two in the grade of Us. 4C--3--70 p. rn. and one on a pay of Rs. 50 p. m 
As regards qualifications, excepting the Vaid in charge of the Ayurvedic dispensar\'. 
at. New Delhi who has pa.s.*^d the Ayurvedirharya examination of the AlMncUa 
Ayurvaids Maha Mandal ami Vidya Pith of Madras in 1925 and is a graduate in 
Medicine of the Ourukul ^ledical (’’ollege, Gurnkul University, Hardwar, all of 
them fiilfd the conditions laid down hy rules framed hy the Local .Vdministraiioii, 


Txobease of Percentaoe after Retrenchment of Hindhs in the 

ARCHiEOLOOtOAT. DEPARTMENT. 

1024. •Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismidl Khan (on behalf of Mr. M. 
Maswood Ahmad) : (o) Will Government kindly state the percentage of the 
Hindu. Muslim, and European Officers in the Archreological Department. 
Class T, before and after retrenchment? 
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“ (lb} Is it a fact that the percentage of the Bindu officers has consider* 
ably increased as compared with that of the Muslims? 

(e) Is it a fact that while European and Muslim officers of six or seven 
gears’ service have been retrenched a Hindu officer has been appointed only 
in July last? If so, how do Ck)vemment justify his appointment? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai: (a) A statement giving the infonnation required is 
laid on the table. 

(b) Only slightly owing to decrease in the European strength of the 
DepaHment. 

(c) Yes; this officer has been retained in view of his special technical 
.qualifications. 


^Statement showing the percentages of Hindu, Muslim and European officers in the 
Archccological Survey of India before and after retrenchment. 



Before reftrenchment. 


Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Kuropeans. 

52-4 

28*6 

14-3 


Afttr retrenchment. 


57-9 

31-5 

5-3 


New Appointments in the Income-tax Department in tite Punjab, 
North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1025. *B3ian Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government please lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of the following appointments 
made in the Income Tax Department, Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
Delhi Provinces, in connection with the sur-charge and lowering of taxable 
limit from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 1,000? 


Name of Appointment. 

Total No. employed, Muslims. 

Income-tax Officers 



Inspectors ... 

• 


Head Clerks .... 

• 


Head Assistants .... 

- 


Assistant Clerks 

• 



The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster: The information is being obtain 
ed and will be laid on the table in due course. 

Employment of Muslims in the Income-tax Department. 

1026.*Khaii Bahadur HaJi Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government ploase 
give a detail of the assistant clerks employed for surcharge and ordinary 
work» and for Income Tax Officers? 
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(b) Is it a fact that most of the Muslims have been employed speoifi**^ 
cally for surcharge work and that all of them will be turned out in March? 

(c) If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of re- 
taining the Muslims in such a number as to remove the previous inadequacy 
in the representation of Muslims in the Income Tax Department? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Certain information is being 
obtained and a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Disposal of Establishment Cases in the Income-tax Department 

IN THE Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1027. *Klian Bahadur Haji Walihuddin: Is it a fact that all the estab- 
lishment cases in the Income Tax Department are dealt with by a non- 
gazetted Superintendent in preference to a gazetted Personal Assistant to 
the Commissioner in the Provinces of Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
Delhi? If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
assigning the whole or part of the establishment work to tlio gazetted 
oilicer? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Establishment cases, like other 
tiles, arc submitted to the Commissioner of Income-tax, Punjab, North- 
West Frontier Province and Delhi by a Superintendent who is a non- 
Gazetted officer since there is no regular Gazetted Personal Assistant. 
They are dealt uith by the Commissioner himself. 

The (lovorniiient an» not prepared to interfere with th(‘ Connnissionor’s 
discretion as to the distribution of work in his office. 

Appointment of a Mt:sum as Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax. 

1028. *E[han Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that Government 
have never appointed a IMiislim Assistant Commissioner so far? If so, 
do they propose to give the next appointment to a Muslim? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: T presumi> that the Honourable 
Member’s question relates to the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province 
and Delhi. No ilussalman has hitherto been appointed as Assistant Com- 
(missiouer in these Provinces. It is not likely that any early vacancy will 
occur, and I eamiot foretell what promotion will be made when it does 
‘X'cur. I ean only say that promotions must, according to the Gov- 
rniincnt/s s(*ltled jiractici*, he regulated primarilv witli referenee to the 
qiialilieations and claims of individual officers and the interests of effi- 
ciency rather than by communal qualitication. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Commissioner of Income-tax in the 
Punjab, North-We.st Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1029. ’^Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that the post of 
fhe Income Tax Commissioner in the Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
Delhi is reserved for an I. C. S. officer? 

(fj) If so, arc Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
appointing a Muslim I. C. S. officer to that post? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: {a) Tlie post of Commissioner 
Income-tax is not reserved for the I. C. S. At present three Income- 
Commissionerships are hold by officers who arc not members of the 
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I. C. S.. niirJiidiu" llio post of Commissioner, Punjab, North-West Froii 
tier ProviiUH* mtuI Delhi to which the Honourable Member refers. 


(b) The aim of tlu' Government is to till these Commissionerships b\ 
promotion witliiii the Department as far as possible and such promotioi 
is not regulated by commiiiial eonsukrations. 1 might mention as a rnaitei 
of interest dial, of the two Indians who at [iresent hold posts as Com 
missiouers of Iiieome-tax, one is a Mussalman and the other a Parsi. 
far as can i)e foreseen no vacancy in I ho appointment of Commissionca* oi 
Income-tax, Jbuijab, North-West Frontier Province and Delhi is likelv tc 
occur in the near future. 


Bye-Laws for Sweetmeat Shops an d Meat Shops in Delhi. 


1030. '‘Bliai Parma Kand: (a) Is it a fact that the Health Officer of 
Delhi (;ity .Municipality, eonsideriug the insanitary state of meat shops 
ill Delhi, trained certain In e-lnws about six years ago for their better super- 
vision ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Health Officer originally did not think it 
necessary to frame byc-laws for sweetmeat shops, but later on he did so? 

(c) Is it a fact that these bye-laws were unanimously passed by the 
Executive Committee but were not confirmed at the ordinary meeting 
for a veiw long time? 

(d) Is it a fact that when these were passed, no Christian member was 
present in the connnittno? 

(e) Is it a fact tliat these bye-laws were unanimously passed? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Health Officer considered the framing of bye- 
laws as urgent in the (*aso of meat shops but not in the case of sweetmeat 

shops? 

(g) Is it a fact tliat the Local Government have given their approval 
to the sweetmeat shops bye-laws but withheld tlieir approval for the meat 
shop bye-laws? 

(//) Is it a fact that almost all the meat shops arc owned by the Muslims 
and Ti'Ost of tlic swootin(*ni shops by Hindus? 

( 2 *) If flic reply to parts fr) and (fi is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleaded to state the reasons that led the Honourable Chief Com- 
missioner to make this distinction? . 


Mr. O. S. Bajpai: 'Material for answering the question is being collected, 
and the information asked for by the Honourable Member will ho laid on 
the tabl ^ in due course. 


PREViors Service of Mii. Monoiiab Lal, now in the Office or the 
Director of Oronances (Provision). 

1031. ^Mr. B. N. Hisra (a) With reference to part (b) of the repk to 
anstarred question No. 133, dated the 7th March, 1982, is it a fact t ® 
Mr. Man«.har Lal was not recruited from the Ferozepore Arsenal for 
in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision)" 

(I)) Is it a fact that prior to transfer to his present office Mr. Manohtf 
Lal was serving as Assistant Cashier of the Qiiartormast(*r Gcnorii 
Branch which he entered some 12 years ago? 
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(o) If the answers to parts (a) and (k) above be in the affirmative, will 
Government please say how they reconcile the two facts as explained by 
them in par^ (a) and (b) of the answer given on the 7th March, 1982? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Mr. Manohar Lall was recruited from the 
Foro'/epore Arsenal in 1920, for service in the office of the Director of 
()rduanc*€^ Services, wlii(^li then included the present office of the Assistant 
Director of Ordnance Services (Provision). 

(6) yes. Mr. Manohar Lall was employed as an Assistant Cashier in 
the Quart crinasier General's Branch from the 1st April 1924 to the 31st 
March 1929, 

(r) Mr. Manohar Lall was originally recruited from an arsenal. More- 
over, the orders at j^rosent in force were issued in October, 1929^ and had 
reference to future recruitment only, and not to promotion. 

Pkevious Service of Mr. Monohak Lal, now in the Office of the 
Director of Ordnances (Provision). 

*Mr. B. N. I(ll8ra:(a) With reference to parts (b) and (c) of the 
rej)iy to unstarred question No. 135, dated 7th March, 1032, is it a fact 
that until the date of his latest promotion to the upper-time scale, Mr. 
Monohar Lal was carrying the Cashier s allowance with him, the amount, 
having been merged into his lower-time scale assistant's pay? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, how do Govern- 
iiioiib reconcile the discrepancy between the answ»er given on the 7th March, 
and that now given? 

Mr, O'. M. Young: (a) and (b). The Cashier's allowance was merged 
iiuo Mr. Manohar Lall's initial pay in the 1st Division as a persona? 
allowance to be absorbed by subsec|ueiit increments, in order to protect him 
agninst a reduction in his einoluiueuts on promotion, and not in consi- 
deration of Ills porfonning the duties of a Cashier iu addition to other 
duties. 

KETRENCMME^T OF THE APPOINTMENTS IN ArsKNAIS OF CERTAIN Wen 

erouoiit from Arsenals to Army Hkadql arters. 

*Mr. B. N. Milsra: (a) With reference to parts (a) and (b) of the 
reply to unstarrod question No. 137, ‘vill Government please state the 
Jiiiinber of men on lower rates of pay who have been brought up from 
ursonnis to replace the six Army Headquarters clerks? 

(b) - In view" of the fact that they have not been replaced on the arsenal 
establishments, will Government please say whether these men were not 
^nrplns to the requirements of the arsenals from which they have come? 

(c) Having regard to the crying need for retrenchment everywhere, 
do Government propose to consider the possibility of reducing the number 
of men in the arsenals by six? 

(d) Is it a fact that the saving effected by reducing the six Army Head- 
Quarters clerical appointments is being utilized to finance the two posts of 
Superintendents now created temporarilv, and that the reduction of the 
’^ix clerks bears no connexion with the lower paid arsenal clerks? 


0 
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Mr, O. M. Young: (a) Nine clerks have been brought up from arsenaU 
temporarily, not to replace the six Army Headquarters clerks, whose ap- 
pointments w('re abolished, but to assist in the introduction of a new 
j)roeediire for the ( 30 iitrol of stores. 

(b) They w ere not surplus to requirements in arsenals, from which they 
have been temporarily spared in order to carry out urgent reorganisation 
Avork at Anny Headquarters. 

(c) The matter will be considered when the reorganisation work at 
Army Headquarters has been completed. 

Cd) Yes. 

Duties of Mek promoted in the Office of the Assistant Director of 
Ordnance Services (Provision). 

1034. '‘^Mr. B. N. Misra: Is it a fact that the duties of the men who 
have been lately promoted Superintendents and upper-lime scale assistants 
in the oflSce of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision), 
Army Headquarters, have undergone no change? 

Mr. O. H. Young: There has been no change in the duties of assistants 
who Avero formerly employcfl as Superintendents a!nd havi^ now been 
graded as such, hut the duties of assistiints promoted to the upper time 
scale have increased. 

Promotion of a (Jashibr in the Office of the Assistant Director of 
Ordnance Services (Provision). 

1035. *Mr. B. N, Misra: Is it a fact that a Cashier has boon promoted 
to the upper-time scale in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance 
Services (Provision) and are Government prepared to instruct all their 
offices that there is no bar against a cashier rising to a suporintendentship? 

Mr. O. M. Young: No, Sir. The assistant after promotion was not 
employed solely as a cashier, but combined that with various other duties. 
The latter part of the question does not therefore arise. 

Theft by British Soldiers in the Bareilly British Infantry Bazar. 

1036. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a dacoity was committed by the British soldiers 
on the 24th December, 1930, at Bareilly British Infantry Bazar and the 
Sessions Judge at Bareilly convicted some of the soldiers with imprison- 
ments ranging from 3 years to 3 months? 

(b) Is it a fact that though the matter was reported to the military 
authorities at Bareilly the next morning after the occurrence and they 
were satisfied (by the discovery of some of the lost articles in the box 
of one of the soldiers and by the identification of the bed irons left behind 
in the shops as belonging to the barracks) that the soldiers had somethin? 
to do with the dacoity the military authorities refused to allow the Civil 
Police to make a search of the barracks till after the expirv of 2 weeks? 

(r) Was any departmental enquiry made by the Officer Command- 
ing or any other military authority on the part played by the soldiers in 
this dacoity and were any of the soldiers other than those convicted by the 
Sessions Judge of Bareilly dealt with departmentally ? 
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{d) la it a fact that at the hearing of the case at the Session Court 
the more serious charges such as committing dacoity and being in posses- 
sion of articles stolen in a dacoity were not pressed and the indictment 
was for minor oftcnccs of theft, etc.? 

{e) Will Government state whether they have perused the judgment 
oi "jhe Sessions Tudge at Bareilly (Trial No. 3 of 1931) and the connected 
papers and considered the question as to whether condign punishment has 
been meted out to the offenders? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(h) No, Sir. A search was carried out in. the lines of the 1st Battalion, 
The Duke of Cornwaira Light Infantry, in the presence of civil police 
officials, on the day following that of the dacoity. 

(c) A military Court of Enquiry was held on the 29th December. The 
enquiry proved abortive, as civilian witnesses failed to identify any of the 
soldiers. The case was then handed over to the Civil Police. 

(d) No, Sir. 

{e) Government have read the judgment, and g^ee no reason to question 
it. 


C<)MFEN.SATIC»>' FOK Th EFT iiY BrITI.SH ^(>1.1)1 KRS IN TTfK BKITTSH I N FAN TRY 

Bazar, Bakeilly. 

1037. *Mr. K. P. Thampan; Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether they received any memorials from some of the shop- 

keepers at Bareilly Brilish Infantry Bazar, praying that 
they may be compensated for the loss suffered by them in 
the dacoity committed by the British soldiers on tho 24th 
of December, 1930. and their petitions were rejected; 

(b) whether Gov<M*nment have been gi\dng any compensation to 

tho sufferers in cases of such excesses committed by the 
soldiers; and 

whether tiu'y are prepared to (-onsider the desirability of doing 
something to allay the discontent? 

Mr, O. M. Young: (a) Petitions have been received at Army Head- 
<iiiartera. 

(l>) No. 

(c) Government are not liable to pay compensation in such cases, nor 
IS it their practice to do so. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: May I know whether the Government have 
consulted their legal advisers and made sure that there is no le.gal obliga- 
tion to make good the losses sustained by these people in this dacoity? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The answer isi in the negative. 

Construction of a Roman CATiionio Church at Minoatjidon 

Cantonment. 

1038. ^Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf of Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi); 
(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the plans and estimates 
the Mingaladon Cantonment Roman Catholic church have been com- 
pleted and sanctioned? 

ic 2 
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(6) Are Government prepared to take necessary steps and issue necessary 
instructions for the early completion of the church? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state when they expect the church 
to be available for the British troops ip the Mingaladon Cantonment? 

The Honourable Sir George Bginy: (a) A plan and a preliminary esti- 
mate relating to the project were received, but have recently been returned 
to the Local Government for further scrutiny in cert^ain respects. 

(b) and (c). I am afraid it is not at present possible to say when the 
church can bo built. Owing to the exi£4:ing financial stringency. Govern- 
ment have been compelled to postpone expenditure on all new civil major 
works. 


Racial Discrimination by the British India Steam Navigation Co. 

IN disembarking jpASSENOERS. 

1080. ’"Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf of Mr. Jeliangir K. Miinshi) : 

(a) Is it a fact that the British India Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., issue 
‘‘Debarkation Passes ’’ at Eangoon and Calcutta to Asiatic passengt?rs and 
not to Kiiropean and American passengers? 

(b) Is it a fact that European and American passongcTs are allowed 
to disembark and pass through the gate at Bnngoon and Calcutta without 
any “Debarkation Pass’*? 

(c) Is it a fact that Asiatic passengers — even first and second clasi> 
Asiatic passengers — are not allowed to disembark and pass through the 
gate at Rangoon and Calcutta without being called upon to produce the 
“Debarkation Passes” Issued bv the British India Steam Navigation Co., 
Ltd.? 

(d) What is the object of the British India Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., 
in observing this racial discrimination and hi imposing this restraint 
on Asiatic passengers? 

(c) Are the Government of Tiulia prepared to issue noec seary order?? 
to stop this practice? 

ThB Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India are not 
in possession of the information asked for. Enquiries arc, however, being 
made from the local authorities, and on receipt of the information, a reply 
will be laid on the tabic of the House. ^ 


Alleged Racial Discrimination rx the Medical Examination of TjAdv 

PA.SSENOERS EMBARKING AT CALCUTTA FOR R ANGOON. 

irviO. •Sirdar Sohan Singh fon lichalf of Mr. Johnngir K. Miinshi): 
(n) If; it a fact that first and second class Enropenn and Amorienn lad\ 
passcngcps arc allowc^d to (mibnrk at Calcutta for Rangoon without any 
medical examination and without b^ing passed by the Calcutta Port 
Healtli Officer or bis Assistants? 

(b^ Is it a fact that first and second class Asiatic lady passengers are 
not allowed to embark at Calcutta for Rangoon without medical examina- 
tion or without being passed by the Calcutta Port Health Officer or InV 
Assistants? 
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(c) What is the object of the Calcutta Port authorities in observing 
this racial discrimination? 

(d) Are the Government of India prepared to issue necessary orders 
to stop this practice? 

Sir Frank Noyce: The information a&ked for by the Honourable Mem- 
ber is being obtained and will be furnished to the House in due course. 

Distfnction between Light and Heavy •‘Lathi " (‘hakges. 

1041. ‘"Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf of Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi): 

(a) Will (lOveniDKUit bi^ pleased to explain the distincition between a 
“light Iiithi" cliavgu and a “lieav\ lathi*’ charge? 

(h) Have the Govornment of India prescribed, by any official circular 
or instnudions issued to any of the local Governments, what kind of 
“lathies” are to be used by the Police in charging or dispersing crowds? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The answer would depend on the 
context in whicli these phrases were used. The reference might bo to the 
meaL-^ures of force it was nectissary to use, or to the kind of lathis used. 

(b) No. This is a matter entirely within the competence of the Local 
(roveniments. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh: Will the Honourable Member give a physical 
demonstration on the door of this House as to what a light lathi charge 
is an distinguished from a heavy lathi charge? (Laughter.) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Not on the Members of the Assembly. 

Subjection of Women to Lathi (‘harges. 

1(>42 *Sirdar Sohan Singh (on behalf of Mr. Jehangir K. 
in) Are the (lovt‘rnment of India in a position to rite the case of any 
civilised Oovernnicnt which has subjected women to “lathi charges”? 

(b) Are the Government of India aware of the intensify of public opinion 
and feeling on this question? 

(c) Are the Government of India prepared to ri'consider and revise the 
present policy and practice of subjecting women to “lathi charges”? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a), (b) and (c). T must protest 
strongly against the suggestion contained in the Hononrablo Members 
question that it is either the policy or the practice of the Government of 
India or of Local Govei’iiments to subject women to lathi charges which is 
entirely without foundation. 

In the dispersal of unlawful assemblies, care is taken, where this is 
possible, to separate women if they are present, before the dispersal is 
wiade and it is always a matter for regret when women are injured as the 
result of a dispersal. 

I would suggest to the Honourable Member that he would better serve 
his purpose if he used his influence against the participation of women in 
unlawful asRemblies, instead of making charges by innuendo whioh are 
totally tuifounded. 
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Number of Women arrested and imprisoned fob PoiiiTiOAL Offences* 

1043. *Sirdar Sohan Singh (ou bohaif of Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi): 
Will Govermtient be pleas^od to state Iiow niniiy women have been 
(a) arrested, and (b) imprisoned tlu-oughout India during the past three 
months cither in connection with the civil disobedience movement or for 
alleged offences under any of tlic Ordinances? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerart I have no infoimation in regard to 
arrests. The infomiation at my disposal show’s that 1,481 w’omen were 
convicted in connection with the civil disobedience movement up to the end 
of February 1932. 

Expenditure from Central Kevenues on Provincial Subjects. 

1044. *Mr. B. Das: With reference to the following observations of the 
Indian Statutory Comnussion (para. 189, page 155, Simon Beport, 
VoJ. ID: 

“The view is authoritatively lieltl in India on the conKtructioii of the present 
Devolution Rules, that it is not permissible to incur expenditure from central revenue;^ 
on provincial subjects or to make as.sij3;ninents from central to provincial revennes for 
expenditure on a provincial subjccl.** 

will Government be pleased io lay on the table a statement of their views 
which they supplied to the Statutory Commission? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The attention of the Honourable 
Member invited to paragraph 86 of tlie memorandum on Financial 
Eelations between the Government of India and the Provincial Govern- 
ments — Parts C to J — submitted to the Indian Statutory Commission, m 
copy of which will be found in the Library of the House. 

Expenditure from Central Pevenuem on Provincial Subject.s. 

1045. *Mr. B. Das: With reference to the conclusions of sub-paragraph 
of paragraph 189, page 155, Simon Report, Vol. II stating as follow’S : 

“But we fire stroTiprlv of opinion that so rigid a divi.Mioii between expenditure on 
central and provincial .subjects should he mo«lified. We recommend that it should 
rendered constitutionally possible under suitable restrictions to assist provincial 
objects from central funds and rir^ ri'.r.<n “ : " 

(a) What action have Government taken so far on the abovementioned 
recommendation and what steps they are taking to amend the constitution 
to make such financial assistance possible? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the drafts in the Devolution 
Rules they contemplate? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Fending the future constitutional 
changes the Government of India do not propose to take any action on the* 
recommendation of the Indian Statutory Commission. 

Mr. B. Das: May I enquire if the Federal Finance Committee had gone 
into this aspect of the question, and if the Government of India laid their 
views on this rnatter before the Committee? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In answer to the first part of the 
question, I have no means of ascertaining whether the Federal Finance 
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Committee are going to deal with that question. As regards the second 
part, the Government of Tndia, so far as I know, have not been asked by 
that Committee to give any expression of their views about that question. 


Mr. N. H. Joshi: What measures do Government propose to take to 
get this rule changed? 


Mr. Arthur Moore : Is it not a fact that the report of the Federal Finance 
Committee has been signed? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In a newspaper for which my 
Honourable friend is himself responsible, T have had a statement that the 
report ha» been signed. 

Sir Oowasii Jehangir: Does the Honourable Member’s answer imply that 
the Government of India gave no evidence before the Federal Finance Com- 
mittee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: No. Sir. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Does the Honourable Member iinplv that on this 
particular subject the Government of India gave no assistance to the 
Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: If my Honourable friend will read 
the question he will find that it refers to certain specific recommendations 
made by the Indian Statutory Commission. My answer to my Honourable 
friend’s supplementary question was< that, so far as I w’os aware, no re- 
presentative of the Government of India had been asked by the Federal 
Finance Committee to express any opinion on this particular recommenda- 
tion of the Statutory Commission. 


vSuBVENTTONT GRANTED TO TDK NoRTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE. 

1046. •Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is not 
fact that they have granted the subvention of one crore of rupees to the 
horth-West Frontier Province for three years? 

(b) Do Government contemplate to provide in the (lovornment of India 
Act, 1021, by amending Devolution Eules for this subvention? 

(c) Do Government contemplate to amend the Devolution Eules to 
apply only to the North-West Frontier Province or vn\] the amendment 
bo general and include all new provinces? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (n) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the statement which T made in my Budget speech on March 
7tb. 

(f>) The Devolution Buies are. with the approval of the Secretary of 
State in Council, beinf; amended for this purpose. 

(c) An amendment to the existing Devolution Buies to validate the 
payment to the North-West Frontier Province only is all that is now 

contemplated . 
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Deficit shown by the Sind Committee. 


1047. ’"Hr. B. Das: Is it not a fact that the Sind Committee has shewn 
a deficit of more than one crore of rupees? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Yes 


Grant of Finanoiai. Aid to Provinces. 

1018. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government bo pleased to state if they 
have p[iven any financial aid to any provinces since the new reforms 
besides the relief given by remission of provincial contributions? 

(6) Did any of the provinces at any time ask for any special financial aid 
from Central revenues since 1921 and what are the reasons advanced tc 
refuse such financial assistance? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table all correspondence 
between Provincial Governments and the Central Government on the 
subject of financial grants asked in the past sinco 1921 and also all paperj 
asking for a revision of financial relations? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) In ceilain erases the ])osition 
of Provincial Governments lias been improved, for example, by the amend- 
ment of Devolution Eule 15. 

(b) Certain provinces have from time to time eomplaincd against tlif 
financial arrangements known as the Melton Setthmient and incorporated 
hiter alia in the Devolution Rules. The Govennnent of India hav(‘ in 
general refused to reopen the question of the Meston Settlement, partly in 
view of the constitutional review provided for in tlie Government of Indin 
Act and at present being xmdertaken. 

(c) The Government think that no useful purpose would bo swerved by 
collecting all such correspondence at this stage. All Provincial Govern- 
ments have had an opportunity of maldng represtmtations as to tbeii 
financial position on the occasion of the investigation by the Simon Com- 
mission and recently again in the memoranda submitted to the Federal 
Finance Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference. 


Mr. B. Das: May T enquire if the Government of India have knowledge 
of the demand of the various Provincial Governments that the preseni 
financial distribution is inadequate foe the provinces and that it should be 
readjufAed ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: T have already answered tbnt ir 
my answer to part (h) of my Honourable friend s question. 

Hi. B. Das: May T enquire what is the intention of the Government- ol 
India, whether they are willing to concede the insistent demand of the 
provinces to give them more financial assistance? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I am afraid I cannot answer thal 
quertion at present. My Honourable friend knows if he remembers 
Budget speech, that I gave that as one of the questions which the Govern 
mont of India will have to consider during this year, Honoiitabh 

friend is also aware that in the present financial and constitutional position 
it will be extremely difficult to take any action on those lines. 
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Allocation of Seats in the Legislative Assembly and Council of 
State toJI^the Nokth-West Fbontier Province. 

1049. *ltr. B. Das: (a) With reference to my starred questions Nos. 
205 and 206 answered on the 10th February, 19S2, will (Government be 
pleased to state if they have reached coiiOlusions on the report of the 
Chief Commissioner of the North-West Frontier Province regarding the 
number of seats to be allocated 1o tla* North-West Frontier Province in 
the A8aeml)lv and Council of State? 

(b) If so, what are the numbers allotted and on vvliat principles have 
these been allotted? 

((;) Will (Government be pleased to reply categorically to the points 
raisi'd in mv questions Nos. 205 and 206? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) No, Sir. 

(If) and (c). Do not arise. 

Mr. B. Das: Do I niidcrstand that the (iovernment of India wish to 
lalxc a decision in this matter after the Legislative Assembly adjourns so 
that ]io short noti(‘c question may i)c aski*d on the lloor of the House? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am quite sure that that motive 
i‘; jiot presiaii in the mind of the riovornment of India. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: But the result would be the same. 

Mr. B. Das: Do I need to draw the attention of the Honourable the 
Li adcr of the House to the fact that the statement in the Press was in 
contravention of the practice in the different provinces, and whatever 
inighi- he* the recomnu-ndations of the ('hiof Commissioner of the North 
Wi‘st Frontier Province, the (iovernment of India ought to take the 
House into then* contideiice? Will the (Iovernment of India bring fonv’ard 
a motion when they are going to alter the present electoral lailes in order 
t(.t take the view of the House whether four Members should ^it in this 
Assembly repn'senting the North-West Frontier Province? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I can give no undertaking to that 

effect . 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will tlu* (iovernment please follow the practice 
ot Hcrar and have tin* election tirst, and afterwards get the elected candi- 
dfites nominated by the (hivernment till such time that the rules are 
aiM(*ndcd? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not know why the Government 

India should follow tlu^ example of Berar. eonsidering that the North- 
\\i‘st Frontier Province is part of British India and Berar is not. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do ( rovemmont propose to consult this House 
with regard to the numerical strength of Members from the North-West 
Frontier Province in this House? 

^e Honourable Sir George Rainy: I cannot promise that it will be 

P<^ssiiblc to do so before the conclus.ion of this session. 
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Candidates granted Scholarships por Training in Marine 

Engineering. 

1060. ♦Mr. B. Das: Will Government bo pleased to state the ziames of 
the candidates to whom scholarships for receiving training in Marine 
Engineering in England were gmnted during the years 1930 and 1931, and 
also to give an account of the progress made by them? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Marine Engineering Slate scholar- 
ships wt'n* a\vard(‘d to Messrs. Eraluiin Swamp Sud, D. A. Moghe and Qam- 
ariid Dill Aliniftd in 1930 and to Messrs. Balkrishna Gupta, Mohd. Ibrahim 
Kidwai and \V. K. Katre in 1931. The only report so far received is in 
respect of the batch of scholars sent in 1930, and this report states that 
the work and ])rogress of the scholars have been satisfactory. 

Scholarships granted vor the Traininc; of Indians in Marine 

Engineering. 

1051. ♦Mr. B. Das: (o) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
they are awarding tliree scliolarships tenable in England for the training 
of Indians in Marine Engineering for the year 1932? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, will Government la- 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: {aj and (t). Owing to the need lor 
economy in Central e.xpendituro it has been di'cided not to award any 
scholarships tliis year. ^ 

Training Marine Engineers. 

1052. ♦Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
any letter was addressed by them to the Government of Bombay in April, 
1930, on the subject of training of Marine Engineers in India end whether 
any Coiiimittee was appointed as a consequence thereof? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether any report of that Committee has been re- 
ceived by them? 

(c) If the answer to part (6) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to stale when they expect to receive the report of that Com- 
mittee ? 

TTie Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes, a letter was addressed to 
the Government of Bombay on the subject in April 1930. The Local Gov- 
ernment referred the matti*r to the Board of Trustees of the Victoria 
Jubilee Technical Institute, Bombay, who appointed a Committee to pre- 
pare a scheme. 

(6) and (c). For certain reasons, the Committee has not been able to 
proceed with the preparation of a report. The question of the training of 
Marine Engineers in India has, however, been further examined by the 
Governmiint of India, and a provisional scheme has been formulated by th® 
Local Government in the light of the suggestions made by the Government 

India. It is therefore not how necessary for the Committee to submit 
a report. , 
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. Training oe Indians in Mahine, Engineering. 

1063. ’Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
they have under contemplation any scheme jEor providing facilities for 
giving training to Indians in Marine Engineering in this country? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state if they will consult the Indian commercial and shipping 
opinion on this subject? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state when they expect to fonnulate 
that scheme and start training Indians as Marine Engineers in this country 
just as they have started the Training Ship for giving training to Indians 
as deck officers? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes. 

(/)) The technical aspect of the scheme is still under examination. The 
desirability of consulting shipping and other commercial interests wdll be 
considered when the scheme has taken practical shape. 

(c) Government are not at present in a position to say when the 
sclu*im‘ is likely to he brought into operation. 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire if the scheme is awaiting the new constitu- 
lion to he formulated? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir. It is financial considera- 
tions very largely whicli have held up the whole thing. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Did the Ketrenchment Committee suggest re- 
trenchment of these scholarshi]is and expenditure under th’s head? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I should like to have notice of that. 
11 is not witliin my recollect 'on. 

Increase in the Number of Cadets admitted to the Training Ship 

“ Dufferin 

1054. ♦Mr. B. Das: W'ill Government be pleased to state: 

(a) if they propose to make a con*, per cent, increase in the number 

of cadets tliey have been admitting every year to the I. M. 

M. T. S. ‘ ‘Dufferin 

(b) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, the reasons which 

lead them to make such an increase? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) No. 

(61 Does not arise. 

Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that without incurring any addi- 
lonal cost it is possible to double the number in this particular school? 

Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am afraid I cannot answer that 
4'ieation offhand. It sounds to mo very improbable. 



2586 LBoxsLATiva ASSEMBLY. [29th Mak. 1932. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I put a question some time ago and sent a note 

•ji: this very question. 

The Honourable ^ir Qeorge Baiuy : Then the Honourable Member must 
know the; answer. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I did not put u question in the AssembJy but sent 
a private note. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not recollect the Hono arable 
Member asking me. 


EmPLOYAIKN'T of (\iI)ETS TUAINiCD ON THE ** JDnFFEKlN 

105<5. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) if the (iovovniiig Mody of the Training Ship “Duft'erin” havw 

t;onsiderccl the prospects of employment us oliicers of those 
ciideLs eoniing out of the Training Ship ‘‘Dullerin” who may 
obtain their Certiticatcs of Competency; 

(б) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, whether it is 

a fact that the Governing Body came to the conclusion that 
the prospects of employment as olfic(*rs for the present num- 
ber of cadets taken by the Training Ship were imcerf-ain 
after they obtained their certificates of competency? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (<i) and (6). The question has been 
^fiigaging the attention of the Governing Body for some time and is still 
under their considoraiion. 

Development of the Indian MERCANTn.E Marine. 

1056. *Mr, B. Das: Will Government bo pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is not a fact that, after the failure of the Shipping 

Conference in 1930, they issued a communique on the 6th 
January, 1930, informing the public that the responsibility 
will rest with the Government of India as to what future 
action should be taken for the Development of the Indian 
Mercantile Marine; and 

(b) if the answer to ^art (a) be in the affirmative, what action has 

been taken by them or what action do they propose to take 
for the development of Indian shipping? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: With your permission, Sir, I will 
answer questions Non. 1056 and 1057 together. 

Tlic alt<;ntion of the Hfinoiirabh? Member is invited to the reply given 
by me to a somewhat similar question asked by Mr. S. C. Shahani on the 
29th January, 1931. The Government of India have nothing to add to 
that stntfimerit except that the consideration of methods involving the 
grant of dirc*^*! financial assistance to the industry must for the present oe 
postponed. 
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Dbvelopment of Tndiait Shipping. 

fl067. *Mr. B. Daa; (a) Are Government aware that the Honourable 
Sir George Bainy stated in the Legislative Assembly in September, 1929, 
that in case the Shipping Conference failed, the Government of India 
would explore other avenues for the Development of Indian shipping? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state what other avenues have been explored by them or 
what other avenues they propose to explore for the development of Indian 
shipping? 

Non- Admission of I ndi anh to the Pktnce of W ales Seamen’s Institute, 

Bombay. 

1058. •Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the building of the Prince of Wales Seamen's Institute 

was raised out of public subscriptions and whether the Indian 
public subscribed a large sum towards that building fund, 

(b) whether il is nof a fact that out of Rs. 5.09,873 received by public 

subscriptions for the building of that Institute during the 
years 1917, 1918 and 1919. Rs. 2.30.000 were subscribed by the 
Western India Turf Club and about Rs. 1,50.000 by Indians, 

(c) whether it is not a fact that the money subscribed by the Western 

India Turf Club is derived both from Indian and non-Indian 
sources, 

(d) whether it is not a fact that the Indian Officers and Seamen 

(lascars) aro not admitted in the Prince of Wales Seamen’s 
Institute, and 

{e) if the answer to part (d) bo in the affirmative, why a public 
institute like the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute 
discriminates against Indians and refuses them admission? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Govemnieut are not in possession 
rf coniph^ii* inf(»r!nat:on. Inquiries, have been made from the Government 
oi’ Roinbuy and :i repl\ will be laid on the table of the House in duo 
rci ir.se. 


Non- Admission of Indians the Pptnce of Wales Seamen's Tn-stitute, 

Bombay. 

10.50. ♦Mr. B. Das: (n) Has the attention of Government been drawn to 
the reply given in the Bombay I^cgislative Council on the 14th March, 
1028, to the quosiion put b\ Mr. T.alii Naranji (page 1385, of Vol. 22 
of the Bombay Logislntive Coiineil Debates) lhai “the Institute (Prince 
of Wales Seamen’s Institute) though undenominational in character does 
not cater specially for the needs of Indian seamen’’ and also to the 
following remarks made by the Bishop (^f Boinbav at the Extraordinary 
General Meeting of the Members of the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute 
nold in November. 1928: 

“Tho Bombay Sailors’ Homo was an undenominational society and 
our Society is a denominational society how could these be 
amalgamated”? 

tFor nnswor to this question, .inswer to question No. 1056. 
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(6) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether it has still been held that the Prince of Wales 
Seamen's Institute is an undenominational Institute?' 


The Honourable Sir George Bainy : (a) Govcmment have seen the reply 
to Mr. Lalji Naranp’si question in the Bombay Legislative Council referred 
t(‘ but liave no information regarding the alleged remarks by the Bishop 
of Ho’ubav relative tf> the Prince of Wales ISeamen’s Institute. 

(b) Full infoi-mation regai-cling this Institute has been called for and a 
ieply will bt‘ laid on the table of the House in due course. 


Sunday Penalty Fees collected and Method op their Distribution. 


1060. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be plea&ed to state: 

(а) the amount collected by way of Sunday Penalty* Fees at the 

diffoivnt ports in India during the last five years; 

(б) the amount contributed by them out of this Sunday Penalty 

Fees for the following charitable purposes during the last five 
years ? 

(1) for the l)enefit of the superior grade of Customs Officers. 

(2) for the benefit of the subordinate grade of Customs Officers. 

(3) for the benefit of European seamen. 

(4j for the benefit of Indian seanicn. 

(5) contributions made towards the building fund of the Institutes 

which do not admit Indian seamen. 

(6) contributions made towards Institutes which admit both 

European and Indian seamen, and 

(7) contributions made tow^ards building funds of Institutes started 

specifically for Indian seamen. 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The receipts from Sunday fees 
for the last five years (i.e., actuals for 1927-28 to 1930-81 aud rovistd 
estimates for 1931-32) amounted to a total of Es. 20,70,146. 

(b) (1) Nil. 

(2) The contributions for the benefit of subordinate graders — IVeventive 
officers, clerks and others — amounted to a total of Es. 2,04,342. 

(3) Es. 2,12,119 apart from grants covcrcjd by (5) or (6). 

(4) Nil, apart from grants covered by (7). 

(5) or (6). Es. l,60,20(^ This sum reprcBcnts the grant made to 
the Mayo Marino Institute, Rangoon, which admits Indian officers but not 
Indian seamen. 

(7) Es. 1,13,000. 

Mr. fGtaya Prasad Singh.: Is it not a fact that the receipts from the 
Sunday fees have been given mostly to welfare institutions of non-Indian 
seamen rather than to those of Indian seamen? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I feel sure that my Honourable 
friend from his knowledge as member of the Standing Finance Committee 
has very full information on that suhfect. Ho will be able to calculate 
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from the replies which I have given what is the position for the years 
specified in the question which I have just answered. It will also be 
within his recollection that, according to the statement prepared for the 
Standing Finance Committee, the di.stributioii in the last year has been 
altered considerably in the direction of giving grants to institutions aimed 
at the bt'iiefit of Indian seamen. 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire wliy no contribution had been made for the 
benefit of Indian seamen? Was it due to the fact that there were no 
Indian Seamen *s Trader Unions asking for it? 

) 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I think it has been mainly due 
to the fact tliat, until last year, there was no specific institute in existence 
which aimed at giving these benefits to Indian st^amen to wliioh contribu- 
tion could bo made. 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire if Mr. Kabceruddin Ahmad, who was the 
rt'prcsentativo of seamen on tlie Indian Labour Commission, raised this 
particular issue before Iho Labour Commission? 

(No answer was Lnven.) 

Principles for Grants oxit of tiik Si^noay Penalty Pees Fttnd. 

1061. •Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the principles under which grants arc made out of the Sunday 

Penalty Fees Fund to various charitable Institutions in the 
country; and 

(b) whether they propose to make any changes in the present pro- 

cedure under which sueh grants are allocated and, if so, will 
Government be pleased to state the new changes which they 
propose to introduce in this connection? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The subject is loo complicated 
to enable me to give a satisfactory answer within the limits suitable for a 
reply. The Honourable IMomber will find the situation fully explained 
in the proceedings of the Standing Finance (Committee to whicli I give 
the following references : 

Paragraph 7 of the proceedings dated 16th January, 1930. 

Paragraph 7 of the proc<'odings dated 16th June, 1030. 

Paragraph 25 of the proeeedinsfs dated 10th June, 1030. 

Paragraph 26 of the proceedings dated 23rd January, 1932. 

Contributions to Sailors’ Homes in Bombay and Discrimination 

AGAINST Indians. 

1062. •Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government bo pleased to state whether 
the Government of Bombay paid the sum of Rs. 4,44,875 to the authorities 

the Bombay Sailors’ Home, for tho acquisition of their buildings some 
where in the year 1928 or 1929? 

(i) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 

pleased to state whether the entire portion of Rs. 4,44,875 went to the 
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iPrince of Wales Seamen’s Institute under the new amalgamation scheme 
of that Institute with the Bombay Sailors’ Home? 

(c) Is it a fact that the original cost of the building of the Boyal Alfred 
Sailors’ Home, Bombay, was Es. 3.66,000, of which a sum of Es. 2,00,000* 
was contributed by His Highness the 6aekwar of Baroda and Es. 1.66.000 
by the Government of Bombay? 

{d) Is it a fact that the object of the Bombay Sailors’ Home Society 
was primarily to provide a comfortable home for seamen frequenting or 
visiting the port of Bombay without any discrimination between European 
and Indian seamen? 

(e) If the answer to parts (b), (o) and (d) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state whether the object for which the Eoyal 
Alfred Home was started is achieved by handing over the entire sum of 
E». 4,44,375 to the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute which discriminates 
against Indian seamen and Indian officers by refusing them admission into 
their Institute? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (j) 

(b) The whole of the amount went to the Bombay Seamen’s Society 
(now known as the Eoyal Bombay Seamen’s Society), which was formed 
by the amalgamation of the Bombay Sailors' Homo Society with the 
Prince of Wales Seameirs Institute and Bombay Harbour Mission. 

(ic) Yes, except that the Bombay Government’s contribution amounted 
to Es. 1,40,000 only. The balance of Es. 26,000 w’as presumably derived 
from other sources, 

(d) Tlie Honu? n as open to seamen of all classes, but it does not appear 
to have been used to an appreciable extent at any time by Indian seamen. 

(e) The Eoyal Bombay Seamen’s Sbeiety are under no legal obligation to 
pay any portion of the sale proceeds of the Eoyal Alfred Home to any other 
institute. The Society, however, gave a voluntary donation of Es. 1 lakh 
towards the construction of a Home which has recently been opened at 
Bombay for the use of Indian seamen. 


SHOET NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

EBDUCTioy dp Travelling and other Allowanc es of Members op tub 

Legislature. 


.Mr. J. Ramsay Scott: (a) Have Government under consideration any 
proposals for reduction in the present scales of travelling and other allow- 
ances of Members of the Legislature? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the House Com- 
mittee will be given an opportunity to consider the proposals before a dec i- 
sion is arrived at? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes. The present allowance 
admissible to Honourable Members for journeys by rail is 1 3/6tha of a 
First Class fare. This allowance was fixed on a parity with that adnuf=!- 
sible for Government servants of the first grade. In the case of Govern- 
ment servants the allowance has been reduced to fares with effect from 
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the 1st October, 1931, and Government feel it right that similar reduction 
ghould now be made in the case of Honourable Members also. Govern- 
ment have also considered the recommendation of the General Purposes 
Committee on page 60 of their Second Report to the effect tliat the rule 
permitting the drawing bv Honourable Members of the cost of hstulage 
of their motor cars irrespective of the amount, needs revision, and that a 
limit of Rs. 500 in all for both journeys, outward and return, should be 
imposed. In the opinion of Government such a provision would not work 
equitably in that it would penalise Members coming frofti long distances. 
They consider that the present rule should be retained, but that economy 
during the present financial crisis could be secured by the abolition of the 
allowance for petrol or forage of Rs. 75 per month at present admissible 
to Members who reside ovitside Delhi and elect for free haulage of their 
conveyances. 

(b) Government had considered laying proposals on this basis before the 
House Committee, but on further examination they were convinced that 
consultation in a matter of this kind lay outside the scope of that Com- 
mittee’s fun<*tiona. The more ai)propriate procedure would be to place the 
proposals before tbe House by means of a Resolution. Unfortunately it 
does not appear likely that time will be available to move such a Resolu- 
tion this session. Government propose, therefore, to move a Resolution at 
the earliest possible occasion in the next summer session and to suggest 
that the reduction of railway allowance should, if accepted, take effect in 
respect of the journey to Simla. 

Lieut. -Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: In view of the Honourable Member's 
1*> X ov whieh he attempted to draw a parallel between Gov- 

ernment servants and Members of this House, will he please 
inform tlu* House \v]ndh(*r or not it is a fact that Government servants, in 
addition to their railway travelling allowances, are in receipt of a handsome 
sfilarv which Members of the x\ssetnhly are not? * 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: T liardly tliink my Honourable 
friend’s question requires an answer. I would remind him that oftieials 
of the Government arc also under considerable obligations {i^r working 
every day of the year which do not apply to Hoiionral)le Members of this 
House. 

Lieut.-0olonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 
the House whether those additional remarks do not apply with greater force 
to Members of this House who also have to work every day of the vear? 


TTNRTARRED QUESTTGXR AXD AXRWERS. 

Appointment of Telegraph Peons as Postmen. 

266. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Ts it a fact that in order to give the peons 
in tlie Telegrapli Hraneh some opportunity to eani pension and leave allow- 
^^nces at superior rates, orders wci'o iss^ued to permit tlieir entry into post- 
men’s grade by competitive examination? Tf so, from what date were the 
nrders given effect to? 

(h) Is it a fact that many telegraph peons went through this competi- 
tive examination and were appointed as postmen? 


D 
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(c) Is it a fact that they had to furnish security bonds for these neM 
appointments as are required from permanent postmen? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of telegraph peons 
so appointed as postmen? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the telegraph peons so recruited to the 
postmen's grade have since been reverted? 

(/) If the reply to part (d) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to stat^ the number and names of the men so reverted and the 
reasons in each case for the action taken? 


(g) Do Government propose to re-examine these cases and see thai 
these men get back their appointments as postmen, if they are found to 
have boon qualified for tlieir appointments under the rules then in force? 
If not, why not? 


Mr. T. Ryan: (a) No. 

(h) to (g). Do not arise. 


System of Supplyino Uniforms to Tet.egrapk and Postat. Peons. 

267. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn 
to the arfiele published at page 315 of the Telegraph Review of September, 
1931, under the caption of “Inferior staff to go without uniform"? 

(h) Have Ooverninent made any enquir\ in the matter? If so. io 
what effeet? 

((?) Will Government be pleased to state what is the present sysfein 
of supplying uniforms to (i) the inferior staff in tluj Telegraphs and fii) 
peons in the Postal Department? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to quote the authority under whi(*h 
the peons were ordered to produce their old tattered dresses for inspection 
of the Chief Superintendent, Central Telegraph Office, Calcutta, as com- 
plained in the article? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state whether any order was issued 
beforehand to the peons requiring them to preserve tom and tattered 
uniforms for production for inspection when so ordered? If so, when and 
by whom? 

(f) Is it a fact that some of the peons made written statements to 
the effect that their old uniforms were -totally torn and thrown out or tho 
like and hence could not be produced for inspection? 

(g) Is it a fact that in spite of these statements Tines for non-prodiic- 
tion of uniforms were still imposed on these peons by the Chief Superin- 
tendent, Calcutta? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the number of such peons 
who were thus fined? 

(t) Do Government propose to refund these fines to the parties con- 
cerned? If not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(b) No enquiry was made on the matter. 

(jc) The s(dieme for the supply of uniforms and warm clothing to the 
Posts and Telegraphs outdoor staff and inferior servants is described in the 
following statement: 
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Glass I Offices — {Head Offices^ Central Telegraph Offices, offices situated in 
stations where there are Head Offices and other important offices). 


“ A Stations — Where the climate 
is usually warm to hot and there is 
DO appreciable cold in the winter 
months. 


Stations— Where the climate 
is cold for certain months of the year 
but not very cold. 

Stations — ^Where the winter 
is severe and prolonged. The general 
criteria for classifying offices into class 
“C” should bo a latitude of 28° 
North and/or an altitude of 4000 ft. 
If these criteria do not meet the 
special requirements of any place the 
Head of a Circle may suggest the 
inclusion of any particular station in 
classic” and obtain the orders of 
the Director-General on the subject. 


Two complete sets of drill uniforms 
every year, putties at the discretion 
of Heads of Circles. Where putties 
are to be supplied only one pair 
between two sets of uniforms every 
year. 

Two complete sets of drill uniforms 
every year, one woollen jersey once 
in two years, putties as of “ A ” 
stations. 

One complete set of serge uniform 
every alternate year, one complete set 
of drill uniform every year, one pair 
of putties every year. 


Class IllOffices — {Offices not included in Class /. Branch Offices excluded). 


A ” Stations — Where the olimato 
is usually warm to hot and there is no 
appreciable cold in winter months. 

“ B ” Stations — Where the cliinatt' 
is cold for certain months of the year 
but not very cold. 


“ C Stations — Where the winter is 
severe and prolonged. The general 
criteria for classifying offices into class 
C should be a latitude of 28° North 
and/or an altitude of 4000 ft. If 
these criteria do not meet the special 
requirements of any place the Hoad 
cl a Circle may suggest the inclusion 
cf any particular station in class C '' 
JJid obtain the orders of the Director- 
General on the subject. 


One complete set of drill uniform 
a year, putties as at ‘‘ A ** stations in 
class I Offices. 

One complete set of drill uniform 
every year, one woollen jersey once in 
three years and putties as at “ A 
stations in class I Offices. 

One complete set of serge uniform 
and one complete set of drill uniform 
once in two years, one pair of putties 
between the two sets of uniforms. 


2. (a) Uniforms should not be supplied to officials of branch offices. 

.(b) Village postmen at “C” class stations only should be supplied with 
^iniiovnij^ admissible to postmen ait ached to such stations. 

D 2 
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(ic) Packers and other inferior servants, except in certain selected offices 
to be approved by the Director-General should be supplied only with blouse 
(alternatively jersey where justified) and pugree. 

((?) Liingyi and Gaungbaung can bo substituted for shorts (trousers) and 
DPugree in Burma. 


(d) Orders were issued in May 1931 requiring all Hoads of offices, Postal 
Traffic and Engineering, to inspect periodically the uniforms supplied to 
their subordinates as laid down in rule 730 of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Manual, Volume II. 

(r) No special order was issued to the peons requiring them to preserve 
torn and tattered uniforms for production for inspection when so ordered, 
as the rule referred to above prescribes that it is the duty of Inspecting 
'Officers to see that uniforms and wann clothing, where supplied, are 
kept clean and in good condition and that at kit inspections each man 
will be required to produce all the articles of clothing supplied to him. 

(/) ■) 

(g) y Government have no information. 

wj 

(i) Docs not arise in view of the reply to parts (/). (g) and (h). Copy 
of the question and of the reply to parts (c) to (/)‘ will however l)e sent to 
the Postmaster-General for any further attention desirable. 


System of Supplying Uniforms to Telegraph and Postal Peons. 

268, Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that complaints wen* made l)y 
Posts and Telegraph peons expressing their inability to wear tatterc'd dn^sscs 
while discharging their duties in the office? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the steps they have taken 
or propose to take to remove such complaints? 

(c) Is it a fact that peons have been taken to task and even fined in 
Calcutta and other places for not putting on their uniforms, even when 
the peons stated that they were very badly tom and hence could not 
possibly be worn? 

(d) Do Government propose to refund the fines thus imposed? If not, 
why not? 

(e) Do Government propose to allow sufficient uniforms to the peons 
or, in the alternative, allow them to wear their own dresses when their 
uniforms are tom and new ones are not supplied? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that Government have issued revised rides for supply 
of uniforms to the peons in the Posts and Telegraphs Department ? If 
what are they? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Government have no information. 

(b) Government have irujule some provision for the supply of uniforms 
to the outdoor staff and inferior servants of the Posts and Telcgrapl^^ 
Department on * 4 , limited scale. 

(ic) Government have no information. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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(c) A reference is invited to the reply to part (b) of the question. Such 
outdoor and inferior staff of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
as are not provided with uniforms at Government expense will naturally 
wear their own clothing. 

(/) Yes. The revi^d rules have been quoted in reply to part (c) of 
the Honourable Member’s question No. 267. 

I 

Grant of Conveyance Allowance to Inspectors of Telegraph Peons.. 

269. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state how 
many Inspectors of Peons and Inspectors of Post Offices are employed in 
Telegraph and Postal Branches respectively? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Inspectors of both these groups are required 
to peiiorin indoor as well as outdoor work? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Inspectors of Post Offices in towns are in receipt 
of Conveyance Allowances? 

(fl) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state if they propose to gi*ant similar allowance to Inspectors 
of Ik'ons in Telegrapli Brancdi? If not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) There are 0 rnsp(‘(*tors of peons attached to the 
huger departiiKUital t(‘legraph offices. Tlu^ mnnber of Inspectors of Post 
jOlriccs in (‘barge of Postal Suh-Divisions and of Town Inspectors of Post 
Offices attaehed to First (’lass Head Post Offices is 418. 

(/;) and (c). Yes. 

{(1) 'I’Ik* duties of Postal Town Insj)eclors differ widely from those 
perhu’ined by Inspec'tors of Peons in telegraph offices, and Government do 
not admit the nc'cessjty of the grant to tin* latter of a conveyance allow- 
an(*e similar to that drawn by the former. In certain offices, Inspectors 
of Peons are supplied with l)i(*vcles hv the Department for the discharge 
of the duties required of tliem. 

PiEvisED Schemes for Pension on the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

270. Mr. S. 0. Hitra: (a) Is it a fact that Government issued a 
circular to all the recognised organisations of the staff in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department to obtain their opinion on certain })roposed revised 
schemes for pension? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affinnative, will Government be 
pleased to state if replies from all such organisations have been received? 
If so, when? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if a final deeisuui on the matter 
has been arrived at? If so, to what effect? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) If the Honourable Member 
is referring to a scheme for substituting a contributory fund or other 
benefits of a corresponding kind for pensionary benefits, the answer is in 
the affirmative. 

(b) Replies were received by July 1030 from some 95 Service Associa- 
tions, including various Posts and telegraphs organisations. 
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(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the speech made by the 
Finance Secretary in the debate held in the Council of State on the Sid 
March 1932, and reproduced on pages 142, 143 and 144 of the Official 
Eeport. 


Pension Scheme for Subordinates on the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

271. Mr. S. 0. Mitras (a) Is it a fact that a large number of the em- 
ployees in the Posts and Telegraphs Department in Subordinate Services 
are not in receipt of any pension? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if they contemplate to revise 
:the whole pension scheme which will convert the present non-pensionable 
posts into pensionable ones? If not, why not? 

(c) If reply to part (b) be in the affirmative with regard to some of the 
appointments, will Government be pleased to state (i) which of the groups 
are likely to be included in the same and also (ii) when the same is likely 
to take effect? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) While it is a fact that tlii‘ service of (*ertain (dasses 
of employees, such as cable supervisors, mechanics and artificers, tele- 
phone operators appointed on or after the 1st March, HIM), etc., is non- 
pensionable, the total number of employees serving under these condi- 
tions is not large. 

(6) and (c). The question of admitting the non-pensionable personnel 
to the benefits of a Contributory Provident Fund or of making them elitri- 
ble for pension, is under consi(l(‘ration. (lovermntml nre not in a ]>osit?(>u 
to state when a final decision will be reached. 

Cut in Pay of Low Paid Men in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

272. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
personnel and the lowest pay in the different departments of Government 
which have been spared from any cut due to retrenchment? 

(6) Is it a fact that only in the Posts and Telegraphs and in Railways 
men drawing Es. 40 and less have nqt even been spared from a cut in 
pay? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Telegraph Department, unlike most other 
departments, is considered as both a public utility and safety service and 
at the same time a revenue-earning department? 

(d) If the replies to the above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why men getting a pay of less than Es. 40 have also 
been retrenched in the Posts and Telegraphs Department? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) All Govommont servant^ 
under the control of the Govomincnt of India drawing Es. 40 a 
or less, except those employed in the Eailway .and the Posts .and let 
graphs Departments, have been exempted from the emergency cu 

pay- 

(b) Yes. 

fc) The Posts and Telegraphs Department is a public utility depart' 
ment which, in accordance vath the generally accepted policy of Govern 
toent, is run on commercial lines. 
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, (d) Reference is invited to the reply given by the Honourable Sir 
'^icorgo Rainy on the 23rd March, 1932, to starred question No. 864. asked 
ly Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai. It was considered proper to treat the 
staff of the two great commercial departments alike. 

Cut in Pay of Low Paid Men in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

278. Mr. S. 0. Mitras (a) Will Government be pleased to state if they 
propose to retrench the pay of men below Rs. 40 in other departments? 

(b) If the reply be in the negative, do Government propose to mete 
out similar treatment to men similarly situated in the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (b). No. 

System of Payment for Telegraph Messengers. 

274. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that press and triple rate messages 
nre sent out singly for delivery to ensure thoir prompt dispbs^al ? 

(/)) Is it a fact tliat task work iiiesscuigers used to got (‘arnings for a 
complete blmga (viz., n messages for a cycle peon and 3 messages for a foot 
peon) for delivering these messages singly without waiting for other 
uiessiiges/? If so, how long has this system been in force? 

(r) Ts it a fact that this system has been abolished with effect from the 
1st Xoveinhor, 1931, and the dclivorv mossengors are now grant-i^d the 
earnings for one me?^sagc only per trip for delivery of these press and triple 
rate messages? 

(d) Is it a fact that triple rate messages are paid for at triple rates by 
the senders in order to ensure their expeditious disposal? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Press get concession rates (very much cheaper 
than the ordinary rates) for sending their messages? 

(/) Is it a fact that delivery messengers are still made to deliver these 
preF« and triple rate messages singly without permission to await any 
other telegram though they are paid for only one message per trip? 

(g) If so, do Government propose to reconsider the question and reverS 
to the old system? If not, why not? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) As regards triple rate messages, yes: as regards 
Press messages, not as a general rule. 

(b) The praetice described by the Honourable Member existed in the 
Caleiittn Telegraph Oflice only. Government d('> not know liiw' long it was 
'5n force. 

(o) Orders were issued in 1931 .abolishing tlie system in the Calcutta 
holograph Office and bringing the procedure there into lino with that fol- 
lowed in other offices. 

(d) .and (c). Yes. 

(/) Reference is invited to the answer to parts (a) and (c). 

(g) Government do not see anv necessity to alter the rules now in 
force. 
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System of Paymekt for Telegraph Messengers. 

275. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that under Bhaga System which 
was in force in the Central Telegraph Office, Calcutta, up to the beginning 
of 1931, it was required to give 5 messages in one lot for a cycle messenger 
and 3 messages for a foot messenger for every delivery, and that if the 
full number was not available after waiting for a reasonable time they 
would be sent out with a lesser number of messages but their earnings 
would remain the same? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how long this system has 
been in vogue in the Telegraph Department? 

(c) Is it a fact that various modifications were made to this system from 
time to time to avoid anomalies or to redress gi’ievances of the delivery 
staff? 

(d) Is it a fact that this system was stopped from the 1st March, 1931, 
without any notice to the staff? If so, what are the reasons^? 

(e) If the reply to the latter portion of part (d) be in the negative, will 
Government be pleased to state, (ii when it was notified to the staff and 
also (ii) what was the reason, if any, that w'as given for the same? 

(f) If the reply to part (d) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why a system that has been in existence for such a long 
period has all on a sudden been abolished? 

(g) Will Government please quote the rule or order under which this 
system was first introduced? 

(h) If there be no rule or order, will Government be pleased to state 
how it came to be introduced? 

(/) Is it a fact that the salary bills of the staff are checked and audited 
by the audit offices and that it is one of the fundamental duties of the 
audit office to hold under objection any item of expenditure which is not 
sanctioned by proper authority? 

(/) If the reply to part (i) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state if any objection was ever raised by the Audit Offices against 
this system? If so, when and how was, it disposed of? 

(fe) Will Government refer to parts (h), (0 and (j) above and state 
whether they propose to consider the advisability of amending the rules to 
conform to the age-long procedure? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that tlie existing task work messengers nf the Central 
Telegraph Office, Calcutta, w^ere appointed as such when the previous 
system was^ in force? If so, do Government propose to permit them to 
continue under that condition till they retire? If not, why not? 

(m) Will Government be pleased to state (i) who is responsible for the 
irregularity, if any ; (ii) the amount spent so far in excess owing to this 
so-called irregular system, and (iii) how it is proposed to make good this 
loss tq Government? 

f 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have been unable to ascertain the date from which the 
practice was introduced 4 
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(d) Yes. The system, for the original introduction of which no autho- 
ritative orders are traceable, was peculiar to Calcutta, and on review was * 
considered not to be justified by the prevailing conditions. 

(^) Does not arise. 

(/) The reasons are indicated in the answer to part (d). 

(g) Beference is invited to the answer to part (b). 

(h) Government have no information. 

(i) Yes. 

(ij) No. 

(k) No. Reference is invited to the answer to part (d). 

(/) Probably, but Government are not prepared to allow task work 
messengers of Calcutta to continue to enjoy earnings which have never been* 
conceded to tlio task work messengers of other telegraph offices and for 
which they can find no special justification in Calcutta. 

(m) (?) and (??). Government have no information. (Hi) It is not 
practicable, to recover any loss that may have been incurred. 

Recruttment to the Subordinate Engineering! BRANCir of the 
Telegraph Department. 

276. Mr. S. O. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of men recruited for the Subordinate Engineering Branch of the 
Telegrapli Department during the last voar — (i) from the Departmental 
men and (ii) from outside? 

(b) Will Governiiiont be pleased to state the number of Departmental 
men (i) who applied for recruitment in the Engineering Branch, and (ii) 
who were admitted to the examination? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Departmental 
telegraphists who have not been allowed to appear in the examination on 
account of ; 

(i) exceeding the age-limit, 

(ii) unsatisfactory record of service, and 

(iii) any other reasons? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to s^ate the number of Departmental 
oandidateg who were exempted from the bars referred to in part (c) in- 
consideration of their nationality or community? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to st.Tt-e the number of Departmental 
candidates who were not so exempted though they ])ossessed previous 
experience in the Engineering Branch including the Telephone Branch 
lor a considerable, period? 

w Government be pleased to state if any of the men referred to in 
neerin Offi^ ended by the lic.’ids of the Oirclo including tjie Engi- 

Department is heavily overstaffed with Depart- 
and that outside recruitment meant additional 

aieif P"’’* affimiative, will not the appoint- 

Of the Departmental candidates referred to in parts (e) and (/) in 
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vacancies in the Engineering Branch mean reduction of surplus staff and 
employment of qualified hands at far less cost? 

Mr. T. Ryan: («) The Honourable Member apparently refers to the 
recruitment of Engineering Supervisors. If so, the number of departmental 
recruits was thirteen and of others twelve. 

(b) and (c). As the selection of candidates for the examination is made 
by Heads of Circles, Government have no information on the points raised 
in these two parts of the question. 

(d) No candidate was exempted from the tests in consideration of his 
nationality or community. 

(e) and (f). Do not arise in view of the reply to part (d). 

(g) It is a fact that there is some surplus staff of telegraphists and that 
outside recruitment for the posts of Engineering Supervisors does mean 
some extra expenditure. 

(i) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative, and to the latter 
part, in the negative, as Government do not consider that those depart- 
mental candidates who were not exempted from or failed to pass the exami- 
nation are tlioroughly qualified. 

Tkainin<; of Apprextices of the Biflk Factory at Ishapore. 

277. Mr, S. 0. Mitra: fa) Have Government invited the opinions of 
Mr. T. K. Ghosh, and Lt.-Col. B. IT, Brown, late Works Manager and 
Superintendent of the Rifle Factory at Isliaporc. in the matter of reducing 
and abolishing the theoretical and lahr>ratorv training to apprentices in 
:that Factory? 

(b) If so, what were the opinions of tliose oflicei*s? If not, do Gov- 
'Crnment propose* to take their opinions on the subject? If not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) No. 

(6) Because it was unnecessary to consult officers who no longer held 
i>hese appointments. 

Training of Apprentices of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

278. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Govemmient be pleased to state whether 
the present scheme of technical training in lecture rooms and laboratories 
for the Rifle Factory" Apprentices at Ishaporo is “subject to modifications*'? 
If so, does “subject to modifications “ mean abolition of the scheme? 

Mr. O.. M. Young: The scheme itself is subject to modifications: and in 
addition, the whole subject of apprentice training in Ordnance Factories w 
under review, with reference to its suitability to the policy of gradual 
Tndianisation of the factories. 

Training of Apprentices of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 

279. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware of the fact that the 
existing apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore wore all ontertainej 
on the clear understanding that they would be trained both in theorv an 
practice in “Mechanical Engineering”? 
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(6) What justification have Government to train the existing appren* 
tices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore, now as craftsmen which they and 
their guardians do not approve of ? 

(lo) Do Government propose to keep the existing scheme in force at 
least for the existing apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The syllabus issued contained a good deal of 
theoretical, in addition to practical training : but it was announced as subject 
to modification. 

(b) The modifications were made in the interests of the Factory. 

(c) The scheme will remain in force for existing apprentices, but as 
explained in answer to Starred Question No. 114, on the 3rd February, 
1932, the amount of theoretical training has been greatly reduced, as such 
training is not essential. 


Diseases caused by Military Service, 

280. Sardar Sant Singh: With r(.‘f(*rt*ncc* to the answer to nnstarred 
question No. 142 on the 9th March, 1932, are Government prepared to 
override the decisions of those Medical Boards, which have wrongly come 
to the conclusion that asthma, or trachoma are not attributable to military 
service ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Government have no reason to suppose that the find* 
iug of the ilcdical Board in any particular case was wrong. 


Arrears of Pfjnsiok for Disability subsequently declared as 
attributable to Military Service. 

281. Sardar Sant Singh: With reference to the answer given to 
unstarred question No. 143, ivill Govermnent please state as to what 
arrears do the rules allow, in cases in which a later iledical Board has 
reversed the decision of the first Medical Board, which held the attribut- 
ability of the disability as not attributable to senuce? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The rules do not specifically provide for the convening 
of a second Medical Board. Government are at liberty either to dispose of 
an appeal themselves, with the aid of their medical advisers, or to con-» 
vene a second Medical Board if they feel justified in doing so on the 
grounds stated in the appeal. In either event they would be competent 
to grant a disability pension with such arrears as they might determine 
according to the merits of the case. 


Rates of Military Pensions. 

282. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that rates of all sorts# of mili- 
tary pensions, including the pensions granted under the special powers of 
Government of India, were increased on the termination of the Great 
War, and the enhanced rates: made applicable to all-India ranks who served 
^^ring the War? 
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(b) Is it also a fact that the increased rates were, for all practical pur- 
poses, disallowed to all such individuals as were pension^ under the 
special powers of the Government of India as contemplated in para. 687 of 
the Pay and Allowance Eegulations, Part II? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider such cases as were pensioned 
after 4th August, 1914, and prior to the date with effect from which the 
new scale of pensions was inserted in Pensionary Regulations? 

Mr. G. H. Young: It will take some time to investigate the points raised 
in the Honourable Member’s question. A reply will be laid on the table 
as soon as practicable. 

Pensions of certain Military Men increased by Re-Employment 

DURING THE GrEAT WaR. 

283. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer given on 
9th March, 1932, to unstaiTed question No. 146, are Government prepared 
to send for the cases of the following individuals, whose pcn&iions w^ere 
increased by virtue of their re-employment during the Great War, under 
Army Instruction (India) Nos. 171 of 1021, and 1064 of 1923? 

(i) C. -M. A. Mhow Pension Circular No. 10 of 16th ^larch, 1928, 

rc Subedar Phura Singh. 

(ii) C. M. A. .Mhow Pension Circular No. 24, dated 16fh October, 

1028, rc Subedar Sher Singh. 

(iii) C. M. A. Mhow Pension Circular No. 30 of 1929 re Subedar 

!Major J3uillui Singh. 

(iv) C. M. P. A, Mhow Pension Circular No. 83 of 1931 re Subedar 

Jagannath. 

(vl C. M. P. A. Mhow Pension Circular No. 80 of 1931 re Subedar 
Gonda Singh. 

(vi) C. ^r. P. A. N. and E. Commands, Lahore, Pension Circular 
No. 42, dated the 16th January, 1929, re Jemadar Dip 
Chand. 

(b) If so, will Government kindly state why the same rule was not 
applied to the ca.ses of the following individuals : 

(i) Subedar Main Eaj (vide Government of India, Army Depart- 

ment, letter No. B. -16187 - l-A. G.-14, dated the 4th Septem- 
ber, 1931). 

(ii) No. 20, Havildar Sant Singh of 16bh Bengal Lancers re-employed 

in Military Hospital Ainbala (O. C. 6 Company I. H. Corps 
Poona, letter No. B. '23/Case/55, dated the 5th October, 
1931)? 

(c) Under what rules of limitation the aforesaid T^laims were treated to 
be within time while others declared time-barred? 

Mr, 6. H. Young: Inquiries are being made and replies will be laid on 
the table in due course. 

Practice in regard to Grant of Disability and Family Pensions. 

284. Sardar Sant Singb: (a) Will Government please state as to what 
practice is in vogue w’ith regard to the grants of disability and familv pe®,' 
sion claims in cases w'here (t) a medical board is silent on the point o 
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attlributability and (ti) where they express their inability to give a verdicl 
on the point of attributability because of the loss or destruction of a man's 
medical history sheet kept by military hospitals in their custody? 

(6) Have disability and family pensions been allowed in such cases 
from the date of casualty? 

MSr. G. M. Young : Inquiries are being made and a reply will be laid on 
the table in due course. 

Statutory Rights to Disability and Family Pensions. 

285. Sardar Sant Singh: Are Government aware that statutory rights 
for the entitlement of a disability and family pension have been acknow- 
ledged under the War Pensions Act of 1919 and 1920? Do not they intend 
to recognise such rights in the case of Indian personnel? Is it a fact that 
the cause of action arose beyond overseas, the compensation of which is 
due from, and chargeable to the Home Government? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The right to Great War disability and family pensions 
in the United Kingdom, provided that the conditions laid down are ful- 
filled, is conferred by statute in the United Kingdom. The same right is 
conferred by rule in India. Government do not consider it necessary or 
practicable to introduce legislation of the kind at this late date. 

Military Pension Claims. 

f286. Sardar Sant Singh: (</) With reference to the answer given to 
unstarred question No. 146, part (a), dated 9th March, 19B2, will Govern- 
ment please state if para. 1031 of Army Regulations (India), Volume I 
(1915 edition) does not admit all former combatant service for being counted 
towards pension or gratuity? . 

(b) Is it a fact that the following individuals were discharged with 
promises of pen.sion duly entered on their discharge certificates. Last Pay 
Certificates, etc.? 

fi) L(?tter No. 2-119/1/9, dated 22nd June, 1931 of the Officer 
Incharge 10th Bn., 4 '9th Regiment, re Havildar Baz Khan, 
No. 1131. 

(ii) Letter No. 860/20/ A. G., dated 16th November 1928 of the O./C. 

‘A' Coy., l/4th Bombay Grendrs., re Fx- Sepoy Palto Khan, 
No. 3493. 

(iii) Letter No. 2/109/5/384, dated 1st May, 1929 of the Officer 

Inchar^e, Records, 2 /109th Infantry, re L/Nk Bodan Khan, 
No. 168^1. 

(iv) Letter No. B. -14073/3/A. G.-14, of the Army Headquarters, 

India, Adjutant Generals Branch, dated 20th June, 1931, 
re fiic-Sepoy Mamu, No. 376. 

(c) Referring to the answei^given on 9th March, 1932, to the question 
quoted above, is it a fact that para. 1077 of Army Regulations (India), 
1915 edition, lays down that an adversely affected person by new rules 
can claim to receive pension when the deceased joined the service; that 
note 4 appended to para. 591 of the Pay and Allowance Regulations, Part 
n, lays down that consent to the changed rules is necessary, and that 


tFor answer to this question, set answer to question No. 283. 
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there is a ruling of the Military Accountant General given in his letter 
No. 2610-At./B., dated 20th Januai*y, 1932? Are Government prepared 
to review the ca&es of these claimants? 

Pensions withheld on Account op Convictions in Political Cases.. 

287. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer given on 
9th March, 1932, to imstarred question No. 148, will Government kindly 
state if it is not a fact that para. 184 of the Pension .Regulation does not 
debar the District or Independent Brigade Commander from withholding or 
reducing the pension or gratuity of an Indian military pensioner even if 
he be convicted of any crime of a political nature? 

(6) Is it not a fact that such power is given only in cases of convic- 
tion of a serious crime, or of being found guilty of grave misconduct other 
than of a political nature? 

(c) If so, are Government prepared to restore in full the arrears of 
pensions of those persons whose pensions have been withheld on account 
of convictions in political cases or on mere police rei)orts? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (6). Under paragraph 181 of the Pensioa 
Eegulatioiis a District C’omuiandc'r, on the rtH*ommondation of the local 
civil aiitlioritic's, is competent tf> order the forfeiture of pensions in eases 
relating to niiseonduct of a political nature 

(cO Does not arise. 

Facilities for Claiming Military Pensions. 

288. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer to imstarred 
question No loO {b) given on 9th March, 1932, will Government please lay 
on the table a comparative statement showing adequate facilities for 
Indian military pensioners as against the facilities given to British ex- 
soldiers and their families? 

(5) Is it not a fact that : 

(i) a British pensioner can engage the services of any voluntary 

worker or friend whereas in India it is resented; 

(ii) a British p(*nsioner in Appeal Tribunals can engage a solicitor 

or barrister, a specialist and a friend while in India the 
C. M. P. A., ^Ihow, decided that no reply can be sent to the 
address of a pleader; 

(iii) despite the high percentage of literates in England hundreds of 

committees, sub-committees and sub-sub-conimittees with a 
hoard of voluntary workers have betai appointed and notices 
allixed on ev(;ry' post oiVice and j)iibl‘u5 building showing the 
location of these committees and addresses of voluntary 
workers, wlna-eas in India the location and the new designa- 
tion of disbanded units is not known even by Deputy Com- 
missioner’s ofiiees, which usually ask the claimants about 
the location of thoir unit? 

(c) If BO, what were the facilities afforded to Indian cx-soldicrs? 

Mr. Q. M. Young: Government arc not prepared to argue the matter 
with the Honourable Member. They are satisfied that all genuine claims 
to pension are fully investigated, and they are always ready to examine 
any individual case themselves, if brought to their notice. 
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Military Disability and Family Pension Claims. 

289. Saridar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the reply given on 9th 
Vi arch, 1932, to unstarred question No. 152 (a) and (5), are Government 
prepared to see the cases detailed below V 

(i) Letter No. I. H. C./44/34, dated 81st October, 1031 of the Head- 
quarters No. 2 (E. C.) Coy. I. H. C., Lucknow, re Mustt. 
Ghogri widow of late Sweeper Jail Lai No. 8268. 

(iij Letter No. 18330/27/E. -8, dated 15th December, 1031 of the 
Officer In charge Eecords. Indian Signal Corps, JuDDuipore, r& 
Mustt. Nimbo, mother of late Driver Jai Earn No. 5088. 

(iii) Letter No. 2-102/1/28, dated 17th March, 1931, of the Officer 

Incharge Eecords, 2/ 102nd Grenadiers, Bareilly, re Mustt. 
Lado widow of No. 1747 Sepoy Hari Singh. 

(iv) Letter No. G.-4/4116, dated 20th January, 1932, of the 0. M. A. 

and Pension, Lahore, re Mustt. Anaran, widow of late No. 3012; 
Sepoy Hazari Singli. 

(v) Letter No. F./P. A. l)./55; 1/0/3018, dated 27th October, 19*30 

of the C. ^1. A. S. C. Poona, re Mustt. Eaham Daulat, 
mother of Fitter Jangsber Klian No. 6782. 

(vi) Letter No. 203/28, clatort 1928, of the 0. C. 2/9th 

-•»th August ' 

Jat Eegimcnt to District Soldiers Board, Delhi, re No. 5117 
Sepoy Jhawar. 

I^vii) Letter No. 4/9/4/1/410, dated 3rd December 1931, of the 
Officer Incharge Eec ords, 4/9th Jat Eegimcnt, re No. 2105- 
e.r- Sepoy Futlicyab Khan. 

(viii) Letter No. 794/A. /20, dated 7th ^lay, 1931, of the Adjutant 
5; nth Sikh Eogiiiieut, re No. 900 llescrvist Nagender Singh. 

(ix) Letter No. 14763/2/ A. -2. dated 28th November, 1931, of the 

Headquarters, Northern Command, Eawalpindi, rc ex-Sepoy 
Narain Singh. 

(x) Letter No. A./13/1/679, dated 27th March, 1931, of the Adjutant 

13th 1). C. O. Lancers, rc No. 724 Sowar Chanen Singh. 

(/)) Have not the affidavits of eye \Aitnessos submitted to substantiate 
the facts of death and disabilities been disregai’ded by the authorities con- 
oerned ? 

(c) Have not tlie Alinistrv of Pensiors issued instructions in the cases 
t deaths and disabilities unrecorded to allow the advantage of doubt to 
le beneficiaries? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Inquiries are being made and replies will be laid on 
no table, in duo course. 

Military Disability and Family I’ension Claims. 

290. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
to the practice prevalent- in tlieir department whereby proved and 
acceptable disability claims have been admitted by the Government of 
^idia with effect from the date of their sancti«-n and on rates far below the- 
^linimum as against the date of casualty and the monthly minimum rate 
l^s. 8 per mensem? 
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(b) Are Government aware that the above practice extends to family 
pensions of the Indian ranks? 

Hr. 0. tf. 7oung: (a) and (6). The answer is in the negative. All 
claims that are eligible and proved are disposed of in accordance with 
the rules. 


Pbomotion of Tblbobaphists. 

291. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
refer to unstarred question No. 403 (regarding promotion of Telegraphists) 
put in the Assembly on the 23th March, 1931, and state what decision has 
been arrived at in the matter? 

(b) If so, will Government please state whether definite rulings have 
since been issued on the points raised therein ; if not, when a decision may 
be expected? 

< 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) and (fc). A decision on the subject has been post- 
poned pending the consideration of certain connected questions relating to 
retrenchment. 


Recommendations of the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment 

Sub-Committee. 

292. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether tlie recommendations of the Posts and Telegraphs Retrench- 
ment Sub-Committee as laid down in paras. 202 (Chapter X) and 164, sub- 
para. (6), (Chapter VIII) of their Interim Report have been accepted by 
Government ? 

(b) If so, to what extent? If not, what are the reasons? 

i 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (u) Tin? suggestions in the paragraphs 
in qu3stion are being considered. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Determination of Seniority of Baudot Supervisok.s in the Posts and 

Telegraphs Department. 

293. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Is it a fact that the Indian Tele- 
graph Association requester! the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
to issue clear and definite instructions for fixing seniority amongst the 
Baudot Supervisors qualified in different standards to fill up appointinfnis 
carrying allowances? 

(by If so, will Government please state whether the instructions asked 
for have since been given? It not, when are the instructions likely to be 
issued? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(h) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. The last part doe® 
not arise. 
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Confirmation of Probationers in the Chief Accounts Office, 

East Indian Railway. 

294. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Is it a fact that there is a rule 
hat the Adniinistration Section of «*i Chief Accounts OfiBcer's Office, should 
)e manned by the most efficient staff? 

(b) If so what steps are being taken to give effect to the views of 
VIr. Sankara Iyer, Ifito Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian Railway, ex- 
pressed on the eve of his transfer on the subject of the confirmation of prtv 
3 ati oners ? 

(c) Do Government propose to issue orders to those concerned, so that 
the views of Mr. Sankara Iyer are not overlooked? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: The internal arrangernents of the office are for the Chief 
ALCCOunts Officer to decide, subject to the general control of the Controller 
oi Railway Accounts, and Government do not propose to interfere in them. 

Confirmation of Probationers i.v the Chief Accounts Office, 
East Indian Railway. 

296. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Are Government aware that the 
prolonged period spent on probation by those men of the East Indian Rail- 
way Accounts Department, who were recruited on the results of the com- 
petitive examination, prescribed in Appendix R to the Financial Com- 
missioner of Railways* Memorandum No. 5565-F., dated the 31st July, 
1929, is in contravention of their “Letters of Appointment**, and that it * 
has debarred them from drawing their annual increments? If so, do Gov- 
ernment propose to permit them to draw their annual grade increase? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether Government intend to 
issue necessary instructions to the Chief Accounts Officer, East Indian 
Railway for confirming these probationers against existing permanent 
vacancies? Will any additional expenditure be involved thereby in 
view of the Controller of Railway Accounts letter No. 336-C. R. A./E. /SO, 
dated the 1st November 1930? 

t 

Mr, P. R. Rau : I have called for certain information on the subject and 
will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Abolition of the Appointment of Deputy Assistant Enoineer, 
Telegraphs Construction. 

296. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to an insertion entitled Posts and Telegraplis Sub-Committee’s 
Report in the Atnriia Bazar Patri1{a, sometime in the last week of De- 
cember, 1931? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state why one Deputy Assist- 
^t Engineer. Telegraphs Construction, is attached to the Patna Telegraph 
Engineering Branch? Is there any professional work for him to do? 

- W Have Government proposed io abolish the said post, in order to run 
that branch more economically? 

T. Ryan: (a) Government have seen the article. 


B 
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(ft) The Deputy Assistant Engineer was attached to the Patna Division 
for the supervision of construction work. 

(c) The question is under consideration. 

Abolition of the Appointment of Deputy Assistant Enoineeb, 
Telegraphs (Construction. 

297. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state why one Deputy Assistant Engineer is attached to the Patna Tele- 
phone Exchange? Is there any professional work for him to do? Did 
the special officer, Mr. P. N. Mittra, deputed by the department in con- 
nection with the reduction of staffs, approve a Deputy Assistant Engineer 
for Patna? 

(6) Have Government proposed to abolish the said post to run the 
Patna Telephone branch more economically? 

(c) Is it a fact that the connections there are less than five hundred? 

(J) If the reply to part (b) is in the affirmative, do Government propose 
to appoint a Senior Telephone Supeiwisor for the Patna Telephone Ex- 
change, instead of a junior, who will also be a IVlephone adviser to the 
Divisional Engineer Telegraphs, Patna? 

» 

Mr, T. Ryan: Enquiries are being made and a reply will be laid on the 
table ill due course. 

Reduction in Number of Sub- Divisional Officers, Tklkcraptis. 

298. Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: Is it a fact that at present four 
Sub-Divisional Officers, Telegraphs, are attached in each Division, in ihe 
Telegraph Engineering Branch? If so, have Government considered the 
question of appointing three Sub -Divisional Officers with a few more dorks 
under them, in each division, for the sake of economy? 

Mr. T, Ryan : The reply to the first part of the question is in the nega- 
tive. The second part does not arise. 


DEATH OF MB. K. V. RANGASWAMI IYENGAR. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : I think, 
Sir, before wc proceed to the hiisiru'ss of the day, it will be tin*, wish 
of this HouSf‘ that something should be said of one who was formerly one 
rf onr Member- und who passed awav yesterday (‘veiling. Mr. Rangaswnmi 
Ivtmgar had a ven^ long connection with (he Gentral Legislature*. Ih 
was first a iMembcr of the old Imperial Legislative Council, subseqiicnlly 
I understand of the Council of State, then for four years — during 1021' 

r>f the Legislative Assembly, and at the time of his death he was again 

a Member of the Council of State. A great many of the Honnurahlr 
Members present to-day must remember very well his familiar figure on 
the benches opposite, and the very close attention he paid to the dehatcH. 
notwithstanding the physical defect of his deafness, which must bay*" 
made it very difficult. But he never allowed his disability to stnnd m 
the way of the performance of his duties as a Member of the Legislature* 
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^ind 1 have often admired the firmness and. perseverance with which ho 
jcarried on under circumstances of difficulty. I knew him as a man of 
the most courteous and kindly nature and also of considerable ability, 
who cyild make a worthy contribution to the discussions in this House. 

We shall all miss him. Sir. and feel that we have lost a personal friend, 
t am sure it would he in accordance with the wish of every Honourable 
Member if you, Sir, were to communicate to his relatives an expression 
of our deep sympatby and sorrow. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan llural) : Sir, I little knew when 1 went to see Mr. Ranga- 
i 4 wami Iyengar last evening in the hospital that this morning what was 
left of }iiin would be added to the sacred waters of the Jumna. Sir, he 
came hi*re full of hojie that he would continue his work for the country 
through tlu^ Legislature. He was a signatory, before the reforms came 
into existence, to the 10 Members’ mcmoramlurn. He was then a colleague 
of Sir Surendra Nath Banorjea and Sir Bhnpendra Nath Basil ; and in 
tiiose days when the reforms were yet to come into existence and when 
agitation had to be carried on in the country, he joined hands with Mrs. 
Besant, and travelled long distances preaching the. gospel of Home Rule. 
He, however, did not join the non-co-operation movement which followed; 
but true to his duty as a. legislator, he entered the Legislature, the Council 
•of State, as a representative of the landholders of South India. Again 
when the Swarajists entered the TiCgislatiire, he came to the Legislative 
Assembly, joined the Swaraj Part.y, and was one of the most respected 
Members of that party, who enjoyed the confidence not only of its leaders 
blit of the rank and file. Time and again lie liad to differ from his 
loaders. Indopcndenco which was an outstanding trait of his character shone 
when his conviction was not in agreement with their convictions. He 
then stood for the Council of State, and without any difficulty the pro- 
vince which htul honoured him before sent him back to the Council of 
State. Sir, lu‘ (aunc of a very aristocratic family in the South, and 
spent most of the money that was his in the public cause; and he will 
long be n'memborod in South India, as in tliis Legislature, as a great 
rnan and a g/)()d man. wlio was generous, even to a fault. AVlien T look 
back to six days ago. when he was taken away from his house to the 
bospital, T could not imagine that he would pass away; he looked so very 
benhhy. Sir. “in the midst of life we are in death”. Mv party and I 
deeply mourn his passing away- We can only pray for the progress of 
bis soul. It is very seldom that we come across one so good and so 
ivim. The hand we were pleased to touch has gone; ilio voice we loved 
to llO! ir we shall hear no more. May he rest in pence “where the wicked 
cease from troubling and the weary aro at rest.” 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar fAfndras Citv: Non-lMuham- 
inadan TTihau) : Sir. T should like to associati' mvsrir and mv party with 
the motion that has been made by my Hononrablo friend the Leader of 
t u' House. Mr. Kodivalam V. Rangaswami IvemTnr was a well known 
'^are in Madras politics and was in the public* life of the country and 
the Presidency for the last twenty years. When wo remember that 
was only 46 at the time of his death, wc can realise at what envlv age 
of' came into prominence in public life and what an active part he has 
takou during the last twenty years in ever\^ aspect of political affairs in 
bo country. Not only did he take a leading part in national politics, as 

B 2 
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has been referred to by niy friend, Mr. llanga Jyer, but he was also 
interested in parochial politics: he v\as the Chairman of the Municipal 
Council of Srirangam, his birtli-pjace, and his name is a household word 
both in 'rrichinopoly and in Srirangani. In the old Imperial Legislative 
Council T believe he had the honour of being a (?<>lleague of yours, Sir, 
and for many years with the great men who then took part in the debates 
of tliat Couneil he joined in organising and expressing the public opinion 
of the counlrv. Mr. Itangaswami Iyengar has been from 1010, except 
for a short period of one year in 102») or 10*2(>, a member of the* Central 
Legislature, either of the old Imperial Legislative Council or of the leforined 
Legislature at the centre. 11 is personality, his charming iigurc, big absolute 
urbanity of temperament and li:s pleasant ways always will remind every 
one of us *4 the nature of his good qualities. I have never seen him — 
and I do imt think any -Memh(M- of this FTousf has ever schui him — in a 
temper. Wiiatever mieht be tin* oceasi(Ui. however rmieh he might fetd, 
he always kept that cheerful outkxd: and that cheerful ]a‘rsoualitv which 
was his chief characteristic. Sober, always straight in. his talk, and always 
mellowed in his language, ^fr. Bangaswami Tyeugar typified the rural 
gentleman at liis best. T think that we will l)e doing <uu* duty if we 
convey on behalf of the House our feelings of regret to the mernhers of 
his family at the early demise of tlie gcmtleman. Sir, the circumstances 
under which he was parted from us are of the most tragic kind. Away 
from home, away from those who are near and (h'ar to him. with only 
his brother who was just in time to see him in life, Mr. Bangaswami 
Iyengar has passed away in a strange place, comparatively s])eaking. 
These tragedies make us realise^ occasionally what tliosi» who an* doing 
their best on the? non-official side for the cause of tlie country may have 
to suffer. Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar’s death must bring home to (‘very 
one of \is that they also serve who only stand and w.ait. and they also 
serve who place before the authorities the best temp(*r and the best opinion 
of their countrymen in this country. 

MAulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ( South Madras : Muhamma- 
dan) : Mr. President, it is my most painful duty to associate myself with 
the previous speakers in expressing our sense of sympathy and grief for 
the bereaved family of our departed friend Mr. K. V. Bangaswami 
Iyengar. He belonged to the same placi; from when* T come. Tie was 
rnv personal friend and was bfdoved by all eommnnitios alike. Though 
an orthodox Bralimin, ho was very social with both Tfuliaiis and Fhiro- 
peans. In him we liave lost a genuine and genial friend. Sir, it was 
only the other day that T met him quite hale and hearty, and this 
morning T was shocked to find from the JlinduHtan Times that ho had laken 
ill and passed away from this world. It pained me verv rmicli. Ix-canse 
I had no opportunitv of knowing that he had taken ill. Having h<‘ar(] 
suddenly about my friend's untimely demise, I ran up to the hospital 
this morning and took a last glimpse of his face. Sir. he was a staunch 
nationalist. His much-lamented father Mr. Kodialnm Vasudeva Tvengar 
was a nominated member of the Madras Legislative Couricil who had many 
a virtuf. Mr. T^angaswami Tvengar had inherited all those virtues and 
was connected with many national institutions, and ns Chairman of the 
Srirangam Municipality, which is only three miles off from Trichinopoly, he 
was very popular among all classes of people. As has been expressed bv 
the Deputy Leader of our party, Mr. Bangaswami Tvengar has passed 
away from this world under very tragic circumitances. His beloved 
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mother, who is much advanced in age, his daughters and other near 
relatives are far away trom Delhi; they could not even come and have 
a last gliinpsc of the deceased; so, Sir, he died a very doleful death. Of 
course gentlemen of his stamp are very few, in whom are combined many 
good qualitu‘S. Being ti nationalist of the first order he always interested 
himself in all causes which are calculated to lead to the advance of the 
country and the uplift of all Indians alike. With these few words, 1 
support the motion before the House. 

Mr. Muhaiamad Yaxnin Khag (Agra Division : Muhammadan Kurai) : 
Sifj Mr. liangaswami Iyengar was a great friend of mine. We were both 
colleagues in the first Council of State, and then he came back to the 
Assembly when 1 also came back here. I liad known him for all this long 
period, and I can certainly say that he was a very conscientious legislator, 
a thorough gentleman and a go<xl friend. It is a pity that he should have 
been snatched away from our midst at such an early age as 46, and I 
sympathise with the bereaved family and associate my parly and myself 
with every word that has fallen from the previous . speakers. 1 support 
this motioa. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal: Kuropean): Sir, we here also wish to 
be associated to thfi fullest exttuif with all that lias already been said 
iconceniing tlie sudden and tragic death of one who wns our former 
colleague and who wms so well known to man\ of ns. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (liajshalii Division: Muhammadan Kurai): Sir, it is 
with great regret that we have lu'ard the sad report of the death of 
Mr. liangaswami Iyengar, J^hirly in the niorning we got the news trom the 
iiews|)apers, without knowing anytliing about his illness before, that he 
passed away last night. Mr. liangaswami Iyengar lieionged to a very 
aristocratic fa mi I \ of South India and he represented the Landholders' 
interests in the l^egislatures. 1 first met him in 1921 in this city. He 
was goiKM’ous t^) a Ian it; he was V( rv clever and a great student of politics. 
Though lu* was an orthodox l^rahiniii. stih he was very social with all com- 
uiunities, and in this mailer ] think he lias left behind an example for 
many of us to follow. I have been closely watching him since 1921, and 
I must say tliat he was a thorough gentleman and had a large heart. His 
writings on ])olitieal matters and certain other social subjects have left 
some r(iminiseenc(‘s of his life behind. I kinnv he was writing some books, 
and 1 do not know if he was able to complete his labour of love before his 
doatli. IK? was so bard working, and Si> tb«aightfnl, that whenever any- 
thing hap])ened either here or in the other ])lace, he woidd immediately 
take up the question and study it closely, and he made a lot of sacrifice 
even to his pm-sonal diseoinfort . Sir, 1 associate myself with the Honour- 
able the Leadtu’ of the House and endorse each and i‘vcrv word that has 
fallen from the lips of my friends belonging to the ditTerent parties. It is 
^nly fair, Mr. l^residont, that onr t'xpressitm of sorrow slionld rc'aeh the 
tnernlTers of In’a family. T understand his brother hurried to this place 
from ilio South coast only a couple of days ago and he was able, to meet 
fhc deceased just in time. It is really a ])ity that wo were not informed 
<^f the serious nature of his illness nor of the exact- Innir fixed for his funeral, 
otherwise some of n^ at least would havi' taken a last glimpse of the 
deceased, and wo have missi'd ;m opportunity of our life. 

Mr. President (T’he Honoural)le Sir Ibrahim Kahimtooia) ; The Oliair 
y^ishes to associate itself with all that has fallen from Honourable Members 
in regard to the sad loss which the country bas suffered by the premature 
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passing away of Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar, a gentleman whom I had known 
for many years and with whom I had developed close ties of friendship. 
Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar was a very quiet worker in the cause of his 
country, and one of his greatest merits w'as that he w'’as always found asso- 
ciated w ith all progressive movements for the advancement of his mother- 
land. The Chair will communicate to his relatives the feeling of sorrow 
and syinpatliy t') which the House has given expression. 


KLECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: l have to inform the Assembly that the following 
Members luivo been elected to serve on the (Joniinittee on Public Accounts,, 
namely : • 

1. Hao l^ahadiir M. C. Rajah. 

2. Mr. T. X. Rainakrislina Beddi. 
d. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan. 

4. Mr. S. C. Mitra. 


ELECTION OF MEMPiERS TO THE STANDING FINANCE 
COMMITTEE FOB RAILWAYS. 

Mr. President: 1 have also to infoiin the Assembly that the following 
Members have been elected to the Standing Finance Committee for Rail- 
ways, namely : 

1. Mr, R. S. Sarma. 

2. Khan Bahadur H. M. W’ilayatullah. 

3. Mr. G. Morgan. 

4. Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

5. ilr. A H. Ghuznavi. 

6. Sirdar Horbans Singh Brar, 

7. Maiilvi Say \ id Murtuza Saheb Bahadur. 

8. Mr. Miiliarnmad Yamin Khan*. 

0. Khun Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin. 

10. Mr. Bhuput Sing. 

11. Ilao Bahadur S. R. Pandit. 

STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABl.E. 

ilEPUESKXTATIOX OF MUSLIMS IX THE lXCOME-T.\X DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (J^’inunce Mornber) : I lay on the 

table the information y)r('mised in reply to starred question No. 612 asked 
by ill*. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim on the 4th March, 1932. 

(a) Total havo been made for the appointment of 3 Examiners .ind L 

Assessors Tb(- ifjUer appointmerts bad to be made in the chain of vacancies cause 
by the appointment of 17 Assessors as Income-tax Officers. 
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Of the candidbies selected 2 are G. D. As., 1 M.A., 1 B.Com., 11 B.As. aod 
1 B.Sc. 4 men have 'been promoted from the department. 

Appointments made up-to-date — 3 Examinera and 11 Assessors. 

(b) This is not a fact. All those candidates who arc G. D. As. were offered 
appointments, but only 3 G. D. As. accepted. Certificates of Divisional AccounUct 
are not regarded as entitling the holders to preferential ' treatment in filling appoint- 
ments. It does not appear that any holder of such a certificate applied for one 
of these temporary posts. 

Of the 3 G. D. As., 2, have been appointed to these temporary posts and 1 has- 
been held in re.serve to fill a permanent appointment as Examiner which has Fallen 

vacant. 


(c) No B.A. or M.A. in Persian has been selected for apix)intinent. so the ia:,t 2 r 
part of the question does not arise. 

{d) The figures are shown as below : 


— 


1 

i 

! No. of 

1 clerks. 

1 

No. of 

Mahomedau* 

clerks. 

Office of Commi.-sionei* uf Income-tax, Bengal 


15 

m. 

Office of Assistant Commissioner, Calcutta 

. 

7 

1 

1 A’t/. 

Office of Assistant ( oniinisaionor. Head Quarters 

• 

; It 

1 ^ 


(e) The Honourable Meniber is apparently referring to the circular issued by the 
Government of Bengal regarding representation in Services under their coiilroi. The 
orders of the Government of India, as the Honourable Member is aware, are that 
ona-third of the permanent vacancies should be reserved for redressing communal 
inequalities. They have laid down no fixed percentages for any particular minority 
community, 'but have under consideration the question how far it is practicable to 
follow the pra<‘tice of hwal Governments in respect of Services under the Central 
Government recruitment to which is made locally. 

(/) 38 per cent, of the total strength of clerks in Income-tax Offices and Assistant 
Commissioners’ offices. 


Applications for IIk vision of Income-tax in the Bombay Presidency. 

The HonourablB Sir George Schuster: I lay on the table the information 
promised in to starred question No. 658 asked by Mr. Lalchand 

Navalrni on the 7lh March, 1932. 


(a) The numlnsr of applications wa.s : 

1928-29 . 849 

I929.3t» 1,512 

1930-31 1,474 

I regret that it is not possible to inform the Honourable Member in how many 
cases the applicant rec]uested a hearing and in how many cases a hearing was gi/2i. 
To obtain this inform.ltion Would' involve the examination of 3.835 files, and I do 
not feel justified in imposing that task on the staff. I may remind tlu* Honourable 
Mem'ber that the (\)mmissioner acting under section 33 is theoretically acting of his 
own motion. The section does not provide for any application by an assesses, nor 
fioes it require that the assessco should given a hearing except when the (Com- 
missioner proposes lo pass an order })rejudicial to him. The Gommissioiier estimate? 
that he granted a hearing in about 40 i>or cent, of the cases. 

(5) As already stated, the law does not contemplate the presentation of appli- 
cations under section 33. Nor does it require the Commissioner to record reasons 
lor deciding not to exercise his powers under that section. When the Commissioner 
so decides, he informs the applicant accordingly, and does not generally record liie 
leasons for that decision. Where he does record his reasons, a copy of his order 
IS given to the assessee if he applies for it. 
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Number op Sikhs and Members of other Communities on Committees of 
THE Round Table Conference. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy (Momber for Coiuiuercie and Rail- 
ways) : 1 lay on the table the information promised in reply to starred 
question No. 721 asked by Sardar Sant Singh on the 9th March, 1932. 

Indian States Cominittees — 

(a) Nil, 

(b) Hindus 4. f 

Muhammadan 1, * 

Anglo-Indian 1 

Sikhs — The only application received from Sikhs was for employment as poon. 
(r) Does not arise. 

Indian t'ranrhUe Committee — 

(а) Nil, 

(б) Hindus 15. 

Muhammadans 5. 

Anglo-Indians 2, 

Sikhs — An appointment was offered to a Sikh but he was not prepared to 
accept tile terms offered. 

(c) The information is not readily available. 

Considtati (Jam mittee — 

{a) One. 

{b) Hindus 4. 

Muhammadans 2. 

Anglo-Indian 1. 

Indian Christian 1. 

Sikh 1. 


(e) The information is given below. 


Name of candidate. 

1 

1 Community. \ 

\ \ 

Qualifications. 

1, Mr. Fateh Singh. (He was not 
taken.) 

j 

1 Sikh . • • • 

B.A. Employed in the 
office of the Controller 
of Railway Accounts. 

2. Sir. V^. K. Joseph ■ • • 

I 

1 

Indian Christian , . | 

i 

B.A., LL.B., B. Com. Ho 
has ono year’s previous 

1 experience of office 

work. 

8. Mr. Zia-ud‘din Ahmad • • 1 

i 

1 

1 

Muslim • • • 

! 

B.A., LL.B. A lawyer of 

six years’ standing. He 
has one year‘s previous 
experience of office 
work. 

4, KunwaT Kishove . 

1 

1 

1 Hindu • • 

i 

1 

i 

i 

t 

B,A., LL.B. Has prac- 

tised as a lawyer for 
one year. Has been 

working in a G<>vern- 
mciit office for about 
throe years. 
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Communities of Postmen and Infbkior Servants in Mussoorie Post 

Offices. 

Mr. T. Byaii (Director General, Posts and Telegraphs) : 1 lay on the 
tabic the infomiatioii promised in reply to starred question No. 408 asked 
by Khan Mahadur Haji Wajihuddin oa the I7bh February, 1932. 


(а) Forty-fiva 

(б) Yes. 

(c) The Season arrangements referred to are made by the Postmaster-General, 
Unit^ Provinces Circle, to whom a copy of this question has been sent. 

Bbjection of an Application for Construction of a Bungalow in Lahore 

Cantonment. 

Mr. O. M. Toung (Army Secretary) : I lay on the table the information 
promised in reply to starred question No. 354 asked by Sirdar Sohan Singh 
on the 15th February, 1932. 


(a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, the application was returned without reference to the Board, because the 
specifications of the projwi.sed bungalow were not in accordance with those prescribed 
in a scheme which hjid heeii siinctioned under section 181 (4) of the rantonmenta .Act, 
by the Officer (^ommanding-in-Chief . the (Vuninand. in the area w'ithin which the 
bungalow w’^as to ho constructed. 

(r) Government are of opinion that the object in view, namely, the construction 
of bungalow’s of a particular type, should have l>een achieved by by-law’s under 
section 186 (b) of the rantonments Act rather than by the iTn|>osition of a scheme 
under sul)-section (4) of section 181. and ar-^ communicating orders accordingly to 
the authorities concerned. 

{d) Y©^. 

(r) and (/). The practice existed until lately hut has now been disi ontinued. 


ProSEPUTIONS iNSTITirTED BY THE P'XKCUTIVE OFFICER, SlAl.KOT CANTONMENT. 

Mr. O. M. Young: l Ijiy Oil the table the infumiatloii promised in reply 
to starred question No. OOl asked bv Sirdar Sohaii Singh on the 7th March, 
1932. 


(^) GovernmeiU iiiiderstaiid that .since the imroduciion of the C'aiuuinncnts Act, 
1924, tile praitice in the Sialkot Gantoiiniem has l>eeii for the E.xocuLive OfTiccr to 
issue notices under that Act as soon as the necessity for doing s<^ arose, his acticn 
l>eitig siib.S(M)uently confirmed by a re.solution of the Board. 

(b) and (c). After the Board had coiifirnietl the issue of the notices the E.xecutive 
olficer lodged pro8<icution.s for non-coinpliaiic© with tho'C notires .is the Buaui l.ad 
delegated its powers under sections 266 and 267 to him. 

((f)y (e) and (/). Yes. 

(if) The oxpense.s of the CaiiloiiineiU Boartl in th*' iCNi.sioii })roi eediiigs amounted 
to H». 165 

(/f) Government have no inhuinatitni. 

(i) No further action is called for. a.s both the (’aiiionment Board and the Execut ve 
Officer acted in good faith and in the belief that the procedure which had been 
followed for some years was correct. 

(i) Government have no re^ison to believe that the iiuorrecl procedure is followed 

other cantonments; and, in view of the dooisioii of the High Conit. they do not 
“'insider that any action is required. 
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Muslim Clerks discharged from the Office of the Chief Medical. 
Officer, North Western RaiLIway. 

Mr. P. S. Sau (Financial Commissioner, Railways): I lay on the table 
the infomuition promised in reply to starred question No. 675 asked by 
Mr. Muhammad iluazzam Sahib Bahadur on the 7th March, 1982. 


Only one clerk has been discharged from the office of the Thief Medical Officer. 
Northwestern during the last three years and that clerk lielougod to the 

Muslim community. The clerk discharged was inefficient and before his service'^ 
W'ere dispensed with he had had .sufficient warning given to him that his work was 
not of the standard required. 


Appointment of Traffic Inspectors on the North Western Railway. 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I lay on the table the information promised in reply 
to starred question No. 416 asked by Mr. Lalcband Navalrai on the 22nd 
February, 1932. 

{a) and (ft). The last 4 employ cc.-< <nnfirmod as Traffic IiiSfMXitors together with 
their substantive pay and the pay on which they have been cniifinned are /i - 1 
below : — 


I 


Xame?. 


Former substantive 1 

Substantive 



pav. 1 

i 

pay. 



' 

Rk. 

1. Mr. W. W. Foster 

• 

. A. S. .\I., Orado V Rs. ‘hMi 

:i80 

2. Mr. Raghwansh Singh . 

• 

. Claims Ingpoctor pay Rs. IRO ; 

:i65 

3. Mr. Kirpa Kam . 

. 

. S. M., Grade 111 pay Rs. 19^ . 

1 

365 

4. Mr. Dewan (’hand 

. 

. S. M., Grade III pay Ks. 190 

366 


(c) Promotions to the post of Traffic Inspector are made by selection from en; 
ployees who have adequate e.xperience and who are considere*! to have the qualifications 
necessaiy for this post. Such employee.^ appear before a Seli^ction Board of Principal 
Officers in Headquarter.s by which the final selection is made, and by whom due consi- 
deration is given to the claims of all. 

(rf) I understand there i.s no likelihood of their ronfirination being cancethd. 
Their case is different from that of the Controllers referred to by the Honoumble 
Member. 


Non-inclusion of certain Resolutions in the Agenda of a Meeting 
OF THE Lahore Cantonment Board. 

My. O. M« Young: I lay on the table the information promised in reply 
to starre^l qiie.stion No. 801 asked by Sirdar Rohan Singh on the 
February, 1932. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Xo. The re-solutions were returned undei' iiistruitions of the President. 1 
informed that, among other reai-on.s which Icii to their not being plfu^ed 011 
agenda, th^'v were not received 10 ilayt* before the inoeiiiig. as required by 
regulations. 

(c) Yes, provided that it complied with the regulaikms on the subject. 

(d) Does not arise. • 
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Officers dealing with Establishment Matters on the Eastern Bbngai^ 

Eailway, 

Mr. P. B. Rau: I lay on the table the information promised in reply 
to unstarred question No. 87 asked by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad on the 
22nd February, 1932. 


Five Muslim officers employed on the Fasitern Bengal Railway deal with establish- 
ment matters, in addition to their technical duties, viz. :• 


Department, 

Rank. 

1 

j 

1 Designation. 

Medical .... 

1 Head of Department . j 

i j 

Chief Medical Officer. 

1 


^ 1 District Officer . i 

! District Traffic Superintendent 

Traffic and Commercial . 

3 ] ' 

1 (Crews). 

i 

I C. 2 Assistant Officers 

1 

1 A.ssistant Traffic Superinten- 
dent, Santahar. 


I I 


I i Assistant Crew Officer. 

Signal Engineering . . | 1 Assistant Officer . . 1 Assistant Signal Engineer,. 

I ! Calcutta. 


As regards Offico Superintendents and Head Clerks, there are 5 Muslim employed 
follows : 


Department — 

Mechanical Engineering — 

1 Head (Merk employed at Naiiiali in the Head Train Examiner*s Office. 

1 Head Clerk employed at Kaiiohrapara in the Electric Power Superintendcul’s- 

Office. 

1 Head Clerk employed at Paksey in the Establishment Section of Oistricu 
Loco. Superintendent’s Office. 

1 Head Clerk employed at Paksey in the Aocount.s Section of District Loco. 
Superintendent’s Office. 

Traffic — 

1 Head Clerk employed at CaUutia .n the District Traffic Superintendeut 
Crews’ Office. 


rON'niA(TS FOi; I '.N LOADING AND STOCKING COAL ON THE GrEAT InDIAN 

PeNIN -^DLA DaILWAY. 

Mr. P. K. Rau: T lay oil (he taiile ihe information promised in reply 
to starred question No. 770 i)v Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henrv Gidney 

on the Mtli March, 1932. 


(q) The reply to all the parts of lhi« ipiestion is in the negative, 
(ft) Does not arise., 



BBAFT CONVENTION AND RECOMMENDATIONS RE PROT^EOTION 
AGAINST ACCIDENTS OF WORKERS EMPLOYED IN LOADING 
AND UNr.OADING SHIPS. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy (Leader of the House) : With your 
pemiissiori, I wish to make a statement regarding the Draft Convention 
and Recfommendations concerning the protection against accidents of 
workers employed in loading or unloading ships adopted by the Inter- 
national Labour Conference at its 12th Session held in 1929. 

On the 14th July, 1930, this House adopted the following Resolution 
moved on behalf of Government: 


“This Assembly having considered : 

(1) the Draft (..-onveiition concerning the protection against accidents of workers 

employed in loading or unlc^ing ships; 

(2) the Recommendation concerning reciprocity as regards the protection 

against accidents of workers employed in loading or unloading ship^; 

and 

(3) the Recommendation concerning the consultation of workers* and employers* 

Organi&itions in the drawing up of regulations dealing with the safety 
workers employed in loading or unloiiding ships; 

■ adopted by the international Lihour (Conference at its I'welfth Session rcconmieiitis 
to the Governor General in Council that he siiould examine the possibility of giving 

'effect to the aiiove Convention and the H-ecommendations and that the results ot* 

this examination should he placed before the Assembly within eighteen months from 
this date.’* 

The Governiiiont of India consulted the Local Governments and 
through liiem the Port Trust.s and commercial bodies as to the desirability 
of ratifying tlie Draff C’onvention and accepting the Recoiimieridations 
referred in the above Resolution. The replies received showed that the 

weight of opinicai was in favour of the Drail Convention being ratified 
and the Recommendations being accepted. After considering the replies 
the Government of India came to the conclusion that the Draft Convention 
should bi; ralifi(?fi and the Recominendations accepted on behalf of India 
and that necessary legislation should be undertaken to give effect to tlieiii. 
Subsequently, however tliey received intimation from the international 
Labour Office that certain ( lovermneijts had mot with dilliciiltios of a 
practical nature when consiflering the question of ratifying the' Conven- 
tion, and had approached the Office with the suggestion tliat, in order to 
remove these difficidties, the Draft Convention should he modified. An 
examination of the points of difficulty raistid by the Governments referred 
to above stiowcd tliat similar difficulties would arise in India and 1ha< fhe 
amendments to the Draft Convention suggested by the Governments in 
question would remove thorn. In the cireuin stances the Government of 
India decided to posti)one the question of introducing h'gislation to give 
♦ •fleet to tln^ Draft Conv^-ntir>n till tin* decision of tlic Governing Rody 
the International Labour Office on the proposal for the revision of Hie 
Draft Convention had been received. 

The (Tovornment of India have now received intimation that th® 
Governing I3ody of the Interna.tional Labour Office have placed the ques- 
tion of the partial revision of the Draft Convention on the Agenda of Hio 
Sixteenth Session of the International Labour Conference which is to 

{ 2618 ) 
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ab Geneva on the 12th April 1032. In the circumstances the Government 
ot India propose to await furtlier developments before taking any further 
acition regarding the ratification of the Draft Convention and the accept- 
ance of rl»e Recommendations. 


THK DENGAC CliiMLNAL J.AW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) 

DILL — rontd. 

Mr. President : Further consideration of the Bill to supplement the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, as reix>rted by the Select 
Committee. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Nnri-Miiliaim!)adan i»ural): Tlie issue 
involved in this amendment^' is whether we should give sanc- 
tion to taking away the powers of the High Court under section 491 in 
respect (;f the detenus under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
On Thursday last, whiles diseussing tliis |K)int, I attempted to make out 
mv contentions, I asked tin* House* to consider this question as one of 
gn*at and vital im])ortanee. If tliis wen in any sense a communal ques- 
tion i1 would he only a tew Momhevs f)f tlie House that would pay sympa- 
thetic attention to it, hut this is a (piestion of national importanee. and 
1 request tin.! House to give its utmost consideration to It and look at it 
from all noints of view. 

Now, Sir, thi‘ points that I made the other day were these. One, that 
the lil)ertv of a man established hy habcMs corpus does exist independently 
of the provisions of section 491 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The 
second that this Legislature, citlier this House or even the other House, — 
the Council ot State — has got no ])ower to alxdish rights of a hahean corpus 
nature. The third point, with whieli I concluded that day, was that the 
proviso to section 491, Criminal Procedure Code, as it now stands which 
really curtails the po\^’ers of tlie High Court .so far as certain regulations 
mentioned therein are concerned is ulfrn vires. I do contend even now 
that those provisions under clause 8 of section 491 are ulira r/rcs: in 
other Words, even though made by tlie Legislature, thev are null and 
void. Now these are questions purely of law', and it is w^ell-knowm, that 
n legal discussion is generally drv. The other day I was sorry w’hcn my 
Honourable friend. Sir Cow-asp Je.hnngir, found himself somew’hat un- 
comfortable in his seat and doubted whether the points that we are dis- 
cussing liero w'ore appropriate. Tie put a question wdiethcr tin's House was 
constituting itself a High Court. Sir, I know' full well that some Members 
of this House are more acenstomed to politics than to law', and my Honour- 
able friend wnll excuse me if T crave his indulgence for saving that he has 
of course held a portfolio previous! v of a political nature and not of law, 
and therefore perhaps he is a little impatient about the consideration of 
those Inw^ questions. T must how'ovor submit that this question is of such 
an iinporlant character that all the Members of this House must give their 
'vliolo attention to it, and decide for themselves this plain question, namely, 
whether thev are going to curb the elementary rights of a man by ciirtail- 
mg the undoubted rights of the High Court w ith regard to these detenus, 

•“That clause 4 be omitted and danse 5 l>e remimbered as danse 4.“ 
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who are already involved in much hardship and harsh treatment? I would 
therefore ask rny Honourable friend, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, to bear with 
me while I continue my line of argument in order to try to satisfy this 
House that this clause 4 of the Bill, which is sought to be incorporated into 
an Act, should not be so made a Bill of the Bill. Sir, on Thursday last, 

I concluded by saying that proviso 3 to section 491 is really not legal; 
no matter if it has been made by the Legislature; tlie Legislature is after 
all a human body and all human bodies are liable to err. There no doubt 
have been several Acts some provisions of which the highest courts, includ- 
ing the Privy Council, have held to be ultra vires. Sir, I contend that 
that is the exact position here also. 1 lay stress on the point of illegality 
of such a provision as clause 3 of section 491, Criminal Procedure Code, 
because in the Statement of Objects and Reasons only one reason is given 
for enacting this clause and that is that a precedent exists under clause 3 
of section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code wherein certain regulations 
have been excepted from the operation of section 491, Criminal Procedure 
Code. Sir, it is thus sought to be established that so far as the Bengal 
Criminal T^aw Amendment Act is concerned, the High Court should have 
no power to look into the merits of the case and to decide upon the 
justice or otherwise of the case of a detenu. Sir, I referred that day to 
the Indian Law Reports, 30 Bom. and said that in that decision, though 
it has not been directly ruled that proviso 3 is inoperative, yet there are 
some remarks therein to support my view. To make that case understand- 
able, T may say that it was a case in which a man was taken up and ' 
confined under a wril on the requisition of tlie (loveinment of Germany 
for having committed an offence of cheating. An order had Been made 
that that man was to be extradited to Germany to bo tried iliore. An 
application was made to the High Court, probably under section 401 or 
under the' hahras corpus Act, that the High Court should interfere and 
send for tlie record and look into that case to find out for tlicmsolves the 
propriety and legality of the action under the Extradition Aet. Sir, objec- 
tion was taken tlien that the High Court had no jurisdiction and the 
High Court wenf into that question and decided that th(\v had jurisdic- 
tion. This was because tho Extradition Act had made no exception lo 
the exercise of their powers under section 401. Tncidontally, however, 
the question was raised whether the proviso 3 to section 491 is valid or 
invalid. 1 shall read out what they said at page 182 of I. L. R. 39 Cal.: 

“It must, however, he shown clearly that supreme power bucIi a.B th;it under flnhN\< 
Corpus or under direction.s in the nature of that writ ha't l)ppn c\proB.'*1v’ left, if 
he posf^ihUj to the Legislature. “ 

Now these arc the words that T lay emphasis upon, in order to show <hat 
it is doubted whether tho Legislature have got the power to intorfore 
the writ of habeas corpus. Further on, it is said: 

“On the contrary clause 3 of FPction 491, irhether vnlidly or inmlitUy. pvi-ct' 
certain rcgulation.s and Acts from the operation of that section.** 

T lay emphasis on the words “validly or invalidly“. So there is a dmihf 
about its validitv and the question is open. Then further on it lays down: 

“But the Enffli<«li Ad did not give the right to FTabeas Corpus. It merely de- 
clared a right which existed independently of the Statute.*’ 
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[fc is therefore my contention here also that the habeas corpus right remains 
independently of section 491, Criminal Procedure Code. Then, Sir, I 
Arill read out that portion of the ruling v/here it is said ; 

“In re. Salci ex-parte Basel indicated, in sections 11, 33 and 34 Vic. c. 52, 1B70. 
the time when as a matter of procedure that right should he invoked. By the 
order of the Council of 7th March 1904, Gazette* of India, page 463, 14th May 1904, 
it wa.s under section 18 of the English Statute declared that chapter II of the 
Ihdian Act should take effect as if it were part of the English Statute. That order 
has not the effect of incorporating the procedure of section 11 of the Statute into 
this country which has a procedure of iU own.’* 

Sir, the portion which is important is this ; 

“The order may, however, be affected to show, so far as it goes, that there was 
no intention to do away with the right W Uahtna Corpus which was declared in 
Statute in support of which the Indian Act was ordered to take effect as if it were 
a part of it.” 

Then, I submit, tliat I have now made out two points, namely, with 
regard to the existence of the right of habeas corpus independently of the 
Statute in the High Court, and my humble submission is that the provi- 
sion which has been uuide in clause o to section 491, Criminal Procedure 
Code, is not a valid and legal one. After these two points have been made, 

1 would urge that the question with regard to the reasonableness or feasi- 
bility of giving sanction must have some cogent reasons. It is questionable 
whether such cogent reasons do exist. Sir, I must submit that no reason 
has been given ()!i whicli we may place our reliance and it would be 
absolutely wrong on our part to give such a sanction and take away the 
power of the High Court especially with regard to the Bengal Crin\inal 
lifiw AmeiKirnent Act. My reasons for saj’ing so are these. The Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act is an Act which is very harsh and severe in 
its application. That being the case, the question arises whether the only 
fX)\ver lliat lias been reserved to tin* High Court, namely, to send for the 
ease arui find out wliother the man ’s really being detained properly or 
illegally, should also be taken away from it? With regard to this, I would 
refer to section 2 of the Bengal Criminal Fiaw Amendment Act, which says: 

“When in tlie opinion of tho Local (iovornmeiit tliLM-e are reasonable grounds tor 
Relieving that any por.son ha.s acted or abiait t«i act in co itravention of tlie pro- 
visions of the Indian Arms Act and other Explosive Substance Act. . . 

or is found to be a suspect of the crimes therein mentioned, the Executive 
ran pass an order (*alling on liim to notify his residence and any change 
of residence to such authority as may oe specified in the order. Also that 
be shall report himself to the police in such a manner and at such periods 
as may be so specified; shall conduct himself in such a manner or abstain 
from such acts as may be specified: shall reside or remain in any area so 
specified; shall not enter, reside in or remain in any area so specified and 
slinll be committed to custody in jail. Now, Sir, these are the provisions 
whioh are very harsh indeed, and when they are intended to apply not to 
a man who has been judicially found out to be a susnect, they become 
bnrsher still. Then, Sir, let us see what is the procedure that is applied. 
Tt is stated in section 9 : 

“Witbin ono moulb from the Hate of tbe order bv the Local Govornmenfc under 
snlvsortinn (1) of section 2, the Loml Oovernmoni shnll place before two persons, 
wbfv shall be either Res^ion.s .Tudffes or Additional Session'; Judges the ivaferial facts 
and cirenmptanres in tbeir iv>sse!V5ion, on which the order has been based or wbi^'b 
n’e relevant to the inquiry.” 
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These J udges are asked to be only reporters. The section goes on to say : 

“The saicl Judges will then consider tile said material facts and circumstances 
and the allegations and answers and shall report to the Local Government whetiier 
or not in their opinion there is a lawful and snifficient cause for the order,” 

Now, Sir. this is not a judicial decision at all. So we must say that 
the man iiad no trial of any kind; still the two Judges have to be appoint- 
ed and it is always assumed that the procedure was observed though it 
amounts to nothing. In fact, I will say, if I may, that it is no procedure 
but a liiere farce. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. fatil (Bombay Southern Division: Non-Muhain- 
Tnadan Ifural) : Is it opon or hi camera'^ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; It is not open but beyond the screen. Then, 
Sir, these, two Judges sit together and go into the facts supplied to them 
by the (tov(‘riirnent and what do they do? 'I'hey have to make only a 
report .md alter the report let ns see who decides. Sir, the next paragrapli 
gives that answer. 

”On receipt of the said report the L<ical ( lovernnient shall consider the ‘amc 
and shall pass ihe order thereon a> it appears to the Local ( rovernnient to ho just. 
or proper.” 

The qiie.stion lia-^ been settled by the Local Govermnent. They get the 
report and they themselves become the Judge. This is the kind of proce- 
dure thai is prescribed l)y the Act. Further on, it is said: 

“Nothing ill this section shall entitle any person agaiirst whom an ortler has 'necn 
made under suli-section (1) of section 2 to attend in person or to appear ny a 
pleader in iiny matter connected with the reference to the siiid Judges, and the 
proceedings and the rejKirt <»f the said Judge.s shall he confidpnfidl/' 

Sir, is this justice? This procedure is not only harsh but even the report, 
according to this procedure, is confidential. Now, I ask what are you 
going to decide in the case under consideration? Here is a detenu whose 
case has been considered on a report submitted who is only a susjiect detenu 
and his case has been considered in the manner that I have now indicated 
to the House. Thus even the rep<jrt of the two Judges received by the 
Local Government about him remains . a sealed book for the detenu. 

T ask, is this justice? Before we enact this provision in the Bill, we 
must observe that there is at least a glimpse of hope, there is a loophole 
left for that detenu even though on the materials wliicli arc not sufficient 
and the materials which an* supplied by the (‘xccut ive. The detenu lias 
got the hope of getting liis case n'viewed by the* High Court ; but now the 
Government of India an* asking tlie House* In take away that power also 
and leave the detenu in the lurch, in the hands of the executive. They 
can suspect him, they can detain him, they can collect materials against 
him in anv manner they like. They can .appoint two Judges of the 
Court ^:) sit and report on the materials placed before them confidentially 
and then a final order is passed and the Government will say that the 
detenu is really guilty. Now, the Government further want that even 
the High Court should not interfere. Ts this British justice? I therefore 
think that it would help the Government morally if they do not take^ awsy 
the last vestige of hope and the last resort the detenu hna under the Criminal 
Procedure C^e. T can well understand it when thev want to transfer 
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a detenu. There is some reason in it because the Government believe that 
by that detenu remaining in 33engal, he will contaminate other prisoners 
and he will create a disturbance in the prison. That is quite understand- 
able. But if the detenus are transferred, certain conveniences could be 
given to them. What is the alternative going to be provided for in case 
the pow*‘r of the High Court is taken away. The result is that even the 
little redress that the High Court could give to the detenus is sought to 
be taken away. Unless and until there are cogent reasons, which have 
not been given up to this time, the power the High Court to giv(3 redress 
to the detenus should not bo taken away. We. arc Jiot now asking that 
the Criminal Law Ameudmont Act should be repealed. We do not say 
that the procedurt' which is a farce should ho changed or improved. We 
are merely asking that the executive should not be given the power to 
take away the right of llu^ High Court to examine the materials concern- 
ing a detenu. T do not know what reasons the Government have got to 
liikt* nw.Mv the powers of the High (k)urf. Tliev have not given the reasons 
up to now. Tn saying that the Government have not given any reasons, 
T am supported by what the Honourable the Law Member said in his 
speech on this debate. T have read the speech of the Honourable the Law 
Member- -T also heard it in this House — and T find that he has given 
reasons justifying why a detenu should not be given a regular trial. They 
may be right or wrong, acceptable or unacceptable, but with regard to 
ilu* prtivision of iaking away the ])()\vers of the High Court, lu* has given 
no reasons, nor T submit could he give any sound reason. The Honour- 
rible the Law Member said : * 


•‘I mfiy inentit»u only two factors, one is that a (rial is iiiuiesiral»Ie lu ordt*r to 
prolert. witnesses from being a.ssassina(e(l and the second is that if these persons are 
iirniight to trial in that case the.' methods employed by the Government in fighting 
the terrorist movement will have to be disclosed in court in cross examination whi^h 
in the existing circumstances is not desirable.’’ 


I can well understand the. retifoning there. If you are going to have 
an open trial a(*cording to the ordinary procedure of the Criminal Law, 
then witnesses will have to he examined and cross-examined, and then 
there may bo some fear — though I submit that reason also doe?< not appeal 
to me for it will apply to every other case too. This is a political case in 
which witnesses come and give evidence, and they are, according to Govem- 
Tnent, in fear of being assassinated, but may I not ask that even in other 
Criminal trials pertaining to crimes other than political, is it not a fact that 
the witnesses are cross-examined that is likely to create bad blood? Is there 
uo fear of the witnesses being tissassinated ? IMy opinion is that the argu- 
ment will apply to all crimes under the criminal law. If the High Court 
calls for the material papers relating to a detenu, examines tlio pa]K'rs and 
then gives itf< judgment, how is it that witnesses are going to be affected 
by that procedure? There will he no witnesses brought out for examina- 
tion in the couH. How then do you say that the witnesses would be in 
fear of being murdered? The High Court wdll simply examine the case 
and judge on the materials, and how^ wdll this disturb the happy or the un- 
happy methods that Government employ in emshing this terrorist move- 
ment? The reasons that are given for curbing the powders of the High 
^urt do not appeal to me and T do not think they will appeal to the 
House either. I therefore submit that as no reawns are given for taking 
away the powers of the High Court, this amendment should be accepted. 
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l.havo only to say a few more words in conclusion. Section 491 of the 
Criminal Procedure (^3do allows the right to the High Couii; to call tor ?i 
detenu and to consider his case. There is another clause which allows the 
High Court to call for certain witnesses in certain eases. It that power is 
also taken away from the High Court, then why not adopt rather a proce- 
dure in wliicli when the police suspects a inau, they can lake him to the 
jail and let him remain in it till it pleases the police to repoii: to the Local 
Government that the man has behaved better and could be released. Why 
not adopt such a procedure instead of the present one which does not helj) 
the detenu to any extent even his going up to the High Court. With regard 
t:'* eurhiug of such powers of Ihe High Court, the Honourable the Law 
Meinher said the other day that the Govemmeut always lielpcd the High 
Court if th(\v ordered the production of any witnesses. But now the Oov- 
erniiient want to denrivt* tlie High Court of the Statutory power of calling 
for witiiessc's. [ subniil that if witnesses can ho called for by tlie Migli 
Court only on a ri^qiiest to the executive, it is absolutely u wrong [a’0(*edure 
and it will leave the High Court at the mercy of the executive. If we pass 
this provision in this Bill, it will leave the High Court absolutely help- 
less and will leave the High Court completely at the mercy of the Execu- 
tive Government. T therefore object strongly to thi>^ provision being ])ut 

j on the Statute-book. Sir, I will not take any inori* time and 

1 tlnnk T liavc hoeu true to my promise of taking about 
20 minutes. 

% 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has taken So minutes. 

Mr. Lalohand -Navalrai : Whcti siM^akin^ on ;i | oinl of l.jw. fio oji.* I.rcr’s 
low much time he will take, and I have exce(‘dccl my promise by some 
bime. However. I will again appeal to the Houm' that this is a point to 
vhich they sliould civo th(*ir utmost consideration. 'riu»s should he alert 
n safeguarding tiiei?* ])owe]s and in not surrendering tlu’ liberties of tlie 
people to the executive. 

Mr, R. S. Sarma (Nominated Non -Official) ; Sir, w]iat(wer mav bo the 
lefects of the present constitution of the Government of India or the short- 
lomings of the constitution of the present House, nolindy can say that 
his House lacks lawyer Member^ who can frequently illumine and 
nlighten the Members of this House on intricate points of law. W(^ have 
lere lawyers of eminence like onr friend wlio has just finif-hed, lawyers of 
xperience like my friend Mr. Yaniin Khan, and lawyers of both emincnco 
nd experience like rny friend Mr. K. Ahmed. But T really fail lo see 
diether the House is to-day any the richer in its information on this Hill 
ir all the wealth of ivasted eloquence of my Honourable friend Mr. 
»alcband Navalrai. Sir, ho put two or three very passionate questinns 
lis morning. Is the right of the subject being taken away and is tlic 
[igb Cotirt deprived of its rights over these detenus? I want to point out 
lat it is very clear and there is no necossflty for labouring this point, 
here was nothing in the speech of the Honourable the Home Member or 
I the briHiajit exposition of the Honourable the Law Meunber (lie oilier day, 
hieh would give any other impression to this House. The whole 7 )oint of 
le Opposition i^ that the pov'^ers of the High Court are being taken 
way,- -and there is no doubt that they arc being taken away. But the 
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question is why they are being taken away, and the facts that were adduc- 
^ on behalf of this have not yet been controverted by any Member on that 
side. Sir, if the High Court's power is not taken away and if the High 
Court is anked to go into the merits of the case of the detenus who are 
kept without trial, then tliere is an obligation on the part of Government 
to adduce evidence and to produce witnesses to substantiate their case. 
It means that they have to name their witnesses and to reveal the secret 
sources of their information, and it is exactly that particular thing which 
iliis 4 w:nils to Mvoid. Sir. any HonouvabU* Meirib(‘v seriously 

suggest that in the prescuit cireunistances of the country it in safe for Gov- 
ernment to have recourse to the procedure of naming witnesses and expos- 
ing them to the danger of their IIvon? T put this question very sririously, 
and T want Honourable Members iti this connection to recall- a vi'ry recent 
(*asi', the case of tlu; (joinj)ositor Ashntosh Neogy who was assafysinated like 
a dog Ix’cansi' lie gave evi(li‘n(*e. Wlu'ii all those pcoy)lc who give informa- 
tion and who lielp (lovernment as witnesses are tracked down and assassin- 
atc<l is it safe for ( h^vernineiit to produce these, people so long ns these 
witnesses are not saf(‘, inside tlu‘ (*oiii*t as well as outside, by the pressure 
of public* opinion? Sir, so long as terrorism is not put down, T do not 
think it is safe For f lovenntient to takt* that course unless ])ublic opinion 
rises to its full height. It is not that public opinion in India is in favour 
of terrorism, hut public opinion is still afraid of these terrorists. There is 
no (piestion about it. I’liat is the reason. Sir. why witnesses cannot he 
(ixposed to Ihc dan'/i»r of tlaar lives. That is the reason for the insertion 
of danse 4. and in iny opinion danse 4 is only a^ corollary of the position 
taken up of deti'niion withonf trial. And if this Flonsc' cannot (piestion 
that af't of arn'stinir people without warning and detaining them M'ithont 
trial, 1 do not understand how it i< consistent for them to deny this right 
for which tho\ are asking. (Vj’tainly, as the Advocate-General of ^fadras 
point ('d out, 'vliat tliis IVdl do('s is to llu'se detcanw cm a par with 

Ih'gulation 111 piisoiuM’s. If lleiMiiation ITT prisoners do not enjoy the 
bcTHdits of s»e(.‘tion 491, wliv sbonld the dc'tenus enjoy a similar privilege? 
Hill if (*an bt' then asked, “Wliv do yon pass this Act? Why cannot you 
hav(‘ all tliese pi*(>])le arrest id under llegnlation TIT and tr(‘:jt them as lh*gu- 
lation y)ris(ai(M>*?“ 44ien* iv; ai)snbitel'’ tu^ fiindami'iital ditTenuu’e between 
this Act and Tlt'gnlation ITT. The differ ence is only administrative and 
iin-uudal. Hegnlation in prisoners are all under the control of the Oovei-n- 
nit'ut of India, wln^reas the detfuius under this A(*t are under thi^ control 
of the Local (Jovernm<*nt eonci'rned ; and why should Uk' Central revenues 
l)(^ applied for the maintonanco of perrons who are detained under a local 
A(?t? Sir, for thesi‘ two reasons I think we should not aoco])t this 
aininidmont. 

Dr. F. X. DeSOUza (Xominaled Nc^n-Official) : Sir. 1 rise h> iiverv. no 
hi this d(4)ate and 1 shall not. be very long. Hut tln re are rertain dilti- 
cnltics in my mind as to the legal yiosilion that will be created if elause 
^ of this Hill is enacted into law . and 1 should like tlu's,' dinieulties to be 
^ulved betdri' 1 am aski'd to vote inion this measure. The question whether 
lor nny of the y)iirposes mentioned in what is now section 101 of the 
Criminal Pi’occdnro Gode it is open to the applicant still to say that he will 
an ayiplication independi'iitly of th.at section altogether for tlu' yire- 
^qgitiv(^ writ of habeas rorpiis on the civil side of the High Court, is a 
TJostion which has boon the siibjoct of a severe conflict of opinion between 
be Calcutta High Court on the one hand and the High Courts (9’ Madras 
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and Bombay on the other. 1 regret I shall have to inflict upon the House 
a dry and technical discussion, but unless 1 do so it will be impossible foi* 
tme or for the House to understand the serious legal anomaly that will 
be created in my opinion if clause 4 is enacted into law. The question 
was first mooted iu flO Cal. 64 whether by section 491 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, the right to habeas corpus has been altogether 
abolished, and if so whether it is competent to the Indian Legislature to 
do so. That question, as I say, was first mooted in that case, but it was 
left unanswered as it was found that the provisions of section 491 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure applied in that case. The question finally 
came up for decision before the High Court of Calcutta in 54 Cal. 727, 
where the Comt held, and 1 may add was induced to hold by the 
brilliant advocacy of my Honourable friend who is now the Law Member 
of the CTOvornment of India, that to a person detained under the Bengal 
Criminal Law* Amendment Act, relief is not now available by a w'rit of 
habeas corpus, but would have been available only under section 491 of 
the Code of Criminal Prot^edure except for the provision in the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925. So far, therefore, as the Calcutta 
High Court is concerned, the position is quite dear, that that Court holds 
that section 41U (H the (hiininal Procedure Code lias abrogated the pre- 
rogative writ of habeas corpus. But that is not the position taken up 
either by the Madras High (.'ourt or the Bombay High ("ourt. In a scries 
of decisions, the ^Madras High Court (in 36 Mad. 72, 45 ^Mad. 14, 45 Mad. 
922), and the Bombay High Couii: in a recent decision in 50 Bom. OlO, 
have lield that fhe jurisdiction which was inherited by the High Court 
from the Siipreme Court was not curtailed by the provisions of section 
491 of the Criminal Procedure Code. These High Courts will therefore 
hold that if clause 4 is enacted into law', it wdll be, either ultra vires of 
thij? Assembly, or if it is not ultra vires^ it will be superfluous. In the 
case 1 have mentioned, 54 Cal. the learned Chief Justice remarked that 
the iladras High Court and the Bombay High Court had lost sight of the 
provisions of Act X of 1872 and of Act X of 1875, and that these provisions 
had not been brought to the notice of those Courts w'hen they decided 
the cases in the manner they have done. Be this as it may, there is a 
direct conflict between the several High Courts on this important point. 


That being the position, \vhat is the result? If a Bengali detenu is 
confined within the limits of the appellate jurisdiction of the High Court of 
Calcutta, and applies for a wTit of habeas corpus, he will be told plainly 
that the question is concluded by authority and the High Court of 
Calcutta will not interfere. But suppose, as it is now proposed to do, the 
detenus are transfeiTed to a place of detention within the local limits 
of the appellate jurisdiction of the High Court of Madras or of the High 
Court of Bombay, and those Courts are moved for writ of habeas corpus 
on behalf of those detenus, what will be the position? The Courts will 
say “We arc not debarred by the provision of the Legislature which hnr?» 
the application of section 491. We have an inherent right to issue a high 
prerogative writ of habeas corpus**. And they will send for the record 
and proceedings of the cases of those detenus and they will proceed ^ 
examine them. It therefore comes to this: if a detenu is confined within 
the appellate jurisdiction of the High Court of Calcutta, he cannot 
his case examined at all; while a detenu confined, within the appolBt^ 
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jurisdiction of the High Courts of Bombay and Madras, will liave every 
right to have his case examined. The result will be anoirialoiis. Before 
the Honourable the Mover asks Assembly to pass a measure of this 
kind, I venture to submit it is the duty of Government to get uniformity 
of decision between the various High Courts of ]3ombay, Madras and 
Calcutta. By what machinery this is to be done, it is not for me to say. 
They may get a decision of the Privy Council or they may await the 
introduction of the Supreme Court in this country. But until imifonnity 
is obtained, it seems to me to be futile to enact a clause of this nature 
in the present Bill. 

So much about the technical asp(^{*i of the measure. Ou the merits, 
is it really necessary in the inieresls of public, safety that claust; 4 should 
be enacted into hiwV To any one brought up in the traditions of English 
jurisprudence', any measure which (*ontemplalos the prolonged detention, 
without trial of any person is repugnant. It is, to use the wemls of the 
Ibmourahh* the* Law Member, a vctv liard pill to swallow. If over and 
aben^e that detention is aflded a scaitence of exile, as this measure con- 
tenijilates, it heeonu's even still more, dillieull to swallow it. Bui the 
Houourahh'. the Home Member has assun'd us that there is a terrorist 
jiiovi'inent of a daiigenuis ebaraeter which threatens to undermine the 

very foundatioirs of the State; and if that is so, and there is no reason 
to doubt what lie says, it is the duty of every Member of this House to 
vote for a measure of this kind, beeauso.* after all the safet> of the State 
is the ultimate' law 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Hajsliahi Divisions: Nou-Muhain- 
inadan Hural): You give him a bad name and then hang him: that is all. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: But is it necessaiy in tlie inti rests of publie safety 
to eiiaet measure depriving a detenu of the right to move for a writ of 
habeas cor pun in the High Court? 1 venture to submit with the utmost 
humility that it is not so. On the contrary' T submit that to pass a measure 
of this kind would be to oiidauger public safety. It will merely deprive 
the public of a safety valve. For after all, what is the danger to which 
the Government will expose themselves by allowing recourse to tlie writ 
of habeas corpus in a High Court? What power will the High Court 
exercise? It is not true, as my Honourable friend, Mr. Sarnia, just said, 
that the High Court will he empowered to examine witnesses. It is not 
true that the names of witnesses will be divulged or the niacbinery of 
detention published which is employed by the Government to get informa- 
tion about terrorist crime. All that the High Court will be entitled to 
do, if I understand the section, is to send for the p:it)ers and find out 
whether the forms of procedure have been correctly followed or, whether 
the tribunal had jurisdiction; that is all. Beyond that, ihe High Court 
will bo precluded from inteHeving to see whether there art' sutheient 
reasons for the detention (d the detenus, because that is not tlie matter 
which is justiciable under tlie Ilongal Oiminal .Law Amendment Act. 

Now, is there any danger in conferring a power of this kind on the 
High Court? Ccrtnirilv not; on the contrary it seems to me that to deprive 
8 prisoner of the right to apply for a writ of habeas corpus would be a 
source of danger. A(*eording to the English law it is only an outlaw or an 
Jtlien enemy who is not entitled to obtain a writ of habeas corpus : that 
18 the English law as laid down in ex parte Weber, 31 Times Law 
“eporter, 602. If that is so, is it neeessarv to pass what virtually amounts 
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to a sontrii -e. of oiitlawrv on a |.•risonor delniiicd iintler tin; Bengal Crimiiial 
Law Aniendinc'iit Act !’ I venture to' nubmit that it is not so. If a 
safeguard is |)rovided in the nature of a writ of thi.s hind, it will not in 
any was weaken or endanger the position of the Government; it will add 
moral fona* to the poliev of repression which the (Tovernment in their 
own defence and in defence of the State is obliged to pursue. It will 
prevent the alann which will be unnecessarily created throughout the 
Eiiipiri' when it is announced that it has been decided to suspend the 
haheaft corpus in this country. 

Sir, if the right to move for a writ of habeas corpus is taken away 
from till' Bengal detenus in the manner proposed, the procjcdure will he 
very mudi on the lines of what used to be followed in Eraiure before tlu' 
revolution by the issue of hetlres de Cachet, Honourable Members are 
aware yhat the effect of these Tjcitres de Cachet was. Readers of 
Dickin's “Tale of Two Cities” will remember how two French aristocrats 
of the highi'st honour did not scruple to resort to comjiass the ruin of a 
man against whom they had a gmdge by obtaining Lettres de Cachet 
against him. They will als<^ remember how the issue of Lettres de 
Cachet was the main eausc of ilie dchdcle in France of the 14th' July 1789. 
Sir, history has a knack of repeating itself. Let ns hope that similar 
causes will not produce similar results in this eountry. 

The Assembly lljeii adjourned for Lnneh till Half Past, two of the 
Clock. 


Idle A.sseijd)ly iv-as.seiiihled after Lunch at Half Past dXvo of the Clo(;k. 
Mr. P)'esident in the Chair. 


Mr. C. C. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan I'rhan) : I have spoken 
so often on this Bill that I feel that I owe an explanation to the House 
■ if 1 rise to speak again. I find, Sir, that there is a lot of loose talk and 
loose think ng on thi* subject, and 1 ci/iisider it important that, we sliould 
get our ideas ipiite clear. I quite realise that this is a question in which 
the legal aspects cannot he wholly dissociated from the political a.spccls, 
and that ])rohal>ly explains why there has htam some misapprehension in 
the House. Wliat I should like the House to keep in vii'W is the precise 
scope of (dausi- 4. (!hiusi,* 4, it w4l ho seen, purports merely to take a\v;«y 
till? rights under si'cjion 191 of tin* Criminal Procedure (!odc, whatever 
those rights an*. It is obvious that if apart from section 491 then' arc 
< 'tiler r gilts., those rights are not at all touched by this Bill. A L’ood 
deal lias.i>een said. Sir, l•^ some of m\ friiaids luav that the right ol 
habeas corpus is one of the “common law rights’' which have conic down, 
to us Irom tlio Supremo Courts, and thal it is not o])en to tho Indian 
TiOgislat lire to derogate from thoso rights. For our present purposes f 
subinil we ni'cd I'.ot go into that question at all, liowovor intorosting Unit 
might be. Tf de hors section 491 certain rights of habeas corpus 
left to the subject in Indai, those rights will still ho there notwithstand- 
ing tile oTiactmenl of claiisr; 4. Tt may he pointed out, however, m 
passing, tliat those rights of habeas corpus, assuming they exist, arc not 
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as NS'iclr (jr extensive ns those under section 491, because what has been 
refeiTed to as common law rights of. habeas corpus apply only within the 
limits of the original civil jurisdiction of the Presidency High Courts. 
The rights which section 491 give, on the other hand, are not limited to 
Presidt'iicy High Courts alone, nor arc they operative only within their 
( riginal jurisdiction. After the, amendment of 1923, sect'on 491 has V)een 
made applicable to all Higli (’ourts, and to the inofussil as well as to 
the Presidency towns proper 

C’oming hack, therefore, the ])os.ti<)n seems to mii to be obvious that 
il‘ apart from section 491, any otlier rights arc there, we need not be under 
any apjmdiensions ihat tlmsc rights will be taken aw’ay by the present Bill. 

I am not unmindful that a different line, of argument may be adopted, 
and it may Ix' said that scu-tion 191, at any rate as it stood before the 
amendment of 1923, did not (U’eatt* any nmv rights, but merely affirmed 
(‘.ei’tnin rights wh'cdi were there already : in other words that what was 
unwritten law \vas merely reduced to written law, so that if you repealed 
ibe written law, th(» unwritten law would still hold the field. Sir, if it is 
(•orrect to say that written law came to take the place of unwritten law, 

I tliink it means that the unwritten law was thereby superseded, and a 
)r])ea1 of section 491 \vo\ild tlicrefore nuuin idso a taking away of the 
rights wlii(*h were declared by that section. 1 am not quite sure that it 
can he urged that merely hecanst* .section 491 affirmed certain pre-existing 
rights, the eiiactnuMit of that .s(‘ct'on meant nothing, and that if that 
>ta*tion w’ore repealed aftc*rwa?*ds, it would make no difference and would 
in fact take away nothing. I do not think so. Sir, in any view it seems 
i<i me ratluu’ futile to argiu' that the Legislature which enacted section 
191 has not the jiowei to take away section 491. 14ie Legislature is 
purportuig to do no more tlian restrict certain rights which the Legislature 
had itself enacted. Sir, you know there is sub-section (3) of section 491, 
wl'irli e\])r('s.sly la\s down that nothing in that section shall apply to * 
urr.sons d(M allied imdi'r tin- State Prisoners Regulations. Now 1 do not 
iMnk~ ■! speak snhjeet to eoin'ct ion — that any contention has yet been 
i.iised in any High ('01114 that sub-soction (3) of section 491 is ultra vires 
o*' the rndian Legislature. I'lu' argument, so far as T have been able to 
■'!'prcciatt» it trom the ri'porled cast's, is simplv tlrs. that bv 
c)iju;ting sub-seclion (3) you cannot detract fivan the common law rights 
'>t liahras cor pus. 'That is all. Pmt m. whore was it urged or held that, 

>0 inr as flic rights under section 491 are concerned. Hit' Legislature 
cannot. sus])(muI those rights or rcstviet their scope or extent. If then 
b is competent to the Legislature to enact a provision like that, whicli 
>ou have in suh-scction (3^ of section 491, T do not see whv it should 
not h(' etpially o|)eii to tlu' Lt'gislaiure to euacl. another provision wliere- 
the restrictii'in is further extended by including within its scope 
■inothor category of pei>’oiis. Sir. from this point of view it seems 
lo me to be idle* to trouble ourselves on the question as to the 
coinpeh'iiCN (^f fir’s House to pass legislation of the kind proposed. Nor 
■‘<nild it s.orv(* any iiseful purpose to labour the other point of which so 
iniich has been made, that ihe rights of habeas corp 7 t 8 are fundamental 
rights of citizens wliieli can on no account bo interfered with. The 
pr.ict’cal question with which we are eoncerned, or at any rate ought to 
concern onrselvi’s, is, not whether the Leg’slature is competent to enact 
^vhnt would he the effect of enacting \\\ and, in view of such 
be the attitude of this House towards this amendment? 
ui'st point which I wish Honourable Members to notice is that clause 
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4, if it is passed, would apply as inueh to persons w’ho are detained within 
the province of Bengal as to those who may be removed outside Bengal. 

The se(‘(md point, Hir, whicli is of some importance is this. In practical 
application, this clause 4 would operate mainly in cases of arrest and 
detention under section 4 of the local Act and not under section 2. The 
other (lay I took the opportunity of inviting the attention of the House 

to tht‘ distinction betwoon sc-j lion 2 and section 4 of the 

Bengal Act. The position under that Act is somewhat like this. A person 
against whom there is some suspicion is arrested. Then he is detained in 
custody by tlie police officer concerned, while the police officer makes a 
report to the Local Government and he awaits the instructions of the 
Local Government as to bow the person should be- ultimately dealt w’itb. 
This temporary custody w^ould ordinarily extend to about a fortnight, but 
under special orders of the Local Government it could be extended to one 
month. By tlie recent amendment of this Act, whicli was passed by the 
Bengal Legislative^ Council last month, this period of (uu* month was 
extended to two mmiths. Ilien, w'ithin this ])eriod, there may (*ome an 
order under section 2, or then* ma\ not. If there is no order made under 

.section 2, tlu* man is st*t at liberty. If however an order is made, then 

he is dealt witli in a(‘cordancc with the directions whicli mav be (‘cnitained 
ip such order. Tho directions wdiich may be made under section 2 are 
many. Thv person ('oncernc<l may be directed to rcfiort liimself io the 
police, <n- to reside witliiii certain circumscrihc'd limits, or may hr 
detained in custody in jail. . 

Now'. Sir, when an order is passed under section 2, remitting a person 
to custody, there is not much point in insisting on the right of haheaii 
corpus in such a case, because, assuming for the moment that that right 
exists, whether under section 491 or otherwise, what does it mean? It 
means this. The person may apply to the High Ccuirt, and the High Court, 
if satisfied that the custody or detention was improper or illegal, may set 
him at liberty. Tn other words, it is only wdien an improper or illegal 
custody is established, that the High Court may make an ord(*r of ieleas<f 
under section 491. Where, however, a person is detained in cusiody under 
an order passed under section 2 of the Bengal Act, the custody will no 
longer be illegal custody. The terms of. that section make that perfcc'tly 
clear. You may take it, Sir, tliat wlien an order is made under that sec- 
tion, that order wall be expressed in terms of tliai section. — and what are 
the terms of that section? They are these; “wffiere, in the opinion of the 
Local Gov(*rnment there are reasonable- grounds for believing that any 
person has acted”, and so on. 

Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member going again to deal with the 
]»oint elaborately now? He dealt wdth the point exhaustively on the 
previous occasion. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: I shall not, Sir, go into details as on the last 
occasi(jn. Wliat I was simply trying to prant out is this, that the opiiuf>ii 
of the Local Government V)eing conclusive, the question of the applicability 
oj section 491 becomes practically of ]io material importance. If, however, 
you come to section 4, here the position is entirely different, because that 
section authorises a police officer to arrest on mere suspicion. It is mainly 
in such cases that the question of habeas corpus wdll arise. The question 
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before this House is whether or not tlu* House should be prepared to trust 
the Executive to the extent that it will allow them to exercise these powers 
of arbitrary arrest on mere suspicion, without claiming at the same time 
the right to go up to the High (3oui*t for the purpose of challenging the 
sut)posed reasonable grounds for suspicion. Hiat is the question to which 
1 should like my Honourable friends bj address themselves. Now, Sir, 
what is the “rt;asonable suspicion'’ which section 4 contemplates*? It is a 
reasonable suspicion that the person concerned is a person in respect of 
whom an order might lawfully he made under sub-section (1) of section 2. 
T^ow, Sir, if you repejd section 4iU, as is proposed in this Bill, the effect 
of this will be to leave a person who may he arrested on susi)icion abso- 
lutely without any remedy whatsoeviu* except at the hands, of the Executive, 
for a period of two months, l^ven if at the end of two months, the Local 
rioverumont should come to the eonelvision that there is no case against 
him and lie* is discharged, lit* would still liave been iii custody for two 
montlis without any rtaiu'dy left to him in the meantime to establish his 
huiocenct*. All that is asked for on this sidt* of the House is. that the 
person who may he arri'sled in such circunistanct's should have the right 
to apply to the H'gli rourt, and the High C’ourt should have the op])ortunity 
of judg ii‘( whetlu'r there art* reasonable grounds for susfiicion. 

Sir, supposing section 491 is allowed, E do not think there is any danger 
I hat 111)011 such an ai)])li(*ation' the High (.’ourt will go into the merits of 
tile (juostioii clahoratedy, as some of my friends on the other side seem to 
tliiuk. What tlu* High Court would like* to know is this: wiiethor then* were 
nay facts and circumstances from which the officer concerned could reason- 
ably (‘ome to the conclusion that there was sufficient excuse for proceeding 
ngninst the iierson in the way he did. The High Court will not upon such 
nil application, as T conceive the matter, try to substitute its own judgment 
}\s to what constitutes reasonable suspicion for that of the officer. But the 
Tligli (-oiirt will (‘(‘rtjiinly roqirre lo be satisfied that the officer had acted 
in good faith. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) : Order, order. 
No newspapers are allowed to he read. 

Diwan Bahadur A. RamaSwami Mudaliar (Madras City : Non-Muliam- 
nnulaii rrhnii): S'r, it was in coimeetion with the Bengal Criminal Law 
Airu'ndment- Act that I w.as reading the newspaper. 

Mr, President: That may be. 


Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: T was saying, the Higli Court will require to be 
fiidislied that tlu* otfieer was justified from tlio facts and cireumstaiiees 
Jit his disposal in holding that there was a reasonable ground of suspicion 
^g«‘iinst him. The Higli Court will not scrutinise those facts for itself, 
hut merely see that there wore facts from which the officer could come 
fo that conclusion. Sir. if that he a coiTect interpretation of tlie functions 
of the High Court upon an application of that kind, I really do not see 
what danger ma\’ lie in allowing section 491 to operate. 


^ir, since T last sj)okc on tin's subject, 1 have been looking into this 
Question a. little more elosely, and T do not mind confessing that T was 
^ stage impressed ^^ith tlu^ argument that if an applientioii under 
^etion 491 is allowed, it would reidly involve serious risks, in that it would 
that the (rovernineni would linve to lav before the Court infoniintion 
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which they could not do without grave danger, grave danger not only to 
themselves but also to the witnesses- concorn(?d. But, Sir, the scope of 
an application under section 491 is so limited in a case arising under the 
Bengal (h’iininal I jaw Ainendinent Act, that I do not think too much 
should bi? made of that supposed danger. Just as in a case arising undoi’ 
section 2 all that fhe (lovernnient need produce before the High (lourl 
on an application under st'ction 40.1 is the order itself, so in a case under 
seel ion 4 all that they need do is to apprise the High Court of the (‘Nistence 
of certain facts and circumstances from which the officer concerned cam(‘ 
to the conclusion that tliere was reasonable ground for suspicion against 
t'nit man. From this point of view I would urge my friends opposite 
not to press for the inclusion of this section in this Bill. I realise that 
that would mean a discrimination, so to say. holweon persons vvdio are 
dealt with under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and persons 
who are detained under the State Prisoners lh‘giilations, bul lliat is hardly 
a very convincing argunumt. If you have taken away certain rigid s 
which you should not have taken away from some, that is no reason why 
vou should seek to impose a similar disability upon other persons merely 
for the sake of symmeter’y. The situation no doubt is serious, and it is 
up to the non-offieial Members to do all that they (^an to strengthen the 
hands of the Crovernment in dealing with the terrorist menace' in Bengal. 
All the same, there is another aspect of the matter to be considered. 
Supposing the (loveriiimait were to accede to the popular dernand in Ihis 
matter, that itself would produce an accession of feeling in Iheir favour, 
the moral <'ffect of which ought uol io be ignored altogether. 

On the other hand, if Government persist in llu). attitude which 1 

2 am sorry to say they have been |)iusuing so long, the atlitad*' 

of not giving in even on small points raised by tlui Opposition, 
the result is bound to bo very unfoi-tunate. The impression on the public 
mind would be that Go V(*-rm no nt are out to crush all oj)positioTi, be it 
ever so reasonable. From that point of view. I think Government would 
be well advised in ac(jepting Ibis amr 3 ndmen 1 . If aft<*i* all, as tin* lion 
curable the l^nw Member said, where arrest is not mad(‘ in ;u*eord;meiJ witli 
law, it would stilt be open to tin*, party (*on‘(*erni‘d to apply to tlu^ 
'Court notwithstanding clause 4, the*' objection to delete clause 4 then 
loses miK'li more of its foree. W ith thi'se words, I suppoH the nnu'ndun'iil 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) : I am afraid 
the l(‘gal argunuaits have somewind befoggt'd I lie issin* which is Ix'l'on* ili'‘ 
House*. Wliat is tin; issin* Indore* tin* Jlous»*V t)n ;\eeomil of the I*''- 
rori.st movement in Bengal, tin* F>r*ngal Legislature has been eompt'lled 1“ 
pass a v’ery rlrastic measiu’e. the Bengal Criminal Law .\m(*ndmeni Arf. 
It is ii drastic nn*aMir(! wliich involves detention without trial. It 
an unfortunate necessity which (compelled tlui lh*ng:il Legislature to 
that Act. ^Jlie Housf* will renumber that, that .\et was ])ass(*(1 not 
certification but hy an f)ve,r\vholming majority of tin* r>(‘ngal Leuislnln^ 
C^ouneil. Tlierefore wo start willi this proposition, that an urg(*nt. 
impelling necessity exist.s in Bengal for a nn‘asure of this eliaraet <’]*, ^^hH i- 
as mv TTononrahlc friend Dr. DcSouza pointed out, is te])ugnant 
people bron rht up in ideas of British jurisprudence. T expressed a 
sontimfint ot‘ previous occasions, but in different language. There ^ 
quairel about ihat. \Vc start with this, that there is an impelling 
si+A to resort to det»*nlion witliout trial. Now, the Bengal Govenurien 
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ajonies to ns and says, “Will yon help ns in carrying ont this measure ?“. 

Xf courts are allowed lo examine llic merits of these cases, then the 
effectiveness of the measure is gone. 'Ilic Bengal Legislature cannot pass 
any measure affecting the jurisdiction of the Higii Court. Therefore it is 
up to us to come to the assist anc.ts of the (lovernmont of Bengal in order 
to make their measure an effective one. That is the issia* before the 
iTonse. Tlie (piestion is, shall we help Bengal or shall we not help Bengal. 
When th(* Bill was rehTrial lo the Select Committee, I take it that the 
iinphcatioTi was that the TTonst* was willing to help l^engal but also to 
take care that the condition of the detenus was not made too burdensome 
liming detention. F understood the action of the House in referring the 
Hill to tlio Select Committee meant tliis, that the House was willing to help 
Bengal in the difficulty in which she finds herself to-day. Tf the House 
is to help Bengal, how can that he done? Tf. as I say. yon allow courts 
to examine the merits of tla^ cases of detention, then the efficacy of the 
Bengal measure is gone. What is nece.ssnrv may he said in a few words, 
nainoly, snbstitutioij of executive judgment for judicial judgment. That 
is the. ]un*port of the Bengal .\ct and that is the purport of this Bill. 
Unfortunato exigemey compels us to substitute for a temporary period 
executive judgment for judicial judgment. Tf that be so, it is necessary 
that the powers of the courts to examine the merits of a' case should be 
suspended for the period of this ineasnn*. Tt is not a permanent measure, 
it is only for a temporary period. 

Mr. S. p. Mitra: Already the Jiill has been in existence for a period 
of five years and now it is extended for another five years. Tt is tem- 
porary in that stnise. 

The HonouraUe Sir Brojendra Mitter: If the teiTorist movement con- 
tinues longer it may 1)0 necessary to continue the measure longer. But 
that is another nialter. 1 think Honourable Members opposite share our 
hope that the ItiiTorisl movement will S(X)n disappear. If it does, then 
there will be no oeeasiun for diseussioas of this character. Unfortunately 
wo eannot run away from tin? faei that the terrorist movennuit docs exist 
and it has got to be stamped out. 

Mr. S. O. Mitra: Xo t l)y Ihesi measures, but iu different ways. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: We think that this measure 
uiay help lo tight tht' terrorist, inoviuneut. It may bo that m^ Umiourable 
tViond Mr, Mitra is light that other methods arc calk'd foi’. Ihit what 
those other methods are, \\c arc' not disemssing at tlu7 moment. We 
are now disraissing one of the methods. 

Mr. s. O. Mitra; Bui this method (k)es not appeal to tlu' House. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter; Well, it has not been thrown 
^>nt o}\ the motion for reference to Select Uommittce. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Bajshahi Hivision : Muhammadan Bural): That has not 
been done unfortunately* 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Xot having thn^wn mit the 
iJ^otion for reference to Select Committee, it does not lie in the mouth 
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of Honourable Members to say now that this is not a proper measure. 
Whether it is a proper measure or not, the House has accepted the 
principle of the Bill. Having done so, the point before the House is 
whether the objections raised to clause 4 of the Bill are so great that 
Government should give up the clause. What are the legal arguments? 
1 will dispose of a miscoiice})tion of my Honourable friend Dr. DeSouza 
before T come lo the. points raised by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai. Dr. DeSouza 
seems to think that “all that the High Court can do is to send for the 
records to see whether detention is legal”. Now, it is well known that 
\\Iit‘ii au application is made for Jiabcan corpus, the High Court docs not 
send for tile records. Wliat the Higli Court docs is to issue a rule upon 
the person w iiu lias (msiody of the ])risoner to show cause why that 
prisoiu'r shoulil not bt* st‘l at liberlv or why that ])risoncr should not bc' 
brought to trial. All tliat the person who has the custody of the prisoner, 
in sliowing cause, has to do is lo show that the ])risouer is in legal custod;s . 
It is not that tlie Higli (.'ourt sends for tlie ret'ords of the case to look 
into tJie merits in tlie first instance, if the person in custody cannot 
satisfy the Higli (,k^nrt tliat the prisonia* is in legal custody, it is onl\ 
in that case the High Court goes. further into the matter. Ihit once it 
is shown tliai the prisoner is in legal custody, then the High Court has 
no further jurisdiction. Tlie jurisdiction whicli section 491 gives to tla 
High C’onri is only in (‘ase.s where the custody is illegal and not in cases 
of legal (*nsto(l\ . Therefore, it is not a (|nostion of the High Court sending 
for tlie records 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (f^omhay City: Non-lMnliammadan Urban): 
Then, wliy include it in the Bill? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 1 shall not overlook any point. 
I shall deal with it presently. My first point is this that in llic first 
imstanee, the High (!ourt does not look itito the reasonableness or otherwise 
of the detention. Nothing of the kind. The first thing is whether the 
detention is under any law or whether it is an illegal detention. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Miihammadnn Eiiral): 
Then, if yon uro accepting it, why include this elanso 4 in the Bill? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Tf that be so, what are the 
powers of the High Court? T am thankful to my Honourable friend Mr. 
Biswas for anticipating much of my argument. Tf an order is once passed 
under .section 2 of the Bengal Act, then the jurisdiction of the High Court 
is gone, section 491. or the prerogative writ of habeas corpus or whai net 
notwithstanding. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Wlmt about improper detention? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I shall deal with all the points. 
The first argument of Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ia that, apart from the powers 
given by section 401, tlie High Court has inherited the English common 
low pf)wers of the Judges of the? King’s Bench Division, which 
were exercised by the Supreme Courts. This very question was raiset i 
a recent case in Calcutta, and the Calcutta High Court hold that, 
from section 491. the High Co\irt has got no such power. Ana 
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assuming tliat the High Courts had some such power it cau only be the 
High Courts of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras and not the other High 
Courts, cliat is to say, only those. High ("ourts which are the successors 

01 the Supreme Courts. Now, so far as (Calcutta is concerned, we know 
the Calcutta High Court lias lield that, apart from section 491, there is 
jiO other power. This prc.rogal iv(i right of habeas rorpun does not exist 
in the proviiRfc ot Heiigal at any rate. We are dealing with Bengal 
dotenus. So long as the detenus are in Bengal, they cannot invoke any 
|X)wer except uridia- secti(»u 491 ; they (*annot invoke the prerogative right. 
Then supposing the Bengal detcunis are, transferred tc^ another ]>rovince, 
not in the town of JfoinhaN or in the town of ^Madras. Then in iny such 
place of transfer there is no pna-ogative right. All the power is eontfTined 
in section 491. Tliere is no prerogative* right in .\jmer, no prerogative 
right anywliere else, ox(*ef)t in the town of Bombay and the town of Tvladras 
according to the prescuit dei-isions. Then" is no suggestion now of trans- 
ferring th(^se Ihuigal dettmus to the town ol Bombay or the town of Madras. 
Therefore it is rnori' <^r less an academic (piestion. But if any Honour- 
able Member says that, assuming the Government take it into their head 
to transfer some of the deti'iius to the town of Bombay or the town of 
Madras, wluit then? To that iny short answer is this, that if the preroga- 
tive right does run it will run. W'e are not taking away any power which 
any Higli Court may have got from any other source cxce])t section 491. 
Those powers arc* not at all affi'cted. Thor(*fore why quarrel about it? 
We are now (*(aiei*rnod only with the powers given by section 401. There- 
fon' all tlie talk about powers outside st*ction 491. which arc not affected 
by this Bill, need not detain us any longer. So. Sir, with regard to that 
prerogative* right argument, 1 will not take any more time. 

Now h*t us see si*etion 191. As Mr. Biswas pointed out, — and in ray 
submission (piite eorreetly ])oinfed out--- if an order he made under section 

2 of the Bengal Act, then section 491 has no application because, there 
the opinion of the executive Government is conclusive. If the deteidion 
is justified by the opinion of the executive Government, the High Court 
has no jurisdiction to interfere. Then that goes. What is left i? the 
period of arrest before an order of the executive Government is i-assed. 
It is only for that .short period, — be it 10 days or 15 days, the maximum 
is two months, if the powders under section 491 be not suspended the 
detenus may, after arrest and before an order of the executive Govern- 
ment is passed, go to the High Court. Now, look at the practical side 
of it. If the policy of the measure be to substitute executive judgment 
for judicial judgment, then allowing judicial authority to override executive 
judgment would be defeating the policy of this Bill, the policy of the 
Bengal Act. Therefore, from the view of policy. Government cannot 
agree to substitute judicial judgment for executiv’c judgment. In the 
limited case of arrest before the order of the oxecutivre Gov’cmnient ^ is 
passed, once the order of the executive Government is passed section 
^91 automaticnllv' goes. Therefore it is only when a man is in police 
custodv but the oivler of the Government has not been made 
during that short period, he imiv go to the High Court- for relief under 
section 491. For what purpose? For the purpose of determining whether 

arrest has been on reasonable suspicion or arbitrary. For that pur- 
pose. only section 491 would he effective. 

Now^ look at the risk. Mr. Bisw'as savs there is no risk in that. He 
all you need do is to' place the facts and circumstancea before the 
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High Court which may support the arrest nii the ground that it is uu 
arrest on reasonable suspicion, l^ul. Sir, Mr. BisM as ought to know 
that placing facts and circumstances requires that you must also discW 
the sound's of your information. An affidavit giving information is wortli. 
less luiless \uu give (he source of \our information; and I will recall lo iVlr. 
Biswas (he judgment of Sir Lawrence. Jenkins on tha( point. Therefore, 
when I\Ir. Biswas ligfit-heartedly said that ail (hat tlie exi'ciitive need do was 
to j)lace facts and circumstances before the court, he forgot that i( meant 
disclosure of your whole case, disclosure of the sources of your information, 
disclosure of the names of your witnesses. The very mischief which we 
are tr\iug to avoid is done. Sir, to put it shor(l\. in the case of detention, 
the High (’ourt cannot interfere: in the case of arrest before an order is made 
the High ('oiii-t. may interfere. But in siieh case of interference all the rni^i. 
chief wlrcli we are trying to avoid will inovitahlx happen. Therefore, from 
the point of view of policy, it is impossibic for (lu' (lovennnent lo acccMle 
to the ame)iduu‘7it, unh'ss \vc are pn‘paivd not lo assist tlu* (iovernua'n: 
of Bengal 'fi adopliiig tiitm.uircs wliich (he\ (»ons:di‘r necessary in fudifin^ 
the teTTorist movement. If tliis ’Hmiso genuinely wislu's (o lielp BcjcjmI 
in stami'ing out terrorism, then 1 submit that w(' ought to maki* tIumi 
measure an effecd^’t* mea.'^urt' and not nidlif\ it. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (^fu/afTar|.v.r •‘nm (’liamparan ; Xmi- 
Xfiihamniadati) : Have any of these detenus biaai proved to be connected 
with tiUTorisl activities? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 'Vhry Imve been prov. d io ih.- 

satisfaction of the exe(attive (lovernment : llu‘\ lmv(' lud been proved u. 
the saiisfacli(»n of a efiurt of l:iw bec.ausa* tln-ir detention is wiilunit liial. 

Mr, S. C. Mitra: Ha\i‘ mv, ilie (iovcu'imient sn’d ifua'afi d!\ tha* 
is not a pena' ^nl^•lsnre ]>iii a preventive measure and ibai (her, !'^ r." 
suffici'ciil j)rf)of again-t the deteiuis? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter; Th.w i> <pjii» tnu . It 

intended to be a ]U’eventive luea-un; and is not !nti‘nde<l lo la j iuiltio 
All that is inteinbfl i^ thi*; thai wheji the executiv(' ( lovermnent , iipeii 
information in th(.*ir possession, think that e»atain fx.opl.* are con7n cu-ii 
with the icrrori.-t moveuiiait the\ >h'.>uld not be allowed to r('*!!:i n •:( 
liberty, in the bt st inleresls (»f tin* Stale. ITonourahh; Mcaubf'rs max a. r. -‘ 
or may not agree as to aiiv partieular case. Hut the ex(*cutiv(‘ ( lox cne 
ment, who are charged with tlie responsihilit y of S(‘eing tliat the Slate i." 
not expo.sed to terrorist oidragi's. havi* to satisfy (luaitNtdves tha! ih<? 
particulfir [>erson is coniu-cted with the lerrorisl rnovemetit ; and it 
only in .such a case that an order of delcuition is itiade. As to wlu'dar 
in any particular instaiKa. [)Owc,r has beem abu.^cd or nol , ilnrc ni.iy 1)‘- 
difference of opinion. But wbat 1 say is this. Tln^ policy of lhcs(' ex- 
traordinary measures is that the executive rioverniuent , up()n infornvd’cii 
which flaw cannot disclose, rnnsj suti.^fy lliemsc Ives tlmt: persons ’vh'»se 
libcrtv is sought to ho restrninod, in thcj larger interests of th(' Stai*\ 
are corin(‘cted with the terrorist movoiYa nt and, nnc»' dettuned, tliey shoiiM 
not bo brought to (rial, for reasons which (»n the last fuaatsion I subinilf^'i 
to the House. 

(At this stage Mr. Presid'mt vacated the Chair whicdi was lakoa 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir.) 
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My Honourable and learned friend, Mr. Navalrai’s next argument was 
that section 491(3) was uUra virea. I may remind my Honourable friend 
tliat in 1925 , the Bengal Criminal Jiaw Siipplementarv Act was passed 
to supplement the Bengal Act of 1925. In that Act there was a clause 
identical with cdause 4 of the presi'iit Bill. That law was in existence 
I'roin 1925 for five years. Durijig those five years Inindrcds of ])coplc were 
jirrosted and detained without trial. any one of thorn raise a question 

that 491(3) which was reproduced \n the. supplementary Act of 1925 was 

ultra vires? .... \. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is that a bar to raising it now? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Xo. In 51 CalcuHa, the effect • 
of .section 491 was gone into in great detail; and it was never 
suggested by any lawyer — and there arc astute lawyers in Calcutta as 
there are in Sind— iio one over tliought of raising tlio contention that 
491(3) was ultra vires. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Kspicial!> as the l-lonourable Member was 
appearing on the other side! 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: There are many good lawyers 
there; Mr. .Biswas would havt* bccu the lir.-st to raise it if there was any- 
thing in it. Apart from ihat whether section 401(3) is ultra vires or 
inira vires^ is it for this House to declare 


Diwan Bahadur A, Ramaswami Mudaliar: Am L to understand that 
tIuMv was a section sauiiar to clause I in tlu‘ Criminal T.rnv Amenduicnl 
Act whi(‘h (he Ordral I i('gns1a(uro passed in 1925? 

An Honourable Member: 1'hix House rcjecicd it and the Council of 
Stfde j)assod it. 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter; B w:is ceniti d. 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: This House refused it. 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: T uuaitt f.> ^a\ w that 

such an Act avms in force; and altiioujjrh it was in force for 'Ive \ears, tlrs 
point was never raised by any linvyer io my knowledge 


Mr. 

Burn I) : 
Iruv? 


B. Sitaramaraiu (Oanjam cutu Vizagapatam : Non-Mnhammadan 
TTow nnmv of these detenus are rich enough to go to a court of 


Tlie Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Tu tlie case of these detenus, 
J'enitli is no consideration he(*ause there are manv enterprising lawyers who 
ab* up flipqp cases without an\' fee. T need not detain (he TToiiso miieh 
ooger on tliis vlira rirrs argument. What T say is this: whether it is 
aa vhrs or infra rirm is for the conrt to prononnee: it is not for the 
^ogislntnro to ]jrononnee. All ihat th^' Legislature needs to eonsider ia 
that so.etion 491(3) was enacted in 1923 l)y the Central Legislature — 
o noj, ffiinlv if was certilled: it was repeated in 1025 in the supple- 
f'ntarv Act of 1025, and that is all that is sought to be done now. Tt 
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is nothing new; if it w^ ultra vires, it had the sanction of the Central 
Legislature and has been on the Statute-book since 1923. ft was passed 
by the Central Legislature 

An Honourable Member: By the Council of hi ate, 1 think? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: As a Member of the Council 
of State 1 should say that the Council of States is as iniieii a part of the 
Central Legislature as this House is 

Mr, B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division: Non-AIuhaininadan 
Euralj : That is just it. 

An Honourable Member: Why liave you got a nominated President 
there'? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Change tlu' consiituiion; i)iii 
at the present moment that argument has no validity. 

There is only one other point with which 1 shall deal. If section 41)1 
is not suspended, what would bo the effect? I have submitted already 
that to a certain extent wo shall be making the special instrument which 
the Bengal A(*t proviiles ineffective by compelling the executivi* 
to disclose tlie names of witnesses and the methods by whicli 

teiTorism is being fought. It is that risk wliich we seek to 
avoid. Under section 491, what can the High Court <lo? Under (l)(a) of 
that seetion, the High Court can oi*der that the prisoner he brought nj» 
before the (.’ouri to be dealt with according to law; that is to say that 
the prisoner be brought up for trial. Now, since the whole idea is deteo 
lion ^^■ithoat trial, that power would certainly be inconsistent with ihe 
policy of the Hill. The next is that the person in cnslfidy bc' set nt 

liberty. That again would be absolutely inconsistent with the wholi- 

policy of the Bill. The Bill is a measure to rc.strict liberty and Jiot to 

set a person at liberty. The third is that the j)crRon l)e brought heforo 
the Court to be examined as a witness. On that I gave an assurtince on 
the last occasion that if such a contingency arises, if the High Court wants a 
particular detenu to be examined before it, the (lovernment will not stand 
in the way 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Does it mean or not that the High Court 
kneels before the executive there? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: The, rest of section 491 deals 
with trial in one court or another. Therefore it comes to tliis : to admit 
the operation of section 491, would be to nullify pro iunlo I he elTectivriics'i 
of the measure which the Bengal Government have passed and which the 
Bengal Government want us to supplement. The policy of this particular 
legislation, which is an unfortunate necessity, demands that tlic opera- 
tion of section 491 sliould be suspended for the temporary period for whifJ 
this measure has been passed. In this view of the ca.se, I am afraid tlu’ 
Govemniont cannot agree to letting in section 491 for the limilcd purpoP^’ 
of examining the cases of persons under arrest before the order of thP 
executive Government has been passed. To admit the operation of section 
491 in such cases would be really to destroy the effectiveness of iho wholo 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, the amendment before the House is that clause 4 
:!L>e omitted from the liengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supi^leincntary) 
I3ill of 1930. It runs, as the proposer has said, like this, that clause 4 be 
omitted and clause 5 be re-numbered us clause 4. But, Sir, anticipating 
a' defeat, he wants to move his next amendment, which says that clause 4 
be omitted and that this clause shall remain in force for one year only. 
Mr. Chairman, when the Bill was on the Legislative anvil after the first 
stage, I interjected and pointed out to you that though this House referred 
the Bill to a Select Committee, it came back from the Committee even 
without the alteration of a comma or a fullstop, and the Bill was not 
filtered in any way. Now, the measure has come back from the Select 
Committee which was composed of eminent jurists like my friend Sir Hari 
Singh Gour and Mr. Baju, even without a scratch, the Bill as it was 
uiiginally drafted has been kept on, and it has come before us at the 
second stage. After that preliminary stage, it was passed by the 
inianiinous voice of this House that it should bo referred to the Committee 
and this Bill is now being taken into consideration and we find certain 
amendments. The ipiestion is whether at this stage these amendments 
are worthy of being considered by this House^ I am afraid, Sir, unless the 
otlier side wfuiis to givii tho impression of being less intelligent, unless the 
other side have forgotten their sense of duty as Members of this Assembly, 
this House cannot possibly put up with that sort of non-sense any further. 
(“Hear, hear’* from the NatioyiaJist Benches,) I hope, Sir, Honourable 
iVIianbers will allow mo to place my view]Doint before the House. If 
Members are interfering with iny common right of speech, they will be 
losing their own prestige. Allow me, therefore, to say that when the ques- 
tion of propriety, when the question of validity or invalidity of certain 
amendment crops up, it is for this House to listen very carefully to what 
each Member says and consider the whole question seriously and decide the 
matter once for all, I shall not soy anything more on this. 

Mr. Chairman, as you know, at the preliminary stage my friend, 
(Mr. llaju, who is a great lawyer from Madras, said that this clause affecting 
the liberty of the people should be omitted and, that the liberty of the 
people should not be curtailed as it is against the spirit of law. Now, Sir, 
the law should bo accurate. I oliallenge anybody liere to say if Govern- 
ment are not right in suggesting a clause like this, which has the same 
effect or the same sum and siihstaiice as section 491 of the Indian Penal 
Code, which was amended in 1023 when, in spite of this writ of habeas 
corpusy it was extended to the Presidencies of Calcutta. Bombay and 
Madras, in fact it was extended to all parts of India, even to a place like 
Ajmer: that was the ameiulmcnt, in tho year 1025 passed on tlie of 
tho. House. Now, the question how that clause 4, which is the sum and 
substance of section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code, remains in this 
piece of legislation. The Government think, as the Honourable the Law 
Member has said, that on account of the terrorist movement in tiie country, 
they should take legal action to crush the movement and restore normal 
<Jondition8. That is the essence, that is the object for which this piece of 
legislation has been brought forward. Mr. Chairman, when you were 
spealdng at the preliminary stage, our party people, some of them very 
intelligent men, were quite right in asking how the sum and substance 
?f section 491 can be brought by means of section 4 into this Bill, and that 
« ought to be omitted, and you* yourself said that it was against the objects 
reasons. You told me you had read the same of the original Bill. 
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Sir, the objects and reasons of this Bill are clearly set out. I shall read 
to the House, as I interjected on the first day of the introdhction, the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons as it then stood : 

“Clause 4 of the Bill on the analogy of 'section 491 (3) of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, 1898, bars .jurisdiction under the powers conferred by that section.” 

Therefore, the Government have clearly set out the objects and reasons for 
this measure ; that is to say, they want to remove from the Presidency 
jails of Calcutta, detenus to any other adjoining provinces, and they want 
to take power for this purpose in spite of section 401. That is to say, 
Government want to bring under the clutches of the law the terrorist and 
the terrorist movement. Now, I am not responsible for this piece of legis- 
lation. It has been brought here by the executive who had information 
from the Government of Bengal that they \vanted to crush this movement. 
I know nothing about these terrorists. It is not in my spliere. They are 
shooting people and killing people and if that happens how can you blame 
the Government. Do you wont that there should be no law and order‘d 
That is the reason why the Bill contains clause 4. Unless you give powers 
to the police or the executive, how you are going to handle these terrorists 
who will not allow a witness to go to the witness box. (An Honourable 
Member: ‘‘What do you say?'*) I want to know what the Honourable 
Members on the other side think about it. Let them discharge their duty 
and my duty will come next. The Bill in its essence is quite right, and 
I am here to see that this piece of legislation is passed in this Assembly. 
The question is how are you going to assist the police and the executive 
who will airest and detain these people. Now, in England, the law is the 
same for everybody whether he is a street beggar or a merchant prince or n 
Member of Parliament. He has got the right enunciated by my friend 
from Karaclii. There is a recent case decided about throe or four days ago. 
It appeared in the Stntcsmayi or the Englifthvian or the Hindustan Thus, 
There was a young lady who was taken into custody. She applied to the 
High Court for an in(|uiry under section 401 of tho Criminal Procedure 
Code questioning the conduct of the police in detaining her and she w.anted 
her liberty because no human being can be kept within the jail preeinets 
without trial. 

Now, Sir, this motion will probably be defeated and the Mov('r 
another amendment restricting the operation of the clause for one yenr 
only. As the Law Member said if the revolutionary spirit is crushed, then 
this clause will not be necessary. As the High Court of Calciitta recently 
held, section 491 will have no application against Ihe executive or the 
police in cases where persons are detained without tri.nl. Now. Sir, ymi 
know fhnt section 4 of the Criminal Amendment Act of lf)2/i says: 

“Thp power of the Loral Oovernment nnrler snb-f»ection (1) of Foction 11 
the lor.ql Art to direct hv order in writing shnll be deemed to inrliide a pow«*r to 
order in writing made with the previous sanction of the Governor General in 
anti ru'-h person shall he committed to custodv in any jail in British India and for 
all or anv of the purposes of the local Act, the orders so made shall he deemed to 
be an order made^ under section 11 of that Art and the provisions of that Ad 
apply accordingly.** 

Exactly. Sir, the Bengal Government is anthorised by that Act to defnin 
anv persons and section 491 will have no application : exactly, Sir, the 
Judges of the High Court only a couple or three days ago passed fh'it 
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order that section 491, that is, the writ of Habeas Corpus j will not lie- 
against the executive in detaining these persons. My friend. Dr. De Souza^ 
forgot for a moment the Statement of Objects and Eeasons of this Bill) 
but came forward as a benefactor and put forward the plea that, well, 
under the common law in Bombay and Madras — he cited 50 Bombay at 
page 61(>— well, there was a time when 50 Bom. applied; probably my 
Honourable friend was then one of the Judges, or probably a practi- 
tioner or probably one of the Sessions Judges and as such he might 
have been reading the ruling of the High Court, but may I ask him what 
was the state of things then when I. L. R. 50 Bombay 616 was published! 
and a copy thereof was sent to my Honourable friend for his edification 
and experience in the matter? What was the state of things? Was it the 
same as it is to-day in Bombay or in Calcutta ? Was there any applica- 
tion? Could not the Judges of the Calcutta High Court read that ruling? 
Did not the advocate acting on behalf of an applicant, who wanted a writ 
of TTaheas Cnrputt under section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code, against 
the jailor of Aliporo jail, Calcutta, present an application that the person 
on behalf of the applicant shoTild be produced before the Judges within 
sncli and such a time in order that evidence might be recorded or, that in 
the alternative, she might be tried according to law? Certainly, Sir, the 
case quoted by my friend. Hr. DeSoiiza. has no applicatiori to or bearing 
on the subject, under discussion. That being so, T cannot help thinking 
that my Honourable friend, T)r. DcSouza, made a hopeless mistake in 
applying I. L. B, 50 Bom. at page 616. 


r am waiting to hear what my friends of the Independent Party «are* 
thinking about the? (question, namely, whether the Government is or is not 
in a position to bring into the present Bill clause 4. Sir, my friend, 
!\Ir. Sitaramaraju has submitted a nole of dissent and hag therein stated 
that section 491 is a section which could not be included in the Bill. 

(At this stage !\rr. President resumed the Chair.) 

Sir, my friend is not a. lawyer, and he wants to know* how* that section 
491 in clause 4 of the Bill w’ill be included in the main Bill. To-day w'e 
find, Sir, that the. Bill was perfectly right and to-day the amendment is a 
moot question. I do not know- whether it will be passed or not passed. I 
do not mind which way they decide it, but as far as the validity of the- 
question is concerned, the Government ' are perfectly right in bringing in 
that clause 4, because they w’ant to protect their police oflieei*s and the 
executive in order that 491 may not apply against the executive deterring 
the persona in question from certain crimes in the province. Sir, if that 
is correct, I suppose I do not like to go any further than that, because if 
it is the decision of the Assembly then, they wdll decide the matter; and 
far as I am concerned, I have gone so far and T do not like to go any 
further, except that if the Government would be right in crushing the 
terrorist movement by bringing this piece of legislation, so that section 
491 of the Code of Criminal Procedure w’ill have no' application in order 
that sufficient help should be given to the executive to detain these per- 
so that they may not terrorise the people at largo, T suppose the 
Government are on the unpopular side on account of that, . because my 
^‘f^nds on the opposite side may be thinking that the foundation stone 
freedom in the country as ©nunciato4 British Law in England is 

o 2 
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being ta]ien away, but. why? it should not be forgotten what are the 
circumstances to-day. There are people terrorizing the people at l^rge, 
MDixig brave and meritorious and devoted and faithful servants the members 
of the I. C. S., killing the police, killing the peaceful and law-abiding 
people in order that something in their mind may come true, in order that 
they may have the moon at once. Sir, if that is the object, if that is the 
objective, then it is a good sign for these poor lads to realize that they after 
all are not so tall as to raise their little fingers and become independent in 
the twinkling of an eye. If then the Hindu Mahasabha thinks that they 
will thus have the monopoly over all India, they are mistaken. As far as 
1 am concerned, of course to eiT is human, I do not think it right to go 
far a.s is proposed here, but I am asking this, that if that is not possible 


Bhai Parma Band (Ambala Division : Non-Muhammadan) *. Why do 
you not mention the .Muslim League also? 


Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, that is not a League which wants suzerainty over 

all India like the Hindu Mahasabha ...... 

% - 


Mr, President: Please restrict vourself to the subject before the House. 

I ! 

Hr. K. Ahmed: I know this is quite relevant, ns is also the reference 
of my Honourable friend. I am simply referring to tlie objects with which 
the terrorist movement has come into being, and those are the very reasons 
why the Government have brought forward this piece of legislation in 
order to crush out the terrorist movement. It is for the Assembly to 
-consider whether it will pass the motion or not, but. Sir, as regards the 
propriety of the course of action of the Government, I think they are 
justified in bringing forward this Bill, and I should be delighted to hear 
the Leader of the Opposition or the Deputy Leader at least in reply to the 
points T have raised in mv speech. 

! 

Hr. S. O. Hitra: Sir, T had no mind to take part in the discussion 
this amendment because I thought, as the Honourable the Law Member 
said, it dealt merely with . legal matters, and from the legal side my 
friend, Mr. C. C. Biswas, has dealt with the question very elaborately: 
hut yet, when the Honourable the Law Member himself went out of hi^ 
way and placed it on a political issue, T must sav something. In » 
constitutional Government there are three well-defined functions, 
the executive, the judiciary and the Lejnslature and all the three shonW 
he. well balanced, and that the appropriate functions of nnv one should 
not be predominated by another. T think even in our collep^ 
da:fs we read of this. Now, the executive in this Govcrnmoi;* 
has succeeded in crushincr the Legislature entirely. They are p 

country by means of Ordinances and certification. They are now malnnp 
an attempt even to crush the judiciarv. The High courts have the 
to supervise the actions of the subordinate judiciary and to see thflt t 
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liberty of the people is not endangered without proper trial. I think in 
the American constitution there is provision that the head of the judiciary 
presides over the Senate when there is a trial for impeachment of the 
President. Sir, in all the civilised countries the constitution provides to 
keep the three component parts of the Government within their limits, 
but unfortunately in India the executive is all in all. Fortunately, the 
Honourable the Law Member has made that point quite clear; he wants 
to take away all the powers of the judiciary. Let them say that there is 
war in the country and therefore they are ruling the country under martial 
law. Why should the Honourable the Law Member go out of his way 
and apologise that it is a temporary measure? They have tried these 
temporary measures now for the last 7 years and they are now going to 
try one for another 5 years, and yet they call it a temporary measure. 
I wish however to make it quite clear again that I am not against your 
taking any steps to root out terrorism from this country. But my conten- 
tion is that by these means you cannot root out terrorism. It is not 
right that you should call innocent people “inveterate terrorists”. It 
was the Leader of the House who was referring the other day to my 
Honourable friend Mr. Ghuznavi as taking advantage of the privilege of 
the House. Sir, the Honourable the Home Member himself is taking 
this undue advantage, because I challenge him to call any of these 
detenus inveterate terrorists out of this House, and I shall see how 
soon he can go to his Scottish home without being placed before a court 
of law for libelling innocent persons. Sir, it is very easy to call a man 
an inveterate terrorist «and mislead this House in order to get passed 
certain laws to eradicate the national spirit from the land. Sir, even the 
Law Member said that there is some risk in putting the detenus before 
courts of law. What is the risk? You can have the trials in camera. 
Th(.M*e were big cases of conspiracy for waging war, etc., in Chittagong and 
other similar cases which were all regularly tried and ended in punishment. 
Yet we often hear the old argument that if there is an open trial there is 
a danger to the witnesses and other people. My main contention is that 
the Government can devise any means it likes to eradicate the evil of 
teri’orism but the method they have adopted is a wrong method. These 
measures will not really help Government to root out terrorism from 
thi-; land. 


Sir, Indian people have the greatest confidence in British justice. 
Even that is being shaken now and tl'.ereby the very foundation of the 
British Empire is being shaken. His Excellency the Viceroy is a mere 
constitutional Governor General and he is simply dittoing what is pressed 
by the Honourable Sir James Crerar and Mr. Emerson. It is this un- 
linking Executive that is actually undermining the foundations of the 
British Empire. Sir, up to this time, people had great confidence in 
British justice; even the detenus, excluding the very poor people, could 
run to the High Court with some hope and confidence. But I cannot 
understand the mentality of the Executive. They wish to have all the 
powers to themselves destroying the Judiciary and the Legislature as if 
^ney are the only intelligent people in the whole of India. They want 
0 crush the Lepslature which is now a helpless body. Thev are also 
5ittempting to crush Judiciary. ^ — 

friend, the Beputy Leader of my. Party, was referring me to certain 
®8ges m the Hindu about this very question of habeas corpus in the 
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•Calcutta High Court. But I do not wish to go into the legal side o 
^he question. From the constitutional standpoint, 1 say that you shouk 
not interfere with the Legislature or the Judiciary. As regards th» 
amendment under discussion, I made it quite clear even when Mr. Syke: 
moved his amendment that Government are now trying to take the detenu- 
out of the jurisdiction of the chartered High Courts. The Judiciary ii 
these places has not the plenary and inherent powers of the chartercc 
High Courts to restore the detenus to liberty even .when they are jiu 
prisoned illegally. So the powers of the High Courts under Section 4^) 
should not be interfered with. 


Sardar Sant Singh (West Ihinjab: Sikh): Sir, after listening to tlh 
debate on clause' 4 of the Bill, one is tempted to say something, especially 
after the speech which has been made by my Honourable friend Mr. K 
Ahmed. He is a lawyer of tlie Calcutta High Court. (Mr. K. Ahmet 
questioned the pronunciation of the word “lawyer”.) All right, I wil! 
call him a Barrister. He tried to support the Honourable the Law Membe] 
in a way which should call forth from the latter the remark “God savt 
me from my friends”. As a matter of fact, lu? has spoken »us if ht 
was a part of the police force. He was speaking with the authority 
of a constable who is dealing with a person whom he suspects to have 

committed an offence. My friend Mr. K. Ahmed in fact has pleaded 

that because the executive wants the |X)wer, the j)ower should he given 
to them. Tf we are here to give the power to the e.xecutive simply becausf^ 
they ask for it, then the sooner we disperse the better for ull concerned. 
Sir, we are here to see that the executive do not get more powers tbar 
ought to he given them in any civilised administration. * That is the 
main object of our coming here. We are here to keep a vigilant eye 
■over the executive. If they try U> trespass upon the jiu’isdiction of the 
civil tribunals, it becomes our business, nay, our duty, to tell them: 
“Thus far and no further”. Wo are of course here to strengthen their 
hands in eradicating any evil that props up its head in the country, but 
such a power must necessarily be f)f a leinporarv and emergent nature. 

Now, Sir. the terrorist movement came into existence some time in the 

early days of tlie partition agitation in Bengal. Since then, the Executive 
have been gi’asping at ix>wer after power ostensibly for the purpose of 
crushing this movement but so far it has not succeeded in doing so. 
Take, for instance, this Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, the 
supplementary of whicli we are discussing today. We know that thi^ 
Act was first passed, rather certified, by the executive of the Bengjd 
Government in 1925. It is seven years now, and the Government have 
not succeeded in crushing this movement. Bather what at present they 
say is, “In Bengal we have not been able to crush this movement 


seven years, we now want to send them outside Bengal”. If in seven 
years, they have not been able to crush this movement, is it not high 
iime to revise their policy? Is it not reasonable to ask them, Sir, 
think twice before we enlarge the further powers of Government in this 
req>eet? They are acting in the manner that the despots of old acted' 
People suffered from a grievance, which found expression in severa 
ways. Instead of taking steps to remove the cause of grievance, 
giving expression to the grievance were persecuted and prosecuted, wh*® 
resulted in further intensifying the discontent. The result was that i 
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course of time both the despot and the Empire were swallowed up by 
that grievance. Similar is the phenomenon that is being seen teday 
in India. For over ‘a quarter of a century, from 1906 onwards, w’e have 
been trying to crush the revolutionary movement by methods which have 
been ta^en objection to by all serious minded people and by those people 
who whole-heartedly co-ojperated with the Executive in crushing that move- 
inent. The Government have failed to listen to them. The Executive 
went on in their mad career of getting more power and more power and 
still more power. If that power did not succeed, why not give a chance 
to the other side, why not listen to their advice and try to remove the 
cause which has given rise to this ten-orist movement? The Government 
are not doing that. Even now we find in the settlement of the consti- 
tutional issue, the agents of the Government are raising side issues, some 
safeguards, some provisions, some ‘ifs* and some ‘huts* always with a 
view to postponing the settlement. The real grievance of the people is 
that they are not granted liberty in their own country, that they are not 
allowed to develop in their own manner. That is the real grievance. 
Instead of meeting the real grievance, instead of removing the real .. 
giievance, th(» Executive come forward and say “Look here, Sardar Sant 
Singh does not remain quiet, let us now send him to jail without trial". 
They may succeed in sending Sardar Sant Singh to jail without trial, but 
they arc raising a resentment and bitterness in the minds of the relations 
of Sant Singh that is bound to recoil on their own heads later on. This 
ija n<;t the way of dealing with the situation. What is the latest method? 
Tlie latest method! is embodied in cdause 4, and that is that the writ of 
hiihcas corpus should no longer be available to the persons detained under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. There seems to be some 
oonfusinn as to the importance of the writ of habeas corpus in maint^iining 
the rule of law in the country. What is the writ of habeas corpus? It 
is a redress, a relief against the illegality committed by the executive. 
The law is there; the law gives certain powers and defines these powers 
within the words of a section. The law arms you with certain jx^wer; 
if you use that power according to the law, the writ of habeas corpus 
cannot harm you. If, on the contrary, you abuse the letter of the law, 
or pretend to use the law against the liberty of any individual, at once 
the aggrieved party goes to the High Court, makes an application for a 
writ of habeas corpus to issue, and the High Court examines whether 
the actions of tlio Executive are within the law or without the law. It 
is a matter of history how many persons have been detained in jails and 
in lunatic asylums on the alleged ground that they were criminals and 
lunatics, how many of them were released later on by the High Courts 
en finding that this lunacy was not real, but it was only a pretence for 
detaining a man on account of jealousy or enmity of his enemies. How 
many times has not the High Coiu’t set aside the orders of the executive 
on the ground that they, were illegal. If history abounds in such instances, 
where the High Coiii’t has found their attitude to be illegal, is it, Sir, 
unfair to suppose that the executive commits illegal acts? What is the 
check on the high-handedness of the executive? What legal sanction do 
you give to the people for the protection of their liberties? The only 
thing that is available for the redress of their grievances is the writ of 
habeas corpus. Its suspension can onlv be justified by the gravest 
emergency. Either we, on this side of the House, do not understand the 
^eanmg of the word "emergency" or the meaning of this word ^*emer. 
geucy" has been widened, to such an extent by the executive in India 
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that it has lost its real significance.. The term ’“emergency** has been 
utilised as a pretence for grasping more power by the executive. Similarly 
here you appeal in the name of emergency. But may I ask how long 
is this emergency going to last? From 1925 up till now this emergency 
has lasted, and vet yoii are not satisfied 


Mr. President : The Honourable Member should 'address the Chair. He 
is now addressing the Members on the opposite Benches. 


Sardar Sant Singh: I beg your pardon, Sir. How long is this emergency 
go ng to last. Sir, I ask the Honourable Members sitting on the Govern- 
ment Benches. This state of affuirs has lasted for seven years now and 
during tliese seven years, the Government have not been able to got rid 
of this terrorist movement. Now, the Government are not in a position to 
g.ive us any indication as to when they are going to end this emergency. 
1£ it has come to stay, as the Honourabl(,‘ tlu* Law Member was constrained 
to admit, this will go on till the terrorist movement is crushed. In that 
case, my submission is that it becomes all the more our duty to oppose 
this inoaMire. We oppe^se the executive for they are not adopting a course 
which is in the best iTiterests of the country, or even in their own interests. 
The Honourable tlie Home Aleinber may leave the shores of India one of 
these days, but he will be leaving behind a heritage of bitterness end 
resentment. He would have created a sense uf vindictiveness and a sense 
of revenge in the people which will not bo useful and which will not he in 
the best interests of the country or of the administrators. Therefore, my 
suhniissiou is tliat before they should proceed with clause 4, and before 
they persist in keeping this clause in the Bill, they should think twicer 
whether they are furthering their own interests. Herein comes again the 
question ^vhether the j)oint that the Select Committee did not make an) 
change in the Bill should furnish them with an argument that this House 
stands committed to the principle of the Bill. This is nu argument, Sir, 
which has. no force at all. It is unfortunate that the Select Committee 
should not have gauged the volume of opposition in the House. Tlic very 
fact that this Bill has been debated for over four or five days goes to show 
that this side of the House is very much opposed to the principle under- 
lying the Bill, The only thing which this House now 

insists upon is that protection should bo given to the detoim!^ 

by way of moving the High Court in cases where wrong persons 
or innocent persons have been detained without oven following the pro- 
cedure laid down in the Bill itself. It is a very ordinary and simple 
method by which the executive on the other side can plea&e the Opposition 
by conceding this much to the Opposition. Therefore I will appeal once 
more both to the Honourable the Home Member and to the Honoiirahle tho 
Law Member to reconsider their position and see if they cannot hrin? 
themselves to accede to the amendment for the omission of clause 4. 

* 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. Prerident: The question is that the question lie now put. 

The motion was adopted. 
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The Honourable Sir J^es Orerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, 

I have already addressed the House so many times, not only with regard 
to the general provisions of this Bill but with regard to the specific issues 
which arise on this particular clause, that I think it is quite unnecessary 
for me to indulge in reiteration. It is less necessary since the issues 
that have been raised on the debate upon this clause have been predomi- 
nantly of a technical legal character. Apart from the fact that it is not 
my particular province to deal with technical points of jurisprudence, they 
have been so completely dealt with by my Honourable colleague the Law 
Memb(;r so fully elucidated by other Honourable and learned gentlemett. 
present, that I do not propose to deal with them. I propose to touch only 
very briefly on two points of what I may call the executive aspect of the- 
question. It has been j)()inted nut by my Honourable colleague the Law 
Member that the most important respect in which this amendment would 
impinge uj)on the Bill and the Act which it seeks to supplement is in 
respect of section 4 of the local Act, that is to say, the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, which gives the police powers to detain up to a 
Linit of lo days, and which gives the Local Government power to order 
fnrtlicr detention pending the issue of an order under section 2. Now, 
rhe point I wish to make is this, that the provision in tlie local Act is in 
practice a ]»rovisi(m of the most vital importance. The main purpose of 
the Act being indeed preventive and not punitive, — as w’as pointed out by 
the Ljuv Member, — one of the most important directions in which 
prevention ought to bo obtained is the prevention of an immediately 
impending terrorist outrage. And what has happened over and 
over again is this, that the police have obtained intimation from 
sources of a secret character of such an intention. The prompt arrest 
of two or three of the persons on that reasonable suspicion, which 
is referred to in the Act, has* made it possible on more occasions than 
one io prevent the octMirrence of such an outrage. It is also of very great 
iiriportaiice indeed in dealing in a preventive manner — apart from the actual 
commission of an impending or know’ii to be impending outrage — with the 
newly growing terrorist orgjinisations or branches* of existing terrorist 
organisations. What T wish to make clear to the House 
is^ that, wdiat 1 am now urg-ng upon them is not a theoretical 
poini but a practical one. Tl is a point wdiich by experience 
bas been found to be one of the greatest importance in practice if this 
local Act is to be given effect to properly; and it is for that reason, — re- 
f;arding it purely from the practical point of view — that we are unable to 
accept the amendment to exclude this clause. I desire finally to point 
out that since the local Legislature and the Local Government have asked. 
Us to Jissist them in giving effect to this Act, this is one of the most im- 
portant points involved and it is with regard to this particular point that 
I am part’cularly desirous that the House should discharge w^hat I regard 
to be its duty and its responsibility, by enabling the Local Goveniment to- 
exorcise effectively the pow’ors under their own local Act. 


Sir, I oppose the amendment. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

**That clause 4 be omitted and clause 5 be renumbered ae clause 4.*’ 
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The Assembly divided: 

AYE8-33. 


Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Bagla, Tiala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas. Mr. C. C. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Ounjal. Mr. N. R. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala. 
iJadhav, Mr. B. V. 

Jehangir, Sir Cowasji. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Joshi. Mr. N. M. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth 
Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 
Mitra, Mr. S. C. 


Mudaliar, Diwan Bahadur A. Raiau- 
swami. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Matilvi 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. I«. 

Rauga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi, Mr. N. Ramakrishna. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Harbilas. 

Sen. Mr. S. C. 

Shafee Daoodi, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Singh. Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitarurnaruju, Mr. B. 

Tharnpan. Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
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Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Ahmed. Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklestiria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Quzi. 
Bajpai. Mr. G. S. 

Bajpai. Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. ^ . 

Bbargava, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Coflgrave, Mr. W. A. i 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir Jame.'^. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Dumasia, Mr. N. M. I 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry. 
Graham. Sir Ijancelot. j 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W. I 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. _ 1 

Ishwarsingji, NawJib Naharsinji. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajce. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Lai Chand, Hony. Captain Rao Baha- 
dur Chaudhri. 


Meg tvv, Major General J. W. D. 
Mot)re, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. O. 

Mujiimdar, Sardar, G. N. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
Ni.\on, Mr. J. ('. 

Novcp, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Pillai. Mr. N. R. 

Kafiiiddin Ahmad, Khan Babamir 
^faulvi. 

Raghubir Singh, Kunwar. 

Rainv, The Honourable Sir 
Raia’b. Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shall, Khan Bahadur 
Makbdum Syed. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur Ii. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Rvan, Mr. T. 

Sahi. Mr. Ram I’m^had Narayaii. 
Sarnia, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir t.eorge. 
Scott, Mr. J. Rjimsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan 
Captain. 

Svkes, Mr. E. E. 
fin Tut, Mr. . 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji 
Vonng, Mr. G. M. 


The motion was negatived. 

Baa Bahadur B. L. Patfl: Sir, tho next amendment that stands m my 
name reads thus: 


“That to clause 4 the following be added at the end : 
‘This clause shall be in force for one year only'.*' 


to 


TVly previous amendment having been thrown out, of the 

mJke an appeal to this House at least to restmt 
■elause for one year only. I wiU, however, shortly state my reaso 



THB BBKGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL. 

to why I am moving this amendment after having failed with regard to 
my first amendment. My first reason is this: that we are on the eve of 
constitutional reforms, and it would be unfair and unwise on our part to 
legislate for a period for which the operation of this clause will be extended. 
We are all hoping that tremendous changes are going to happen. In these 
circumstances I think that it would be wise on our part to limit the operation 
of the clause only for one year. 

My second reason for pressing this amendment for the acceptance of 
this House is this : of course it is said in high authoritative quarters that 
when the State is in danger, the high prerogative writ of habeas corpus 
may be suspended ; but it should be suspended only for a short time and 
for a limited period, and that sliould be done only by the Legislature. 

I do not know exactly wlicre that has been said, but I remember that 
is the propositif)u laid down l)y Lord Shaw in one of his judgments, and 
he has ([uoted from JllackstoTu*. Tliat is my second reason why the 
operation of tliis clause should he* resiricled to one year only; and I 
make an a])peal to tli's House 

An Honourable Member: Make your appeal to the other side. This 
side is always with you. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: 1 make my appeal both to this side as well 
as the other, because I fear that mauv Honourable Members will not be 
ui their seats at the time of voting. For these two reasons I move this 
auieiidmeut. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: :Mr. Tresident, the Honourable 
gentleman who has moved this amendment had two main grounds: in 
fact two sole grounds as I luulerslood him; first that India is on the 
eve of big constitutional reforms, and second, any suspension of the 
habeas corpus powers of the High Court should only be for a very limited 
period. I have a great deal of sxmpathy with both of those points of view. 
Hat what 1 would ask the House to regard is the practical aspect of the 
business. In the first instance, a proposal of this kind will not be reason- 
able unless we had some reasonal)lo pros]>ect that the exceptional condi- 
tions wilieh requTe (‘xceptional legislation are reasonably likely to be ter- 
ininatt'cl xvithiii one year. Secondly, it is obviously a matter of the greatest 
importance that the su]q)leiiu‘utarv legislate ai should be co-extensive and 
co-teniiinoiis in time with the local Hill which it proposes to supplement. 
If within the in?rif)d which the local Act has still to run conditions did 
nnprovc so much, if the terrorist movement in Bengal became extinct, 
then obviously the conditions necessitating the legislation w’ould have' 
ceased, and t have no manner of doubt that the local Legislatiu-e would 
repeal its own enaidmeiit and our own supplementary Act could cease to 
<>perate. Hut till those conditions are reali.sed, I do not think it is reason- 
able ff)r tlie Honourable Member op])osite to expect us to accept an amend- 
ment limiting the operation of this important operative clause, which the 
House has already repeatedly accepted, to one year. 

Hr. President: The question is : 

‘‘That to clause 4 the following he added at the end : 

‘This clause shall be in foi'ce for one year only*.** 

The motion was negatived. 
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Mf. Presidsilt: The next amendment is from Mr. Sitsramsraju. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Sir, I move; 

^ * That to clause 4 the followiii||j^ proviao be added — ‘Provided, however, that 
the procedure laid down in the Act has been complied with’.*’ 

Ill moving this amendment it is not necessary for me to speak at any 
great length, nor it is necessary for me to refer to the inherent powers of 
the High Courts after the very elaborate discussion we have had on the 
subject. My amendment, as I have just now read, does not seek to 
modify any of the provisions of the Bill itself notwithstanding the fact 
that it is a proviso, because the proviso says, you can have the Act as 
you will, and if you must have this drastic legislation, have it by all 
means, but if you want to have this legislation, then give a guarantee 
to the people that in case even this lawless law is not complied with, and 
if there has been a detention illegally made under the colour of this Act, 
there is a provision in the law itself to safeguard the citizens from such 
illegal detention. That is ‘my proviso, and therefore I do maintain that 
the proviso does not modify any of the provisions of the Bill itself notwith- 
standing the fact that it is a proviso. It only seeks to show that by 
barring legal proceedings which you want under clause 4, we should be 
assured that, in case the procedure laid down in the Bengal Act has not 
been complied with, there will be available to the citizen the remedy 
provided under section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code. One would 
have thought that there could be no possible objection on the part of 
Government to a proviso like this, because the Government have the 
legislation they want: and I do not think that any reasonable man on the 
Oovernment Benches can contend that there should also be a power 
reserved to the executive to exceed the bounds of law. Notwithstanding 
the verA' pointed questions asked by our Deputy Tjcader, Sir Cowasji 
Jehangir. and by our Loader, Sir Abdur Bahim. earlier on this debate, the 
TTonourable the Homo 'Xlomber would not allow himself to be drawn out 
on that day. We wanted vor\’ much to know what possible obji'ction 
there could be for Government to accept a provision like this. The ques- 
tion was specifically asked and the Honourable the Home Member, if T 
remember aright, said that he would disclose his views on the matfer 
only when this amendment was moved. But the Law Member was not 
silent likewise. Sir, I must at this stage congi’nlulate the Honourable the 
Law Member for the ver>^ refreshing candour with which he dealt ^ith 
the subiect. and T must also congratulate another gentleman on tlu‘ (Inv- 
emment Benches, — ^my Honourable friend. Dr. DeSouza, for the vi'vy 
correct view he has taken in the matter. 


Mr. S. O. Mitra: And the great Barrister Mr. Kabiruddin Ahmed? 
(Laughter.) 

Hr. B. Sitaramaraju: What does that show? I am using almost the 
exact words of the Law Member. He said that the whole clause is 
ing to him as it would be to any lawyer. All the implications involved 
in it are revolting to everybody who is fed on English junBprudeno®» 
equity and common justice. Therefore, I am ^ really ^ thankful to tn 
Honourable the Law Member for the candoiw with which he has state 
the position, namely, that he is guided more by a policy to enact tins 
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legislation than by reason. He said that the purpose of this Bill is to 
substitute the executive will for judicial judgment. I may be permitted 
to say. Sir, with equal candour that if there is any grain of self-respect 
on this side of the House, then we should not be a party to a thing 'which 
secko> to substitute executive will for judicial judgment. But I do sympa- 
thise with the Honourable the Law Member because he is quite helpless 
and because he is guided by a policy over which he candidly said he has 
no control. However, Sir, in sympathising with him, I cannot but express 
jny regret that, great lawyer as he is, the Honourable the Law Member 
has advanced an argument which, I am sure, he would on reflection find 
that it is not at all an argument that he of all people could have or 
should have advanced. He said that if the detention is legal, the High 
Court will not interfere; if the detention is illegal, then there is nothing 
that can prevent the High Court from interfering. And before I deal with 
the specific points raised by him I must now refer to another remark 
which he made earlier in the debate. It is with reference to the opinion 
expressed by Sir Alladi KrishnaswMmi Aiyor — another great lawyer from 
Madras — on this provision in the Bill. Honourable Members of this House 
are perfectly aware that the Honourable the Law Member has himself 
quoted with approval the remarks of Bir Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyer, the 
Advocate General of Madras, on the point 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Will you please raise your voice; 

I find it very difficult to hear you. 

Mr. B. Sitaraimaraju : He read the references to the regulations under 
section 491. Criminal Procedure Code, which were made in that opinion. 

T would like to quote the following few lines from Sir Alladi Krishnaswami 
Aiyer ’s opinion: 

“If the conditions of the .statute are satisfied, the detention is lawful and the 
Hifjh Court will not exercise the jurisdiction under section 491 of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code. If, on the other hand, the detention is unlawful because the condi- 
tions of the Statute have not been fulfilled or the order has not been passed save by 
the proper authority, there is no rea.son why the subject should be deprived of his 
remedy under section 491 and the opportunity of obtaining relief in any part of the 
British Kmpire.’* s * ' 

In view of the approval with which the Law Member has quoted Sir 
Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyor, I hope the same approval would be accorded 
to this which I consider to be the important relevant operative portion of 
his opinion on the question before us, although he stated in that par^aph 
that the only redeeming feature of this objectionable law is that it was 
once allowed to be incorporated in a similar way. I do not think that 
can be cited as an argument which w-as advanced by Sir Alladi Krishna- 
swami Aiyer in favour of the clause. This is all that was said, and that 
Was the portion quoted by the Law Member. Here it is : 

i 

"T realifie that there is this thinj; to lie fttid in favour of ti>e retention of danse 

Uiat section 491 already contains a provision to the effect that the remedy under 
the section is not availahle. to persons detained under certain regulations^ and So 
forth.” 

This was quoted as Sir Alladi’s approval in answer to the point which 
was then raised hv Sir Cownsii Jehanpir. Eeadinsr the whole passage, 
even .the Law Member with all the brilliancy of the advocacy which he 
Can bring to hear upon it cannot mahe it other than a mere conunonplaoe 
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of advocacy on his part. Further, the Honourable the Law Member 
made mention about the sanction of this Legislature. This House never 
sanctioned it, and if the Council of State sanctioned it we know what 
the Council of State is composed of. 

The Honourable Sir Bro|endra Mitter: 1 protest against it. 

Mr. B.. Sitaramaraju: Coming to that point that if the detention is 
lawful, then the High Court will not interfere and if the detention is 
unlawful, then the High Court cannot be prevented 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Will the Honourable speaker speak 
a little louder? We find it difficult to follow him. 

Mr. President: The Chair also finds it difficult to follow the Honour- 
able Member. 


Mr. B. SitarSimaraJu : I am sorry I have been inconveniencing Honour- 
able Members. If the detention is legal, then the High Court cannot 
interfere. This is a correct proposition with which we have no quarrel. 
Ah regards the other that if on the other hand the detention is illegal, 
then the High Court cannot be prevented from interfering. I would like to 
say that this requires some more elaborate explanation than what the 
Honourable the Law Member has given. If I remember aright, he was 
advancing the argument in answer to my friend Mr. Navalrai that the 
powers of a High Court are no more than the pow ers mentioned under » 
section 491, and therefore if we are to be deprived of the powers vested 
in us under section 491 we are deprived of all. But if the general rights 
and privileges of the High Court are untouched and real, clause 4 itself 
would be without any effect. The Honourable the Law Member said, 
referring to the Calcutta caso he mentioned the other day, that those 
powers are rendered ineffective by these provisions. I submit that the Hon- 
ourable the Law Member cannot have it both wrays. To put it in another 
way, it must bo admitted, and I think that is suffieiently admitted by the 
Honourable the Law Member himself, that in cases where there has been 
illegal detention, even under the colour of this Act. then it is right that 
the victims of that illegal detention should be provided wnth some remedy. 

I think therefore that it can be assumed that illegal detention requin^s 
to be provided against. Section 491 is a remedy. If fhev are deprived 
of that there must be a remedy available. Now' admitting that there 
is 8 remedy available to a person illegally detained somew'here in law, 
then I would like to ask where is this remedy to be found if we nre 
deprived of section 491, for under sub-section (h) of section 491 there is 
a specific, provision m.qde that the High Court would interfere where there 
has been a case made out of illegal /detention. That being so, it if^ 
incumbent upon the Law Member to tell us, for if those powers under 
section 491 are to bo barred under clause 4, there must he n remedy 
available to a citizen to safeguard against that illegal detention. To my 
mind there is none. Tf there is one elsewhere, section 401 w'ould 
specifieallv provide a remedv for illegal detention. Tf there is illegal 
detention, then sub-section (b) is the only provision applienble. Now*, 
the whole of section 491 is taken aw'ay and debarred from being 
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then there must be another power vested somewhere. The Honourable 
the Law Member has not told us where that power exists. If I remember 
aright, in the course of the discussion on the last clause, he said that ' 
the general powers of the High Court could be made available for that 
purpose. If that is correct, tlien it would be open to the same objection 
\A hich tJio Honourable the Law Member himself raised for rejecting clause* 

4. Therefore the position comes to this, this proviso is either necessary 
or not necessary. If it is necessary, then we must certainly have it. 
Assuming for the moment that it is not necessary and that there is a 
power reserved for the people elsewhere by which they can take action 
for illegal detention under this Act, assuming that such a power exists, 
which I deny, then this proviso (‘ould be considered at the worst only 
superfluous. May I respectfully ask the Law Member whether, by adding* 
a proviso which is not objectionable on the ground that people illegally 
detained under the Act should be. provided with a proper remedy, if it is- 
only superfluous, it would offend the aesthetic sense of the draftsman 
of the Government who has drafted this Bill to add a proviso like this, 
and that a serious doubt has arisen and the point has been argued on the 
floor of the House by Honourable Members who are acquainted with the- 
practice and procedure of law in this country. 

Then there is another point. Taking the question also on its merits, 
what is this after all which we w’ant? \Ve say, let the Government have 
this law, drastic as it is, but let us have the proviso also, w’hich says that 
even this lawless laAv should he complied w'ith and w’here it is not a 
remedy should be made available to the people. Is it the contention of 
the Government that even if action is illegally taken under this Act by 
officials, they should have their own way? If that were the contention, 
'then T w’Diild respectfully ask the Home Member as w^ell as the Law 
Member. ‘‘Why have this Act at all?’*. I would tell them, “Suspend 
nil laws altogethor for the matter of that**, because if it is the wish of the 
executive that no law should be respected by their officials, with w'^hat 
flfcency can anybody say that there should be any laws at all ? Let them 
mlo without laws and suspend all laws. Sir, in my humble opinion T think 
^ that this proviso is the acid test of the houa fidcR of the Gov- 

,5 p.M. pi^nmont (Hoar, hear), as to whether, under the subterfuge 

and colour of this Aet. they want their subordinate officials to take the 
law into their hands and do whatever they please, without there being 
any remedy available to the party aggrieved, without there being any right 
available to the ordinary citizen to question the vagaries of the Govem- 
niont’s subordinate ofiTreials. 

Mr. S. O. Mitra: You can see the Honourable the Home ^lember. 

Mr. B. Sltaramaraju : Sir, in all fairness to the Honourable the Law 
Member it must be said — to use his own W'ords — ^that the whole thing is 
mvoltin.g from the point of view of a law^^cr to him as well ns to all of 
ns. To us it is even more so, and I would respectfully request the 
Honourable the Law Member not to let the Government stultify tbem- 
J^elves by taking shelter under the proposed legislation without offering a 
remedy even w^hen their subordinate and higher offi/cials have exceeded 
and abused the powers given to them by this House. 

Before I conclude, I would like to say one thing more, and that is 
tWs. In the course of the Budget speech the Honourable the Finance 
Member the other day aeeiised my Honourable friends from Bombay of 
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sustaining a passion for self-iniiicted iiijuiies. Since then 1 have dis- 
covered that the malady is not confined at all to Bombay but it has been 
creating ravages in the ranks of the Government themselves. 

0 

Mr. St. 0. Hitra: That is also from Bombay; Sir James Crerar is a 
•Bombay Civilian.. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Sir, these Ordinances, these drastic laws, what- 
ever may be the hardships that they entail on the people, however much 
the people suffer, ultimately recoil on the Government which promulgates 
them. I say, Sir, every lathi blow given, every drastic legislation under 
the colour of law, even with the sanction of the Legislature like ours, 
that’ has been made here, is injurious to the prestige, good name and 
authority of the Government themselves. If not now, at least in the days 
to come it must recoil, and therefore I would say that that passion for 
self-inflicting injuries ascribed to the Bombay people is more in evidence 
here with the Government than it is anywhere else. Sir, I move. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 30th March, 1932. 
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Wednesday, »Wth March, 1932, 


The Assenibly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANjSWEPS. 

Claims of British and Indian Seamen in Bombay. 

1063. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
there was any correspondence between the Government of- India and the 
Government of Bombay/ in regard to the equitable distribution of the 
sale proceeds of the Royal Alfred Sailors* Home, Bombay, between the 
claims of British and Indian seamen? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state how the claims of the British and Indian seamen out of 
the above sale proceeds were ultimately adjusted? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether they propose to see to an equitable distribution 
of the sum of Rs. 4,44,375 between the claims of European seamen and 
Indian seamen? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) A letter received from the Indian 
National Steamship Owners’ Association in regard to the disposal of the 
sale proceeds of the building of the Royal Alfred Sailors* Home was the 
subject of coiTOspondence between the Government of India and the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay. 

(b) From the information available, it appeared that the Bombay 
Seamen’s Society with which the Bombay Sailors’ Home Society (which 
administered the Royal Alfred Sailors’ Home^ was amalgamated, was 
under no legal obligation to contribute any part of the sale, proceeds towards 
any object connected with the welfare of Indian seamen. Tlie Society 
ho\vev(*r, mcs<h* a voluntary donation of Rs. 1 lakh towards the construc- 
tion of the building of the Indian Sailors’ Home recently opened at 
Bombay. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Nomination of Indian Christians as Members of the Ajmer Municipal 

Committee. 

1064. ^Sardar Sant Sin^: (a) Is it a fact that the Indian Chri&ttians 
fonn a very small minority of the population of Ajmer? 

(b) Is it also a fact that- three Indian Christians have been nominated 
^ members of the Ajmer Municipal Committee this year? 

( 2666 ) A 
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(c) If so, will Government state why no representatives of the Sikhs 
Or Parsis — other minority communities — are not nominated? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: With your permission, Sir, I propose to toiswei 
questions Nos. 1004, 100.1 and lOOG together. The information is he\n^ 
collected and will be given to the House in due course. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask, Rir, whether Government will also call 
for information as to how many labour members there are on the Ajmei 
Municipality, and whether in view^ of the fact that Ajmer is a very im- 
portant labour centre, they will also see tliat one labour member is ap- 
pointed on the Ajmer Municipality? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Does that question arise, Sir? 

Nomination of a Mussalman as a Member of the Ajmer Municipal 

Committee. 

tl065. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government infonn the House on 
what principle was a Mussalman nominated as a member of the Ajmer 
Municipality ? Is it a fact that a number of j^eats are reserved for Mussah 
mans by election to the Municipal Committee ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the nomination of Hindus as members has been 
stopped? If so, on what grounds is this done in tho case of Mussalmans? 

Non -Nomination of a Member of the Depressed Classes to the 
Ajmer Municipal Committee. 

tl066. ^Sardar Sant Sin^: (a) Is it a fact that the depressed classes 
of Ajmer made a representation to the Commissioner of Ajmer for nomina- 
tion of one of their community on the Committee? 

(6) If so, what were the reasons for the rejection of their application? 

Recruitment of Sikh Packers and Postmen in the Delhi 

Head Post Office. 

1067. ^Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact that there is no Sikh postman 
and packer in Delhi Head Office and its town sub-offices? Are Govern- 
ment prepared to call for the explanation of the official concerned 
who had ignored Government orders repeatedly issued in connection with 
the recruitment of the minority communities? Do (loverninent 
to issue instructions to the officers in charge of recruitment to appoint Sikhs 
in future till the number of the Sikh community is fully completed? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: With your ])ormission. Sir, I 
pose to take questions Nos. 1007, 1008 and 1009 together. Rach of these 
questions contains the suggestion that in making appointments in certain 
offices a certain reservation should be marie in favour of members <>t 
Sikh community. The steps taken by Government in securing rcprcsciitn* 
tion of minorjty communities (including Sikhs) in all services in tlic Test^ 
and Telegraphs Department are as already stated in the reply given to 
Honourable Member’s own starred question No. 728 in this House on 
9th March, 1932. Government regret that thev cannot taki» any further 
steps specially in favour of the Sikh eonimunitv. 

tFor answer to this question. answer to question No. 1064. 
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Recruitment of Sikh Clerks in the Delhi Head Post Office. 

tlOTO. ♦Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact that the number of the Sikh 
clerks in the Delhi Head and town sub-offices and in the R. M. S. 

D. Division is very poor? If so, are Government prepared to issue neces- 
sary instructions to the Postmastt^r, Delhi, and the Superintendent 

E. M. S. D. Division to recruit members of the Sikh community in future 
to give them their proper share? 

Appointment of Sikhs as Sub-Postmasters in Delhi. 

11069. *Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact that there are 21 sub-offices under 
Delhi Head Post Office and members of the following communities are 
working as Sub-Postmasters (12 Hinclus, eight Muhammadans, and one 
oJEh)/ Are oovtrrnrneiii f^reparea iShUe necessary instructions to the 
official coiicenied to pobt at least bb per cent, members from the Sikh com- 
munity xo worfc as bub- Postmasters to give a proper share to the minority 
communities 1 

Registration of Partnership Firms under the Income-tax -Act. 

1070. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that Income-tax Officers 
refuse to register partnership firms under section 2 (14) of the Income-tax 
Act? 

(b) Have any rules been framed for the guidance of the Income-tax 
Officers? If so, will Government kindly lay such rules on the table? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to make rules for the guidance of 
such officers? 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Schuster: (a) The implication of the question 
HS put is (fortaiiily not correct'. Recently one case has been brought to 
the notice of the Central Board of Revenue in which it was alleged that 
an Inconie-lnx Officer had incorrectly refused to register an instrument of 
partnership, under section 26- A. of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 'I'he 
Board has called for a report in regard to it, in order to see whether the 
order was as a matter of fact incorrect. 

(b) Yes. Statulory rules 2 to 6 framed under the Indian Income-tax 
Act (pages 65-67, Income-tax Manual, 4th edition). There are also some 
executive instructions in paragrapli 10 of the Instructions appended to the 
Incoino-tax Manual, a copy of w’hieh wull be found in the Library. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Substitution of Air Force Units kor Army Units in the Defence of 

THE Frontier. 

1071. *Mr. Arthur Moore: Will Government please say: 

(a) why the report of the Howell Committee on the possibility of 

substitution of Air Force units for Army units in the defence 
of the Frontier has not been published; 

(b) whether the findings of the Committee were unanimous ; and 

(c) whether it is proposed to give effect to them? 

Mr. O. M. Toung: (a) The Committee was appointed to consider the 
^liole question of frontier tribal control and defence in all its aspects, one 

* tPor answer to this question, answer to question No. 1067. 
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of which was the possibility of the extended use of the air arm. As regards 
the publication of its report, the attention of the Honourable Member ja 
invited to the reply given in the Assembly to starred question No. 2^ 
asked by Mr. S. C. Mitra on the loth September last. 

(b) The Committee s findings were unanimous on all the questions re- 
ferred to it. 

(c) The only definite recommendation for air substitution put forward 
by the Committee was the reduction of certain army unit on the assumption 
that a Heavy Transport Squtidron would be added to the strength of the 
Eoyal Air Jorce by 1933-34. Owing to financial circumstances it is not 
possible to proceed with the formation of a Heavy Transport Squadron at 
present. Some of the reductions recommended by the Committee have, 
however, been carried out, and others are still under consideration. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: If one of the arguments for the provision of the 
Heavy Transport Squadron was that it would lead to economy, may I ask 
why financial stringency should prevent the ordering of the Heavy* Trans- 
port Squadron? 

Hr. O. H. Young: The formation of a Transport Squadron would involve 
initial expenditure of certainly not less than half a crore, and its main- 
tenance may be taken roughly as equivalent to the maintenance of three 
Battalions of Indian Infantry. It is not until economies can be effected 
which would make good that expenditure that it would pay to proceed with 
the formation of a Heavy Transport Squadron. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Is it not a fact that the Howell Committee 
suggested a saving in expenditure on ground troops and an expansion of 
the Air Force on the Frontier as a measure of defence? 

Mr. O. M. Young : 1 have already givt;n the only definite recommenda- 
tion for air substitution in my answer. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Would not the recommendation of the Howell 
Committee, if given effect to, have resulted in a saving of expenditure on 
the Frontier defence? 

Mr. O. M. Young: It is a matter of opinion whether air substitution 
will result ir. an appreciable net saving. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: My question was if the re(!ommendation of 
the Howell Committee is given effect to, will it not result in a marked 
saving in the expenditure on the defence of the Frontier? 

Mr. O. M. Young: I must ask for notice of that question. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Is it not given in the first part of the question? 

(No ansvrer.) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Do the Government of India agree to th(? recom- 
mendation that the ground forces should be replaced gradually by air forces? 
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Mr. O. M. Young: I do not know to what recommendation my Honour- 
able friend is referring, but as was stated by the Foreign Secretary in reply 
to the question on the 15th September last, the report contains a good 
deal of information the publication of which is not in the public interest 
and so it has not been published. 

Mr. G>aya Prasad Singh: Do Government propose to publish it? 

Mr. O. M. Young: No, Sir. ' < ^ 

Abolition of tub Lowest Selection Grade Examination for the 

Post Office. 

1072. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that a departmental 
examination, called the Lowest Selection Grade Examination, was held in 
the Post OflBce in the years 1929 and 1930 according to the rules con- 
tained in Director Generars Special General Circulars No. 22, dated the 
I6th October, 1929, and No. 16, dated the 18th August, 1930, and in the 
Post and Telegraph Manual, Vol. IV? 

(6) Is it a fact that it was definitely stipulated in these rules that the 
fxaniiiiation would he held annually and that all promotions from the 
ordinary time-scale of pay to the Lo\\(*stt Sidi'ction Grade would he made 
only from the passed ofSciala? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Din^ctor General. Posts and Telegraphs, has 
since abolished this examination h\ his Special General Circular No. 46, 
dated the 3rd March, 1932? 

(d) If the reply to part {a) above be in the atVirinativc, will Government 
please state the reasons which actuated them to introduce the examina- 
tion? 

(c) If the reply to part (e) above he in the affirmative, will Government 
please give the reasons which have now led to the aV)olition of the examina- 
tion ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Sir H. N. Mitra the then Honourable Member in 
charge of the Industries and Labour Depai-tment, announced that the 
examination was necessary as a basis# for selection of officials for promotion 
to the lowest selection grade posts, and as a remedy for inefficiency and 
favouritism ? 

(g) If th(» reply to part (/) he in tlic aft'vmative, will Government please 
state the reasons whicli have led them to depart from their own prin- 
ciple and whothor the abolition of the examination is accompanied by some 
safeguards which will not again make room for the evil?# wliich it uas 
designed to combat? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a), {b) and (c). Ves. 

(d) and (r). The ironourahlt^ Member is ri-ferred to m\ n‘plies to the 
^^tipplemontarv questions asked by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmail in connection with 

S. 0. Mitra s starred cpiestion No. 792 in this House on the 14th 
March, 1932. 

(/) Government have not been able to trace an\ announcement of the 
^ind to which the Honourable Member refers. 

ig) Does not arise, but the point which the Honourable Member has 
in mind will not be overlooked. 
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Promotioxs to the Lowest Selection Grade in the Post Office. 

1073. *Mr, XJppi Saheb Bahadur: " (a) Are Government aware 

that while some of tlie officials who passed the Lowest Selec- 
tion Grade examination in the years 1929 and 1930 have already 
been coulirrned in the selection grade, others are officiating in the grade 
by virtue of the iniles framed by Government and many more are still 
in the waiting list in the Calcutta General Post Office ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, has 
laid down in his Circular No. 46, dated the 3rd March, 1982, that with 
effect from the 15th March, 1982, all promotions to the lowest selection 
grade will be made from amongst senior officials who have known capa- 
bilities and past good records irrespective of whether they have passed the 
selection grade examination or not? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to revert the passed officials who 
have long been officiating in the grade and bring in the officials who failed 
to pass or did not appear at the examination? 

(d) Is it the desire of Government that the passed officials who have 
not yet been confirmed in the lowest selection grade are to receive 
differential treatment from those w'ho have already been confirmed? 

(e) If the reply to part (r) be in the negative, will Government please 
state how they propose to safeguard the interests of the passed officials 
so long borne on the waiting Kst? 

(/) Are Government aware that the Postmaster General, ilengal aiul 
Assam, allowed a largo number of postn in tlu* st*lection grade to remain 
vacant, to the detriment of passed officials? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, except in the case of promotions to the posts of lnspecloi*s 
and Postal Divisional Head Clerks and of Accountants and Assistant 
Accountants in the Lowest Selection Grade. 

(c) Tae revised jirocediire will not affect the officiating arrangements 
made prior to its introduction. 

(d) As the passing of the examination was not the only condition for 
promotion and as seniority of passed officials for purposes of promotion was 
based on their seniority in the general gradation list, irrespt^ctive of the 
date of passing the examination, no question of differential treatment 
appears to arise. 

(e) It is considered that the interests of all concerned will be protected 
by the measures referred to in parts (6) and (c). 

(/) Yes, in view of possible retrenchment of such posts. 

Kxfendititre incurred in Conductino the Lowest Selection Guabk 
Examination in the Post Office. 

1074. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: Will Government please lay on the 
table a slatoiiKml showing the detailed expenditure they iiKMiiTi'd in 
ducting tlu' Lo\vest Seh-e.tion Grade Ex%nmin:ition in the y<*ars 1029-30.’ 

Mr. T, Ryan: The. information ha.s not laani compiled and the jirepara" 
t»on of ;i detaii^ d stateire*nt would involve an expenditun*, time and lahoiii> 
out of proportioij to the advantage to bo gained 
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Overtime Allowance paid for Sorting English Mail. 

1075. *Hr. TTppi Sabeb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that the sorting of 
the Inward English mail was hitherto done by staff on overtime allowance 
in Calcutta, Bombay, liangoon and other important stations? 

(b) Are Covemment aware that the Postmasster General, Bengal and 
Assam, has withdrawn overtime allowaneo from some of the ofTieials work- 
ing in connection with the sorting of English mail and also reduced the 
rate? 

(c) Have Government authoriserl (lie JN)stmaster General to do so? 

(d) If not, will Government please state the reasons why this was 
done? 

Mr. T, Ryan: With vour permission. Bir, I shall to deal with questions 
Nos. 1075, 1070 and 1077 together. 

Infonnation in respect of the various points is being cxdlected and w'ill 
be placed on the table of the House. 

Overtime Allowance paid for Sorting English Mail. 

11070. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Are Government aware that the 
Postmasters General, Bengal and Assam, has directed the J’residenev Post- 
master, Bengal, to select auxiliaries from some departments of the Calcutta 
General P(Jst OlViec and all non-flelivorv Town Sub-Olhces and to direct 
them to work on Sunday, in connection with the English mail without over- 
time allowance? 

(b) Is it a fact that the I)ire(!tor General, Posts and Telegraphs issued a 
Circular directing tin- olVicers of the Department to allow the staff as 
much relaxation as possible on Sunday, and Post Office Holidays? 

(c) If the roj)ly to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state reasons why the Post Master General has curtailed the concession 
hitherto enjoyed by them? 

Overtime Ali.owanck paid for Sorting English Mail. 

11077. *Mr. XJpld SahEb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please say whe- 
ther the Postmasters General of other Provinces have issued orders to 
draft auxiliaries from the Department and non-deliver>' Town Sub-offices 
and to cuiiipel them to work in the foreign mail .section on Sunday: without 
any overtime allowance? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state in detail the procedure adopted in those Provinces? 

Introdvction of Lower Division Clerkships in the Postal 

Department. 

1078. *Mr. TXppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that Government 

have accepted many recommeiulations of the I'osts an<l. Telegraphs Be- 
trcnchnient Committee and decided to introduce lower division clerkships 
in the Postal Department? 

(b) If so, will Govornmeni ]dease state whetlier orders liavo been issued 

to give effect to the scheme? 

_ • 

tFor annwor to this qiioslio?i, <^1* .inswor U \ No. 1075. 
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(«c) If the reply to part (6) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
say whether the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam, has given effect 
to the orders? If not, why not? 


Mr. T. Eyan: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, as circumstances pennit. 

(c) Government have no reason to suppose that their orders are not 
being carried out, but steps tire being taken to prevent any oversight. 


Retirement of Postal Officials of 55 years of age or 30 years’ Servioe. 

1079. *Mr« Vppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that the Finance 
Department of the Government of India has issued a notification that in 
order to give effect to the retrenchment proposals, officials who have com- 
pleted 55 years of age or 80 years* service will have to retire? 

(6) If so, will Goveriiiiient please say whetlu^r Director (lenc^ral, Posts 
and Telegraphs, will abide by these orders? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Postmaster General, Bengal and 
Assam, and the Pre^dency Postmaster, Calcutta have recently granted 
extensions of service to some officials? 

(d) Do Govemment propose to direct the Dirtador General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, to issue orders for retirement of officials, who are on extension 
of service or have completed 55 years of age or 80 y(*ars’ service and to 
fill up the resultant vacancies by lower division clerks? 

Hr. T. Ryan: (a) The orders referred to hy the Honourable Member 
do not contemplate the entire suspension of the ordinary’ rules regarding 
the retention of officials in service. 

(b) The Director General appreciates the expediency of abiding by 
orders issued to him. 

(c) No. 

(d) The matter is ro<*civing attention and suitable orders will be issued. 


Promotion of Postmen as Lower Division Clerks. 

1080. *Mr. TTppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Have Govemment decided to pro- 
mote some qualified postmen a.s lower division clerks? 

(b) Is it a fact that tlie Postmasters Geiieral of some Provinces have 
already issued orders for recruitment of lower division clerks from postmen? 

(c) If so, will Govermrient please state the reason why the Postmaster 
General. Bengal and As.sam, has not yet done so? 

(d) Do Government propose to issue orders to the Postmaster General, 
Bengal and Assam to do so now? 

Mr. T. Ryan: (a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d).' (lovcrnmcmi presume that their orders i\rr being c inied 
out, but as r have jnst stated, in reply to question No. 1078. st''ps 
being taken to guard against oversight. 
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Bent paid for the Bow Bazar Post Office. 

1081. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that the Bow Bazar 
Post Office (Calcutta) is located in a three-storied building? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Post Office has occupied only half the space 
of the building? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government are paying rent for the whole building? 

(5) If the reply to parts (a), (6) and (c) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state what amount has since been paid by them, 
by way of rent for the portion of the building lying vacant? 

Mr. T. Byan: (a) Yes. 

(6) No. The ground and first floors are leased by the post office. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Re-employment of Retrenched Officers. 

1082. ’^Pandit Satyendranath Sen: (a) Will Government please state 
whether in filling up the future vacancies m the respective grades of the 
different departments they intend to consider the claims of the officers who 
have been either discharged or made to retire with a nominal pension 
in pursuance of the present retrenchment policy? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the claims of 
Buch officers have priority over those of outsiders? If not, why not? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) is in the negative, will Government please 
state reasons? 

nie Honourable Sir Jamas Orerar: (a) So far as the establishments 
of the Government of India and its attached offices, who recruit through 
the Public Service Commission, arc concerned, the claims of permanent 
men who liave been retrenched and are considered suitable for rc-employ- 
inont will be considered. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Arrears of Pay of a Driver in a Mule Corps. 

1083. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that no technical difficulties 
put in the way of c.T-scpoys and followers of the Indian Anny while 
they claim their arrears of pay. allowances, gratuity, and nndisbursed 
credii, balances, etc., lying in tbeir units? 

(h) If so, is it a fact tliat a sum of Es. 564-11-0 belonging to a driver 
No. 431 of the 37th Mule Corps was kept- lying witli the unit as an un- 
«iRbui*scd credit balance for many years till 10th February. 1032. when it 
^‘*^8 sent through a special altornov, rfdc letter No. 1155 /1277-E., dated 
iBth February. 1932? 

, (o) Was no petition regarding this sum received from the aforesaid 
driver since his discharge ? 
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(d) Was not any attempt made by the officer in charge to send this 
sum to the aforesaid driver? 

(e) Was it difficult for the officer in charge to ascertain whether tho 
driver had left the old residence shown in his attestation papers ? 

(/) If not, how do Government make sure that the aforesaid driver was 
given all possible facilities or at least as much facility as they afford to 
the attorney to claim credit balances due to ex-sepoys and drivers? 

(g) Will Government please state the reasons for detaining such heavy 
sums of the poorly paid drivers and other ranks for many years, and to 
resort to indirect methods for disposing of the undisbursed credit balances? 

(h) What amount of undisbursed credit balances has thus been paid 
bv the officer in charge, I. A. S. C. Records, Dagshai, since tho publication 

.of A. I. (1.) A-16 of 1027? 

Hr. O. M. Young: I have called for the records of the case and a 
reply will be laid on the table in due course. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Time-barrtno of Disability Pension Claims. 

299. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer given on 12tli 
February, 1932, to starred question No. 289, parts (a) and (h), will (lovera- 
inent please state if their action in declaring disability pension claims as 
time-barred [vide A. I. (1.) 418 of oth May, l92o ainl H.-342 of 28th l)ec» !n 
ber, 192()j, was not in contravention of their early declaration contained in 
'‘Field Ser\dce Regulations** as were in force in the years 1910 to 1924? 

(6) Is it not against the practice recognised by the Ministry of Pensions 
for British casualties as contained in “The official History of the War” 
{Casualtiegi and medical statistics) issued by the Ministry of Pensions in 
1981, and in which under the heading “Comparative Analysis of War 
disablement** on page 310 it is stated: “Fiist, the conditions which did not 
appear in evidence as war disablement until after deinobili/alioii an* 
analyzed — in other words, the post-war emergence of war disablement. By 
^his means a broad indication is given of the extent to w^hich there was a 
^continuous unknown factor in the summation of the states responsibilities, 
due to delayed but acceptable claims for compensation for war disable- 
ment**? 

(c) Are not the disability pensions of Indian ranks chargeable to His 
Majesty *8 Exchequer? If so, w'hy should a fundamentally different treat- 
ment be announced by the Government of India for Indian disabled sepoys.-^ 

(d) Does not the responsibility of Government to initiate investigation 
in first claims to disability pensions recorded in their regif/ters as “disabled 
and invalided” extend to the Great War cx-soldiers as it docs to serving 
soldiers (vide Government reply to the question quoted above)? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The matter is being examined and a reply will bo 
given later. 
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Military Pension Claims. 

300. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the fact that the Ministry of Pensions have issued a “History of 
the Great War“, a “General History of Medical Services’*, and “Diseases 
of the War”, wherein tlie fact with regard to the faulty equipment of 
personnel and stores/, inexperience of the majority of diseases prevailing 
in different climates, and of the now diseases bom of war conditions have 
been oflieially recognised? 

(b) If so, will Government please state whether they have issued 
instructions to their medical boards to keep in mind the experience of the 
extraordinary conditions prevailing in the theatres of the Great War, as 
reflected in these official histories? 

(c) If not, are Government prepared to allow any licensed medical 
practitioner to 'appear before their medical boards, on behalf of disabled 
sepoyB, to represent the sepoys* interest? Are Government aware that 
this practice is in vogue in England in War Pension Appeal Tribimals? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The mattiT is being examined and a reply will be 
laid on the table in due course. 


Fnvkstk; AT ios OF Miiatary Pension (’laims. 

301. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the initiative to investi- 
gate claims to family pension of the Indian ranks dying in service overseas, 
in military hospitals, or on the way to their homes rests with Govern- 
ment, in view of the facts of the casualty not being known to the heirs 
of the deceased? 

(h) If so, will Government kindly refer to letter No. G./4/4116, dated 
29th January, 1032, of the Deputy Controller of Military Pensions rejecting 
a claim to family pension on the ground that the Government of India do 
not regard the death of the individual in question to be attributable to 
military service for the purpose of granting a family pension? 

(c) Wha*i is the purpose mentioned in that letter and what is the 
difference that Government recognise between ‘death attributable to mili- 
tary service’ and ‘death attributable to military service for the purposed of 

pensions’? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. hut the reason is not that the facte of 
the casualty are not known to the heirs of the deceased but that this 
procedure savins tiint! and assists the heir, who may be illiterate, a 
minor, or a female una(*qnninterl with regulations. The heir (or next-of- 
kin) is infornu'd of the easmilty ms soon as the regiiucntal depot receives 
the infonnation. 

(b) and (e) (first part). Tlu* phraseology used by the Government of 
India in the Army Department wlu*n intimating that a claim to a family 
pension has been nqeeted is as follows: 

“The fiovcTTutient of India liave decided that tin' eausc' of the death 

of cannot he viewed as attributable to military 

• service, for the ]uirpo<e of the grant of a family pension to 

his heir. *’ 
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This phraseology refers to pckragraph 249 of the Pension Begulations, 
which runs : 

“Family pensions and children’s allowances are admissible in cases 
where the cause of death attributable to military service.” 

(c) (second part-). No difference is intended. 

Military Pension Claims. 

302. Saxdar Sant Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to letter No. Pen./15/1315, dated 15th June, 1927, of the Controller 
of Military Pension Accounts, Southern and Western Commands, giving 
a ruling that no communication in respect of a military pensioner will be 
addressed to an attorney engaged by a pensioner? 

(6) Are Government aware that the OflBcer-in-charge Eecords, 2/113 
Infantry {vide his letter No. 2/118/2/1231, dated 19th September, 1927) 
and Adjutant, 3/9th Jat Regiment, Hongkong, {vide his letter No. A./24/1/ 
486,. dated 21st March, 1931), gave a ruling to the effect that petitions 
drafted or addressed by an agent of the pensioner will not be accepted 
though submitted imder the signature of the pensioner? 

(c) Will Government please state under what s^atutorv authority the 
ruling was given in the aforesaid letters? 

{d) If the answer to pait (a) be in the atVinnativc, what facilities are 
prerv^ided for the j)ensioners and their heirs when they happen to be illiterate 
and ignorant of the designation and location of the war unit in which they 
served? What consideration, if any, is given to the claimants in such 
cases against applying the fimc-limit ? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Inquiries are being made and a reply will be laid 
on the table in due course. 


.Military Pkn.sion (Claims. 

303. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government please state, if they do 
maintain Casualty Registers in their units for the casualties incurred in the 
Great War? If s<i. was it nut incumbent upon tiie ( '(jiniiiaiuhuits to 
submit their claims for compensations, in time? Are Govorninent awaro 
that the practice of taking the initiative by the Commandants, in respect 
of pensionary awards, in majority of cases, deluded the remaining person- 
nels in whose cases initiative was alike expected to be taken by 
Government, bnt the same not taken? 

(b) Do Government contemplato redressing ilio wrong so done hy 
allowing lull arrears of pensions? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The matter is being examined and a re{)ly will be 
laid on tVie table in due course. 

Military Pbnsion Claims. 

304. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that after putting in 15 years 

service, a js cnlifled to pension and also entitled to be released froni 

the vnilitarj^ servicii? If so, uhy should full pensions be forfeited and 
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disallowed on the ground that the cause of discharge cannot be traced? Is 
it not the practice to show the cause of discharge on one’s discharge 
certificate? 

(b) If not, is not the individual given the benefits of a regular dis- 
charge in such cases if the cause of discharge is not shown on account 
of the negligence of the officials? 

i : 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) First portion — Yes, if a state of war does not 
exist or is not impending. 

Second portion — The (lovernnunit of India arc not aware of any such 
case. 

Third portion — ^Yea. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Military Pension Cl.aims. 

305. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that an Indian officer after 
20 years service is entitled to an ordinary pension and also to be released 
from the military service? 

(b) Is it also a fact that a certain number of these officers were not 
so released and pensioned, and their term extended in the interest of the 
State? 

(c) Is it true that later on they w’erc dismissed, irrespective of the 
facts that they were mentioned in d(^spatches by the General Officers Com- 
manding, and irrespective of the fact that but for their retention in the 
interest of the State, they would have earned an ordinary pension, as .soon 
as they had i)Ut in 20 years’ service? 

(d) Do Government propose to look into such cases, and to arrange that 
tlieir ordinary pension earned by them be not affected bj their retention 
ordered in the interest of the State? 

b. ^ i 

Mr. O. k. Young: (a) He is eligible for pension and for release from 
ir.ilitary service, but nob necessarily entitled. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) 1 lun afraid I cannot reply to this question unless the Honourable 
Member gives me details of specific cases. 

(d) No. It is open to an ofiicer who feels that he is unjustly treated 
to submit a petition through the proper channel. This, when received, 
is cari'fully (ronsidcred by Government. 

1 

Military Pension CT..\ims. 

306. Sardar Sant Singh: An* (’nwernment aware tbat in cases where 
the title to a disability pension, family pension or deniobili' ation p^^asion is 
established after long eorrespondenci' of several years, the pract ce to grant 
pensions is from the date of thp sanction, which di'birs tlie claimant from 
any arrears at all? Is it not against the practice hitherto followed by the 
Army Department? What an' the reastais for ibis deviation from the 
established principles- and practice? 

Mr. O. M. Toung: The general practice is not ns described by the 
Honourable Member. The reniaimb'r of the question does not arise. 



DEATH OF MU. F. W. ALLISON. 


The Honourable Sir George Bainy (l^cador of the House) : Mr, 
President, the hand of death is again -heavy upon us. This morning, on 
arrival at the Assembly, I learnt with very deep sorrow of the death of 
one who was amongst us a few days ago, T mean Mr. Allison. The only 
iiew's we have on this subject is to be h)und iu the Tinirn of India, from 
w^hieh it appears that soon after setting sail from Bombay. I think on 
the 22i\d of this montli. Mr. Allison was seized with pneumonia and 
passed away on the 28th or 29lh. Mr. Allison had completed 80 years of 
service, and I believe was on his way to England with the intention of 
not returning to India, hut of finally retiring. The tragedy of it of 
course is he never reached the shores of his home but was removed by the 
hand of death during tho voyage. What that must mean to liis wife and 
daughter who were with him on the shij) is easy U) imagine. Mr. 
Allison was nomi?iated five times as a Member of the Assembly and twice 
acted as Chief (lovernmont Whip. His contribution to our debates were 
infrequent, hut he always spoke weightily and was always heard by the 
House with attention and respect. On the official Beni*h(‘S many of us 
feel we have lost a very close friend whom we shall miss deeply. But 

his duties as Chief Whip and his kindly personality brought him into 

touch with Members in every part of the House, and T do not for a. moment 
doubt that the regret is as deep and the sunpathy as sincere on Ihe 
non-official Benches as on the official Benches. I feel it difficult, Mr. 
President, to say all that 1 should like to say. and perhaps on these 

occasions few words are the best. But I am sure that \ou will be inter- 

preting rightly the wishes of the whole House if you will eommuuicat-e to 
the bereaved widow and daughter the expression of our diM‘p sympathy 
and sorrow. 

Mir. C. S. Banga Iyer (Kohilkund and Kurnaon Divisions: Non- 
Miiharnmadan Rural) : Sir, T rise to associate myself and my party with 
every word that the Honourable the Leader of the House has uttered. 
When I came to this House a few minutes ago, I learnt with a shock 
that Mr. Allison had passed taway. Who ctoiild have imagin(*d when he 
left us so hale to look at. that he would soon be remov(*d from the scene 
of his earthly activities? We, on this side of the House, always looked 
upon Mr. Allison as a irood friend of India, and as the Chief Whip of 
Government he always impressed us with his g(*nial good manners. Wo 
always felt in his company that wc were in the co!nt>anv of one who lovod 
India truly and sincerely. TTis armour was his honest fhonght and simple 
truth his utmost skill, and whrther in this Legislature or out in fhi‘ 
country he was animated l»y a true spirit of service. When T was in 
England in 1027. Mr. .Allison and [ went round tbe Mouse of (’(»mmoiis. 
and he was touchingly reminding me of tlie fact that India would, ero 
long, have a great Parliairumt of her own, and if in his ret ircnu'iit India 
should need his services, he would he v<*ry cheerful and glad to work in a 
self-governing India of the future. His love of India was di‘ep and gtaniine- 
He was one of MK>se men who alwav.s thought that his plact* was in tin's 
country, to w^hich he gave his very best and the best of us (^onld not 
ha\’e gi\en better. Sir, he was like the Hni)Py Warrior wdio compndiendod 
his tnist and to the same kept faithful with a singleness of aim. Bopp 
and genuine is our srrifd. for he was one of those great men who 
honestly, even* minute of his life in this country, served her in a 
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of service which cnn never die. Of men like Mr. Allison, it may be 
truly said : 

•‘Alike are life and death 
When life in death survives 
And the uninterrupted breath 
Inspires good many lives ” 

Sir, deep is oiir sorrow, and every one sitting behind me associates him- 
self with every word that the Honourable the Ijeader of the House has- 
uttered. We deeply sympathise with the bereaved family whose only 
consolation in their great calamity is that a larger family, — his friends, 
share their loss. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangil (Bombay (’ity: Non-Muharnmadnii Urban): I 
rise to associate myself and the Independent Party with the vote of 
condolence that has just been moved. It is very rare indeed in any 
Legislature that on two days running, we should have to move votes of 
condolence on the death of our Members. I was personally associated 
with Mr. Allison for a very long tiira*. He was, as you know, a Bombay 
Civilian. He, acted as I^egal Remembrancer of (Government with great 
Jistiiietion, for a number of years. He also act-od as a High Court Judge, 
and I can personally testify to tlio very valuable services he rendered to 
bis (fovernmont. He was for many years a Member of this Honourable 
House, and I understand he acted as the Chief Whip of (lovemrnent on 
more than one. occasion. We from Bombay feel the loss all the more, — if 
I may say so — having been associated with him for many years and 
liaving learnt to appreciate his value and his worth during our long con- 
nection. Hev died unde.r tragic circumstances; he died going home on the 
eve of rctiriMiuuit. And I am sure the wdiole House will condole with 
bis wife and daughter who were with him and whom we all knew so 
well in Delhi. 1 associate myself personally and my party \vith this 
vote of condolence to hi.s family. 

Mr. Muhammad Tamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir. it was a great shock to me when T learnt on entering this House today 
that Mr. Allison, who was dining and lunching with us only on the ‘20th 
of this month, has passed away so tragically. I knew Mr. Allison in the 
last Assembly when he aeted as t'hief Whip, and I can fully testify to 
tlic fact that his w'ord ean'ied great weight. Everybody who came in 
eonlact with ^^r. Allison had a great regard for him and had implicit faith 
in whatever he said. We all helit'ver that ho always meant what he 
i'Jiid, and in this wav he carried great weight with everybody. He w*as 
respected not only by the (Government supporters aiid (Government 
Members, hut also by tbe ()ppositi«m. and on many occasions in the last 
Assembly I found that Mr. .Allison’s personality was tlu* chief (nuise :>f 
getting many people to tln‘ sidi' of (Govermnent when be talked with them 
on important (piestituis. .Mr .Allison was, 1 believe, much resp.ected by 
tb(‘ Bnr Ass(K*iations of Bomba v. and tbe parties and addresses that were 
prescTited to him sliortly after bis term as n High Court »Hidge show the 
I'espect that the Bombav people and the Bombay Bar had for him. It 
a tragedy to lose a friend and one who was always a useful friend in 
fbe past. Sir, T associate mvself and mv party with the vote of condolence 
which has been moved and I fully sympathise with Mrs. Allismi and Mias 
Allisort, wdu) are pmbably having a very bad time on tlie boat without 
nny friends. 
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Mr. Arthu Moore ^Bengal : European) : Mr. President, we should liko 
to be identified with tnis motion, and our deepest sympathy goes out to 
Mr. Allison's wife and daughter. ' 


Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhtimmadan Rural) : Sir, I take 
part in tliis sorrow that the Assembly has to bear today on tlio sad death of 
Mr. Allison. He was a Member of the first rofonned Assembly, and 
since that time we have been great friends. Sir, Mr. Allison was a truo 
model of a member of the Indian Civil Service. He had a genial dis- 
position and temperament, and his death has left a great void. It is 
difficult to find a gentleman of such a high order. Ho was in tho. 
Bombay Civil Service, where from a Magistrate he rose to the Secretariat 
and by dint of his learning and knowledge of law, he was raised to thfi 
position of Legal Remembrancer to the (T^vemment of Bombay. I liad 
very often legal discussions with him or several points that cropped up 
in this Hous£» and I found him a great authority on these matters. 
was finally elevated to the High Court Bench in Bombay. Sir, we also 
mixed with him socially, and with his little daughter whom we miss 
today but who was a "familiar figure in this Assembly building and who 
used" to paint pictures hero. Sir, only yesterday w^e were mourning tlio 
*<leath of one of our old Members and it is very sad that within 24 hours 
we have to mourn the loss of another Member. Mr. President it is a 
great loss. In private talks I found that he wuis a pro-Indian reformor. 
He had good intentions and sympathised wdth India’s aspirations. If 
he had lived for a few' more years, he w'ould hav(‘ been a great acquisition 
for the future constitution of this eountr}\ I join with the Leader of tli.' 
House and the Leaders of other parties and associate myself with thoin 
in the feelings that they have expressed. It is only fitting that a Resolu- 
tion like the one moved by the Tjeader of the Ho»ise slio\ild go over yo\ir 
signature, Sir, to the members of the bereaved family — bis wife and 
daughter, and probably his son, who might be in ofdlege. With t}a‘se f»‘\v 
words, I support the Resolution moved by the Leader of the House. 


Mr. President: The Chair wishes to associate itself with all that has 
fallen from Honourable Members in lamenting the wad loss which ha.s 
been sustained by the passing aw'ay of Mr. Allison. It is tragic to contem- 
plate that Mr. Allison was here only a few' days ago, participating in |uil)lii‘ 
service for which thi.s Asi^cmbly is cHlIed into being. Mr. Allison was i 
Bombfiy Civilian and as su(di w'c have all come in din^ct contact willi liiui. 
We admired his charm of manner and his judicial lompi*rarncnt wliiih 
resulted in bis making many cdose friends from jimongst all tho'^t' 
whom he came into contact. It is indecfl a sad loss which has heta 
sustained, and the Chair w’ishes only to add that it will cornrniinicafc tlic 
unanimous feeling, in the House, of sorrow' and syrnpathv for the nieinhers 
of the bereaved family. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON. THE TABLE 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, T Is.v 
the table tla* information promi.sed in reply to starred question No. 725, 
and unstarred question No. 78. 
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Appointment op Sikhs in the Currency Office, Lahore. 


Starred Question No, 725. 

(а) Yes, except that the number of Hindus is now 56. 

(б) This is a matter of opinion. No specific profKrriions have been laid down 
,y Government for the various t‘ommunities. 

(f) Instructions for securing the appoinlrtient of members of minority communities 
lave been issued and no further orders are considered to ije necessary. 


Appointments in the Income-tax Department of Bih.\r and Orissa. 

Vnstarred Qiir.^tion No. 73. 

(a) The numbers are Inspector Accountants 11— Ministerial officers 26. 

{b) The ordinary rule is that AK.«»istaiit Commissioners are authorised to make 
dericwil .appointments in Income ta.v Offices, .-subjfv't to the general control of the Corn- 
nissioner of Income tax. The app^iimnient.** were advertised in the Indian A'fifion, 
:h6 Dtkal Di/zika and the T>k' 441 (iovernineiit Gavtitt^. 

(c) The number .applirants was as follows : — 



Hindus. 

Moslems, 

Christian^. 

Total. 

Inspector- Accountants . 

2:^3 

57 

8 

29S 

Clerks • • . . 

H30 

74 

6 

410 


(ri) 9 of the apf joint menus td In-pivtor Accountants were estinnited to last for 
a perioil of 15 nioi’.ths, ain| t>f tln's.^ two wt*re given to Moslems, the other two (which 
More e.\|vrted to last f<*r three months) wn-o given to Hindus. 

Of 10 clerical appointments resulting from the loweiiiig of the taxable limit, 
fillfd by the Asai.stant Connni«.*»ioner, K.incbi Kang^», one wa.‘4 given to a Moslem, and 
of 15 similar ap|Kiintiiient iii the l*atna Kaiige, 4 were given to Moslems. 

(f) These appoininients were re|>orted to the Com iiiis.'*i oner of Income-tax in due 
course and approved. 

(/) As the HoiionnUile Member i.s aware. the orders laid down by Government 
require that one-third of the vacancies should Ik* filled from minority commnniiies, but 
no pf'rcentage has been fixed for nnv particirar minority community. I have examined 
the figures and am sati.sfied that the orders have l>eeii observed, and that Muslims 
have oblainetl an adequate share of the appoint irents. 


election of MFiMBERS TO TTIF. CKNTTIAI. ADVISORY COUNCIL 

FOR RAILWAYS. 


Mr. President: Honourable Members will now proceed to elect six non- 
official Members to the Ontnil A(lvisor>- Council for Railways. There 
9 candidatcB whose names ar.'? printed on the ballot paper which will now 
••o suppli^ to Honourable Members in the order in w’hich I call them. 

(The Ballot waa then taken.) 



THE BENOAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) 

BILL — contd. 

Mr. President: Further consideratioK of the Bill to supplement the 
Bengal Criminal LaAv Amendment Act, 1930, reported by the Select 
Committee. 

Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Madras City : Non-Muham- 

Madan Urban) : Mr. President, if I take part in this debate, it is because I 
have still a lurking hope that the arguments advanced on any side of the 
House may have some bearing on decisions which the House may come to. 
(An Hononmble Member. “Then you have a moderate mentality?**) I 
support the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Sitaramaraju, which I 
believe is a- very moderate and a v<ty modest amoudnient, which is to add 
the proviso, “Provided however that the procedure laid down in the Act 
has been complied with *. It seems to mo that, imlesn the Government 
take an ahsoliitely unreasonable attitude, there can be no question that 
this amendment is a jusi^ifiablc amendment. There arc various powers 
given under the Criminal Pi*ocedure Code to the Local Governments and 
to otlicers of Ooveriiment. What method of chock do the Government pro- 
pose in order to see tliat the very procedure that has been prescribed by that 
Act is followed ? If they take away, by p^ection 4, the right which the 
accused has got to iiivokt* section 401 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
w’hat else is left to him in case any olficei* does not follow the mandatory 
provisions the Bengal Criminal Law Amendirient Act? It is required 

that no person shall be detained in custody under this section by an officer 
of Government for a period exceeding lo days, save under a special order 
of the Lo(.*al Government. Suppofdng a person is detained for a period 
' exceeding lo days and the Tiocal Government do not pass a special order 
imder that section, then wliat is to happen? Then again, in any case an 
officer cannot detain any person for a period exceeding *)ne month unless 
an order under section 2 is passed by the Local Government. Supposing 
the Local Government do not pass an order under paction 2 and the deten- 
tion continues, has the detained person no right at all? The amendment 
proposes only to deal with those particular methods* of procedure w'hich have 
been prescribed under tlie Act and which have been made mandatory by 
the provisions of the Act for the officers and the Local Governments to 
carry out. Again under fw'ction 2, in the firsft proviso, it is said that the 
Local Govemrnent, at Gk? end of one year fmm the date of nuaking the 
order, shall review its order and that it shall not remain in force for more 
than one year unless, upon review', tlio Local Govemrnent directs its conti- 
nuance. Suppose fonie Secretary or some official in the Government 
forgets to put up the file before the Homo Member of the Local Govern- 
ment, and that the rcviiwv contemplated by this yiroviso is not made, has 
the detained person no right at all in this matter? You are choking off 
all his rights, if by means of this section you deprive him of his fundamental 
right under section 491. The sriope of the amendment of my friend Mr. 
Raju is very much narrower. Pcriiaps there was something in what the 
Honourable the Home Member said yesterday, though, ho far as I 
concerned, I must confess I was not convinced, but even granting all the 
arguments thatHhe Honourable the Home Member advanced yesterday, I 
still venture to think that the ref4)ricted scope of the present amendment 
makes it absolutely clear that to this extent the right of the detained person 
should be assured to him by the Act. 
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I should like to address the Honourable the Home Member and the 
Treasury Benches and all those who sit on that side of the House on a 
wider issue than that covered by the present amendment. I want them 
to look at the amendment from the point of view from which some of us 
k)ok at this question. We have moved a series of amendments with refer- 
ence to this Criminal Procedure Bill. I admire the pertinacity with which 
Members on this side of the House, in spite of the most discouraging 
statementa that have been made by the Honourable the Home Member 
and the discouraging evidence all round of their capacity to carry these 
amendments, have still persisted. There is a moral behind that persist- 
ence, which I want thc^ Honourable the Home Member to realise. I 
want this Government to realise that they must have some amount of 
imagination with respect to these matters. Now, we are fighting the 
terrorist movement. Both sides of the House are agreed that this move- 
ment should be done away with as early as possible, and we were there- 
fore willing to allow the Bill tr> go before Sele(‘t Committee and to get 
it back from the Select Cominitte^e wiih such possible amendments as 
would ensure fair treatment to the detenus to liave this Bill passed into 
law. But then there is one conside.ation which T want the 

Treasury Benches to hear in mind. Tliero ouglit not to be the feeling in 
any section of the House, much less in the public mind, that any idea 
of vindictiveness lies bcdiind either the 'IVeasury Benches or the Govern- 
ment or any section of tin's House in its treatment of these detenus. 
Amendment, after .amendment, vvhieh sought to orivo some convenience or 
other to the detenus, has been opf)osed by the Government. This is the 
last amendment, and thfreforo T take this opportunity of putting forward 
what T may call not an appeal but a special claim for the consideration of 
the Honourable Members of this TFoiise. Tn this fight against terrorism, 
let us remem her that the class of peoph^ wlio have to be converted are not 
the terrorists, but the middle. men, the in(ai in the street, without whose co- 
operation it will he ahsohitely futile for any Gnvernn'.ent to expect this 
movement to die down. 

Mr. Pi-esidenl, it was my privilege within u few weeks back to be 
present in the Bengal Legislative Coimeil when a discussion on this identi- 
cal subj(*cl took placi*. I was indeed present wlien the new Act was 
passed there by tlie. Legislative Council,- the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act.- and in eoiiueetion with the terrorist movement, a 
Member of the Legislativi* Couinnl, ^Ir. Jitendrahil Bannerjce made a 
statement of the utmost significaiict* which T should like niy Honourable 
fritnid tlu* Honu* .Member lo realise I lie iinjilieal inns of. .Mr. Bannerje(» said 
that it is not siillieient that here and there, at a public meeting at one 
place, at a public gathering at another, at a Legislature in Bengal, or an 
Assembly at Delhi, a Bi'solulion shouhl ho passed eondemniiig the terrorist 
movement. What is required is that in the Bengal society the idea must 
go forward tliat this terrorist movement should he stamped out. In the 
houses, in the homos, in the clubs, in the family gatherings, talking to the 
children, — there it is that the campaign has to be carried on so that this 
terrorist movement may imt survive in Bengal. I ask my Honourable 
friend the Home Member, who evidently appreciates these sentiments, 
what he has done to eneourage those people who want to stamp out this 
terrorist movement. Your Acts, your Statutes, are absolutely imnotent 
unless you get public opinion behind yr)u. Seven years of the Bengal 
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Criminal Law Amendment Act, followed by 6ui amending -Act in the Legis- 
lative Assembly, certified or uncertified, has had very little effect on the 
movement. We now come to another stage, and I want rny Honourable 
friend the Home Member to realise wh^^t was behind this certification. 
Unless you get public opinion behind your laws, unless you are able to 
convince" public men that in the treatment of terrorist-s, while they do not 
in any way yield to their desire to stamp out terrorism, they are also not 
coerced into an attitude of unfairness towards tenx>rist8 — unless you do 
that, all your Acts will be of no avail. 

Take your own certified law of the other day. AVliat wonder if that 
law has failed to achieve its purpose? What is the public opinion behind 
a law’ which is certified, and which has not been passed by the willing 
acceptance of Meiiibera of this House, and if, today, this amending Bill 
comes before the House, and amendment after amendment is defeated by 
the Honourable the Home Member and the host behind him, what is the 
opinion of the public with reference to this amending Bill? Through the 
whispering galh^ries of the Eastern and Western Bengal, the word will 
go round that so far as these terrorists are concerned, it is not an attitude 
of fairness that tire (tovernment has taken up, but an attitude 
of vindictiveness, that the most reasonable amendments have boi*ii de- 
feated bv means of the Government whip and by the Government strength. 
What w'ill be tlv reaction? Where will be that opinion which you want, 
which must necessarily regiment inf your favour? If you want to fight this 
movement, you must not only get the public opinion by you at public 
gatherings like thest\ but in private circles, in family circles, in educational 
associations, in institutions all over the country. On the other hand, will 
not the reaction of that public opinion which fei^ls that every single thing 
that is suggested by h<»wevcr reastmablc* a Member, by whosoever a 
Member who is least ccnineeted and farthest removed from the terrorist, 
movement is ur)t supported, is not accepted by the Government — what will 
be the eJTect of that opinion? T want mv TTonourablo friends over ther.* 
to have a little imagination with respect t-o tliis cpiestion. They arc very 
practical meii; my Honourable frieml Sir James .C re rar has a reputation 
for practicality. But, Sir, there is something higher than practical wisdom; 
there is that capacity to imagine, there is that capacity of seeing things 
which are not apparent to one's nowe, and that is the capacity which I 
should like to invoke the Honourable Members of the Govemment to have, 
BO that t)»ey may reali.se the situation ns it presents itself to us on this side 
of the House. My Honourable friend sits up straight like a dart, gives 
his renly that Government are not able to accept the amendment. What- 
ever the amendment may bo. whatever the reasoning may be, his attitude 
is made up, the Government attitude is made up, and he comes forward 
and says, we are not prepared to accept it. I have been sitting for two 
days in this Legislative Assembly while this dreary process of passing the 
Bengal Criminnl Law Amendment Bill has been going on. T have been 
watching the Honourable the Home Member and the other Members on 
the Government Benches, and there is one oppres-sive feeling that has come’ 
uppermost, one song has been drumming in my ears, the song of that 
great Scotch poet. Oh, that thev had the pow'er to see themselves as others 
see them. T wish the Honourable Sir Tames Crerar sometimes could have 
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the irnaginaiiou to see himself as we see him. We are full of admiration 
for him. He fights every cause in the same way, often recalling to our 
minds Don Quixote that titled at the windmillls. (Laughter.) 1 ask hii>\, 
when he carries with his speech, and more with his steps, the light brigade 
behind him, whose is not to reason why, but whose is merely to march 
and vote in the Noes lobby against every amendment of the Opposition— 
when he marches to the Noes lobby and takes them with him, I ask him, 
is he serving the cause which he has dearest at heart, which the Govern- 
ment have most keenly at heart — the cause of trying to see that this terror- 
ist movement isf put down? This is an amendment, the >*eicction of which* 
can create only one feeling in this House, and one feeling in the country. 
Somehow or other, it will marshal sympathy with the terrorists, far from 
taking it away from them, and I venture bo say as a friend of the Govern- 
ment, as one who does not wish the terrorist movement to continue, as 
euc who abhors this movement, I ;»sk the Government even at this late 
stage to I'ljconsider their position, ^ly Honourable friend to my right the 
other day said that I was making vain appeals to the Government. I am 
not for that mendicant policy. Thti association of the party, the honour- 
able name wliich it bears must prccdiide hi any reasonable mind the idea 
that any one of us could he associat(‘d with a policy of mendicancy. But 
I have taktai the oath at that tahh‘ to do my duty to my King and to my 
country, and I believe in ilio; discharge of that duty it is for me to tell the 
Govoinnic?nt, even at this stage, tlnit they are bungling, that they are 
making mistakt' after mistake, they arc alienating the sympathies of the 
host, the most m<Mlorato, and some at least of the wisest in the land by 
their atfitude. Tliev have got their regimented majority. Are they going 
tc use it willy-nilly, in eveiv case, whatever the argument may be, w’hat- 
cver tile strength of our (M<e may he, whatever the weakness of their 
flofcnee may he? 'l‘hat wa\ lies ruin. That way lies shattered kingdoms 
rMiil shatfcretl goNenunruls; ind T <nv c*ven at tliis late stage that it i .9 
u\i to luy I roiiourahh* friend to naliso that tlicre will be nothing but 
;i feeling of hopelessness if every :imendment in connection with this Bill 
!s defeat '.'d. Then what will liappen? Listead ('»f getting one single 
Memhi-r on this side of the House to bless the Bill on the third reading 
nnd say that we have taloui our eourage and put on the statute «:ome Bill 
whicli will have a deterrent otTect. you will have Member after i\romber 
getting up and saying that ?>ir James Crenar has given a parting kick, which 
is a hitler legacy to this eonntrv. and T shudder to think of the eonse-‘quen- 
ros on that movement which you and T and all of us on tliis side are 
‘Mixious to clinch so far as Bengal any other part of this country is 
coneornod. 


I am not making a speech nirreiy for the sake of making it. I feel 
<'Onvitj(.,>({ th.it the ( lovcrunu'iu aic wrong. Kven the little amendments 
'vhifh have hc'eu niovfd- ]i;t\c in this Bill a clause to the effect that 
C(‘rt;\.in amoimi of rise >houhl be given to tlu' Ih ngal detenus — my 
fhaiourable frieiul uses all the gnat strength of Uu' lhane Member of 
Ibt. (Joverniuent to defeaf- that aiueuduicut. We wanted to have a small 
(’oiuuiiltce to he aufiointed so that- he and h s suceessor may bo 
a lietfcv position to vimlicate their activities at Deoli or in any other 
\fy Honourable friend uses the great, majorily that, he has to veto 
Jt- And surprise of svirpriM'S, IMr. President, 1 can attribute it to nothing 
hut want of ima^rinatioii whim the hordes behind eheorod my Honourable 
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friend for tlio Pyrrhic victory that he ljus won in defeating these amend- 
ments. 

Let me liirn for a nionient to the sole representative of tlio most 
powerful party in the Legislative Assembly who sits in his place, m\ 
Honourable friend Mr. Arthur Moore. His gallant band is not behind him 
to-day, but 1 am certain that when the division bell rings they will come 
trooping in. not one single soul missing. I want to address a few w'ords 
to my Honourabli* friend, Mr. Mchwc, the statesman that he is; 1 want to 
tell him that the patli of statesmanship lies in getting through a Bill a 
little moditied here, a little wliitlled down there, but getting it through, 
nevertheless with (lie constuil of tlu non-oftieial Members (^f the Assembly 
and not against them. Will ho ho prepared to advis*' this fTOvernnient? 
I am appealing to him and not fo the riovernnient. ht'cause 1 know he 
and his eoininuiiit\ carry greater weight in this topsyturvy world with 
the Government and the Tr(»asur\ Btmehes Mian any of us can, and T want 
him to realise tlie fact of carrying tlirough tliese ni(*asuros by the dead 
Aveight of idhcial and other kinds of majority and not allowing u.s to feel 
that our conscientious efforts in trying to improve the Bill, not in favour 
of the terrorist but in favour of tliat largo mass of people, fair-minded 
middlemen who liold no brief for the terrorists at all, but who feel that 
justice and ('(piity must he done, have been acce|)tod. T .ask him wludher 
on their behalf lie would not join wifh us on this one single O(»casion, and 
I can assure him that lie will not reptmt it. Wlawia takes that arivice. 
whether it is tie* Govt*rnmenf or the Bnroiiean Group, w»' feel that we 
must do our duty hy the Ci<»vernmont and not b\ tlu* ttarorlst, by tlu* 
middlemen and not liy the terna-ists, and try to sei* that, this ammdnienl 
is accepted hy the House, or know the reason w hy the Government will 
not accept it. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirlmt Division; Mnhammadaii) ; 
I feel that T .'should not vote on this ameiulnn-nt silently, as I havt' duiu*. 
on other it^ans. riiis is a provision whi(di T MnnK is on]\ ]»are jiisti<‘c 
to the poople eoneernc'd. It do<-^ not ask an\ tiling rnorr tlian tliat tlu- 
procedure' l:i:d down in tin* .Vet slionid be eompli<‘<l with othe?‘wis<‘ tluai^ 
should hf a legal ri’inedy, I hop»* tliat tlu* Home .\leml)t*r will see thy 
reasonableru'ss <»f the amendment and aec-i'pt it without going to a divi- 
sion. I am not sr> elocpient as my friend Mr. Mudaliar is hut 1 assoeiati' 
myself with e\ei*y word that h«’ lias iittt?red in tavour of the amendnu'ut. 
With these wonls [ w holeheart^-dly supp<jrt the amendment of my frit‘nd 
Mr. Sitaramaraju. 

Hr. T. N. Ramakrishna Beddi (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muliainiiiadaii U.imll : Sir, ntv HonouraWlo friotul Mr. Miulaliar hy 
strongly 'appealed to the sense of reiisonahlemss and imagination of tiie 
Home Member, so that he may accept this amendment. I supi>ort tins 
iimendmeiit from another point of ■vie\y, that is from the legal aspci't P 
this question. . ft is a fmulann-ntal principle of legislation that eV-’O 
enactment should !)<■ clear, distinct, nnamhignous and uncqui\oca • 
that is aecepted, I rcqia'st the TFome Meinher to apjily that fi 3 ? 

the cnuctmont of this clunsc, oiz., claiisi* 4 and' see if it satisfies ' 1 
principle. There has been so much ambiguity with regard to the ten 
and purport of this particular section. The Honourable the Haw Mem e 
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stated that nothing new was being enacted and that he was only follow- 
ing what had already been laid down in sub-section (3) of section 491 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. There the power of the High Court 
has been taken away in connection with certain regulations. He said 
that “Nothing in this section applies to persons detained under the Bengal 
State Prisoners llegulation” and various other regulations and he goes on 
to say that in those cases it is not the High Court which has got the 
discretion, but it is the (jovornnient who have got the discretion. Then 
he says that the discretion in all these cases must vest with the executive 
Government and not witli the judiciary. As he said yesterday, they want 
to substitute executive discretion lor juflicial diserotion, and he further 
\vent oil to ask whether that disen tion was any niorc* serious than the dis- 
erction to detain a man indefinitely without trial. “If you can swallow 
detention without trial, you must also swallow this.“ It is clear from 
the point of view of th(» Law Mtauber that thire should be no discretion 
lefc to the High Court with regard to any detenus under the Bengal 
(Jriminal Jjaw AmeiKhnent Act. Tlic* will of the executive must be 
supreme, and no High Couit, eitlua* in India or elsewhere, should interfere. 
In* a word tlu?y want to substitute extaaitive discretion for judicial discre- 
tion. If the Law Mi»mi>er had said that, there would have been no 
ambiguity at all ai\»l the amendiiu ul ot ^Ir. llaju would have been unne- 
cessary. But, jilt»‘r saving thi^ a> member of the Government, his legal 
instinct gets the belter of him and then he quotes with apju’oval the opinion 
of anotlua* caiiinent jurist, tlu? Advocate CuauTal of Madras, and says that 
jii casi's whei’e the detenti<»u illegal, the High (’ourt has power to 
intorlen', and ulnae Hit* deteaittai is legal, tlu* High ('(nut lias no power 
to interfere. He said that tlu' .\»lvocali‘ (icnerai (h^als with a ]>orsoii who 
is h'gally in custod\, that is, i-, detained in strict ol)servan(‘e of the law. 
It inay he good law, had law or indi1Ieri*nt law. We are not caaicerncd 
with it. II(‘ is lawfully in custody, ancl section 49! would not (*ome in. 
In that ease the High Court's |)<»wir is takcai awav . Then he savs that 
what tlu* Advocatt* Gnieral s;i\< is this, that if tlu* detention is illegal, 
the High Court has jiirisdiid ion l.nt if it is legal, m‘ve»* mind, whether that 
legality has hei*n ^.niu-t ioued h\ an ohiioxious law, t*ven so. tlu* power of 
tht^ Hie:h Court is gone. 'Thfu he tpiott's the o])inioii of tlie Advocate 
General and savs lliat if the detention is illegal, it divs not accord with 
tile provisions . of tliis Criminal l.avv Amendnu*nt Act, however oluioxious 
that law is. and the High C(»urt lias povvtu* to interfere. Then in reply 
to an interjection by Sir Ahdur Uahim, the Law Meinht r said that if the 
detontioii is illegal, the High (\uut ean intt*rfere This we eonsi(h‘r his con- 
sidered opinion. He has voici-d tvvr opinions with regard to the seope of 
thig section. The first time in* said it is pure unalloyed e.\ 0 (*utive dis- 
cretion and that the High Courts have nothing to do with it and then 
he comes bm*k to another opinion and says that if there is illegal deten- 
tion, the High (V)urts c*an interfere. 1 am drawing attention to this 
ambiguity. It is to remove this ambiguity that this amendment has been 
proposed. This amendrnoni simply says, “Provided however that the 
procedure laid down iu the -\et has been i*omplied with '. It does not 
want to take aw.av section 4 altogether. It wants to add only this proviso 
to make the scope of (he section much elean*r and uiiamhiguous. 


Sir, in this connection 1 have to state that the Honourable the Law 
TVf ember has left the House with the impression that the Honourable the 
Advocate General, IVfadnis, has statiHl in the opinion given by him that the 



. LEOI8LATXVB . ASSEMBLY. 


2678 


[ 80 th mab. ma 


[Mr. T. N. Raniakrishna Reddi.] 

High Court has power to interfere in all illegal cases of detention. I say 
that is not so. That is not what the learned Advocate General has stated. 
What he says is this: 


‘Tf the conditions of the statute are satisfied, the detention is lawful and the High 
Court will not exercise the jurisdiction under section 491 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. If on the other hand the detention is unlawful because the conditions of the 
statute have not been complied with or the order has not been passed, say, by the 
proper authority, there is no reason why the subject should be deprived of his iem«*dy 
under section 491 and the principle obtaining in every part of the British empire, vis,, 
that a person has a right to be pi'otected from illegal imprisonment should be departed 
from in this country ** ' 


Mr. President: Doeg the Honourable Member think that the House 
has not already sutfieiontly heard the AdvoiTate General’s opinion which 
has been frequently quoted? 


Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: I am only quoting it, Sir, to show . . . 

e 

Mr. President: It has been quoted repeatedly before the House. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: I just want to show that the Advocate 
General has on the other hand stated that this power is taken away by 
the enactment of clause 4. AVhv should it be taken away in this country 
while it remains in all other parts of the British Empire? Thc^t is the 
gist of the opinion of the Advocate General. 

Mr. President: The House has decid(‘d to r(*tain clause 4 and has 
rejected the amendment to omit it. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: I <|uot(^<l tlu* c)pini()n to show, Sir, that 
it was not ex.*u-tl\ wliat ihc Honourable the I^aw Member had stated it 
to be, and to .sli'»v.’ that th» re is so much ainbimiity existing with tt'gard 
to this section. T«'> (dt'ar up tlii.s ambiguity 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Piajshahi Division: Muhammadan Bural) : You are 
putting the liorse behind tlie cart. 

Mr. President (tu Mr. T. X. Bamakrislma ItiMldi) : Plea.so go on. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: Sir, if it is the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to clear up the ambiguity and retain tlie power to the High 
Courts to interfere in cases of illegal detention, then there is absolutely 
no reason why the Government sliould not accept this amendment. On 
these grounds, Sir, T suppoH this amendment. 

An Honourable Member: I njove tliat the question be now put. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Miihiimmadan Urban): Mr. 
President, I wi.sh to .say very few words on this occasion because in the 
previous debate I made the position of this part of the Ifouso quite dear. 
Sir, as ha.-^ been pointed out by my PToriourablo friend, Diwan Bahadur 
Miidaliar. tlie amiaidinent now before tlui House is really a very modest 
one; and it iv nut only modest, but T venture to lliink it is extremely 
rea.sonablc. .ual a ^a’eat deal depe.rids on the altitude of (lovornnieut 
towards tins ain»!ndrnf;nt as to whether Honourable Members on this side 
of the Hous<'' will support the third reading of the Bill or not. Sir,' we 
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nade our position absolutely clear from the very beginning as regards the 
Supplemental^ Bill. We expressed, time after time, our detestation of 
lerrorist crimes, and we gave every support to the Honourable the Home 
Member, as representing the Government of India in this House in order 

0 pass any reasonable measure by which this terrorist movement could 
)e suppressed. I do not know whether the Honourable the Home Mem- 
)er or any of his colleagues in the Government have any sort of doubt 
js to the bona fides of this part of the House in this matter. Sir, we 
ire not all irresponsible people. Wo also here have men who have held res*. 
X)n 8 ible positions in public life, and we can understand also the drift of any 
ncasure — what will be the effect of such a measure on the country. I do 
lot think Government can claim that they are always in the right and 
ihat we are always in the wrong, and yet is not that the attitude that 
ihey have taken up on this occasion? Can it really be said that whatever 
;he Government do or say is right, and that anything coming from this 
side is absolutely wrong or to be suspected? As has been pointed out, 
rcvcral amendments of a very very modest character indeed have been 
moved. We wanted for instance that in the Act provision should be made 
for making rules in order to ensure fair and reasonable treatment of the 
letenus. That was rejected. The Home Member would not accept it. 
Then we also moved that the Government ought to appoint some Members 

01 this Asse?nhlv as visitors of this defontion camp or prison or w'hatever 
it may be called. Even that was not accepted. Now could not the 
Government appoint any two or tliree Members from among so many 
Members of this House who could be trusted to go and visit these detenus 
in their places of detention and report to Government what they actually 
found? That also. Sir, w?vs rejected. 

Now look at the importance of this present amendment. It is a 
mrdest aTnendmenf but a very important amendment. ^ I nlcss Gov- 
ernment want th.at P'J4.>ple sliould he detained and imprisoned for an 
indefinite period, not only without trial but without Government having 
conformed to ariv of th(' provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Aet, our amendment should he accepted. Otherwise it really comes 
to this; yon authorise officers of the Local Government, eairying out the 
orders of the Local Government, to do whatever they like with any person 
they please and arrest him and detain him. Is flnit really tlie intention 
of the Government of India, or of the authors of tlu' Aet.^ Surely that 
cannot he the intention. Sir, there is a very great difference between 
the High Court reviewing the. merits of a ease, and the High Court seeing 
that the provisions of the Aet, the procedure, laid down in the Act. have 
been carried out. There is no need to tell the Honourable the Home 
Member that there is a vast difference. We do not say, — at any rate 
that is not the scope of the ameudmiait — that the High Court should be 
fluthorised to judge every ease oil its merits, that is to say whether there 
is sufficient evidence or not to jusiifv a particular detention. That is not 
fbe scope of the amendment. All that the amendment seeks is that the 
Hi?h Courts should he in a. position to see. tliat the procedure 
laid down in the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act was conformed 
to before anv action has been taken. Ollierw ise. Sir. you are now 
leaving an absolutely free, hnml to tin' executive authorities to do with 
person whom they suspect of being eoneorued in any terrorist 
Movement whatever they like. Surely that is not what is wanted; and 
^0 really are not in any way trying to weaken the effect of the enactment. 
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’All that we do is this; we say, in selecting your men for detention or 
imprisonment, follow the provisions laid down by the Acf. That is all 
:that we are asking for. I do not know what the Honourable Member 
in charge of this Bill will say, wh(5ther he is prepared to accept this 
amendment or not. But 1 would appeal to him and I would repeat the 
appeal that has been made by Diwan Bahadur Kamaswami Mudaliar, 
that tlu.* Government by their attitude ought to convince the general 
public that they are not' unreasonable and that they mean only to strike 
at the terrorists, or rather men whom they suspect to be terrorists, 
according to their own enaetmont and according ,to the provisions of 
tbeir own law. We want the Government of India to convince the public 
that they have no ulterior motive behind this Bill. Surely, the Govern- 
ment ought to have no difliculty in giving us an assurance by acce])ting 
this amendment that their only object is that certain suspected persons 
should be detained according to the requirements of the Statute and nothing 
mere. If they are not in a position even to give us that assurance by 
accepting an amendment of this sort, then we arc put in a very false 
position. 

Sir, yesterday the Honourable the Home Member said that, this House 
had allowed the Bill to go to the Select Committee; therefore, tlic House 
has accepted the principle of the Bill. But it only means that the execu- 
tive authority can arn^st and detain a pt*rsori at their discretion as long 
as they (*ontbrm to the i)rovisions of the Jiengal Criminal .Law' Amend- 
ment Act. But, lie argues that the House is not at lil)(a*ty now to 
question any ol: the (dauses of tla^ Bill. Tlint, I submit, is neither a 
logical nor a iTasonable attitude to take up. Tliis House, 1)\ allowing the 
Bill to gr) to the S(*]e(‘t ('oiiimittee, made it clt'fir,— at any rate, \vi‘, thft 
Members on tlii.s side of the* House, made it absolutely clear, -tliat, if 
certain jiroixisals of ours were not accepted, we should be at liberty to 
thix)w’ out the Bill altogether if we could. 

Now, Sir, aiiotlier point was made by the Jbaiourable the ibniu- Miia- 
ber, namely, that tlie majorit\ of the Select (’ommiilee reported in iavniir 
of the Hill. Hut we havi heard from the Gliairinan tlm Select (Com- 
mittee, Sir Hari Siugh (lour, that hi’ did not m»*an hy not appending a 
dissenting note that then! were no ju’ovi^ions in the Hill whicJi (x)ii!d bo 
amended. He iinah* it clear to us that he hdt, rightly or wrongly, that 
as a Ghairinan lu* \n as nm//led. He could not speak out nor could he write 
a dissenting inirmtr. Mv friiiid, Mr. Sit-aramaraju did ap]>e,u(l a disstait- 
ing minute as regards this clause. Therefore, so far as we are eonccnicd, 
our position is perfectly coiisisltmt in pressing tliis amendment for the 
acceptance of the Government and if w'o fail in that, we shall he at liberty 
to recoiisidi;r the whole position towards the Bill. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcntla: Non-Muhammadan I’rbaii): Sir, I will just 
add a f»*vv words to shr)W why I e,on.Hder this amendnuuit to he very rioeos- 
.sary. St Abdur Jhibim has pointed out, it is a viTv simjjh' amend- 
ment and it dot s not ask for much. It merely naniires that the ])rocedure 
laid down in the Act shall her followed. Sir, jiy its vote the Rouse yester- 
day did enthronf; “executive judgnieiit supplanting “judicial judgment 
as the TaMW Member put it. Are we now* to understand that executive 
action is not \o conform even to the provisions of law'? If th’s amendmen 
is not accepted by the Home Mc;mi)er, it will mean that the Grovemmen 
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with their eyes open will sanction deliberate non-compliance with the pro- 
visions of this Act on the pai-t of their olhcers. Are they prepared to accept 
that position? No douV)t the Honourable the Law Member pointed out 
that in liis opinion recourse to tlie High Court is always open, if the deten- 
tion or tlie arrest is not in accordance with this Act. If that be so, there 
]S no harm in acccipting the ainendrncni. If, on the other hand, my friend 
tlie Home Member is not prepared to share 8ir Brojendra’s opinion, then 
it means that he will knowingly sanction, an illegal act. 8ir, what is the 
effect of that? Section 41)1 is sns))eiHh‘d, which means that an aggrieved 
person cannot apply to the High ('ouri even for the purpose of showing 
that the arrest was illegal. 'I’liat would not, however, automatically make 
an illegal act legal ; merely because th(‘ right to question the legality of an 
action is taken away, it dijcs not follow ipfio facto that the act becomes a 
legal act. IF tlui act is illegal in tla^ scnsii that: it is not in conformity 

with tbe provisir)ns of the Act, I think there ought to be left some remedy 

to the aggrie-ved person, even if he cannot apply under section 491, either 
to sui' Iluj person wlio mak('s tlu‘ arrest rjr to prosecute liim in a criminal 
court. If it could he said that such remed\ was o])eu to the party, I should 
not mind the Home Member opposing this amendment. Unfortunately, 
fSir, if you look at section 14 of the Bengal Act, you will find therein 
provided “that no suit, j)rns(*cu1 on or ^ ^'her legal ]>rc)ceeding shall lie 
iigainst any pia'soii for any act whicli is in good faith done or intended to 
he doiH* undtu* the Act’*. Mark the words “intended to he done *. Ho, 
tliat pr()tc(M.s an f)nica*r not nunvls inan anvtliiuir wh'eh is dc.aie, but which 
is intended t<» 1m* done, 'riie word;- aiv verv widt . if these words W'ere 
not there, and i^ it was t)pen to any lairty lo ]>roeeed against any person 
who makes the arrest on the irniund that the arrest illegal, .1 should not, 

as I liavi said, hisisi on this ])rnvi^o. Then, Sir. if you will look at the 

terms of elau’^e *1, ,\ou will line! tin Following wrn’ds ; 

"T ho puwcMs t'oiiForred hy .sort inn 491 of tho Codo of (’rimiiial Pr*x:edijrt*. 189S, shall 
not be oxorci.^od in rospoct of any jtorson ario^ted committed to or »{etainod in ( ustody 
uiidtr (he locd Act.'" 

It doos nol U'-e lilt' Words. ‘ ‘p^^rpnit ing to he arrested, committed <n' delaiu- 
(•(1'. C’laiise I ii.xrlf, lh« ii ho-e. Cv »nleinplates that the arrest or eonimittal 
t)r detention must In* a legal arrest, a legal eomniitt.al or a letial detention. 

It that be so, uhei\ then is the objection to aoi-epling tlie amendment of 
Mr. Sitaraiiiaraju ? But as I said, the more iinpoi’lanl thing is that, 
havdig regard lo section 14 of tiu* lUngal Criminal Taiw Amendment Act. 
which gives a (foinplete indeninit\ nol merely in respect of acts done under 
the Act, hut in ri*speet of acts intended to be dime under the Act, a safe- 
guard l‘ke this is very neeessar\ . 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Mi*mher) : Mr. President, I 
n.\ust confess to a certain souse ot gr'evanee and injustice that before 
Honourable Mt*inbers opposite hi*ard what I had to say on this amendment, 
ibey an* pt-epared to charge me in advance with an attitude of complete 
unn'asonahleness. In that charge it was further allegi*d against me that 
I had shown complete unreasonableness beiumse 1 haw* untoriuuately felt 
luyself called upon to oppose two or throe of their amendments which have 
^ready been disposed of hy the House. But 1 wmild ask Honourable 
Members to recall that T did on each occasion give what 1, at lUiy rate, 
thought to be very good reasons why I could not accept those ainendmenta. 
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[^Sir James Cr^ar.] 

With regtml to the general appeal of Sir Abdur llahim and the weighty and 
eloquent admonitions which have fallen particularly from Mr. Mudaliar — 
with regard to these general observations, in respect of a good deal of the 
contents of which I myself am in considerable agreement, I shall have to 
say a word or two before I conclude. I wish to deal, in the first instance, 
with the difficulties, the very serious difficulties of law and of practice, by 
which I find myself confronted in this, as it has been represented, quite 
rrivial and innocuous amendment. In the first instance, though I do not 
wish to press this point, I must nevertheless recall that the amendment 
presents a preliminary difficulty because it does not specify to what paiii- 
culfiir Act the proviso is intended to refer. , 

Mr. B. Sitaramara|u (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-iMiihammadan 
Eural): It is the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: That 1 understand is the intention 
of the Honourable Member. By the Act, lie means the local Act. Very 
well, I will pursue niv argument a little further. The amendment proceeds 
on the assumption that it is possible to draw a perfectly clear and delinite 
line between matters of procedure and matters which are matters of sub- 
stance or of merits. That, Sir, is where my diilicultv (M)mcs in. 

Sir Abdur Ballim: That is clone every day in the High Court. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I wish to em[)hasise this point more 
particularly with reference to the argument which fell from my lh)nour 
jfhle and learned friend, Sir .Abdur Kahim. I undf'rstofxl liim to say that 
he regarded the purf) 0 ^e of thi.s amendment not t('» he to give the Higli 
Court the puwcv of intrrvening ou the merits ))iit meielv to st'ciire that 
the procedure taiacted by ilu* Act is duly and legally follow »•(!. N«wv, it is 
precisely on that point that my difficulty arises. In so far as llie operation 
05 section 2 of tht‘ local Act is eon<Mn*nt'd, the ])osilion a]>pi^ars to hr fairly 
clear, that is to say, that if an order is passed by tin* Lcxatl (lovcrnnient 
under section 2 and if tlie eoailents of and directions in the order arc in 
accordance with thf3 prescriptions of the Act. then I take it that no High 
Gourt would think of going behind the order. That, at any rate, is rny 
cwn vi€3W. But the position w'ith regard to section 4 is diffident. Section 
4 provides that any officer of (Jovernmont authoris(‘d in this behalf nuiy 
arrest without warrant any person against w'hom a reasonable susi)icion 
exists. That section differs very Tnatorially from section 2, because whei'cas 
?r section 2 when the r[un.stion of opinion ar ses, it is expnvssJy provided 
that that sliall be the opinion of Local Government. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: ^I'lna-e must be an order in writing. 

I 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I am on the point of opinion. Sec- 

t on 2 pn srvih^'s that where the quia/ ion of opinion arises, it is the opinion 
of the ]x>c;d rmnent. In section 4 there is not the same analogous 

provision, that it must b<; the opinion of the authorised officia’ that a 
reasonable suspicion exists. No, th »3 question of reasonable suspicion 
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jjot BO qualified; Therefore, iwcording to toy View of the case, the ques- 
tion of the existence of a reasonable suspicion is inextricably bound up 
,,vith the question of the further action which the Officer takes* in pursuance 
of his view with regard to reasonable suspicion. That is to say, the reason- 
iibleness of the information upon which he holds a suspicion and on which 
he proposes to take action. Now, Sir, that being so, and if rny view 
of the section is correct, it will be possible for a person, who has been 
arrested and detained under section 4, to apply for a writ under section 491, 
Criminal Proceduni Code, and if the Court took the \'iew which I am told 
may very well be taken on the grounds which I have mentioned, then the 
whole question of the merits would definitely come into question. It would 
be possible — this is the vi(*w which I desire to press upon Honourable 
Members — it would bci possible if that view' is correct, that when a ques- 
tion of proccduie under this particular section 4 is in debate, the Court 
may reqiiin* the Oflicer to satisfy it that there was reasonable suspicion 
based upon information and evidence. Consequently the whole of the 
practical difficulties which are involved in the habeas corpus jurisdiction 
m respect of this Act would arise*, and not only that. I have already had 
occasion to point out to the House that action under section 4 is one of 
the most important of the i)owers contained in the local Apt. I gave 
reasons to show that tli:s provision, section 4, had on frequent occasions 
icd to the. rapid and prompt arrest c>f the persons concerned, that the 
police and the executivt' (iovornment of Bengal had recourse to the aid 
of the provisions of this s(*ction in order to prevent the commission of 
ton-orist outrsvges. That is a very serious danger of which 1 have to w'arn 
the House, and I think the House will allow, that in impressing that point 
ci vit'w on the Houk', I am not aiding from an unreasonable motive of 
more ol)stinatt‘ resistance to every sensible and modest proposal which is 
made. I have tlie very gravest apprehension with regard to this matter. 
Vurtlua- I should like to point out this, the clause of the Act as it stands 
i?, of oourso, precisely parallel to sub-section 3 of section 491, Cr’mined 
Procedure Code. It is intended to operate in precisely the same way but 
in respect of a (iitTerent category of eases. Now, there is no such proviso 
as that proposed in tliis amimdineiit attached to section 491. If, therefore, 
the corresponding and parallel provision in this present Bill does contain 
that provis^\ 1 submit that tlie normal canons of interpretation suggest 
that it imports something new, something material and something 
substantial. 

I 

I hope, Sir, I have .said enough to convince Honourable Members 
opposite that my attitude in this imuter is not unreasonable, but I am 
coufronti‘d with very .serious difficulties. If I accept this amendment on 
hchalf of (lovernmont, I should create a situation of great danger, w'ith 
the ])ossil)ility of the purposes of the Bill being defeated in respect of one 
its principal provisions. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: May I ask one question? Does not the High Court, 
a matter of fact, every day discriminate between questions- of procedure 
on ineritH? The High Courts do it every dav and it is a 
known fact. ! 

V (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham- 

^ Rural) : The Honourable the Home Member has no experience of 
S Courtfl, though he ia controll'ng the destiny of all High Courts. 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: It is not for me to say what the day. 
to-day practice of the High Courts is. The Honourable and learned gentle- 
man is better aware of that than I am. But what I do wish to point out 
is, here is a question where procedure and merit seem to be so closel;y 
connected, that a Court might conceivably take that view. Anyway, I 
have the greatest apprehensions on that point. Moreover, it is not the 
ease, as has been alleged, that the purpose of this Act is to allow the Local 
Government or any officer of the Local Government to fail to comply with 
the procedure laid down in the Act. 

The Honourable and learned Miember from Bengal asked me to believe,-— 
which I very readily and very willingly do,— in the bona fiden of his party 
and in the attitude which they have taken with regard to this Bill. But 1 
beg him also to grant to me the same recognition of niy goixl faith in the 
matter. I also ask the PToiise to (*onsidtu* this, that if you are giving 
extensive powers, — the powers which have already l>t‘en given to the Local 
Government by the local Act,— but if you are going to rocognisti thosci 
powers and supplement them, you . must inevitably be y)repared to ri'cog- 
nise good faith on the. part of the responsii)l(‘ olVu-ers of (lovernment who 
ju*e authorised to take action. Now, if a person were dfdained beyond 
period prescribed in section 4, quite ajnirt from any remedies which on 
some views of the case he miglit have bt'fon* tli(‘ High Court, — I aii^ not 
concerned to argue that now, — he would certainly hav*' one immediate 
remedy by petitioning the Lo(*al (b*)venmu‘nt : and I have not Ibe sligbicst 
doubt that the Local Government would deal in good faith wdth a petition 
of that kind. 

Well, Sir, I should now like just to sav a few wiwds on the. general 
admonitions which were made to me. 1 liave had a very diffi(*.ult task 
indeed with reference to this Bill and with nd'enmcf* to all th(‘ niatters 
which were the occasion for this IVill, and T do most strenuously tHadciid 
that my attitude in the matter has nf>t been one of nnreasonablenoss. The 
Bill is a very short one; I do nr)t deny that its provisions are drastic? nmi 
import serious changes into the law. But it is unjust that I should be 
accused of unreasonableness and that, the principles and operative poHions 
of the Bill being so short and so simple, howc'ver <le(*ply they may go. it 
should be imputed to mo as unr(?asonabI(*n('ss tba( I am not prt'parcd to 
Eiccept amendments which in my view sc*riously shake the validity of thosr 
principles, f agree entirely with what fell fn)m two Honourable Mtonbers 
m the front Bench opposite that bv far the bc<t remedy for dealing with 
ihis grave disease would be to mobilise public* opinion against it. I grant 
}hat; I fully appreciate that if and when that is done it will be a far more 
x)tent weapon against the terrorist moveimuit than any measure of logis* 
ation can possibly be. But with this appc'al m.-ide to us by the legis- 
lature and the Government of Bengal to do what we can and what they 
regard as important and what we regard as iriiportant in the way of 
lation, I feci that I must persist in my own appeal to the ThMif^e to 
Bupplement the Act by the provisions of this Bill. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

*'That to clange 4 tho following proviso he added ; 

'Vrovided, howevm*, thst tho procedure laid down in thp Art has hern oonipli®^ 
with*'* 
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The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 45. 


Abdooia Harooii, Seth Haji. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Bagla, Lala Kameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswaa, Mr. O. C. 

Chinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Das, .Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath, 
flunjal, Mr. N. R. 

Hai’bans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Ibrahim .Mi Khan, Lt. Nawab 
Muhammad. 

I.Hra, Chaiidhri. 

Jadhav, M». B. V. 

Jchangir, Sir (’owasji. 

.fog, Mr. S. n. 

.Jnshi. Mr. \. M. 

Lfihiri Candhury, Mr. D. K. 

Lalchaiul Navalrai, Mr. . 

Ma.'iWDod .Mnnad. Mr. M. 

Mi.sni. Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. (/. 

Mna///ain Saliib Bahadur. Mr. 
Miihariiinad. 


Mudaliar, Diwaii Bahadur A. Rama- 
swami. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheh Bahadur, Mauivi 
Sa3ryid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 
f^arma Nand, Bhai. 

Paiil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Rajah, Raja Sir Vasudeva. 

Riinga Xyer, Mr. C. S. 

Rastogi, Mr. Badri La). 

Rivldi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 
Sadiq Flasan, Shaikh. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Harbilas 
Sen. Mr. S. C. 

Sen. Pandit Satyendra Xalh. 

Shafee Dtooodi. Mauivi Muhammad. 
Singh, Kumar Gupte'^hwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Pra.sad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Thanipan. Mr. K. P. 

XJppi Sahel) Bahadur. Mi. . 


NGES -50. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Naval). 
Ahmed. Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana. Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklc^^vtria. Mr. N. N. 

Azi/uddin Ahmad Bilgranii. Qa/i. 
Bajpiii. Mr. G. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan 
Bhargava. Rai Bahadur Pandit 
T. N. 

Bhnre. The ffonourahle Si* JiK«efh, 
now, Mr A. G. 

Cosgrave. Mr. W. A. 

(Verar. 'Phe Honoiiralile Sir James, 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Fazal llaq Piraeha. Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

Freneh. Mr. J. C 
Graham, Sir Tjancelot. 

Gw\mne. Mr. C, W. 

TTowell. Sir Evelyn. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Nahai-.'^ingji. 
•Tawahar Singh, Sard-ir Bjibadnr 
Sardar. 

Lai Cband, ITony. Gafitaiii Rao 
Bahadur Chaiidhri. 


Megaw. Major General J. \V. D. 
Moore. Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan. Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar O. N. 

Mukherjee. Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyee, Sir Frank. 

Ptandif, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Pillai, Mr. N. R. 

Hafp-ddin Ahmad, Khin Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Raghubir Singh, Kunwa?. 

Rainy, Tlie Honourable Sir George 
Rajah, Rao Baliadiir M. 

Fiiima Rao. Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau Mr. P. R. 

Ryan. Mr. T. 

Sabi, Mr. Ram Prashad Xarayau. 
Sarina, Mr. R. S. 

Sobustor, The IFonoiirable Sir George, 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, 
Captain. 

Sykes. Mr. R. F. 

T'in i^it. Mr. 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur ITaji. 
Yamiii Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Young. Mr. O. M. 


'I'hc* iTiotion was nogjitivc*iF. 

Mr. Pre3ident: Tho question is that oIhusc 4 stand port of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill. 
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Clause 5 was added to the Bill. 

Xr. President: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Hr. B. Sitsramaraju : Sir, I move that to clause 1 the following be 
. added at the end : 

**It shall remain in force for a period not exceeding three ytstaw ** 

In moving this amendment, it is my desire that we should have on record 
the opinion expressed by the Honourable the Law Member the other day as 
regards the extent of this Act. The original Act was to extend up to 
1985. No specific period has been fixed for this extending Bill. In view 
of the fact that under the General Clauses Act no spectic provision 
occurs in this regard, it is found necessary to have the opinion of the Gov- 
ernment whether, if the Bengal Act were to extend indefinitely after- 
wards without reference to this Legislature, this extending Bill also would 
have the same extent. The Honourable the Law Member the other day 
expressed a different opinion. I do believe tliat the opinion exj)ressed by 
the Honourable the T^aw Member was quite accurate ; but in view of the 
fact that the ajitecedent course taken by the Bengal Legislature was 
different on this point, 1 thought I would like to have this point cleared 
in this debate. Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Mr. Tresident, I do really hope thal. 
it will not be imputed to me for unrighteousness if I am constrained to 
opppsc this amendment, for reasons practically the same as those which 1 
laid before the House when an ameiiduient ndating to the duration of 
,the clause was raised on clause 4. 'J’he object of this Bill is to supple- 
ment the local legislation, and I should like to point out that the Act 
which the Bill is designed to supplement has already been in r^peration for 
about a year and a luilf, and has three years and some months to continue. 
But, I think it must be obvious tliat the Supplementary Bill, as 1 urged 
before, must be coterminous and synelironous with the local Act, other- 
wise we should be preparing the possibility of a very serious and in- 
convenient and even dangerous position, if unfortunately that A(rt wen* 
fitill in force 3.^ years hence. All the provisions we make in thi.s Bill to 
supplement the iocal Act, would, after that- pen’od, expire 

Sir Oowas]i Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhanimadan Urban) : May 
I ask the Honourable Member a question ? If the local Act is extondcHl, 
will the Government of India have to come hack to this Honourable House 
with a new Bill? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: That is a point of law, Sir, on which 
I confess I am not in a position to give an authoritative* opinion. 

Sir Oowaeji Jehangir: But surely the Honourable Member is in s 
position to assure this House that if the f.ocal Government extend their 
own Act, they will come back to this House for another supplementary 
Bill. That is a question of policy; siuely it does not want a lawyer to 
advise Government on that point. 

An Honourable Member: And therfi are many lawyers on the Govern- 
ment side! 

Sir Lancelot Oraham (SccTctary, Legislative Deparime^nt) : I <1^ 
not know whether I shall be allowed to intervene by my some 
what angry friend on the opposite side. He said it does- not 
require a lawyer; but that is precisely what it does require. I think 
it is rather a tricky point that is involved. Personally, I incline to 
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the view that, in the manner in which w'e make amendments, that is, m 
ftitUy this act will be co-terminous with the local Act, if that is extended 
by amendment. But the Honourable Member will see that is a point of 
law and a very nice point of law, and not the sort of point of law that 
turns up every day in the courts vvitli which practitioners are familiar, i 
do not think tliat the ILononrahh* Member is entitled to say it is a matter 
of policy. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: WJiat is the position of Govermnent thenV Are 
Government in a position to "ive an assurance that if tlie i3en.!,^al CouneiJ 
extend their Act, they will come hack to (his Honoiirabh* IFouse, \\hat- 
ever the law may be? 

An Honourable Member: I1i<}re is the Law Member! 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 really must ask the House to 
accept tlie fact that not being a technical lawyer myself I cannot put 
myself forward in tliat capacity and give what purports to be an authorita- 
tive legal opinifiu. wlien i know pcadV^etK well that my opinion is not 
authoritativii 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas: May 1 ask my Houound)le Iriend. when part 1 of 
the Bengal Att f)f 11 ) 20 . the part which dt*alt uitli spt'cial tribunals and 
appeal to High Courts, was re-cnacted or continued by tlu< Bengal Council 
in whethei* or not the Government of India introducerl fresh legis- 

lation here to rt*-<.*nact the eorri'sponding provisions of the Suyiplemcntar}’ 
Act? They did not ; as soon as the Ih ngal Aet was extended, the Suyiple- 
inontarv Act was automatically taken to bt‘ continuing. Hiat is pointed out 
in the Statement of Objects and Beasons. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: ’Ihe ansutu- to the Honourabh‘ 
Member’s <]uestion is that ho is correct. No su])plomentav\ Bill on that 
restricted [)<a*li<in of tlie local .\ct was at that time introduced into this 
Legislature. I maintain and I seriously urge upon the House that it is 
obviously a neeessar\ thing, <|uit.^ apart the teehnieal legal point . . . 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju : Is tiu' Honourabk' Member aware tliat the. Law 
Memkor the other day, on the floor of this House in tnsw'er to Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, stated that it will not extend? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T heard what my Honjuirable (*ol- 
lc*agne said. Bui T must limit myself to tlu* question of praetieal effect: 
and r do urge upon the House that tin's Supplementary Bill which suppIe^ 
uienls I1u‘ local .Act, — l am concerned now' w'ith the local Act as it now 
slands — it was enacted in lOJlO, — ought to be co-terminous with that onact- 
®nont. That is my contention. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Sir, here i.s a statement made by the Honourable 
the Law Member. Is Government prepared to stand by tliat statemient 
or do they wish to repudiate it? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T have said nothing wliatever that 
suggests repudiation on my part of an opinion given by my Honourable 
collongue the Law Member. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Sir, this is what the Honourable the Law* Mem- 
said the other day : 

"Therefore, what we are doing i» supplementing tJio Bengal Act- of 1930. Tf the 
Bengal Act of 1930 be repealed or exhausts itself by efflux of time and bi* iv enacted. 

0 
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[Sir Cowasji Jeliaii^iv. | 

in the sanu' tonus, then my suhniissiou is that this mojiMiiv which we ai*e (.oiisider- 
ing now will no! attaoh itself to that le-eiiacted measure, hwause, this Bill says in so 
manvi words, that it is supple. iientary to the Act of 1^30 and ii not suppleineiit-iry 
to any A(t wliioh may l)e re-enact e<l in 1936*. rJicre is no sod ion in the General 
Clause'* Act or in any other law that I know »d‘ which iiutomatically attraAd.s a 
supplenietU.u’N measure to an extended measure. ’* 

Sir, this is |)orl\’ctl\ clear laiiLjunt^c. I want to know wludlicr (lovcrnnieut 
-are prepared to stand by tlio sialeintait. — say \t‘s or no. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: As my friend says, it is perfectly (dear that the 
ease is eniirely dlstiiK^t. Tlie Honourable the Law Meiiiber was dealing 
with the easc‘ ot‘ an Act \\ hicii had biitui allowed to lapse. Supposing this 
Act is allowed to lapse and is re-ejiaeded. That is (juite diffenait alter- 

ing till' duration elaiise Iin an amending l>ill. 1'he ease wbieli was eovered 
by the Honourable the Jjaw Alemjber is a ease, as he said, wii('ri3 the Act is 
allowed to lapse and is re-enacted; in that ease this Su|)pleinentarv .\(*1 
of course would havi' no relation to that re-i iLudt'd Act ; but I think it 
would have this etfoet ; tliis Suppiemenlary Aet would be eo-terminous 
with the Ht'iigal Aet if that Aet was not allowed to di(‘, that is to sav, tiot 
if it was re -enacted, but if the duration danse in the Ih'iigal A(*t was 
extended during tiu' life of tiu' Bengal Aet. 'I’hat I nndei stand to Ix' tluj 
position. But, as I sa> , that is not in any way in i-onlliet witli ^\hat was 
said by the Honourable the Tiinv Member tlu' otlu'r da\ when lu' spoke 
about nj-eiiaetinent. 

Mr, President: 'Die. ipiestion is: 

' ‘Th.it ill cliiusc 1 the fallowing ho addoil at the (*nd : 

‘It shall rcimiiTi in force for a period not oM oeding thicc >r.ii 

The AssenibU divided: 

AVKS-52. 


Abdoola Haroon. StMli Haji. 

Abdul Matin Chandhury, Mr. 

Abdnr Bahim. Sir. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Mnhannnad. 

BagUa. Lala B.amo''b\v.:r Pra'*ad 
Bhai^ava. Rai Bahadur Pandit 

T. N. 

Bhiipnt Sing. Mr. 

Bi.-\va«. Mr. C. C. 

rhir f»\’. Mr. Rahinifoola M. 

Da.«. Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. A mar Nath. 

Fazal Han Piracha, Shaikh, 
ftnnial. Mr. X. R. 
irarban?! Singh Brar, Sirdar*. 

Tbinhim Ali Khan, Lt . \rwab 

Mnha '^imad. 

1-mail Alt Khan. Kuiiw.u* Hajio. 
Ismail Khan. Haji rhandhniy 
M nhnnnnad. 

.Tadlav. Mr. B V. 

-l^^hangir. Sir r'»i,vasji. 

.Tog, Mr. S. (1. 

Lahiri ^ h 'idho. M: K. 

l/ilfhaod Navabal, Mr 
Maswood Ahm.id Mj'. M. 

Migra, Mr. B. V. 


Milra. \fi. S. ( *. 

.Mndaliai. Diwaii Baliadnr A. Raiiia- 
swami, 

.Mninir«dir. .Sirdar G. \. 

Mr. .Johangir K. 

Miirtn/a Sahel) Bah.idnr. .Manivi 
Say \ id. 
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Ahmad Nuwaz Khan, Major Xawab. 

Allah Tial;;;1i Khaii Tiwana, Khan 
Jhih;nhjr Malik. 

Aiiklo.saiia, Mr. N. 

Aziznddiii Ahmad UilRi’ami, Qa/i. 
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naj])ai. Mr. K. S. 

Mr. Ka jnarayai. 

F{hnr(*. 'I’hr- Honourahle. iS:r .J< !i. 
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( OSjrr.lVO. Ml . \V. .\. 

('rcrar, ! Ik* FIoMour.'i'nlc Sit* .hjmef*. 

Dalai. Dr. K. I). 

Im)x, Mr. H. n. 
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(<rah:wri. Sir Lancrlfit. 
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Jawahar Singh. Sardar I'.iliadnr 
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Lai C!haiid. Ilony. ('aplaiii ILio 
Haliadiir (Miaudhri. 

'I’Ikj inntidn wns adopt ( h1. 

'riu' Assnnblv llitn .idjoiiriiod for LuiK.di till M'wentv Alimitos to Three 
f tiu' (Mo(»k. 

'riu‘ As>riiil)l\ ^^•-a^>^(•nll)lod aft(‘r Lime*!! at Twenty Minutes t > Three 
thf' (dfH'k, Mr. I’resid(*nt in the Chair. 


Tile Honourable Sir James Crerar: Afr. President, I move that tin Bill 
IS aunaidi d. i)i‘ |)assi'<l. In making tliis motion. 1 do not propose to <letain 
the ITouse for more than a very few iniuntes. T have already -pokcMi 
at 'jreat Ituiurfh and T reirret to sa\ <»n many oecasion<. both on the broad 
jaineiples of the Bill and on all the sn])sidinry points that have arUen Tn 
the v(‘rv few words I have now to say. T merely desire to recall the Tdniise 
to the major issue which T think has been in sonu* daiiLier of heintr 
ohseiired in the conrso of lontr and detailed examinati<'n of 'ssues which, 
howi'ver im]i(»Hant in themselves, are necessarily subsidiary t-' that main 
ii^siie. And that issue, as T conceive it is this: whether tluMV exists in 
Bengal n verv ‘jjrjive public situation which is nru'i'ntly in need of remedy. 

have In eonsider whether tlii' action taken by the Bocal Government, and 
endorsed on repeated occasions hv an overwhelm ini:: majority iii tiie local 
legislature, is a course of action which will contribute, to a V(Tv necessary 
(^nd vital objective, namelv the control and suppression of the terrorist 
uinvoTYient. We have to consider whether we oucjht to accept the hard 
logic of faets and circinnslancc^s and the conclusions of those on whom the 
^lost immediate responsihilitv rests ns to the course of action wlnVh oinrht 
to he taken. Wo have to consider whether in matters which are outside 
the-r eompotence and which arc within onr sole competence wo ought to 
("ndorso those eonelnslons and eome to the assistanee of the local aiitho- 
and the local T.eeislafurc. Gn those hvoad issues, however much 
mav diflPer on relatively minor pomtf*, thonejh T do not desire by calling 
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them minor points to urider-cstiinate their impoi-tunce, L feel that there 
is no possibility of an answer in any other sense than a broad affirmative. 
It has nc^t bt'en seriously contended in this IJouse either that the terrorist 
movement does not exist in Bengal or that it constitutes a very grave 
danger not only to that Presidency but to the whole of India. Speakei* 
after speaker on the other side of the House lias arisen t-o say tlnit that 
•positio)! is accepted and admitted. If that ri*ally is so, very little remains 
for me to say. If that is so, surely the only answer that we can give to 
this demand which is made upon ns for assistance is that we sliould L^ranl 
it. I dee[)ly regret that in tlie very last days of riiy membership of this 
Assembly, it sliould have* fallen to in\ lot to bring before the Assembly 
a nieasun* of this kind and to have had to deal with it during tl.c nim 
days of doluite it has occupied the time of the House. It has been a ver\ 
difficult and a ver\ unenviable task. Nevertlu‘l('ss. none of us can refusr 
to open inir e\es to plain facts, still loss decline to discharge our vospon- 
sibility. It is b(‘(*ause I feed tliaf, in spite' of the diffc'renees of o]nnioii 
that liave arison and tiu' conf roversies that have he‘en threshed out a^ 
regards certain relatively subsidiary cpiestions arising out of liis moaMirc*. 
there is agreement on the major issue's, T have the utmost eonfidi'iiva' that 
the House will he prepared to ree'ogniso those* faeds and will he propari*!! 
to discliarge its responsibility. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohillvuncl und Kumaon Jlivisions; Inoii- 
Muhainniadan .lluralj: S;?-, 'riie I lejnourable* tlu* Home Me'inber, with a 
touch of patlios, said that in the very last da\s of his mejiilu'rship lie? had 
to put up the fight that he lias put up for what lie thinl\s is lu’ce'ssars 1e 
suppress the' teiTori>t moveme*nt in Bengal anel to prevent the cxt.'nsoi, 
of that terrorism to other provine-es. Thai. Sir. ^o far as tlu' Honoiirahle 
the Hemic MeUiljer is e'oticenied must bo a matter lor le*git iniati' pride* and 
self-e*ongrat ulation f(.»r standing up as lu' Ini'- alwa\> stood up for tlu* steci 
frame r»f tlie* Gc)Ve*nniu*nt. to revolt against which tlie* tcri’orist iiKiv.'na nt 
ill Behiral came* into existene'e*. I e*eine*('de' that he* has feaight us on tliis 
side of tl’M* Hom-c with the* t<*nacity of a steadfast Scotsman, hnt wi on 
this side c»f the House ha^e ]ik(*w*ise a <lnt\ to perfonu. and that dn1\ wc 
hjivo 1)0011 perfeirming. f am p!<*a-e*el to tliink 1 liave al^o hceii perforniiniT 
it by deediriing te» serve* on the Se*le'e-t Committeu* to whie*h the Home 
Membf'r was so willing to Invite nu*. T do not agree witli tlie* priiicir-Je' of 
this Bill, and even at this hist state we have to clearly, .strongly Mtui in 
unambignous language proclaim witli all the empliasis that wc can e'om- 
mnnd that we dr» not accept the pr'neiple underlying tin's Bill, and F wish 
the Govomment laid accepted tlu* advice of TVovineinl Governments and 
stood ont from the danger that they stood in of extending tf*rrorisi:i to 
other provinces, if they honestly believed the deienns were terrorists The 
very fact that the other Provincial Govemments were nnwa'lling to rccept 
these detenus in. their jails fin grf)nnds wdiicli are rec()rd('<l in Hieir n per^^ 
and opinions circulated to Members of this TTonse, the very fact that tef .v 
did not w'ant thv''m ought to have convinced the Govei-nmont of India not 
to bring these unfortunate people from long distnnees to a plnee wdlun 
their own jurisdietion. these untried people, who have not been T>rf)ved 
guilty. T arn pfMeetlv willing to concede that there is a. terrorist nvnc- 
menf. in Ben'''a’!. hut T am unwHling to coneed e that everw^ detenu ^ 
terrorist A man who has r.of been proved to he guilty, ns every 
man who has refid the English jurisprudence is aw'are. is intmcenl 
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law pri'suniCK them to be innocent and the opposition would not be worth 
its salt it it ac(3epted the opinion of the Home Member as regards these 
untried detenus. I am perfectly willing to grant that the Honourable 
ifie Home Member has gone througli the documents which are in his 
possession, in tlie possession of tlio flovcrnment of Bengal and the police in 
Bengal, documents which cannot be jmxluced on the iioor of this Bouse, 
which cannot be produced in a court of law and which, as f.ir as we are 
concerned, arc dead documents wliich have no legal value and are from 
the legal point of view absolutely worthless. 

Sir, such being the case, opposed as w'e are to the terrorist movement, 
strongly, emphatically and imcompromisiingly, we cannot give a long rope 
to the (jovernment so far as detenus and untried persons are concerned. It 
is not for mo, standing on this Mg of the House, repeatedly to proclaim 
tliat we do not agree with the toiTorists, that we do agree to the suppres- 
sion of the terrorist movement, — but not in the manner in wliich it is- being 
suppressed, for wo do not agree to suppress people w^ho have not been 
provt'd to l)r guilty. ! am not pleading to-day, ‘‘Give clemency to the 
ten-oristH*’. Wipe out the terrorists by all means; but you cannot, because 
you have, got certain information in your possesion, deny even to the 
terrorists what is their legitimate due, namely, trial, to establish w’hether 
tliey am terrorists or not. Sir, it ha^ b( 3 cn said time and again that it is 
not |)ossil)l(‘ to hold a sort of tiinl because witnesses iiiiglit be shot.. Blit 
surely, Sir, a trial can be held witliin the jail or some &uch other places, 
•iiid siindy a big ( io\'ernmrii< mii-i iioi lx*, afraid, if it has ahimdance of 
iiiatcrials in its ])ossc<vsion, to put terrorists on their trial and punish them 
MS the law prcscri])c*s that terrorists deserve to be punished. 

Sir, I have only to say finally that T do not want to make a long speech. 
I congratulate Members on this Mo of the House and especially my Hon- 
ourable friends, Mr, S, 0. Mitrn, .Mr. K. C. Neogy and other friends from 
Bengal, who have put up a strong and persistent tiglit. It i.s not my 
piirposi’, and I believe* it in not tlu* purpose of gentlemen seated on this side, 
l<» prolong ihr a'j aix nf Ih > dehaii*. hut it is necessary for us to place it 
on record tliat on the major is.sue, as the Honourable ^rember has said, we 
aro fundamentally of a ditferont opinion from tin* gentlemen seated on the 
Treasury Hi'iielies. Sir, whih* we concede that a grave situation has been 
'ccati'd ill Ih-m^ji!. \\.' say thai a graver situatinu is being created by sending 
away detenus from Bengal to tlie, neighbourhood of Ajmer- Merwara and by 
Icining (lirir n'lations Hit* right, the ahs,'luto liglit travell’ng allowances. 

1 adniit lilt* I bamuvahlc ilx' lioua* M *mlx*r was wiibug to yraiU certain 
‘'tnvt'uicuct's sucli as l I** ’h-- polit ic.il th'tcMis. ()i‘ ci-nr-c. aftt'r 

transha-ring tliem from the moist heat of Bengal to the intensely dry heat 
^f Ajuier-Arerwara, T think it is a coneession for which the Government can 
lab’G a. (*ertain amount of eredit, hnt if they wanted to take real credit, if 
they wanted really to s^atisfv the people of Ben.gal. tliey should not have 
taken shelter heliind the issue that the taxpayer of Bengal would not be 
willing to bo taxed so far as travelling allowanees for a very small number 
of people, who are related to the detenus are eoncorned. Travelling allow- 
|iuee has boon denied, and that only fallows that iho Government w’ant to 
»Rlli(d> a wrong on the doti'inis but a double wrong by denying their poor 
i*olations the right of interviews. It may bo that public bodies in the 
country might raise money to give facilities of travelling to the relations of 
these fTetenns. It mav he that a political prisoners’ or sufferers’ fund might 

vaised in the country. If it is raised, you know what it means, what 
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raising of the funds means, and moreover you know it would also rais^^ u 
good deal of feeling along with it, and- therefore I do wisli the Honourablo 
the Home Member had agreed to this very legitimate and very modest 
demand that the relations of detenus who applied for travelling allowance 
would be given travelling allowances. Sir, 1 n'grct very much that the 
Honomabli* (he thane Member did not meet ns in (bis matlt'i'. With ihest^ 
W()i'(l>, 1 rc'siinu' m\ seat. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Divis^ion : Non-i\iuliainmadan llural) : Sir, in 
a fe^v' more moments this House will have seen the last of this black Bill, 
this short and sim])ii‘ in(\asnre. which has o(*eM|)i»*d a r*i*cord lumiber of da\s 
during il)o pres(*nt session of the Assembly: and if one is to judge by the 
reis^ults of the lirst few divisions, it can bo imagined as to wliat is going 
to happen to the particular motion which we arc now discussing. Sir, some 
of my friends think that the last division which we had on a very inconse- 
quential point was really a snare into which the non-oflicial M timbers were 
drawn so tliat there miglit be scane amongst iis who might tiiink lba(, al'lrj- 
all, having SLCiired one little amendment, it would not be riglit on our [)art 
to go into tliG Division Lobby against the Government, on the presi ai 
motion. There are IVIembers^ amongst us who would vote for the Govern- 
ment on the slightest provocation, and therefore, Sir, I was not very happy 
fit the result of the last division. It can easily \h\ imagined that the Gov- 
ernment will have a certain vielorN 0 !i this tliird reading. Sir, it pains aiirl 
huniiliat(*s one to think that a meaf^ure, whic'h er)nld not possibly have b(H*n 
passed lli Hi • assj>tniee (j)‘ in ai-niVieial el< .Meliiinas in (be las| llii’ti* 

Assemblies, eonld be placed now on the Statute-book so easily with their 
.active b(*lp hi tbr pn-sont .Vssianbl;. 'riiis is part ii‘iilarl\ biimiliat iiiL: i - 
one who lias sat in ad the hair As-^t-mblies. 


Sir, the Honourable the Home Member in his sproch ba^ just mentioned 
what tlie major iysne before the House is. \Vben the Bill was brought 
forward, then* was a slight dispute as to exactly wbal the issiu*s were before 
the House. At one time we were a^ked to believe that this short and 
simple mi^asiin! involved nothing beyond the question of transf(*reuce of 
detenus from Bengal. Sir, the debates during the last few da\># have <Ic- 
monstrated that there was a certain much more im[)ortant prineiph^ of 
fundamental elinracter involved in this Bill, namely, the p’hneiple of del ca- 
tion w’itliout trial, 'rhe Honourable the Law Member \esterday was frank 
enough to concede Unit, unless clause 4 of the Bill wen* passed, the enact- 
ment passed by the Bengal Legislative Council would be almost uugator\. 
Therefore, Sir. let not my Honourable friends lay Hie flattering function 
to their souls that in passing tin’s measure they w ill not be called up<»u to 
endorse that li.iteful principle of detention without trial. Even assuming 
that we had not to deal with clause 4 of the present Bill, and that there 
was nr)j ibis issue of the snsjicnsi^ai of hfibrns rtit'ims iinolvrd. wlial . ri- 
we expected to do? 


riic Mon« fiu-ibb* tin- La^v Member stated y< st^rdas that llui G<A’cruiuciit 
of I’cng.il asking us as to wlu'tbcr wc wcri* prcjiarcd tr» help llieiu 

carrying oul tin measure thfii they bad placed on the Stutnt(»-l)0<^k iu tboir 
own Bi'gi-.l}n m*.- Now. Ii« ll» ill wlirttV Mfli) iu innkinp; tlioir mensiU'e 
more cfTfrl i\ lu-lp in ficfividin^ a syal'i-in fif biinisliiiiemfc for the untra* 
detenus. Now if detentiuii without trial in J-ieugal has not proved a Hucci|ss, 
will hunishiiient help? And let my Honourahlc friends remember that 
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wlint they fire do«ng is co tell the Govemruent of Bengal, ‘Wt-.l!, \ou expeet 
U9 to help you in carrying out this measure, in making it an effective 
measure of repression. Very well, we are perfectly willing to oblige \ou by 
providing Tor a Sibi'ria for thti (Uiienus”. (A ]\\\ 1 !(»noiiVi.‘i)lo 

friends who vote with Government on this measure will have to bear that 
in their minds^ very carefully. 

The Honourable Member referred to the very grave situation in Bengal, 
about which there can be no dispute on this side of the House, but the 
main difference in the points of view between that side aiul this i^ide of 
the House consists in this. We s^ay that the existence of the terrorist move- 
ment is to a very large degree due to the mistaken policy of repres&ion which 
the Government have been following. Sir, violence, whether resorted to 
by Govcriiiijoiit <jr by tia* terrorists, begets vciigoance ; voiig«.*aMce, (gain, is 
followcal b\ violence. JSiou tfie. ( lovtainrieiil and tlie terrorists arc netweeu 
themselves going round and round the. vicious circle: vengeatuv and 
vioh'ijce, viohnict* follow t*d by M ugcance, and so on. Sir, how iong is this 
to eontifine? Alay I ask rny I ron(»Mr:d)lc friend his real candid o])ini*»n. now' 
that ho is le;iving the chores of India, as to whether he sincerely and 
honestly thinks that this policy can succeed? liepression follo\ved by 
violence: violence follow^ed by vorigf»ance and further represwon ! Let me 
t<dl liini that tevroiisrn is no k nsible if n'sorted to by Government. 

an answer to terrorism by the terrorists. 

Now', Sir, tile llonoiirabk' .Mt*nii»er stated that the J^ocal (lovernmcnt 
and the Local Legislature having asked for such a measure, \vc were more 
or less in (lut\ bound to oblige them. answer to that in that if it is 
a misguideil Loetil Government and if it is a misguided local I.egislature, 
it is our duty to bdl them that wc are not prepared to oblige them by 
providing such ;i nicjisur*.-. Sir*, ilic language that has b(*en used by the 
Home Mendjcr in conmadion w ith this debate for the last few days reminds 
one very forcibly of similar language with rcfoivnce to tlie political prison- 
ers who wen* dtadt with under Regulation III of 1818 towards the end of 
1908. The House will recall that there w'ore nine Bengali^', some of them 
very prominent nicii in the public life of mv province, w ho were dealt with 
under that Hegulation, and questions were repeatedly asked not so much 
in the Imperial Li’gislative Gonneil of India as in the House of Commons 
in days. If ITononraide Mtanbors will onl\ take tiu* trouble of look- 

ing up the debates of tlie House of Commons for 19(t9. they will sec how 
persistent (‘fforts were made by friends of India from their scats< in the 
House of Cknurnons to get a statement from the Government as rcgardsi 
the l*l':^rg(•^; against these I 'eugi I *-, '.la* wi‘r(* th(*n di'alt \^llh ujuct lu’gul.a- 
tion in. d'he Ilouourahle Afeinher.s will also see what a wealth of 
parliiun(‘ntar\ prevarication was utilised for tin* purpose of meeting these 
intc'rpellations. and the impri's^ion in the mind of anxone who would read 
those proceedingH would In* that these men wore verv dangerous characters 
and that they w(*re behind tin* terrorist movement that was then prevalent 
in Bengal. I am particularly reminded of certain st;denients made by 
Mr. Buchanan, who was then tin* Under Secretary of State for India, to 
an aniendiiient to tin* Addo'ss b\ Mr. Alackarnoss. ^ I'liis amendment was 
regarding the imprisonment and deportation of Indians w ithoiit trial. He 
referred to the conspiracy to subvert the British rule in India and he also 
referred to the int^igation to eVunmit outrages. Then In* said : 

*T cannot here formulate chargixs against tlu'ni on the floor of the House of 

t/ommons.*' 
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The verv saihe attitude has been taken up b^’ the Honourable the Home 
Member. He further said : 

“Undei- this order (K^gula-lion 111) the autliorities can lay their hands upon 
individuals who are the real instigators- behind the scenes of nuiny of the outrages 
that have taken place.*’ 

And lliosc remarks were made applicable lu all the nine detenus then held 
in iinjaisoiiinent under Hegulalion III. That was a statement made on 
24th yebrnarv. 1909. Now, Sir, about 16 or 17 years later, a most remark- 
able statement was made In no less.a man tba)i Sir Hugh Stevenson, who 
Is, 1 understand, about tn retire from his present position of the Governor 
of lliliar and Orissa. He was then the Home Mi'inbcr in the Goveniment 
of Bengal. Speaking on the Hengal Criminal Lmy Amendment Hill on the 
7th January, 192r), this is wlmi he said; 

•As far as I know, no one has ever accused him (mraiiiug Bahu Krisliiui Kiinur 
Mitra) or Bahu Aswiiii Kiiiuar J)u(t of promoting I'riine still less of taking part in it. 
The Bengal riovennnent asked for the arre.si. under Bengal Hegalation Ilf of 13Ui 
of Balm Krishna Kumar Milra in 1908 because his violent boycott speeches and his 
activity in organising volunteers involved the danger of internal roininotion. In the 
same way the Eastern BengJil Ooverninent asked for the use of the said Hegulation ir 
the case ot Bahu Aswiiii Kumar Diitt because of bis whirlwind • ampaign ot aiili 
government speeches and of his control of the Braja Mohan Insiiintion from wm.li 
a stream <if seditious preachers was eoii.stantly pouring. Lu both tliese cases tlie 
activities for whit’h the.se gentlemen were restrained were open and public.” 

Jiow, 17 vt iirs Jitter ilicir dctetition, the truth ejinic out in this very strange 
fashion. Whnt laiigiuige liiul not Ikh-u used with referenci. to these very 
estimable geiitK inen in the House of ( 'oinmons and elsewhere in support 
of the policy of detention without trial, insinuating the most horrible charges 
against them I Tl is tlie same thing that my I fononrahh* frienfl o]>p()sif(* is 
doing to-day. How ire wr to know' that the very saim* thing is not being 
re-enact ec^l witliiii tlie. jail walls of fiengalV 

Now, S), I ha\c no drsin* to lake up j.ny more tinir of tliis House, 
and I \vould conclude by quoting once Jigain the words whieli I qiioti'd tlie 
other d;ty from a spen h of a Mi-nilu-i’ of tin* Mxeetilive (\nmeil of Heng?d, 
namely. Sir Brovash (.’handni Mitter, who, while speuking on a similar 
measure in the Bnmgal Fa’gisl.ative Council, said: 

••Tlii'! Til! '’Ot ;) ]•!»} -i* :;e:\ triMtiiicnt of i!m- im:i1;i«Iv Imr. .i nuu 'l.'s m'mciIn. 

I think that if flic Bill be cc.lijicd c»r )»;•.■>.. fil by tin* Le.d.sl.!} isi* ('laeiiil, i’ \kiil 'i"- 
oiilv f.iil in ii.-' obj(M! I ul- v.ill perbap' b»*. although it is fardic-l f**<»jii the. iiiteu 

of I he membei -i of tin* < hr, ' i niuf nt . ;i helpful me.iHU'- I'.v. ai d.^ the propag.C i"'- 'U 
the reveluT jjinary icovernent.” 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Sir, i1 ]< } * rh:ms for tin- hist time tliat. 1 am raising 
nj\ vr ;nj;iiM-t tin* f i.^siiK' of Hus hnoxions measure. Cnrionsly (mongh, 

I hnd tli.it on fundamental tjii(*stiori.s T have very little differences even with 
Sir Jjuu' - Cr- r:ir. T ;n)niit tliat there is terrorism in B>engal, and F furihor 
adrnil thal ^ o ^honld /md out means to root it out from that unliappy 
vinee. 'I'ct T ^vonld like to make inv position clear once again as to wb> 

1 am oppo-.i.g tFi:shrn*asnre. Sir. F Hiinlc it has boon well said that a large 
Empire and Pifl minds go ill together. It really requires a sietesrnaii 
not of the type of rny friend Sir James Crerar — T do not mean anything 
derognlory to him — lujt a broad-minded politician to govern a country, the 
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leople of which are alien to those wlio govern it. You were anxious to 
:iittle your terms with the Irish rebels only the other day, wlicn all repres- 
lion failed. You said that their hands were dyed .... 

Mr.. President: The Honourable Member should address the Chair. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Sir, the Oovernment said that the hands of these 
wore dyed with the blood of the loyal oflicers belonging to the Police 
lud the Army, and tlu*.y could nob think of any terms of conciliation. Put 
Kuglaiul did not fail to produce statesmen w-hn could look into these ques- 
.ions from a broader oiitlook. I ‘nfortimately for this country, at least for 
lie presiml time, we art? having statesmen in India who cannot at all gauge 
lie inner working of tlu? mind .if the p(H)ple oT this country. 

The MonoLirable Sir James Crerar referred to the fact that he was 
caving the country shortly. We an. pained if we have to use harsh words 
:igainst him at this irioirient, but 1 wTsli in spite of all these repressive 
measures, tliat lie slionld ha\e peace and rest in his happy Caledonian 
iiome, (hough he has broken the peace and rest of many a family in Bengal 
:)y this iiieasiii-(‘ and created larger iinre^^t thr<.»ughout India by the in- 
iiiiinerable Ordinances that he got promulgated lately. He will be romem- 
beicd in this country longer than the Honourable Sir George Ilaiiiy, because 
|}i(‘ ('fleet of tills imsa\our\ and obiioxious measure will hist much longer 
ilia 11 many a little good thing that others tried to flo for India; I should 
like to go through some of tlu' principle points that have bt*en directly or 
indirectly dealt with by this iiuasuit . As regards interviews, 1 said all 
dong, llial if it is the pin pose of tlte Goveinuiont to interdict or forbid 
.dl interviews. let them say >o and get the Bill jiassi'd in that manner, 
likt' honest people. Ily this snhterfuge of transferring iheso detenus 
iunidreds of ini’es a\va\ from thiar honus and refusing tlio little pittance 
ef allowance l'» their iiiiligi iil rel.alions Go^ernnii'iit sociue their purpose 
-)l int( rdiidiiig interview . w ith the ileteiuis. I shall ])r('seiitly read some ef 
dll' leiters lhai I hav«- recei\-,'d fruin th«' poor relation-' of the di'teims. I 
•alow in siwerai easi's tlie\ ;ire jaxa* holph'ss parents. I know' prrsoiially 
in ' r.e cast' tlitit, after \i‘aiv. . f pining, the parents died, after being sepa- 
nned from their m ar and d» ar ones. I'lie Law Member may say tlnn it is 
:i liMiiporary nu'asnie. but I know 'n many cases the people bave been in 
!‘iil for M ami In \ears coot innoiisly , w ilh intervals of tw’o or llirce nioiitlis. 
l! |'('r<(iii-; com*' out • f jail afn*!’ .a in’ohuiged trial of iw’o ».r tbrt e years, 
•'Mil if tb('y ai.' foiiml noi LOiilty. a< soon as they ste]) mil of tlie court 
li'ecinets. tlie\ .alt' creeled and a-ain M'ut to jail under Hu* Criminal Tjaw’ 
AiM'. ihliiien I Ael fi M huleiimi ' periotb J here are \ er\ U'w* ^'t'etions in the 
Indian Veind Code, as 1 s.aid tin' • tberday, where ibe ])ninsbnient is for 
more ihan three or f<Mir veav:-. I’m I it is admitted tliat ev.m though no 

is proved against tiu'st' tb'ienns. vet they sntTer not fm* three or four 
M^nrs but in maiiv eases for S and Id years in jails. When yon consider 
dies.' cases, yon jiinst remember ad these' facts, and must not be carried 
\yy appanmtK innoia nt and simple words of the Tfonourable Sir 
•hinu's Crerar, that it is a (('mporarv nu'asure and that it is a short Act. 

yon nil know, this Ael had been in foree with little interruption already 
•or seven years, and now it is ]>ro]v^sed to podimg its life for aiudher five 
years, p accept the nrgtiment of tlie Hom'^iirable the TToine Member that 
"'s Act is essential, but let him answer why it has not sneeoeded though 



2696 


LKG 1 SLATI VE A S SEM BL Y . 


[30th Mar. 

[Mr. S. C. Miira. | 

it has been iu forcie so (.IrasticalJy for tlio Jast seven years, in rooting oui 
the terrorlsi* movonu nl. I eoiUeiul that it is a quack measure and it iuu; 
failed in its pnr|)i)se. I appeal to (ioverjuiient that they should try otlun 
means. Aeeoniing ti) their own statenunifc, terrorism is increasing day Iq 
ila> . ami l Ih‘\ Jiave nut sueeeedeci in ])nlting an end to it. That shew*! 
tiiai it is iiot lhc‘ right intdliod. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominati'd >Ion-011icial) : What i*; 
the right remed\ V 

Mr. S. 0. Mitral The riglit nstdhod is to give full Domininii Status 
te this ei)imtr\. Li*! the \onng men of this eounlry feel that they are lis 
mueli free to diivelo}) llieir resouret's and to liv(‘ in liappiness and libeH.y 
as any oihtv p(‘ople in any ali'M* Irta* e(uiniry. That is what is want(‘d. 
If \on taki' tliis ’oroad vienv and a(*1 in that line, then tht' political assassins 
who liavt* been guilty hitlunto will hecona' loyal and will eo-operato willi 
( ’loverniiuaii . I hav(‘ faith in tla^se young nuni. F was reading the other 
day fr in the letti'r of Miss F*ina Das who was touiid guilty. She did lan 
ti ' to ])lc'afl inno(*enee hnt sin* said: 

“] am lilail tljal tin* life of Sir Slanhw »Jark.<nn has 1m*»m) saved l»y l*ioviil<Mir<* ;a;i; 
that Lady .fjukso i a?ui htv <hildrfn liave lioeii >faircMl ilieir tevvihle rei'ifnit ufit* iirjii 
I havi* atlaine<l i!iy end without any of life.” 

Ft wi!! not require much imagination U> feel wdiat actnaics people nf 
this type, and the attempt on tin* part of any (h>V(‘rnment should h(j h* 
remove all th<* gri<*vances. Wliat do we find after loO years of Fh’iiish 
rule*.' l?i spite of all protestations that the l’airop(*ans an* iho tnisU'Cf- 
of tile dinnh niillioiis. evervhodv is becoming poon*r and poorer ev(‘rv da\. 
Yon ii.‘a\ think it is mere lanotionalism, hut I say ii is not, it a^ imirh 
e(‘Oiiionie. 'The hungry and starving man will not rt'st satisliial with 'iiv- 
tliing (*lse nidcss you give* him a chance to improve his o'v\ n condition to 
save hi»riself from starvation. d"he high ideal of fill] Dominion Slates as 
the immediftie oh jeet iv».* of the (lovcrnment is a heliei* iMin dN ihaii all 
repn*ssive and inlinmaii measures. If \on eannoi provid** tliesi* men si*o{)' 
in that n;t\ ior i!ii*Ir idi'allsm, this terrorist mov«‘inent is hound to go on. 
By enact ing Tri(*a'-nres of this kind you an* only creating hitte?-ness in Ha'a- 
niiiuK, and yai <»nly add to that feeling, and tlien*hy \ on help neilh' ’' 
the Oovi*! nnii nt nor the nation. As re.gard.s tlu* Idlers J refi*ned io. ihc' 
do not come from these fiolilieal sufferers. The> do not coiniil'in in aa> 
wav. Tln.*\ do ii'C write to us. Ft is llun* helpless narents ami depena 
ants that eo)'ie lo iis, Fn)r p<^ditiea| work'ers in India, “snlfering i*-- 
badge of iheir tribe’* Suffering is no longer tin* hadgi* of tlu' Jt'^'isu 
])eopIe; faUifying the seriptnra! prophe<*ies, they h.ave ftaind a happy hon*^^ 
in 'rj;in*^-do‘r(t;.nia ; hnt patriots in ever\ subject nation know that snfTenni; 
and sacrifice are their hadg(*s. 

I eoim here not to ])lead the cause of th(*se det(*nus, Ijiit I want 
show how \ou ernliitler the fi*elings and liow you really dig the graves o 
tln'si* detenus lyv thest* ucasures. T fear the digging ot their grayev; 
end then*, hut they will dig the foundation of the British Empire as 
FFen* is a h tier from a relation of a detenu under Uegulatkm TlJ? 
his name is Itoshak Fifil Das interned in F*i‘shawar Jail. Bis ^ 

dependants are his mother and his aunt, nearly seventy years old \vido\'‘>» 
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helpless and snfferin^^ from rlioiimati <iii. Thoy have a little- j)lot (.f laud, 
but there is nobody to oiiltivatc the lands. They a])plic'd for an allowance, 
blit <]jot' no reply. They have written to me to ap])roael\ the benign Gov- 
ernment to see if someth in^ij eoiild lx* done. This is one of th.e letu rs. 

I read the other day in tlie ne\vspaia.*rs that the ^(-ntlrman vvlio controls 
the destini^'s of this nation, Sir Samuel TToare. saifl in tlu‘ House of 
roimnons that tiu* allowance j^Tanterl to these detenus is Sf^mething 
scandalous. I. can give particulars to this iroiise, and if Hoiioura])lo Mem- 
bers make an uvera.gc* of the monthly allowaneos that ar(i Rrant(‘d to ibese 
detenus, tliey will find that the amount of allowance is seandalous in more 
ways than one. The author of the scMiidaloiis siatoment said in llu? House 
of (k)irnnons Ihab hv aiiKUiding the ]>cngal Grlminal Law Aniendmeni 
Act, they will ]>rovide in future instead of money being paid; the detenus 
should l)e paid in kind, i.c., grain and eloilu-s. and consideration should 
he made to reduce tin- allowances wluai they had otlier sources of income. 
Tin* detenns may havi* lands. Ihit if \oii lake away ilie men who support the 
fnmily, w ho w ill (-am ihe money for iheir dt pendants and who will 
cultivate hi.> laiwls;’ On tlu' re])ort ol ilu* po!i(*e the HoMouralde the Home 
.\h‘mhi‘r and his staff will decidt* tiial Ihen^ is so imicli of ineomo and so 
tin detenu should uo( he given any allow'an(*e. bestow ing no thouglit for a 
irioment <>n the fact thaj there is nobody to look after iht* ’detenus t stale 
or tt) cultivate his lands. Sir, I know' for certain that ihe allowances 
graiit(‘fl to ihest* poor families do \\o\ , in 8(1 or 00 per cent, of cas(‘s. exceed 
Hs. \i month. 

'I’here is anolh(*r hdter alumni another detenu who is also in Peshaw'ar. 
n’hey :ir(^ giv(*n .m ineagn* dit*! allowance of one rupet* per head which is very 
insutVi(‘i(‘nt to ged tln-mseivos properly nourished. 'I'hey an- alldw'ed asso- 
(‘iataai with nobody and kept in complete segre-gation. 'The Government 
of India have passed ca-ders allowing them oiit-door games, hut still they 
(•annot have them for want «>f accounnodatiou. The Peshawar jail is so 
very ov('r()«)j I•^•^1(‘d and ('ongested \',\ ordinary convicts that i-Vi n an inch 
of land is rot available for iliese prisoners to have out-door games in. 
They are sufferiug a lot lor want of lleiigali cook and Hengali food. Their 
letters, both incoming and outgoing, fire deUivt-d hv tli(» Hengal f. II. to 
gel ila-m eenson-d for siadi ;i long period that tliev take between :'.t) to 25 
(Ifiys to refieli lln-ir destimilion C)iher grii‘\ances are also slated h.e»e, 
Mild Ihcv fisk ilnit 1 slu^idJ bring these lnattl*r^> to the nolicr* ol Govern- 
UK-ni. 'rin-re are excellent rub's, jnul it satisfies iny friends to hear that 
then* are faeililii s for tlie detiMius to have out-dovri* gfunes. Hut who wiU 
exfuniiw' wlualier there is any spaci* avaihthle for an\ g.-mies, not to ^peak 
of (wiloloor gfmii’sV k’roin my ]'ersonal experience 1 can sfi\ that political 
]>risouers are eonrnu'd l<> one yard ;md are not allowed to go Ix-youd a 
parliimlar space in that \fird. That tells very lu';ivil\ upini the nervous 
^.VRtem of any iiHlividn.al, and llteri' shonld h(' f;u*ililii's uy transi'er them 
ROW' find again, hut tiu'se things they will all he de]>rived of. 1 also made 
it clear tlnil by alhiw’ing tluan interviews with their relations, \ou will 
be able to put them in i\ proper fnime of mind. One (la\ v*ni shfdl have 
to lot off these detenus hecanse tliere is no eoiwietion against tiieny It 
t^Ofiy h(' 10, 15 or 20 \ears, but some day you will have ii> rolofist' them. 
Should not Govornmcni di'sire tliat they should he eonteniod citizens eveii 
afterwards? By the ])ivsent system of treatment, imly bitterness is in- 
creased, and that was the reason why I was all along pressing that 
measure like this should not be passed. I find in to-day's paper that in 
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Allahabad a Irea in Alfred Park under which Chandrasekliar Azad, a re- 
volutioiiarv suspect, was killed last year, has been cut down. I have no 
object ion t(> their cuttini^ down 'a tree and having venj^eance on a ])articulai- 
man. who is dead by sucli iniUKvnt rnoaus, but these measures are not so 
innocent and hannh^ss, lliouf^h short and simple they (*crtainly are. Wo 
tried our best to .ij[et some of these aniendmenls ])assed, hut, as 1 said in 
the very hc^inniii", (lovernment would not. accept any of them. I think 
onr Leaders and De])uty Leaders have now hecn disillusioned in find ini,' 
that, however reasonahle it may be, once (^lOvernnumt are sure that llio^ 
can carry certain measures, they will not care for our views. As regards 
this law heiniT aceepted hy the Bengal Councir, T can say that ihi^ first 
time when it came up in 1925, the Bengal Council, against all (‘onvention, 
refused even to acci'pt the introduction of tlu‘ Hill. And now you know 
how. after thi‘ boycott hy thi‘ Congress, soiiu' of these I’ouindls and Assem- 
blies have been constituted. I have carefully gone througli tht? division list 
here. If all the Honourable Mt‘mhers liad taki‘n tlu' trouble to attend, 
then' would have been no difficulty in passing all these aniendnu'nts. The 
(Tovcrnniem and nominated Members and J5uro])eans ari‘ solidly pn'soiit 
r do not like to rearl tin' names, but I know that with ail the ])atr()nagf 
ajid power that the (lovernment (‘ontrol, they can easily carry through 
any measure tlu‘V like. It is not an idle thing that other dt'm(X*rMti»* 
(-lovenimt n! ai‘e against tlie c'onfermcnt of any tith‘s. I do md say amthing 
particularly against anybody, hut this divi^imi li<t shows tliat ev('n if all the 
Memi)<a< on <mr sidi* ('art‘d to atttmd, \vt‘ could carry everything. Bui it 
is not difficult for (Toveniment to earr\ tlirough what they llki*. willi all 
the j)(u, rand ])ationage which tluw (*ommand. lint that is no r.ason why 
they should not concc'de the roasonabk* tmumdments from tlu' Opposidtai. 
With the sensi' (^f duty which actuated us, we tried to put Indore (hjcta'ii- 
mcnl all rea^-oiiahle amendments for tlicir acceptance, ])iit we have imt 
succee»led in doing anything, nor shall wa* he able to throw out this Bill an 
the third naiding. Ihu w'c owe it to onr country Miai w e should make ear 
op])usition T*' this measure clear. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir: .Mr. Pn'sidiait, from ’the vi-rv hegimiing th< iv 
havt* l)«*en >oinr nonourai)le Members of ll)is House who opposed thv; 
principle of the Bill, but it must not be forgotten, and I do not think 
we can forget, that the Bill was sent to a Select Committee, tlial iho 
Chairman of that Select Committee was the loader of the largest jjarly 
in this House, and that there were other Honourable MeiidKU-s on lii l 
S'-leci Coiiii!!'1 tci-. It is to h«* presnnifd that — it may Ix' imwillingl\ 
or it may be unwittingly — they did accept the principle of the. Bill. 
And I would be the last to rake up old history as to what that vei^uB 
really contained, and who it wms that drcAv attention to sonu' of ili^‘ 
weak points in tliis Bill. It is past history, and I do not, desire a( 
late stage to f)pen up old wounds. But, Mr. President, T cannot refrnni 
from ex pressing 7ny hnmhle opinion as to the. wfiv novemmont have 
managed tins Bill. They were fully aware of the position; they 
fully aware of the fact that in the past, Legislative Assenihlies had lhr(n^Tl 
out '-imilar iriei^siires. They were giv*'*!! eonsid^'rahh' »uu'onrag<'ineai. 
tlx urexait neeasion hy the appointment of a Seh'.ct rominitiee and tm- 
i»t*isonm 1 of the Seleet r^ommittee. But T regret to find iha-. 
instead of trying to kill the bitterness in tlie hearts of some of my 
able friends, such as Mr. Neogy and Mr. Mitra, tlic}’^ at this finn 
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stage have been instrumental in eucouraging the bitter speeches that we 
have just heard. It was in their power, it was in their hands, to so- 
act Biid to so speak as to have giv(.‘ii some consolation to some of my 
Honourable friends who had very strong opinions from the beginning. 
What was the demand made by this House and by some of my Honour- 
able friends? That two or three relatives should be allowed to visit these 
detenus when they loft the province of Bengal and that they should 
he supplied with tin? means to enable them to visit these detenus, pro- 
vided always they w'ere tno poor to do so. Was that an extravagant 
demand to make/ It was refused; and nobody was more surprised to 
find the refusal coming from my Honourable friend bir James Crerar 
than myself. Although I have had some experience of (government, 

J am unable 1 (j .s(‘e tile point of relusiiig lliat demand. Mr. Jh’esident, 
when Honourable Members address this House, they do not address 
merely Honourable Members on the Government J^enelies or a few humble 
individuals* like ourselves ; they arc addressing the whole of India, and 
when the whole of India notices and secs that, although the Legislative 
A:-s(‘iribly was pi*c|»ar(’d to assist tia* Government, a modest demand 
was tnrmal (hiwn, do (lovennnt*ni to gci public support? Again 

today all that this side of the House wanted was tlmt the officials of the 
Bengal Government should follow' the provisions of their own Act, and 
that if they did not. there sliouhl be an appeal to the High Court. If the 
Government of India or tlie Government of Bengal do not desire any 
appeal against an infriiigcuicnt of llu‘ir own Act, w'hy did they take the 
trouble of j)utting in any provisions at all into the local Act? They might 
have had an Act wutli two or throe lines, giving them powder to arrest 
anybody, adopt any procedure without challenge from anybody. Although 
I tried to follow' my Honourable friend, very closely, as to his argument 
with regard to section 4 of tia; local Act, I regret — I may be dense — 1 
was miabh' to understand it; and my point is this: the point that was 
ri!)p]iMs;is(*(l 1)\ mv I I«)Uourablc fric*iid, Diwan JhBiadur Bamaswami 
Miidaliar, that it is not Acts of this character that are really going to 
MMiip out terrorism; such AetN will only stamp out terrorism if they 
have got public o])inion boliind them. These Acts w'ill only stamp out 
terrorism, not only from Bengal but prevent it spreading to other provinces, 
if tlie people really believe that (iovcriiinent in wliatever action they 
take are reasonable and are prepared to take the public into their con- 
fidence and are prepared to concede here and there a point which this 
Bide of the House and the public think are of importance. But wffien 
(lovernnu'iit (^>1110 foi'ward with an iirporaiit measure of tin's sort and 
find that they have a (considerable measure of support, they go on quibbling 
over small points, allowing the debate to go on for hours, and then go 
into the division lobbies and defeat this side of the House. T am not 
surprised that the bitterness on this side increases and will increase all 
^ver the country. A"ou w'ant imagination. Sir (Laughter) .... 

Mr. President: Surelv Ilu' HoiKmrahle Aremher can hear in mind the 
nse of the pronoun “they*' when he w'ishes to refer to Government. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: If T do not address yon, ATr. President, I am 
pulled up; and if T address you, yon smile. I say deliberately *‘yoii": 
'vhon T have to address the Honourable Afembors opposite T am told I 
■»riURt a(idross ilio Obair and it is a very ordinarv tbincr to do. ATr. Prosidemt, 
you want imagination: and von want a little foresight. A'onr horizon 
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has to be a little wider than it seems to be; and if Cloveriirnent would 
have only taken a more humane line in this Jlill, there might have been 
no debate on the third reading, and 'iny Honourable friend Sir James 
Crerar might have been spared the bitter speeches that have been made, 
and ^\iil again be made, on this side of the House. India is not going 
to bo ruled like this. India is a sentimental country; India is a most 
grateful country. If you will treat with disrespect all sentiment because 
jV'ou may sometimes have logic on your xoii will not succeed. After 

all, with many castes and witli main (maals, sentiment goes furtlier than 
logic. By all means stick to your principles. By all means see that you 
do what you conscientiously believe is right 

Mr. President: If the Honourable Member will only say “they"’ 
instead of “you", he will .be quite in order. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: 1 am sorry; but it is you who insisted on it: 
you have betai a Member of Cjovernment yourself, Sir, and 1 trust yon 
have got plenty of (‘xpcirienee 

Mr. President: if ihe Honourable Meml)er will accustom himself lo 
the list* of the word “tlu‘y*’ he would be (piite all right. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: 1 am sorry to offend your feelings: I havt^ no 
intention of doing so; I w'ill now talk of the (rovernment only and leavii 
you out. If Government would only meet this ‘side of the House on. 
after all. small points, they would, L hoTU'slly l)(*lieve, g(M the support of 
this House in an important measure of this sort. Even my friend, Mr. 
Neogy, has repeatedly said that he is against the terrorist movement, 
and ('an anybody imagine otherwise? Ibit wliat havfi you done witli tliis 
friend of mine, Mr. Xeogy ? T pick him out as an example 

An Honourable Member: lv\anjj)le of what? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: By conceding twf> small amendments you \vonW 
have had Mr. Neogy on your side 

Mr. President: TIu; Honourable ^rember lias again got into his 
old habit. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Tlie Oovemmont would have Imd Mr. Neogy as 
a siloni supporter. The object of my rising to speak is this: that F trust 
that, although my Honourable friend, Sir James Crerar, whom T have 
known for many years, will leave this country, T do hope and trust thnf: 
the debate on this Bill will at least bo a lesson to those who vi rnaiu- 
Here was a glorious opportunity for Government thrown away, a glorious 
opportunity to have got the support of this Honourable House for 
measure wliich past Assemblies had refeeted. That opportunity T regret 
to find, has been lost and although he will g("t liis Bill he. will noty gri- 
the real whole-heaited support of this Honourable House : and wJuit 
much more important, he will not have the sympathy or the support 
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of moderate men outside this House all over the country, who, they 
follow this debate can only come to the conclusion — porhM2)s a wrong 
conclusion, but the oiil> possililc^ (^oueliisiou — namely, ihnt \vli(‘n (ioverii- 
inent find that they have a e.ertain amount of su2)i^ort, of whatever 
character it may be, they arc determined to carry even siriall amendments 
to a division and defeat the Oi)position. Sir, that is a very very harmful 
iiMj)ressi()n lo giv('. ii ojily .uhls, as frienfl, Mr. Miira, snid, to the 

demand that there should be crjinplete Dominion Status. That is the 
real remedy for this sad state of affairs, and I df) hope and trust that, 
when Government bring forward a measure of this sort again, and expect 
to get, as they did get in the beginning on this occasion, the support of 
tills H(>iis(‘, tliev will eon(*e(U‘. Iio\\(‘ver luiieh they may disagree, small 
points, points which really do not affect the i)rinciple of the Bill, such 
as paying a few' rupees to detenus to have their relatives visit lliom and 
things of that kind, and se(‘Ui*c at legist the whole-lieavled sui)p(>rt of 
men who have a desin^ and always desire to w»rk with Government, 
to co-operate with Governrnenl, for the liappiiu'ss and contentmi nt of 
the people of this country. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Ihugal: European): Sir. unliki* my friend. Sir 
(lowasji Jehangir, I was not particularly struck h\ the hitterpess of Mr. 
Mitra's spi*ech. On the contrary, it \Vi\< tin; sincerity of that speech 
which produc(‘(l a lunch greater impression upon nun and which for the 
rivsi tinu* made me wish to say something in this debate and to attempt 
to put before iny Hojunirahle friend auotlua* point of view. When he \vas 
s|n‘aking, I fi'it that to sciiiu* I nndorslood wlial he was feeling 

{tiul on on(‘ occasion when lie said that unein]do\ mint and the hopeless 
economic outlook of tlie >oung men were responsible for a great deal of 
t-hi trouble, I was in most profound agreement with him. Hut. Sir, he 
dirl speak as if this Bill rejiresenied the whole policy before the country 
which Great Britain had to offer, .aud lie said that we need something 
more statesmanlike. Surely my TTonourahle friend is aw’are that this Bill 
docs not represent )n)lii-y at all. It i^ nieivly an unpleasant necessity. Ho 
must be aware tliat a vi*rv large and ."I aU*sinanlike rfftirt is being made to 
settle tlie whole of tin’s dinienlty. He must he aware of the Round Table 
Conference; he must ho aware of all the sincere efforts t-hat are now’ being 
made to got some form of agreement firstly between India and Great 
h’itain and secondly hctwi*en all the different conflicting interests in this 
oiintrv, in order that w’e shall a])proach that Dominion Status 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Has the Honourable Afeniber read Mr. Benthall’s 
tatonient wliieh has been recently published in the Press on this ques- 
ion ? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Yes, I have; hut T do not see how^ it arises in this 
‘miTic'i'tion ai all. 


Mr, K. 0. Neogy: It does arise; we question the sincerity on the part 
d your eoniinunity. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: On the i»ontrarv, T cannot see that it has the 
relovnne(\ (Lauglitcr from the Nationalist Benches.) I would 
mt it to niy friend, Mr. Mltra, that the f-en-orists, — and T welcome very 
*trouglv his own expression of view^ with regard to terrorism, — would 
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put it to him that their prograiiiiiie, I'ar iiioro than this Bill, is desiguu<J 
to prevent the operation of that larger state.smanship. In spite of whui 
Biwan Bahadui’ Mudaliar said this liiorning, it is not true that we on 
these Benches, any inoro than any one else, welcome legislation of this, 
character, but wi‘ are still waiting for any one to show us how terrorisiu 
can be dealt with if it is not to be dealt with sternly. And when Air. 
]\eog 3 talks about vengeance, and violence. 1 will ask him and my friend 
Air. Alitra to reniciuber, in regard to that larger policy of statesmanship, 
that when last year J^ord Irwin and tlu* (’ongress as represented b\ 
Mahatmaji came to an agreement and i1 was hoped that tile prospects 
for that eon.strnetive l)olie\ of statesmanship wer(‘ going to be rendered 
imnieasurably fairi r, the re.sult was the greatest outbreak of violence and 
terrorism that has been st‘en in this generation 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Vhat about tlu* oth. r si(h‘ (d' the sliieldV Ollh-ial 
terrorism ? 


Mr. Arthur Moore: (Jlhcial terrorism on tliat (K*i-asion, as far as 1 know, 
was represented by the release of all political j)ris()iu‘rs except those wlio 
were delinitid;, connected with violence and whom it was (‘onsiderod 
impossible in the interests of tlu* pnblit‘ security to n'h'asc. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: WluU aboni tlu* Black and dans in Chittagong 
organised by your eommuiiity? 

Mr. Arthur Moore** 'riie Hononrabli* Member is itiaking allegatioiif- 
,whicli 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy; Which I am prepared, to ‘^llbsl ant iale ontsiile lliis 
House. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Al\ friend is taking up a very dilfereiit attitude 
from that taken up by m> friend Air. .Mitra. Now, Diwan Ihdiadiir 
Mndal’ar .said this morning .something very tnu*. which I think we all 
agree with, that what is really required is vocal. (*nergetic, oper.itivc 
public ofiinifai. A.nd If yon look for expressimis of that opinion, the two 
most hopeful signs that 1 have anywhere seen on the hmd/.on arc tirst tli<‘ 
fact tliat tlu* Beiigil Council. — on wliich Mr. Neogy ju^nred derision— did 
by a very large majority give tlu* neeessan powers I'o]* dealing with 
terrorism, and did pa.s.s the Bill wliieh this is designed to supplement; 
and secondly the fact that the Opposition, when this Bill came before 
them, sluinkl liave taken up sneli a respon.^ilde attitude and should Iimvc 
.« 2 ent the Bill to the Select Coinmitteo, and in Select Committee sliould 
have handled it ns they did. Those, I think, were moves in the vt'rv 
direction which Diwan Bahadur Afndnlinr desires. But when it comes to 
a series of amendments which do vitally affect the Bill, T think wo have 
got to ask ourselves what it is we are dealing with and to remember flint 
if the Bill is to achieve its object, it must he aide to cope with terrorism. 

Mr. Banga Iyer talked with scorn of dead documents. But dend 
documents are 1)etter than dead men; and when wo are considering amcno- 
ments, the general effect of wliich is to promote appeals to the ^ 
and reference to courts, however miudi we alwavs dislike interfeiyng wu 
habeas corpus ^ we must recognise that in Bengal the most definite terroriB 
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IQ07** at present is the move to terrorise the courts. 1 will give three 
examples. In Calcutta recently we have had a Judge murdered in open 
Court. We have had a witness murdered, and only yesterday in Calcutta 
the prosecutor in the case that arose out of the murder of Ahsanullah 
Khan was seriously wounded and an attempt was made on his life . • . • 

Mr. S. 0. Ultra: By his own nephew. It was not a poUtieal case. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Ihat 1 think at any rate shows that the Courts are 
an object of intiiuidation. 1 think we have got to keep our eye after all 
on the principle of this Bill, and however unpleasant it is, and however 
much we may dislike it, we cannot really deny to ourselves that in the 
present situation of the country the Government are justified in asking 
for these powers. 

Mr. Aniar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 

I cannot compliment the Members on the Treasury Benches either on their 
heads or their hearts for a measure like this. As regards the heart, I 
think the less I say the better, and y3robably if I were to tell the truth it 
might not he palatable. When my Honourable friend Sir James Crerar 
is leaving us for good, I shall not be hard upon him; in fact, in my heart 
of hearts I have great respect for that gentleman, but I feel that there 
is something wrong with his head. (Laughter.) When he introduces a 
small Bill like this with a Statement of Objects and Bcasons, I 6nd that 
there are certain objects mentioned in the Bill and there may be certain 
other objects hidden behind, but I do not find any reasons for the Bill. 
If it be urged that Honourable ilemberg initiating legislative measures in 
this House are not bound to give reasons, I have nothing to say. The 
practice has alwavs been to give a Statement of Objects and Reasons, and 
with respect to clause 2 I do not find any reasons given for the same, only 
the object has been mentioned. And what is that object? To send the 
detenus far away from their own province. In paragraph 3 of the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, we find this: 

“ClaiiFe 2 of the Pill empowers the L<H'al Government ” 

Are VTG students of the lower classes that we could not understand the 
plain meaning of ’the following words? 

— *‘Glau8e 2 of the Bill enumw'er'j the Local Government with the previous sanction 
of the Grivernor General in Conrcil. to make an order eommittine to enstodv in a jail 
outside Bengal any person against whom an order under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 2 
of the local Act might be made.*’ ^ 

I do not think that they wanted onlv to paraphrase clause 2 of the Bill, 
and even if it be taken as a paraphrase, T hes: to submit that the para- 
phrase is less understandable than the provisions of olaiiso 2. I searched 
for the statements of reason asiain and again ; I did not find any reasons 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and after the Bill emerged from 
the Seleet Committee no reasons were mven and I had to run down to the 
Notice Office to get a copy of the Bill as it was introduced to find what 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons was, but I could not find any 
reasons for clause 2. That shows with what intelligence this Statement 
of Objects and Reasons was prepared, and further with what intelligence 
the provisions of the Bill have been drafted. T think the Members of 
this Legie^ature have some sense of responsibility, and thev also know 
what provisions of law are for the best interests of the country. If any 
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cf iis deny that, at least the elected Members of the House would be 
stultifying themselves. It may bo in the interests of the Government to 
deny it, but probably in their heart of hearts they do not believe that We 
are not watchful of the best interests of our country. If that be so, then 
this attempt to thrust this unpalatable Bill down our throats, this 
rather &ugar coated Bill 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Where is the sugar? There is no sugar in it. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: My Honourable friend says there is no sugar. 
It is for the Honourable Sir James Crcrar to supply it. Be that as it 
may,* we are unable to swallow this Bill because of the outrageous pro- 
visions in it, and the Bill is not so innocent as my Honourable friend 
wants to make us believe. Instances are not rare — ^in fact, it is a matter 
of every dav occurrence — turn over the pages of the newspapers — mean 
the censored news that is only allowed by the Government to come out — 
turn over the pages of the newspapers, and you will find that people 
acquitted bv coui’ts of law, where they bad boon hauled up under false 
charges — otherwise thev would not have been ncquitted~by the rnwruidoTis 
of my Honourable friends opposite — where tbev have been aenuifted. as 
soon as thev come out of the coui*t room, within the court precincts, thev 
are immedia.telv arrested and detained. (Mr. S. C. Mi^rn \ “For 
This is a worse uunishment than what the courts could have inflicted. T 
mav be permitted through vou to addres?^ my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Arthur Moore, the representative of the Anglo-Indian community 
(Laughter) 


An Honourable Member: Colonel Gidncy is the representative of flic 
Anglo-Indian community, not Mr. Moore. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: From my early years I have known by Anglo- 
Indians those Englishmen who come to India to cam their living. Only 
recentlv the Eurasians, as we used to call them, adopted the description 
of Anglo-Indians and I beg to be excused, if inadvertently T have used 
a description which is no longer used by Mr Moore’s community. I 1)C‘: 
to remind him when he pleaded for respect for the- iudgments of courts 
of justice, that the Government have little or no respect for the courts 
of justice. Judges who are paid bv your Government, as soon as ihey 
acquit the accused of the very charges. — trumped up charges, fnlsc 
charges in many instances— as soon as the. men leave the court room 
and before they have left the court-precincts, you at once catch hold of 
them and inflict upon them far worse punishment than what the courts 
could have inflicted, namely, you transport them 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has to ho repeatedly rctnind- 
ed to address the Chair. 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Government at once baninben tbem. transports 
them to places like DeoJi. (Mr. ft. C. Mitra: “For nn indefinite p'cn'od")- 
and for an indefinite period. T can well understand a conviction for six 
moutbe, two years or five years. T can count my days, months and yoat® 
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and look forward to the date of my release, but in this case by the 
indefiniteness of the term of punishment, the Government add another 
agony to the punishment itself. That being so, I think the Honourable 
Member has not been able to give suihcient reasons for the enactment 
of clause 2. 

Sir, the Government think that we are children who cannot see through 
the game. During the long years that we have been here, 1 have often 
felt uncertain whether it was at all useful for us to remain here or not. 

1 know that my friend Sir Lancelot Graham will not allow me to go 
away. Probably they want that we shall voice forth some sort of weak 
opposition so that they can enact any measure they like. In the Bengal 
Council they had in the Opposition, men like Mr. N. K. Bose, Dr. 
Naresh Chandra Sen-Gupta and Mr. B. C. Chatterjee. Their voices 
were the voices of those crying in the wilderness, and the Bill there w'us 
passed with the aid of flunkeys and jo-hukums of the Bengal Council. 
They know in their heart of hearts that the Bengal Legislative 
Council is not really representative of the best intellect or patriotism 
of our countrymen. Sir James Crerar said that the major issue in Bengal 
was the exisience of a grave situation; grave situation for whom — for 
the ill-clad and half-fed people of the villages? If by grave situation, 
Sir James Crerar means grave situation for the handful of foreigners 
who happen to bo at present to rule the destinies of the province, I deny 
that. They are safely lodged in the Government House and Port William 
and there is no necessity for legislation like this. 

Sir, 1 shall try to bo as brief as possible. The Honourable the Home 
Member referred to the immediate responsibility of the authorities, 
liesponsibility for what? My friend Mr. Arthur Moore side-tracked the 
subject and ilivertedour aUeiitioii to uaemploymcnt and economic iroubics. 
These things were there even before this trouble. Sir, you possess a 
yast degree of imagination, and even if a portion of it had filtered down 
to my Honourable friends over there, they would not adopt the metnous 
which they are pursuing at the present iiioinent. The real question 
before the country is the autocracx of the Govermnent, and it has been 
well put by a young graduate girl whom if I call her a martyr you will 
probably come down on me, but if L read her statement that was solemniy 
made before a court of justice, when she was being tried for her very 
life, I think that Government if ihcy have any imagination left will 
formulate other methods to grapple with the so-called revolutionary 
menace. TTiis is what Miss Jliua Das stated before the High Court, 
and it contains in a nutshell tlie political faith of young India: 

“1 confess I liriul at ilis Kxt’elloiK'y the Governor on tlio last Convocation Gay at 
the Senate House. 1 hold myself enluely re.^ponsibio for it. My object was lo die, 
^ nobly lighting against the desixjtic sy^stem ot Government, which 
has kept my country in perpetual subj^Htioii to its infinite sliamo and endless suffer- 
aig — and fighting in a way which cannot but toll. 

I fired at tho Governor impelled by niy love for my count ly which is being rejiressed 
and which I attempted to do for tho sake of my country, was a groat violence jii ray 
own nature too. But 1 am glad that tho life of Sir Stanley .Jackson has been 
saved by Providence and that Lady Jackson and her children have been spared their 

terrible misfortune and 1 am glad 1 have attained my oud without loss of life I 

can only place here the statt^ of iny mind which led me lo do this act, which, I 
was an outrage on my nature and a severe injustice to tho family to which 
f bdong and the institution where 1 was having luy education, an iiistitirtion which 
dearly and exercised the highest influence on my life and character and 
^hmn I looked upon with all regard duo to a mother, but tho love of my country 
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WM always aapreme in my mind and- 1 f«lt very de^y in my heart the condition oi 
my country. * ^ 

I had been thinking — la life worth living in an India so subjected to wrong, 
and continually groaning und^r the tyranny of a foreign Government or U it not better 
to make one’s supreme protest against it by suffering one’s life away. Would not 
the immolation of a daughter of India and a son of England awaken India to the 
sin of its acquiescence of its continued state of subjection and England to the in. 
iquities of its proceedings. This is the one question that kept thundering at the 
gates of roy brain like an incessant hammer-blow that could neither be muffled nor 
stilled. 

My sense of religion and morality is not inconsistent with my sense of political 
freedom. I believe that a person who is politically slave cannot realise God, who is 
the spirit of Freedom and I have held, tlmefore, that political freedom is originally 
connected with religion and* morality, and. there ought to be no conflict between them. 
In fact, I feel in the heart of my heart that the best and the divine in humanity 
cries in revolt against all forms of tyranny in this world. 

Political freedom, religion and moral ideals should therefore be blended together 
into one harmonious whole, and the subject races inhabiting this globe sbouli be 
politically free. It was for the purpose of bringing this fact home to the thinkers in 
India and other countries that I selected, as my field of action, the Convocation Hall 
of my sacred Alma Afater/* i 

Sir, read her statement, go through it, think over it. This is not the 
statement of a demagogue, but that of a girl brought up in the best 
traditions of a Hindu household, educated in one of the finest institutions 
in Calcutta. With all the fervour and goodness and love of humanity 
in her, she fires a fatal shot and then, when her fatal shot does not 
succeed, she is not only content but glad. 1 (to not know .whether, with 
your mentality, you will be able to appreciate the spiritual meaning of her 
statement. If you can, then 1 think India's salvation is near at hand, 
and you and I shall be able to walk hand in hand in this sacred land for 
many a long year to come. It is not our desire to expel you from 


Hr, President: 1 must again remind the Honourable Member to address 
the Chair: 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: 1 am sorry, Sir. Sir, it is not the desire of 
the Indians to expel the Britisher from India. It cannot be their desire, 
having regard to their religious teachings. 

! 

Mr. N. M. Joehi: What has religion to do with that? ^ 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: I hope, Sir, it is not their desire also to blot 
us out of existence. If that be so, we should adopt measures .which 
appeal to the reason of both the communities. Sir, the other day we 
were told that this very Assembly passed a Bill like this. Sir, a state- 
ment like that, coming from the official Benches, pains me very much. 
In fact a Bill like this was refused by the Assembly, while it was passod 
by the elders in the Council of State. Sir, I do not wish to show, 
section by section, how this iniquitous Bill can be made to oppress sod 
tyrannise over the youth of Bengal. I wish for its total rejection; snd. 
Sir, in doing so I think I can do no better than appeal to the Honourable 
Member — ^because 1 believe he has a warm heart inside, however rough 
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his exterior may be. (Laughter.) I feel today, Sir, the supreme necessi^ 
of the lessons of those silent musters of humanity who realise the highest 
destinies of human life, and yet remain for ever the beacon-lights far, 
far away from the maddening crowds* ignoble strife to show the struggling 
way farers which way lies the path. 

Sir, in this Assembly we have cfirried on for years nothing but ignoble 
strifes; we deluded ourselves that we were securing liberties and pro- 
tecting rights for our own people. Sir, my name has been associated 
with several attempts to repeal that antiquated, rusty weapon for suppres- 
sing human liberty, I mean Regulation III of 1818. Compared with 
that Regulation, what is today being attempted to be passed as law is 
bub the bare skeleton of a cowardly autocracy, shorn of all flesh and 
blood of decency and form, to make that skeleton presentable as a human 
institution! Regulation III of 1818, Sir, recognizes# the status of aa 
individual, as apart from the State, and the duty of the State to main- 
tain life and relationship of the family and dependants of the unfortunate 
individual detained. Now, the Government are going to pass a law to 
proclaim before the world that in India, Indians have no status, no separate 
right to live, and no relations either, by birth or marriage, as against 
the will of a few Englishmen who like to enjoy the game of football 
with human life and libei*ty ! Sir, if this be callecl a law, I do not know 
what negation of law is. I know that a parallel to this terrorising auto- 
cracy may be found in the history of the Czars of Russia, but I have 
yet to learn that there is a theory of jurisprudence anywhere on earth 
which legalises and sanctions otlicial terrorism in the way in which this 
Bill attempts to make ])lay things of human liberties in the name of 
maintenance of law and ordei*. Sir, Sir Samuel Hoare complacently 
chuckles, at a safe distance, over the drastic and severe nature of the 
Ordinances, and ns the bandmai-^ter calls the tune, namely, to do away 
with the scandal of detenus allowances, his pipers here are playing the 
same song. “Vengeance is mine’*, says the Lord in Olympia, and his 
angels of the heaven-born service say, “Amen“ I And they bring in a 
piece of legislation, — they say to supplement, or to complement, or to 
implement, what is nothing but an instrument of vengeance in the hands 
of the powers that bo. Sir, what was standing in the way of the use of 
that instrument? The public opinion of Bengal, the vigilant alertness 
of Bengali society, the healthy, responsive nerves of the collective Bengali 
luindl In the presence of that feature in Bengal, the bullies moved the 
heaven of the India Council and the earth of Delhi, — and hero, lo, is 
this Bill. 1 am not, Sir, addressing these words to those Members of 
this House whose vision is blinded by the passions of the hour. \Vhat 
1 am concerned w’ith is the attitude of some of my countrymen hero who 
Would falter and fail to play the man at this critical juncture of this 
country’s history. I would nnplore them, Sir, to realize, even now, the 
significance of associating this Assembly with this measure of pure 
tyranny. Sir, the Joint Parliamentary Coipmittee appointed to consider 
the Montagu-Chclmsford scheme proclaimed that it was no reproach to 
it that the Government of India was autocratic. It is autocratic even, 
^ s^y* Sir, after the Montagu reforms#. There is nothing in the consti* 
tution to prevent the Government from keeping either their prisoners or 
their under-trials, or any class of people, under their absolute autocratic 
?^®y, anywhere they like, under whatever conditions they like, either 
lu Deoli or in Timbuctoo. They come before you. Sir, to enable thexa 
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to do so ; why ? Because — because — as some well-known modem thinkers 
have said — “Pretence is the key to modem civilization*' — ^Pretence is 
the price which vice pays to virtue. Pretence, Sir, is the mask, which 
reason seeks to put on, to cover the hideousness of cowardice. 

Therefore, Sir, the only issue before this House is — whether we would 
help this sham pretence to succeed, or whether we w^ould, as true sons 
of oiu* motherland, stand up for the great immutable eternal principles 
of humanity, sympathy and bare justice? These detenus have done. Sir, 
nothing wrong wdthiii the purview and scope of any written or unwritten 
code or penal code, except this, that they arc sensitive nerve-centres o{ 
the collective mind of Bengal. I admit, a blow on these centres agonises 
the whole of my province. 1 can also admit that, far away in the lonely 
desert of Deoli, 99 per cent, of the detenus, or perhaps 999 out of one 
thousand of them, may submit to cow^ardice. Jiut what about the re- 
maining one? I ask my friends hero to pause for a moment and give a 
reply themselves. The memories of our ignoble strife here in this Assembly 
will be forgotten, the revolt of cowering power, seeking j^retence, .will 
recoil on itself, the exigencies of political holmobbing will be obliged to 
find its grovelling level — in the presence of the One individual, who would 
revive the history of liberty, honour and courage. Practically for the 
last 25 years, Bengal has been chosen to bear the travails of a new birth. 
In this legislation, my friends hero have only one alternative to adopt — 
to watch in solemn pause and welcome the hivtli and not to add to the 
sufferings of humanity, and therefore to tlirow^ out this Bill, and thereby 
to prove true to your countrymen. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (Lucknow and Pyzabud Divisions : Muhani* 
inadan liural) : Mr. President, the legislation that is before ihfa House at 
present relates mostly to the Bengal province, and I would like to re- 
mind the House that Bengal is that very province where once the parti- 
tion of Bengal took place. The House very well remembers, and I suppose 
the Go'^emment also remember it very well, how the matter came about 
and how^ it was that it ended. In reply to our Honourable friend Mr. 
Arthur MfX)re wdien he says that the Ilouse has not suggested so far any 
remedy to this terrorist movement, I w'ould like to refer him first of all 
to that incident w’hich happened in India when His Imperial Majesty 
himself came to this country to undo the effects of the partition of Bengal. 
It was that very province which had shown to the Jiritish Govenuneni how 
the people of Bengal could organise themselves and how the people of 
Bengal could rise to the occasion. Sir, if this Bill is passed and if this 
measure is enacted and if this enactment is worked, 1 have absolutely no 
doubt that the people of Bengal will again rise to the occasion and it will 
be a very sad day in the history of India if any of the Royal family has 
to come again to this country to appease the people. I would also remind 
my friend Mr. Arthur Moore how the matter of the Cawnpore mosque was 
settled by one of the greatest JTiceroys of India, and how Lord Irwin bad 
to settle the question with Mahatma Gandhi. Those are the instances and 
those are the ways in which conciliation could come to India, and k'l' 
me tell the Hbuse that it would come in that verj^ way and by no other 
meane. (Applause.) 

Sir, I have, been following continuously for the last four days tho debate 
that has been going on in this House and the trench warfare that has 
been occasioned in tho passing of this drastic legislation. Every clause and 
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every portion of the Bill has been contested. There have been Govern- 
ment cannons and machine guns, but still with small opposition forces in 
the House and with such unanimity that the Opposition could have, they 
have after all been able to carry a very small portion of the Bill in their 
favour. Still the country knows very well how we are constituted. When 
the new constitution comes into bein"^ we hope that this defect will be 
removed and it is then that India will breathe free air. Sir, by this Act 
and by this lefirislation, we are der^riving the detenus of their ordinary 
rights; we are depriving them of their customs and of their manners; 
we are depriving them of their ordinary clothing. If there is a 
Mussalman detenu, then I do not know how he will be able to offer his 
prayers with only one short cloth that is given to him. The onlv remedy 
which I can suggest and which has been suggested by my Honourable 
friends also is the grant of Dominion Status and it should he L^ranted to 
us without the lea&t possible delay, at the least provincial autonomy. The 
statements which my Honourable friends Mr. Mitra and Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt have read out today from a girl in Bengal will show from a detenu’s 
point of view as if she was serving her own country and responding to 
the calls of her country, but all over India, from a different point of 
view, she represented to be an anarehist. Although we* cannot help 
admiring the feelings and sentiments that she has expressed and her 
desire that she would like every eountiwman to come forward and serve 
Ihe cause of the Indian nation, still we cannot like her action and everv 
one denounces that. Sir, this terrorist movement is, of course, confined 
at present to Bengal. But if the ('iiaetmcnts go on iust as they are eoinT 
on now, and if this autocratic way of rule continues, i am bound 
to confess before the (lovernmenj that d’fficiilt tunes may come «and 
other provinces may also adopt the same terrorist attitude. It will th^m 
bo a very tad day for the Government to carry on their administration. 
At present I onlv want to appeal to the Government Benches that the 
administration of the country cannot be carried on in the way in which 
it is being carried on. If no conciliatory Acts are ])assed and if no con- 
ciliatory policy is adopted, I am afraid Government will have to face very 
had days indeed in this land. 

Sardar Harbans Singh Brar (Bast Punjah: Sikh): ]\rr. President. I 
have risen because I have felt on this measure v('rv deeidy since its intro- 
duction. I am reminded of what an ex-Soeretary of State for India has 
said, r mean Mr. Wedgwood Bonn, that the greatest State interest is the 
impartiality of the law. Bv that he meant not the imnaHialitv of our 
Judges and jurors but the imp:n*tiality exhibited hv tlu» Department of 
Bnhlic Proso(Mitiona in the initiation of the proceedings. Sir. he con- 
^^idered it bad enough to start proc’cedings without the rreatest care HL'^ainst 
a person when he had a chance of defending himself in an open court of 
law. wlion he had a chance of cross-examining the prosecution case and 
putting in his defence. But lu»ve hv this measure not onlv has ho none 
of these opportunities; he does not even know what h*’s fanH. is, and what 
U’rong he has done eiiher to the State or to the socH'tv. The onlv reason 
^or depriving him of his liberty for an indefinite, period is a report bv the 
police. The Government are to net on that drama-like story wrtten by 
oiat department of the S’tnte. What the Indian poVee is, we all know, 
'f their statements are to be aecept(\l ns true, it will be very difficult for 
to fihd cases which can ever he described as false, and if they (the 
poheemen) are to be considered as respectable gentlemen, it will be ver\' 
difficult for ns to find the contrary. 
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[Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar.] 

Sir, is it right now, at the time^ when Government are trying to east 
the political situation in this great sub-continent, that they should try tc 
persecute the young men and women in this country ? Is it fair for them 
that they should start in a spirit of vengeance to solve the political situa- 
tion of the country? Nobody in this Hbusci or outbido would support 
terrorism as such. None of us would ever like to lend our support to such 
a movement. But what we feel is that the remedy applied to it is not 
going to prove the proper remedy, but it will prove to be an incentive to 
the movement itself. It will not suppress the movement. When one 
person is detained in prison, it will pr^uce ten to take place. The fact 
that we, the people of the Opposition, are here is a proof of our modera 
tion. Had we been extremists, then our plat?e would have been in Deoli 
or in some other jail. But even our moderate amendments like the one 
that the provisions of this Bill should be complied with have not been 
accepted and that shows the spirit with which the Government are trying 
to persecute the spirit of nationalism. Now. that we have had many i 
battle between the Government and nationalism and that at evei*y time 
conciliation was found to be the only remedy and that repression did not 
succeed, this should have opened the eyes of the Honourable the Home 
Member, now nearing his retirement. He must have realised that it is 
no use trying the old-fashioned quack remedies which, instead of proving 
real remedies, will increase the disease all the more and prove t^ he an 
incentive to the movement which they have at heart to suppress. 

Sir, I feel it with sorrow and I utter it with great reluctance, that those 
measures, these policies and these actions of Government will undo what I 
always loved and valued, namely, the friendship and co-operation of the 
British people with Indians. My five years stay in England brought me 
into contact with the best of Englishmen, from the retired reactionary 
Civilian to the most up-to-date sociali.st of the Glasgow type. Among my 
friends^ I counted Sir ^lichael O’Dwyer and Mr. Maxton. I can say on the 
floor of this House that thev valued my friendship. My views were the 
same as they arc now. I always spoke with the utmost frankness about 
how I felt ebout it, and it was my frankness regarding the political condi- 
tions in India that made even the die-hards like me. T addn'ssed 
meetings there on the Indian political situation. In Scotland at Edinburgh, 
and in Glasgow and even in London. I addressed meetings. Those con- 
tacts with the people there made me love them and love their principles 
of liberty and democratic government, and their jurisprudence that every 
one i» presumed innocent until and unless the contrary is proved. That 
made me admire them. But, alas! lhes*‘ Christian gentlemen who have 
come to the East to give God to the heathens advocating the spirit of 
Christ and to give English jurisprudence to these people in preference k) 
their own mediaeval laws ore now trving to forget those English principles 
and trying io govern this country and direct the destinies of the people lO 
other wavs, all the time professing to lead us to the progressivism of the 
West. This is the inheritance they arc going to leave to the future 
Governments of India, of jurisprudence. Here. I appeal to the heaH or 
the Honourable the Home Member that now that he is going away fron| 
this unpleasant atmosphere of a eoercive Government in Tndi^'. now t ^ 
he is going to that great freedom loving country, to th^t great nation 
which has fought for the freedom and the principle of self-determlnah^J 
of another people In addition to their own, 1 appeal to him that he shouW 
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give the spirit of English jurisprudencie to the. man in the street, to the 
ordinary citizen of the State and even at this late date I appeal to him 
to realise that in the past even in this country repression and coercion 
and persecution have failed as a remedy. On the other hand it has proved 
as an incentive to discontent, and that reconciliation and large min^led- 
no^s of dealing with the problems with a broader outlook have succeeded. 

I appeal to the Honourable the Home Member that he should even now 
(‘onsider the advisability of giving up these measures and these remedies 
for dealing with the most complicated situation. Sir, these regulations 
liave been tried from time almost immemorial and these regulations have 
been on the Statute-book for over a century. This detention without trial 
has not been able to suppress the spirit of nationalism and the spirit for 
liberation of the country from autocracy in that one province of Bengal, 
what to say of in the whole of India. This has been tried in the last 
ceiiiury and it was triexi early in this century but proved of no avail. Is 
i-xperience of no utility, is reason of no benefit to the Members opposite? 
Are they always to be guided by the mere fact that they have a mecha- 
nical majority in this House? Are they only to consider whether a 
inensure is good or had by the fact that they have a standing majority 
due to the presence of the ofiicial block? In that spirit they will not bo 
able to carry out the mission for which they profess to have come here, 
for the mission which they profess to carry out as also the ])lcdges of the 
Sovereign given to India to be a self-governing Dominion within the Com- 
monwealth of the British Empire. It is nothing but a modest demand 
from these Benches that fairness must be shown in all measures to the 
views of those who represent public opinion on the door of this House. 
It is we who have come here to represent the masses, the teeming millions, 
for safeguarding whose ini (‘rests the Honourable Members opposite justify 
their presence within the borders of this land. Is it to their interest that 
they should alienate the {ccling9 of even moderate people by 

adopting incasuro.s whi(.*h men of experience and culture like 

Diwan Bahadur Mudaliar think will not serve as a remedy for the disease 
which the Government are trying to eradicate from the young men of 
.B^‘nL^'d•’ Is it fair that w’ith tlu* Bound Table Conference go*nj on in 
i.ondon, the Consultative Committee in the Viceregal Lodge, the Franchise 
Conimittoo on the rails, we should, on the other hand, instead of appeasing 

the conditions in the country, instead of winning suf»port for the ivfonns 

cnrtjing in lln? near future, forec' tlu' people to feel tha.t thi» Government 
not sliowing their hona fuJea and that the Ciovcrnment are not really 
doing within their inner councils what they are professing to do for the 
betterment of the political condition of the country? In the year 1930 
they wmre feeling in the same strain as now of suppress! nir the national 
spirit., but after a year’s trial tliev came to the conclusion that tin y w'ere 
tired of repression and could pursue it no longer. They thomrht that 
conciliation was the only remedy which could solve the prohhan and save, 
thc' situation. We are not aware of the reasons which again led them to 
^t«art the same old method of solving the problem, namely, repression. 
Early in the year they thought that they would take five or six week!i 
to suppress tho movement and crush the (Tongi-ess. Even now after about 
three months they are not sure whether this period of six w'ceks is not going 
to be extended to ten times that period to enable them to crush the Con- 
&foss. Either today or tomorrow history w’ill repeat itself. Coucirntion 
agam have to be oonsidered ns the only remedy. Why embitter 
feelings? Why prolong the agony? Why not come to grips with the 
JJtuation? The hand of friendship from the Indian side is extended ta 
em, it IS for them to grasp it. 
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Mr. K, Ahmed: Ask for BO per eent*. representation for Sikhs in thi 
services. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: 1 would he ilic Inst person to deny a fai 
share to the coininnnity which my fric^nd Mr. K. Ahmed represents, 
think Hindus, Muhammadans, Christians 

Mr. President: Need the Honourable' -Vlemher pfo into all these quea 
\hm< Mt tliis late hour? 


Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Hveryljody aiul tivery comnninity fools thui 
the situation can <uily he solved by eoneilial ion. Measures like tlu* preseni 
will only add insult to the injury. It will not. in any way stop (dfher th(' 
movement in Benj^al or appease the national situation outside. I appeal 
now to the Honourable the Home Member that history is bound to repeat 
itself. Let them retrace their steps and even now revise their deci&ion and 
not pursue this measure to its logical end and ])ut it on the Statute-book, i 
np{)eaj to him tlial lu‘ should win the sympathy of the young Jiieii in tlu; 
solution of the ])roblt'iu im<l win tlu* heart of India l)efor(» he leaves the 
short's «»f Bombay 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now ho put;. 

Mr. President: The question that the question be put. 

The Assembly divided : 


AYKHSl. 


Acotc., Mr. ^ , 

v\hm:-d Nnwaz Khan, Major Niv.ah. • 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allih Bak.sh Kh.iji Tiwana. Khiui 
Pfahadur Malik. 

.Anklo-sario', Mr. X. X. 

Azi'/uddf'! Ahiirid Rils^rajiii, QcW. 
Haipai, Mr S. 

Bajpai. Mr. 1*. H. ‘ 

Tin nen i , M r. Ha j naray.i » ; 

Tiha'’'r;iv'i Ihn Pahadni I nii«l t : 

•i\ N. 

Bh(ne, The Tlnnotiralth* ^ r 
riow, Ml*. A. 

Cory rave. Mr. W. A. 

Crorar The Ifoijonrahti S>r .h.mes. 
TVdat.'Dr. K. IT . ^ ! 

Pazal 'Han Piraeha. Sha:kn. | 

Kov, Mr. H. 15. 

Krenrh. Mr. J. C. | 

Oidney, Lt.-Ccl. Sir Henry. ; 

Orahnrn. Sir T,^an^’elot. ^ 

f>wvnno, Mr. (\ W. j 

Howell, Sir Evelyn. ^ 

Tshwaran-ii, Xawab Naharsmuji. j 
Jawabar Sin^h. Sardar T^abadnr 
, . Sardar, 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 


Ks'.o 

I) 


i:. 


P.rh.nl.' 


Lai Chaiul, tioiiy. Captain 
Bahadur Cliaudhri. 

Mn^aw. Major (hneral J. W. 
Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mr. (1. 

Mu jiiniflar, S'.’diii’ (.}. X. 
Mukherj»'e, J?ai P.ahailor C 
Ni\nii, Mr. .J. C. 

Noyeo, Sir Krank. 

Pandit, Kao P*al)adiir S 
Pdlai. Mr. X. R. 

Ualiuddin Ahmad. Khi 
Maiiivi. 

KaKhuhir Sin«;b, Kfirnvar. 

Kainy, The Ilniiourahle. Sir (ieor.M 
Kajah, Kao Bahadur M. (T 
Kafna Kao. Diw.iri liahadur 
Kau Mr. P. R. 

Kyan, Mr. 

S.ahi, Mr. Rarri Pri.shad 
S'ehii.ster, Tlio Honourable Sir 
Si-fitt, Mr. -I. Ramsay ^ , 

Sher Mubammiid Kban 
Captain. 

SyUc.s, Mr. K. E. • 

Tin Till, Mr. „ 

W»iihuddin, Khan Bahadur H»j« 
Yamin Khan. Mr. Muhammad- 
Youni;, Mr. O. M. 


\j. 
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TrOE.S— 29. 

Abdul Matin Chaiidhury, Mr. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bhupiit Sing, Mr. 

Biswas, Mr. G. C. 

, Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Ainiir Nath. 

Ourijal, Mr. N. R. 

Harlum.s Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Ifari liiij Swarup, Lala. 

Jsra, ('haiullirv, 

dog, Mr. S. (i. 

Lahiri ( 'h;»ndhiiry, Mr. D. K. 

Laloliaiid Na\alrai. Mr. . 

Liladhar ( 'l)aiidhurv, Sotli. 

^fitra, Mr. S. 

The laoiioii wus mlopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Crear: Mr. President, after so many days’ 
debate and at this very late hour, 1 am sure that the House will not 
e.\pe(jt, or indeed desire me to say more than a very few words and indeed 
there are otiJy three things which I cio desini to say. The lirst is this: 
it has been tw matter of very great regret to me that it has been imputed 
to me, that during the course of the debates on this Bill, more parti- 
cularly in matters relating to the conditions of detention and the like, 1 
have shown an attitude uiisyiniJathetic and lacking in humanity. Hon- 
ourable Members who have expressed that view, have, 1 think, forgotten 
that while much to my regret I was unable to accept several amend- 
ments standing on the paper, nevertheless on points# of very great substance 
relating to these matters, I have given assurances which, though they are 
not to bo embodied in the Statute, nevertheless will stand as assurances 
whi(*h will he honoured when the occasion arises. Tlie second thing that 
-I have to say is this: it has been suggested that the whole policy of the 
(jovernrnent in dealing with ihe particular trouble of Bengal also as has 
been implied with the griieral political situation, is involved in this 
nicc.surc. M\ I lonourahl.; I’ri.aid Mr. Arthur Moure, said some very perti- 
nent words on that subjecl. 4'lif' policy of (Invernmont. is two-fold, as has 
h('(ii n'peatidly said, t^iie is lo urge on with all possi’nle expedition the 
advanci' in political p?-ogress of this countvx , and in the meantime and 
pn^dominanlI\ for lliat purpose, to maintain the only conditions under 
whicli that progn's.s can safely and socMirely l>e matlc. Tlic last thing J 
have to say is tliis: some remarks wliicli 1 could only construe in a dispara- 
ging Rens(‘ made on tin* ( iovt'rninent of Bengal and the Lc*gisla(ure of 

Bengal, r think, Sir, tliat if wi» reflect fairly and candidly eai llu* question, 
.Honoural)l(? ^Members oppnsit(* jnav perha])s misjudge the wisdom or they 
niay mis-intorpret the. motives of the executive Government of Bengal, 
though I do not think they have any warrant for doing so. But they 
cicrtainly have no waiTant' whatever for misjudging the motives and for 
making reflections upon the intelligenec* and knowledge of the situation 
which has been displayed by that Legislature. Therefore, I say once 
more, —that we ought, to treat witli due respect and due n'gard the strongly 
expressed views of that Legislature, and as the Central Legislature we 
ought to render them the assistance which they require from us#. 

Mr. President: The question is; 

‘‘Ihat fclio Bill, as anienclod, be pas.«»ed.’* 


Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulv* 
Sayyid. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Patil, Rao Btihadur B. L. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwan Bahadur Harbiias 
Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Piaidiad. 
*Sittramaraju, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Thainpaii, .Mr. K. P. 
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The Assembly divided: 

AYES-64. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khaa Major Nawab. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bc'ihadur Malik'. 

Anklesari'i, Mr. N« N. 
Anwar-iil-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazt. 
Bajpai, Mr.'G. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Ba ner j i , Mr. Raj narayan 
Bhareciva, Rai Bah.kiur Pandit 
T. N. 

Bhore, The Honourable bir Joseph. 
Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Gidney, Lt.-Col. Sir Henry. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

G Wynne, Mr. C. W. 

Howell, Sir Evelyn, 
lahwarsingji, Nawa'i Nahnrsinprii 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Ha joe. 
Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury 
Mnham*^cad. 

Jawahar Singh, 

Sardar. 


Lai Chand, Hony. Captaia Mukm 
Bahadur Chaudhri. 

Megaw, Major General J. W. D. 
Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjee, .Bai Bahadur H. 0 
Nixon, Mr. J. C, 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur 8. R. 

Pillai, Mr. N. R. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Raghubir Singh, Kunwar. 

Rainy, The Ilonourahlo Sir Georgs. 
Rajcah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur U. 

Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ham Pras^had Narayan. 
Schuster, The Honourable Sir George^ 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakbar, 
Captain. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

«vke.s, Mr. E. F. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

Waiihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


Sardar Ba^uidur 

NOES— 37. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

I3iswa3, Mr. C. C. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gunjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar, 
llari Jl'ij Swarup, Lala. 

Isra, Chaiulhry, 
vJadhnv, Mr. B. V. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K 
Lalchand Navalmi, Mr. . 

Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. 8. C, 

The motion was adopted. 

The ABsemblv then adjourned till 
«l&t March, 1932. 


Mudaliar, Diwan Bahadur A Rama* 
.‘iwami. 

Miinshi, Mr. Je.hangir K. 

Miirtuza Sahcb Bahadur, Maulrl 
Sayyid. 

K. C. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

P:itil, Rao Bnhndur B. L. 

Raiiga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sadiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

S.ant Singh, Sardar. 

Sardn. Diwan Bahadur Harbilas 
Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Kumar Guptc.shwar Prashad 
Singh, Mr. 0;iya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraiu, Mr. B. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

TJppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. , 

Ziauddih Ahmad, Dr. 


of the Clock on Thursday, the 
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Thursday, 3Ui March, 1932. 


The Aseembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
rieven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Letter by Members of the Legislative Assembly ok the Future 

Constitution of India. 

1084. *Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
incy are aware that a letter was addressed by some Members of the Legis- 
lative Assembly to the Honourable the Leader of the House on the question 
of the future constitution of India? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to lay the letter on the table of the 
House ? 

(c) Do Government propose to forward the letter to the Secretary of 
State for India along with the proceedings of the Assembly to which the 
letter refers? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes. 

{h) A copy of the letter referred to is laid on the table. 

(r) Action will be taken as suggested. 


To 

The Hon’Ulo Sir rioorj'e Ilaiiiy, 

Dviclor, ivo Ass»cMnhly. 


Legislative As^emoly, 
New Delhi. 16th March. 1932. 


StR, 

Lest the .spoorhp.s of the AssmiUly OpiwHtioii Uviders revealing their own views 
(hirinsr the Heliafe on Moinlay. tlie liih March. 1952. on the “(okirr' ent motion of 
llnri Singh (««nr under the head Kxeeiitive roiinoil (future of Indian ron.stiturion) 
should bo niismuler.stood iis e.\]>re-.'dng the eonsitlered views of the Opposition, tf )0 
undersigned who were not. able to express tbeir views «>wing to the peeuliar circaru- 
stanees in whieli the debate too]\ plat*** t>n ^londay, desire to place on voeord that 
they are not atirceable to whittling down the soheine, of Constitutional reforms adam 
hrnted at the Round Table Conferenee, nor are they agreeable to the whittling down 
cf the responsibility at the Centro in any future sohome. federe! or otherwise, nor 

( 2715 ) A 
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^ they approro of a revival of the Scheme of the Simon Commission or of the Indiai 
Central Committee in any shape or form. 


(Sd.) HARI RAJ SWARUP, 

,, B. N. MTSRA, 

„ GAYA PRASAD SINGH, 

„ HARBANS STNGII, 

„ KRTSHNAMACIIARIAB, 

,. RAGHUBIR SINGH, 

„ B. L. RASTOGI, 

„ H. B. SARDA, 

„ S. O. .70G, 

„ AMAR NATH DI'TT, 

„ SANT SINGH, 

LILA DIIAR, 

ISRA CHAUDURl, 

,. C. S. IVER, 

,, .JAGANNATfl AGGARWAL, 


(Sd.) K. P. THAMPAN, 

,, SATYF.NDRANATH SEN, 

„ SUKHRA.I ROY, 

,. DHIRENDRA KANTA LAHIR 
CHAUDHIIRY, 

„ C. ('. BISWAS, 

K. G. NEOGY, 

BHIJPI;t SING, 

,. SATISH CHANDRA SEN, 

T. N. RAMAKRISHN. 
REDDl, 

RAMESHWAR PRASAI 

BAGBA; 
li. DAS, 

15. V. JADHAV. 


CaNDTUATKS APrOlNTKO TO TllK SUPKKIOK TliLKOIlAPir A N I> WfUKLIJSS 

Enofni^khino Biiancifk.s, Posts and TicuotJKAiMrs Djopartmknt. 

1085. "^Mr. Be Sitaramaraju : (r/) Is it f:K*t that two (.*;uKli(.latos lum 
been witli Ironi the 1st Mai’cli. P.K'rJ. to the Suix.Mio?* 'J'rK*- 

graph ami Wireless Engineering Branches (Posts and 7\?legraphs Do[)art 
ment) on the result of the competitive cxaininatii^n held by the Thihlic 
Service Commission in November, 1931 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that their position on the consolidated list of candidates 
for the Superior Engineering .Services Examination was 22nd? 

(c) Is it a fact that as a result of their selection the sixth candidate 
on that list has not been selected either iov the I. R. S. E. or for the 
I. S. E.? 

(d) Is it a fact that the principle followed in making the selection last 
year was to treat the examination as a combined one for all the throe 
Superior Phigineering Services and to select from the consolidated list ^ 
many of the topmost candidates as there were opcm vacancies in all the 
three Engineering Services combined? 

(e) Is it a fact that the result of the selection for the I. R. S.^ E and 
the I. S. E. on the result of the Superior Engineering Services Exarm’na- 
tion held in November last has not yet been announced? If so, will Gov- 
ernment explain the reason for making appointments to the Suponor 
Telegraph and Wireless Engineering Branches (Posts and Telegraphs de- 
partment)? 

(/) Is it a fact that the principle followed last year in making the selec- 
tion for the I. R. S. E. or L S. E. has not been followed in the case ot tn 
sixth candidate mentioned in part (c) above? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) The two candidates alluded 
have been selected for training with a view to appointment as stated. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 2717 

(b) They were twenty-second and twenty -third in the list. 

(c) and (d). Yes. 

(e) The selection, was announced in two Press C!oniiriuni<i>ies dated the 
24th and 21st March, respectively. 

Th(^ second part of tlie question dot's not arise. , 

(/) In so far as last year, those who w(*re hi^lu^t in the list wen* all 
>i’li*-et('d for tlu' si'rvice, whereas this year the first four candidate.s and the 
L2nd and 2Hrd wen? st'It'ctt'd, the ])raet.L*e lias not hetni uniform. In inak- 

tlveir selections, (Itwt'rrnnent gave, the top eandidates their first prtder- 
(nee. Mt'ssrs. Saroj Kumar Kaujilal and t^nari Mahesh Agarw'ala wiire tho 
iK‘\f persons in order of merit who had eiiiered thernstdves as candidates 
fr,i’ this st‘rvi(*e. 

Arrest or Mr. W. A. Kikie of the Public Works Department, Delhi, 
FOR Alleoed Kmbezzlement. 

1086. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: ('O Will (lovernment please state if 
it is a fii(?t tliat ]\rr. W. A. Edge, S.D.O of </eniral P. W. I)., Delhi, was 
arrested hy tho polita' on lotli Mareli, 19:12, in connection with alleged 
etnhi'/zlt'ruenl of I. D. II. charge's at flarddiamha? 

(h) If tiu' : nsvver to the ahovi* Ik* in t)i“ arfirmaMvi'. will (Toveinment 
.say if they liavi' snsja'uded Mr Ivlg.* ;ind if not, why noi ? 

(r) If Mr. is lu'ot on duty eau he uiuh'i* the rules deal with matters 

having direct or indirect bearing on his case? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhcie: o/j Ves. 

(h) Mr. halge w as not suspended. Ih'fore arrangements could be made 
in relieve him, tla* ease against him was willidrawn and lu-? was discharged. 

(c) Does not arise. 

DrsTiNCTioN between Jatns and Hindus in connection with 

Rktrenciiivient in the Office of the Accountant General, 

Central Revenues. 

1987. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (on behalf of Bhai Panna Nand) : (<i) Is 
it a f}u?t that discrimination has boon made by the office of the Accountant 
General, ('lontral Ri'venuea., between the Jains and other Hindus in the 
matter of retrenching the employees in that office? 

(b) If the answer to part (ft) is in the affirmative, do the authorities 
in that office propose to create a kind of differentiation between the Jains 
iind other Hindus? If not, what are their reasons for the above discrimina- 
tion? 

Mr. J. 0. Nixon: Enquiry is being inadi^ and a reply will bo laid on the 
hd)le in duo course. 

tl 088 . 
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1 

Financial Bbi^ations between the Central Government and the 

Provinces. 

1089. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to s^iate whether the 
new constitutional reforms will simultaneously bring readjustment of 
financial relations between the Centre and provinces? 

(b) Is the Federal Finance Committee looking into this aspect of tho 
question? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they intend to adhere 
to the princfple of equitable distribution of tax between the Centre and pro- 
vinces, as has been the practice since 1021, or do they want to go back to 
pre-Montagu-Chelmsford Iteforms policy again and collect taxes at the 
centre and distribute to provinces as has been done in the case of the 
North-West Frontier Province by giving it a subvention of one crorc of 
rupees from Central funds? 

{(1) Do Government propose to allocate further taxes from the Centre to 
the North-West Frontier Province, so that it will do three years hence 
without the subvention? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: ((/.) The Govermmait of India are 
unable to state what the new constitution will pnn^ide :n this inatltT. 

(h) The Federal Finance C’onimittee will rtqxal; on certain aspc(*ts of 
the question. 

(c) I cannot at tliis* stage state what the Government of India’s op’niou 
will be on any propo.^als which may eventually he made. 

(d) The position of the North-West Frontier T*rovince will depend upon 
the final constitutional arrangements wh ch may he adopted. 


Subvention granted to the North-West Frontier PRovrNCE. 

1090. *Mr. B. Das: (a) With reference to the annoimci'rnent of the grant 
of a subvention to the North-West Frontier Province in the ITonoiirabh* the 
Finance Member’s speech in paragrajdi HO : 

“The .subvention i.s to he operative fnr thrrn* years, dp uiilil the new ijuislitution 
for Triflia is inaiiguralecl — whichever is the earlier. In either evert the |)«»sition will 
again he revi.so<r*, 

will Government be pleased to state if it will be left to tlie new Af-seinbly 
(Federal Assembly or whatever it bo called) to revise the amount of sub- 
vention to the North-West Frontier Province? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether this subvention of 
one crore of rupees will be incorporated also in the new Governiiiont of 
India Aet, arising out of the constitutional reforms? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) juifl (h). It is impf).Nsil)h' !'»v 
•K til ^ in what procc-dnrr will be providcal for in or inidcr the 

new If ir'slation for sneli a paviiietil as this. 

( 'onseqncTil Iv T arn nnnble to nqdy exf)lieilly in pari (h) of ibe (pr 
1 lit tin* fToiamrable Mcanber may rest assured that diu‘ finwision b? 
n;ade in the new Ar*t. 
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Grants to Orissa and Sind and for Buildings in New Delhi. 

1091- *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
tboy propose to grant lump sum provincial balances to the Provinces of 
Orissa and Sind as stated in the footnotes afc page G85 of. the Detailed Esti- 
mates and Demands for Grants (“a sum of rupees ten lakhs from the Gov- 
ernment of India bnlam^es will also be placed at the disposal of the new 
province”)? 

(b) Are ( lovurnment nuiking anv special contribution towards the 
OoiiiK'il and other buildings of the new Government? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a.) The Govermnent of India are not 
nt present proposing anything of this kind. , 

(b) Idle Government of India assumed an expenditure of its.. 3 lakhs 
for special building operations necessitated by the new status of the North- 
West Frontier Province in est 'mating the amount of th(3 opening balance 
to he alloUed to the province. 

Mr. B. Das: Will tlu* Hoiumrahle Member bojir in mind the sugge>.tioii 
made in the (Question? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am sure my Honourable colleague 
dways bears in mind my Honourable friend's suggestions.. 

r 

Protection for the (’otton Mill Industry. 

1092. ♦Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Goveniment be pleased to &tate if they have 
referred the question of protection to the cotton mill industries to the Tariff 
Board? What are the terms of reference of this inquiry ? 

(h) Did the cotton mill industries ask for such an inquiry at prc'^ent? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) and (h). Government have not 
yet referred tln^ (juestion of pi'oteetion to the cotton mill industry to the 
Tariff Hoard for eiupiiry hut they prop(\se to do so shortly in accordance 
with the undertaking given in this House by the Honourable the Finance 
Member in his iUidget speech on ihe 20th February, 1030. and by me on 
the 13th March, 1030, during the passage of the Cotton To.xtile Industry 
(Protection) Bdl. The terms of referen<*e, when formulated, will, as usual, 
be published in tht» Ga/.ette of India. 

Number op Clerks in the Office of the Superintendent of Education, 
Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Central India. 

1003. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitara (on behalf of Mr. B. X. Misra): (< 7 ) Will Gov- 
i'rnimait he pleased to stale the number of clerks working in the Office of 
Ibe Superintendent of Educalio?!, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and ("entral India 
and how many of tluMii an' Hindus. Muslims .‘uul cithers? 

(jb) Is it a fact that the son of the Head (Merk of that office is also 
forking under his father? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Then' are ten eh'vks. in the Offiei* of the Superin- 
tendent of Eduealion, De’hi, .Vjinev-Morwara and Central India, of whom 
*'^cvon are Muslims and threa» II udus. 

(b) Yes. 
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Departmental Punishment op Government Servants. 

1094. *Mr. S. O. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. B. N. Mis^ra) : Will Goven 
ment ple«a.se state if it is a faet that no departmental punishment is pe] 
missiblc under rules in the follo\vinj» case's : 

(а) if a Government servant merely attends a political meeting; an 

takes no part in the proceedings thereof; 

(б) if a Government servant is honourably aeqiiittt'd or discharge 

after full enquiry by a court of law on the charge of bribery o 
any other allegation amounting to moral turpitude such •. 
misappropriation of Government money, etc., and 
(c) if a Government servant, though handed over to the police, is no 
ultimately challancd by that authority for want of evident 
against him? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (cz) Tlie attention of the Honourabl 
Member is invited to rules *22 and *28 of the Government Servants Condiic 
Buies, a copy of which is in th(' Library. 

(b) and (ci. An ordt*r of at'ipiittal or discharge by a court of law is no 
necessarily a bar to llie institution of departmental procei'dings. No 
would the inal)ility of the police to pursue an investigation into the coiiduc 
of a (lovernment servant always prevt»iu such conduct being th«* subji'ct o 
departmental proceedings. 


Tniitan Army C'adets admitted to Sandhfust. 

1995. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail All Khan (on behalf of Sir Abdullat 
Suhrawardy) ; (a) Will Government please state the total number of Indijii 
Army Cadets who have been admitted into the Knglish Sandhurst b) 
nomination up to now? How many of tlu*m were above the age of 25 or 
the date of their nomination? 

(b) Have Government considered the following recommendation of the 
Indian Military’ College Committee which was presided over by His hixcel- 
lency the Cominander-in-Chicd : 

**Indian Army Cadets will ordinarily be eligible for nomination as at present ap 
to the age of 25. As for some years to come at any rate, it may be difficult to obtain 
from the ranks youngmen of 25 or under possessing sufficient educational qualifications, 
it is desirable that the condition of age should be waived, as is also the present practice- 
for the next few years?" 

(c) Do Government propose to waive the condition of age In the case 
of those Indian Army Cadets who are members of the regular units of the 
Indian Army and of the Auxiliary and Territorifd Forces? If so, to what 
extent? If not, why not? 

Mr.'O. M. Toung: (a) The total up to date is scv«*n. One was «)vcr 26 
years of age. The figures givem at the end of paragrapli 13 of the Indian 
Military College Committee's report appear to have been incorrect. 

(b) Yes. . 

(c) It will not Vie necessary to do so, since no difficulty is now antici- 

pated in oVitaining a sufficient number of Indian Army cadets below the 

age of 26 years. , 
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Porters of the Railway Mail Service A ” Division removed from 

Service. 

1090. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Ifai Jjiahadiir Lala 
Brij Kishoro) : (a) Is it a fact that some porters of li. M. S. “A** Division 
have been removed from service? If so, how many and on wliat ^^rounds? 

(6) Will Government be also pleased to state how many have been re- 
instated after an appeal to the ]\)stmaster Gener.il, United Provinces 
and how many of these are still unprovided for and outsiders working in 
their places , 

Mr. T. Ryan: With your permission, Sir, I propose to take questions 
Nos. 1090, 10^17 and 1098 together. Government have no information on 
the points raised in tlies<i questions with, all of which, however, it is within 
the competence of the Head of the Circle to deal. A copy of the jiiestions 
is accordingly being forwarded to the Postmaster Gemcral, United Pro- 
vinces, for such action as he may think desirable. 

Dissatisfaction among Staff of the Railway Mail Service “ A” 

DtVISION. 

•^1(197. '*‘Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Kai Baliadur Lala 
.F.rij Kishoro) : (a) Are Government aware of the fact that great dissatifir 
faction prevails among the staff of li. iM. S. ‘'A’* Division if so, why? 

(fc) Do Government propose to make any inquiries? 

Porters appointed to the IIailw.ay Mail Service A Division. 

! l(K18. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali ELhan (on behalf of Kai Bahadur Lala 
Krij Kisliore) : (a) Is it a fact that many porters have been appointed in 
the K. M. S. *‘A” Division, without producing medical certificates of 
fitness and without the approval of the l*ostmaster General? If so, what 
departmental action do Government propose to take in the matter? 

(b) Is it a fact that certain porters of other Gireles have been taken in 
the li. M. S. “A’’ Division, without the apprt^val of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, United Provinces, and their travelling aillowance hills passeci ? If 
so, what action hais been taken in the matter? 


SHORT NOTK'K gUKSTlON AND ANSWER. 

Secret European Circular regardin(; the Reforms. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Has Govornnnmt’s attention been 
drawn to the article in the Tribune of the ‘20th March. 1932. under the 
caption “Secret European rircular“? 

(b) Are the facts contained in it impugning the bond fidea of the pre- 
sent British Government regarding the Round Table Conference, their 
Blind to break up the Conforonoc in order to fight the Congress and pve 
^i^ly nominal reforms to India correct? 


tFor answer to this question, answer to question No. 1096. 
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(c) Is it a fact that in consequence a plan was adopted in which the 
British ^ Government, the Buro])eanB, the Muslims, the Princes and the 
minorities joined hands and also succeeded in roping in their so-called 
“strange companions’* tlie Moderates represented by Sir T. B. Sapru, 
Sir A. P. Patro, Mr. M. P. eTayakar arid others? 

(d) Is it a fact that in consequence the Europeans of the Pound Table 

Conference pressed upon Government to show one essential earnest of good 
faith, to undertake to bring in the Provincial and Central constitu- 

tions in one Act? 

(c) Is it a fact that in return the Europeans of the Bound Table Con- 
ference promised the Muslims to find places for them in European firms? 

(/) Is it a fact that all this took place sometime before the United Pro- 
vinces Congress Committee passed a resolution advising tenants in a parti- 
cular district in the province to withhold payment of rent and long before 
the Congress restarted the civil disobedience movement? 

(g) Is it a fact that Mr. Benthall was one of the members of the Bound 
Table Conference? 

(/o If so, is it a fa(d that Mr. Benthall or any other European haa 
issued the circular in the terms mentioned in the aforesaid article to give 
effect to the above-mentioned secret settlement? 

(/) Are Government prepared to deny that such a circular has been 
issued ? 

(/) Are Government prepared to repudiate the charges mentioned it 
the aforesaid article publicly by a press communique and make a full state- 
ment on the subject on the floor of this House? If not, why not? 

(k) If what are stated above are correct, will Government be pleasef 
to state what is their present object in carrying on the Bound Table Con 
ference Committees any further and at such enormous cost? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government have seen th< 
Press accounts of the circular. They have no other information regardini 
it. 

(b) to (k). Government are concerned with the other part of the ques 
tion only in so far as they relate to first, the suggestion of bad faith oi 
the part of His Majesty’s Government as regards the Bound Table Con 
ference and their policy of constitutional reforms for India, and second 
the implication that action wtis taken against the Congress not hecaiis 
of their activities but as part of a preconceived plan. 

In regard to the first, T would refer the Honourable Member to tlr 
statement made by the Prime Minister on the 1st December last, whicl 
contains a full enunciation of tin* policy of TTis Majesty’s Governinent 
I would further remind him of the intensive efforts that have since hec’ 
made, and are nf)W being made, to expedite thc‘ pro«rress of the ndornis 
I would also refer him to the statement issiiicd hv His Majesty’s Govern 
ment on March the 10th, 1032, and to the speech made by the Reeretar 
of State in the House of Commons on Mareh 24th, 1082. Those eontan 
a complete refutation of the first suggestion. 
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In regard to the second, there is no foundation whatsoever for the 
suggestion that the action taken against the Congress was not determined 
solely and entirely by the situation created in India, and particularly in 
the United Provinces and the North-West Frontier Province, by their 
activities. In this connection I would refer the Honourable Mcrriber to 
the statements issued by the (iovernnu‘nt of the United Provinces on the 
l4th of December, 1931., by the Chief Commissioner of the North-West 
Frontier Province on the 24th and 30th December, 1931, and by the Gov- 
ernment of India on the 4th January, 1932. 

Hr. N. M. Joshi: Mr. Bcnthall in his letter says that as a result of the 
election the policy of Government undoubtedly changed. I want to know 
how that policy changed? 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy: I see no obligation resting on Gov- 
ernment to explain circulars attributed to particular private individuals 

Mr. N. H. Joshi: I am not asking him to explain the circular. I am 
asking how tlie policy of the national Government changed? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is assuming 
that the statement attributed to Mr. Ilenthall in th,s newspaper article is 
correct. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: What responsibility have the Government had in the 
selection of Mr. Benthal! as a delegate to the Pound Table Conference. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It has been explained many times 
that the selection is made by His Majesty’s Government and not by the 
Government of India. 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy: Undoubtedly so, but did the Government of India 
have any hand whatsoever in the matter? That is my question. Did 
the Government of India forward his unme or suggest his inclusion in the 
delegation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India are not 
the constitutional advisers of His Majesty’s Government in this matter. 
It rests entirely with the Government at home as to 'whom to con-sult and 
whom not to consult. 

K. O. Neogy: I understand the constitutional implications of the 
position. My whole question is, had the Government any hand whatso- 
ever in this matter? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T am speaking purely from recollec- 
tion, but I do not recollect the Govomment of India making a single 
corporate recoin men d a t ion . 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: ,What does the Honourable Member mean by the 
expression “single corpomte recommendation?” 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy: T mean what T say. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member kindly explain the 
expression having regard to the fact that English is not my mother longue? 

Will the Honourable Member now represent to His Majesty s Govern- 
ment in England that in so far as Mr. Ecntluill has misrepresented the 
objects M'ifch which the Government at home are actuated in regard to the 
reforms, they should consider the desirability of removing Mr. Bonthall 
from the European delegation. 

The Honourable Sir George Hainy: The Honourable Member is assuming 
that the Government have any knowledge whether this article correctly 
ascribes certain views to Mr. Benthall. Ihe Government of India have 
no such knowledge. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Government be pleased to write to the 
Home Government and ask them to write to Mr. Benthall and find out 
whether this is a correct copy of the letter? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India no 
reason for taking any such action. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Bo I lake it that tlie answers to this quo.^tion are 
being given by the Honourable Member without any reference to the Home 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 'J'he Honourable Member knows 
perfectly well that no disclosures are ever made as regards comniunioa- 
tions between the Government of India and His Majesty's Government. 

Mr. K, C. Neogy: Well, T know that. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is it a fact, as stated by Mr. Bcmthall in this 
particular letter, that ho consulted the best legal opinion available, ol the 
Law offic:-8rs of the Crown, of the India Otlice and of the Foreign Oftice. 
May I know \vbo pays tlie Law Officers of tlio India Office — India or the 
British Government? If the advice was given by the India Office lawyers, 
was it done with the consemt of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have no information as to how it 
^ was done. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member take steps to ascertain 
whether it was done or not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T do not see any sufficient reason 
for doing so. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be n 

state if the Government have consulted or inquired from Mn Bentna 
as reganls this article, after this short notice question was put? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state who is this D. W. Mullick who has subscribed to this article? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: L liave no idea. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: This article was published hrst in the 
Advance of Calcutta and it was subscribed by Mr. D. W,. Mullick. Hits 
the Honourable Member made any inquirv or docs he know who this Mr.. 
Mullick is? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
state if, after this short notice question was put, there was any communi- 
eation with the Secretary of State, and will the Honourable Member also 
explain why consent to this sliort notice question was given so late as 
to-day? The question was ])ut on the ‘24th of this month. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have already said that we do not 
ill any circiunstanfH‘s disclose corniiiiinications which pass between the 
Government of India and the Secret arv of Stat(\ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: 1 onlx \Nant to know’ a fact, whether the Secre- 
tary of Stat(' w’as coiiiinunicatcd with or not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am afraid I am not prepared to 
satisfy the Honoiirahic* Member's curiosity. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member please w’hy 
there was delay in j^nving liis (‘onsont to this short- notice question being 
ask«‘d ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: tjovemment are not bound to accept 
slau't notice. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: That is quite true. I am asking why there 
was delay in giving consent. I do not dispute the right of the Government 
not to accept short notice questions. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T do not tliink the .Honourable 
Member is entitled to have a reply to that question. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Was it not due to the Easter holidays? 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Ts the Honourable Member aw’are that his rtfusal 
to supply answers is more eloquent than any reply that he might have 
given ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Ts it because the surreptitious activities of 
Mr. Tienthall are in consonance with the wdshes of the Government of 
India that the Government of India refuse to take any steps in the matter? 
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Tbe Sonourable Sir Odorge Bainy: I am not aware of any surreptitious 
activities of Mr. Benthall, and the Government of India have no sympathy 
with surreptitious activities of any one whatsoever. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: In view of the disclosures made in Mr. Beuthalls 
letter, are the Goveriiiueiit of India prepared to give an opportunity to 
this House to discuss tlie new facts brought to light? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member if^ still 
assuming that wo have information that this is the circular issued by Mr. 
Henthall. We have no such information. 

Mr. K. G. Neogy: May I know whether the Honourable Member has 
•come across any contraxiiction that may have appeared in the Press so far 
from Mr. Benthall, that is to say, has he ever challenged the accuracy of 
the facts as published in the Press? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Government have no infomiation. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Will the Honourable Member kindly ask the Biroctor 
*of Public Information to go through the files of newspapers and satisfy 
himself as to whether such a contradiction has ever appeared in any 
papers ? 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Will the Honourable Member kindly state why no 
•categorical answers were given to the several parts of the (piestion? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: T have answerc‘d the qiicstion fullv 
in so far as It relates to matters for which the Government are responsible. 

Mr, G. G. Biswas: Will the Honourable Member kindly state, wit! 
reference to the suggestion of bad faith to which reference is made, who 
ther that suggestion is contained in. the question or in the statement 
attributed to Mr. Benthall — I mean, the suggestion of bad faith on tlic par 
of Govemment? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I will read my answer over again 
*‘(5) to (k). Government arc concerned with the other parts of the quostioi 
only in so far as they relate to, first, the suggestion of had faith on th' 
part of His Majesty's Govemment as regards the Bound Table Conference 
and their policy of constitutional reforms for India, and, second, th< 
implication that action was taken against the Congress not because of thei 
activities but as part of a preconceived plan.*' 

That suggestion and that implication are repudiated in my answer. 

Mr. G. G. Biswas: Sir. in the latter part of his answer the Honourabl 
Member stated that the statements to which reference was made by hii 
containcjd a complete refutation of any suggestions of bad faith and so or 
What I am now asking is whether the suggestions of bad faith were cor 
tained in the question of my Honourable friend, or whether the suggestior 
were contained in the statements w'hich appeared in the secret circular. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I have given an unqualified repi 
^diation of the suggestion and of the implication. 
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Mr. O, S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state, with 
reference to the statement that the Honourable the Leader of the House 
has made regarding the expediting of reforms, whether it is their purpose 
to expedite the reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail, or whether they 
propose to release Mahatma Gandhi, and thus create on atmosphere of good’ 
will, and secure his presence at the Third Hound Table Conference? 

The Honourable Sir Ckorge Rainy: The Government policy in that 
matter has I think been vei^ clearly stated — and it is strange rn y Honour- 
able friend seems nr^t to be aware of it — not longer ago than yesterday. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: Are Government aware that the result of the 
Hound Table Conference will be a failure till this policy of repression is 
reversed and those who are in jail are released and a new policy of conci- 
liation is inaugurated? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That, Sir, is a matter of opinion 

which [ think this House has debated five or six times during this session. 

Some Honourable Members: Not a matter of opinion but a matter of 
fact. 

Mr, 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will (loveminent be pleased to state whether 
they propose to initiate at the proper place the starting of conversations 
with Mahatma (iandhi to secure his co-operation at the Third Hound 
Table Confen*nce, thereby following the precedent established by Lord' 
Irwin? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not sec. Sir, how that in any 
way arises out of the question or from the answer I have given. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: With regard to the expediting of the reforms, 
do the Government realize the futility of expediting the reforms, with the 
Congress leaders in prison? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Government desire. Sir, to take 
every step that in their view will expedite the reforms, — and obviously 
the TTonourahlc' Member is endeavour'ng to lead me on to what is 
essentially a question of opinion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Are the reforms contemplated going to be 
nominal or substantial? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Tn view of the fact that urnve alle<7nt:ons hav< 
been made in the Press, and in vit'w also of the fnet that the doenmem 
tliat has enme to h'cht in the nature of a. seend dof>nment. wi'! tin 
TToTiourable the Leader of the TTonse still rely upon TTis Majesty’s Govern 
mont's statemeud. or <hnnld he in the interesi of the jTOod e.»rne o 

the Government, see that this tlrng should he puhliely repudiated b; 
Giovernment in a statenient ? 

The Honourable Sir Georpe Ra^ny: T have nothing to add. Sir. 
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Is it not a surprising coincidence that the views of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce and of the European Association 
regarding financial safeguards and commercial safeguards entirely agree 
with the views of the diehards in England like Mr. Churchill and Tjord 
Eothermere, etc., and that they also agree with the views advocated by 
the Treasury Benches hero? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 nm afraid T cannot add to the very 
.full answer I have already given. 

Mr. B. Das: Does not the Honourable AFeTTiher agree with nie that the 
views of Mr. Bcnthall, of the Associated Chambers of Commerce and also 
of the diehards in England as also of the Treasury 'Benchos here soine^ 
how' or otlier coincide nicely? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir. I umsi adhere to what I liave 
already said. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Afav T a^<k the TTouonrahlo gentletuMn as to how 
this nv'raeh' has ? Afr. Bcnthall these' phrases : 

*‘()n the wboio, Ihoro one palirv' of tlio and tin* Rriii.*}' 

cornmirrtv i»i Tiriin nn<l t]\ to inalce nu our niind- <.?i a n 'tinnMl nohev -uid ^ ■ 

stick to it. Tint as tlio O'-'iiit of the (dcetifnjs tlu- I'oliry ‘‘iin(loid>tf*dly’* rlunisrj'd. 
The rl'ibt Wiii'^ f;f 'he Cnvocnnient made up ils mind l.> ])ronk up tim ronfoivnco and 
to fiffht Coiviresv. T)ip ATr'lim.^. who do not wjnit rcs*yw'>npil»ility at the tk.Titre, wor.- 
delighted. (Jovernnirnt iindouhledly changed their eoliey and tried, to get away wit'i 
Provincial ainoji(ji"y v.illj a promise of Central T'efnrin.-^. what line wi're we In 
We had made up oiir minds before thi.-' — lliat the fight with the ("oimress was itr". it 
able: we felt and said llio soonor it c*arne tlm better but wo made up onr minds lint 
for a cnishinj .oicr'^ss we should have all ])09.4blo frienib; on onr side.” 

Now the eireiinistanees eanie to turn out exactly as had been foreshadowed 
>*v Mr. Bcnthall. T want to know what is the n'ason, — the meaning of 
all that? , 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: F f*annot .old to the very full answer 
I have already given. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Sir. is it a fact that most of the Ord'nances against 
the Congress had been got ready long before the end of November, i.r.. 
long before the Second Round Table Conference dissolved? (Some 
Honourable Members: “Please an.swer“.) 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy: Will the Legislative See.rctarv give us the answer to 
this particular question ? He is the person who is supposed to have drafted 
the Ordinances. May T ask when ho drafted them ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, T have answered the quoFtion 
verv fully and verv completeU already. (Some Honourable Mernbers: 
“Not at all“.) 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt: T think. Sir, wc are entitled to ask those ques- 
tions of the TT/inoiirahle Members of the European group through their 
leader Mr, Arthur Moore, whose representative Mr. Bcnthall was in the 
Round Table Conference. 



ELECTION TO THE CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR 

RAILWAYS. 


Mr. President: Order, order. 1 hjivc to inforrti the Assembly that the 
following non-official Members have been elected to serve on the Standing 
Advisory Council for Railways, namely: 

1. Sirdar Solian Sin;.di. 

2. Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Cidney. 

3. Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy. 

4. Kuuwar Ra^^liubir Singh. 

5. Pandit Satyendranatli St‘n. 
b. Sardar Sant- Siinj^h. 


MLSS.VCri: FKO\! THE (’CT-NCII. OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, t!i*j following Afossago lias been re- 
ceived from tia' Soendary of the C >i.uic I of State: 

“f :ini dirrrli>fl to inroi-i.i you tta;( ':•.* St\.i: his, at. it.s held 

on til*' 30ih Mnroh, rjo2, wnhow ;mv :i»*aMi.lnu’»it n> the Bill to CNtend the 

oporat i‘>n <a' the S.ili (.Vdditioaal linpori Doty) Aii, 1931, which was passed by the 
Logislafivo .\s-pinl)ly at its itii; hf‘M i!iC 23rd March. 1932.’" 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

I'khiop f)F Torn of the Commis'^toxer of Ixcome-tax, Bombay in Sind. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, in the unavoidable absence of 
my Honourable (^dleague, the Finance Afember, I lay on the table the 
information promised in reply to .^tarred question No. 657 asked by Mr. 
Lalchand Navalrai on the 7th Alandi, 1032, regarding the period of tour 
the Coinini^sioner of Income-tax, Bombay in Sind. 


(«) The time spent by the Ooinmis.doner on visits to Sind was as follows : 

11 days of which 6^ were spent on the journey. The tour was cut short 

by fever, 

I9S9-.W, 13i days of which 7 were spent on the journey, 

19^0-^U The Commissioner wa.s in Karachi on 19th and 20th hearing revision peti 
tions. He had intended to vi-sit Sind in March but postponed his tour because he 
was to accompany a Member of the Central Board of Beveuiie on a tour in the 
Presideney proper. 

In the calendar year 1931, he spent 14J days on a visit to Sind of which about 7 
Were spent in travelling. 

(6) and (c). No, but persons or bodies who have expressed a desire to discuss 
matters with the Commissioner are inf»>rmed direct of his visits if he considers that 
't would be proper for him to interview them. 

The* Central Board of Revenue is sncfifesting to the Commissioner th^at he should 
publish his tour programmes, when possible. 

( 2729 ) 
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Taxation in the Cawnpoue Cantonment. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary) : Sir, I lay on the table a statement 
giving tlie information promised in reply to starred question No. 355, asked 
by Sirdar Sohan Singh on the 15th February, 1932, about taxation in the 
Cawnpore Cantonment. 


(fl) and (6). Yes. 

(c) Permission was at first refused but was granted later and two meeiinga of the 
Association were held in the locality mentioned. 

(d) No. 


THE PORT HAJ COMMITTEES BILL. 

Sir Frank Koyce (Secretary, Department of . Education, Health and 
Lands) : I would beg your pennission, Sir, to move the motion No. 18, 
which stands in my name. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member seek the permission of 
the Chair to take up item 18 on the Order Pai)er now? 

Sir Frank Noyce: Yes, Sir. T beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to establish Committees in the prirufipal ports of pilgrim traffic to 
assist Muslim pilgrims to the Hejaz. 

Sir, tile objects of this Bill are so clearly stated in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons that it is not necessary for me to say very much. 
This is the second of a series of Bills which arc intended to implement the 
recommendations {)f the Haj Enquirv Conunittee. The object of the Bill 
I introduced the other day was to improve the conditions of pilgrims on 
the voyage from and to India, The object of ilrs Bill is to improve con- 
ditions. in the ports by converting the Haj Committees which already 
exist, and which are merely advisory and consultative, into statutory bodies 
with much wider powers than they have at present. 

The object of the third Bill, whicli I shall shortly introduce, is to improve 
the cond’tion of pilgrims on their way to and from the ports by eontn)lling 
the activities of muallims, that is, professional pilgrim guides, most of 
whom are foreign subjects. 

Sir, 1 move. 

The rrmtVm was adopted. 

Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, T introduce the Bill. 


THE HEJAZ PILORIMS (MUALLIM8) BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, I move* for Ic.mvc tf» inirndneo a Dill to rciuil'de 
the aen'viiios * of persons 'n British fndia who offer |o assist Mupla’^ 
pilgriiriK to Ibr* Hejaz. 

Tho motion wa.s adopted. , 


Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, T introduce the Bill. 



THE FOBEION RELATIONS BILL. 


Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign- Secretary); Sir, I move that the Bill to 
provide against the publication of statements likely to promote unfriendly 
relations between His Majesty’s Government and the Governments of 
foreign States, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration. 

It will be within your recollection, Sir, that in the September Session 
of this House it was decided not to circulate this Bill for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon but to refer it to a Select (’omrnittet*. together 
with the expressions of opinion which were to be obtained by executive 
action meanwhile. It is in accordance, with customary usage. Sir, that 
the House as a wliole by referring it to Select Committee agreed with 
the principle of the Bill. I do not wish to labour this point at present, 
but I shall, if necessary, revert to it when I come to deal with the 
amendment of my FTonourable friend J)r. Ziauddin Ahmad. Tliere was 
then in September a general consensus of opinion in the House that, in 
the words of my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour, “We must put 
down these libels upon foreign States without remorse and without 
rmnpuiu5tioTr\ Sir Kari Singh (rour himself consented- to serve on the 
Committee, and 1 take this opportunity, though ho is not here and I 
greatly regret his absence, to tender to him and to the other Members 
of the. Committee and, uhove all otfiers. to m\ lhaiomahle frituwl Mr. 
Slia.nmukhani Cliettv, wlio served as Chainiiaii. ni\ most cordial thanks 
for the advice and the assistance which they so willingly rendered. 
(Applause.) The recognition of the evil, which the Bill introduced in 
the September Session was designed to prevent, and the determination 
to deal with that evil in the same way as other civilizcrl countries have 
dealt with it and yet to secure adequate scope for tin? exercise of the 
rights of free speech, which is the privilege of all inheritors of the British 
tradition, mark in iny opinion a verv statesmanlike attitude on ^he part 
of the House. Upon that attitude the House is io he congratulated and 
I should like to express the hope that they will adhen* to il. 

So, then, the Bill which tlie House considered as loo wide and con- 
sequently a faulty instrument for its declared purpose nas referred to 
Select Comniiilet'. From that Committee it has eiucrgcil vei \ dit’h*rtMU 
indeed in shape, hut in principle unaltered. Like the Bill in its original 
form, it s(*ts out to bring the law in this country into line with the 
common law of England. From the English common law- model, however, 
the Committee permitted itself one conscious deviation, and in one respect 
deviated, T think unconsciously, in consequence of its desire, and in my 
opinion a very natural desire, to secure the rights of tlu' subject. T will 
deal with the first of these deviations when T come to mention of parti- 
cular alterations introduced into the Bill by the Select Committee, and 
with the second at. a later stage when T come to move the amendment 
to danse 2, of w'hich T have given notice. But before T come to parti- 
cular laltorations cfTe.cted in Se.lect Committee, let me repeat once more 
a verv simple point which a large number of IVIembors of this House still, 
in spite of all that T and other speakers have said, seem to have a strange 
difficulty in apprehending. The Bill is designed for the protection of the 
Rulera of foreign States. A foreiem State is one thing, and an Indian 
^tato is another. As T told tho House twice in mv speech on the 21st 

( 27.^r ^ B 
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September last, **Tlie Bill has nothing whatever to do with the Indian 
States and in no way affects the publication of any statement regarding 
their Bulei-s”. I now say it a third time, and I ask you, Sir, and I ask 
the House to believe me and, if it is still there, forthwith to expel this 
particular bogey from their minds. 

We now come to the particular alterations effected by the Select 
Committee. The first jpoint which Honourable Members will notice is that 
.whereas, like the English common law, the Bill in its original form was 
universal and attempted to secure some measure of protection fcH* all 
foreign Bulers alike, it has now become particular and is restricted in 
its scope to certain Bulers, to wit, the Bulerg of States outside but 
adjoining India. This change introduces into the Bill the element of 
definition of foreign States for which some critics pressed. The applica- 
tion of the Bill to the Indian States was really ab initio impossible, but 
the addition of these words makes it doubly so. But, Sir, not only does 
this alteration emphasise the exclusion of Indian States, which exclusion 
was always inherent in the proposals of Government, but, aa I have 
already stated, it also excludes a very large number, in fact, the vast 
majority, of foreign States from the scope of the Bill. In its present 
shape the Bill has no application to publications about the Buler of any 
foreign State, unless that foreign State is one of these contiguous to 
India, that is to say, one of those which touch India’s land frontiers. 
The States, which do so touch, are Persia, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, 
Tibet, Siam and perhaps also Bhutan. Personally, I think this limitation 
a mistake, for reasons which I should have no difficulty in explaining, 
though whether it would be wise to do so here and now is another matter. 
But the alteration found favour with the Members of the Select Committee, 
and the matter not being vital, I do not, on behalf of Government, think 
it necessary^ to press the point. Let the scope of the Bill be confined 
to these few contiguous States. This, then, is the first conscious devia- 
tion from the English common law model, to which I alluded above. 
In the eyes of my Muslim friends, the alteration has one advantage, an 
they regard it. It removes from the scope of the Bill such countriofl 
and their Bulers as the Hejaz, Iraq and Palestine, none of these being 
contiguous to India, to which they and their co-religionists are accustomed 
to go on pilgrimage. / 

The alterations in the Bill effected by the Select Committee introduce 
the element of particularity in another respect also. In its original form 
the Bill, in clause 2, its operative clause, ran as follows: 

“Whoever makes, publi.shes or circulates any statement, rnmnur or report with 
intent to promote, or which is likely to promote, or whereof the makinc, mihlishir!! 
or circulatinc: is likely to promote, unfriendly relations between TIis MajSstv’s Cloyeru 
ment and the Oovernment of any foreign State shall he punishaide with imprise*' 
ment which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.” 


In its present form the same clause of the Bill runs: 

“Whoever omrnmits any offence punishable under Chapter XXI of the Indian 

Code against a Ruler of a 8tate outside but adjoining India, 
tion O’- ’"omber of the family or against a Minister o 

^ «nch Ruler, with intent to preindice the mabitenan^ of 
friendly relations lietween His Majesty’s Clovorn ment and tnfl 
Government of such Rtate, or whereby the maintenance of snch relations is liVdv 
be, prejudiced, shall be punishable wdtb imprisonment which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, nr with both.” 



TBit iroioaoK bbi.atioh8 bill. 

It will be seen that now, to come * within the scope of this clause, not 
’-nly must the publication be defamatory within the meaning of that word ■ 

\B defined in the Chapter of the Indian Penal Code quoted, but it must 

be defamatory of a particular person or persons belonging to a particular 
small group of persons, to wit, the Ruler himself, the members of his 
family and his Ministers — ^in other words the . Ruler himself and those 
persons about him whose good name and reputation he may be supposed 
to regard as precious and therefore disposed to protect, or, to put it in 
another way, attacks on whom he might be expected to resent. I will 
deal with the second, and as I think unconscious, deviation from the 
English common law model when my amendment to clause 2 comes 

under discussion. It was in respect of this deviation that Sir Lancelot 

Graham and myself recorded our minute of dissent. Apart from that, the 
effect of clause 2, as it now stands, is to put the foreign Ruler, in respect 
of articles in the Indian Press to which he may take exception, precisely, 
save in one respect in the same position as any private British subject. 
The sole difference is that whereas private persons aggrieved by defamation 
have to bring their complaint before the Courts themselves, on behalf of 
the foreign Ruler, who cannot do that, proceedings may be initiated by 
the Governor General in Council. 

If we now come^ to clause 3, we see that the Committee have restricted 
the cognisance of offences under the Act to the Courts of Presidency ‘Or 
First Class Magistrates, and the initiation of proceedings to the Governor 
General in Council, In practice I think that both restrictions were quite 
unnecessary, since there was no chance whatever of proceedings being 
initiated in any lower court or by any other person. However they 
conform to the customary rules of procedure, and on behalf of Government, 

I am quite prepared to accept them. 

Clause 4 needs no comment. 

Clause 5 is designed to relieve the Courts of the task of ascertaining 
who is and who is not a foreign personage, defamation of whom constitutes ' 
an offence. The Courts have no means of obtaining information on this 
point and the clause calls for no further comment except in one respect. 

I have explained above that the formula adopted is intended to confine 
the scope of the Bill to persons, attacks on whom the foreign Ruler might 
he expected to resent. I admit that the words “members of his family*' 
are capable of wide interpretation, but I would ask the House to have 
confidence in the Governor General, who is usually selected for his high 
office hecaiise lie is a statesman of conspicuous sagacity, and secondly 
to remember that the Governor General in Council is a responsible autho- 
rity. Certain amendments have however been proposed m respect of 
this wording which we, probably, with some slight alterations, will be 
prepared to consider, so perhaps T need not go into them further at the 
moment. 

Reverting now to the Preamble of the Bill, T draw your attention. Sir, 
and that of the House to the alteration in the formula used. The original 
Rill mentioned "statements likely to promote unfriendly relations between 
His Majesty’s Government and the Governments of foreign States", 
whereas the present Bill calls them “statements likely to prejudice the 

B 2 
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maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty’s, (roverimieiit and 
the Governments of certain foreign States’*. This matter of phraseologv 
is one j)riinarily for lawyers to determine, and personally I prefer tlu* 
original form. But I am satisfied with the wording of the Bill, and I 
would only ask the House to see that under the guise of an amendment 
a wording is not adopted here which will render the whole provisions of 
the Bill nugatory by making it impossible for any prosecution ever to 
succeed. We have a real danger to contend with and we cannot bt> 
content with iniike-boliovt? protection against it. 

I do not think, Sir, that there is any other alteration to which iljo 
attention of the House need now be drawn. .But before 1 resume my 
seat, I should like to recapitulate the points which I desire to bring before 
the House. The main points are these. The Bill has nothing whatever 
to do with the Indian States. Its scope is confined to defamatory articles, 
within the meaning of the word defamation as defined in the Indian 
Penal Code, against the Rulers of a certain small number of States 
whose territories adjoin the land frontiers of India and to certain persons 
In connection with tliose Rulers oitlua- as Members of their faniil\ 

or as principal Ministers of their Government. It places the Rulers of 
those States on precisely the same footing with regard to defarnatorv 
articles as private British subjects except that since those Rulers arc 
unable to appear in Court themselves, it enables the Governor Genera! 
to take action on their behalf. 


In respect of penalties and procedure, the? offence, with out* sni.ill 
exception, falls \\dthin the well established canons of the Indian Peiini 
Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. The small exception is tliis. 
that whereas in the penal section in Chapter XXI of the Code, imprison- 
ment may only be simple imprisonment, in the Bill imprisonment of 
either kind is provided for. With the exc('])tir)ns above n()l('d .iini 
those dcvialions hi wliich I have alluded and to wliU-li I shall rcviii. 
the Bill is in general conformity with the principles of Ihe English common 
Jaw, and statutes re.scrribliiig it are in force in nearly all the civilised 
countries of the world. I gave a list of those countries in niy carlio!' 
speech, and I need not repeat it now. In conclusion T would only n iniri'i 
the House that they have so far dealt with this matter in a very stuto> 
’^anlike spirit. They have realised the practical difficulty, and ns pracfic?.! 
men have set out to deal with it. I earnestly adjure them to adluro k' 
that attitude and to give to Government the support necessary to ('unbk 
them to place upon the Statute-book a measure which will not nstiict 
more than is absolutely necessary the liberties of tlie subject, while 
viding a necessary measure of protection for those foreign Rulers wim 
whom it is of vital importance to India that friendlv relations slioaid 
ho maintained. Lot me. assure the House that by so doing they are voalh 
safeguarding Indian interests against a very real and a very definite 


Sir, I move. 

Dr. Ziaud^in Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions ; 

Tnadnn Rural) ; Sir, I beg to move that the Bill as reported by the 
Committee be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions ..f 

the 1st August, 1932. Sir, I do not want at this stage to give a nr 
summary of the speeches delivered at the Simla S'ession last yejrr, 
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should like to remind the House of ono- or two important points made out 
by my distinguished friends Sir Abdur Eahim and Sir Hari Singh Gour. 
Sir Abdur Rahim said in his speech : 

“Look ^ the English law which ho wanted to reproduce. I shall refer again to 
Stephen’s ‘Digest’ : 

‘Nothing is an oftence against this Article whi<*li i.s a fair criticism on a matter of 
public interest as defined in Article 392’.” 

Mark the W’ords “fair criticism on a matter of public interest**. Then 
he goes on to say : 

“I will now give the gist of Article 392. It is rathei loiig : 

‘The publication of a libel is not a misdemeanour if the defamatory matter con- 
sist.s of comment.*; upon the. persons who submit themselves or upon things submitted 
by their authors or owners to public criticism provided that such comments are fair. 

A fair comment is a comment which is either true or which if false expresses the 
real opinion of author but such opinion having been formed with a reasonable 
degree of care and on reasonable grounds.’ 

If a. comment is true it is exempted. Does this Bill seek to exempt that?” 

These were 1 he remarks made by the Loader of the Independent Party, 
and I will now quote one passage from the speech of Sir Hari Singh 
Hour, the Loader of the Nationalist Party. He saidj: 

“A fair criticism of the ruler and the ruled, a fair criticism of the oppression 
.uid t.vTanny of people, herein lies the birthright of every man and every citizen; 
Hiid if a newspaper i.s to be mulcted fur .such criticism — whether it be of a neighbour- 
ing Indian State or of a foreigner beyond the seas is immaterial --I submit the liberties 
of the press in India would be seriously encroached upon and the Press would be 
placed in a iH).siti(m of great jeopardy if yim were to make them the victim of the 
fancies and whims of foreign ])oteiitales, and it is this that the Bill proposes to 
do.” ' 

l’lic.se arc the criticisius made by the Leaders of the two parties. I 
slKHild now like to examine whether in the Bill before us these things 
have been removed. Before T go into the detailed discussion, I should like 
b) draw the attention of the House to the promise made by the Leader of the 
House (the Honourable Sir George Rainy). Ho said : 

“What 1 should be prepared to say uii bebalf of Government is this, iluit if the 
bill is referred to a Select Committee wo should be quite prepared to circulate it 
•'V executive order, and the Committee would meet when the opinions had been re- 
ceived, and in the ordinary cour.**e their rep'^rt w'<»iild bp .'Submitted to the House 
se.s.sion.” 

Sb a solemn promise was given that the Bill would be circulated and 
cn the receipt of this promise Mr. Maswood Ahmad who originally moved 
for firculation said : 

“After the as^surance given by the Honourable the Leader of the House that the 
^<^lect Committee will sit in Delhi and that by executive order this Bill will bn 
^'hcnlated, I do not w^ant to pres*; my motion and T beg leave of the House to 
^vithdraw tlie motion.” * 

Sir, I should like to know whether the Bill was circulated. (Several 
^ionourahle Members: “Yes’*) and whether it was circulated only among 
Local Gorvemments or circulated among the public. And if it was 
circulated among the public, I should like to know whether the opinions 
deceived from the public were laid before the Committee, because I have 
Wt a number of opinions with me here, and I should like to know if all 
'^hese opinions were considered by the Committee. 
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Sir Evelyn Hawaii: Sir, the Bill was circulated to Local Governments 
and High Courts and by the High Courts it was passed on to numerous 
Bar Associations. All the documents and all the opinions received were 
placed before the Committee and considered by them. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Whenever we use the word ‘‘circulation”, — and 
I use that word in my motion, — ^we always mean that it will be circulated 
among the public and not restricted to circulation among the High Courts 
and (jovornment officials, because they are part of the Government 
rnachinoiy wdtli which we are not concerned. Government always get 
the opinions of the officials, but what we are concerned with now is whether 
the opinion of the public was obtained on this particular question. 

An Honourable Member: Are not the Bar Associations public bodies? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: They do not rc‘prosent the real public who will 
be affected hy this Bill. 

Kunwar Ha|ee Ismail Ali Khan (Meerut Division: Muhammadan 
Rural): Arc we not the representatives of the public here? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: My Honourable friend says he is a represent at ivt* 
of the public. He is probably unaware of the feelings in his own con- 
stituency. and I will read a passage from a resolution passed by an Asso- 
ciation in his eoustituenev at .Muzaffarnagar. It says: 

"This inec^tiiip: <if the Muhammadans in the district oV Mu/aft i'* 
its great condemnution of the Foreign Relations Bill which going to he moved 
the Government.** • 

An Honourable Member: How is it an interference with religion? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: There is another Hesolution passed by an Asso- 
ciation at Sitapur which says: 

“This meeting of the Muhammadans of Sitapur rniisider.s that the For«*ign Relatioii.- 
Bill is roally an interference in their religion and records iis strong protest.’* 

I received similar protests from various Associations and one is fnaii 
Ambala town and others from various other places. Tn each of these it is 
stated that a copy was sent to the Foreign Secretary. I should like to 
know whetht^r the Foreign Office had received copies of these resolutions, 
and if so, whether they were placed before the Committee. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: We received copies of numerous resolutions which 
were, as my Honourable friend has endeavoured to iuFonn the 
ooN. House, in the nature of protests against the Bill on the grouna 
that it interfered in religious matters. I submit that that criticism 
entirely unjust. The Bill in no form ever had anything to say about 
religious matters at all. 

Bahadur H. M. WilayatuUah (Central Provinces: Muhammadan): 
Is religious controversy excluded under the Bill? 

Sir Evelyn llowell: I said so in my earlier speech in this House. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Tho first thing that I would like to 
is that when the promise was given to us on the floor of the Honsc t 
tho Bill would be circulated, wo clearly understood that it would be 
ciliated among the public and the opinions received from the public 
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be considered by the Select Committee. That promise was not carried 
out 


Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary', Legislative Department) : It was 
carried out to the letter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I said it was not circulated among the pu])lic. . . 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muharnmadan 
llural) : Does the Honourable Member mean that it ought to have been 
sent to every one of the 350 millions of Indians? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: It was circulated precisely in the same way in 
which Bills ordered by this House to be circulated are circulated. Pre- 
cisely tho same procedure was followed, except that it was sent out by 
the executive department concerned, instead of by the Legislative 
Assembly Department. 

Knnwar Hajee Ismail All Khan: May I know from the Honourable 
Member why he did not raise this objection when the Bill was referred to 
Select Committee? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 opposed it then, I oppose it now and I will 
oppose it in future. Whenever a. Bill has to be circulated, I understand 
that it is published in the Government Gazette; the opinions of the public 
should be invited and the opinions received should be laid before the Com- 
mittee and should h(» considered by them 

Sir Lancelot Graham: That is exactly what was done here. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : I think the 
Honourable Mejnber should proct‘ed with his observations. Explanation 
has been given that tho procedure folio w’ed in the matter of circulation 
was identical with what is done on tho vote of the Assembly. If the 
Honourable Member wishes. to challens^e that explanation, he is entitled 
to do so, but if hi* does not (*hallengt\ that sfatt-ment, he sliould proceed 
on the basis that the circulation did take place in the usual manner. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, I understand that all the opinions received 
from the public were laid before the Select Committee and were considered 
by them. There is no indication in the report that this was carried out, 
but still I take their w'ord that all those opinions were considered by the 
members of the Committee 

Sir Lancelot Graham: We camnot give a promise that all the members 
of the Committee read all the* opinions. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: That is a different matter; but if it was circulated 
among them, my object is fulfilled; but if it is only shown in a bundle to 
them, I do not think the tenus of the circulation were carried out. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: They had ample opportunity to study the whole 
matter. 

Hr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then that is all right 

Xr. President: Order, order: the Honourable Member should proceed. 



2738 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[dlsT Mar. 1932. 

Or. .Ziauddin Ahmad: I come now to the subject matter of the Bill 
itself. In} the first place the word ** adjoining”, as it is defined here, is 
not very clear to me. I should like to know whether in this sense hVanoe 
is adjoining England. Will it be called^ adjoining or will it not be called 
adjoining, as there is a sea between the two countries? That point is not 
very clear to me. If that is the case, if the intervention of the sea 
betw'eon tlic two countries will not preclude them from adjoining 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 said clearly adjoining the land frontiers of India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then this will practically exclude all those 
countries whicli are separated by sea. The second thing is that India 
itself is not defined. I should like to know for instance whether Aden 
foiTOS part of India. . . . 

Sir Lancelot Graham: India is defined in the (General Clauses Act. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Does Aden form part of India? 

An Honourable Member: It forms part 

Sir Lancelot Graham: The Honourable Member knows perfectly well 
that Aden fonns part of India under the General Clauses Act. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: So 1 understand that all the countries adjoining 
Aden will come under the clauses of th*s Bill 

Sir Evelyn Howell: The Honourable ^lember can draw his own con- 
clusions. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Another thing which is not very clear to me is 
[his, whether a place like Pondicherry’ or Goa, which is really adjoining 
khe land frontier of India, will he included here. . . . 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No, Sir; it will not. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: He says that it is not adjoining the land frontier 
>f India; this is really an interpretiition 

Sir Evelyn Howell: T should like it to be undei'stood that T am not 
\ legal expert : I am advised that Pondicherry for the purposes of this 
Bill is excluded us also other possessions of foreign ])Owera which arc coni 
nonly described as being in India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: This is the explanation which is given by ihe. 
Foreign Secretary, that the countries b'ke Pondicherry, Goa, etc., are 
excluded from the border of India; but we know that the statement of 
Foreigji Secretary is not enough. This thing ought to fcE*m part of 
Bill. Therefore this particular thing, that is, w'hether foreign possessions 
11 India arc* foreijfn powders adjoining the land frontier of India or not . . 

(Mr. N. N. Anklesaria interrupted.) 

Mr. President: Let the Honourable Member go on with his observaliona* 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Leaving thal question aside, I shall take up one 
or two partioular cases. Suppose a foreign Huler adjoining India acted 
against the interests of the Muslim religion, demolished shrines or really 
(lid an act which was against the canons of Islamic law, and supposing 
there is criticism of that action, will it or will it not come under this Bill ? 
The P^oreign iS’ecretary may say it will not, but his mere statement will 
not be enough ; it must be definitely stat^ed that this thing will not come 
under this particular clause. This is really a point on which Muslims are 
particularly interested. There may be action taken by the King of 
Persia or even by any other king against the Islamic law or against 
fslaiuic shrines; and if there is eritieism of his action, then will it come 
under this Bill or not? I Vinderstand that, according to the Bill now 
Ix'fore us, a f)erson who makes a (-riticism of that kind can be prosecuted 
under (dause 2 of this Bill and sent to rig(jrous imprisonment for two years; 
and unless there is a clause definitely excluding any criticism on matters 
of religion on the action taken hy tlu‘ King or his Ministers or any either 
person against the Islamic canons, from this Bill. 1 am afraid the mere 
statement of the Foreign Soeretarv will not satisfy the Mussalmans, as 
we all know very well that statements of Members during the debate on 
a Bill are not sufficient guarantee for not giving effect to sections of the 
Bill. 

The PVreign SiHTeiary said in his first speech at Simla, and repeated 
it |.(xlay, that his fundamontal object is to bring the Indian to the level 
of civilised countries. I do not see much force in this, because, after all, 
it is a v(*ry unimportant point ; there are many things in which we are 
behind tlie British law; and in this ])artieular ease if we remain behind 
the pjiiglisb law, I do not think any serious harm is going to be done, 
as we all know that this particular law has been very rarely applied, 
and I believ(‘ that the* last ease which occurred was about 200 years ago. 
Therefore it is npt necessary for us to t*opy a law which is practically 
obsolete in England itself. 1'he real object which is at the back of the 
mind of the P’oreign Secretaiy is reallv to provide some kind of consola- 
iion to the preseni Buler of Afghanis! an ... 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 would he obliged if the Honourable Member will 
not. mention foreign countries by name. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Thank you. I shall not immiion any particular 
‘■ountry, Sir. Now , in reply to one question we were told that there have 
'oecn only six cases under the Ordinances which wi*re really the predecessor 
of this particular Bill. Two of these articles were written by the 
^anindar, and I luul a talk with llu* editor of the Zrnn’adar. and I can 
^taiid surety, Sir, that he will not write any article on this particular topic. 

if this is tlie only thing whicli could save us the odium of this ])avti- 
‘‘tdar Bill, then 1 stand here and give secunty for tliis particular. . . . 

Sir Evelyn Howell: May 1 inUaTupt the Honmirahle Member for a 
|tioinent? I submit. Sir, if my assurances are not going to be accepted 

this House, there is no reason why the nssuranees given by the 

c>nourable Member should bo accepted by this House. (Laughter.) 

. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, tliis is really a matter in which the decision 
V been given. Tliey have said that the speeches deli* 

in this House could not reallv alter the meaning of the law. but the 
^surances I am giving * 

Mr. S. 0, Mitra: There may be a change of i^ditor tomorrow. 
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Dr. Z^uddin Ahmad: The assurances I am giving are assurances from 
one individual to another individual. My friend just said that there migh^ 
be a change of editors, and if such a'^thing happens, and if really an article 
is written on this topic, then action can certainly bo taken against him- 
but I assure him that there is no desire on the part of any one in India to 
interfere with tlie internal affairs of any Slate. The choice of a Ruler ami 
the settlement of internal affairs are matters for the people of the States 
concerned and they should decide for themselves, and we arc not concerned 
with those things, and I may assure my Honourable friend that the pt ople 
in India take absolutely no interest whatsoever in the internal affairs of any 
of these adjoining States. * ^ 


No doubt, the Bill has been very much moditied and a good deal of its 
poisonous effect has been removed, but the fact remains that a Rill of this 
kind is iincallocl for at this stage. It unnecessarily creates excitement 
among the people without sufficient justification ; it is quite unnecessary 
to bring in a Bill of this kind at this juncture when people are sleeping 
and are not taking any interest in these matters. By trying to enact a law 
of this kind y»'u will create a feeling in the public mind that the Government 
have got some sinister motives behind it and tliey want to gag the mouths 
of the people and the Press beforehand. If feelings of this Icind exist in 
the country*, I can quite understand your taking action to meet the situation, 
but when <h(*re is no excitement, when there is no emergency of any kind, 
if you take action of the kind you now proposci, then you create an impres- 
sion in the public mind that you have an ulterior motive behind you. I 
do U'^t know what the foreign policy of the adjoining districts is likely to 
be tomorrow, and this Bill is onl\ to prevent something which Government 
have in their mind. But as T said it is quite wrong, it is quite undesirable, 
it is quite unjustifiable to ereati* such an impr(»ssion in tin* public mind, 
particularly at this time when we have got so many other things to look 
to. Therefore, I would ask the Government Benches, and particularly the 
Foreign Secretary , who really has got the interests not only of the adjoining 
territories but also of India at heart, to consider what impression his action 
would produce in the public mind if this legislation is enricli‘d ;i1 this tiin*’ 
I would therefore request him once more that he should circulate the Bill 
to elicit public oy^inion and this measure should not In* f)iishrd 
through in this session, as it will create unnecessary' apprehonsion 
in the public mind. One definite complaint was brought to my notice last* 
night , and it was perhaps also the suhjc*cf matter of a resolution 
in one of the big conferences in Bahore, and it is this, that this measure 
if passed into law will seriously affect the religious liberty of the Mussnlmans 
of India and especially of the Shia CoTTimunity. They say if any action 
is taken by anv Minister, Ruler or any nn'inber of the family of the Hakr 
against any of the tenets of Islam and there is hona fide and genuine 
criticism against such action, there will be trouble. Therefore, Sir, on the 
ground that this measure is quite unjustifiable, uncalled for and unneecs- 
sary^ T once more appeal to my Honourable friend to accept the circulnb^** 
of tlie Bill for eliciting public opinion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan ITrbanb 
Mr. President, T support this amendment, and T submit that there arc 
strong reasons whv consideration of this Bill should not bo proceeded 
now. Sir, we have noticed a tendency on the part of the Governmen 
bring before the House very important measures at the fag end et 
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session, with the result that with the official block at their conmiaod and a 
few non-official Members w ho generally support them, they are able to carry 
through any measure, however opposed to public opinion in the country. 
Sir, this Bill creates a new offence unknown to the Penal Code, and creation 
of a new offence is a serious matter indeed. A new offence ought not to bo 
created unless the matter has been fully canvassed by public opinion. Sir, 
it has been said that tin; Hill liad been circulated to certain bodies, High 
Courts and Bar Associations and others, and the opinions received from 
these bodies were placed before the Select Committee. 1 do not dispute 
that, but there is lliis cardinal fact to In*, borne in mind, that this Bill, 
as it has emerg(*(l from tlic Select Committee, is a different Bill altogether, 
ft is not the same Bill. The scope of the former Bill was that if any person 
bv his writing or speech dot^s an\ thing likely to prejiulice for(‘ign relations, 
then he would ho liable to certain penalties. That is something on the 
lines (d what is called sedition in this country, — something wdiich prejudices 
relations between the Covormnent of the country and some foreign Oovem- 
nient. Further, he it noted, in tla* original Bill the wording was “foreign 
(loverninont’’ and not “( loverninent of Stales adjoining Tndia“. There is 
the Hononrahlo the haw Member, — I am glad to find him in Ir's scat 
today, — and he wnll confirm me that an offence of defamation is altogether 
differenl from what was intended to be covered by the original Bill. 
Defamation is a perscuial wrong against certain individuals, be they Eulers 
or Minist(‘rs or private individuals. Now, by this Bill a man will be 
punished if a defamatory charge? is made, if a defamation is publislied by 
him against a Euler nr a ^^i^ister or a member of the family of a Euler, 
and if it is lik<‘ly to prc'judice onr relations wdtH that State. Ts not that 
a wliolly different measure from the original Bill that was eireulated for 
public opinion, at least to som(" sections of the public or to some associa- 
tions? But this is a different measure altogether. They had not before 
thorn juu public body sucli as the High Court had before it a Bill limited 
in scope? to defamation. We contended, and strongly contended, at that 
time tliat you Tiuist limit the scope of your Bill to the cases of defamation 

as in the Knglish law. the antiquated, t>bsolete English law. We said that 

if tlit'\ wanted to have a Bill at all of this character, they mnst limit it to 
rases of defamation as is the case in tlie English law. iiovernment saw that 
't was not possible ha* them, or that it wjis not advisabU* to earry through 
tho original mc'asnre. Therefori\ they have dropped it. They have initia^d 
m*\v measure nf m dith'rent character having accepted the suggestion of the 
Select. ( Vunt/iitlee. Then what follows? Ts it not the nilo, is it not the 
procedure <if the fToiiso, that when a. Seh^ct Committee alters a Bill in 
«ueh a way as to nuiki- it a different Bill allogether, then it must be re- 
rireulated for public opinion? If that is so, then I say that there is a very 
^J;oo(| trasf no\v for re-circulal ion of this Bill, because it is a. Bill with a 
difTc'icnt. seopn, with a different objective, and it creates a different offence. 
The creation of a now offence, .is T have said, is a serious matter. This 
Bill proposes what tho wisdom of TiOrd Macaulay and others who framed 
the Penal Code deliboratolv omitted to enact — I take it they deliberately 
omitted it because this old antiquated la^v of defamation against foreign 
Brinces w'as in existence in those days, and tlioy refrained from enacting 
such law hi*ro. Wliy? Bid not foreign States, or rather foreign 
States contiguous to India exist at that time? The Penal Code is com- 
prehensive, it is so wide, and it is so well drafted, that it has received 
^^comiums from almost all parts of the world, the juristic part of 
he world, and I say therefore that the framers of the Indian Penal Code 
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-deliberately refrained from enacting ^,ny such law as is now proposed to 
be put On the Statute-book. That being so, I say it is a serious concern 
of the piibli(*> that nn offence like this should be created now, without the 
public being given full opportunity to consider the position and Express 
its opinion thereon. 


Now. what is the scope of this Bill? This is another fetter on the 
libeity of the J^ress. Can there be any doubt about it? It comes to this, 
the Press of this country is not to discuss foreign relations, a most vital 
luatter for the country. Discussing foreign relations is a most important 
duty of the Press. It is a duty which is fully recognised by the civilised 
Governments throughout the world. The provisions of the Kill are so wide 
that the Political Department can obtain a cjuiviction on almost anything, 
because under the system of (fovernment which now prevails the Politi- 
cal Department is a rcseived subject. They will claim, and ^^laim rightly 
too, that they are the only people w'ho know anything about the foreign 

relations of India with other countries. If they say, if they give evidence, 

as it is proposed to do — that foreign relations will he prejudiced, who is to 
say no to that? The result will be that they will be the sole judge of 
whether a writing in the Press is defamatory, or rather, if defainatorv. 
whether it is likely to prejudice foreign relations. And look at the scope 
of it, — likely to iirejudicc foreign relations ! You could not use language 
wider than that. You may call it a law, but it lacks the very elementary 
requisite of law, — that is, definiteness. The court* must find it v('rv difli- 
cult to give effect to language of that kind. The result, must naturally 
be that if tlie Secretary of the Foreign Department gives evidence before 
the Court, that in their opinion — ^because it is a matter of opinion — the 
foreign relations are likely to be prejudiced, there is an end of the matter. 
I say the Court will find it impossible to go behind that opinion. I arn 
absolutely sure, iny Honourable friend Sii- Evelyn Howell knows fully wo'll 
that that will be tlie result of a proceeding in Court at the instance of tlie 
Foreign Department. I take it that evidence will bo given according to 
the ordinary procedure and the requirements of the Fjvidonco Act . ()ru*o 
that evidence is given, whether the defamation charged is likely to pn- 
judice foreign relations — that will depend entirely upon the evidence nf the 
Foreign Department. The Court will he helpless, will bp entirely at the 
mercy of the official witness. 


Look at another provision of the Kill. .\ny inomher of tlie family <'f a 
Euler — ^has any attempt been made to define that? So far as T remenihcr. 
the General Clauses Act does not attempt to define any such thing. T do 
not know of any Act which defines the member of a family, especially of 
a Ruler, an Oriental Ruler. I think Sir Evelyn Howell v\ill Hnd it '‘‘P' 
difficult to define the members of the families of certain rulers adjoining 
India. (Tjaughter.) A pitfall of this character should not be allowed to 
creep into any statute passed by this Assembly. My Honourable 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad has pointed out other difficulties too. My Honouf' 
able friend Sir a Evelyn Howell has assured the House that Arabia, 
and all those places would be excluded, but there is another legal 
which nnses in this connection. If Aden is p^rt of India, then Ara i 
is contignious to India. 

Six Evelyn Howell: Not the whole of Arabia, Sir. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: Part of independent Arabia would be included. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: The Hejn/ would not, T submit. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Lt tmiy be possible to try some such distinction, 
and 1 know niy Honourable friend Sir Evelyn Howell is acute enough to 
draw such distinctions, but it will he very difficult for a court of law to 
define what is or what is not included within the definition given in the 
Bill. There* is the case also of ])hi(*cs like Pondichcirv, (loa, (’hander- 
nagorc. It will, therefore, not only bo very difficult to say with respect 
to anything wliich is written in Ihr Press or uttered from the plalfomi 
and whifli may he* considered 1)\ any of the representatives of foreign 
povv(irs or their Ministers as defamalorv — whether or not foreign relations 
are endangen‘d or prejndicod tlu*rehy, and that there are the other ques- 
tions which will raise, fiulln r difficulties. I do not want to deal with 
all those questions at ])n‘sent. My main point is that this Bill as it has 
emerged from tin Select Committee frreates a new offence. I do not 
r-ay that tlie Sel<*et (‘(urimittee was lua well advised in narrowing down 
th(* lliil to eas(*s of defamation in the old l^nglisli law.* That max be 
so. It is in fa('t what \x e d(*inanded, but Gox’ernment having dropped 
tlu'ir original idea and havi!\g a<-ee})ted the view of the Select Committee 
nf this Houst* t<» bfiTig in a IMll '\ilh a imich n;n*n>\vcr scope anrl of a 
ciiffcr(*nt eharaet<*r altog<*tlier. it now becomes necessary to re-circulate 
the Bill foi* public opinion ae<M»r(ling tf) the ordi?ui»\ procialure of Select 
< ’oininittec's. Ida* ( ’ominitfe** itself might to have reported tliat the Bill 
is so altered as to require re-e;reulation. T do not knoxx* if any stronger 
<-!ise could be inadi* out for i«“-rirenlation. It ma.\ be said that the first 
BiM uas of a 'vid(*r seoia-, but niy point is that altlunigh the present Bill 
of a iiarroucr '•eoj)e, it m-eatev. a different offence. It is a different 
TM(‘asure. aiirl tin rel'orc* it imudit to l.o n'-cireulated. Tliorc is one other 
point. I do not knoxx if Dr. Zianddin intended to raise it. but from the 
way he dealt with thi- <pie<ti(at it suggested it^-elf to the House that this 
T'ill partieidarly affeetrd tin* Mussalmans. but that is not so. On the 
otiior hainl it might xerx wril ho argued that some of the adjoining States 
heing Mnssalman Statt '^. it affects the non-Aruslim inhabitants of the 
country more than the Mussalmans. At any rate that is not the point. The 
vvliole point now is xvhctlu'r the Bill ought not to ho re-ciiviilated as it 
ercat(*s a different offi'uee to the one ir the original Bill. The Honourable 
Member in ehargi* of the Bill has alluded to the faet that in other countries 
some, provision or other of this nature exists. It is perfoetly true, but we 
have got to se«‘ wlietlier tlien* i'* really a good ease for re-enacting them 
here. The conditions of India are x’orv different from the conditions in 
Brazil and ]ilaees like tied. We kiioxv in European eountries. w^hether 
^he laxv is tliere or not. <*ritieism of foreign policy is a matter of every 
dav occurrence and is a most vital part of a nation ‘s interest and are we 
^oing to stifle such critieisms in this country? As a matter of fact in 
England, as t]u‘ Honoura]>Ie tin* Baxv Member xvill admit, the law in this 
^espoeti has he<‘n oh.solete. It is more than IfX) years, T believe, since 
there was a prose(*ution. I pointed this out in my last speech. I did 
listen very earofully to xvhat Sir Ex’olyn Hoxvoll had to say on this point 
the previous mneasion. and 1 must say that neither T nor most Mem- 
bers on this side of the House were convinced of the nocessitv for such a 
^ueasure. Any wav even if there lie a neeessity. T think we must consult 
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public opinion on the Pill as it has been reported on by the Select Com 
mittee, and that is the question now before the House. I do hope tha 
Government will consider tliis point seriously, and 1 am sure that Meniben 
on this side of the House will consider it necessary and vital that a nieasur^ 
of this importance should receive in its present form that judgment o 
public opinion which its importance deserves. 


Diwan Bahadur ECarbilas Sarda (Ajmer Mcru ara : General) : J rise jusi 
to say a word in su])port of the amendment proposed by Dr. Ziauddin 
The question bqfore us is nothing more than that the Bill should bi' 
re-eireulated instead of being taken into (consideration on the ground that 
the Select Committee appointed to consider it has mat(!rially altered it. 
If there has been a material alteration in thi* Bill, and this, I think, hai- 
been fully proved by my Honourable friend Sir Abdur Rahim, it is not 
only proper but incumbent that the Bill should be (drciilatecl to elicit 
public opinion. From an offence of the nature of si'dition to an offenci’ 
of the nature of defamation and libel, one has to travel very far in fact 
from one place to another. They are two different and two (listinct kinds 
of offences. One is entindy personal. The other is with r(*gard to the 
State. The object of the Bill evidently is that nothing should he done 
to prejudice relations between the Oovenimeni of Tmlia and another 
State. That being so. if \v<.* find that tlie ('>ffcn(f(' whi(*h was made punish- 
able by the original Bill has been changed, it is very nect’ssarv that the 
matter should go again before public opinion, .and Govemnicnt should know 
what public opinion in the matter is. As it is, I think the scopc^ of thi* 
Bill, by including Ministers and members of the family of Rulers of adjoin- 
ing States, has been made very wide. It is very difficult to define or 
determine for the purposes of the Bill who the incumbers of the family 
of a particular Ruler arc. As, however. T do not want to go into the 
merits of the thing, 1 support the anuaidiuent on fin* ground that as 
there has been a material change in the Bill it should be ro-circiilated 
for eliciting public opinion. 


Mr. B. Sitaraxnaraju (Ganjam rmn Vi/agapatam ; Non-Muh:nni)i.Ml:ni 
Hural) : Sir, the Bill has been very much modifiiMl by the Solccd Tom- 
mittee, Ijiit notwithstanding that fact, tin* l^ill is iieitluT fish, no?* llosli 
good red herring. If my objt'ctioii laid hiu'ii only to tlu' 

, drafted. I could have movid 

amendmont.s and taken my chance. As it is, 
altered, as pointed out by the leader of our group, and a 


nor 

and the terms in. which the ])rovisions arc dratted. I er 

As it is, the Bill has been mai» ri;illy 
and a good (Nisc Iwrf 
been made out for sending it out for clic*ifing public opinion. Sir, 
w’h(‘n he introduced tliis Bill as well as on the ]»rcscnt occasion, 
Fonagn Secretary st.atcd that this Bill was intended to bring the 
into line with the Ffiglisli law on the subject. ;oid f\n*thcr he 
Ibis Bill purports to embody ilic principles .-md praeti(a* of I lie 
law. Both the propositions are incon'eei .•md can lx* 

i Y • •It • 


s.-lirl 
e 

disf)uicd. This 

as it stands is neither justified liy doctrines of intcnuitional law, 

in a^-eordiinee with the practice of civilized nations. I^ic object nnnor* 
Iving tVie Bill appears to be based on a political necessity rather 
a leg.d necessity. Sir. the Foreign S(X*r(*tary 's statement th.d, “R 
rocognized priu- iple of intemationnl law that the State's, in their 
w;fh r?tlier Stales an* rc*-j>onsiblo for acts (*oiijmitt(*d by persoiK ^ 
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fiheir jurisdiction” is incorrbct. iu theory and at variance with international 
usages and practice. The modem theory and practice of international law 
fyn tile subject has been recently summarized as follows by an able writer ; 

“An individual may violate interna tional law and thereby occaaion injury tc 
foreign States or its nationals, but his acts need not necessarily be attributed to the State 
within which he is found nor engage the responsibility of the State. The State is 
never rcajionsible for the art of yu inrlividual as such. It cannot be regarded as 
an absolute guarantor of the i>roper condiuf of all persons within its bounds. Before 
its responsibility can be engaged, it is nece.ssary to show that it has violated an inter- 
national duty recognized by the ciisi-oinaiv and podtive law of nations in a elejir and 
definite form.*' 

These duties arc sumrnarisod as billows : 

(1) The individual may jIo banii cither to a foreign Stale itself nr to an alien. In 

the Tormer case a puidii- claim i.s constituted, he., a claim by the foreign State in 
its own behalf. irn lndes jiitaeks aii<{ insint : directed again.«» the be id of that 

State or its flag. 

(2) Protection to diplomatic agents. Failure would entail reparation. 

(3) Injurious acts from individuals within its jurisdiction, such as i/iids on their 
territorie.s. 

(4) Libel on Sovercigii.s or violation id' their ambassadors* privileges punishable 
under the criminal law of the land, for which generally exemplary puni.^hinenls are 
meted out. 

It will thus be seen that the responsibilities of the States in respect of 
Hctivitics of indix idiiuls are not as wide as they are now sought to be made 
out. Tht?y tire re.stricted (I) by (*onsidorations that a State is not respon- 
sible for the activities of individuals as such but only for its failure to 
fulfil certain international duti<*s imposed upon it by the law of nations. 
(Jh These duties do not imdiide the prevention of any and every act of 
individuals that a foreign State may consider injurious to its interests 
iis the elaborate t^xplanation of the Foreign Secretary would have it but 
only the prevention and bringing to justice of actual acts of injury done 
t-* a foreign power by individuals by the commission of injurious acts 
rocogni/.(*d as international injuries by international law. These acts 
Sin' : 

(1) Aggri‘ssion on the lerriti^rv of a foreign State. 

(2) Injury to property and life (d its nationals. 

(.*1) Libel on its liead. 

With regard to the (\\u .stion of State regulations and domestic laws as 
Hro said to i)e obtaining iii »'verv modern State, I would like to take the case 
of Great Britain first. In (treat Ilritain there is no specific law on the 
subject, i*xeopt the Foreign Fdilislnu'iits Act, to enforce international 
obligations. Bvit the F<uvign Kulistments Act applies principally to the 
<^ase of %var and net.s <)f aggri'ssion and is primarily directed against mer- 
(•enary soldiers. In peace, the li])erty of the Press and opinion is restricted, 
only by the English law c'f libels. This gives protection not only to British 
subjects against one another hut to heads of States and amhass.-ulors. This 

all the law in England on this svd)joet. To say that ibis Bill is 
intended to bring the law into line with the English law is palpably 
niJiccurate and absurd. I'liis is mdhing but an encroachment of the 
^2’oc.ntive in this country. Vov instance, even with the wording of clause 
^ amenijod^ as now, it ean have onl\ one effect, the sunprossion of all 
o^ressions of opinion on the foreign poliev of the British Empire in India, 

‘ ^ w ns regards tho.so State's in ]>artieular to wbieh this Bill is sought 
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to be now applied, excepting those expressions of opinion as nia;y be per 
initted by the Government of India. There is no proper judicial control 
Moreover, once a complaint is lodged, justifiably or unjustifiably, there is 
absolutely no criterion left to the Judge whether a person is guilty or not. 
The question whether a particular statement is likely to promote unfriendlv 
relations between His Majesty's Government and the Government of a 
foreign State is a question of fact. It must necessarily vary according te 
th(' circumstances of the (fase. A statement wliicli inay promote unfriendlv 
relatioiis with one State* may not do so with anotlier. Whether it will d!) 
so in a particular case will depend upon an infiiiite variety of circumstances 
including the domestic political situation of a foreign State of which the 
Judge can taktj no cognizance at all. This difliculty was pointed out in one 
of the opinions gathered on this Hill from the Judges of our Higli (\)uvts. 
The* measure will thus have the offoet of subordinating the domestic ^ dv- 
eminent of one country to tlu- necessities of the domestic situation in 
another. Such a law, so far from being in (*onfonnity with international 
law, is absolutely at varianct* with the fundamontal principle of a ful' 
national sovereignty'. (Hear, hear.) 

The Horcign Secretary lia> further stated, Sir, that it is intended tc 
bring tliis law into conformity with the practice and procedure obtaining 
in Kngland on this subject. tii this connection 1 would like to read a 
few case's from which it ivill be seen that Whatever may have been the 
law in England in ages gone by. so far as the present period is concerned, 
.England has no such law as :w\\ intended to be introduced here. Here 
is an important case: 


‘•'I'lx' Juny. wliirli wus <#m* of tht* ««f 1 }m* 

Itriiaiii and CJorniany h.uard.^i ihc of lh(^ prespiit ''piiturv. 

was thp siilij('ct of fiiiuli jjolnipd jittcMainii mi put of thi* nsib^li Pips.s. hi 1904 
a British paper .su^fjested that llie Bn'tiNli t ivy slmiilcl fall iipori the C«erfiinii Heel 
before it had i^rown loo strong; and destroy it jns( as it had desiroyi'd the Daiiidi 
fleet in 1807. Sir Frank Lascelles, the British Ainba.ssador, had a talk on this subject 
with Pnru’c* \oii Bulow, the friiperial (^hancpllor. and reported to (lie Koreij^ii OfT'ut 
on Dei ein'. er 28, 1904 : 


‘ the* lon.s'tanl altark.s in the Kii^lish Ihess. whicli liad met with no ofTicial 

disapproval, and Ihe new scheme for the leia-t^ani nation of the Xavy had pfivon rise 

to the relief, wliieh had become very prevaleni in (lorniany, tliat Enii'Iand bail the 

intention of attack i 11^4 her * 


Count Melternicb’.s statement had ^riven jurreat .«al isfn«*tioii to the Emperor, ^vlio 
had become .suspicious in coiiwHiuenco of bis attention liavine been drawn to a remit 
article in the jirnn/ fnuj Nnr.y Caz^'tfv and a suK'^c^ion in Vanity Fair that Enjihind 
should treat the fierrnan fleet in 1904 as she treated the Danish fleet in 1808. (sie.j 
J said that the two paper.s I)o ineiitioncd we'e v.o’lhoni any practical importance aiin 
I thon|?ht it a pilv that the Emperor should have ])aid any atli*ntion to thetn. Aboiii 
•^ame time the British Arnbas.«ndor in Berlin had a lon;r di.sciis.sion with Herr vou 
Holstein of the German Forei^rn Office about the I fine of the British Pn'ss, and ne 
wrote to Cord Lansdowrie on December 30. 1904 : This subiecl aj^ain came up h'' 

discussion between the two Grivernnients abmil si\ montlis Inter. While udvm_r 
account of a conversation he had had with the liiifierial Cliancellor, Sir Frank Lasrrlio- 
wrote to Lord Tjansdowne on .Tune 12, 1905 : 

‘He (von Bulow) regrefeed that this .state of things should exist and that the 
English Press should continue the ho.stilitv ai^aipst Germanv. T was aware ot ni 
sensitiveness of the Emperor to English opinion, and hardly a day pa.ssed witnon 
His Majesty’s sending him (Bulow) a sheaf of Em/lish papers to read. 

T^rd Lansdowne also wrote to Sir Frank La'^celles on the .subject. He slated: 

‘So far as T wa*. able to follow^ the artrument of these ].evsonaures. the ftrainod 
lations which were believed to exist between Great Britain an<l Germany w’ere 
the first place, to the atHtnde of the English Press, and in the senmd 
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With regar4 to the attitude of the Press, HU Excellency (Count Met tern ich, the 
German Ambassador in London) who knew this country so well, must 1 thought bo 
well aware that His Moljesty’s Government was in no way answerable for the language 
of our newspapers/ 

At the time of tJie JRa.siinian (Crisis of 1908, the British Press generally took up 
a very stwng nnti-Austrion attitude. This led to very strong diplomatic representa- 
tions on the part of the Austro-Hungarian Government to the British Government. 

On November 5, 1908, we find Sir W. E. Goschen writing to Sir Edward Grey, — *His 
Majesty’s Government regret as much as any one that the newspaper Press, should at 
times be utilized as the vehicle for international recriminations. But even if they 
had the power to interfere — which it is of course will known they have not. . , 

Hero it is si)eeifiefilly admitted, Sir, that they have no power to control 
the Press. There is also another case. Tt is the case on which the 
Har(iiu*ss of Sidishiiry expressed the opinion that the Press is not under 
^control : 

“Tn March, 1900, extremely provocative articles were published in The Times re- 
garding Germany. Sir F. Lascelles, the British Ambassador in Berlin, sent the 
following telegram to the Marquess of Salishiiry on this subject on March 16.” 

this tfle^ram, complaining about the eondutit of the British Press, Lord 
Salishury sent the following reply: 

“I apj»r(ive of your language to the Emperor which if necessary you can repeat 
from Tfie. 'The iiicidenls referred to are most unfortunate but the vagaries of the 
newspapers are entirely beyMiid my control.” 

Thou, Sir, you will find a number of other instances where even British 
^finistors and Statesmen have repeatedly stated that, whatever may be the 
English law on the? subject years ago, at the present moment, or even at 
the time of 1900, there was no such law in existence which could control 
the Pi’ess. In this connection, T would like to draw the attention of the 
Phaisc to one particular opinion expressed by one of the most brilliant 
r.C.S, inrn of the ])r«ivinc(* of Madra'^. Hr. Galletti. This is what he says: 

‘‘ J’hc Bill gives powei’ not t>nly Ui tin* (lovi*riiincnl of India but even a local Oov- 
eniinem to pmsecute for anything likely to promote unfriendly relations between His 
.Majesty’s Government that, is TIis Majesty’s Government in England, and the Govern- 
ment of any Stale in the world; and power to any magistrate to awar«l punishment. 

2. In practice Vuith under ilie prcsc^nt coIl^t itutioji and the federal constitution 
it will be the Viceroy who will deeiile on pro.secution. and conviition will follow' as 
a iiialter of (nurse. Tt is a power 1 would not entrust to oTiy one man except on 
one conditi(jri, that in the particular eircumstaiiees he will be subject to the control 
of public opinion.” 

T fhid from the repoH of the Select Committee that no distinction has 
been made hotwcon the expressions of opinion in religious matters and 
political matters. Bo that as it may, 1 would like to read this passage 
in the very language which this European civilian has used : 

“No Viceroy will dare to prosecute for expressions of opinion, however stmng, 
that a. neighbouring State is not governed in accordance with the principles of the 
Koran nr that one pretender to the Ihrone is a bolter Miibanimadan than another. 

1 would confino the Bill, like section 125 I. P. C. to Asiatic State'*.” 

That of course is done to a certain extent. However, jurisdiction should 
hi given only to Session Courts, Mr. Galletti states : 

*T would give jurisdiction only to Sessions Courts sitting with jurors.” 

Tliat is a point which was not accepted by the Select Committee and I ' 
find that there is an amendment standing in the name of Mr. Maswood 
Al\mad to that effect. Mr. Galletti further says : 

*‘I would not have a separate Act. I would add a section to the Indian Penal 

fode after section 125, which would bo merely a logical corollary to that section.” 

Q 
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J 'iiere is also another opinion, as has been pointed out by Sir Abdur Bcbhim, 
.•* hich would have this treated in the same way as defamation is treated.* 
Further on Mr. Galletti says :=■ 

“The objection to the Bill in its present 1‘orm is obvious to any man of liberal 
mind. Everyone has his preferences and his prejudicest. Queen Victoria resented 
attacks on her fellow potentates and ha<l the will but not the power to prosecute any 
one who attacked thehi. The parallel with England would only hold if the Sovereign 
in England exercised that power as the Viceroy would have whether under the 
present or the future constitution. The jnswer isi exercised by the Government in 
England and the Government in England is under control. Napoleon III demanded 
the punishment of Englishmen who libelled him, but public opinion prevented the 
Government giving his satisfaction. A Government ihat intercepted Mazzini’s letters 
vas promptly brought to hell in parliament and in press. Mr. Gladstone was never 
in danger of prosecution for calling the Government of Naples the negation of God 
or for campaigns against Turkish atrocities. Even in the war no one was in danger 
of i^rosecution for attacking Signor Giolitli or President Wilson or King Constantino 
though these attacks fell under the mischief of the present Bill. Libels on President 
Kruger were allowed although they led to the Boer war. King Leopold of Belgium 
was freely libelled for alleged atrocities in the Congo Free State. Attacks on the 
Soviet and Fasci^^t Governments and on the personal character of Stalin, and Mussolini 
are made daily in England. France allows a virulent and vulgar Anti-Fasci.st ])nper 
full of scurrilou.s attarks on Mussolini, to be printed in Paris. Public opinion in 
England and France will not permit the Government to pro'^eciite. The objection to 
giving power to the Viceroy to prosecute is that public opinion here is not strong 
enough to check the Viceroy. A further objection is that it is unnecessary to defend 
non- Asiatic Governnientis.’* 

Sir, tho.se are the opinions expressed by a European Civilian serving in the 
Presidency of Madras. T would also like to give the words of another 
European Civilian, who is the District ^Magistrate of Knrnool. With refer- 
ence to the remarks made by the Honourable the \rover of this motion, 
he statss as follows 

“If the Foreign and Political Department wants legislation it should not cam. »n 11 age 
at. The Honourable Mover’s speech was so cla1n)ralcly camounageH a.s ne almost 
irrelevant in parts.” 

Sir, from mv own province several opinions have been received which are 
against this Bill. T would also quote the opinion of the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate of Madras. This is what he says: 

“I find it somewhat difficult to support the ineasnre that hn^ been proposed. In a 
country like India having a population of 72 million Muhammadans in close nei'dibonr 
hood of Muhammadan States the prevention of all criticism of the acts of 
neighbouring rulersi — ^in matters affecting their ro-religioni<ts i.s liable to bo 
derably lesentcd. The Bill malies no distinction of the critici.sm of these nilcis 
in matt<»rs of religion as distingni.shed from temporal affairs. It is so wide 
it includes both; and both the criticism .and the con.sef|uential resentment is likely tc 
be much greater in these matters than in purely temporal .nffairs. T am not aware 
any law’ anywhere in the world which in the slightest degree prevents the members 
of* a particular sect from criticising the conduct of heads of slates in reference te 
their conduct in matters of religion. This is very different from preventing nbe 
against rulers of Foreign States, lieccause an .attack on the character of a ruh'r m!^> 
now” >)e necessary for criticising his conduct w’ith reference to his religion. 
ing how zealously Muhammad,an.s in any p.art of the world watch the interests oF thei 
co-religionists abroad, and that India has perhaps the largest Muhammadan ponn . 
tion, I think the Bill is particularly un.«*iiitable to the conditions in this courury. 

Sir, the opinions that I have read out so far are entirely .against 
but I am sure it will he said that the Assembly has already^ aecepted 
principle of the Bill. Sir, we have never accepted the principle 
Bill. We have been fiorhting from the beginning, and we even went i 
the lobby against it. However that be as the very wording of clause i 
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4 ?ven as amended, shows, it is a Bill which cannot be accepted. The Bill 
as it has emerged from the Select C».)mmittee is altogether different from 
the previous one, and it is absolutely necessary that wo must have the 
ot)inion of the country on it before we proceed with it. It was stated by 
;i wr’tcr of great reputation that the h'oreign Belations Bill was justified 
neither bv doctrines of international law nor by the practice of civilised 
nations. Its springs, ho said, arci in fact not leg»al but ])olitical, and it is 
1 p M i^^'ndered imperative by circumstances peculiar to India. British 

’ ’ foreign policy, so far as it concerns India, has of necessity to 
recognise tlie fact that there is a potential threat to the unity of the 
Empire in the nationalist aspirations of. India. Its efforts therefore to a 
,‘::rlial extent at any rate are directed to counterbalancing those aspira- 
ilons, or at least towards seeing that no foreign influence complicates the 
Internal situation. It is therefore a measure directed against the whole 
<T)untrv and against all classes so much so that it cannot afford to have 
I’n-edoin of opinion about the foreign relations of the country. It is not 
.orri'ct to state that it is a Muslim affair. It is an Indian affair, and as 
v;nch [ lodge my emphatie protest and support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Piohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muham- 
inadan Eural) : Sir, I am <^orry that the discussion, of course inevitably, 
h\< been widenu'd in its scope instead of being (‘onfin(‘d ]diroly to the 
amendment of my Honourable friend Dr. Zianddin Ahmad. At the present 
^tage, T deliberately propose to abstain from offering anv remarks en the 
Foreign Delations Bill or its consideration, and would like to concentrate 
my own argument on the question of circulation. My opinion on this ques- 
tion is exactly the same as my opinion waf< during the last Simla Session 
when a friend of mine and a respected Member of my party brought for- 
WMid the motion that the Press Bill he re-cirenlatod for opinion. T opposed 
tli(‘ r(*-circulation on principle. Tn that' particular case, I was a Afember 
of the Select rommitteo, and as a Arember of the Select Committee, I felt 
obliged, oven though the Bill was s^haped beyond recognition by the Select 
roimniitee, tn siq^poii- where the S(dccf Committ 'e supported (he Bill and 
to got it changed on the floor of the House where the minority in the 
Roloct Committee differed from that Bill. That is exactly the position 
that T propose to adopt in regard to this measure, though T am in a better 
position in thijy case because I have not been a Alember of the Select Com- 
mittee. Sir, the argument that the Honourable the Leader of the Inde- 
pendent Party addressed to this House was chiefly this. He said that 
when a Bill emerged from the Select Committee changed beyond recogni- 
tion. then the Bill should be re-cireulated for opinion because it ifi a new 
^ill. I bog to differ from him. If a Bill emerges from the Select Com- 
niittoo in an nggi'avatcd fonn with objectionable features increased, it 
h('comos nocossary to circulate the Bill for public opinion. But if a Bill 
emerges from the Select Committee in an improved form — and T believe 
the Hono\irable the Loader of tlu' Tiidepondent Party has not stated that 
the Bill has emerged in an agg]*avatod form with iueveased object iqnahle 
features .... 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I said it was a different Bill, a different measure. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: He said it was not the same Bill. As T said in 
Simla in regard to the Press Bill, even though one of my friends belong- • 

fe nay party contended at the time that the Bill was very different 

C 2 
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from what it was when it went to the Select Committee, I held at the time 
that it was. a Bill which had come in an inii)roved form even thongli sonio 
of its principles had been vitally shaken -and some of the clauses had been 
wholly changed. I said as it had come in an improved form, it was for us 
to discuss it on the floor of the House and reject it if we did not think it 
acceptable to us, or amend it in whatever fonn it should be amended. 1 
am at rrei-rtrit not uttering one word on the merits of the Bill because J 
think thiTc \^•ill be ample opportunity during the progress of the Bill, if 
Dr. Ziinuhliii Ahmod’s amendment does not prove acceptable to tins 
House, to cxpiess my opinion on that matter. At present, as amply 
illufftrated b\ quotations made by the Whip of the Independent Party, 
there has been a good deal of opinion against the Bill which was circulated 
and this is more or les^s the same Bill. T do not for a moment think the 
object of the Bill is different. I do not believe that the principle of the 
Bill has been altered : the purpo?#e of the Bill continues to be the same, 
only it has been improved, but perhaps that is a matter which will have 
to be discussed at a later stage. It lias been improved perhaps in certain 
aspects, and on that matter I s<hould like to hear ^[embers of my party 
who have served on the Select Committee, and I believe they have yet to 
s])eak on that, but until Ihey have spoken 1 would leave the (]Ut*stion Dpeu. 
My pa!*ty has not made this a party question. M> party has left the doors 
open. So far as the question of re-circulation is concerned, in the light of 
certain obseiwations made by Mr. Baju, who quoted abundantly the opinion 
expressed in the country when it was first circulated for opinion, T con- 
clude that re-circulation is only a superfluity to which T am unwilling to 
commit my party. At the same time, T may f^ay that when the Bill comes 
up for discussion on the floor of the House, Members of my party will be 
free to discuss the matter exactly as they choose. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division ; Muhammadan Bural) : 
The objection which w’as taken to this Bill at the Simla Session w^as niof^tly 
one objection, that it affected religious performances of Muslims, and it 
debarred the ^luslims* from making fair criticism of the actions of those 
Bulers whore the Muslims, on account of their religious performances, have 
Ifj go. Tliat was the objc'ction strongly tak<*n by my ironoiirable friend. 
Sir Abdur Eahim, that he did not like the Bill to be sent to the Select 
Committee, and when the House voted in favour of the Bill being rcferrcMl 
to the Select Committee on the as<surance given by the Leader of the 
House that, before it w'ont to the Select Committee, it would be circulated 
for public opinion by executive order, when this w\as done and the Bill 
r( f<*rred to the Select Comnutte(‘, the Honourable the Loader of the 
Independent Party not only himself refused to si‘rv(? mi the Committc(‘ but 
stopped every Member of his party from serving on the Committee. The 
result was that every one dropped out. 

Sir Abdur Itahim: That w^ns nob so. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: One bv one every one whose name was 
proposed for the Select Committee' withdrew' his name. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah : Because I was opposed to the 
principle of the Bill. 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Once the Hous^ having voted for refer- 
ring the Bill to Select Committee, they refused to serve on the Committee 
and thus deprived tlie Select Committee greatly of the benefit which the 
Committee could have derived from the wise counsels which arc tendered 
to-d{iv. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: What about the Honourable Member himself? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: After saying that one is not willing to 
s<M’ve on Iho Select fV)nmiiltee, it ‘s not fair for one to eonie and criticise 
tlio particular actions taken by the Select Committee. One objection had 
been taken that public opinion had not been consulted and if opinions had 
been roeoivod they had not been properly considered by the Select Com- 
mittee. But T beg to differ from this. There were two kinds of opinions 
received, one, was opinion which was> real opinion, and those people pointed 
out the difficulties in the Bill and made certain suggestions as to how to 
improve the. Bill. There were other kinds of opinions which were not 
opinions at all. Those opinionf^ were that the Bill affected the religious 
freedom and therefore the Bill should not bo enacted. Witli all humility, 
I beg to differ from those opinions and also differ from those Honourable 
Members who call this opinion. T think this could not be the opinion 
hecaus'c these people did not «tndv the Bill at all, and this kind of opinion, 
which neither suggests any remedy, nor points out any difficulty, could be 
liardlv called any opinion. And due weight was given to all those opinions 
which fell under the first category. 

Now, Sir, the chief point w’hich was made by my Honourable and 
learned friend the Leader of the Independent Pai*tY and certain other 
■Vrusliin Members' and also supported by some Governments, especially the 
U. P. Government, was that an unnecessary legislation, which might 
create a kind of agitation by affecting certain rights of IMuslims, should not 
bo undertaken. That being the case, due regard wa» paid to this question. 
It was considered that the principal countries in which Musilims were con- 
rorned on account of their religious performances were Arabia, Mesopotamia 
and Palestine. And it was decided by the Select Committee that these 
places should bo excluded from the scope of the Bill because no criticism 
of a fair kind should h(' allowed to come within the scope of the Bill where 
they are really and vitally CMumerued. So the S-'l-n*! ('’ommittee chose to 
limit the scope of the Bill, although it was not really warranted. But it 
was thought that the Government’s object could be gained if the scope was 
narrowed down, and with this narrowing down, the objection which was 
taken by the Muslims was absolutely taken away. It has been narrowed 
down to the States which border on India, or are contiguous to the shores 
of India, and no religious ohiocti(ni can be taken now to the present Bill 
it haft come out. This Bill affects- Hindus, Christians. Siklis, etc., as 
^auch as it affects Muftsalmans. and duo consideration was given to the 
ffict that no interference with religious porformnnees fthould he permitted 
in this Bill. 

Another objection is that the Bill, as it has come out of the Select 
Coimnittoo, is totally different from the original Bill. I ipiite agree in that. 
Hie first Bill said that anv statement which tended, to create unfriendly 
Tclationft was punishable. It was found by the Select Committee that the 
foope of the Bill was very wide aud they said that a statement which was 
the nature of defamation of a Prince w’ould be punishable — defamation 
defined in ther Indian Penal Code. The Prince or Buler defamed cannot 
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appear in the courts of British India and in order to give him protection 
it was laid down that the (.xovernor General in Council should be authorisod 
to lodge a complaint before the court and prove that it was a libellous 
statement. In addition to that, they have also to prove a second fact, that 
it also creates unfriendly relations. So in order to have a conviction, 
thest" two things will have to be proved by the Governor General in 
Council. 

So the scope has been narrowed down and it has emerged from the 
Committee in a much better form. The Committee considered whether the 
court should be the judge as regards the likelihood of unfriendly relations 
being created, or ^^'hether it should be left to the (Tovernor General in 
Council, and the majority of the Committee came to the coiiclu&ion that 
the court should be the judge and this should form part of the Bill. So 
witli these two things, it is ver\ diiliciilt for thi* Governor General in Council 
to launch a prosecution unless they are absolutely s#ure that they can 
secure a conviction. The> will probablv in inan\' cases (hoosc^ not hi 
prosecute owing to the difticultv of proving tliat there will be unfriendly 
relations, because it will have to be proved in court by some officer of 
Government who will have to disclose the correspondence and evidence in 
their possosf^ion. Sir, T think the Bill goes far beyond the limits that 
would be required for giving real protection to Hnlers of neighbouring 
States. 

One |)oint which struck me during the debate and which was pointed 
out by my Honourable friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, escaped the notice 
and attention of the Select Committee, and I feel sorry that he did not 
sit on that Conimittee; if he had been there and if he had pointi'd it out. 
the Committee would have been wiaer. It was about Aden. Of course if 
India includes Aden for the piir]>()ses of this BIN. then it touches eeri.iin 
States; but the intention of the Select Committee was never to include 
them in the scoj)e of the Bill. But I feel dfuibtful whetluu' tin* word “India” 
will include Aden, because it is Briti&h India which includes Aden, and the 
word used is not British India, but only India, and therefore I thought that 
when my Honourable friend was talking about Pondicherry and Goa and 
other settlements of foreign powers in India, whether they are bordering on 
India or not, I thought that the word used was< not British India, and that 
anything which stands outside India will be considered to be outside 
India, as India stands on the map, and not India which may bo i*alled 
Britisli India, which is a totally different thing. Gi?ogrjiph’(*al India 
includes Pondicherry and Chaiidcrnagore and Go.i, anil other places alsn. 
But if my friends think that the scope of the Bill. a«-- it stands toda\. 
includes those states, which was not the intention of the Select Committee, 
of course an easy amendment can be made in the shape of an explantition 
added to .clause 2, by wliich we can say that for the purposes of this Bdb 
Aden will not be considered as part of India. Then no prosecution will be 
launched in respect of defamation as far as those territories which 
bordering tlie small colony of Aden in Arabia arc concerned T would 
like that, for this little thing, this Bill should be re-circulated again for 
obtaining the kind of opinions that have been read out by the Honourable 
gentleman. I do not think any case ha.s been made out for re-circulati‘>a. 

Another point which has been touched by my Honourable fnend Sir 
Abdur Rahim is this, that the framers of the Indian Penal Code have 
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deliberately abstained from putting down this offence in the Indian Penal 
(lode. I beg to differ from this; they did not deliberately abstain from 
putting thia down. Political circumstances in 1861 were not the same as 
the political circumstances are today. India did not stand in the same 
need in 1861 as she stands today . . . 

An Honourable Member: Are we in a worse position? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: The political circumstances have change 
ed. The Amir of Afghanistan was not then considered an independent 
rniiT in those dM\s; but he 's nn indojjcmdent ruler to-day. The position of 
other contiguous states isi absolutely changed. The circumstances are 
changing, and for this purpose, every day as the necessity arises, the law 
has# to be changed. The law can never be -the same, and it will have to 
be changed as the circumstances change, and we find today that certain 
conditions find certain statements appear in the Press, which make it 
obligatory that protection should be given to our neighbours so that the 
relations between India and those States may remain solid, and may not 
be jeopardised by the man who writes in the Press simply for his own 
sake. I think that the Bill should be (considered now and there is no 
necessity hn- re-cireiilation. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three o.f the Clock. 


'riu* Asseiubl\ re-assembled. aftcT Lunch at Tweuly-lTve Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, Mr, President in the Chair. 


Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madras : Muhammadan): 
Mr. President, I support the aiiu’ndiut'ut moved by my Honourable friend. 
Dr. Ziauddin Aliiuad. So far as the legal aspect of tlie Bill is concerned, 
it has been fully dealt witli by the Honoura.hle the [jiaKlor of my Party 
and also by niy Honourable friend, Mr. Sitaramaraju. As a layman, I will 
try to convince tlie House of tlie necessity iff circulating this Bill for 
eliciting public opinion. The contentic ii of the Government is that it 
has been (circulated, hut eireulation by means of an exeeutivi* order is 
no circulation at all a(’C(wding to (Uir view\ Tt will be circulated to Local 
Governments, to High Courts and to Bar Associations, hut there are. 

many importaid associations run by the publics and lliev .are (d’ all- 
Tndia reputation, and tlrs Mill has not ht^on circulated to tluau. So far 
r know. Sir, the All-Tndia Muslim League h.as not been consulted 
on this important (piostion, nor has the iVtuslim Couf('‘renco heoii con- 
snlted. Tho All-Tndia Khilafat CV'anmittee, the Jamiatul-TMema-i-Hind, 
Belhi. Jamintul-Ulemn of Cawnpore, have been totally igruwed, the 
•^oiuman-i-Tslam of Ti.alion* has not been eon su He'd : in fact not even 
single public association h.as Ixam consulted ; nor h.ave the (hn ernment 
oonsnlted any Hindu, Sikh, Christian or Parsi Association on this important 
iuatt('r. So, S’r, the Mover of this amendment was cautious enough 
jn usiiJig the word “circulating'' this Bill and n(^t “re-circulating" as 
has been put down liy my Honourable friend, Mr. Maswe^od Ahmad. 
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We do not recognise this circulation ^ by virtue of an executive order. 
The whip of our party, as has been pointed out, is not in favour of 
that kind of circulation of a Bill of this important character. My friend 
Mr. Yamin Khan, who is absent now, laid strong stress on the point 
that we did not signify our willingness to serve on the Select Committee 
when our names were proposed, and in tliat connection he went to 
the length of saying that the leader of our party prevailed upon us not 
to serve on the Select Committee, which is not at all a fact. We have 
got our own independent view; we can use our discretion as to on what 
I'onunittees we should serve and with what eoinuiiltta's we should n<it 
be associated. The House is fully alive to the fact that all members of 
our party were opposed to tlie very priiici])le of the Bill, and therefore 
we were not willing to serve on the Select Committee. This point has 
been made much of by my HonourahK' friend Mr. Vainin Klian, who 
said tliat inasmneli as we liave not served on tiu* SeU‘ct C/Oinmiltco, 
there is no justification to criticise the Government now. In his ontJiu- 
siasm to support this Bill, lie lias ignorutl evcai lhi» ()[)ini()n of some. 
jMuslim Associations who have sent a copy of the Ecsolntion passed by 
them to the Muslim Members here. The House may be aware, of (he 
fact, and particularly my friend the Foreign Secretary, that Shias as a 
whole have raised a line and cry against this Bill. laieknow. which 
happens to be tlieir centre, held many a meeting and they liavc passed 
Eesolutions, copies of which have been forwarded to (Jovoi-nnu'i.i and 
also to the Press. Such being the case, it is (xuitc necessary that this 
Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. As regards the 
Bill as a whole. Sir, there is some erroneous impression in the minds 
of some of my non-Miislim friends that tliis measure will affi'ct Mnslinis 
and Muslims alone and so some non-lMuslims may keep themselves aloof 
from this. (A?? Hnnonrahle Member: “Who says sn?“) T know there 
are some ^lembers who think like that. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra:Y es, tlicro are some 'Memhia-s who think like that, 
I know. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Here is my TTonmir.ihIc 
friend to support me. But the question is this. Sir. The Hhert n of Iho 
Press has already been curtailed, and this Bill is surely cnhailati'd to 
curtail its liberty to the highest possible •dtigree. There is no sense or 
justification in saying that Government v ill avail ihemselvi's of reasonable 
oppoiA uni ties, and that they will not sanction prosoention unwnrrantcdly 
and unreasonably. What may scorn roasonahh' to th( riovm’nment may 
bo quite unreasohablc to us. After all, we know. Sir. how the Oovia-nor 
General in Council acts in matters like this. T do not moan any disresporf 
to the Members of the Executive Council, — the Governor Gcncnd in 
Council have to rely on the opinion of the Foreign Secretary, on one 
solitary individual, so far as matters like these are con(»ernod. 
Governor General in Council don’t generally say to what h(’ sn\s. 

So. Sir. there is great danger in undertaking legislation of this charnctci. 
So far as my constituency is concerned, T consulted manv genlloincn 
of eminence in mv province, and they are all against this. Tf my 
Mr. Yarnin and Members of his wav of thinking are of opinion th.w 
the modifications that have been made now have to a great extent mo 
tbe objections of the community, then they arc entirely mistaken. ^ ^ 
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therefore strongly urge that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion in its true sense, wliich is very very importafnt in matters 
this kind. 

As for the Deputy Leader of the ^Nationalist Party, 1 am glad that 
Ik* gavc^ only to his pc3rsonal opinion. I was afraid that he would 

even go to tlio oxti'iit ol* comiiiittiug liis own party against this motion, 
but he has not done so. 11c h.as found it impossible for him to agree 
with my Honourable friend and Leaden* Sir Abdur llahim in one important 
fact. Sir Abdur Ihihim has proved to the hilt that by legislation of this 
kind a new offence will he created which will not be either in the interests 
of the (Tovernment or tlie governed. Sir, I hold, that all Indian com- 
munities will bo affected by legislation of this nature. So, 1 hope that 
my Honourable friend Mr. Ilanga Iyer who, though a Northern Indian 
now, is a Madrassi . . . (An Honourahlr Member: "‘Is that a fault?’*) 

Ko, Sir. On the other hand, I feel proud of him. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: 1 am unwilling to interrupt my Honourable 
Iric^nd, hut what I stated was this. I was saving that my Party had 
left it as an open question. And there are ]\feinbcrs in my Party who 
are both for and against. As for the merits of the question, that is a 
larger issue ; I did not go into it. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: So, I express my joy over 

that expressioxi tliai without eoniinitting his partv in favour of or against 
the motion, he gave bis personal view, and I now reciuest him to cliange 
his personal vu'w also, because il has been })roved by so eminent a 
l.‘iw\('i‘ as the fjea(l<‘r of our Party that legislation of this Idnd is quite 
imcallod for and unnocossnrv, es])ecially as it creates a new offence which 
is sure to prove detrimental not only to the interests of the Government 
but also to those of all other communities alike. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: The Honourable tlie Mover of this amendment 
broiiglit hnwvard a similar motion when the Bill was before the House 
in the last Simla Session, and the grounds which he urged in support 
of that motion wore as flimsy and as untenable as those which he has 
urg(‘d to-day. 

SiiS the law of England,, piuushes defamatory statements against 
foreigners outside the dominions of the King only when such defamatory 
><tatements endanger or tend to t'ndangor peaceful relations between the 
^'ovennmait of His Majt'sty and tin* foreign country concerned. That is 
^vliat is (tailed the law of seditions libel in England, and the two essential 
ingrodi(‘nts of that otfenec an* tlial the stateinont must bo defamatory 
Jaid that tlio defamatory statement should tend to bring ahiuit unfriendly 
^‘elations. As the Bill which was brought forward at tlio last Simla Session 
stood, it lacked the ingredient of tlu* statement being defamatoiw , and 
so far as I could understand, tlie principal desire of the eminent speakers 
spoke on the other side was that the law souglit to be propounded 
the Bill should ho made conformable to the English law by adding 
that ingredient of defamatory statement in the law*. As it is in accordance 
''^‘th the wishes of the Opposition that the Select Committee has added 
that ingredient and has made the law conformable to the English law, 
would have thought that the Opposition would have agreed to pass 
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the Bill as recommended by the Select Committee. But as some of my 
Honourable friends on the other sid^ said the other day, the business 
of the Opposition is to oppose, and they have been following that maxim 
to-day *. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Not to oppose everything. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: The Honourable the Mover of the amendment in 
support of his mot’on for re- circulation relied on the arguments advanced 
by the Honourable the Leader of the Independent Party at Simla. The 
main ground which Sir Abdur Bahim urged at Simla was that the Englif^Ii 
law, as found in Stephen’s Digest, provided for fair criticism and tlie 
Bill as then brought forward did not make any such provision. Whatever 
justification there miglit have been for the complaint as regards the Bill 
brought forward in the last Simla Session, that complaint has absolutci\ 
no justification as regards the Bill which is before the House to-day. 

The law of defamation having been embodied in the pi^esent Bill, all tlie 
ten exceptions mentioned in section 409 are open to an accused person. 
(An Houoiirable Member: '‘How?’’) An Honourable Member asks how. 
Section 499 does provide, he will admit, ten exceptions to the definition 
of the offence of defamation as defined there, and clause 2 of the Bill, 
by embodying the law of defamation in the present Bill, also embodies 
all those ten exceptions, and in order to show how far they guard the 
rights and privileges of newspaper writers and other writers, T propose to 
read a paragraph or two from Batanlal on Crimes. At page 1185 the 

book says : f 

“Every writer has a right to comment on those acts of piil'lir men whitli conccni 
him as a .subject of the realm, if he does not make his commentary a cloak for 
malice and slander. A waiter in a public paper has tlie same riglit as any nt))i.*r 
person, and it is his privilege, if indeed it is not his duty, to comment on thr- 
acts of public men which concern not himself only but which ronccni the i)uhlic, and 

the discii.?sion of which is for the public good. And where a person maKos ihe 

public conduct of a public man the subject of comment and it is for the public rood, 
he is not liable to an action if the comments are made bone-tly. and be mnM'siIv 
believes the facts to be as he states them, and there is no wilful mi.'srenrescutation (f 
fact or any mis-statement which he must have known to be a niisstatenienl if he had 
exercised ordinary care." ( 

Then again: ^ 

“A newspaper has a public duty to ventilfite abuses and if an official fails in In*' 
duty, a newspaper, is a'bsolutely w’ithin its rights in publishing fads <lerogM<nry i*' 
such official and making fair comment on them, but it must get bold of nroAai'lo 
facts. The editor, however, should be most watchful not to publish defamatoiy 
attacks upon individuals unless he first takc.s reasonable pains to ascertain that 
are strong and cogent ground.s for believing the information which is sent lo Imii 
to be true — that proof is readily available and that in the particular circuin stances 
duty to the public requires him to make the facts known.” 

Sir, similar comments are foiincl on the other exceptions in the Penal Code. 
Then it was urged by the Honourable the Mover that the Bill was no 
circulated among the people most concerned. T quite agree that the B* 
was not sent ro\md to the 850 millions of the population of India, ’ 
was sent to people most competent to give their opinions on it and t ® 
very fact that rny Honourable friend the Mover has cited before the 
protests from several associations shows that there is absolutely no^jns i 
cation for his complaints on this score. 
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Then my Honourable friend said that the Bill is likely to affect the 
religious susceptibilities of the Mussulman section of the Indian population. 
This was the very ground which was urged in Simla and the Select Com- 
mittee has taken care to see that no such ground exists in the present 
Bill by eliminating all countries from the purview of this Bill in which 
Miissalman shrines are situated and (comments as regards which country 
may affect the religious susceptibilities of IMuhammadans. 

Sir, Tny Honourable friend on the other side said that the Bill is so 
wrv much altered that it should be re -circulated. As the Honourable 
thu Leader of the Nationalist Party pointed out, what reason can there be 
for circulation of a measure \vhi(*h has been altered in the sense of 
improvement in tljc direction of popular wishes. Sir, so far as I am 
concerned, 1 sec no s(‘nse absolutely in such a demand. I can quite 
understand it if the Bill had been made more reactionary and oppressive 
hut looking at th(‘ Bill as it has emerged from the Select Committee, I 
see no ground for com])laint on this particular head also, more especially 
as the Select Committee thmnsclves say in their rej)ort that the Bill has 
not been so altererl as to re(|uire re-publication tind that the Bill be passed 
as now amended. On that Select ('ommittei? was the Leader of the 
Nationalist Party, who spoke at very gr»‘at length against the Bill in this 

3 i*M IPuist' at the Simla Session. My Honourable friend Dr. 

Ziauddiii relied on arguments of his learned leader, Sir Abdur 
Rahim, in support of his proposition that the Bill should be circulated. 

I have read tlie arguments put forward l>\ Sir Abdur Tlahim at the Simla 
Session, and 1 find that as regards the most important argument advanced 
bv him, namely, the argument based on the English law, Sir Abdur 
Rahim’s remarks are a tissue of unmitigated inaccniracy. Those remarks 
arc found o!i pag(‘ 050 of the' debates. 

Mr, I«alchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-^Iuhammadan Rural) : He is not 
in his seat to answer you. 

Mr, N. N. Anklesariat T am sorry he is not here. He ought to be here, 
lii'utenants are here. He says ; 

‘‘Will my lldiiuiiraMo friend the haw MciiiLer jioint out any Eiigii<li law \v».'C»i 
ha^ a provision lo that effevt. What is this English law. It is an old .obsolete 
thing. I’lie last | rosocution was in 1803 and so far as I can find, there Inive l>cen only 
tour cases, nwo in 1764, one in 1778, of anolhc?r I forget tlie exact dale and iho 
last one was in 1803.” • 


As T said, this sttitement is tissue of unmitigated inaceuracy . The law 
is not obsolete* in hhigland. The last prosecution as shown by Autonellc's 
rase was as r(‘i*eiitly as 1R05. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : The Honourable gentleman has not told us what 

the English law? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaiia: r have already stated what the law of England 
Tlio English law is that a defamatory statement about a person out- 
ad(* the King's dominicuis is not punishable by the law of England unless 
^J^d until that defamatory statement also tends to prejudice peaceful 
'clations of His Majesty’s Government with the foreign (*ountry concerned. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: What is the inaccuracy you are talking about V 
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Mr. N. if. Anklesazia: The inaccuracy is that the law is obsolete and 
the last prosecution was not in 1803 but in 1906. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Give some details. 

Mr. S. O. Mitra: The examples quoted are a quarter of a century old 
at least. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: Then, Sir, the Honourable the I^eader of tlu- 
Independent Party, when speakin" about the statement of law made on 
the door of this House by the Honnurnblo tlu'. then Law Member*, Sir 
C P. Pamaswami Avyar, said that the law of seditions libel w’as not as 
propounded by the Honourable the Law Member, even tlioutrh the Honour- 
able the Law ^rovnber had actually cited the very words of "Bishop's; 
'‘Criminal Law” and said that the American law was exactly .similar tr 
the Encjlish law, — and it may be noted, the present legislation seeks, 
explained in the Statement of Objects and Boasons and the PepoH. of the 
Select Committee, to embody the principles of the "Ensjlish law. 1 submit, 
therefore. Sir, tliat, in citinof the authority of the Leader of the Independ- 
ent Party, my Honourable friend T)r. Ziauddin Ahmad has not much 
advaneed his ease for eireulation. With these words, I submit that tbij: 
motion should be rejected. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (.Muzaffarpur cum Champarau : Noii-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, as a member of the Select Committee, I should like to say 
just a f<'w words on this motion. 1 am free to confess that when ilu* Bill 
was fii’st iutro<luced into this House it had many ol)jcctionable features; 
and Honourable Members who thought it tit to oppose the Bill at 

that stage were in my opinion perfectly justified in doing so. But the 
House by a majority accepted the princij>k‘ of the JBII and refi-rn'd it to 
a Select Coimnittec. The Select Committee, as will be sem, has imj)rovc(l 
thi.f Bill to ji very great extent; and I tiote that my Tlonourable friend 
Dr- Ziauddin -\liinad aJso has admitted in tlu' course of his speech that 
the most o})jectionable features of the Bill have been removcid by the 
Select Committee, or' at least very greatly modified. Sir, the Bill when 
it was originally introducied was very wide and ci:)mprehensive. It ombrac' 
ed within its scope all foreign countries, V)ut tin? Select Committee has 
restricted it to only those countries which were outride India hut adjoin- 
ing India. (.A/?-, /j. Sitaramaraju : “You call that an improvement? ’) 
It was don<* on the ground that .statements whieh tnay be, published in 
this country would not be likely to have any serious effect on those 
countries which are very far from India. Eor instance, a stalomont which 
might appear in the Indian .Press attacking the Hj\ad of the Brazili^in 
Government, or any other Government very far from India, is not likely 
U. lead to :my .scri’oMs complications or to endanger or prejudicially affect 
the relations between India and that far off foreign territory. 

An Honourable Member: What about the State of Arabia? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: It was in that view of the matter that thi^? 
Bill was restricted in its scope. Now if this modification, which was ^ 
by the Select Committee, is open to any objection, it is quite np 
Honourable Members to discuss it on tlie floor of this House; and n ^ 
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suitable arweiidment is tubled on that particular point, Honourable Mem- 
bers may either accept or reject that amendment on the merits as they 
like. This in itself is not a ground for re-circulating the Bill: 

Th(.‘n another improvtjuient otfected by tlu; Select (’ornmittee is that the 
responsibility of adjudicating whether a writing is of such a nature as to 
prejudi(‘e the friendly relations bctwecai this Government and the foreign 
State, coiict'rned is cast by the SeJe-.et Coiinnittee on the court. The pro- 
vision of the Hill as originally introduced was that the Governor General 
or the (Tovernnient was the soh* judge in deciding whether a particular 
^^ntiug was likely to be prejudicial to the maintenance of friendly relations^ 
l))it the Select (loimniltce. lias nnule an improvement and thrown the 
i::;sponsibility of deciding that .fiarticular <\uestion upon the court con- 
cerned. 1 find, Sir, in his minute of dissent my Honourable friend Sir 
Evelyn H(;wcll and m\ Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham have 
pointed out this dilTermet^ and disagreed witli the improvement. With I'e- 
gtml to the motion for re-circulation, 1 have to point out that the Members 
of tile Select C.’<mnniltee unanimously held that the Bill had not been so 
/filtered as to require re-publication, not to speak of ru-('irculation. There 
\vi re l>oth Hindu and Muhammadan Members on the Select Committee, 
but not a single inemlan* has rec<immendcd re circulation. With regard 
to the jirovisions of tlu* I^ill, I may state that there is a distinct improve- 
aicnt uitli regard to (danse 2, wlii(di after all is tlu' main and operative 
portion of the Hill, d’lu' Hill as originally introduced embraced within its 
pf.M-pe all writings whicli were likely to ])romot(‘ unfriendly relations between 
.XTajesty’s Government and tlie Government of any foreign State, 
ihit the Hill as it has (unerg<.‘d out of the Select Committei' is restricted 
i.i its s(M)|)e, and is limited only to offences of defamation “with intent 
to ])rejiidico the maint(*iianci^ of fricaidly ndations between His ^lajesty's 
G( ViM*nmeiit and the Government of siudi State, or whereby the main- 
tenance of siicdi relations is likedy to be ])rejudiced ". 1 am not speaking 

rd)out tlio morits of tlu' Hill. If the S(deet Committee have made mis- 
takes, let ns all discuss the l^ill »m the floor of the House; and if I have 
made any mistaki^ in putting my signature on the Select Committee's 
rej)orL ii slunild bi- qiiilc opm tu 7 iu* to revise my \iews if T am con- 
vinced ; blit no ease has been made out far re-(?irculation. This Bill was 
circ-nlated rV»r the ]mr|)os(^ of eliciting opinion in the (.*ountr\ in the same 
^va\ as (*tber Bills in tlie ]vest hav«* been circulated. Those opinions so 
lai* MS tbe\ are redc*cted in the papers before the House w(n-e before the 
Sclc(*t ConimittiM' also: and I think tlie\ are available to all Members of 
tins House. 11ie motirni for rc'-cireiiialion is a dilatory motion. T am 
i:ol giving at tliis stagn^ ni\ <)]>inioii on other ])ro\ isions of the Bill. T shall 
I e fr('o to ex]^ress my opinion if necessary om* way or the other, on the 
UKTifv; of the amendments that may be moved. But so far as the ques- 
tion of tlie re-eirenlation of the Hill is concerned, 1 am unwilling to agree 

to it. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-O'flieial) : Sir, the 
Tlill is a very useful one, and T think that in some quarters its real object 
*»as not been properly understood. It is based on a very common sense 
ftnd daily-life practice, as every one of us wishes to be very friendly with 
neighbours. Ro, it is the duty of the Government of India to be very 
friendly with their neighbours. Tiist as it is the bounden duty of the 
Giovernment to maintain pence, law and order within India, so it is the 
boundpn duty of the Government of India to have very friendly relation® 
with the adjoining Hulers who are also very friendly with ns. The object 
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of the Bill is not to interfere with the religion of any community because 
the policy of non-interference in roligiops matters by the British Govern- 
ment is too well known, nor it is the object of the Bill to deprive the 
Press of its liberty because if the Press is abusing its liberty, we have for 
that purpose other laws and other regulations. 1 myself complained about 
some of the articles published in the newspapers in Northern India last 
year when 1 was in London. At that time we w^ere surjprised that the 
Goveiniucnt were not talung proper action against those articles which 
were nialicious and were written simply as propaganda work by one party 
Jiving in a foreign but adjoining IState, and bribing the newspapers in 
British India and using those articles as. parly politics against our very 
friendly liulers. We were feeling that it was the duty of the Government 
that when tiie other Kulers were so friendly with us, we ought to have 
regard for their respect, especially when we knew very well that those 
articles and accusations were not in the interests of any religion either in 
the other countries or in India. That propaganda was going on simply by 
the force of money. Is it not the duty of the Legislature and of the 
Government to keep very friendly relations with our neighbouring States? 
If it is our bouiiden duty to keep peace and to have every regard for 
various communities and for the freedom and liberty of individuals in 
India, is it not also our duty to pay our full attention to the friendly rela- 
tions with the neighbouring States who are very Irieiidly with us and 
w’ho give us all possible help and in whose countries there is no propaganda 
against us? The object of the Bill is onh this, S(> far us I can understand 
it. If the Bill had been iDroperly understood, I do not think there would 
have been the least objection in any quarter of the House {Mr. S. C, Mitra: 
“And yet there is objection to it from every quarter of the House”.) Tiie 
iluslim institutions or Aujumaiis which have objected to the Bill have 
misunderstood the aim and object of it. They thought, according to tlieir 
different religious opinions, lliat perhaps in some far off places, be}()nd 
Aden and other places, the Bill was going 1o be affected and would have 
seme interference with their religion. But the Honouj*al)le Sir Lxel.Mi 
IJovvell has explained the ]3ill so clearly that tlicre is no sco])e tor the 
interference with different religious ideas of the Shias and the Sunnis or 
of any other religion. It is j^urely for the purpose of keeping under our 
thumbs that malicious propaganda which is sornetiinos starle.d by those 
parties wdio wish to create some trouble in the neighbouring States and 
who arc sheltered and harboured here with the aid of money. Articles arc 
W'ritten simply to create ill feelings beiwoon the two neighbouring countries. 
Sir, the miserhief-makers in India are trying their best to bribe the verna- 
cular Prcs.s mostly *to create siich troubles. {Mr. B. Dan: “What are those 
newspapers? Will you kindly mention tbeir names?) Some ]ua)ple who 
are living in the North-West Frontier Province would very much like to 
create trouble there. If once trouble is created there, those who live in 
the Frontier can understand what calamities and tnuihlcs they will 
to if there are »o friendly relations with the neighbouring State. T must 
take this opportunity, Sir, of thanking the other side of the Frontier for 
their very just, neutral and friendly attitude; otherwise oven if they had 
tile slightest idea of creating the slightest trouble, it would have cost us, 
as I said the other day in my speech in this House, thousands and thous- 
ands of lives and millions and millions of pounds. It is most important 
on the part of the Government of India to keep very friendly relations with 
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the neighbouring States for the good of India Itself and also for the good of 
her people. Many of us do not realise the situation and the position in 
which the Government of India are placed. If for a moment we place our- 
selves in the position of the Foreign Olhce and of the Government of India, 
we will soon realise that our first duty is to have a full regard for the 
safety of India by maintaining the friendly relations with the neighbouring 
States. , 

The second duty would be to have a full regard for the internal safety 
and for the internal management of the country. Sir, it is very easy for 
a man to manage his house according to his position or power, but it is 
not so very easy for him to manage the affairs with his neighbours. People, 
as a rule, have more regard for their ncigiibours than for those who live 
actually with them. The aim and object of the Bill is only this and nothing 
else. Its aim is not to interfere with the religion of any community or 
with the freedom and liberty of the Press, or to stop and muzzle those 
people who are very tend of writing articles and discussing foreign and 
political affairs. I think that if we all look into the real aim and object 
of the Bill, there will be no objection to it in its original form as it was 
moved by the Honourable Sir Evelyn Howell. 

As for the leehnicnl side of the question whether it should be according 
to the English common law or whether that law is obsolete or dead, all 
those things are irrelevant in my opinion to the aim and object of the 
Bill. I will leave it to the Honourable lawyers to struggle and fight and 
show their ability on those points. So far as the real object of the Bill is 
concerned I as one coming from tlie N. W. F. P. should like to have 
a plain talk and go straight to the point. Sir, the Bill is very useful and 
necessary and all those Honourable Members who generally wish that the 
relations of the Government of India should be friendly with their neigh- 
honrs both in and out of India should give their support to the Bill. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: 1 feel fortunate that i have to speak on this 
Bill at this early stage. I was one of the Members of the Select Committee 
and therefore? there is a jnstitiealion for me to place the facts and the 
law before this House in order that Ihoy may come to a fair judgment on 
the Bill as well as on this dilatory proposition. To begin with, I may say 
n one word that this I^ill aims at ])roteetion to the foreign rulers and 
th(‘ scope of su(di rulers has now been restricted to which 1 will refer 
shortly. The Hill gives proU^ctioii to foreign rulers against anv scurrilous 
statements that are made against them in India. Such statements will 

an offence under this Bill if the intention is to create unfriendly relations 
hetwoen tho Britisli Government and the ruler of the foreign Stale. That 
being the. object, I submit when this question came before the Select Com- 
mittee, several ohjoetions were raised and some of those objections were 
nctnnlly such that the Select Committee accepted them. But still there 
J^re some other objections wliiidi the House has yet to decide upon. I 
may say at this stage that I am one of the dissenting IMemhers of the 
Select Committee so far as certain objections are concerned. 

Now it will be clear to tho House that the original Bill which was pre- 
sented to the House and whicli wont to the Select Committee provided in 
elanse 2 that if any one "makes, publishes or cireulatcs any statement, 
^imonr.or report with intent to promote, etc.”, then it would he an offence. 
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This was a very wide scope and it was considered by the Members of the 
Select Committee thal it should be curtailed, as otherwise it was too wide 
to include any sort of flimsy statement or report or even unfounded 
rumour for which a man could be put to trouble. Therefore this was; 
conceded by thej Select Committee, especially in virtue of certain remarlcs 
that were expressed by the Government of the United Provinces at page 
26 of the report of opinions which say : 

“There is a general feeling among Muslims that the dei'inilioii of the oifence gjvoji 
in clause 2 of the Bill is too wide in its scope. Fears have l»eon expressed that ji': 
this clause stands al present it might be held ti> he an offence under this Bill lo 
criticise matters affecting Islam such as the administration of the places in the Hejaz 
in which Indian Muslims have a vital interest. The Local Government considers th.it 
it is impolitic to cause genniiie apiirehension to any large section in India hy passing 
measure intended to avoid the susceptibilities of neighbours who as a rule an. 
very far from being equally scrupulous in regard to allacks on the British Government/’ 

Sir, in view of this opinion and several other opinions which were con- 
sidered by the Select Committee, it was decided that so far as the first 
portion of clause 2 was concerned, it should be changed. Then it waiv 
changed in this manner. The Bill which has issued out of the Selocl* 
Committee reads thus : 

“Whoever commits any (dYence puni.shable under Chapter .\Xt of the li'dinn PiMial 
Code against a Ruler of a State outside but adjoining India *’ 

Now, there were two objections, one was such as 1 just read out to the 
House. The other wtis that this liill would dpply to auy foreign State 
and it was not advisable that it should bo passed in a way which would 
afYecl Indians* e.xpressiug their opinion with n'gavd to every foreign State. 
Therefore I lie Hill was curtailtal and tlic wor<ls now used an* “a liuler 
of a State outside but adjoining India*’. Now this Bill would certainly 
apply actually to those States which arc very adjoining, not such of the 
States as are far away. Therefore, I do not think there is any fear on 
that score, especially as the Honourable the Foreign Secretary has also 
said that the intention is no other. T do not think there is any other view 
of the Trensiirv Benclies on this point. With regard to these too wide 
words the Select Conmiittco searched for some precedent and found out 
words which were already used in a Statute under which people are being 
punished. Therefore instead of these wide expressions they changed those 
words into such statements as come under the definition of defamation ns 
provided in the Indian Penal Code. This Chapter XXT used in clause 2 
relates to defamation. The House knows what defamation is, but in order 
to remove certain impressions of the House that the objections raised have 
not been met by the, Select Committee, it becomes necessary for me to say 
something with regard to this offence and the definition of dofninnlion 
together with the safeguards under it. Section 499 of the Indian Penal 
Code defines defamation as under: 


“Whoever by words either spoken or intended to be read, nr by sign.s nr hv 
representations, mr.kes or publishes any imputation concerning any person inteiuhi .i-' 
to harm, or knowing or hnvine reason to believe that such imputation will harm, t!ir 
reputation of such ♦person, is said, except in the case.s hereinafter exce]>ted. fn 
that person. “ 

Now, Sir. this is a definition which is applied here in India. Any man who 
makes an imputation of this character will come under section 499 T. P 0. 
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and be punished. There may be a certain fear in the minds of the Honour- 
able Members that any fair criticism or fair comment which is made in 
good faith will also be covered by this and a man will be punished for It 
as well, but 1 want to remove that misunderstanding because section 499 
J. P. C. is subject to certain exceptions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Babimtoola) : 1 hope the 
Honourable Member is not going to repeat what Mr. Anklesaria has already 
stated to the House. The exceptions to section 499 were read out and 
commented upon by Mr. Anklesaria. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I am not going to repeat them. I am only 
referring to them to remind the House that there are safeguards provided. 
What I particularly want to draw attention to, without reading these ex- 
ceptions, is to refer to three exceptions only showing that these three are 
pertinent to tliis question. They are exceptions Nos. 1, 3 and 9. So my 
humble submission is that there are safeguards which have been provided 
and therefore there is no fear that any fair comment or any comment which 
is harmless will make anybody punishable. 

Then, Sir, proceeding further T find that there are certain objections 
which from my point of view have not been accepted by the Select Com- 
mittee. With regard to those I submit that the first comes under this 
clause 2, and it says that an imputation against the Ruler of a State or 
against a member of his family or against a Minister of such Ruler shall 
he punishnhl(\ T object to this on the ground iliat ‘family' and ‘minister' 
were not included In the oriirinal Bill. The original Bill referred only to 
the Ruler, and we do not find that there is any precedent even in the 
English law and English countries where any other person but the Ruler 
of a State is so protected. On this point my view is that it is not necessary 
or proper to extend any protection with regard to any libel respecting any 
member of the family of the foreign Ruler. If the intention is to bring the 
Indian law on this subject into conformity with the English law, there is 
no such provision in the English law, making libel on the members of 
the family of foreign Sovereigns amenable under such special laws. The 
expression “member of his family" is very wide and elastic, and may in- 
clude even a remote kinsman of the Ruler. The dictionary meaning of the 
word “family" is a body of servants or siirvitors of a house or the retinue 
or following of a person of estate or ar.thority. Even the narrower mean- 
ing includes those descended really and putatively from a common pro- 
genitor. The modem meaning too would include a group comprising im- 
mediate kindred. These are my submissions with regard to this point. 
The word “family" is very wide, and that is one of the objections which 
this House has to consider. 

I'heu, Sir, further on we find that the words are “with intent to pre- 
judice the maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment and the Government of such State". T take objection to the 
words “friendly relations". My humble submission is that the object of 
Ihe Bill -8 not that there shoiild be protection against unfriendly relations, 
but that there should be protection against the creation of enmity atkd 
hostility between two Rulers. Therefore so far as these words are con- 
cerned, namely, to create unfriendly relations, they wall be distorted and 
misinterpreted. On this point , my view is that from the political point 


n 



#114 [81 ST Mar. 1982 

fMr. h^lchmi Nav^lrfti.] 

of view, the idea underlying the Bill is to prevent the disseminatiqa • 
defamatorv statements against foreign Kulers, made with intent to ^eate 
enmity or hostility between the iwo Governments, and not only with an 
intent U: cause unkind or unfavourable relations between them, or such 
as may merely tend to displease the llulei*. The word “friendly** means 
kind or favourable. The use of such an expression will go a great way to 
put too much restraint on the freedom of speech and the privilege pf the 
Press. [ submit, therefore, that the words “with intent to create enmity** 
may be more appropriate and this is what I am asking the House to con- 
sider. 

Then, Sir, so far as the other portions of the Bill are concerned, they 
will also be considered at the time when amendments are moved, but I wiil 
make one remark so far as the courts are concerned. There was a difference 
of opinion in the Select Committee as to vybich courts should tr\^ these 
cases. Some of the Members w’cre of the view that it. must be the Sessions 
Court to try such an offender and that also should be considered by the 
House for this, is a graver defamation than dfdamation against a particular 
man wlio can be tried in India by a First Class Magistrate or a Presidency 
Magistrate. But in these cases where there» will be many legrtl points t 
decide, T submit that the trial musti be in a Sessions Court. 

Now, Sir witii regard to this amendment for re-cireulation of the Bill 
I submit that it is true that the opinions that were promised by the Gov 
ermnent have been obtained. Government made only a promise that th< 
opinions would be sought through Government agency and opinions hav( 
been got from their officers. But to bo fair to the other side also, I woul( 
say that I have got those opinions in my hand and I find tliat cxcoptim 
one or two opinions of the Bar Associations the opinions are of Governmeni 
offic^^ds. I submit it will not be correct to say that many Bar Associations 
have given their opiiii*’!!. On the contrary T find that at page 4 there 
IS an opinion sent !)> the Chief Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara of a 
Government pleader and nob of the Bar Association. I also find clsewliere 
opinion of another Govoniment pleader — Malik Khiida Buksh, Publii; 
Prosecutor in Derajut. At the end I find on page 25 a letter from the 
Secretary, Bar Assoej:itk>n, Madras, and tlicre is a'sf) anotlier secured Ip 
the High Court from a Government advocate. So far as this question is 
concerned, my view is this: it is true that opinions have been sought, bid 
the opinions have not been sought from the public. The Oovernnient 
opinions are there and the opinions of eortnin bar associations are also 
there; that is all. Therefore it is for the House, after T have placed all 
these views before it, to decide whether it is necessary that this Bill should 
be re-circulated. 


Mr. K. P. Thampail fWest Coaat and Nilgiris; Non-Muhamniadan 
•Rural): T move that the question be now put. 

Shaikli Sadiq Hasan (East Central Puniab: Muhammadan): Sir, 
it my duty to say a few words about this Bill. Unfortunately the British 
Government are becoming more irresponsible every day ; and wc find that 
iheir <onlv aim and object is to make such law« and Ordinances as ar® 
^iUetaatefulito the people. As a matter of fact they are getting very desirous 
'cuvtailing the liberties q# the ^people, apd for this reasan they * alwv® 





9vani» to. put forward such Bills as are absurd ^d yery harmful to the 
30imtry. The Bill which we have got before ub does not protect the 
poiientates only; it tries to protect their fatnilies aw well 

Hr. S. O. Mitrit: Family does not include vives according' to Mr. Lai 
^hand’s interpretation. Do you include wives? 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: My friend. Mr. Mitra, nsks, do I include their 
wives? It is not only a qiu'stion of their wives ; if they happen to be Hindus 
who believe in a joint family system, it may protect their collaterals to the 
tenth degree; and in the case of Muhammadans, if they have got more 
than one wife, it protects their brothers-in-law and perhftps the sons and 
daughters of those brothers-in-law as \v<dl. It is only possible to bring 
SAich an absurd Bill before the House because the best elements of the 
coiuitry are non-co-operating with the Gfivernment and they have not come 
into the Assembly .... 

An Honourable Member: Are we not hor^^ in a representative capacity? 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: Ves; the gentlemen who have signed the report 
on this Bill no doubt have come in their representative capacity; but if 
they had been fighting against those radicals, I am ver>' sure that most of 
them would not have* bi f^n able to eorne here .. ... 

An Honourable Member: Questiou. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: And if they had come, they would have such a 
restraining influence over them that they would not have dared to place 
such silly things before us, (Interruption.) 

Now I want to take another point. It is said here “w'ith intent to 
prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty's 
Government," etc. Now, Governments generally have not got a very high 
morality. Govemmor.tH alwjivs judge according to their friendship with the 
States. If the Britinli Government happens to be very friendly with a 
foreign State, they will consider any act as prejudicial to that Ruler; but 
if on the otlier hand they were unfriendly-, as they were in the case of 
Amamillah Khan, they would ellow full latitude to people to criticise 
him. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: The Bill says "prejudice the mainte- 
uanc.e of friendly relations”. If a man is unfriendly, there is no question of 
prejudicing those relations : it is only those who are friendly who are 
sought to be protected. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: I have only one more word to say and it is this: 
that foreign relations in the past even in England have caused great 
troubles. Take the case of Queen Marv- : there was a civil war over there 
becaufio she hud a soft corner in her heart for the King of Spain. In the 
same way later on in the days of King Tames, a groat mini of whom the 
English are proud, Sir Walter Raleigh, was executed because the King of 
Spain wanted it to be done. Even in the time of Charles the First, civil 
in Eiiqi^land ^as due, I think, to some eittent because he favour^ tljio 
Spioiah veory much. What T have to say is this: this Bill is not so 
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innocuous, and is not so harmless as it appears; but it ma^ have serious 
consequences in time to come. It may appear at the present moment of no 
consequence, and we may pass it very lightly in this House, but we cannot 
say how it will result in the future; and I consider that in the interests of 
the country and in the interests of future generations of India, the Bill 
should be re-circulated. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai (Nominated Nou-Oiheial) : Sir, I move that the ques- 
tion be now put. 

Mr. President; I ac(?ept closure: the qr.estion is ihi\t the question 
now put. 

The rnotion was jidopted. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, as my friend. Mr. Hangs Iyer, w'ith his usual 
acuteness reminded the House, the actual issue under discussion is a 
narrow one. Should this Bill be circulated for fuidher opinion or should it 
not? On that point he gave a clear expresscon of his own opinion. My 
friend, Mr. Yaniin Khan and other speakers have touched on the same point 
and have sliown that so far as technical and constitutional reasons go, there 
no ground whatever for eliciting further opinions. We have obtain(»d 
large niim])ers of o])inions, some favourabli‘ and some unfavourable; 
extracts from them hav'e be(.*u read to the House, and thev show that the 
question has been considered by most people* who avi*, in a position to offer 
an opinion of any value; and those opinions had to ho consulted and have 
been consulted by the Select Committee. Many speakers, however, have 
by no means confined themselves to this narrow issue, hut wandered off 
into other aspects and topics and questions connected with the Bill, and 
into those fields I am afraid it will be necessary for me, though I hope not 
at very great lonjsth, to attcmi^ti tc follow them. The firsyt point is ... . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Hahimtoola) : The Chair 
would like to inform the Honourable Member that the discussion has pro- 
ceeded on his motion as well as on the amendment for circulation, and 
therefore all the speeches made were perfectly relevant and in order. The 
Honourable Member can deal with the whole object now. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Thank you, Sir. I never meant to imply for a 
moment that they were not relevant. 

Mr. President: The Chair thought that the Hoiioumhlc Member was 
speaking uudcT a misapprehension. 

Sir Evel3rn Howell: I have dealt with the question of necessity for 
collecting further opinions. There is another and a practical side of the 
question. Is the Bill of a nature which we can afford to have deferred? 
A number of Honourable Members have said — my friend, Dr. Ziauddin 
amongst them — that there is no ftituation now, therefore why not leave 
things quiet and in effect why should we put the lock upon the stable door 
until the steed has been stolen? I submit, as I have said before, that, the 
danger is. real and practical, and we do not wish to have the mischief doBO 
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.before we can take any steps to prevent it. 1 think that perhapa to 
emphasise this point I had better tell the House what happened last year. 
Early in March of last year a certain newspaper in Lahore, — it is no secret 
that it was the Zauiindar — started a s(;ries of most malicious and defama- 
tory attacks on the liiiler of an adjoining and friendly country, and followed 
them up by publishing a violent and inflammatory appeal from a dynastic 
rival of that Kuler, who had shortly before been driven from the throne 
of his country by the force of public opinion amongst his subjects. These 
publications produced a great deal of excitement both in this country and 
outside it. They could not in any way be dealt with under th(^ ordinary 
law, and consequently early in April of last year the Foreign Relations 
Ordinance was issued. Still the stream of vituperation continued, emd 
action consequently had to be taken under the Ordinance. During the six 
months for which that Ordinance was in force, from April to October of 
last year, six prosecutions in all were sanctioned under it. Three of these 
were brouglit against the Zamindar in respect of six articles published on 
various dates between tho 18th April and the 2nd June. Two different 
editors were prosecuted and all three cases resulted in conviction. Each 
of the edit(a*s was sentenced to one velar’s rigorous imprisonment. In 
addition to these prosecutions against tin* Zamindar, three other new's- 
papors, all publislu'd in Tiuhore, the AfgiuniiHhm, the Kesari and the People, 
were also pros('CMited. In niio case, that against the Kesari the editor apolo- 
gised and the case was dropped. In another case, brought against the new'S- 
papi‘r, tin' People in respeid of a defamatory article about the Persian Gov- 
erriiTumt, conviction was followed by a sentence of imprisonment until the 
rising of . the Court, and a fine of Ks. 200. Tii the third case, the editor 
of the Afghaninfan was .sentenced to on<‘ year's rigorous imprisonment. It 
will be remembered, Sir, that last year in September I stated on behalf of 
Government that if tho publication of further articles of this nature compel- 
led Government to take further action, there would be no hesitation in 
promulgating a second Ordinance. I; have reason to believe that a good 
many Members of this House thought that perfectly reasonable, and that 
had that action been necessary, it w’oiild have been supported by a strong 
section of public opinkin. Those organs of the Press, however, whose 
conduct had compelled the issue of the Ordinance, have, since its lapse, I 
admit, been quiescent, and attempts have therefore been made to argue 
that, because this is so, tho need for tho Bill has been removed. What 
are called in England “white glove assizes’* frequently occur. But no one 
has so far suggested that murder and other erimcH should cease to be 
punishable on that account. So here, no one can doubt that one of the 
main reasons why that campaign came to an end was the action taken by 
Government under tho Ordinance and its express^'d determination to do 
the same again should necessity arise. Nor can it be doubted that when, 
the same inducements are once more forthcoming, if there is no statutory 
har, the same consequences will onct* more ensue, and it is the absolute 
duty of Government and of this House to guard against that danger. 

I have dealt with the points in so far as they have penetrated my 
nitellect which were pushed at us by iny friend Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad. I now 
t’orne to the argumt*nts {idvimce<l by Sir Abdiir Rahim. He said that this 
®ill created a new offenct'. 1 submit, Sir, that that is not so. This 
Bill does nothing but make a slight alteration in procedure, 

whereby a pernon hitherto deba-n*ed from access to our Coiuts, if he is ag- 
P^eved by a defamatory article, can. have the remedy which the law 
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provides for all and siindi’y. Then, Sir, the. s^ame speaker urged us to note 
the differrn(?es between the Bill as it would be if it cjunc into effect in the 

^ ^ ^ form reported by the Select Committee and the English oom- 
iiion law. 1 admit, Sir, that there were two points on which our 
Bill deviated from the English common law model, but 1 submit that the 
Englisli common law is not a fetich to be slavishly worshipped, or copied 
and adopted in every respect. The English common law is a practical 
thing. It is the outcome of practical necessity, and wo here have to do 
the same. If there is a s^light difference between the English common 
Jaw, and our law, I do not think that it maitos inutdi. "i'he point is, 
is the spirit of it in a(;cordaaicc with that? Is it fair? That is what we have 
to look to. A third point which Sir Abdur llahim niade was that Aden is 
included in Britisili India, and therefore if the Bill came into force, certain 
potentat-es whose domains miglit bo supposed to adjoin the hinterland of 
Aden would come within the scope of this measure. I used the luncheon 
-interval, Sir, to consult the map, and 1 that, as I said in this House 
it is correct that the so-called Protectorate of Aden and the Hejaz do no- 
wdiere touch, and therefore, the Hejaz. as I said, remains excluded from the 
scope of the Bill. A Potentate known as the Imam of Sana has his 
territories adjoining the Aden hinterland and he would no doubt, I suppose, 
if what Sir Abdur Bahim said is correct, be one of those who might desire 
a complaint to bo made and a ])rosecntion to bo launched on his behalf. 
But the dfuiger is very remote. 

An Honourable Member: What about Iraq? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Iraq is excluded troni tlu* scHipc of tlie Bill 
entirely. The. other people adjoining Aden aiti certain obscure chiefs in 
a country called the Hadramaut about which no one knows very much 
or cares more than he knows. But if any Honourabh' Mt }jil)cr thiuhs 
it necessary to tahh* an amendm*.*nt to tin* effisd llnif f«>i' tlj(^ |>nr]ujseri 
of tliis T^ill India slionM be unde.rstoorl as not iiududing Aden, 1 think 
that we (f^add undertake to acee])t it . 

I ikow (*onie to what ni\ friend ^Ir. Sitavainarsijii said. He (jiintiMl 
at coi^iderable length from certair) papers relating to attacks in the 
Englisli Pres.s against ilie (jcrman Emperor in the yea»' HK>4, and in the 
course <jf his remarks he quoted a despatch froTn Lord Salisbiiry who was 
then Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs in England whi(?h ran — “'rhe 
instances are nicest unfortunate/'. I think, Sir, that tin* same might liav*? 
been said of the instances whhth Mr. Rajii quoted in this House, Bet auso 
as he said, some obscure writer iu an English paper in tlie year 1004 made 
a perfectly preposterous sugg<*stion that the British fleet should attflck 
the German fleet before it grew tf)o pcAve.rful. this offended the German 
Ernperor* and no action was taken against the writer in England, and 
from that inornenf relations betw'cen the two countries grew stea(lil;v 
w’orse, with the result that 10 years lat»a- the Great War followtal. f 
submit, Sir, thijt if that writer had been muzzled from talking about 
a subject of which he obviously understood nothing the Great War might 
perhaps liave been deferred. 

Tlieii, Sir, Mr. Eaju also quoted from various opinions \vhi<.*b were 
before the Select Committee. One of these was from a gentleman, whom 
he described with a great deal of eulogy, which he no doubt deserves a® 
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a very brilliant Civilian, and he proceeded to read exlracls from that gentl^.- 
rnan*B opinions. 13nt he alwa\s stopped at every pciint where the 
gentlcinau expressed any opinion contrary to the view Mr. llaju was 
advancing. Had he gone on a little further in one of his readings he 
would have read as follows: — “Libels on President Kruger were allowed, 
although they led to the Hoer War”. Sir, which is the greater evil — to 
have an uniiecessary war or to muzzle an ill-informed journalist for 
writing on a subject which dot's tH)t concern him? — 1 ask the House. 

Another opinion cited by my fritaid was that of the Cliief Presidency 
Magistrate in Madras. 1 submit, Sir, that if the opinion from which 
I have just been quoting and that of the Chief Presidency Magistrate <d 
Madras are both read as a whole, it must be apparent that they were both, 
in favour of stjme measure for dealing with the evil of which I have 
spoken so often j although like this Housh they thought that the Bill 
then before the House was too wide, and F submit that the alterations 
which have betm introduced bv the (’ommittee go a verv long way 
towards meeting the objections \vliich both those gentlemen lecorded in 
the (‘xprossion of their opinions. 

1 now c<jme U) my Honounihle friend, :Maulvi Sayyid- Murt-uza Saheb 
Bahadur. complaiticd tliat no hc'od had been paid to the opinions 

expressed by various Shia associations in the United Provinces. I submit, 
Sir, that again is covered by the alterations made in Committee. If I 
mistaken, the rotm seutations made by* those associations of iShia 
Muslims Well* on ac(,*ouiit of acts alleged to have been committed in the 
Hejaz. Tile Hejaz has been removed from the scope of the Bill and 
whether tbt* Bill pusses oi* not, it makes no ditferonces to anybody w’ho 
wishes to write alxiiit things tliat bappon in tlu' Hejaz. 

Nrxt cutne my Hoiionnible h it-nd Mr. Lab-hand Xavalrai. I must, 
(‘-tailess tbiit I fouiul iiiysell in •-o’lie dilliculty iii knowing wliich wav he 
was spraking. He gavi* a \fi-y elab(»rati‘ defeia-e w lial " Itad 

l^een don.* in the (’otinnlUet . and tlien said that lu* was a perfectly 
iinpivjn<li('.‘d man, and vjniu r.‘ad\ to maki- up his mind aM over again 
iuid in tlu? f)p|)oN!te din-etion at ;i nuanenCs notice. (Laughter.) Hovve^^er, 
one ol llu‘ amtMidnients tabled b\ him in pursuit of tliis amiabk* inten- 
tion is to substitute tile \v.)»*ds *'to create enmity ” in^ti^ad of “to pre- 
judice the niainttmaiiee of friendly relations” in the apjiropviate sections 
of the i^ill. 1 Buhmit that diplomacy like other i:irofes<ionN is entitled 
to its own language'. We liave nur conventions in this House here. We 
balk about so and so as “mv ITonourabh^ friend” although p.'vbaps he 
P^*'*^^^tially almost unkno\Nn to us. We refer to other gentlemen 

^ ''the. Honnurahle and gallant 8o and So“, just as fhe\ do in the 

House .if Commons, although we have no reason to suppose that any 
particular gentleman, because he lias served in tlie Arm^ . is more or 
less gallant than any other member. So, in the work! of diplomacy, 
relations between the Powers are always friendly, until unfortunately 
sometimes they break down and then relations cease. As long as they 

relations, they are friendly relations, and when yon have certain 

riasses of Powers to deal with, who, 1 must eonfi‘ss, are perhaps not so 
ftr advanced as some otlier countries, ymi have to l(X>k out what you are 
aomg, heciause you have to take eave not to offend them. They mav 
reasonably or unreasoTiably, but T submit tliat tlio mischief 
are in a position to cause by taking offence is so great and 
e evil of just being able to put a check on the unrestrained enthuaiaam 
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of a new'spapor or two here and there so small, that it really is necessary 
to disregard the lesser evil for the sake of preventing the greater. 

Finally, there come this question about families and Ministers and 
what not, and the insinuations that the Governor General in Council 
may at some future date sanction prosecution because somebody had 
said something offensive about remote descendants or distant collaterals 
of some foreign Ruler. Well, Sir, the Governor General in Council is 
aware, just as well as the rest of us, that foreign Rulers are very human 
beings after all and do not very much care wdiat is said about their third 
or fourth cousins or probably do not set any very great store by imputa< 
tions against the reputation of their minor officials. The point is that 
those attacks which the forcigu Ruler is likely to resent may have con- 
sequences, — may even have consequences as dangerous and as deplorable 
as war. But whether they have those very serious consequences or not, 
they may have iiiiiior unpleasant cousequonees. The sort of thing 1 
have in mind is this, that some illogical foreign Ruler might bo attacked 
in the Indian Press. He might c-ause representations to be made and 
he might be told that the Governor General in Council had no means of 
dealing with this sort of thing and nothing could bo done. “Very well,” 
he w^ould say to himself, ''I wdll see about that. I will just see that 
any Indians who may come to rny country in future do not have too 
comfortable a time while they are. hero.“ I submit that that is a 
possibility : It cannot bo entirely discounted. But if the Government 
of India are in a position to say, “We have done all we can; w^e are 
slaves to law in this country; we cannot go outside it, but such law as 
we have we havt; put in motion,’* the objections which any foreign Ruler 
might have to any article that appeared in the Press w’ould be to a great 
extent met. 

Sir, I have I think dealt, so far as 1 can, with all the really relevant 
criticisms that have been advanced, and I hope that the amendment of 
my Honourable friend Dj'. Ziauddin Ahmad for circulation wall be rejected. 
(Applause.) \ 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, l>e circulated for the purpoee 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the let August, 1932.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr, President: The question is;' 

'‘That the Bill to provide againet the publication of fcttatenientH likely to promote 
unfriendly relations between His Majesty’s Government the Governments or 

foreign .states, as reported by the Select CommiWee, be taken into consideration.’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The queftthm is that clause; 2 of the Hill stand part 
of the Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 beg fcr) move the amendment wliich stands ni 
my name relating to clause 2, the operatAive clause of the Bill. 

The House has before it the Hill, as reported by the Select Committee, 
and Honourable Members will have noticed ..... 
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Mr. PreBident: The Honourable Member should read his amendment. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Very well, Sir. The amendment is as follows: 

^*That for clause 2 the following be substituted : 

‘2. Where an offence falling under Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code is 
committed against a Ruler of a State outside but adjoining 
Power of Governor India, or against any member of the family or against any 
General in Council to Minister of such Ruler, and, in the opinion of the Governor 
prosecute in cases of General in Council, the maintenance of friendly relations 
defauiation which pre- between His Maijesty’s Government and the Government of 
judice the niaintenance such State may thereby be prejudiced, the Governor General 
of friendly relations in Council may make, or authorise any person to make, a 
with certain foreign oonipluint in writing of such offence, and, notwithstanding 
States. anything contained in section 198 of the Codo of Criminid 

Procedure, 1898, any Court competent in other respects to 
take cognizance of such offence, may take cognizance thereof on swch complaint* ’* 

Sir, this amendment was foreshadowed by the minute of dissent which 
Sir Lancelot Graham and myself submitted. In that minute of dissent 
it was pointed out that whether any given statement was likely or was 
not likely to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations between the 
Government of India and any of the neighbours of India was a very highly 
specialised and technical matter. The Government of India could indeed 
send myself or some officer of my department lo give evidence in court 
on the subject, but that would give the defencr* an opportunity to make 
further statements and insinuations which would have a far worse effect 
on foreign relations than the original article wdiich ex hypothesi w^as 
forming the subject of the prosecution, ^loreover if the expert witness 
who eame before the couii sttited that any particular article had tended 
to prejudice those relations, the court w^ould practi(?ally he bound to 
accept his statement. If tln*refore the biu’den is to fall on the expert, on 
whom it should fall, w^hy should it not be there ah initio? Another 
possibility before the court would be to attempt to summon some represent- 
ative of that foreign State in this country. That again w^ould lead to 
exceedingly unhappy consequences. The representatives of foreign 
countries are, though not by right yet in practice, as far as possible 
exempted from attendance in the courts, and if any such representative 
were summoned, he would no doubt be most reluctant to come and would 
very likely on arrival in coiui; say that he — according to the technical 
position at the moment — ^being a consular representative, had no knowledge 
of these diplomatic matters. So the court would not get very much 
further. Then again if it sought for fu/ther evidence, it might require 
documents to be produced, and documents in such a case would almost 
inevitably be of such a natun* as could not be produced in court or sub- 
jected to public scrutiny. The point then of this amendment is to 
i*elieve the prosecution of the double burden which the Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee seeks to lay upon it, and here again, although I 
said just now that we do not want to copy too slavishly the English 

<3ommou law, I do submit that this is a point in which wc need not 

p beyond the provisions of that common law. In England all that has 
to be done is for the prosecution to prove a libel against the head of a 
foreign State, and certain otliei* persons — but for the moment I confine 
^yself to a libel, against the head of a foreign State. Ff it has done 
that, it has discharged all that it is re<piired to do. Here in this country 
?^hy should it not only be required to do that, which 

1? burden that has been just laid upon the court by requiring defama* 

1 )^ meaning of Chapter XXT of the Indian Penal Code to be 

P^ved, but also to go into further fields where the court can have no 
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nieaus of forming an opinion except by expert evidence, which is the 
same autliority that has in the beginning decided whether or not a pro- 
secution should bo launched*? 

The House may reasonably object and say, “Tf this contention” (in 
support of which 1 am now arguing) ”is so reasonable and so ea^jy, whv 
did you not urge it before the Select CJommittee? *' To that I reph 
that we did our best, but the (^ommittee decided against us. I might, 
Sir, in this conneetion, quote the famous saying of the Irish jurymar 
who, when asked why the jury had taken so long over such a simple 
case, said,. “I never met in my life eleven such obstinate men”. Sir. 
I move the amendment that stands in my name. 

Mr. President: I liave reetdved notice of an amendment to this 
amendment by Mr. Mnswood Ahmad. I see he is not present here. 

Mr. Muhammad Ya-min Khan: There are two clauses, onti as it is ii 
the Bill and another as proposed in the form of an amendment. Botl 
are very nearly the same, except in one principle, tind that is a verj 
vital principle. We had discussed at great length in the Select Com 
mittee whether it should be left to the Court to judge that unfriendl} 
relations have been created or are going to bo created by certain articlei 
which appear in the Press, or whether the sole judge should be the 
Grovernor General in Council. That was the real difference of in'inciple 
It was suggested that although the article may amount to libel on th( 
Prince it should be a libel of this nature as to (create unfriendly relations 
If that is left to the Court, then necessarily some kind of evidence hm 
to be produced before the Court and the (yourt cannot make uj) its mine 
unless it is proved to the satisfaction of the Court that the t^uiclcucy o 
that article was to promote unfriendly relations, which niiiuns In otlio; 
words that a certain amount of resentment might ha\e bc(*n shown by tlu 
Prince concerned. When this question came u]), the ni.'jjority though 
that if any private person Was defamed he eould go to the Court muc 
get a conviction inerel}^ on account, of provitig that a particular statcirien 
is libellous, but in th (3 ease of tlie Prince who e^annot a])])ear hiinsol 
personally before the Court, the Govf'rnor General in Council take iipor 
themsf'lves the responsibility of launching a prosecution, and they conic 
not get a conviction unless they prove, more than what a private iiulividna 
would have to prove — ^that the statement- is lihc?llons and at the 
time is a libel of such a nature as t(> create unfriendly relations betweei 
the Indian Government and the* Prince concerned. When this poiut 
came up, it Was really the intention of the majority of the Select Com 
mittee that protection to a Prince should not be more than what i? 
enjoyed by an ordinary person in the country, and because lu* canuo 
appear himself personally, therefore this responsibility may be left to tn< 
Governor General in Council to protect the interests of the person wl^ 
on account of his position and status, cannot come to an Tiidinn Court 
I confess very frankly that this point came np so suddenly that 'vf 
could not give ^ery serious thought as to what it would amount to, 
it was not known at that time that there was this last ingivdieut. > * 
it happens, one thing that the present section refers to is, “with 
to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations”, whicli incihn^, 
Court has to judge w^hetKer it is going to create unfriendly relations or tiq. 
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Now what my Honourable friend, Sir Evelyn Howell, propoBes h that 
in the opinion of the (hiveinor (ienerai in Council if it ib ho, then that 
will determine the point. Now he takes the responsibility upon himself 
to be the sole judge as to whether unfriendly relations are being created. 
ov not. The real objection to the pro 2 )osed section as it stands in the 
Select Committee’s lleport, as has been pointed out, is that, although 
the intention of the Legislature may be to keep up friendly relations, 
the bare fact that it has to be proved in an open Court that some 
kind of unfriendly relations are going to be promoted, the very nature of 
the evidence which will be tendered before the Court, if thtire were not 
such bad unfiiendly relations already created, will tend to create un- 
necessarily the unfriendly relati(3ns which it has been the intention to 
avoid. A prosecution may be launched for the purpose tliat tlie friendly 
relations may continue, but when the Foreign Secretary or his subordinate 
comes beforti the Court and says that there is a tendency to create un- 
friendly relations, and with an unlimited number of questions put by the 
counsel in the i;ross-examination that might lead to such a result that 
the Foreign Secretary might be obliged to ask for the protection of the 
Court in disallowing tliose questions, but the Court niiglit force him to 
:uiswer all those questions wliich migiit be pul by counsel in order to 
prove tlie justification of the charge or otherwise. That kind of question 
which may come bt*fore the Court, that by itstdf )na\ create a tendency, 
to ill-h.‘eling which may be resentt;d by tht; Frince concerned more than, 
if there had been no prosecution at all. Well that is the t»indency 
which it was thonglit lit to avoid, and the two Honourable gmitlemen 
who have put in their minutes of dissent have urged that poi]\t. But 
uufortin lately W'e <'ould not see eye to eye with them ah that time. But 
now. Sir, 1 must frankly admit that, after all, knowing one’s own mistake, 
there is no mistake in haying that coiTected later on, and 1 think 1 must 
say now that a gfxxl deal of ease has now”^ been made out for their view. 
I agree tliat if it goes to the Court, it will be more harmful and more 
injurious I ban if iliere had been no prosecution at all. Tliere might be 
cases of a very delicate nature, and the diseiosure of the fuels concerning 
liicni before an o 2 X*n Court, and witli moreover the Press finding a good 
oppoiUimly in that to magnil\ ihe.se things in their publications, might 
create still greater hostility between the two eoimtries, and for this 
purpose and after all, there can be no other evidence except oral evidence. 
and the written representation of the Prince concerned, and the oral 
evidence of the Foreign Secretary tending to show^ that that writing has 
created or tended to ercate unfriendly redations, — beyond that they can 
produce no other evidence, because the nature of the doeuineiits may be 
so confidential that they could not be produced before the Court.' So 
I think when the Court has to decide or to reh mostly upon the evidence 
of the Foreign Secretary, it is much better to U‘ave the matter to the 
judgment of the Governor General iu Council than on mere oral testimony 
whicli iniglit lead to the jirejudicing of relations wliieh we intend to keep 
very friendly. So 1 think this amendment is one to whi(*h I must after 
due thought accord my siqiport, and I support it. 

the 
in 
He 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, my Honourable friend, Sir Evelyn Howell*, 
Foreign Secretary, is establishing his position as a good research worker 
this House. He has giyen one piece of I’esearch work in history, 
maintained on the floor of this House that if in 19(4 Lord Salisbury,. 
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the then Foreign Minister, had taken timely action against a certain 
paper, then the Great War would have been avoided. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I said, Sir, not that it would have been, but that 
it might have been, avoided. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, I happened to be present in Germany at that 
time, and I followed the whole thing very clearly, and the causes of the 
war were quite different from what the Foreign Secretary is assuming 
them to be. Now he is making another research into Indian jurisprudence. 
We have always considered that, before any person is punished, all the 
evidence must be studied and examined openly in a court, with a right 
of appeal to the High Court. After deliberating a good deal over this 
question during the last four days, we now find here that in this Bill 
also he is taking away this power, and it is declared that the mere state- 
ment of the Governor General in Council through the agency concerned 
would practically be considered to be sufficient proof for the prosecution. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: No, no. Tjibel must be there. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: But what about the proof of the libel? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Libel must be proved. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: It means that the Governor General in Council s 
word is the final word to indicate that this thing has created iinfriendlv 
relations? Tell mo w’hich Magistrate will go against it. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin B[han: No, uo^ — -it must hr under the IndiMa 
Penal Code, Chapter XXI. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then the statement of one of the persons 
appointed by the Governor General is to be considered sufficient for the 
purposes of law and all the procedure that is now laid dowm in the 
Criminal Procedure Code is to be set aside. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: No, no. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In practice, \t not in words. 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member please go on. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad:. Ai?c^rding to the recommendations of the 
Foreign Secretary . Sir, the point now before us was fought out in the 
Select Committee, and it was carried by the unanimous opinion of non* 
official Members that this clause should not find a place in the Bill: but 
the two official Members still press this question, and I am at a lo^ 
understand why my friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, who expressed one opinio*^ 
on the Committee, has now' changed his mind on further consideration. 
(Mr. S. C. Mitra: “That is not surprising at all.“) When I moved tniB 
motion for circulation I had in my mind this amendment of the Foreign 
Secretary and I knew that on account of the fag end of the session 
the thinness of the Opposition, any motion of the Government would bo 
accepted by the' majority, especially when we had some non-official Mcni 
bers amongst us who considered thcimselves to bt* more representative 
the Governmcint than representatives of their own eonstitiiencuh' 
(Laughter.) Sir, it was pointed out that the opinions which. wei‘V3 wo 
having were carefully considered. There are two kinds of opinions. I 
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iB a legal opinion for which we w'ant a legal phraseology in order to find 
out that the words do not connote more than what we intend them ta 
imply. The second category of opinion is the opinion of the people who- 
are affected by the law. This opinion is also fiqually important. The 
Select Committee, to my mind, did not pay sufficient attention to the 
Opinions expressed by various Associations and by the representatives of 
the people who ill be affected by this particular law. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim llahimt(K>la) : The Honour- 
able Member is again discussing his own amendment. The question of 
opinions is no longer relevant to the present issue. The present issue is 
whether the clause, as submitted by the Select Committee, should be 
amended as proposed by the Honourable MembiT Sir Evelyn Howell or 
not. The question of opinions is no longer relevant. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: My argument against the present motion is that 
the opinions expressed by various Associations are opposed to this particular 
clause and rhat is the point which I am bringing in proof of my opposi- 
tion. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member oppose, both the clause 
and the iuiiendmenl ? 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 oppose this particular dausi* as it stands. 

Mr. President: We are discussing chouse 2 with the amendment pro- 
pos(‘d by Sir EvcIn n Howell. Is the Honourable Member ofiposing both? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I nni opposing l)Oih. In the first place, my 
tomm for opposing it is, as 1 pointed out last time, that in this clause 
the word “faniil\ ' is still there. I do not want to repeat the arguments 
Jigaiii, but there is no doubt that the word “family'’ is a very wide word, 
and in certain couiitries^ it may really cover half the people. My second 
objection is that the word “Alinistor” is also a very wide word. Any 
person who may be ashed to aurry on Ihe work may be called a Minister. 
The connotation of these two words is very wide and it is very desirable 
that they should be narrowed down. The other point of rny opposition 
is “adjoining India”. As has been pointed out already, India includes 
Aden as u-ell. And I was rather surprised by the argument of my friend 
Mr. Yamin Khan wlien he said that the connotation of India is smaller 
and the connotation of British India is larger. I thought that if you qualify 
the word, you always diminish tlie sphere of that particular thing. India 
is certainly a much wdder term than British India, and unless this parti- 
cular clause is modified m a manner so as to exclude Aden, I am afraid 
that it will be interpreted to mean Aden and the adjoining territories. 

Sir, T repeat very briefly what I said before, that there is really no 
^easion for bringing in a clause like this. The Honourable Sir Evelyn 
Howell himself pointed out in his speech that since the lapse of the 
Ordinances no case has arisen. And if no case has occurred in the country 
after the lapse of the Ordinances and if nobody is taking any interest in 

may I ask if it is wise to remind ihe people and to tell them that a 
thing of this kind they could do and ought to do? It is not wise really 

legislate on a measure which really has got no definite application. No 
doubt, it is necessary to keep friendly relations with our neighbouring 
countries, but is it wise if, in order to please the neighbouring countries. 
Wo displease ouv own people? Therefore, with those remarks I oppose this 
particular clause as it is amended and the original clause as it stands in 
the Bill/ 
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U^,. H. H. AmdM»4»: Siir, 1 8\i^port this amendment with the ^^l| 
conviction that if the motion is pasHed, all possible objections that can be 
urged a^^ainst the original Bill will be met. The- Honourable the last 
speaker seems to consider that tht^ Indian Penal Code and the Criminal 
Procedurt* Code are one and the same thing. The amendment proposed 
!by the Honourable the Mover is an amendment of the Criminal Ih’ocedure 
Code. It therefore does not and cannot create any new offence. Therefore 
all the ground that could have been for the objection that the proposed Bill 
created a new offence disappears absolutely. (Interruption by Mi-. K. 
Ahmed.) The Oiminal Procedure Code does not and cannot create* any 
offence. M\ Honourable friend is a Barrister and ho ought to know it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: If you had practised yourself, you. too would have 
known it. What is section 110? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: Sir, the attempts jf the K'gal experts of tlio 
Government of India to frame a measure to deal with libellous atta(*ks on 
foreign potentates have been, to sa\ the least of it, very iinforiimatt*. The 
matter has been on their minds for tlu* last more than threi* years, and 
during all that long period, we have been finding them groping in the 
vast realms of P'nglisli, Continental and American jurisprudence. Th* 
result of all that groping hajs been what my friend Sir Han Singh (Jour 
characterised as “a mouse after the mountain lias laboured.” Sir, tlaiv 
are plenty of laws in /if/r/ materia in the diffen*nl countries of tlu* world 
and nothing could have been easier than to have copied, say, h)r instance, 
the law of France on the subject, wliieh simply providt*^ that attacks on 
foreign potentates are defamation punishable with a ceriain period el 
imprisonment and with a fine of a certain amount. \\c have already got 
the law of <lefamatIon in our Slatute-book and no person in his senses 
could then have been able to say that a Mill which was rc'producing siiction 
499 of the Indian Penal Code should (‘ircuhited for o])inion. No person 
in his senses would then have been able to ui-ge that section -199 of the 
Indian Penal Cwle could possibly afftad the susceptibilities of iny Muslim 
friends, but unfortunately oiu* own Statute-book was tlu^ very last thin}? 
which suggested itself to the minds of the legal exp(*rls of the Covem- 
ment of India. The discovery- was madt' rmly a ft*w days ago, on to 
day when the. amendment No. o standing in the name of the IToiioiirabk 
Member, Sir Evelyn Howell, was giviui notice of. 

Sir, I do not prnpo.se to go into the verbal amendments propos(*d in 
the language of clause 2 as regards certain words and i)lirases. Miit if this 
amendment is acceded to by the House, then I say then* is absolutely no 
scope for any of the amendments as regards thosi* words and phrases. As 
I said, no new offence would be crc*Hted, only Ihtj law of di‘fairuitiou would 
have been amended on its ])rocedural side. At pn*seni on account of 
section 198 of the Criminal Procedure (-ode no one, f^xcept the aggrieved 
party can prosecute for defamation. The simplest thing therefore would 
be to remove that bar from the way of the fcrcign potentates, who, unaci 
the existing law, if they choose to resort to our law courts as complain un^s. 
are perfectly entitled to pursue the remedy given to them under our m'' 
in the same manner and to the same extent as the meanest subject o 
His Majesty in India. This amendment simply seeks to avoid fbat 
and I fail i(a understand how any reasonable man could possibly object ^ 
it. I thc^refore suppwt this amendment on these grounds. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, 

1st April, 1932. 





I.EGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, Ist April, 19S2. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chumber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN: 

The Honourable Mr. Harry Cnihani C.S.I., C.I.E. (Home 

Member) ; and 

Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy, (M.E., M.L.A. (Government of India: 
Nominated OflBeial). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

CliASSIFICATION OF POLITIOAIi PRISONERS. 

1099« ’^Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) whether any correspondence has passed between the Government 

of India and any of the Provincial Governments on the 
question of classificntion of ex-M, L. As. convicted for their 
civil disobedience activities or imprisoned under Ordinances 
and, if so, whether a decision h«as been reached that they 
should be treated as “A" Class prisoners, if not, why not; 

(б) whether the Government of India have instructed Provincial 

Governments to give “A*' c*ass treatment to all ladies impri- 
soned either under Ordinances or in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement; if not, why not; and 
(c) whether the issuing of such instructions is under contemplation ; 
if 80 , when will the instructions take effect? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig : fa) There has. been no correspondence 
CD the general question between the Government of India and Local Govern- 
Tnents. The Government of India ascertained the facts in a particular case 
from one Local Government. 

The classification of convicted persons depends partly on the nature of 
the offence and partly on the mode of liv'ng as determined by social status, 
education and habit of life. Generally, the classification is the function of 
the Courts, subject to confirmation and review by the Local Govemmen# 
concerned. This being so, it would be inappropriate for the Government of 

( 2777 ) A 
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India to issue general instructions of the nature cbntemplated by the 
Honourable Member. 1 have no doubt, however, that the fact that the 
person has been a member of the Indian Legislature or of a Legislative 
Council is taken into consideration "with other facts by the Courts and by 
Local Governments. 

(h) and (c). No such instructions have issued or are under contemplation, 
since they would be contrary to the principles which, as I have explained, 
govern the classification of convicted persons. 

Kr. O. S. Banga Iyer: In view of the special circumstances of the case 
when several ladies* are taking part in the political movement, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to reconsider their attitude in regard to "the classification 
of lady prisoners? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I think, Sir, that the general principles 
already laid down after careful consideratif>n some years ago by the Govern- 
ment of India in consultation with the Meiuhers. of this Assemhly are 
sufficient t<i meet the ease. 

Mr. 0. S. Rangalyer: Will Govennneut be pleas(*d to ct)usidt*r the desir- 
ability of classifying political prisoners as j)olitical piisoners instead of 
mixing them up with ordinary prisoners? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: That, Sir, is an old question which we 
liave been into many times and it has been explained repeatedly that it is 
not possible to establish a (dassification for political prisoners. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Are Government aware of the disadvantage both 
to the political prisoners and to the ordinary prisoners in their getting mixed 
up together? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: That, I am afraid, is. an inevitable 
accompaninu^nt of the situation. 

Mr. O. S. Banga lyer: Will (lovernmcut take early steps to remove this 
disadvantage both to the political prisoners and to the lady prisoners, and 
appoint a committee to go into the question and make recommendations 
thereon? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: No, Sir. I am afraid Governnicnt Jire 
not prepared to do that. 

Mr. B. Das: Is. the TTouourahle Afeiiibca* aware, that in the ])r(;vious civil 
disobedience movement all ccc-Members of the Assembly w^ero put in class 
*'A", but this year some of the ex-M, L. A.s have been put in chiss’B. 
particularly Mr. Dwarka Prasad Misra, on cx-M. L. A. from ihe Central 
Provinces ? 

Th^ Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: T think it is tho case that normally 
Members or eaj-Members of the Legislative Assembly would under the exist- 
ing principles be put in class “A.'' 

Mr. 0. 8., Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state whether the 
particular reference which the Honourable gentleman was pleased to nfiake 
about correspondence having taken place between the Government of India 
and one Provincial Government relates to ex-M, E. A. Mr, Dwarka Prasad 
Misra? 
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Tto Bp^ourable Mr. H. O. Haig: 1 believe that is so. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
Mr. Dvvarka Prasad Misra is at present in class ‘‘A'* or in class “B”? 

The Honouralde Mr. H. O. Haig: I understand he is in the 'B” class. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to advise the Central 
Provinces Government to treat him as an "A'* class prisoner in view of the 
fact that he was a Member of the Legislative Assembly? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: The Central Provinces Government 
considered that, in a(»cordance with the principles laid down, he should not 
be treated as an “A" class prisoner. 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Is the Honourable Member aware that last year 
lie was tri‘aterl as an ‘‘A*’ class prisoner? , 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: No. Sir. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Governnient be pleased to inquire into the 
matter and aseiTtain faet^i from the C'eniral Provinces Government? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: We have already been in correspond- 
ence with the (^cntral Provinces Government and I see no object in pursuing 
the matter further, 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Have Goveruuient considered the evil effects of segre- 
gating different classes of prisoners from each other and dividing them into 
different classes? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: Is it the Honourable Member’s sugges- 
tion that all prisoners should he grouped together and treated alike? 

Mr. N. M. Jofihi: I want to know whether there are no evil effects of 
segregating prisoners from each other. 

The Honourable Mr, H. G. Haig: The present policy is one for which this 
House must bear equal responsibility with Government. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will [ho Honourable ^Fember he pleased to state 
if those classifications are at present being made by the Goveriiment of 
india or the Provincial Governments or the Magistrates? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: I explained in answer to the original 
question that the classification' is made by the Courts, subject to confirma- 
tion and review by the Local Governments. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Are the Magistrates instructed by the Govern- 
ment to award any ])artieiilar classes? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: The function of the Local Goveminent 
j’b to. confirm and review orders made by the Courts. 

a2 
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Mr. Lalcband Navalrai: My point is, do the Local Governinents give anjr 
Instructions to them previous to their awarding the classes/? 

i ^ ■ ■ ’ 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: The general instructions are contained 
in orders issued by the Government of India and 1 do not supposid the Local 
Governments find any necessity to supplement those instructions. 

.i 

i 

^ Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member please place those 
instructions of the Government of India on the table? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I think they must have been placed on 
the table Jong ago. There was a communique of about February, 1930. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Beddi: Will Government take action iE the Courts 
deviate from those rules? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I have already explained, Sir, that the 
Local Governments do exercise a review over tlie action taken by the Court, s. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Do Government realise that if iM. L. A.s are given 
“A** class, the protection which the other prisoners are likely to receive 
from M. L. A.s will be reduced in this House? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: That is a matter of opiuitui. 

Mr. B. Das: Is the Honourable Alember aware that lady prisoners from 
Delhi liave been placed in mixed jails in the Pimjab and that their health is 
suffering because they are not allowed to move about in those jails? 

The Honourable Mr, H. G. Haig: 1 cannot follow the question very 
clearly but it does not seem to me hi arise out of the original question vve 
are discussing. 

Mr. O. 0. Biswas: Is the Honourable the Home Member satisfied with 
the reception he has got this morning on the assumption of his office? 
(Laughter.) 

Substitution of Air Force Unit.s for Ground Troops on tub Frontier. 

1100. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly state when 
the Howell Leport on the possibility of substitution of Air Force units 
for ground troops on the Frontier was signed; and why has it not yet 
been published? When do Government propose to publish it; and wliat 
action, if any, has been taken on it?* 

Mr. G. M. Young: I’he report was signed a year ago. As regards the 
other points the Hononrablo Member's attention is invited to the reply 
which I gave on the B()th March to Mr. Moore/s starred question No. 1071. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I know what action has been taken on the 
report of the Howell C\)nimittec? That was not answered. 

Mr. G. M. Young: The report of the How-ell Committee has not been 
published. It is not therefore possible to give in full the action taken on 
the report. In my answer to Mr. Moore’s question, I did give a certain 
amount of information relating to the action taken. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it the contention of Government that they are 
unwilling to give any information as to what action has been taken by 
emment or is contemplated to be taken on this report? 
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Mr. .G. M. Young : Obviously not ; I did place a certain amount of in- 
formation on this point before the House the day before yesterday. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: What is tlie nature of the action which they have 
taken on that report? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I would refer my Honourable friend to the reply I 
gave on that day. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will the Honourable Member kindly repeat that 
answer if ho has a cop\ in front of him? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I will let the Honourable Member have a copy. 
The llonc^urable Member himself put a number of supplementary ques- 
tions, so T assumed tliat he had heard my answer. 

Non-interference with “ Buy Indian ” Propaganda. 

1101. *Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil: (a) Are Government aware that the 
Home Member in the Madras Legislative Council said that he would 
address a District Magistrate and Tolicc Superintendent and ask them not 
to interfere witli the “Buy Indian” work? 

(h) If so, are Government prepared to issue special instructions of a 
similar kind ^to all the Provincial Governments? 

The Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig: (a) 1 have seen a Press report of a 
statement l)y tin* Home Mi'iiibcr, ^Madras, to the effect that instruc- 
tions liave been issued to Distriet officers not to place obstructions in the 
wav of the legitimate a(?tiviti<‘s of the League. 

No. Tlie matter falL v ithin the province of the Local GovernmontB, 
who are fully aware the po'^it on and ai'c competent to take such action 
as may he desirable. 

Grievances of Railway Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 

1102. ’"Mr. Bhuput Sing: With reference to the reply to starred questioa 
No. 406, dated the 17th February, 1932 (regarding grievances of Railway 
staff of the Howrah Goods Shed), will Government be pleased to state what 
aeiion, if any, has lunm taken Ihe Agent, East Indian Railway; if not, 
whv not ? 

! 

Mr. P. R. Rau: With your ptrmission. Sir, T propose to answer ques- 
tions Nos. 1102, 1108, 1101 and 1105 together. I have called for informa- 
tion from the Agent. East Indian Railway, and will lay a reply on the 
table in due course. 

Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go on Leave on 

HALF Pay, 

11103. "i'Mr. Bhuput Sing: (d) Are Government aware that each man of 
the Howrah Goods Shed (Outward) was compelled to go on leave for 15 
days on half pay by rotation during the year 1031? 

(h) If not, do Government propose to enquire ns to who is the officer 
^ho forced the staff to go on leave on half pay and whether the officer 
concerned compelled the men to go on leave out of his own initiative or 
due to orders from the Agent; if not, why not? 
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Railway Passes obakted to Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed 

COMPELLED TO GO ON LbAVE ON HaLF PaY. 


tll04. *Mr. Bliuput Sing: (a) WillXjovernment be pleased to state the 
number of second class passes issued to the stafiE of the Howrah Goods 
Shed (Outward) who were compelled to go on 15 days* leave on half pay? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the money value of the passes 
issued and the economy effected by compulsory deduction of half of 15 
days’ pay of those men who travelled on second class passes during their 
compulsory leave? 


Allowances of the Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 

tll05. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
starred question No. 405, dated the 17th February, 1932, are Government 
aware that the Sunday allowance enjoyed by the staff of the Howrah Goods 
Shed (Outward) has been stopped? 

(b) Is it a fact that Sunday allowance was sanctioned for those men 
in lieu of Presidency allowance granted to other staff? 

. (c) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the Presidency 
allowance has also been withdrawn from persons enjoying it? If not, why 
not? 


Alleged Racial Discrimination in Punishments tn the Howkah 

Goods Shed. 

1106. •Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) With reference to the reply to starred ques- 
tion No. 407, dated the 17th February, 1932, is it a fact that one Mr. R. 
Blanchel. a Weigh Clerk in the Howrah Goofl)^ Shed (Outward), was fined 
Rs. 5 for being caught while taking bribes? 

(6) le it a fact that one Mr. S. K. Biswas was inuuediatcly dismissed 
for the same offence in the same office? 

(c) If the re]jlies to parts (a) and (b) bo in the affirmative, are Govern- 
ment aware that this sort of racial discrimination in the HowTah Goods 
Shed (Outward) is causing much discontent; if not, do they propose to 
inquire; if not, why not? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have called for information from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Posts with Special Pay in the Government of India held by 

NonMusltms. 

1107. *Mr. Vppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government please state 
the number of posts in each category, i,e,. Superintendents, Assistants, 
Stenographers and clerks carrying special pay in each Department of the 
Government of India, and their attached offices, names and nationality 
of the incumbents holding each of them and the nature of duties for which 
special pay has been, sanctioned? 

(b) Is it a fact that almost all the posts carrying special pay ara. held 
exclusively by non-Muslirns in each Department of the Government of 
India and Jttlachod offices? 

tFor answer 1o this question, nep answer to question No. 1102. 
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(c) Is it also a fact that non-Muslims are in an absolute majority in 
each Department of the Government of India? 

(d) Will Government kindly give the names of Muslims in each category, 
senior to those non-Muslims drawing special pay and the justification for 
meting out this differential treatment to Muslims ? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: (a) For a statement of the number 
of posts in each category and the ])osts carrying special pay in each 
Department of the Government of India and their Attached Offices, the 
Honourable Member is referred to the Financje Department Notifications 
No. D. -7806-Ex. -1 '31. of the 16th Novtunber, 1931. I am unable to under- 
take the coll(*etion of the other information which the Honourable Member 
asks for. 

(b) 1 have not complete information on the point, hut I will obtain it 
and furnish il to tin* Honoiirahle Member. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It will 1)1^ se<.*n fnjiii the riotitications to which I have refeiTed in 
reply to part (a) of the question that gcn(‘rally speaking Sf.eeial pay is 
atiaelied to the following (*;itegories of posts: 

(a) l\M*soiial assistants to Honourable Members niul stenographers 
attac'lual to Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, and officers of 
(‘otTespoiiding status iu some offices. 

{b) Assistants and (*lerks in charge of sections in certain offices. 

(c) (\ishiers. 

No question of tlifferential treatment aiiscs. Selection for such posts is 
made on the basis of litness and ikm on communal considerations. The 
collection of tlie infonnali(ui askt'd for would therefore serve no useful 
purpose. 

Allegkd Di.sco.ntjci^t amon(;st Muslim Emflovees in the Goveknmbn 
OF India Sechktariat and Attached Offices. 

1108. ^Mr, Uppi Saheb Bahadur: Arc Government aware that consider- 
able discoutentincnt prevails among the Aluslim members of the Govern- 
inent of India S(‘cretariat and attacdicd offices on aec.oimt of: 

(i) their very nieagi'e ivpri*senla(iou in the Secretariat and attached 

offices ; 

(ii) their utter exclusiou from the appointments carrying special 

pay; and 

(iii) the rejection by the Finance Department of the recommenda- 

tion of Do])artments or attached offices for the grant of special 
pay to their deserving Muslim members? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: I am aware that Muslim representa- 
tion in the offices rofeired to is regarded as iniidequatc, hut as has been 
pointed out on many occasions, their representation during the past 5 
years has shown a steady increase. 1 must repudiate the suggestion that 
any discrimination is made against Muslims in regard to selection for posts 
carrying sy)eeial pay. 

Grant of Advance Increments or Special Pay to Muslims in the 
Government of India Offices. 

1109. ♦Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Are Government prepared to 
reconsider the eases of deserving Muslims in each Department and attached 
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Office of the Government of India who are senior to those non-Muslinis 
holding posts carrying special pay and are otherwise very well reported 
on and compensate them either by the grant of advance increments or by 
the grant of special pay? 

(b) Is it a fact that precedents of the grant of such compensation to 
non-Muslims exist in the Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr. H, O. Haig: (a) Special pay is granted for the 
reasons set out in Fundamental Rule 9(25). Government cannot accept 
the suggestion that if a member of the staff is selected to fill a post 
carrying special pay, those senior to him whether Muslim or non-Muslim 
should be compensated by the grant of advance increments. Its accept- 
ance would he entirely contrary to the principle which underlies appoint 
ment to selection posts throughout the ■Sendees. 

(b) The reply is in the negative. 

Age or Babu Khushi Mohamed, late Chief Goods CIlkrk, North 
Western Railway, forced to Retire. 

1110. *lir. Uppi Saheb Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact that Babu Khushi 
Mohamed, late Chief Goods Clerk, North-Western Railway, was forced to 
retire four years before his time for retirement owing to the wrong entry 
in his service book? 

(b) Is it a fact that for the rectification of the age entry in his servict 
book Babu Khushi Mohamed produced proof of birth certificate duly 
attested by a Magistrate, a scliooJ certificate and also a certificate of the 
Civil Surgeon of the rank of Lieut. -Colonel? 

(c) Is it a fact that four similar Hindu clerks' cases were decided 
favourably, viz., Babu Tara Chand. Clerk, Agent's Oflico, Lahore, Babu 
Wazir Chand, Clerk, C. C. M. Office, Lahore, Babu Budh Raj, P. W. I. 
and Babu Eadha Kishin, Station Master? Is it a fact that age entries 
in these eases were corrected as a result of which the men in question 
could continue in service? If so, why was the application of Syed Khuslii 
Mohamed rejected? 

(d) Is it a fact that various appeals and telegrams sent by Syed Khushi 
Mohamed failed to bring any satisfactory reply from the Agent and Rail- 
way Board? Will Government be pleased to say whether Railway em- 
ployees of the class of Syed Khushi Mohamed have any right of appeal 
against the decision of the Agent? If not, what authority can they appeal 
to? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: I have called for information fmm the Agent, North 
Western Railway, and will lay a reply on the fable in due course. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

ReCOMMK.VDATIoXS of TIIK RkTKFXCIIMENT CoMMITTKK UEOAUDTNG DAinYlNa 

.\XD A.xjmal Husbandry Dkp.xrtmknts. 

Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government please state what, atjtioy 
they contemplate taking on the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee regarding the Dairy Depiu:i;.ment of the Imperial Agncultur 
Department ? 
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(b) Are Government aware that there is a strong public feeling against! 
the proposed closing down of the Imperial Dairy Institute at Bangalore? 
Has this Institute proved very useful for providing training to Indian 
apprentices and for helping in developing the dairy and cattle industry of 
the country ? 

(c) In the event of the Bangalore Institute being closed down, do 
Government (jonteinplate starting a new one anywhere else? 

(d) Will (lovernment please state if this kind of training can be given 
at the dairy faniis in charge of the Military Department and whether the 
Military dairy farms are open to the public at present? 

(e) In what ways are the activities of the Dairy Department to be 
curtailed ? 

(/) Are Governnieut aware that the public appreciate the useful work 
done by this Department and that its discontinuance will cause consi- 
derable discontent? 

Sir Frank Noyce: (a) and (e). I would refer the Honourable Member 
to page /)7 of the Summary of the Ilesults of Retrenchment Operations 
in Civil Expenditure and in Military estimates, which was circulated to 
Honourable Members with the Budget papers. As stated in that summary, 
Government have decided that the Imperial Institiite of Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying at Bangalore and its allied stations at Karnal and Wellington 
should ho retained, but that their activities should be somewhat restricted 
until financial conditions improve. All experiments in cross brec^ding with 
European cattle at Bangalore will be abandoned and attention will be 
concentrated on breeding high yielding strains of indigenous cattle only. 
Similarly, v,ork at Kamal will bo confined to cattle and that on buffaloes, 
sheep and goats will be discontinued. The training of students in dairying 
at Bangalorj? and its allied stations will continue to bo given on the same 
lines as at present. The Cre^^niery at Anand has been closed from 
March Ist. 

(h) and (/). Government are aware that the valuable work done by the 
Imperial Institute of Animal Husbandry and Dairying in promoting the 
(leveiopmeni of the dairying and cattle industry in this countn^ has been 
widely appreciated. Any apj)rehcnsions in regard to its discontinuance 
should be st*f at rest by the statenumt I have just made. 

(r) Does not arise. 

yd) I presuiiu* that wliat the Honourable Member wishes to know is 
whether the ^lilitarv Dairy Fanns are open to the public as schools of 
dairying. The only men trained on these Fanns are the apprentices of 
the Military Farms Department. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

I'Nsatisfactdhy Reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the 
Expediting of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in Jail. 

Mr# President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Chair 
W received two notices of motions for adjournment. One is from the 
Honourable Member, Sirdar Harbans Singh. He proposes to ask for leave 
to make a motion for the adjournment of the Assembly for the purpose 
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of discussing An urgent matter of definite public importance, namely, the 
unsatisfactory reply of the Honourable the Leader of the House regarding 
the expediting of the reforms with Mahatma (landhi in jail. The second 
notice is from the Honourable Member, Mr. B. Sitaramaraju. He pro- 
poses to ask for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the House* 
to discuss the unsatisfactory and disquieting reply of the Honourable the 
Leader of the House to the short notice question yesterday regarding the 
attitude of Government towards constitutional reforms for this country 
awaiting decision. 

Before I decide as regards the admissibility of these adjournment 
motions, T should like to ask whether any objection is taken. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Loader of the House) : Sir, 1 should 
like to confine iinself at this stage to the tirst ot the twe^ motions whicli 
you have read to the Houst . My suhniissioii is that the matter which 
it is sought to raise on the motion for the adjournment is not a definite 
matter of urgent public importance within the moaning of the Standing 
Order. Tt will bo within the rooolloctioii of House* that in the sliort 
notice question which I answered yesterday, then* was no reference to 
this question of the release of Mahatma Oandlii, though then* was a re- 
ference to the question of reforms. Thai cpiestion of tin* n'lease of 
Mahatma (jandhi aro.se onl> on a sup]>I(*mcntary question askc'd by iny 
Honourable friend, Mr. Banga Iyer. Now, Sir, when tin* supphincntary 
question was ])ut. 1 did at one point say that it did not s( (‘m to nn* that 
it arose either out of the original question or out of any of the answers 
I had given, but 1 did not, Sir, as T might have done, ask \ou to rule 
the question out of order on the ground that it did not arise, nor did I 
ask for notice. The reason why I did not adopt either of tin S(* courses 
tvas that the matter was one on which tin* ])olicy of tln^ Ooveriimeni is 
w^ell-known and on which statements had bocai made in tliis House 
recently, and I therefore indicated that the ]>osilion of (Tovernmeni 
unchanged. What is sought in this motion for adjournment to-day is to 
say that my reply was unsatisfactory because I did not indicate any change 
in the Goveniment policy m the way of accepting tin* suggestion under- 
lying the question. Now, my submission on that point is this, tliat apart 
fix)m the question which Mas put. it would not have been open to the 
Honourable Member to have raised any (luestion of a motion for adjourn- 
ment of the House on account of tho failure of Government to release 
Mahatma Gandhi or to take action in that direction — for that is the sub- 
stantive matter that he has raised, — it Mould not have been open to him 
admittedly to raise it but for the question implying a suggestion and the 
ansM’er given to it. Nom% Sir, had I given an ansMcr asking for notice 
or had I asked you to rule that the question did not arise, and you had 
ruled accordingly, then I think it M'^oiild have been vor\' difficult to hrinj 
forward this motion for the adjournment, and the mere fact that, instead 
of adopting either course I indicated that the policy of Gov(*rnmcnt had 
already been stated and remained unchanged, is not sufficient to make it 
become a definite matter of urgent public importance within the mcuniiii? 
of the Standing Order. There is nothing new, there is no new elemc*^t 
the situation. All that has happened is, that my Honourable friend pu 
a question containing a suggestion and my answer is judged imsatisfactorv 
because that suggestion was not at once acceded to. For these reasons. 
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gir, I would submit that the motion does not raise a definite matter of 
urgent public importance within the meaning of the Standing Order. That, 
gir, I think, completes the submission 1 wish to make to the Chair. 

ICr. President: Has ihe Honourable Member, Sirdar Harbaiis Singh, 
anything to urge in reply to the objection raised? 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab: Sikh): Yes, Sir. The 
Honourable the Leader of the House said that there is no new element in 
the situation which makes the matter definite matter of urgent public 
importance. Wc have all along been told that His Majesty's Government, 
before deciding on the refonns, w’ould enlist the co-operation of all parties 
in India and then decide tlui whole question of refonris. Yesterday’s 
tvnswer of the Honourable the Loader of the Hoiisi* show’s that in Decem- 
ber last when the repressive policy v\'as already started, the Government 
had aniiouncrd that llu'v were going to ex])edito the reforms w’ith Congress 
leaders in jail. So, I submit, that we had that answer from the Govern- 
ment y(*sterday, and this is ihe first o])p()riunit v when wo could raise the 
question on the floor of the House. 11iifi is all I have to say. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkimd and Kumaon Divisions: Xon-Muham- 
inudaii Itiii'al) Sir, llu; TLonourahle tiu* Deader of the House stated that 
the adjournment motion does nof arise* la cause it lias notlnng to d».> with 
the original shoi*t nolitje question put l)y my friimd Mr. fialehand Navalrai. 
sir, the adjoiirnimmt motion of my friend Sirdar Harbans Singh relates 
to the misatislaetorv ri*ply of the Hoiioiirahlc lln‘ Deader i.)i the House 
in \vhi('h he ust*d tlie t‘.\pression ‘'expt'diting of tin* rei‘o?Tns”, wliicli sliould 
be taken in the light of tlie original sliort notiee (jiiestion. The Benthall 
circular, and partieularly the attitude adopted by Government in tin' l.'ght 
of that eirenlar, tlie i*xpedit:ng of the reforms hec'Oines absolutely ohjee- 
tionahle he(?anse of the imprisonment of Mahatma Gandhi anrl the deter- 
mination of the Government to (‘ontinue that inq^risonment. The whole 
<|uestion of reforms and repression, examine in the light of the Benthall 
cirenkar, introdnees a new situation which this House is entitled to consi- 
der, and the Honoiira])l(* the Home Member an<] the Honourahie the 
bonder of llie House will, and I hope, Sir, you will als(^ give due considera- 
tion to this faei , that we ai’e not eoncerned with anything more or loss 
than the answt'r given on the floor of the House by the Honourable the 
Deader of the House. Tlie answei* is unsatisfaetorv because he pn^poses 
to expedite the reforms in the light of the Benthall circular and with 
Mahatma Gandlii in jail. Idiat introduces a new' feature altogether, and 
I ennnot understand how the Honourahie the Leader of the House . . . 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Rainy: I think tlu' Honourable Member is 
unintentionally putting into niy mouth w'oi*ds which I did not use. I did 
not say w'O washed to expedite tlu' reforms in the light of the Benthall 
circular. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir. it is open to this House to take the entire 
^hort notice question and the reply of the Honourable the Leader of the 
House in the liglit of the Hentliell eirenlar. The expejiitinf; of the reforms 
'“the lijrht of the Benthall eirenlar with Mahatma (lanrthi in jirison assumes 
a new aspect whieli this House is perfe.etlv entitled to discuss, and the 
^cstion ‘has no relation whatever to the short notice (question, but the 
short notice question and the reply have got to be taken together and 
^^80 the supplomeutary questions put on the floor of the House, w’hioh are 
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the property of the House and which were perfectly in order. The- 
Honourable the Leader of the House did not raise a point of order that 
they were not in order; all these things have got to be token together, and 
taking them together, I think, Sir, a definite^ matter of urgent public 
irnpoidancc arises, namely, the expediting of the refonns as suggested in the 
Benthall circuiar with Mahatma Gandhi in prison. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Ibi'ahim Jtohiiutoola) : The question 
which the Choir lias to decide is whether the first adjournment motion 
which arises out of the reply given to a supplomentary question is in order 
or not. The Chair does not propose at this stage to deal with the other 
motion. As reganls the question wliether the matter is of urgent public 
importance or not, the Chair holds that it is a matter of urgent public 
importance. If 25 Honourable Members regard the answer given to the 
supplementary question as unsatisfactory, tliey should be entitled to dis- 
cuss it. It is for the House itself to decide whether they wish to discuss 
an adjournment motion on the reply given to one supplementary nuestion 
or they prefer to discuss the reply given to tlio whole question. The 
Honourable the Tioader of the House was right in saying that be could 
have raised the issue when that supplementary question was put. If he 
had done so the Chair w’ould have decided the point ; but he did not 
raise it ; on the contrary be accepted tlie siipplemontarv question as being 
in order and replied to it. Tliat point cannot therefore arise on the present 
occasion. The Cliair must therefore hold that the adjournment motioa 
is in ord(a‘, leaving it to Honourable Members to decide which one they 
will take np for di.scussion to-day. As objection ha.s been raised, the Chair 
requests tliose Honourable ^f embers wlio arc in favour of leave being 
granted to rise in their places. As not less than 25 Members have risen 
I declare that leave is granted and that the motion will bo taken up for 
discussion at 4 p.m. to-day. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : ^lay I suggest that the 
second adjoumment motion should be taken up for discussion? It would 
be better. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir ll>rahim Itahimtoola) : 'Plie ^.'hfiir 
left it to nonoin\d)le ^rembers to decide. Tf they bad not ristui on tho 
first adjoununenl motion, the s<*eond would Iiave been ]nit to the House. 
The fact that more than 25 Arombers rose in their scats leads the Chair 
to conclude tliat Honourable Members prefer to diseuss the adjouvnuicnt 
motion arising out of the answer given to a single supplementary qine-tion. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Pres.sf:.s asked to furnish SEcuRiTy. 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig (Home Member) : T lay on the table 
the information promised in reply to starred question No. 54 asked by Mr- 
Lalchand Navalrai on the 25th Janmiry, 1082. 

I place a statement on the table. 

The Honoiira,hlr MomLer will ^»b«sftrve tha< tlio I'nfnntialioii tn the period 

to the 20ih Januarf, 1932. , 

I would remnrk with reference to part {d) of the question that security in ® 

from the keepers and not the proprietors of presses 



6t€Uement showing the action taken by local GovemmerUa and adminiatrations against Presses under the Indian Press (jSmergeney Powers) Act, 

up to 20th January, 1932. 
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Success ob’ Candidates in Accounts Service Examinations. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member') ; T lay or. the 

table the information promised in reply to starred question No. 784 asked 
by Bhagat ('handi Mai (lola on the 14tli Alarch, 1932 


(a) No. Tho result of the ordinary branch was 11 per rent, of p.if-'CS. 

(/y) The markedly lower percentage of passes than usual this year is due to the- 
comparatively large number of failure.^ in two very im{X)rtant s/iibjcds, viz., the Public 
Works Account Code, Fundamental Rules and Civil Service Regulation.s paper.s and to 
the allotment of grace marks cm a s<?ale morci restricted than in the past. 


Leave for Subordinates of the Bengal and North Western Kailway. 

Mr. P, R. Rau (Financial Commissioner, Railways) ; I lay on tlic table 
the information promised in reply to iinstarred question No. 124 asked by 
Mr. N. K. Gunjal on the 4th Marcdi, 1932. 


The Agent, Rengal and North Western R^iilway, reports that the relieving staff 
maintained is adequate for requirements, and that the suggestion in Cd is without 
foundation. 


AbI.E(VATIONS REGARDING POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE NOUTII-WeST 

Frontier Province. 

Sir Evel3m Howell (Foreign Secretary): T bay on the tabh* the answer 
to the supplementary question asked by Dr. Ziajiiddin Ahmad in connec- 
tion with starred question No. 02 asked by him on the 26tli January, 1932, 
regarding “Politieal Prisoners’ Gri(‘vaneea’' as published in the Kusiem 
Times of the 13th Deecmher, 1931, 


l>om enquiries made it has l)een found that the following allegations made ia the 
letter in qut^stion are subsit antially incorrect : — 

1. /'Vrtf/f/i/q/ of prisoners . — The allegation is incorrcxjl that any classes of prisoners 
have been flogged on slight pretext. Hogging has only been re.sorted to when all 
other means of restoring discipline have failed and has been inflicted strictly in 
accordance with the provisions of the Jail Manual which arc the .siiine in the North-West 
Frontier Province as in the Pnnijab. 

2. (\te of hftr fetter<. — Fetters are imposed on prisoners in accordance with rules 
prescribed for the purpose. No discrimination i.s made against any class of prisonei. 

3. Diet of prisoners and sale of vetjffnfde.^ produced in the jaifs. — .Mlogations al>out 
the prisoners diet are incorrect. The standard of ^liet in the jails is high and quite 
adequate. The .siile <if jail vegetables is absolutely prohibited and fre<pien( inspec- 
fions and surpii.'^e vi.sits show that the fund is suffleient in cpiantity and wlmlesorne, 
and that an alnindance of vegel.ibles grown in the jail gardens is kept bn* the exclusive 
ase of the i^risoners. 

4. Kstimate of food rhartjes per head per prisoner. — The e-stiinate of food charges 
per head is incorrect. Tho average dieting co'^i per head in this province is 0-2.-3 
per day w.hile in the Punjab Jails it is 0-1-9 per day. 

5. ('ompfaints of prisoners aijainst the Chief .^fedieol Officer and their tjrievances 
a/fofment of (jrindimj labour to them.—\\. is alleged that- by the instructions of 

^he Uhief Medical Officer certain prisoners are required to grind 15 or 16 seers for a 
Period of four months. This is untrue. No prisoner is kept in the grinding cell 
‘Oi* more (ban thr^ months at a time provided he does his allotted task as laid down 
^ the Jail Manual. The ninximum task that is allowed in the North-West Frontier 
Provinces is 10 seers per diem. 
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Taxation in Dehra Dun Cantonment. 

Mr. O'. M. Young (Army Secretary) : I lay on the table the infoimatiou 
promised in reply to starred question No. HOI asked by Sii’dar Sohan Sin"}i 
on the loth February, 1982. 


Tlio total estimated revenue for the whole eaiitoninenl for 1931-32 is Rs. 47,430. 
But, out of this, only Us, 4.300 are derived from the area orenpied hy ihe rivil 
' population. A \ery imuh larirer sum is spent from Cantonment tnnds on* that aren. 
The total expenditure on education during the year amounted to al»ont Rs. 1,900 
inclusive of a special grant of Rs. 1,159 to the District Board for the provision j>f 
school room with furniture, for cantonment hoys. No separate schools are inaintninoii 
hy the cantonineiit authority, hut two District Boiird sclnsds, and the (Uirkha Boys’ 
School are aided by it. i 


THE FOREIGN RELATIONS BlLL--ron/d. 

Mr. President: Further discussion of Sir Evelyn HowelFs amendment to 
Clause 2. t 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : I consider 
that the amendment which haa been placed before the House by Sir Evelyn 
Howell is a decided improvement upon the clause as it emerged from the 
Select Committee. Fears were expressed by more than one Honourable 
Member yesterday that a new offence was being created by the present 
Bill. If however the House would accept the amendment there will be 
no ques^yion of any new offence at all. The offence will be the offence of 
defamation, an offence known to Indian law ever since Lord Macaulay 
applied his wisdom in drafting the Indian Penal Code. Under the existing 
law it is as much an offence to publish a statement defamatory of a foreign 
Euler or any of his relations or ministers as it is to defame an ordinary 
individual within British India, but for practical purposes the difference is 
this. foreign Ruler or his minister, or a member of his family, would 
not cross the frontier and lodge a complaint in British India, ^erefore 
defamation of such a person practically carries with it a charter of 
immunity from punishment. What the Bill seeks to do, especially the 
amendment, is to take away that difficulty in the case of a foreign Ruler 
who may be defamed. Ordinarily in a criminal case a complaint may be 
filed by any one, but in so far as the offence of defamation is concerned, 
section 198 of the Criminal Procedure Code has laid down that the person 
aggrieved is the ])erson who alone can lodge a complaint. That being so, 

t“That for clause 2 the following be Rubstitnted : 

‘2. Where an offence falling under (’hapter XXI of the Indiaji Pt?nnl Code 

committed against a Ruler of a State outside but adjoining 
India, or against any meinhor of the family or agninst any 
Minister of suc*h Ruler, and, in the opinion of the fhivornor 
fieneral in Founril, the mnintenanre of friendly relation? 
hetw'oen ITis Majesty’s Oovernment and the Onvornirent o 
such State may thereby be prejiidieed, the r}o\orhov thnicrn 
in Omncil may make, or authorise' any person to make, a com 
plaint in wTiting of such offence, and, notwithstanding 
thintr contained in section 198 of the Code of Criminnl I ^ 
( edur'}, 1898. any Court competent in other respectsi to 
cognizance of such offence may take cognizance thei’mif 


Power- of Ooverncr 
Ceneral in Council to 
prosecute in ca.«<e8 of 
defamation which pre- 
judice the m ^intenanoc 
of friendlv relations 
with certain foreign 
States. 


such complaint’.” 
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any foreign Ruler, a» the law now stands, if he feels aggrieved by any 
f?tatement piiblislied against him, has got to appear before the Court him- 
self and lodge the complaint. Now, Sir, the proposi*d ameiidment seeks 
nierely to ?nake nii excej^tiou to the rub* in section li)H in tavoiir of tlu* 
foreign llulor. Tf you turn to section 108 of the Code of (Criminal Proce- 
dure, yon will S(ie that a n6^w proviso was added to that section in 1923. 
That proviso enacted an exception in favour of certain classes of persons, 
such as minors, lunatics', idiots, women, persons suffering from any 
infirmity or siekne^ss. In the ease of such persons, it was provided that 
the complaint might he filed on their behalf by somebody else with the 
leave of the (j>url. What is now sought to be aebieved by tlie present 
amendment is that, instead of a complaint being filed with the leave of 
the Court on behalf of a foreign Ruler, a complaint will have to be 
authorised by the Governor General in Council. T fancy that the object 
of this Bill might have been attained by a simple amendment of that 
proviso to section 198. That is all. \Vc are not creating a new offence 
at all. The offence is the offence of defamation. The amendment that 
adds further before the Governor General in Council decides to authorise 
a complaint, he must be satisfied that the publication in quesdiion is likely 
to disturb friendly relations between Hia Majesty’s Govemrnent and the 
Ciovcmment of the State concerned. This question of friendly relations 
has got to be considered only for the purpose of deciding whether the 
complaint should be lodged or not. In the Select Committee, the clause 
as drafted made this element an ingredient of the offence itself. That 


might lead to some difficulty. As a matter of fact, if you look at the 
opinions which have been received on this Bill, you will find it has been 
pointed out by several people, that if this question as to whether or not 
any publication would have the effect of prejudicing friendly relations 
between Hin Majesty’s Government and a foreign State, is left to be 
decided in a court of law, it might give rise to various complications and 
difficulties. Therefore very^ wisely, this amendment seeks to take away 
that question from the purview of the courts and to eliminate it from 
the conqiosition of the offence altogether. The Governor General will 
merely decide on these grounds whether or not a complaint should be 
filed. An objection wa>^ suggested in some parts of the House yesterday 
that this might involve the Governor General — acting no doubt at the 
instance of the Foreign Secretary, — acting in a way not quite impartial; 
in other words, the Governor General might be showing favouritism in 
the csiso of some foreign Rulers, and not in the. case of others. I do not 
l'(;li(‘V(' that that will he so. But ass#iiming that that is so, w'hat is the 
’ -sition? Supposing that the Governor General does not authorise a 
=ni])laint whore a complaint ought to have been filed, my Honourable 
''i<ls who are eriticining the Bill cannot object if no action is taken 
Miiso their (*ontontion in that, no action should be taken against any- 
' ' A. On the other hand, if a eomplaint is filed, it only means that the 
■ 'V is brought before the Gourt. and when it is brought before the 


the only question which the Court will ho called upon to determine 
'' hetlu'r or not the publication in question constitutes defamation. 
BiJifc in about all, and not the other question as to whether or not any 
foreign relations are going to he endangered. So, I submit that the 
clause as amended in the way suggested wiil meet all reasoiiahe objec- 
hons th?|t can bo taken. Why should it be an offence to defame a 
in Briiif^h India, but not to defame a person outside British India? 
vhy should you put any obstacles in the way of a. person who may be 


b2 
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ouisido British India, merely because ho is outside Briti6»h India, anil is 
not liki !y to come owr to British India for the purpose of seeking bis 
remedy? So, I maintain, Sir, all the apprehensions to which expression 
was given in the House arc utterly groundless. 

Tlieii. Sir, if you look at another clause of tliis Bill — clause 4 — you will 
see there is an important safeguard. Clause 4 contemplates cases where 
an order of forfeiture may be made. If in any such case an order is made 
for forfeiture of the dexiument in question, then any party aggrieved by 
that order has the right to go up to the High Court. That right is 
secured to him by virtue of the provisions of sections 90A to 99G of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure being extended to these cases. Therefore, 
the position is this. If it is j)urely a prosecution for defamation and 
nothing more than that, the Court will decide that quofftion as in ordinary 
cases. If, over and above that, there is an order of forfeiture, the High 
Court will have the right to go into that question, and if necessary, to 
set aside that order. Where, then, is the difficulty, w^hcre is the danger, 
I do not M}e. No grave question of international law are really involved, 
unless you say that whether or not the Governor General should authorise 
a complaint to be lodged on behalf of a foreign State is a- question of 
international law. After all, such as it is, it iH not so very serious or so 
very dangerous that we need shy at that. 

Some questions were raised as to the scope of thin clause — ^that not 
merely a foreign Buler, but members of his family or his ministers have 
also been included. I do not see what objection there can be to the 
inclusion of those persons. After all, every person is entitled to be pro- 
tected against any attacks upon his reputation, and therefore, when we 
are including these persons, it only means that wo do so because they are 
persons who are not likely of their own accord to take action by coming 
over to British India. There need not he any fear tliat the word 
“family** will be construed in such a sense as to include* anybody and 
everybody. Even if it does, there need be no objection, I wibrnit. As 
my lawyer friends know, the word “family” has been interpreted in 
various judicial decisions, ft has come to be regarded as a term of art, 
and therefore there need not be finy doubt whatsoever as to the precise 
implications of that word. 

So, on these grounds I think tlie House will be well advised in accept- 
ing this amendment in preference ko the form in which the clause has 
emerged from the Select Committee. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Cakmtta and Suburhf^ : Muhammadan TTrhan) : Mr. 
President, I must congratulate iny Honourable friend the Foreign 
Secretary on having found support not only in what is called tlie United 
India Party hut also in a section of the Nationalist Party. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 
He has resigned from the Party. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I did not know that. Th that n fact? Any way, Sir, 
my Honourable friend has found support from Mr. Biswas, who I thought 
was a member of the Nationalist Party. It is difficult for me, although T 
have also practised as a lawyer for a very long time, to undefs4;and the 
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necessity for this amendment at all. The main object of the amendment 
is that the Governor General should have the power to authorise any 
person to make a complaint under section 198 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The reason given in justification of this proposal is that the foreign 
Biller or his representative in India, say his Consml, would not or might 
not care to go to (^ourt and make a complaint that he has been defamed 
by certain persons who are citizens of British India. I can understand the 
case of the foreign Euler, but I do not know why any one representing 
him in India could not come before a British Indian Court and make a 
complaint that he hasi been defamed or his Euler has been defamed. I see 
no reason whatever. We have for the purpose of this Act opened the 
Courts of British India to such a complaint, and if as a matter of fact any 
foreign Euler or his representative feels any grievance with respect to any 
writing in the Press or any uttcnmcc in public on the part of any British 
Indian citizen, why should there be any difficulty on his part to make a 
complaint? Once a complaint is made, by whomsoever it nxay be, the 
whole quci^tion is opened up whether the writing or utterance is likely to 
prejudice foreign relations or not. Then, where is the difficulty on the 
part of tlui representative of any Euler or a mianber of his family to 
make a complaint here? If I followed the Ilonoiirablo Member in charge 
of the Bill correctly, I think he said that a Consul may not know what 
the exact position is. If the Consul does not know, i^rely, it is too much 
on the part of the Foreign Secretary to expect us to accept the position 
that the (loverhment of India are more solicitous for protecting the 
reputation of tlu*. foreign Euler or his represjentat’ve than the foreign. 
Euler or his n!])resentative himself. This is a proposition for which T do 
not see any warrant whatever. Any person on behalf of the foreign 
Euler- -his ('onsul or anv other representative — might go to Court and say, 
“Here is a statement which is defamatory which I complain of and prove 
that his cliaracter or reputation is injured. In that cas<? the Court would 
proceed according to law. It is a very queer thing that while A*s 
charactc'r is supposed to he injared, .and he is supposed to be defamed, he 
should not come into Court, but somebody else, the representative of 
another Government should come into Court and say that he has been 
defamed, that his cEarJu*ter has been injured and that his reputation has 
been brought low! Sir, I find no warrant for it whatever. It may be 
claimed that the Government of India prosecuting a person for defamation 
of this sort would ]uit the whole matter in a securer position so far as the 
(.’ourts are concerned. But surely the Secretary or whoever may appear 
on behalf of the Governor General in Council cannot be in the same posi- 
tion as the person who has been defamed or bis representative to enlighten 
the Court on the question whether as a matter of fact the article in the 
Press in question or a particular s<poech has a tendency to lower the 
person w'ho complains about it in the estimation of the public. Surely it 
is that person and that person alone who can best t^peak on the point. I 
submit therefore that there is no warrant for the proposition which is 
embodied in this amondment. 


Sir I do not find my friend, Mr. Vamin Khan, in his seat. He admitted 
yesterday that he had committed an error in not agreeii^ with the propo- 
sition of tho Government in this respect — the proposition that is now 
embodied* in this amendment. Sir, we on this side of the Hous^ wish that 
Mr. Yamin Khan nnd his United India Party committed a few more 
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mistakes like that . It waa a very grave mistake indeed {D)\ Ziauddm 
Ahmad : “It is a disunited party no\v.“) on the part of Mr. Yaniin Khan 
and his pai*ty to commit. I realize tliat. He further complained that I 
did not choose to go to the Select Committee, but if my friend had been 
here in his seat, I would have assured him tliat my presence on the Select 
Committee would perhaps have helped him to commit more mistakes 
and hot fewer mistakes of this character. (Laughter.) Sir, the whole 
amendment, as it is, contains several propositions and T find that there 
are a number of other amendments in which objection is taken to a certain 
phraseology in clause 2 of the Rill. For instance, anv morniber of the 
family of a Ruler alleging that he is defamed would be protected by this 
Rill. Now, Sir, suppose a man like Raehhai Sakao hia])pened to be a 
member of the family of the Ruler for the time being and his conduct is 
criticised and very severely criticized by the Indian I'ress 

Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Secretary) : May T interrupt the Honourable 
Member for a moment? Bacchai Sakao was never the Ruler of a foreign 
State within the meaning of this Bill. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I never said he was. I said supposing he was a 
member of the family of the Ruler and supposing his conduct, about 
which we all know, was criticized and very severely criticized and his 
character was attacked, then the Governor General in Council would be 
entitled under the ])rovisions of this Bill to lodge a complaint of defama- 
tion. I am putting forwar<l a suppositious case: it may be some other 
person. It may be Abdur Rahman or it may be some Singh or other. 
It makes no differeiKfC. Rut supi)Osing a member of the family makes a 
complaint that he is defamed by being criticized in that way, then the 
Governor General in Council would be entitled under this Bill to lodge a 
complaint, though the criticism may be to the effect that he is acting 
against the best interests of the State (*oncerned, and though the Ruler 
of that State may be an extremely enlightened and civilized ruler. Then, 
supposing such a publication is defamatory — that is, the allegations made 
against a member of tin; family of a Ruler like that — then in that case 
surely this Bill would entitle the Governor General in Council, or the 
Political Department, to make a complaint. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: No. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: My friend, the Foreign Secretary, shakes his head, 
but I should like to hear the J^aw Member on that point, if I am not 
correct. I should like the Honourable the Law Member to say that sueb 
criticism or such rc^tlcction on such a member of the family of a Ruler against 
whom there is nothing to hi* said would not (tome within the sc<>])i‘ of tins 
Bill. It most undoubtedly will, as any lawyer would tell the Foreign Secre- 
tary. Is that a position which can be sup])orted for one moment ? It would 
be a most serious position from any ]K>int of view. Of course we do not 
know the fa(ds as regards tin* operations of tin* diplomatic, or tlie tona^n 
Deparirnetit. 'Fliev have their own policy. That is another matter. 
from tin laibiic point of view, it wouhl hi disastrous if the Pri'ss is 
be sto])ped from making eriiieisiiis of that character; and T say that there 
must lie some objeet in inelnding thi; members of the family of a Rule»- 
If the. Honourable, the Foreign Secretary agrees to delete that clause, 

I understand 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: We are prepared to accept an amendment about 
it- — ^the amendment of Mr. Maswood Ahmad which runs as follows : 

“That in clause 2 of the Bill aa proposed to be amended by Sir Kvelyn Howell 
for the words ‘any member of the family or against any* the words ‘the consort or. 
son or the principal* be substituted.** 

Sir Abdur Eljrbizu: Are tlu? Government going to accept that amend- 
ment ? 

I 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Yes. 

Sir Abdur Baliim: Then, Sir, the amendment wishes to place on the 
statute the very words of the original clause, namely, that the offence 
would result in prejudicing tlie maintenance of friendly relations. If this^ 
amendment were passed, I take it that these words would remain, although 
there are amendments to delete it or to modify the language. That 
is another diffiiculty in the way of the acceptance of this amendment by 
12 Noon House. “Prejudicing the mainteniance of friendly rela- 

tions” is undoubtedly very loose language, and I am sure that: 
the Court will find very great difficulty in obtaining definite evidence on cl 
point of that character. 

Now’, Sir, these arc some of the points against the acceptance of this 
amendment, but I understand that what the Government wish to secure 
by this amendment is that the coni])laint may be made by the Governor 
General in C'ouncil, and that is to suffice the requirements of the law. 
Sir, I do not think any case l)as been made out for this amendment. 
There is no reason wduitever why the complaint should not be made in 
the ordinary way laid down in the law. Mr. Biswas cited the new 
proviso to section 198 of the Griniinal Procedure Code by w’hich lunatics, 
idiots and minors are authorised to make complaints through other per- 
sons. 1 do not know whether Sir Evelyn Howell is very happy over this 
argument of Mr. Bisw’as, but T am sure he does not think, seriously speak- 
ing, that there is any analogy between the tw’o cases. Apart from that, 
there is a very serious objection from the point of view’ of the administra- 
tion of justice. It is very diffiicult to understand why we should allow 
a third person in a case of defamation to come forw’ard and say, “So and 
sc has been defamed, his character has been injured and he has been 
brought dowm in the estimation of the public”. 1 can quite understand 
the Political Department giving evidem c as regards the question whether 
friendly relations betw(*cn India and any Foreign State are likely to be 
iv.ejndiccd or not. They have knowledge of these matters and undoubtedly 
they art» in a position to giv(' evidence on such a point. Hnt w’hcther a 
particular individual bas been defamed or not, surely it is for that indivi- 
dual to complain, and I do not si’e any reason wdiy any Department of 
Government should bnlt in wdicn the porsoi^ concenied or liis representa- 
tive dot's not complain. T submit, (beroforc, that this is a bad amendment 
and ought not to be aecepted. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (YIu/.afYarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham-i 
inadan) : Sir, I have vi*rv little to sav after tlie able exposition (^f the 
subject by my HComairable friend. Sir Abdur Pahim. But T should like to 
add just out' or two wwds. Tn th.e Bill, as it was originally introduced, the 
mere ijnblication of a statenit'ut wdiich w’as likely to promote unfriendly 
relations bctw’cen His ?irajesty*s Government and the Government of a 
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foreign btat(i was deemed to be an offence ; but the Select Committee 
imprOTed upon it and made two elements as vitally necessary in constituting 
inc offence under clause 2. The two elements were, firstly, the offence of 
defamation, Avhich must be proved by the prosecution to the satisfaction 
of the* C'ourt. The second element was that this defamation must be 
with intent to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations between His 
Majesty s Coverninent and the Government of the foreign State, or 
whereby the maintenance of such relations is likely to be prejudiced. 
These were the two elements which were incorporated in clause 2 by the 
Select Committee. Now, the question is — which is the authority to judge 
•on these two points? ''Wie (question whether a particular offence falls 
under defamation or not, clearly the Court has to decide. There was a 
difference of opinion in the Select Committee with regard to the latter 
point. The majority of the Select Committee held that the second 
element, which is to constitute the offence, namely, the intention to 
prejudice the maintenance of friendly- relations, is also a question which 
should be decided by the Court. Bui my Honourable friend. Sir Evelyn 
Howell and my Honourable friend. Sir Lancelot (irabam, on bclialf of 
Government, objected to the latter ingredient in tlu? ()ff<'n(‘e be'ing sub- 
jected t(^ the decision of thi» Court. They th(‘refore suggested that it 
should be the Governor General in Council who should decide whether 
tho offence of defamation was likely to prejudice the maintenance of 
friendly relations, and so in the amendment whicli my ITononrablo friend 
the Foreign Secretary has moved, it is stat('d that this offcnct* must be 
in the opinion of the Governor General prejudicial to the maintenance 
or friendly relations. That is all. I would submit that the best judges 
on the lattt'r point should be the Court. We have got enough experience 
of the Exec'utive Government not to leave such authority in their hands 
in regard to a decision on such points. The other day with regard to 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, we saw that the executive 
authority were very reluctant to place tlu?ir cards on the table. They 
very often go on one-sided evidence, and in a case like that the Select 
Committee came to the conclusion that tlu* best thing to do under the 
circumstances was to leave the decision of the second element, that is, 
the intention to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations, to the 
Court to decide. ]\fv Honourable friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, who was also 
a Member of the Select Committee, was also of that opinion, but the 
revised edition of his opinion now is before the House ; and he says he 
made a mistake in the Select Com'mittee. 

Mr. Muhaimnad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Rural) *- 
I frankly admit it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : To err is 
human. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: I would ther(*fore submit that no case has 
been made out for the substitution of the amendment which is now pro- 
posed to be made by my Honourable friend the Foreign Secretary, and 
I beg to offer my opposition to that amendment. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Reeretarv, Lciii.slative Department): Sir, in the 
first plac:j, f should like to tender my thanks to rny friend, Mr. Yaniin 
(Khan. Not only did he see the error of his ways but he has puhiicly 
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confessed the error of his ways, which seems to me to be a very noble 
action. But, in the first instance, I should like to fix the blame on 
myself and Sir Evelyn Howell because we did not press our case with 
sufficient clearness and force in the Select Committee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Sin^: You did so. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: J am very much obliged to my friend, but I 
think it is possible* thjit this idea was put forward rather suddenly and they 
did not see the full implication of it and the difficulties of the actual 
clause which they aciopted at the time sitting in that Committee. There- 
fore, I would personally express niy gratitude and rny admiration to my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, for the conduct in this respect. I 
am also very much obliged for the valuable support of Mr. Biswas. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Anklesaria, in giving us his support, at the same 
time did not refrain from giving what 1 might call a backhander. He 
said, we have blundered, groped and govelled, and by a supreme element 
of fortune had arrived at the right conclusion. But T am not disposed 
to argue \v:ith him or (|uarrel with him as to how we have arrived at the 
right (‘onclusion, and I am not prejaired to say that our first Bill was 
altogetlier had. ]^ut what 1 would say is this, wo have found that we 
are more likely to get this Bill through and possibly, I might say now — 
1 am sorry Mr. Mudaliar is not present — that we have exercised a little 
of that syn I pathetic imagination whieh we wen^ instructed to exercise the 
other day. At any rate we thought we could get that amendment through 
and we are now pressing that. 

T now conu* to my HonourahU* and learned friend. Sir Abdur Bahim, 
and I must confess that F find him a very baffling friend. Yesterday 
he attacked us vi*rv severely because we were making an addition to 
the penal law of the, country. 1 felt inclined to interrupt him, but I did 
not like interrupting, and ask him tlu*n to look into onr amendment for a 
S(Jution because our amendment just takes out that new provision and 
if we carry our amendment, the Bill will make no addition to the penal 
law of the country. Tlie prose(*ution 

Sir Abdur Bahim: Then why this Bill at all? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: I do not think I am going to miss that point. 
If we carry the amendment to clause 2, whieh particularly lies under the 
Penal Code, the difference would be that a person aggrieved will not be 
obliged to come in person for making his complaint. But the prosecu- 
tion will he undt*r the Penal ('ode and will be a plain prosecution for 
defamation, and it will rely upon us to make out a case under sections 
499 and 50(1. As T said, that to my mind ought really to cause the 
Honourable Member to agree with mo and in his heart of hearts T think 
ho d(iea so ; otherwise we should not have had this very rambling and 
confused spec'eh from him to-dav . As far as I can make out, ho asked w’hy 
the law should be changed at all. Because if the Sovereign of a neighbour- 
ing State is aggrieved by soim* refieetion on his character or conduct con- 
tained in the Press of India, he has onlv got to send his representative to file 
0. complaint. Is that actually what the Honourable Member said? If so, 
I do (certainly differ Troiu him because tlie provasions of Iseetion 198 
definitely lay it down that a (*ompIaint must he made by the person aggriev- 
od. Hoes my Honourable friend suggest that a Court would accept as the 
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person aggrieved the Minister or some friend of the Ruler? I maintain 
that that would be a complete negation of the provisions of section 198, 
and if there was any doubt on the matter, I think it would be cleared 
up by the proviso which says: 

“Provided that, where the person so aggrieved is a woman who, according to- 
ciistoms and manners of tlie country, ought not to be compelled to appear in public,, 
or where such person is under the age of eighteen years or is an idiot or lunatic, 
or from sickness or infirmity unable to make a complaint,” etc. 

Where a person of one of those classes is the person aggrieved, then 
and then only “some other person may, with the leave of the Court, make a 
ccmplnint on his or her behalf*'. I cannot agree for a moment, and I 
do not think the Honourable Member 'would himself agree on. reading 
that section again, that a Sovereign from abroad could send a Minister 
and say the Minister could act as the person aggrieved. But that is 
what we are going to do by our Bill. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Send a representative. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: No. Under the law a complaint must be made 
by the person aggrieved and that must be the person whose character is 
taken away. It is no good my friend saying, for instance, that there is a 
representative of Afghanistan, or a representative of Nepal here who ia 
entitled to make a complaint on behalf of the Ruler. That being so, I 
think my Honourable friend must really admit that he entirely agrees with 
this amendment. The only thing he might say would be, “Well, I think 
the Court ought to be left to be satisfied as to whether this particular libel 
affects or is likely to alfect the friendly relations and that is the attitude 
which my Honourable and practical friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, took 
up. He said, that is the one point whicli really shoulji be the test of this 
very dithcult issue as to whether the particular article was likely to have 
the particular effect on foreign relations. I have no doubt that he said 
so even after reading our minute of dissent. But 1 maintain that that is- 
a very difficult issue to be entrusted to a Court, and, indeed ncH. the proper 
question to be entrusted to a Court. When, the Government have taken 
upon themselves the burden of proving their case under libel, there is no 
need whatever to impose upon them the additional burden of trying to 
satisfy the (Jourt on this question of the effect on foreign relations. Every- 
body must admit that my Honourable friend. Sir Evelyn Howell, or whoever 
sits in his place, is the person who is really more capable tlian. any Court 
of adopting the correct position on that issue and knowing whether friendly 
relations are likely to be prejudiced. Not only that, but then* is the funda- 
mental difficulty of evidence being produced in the (*onrt likely to have 
that effect upon the docjision of the Court. The very produclion of evidence 
and arguing of the ease is, as w^e stated in our minute of dissent, more 
likely to add fuel to the tiro and further to prejudice friendly relations 
than if you leave if. to the certificate of Government. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: May I cask whether It is intended by this amend- 
ment to preclude evidence on the subject of friendly relations? Is that 
the object? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: I am surprised that the Honourable Member 
should ask that question. T do not think there can be any possibility of 
doubt after reading the amendment. 
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Sir Abdur Rahim: Surely that is the object. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: I submit it is not. But I do not know the ’ 
opinion of my Honourable friend. What happens is this. In effect the 
Governor General in ('ouncil comes to Court and he says, “I am satisfied 
that the particular article is going to have a particular effect and 1 believe 
that article to be libellous. I lay a complaint of libel before the Court*'. 

Sir Abdur Ral^m : It is for the Court to decide upon that complaint. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: The Court is to decide whether the particular 
person in respect of whom a complaint is made has been libelled. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: And whether friendly relations are likely to be 

proj l id iced . 

Sir Lancelot Graham: No. i do not think my Honourable friend 
could have listened to the very clear speech made by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. It was made plain not only in our minute' 
of dissent, but we have souglit to make it plain in the amendment which 
we put in, and I hoj^cd I had siu eeeded in making it plain. The real, 
point in issue is as to why should Government be allowed to come in as com- 
plainant? *rhe answer is because the foreign relations of Government are 
liable to be prejudiced. iMv Honourable friend said, let His Majesty, 
so and so, come or send his represen l-ative. We know tliat difficulties 
would arise in such cases, and as a matter of fact as practical men we 
cannot sit by and allo\v statenu*nts to appear in the papers when not only 
the character of His IVIajesty so and so is being affected, but our own 
political safety and our relations are being very gravely affected, and that, 
is w'hy wc claim to intervene and it is because we know wffiere the shoe 
pinches, and we know the danger to ourselves that we are claiming the right 
to put a certificate into Court and to take the place of the monarch who 
has been defamed and to discharge before the Court the burden of proving 
that that particular monarch has been defamed. On these grounds, Sir, 

I support the amendment. 

JChnn Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah (Ontral Provinces : Muhamniadan) : 

1 rise to oppose the amendinent which has been moved by the Honourable 
the Foreign Secretary, and after what I have heard just now from my 
Honourable friend. Sir Lancelot Graham, I particularly oppose it. The 
object of the aineiulment is to dispeuse with the necessity of proving that 
the accusi*d, by publishing a certain article held to be defamatory, intended 
to prejudice tbe existence of friciidly relations between the British Gevem- 
nient and the foreign State coiici’rncd. When a ])rosecuti{>n is instituted 
by the (iovernnuMit of India, it will carry with it the presumption that the 
accused bad such an intention. 

It will often be difficult to deeide beforehand how' far criticism of 
particular measure will be treated as fail* and reasonable, and at whaj» 
stage the author of such an article will be considered to have overstepped- 
the proper limits making the article defamatory and punishable under 
clause 2. The amendment if embodied in the Act will place a great 
handicap on the accused inasmuch as the presumption of the guilty inten- 
tion -on his part will aUvays weigh lieavily against him and he will be- 
unable to rebut it to the satisfaction of the Court, and prove that, in fact,. 
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he had no such intention. Just now my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot 
Graham has said that all evidence on that point would be shut out. That 
will be very unjust, and I do not think it will be a fair trial at all if the 
Government of India are to be the sole judge as to whether there has been 
anything which is likely to prejudice the existence of friendly relations. 
In the circumstances it is very desirable that the point should be examined 
also by the Court for otherwise there will be nothing in the case except 
that tliore was an article, that it was defamatory and that it wag published 
by a certain person. In order to decide whether a man has been really 
guilty or not, it is always necessary to ascertain exactly what his intention 
was when he committed the act. Any presumption of guilty intention on 
his part will be practically to prejudge the case against him, and it will 
place him in an exceedingly unfavourable position from the very com- 
mencement. of the trial. 

The offence constituted by clause 2 of the IBill is new in our legal system. 
Such otfences have been and will be few and far between. It would there- 
fore be undesirable to frame the law in such a manner as to give an im- 
pression that the object of the Government ig not so much to punish the 
•offenders as to stitie the public voice. Indians, whether Hindus or jMnslims, 
have connections with their brethren in the adjacent countries, and they 
feel for their eo-religionists or for their countrymen if they are subjected 
to harsh, unjust or diseriminatory treatment in foreign States. It is for 
this reason that the Bill has been (ionsidered by a large section of tin* 
people as a ])iece of unwelcome legislation, and it is very necessary that 
the Government should proceed witli great caution if they ri'ally have any 
regard for the feelings of the ]>eople of this e<amtry. Tlie Honourable tlu‘, 
Foreign Secretary has given an assurance in his speech that religious con- 
troversies will not come under the purview of this Bill. That is all riglit. 
But I would like to point out that there is no clause in the Bill itself to 
this effect. R'digioiis and political questions often overlap each otlier and 
they become intermixed when contrcjversies arise. Much depends on the 
point of view from wliich a particular question is looked at. A man with 
a genuine grievance may go to the Press to enlist public synq)a1liy and 
support and he may even make a public disclosure of the conduct or policy 
of the foreign Ruler in regard to a matter of public interest and importance. 
The author of the article may do all thjs with howsoever an innocent inten- 
tion, yet motives of mischief will be attributed to him if at his trial th'ere 
is the legal presumption against him. He will be greatly handicapped. 

'Sir Lancelot Graham: There is no legal presumption under the section. 

Elhan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: It was just now i^aid by my 
Honoural)le 'friend Sir Lancelot Graham that the point whether the accused 
intended in fact to prejudice tho existence of friendly relations or not 
between the British Government and the foreign State will not ho a (lues- 
tion for the Court to decide. There will be the presumption against him. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: No, there is no presumption against him, because 
he is not being tried for that. He is being tried only for libel, and .libel 
-f*s laid down in the Penal Code. 
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Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah : As I pointed out in my speech 

at Simla, in September last, if i\u- Itnler of a foreign State proclaims him* 
self as the Caliph of the Muslims, an Indian Muslim may subject this action, 
of the Iluler to severe ciiticisin. He may even point out defects in his 
character which in liis opinion unfit lum for that liigh and exalted office. 

It will iK^t ho denied that tlu* autlior of the article had! not the remotest 
intention of prejudicing the friendly relations between the British Govern- 
ment and tiiat Uulei-. In my o[)inion, in such a case prcKjt of mischievous 
intention his part is absohitely necessary before he can be held guilty 
of an offence which he never dreamt of. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: l>oes it not come within the purview 
of religious criticism if a man proclaims himself as Khalifa? 

Khan Bahadur H. M. 'Wilayatullah: It is not excluded anywhere in 
tlie liill. There is no clause showing what cases will be exempted and 
form exceptions. To presume that he intended mischief involving inter- 
national trouble will be to confuse all the boundaries of crime. Surely 
you must draw a line where mischief began ; and to presume, that because 
he published ar> article, he intended mischief of an international character 
is, I think, going loo far, and ind ed such a presumption is not justified. 
There arc several shrines at Meshed which arc held in great reverence, and. 
visited by thousands of people from this country. Suppose they are 
touched under a wave of reform, or their wakfs are confiscated, or improper 
exactions are levied fnnn tiie pilgrims. Do the (jovernment of India expect 
that the Indian Muslim shtill remain quiet and not agitate about it? And 
if they <lo agitate, because theiv is no clause in the Bill to the effect that 
anything will form an exc(*ptiun, it will be said that his intention was simply 
to bring the rc'latioiis of the* (Tovernrnent of India with the foreign State 
to a breaking ])oint. That is at least what I understand from the wording 
of the Bfill. It. has been drafted with great care but it does not satisfy me. 

] have done judicial work for many years and. for that reason, I read it with 
great care. 1 found certain things wanting. No term has been defined 
in the Bill. Tlie Bill is an t*xtraordinary piece of legislation, and conse- 
qxiontly peopK* are very suspicious about its effects. For this reason it was- 
vehemently opposed at Simla, Clause 2 is the only operative clause in it, 
and it was slightly modifie«l by the Select Committee. The proposed 
amendment will take away the only relieving feature of the Bill; and if 
passed, the legislatkai will he lickl to be very arbitrary and perhaps even 
one-sided, because, whenevia* a y)rosccution is instituted, it will be sure 
that there will be a conviction. Wlien there iy an article and it is held to 
I defamatory and it lias been published the case will he sent to Court 
only to fix tlie identity of the author. Other matters such as a guilty and 
niischic'voiis intiMition on ihe pari of the man need not he proved because 
they are alnauly pves\mu‘d against him from the very beginning. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: It is not so. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: It is a piece of unusual legislation 
and it is necessary that tiu' burden of yireof on the. yirosecution which is the 
only safeguard sliould not he nmiovod from the Bill especially wiien people 
arc very susyiicious about it. I would therehuv recommend that it should 
be worded in such a- manner as to inspire confidence in the minds of the 
public, and used only wiih the greatest caution. 
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The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) : Sir, I find tliere 
is some misapprehension with regard to the scope of the Bill. What does 
. Sir Evelyn Howell s amendment mean ? For the sake of brevity 1 will 
use the expression “foreign liiiler’* to include all the categories in the 
.amendment. All that the amendment means is this: as soon as a defama- 
tory artieJe or a defamatory speech is publislicd or made against a foreign 
Huler, instead of compelling that foreign Ruler to come and lodge an in- 
formation, the (roveriior General in Gouncil may lodge the information: 
with this proviso, that the Governor General in Council should be of the 
opinion that such did'amation is likely to prejudice friendly relations. That 
is all that the amendment means. Therefore it will be a simple ease of 
defamation, and the three elements of defamation will have to be proved 
in Court. The three elements as Honourable Members are aware,* are 
first, imputation, second, piiblic*ation of the imputation, and third, wrong- 
ful intention or wrongful knowledge. These elements will have to be 
proved in order that you can get a conviction for defamation. You must 
prove that something defamatory has been imputed. Y'ou must prove 
that that has been published and you must also prove that that was done 
.with wrongful intention or wrongful knowledge 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah : Will all those exceptions apply here 
.also? If the writer says that the matter is true and that it was done in 
the public interest, would such a defence be admissible? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: All the exceptions come in: for 
.'instance an imputation may affect the character of a person. If it be 
true or if it be bona fide criticism or in the public interest that the 
criticism was made, all these defences ^^ill be available to the accused. In 
order to be defamation it must be defamation within the meaning of sec- 
■ tion 499 of the Indian Penal Code, taking all the exceptions of section 499. 
All that the amendment says is this : do not compel a foreign Ruler to 
come and lodge a complaint in British Indian Courts. That is all ; and .as 
a safeguard there is a proviso that the Governor General in Council will 
not lodge a prosecution unless he is of opinion that such defamation is 
'likely to prejudice the relations between the two countries. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh; Who is to be the judge? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: The Governor General in Coun- 
cil. And that is the law in England also. That is what I want to point 
out. It is implicit in the defamation of a foreign Ruler that friendly rela- 
tions will be disturbed. I wish to read one passage from Lord G'jorge 
Gordon's case, who defamed the Queen of France and the French Ambas- 
sador. The learned Judge, addressing the accused said: 

“It was • highly necessary that the governin^T power.^ of this country (that is, 
England) should take upon themselves the prosecution of so daring an offender. Other 
nations (who do not know how much the greatest of all Ulessings, Lil>orty, and parti- 
cularly, the Liberty of the Press may be perverted in the hands of wicked men), 
could hardly be induced to l>elieve that such daring and atrocious publicatioTis as yours 
could ever go forth into the world without the connivance of that State at least in 
which they are published.** 

Therefore it comes to this : that whenever there is defamation* of a 
foreign Ruler, th^' implicatoin is that the State in which tha*j publication 
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is made is conniving at that defamation. That is the implication and it 
is upon this principle that the law has been stated in Kussell in tHesfe 
terms: (I desire Honourable Members’ attention to the wording.) 

“Upon the ground thiit inaliciou.s and scurrilous reficrtious upon foreign sovorcigns 
■or their representatives may tend to involve this country in di^pute.s, ariiinusities 
and warfare, it has i>eon held that puhiicatjoiis teinhiig to degrade and defame such 
persons are indictable.** 

The whole point of tlie indictment is that Uie publication has a tendency 
10 disturb peaceful relations. JJisturbance of peaceful relations is 

not an ingredient in the olTerice. The offence is the offence of 

defamation as defiimd in section 491) of the Indian J^enal Code. 

All that Sir Evelyn Howell’s amendment isi seeking to do is this: 
that instead of compelling a foreign Euler to come and lodge his com- 
plaint, you authorise the (iovernor General in Council to lodge the com- 
plaint, provided the Governor General in Council is satisfied that that 

particular defamation has a tendency to disturb peaceful relations. That 
:is all : nothing else. Therefore, the alarm which has been expressed In 
this House over this innocuous Hill is difficult for me to understand. There 
is nothing alarming in it; nothing dangerous in it. If,, as my Hoiioiirable 
friend, Dr. Ziauddin, asked yesterday, some foreign Ruler on account of 
his policy towards religious institutions, be criticised in this country, then 
will tlie person making that criticism be liable under this Act? It all 
depends on wh(?ther it amounts to defamation or not. If it be bona fide 
^criticism in the interests of the Muslim community as a whole, then cer- 
tainly that writer or speaker will come under the protection of the Flxcep- 
Hons to section 499 : it will not be defamation. But if it is defamation, 
then the Governor General in Council has still to consider its probable 
effect. It is not every petty defamation on which the Governor General 
in Council wdll take action: hut if it be defamation of such a character 
that it is likely to disturb friendly relations, it is only in such cases the 
Governor General in Council will authorise prosecution. That is all the 
amendment says. Why there should be this alarm I cannot make Jut. 
We are bringing the law into line with the English law. In the English 
law all that you need say is that there is defamation of a foreign Ruler, 
and it is implicit in such defamation, that friendly relations would be dis- 
turbed. As I have said it is not every defamation by an obscure publicist 
which will come under the mischief of this section because in e^ ery t ase 
the Governor General in Council will 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Burma : Non-European) : In England who 
decides this point? 

The Honourable Sir Bro]endra Mitter: It is the Executive Government; 
and if my friend Mr. Munshi wore to look up flu' form of indictment, he 
will find that there is only one averment in the indictment, that the publi- 
cation is defamatory of the foreign Euler: tha* alb Who decides that? 
Whether it is defamatory or not will of com*’ * be decided by Gie Court; 
but whether to launch the prosecution or no< hi the discretion of the 
Executive Government. In England it is in tbo distTction of the ExecUr 
tive Government when the Attoniev Goueral should lodge the information, 
and it will be in the discretion of the Executive Government here when to 
launch a prosecution. Once the prosecution is launched, you will Lave to 
prove your case up to the hilt. You wdll have to prove wrongful intention 
and • knowledge ; you will have to prove imputation and you will have to 
prove publication 
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Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: What can the defence be in such a 
, case ? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Tlie defence in such a case? may 
well bo it is bona fide criticism; it may well be. that it is true; justifica- 
tion may be a defence; the defence may well be that the criticism was 
made in the interests of the community. There may be hundred defences. 
All the defences which are now .available to a person prosecuted for defama- 
tion will be available to the person who will be prosecutt‘d under this 
A('t. Therefore. I submit that we are doing nothing new and nothing 
dreadful; and the House need not be alarmed at this simple 

Sir Abdur Rahim.: Supposing the publication was made not with in- 
tention to prejudice foreign relations, but in good faith. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: If there be good faith it may not 

be defamation : Exceptfon 3 of section 499, or Exception 9 will protect lie 
writer .... 

Sir Abdur Rahim: That comes in as an element of the offence. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: This is an element in the offence 
of defamation. As I said, there are Ihree elements in the offen(fe : there 
must be first of all imputation; there must be i)ublicatiori ; there must be 
wrongful intention or wrongful knowledge that by such imputation the 
reputation of the person defamed will suffer. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Then this should be Mi to the Court to 
decide. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Of course, it will be left to the 
Court to decide. What does Sir Evelyn Howell's amendment say? It 
says : 

“2. Where an offence falling under Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code is 
committed again.st a Killer of a Stale outside hut adjoining India ”, 

Now. w'hen is an offender liable? When you have proved against that 
person that he has published a de/ainatory imputation against a foreign 
Euler with guilty knowledge or guilty intention that hy such im])utation 
his reputation will suffer .... 

Sir Abdur Rahim: 1'hen hotli the elements come in? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Not both the ele?nents, but all 
the three elements coine in ; the element of imputation, the element of 
publication and the element of wrongful intention or knowledge on the 
part of the person defaming. All these three elements must be proved to 
the satisfaction of the Court. 

You may say, if you authorise the Governor General in Coun(*il, who 
is not primarily the aggrieved person, to launch a prosecution, then a 
proseention may be light-heartedly undertaken against any newspaper 
against whom the Government may have a grudge. T can well iinder- 
stand that, and therefore the safeguard has been provided that no prose- 
cution will he launchcjd against any person publishing a defamatory state- 
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ment against a foreign Ruler unless the Governor General in (Jouncil is 
satisfied, that by that publication the friendly relation between India find 
the Foreign State is prejudiced. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Then the whole case is open, I take it, in the (Joint? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: This opinion of 11 le cioveinor 
General in Council only removes a bar. As soon as the Governor (Jeiiei'ai 
in Council cronies to the conclusion that a certain publication is lire- 
judicial to friendly relations between India and a foreign State, then the 
Joar which is there, that is to say, the bar to a person not aggrieved going 
to Court will bo removed, and a pmsecution will be launched by the < lov- 
ernor (General in Council. Once the prosecution is launched, lliey will 
have to prove every element which constitutes the offence of tlie didaina- 
,tion 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Including the statement whether it is likely to fce 
])rejudicial or not. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitten That is not an element In the 
(iffcnici*- of del'ai nation. That is the whole difference. Sir, I do not under- 
stand why my friend Sir Abdur Itahim does not see this point. In ihe 
offence of defamation that is not 

Sir Abdur Rahim: That only makes our position stronger. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter : Sti*ongcror weaker, I am explain- 
ing llie position. The opinion of the Governor General in Council mtrely 
r»‘jnt>vi‘s the bar to a pcr.son not aggrieved going to a Court, and that is a 
safeguard. And tlu*ii, once the bar is removed, it is a plain sailing case of 
defamation; if tlieri’ is a good defence like hnnn fuh criticism, justifica- 
tion, public interest 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah: Will it bo open to the defence to 
‘>;#y that lie di<l not inteinl to ]irejndiet' the relations [)et\vt‘(‘n India and 
the fon'ign Kiiler? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: That is nm in isvai.' .at .dl. The 

only issiu's in the ease will h(^ those — is this statement defamat < >r . X — 
the lluler of a forcinji State? is issiu' Xo. 1 : issiu^ Xd>. *2 did the 

accused pi'ison pnblisli that (haainatorv statement; and issue No. d will 
hi‘. did (lie a(*(*us(Ml p(M’<on piihlisli that statem^mt with intiadion lower 
X in till' estimation of the public or did he liave knowledge that su(di state- 
-uienl was likely to lower X in the estimation of the pulilic'? Tln-st' will 
bo the tbivo issues, and as regards the iniitnal relations, tliat i*- ipiite 
outside the scope of the Court, 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Air. President, as I have understood the 
Honourable tlu’ Law Member, the Government of Fiidia t>nly wish to make 
it easier bv this Bill for a foreign Ruler to have a remedy for defamation, 
and instead of making it obligatory on a forei^m Ruler to file a complaint 
in the ordinary course, the Government of India would act as tlm agency 
for a foreign Ruler to hie complaints for defamation. Well, if that is so, 
^nay I inquire of the Honourable the Law Member, so far as be is cou- 
ceriif'd, whether he has any objection to the amendment of clause 2 by 
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the deletion of the words “and in the opinion ol the Governor General 
in Council the maintenance of friendly relations between His Majesty’s 
Government and the Govornment of such Staiti may thereby be preju- 
diced'’? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Sot in the least. 'Hiut is for 
the ])r()teel ion of tlie accused. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: May 1 inquire of 8ir Lancelot Graham 
whether he lias any olqection to the deletion ot these words? 

Sir Ijancelot Graham: I think, Sir, that question should be addressed 
to the Honourable Member in charj^e of the Bill. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Before I ask the Foreign Secretary, nuiy T 
iiKjuire whetlH‘r '>.’ir Lancelot Graham lias any obj('(*tion to the d(»li^tion of 
these words from clause 2? 

Sir Iiancelot Graham: Personally. Sir, T shall liave no objection. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Then may 1 inquire* of tin* Honourable the 
PfU’eign S(*(‘retary whetlu*r ho has any objection to these words being deleted 
from clause 2? 

Sir Evelyn Howell: I must be guided by the advice of legal exp(*rts. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Personally, T have no r.bjeclion. but it is a safe- 
guard for tin protect ion of fbe aeeiiserl. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Tf tlic Opposition do(*s not want to bave 
this safegiiaid lor (he protection of the accused, as the Law Member des- 
cribed it, woidd the Govornment of India have any objection to th(‘ dele- 
tion of tln^.^’e wo7*ds from ehmse 2? T have nol been able to catch Sir 
Fvelyn Howell's reply. ^ 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Ghittagong and Bajshahi Hivisions : Non-Muhain- 

madan Pural) : They are agreeable. What are the words you want to 

delete. ? 

$ 

Hr. Jehangir K. Munshi: ^ 

'*An(l ill t-he opinion of llu» Governor General in C^oiiin-il tlie inaintmaiur of 

frieiKlly relation-^ Iretweeii ITis Majesty’.s Gov'ernment and tlie (Government, of snrli 
State may thereby be prejudiced.” 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Did my friend not catch what T said? I said that 
in the matter of the wording of the clause, T am necessarily guided by 
the opinion of the Honourable the Law Member. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: That is merely for the protec> 
lion of the accused. We are assuming a power, that is to say, to launch 
a prosecution for somebody else. Now, it is in the interest of the subject 
that there should he some safeguard, that we may not prosecute arbitra- 
rily: we must come to the opinion that a certain writing is prejudicial to 
friendly relation. 
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Mr. President (Th(^ Honoumblc Sir Ibrahim Tiahiiritoobi) : No argu- 
ments can be advanced. The Honourable Member can eilhtT answer tlie 
question that lias been ashed, or refuse to do so. The question which 
has been asl\i*d is wlu'thev (lovormntmt arc y)repared to agrin* to the 
deletion of certain words, and the Honourabh‘ Mianbcr can sn\ in ri*plv 
whether b(‘ agre(*s or does not agree*. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I iiave objc(*iion. Sir, because 
those words arc in tb(* interest of tVic accost'd person. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: [f wi' assume that the l)pi)osition Benches 
are of the same view whicli I iinld tliat this |r>art of tht* cbnist* should he 
deleted, would the Onvornmoni of India agret* to delete 

Mr. President (Tlu^ HtjiK)ural)!r Sir Ibrahim llaliimttiola ) : 'Tin* Hon- 
ourable Memht'r is keeping tm asking the same question t»ver and over 
again. The Honoinahle Member lias got replies frf)ni three Members of 
the Treasury Benehes. Will tiie f lononrabit* Meinhei* f)roceed with his 
observations on the assumption that tht' ( h)vt‘rnmt*nt art* not prepart*d to 
agree to tht' onnssion of those wonN. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mi*. Prosidt‘nt, in view of this last reply, 
1 must f)rt'ss file eonteiitiou that tht; t'xistenee of this ])arlieiilar part of 
till* clause is ohjeet ionahle, and if the Opposition Benehes are anxious that 
this j)articiilar pari should he deleted from the elauso, why should tht* 
(lOvernnienl of India hi* so anxious fo protect tlit> accused? 

Mr. President: T should like to .*»sk tht* TTouourahle ^Vleinher liow long 
ho is likely fo take. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Another 20 minutes. Sir. 

Mr. President: Tlu* House will now adiourn till 2-20 p.m. 

Tht* .\sseuild\ lilt'll adjourned for TiUiieh Till Twenty Miniii(‘s Past 
Two tif tlie Ploek. 


The Ass(*mhl> re-asseinhled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes Bast Two 
nf the rioek. ^fr. Prt*sideni in the Diair. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Air. Th-esidont, In the course of the debate 
I’his morning, before we adjourned for Lunch, it was contended by the 
Honourable the Tiaw Member and by my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot 
^fraham that the object of the Oovemment of India, in attempting to 
enact this Bill, is to afford facility to certain foreign Kulers to file a com- 
plaint for defamation, pure and simple, an offence punishable under 
t^hapter XXl of the Indian Penal Code, and to create an agency for filing 
atid prosecuting such complaints on behalf of certain foreign Rulers in a 
^wt in British India r and it was further strenuously contended that onct* 
I'ko complaint is filed by an officer authorised by the Oovernor General 
PouneH. it will he purely a question of whether an offence has or hafi 

o 2 
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not been committed under Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code. My 
Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham says '‘Yes**. But in spite of that 
we have been faced with another amazing aspect of the Qtjvemment's 
position when the Law Member said that the object of retaining those 
words, the deletion of which I suggest, is to protect the accused, and that 
these words have been inserted in the interest of the accused. I do not 
know if the Honourable the Law Member will persevere in thi^ contention 
after further reflection, but if that is the only object, then I think there 
should bo no difficulty on the part of Govenunent to agree to the omissimi 
of that part of the clause. T will proceed to show to the House how ths 
insertion of these words, or the deletion of these words, will react on the 
accused. Tf the object of the Government of India was only to enable m 
complaint to bo filed and prosecuted without the foreign Ruler being pre- 
sent, that object could have been achieved by the addition of a further 
proviso to section 108 of the Criminal Procedure Code. My Honourable 
friend Sir Lancelot Graham has had wide and varied experience in 1h(» 
Legislative Department; and if that was the only object of the Govern- 
ment of India, he would have drafted and placed before this 
House a Bill 1o enlarge this proviso to section 108 of the Criminal 
Procodiirc Code; but he has not done so because that was not 
the object. But whatever the object of the Govcrnmenl of India 
may hc', we have got to discuss this measure in the light of the 
effect it is likely to have on the interests of the aecusod for whom llio 
Honourable (lie T^aw ’Member has expressed so much solicitude. {Laughier 
and Cheers.) 

It has been made (dciar by Sir Lancelot Graham and also by ihc 
Hoiiourabl(‘ the Law Mem])cr that the Court wliudi proc(X^ds to deal will, 
this complaint shall ])resume that the maintt‘nance of friendly relations, 
hctwecMi His Majesty’s Government and the Govemment of such Slate 
might tliereby be prejudiced. Government are asking the \<\ innke 

Mil irrebmtable presumption. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: No. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: I rept^at ihai by this clause as it is word»‘d 
in my Honcnirable friend Sir Evelyn Howell’s amendment Iho (a)nrt 
i/.omifl to presume that that partif;ular pu]>li(?ation is likely to prejudieo ihc 
•‘('lations of His Majesty’s Government with IIk? foreign Governmenl. 
Lnnf(‘lfjt Graham shakes liis head and says it is not, so. I will now rehr 
him to another amendment tal)l(*d by tlie Forfu’gn S(*eret .imendinoMt 
No. 22: It reads as follows: 

‘'That in r-lnuso as renunil»ptr(Ml, for Mn- w'l i-a.- ‘in nt' k .tiiN p' * 

j^on i.*? piiir’.shaiilc uinh-v .soctifiii 2 ' Ibo word.: x.liitli di.fjijnrilorN (»f a Kuhm nf 
Slate outside hut adjoining India, or of any nainixT (»f llio family «»r of any Mini.'U'i' 
of such' Ruler and tftnd.*^ to prejudice tlm leainOMjar'rc 4.f fj’i(‘iidlv lylalitar^ l.fi (fn 
TIi.si Majfisty’s Oovernmont ;ind ihe ( ifivpriimfiil to S<alo’ l.f* snhstitiitpd. 

r do not know if Sir Lancelot Graham still adheres Ui hi.s cont<‘niion tlifll- 
this factor will not be brought before the Court. Now, Sir, if the Court 
has got to presume — it is an irrebuttable pmsumption — that the accused 
has already committed au act, the effect of which is to tend to prejudiet’ 
the maintenance of friendly relations between Hjs Majesty’s Goviuinocnt 
and the Govemment of a Foreign State, then a very important* questiou 
arises, what happens to the Exceptions to section 409 of the Indian Peunl 
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Code? I will ask the House to bear in mind clearly that by this enact- 
ment the Court is definitely bound down to this irrebuttable presumption. 
Now, let us examine the exceptions and see how they affect the interests 
of the accused. I do not propose to take the House through all the ex- 
ceptions. I shall take only three exceptions and (-*onfine my observations 
to them. The first Exception to section 490 of tlio Indian Penal Code 
reads as follows: 

is not defamation impute anything whioli is true cnni-erning jiny person, if 
it be for the public good that the imjiutation should be made or puldisiied. Whether 
or not it is for the public good isi a question of fact.” ! 

Now, I ask the House to imagine the position of the unfortunate accused. 
If the accused pleads that it is for the public good, the Court has to 
decide as a question of fact whether that particular publication is or is 
not for the public good. How is the CouH going to decide this question 
of fact when it is also bound to presume, a presumption which is irrebut- 
table, that the publication tends to (*.reatc unfriendly relations between 
the two Governments ? It would lx* very difficiill; for the counsel appearing 
for the accused to contend, that although the publication may strain the 
relations between the two Governments and lead to war between the two 
countries, it is for the public good. T do hope that my Honourable friend 
Sir Lancelot Graham will give further reflection to this aspect of the 
matter. T now come to the third Exception: it roads as follows: 

“It is not doff'uaation to oxpre.s.s in good fitilh uny opinion whiiU‘ver respecting the 

conduct of any persf>ii touching any public que.stioii. and respecting his character, Uf 
far a8 hie character appears in that conduct, and no further.” 

Now as regards the question of “good faith'*, it will be very difficult 
for the accused to contend successfully that the expression was dn good 
faith when the irrebuttable presumption is that he has expressed and 
published something with intent to create unfriendly relfitions between 
His Majesty’s Government and the Poreigii State conceniod. 

Then we come to the last Exception — the 10th Exception, whicli reads 
as follows: 

“It i« not defamation to convoy a caution, in good faith, to one person against 
another, provided that such caution *t)e intended for the g<x)d of the person to whom 

it is conveyed, or of .some person in whom that person is interested, or for the 

public good.” 

Now some of my Honourable Muslim friends sitting on my right, have ex- 
pressed grave apprehensions that occasions may arise when Muslims in this 
country may have to sound a note of warning to the Muslim population in 
this country and also to tluj Muslim population in a neighlxniring State that 
a particular action taken or contemplated by a foreign Ruler offends or would 
offend the tenets of Islam or the best interests of Islam. Such opinion 
of caution would be for the public good so far as Islam is concerned, but 
how can the accused successfully seek the protection of this exception, 
if the count is bound to hold as an irrebuttable presumption, that although 
it is for the public good of Islam and of Mussalmans, nevertheless it 
tends to create unfriendly relations between His Majesty s Government 
and the Government of the foreign Ruler. (Hear, hoar.) 

Mr. President, this Bill does create a new offence, and it is idle to 
ps^etend'otherwise. If it is purely a question of making it simple for the 
foreign Ruler to file a complaint for defamation p\ire and simple, then 
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tliere is no noocssit} for these words in clause 2. The simplest course 
would be to enlarge the proviso to section 198 of the Criminal l^roccdure 
■ Code. J^ut it will be contended that it cannot be done this session. 
Eveni if Uial is so, then* is no difheuliy in th(^ way of tlie (lovemment 
of India agiv(»ing to deietti these particular words from clause 2; and 
I have tlie authority of my Honourable friend, Sir Abdur llahim, the 
Leader of the Jndependinit Party, to inforiii the (iovormnent of India 
that if they would agree to delete these particular vvoixls from clause 2, 
wliicli I have already read out to the House, then tin* Independent I'arty 
would have no objection to clause 2 being passi*d after sucb deletion. 
\ow. Sir, if ihi) Opposition in this House is concerned (wer Ibis Hill, 
because sci-ious restrictions are sought lo be imj)Osed on the* liberty of 
Ihe Press and on the liberty of the subject, and if the Oppositioii would 
not only welcome but dcisires that ihest^ words should b(* omitted from 
clause 2, Iben snridy it is not for tlie (lovernmtnit of India to persist in 
their present attitude. (Hear, liear.) I think. Sir. tlie Opposition in 
this House, which consists of a number of lawyers <lrawn practically from 
every iirovince, can bo trusted to safeguard the interests of the accused 
more llnm tlu* Treasury Heiielies. Then, Sir. if it is not a new offence, 
why is there a new puiiislnm'nt ? 

In the Bill as it has cmergtid from tlie S(*](‘ct (/(nmnittee. clause 4 
provides as follows : 

"The J3rovi.sions of sectioij.s 99 A to 99 (i of the ( ’odi* of I'rimiiiaJ l*roctMlure, 
1898, and of section.^ 27- JI to 27-D of the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, shall aj^ply in 
the case of any book, newspaper or other document containing matter in respect of 
which any per.«5on in punishable under section 2, in like manner as they apply in the 
case of a book, newspa[)er or document containing seditious mutter within the niouiniiig 
of those sections.’* 

1 submit. Sir, that the insertion of this clause (*reatos an additional 
punishment- and imposes additional penalties for this offence*; and there 
can be no doubt tliat this Hill creates a new offence and provides for a 
new punishment , Heic is the acid test by which tlu* (lovemment of 
India will be judged, namely, their attitude towards my suggestiou which 
has the support of the Opposition Benches and more pariiculariy of the 
Independent Party, that those particular words sliould be deleted and ihe 
offence should be kept purely and kiniply an off'enct* of defamation under 
section 499 of tlu* Indian Penal Code, with the punishment provided in 
Chapter XXT of the Indian Penal Code; and there should bo no other 
ingredient or punishment or penalties in this Bill. (Applause.) 

Mr. Muhammad Aahar All (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions: 
Muhammadan Tlural) ; Sir, in this discussion not only religious matters 
are involved but political matters as well. It is to be remembered Unit 
Muslim interests, in so far as the declaration of the Khalifa or likewise 
is concerned, are bound to be involved in this discussion ; and it hfis 
been shown that if any Ruler of a foreign State declares himself to be 
the Khalifa, or if any matter of a religious shrine arises in fuiy of the 
foreign countries, then both on religious Jind political grounds the 
Mussalinans of India are bound to write something or to speak some- 
thing or to hold meetings. So 1 do not sec where is the reason why 
iiovernment do not insert any exception in the present Bill' fOt 
matters .just as exceptions and explanations are inserted in section 49 
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of the Cj'imiiial 1‘roccdure Code. 1 s(;c Mt iiny rate no foiee in the 
argument advanced by the Covernineiit that section t'JO — exceptions will 
be quite enough tor those purposes ; and 1 am l)oiiiid t(j slate that only 
political questions have* necessilal(*<l the enactment which is at present 
before us. Tlni atTairs in the llija/ and other Muslim countries have 
in fact been tl\e cause of bi-inging in this Hill beforci the J^cgisluture. 
Sir, W(* also hnd that the Covermnenl ol* India art? ver\ solicitous for 
saving the lliin skin ol: foreign people, hut they are quite c)hlivious of 
the fact that the thin skin of their own subjects is ht'ing atfected. Sir, 
the money that will he spent out of the Indian oxcJuapier on the prose- 
cution of Indian 1 iieinselvi's for tin* sakt*. of the relations with thu toreigners, 
will not be in any way (roinponsaled by ilu* foreign liiileis. My sub- 
mission is where is the ]\ec*(‘ssi(\ in Ihist* tlays of rel renchiuent for ihe 
undertaking of siieli (‘Xj)ensiv«* obligations by oiir ( loveiaiinent for the 
sake of fovedgners? An* not the (lovemment aware that such litigation 
might involve the expeaidit ure of hundreds and Ihoiisands of rupees of 
Govenuneui money*’ (lovonuneni slio\dd not Hunk that peo])le will not 
defend tlieinsel vi*s or n<‘\\spapcrs will n<»t eoim* forward Ip savt*. their own 
honour if tlu^y write something aboii. foreign Hiders. 1 do not think 
that iJie qiieslion of friendly relatinns is so much involved in tliis Hill 
as is the <|ues(ioM of suppressM-ai and gagging of th(^ Press. Sir, the 
change that; wt* lind in tla* pr»‘st*nt Hill btdon* ns and in the present 

chuisc is not only of words. T]w change of words from “a member'' to 
“.any Tnembt.*r“ has n\ado the s(»op(* ('>f the section rather wiiler. At the 

same*, time, tin* wmd “intent*' w.as formerly in tin* j*lause but now it 

has b(*en n-moveil and tin* word “prejudice” alone lias been kept in, 
besides otln*?* minor clianges. .and tlu* way in which the wliole clause 
has been put. shows (Ind from tlu* very beginning the Hill was not very 
considerately dr.afted. Sir. tin* (lovornment of India have he(*n given wide 
pow(*rs under this Hill, and although one* eaiinf>t say Ihttt they will be 
misused, then* is at h*ast :\ l.keiihood of ilicir being misuscMl. 'Fho 
Magistrates .at present, when they receive any c*ase from the District 

Magistrate or froTu t}]e Fligh PomM . eraisider themselves in their heart 
of hearts to he hound to presume against the accused, and the presump- 
tion there is that that is the intention of the Government. So, when 
this thing goes fnmi the Govi*rnor General in Cnmieil. the M.agistrates, 
though they may lx* quite honesi pt*oplo, will pay more attenti<^n to such 
presumptions .against lln* aeeuscal, *\Yith these remarks. Sir. T oppose 
the motion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr. President, if T may bo permitted hv the 
House, T wash to move the following’ amendment : 

“That tJio word.^ ‘and, in tlio opinion of the novornor CpiuMal in Comual, tlx?' 
inaintenanco of fricTxlIy relation.s ])o(\vi*on TTis Majesty’s (lovoinmont and tlio 
of .mich Slato may thrn*hy ho preindicTd’ ho omitted.*’ 

Mr. Munshi lias given reasons in .support of tin's amendment and if T may 
he permitted . ^ . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) : Order, 
order. The Honourable Member lias already spoken. He now*' wishes 
th ^'iWGndmont. The Chair has no objection to his doing so if 

he HouSe is agreeable. T take it that the House agi-ees to allow' the 
honourable Member to move bis amendment. (Voices: “Yes.”) The 
honourable Member may move it. 
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Sir Abdur Bahim: T move the amendment that I have already read 
out to the House. 

Sir Evelyn Howell : Sir, on behalf of Government I accept the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. President: It is on that assumption that I am proceeding. The 
House would not have been unanimous if Government had objected to 
the aniendment. The amendment to the amendment is now before the 
House. 

(No Member got up to speak.) 


Mr. President: The question is that tho following words be omitted 
from the amendment moved by Sir Evelyn Howell: 

“and. in the* opinion of the Oovernor General in Council, the maintenance of 
friendly relatioiLs l)et\veen His Majesty*.*? Govoinmert and tho G()vernment. of such 
St-at-e may thereby be prejudiced.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Sir Evelyn Howell’s nmendment. as amended, is now 
before the House. 


Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa ; 
Muhainmadan) : Sir. my amendment may also be allowed. 

Mr* President? It will come in due course. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Uoliilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-^^uhallnnada!l Rural): Sir. it is Uk> late in tbe day for me to rise 
to asMjeiair ms self with the observations made by the Leader of the 
Independent Party hi regard to the objection that had been made by him 
to this amendment of the Government. We are glad that the Government 
have agreed to delete those words which the Honourable the Leader of 
the Independent Party put before tho House. By so doing, 1 am glad 
that the Government have agreed to omit the passage which the Honour- 
able gentlemen on this side of the House, thought to be not in the interests 
of the accMised. With these few words, I resume my seat. 

Mr. President: The question is that for danse 2 the following be 
substituted : ' 


2. Where an offenre falling under ('luipter XXI of the Indian Penal Codo is coir- 
initted against a ,Ruler of a State outside but- adjoining India, 
or against any member of the family or against any Minister 
of such Ruler, the Governor General in C’oiiiicil may inaku, 
or authorise any |>ersoii to make, a complaint in writing of 
.‘^uch offence, and, notwithstanding anything contained in section 
198 of ilie Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, any Court com- 
i.’i other le.spects to take cognizance of .such offence rnav 
take cognizance thereof on such complaint.” 


Power of Governor 
General in Council to 
prosecute in ea.ses of 
defamation which pre- 
judice the maintenance 
of friendly relations 
with certain foreign 
States. 


Sir Abdur Bahim: May I rise to a point of order. There is an amend- 
ment standing in the name of Mr. Maswood Alimad for omitting the words 
“or against a member of the family 

Mr. President: Those amendments will follow. The Chair intends to 
explain the procedure which it proposes to adopt after this amendment has 
been disposed of. 

The question is that the amendment which I have just road be adopted, 
'rib’' rOotion was adopted. 
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Mr. President: Th(i next amendment stands in the name, of Mr. 
Anklcsaria. 

Hr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, I do not want to move my amendment.! 

Mr. President (1"h(' HonourahU' Sir Ibrahim Rahirnloola) : That brings 
the qiu'stion of the various amendmenis which appear on the Order Paper. 
When this clause was being debated, the Chair recognised that if the- 
amendment was (*ai’ried, it might prejudice the moving of certain amend- 
ments of v.’liieh notice.liad been given io ihe original claiist*. 

Tlio Chair came to the conclusion that it would nol be fair to disallow 
all those amendments on tlio ground that the original clause had been 
rejected by the Hous^o, and another substituted for it. The Chair decided 
that all amendments whicdi are relevant to the wording of the amended 
claiif=^ should bo allowed to bo moved. Following that decision, the Chair 
proposes to call upon all those Honourable Members who have given notice 
of amendnumts for alteration of words which are common to both clauses, 

'I'lif first amendmeiii that stands >11 the Order Paper is that from Mr. 
Maswex^d Ahmad who proposes that* ‘In clause 2 the words ‘or against a» 
m(*mber of the family’ he omitted.” Does the Honourable Member wish 
to move it ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: No, 1 do not want to move that amendment. 

Sir, I beg to move the following amendment : 

“That in clause 2 of tlic Bill as ainencled for the words any nu'ml)er of the 
family or against any’, the wnrd.s ‘the (onsort <»r iho son oi- the principal* he substi- 
tuted.*’ 

In m\ <ij)inioii the scope of (dause 2 has not been so much narrowed down 
as we would have t^xpeetod it to liave been. Bather the scope of the 
Bill has l)een widt*ned by tlu’ Select Committee, as the Bill stands os])ecially 
after tlu* amendment moved l)y niy Honourable friend Sir Evelyn Howell. 
When th(' Bill was introdueed, there was absoliilcly no idea of protecting the 
Members of the family of a lluler. It cannot be denied that since the Simla 
Session when tlie Bill was introdueed by my Honourable friend Sir Evelyn 
Howi ll. nothing new has developed. Since then no prosecution has been 
made, nothing has appeared in the Press about any State or any lluler or 
any monda rof the family ov an\ M'liister, Amongst the opinions received, 
there is no mention of the mend)ers of tlie family, because tliis (piestion was 
not hi‘fore us at that time. When this w'as the situation, there was no 
jnsiifi(*at:(m for the Select Committee to add this word in this Bill. My 
second point is this, tlie words make the scope of the Bill very wide. 
Cousins# up to eighth or ninth degree can be members of a family. Aly third 
point is that it will be very difficult for any Secretary of Govoninient to 
certify who is a member of the family of a Ruler or who is not and it is 
very difficult for any office tokeiq) a list of tlio membi'vs of the family of any. 
Ruler. 

t“That for clauso 2 the following he sulistitntod : 

‘2. Whoever commitsi jiny offence punisha.hle under Chapter XXI of the Indian 
Penal Code against a Ruler of a State outside or adjoining India or against a mem- 
ber of the family or againjft a Minister of such Ruler, with intent to endanger the 
maintenance of friendly relations hotween Uis Majesty’s Oovernraont and the Govern- 
ment of such Stale or whereby the maintenance of such relations likely to be en- 
dangered shall bo punishable with imprisonment oV t-ithoi* description which may extend' 
to two years or with fine nr with hoth’.’* 


2^18 LKOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. • [IST ApRlL 1932, 

/ 

Mr, Oaya Prasad Singh: What aV)oiit consorts? There may he move 
than one iii an Easti'rn (*ountrv. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Air. Pri*rticlent, consfn’ts eannoi bo more than 
one. There are inany objections to leaving jn the word “Minister** 
without ahv (qualifying nords before it. Tn view of those facts, I move my 
amendnu'nt. 1 appeal to tlio Honourable Afeinbor in cdiargo of the Bill 
to eoiiMdia* tlu'so |)oints and to ac'cept my amendment. F ap])eal to the 
representatives of the public* that, if we (.*annot save ourselves the stigma 
of passi?ig such a drastic* measure, we sho\dd try to decrease its hardship 
as much as we can. amended (‘lanse would read : 

“Where jin offence fa II I under ChapU'r XXI of llie Indian Penal (’ode i. com. 
niitt-ed against a Ruler of a Slate outride hut adjoining India, or against the consort 
or the son or the principal Minister of sneh Ruler..!, 

Before Hnishing my s|)ee(*li 1 want to say that we arc vinw sorry that 
some irresponsible pap(*]-?< in India should have w ritlen irresponsible artiides 
against the Rulers of tin* neighhonriiig States which wt* do not appreciate 
but rather condemn. We have every sympathy witli those States, and we 
do not want to creati* any trouble in those j^tatof^. We want to live in 
friendly relations with Persia, Afglianislan and other neighbouring States, 
and W(* will hi? ver\ glad to see tlie^^e (‘onntrics prosperous. With tbe*=^ 
words, T move my amendment. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: On behalf of Oovernment, T accept the amendment. 
Mr. President: The question is: 

“That in clause 2 of (hp Rill a.K aiiuMided. for the words ‘any Tneml»er cf the 
family ('r again.d aiiv*, the wojd.s ‘the consort, or the son or the principaP he substi- 
tuted.** 

TIk* motion was adopted. 

Mr. Muhammad Yaman Khan: Sir, T b(*.g to move: 

“That after clau.^e 2 the following Explanalion he added : 

‘Explanation : - 

For the purposes f)f this Act. .Aden is not Inrlnded in India’.** 

As Honourable Afemberf# arc aware when the Honourable the boieign 
Secretary was moving his Bill for. consideration in. his speech, he mculion- 
ed the States adjoining India and ho gave a list of those Staief^, hui he 
did not. mention anv Stale which adjoins Aden. This was practK^ally 
ignored in the Committee and that was tho only thing vcV ch was no*- 
taken into considertition. Therefore T move this amendment. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: On bc^half of GovernTuent, T accept the amendment. 
Mr. President: The question is: 

•“That after dau.'^e 2 tho following Explanation ho addod : 

‘E.xplaiiat ion * 

For tho purpo.soK of this Act. Aden is not included in India’.** 

The motion Avas adopted. 
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Mr. President: The quee^ion h that clause 2, as amended, stand part 
•of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: Tin* question js that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That clause. 3 l»c and (•lans(\'; 4 and 5 1>« renumhered as rlau.sc.s 3 and 

4 , rei.q)ec(ivoly.** 

Sir, tlua-e an* two parts of clause o in tin* Hill as reported by the Select 
Committi'e. 1'Iu* first part of it lay>; down that no court inferita* to that 
of a Presidenev Magistrate or a Magistrate of the First class shall proceed 
3 PM oi‘fi‘ncc* under* (danse 2, and the second ))art 

that no court shall proceed to tlie trial of aTi\ such offence ex(»ept 
on (‘omplaint mach* l)y or under antborit.\ from flic Governor General in 
Council. I submit that the first j)art of this clause has Ix'come siipe»‘fiuous, 
because that is already ])rovid(*d hjr in dealing with the oifence of defaina- 
iioii, in w]ii(*li it is already ])nwidcd in the Criminal Proeediire Code tliat 
no court inferior to the status named shall tr\ tin* offence of defamation. 
That part of tin* seetion thert*ffa*«* is <dir)si‘ and ma\ lx* roniovefl. 

With regard to tlie si'cond part, it you will turn to c)an^e 2 as amended, 
you W'ill see tliat llu* Gov(*nior Genc'ral may mak** or authorise any ]a*rson 
to mak(;, a (*oin])laint in writing of such oifeii(*e notwitlistanding .in\ thing 
provided in section 198 of the (’odi* of Criminal Procedure, and that amply 
provides for the object wliicli it was inteiidt^d to secure in the form (^f 
the Bill as approvi'd liy tin* Shield Coimnittec*. The net result is that the 
whole (fhiiuse may drof) out as not required in the Bill. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Ui ited Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Bural) : On a point of order: if we accept thin amendment, then all 
the ameiidinents to clause 3 will fall? 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourabh* Sir lln-ahim Ibihimtoola) ; Of loiirse; 
if the clause is omitted, how can flu* amendnu*nts stand? You cainiot 
amend an omitted clansi*. If no Honourable member wislics to address 
the House on this amendment. I shall put the (pieh4ion. The question is: 

“Th.it- i-Iaii.sc 3 I»p nmiltiMl .nut t-l.ni.si'-s 4 .nid 5 l>i' n'nuuiliriinl as ilaiiM*.'i 3 and 
4 respectively.” 

The nioti<m was adopted. 

Mr. President: 'flu* tpiesfion is fh;it* danse* \ stand part nf the Bih as 
clause 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, I ri.se lo movi* the ;mu‘ndnii‘nt which stande 
in rny naini* and whitdi runs as folkws: 

“That ill clause 3, a.*< rtviuiinhered. for the ^\ord^s “in ivspoit ot winch any per- 
son is puni.shal>le ipider section 2 ’ the words *^Yhich is defaniat-ory oi a Ruler of a 
State outside but .'idjoining India, »>r id’ any im'iiibor of the family or of any Minister 
^ svLch Ruler and tends to projndicc the innintenance ot frioiully relalions between 
His Majasty's Government and the Ooveriiment of ynch State’ ho subsHtuted.*’ 

Tho original intention as regards this amendment . . . 
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Honourable Sir Ibrahim Hahimtoola) : Will it not 
litiP ^ ^ 7 ^ Honourable Member moves this amendment on the same 

hues as .vmonded cl^iusc 2? I will allow him, if he so desires some time 
to flame an amendment in view of the amended clause 2. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 do not rejilly see anv trouble in it, Sir. If 
these ^voi-ds ‘ ‘tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations 
between jlis iNlajesty s Government and the. Government of such State” 
renin Ml. it is eertaiiil.v in the interests of the publishers of these papers 
that tlicv should rumaiii. Theso are proceedings which will eventually 
come iH't'oro tho High Court and have nothing to do with prosecution for 
defamation under 400; they are proceedings under the Criminal Procedure 
Code which begin with section 09A. 


Mr. Fresidont: If the Honourable Member wishes to adhere to the 
wording he will explain uhy ho wishes to do so. 

Sir Lancslot Graham l The position is slightly eomplicated ; but really 
W(' ought to move this amendment in tho interests of publishers of papers; 
we do not wish to have these papers eonfiscatod merely because they 
contain a. libo'l. 


Mr. President (TIh^ Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The 
Honourable Mcuiiber can move the amendment and explain why, while in 
clause 2 the words “any member of the family” and “Minister” have been 
modified, they should stand in their original form in this clause. The 
Houourablo Member eaii move the amendment and explain that position 
and the Honourable Member Sir Lancelot Graham can, when he gets his 
chance, further supplement that explanation. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: 1 move the amendment in the foiTn in which it 
stands and when the further amendments which Mr. Maswood Ahmad and 
others liave proposed in the matter come to bo moved, we propose on 
behalf of the Government to accept them. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Sir, the consequential amendment here will 
also have to be made, that the words “anv member of the family or 
against any ' he omitted, and the words “the consort or son or the prin- 
cipal” be substituted. With your permission, Sir, T move this amend- 
ment to tho amendment. 

Mr. President: f allow the Honourable Member to do so. Botli the 
amenfhnents are now before the House. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Mr. President, the object of tho Opposition 
will not be served if an attempt in made to retain these particular words and 
the principle underlying them in any part of the Bill. Wo have, I take 
it bv common consent in the House, delct-ed from clause 2 all reference 
foreign relcations: and 1 do object to these words being retained in any 
part, of the Bill, bocniuse they would cause serious prejudice to the 
accused; and our object will not be fully served if this clause ^ as 
framed by the Foreign Se(?retary is retained in the Bill. Apart fr(OT t 
hope Government, will be consistent in thoir attitude with rega -o 
subsequent clauses as they have consented to amend clause 2 
manner desired by the Opposition Benches. Furthermore, Sir, _ 
this clause cntivelv, because the pos^ition of Government is ^at ©y • 
only making the offence of defamation punishable as s'lch, by 
simpler for, a foreign Ruler or his consort or his principal Minig^jer to d* 
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a complaint through the (loveniraent of India under the procedure laid 
m clause 2 of this Bill. Why then provide for further penalties? 
me accused Jii a ease where the complaint is launched on behalf of a 
oreign Ruler should have the same rights and should be subjected to the 
Punishment or penalties as lu* would on a complaint of defamation 
ied by an ordinary individual; and if rrovernment insist on introducing 
wese further penalties in the Bill they would be attempting to put a 
foreign Ruler or his consort or his Minister in a higher position in a case 
of defamation than an ordinary British subject in this country. (Applause.) 


Sir Lancelot Graham: May I understand the Honourable Member to 
make an amendment? Would be please read out the words of his amend- 
ment? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: I opf>ose the whole clause, Sir. 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, in view of the fact that clause 2 
has lieen suiistantially amended, the last words in the proposed amend- 
ment, tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations between 
His Majesty s ( lovi'rnment and the (loviu’nment f)f such State’* should 
he omitted. 


Sir Lancelot Graham: On bt'ii.ilj of (lovernment, 1 a.m authorised to 
say that we accept the amondnicnt. If Honourable Mmnbers want to 
take <Mit those words we have* ik* objection. But we do not agree lo the 
whole’ claus(‘. going out. If Monourablo Mt'mlx'vs want to move that the 
words and tends to pre jndic'o tlu' maintenance of friendly relations between 
His Majesty's (loverninent and tlie Governuieni of such State" should 
bo omitted, wo do not obj(‘ct. Tf tlio House is happier by that amend- 
ment hciug made. W(‘ have no objection. Sir. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: I move that aniendmont. Sir. 


Mr. President {TUr lhaionrahU' Sir Ibrahim Raliimtoohi) : It appeal’s 
to tilt? Chair that a snhstai tial change has taken place in the Bdl, and 
instead of trxing f(^ anioiul rhoi^rs on the door of the TTonso the best 
plan would bi' that tlio ('hair should postpone the eonsideration of this 
Ih’ll till tomorrow. In the inoantiino- those TIononrahle Aremhers who are 
taking an aidivo intan sl in tl’-* o'-drafting oF thc^e clauses should meet 
Momhers of (HivcrnnM'nf .»nd lu'ing bofort' the House cons’dorod clauses 
tomorrow. In the meant inio. I can call upon Iht' HononrahU Sir George 
Bainy to move his moti.ju for 1 h(^ (‘onsidovatit'a? of the Sugar Protection 
Bill. 1 thuik that will th-.- tum^ of the Tbuise. T t:d<»' it that the 

Ffniisf' ;'gn«es t.i thi- i^rofi'dme. Ifonom’ahlr Mr}}1hrr^i from alt 

•s'/r/cs' of ihr ffoiisc : Vcs.”'i Very well, then the further r*onsidera- 

tion of this Bill is postponi'd till toTuon’ow. 


THF. STG.VB l\T)rSTRY (PBOTFaTTONI BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (IVIemher for Commerce and Rail- 
ways): Sir, T move tliat tlu’ Bill to provide for the fostering and deve- 
lopment- of the sugar indnstrv in British India, as reported bv tbe Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. T have been waiting fi*om day 
to day and wimdoving when tbe opporiunity would come for me to move 
this •motion, but until about five minutes ago it did not occur to me 08 
possible that this Bill would be taken up this afternoon. 
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1 propcwi' to speak biiotly ou this niotiou, bir, because 
tioiicos of a nuuibcr of ainoiKliiieiits have been given by Honour- 
able Members. They are all on ancillary points and do 

not affect Ihe general principle of the Bill, and, when they are moved, 1 
shall iiavc an ()])p<a*tiiiiity of speaking on ihi'in at length. At this stage, 

in moving for tla^ (‘onsidoration of the Bill as reported by the Select 

GonivUiittci*. it will, I think, siilhce if I eiideavonr to (.‘xplain to the House 
the clnmgcs in the Bill as introduced whiidi have aelually be( 3 n made by 
.the Select C’oininittee. In the first place, certain arruaidineiits have been 
made in the I.^reamhle and in danse 8. As the House will remember, 
the Tariff Board originally proposed that a {>rotective dut\ of Its. 7-4-0 
a (*wt. should he inijioscd for 7 >i'ars and that thereafter 

for a further pci'iod of 8 years, making 13 years# in all. tlie duty should 
be one rupee less\ that is to say, Hs. 0-4-0 a ewt. The Gove»rntnent of 
India, did not see their way to accept the recoin nuaidat ion of the Tariff 
Board as it stood, because of the y>riictieal' difliculty flies fi'It in deter- 
mining, six years in advance, the rate of duty whi('h would l)i‘ appropriate 
and snthcient to givt* f)r(»t(*(‘t ion from (lu* ytair lOlJH onwards, 'riicy tlien*- 
fore limited the yiroposals in tlu* Bill to tjji' Imposition of tlu* duty of 
Rs. 7-4-0 a ewt. for tln^ first seven \t‘ars, but pnjvidt^d for a slatiilory in- 
quirv l)t‘fove the expiry of that period, in order that at tin* proper time 
the rate of dul\ should he ascortaiiu'd. The general feeling in tin* Select 
Committee was, I think, that something more than tliat w;k ni*cessarv. 
The C'oinuiittet* was not eompl(*tel.\ nnanirnous. Inu there \M*r(* a eonsi- 
derahle numf)er of Members who fi‘lt that it was desirable to giv(‘ the 
indiistrv an assurance? of ya’ol(‘etion for a kmgrr p(‘rio<l than si ven years, 
and after a eonsidiO’abK' amount of discussion, tin* ])|an embodied in the 
Bill, as now rt'poi'fcd by tiu' SeliaM (!<immittee was ailo})l ed. What we 
have done i*- this. We hav-e iiicludc‘d in the I^reamhle of tlu* Bill a de- 
claration that the sugar industry would ho yirofccted up to the 81st day 
of March, 1040. The words are. “Whereas# it is expiMient’ -here I omit 
certain w'ords— “to provide for the fostering and .lovrloynueiit of fli(‘ sugar 
inclustrv for a piaiod ending with tlie 81s1 day of March, I04(> h\ deter- 
mining the extent of the* protection to he conferred up to the :Usl da.Y of 
Marcli. 1088 and by making provision for the d'dermination of the (\\tent 
of the protection to be conferred for the reinaindt'r of the period". The 
amendment in clause 8 amounts to tins, that inste.id of merel\ providing 
that an inf|nirv should he hold, a comydetedy open in<|uii'y as to whether 
p 7 ’ot(M*tion is still necessary or not, tin* Bill now provi<h*s lliat the object 
of the inquiry shall h<* to asc(*rlain if the protection to tiie sugar indnsin 
during the period from 81sl March, 1088 to the 81st day of March, 1946, 
should he continued to the exieni eonferred by this Aet or to a greater or 
lesser extent: that is to sav, in the inquiry of 1087 the Tariff Board will 
not have to. consider whither y)ro(t'etion is needed or not, hut it merely 
will hav(‘ to deride what is the amonnl of the protection required. Thai 
is the first important chang*"* mad<‘ h\ the Select rominittiM* in tin* Bill. 

The second change to which T should like* to n*f(*r Is the now’ clause 4 
Tt was felt bv the Members of the Select Committee? that, in order^to 
provide against the risk’ of sugar being imy>orted into India at prices whfen 
would impair the protection intended to be given, the Oovernor Oencra' 
in Council should have yxowers to imyjose additional duties. The reason 
why a clause f)f this kind did not find a place in the Bill ns introduced 
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was inaiujy this. I. have always tVlt that this power of iinposiuji; by 
executive action additional diiiic's is a powcM- w'hich. it is dilhculi to exercise 
wisely, and which, on the wlioU*, as a Member of (lovernnient I would 
rather lx* without. Therefore. F have never (‘ared to put. forward a demand 
hcfoiv the .House* lhal tlu* i^xeeutive (auverniiu‘nt should l)e invested with 
those p<')\ve»s Hut if the feejiti;;^ in th«‘ House ^^encrally is that it is 
desirable tluat the ( loveriuncnt slaadd havt* thi‘se. powers— and that was 
clearly the fe(‘lin;.( in tlie Select fVanmittee — then thi* (i()vernmenl are 
ready to- aecerk? to the general wisli. hut they prefer that the, power sliould 
he conferu‘<l updii tliein hy the Hoiisi* ratlior than tliat the\ should come 
to the lhaise and themselves ask for it. In the report of tin* Select 
Committee thc*re is a sentence which says: 

“Wo coijsidei* thtit tin* (Invc-ru'ir (•eiieral in Coiincil exercises the power 

eonlerred hy tlii.s clause, he .'^hniiUl, as .<non as pos^ihle thereafter, ^ive the fjegrislature 
an o])portiini(y lo i-<»nsi<ler his aeii«wi.” 

That is entirely in aceordaiUM* with thi* (lovt'rnment view of what is right 
and |)r()per. and on the single oeeasion on which we have exercised such a 
power, that is the procedure which we have followed, and I have not the 
least (lonl)i that that will he tin* practice which will invariably be 
follow(‘d. 

Another small change made is this. In the interests of the growers of 
>ugar*cane, power shoidd he givi‘n to requin* sugar factories — that 
is what the* I'aiiff Hoanl thought- to post notic’cs spt‘cifyiug such matters 
in coniu'ction with tlu* rates h(‘ing paid at the factories for sugar-cane as 
ma\ 1 ) 1 * (*onsid(‘r(‘d necessary. For that reason, the Select Committee have 
ins(‘rtt*d a i lansc giving the I^ocal (lovernmonts powci^ to mahe* rules to 
give ('tfeet !o this re(‘oimnendation. (rovernuient havi* always felt sonic 
lit 111* donht as to tlu* (Tfeet ivi'ni*ss of this nx'asuri*, hut they also fell that 
this was not a matte*) in witieh ilu \ should oj)pos(? t!)eir own vit‘W to thi* 
i('w of the na^inhers of tin* S(‘|rci Committee because* the\ ri'coguise 
liow ijuportfuit it is that, if the in«hist)*y i.s lo he protected, such steps as 
an* pi'atd ieahle should he 1nk(*f. to ensun* that the (Cultivator receives ^ 
fair pi’ice foi’ his sugar-cane. 

'riiesi; are the onl\ changes in the Bill to whicli I think 1 need refer. 
Hut tht'i’e is anotiu'r j)aragrapli of tlie ivport of the Select C<amnitle(.* on 
which I might say sonu't liing. 'Hu* (’ommittee considered at some length 
tlu^ question of tlu* pi'ovision of funds for ivseareli. The Tariff Board’s 
r(*(!ommeu<lalion was that a sum of Hs. It) lakhs a \L*ar should he placed 
ai- the disposal of the luqierial Council of Agricultural Research, and the 
^^■elect (kuumitlcc considcuvd whetlu*r statutory provision ought to he made 
for making such a grant. In view how('ver of the many difliculties in- 
volved in making a statutory provision of this nature, the\ prehnavd to 
vc‘coumu‘iid that the Government should guarauU^e the grant to the Coim- 
cil annually of sufficient funds, to the extent rccxuniiiendcd by the TarifiE 
Board, to enable the Council to carry out all schemes of research which 
have been or may hi* ffnall\ approved. I understand that the present 
position is this. The Tmpiuial Council of Agricultural Research are in a 
position, from funds alroadv at their disposal, to finance the schemes to 
which they are already commit ted. The figure of Rs. 10 lakhs a year is 
not one \vhich can be immediately attained, but only by a series of stages, 
find it is not until some time after the schemes have begun to be initiated 
that the. maximum figure is ivachod. But although the Council of Agri- 
cultural Research have sufficient fimd*^ at their disposal to carry on up 
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till the 3 let March, 1983, 1 gather they would have to curtail their opere 
tions to some extent if further funds were not placed at their disposij 
<then. What 1 should like to say on behalf of the Goveniiiient is this: 
They attach very great importance in connection with sugar to adequat 
facilities for research as a means of developing the industry. They entirel; 
ligree with tlie view expressed by the Select (bmmittee that \\ithoui sue] 
•measures the whole purpose of the protection scheme is likely to be delayed 
if not defeated, and they anticipate that it will be possible next year am 
in future years to make provision which will enable the C'ouikmI to earr 
out iJie approved schemes. That is certainly their intention. Xaturall; 
of course, an absolutely binding pledge cannot be given because uobod; 
knows what the financial situation is going to be, but sugar research is onl 
of the things on which Govermnont would be very reluctant to curtail ex 
peiiditure, because they agree with the Select Committee that, if wo an 
to protect the industry at all, it is very important that the research sid( 
should be fully developed. I thought it right to explain the attiliuh* of llu 
Government on this important matter. 

That, Sir, I think concludes all that I ne(‘d say in moving this moiioii. 
and for that reason T will bring niy remarks to an cud, 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): J rise to support 
the motion moved by my Honourable friend the Tiisidc^r of llu' House 
Sir, for numv, many years he will b(‘ remem])ered as a grem pndagonisi 
of protection. As Pre-sident of the Indian ^rariff Bf.ard, h(‘ inaugural ed 
a ri'port whereby ])rotection was given to steel, and he is (uiding liis career 
by giving ]jrot(.‘etion to sugar. I do not know whetlua* the snecesso]* ca 
my Ilonourablo frfend — wc understand Sir Josepli Bhore is going to ho 
his succ(‘ssor — will he allowed to introduce a ]nnnl)(a’ (»r protective 
scheme's for Indian indusiric's, as was I lie gocvl lni*k of my non(Hiral)l<' 
friend Sir (leorge llainy. 1'hat has yet to bi‘ s(a*n. but thc're have l.cm 
ominous clouds. 

Th(* ( kni.-ailtativ(* ('ommittee, where I know' ha a f;t<*.t that the Indian 
industries and Indian commerce were not ropn'sented, have come to a 
docisioTi .... 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated X"on-Olhcial ) : W’liy w as }ioi iln* repre- 
sentativ('. there V 

Mr. B. Das: .Mv HoT^ourable friend ]Mr. Joshi knows \\h\ ilic rcjiri- 
sentativc' of the Vederation of Indian Chambers of Commerce mid Induslry 
was not there 

Mr. President (Tln^ Ibaiourable Sir Ibrahim liahiminol.i ) : Oidm. <adir. 
The ('hair overlooked the fact that tlierc >•> an amendment Tor po^l fMai'*- 
ment, wliicdi must take, jireccdcmee. 

Mr. E. P* Sykes (Bombay; European^: Sir, I move that tin* (*onsi(lera- 
tion of .the Bill bo postponed to the Septcmlxa* Session. 

As there is no need for preliminaries in a matter of this kind, I shall 
])r(KM?od straight with the r(*asons why 1 want this Bill to be posijmned 
to tlic September Session. One is the very familiar argument that Gov- 
ernment are bringing forward important legislation at the fag end of 
session before a tired and depleted House. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Bainy: 1 should like to point out that f 
introduced this Bill at the beginning of the session. 
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Mr. E. P. Sykes: Sir, I will not argue with the Honourable the Leader 
of the House. T will alter my expression and say “continuing legislation' , 

This legislation, as indicated by ihe Honourable the Leader of the House, 
was initiated somewhat f3arly in the session. The report of the Tariff 
Boavd, on which this Bill is based, was published about the time of the 
Budget last year. Session after session passed and no Bill was brought 
forward. On the 30th January the Government Rcsolutipn was issued and 
on the 3rd February the Bill was introduced and on th(i 4tli February 
notice was givcjii that on the fitli the Bill would b(3 referred to a Select 
Committee. A good many Members attend this House at considerable 
inconvenience to themselves and hav(! to make their arrangements to 
attend to tlnar own affairs as best tht*y can. Some of us had aln^ady fixed 
u}) our business for that day whicli we were unable to postpone and were 
nut able to bo |)resent. 1 think. Sir, yon will see that the opportunities for 
discussion of tliis Bill previous to this occasion were very small. In the 
cfise of a Bill which dealt with steel or galvanised wire or other factory 
product, this objection may not have much force because we would be 
dealing with industries that are moderately well organised and which have 
their regular organs of i*-xpivssion. This Bill, as you are aware, deals 
with the sugar industry, of which I may say the greater part consists of 
cane growers and (jur makers. As evorj-body knows, there is no organisa- 
Unn whatever covt*ring the wlmle of these two groups. Among cane 
growers there are (Uic or two local associations, but of gur makers I have 
never heard of any association, aUliough the gur industry deals with about 
3 million tons. Now, Sir, (‘an you imagine that it will be possible for 
anybody to cidlect the views of the gur makers between the BOth January 
and the bth February? Indeed. 'Sir, T may ask whether it would be 
jx^ssible to (X)llecl it between the 80th January and the BOth of March. 

T myself have made some small effort in this din'cticm. I have endea- 
voured to ascertain their ojiinicm. 1 may say, with extraordinarily small 
success, and T advance this for the consideration of the House as the 
principal reason why the Bill should be postponed to the Simla Session. 
Luring the session Members of this House who naturally liav(‘ opportuni- 
ties for familiarising themselves with the Bill and the views of the industry 
are not in a position to move about to ascertain the opinion in the country. 
Between now and the September Session they will have these opportuni- 
ties, and I am quite sure that every one will endeavour to ascertain how 
the Bill is viewed in the (’ountry and brins those opinions back to the 
House, if the Honourable the Leader of the House will allow ii to be once 
more brought before this Assembly. 

'Fhese arc considerations extraneous to the substance of tlii‘ Bill, but 
If the House will bear with me for a short time, I will go into the 
details of the Bill, and the House will find that there are matters in the 
Bill itself whieh call for very much greater consideration than they have 
bad so far. The first- ('iccasion T came to this House was the occasion 
when the first Protection Bill was introduced, that is in June 1924. I 
have since seen all the protection Bills that have been biouglit fonvaid, 
and T have studied thorn with special diligenc^ The earlier reports of 
the Tariff Board wore of great interest to us. The subicet was new to us 
and wo took a ^m^at deal of trouble to understand the aims of the Tariff 
Board and the policy of the Government which was founded on it There 
is one feature in this Bill which distinguishes it froni all the other Bills 
that have been brought forward to protect industry in this country. Tv 
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all the otlier Hills the fair selling price lias been aseertained by reference 
to actual ('onditions and the amount of protection has been dt'termined 
aecordin^^ly and in susbeqiient Bills, — 1 refer particularly to the steel 
industry, — wlieri it has been found that improvements in management or 
. changes in price of materials have made it. possible to manufacture 
the article a( lesser cost, tlie protection granted has been correspondingly 
rediK'cd. In fact I have Inward one frivolous person remark that when 
we have finished with the. steel industry, we should have trained it to live 
on a straw a day. 1'hat merely shows that the Tariff Board in those da}s 
were very anxious that no ('xpenst*. should b(' i-aused to the consumer in 
excess ol! what was necessary to giv(‘ tlu^ required protection to the 
industry. Sir, you will have noticed in this Bill and in the report on 
whieli this Bill is founded that the fair selling prici' of refined sugar is 
deti'rmined not by the costs which arc*, demonstrably being ineiirred hv 
the iiidu.strv, at tlu‘ ])resent time but on a purtdy hypothetical basis. Von 
will have noticed that in the (diaptcr dealing with the. fair selling price, 
the ?'t*])ort first of all proceeds to ascertain the fair selling priet* of caiu 
and they do so by an elaborate detail of costs. Those Meiubi'rs of this 
House wlio are familiar with agricultural costs will I think agree with me 
that this method is full of pitfalls. Only tlu* otlua* day I was reading 
the llcport tff the Central Cotton Oommittia*. and foiincl that the lattei* 
• have been very anxious to as(H*rtain th(‘ cost of prodiudion of differenl 
cotb)ns in different areas but in their report they stated that they did not 
consider it possible to ascertain the cost of production of cotton separately 
from the other costs of those* crops which would usually hi* cultivated in 
the same rotation with them. 

Nevertheless the Tariff Board proeiaded with tJie estimation i>f tia 
details of cost and arrived at the figure of H annas per mmind a.s the fair 
selling piice of sugar eane, and from this they formally detc'ririined the 
fair selling price of manufactured sugar, lint this inquiry was made I 
think in the year 1929, and in those two years the most prodigious changes 
have come over not only industry but agriculture; in fact the changes 
in agriculture have been more cataclysmii*. As a eonsi'ijueiU'e, what was 
c(jiisidered to he a disuHtrous price, for gui\ namely, Bs. f) per mauiid, would 
HOW’ he considered a very excellent one; and gur has been quoted during 
tin* last two months in Dcdlii at Bs /3-4-0 a maujul. In the previous year 
I tliink the price was rather Jf)W’er, and no om; eonceriKal w’ith the industry 
Iras the least liope that in the immediate future w’e are likcjly to see any 
higher price. This price of Bs. 3/4 in Delhi for giir has this interest 
that, calculating in the manner adopted by the Tariff J3oard and wliieh J 
lniv(‘ .no quarrel with, it corresponds exactly to a price f)f 5 aiiiiJis for (*au(’ 
deliv(*red at the factory; and I have ascertained by inquiry from tlu; Bov.- 
eminent, inadf; two months ago in this House, that at the present time 
milling cane is deli\Ta-(;d at factiaics at prices vary ing from 4 to (» annas or. 
if w'e like to take a mean, w’(* w'ill say T) annas. Now*. Sir, om* would 
(jxpect that, being in possession of these factors, when the (Jovi nimeiit 
knew' that since* tlio Tariff Board reported suedi a great chaiigc came over 
the situation, tlie Oovernmeni would consider that it was nec(‘.‘sary loi 
them to revise their figures and, in calculating the fair selling piic(i o 
refined sugar, to adopt prices for deliv<*ry at the factors nion* o»* 
eorrespouding to those which an^ obtaining and have obtained for 
^ fh-rable periods. But the figure that is given hero in the Schedule — 7-4-^ 
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per cwti. — is the same figure that on this h;ypothetical basis et 8 annas 
per rnaund for faetory delivery of oaue was airived at by the Tariif I^oard. 
Now what .the Tariff Board say is that you get 9 per cent, of sugar on 
cane. Those who have taken the trcjuble to study the subject will then 
see that, according to the Tariff* Board’s calculations, a reduction of i‘rice 
of 3 annas in cane will correspond to a reduction in price of refiru^d sugar 
of Bs. 2-1-0; that is, assuming the mnnufacturing costs remain what they 
were estimated to be by the Tariff* Board, which is a question for separate 
examination; and Hs. 2-1-0 per iriannd is as near as possible to Bs. 2-12-0 
per cwt., so that this protection of Ks. 7-4-0 per cwt. is in excess by 
Rs. 2-12-0; arul a Tariff* Hoard of the days when the Honourable the 
Leader of the House presided over it Avould I am quite sure have said 
that the prot(*ction that was necessary for refined sugar at the ]>resent 
time was no more than Rs. 4-8-0. 

Now, this is a maltta* of very considerable importance. Tt is very 
VI ell-known that the higli duty on sugar has raised the price so much that 
in combination with the great reduction in the resources of the people 
of the country it has reduced the consumption of sugar hy a very large 
percentage. I am not in possession of the latest figures;- no doubt the 
Honourable tlu? (Commerce Member would be able to supply them if neces- 
sary, hut f hope my friends will at least admit that the consumption of 
sugar has fallen by something like 50 per cent, in the last two years. Now, 
Sir, the (*onsumption of sugar is a very important factor in the health of 
tlie nation, and anything that tends to reduce it is to be looked at with 
very great jealousy, ff the protection that is necessary for the refined 
sugar industry is only Rs. 4-8-0, then money is being put into the pockets 
of one secition of tlu* population and taken out of the pockets of another 
section of the popidation, to the detriment of their health. I would sug- 
gest therefore to tht* House that tlu* amount of protection iu‘(‘essarv for the 
sugar-producing industry has hc'cu greatlv over-estimated and ri‘(piires 
revision. 

(At this stagt*. Mr. President vacated the Chair, which was taken by 

Bir Abdur Rahim.) 

Nor can it be said that any harm whatever would ('ome to the in- 
dustry from the postponement of this Bill, because in the Budget of 

1031-32 provision was made lor a duty of Rs. 7-4-0 per cwt., and the 
surcharge of 25 per cent, in the* Supplementary Finaiu'c Bill of N()vemb{'r 
1931 applied also to sugar, so that at the present time the industry is 
getting a higgi'r protection tlian it will gt*t when this Bill becomes operativi 
by the removal of the surcIuirgtL There are otlier matters for estimatijn 
in th(i Tariff Board s Report which will also call for attention. Jf vou 
look at the calculations of the protectiuii required at tlu,' end oi the 
period of pn)duction, you will see that they only t)rovide for an inei-ease 
in recovery of sugar from 9 per cent, to V)*4 per <*ent. And yet they are 
estimating for an effi(*i('ncy equal to that at present obtainable in Java, 
which is 85 per cent. So that this low percentage of recovery presupposes 
a low percentage of sugar in the cane. Yet the Tanff Board in another 
portion of the book quotes the Coimbatore cane No. 213 at a very high 
hgnrc. 1 may say that this particular cane is one of the most widelv 
spread of all liiodern canes in the country, and I have no doubt that with 
Ihe assistance of the researeli work that is carried on at Coimbatore, Shah- 
j(>hanpore and Knrnnl and other places, the sugar content of all the canes 
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will correspond to tliat and enable the calculation for the fair selling price 
at the end of tlu* period of protection to be based on an extraction of ever 
11 per cent. This, of course, is no place to deal with details of these 
figures. Wliat I wish to indicate at tlie present moment is tliut it is not 
in one respect only that the estimates of the Tariff Hoard require to be 
revised but in several. 

Now, Sir, there is another reason why the postponement of this Mill 
is desirable. The Tariff Hoard frequently makes it perfectly clear that 
the fjuK maker is tlie principal object of their solicitude. Nevertheless I 
have failed to find anywhere, either in the Tariff Hoard s recommendations 
or in the Hill, any provision whatever for him ex(*cpt in so far as the 
high duties now proposed will keep out low grade sugar with which gur 
can be imitated or prepared. The argument that is commonly used that 
this Bill is. of great benefit to the gur maker is the Tariff Board's own argu- 
ment. They say that it is necessary to find a fresh outlet for cane, end 
that this outlet will be found in the refined sugar factories. Now , Sir, 
as you will have noticed in reading the Tariff Houid’s report, the sugar 
industry is a very greatly expanding one. The House will have seen that I 
have very carefully left all my figures outside the House because this is 
not an occasion for giving figures in detail. Hut by the kindnciis of the 
Department of Flducatiou, Health and Lands. I have beiai able to see the 
comparative figures of several years, .show'ing tlie (h‘velopmcnl ( f tlie 
improved (?aiios in th<* United Provinces, from whicdi I found that the 
cultivation of improved sugar-cane in some yeare has gone up by 100,000 
acres, in others by 200,000 acres, and onei*, 1 believe, !>> half a ^ lillion. 
The Honourable the Finance Member in Iiis Hiidget gavi^ ns his estimates 
of the possible expansion of the sugar manufacturing industry. Ilc^ esti- 
mated that the new factories would be capable*, of prodiaring <}0,(X)O UiUS 
per annum. Hut, Sir, what is (K),(K)0 tons ifomparcd to the enormous 
amount that can be produced by the cane growers in India? 'Die Tariff 
Board says that the improved (*ane will produce not less than fiO jicr wni. 
more per acre than the unimjiroved canes. I'he actual figure that f took 
from the last report show'ed that the ratio was 100 to IHO. As u ennse- 
quence, this 00, (XK) tons recjuired for the new factories annually can be 
provided by the (fonversion from country cane to improved canc* of 70, (KX) 
acres. It is ([uitc evident that the gur industry will have to go on oom- 
peting wdth this which it has always done. Nothing that then* is in this 
Bill will affc(^t the price by one anna. 

Now, Sir, there are other dangers in this Bill. The price wliich will be 
obtainable under the protection levied by this Hill will he very iruminera- 
tive .and there will l>c a groat stimulus to the. extension of the factories, 
and the situation whicli we shall have will bo very similar to that wo had 
in the cefnent industry as recorded in the Tariff Board’s Boport. 

(At this stage Mr. President resumed ihe Oliair.) 

T do not say that the Tariff Board was responsible for this state of 
affairs because if natural forces have had been allowed to their way 
could foresee wlmf w^onld be the consequence. But the consequence now 
H that the. cement industry is controlled by a combine which, in effect, 
has throttled the industry. Instead of having enormous ouantities of 
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cement available at low prices, we have a small quantity of cement avail- 
able at high prices. I will merely give one figure. The price of cement 
in India is exactly double^ of what it is in England. That. Sir, is the 
result of protecting a highly organised industry. 

Now, Sir, my time is up. I hope I have said enough to the House to 
convince it of the necessity of giving the Government time to reconsider 
this Bill, especially in the matte3r of the amount of the protection given 
to the sugar manufacturing industry, so that in September they may 
bring in a Bill which is more in accordance with the facts as thev are 
Ivnowii to everybody. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (hohilkund and Kumaon Divisions; Non-Muham- 
inadau Rural) : May 1 ask the Honourable gentleman, if the House does 
not meet in September, what happens then ? 

Mr. President: Order, order. Amendment moved: 

“lhat the consideration of qio Rill !»<* prtstpi^ncd to the Scpteriihci' Se.^sion.” 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

UxsATISF.VCToltV HKVIA OK THE Lk.VDEU OF THE HoUSi: IN REGARD TO THF. 

KXPEIUTI.VG OF THE RkFORMS WITH MaHATMA (tANDHI IN JaIL. 

Mr. President (Tlu* Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahirntoola) : It is now 
^ p take up the motion for adjouniment. Before I call 

upon the Honourahle Member, Sirdar Harhaiis Simzh, to move 
liis iriotion tlu' (’hair wishes to peunt out that the House has dofinitelv 
decided to restrict it to only one issiu*, namely, to censure Government 
t'^r the unsatisfactory r<'ply of the Honourable the Leader of the House 
in expediting reforms witli .Mahatma (hindhi in jail. That being so the 
Chair wishes to int<u'm Honourable Members that in addressing the House 
tlicv will have to restrict themselves to this cmi* issiu» only. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjal>: Sikh); Sir. I nane that 
Ric House do now adjourn. Yesterday, ^Ir. Fresideiit. we got a reply 
‘•‘•’in the Honourahh' tin* f^eader of tin* House in answtn* to a question 
tkat (‘ffoids are being mad*' to i*xpedite the progress of the reforms. That 
reply indi(*ated that the Government an* trying force the reforms on 
India with the le.aders ot (lie (k>ngress in jail. W» lielieved all along 
from tlu* staitniieiit of tlu' Ministe»*s of the thrown as well as Members 
of the Government of India, that all sections of Indian opinion would be 
duly consulted before' the next constitution is put into force. But since the 
Second Bound Table (k^nfereiua* lias ended and the present policy of 
I’eprcssion in India has continued, we now hear that reforms will be 
^^’pedited witli .all s])ecd. We liave heard on tlu* authority of that great 
Statesman of the Empire, whose antliority on imperial affairs is nnchalleng- 
General Smuts, that ns far as India is eoncerned, IMahatma Gandhi ir 
J’^^ nnted with, and that the Mahatma is the only person — General Smuts says 

tn>nri his, own experience- w ho can deliver the goods and that Governmeiifc 

be well advised to do nothing of a decisive nature without first settling 
^hont the question of reforms with him. as the representative of that 
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great organisation, tlio Congress. The decision of forcing the issue with 
the leaders of the Congress in jail appears to be that India should have the 
inininuim of reforms which Britain \voiild like to grant. 

(At tliis stag*', Si*th Haji /Vhdoola .Haroon was seen reading a newspaptir 

in the (chamber.) 

Mr. President (TIU‘ Htuiourable Sir Ibrahim Hahimtoola): Ordesr, order. 
Honourable Memlaa-s cannot be allowed lo n*ad newspapers in the 
Chainh(»r. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon (Sind: Muhammadan linral) : It is only in 

c>nne(*tion witli yesterday’s questions. 

Mr. President: Newspajaa's should not lu* read on any account. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Then when ilu^ ('ongress coim^s outside 
the jail and the n‘lbrms <lo not work well, tluTO will l)e another long 
])eri()(i for tlu* (lovernment to continue iheir supri*macy without handing 
over n*sponsil)ility to Indians. 'Hie vi(iw on this side of the House and 
the view in the country has always been that no ri'forms <*an ever be 
workable or ae<aq’>tablo to the country without all tlu^ parties being agree- 
able to them and tlie Congress as the main and the most important factor 
in the political situation of the (Miniitry, as the political organisation with 
tlu‘ widest following, slioidd he ronsulted before reforms are inaugurated. 
We desire to impress on the (iovi*nuncnt that the decision they have, 
taken to bring the reft^rms into action with the haulers of the (Vmgresa 
in the jails is most ill-advised and most unfortunate and most unwelcome 
to the country at this time. In Mich circumstances, neither tho reforms 
will hi' a* ' eptahlc to tlu' majority of our countrymen nor whtai put into 
force will they work. We hav(> seen a statement published in the Advance 
of (\alcntta, from the same plaf (‘ from which m\ Honourable friend Sir 
.\hdnlla Snhrawardy comes, tlu* statement issued liy Mr. Bcnthall. My 
ITonouraljh* friend Sir .Mxlulla Snhrawardy must hr aetpiainted with that 
cTcular. Blit I do not desin*. to depart from the main issue before the 
Plouse and would lud like to be taken hack from that. We have seen 
from tho stateiiumts in tlu* Cress and from <lifT(*ront sources that at the 
Jloiind Table Conference, certain parties deeided along^ with tlu* (lovernment 
that, the reforms he <"xpedit('d with all spoful. As a T'esiili* of those 

negotiations hehind the doors of the ( *onfcr(*ncc, it ap)>eai*s to us ih.at this 
decision has been tak<*n as a result of a conspiracy or intrigue, so that 
India slK)nhI nf>t have r(*spon,sil)ility up to that d(»gret* which public o])init>n 
in India and the leadtu’s of political thought demand. With tlu* (’ongress 
loaders in jail, the Mi’itish Clovcrmnent thought that they could give any 
.^ori of constitution tliey liked, and according Mr. Bcnthall, all the 
minorities ent(*red into a pact which the European Association after consult- 
ing legal advi rrs of the Crown and the India Otlice and th(^ Foreign 
have thought to advo(‘ate. With those f(*\v remarks, I propose to leave 
the further discussion of tho motion in. tin*, hands of mv friends. Since 
the luncheon int ,*rval, T have been actually having n^ temperature 
iherefore crave tlu indnlgencti of the House to conclude my remarkfi uY 
saving thal T <*,onniicnd rny moUon for the acceptance of tho House. 
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Mr. B.. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhamrnadan) : Sir, at the time 
when Mahatma Gandhi was arrested, most of us held that there was a 
certain conspiracy p[oing on in England and in India. My Honourable 
rriend Mr. Neogy, the other day, read out a passage from the speech of 
Ml. Winston Churchill, which showed that Mahatma Gandhi would not 
be allowc.d to remain free in India, but would be arrested as soon as he 
landed and that deep conspiracy was revealed wlum somehow Mr. 
licnthall’s staienu'nt to the AssfH-iated Chambers of Commorcc* was pub- 
lished 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division: Ncm-Mnhanimadan llural): Does 
my Hononrablr* fricaid intend to say that 1 made that statcmient in exactly 
those words, or is that his infereiiei- from the statement? 

Mr. B. Drs: That is 1II\ inb rence and the infcrenc'c of the rountry. 
Vow, what does .Mr. Ih-nthaH’s statcamail 

Mr. President (The Honourahh* Sir Ibrahim liahimtoola) : T'he (/hair 
has informed Hoiiourahle Memhors that tla' ipiestion of Mr. BenthaU’s 
cnviilar on which .Mr. Dalehand Xr.valrai’s <pie>tion was based could 
h.ave been dis(*ussed tculay : lait the House deliberately decided to restrict 
its(‘ll* to the one issiu'. naim^ly. that (iov(*riiment an* expeditiiiLT constitu- 
tiruial rtTorins and keeping Mahatma Gandhi in jail; and the TTonourable 
Member will liav*’ to restri<*t luTiwelf to that one is<uo onl\ . 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Was it inadvt rtenily d»*ei»led‘;' 

Mr. B. Das: I onl\ refer to that 'statement in so far as it affects 
iVIahatma Gandhi. I sliall allude to tli»' statement of Mr. Bi*nthall where 
h.e rofors to .Mahatma Gandhi and how the eonsi)iracy was hatched to 
arrest Mahatma Gandlii, and how ri'pre'^eiitative Kur<»peans were a party 
along witli tin* Government and the die-hards in Enirland the arrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi. The partic-ular ))assage 1 was Lroing to n‘ter to is that 
Aialiatma Gandlii eame back empty-handed to India. 1’haf was the 
report, tht* accredited report, of tlie iej»resi ntative of ilie European 
( iiamhers. 1"hat means that lu* knew a plot was hatelud in T.ondon. 
The Secret. ir\ <jf State* was a party to it: the dii'-hards. like ^Ir. Churchill 
lud otluTs. w ere p;irti«*s to it ; and my Europe;in friends here and their 
» epres(*nf atives a( liondon wf?'«’ paitit’s to it. Why was Mahatma Gandhi 
arri'sfed? I have lu*ard it sai<l <Mit'^idi* tiiis Henise and also iit the Press 
that if Mali.atma Gandhi liad la'cn allowed his fn'edom. the Government 
could not h.avi* maintainial iieaee and order. Before Mahatma Gandhi was 
arri'^tid, tlu'n* was the arrest »>f Pandit Jaw.aharhd Nehni : there was 
.iko ( 111 . jirresi of the Erontit'i* fi.uulhi, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. Hod 
Mali.atm.M Gandhi been :dlow»*d to procn'cd to llelhi to mci't His Exeelleiicv 
Viceroy, the heavens wouM n«»t have falhm. nor w'ould the e.arth hove 
^^unk into oblivuai. Bui there was that eoiisjuraev behind. They did 
^K)t allow’ Mahatma Gamlhi to meet His Exeelleney the Viceroy and to 
have a. heart to heart talk with Itim. It has been suggested in the Press 
and outside, that Mahatma Gandhi might have carried on his negotiations 
as ht* did carrv them <'»n with His Exetdleney TA>rd Trwin, lor two niontbs, 
•nd that in the meantime, tlu' whole country would have been in flames. 

with Jawaharlal Xehru arrested and the movement of the no-tax 
^'ampaign coinpletidy undi r eontrol of the TTnitod Provinces Government 
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and with Khau xVbdul Clliaftar Khaii arrested and the movement in the 
Frontier Proyineo coinpleteK under eontrol, those who plead that the 
Mahatma s freedom would liave brought more trouble in the country 
simply bring out that plea only to defend themselves. Everybody knows 
that the country wants the expediting of these reforms; but with Mahatma 
Gandhi in jail nobody can sa\ that the reforms could be expeditei ; and 
although^ the Churchills and the British Press gav(» us that inipression, 
the particular passage in this statement of Mr. Benthall which was pub- 
lished in the Press shows that then* was a cons]>iracy in England not to 
allow the reforms to be expedited : and there is a particular passage — I 
am no! (|iio<ing anything lest it might be misconstrued — where Mi\ 
Benthall says that there might be a land slide in the (Jovernrnent in 
pjngland; in five year’s time a Labour (iovernment might crane into 
power and so whati'ver then* ma\ la*, let Mahatma (landhi- he arrested 
and ('vcTwthing that the die-hards in England and tlu* European interests 
in India want about safeguarding and commercial dis(*rimination and all 
that, h't it he legislated so that the reforms could h(‘ postpoiU'd and the 
die-hards can have it all their own way. When ^lahatma Gandhi went 
to the Bound TahU* (’onference a^; tlic sole fh‘li‘gate of the (’ongress, 1 
know the Ihatish lVe.<s and the Press which is controlled hy mv Honour- 
abh‘ friend the Leadci* of the European Ghuip. iny friend Mr. Arthur 
Moore, hailed it as a Gorl-send. and in that statement i(. appears that the 
Congress delegation was deseribed as “the most improbable people” and 
Mr. B(*nthall and his ])arty (*<nild not understand how these most impro- 
bable people went to confer at tli(‘ Hound Table Cr>n Terence to settle 
India’s future. Anotlua* thing. My Honourable friend Mr. Moore will 
speak a few minutes lienee, and F would like him to reply on behalf of 
his great eonmiiinit;- who live in India, though only for business reasons, 
about the particular reference to Mahatma Gandhi, when it talks of the 
“ con .str lie live vacuity of Gandhi’s mind”. We know Mahatma Gandhi 
is a great saint; he is a proplud : he is a supennan who is respected 
throughout tlie wr>rld. That the commercial representative of the FiUro- 
pean cornniunity should characterise his mind as “the constructive vacuity 
cf Gandhi’s mind”, what does thrd reveal? It reveals tin* fact that there 
was a deep-laid conspirarv, not only in India bill also in England, and that 
everything was a rnen* sliow got up to entrap M.-ibatma (b-indlii. Mahatma 
Gandhi was tra]jped then* and he was aiot allowed to contribute coustruc- 
tively for the reforms in India, to bring ])eaec between England and India, 
and when ho landed in India, what happened? He sent a telegram to 
the Viceroy, the Treasiir\ Benches advisc'd His Excclloiu*v the Governor 
General not to allow Maliatma Gandlii to see His Exeollenev; and they 
arrested him ai’d gave him enfr>rced rest at Verrowada jail: and with 
what purpose ? With the purpose that luis been revealed in the Indian 
Press bv the ])nblication of this document in the Advance, and actually 
revealed ty the British dic-liarda. As one belonging to the concmcrcia 
eoiruYumif y. 1 find a serious charge is laid that “■Mahatma Gandhi an ^ 
the Fedcrntinn of Indian Ghambers wore nil eornhined and allied but t ie> 
go^ nothing ml of the Bound Table ronferonce”. Gonirmwial represoiita- 
tivos have their rrspeet for Mahatma Gandhi, hut that they wore o on 
sively and defensi\ely allied against the British eommereial commiini 
against the Britisli Oovemment and against the Government of India 
serious charge. I sov it is a Ho. It is a falsehood that has been 
iicned in that pnrficiilar doenment, if it is supposed to he true and enm^' 
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from Mr. Bcnthall. My Honourable friend the Leader of the House 
will reply. I appeal to him whether he wants j^eacc and good will between 
England find India, whether lu; wants expediting the reforms that will 
bring peace between England and India, that will bring peaceful times 
to many of his olFicers who are spending harrowing days out in the dis- 
tricts; and wludher he wants that British trade should again revivo in 
India. Everything can be revived if it is done through friendship; but 
these Ordinanci.'s whicrh have be(*n forced on the heels of Mr. Gandhi's 
arrest will not bring peaci*. to India. Only Mahatma Gandhi’s release and 
Mahatin.M Gandhi s participation in the constitution and the expediting 
of that constitution will bring everlasting peace l)etween England and 
India. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal: JMiropean): Sir, 1 very inueli Jouln if 
many Menibta-s of the Opposition, wluai they arrived in this House this 
morning, had the slighte.st idea that they w<»nld find themselves during 
the afiiTnoon engaged in tiying to (‘ensure Government for their earnest- 
ness in hastening on the nd'onns. and I cannot help thinking that the 
dale the Isl of April must have something to do with the fact tliat we 
find ourselves in this position. But. Sir. I understfxxl from the Mover 
of this mtdion and also from my friend Mr. B. Das that the reason why 
it is sought to eeiisuro Gov(‘rnment on this head is in some way due to 
this allrgial ciri'iilar of .Mr, Bent hall, and be(*aus(' it discloses some deep 
('('Mspiraes which is alteniat(*ly ri*prcsented as a conspiracy to hasten the 
reforms and lo Jiasten to torpedo tile refonns. — T am rot quite sure which. 
{A)i llnnnumhlr Mt'mbci ’. “Both.'*) But. Sir. as r*‘Liards Mr. BeuthaV. 
iaiMM'lf. wiili \our permission. I am in a ])osition to be al)le to tell the 
lhaise that, altluaigh this circular, as it has been di*seribed. has appeared 
ia tht‘ Press, it was f)rivalely sent out h\ the loyalist AssociMlion ri» its 
members . . . 

Mr. B. Sitaraxnaraju (Ganjam ea/a \ i/ag;ipatam : \i »n-Mnbanmiail;ai 
Ihiral): ('an that circular be discussed iiow. Sir? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrabiin liahimtoola) : 1 was just 
going to interrupt the Ifoiiouralile Member. The Honourable ^[ember 
cannot go into the cpiestion of Mr. Bentliall’s eircular in the manner he 
is doing. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 have no dt'siro to go into it any further than to 
deal witli the argnimuits tliat mv friend IVfr. B. Das put forward. May 
T do that, Sir? 

Mr. President: Ves. but it (hqu nd.s upem bow the Honourabli* ^Iianber 
decs it. (Baugliter.) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 eoufcNS. sir. that the wlioh' operation seems to 
me exet'cdingly dinieult and that I have like Agag to walk very delicately. 
Howiwer, Sir, 1 will gi't down to ^fr. Das’s alh*gation that the Govoru- 
inent are to be censured bt'caiise Mr. Bentlmirs eireular proves tlmt th.ere 
^vas a def‘p laid conspiraev batcluMl in London, and to which T understood 
^drn to say tlu' Members of this Group were also privy, to go back on the 
'vliole. of the C-onferenee schenu\ Xow it is quite clear that ^Mr. Bcnthall 
Rav in efftad that then* was something of an attempt in that 
direction 
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Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Did not . the Honourable Member when he began 
his speech call it “alleged circular'*, and now he calls it Mr. Benthall’s 
circular. 


Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 don t uiidei*stiuid llie Honourable Aleiubor’s ])oint, 
jSir. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : In the earlier |)ortion of vour speech you des- 
cribed it as tlio alleged eireular of Mr. Benthall, and now you admit it is 
Mr. .Hentliairs circular. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 was endiaivouring to explain niy ]ioiiit, out the 
Hoiiourabli* tlu* I'residenl did n(»t consider that 1 was in ordci’. Ma\ 1 sav 
brietly, Sir, that 1 am authorised to state that Mr. Th'iithail says that 
the views attributed to him are aeeurate in substance and in no sense 
secret, being his personal iniprt‘ssi<ais of the events of last Noviuiibfr before 
the Government finally decided on its present (‘lear-cnt policy. \o\v, the 
real poiiit it seems to me has been entirely overlooked by Honourable 
Members o])posite. If they were to study the docnnuait In jpa'slioti, tb<‘v 
would st‘e . . . 


Mr, President (The H<uinurable Sir Ibrabim llabinitoola ) : 1'be docu- 
ment is not l)efore the House on the present nudion. 1 should like to 
make it quite clear again that the motion before the House is to ceTisiiro 
Governineni tor expediting reforms in the absence of Mahatma flnndhi 
wlioiTi they have ])ut in jail. Tliaf is the onl\ issue. 

Mr, C. S. Banga Iyer (Hobilknnd and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Arubain- 
madan Ibiral): Oii a priint of order. Sir, T sliould like to know whether 
in this discuission, especially because of flio d’fiRuilties that hav»' born 
raised, the following observation of Mr. Bonthall’s eireular is rehevant to 
the debat^v nanudv. expediting thr reforms in the .ahs'-nei* of ^lalialmn 
Gandhi . . . 

Mr. President (d'lie Honourabh- sir Ihraliijii Kahimbxda) ; ’That is what 
the Chair has re|)eatodly |)ointi(l *)ut. 'fliere is no point th order involved 
ill it. at all. 1'he i»*ason w hv tliis misnit* mol inn is i)ronMhl foi'ward is 
thi<. d'he ( lovcriimenl <d' India havv j)nl Maliatma (landhi in jail and 
an- Imnying with tin* reform.s. 1’haf is tin- on[\ issiu*. 1’fa? (diau* allowed 
llie House to (diof)sr IngNM'cn Sirdar ilarba ns Singh's atljonrnnKUii motion 
and tluii nf Mr. Sitai amara jti. it tho\ luul aeoopted the lailir, th('\ 
<rould hava* gone into tin- whole qia stion of .Mr. Ihaithall s e.ireular, out the 
Hoii.sti deliboratelv deeidnl oth.-rwisn. .-md thov have now to |•(‘slri(•t tiiein- 
selves to wdiat they tliiufisd vns el?osr. 

Sardai; Sant Singh (\\.,st I’linjiib; Sikli;; -M.i.v I know, Sir, in support 
• »1’ our argmuent that tin* r’ei'onus ;u*i* be ng expedited in the absence* c 
Maliatma (iamlbi vvbo is put in jail, if we eaimot fptol(‘ (MU’tain passages 
from Mr. Bent ball's eircuilar? 

Mr. President ('Die llonmirable Sir Ibrabim lialiimtoola) : These JU® 
all stiatements wbieh the ifonoiirable .Member ean bring lorward. 
Bentluill'.s cireub.r cau be biought in only very incidentally, because t ^ 

‘ : not the subject before tfie House. The subject before tin* House is 
aetifin of the Gfiverrunent of India. 
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Mr. Arthur Moore: May I say, Sir, that on the present motion before 
the House, in iny view Mr. Das lias succeeded in doing a very grave 
injustice to Mr. Bentliall. What I wish to ask is whether it is in order 
j.hut lu‘ slioiild lie able to do that, whereas it is not open to theses ]h*nchos 
to attempt to ])iit that right. 

Mr. President (Tla^ Honoural)U‘ Sir Ibrahim liahimtoola) : Tlie Honour- 
able Mtiinber ma\ put any eonstruc.tioii he likes upon the speech which 
Mr. H. Das made, hut the (’hair has been very attentive and it has pulled 
up Hoiiourahh^ MemhiTs when it thought that they were ex(;eeding the 
limits which the Housi^ has placed upon itself. Honourable Members 
very oftiMi oviM-look tlu' I'acd that each Member <)f the House is entitled to 
rise to a point of order if lu* feeds that any Mc-mber is exceeding the 
limits |)laced on the diN(ais.>s’on. 'I'he (’hair must again say that Mr. 
lli'iithairs cinudar cannot c(»nie on the scene at all. The real accused, 
if J may use lliat exjiression, an* tia* (lovennnent of India. 

Mr. B. Das: L think mv Hon^airahle fri«*n<l Mr. Moore ought to have 
done the I'upt* walking I did. 

Mr, President: Ikus th< Honourable Memht r (Mr. .Vrtluir Moore) wish 
to prf)(*c*(‘d ? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Xo, Sir. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Sir, 1 am not a (’onLrn‘ssman. T never was a 
(''ongressman. If I have evi*n an aureenn'iit with all the views hold by the 
(^ongress, I assure' you, Mr. IVesident, T would have that much hraicsty 
to k(‘ep awav from this Honsi* (.ta llonourtihlr Mtmhtr: “What is the 
dishonesty?'^) T woiild havi» had that much lionesty to stav away from 
this House. h(‘e.nist' 1 \\<add h: ve had to non‘Co>op»*rate and I would have 
been in jail. 

Mr. President: Ph*;is*' go on. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I do n-allx think. Sir. if tin- future of Iiul a is 10 be 
satisl’atftorily solv<;<l aiul the c'oiistit ation is to he worked, then all parties 
in the country should hi* given a fair opportimitx to participate in tlu* dis- 
charge of (he duties set htd’ore n<. Then oid\ any '-at isfaetorv (*onsl;tution 
can he brought into being. In vii w <)f the statenu*nl inaile soin.* time 
• 'go i)\ ilic I ionoiirahli* ihe Leadi'r o! the Hou''-e wlien we niovctl a (*om- 
prelieiisive Iu*‘<(»lulion in (his llou'-e on tlu* tu'cessity for the (*(»-optration 
»>f all |>artii*-;. he said that il was pre|>osterous that tlu* (Government did iiot 
<ln their best to bring all parties logetlier to work for the prt'jgress o‘. eoiis- 
litutional ri*fonn. Now. mattiU’s have been diselosetl which arouse a grave 
>'ns]ii(*ion whether (io\ernmem have really *lnne tlu'ir liesi to hiing it about. 
I’or ihat n*ason 1 am in s\mpatliy with this nujlitin. If lor no other. 
After lu'aring the ;insv\er given by the lu'adt'r of tlu* Houst' to the supple- 
nii*ntary ipii'stions put h\ my lh>n»>urahle Irieiuls here, 1 am loreibly 
reminded of tlu* saying of a great Knglishman of li*tters that the preacher 
of y(»sterda\ is the snl\n'et of to-day s sermon. 

Seth Blaii Abdoola Haroon: T want to oppose ihe motion of mv Honour- 
able Iriend Sirdar Havhaiis Singh Drar. I do not know what he means, 
I'P till nowg what I \mdt‘rsiiH>d was ihnl, so long as Alahalina Qandhi 
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is in jail, further reforms should not be expedited. Sir, if tliai. is so, I 
do not know when Arahatmn (landhi wishes to come out from jail. . . . 

Mr. B. Das: What my Hoiioiirahli' friend ^aid was tliai without tho 
release of Mahatma ('landhi full n'hunns (*annot bo broupfht about. 

Set Haji Abdoola Haroon: Please let me finish. The meanin" is this, 
that until Mahatma (landbi comes out from jail. . . . (At this stage there 
were several interruptions). Lid me be allowed to speak according to my 
own views. I do not know when Mahatma riaiidhi wishes to come out 
from jail. (Laughter.) i^asl year after the so-r-alled (iandhi-Frwin pact 
was achieved, ]\iahatma (hiiidhi went to England, and after his return he 
sent a telegram to His Excellency and wanted to discuss soim* other 
matters than the IL T. (\ Aly impression is that Mahainia (laiidhi did 
not agree with His ExeelUaicx and he sent a notice that unb'ss His EjX- 
cellency heard him on the subject of tlu' uo-rent campaign and other 
things, ho would start civil disobedience; that was an ultimatum he sent. 
My o])inion is that at that moiiuaii the (lovernment took the only action 
that could hi' taken l)\ au\ (lovernment in its position. lh'sidc*s, I do 
riot know what is the policy of my friends on this side of the House, 
whether they want retonns or not. If tomorrow the (ioveriimeiit come 
forward and say. “Hen' you are", they will say, “\Vc do not want to go 
on'’. 1 think at that time also Meiiihcrs from this side of the House 

will juiii]) upon the (lovernment and say, “Von an wrong”. 

I draw the attention of the House to the fact that then' are mam 
other sects and communities wlio want immediately and at once responsible 
Govemirumt for Fiidia. and if >ou pass this motion, yon will la* doing great 
injustice to the many other communities who want reforms for theic 
country. F do not want to go into AFr. Hcnthairs letter, hut if somelxxlv 
objects, tile passage* obje<‘ti’d to m;u be taken out if tlie (Mni'r eonsidi'rs 
that it is o} jcetioniil)Ie and must br taken out </f the proeeeding.s of this 
House. T have seen a staternenr. from the Hindu Sablia or sonu'body else, 
which some Honourable Members of this House havi* signed. 1 am told 
tha4 there is a ennspiriey lietw een the so-called nationalists and the Primo 
Minister. 1 do not know how' far tlnit is correct. Mr. H. Das sjiokc 
about the Federation of Indian (’h,‘imhi*r< and AFahatma Gandhi. I am 
associated with soiiir of the mereantilf* bodies in Karachi. To-day F 
declare on the door of this House witli pain, that in PtMO when this civil 
disobedience started, the word of Mahatma (landlii was immediately 
approved l)v tie' difTerent iiu‘reantile bodies. They were always rightly or 
wrongly sn]>porting whatever AFabatma (landlii said. (Afr. /L Dan : “Not 
always.”) It was my ex'p»*rieTiee ; ymir experience might difft*rt*nt . AFv 
Honourable friend Air, Sitaramarajn said that opportunity slioiild be given 
to all the* parlir.-; to sit in the H. (’. and pri'pan* a constitution tV*'* 
India. F think nobody will oppose tliat proposal in ibis Mouse, but 1 
not know wdietber the parl>, wlio have started something ruinous to ibo 
conntrv, will rlesin* to (!ome out and sit with others and decide the thing. 
With these few woids, T oppose the motion. 

Mr. B. V. Jadha\ (Ih)mb.iv (’I'utral Division: Non-Mnbainmadan 
Tlural); AlUiongb I li^^e ^o support this adjournment motion, in 
of liearts I rather fee! syiiipatliy f<a* the occupants of the Treasury Hench. 
They really are not guiU^ . Ewrybodv knows tliat iboy are merely the 
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Hgents of liie Great Moghul who reigns at Whitehall. J^ut all Moghuls were 
not tyrannical. There was Akbar the Gn^at among them and in the same 
>vay there were very good Seeretari(?s of State like Mr. Montagu, Mr. Eenn 
and Lord Morley and some (dliers. Ihit there hav(; been frequent changes 
in the <K!eupants of I he Whiteball throne and sometimes we have a very 
sympathetic Secretary, of Stale and at oilier timers an iinsymjiathetic or 
upatlietic to the interests of India. We are very grateful to the grc.at 
Emperor Akbar, hii he treated Hindus and Moslems equally and the 
(lovernment have shown tlieir appn^eiation by naming one of the roads 
after him and tla^y have shown th(*ir good sense by locating the House 
of the President on that road in onhn* to awaken him to his duty to give 
.equitable treatment to the difftirent eoninmnititis and parlies in this House. 

Ft is well known that Akbar was a very impartial and very fair-minded 
sovereign. 

We cannot censure in this House ihe Secretary of State; hut we have 
Ills agents here, the occupants of the Treasury J^euch, who will have to 
hear all the, severe things that will be said from this side of the House. 
(An IIoHonrablv Mcmhrr: “Whu is Akbar on the Treasury Bench?’’) 
Akbar ought to he in Whitehall. It is a ])ity he is not there at firesent. 
My friend Mr. Itajii has jiist now told the llouS(* that he was never a 
meniher of the (’hngress, and holding similar views I hav(j to say the samo 
thing. 'rile non- Hrahmins of Honihay di<l not acce|)l tht* lead of the 
Gongress and that of Mahalm:i Gandhi. When In* started the non-co- 
operation agitation in 1U21 \ve nut »)nl\ remained outside the movement 
hut with the assistance of tia* Maharajas of Kolhapur and Gwalior, W'e 
organised a giH*at demonstration in I’oona to wideoine His Koval Highness 
the Princt* of Wal(»s. and thus showed that the Mahratta of the Presidency 
were quite loyal and w(*n‘ not at all atYected by the non-co-operation 
doctrine preaedied in those days. This was done* at that time because of 
the trust W(» lia<l in tlu^ intentions if Government. Distrust had not taken 
its place then. Put during the last ten years events have been taking 
pljvce one after another which iiavt* been gradually imdtUTnining the faith 
in the good intentions of Government, and 1 am sorry to say tliat one 
proof after anotlna- is being furnished to help that undermining process. 
When Gongress boycotted the Simon Goinmission, the iion-Brahniins of 
Bonihiiy and Madras <li<l not j»a!i in the boycott, and when the Round 
Table Confereiua* was announced and iVralialma Gaiullii and the Gongress 
people preached non-co-oiUTatioii with it. wc <licl not follow that advice, 
but accejited the invitation and went there because we felt that the inteii- 
lioiiy of tlu* Gioveniment were very fair and that India was to get some 
real advance in freedcun. The tir.st Round Table Gonference came to very 
fair conclusions and we were under the impression that everything would 
ho all right in the st'cond Hound Table (kinference. But tilings were 
changing, 'riieri? was revolution in England. Tlu' occupant at Whitehall 
was displaced by anoilier giaitlcnian and the wlnde outlook in England 
had completely changed. I’lie Government of India as the agents of the 
occupant of the throni' at Whitehall hiul also t<i change their views. WTiile 
sweet words weri* being exi'hangod at the Round Table and assurances 
Were rejieated from Government members of good will and service to India, 
the Conservative politicians, who had obtained a dominating voice in the 
thibinet, were hatching a ]>lot to annihilate the Congress. Some astute 
*'Kni Jiad a vagiu' idea that soniidhing bad was to happen. But I must 
confess that T was not gifted with that power. When I heard the speech 
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of 'Mr. Clnmdiill in tlu‘ Jlonsc of (’ouniions, I tliought that tho bitterness 
in tile speech was diu* to his d is appointment. He wanted to smash the 
whole liound Table (\)nference and was working in timt. direct ion. J3ut 
the Conference was not onlv not smashed, but the l'iiin»‘ Minister by his 
announcement had produced an tdfecl, that tin* t‘tforts of the Confeicnce 
were successful. Mr. Churchill I thought ^\as surely disappointed in his 
tactics and therefore he liad been using the bitlm* words t») (‘xliioit the 
innermost nadlxes of Ins mind. Hut futurt‘ occurri‘nc(*s have now shown 
to me that there was a dct^f) laid plot to suppress the ('ongri'ss movtnncnt, 
and although tlu* I’rinu* Minister and others were hearing ver\ patiently 
and talking very glibly about justici' to India, there wiTi* comnninicati/)nH 
with their agents in Delhi to take severe st»‘|>s for the suppression of tlie 
Congress movenuMil. On m\ wa\ to Doinbay, | promisial my fri(*nds in 
England that I would take to the work of educalin;: m\ people ahoiii the 
good intentions i»f Hritain and t(» |)repan- them foi the ai*ceptaiiee of the 
reforms that wtaild come. Pul as soon as I saw that ihe ( lovi'ninuml 
were hent su]){jressing tin (’oiignss movement and were catching 

hold of an\ excuse to jnslif\ the* actions. m\ e\(*s began slow l\ to open, 
and iDw this l>entiiall letter that h;is betni latel\ publislied in tlu- papers 
completes the disillusionment of my mind. .Ml the important leaders of 
the Congress, including Mahatma Ciandhi. are now in jail, and (govern- 
ment an* lO lht‘ same tim»' liurrying up with tin* work of the various 

Committees. Cp l(» this time the Kranchis,* Commit lei* has iinnle some 
good pmgrt.'ss l must admit, and I e.\noct soinetiiing will conn* out ot it. 
Eut franchise is a \(*rv minor subject ; wbetber Id per cent, of tin* popula- 
tion gets tin* right tit v >le, or e»iil\ :» pi*r cent. enjo\s it as at pr»‘sent, does 

not matter ver\ much. {Mi. M t(lnnit nnul Yumir Klmn : “Docsit rioi matter 
very niiudiV”) It has its inifKirlanct* ni the ease of tin* voters themselves 
or the candidates who lia\i^ to .Nolieit the voir of a vt*r\ much larger num- 
ber or a (‘oiiiparat ively smaller number, 'rin* jirincipal thing is that of 
the future constitulicai. I lia\»- gr.ive doubts whether the (m institution 
that is going to be evol\(.*d will be. ac.ceptabh* to the nation and will satisly 
the aifdiitions of tin; leaders. ( lovormuent of India ma\ i*v<ilvi‘ a 

constitution and may ge*t an .\ct passi*d l»\ Parliament. Hut it will be 
verv difficult to get the reforms woil\<-d. You can take ;t Ikm’sc to wali r; 
but you cannot malu- it drink. So il the lenJers (,)f tin* ()e»»p!e are nol 
satisfied witli the reforms if they bid'eve that the\ are not getting the 

substance of freedom l)ul onl\ a semblance and a shadow, no ono will be 
satisfied and it will be very din’icnlt to work the const itiit ion. 

Sir. the d\areliical form of ( lovernriient was aecepti'fl in 1920 by some 
of the lea<lers of the (X’ople. ahhoneb Congress was against it. 1)« (*;mse 
it was n genuine* fitt(?mpt at <leinocrai i/atioii and people bad then faith m 
tb(* good intentions of ( iov(*?'nmenl . Hut as I have just said, times liav<‘ 
changed: trust has been luidennined, and it will be ver\ difVicull to fi'id 
wortiu peoph i.> work the new* reforms. 'Ibis is not at all tin* time' for 
the intiodiiclion and suciussful working of n(*w constitution w'hen there 
is Tif>w an f)iflinance raj. when nr»body i.-i fc«*ling confident, when Mahatma 
Oandhi and otlier popular leafier:- an* cfinlined in jail, wlu'Ti some leaders 
now working on the various Cfirjiinittees are rather nervouK, and do nor 
know where they '-^land. and when the Kairopean and other (ironps an* 
striving their best tf» whittle down thc^ reforms as mueli as possible. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Ma> I say. Sir. tliat that is (|nile incorrect? 
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Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Wc3ll, that is my view, — and 1 am liable to err. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 think 1 ought to uoiidemn this action of the Government 
in hurrying on with the reforms under these circumstances when there ia 
nobody prepared to accept and work them. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (l.e;ulc*r oi the House; : Sir, I have 
delayed rising for sfiinj tinui in the hope that I niiglit hear from some 
of tlic Opposilion spcaKn-s soiia* considered (?xpression of the reasons which 
ill tiu’ir opinion juslif\ tins motion, but from the sf)re(*h(*s made so far J 
iiave gut ver\ litlb* material indtied. There seeim.'d to bt* a eiaistaiit 
tendi*nc\ i’or speakers io gt*l awa\ to (-(imparal ively minor points and to 
divert atloiition from the main Usue. wliicdi as Non, Mr. President, have 
rcpcate(ll\ reminded the lloiis*'. is the onl\ issiu* licd'on* us. Sir, the 
mot ion proposes to ctmsure (he (iMveniiiKmi (d' India for ex])e(liling the 
l>r(»gress of the, r♦•fornls. with Mi-, ilandlii in jail. | find that even at this 
slagt'. of tile debate it beionus nece-ssary for na* to state wliat I under 
stand t‘> h»‘ in tin* mimls of Hon<nir;d>l(* Menibi‘rs f)p])csitc‘ rather than t*» 
relVn direct I \ lo an \ thing tln-N have acin;di\ said. I imdei stand, however, 
the b*eling exjn-ttssed l)\ Sirdar Harhans Singh, namely, that it is useless 
t!» proeeed with the eonst 'tulioual di'^cus^ion- if the Congress an* loft out, 
that tln v ft)rm s-- considiTahh- a Indian o])inion that Nvithout 

Iheir partieipaiioM tin* eonstit ulional disens.'-ions can load to nothing. This 
I.-; a f)oiii! of \iew w'liich tlu' Government of India hilly appreciate, and 
1lie\ lia\(' ‘da»wn li\ lh»‘ii a(*i‘oiis in tin* paM how full they ditl appreciate 
tla- imporlaneo "i secinine, il b rontd la* draie. that all parties of India 
sliould join in tiNinn («' naeh a sehl(*menj. What eKe did the Gandhi- 
Irwin Vaol nu‘an hul that, and a^ one of the Members of t!u‘ (h«v(*rnmeiU 
(»f Ind'a responsible for I la* Delbi Pact, 1 am i‘ntitled to (*laim that NVe 
je(»k gi*(*at risis in <Nrdcr t > bring (lie ('i>nirress in. What followed? It 
\va< inadi’ clear in the l{e>< *lnt i» ai <.( the ( h)verniih iil ot India, which was 
jiiihiislied la.*il .iannar\, that the (iovernnu-nt of India almost from the 
ii’>( found gnail •! jViciili > in carr\ing on (at th • lines agreed upon. In their 
dcterminati"n to assist Inwards a peaceful solulioti of constitutional pro- 
blems. till- (loNcnnnont of India showed delihorate forhoaranco towards 
('(•ngrcss acti\itivs and retiaim-d h.*' tu denouncing tlie Delhi Paet although 
jtisliticatioii for such a eoursc was afforded on many occasions. They 
persisted in Iheir endeavoms. and when dilViciiIl ie> arose about ^Ir. 
Gandhi’s alleiidanct' at the Poiind 'ral>!e Gonfeivni*i\ iliey spared no efforts 
to reach a ;no(//o*t r/re/e//. Of that also i can spi‘ak from ])ersonal know- 
ledge. Then came the (’('uference and the anxious monllis during w-hich 
the siiuation in ibe rnit«*<l I’roNinccs and in the Xoidh-Wcst Fro tier Pro- 
vince was steadily deteriorating from da\ to da\ : and at last the niomeni 
value wIkmi Hu* G••vernnu*nt of India fell that tliey i*onld not. if they 
^verc io diseliarge then* n'snonsil>ilit ies at all, r»*frain from taking the 
JU'tion wlii(*h the siMiation dtananded. Sir. 1 liave never been a party 
t(»a decision which in mn* scum* 1 n'grcited so much, but T have also never 
bi'on ji party to a decision ai)oni whieli T was so certain that wo W’ere 
biking the onl\ possibk* eonrsc which onr duty to India demanded. (Hear, 
ho.nr.') And when it is now suggi'sted — on ilu* strenirtli of a document 
which T understand does represent wind has heou sj^d hy Mr. Benthall — 
that the nov(‘rnmont of liulia wi'n* forced into their action hy anything 
^bat. pfls«t*d outside India or by any allogod plot or conspiracy, that to 
Rooms purely grotesque, remembering as I do all onr efforts during 
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these anxious months, and remembering the reluctance we in the Govern- 
ment of India felt — and the reluctance constantly felt and expressed by 
His Majesty's Goveniineiit — to taking any action which could endanger 
a peaceful settlement. But the situation became so grave that it looked 
as if a week's further delay might have precipitated an appalling catas- 
trophe, in which ultimately all parts of the country might involved. 
That is what 1 have to say on that point, Sir, and I desire to make it clear 
on behalf of the (Toverninent of India that we repudiate aih)gether anv 
allegation that our action in attempting to put- clown tla*, pernicious 
a,ctivities of the (Congress movement was intliienci'd in any wa\ by any- 
thing that passed in T-iOndon. 

Now, Sir, since the Governnu nt of India were compelled to take action 
agairist the Congress, what was to bo their future line of policy? 

L d(^ iK^t kiunv wlu*ther it is seriously suggested on the other 
side that since the (fovernment of India felt constrained If) 
take the action which they did take, they ought theii to have ahandoued 
any attempt To push on with the reforms and to have made their policy 
a policy of repression. If that is tlieir view, it does not seem to nu» to be 
shared by a great many people outside this Housc‘. It is not shand h\ the 
Members of tlie Cnusultativt^ Committee, who liave emphasised the desir- 
ability that His Majesty's Go\ermneut should decide with the least possible 
delay certain questions in «>nler that progress may bi‘ (expedited, and it is 
not shared by the meinhers of the Muslim Conference at Lahore; and it 
is not shared by anyone with whom I ha\a* talked. I tliink Mc^mbers 
generally and the country generally understand what the dual policy of 
the ^Government of India is. It was clearly stated in the Re.solution of 
the Government of India to which I have already n^ferred : 

“Whilo they will tiike every ineasure that is iUH’e.s.sary for the suppression of .i law 
'less movement and for the protection of public and private liberty, they will also 
epare no effort to bring to completion the policy of TIis Maje.'^ty’.- (tovernment.” 

And if 1 may quote one more sentence from the speech delivered by His 
Excellency the Governor General at the opening of this session, he said: 

“Our difficulties inu.st and shall he .surmounted and iny (jovernment. ai\A deter 
mined to allow no .subversive or revolutionary activities to prevint n.** from achieving' 
this great purpose for which many of us have worked for long year.s. *’ 

These are tla; two aspect.s of tin? policy. li is our husiiu'ss. it is onr 
fluty, to put down a inovena^iit wliicdi must result, if left unchecked, in 
the destruction of all (jrderly goveriiiin'iit. On the other hniid, it 
equally and even more our duty to shew that wc and His Majesty 
Government mean business and that W(‘ arr anxious to get on with the' 
reforms. Surely what lias taken place during the last few months in 
connection with these various (’omniittees doi*s show a vei’v real inieii- 
tion of doing our best to expedite matters. 

Now. Sir. before T sit down there is only one, otlier matter to wln'ch 
T wish to vfder very bric».fly. T presume it is suggosled that fhc proper 
course for Govenimeiit to takf? now is to release Mr. Gandhi and ilie 
other Cr)Tigress li-aders forilivvith in an effort to bring about conciliation 
and peace. But ^\hat has hapnoned in the lost three months to encourage 
the view that tlie action would, in fact, lend to .i peaceful seftteuieiit. 



icotaok kctt Aiuooiuiriiivt. 

On tiM otbor hmd, we eAP, x.Q9^x^hly. wy that it wpuld to notljdng 
i^xeppt ti^ ims^iediate revival d ail those Mtivities which brought iudia 
nearly to the brink of a catastrophe. And if Honourable iViembers 
opposite think that this is the right course to foUow, I thuik it is incuinbent 
jpou them to show in what respects circumstances have changed since 
Government were reluctantly compelled to take the course of action which 
they did take at the end of last December and towards the beginning 
yf January. 1 can only give my own opinion, Sir, and it is this, that 
1 can find no reason at present for behoving that the w'eapon of civil 
Aisobedience, that most pernicious and appalling weapon, would be 
Abandoned, and in that case tlic only result would be that we should 
be landed back in a condition far w'orse than that in which we w^ere 
last year and all the confidence in the policy of Government would he 
completely destroyed. 

One last word, 8ir, before 1 sit down. This may be the last occasion 
:>a which 1 shall address this House on this very important and dilhcuit 
subject. 1 do not know whether I have spoken more wuinxiy tnan 1 
uugnt to do, but 1 can assure tiie House tiiat the only warmtn thai^ is 
in my m.md and heart is the warmth of a very sincere desire for the 
luture welfare of India and a determination that, if 1 can, 1 will not he 
a party to any action winch in my view would seriously mjure her luture. 
(Applause.) 

> 

i 

Kr. G. S. Rang4 Iyer: t>ir, the Honourable the Leader of the House 
concluded his observations with a very touching remark, namely, that 
this is ills last speech on a controversial issue and that he had nothmg 
else but the wellare of India at heart. Sir, vve on this side of the House 
are quite willing and equally sincere in our willingness to admit that he 
has the welfare of India ut heart. (Hear, Lear.) 1 would exonerate the 
Honourable the Leader of the ilouse from any initial responsibility for 
the inqjrisonment of Mahatma Gandlii. Sir, 1 would oven go a step 
further and say that had the spirit that animates the Honourable the 
Leader of the House aniinuled Wliiiuhall, Mahatma Gandhi would not 
have been iu prison but would have been working with the Lothian 
mission, of wliich he was a member originally, wauduring in the country, 
examining witnesses and inih*s aiul miles of people from long distances 
would have come to have his darshaTi, Un fortunately, the Honourable 
the Leader of the House is a leader of a House wliich is not a sovereign 
IWliamont and a Member of an Hxecutivo Council which has been 
described, and correctly described, by the late Lord Curzon as “a sub- 
ordinate brunch of the Impei-ial Adiiiiiiistrution’'. Sir, 1 wish that White- 
hall and Sir Samuel Hoare had been animated by the same spirit that 
has animated throughout the Honourable the Jjeader of the House. VVe 
hold him responsible for one thing, and wo are proud to hold him respon- 
sible for that, namely, for bringing about the Gandhi- Irwin Pact. What 
^he Hpnout'ablo the Leader of the House brought about last ye^r or 
brought about before last year, has now been broken by the circular of 
Mr. Benthall which has raised this discussion of our objection to the 
l^xpedition of the reforms. This has happened as a result of the General 
Election. That is the whole issue. 

. Hr« ArUiui Moore: Mn^ I (\sk, Sir, whether the Honourable .Member 
In order in raising this point if no answer is permitted? 
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Hr. President . (Tlxe Huuouiubio SSu* Ibrahinx iiaiiimtooia) : The Houour- 
able Member (Mr. iianga ly<^r) will abstaiu ironi ciravviug his cxtractb 
from Mr. iientiiaii’s circular. The Honourable Member lias seen that 
the Honourable Mar. Jadhav and the Honourable the header of the House 
have dealt with the issue that is before the House at considerable length 
'Without bringing in tha circular of Mr. henthah. 


Mr. O. S. Bangit lyor:! am nut bringing it in cither. I was suggesting 
that the root of tnis expedition of the leioiios is in the lieuthall circular, 
though we do not want the authority of the lieiithall circular because 
there is some higiier aulhority than that, iianieiy, the UtatCHmaii vi 
Calcutta. There is some higher authority still, namely, Winston Churchill; 
•there are still higher authorities, namely, the Tory Tress and bir bamuel 
Hoare. 1 was saymg that there are higher authorities than Mr. llenthail 
himself because the internal evidence in an, inipoilant circular by a less 
important personality does not trouble me at all. 1 am concerned with 
the expedition of tlie reforms and the expedition of the reforms arose 
from the General Election. The w'hole spirit has changed ?vftcr bir 
Samuel Hoare replaced Mr. W’edgw'ood Benn 

Mr« Arthur Moore. ^lay I ask, Sir, again wlietiier the Honourable 
Alembcr is entitled to elaborate the same point as mj friend Mr. Das 
when it is not permissible to point out that Ma\ Bcnthall is bringing a 
charge against certain Conservative members of the Government alter the 
election of having attempted to do something which he tried to prevent 
them from, doing. 

Mr. President: (The Honourable bir Ibrahim liahiintoola) : If the 
Honourable Member does not mention anything about Mr. lleiithalTs 
circular he is entitled to say that there has been a change in the Govern- 
ment of Britain to which several other references have also been made, 
and that the re;i.son why Mahatma Gandhi was in jail and tlie reforms 
were being expedited was the rarliamentary election and the change of 
Government in Britain. I do not see how that can be out of order. 


Mr. Arthur Moore: May I point out that Membera arc referring 
the circular, without appiureiitly reading it, and they should not draw 
any conclusions. If they would read it, they would find that the circular 
points out that this movement did not succeed. There was an attempt 
to produce this change of policy in the Government after the elections, 
but no such change cventuaily came about, as they reverted to their 
former policy of the Labour Government. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibnihirn liahiniloola) : The Honoiu** 
able Member can deal w'ith the British policy and the policy of 
Government of India. 


Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer: I was just saying what the Honoural/lc gcidh*' 
men said. I was not going to take my stand on a circular to w'hict rcf^‘ 
enoe has been mfnAo and in this cose, it wafi meant obviously, he 
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himself pointed out, for. the first of April. . (Laughter.) 1 was replying 
to the observations which the Honourable the Leader of the House j a 
more important personality than any other personality in this country, 
made in this debate. The Honourable the Leader of the House said 
that he Was anxious, his Government were anxious to get on with the 
reforms. 1 do not for a moment question the anxiety of the Government 
to get oil with the reforms, but we are anxious tliat we should get on 
with not mere reforms, but reforms that have to be worked. Can any 
reforms in this oounlry work unless you have the bulk of public opinion 
with you? If the (lovernment do not want to cah*y the public opinion with 
thorn, they can afford to follow the? present policy of repression cum reforms. 
T)ic H(»nourablo the Leader of the House asked, what do the Opposition 
want? Should vve have indulged in naked and unashamed repression? No- 
body wanted tlieni. to indulge in undiluted repression, but everybody 
wanted them to follow the policy of unmitigated reforms. Once you dilute 
the wine of reforms with the water of repression, once you dilute reforms 
in such a manner as they are diluted by the Ordinances, the country will 
not see the reforms but only tlie Ordinances. I would invite the Honour- 
able the Leader of the House to take up any Indian morning newspaper 
and also the streamer headlines in that newspaper even under the Ordi- 
uaiices, and what will he find? He will find that the country is not 
interested in ndonns but n*pression. You cannot imdtT the, blight and 
blast of repression build up reforms. Refonns cannot grow in an atmo- 
sphere like that. That is why wc say, do not expedite reforms until you 
create *tho atmosphere necessary for the reforms. That atmosphere is 
now lacking, and why is it laekmg? It is lacking because, as Sir John 
Maynard, a grcfit Englishman who has known this country, has observed. 
Mahatma Gandhi, on his return to this country, asked for an interview 
and that int-erview was unwisely not granted. T say that the Honour- 
able the Leader of the House was not responsible for the refusal of that 
int(‘rvicw, which was dic1at‘*d fiom Whitehall. If there had been Mr. 
Bonn as the Secretary of Slate for India, the intersdew would have been 
gi-anted. The spirit in Whitehall changed. This is not the place for me 
to disclose 


The Honourable Sir George Bainy: T must inter\'ene now. I must 
cballeng(» the statement of my Honourable friend that any action taken 
J't that time was dictated fmm Whitehall. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: The Leader of the House is perfectly entitled 
to challenge my statement, but he cannot challenge the impression that 
I gathered when I was in London. He cannot challenge the impression 
that I fonned after mv long c*on versa t ions with Mr. Benn and other 
Cabinet Ministers which wiis eont-j\ined in a statement that T made on 
landing in India, tliat Mahatma Gandhi w^ould be imprisoned but that he 
^ould be released to enable him to bo present at the Second Bound Table 
Confereneo, n statement w’hieli was contradicted by the Sunday Times 
<‘*f Ix>ndon, but a statement wiiich subsequently turned out to be true,^ 
(Hear, hear.) T am therefore suggesting that the socialist menta|itj 
'''’bich was in Whitehall is not the Conseiwative mentality which is. in 
Whiteh(iH today. I wish Ciovernment had not declined the interview, to 
^'fahatma Gandhi, holding the opinion that Government themselves hold 
^Iwut him. What did the Private Socrotsry to His Excellency the Viceroy 
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himself .latate in his letter to Mahatma Qandhi ? There is internal evidence 
in that letter that the Viceroy appreciated the attitude that Mahatma 
Gandhi took up in London, and what did Mahatma Gandhi himself say 
in his reply to the Viceroy? I should not like to take up the time of 
the House by reading that portion of the letter. There is plenty of 
eyidence in that letter that Mahatma Gandhi was willing to co-operate 
with the Government juid enquire alike into the Frontier and the United 
Provinces situation, and if he found that the Congi’ess was wrong, he 
said in his letter to the Viceroy, "I will give the right lead to the 
CJongress'*. Here is a leader of a people, a great man who was once 
admitted to the Viceregal Palace in loin cloth, who was entertained in 
London and respected at the St. Jamea’s Palace and on his return to 
India when he asked for an interview, he is told off 

An Honourable Hember: Under a throat. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: My Honoiirable friend says, “under a threat”. 
This is exactly wliat Mahatma Gandhi wrote, and if there is m single 
threat in this letter. T will apologise to the Honourable Mt‘inher. Tvrahaima 
Gandhi wrote : ' 

“If it is not yot too late. T would ask His Kxcellency to r€*i*onsificr his decision 
and 806 me a.^ a friend without imix^sing any conditions whatfioover as to tjie wope 
or subjeet of discu<«sion and I. on mv part, ran promipe that I M-ould shidv with an 
opon mind all the fact*^ that ho might ptit before me. T would nnhe^itntinrlv and 
wfllinglv go to the respective provinces and with the aid of the authorities studv l)oth 
sides of the nuostion and if I came to tho conclusion after such studv that the 
people were wrong and that the Working Co*^mittee includincr nmielf were nvsled 
as to the correct politico and that the Oovernment w'ere right T should have no 
hesitation whatsoever in making that open confession and guiding the Congress arcord- 
ingly.** 

Such is tb*? iindert-akiiig from Mahatma Gandhi to the Viceroy of India. 
Instead of sei/in? that opportunity, instead of trving to create an atmos- 
phere of ?ood will, dictated by Whitehall, by the n(^w defuiut spirit that 
is in Wniitehall, which is not different from the spirit of Mr. rhurchill 
himself, here is Mahatma Gandhi, a leader of a people, worsbipucd by 
the people, a leader wdth a following the like of which the world has not 
yet seen, here is a leader who is told off and then locked up in prison. I 
want the Hononrahle tlie Leader <)f the House to reeommend to the Gov- 
ernment of Inflia to revise their attitude, send for Mahatma Gundhi and 
create the stafits nun ante internment and carry on important conversa- 
tions. However, it must bo borne in mind most clearly that in an at- 
mosphere like, this, bv expediting the reforms, you mav be able to have 
another oleetion next vear, but that election mmH be hovcotted much 
more stTenurm.sIv than the h^f. election was boycotted. It is not the huiry 
or the haste or the waste of reforms that we want. It is the settlement 
of the Indian nuestion that we demand. It has bean rcco‘miscd that 
Mahatma Gandhi is the Right Wing loader of the Congress, not tho Left 
WjnR leader and therefore T would once again tell the Goverriment not to 
fellow the polic\' of rallving the moderates, hanging the extremists and 
rushing the reforms. (Applause.); • 

to. 8. 0. lEitra (Chittagong and Ttajshahi Hivieions : Non-Muhaua- 
madan Rural): Sir, I am opposed to this motion for adjournment because 
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my angle of vision is quite different from that of many others. The time 
has not come for Mahatma Gandhi to be sent for for any settlement. I 
agree with my friend Haji Abdoola Haroon that any Government would 
have done the same thing that this Government has been doing. I ask 
iiiy friends on this side, do tliey seriously expect that a powerful Gov- 
ernment will concede any substantial powers with this little sacrifice and 
suffering that the nation has undergone yet? 1 say you are wrong. I 
say the time will come later on to move a motion like this, and it will 
then be acclaimed by the Government Renehes; Vjut the time has not 
come yet. The nation must show and prf>ve its mettle. Instead of 
moving tliese inotlons, I think we should wait and wait till the real time 
comes, W'hen the nation will prove that they have not been crumpled up 
under the repression. 

An Honourable Member: India is not one nation at all. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: My Honourable fricuid may shout that India is not 
one nation, and my friend Haii Abdoola Haroon was saying that his com- 
munity was anxifius to help the Government to any extent. I sav there 
arc many aihongsl the Hindus as well who are anxious to heh) Gf)veni- 
ment; he need not think that lovallN is a monopolv for lus crommunitv : 

I know of the ininoriticK pact and the selfish motives aefuatinir tlicni and 
their an.xictv to fish in troubled waters: T can Government H at 

there arc people even ninonest the Hindus who will he glad to eo-operate 
with Government. Rut that is not my point. There will of course be 
such men in any nation in tlie world. 

An Honourable Member: Question. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra: As regards Mahatma Gandhi himself, the esteemed 
Leader of the House said that Government reached the limit and ihcv had 
to take strips. What was the limit? He particularlv inontic'ncd two 
pmvinces. the Frontier Province and the Uniti d Provinces. In the 
iVoutior Provinces Khan Abdul Ghaffar Klian was nrre.sted. Win ? Recause 
he refused to go to a dinner or tea partv or to attend a durbar. And the 
situation in a nutHhell. as rc‘:ards tla* T'nited Provinc<‘s. was this: netro- 
tiations were going on; Maliatma Gandhi was coming from Kurland but 
Government took the preto.xt that all the naits about which necf.tiat jrais 
were going on between the (Congress Partv and tiu* Government for the 
year must bo paid before tlu' end t>f the month. If the rents were paid, 
then there remained nothing for these p(H)ple to ne^’“otiate al'iout Men 
like Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru tried their best: wbon the PmvimMal Con- 
fci\‘nce was forbidden in Agra, he agreed himself to postnone it and an- 
nouneed that ho was anxious to go and im‘(‘t Mahatma Gandhi and take 
his advice. The Gimoral Secretary of th<* All-Tndia (^omm'ss Committee, 
Mr. Jawahar Tjal. was arrest t*d and mv Hononr,*»bli» triond th.o Kt'ader of 
the House tells ns that thc^e are the occasions when the limit was reaehed 
and the Government eonld not wait for a fe^^' henrs. wh^^n Mahatma 
Gandhi on bended knees wanted t«> see His F.\f‘elh»nev flu* Vieerov onP* to 
dis('us8~^he did not make it a point that the Ordinances must be suspend- 
ed: he merely wanted to dismiss them, — but that was also denied. 

« 

I BOW come back to the point. T for one do not really boliove that wo 
will gain an^^thing unless the fifibl goes on to a finish. And hero T differ * 
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very much from niy old friend of the Congreee, Mr. Baiiga Iyer. He 
thiulvs that Gandhi, if he was free, would be roaming with 

Xiord Ijothian to settle these terms. The difference is that, what Mahatma 
Gandhi wants is the freedom of the country, which in other words is full 
Dominion Status, and not tinkering with this reform or that reform, for 
which my moderate friends in the Round Table Conference are so anxious. 
That is tlic fiuidaiiii ntal difference between the Congress and the so-called 
co-operators and lu ulerates and liberals. I think, on second considera- 
tion, my friend, Mr. Rauga Iyer, who knows the Congi*es8 as much as 
anybody else knows it will see that until Government yield and come to a 
reasonable frame of mind, this fii^ht will go on. As a matter of fact when 
the Irwin-Gandhi pact came about, the Labour Government in England 
felt that India had proved her mettle, that India had become a nation 
and the time had coino for a real concession, for real Dominion Status. 

Now, as has l)een sai<1, after this new election a reactionary House of 
Commons think they can merelv tinker with the little reforms. Some of 
oiu* friend.s are very anxious to liave provincial autonomy. Do they know 
what is provincial autonomy without responsibility in the centre? 1 
have consulted with s<une Miiiisters, both llindus and Muslims, of my pro- 
vince, who say that in tlie provincial «ixcbequer there is no money. They 
were anxious to do suinething for their people. Free primary education is 
an e.ssential thing for the country, which question had been raised 
decades before by you, Sir, and pei*sistently pressed by the late 
Mr. Gokhale all his life. Dut even this elementurv thing we have not 
been able to gel out of the Goveniment all these years. What is this 
provincial autononn ? It mav be that some of onr friends are very 
anxious to sit in the ]»lace of the FiUropean bureaucrats as Ministers and 
draw Es. 5,0<X) a month, hut how does it nffcjct the interest of the people 
at large? Dut what will happen without responsibility in the centre? 
Without real control in the central finance, what is provincial autonomy? 
I know in my province of Bengal wo get 10 or 11 erorcs, while our people 
pay 40 cnirc.s. The balance goes to the (\‘ntral Exehequer, and Minister 
after Minister was most anxious to do some good for the people. They 
are loyalists and co-operators, but thev sav, those who have real experi- 
ence admit, that tlicrc is nothing in this provincial autonomy with canpiy 
exchequers. Posriblv it mav help some of those friends here to get big 
positions, but for tho nation it means nothing. The other dav I was 
speaking about the question of unemployment. We were fighting, my 
friend, Mr B. Das, will be fighting with tho capitalists, but there is no 
national dividend to he divided : we will all be fighting and as long as this 
fighting goes on it is ccrfai?i that the Britishers will rule over this country. 
Why should they yield*' When the real time comes, and when wc will 
all unite in our self-sacrifice and suffering, then we will prove our worth 
that we are a real nation, and then the time will come for Mahatma 
Gandhi to eornc and R(^ttle. Sir, I am aj^^ainst . such motions. 

SBVoial Honourftbla Mambora: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: I uci'opt tho cloaure. The questjon is that the question 
bo now put. 
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Hie Assembly divided: 


AYES— 48. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz ELhan, Major Nawab. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesarla, Mr. N- N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji,, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhore, The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Clow, Mr A. O. 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Fazal Haq Firacha, Shaikh. 

Fov, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. , 

Oidney, Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry. j 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

G Wynne, Mr. C. W. 

Haig, The Honourable Mr. H. O. 
Howell, Sir Evelyn. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Ha joe. j 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur • 

Sard a r. ! 

L’ll Chand, Hony. CapUiin Iliio Baha- 
dur Chaudhri. 


Maiwood Ahmad, Mr. M 
Megaw, Major Oeiieral J. W. D. 
Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjec, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Nixon, Mr. J. C. 

Noyce, Sir Frank. 

Filial, Mr. N. R. 

Rali'iddin Ahir.ad, i\h.m Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Raghuljir Singh, Kunwar. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rama Kao, Diwan Bahadur Us 
Rau, Mr. F. R. 

R<jy, Mr. S. N. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 

Sahi. Mr. Ram Frashad Naray-in. 
Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott. Mr. J. Ramsiiy. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhiir, Cap- 
tain. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Andulla. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

Wajihiiddin. Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Vamin Klian. Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


I 

NOES-~34. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Biewas, Mr. C. C. 

Dan, Mr. B. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 
Gunjal, Mr. N. Fi. 

Harbana Singh Brar, Sirdar. 
Hari Raj Swarup, I^ala. 

Tara, Chaudhri. 

Jog. Mr. S. G. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Lalohand Navalrai, Mr. 
Lilndhar (’'haudbnry, Seth. 
Miara, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

The motion was adopted. 


MuaZzam Sahib Baluidur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mujunidar. Sardar (». N. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Noo.rv. Mr. K. C. 

F'andit. Riio H.ihadur S K 
Patil, R:io Rnhadiir B. L. 

Rantra Iyer, Mr. C. 8. 

RiistoLii. Mr. Badri Lai. 

Re<ldi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Diwaii Bahadur Harbila.s. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sinjli. Kumar (in])te>h\var Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Fra.<ad. 
Sitaramarajii, Mr. B. 

Sukliraj Rai. Rai Bahadur. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 


Mr. President: Sirdar Harbans Sin^h to n'ply now. 

(Sirdar Harbans Singh walked out witbont replying.^ 

I think he does not want to reply. 

The question which I have now to put is that the House do now 
itdjoum. 

The motion was ncgativt>d. 

The Assembly then adjournt'd till Hleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the 2ud April, i932. 




appendix.* 

'IransLation o] tho spcocU dt^Uvoied m lUaraihi on the i'Jth Mavea, JUfjk,\ 
in the Jjayi^latioe Aa^emuLy, by Mr. iV. U. (lunjal, M. L. A, 

Mr. N. R. Gunjal (Douibay Central Divibiuu: Nun-xViuliainuiadau 
itUi’aij : iSir, 1 nse to oppoae tlic Deiiiand in rebpect ol tlic liomo Dcpail- 
iiient. During tiiu labt two ^oai«, 1 line! that tlie adminiblratioii ot the 
iloiiio Duparliiiciit uL the Government ot India is nut being run satis- 
luctoril^ . Ihe Dome Deparlmenl is responsible lor the proper adiiiinis- 
I rat ion of law and order, but recently the people ot India have eonie to 
know tlie unsatislactor^ adininislratioii oi the Home Department in 
respect oL preserving law* and order in India. Government are ruling 
India, not b^ ordinary laws, but by Ordinances the application o£ which 
has been bad. liespcc table men and women have been sent to jail, useful 
associations have been declared unlawful, and processions and things of 
that kind liavc been dispersed. Sir, I warn the liome Department egainst 
all these abuses of the law. 

JJis Dxcelleuey Cord Irwin, the rx- Viceroy of India, having noticed all 
these abuses (»t law by his o\mi oilieers, and having gauged the deptli of 
public feeling in India, called Mahatma Gandhi for consultation and 
entered with him into a pact, now known as “Gandhi-irwin l^act". This 
pact of His H-xeellency Lord Irwdii as well as liis good qualities of heart 
were mueli appreciated by the general public. In view' of the conciliatory 
policy of the Govermmuit. Mahatma Gandhi agreed to go to London and 
lepreseiit the (’ongress view at the Hound Table Conference there. But 
no sooner In? (naiK* hack to India, tlie Home lX*partment issued orders to 
arrest him and pul him under lock and key. The mischief caused by the 
Rome Departmini does not c*nd there, 'rhey issued orders for the arrest 
of revered and renowned leaders like Pandit Jaw'aharlal Nehru, Subhash 
('liandra Pose, Vallabhbhai l^itol, Vithalhhai Patel, Bhopatkar, Karandikar, 
Gokhio, Masurkikr M:iharaj and several others. Sir, all these go to show 
that tliere is somewhere something wrong with the administration of the 
Ronu^ Department. Wo, on this side. Sir. feel that it is a zooloonii 
administration and that «all demands for the Home Department should be 
cut down, as the Di partment has failed entirely to preserve the neeessary 
peace, and order in tlie land, according to the country’s desire. 

The supt'rior Ihuopean officials arc not permanent residents of India, 
bat we, Indians, are thr. permanent residents liere. This fact mii.st not 
be forgottim. 'I’he Kuropeans, wdio eat the salt of India, are now per- 
secuting Indijms. This attitude of the Government is a sign of their down- 
fall. It sliould he nunemhered that no Govt'rnnu'nt. w’hn ruled Delhi 
enjoyed the throne for a long time, while persecuting tlicir suhjeids. Look 
at the ancient history of the Delhi Empire? Government should pay hoed 
fo the events of historv. Bhagwan Shri Krishna has said in the Gita: 

“.IdAf jate ftttdhi ani mag jafe raiya'\- “The man loses his reason first, then his 
Kingdom.*’ 

The Kauravas, w’ho were at one time ruling Delhi lost their kingdom 
f'ecause they perpetrated several crimes, inflicted zulum on the subjects, 
^nd persecuted and pr(')seciited sages and saints and convicted men of 

*Vidp page 2321 of those Debates. 

( 2849 ) 
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light and leading. There is another exaiuple of Kavauu. Duiiug the 
reign of Kavaua, several atrocities took place with the result that there 
appeared on earth the incarnation of llama to clestro^V Jlavana. 

At present, Oidinance iiia/ is going on, and ( ioveiuinenl aiu persecuting 
several sages and saints, — men like Masurkar AJaharaj and Panehgonkar 
Maburaj. \nJu) is called llamdas — and the }oinigtM generation lor notJiing. 
-What does this indicated It appears tiiat tlio talents and r(‘asoris of the 
officials of the Home Hepartmeni of the Government of India have desert- 
ed them and if the Home Jlepartmont carry on administration without 
tact, skill and tah nts, Government will Ijave to suffer eoiisequenees and 
will rcptuit for all such acts. 

The bureaucracy should remcniber that in case we get the powers in 
our hands wt* will not fail to retaliatij against tlic^-e i»ad acts of tlu^ Gov- 
ernment. The British promises of peace and protection. hktcn and 
safet\, have now lii-oken down; and it ^hould he remembered th.al the 
time is not far off, when such repressions will lead to n'volution. With 
these words, ] support tin* mr>tion refuse tlio ('utire Demand'^’ in respect 
of the Home Departiiumt, on account of its utter failun- to preserve law 
and order in tin- ecumtrv Ij\ their misliandling of tin* pn-senl p(diti(f.e 
situation. 


ih not r.\ew*din^ R.s. 5,48,000 j^ninted to thft (Jovernor (Sene*:*! 

t’ouTicil to defray tko GiargeH which will roine in course of payinont diirint:, die 
endifo/ !li«5 3lst M;»rrh. in rospec-f. fif ‘Home T)e]»artnien1/.” 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the C^oiincil House at 
Kleven of the Clock, Mr. Pres<iclcnt in the Chair. 


state:men.t of business. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : Perhaps it 
may be for the convenience of the House if T make a brief statement about 
the state of Ciovornment business and the probable date on which the 
session can be terminated. Goveniment have examined the state of 
business carefully, and they feel that unless something can be done to 
lighten the programme, it looks as if the greater part of the next week 
will bo occupied in the discussion of the various Bills and Resolutions. In 
view of that fact, they have come to the conclusion that it is desirable to 
postpone fiudher consi<loration of the Bill for the protection of the sugar 
industry until the September session. That is a Bill on which there are 
a ninnbi'r of amendnumts, the discussion of which might take up several 
hcMirs of the time of the House. Therefore, I should like to say that we 
shall h(^ rcadv to :i(a*ept the motion which has hecn already moved by my 
Honourable friend Afr. Sykes that the further consideration of the Bill be 
pos-tpoiK'd until the September session. Ordinarily there would be very 
strong o])jections to following this course in the case of any Bill designed 
for the protection of an industry because the industry would in ordinary’ 
r*ircumstance<# be deprived of the protection which it was proposed to give 
it. But ill this case the diitv which will be iu force for the next twelve 
months is per cent, higher owing to the surcharge than the duty pro- 
posed to be. fixed by the Bill, and therefore the sugar industry will not in 
any way he pro judi(»ed by the postponement of the Bill. Tf tliat is< done, 
^lovta-nment hone th.-d it will ho possible O') finish the ]U'ogramme of work 
by Wednesdav, the fith. T sliould like to take this opportunity to mention 
that on Tuesday, the nth of April, a statement wdll be made on behalf of 
the Education, Health and Lands Department at< to the result of the work 
of the recent mission to South Africa, and ns T understand there is a gen- 
er.-d f(*eling that flu* Ih^use wonkl like tt> liavt' an opfu^rtnuity of disciis- 
•^ing this statement, riovernimait propose to put. down a purely formal 
motion that the statement made may be taken into consideration so that 
Arembers may have an opportunity of expressing their views after they 
have heard tho statement. Finally, Honourable Members are aware that 
ihore is on the paper a motion by my Honourable friend, Sir Prank Noyce, 
that the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act for 
certain purposes be referred to a Select Committee. The House is also 
aware that yesterday two further Bills have been introduced, also arising, 
as this Bill arose, out of the recommendations of the Haj Committee. It 
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would obviously la* (*ouveuieiit if Ihrst* two Bills could be rc lVrriHl to tlip. 
same Select Committee, that will consider the tirst Bill, and therefore if 
the House think that that is a reasonable course — and I shall be p;lad to 
discuss^ v.’ith Party Leaders durin," the course of the day to ascertain their 
views on the point— in that ease motions would be put down to refer these 
two Bills also to the same Select Committee. I hope that what I have 
said will s^atisfy the House that it is the desire of the Govenunent to meet 
the convenience of "Mombers and to do what lies in their power to expedite 
the business so that the session may not be unduly ])roloTi"ed. 


S;n\\TEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Subsidy paid Koii thk Mait. ^^OTOR Servick bktwkkv SAf.EM \m> Airnir;:. 

Mr. T. Ryan (Director General, Posrfs and Telegraphs) : T lay on the 
table the information ])romised in reply to starred question No. 748 asked 
bv Afr. T). K. [.ahirl C’haudhury on the lllh Mar*h. 1082. 


(fi) Yes. 

(6) Ye^. 

The ;in anuenitiit'! iiunlr l.y the Sup^riTitotuleiit were of ;i temponirv nntiiro in 
order avnid Lreak flnw ii in ilu* tren.sjMirt of niail.s, nnd ( Juverimieiit are sati,-. 
fied that aerion in special eireiiin.stanees is justifialdo. 

(^/) Strictly >peaking the anlhority ot the Uostma.ster-dmeral was necessary, llmui^h 
it was not ohtaiiied liy the Superintendent: lait for the reison <*xplained in the leply 
to part (r- aho’cr flovernrneic do not ron.ddcr that thi- '.iso neeessitatr.s any •iction 
again-' that offioer. 


Pw uT- 'Dt i Ti!ii < .vt> 10 i-ini rK\T. rrr iv tuf.ir Pay, 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig (Horne Member) : T lay on the table 
the information promised in reply to parts (n) and (d) of starred question 
No. 87r» nsked by ^^r. I). K. Tinhiri Cbnudhurv on the 16th Februaiw. 1982. 


With iet'erenre u^ tie* ’’eply given to .^tarred (piestion No. 375 on the I 6 II 1 Feh 
ruary 1932. I have to sa*. liai there nv'* 404 Tieeord Sorters and Dnffrie^ employed ir. 
tho Government of India Secretariat and it«« attaehed and subordinate offiees. Gf 
these 27 are in reeeipt of pay of over R.< 40 a montli. 


Ot*d Record Sorters, Jrmadarr and Peons retained tn the Government 

OF India Secretariat. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster (Finance Member) : I lay on the 
table the information promisA^d in reply to starred question No. 748 asked 
by Mr. Muhammad Anwor-ul-Azim on the 9th March, 1932. 


(c) Ye? ; there are eight, in all. 

•'A) There no compulsory ago oi aervieo limit, for retirement- in their rase.* I^li^ 
ness for the work of their grade is the sole criterion for their retention. 
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Appointment of Muhammadans in the Kailway Audit Services. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I lay on the table the informa- 
tion prornisofl in rcjply to unstarrcxi qu(‘stions Nos. 219 and 220 ashed by 
Klun^ Krdiadm- Ilnji Wm jihiiddin (m the ‘i.-hd Marfdi, 19:'>2 

219. uuMibcr of riaai holcliiiir |M*rriiarjf*iil (incliidinfr proN-i.-^iojial) appoint 


in «a< li (it iln* iLtiiway Audit S«mvi'(‘ .i> foll<jv..' ; 

(/) A.s8i.stant Audit OffiCor.s . . . . . . 17 

(ii) Senior Aiiditor.s ... ..... oS 

(iii) .lunior Auditors ........ 4(5 

(iv) Clerks : 


^)(•(ail.^ ni* lilt* di>triljulioii i.r‘ posU as between pernianeni and lu.'.ip' - 
rary and grades I and II arc not immediately available. Totnl 

number (jf clerks in seiviro (ui 31st Def ember 1931. wa.-. 393. 


{ 0 ). 

(i) above . . ........ Nil 

(tt) above .......... 2 

(m) above .......... 2 

(ti;) above 42 


220. ((/) I’lie pidp'U t ion di' hm ruii ..i r<'iuiminit ies i> bein^ strictly 

}((lh(*rcd to I'Otli t’nf proba . iniiai y aiiditdi H .,n0 tor di.ik.*.. Similarly on rodii'’tioii of 
posts llie irfs«'ribi‘d ratio has boon observ«*»l in discharjiin^X ^‘taff. 

(b) No, berati>e when poMs are beitn: redmetl atid .<.taft reriiMuhed ni. super- ’ 
niiiiierarv appoint ruents can jv^ssibly be madi*. 

Appointmf.nt r»F Sikhs in the .Audit Office, Indivn Storks Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I lay on the table the information 

promised in reply to st-arred que-^ion No. 72:1 ashed by Snrdnr Sant Sinj^h 
nil the 9th Artu’eli, 1982. 


\n) None. 

.Appoint nic'.r - tn post.*; nf Account. mt .oc inatic t hicfly l-v piMnu titci tr< tu 
(I rrk.N who ha\<* ini.iliticd i»y p.!.-«.iuu^ llic Snlcirdni.tii' A'Ci.iint- Scrvi(c Kxamin.ition. 
and occasionally by <lir«'<’t recruitment. In the oflice ••t' the .Vudiror Ccr.cral. none 
of the Sikli elerk'5 i*.- (jualified for *juch pn-nioth n. In the .\iidif dthce. Indian. Siotes 
Department, tluuo is one junior Sikh « lerk who ha> now pixi d the Snl>iudinate 
Acroimts Se»vire exatniiiat ion and his rkiiin for T»r(iin<uion wdl be (on.'-idered in his 
turn. 


fr) The total strength is 
and the provincei they l^elont; 

102. 
to are 

'File eleuieiir.s 
;;iven 1 elow 

of Hindii.s. AInhannnad.ms 

and Sikhs 

— 

Hindus. ' 

1 

Muhamaduns. J^ikhs. 

Total 

Bengal . . , . 

. 

1 48 

• • 

48 

Bunjnb 

. 

16 

2 ; « 

28 

Belhi ... 

. 

2 

13 

ir. 

Madras ... 



• • 

0 

United Provinces . 

• 

. • 1 

i 

2 

2 


17 6 r 97 


74 
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Disposal op Appeals by the Inspeotino Offioeb, Military Lands an® 
Cantonments, Northern Command. 

Mr. O. M. Young (Army Secretary) : I lay on the table the iniormslaon 
promised in reply to parte (5) to (/) of starred question No. 869 asked by 
Khan Bahadur Haji Wajiliuddin on the 18th March, 1932. 


{^) The General Officer ror!imaiidinj|r.in-(,"hief . Northern T'oininand, himself nassAQ 
orders on appeals. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the nef^ative and the answer 
to the second part in the affirmative. 

(e) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 


Schools for Children of Railway Employees at Gorakhpur. 

Mr. P. B. Rau (Financial Commissioner, Railways) : I lay on the table 
the information promised in reply to unstairod que^ion No. 115 :»sked by 
ifr. X. R. Gimjal on the Itli March, 1982. 


(o) Yes. 

(6) (i) to (ivi. .At (lonikhpur the Hen^'al and North-Western Kailwa\ rifliuiiii.^tra- 
tion have provided two .'schools for the children <>f their Indian employees; one is a 
Hoys’ s<?hool toachin;: up to the 6ih Anglo-Veniacnlar C’la.ss and the other a Girls’ 
Kindei'garten sohnnl. The-^ two s<*hooli were provided for the benefit of staff living 
near the Locomotive Work. shop.'* which are at some di.'itanre from ilie city in whiol\ 
numerous .'«chol.i<f ie in.'^t it ui ion.'< are available for children of other railway >tafl‘. The 
number of children of India;) ejj.ployees attending fhi-.^e two .^rhofd.s i.- ?2C. 

(v) Yes. 

(vi) "1 he Bengal an»l North W(?.<terii Railway contrihute Ks. 100 per inen.sein to tlio 
Boys* .school and riirL,’ .«<hool, a.nd Re. 225 per meni^rn to the Railway .«chool at 
Gorakhpur for 'he children of K)iropr«aii and .\nglo Indian employee.'!. 'Vhe Raih\:>y 
al.so contributes R.«. 200 per mensem to .'Schools in flie city whieh are attended hy 
children of Indian tMnplnyee'!. 

(vii) Yes. 

(c) It i«! iiTider.'^tof «d tliat R.iilw.av* si'hf»^ds ha\e been pnivided where t’ct* l.- ik of 
educational facilitie.s has made this ne.re.<sary. 

id) Does no^ ari.!:e. 


He.m) Draftsman, Loco. Headquarters Office, North Western RAiLWAy. 

Mr. P. E. Eau: I lav on the table the information promised in reply 
to unstarrod question No. 236 asked by Lain ‘Rameshwar Prasad Bagla on 
the 23rd March. 1932. 


(u) The reply is in the negative. 

(h) It is faet that he was previously a tracer and then a phot«graph‘H’ in ^ 
Publicity Branch of the Hei.dquarter.H office. Tt is, however, not a fact thst * 

never worked on the boardn. Tie does .*«> now when urgency demandj^ an 
the major portion of work done by the staff employed under bim. 

(e) Doee not arise. 



THE SUOAB INDUSTRY (PRCmSCTION) BILL— contd. 

Mr. President: Further consideration of the motion that the Bill to 
)rovide for the fostering and development of the »ugar industry in British 
ndia, as repprted by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration, 
ind the amendment of Mr. Sykes that the consideration of the Bill be 
) 08 tponed to the September Session. 

Mr. B. Das (OrisF^a Division: Non -Muhammadan) : Although the 
Leader of the House in his statement about tlie work before the House 
las said that he would bo quite willing to postpone the debate on the Sugar 
Industry (Protection) Bill, we on this side . of the House are in no 
tnood to postpone the passing of this Bill till the next session. I 
io not know if my Honourable friend, Mr. Sykes, was of that 
Dpinion. Had his desire been to postpone the debate till the next 
session, he would not have discussed the whole aspect of the Sugar 
Indiislrv (Protection) Bill and gone into it- in such great detail, 
us be did yi‘sterda\ . T!y going in detail into the interests of the agricul- 
burists and other interests, he showed that he bad in hi^ mind that his 
motion would not bo accepted by this House. One point to which I want 
to draw the attention of the Leader of the House regarding the motion of 
iiiy friend. Mr. Sykes, is that the nex< ^ugar season will commence some- 
whoi’e in September next, and those who want to avail themselves of the 
sugar cn^p ru' must orebu* tlu ii* niju-bin«*r\ . nd plant in 19M2 by 

September next. The Bill is not controversial at all and although there 
are certain amendments placed before the Hoiis-e to enlarge the scope of 
the Bill, to giv*‘ more protection 1o tbi* agricultural intorestf; and also to 
safeguard the thumcial intemsts of the CTOvemment of India, there is 
nothing controversial in the Bill which will neeess<itate the postponement 
of the consideration of this Bill till the next session. Of course, I under- 
stand the situation; the riovenunent are prG?#scd for time, and the House 

Muxiou'; to adjfnivii. Rut the <ngar interest in fie* country will be put to 
a disadvantage. .Vnother thing about this amendment is this. The motion 
is that the Bill should be postponed to the September session. Suppose 
the Government holds a session in June. Will this not be brought up 
then? There, is a prc:»vision that if the report of a Select Committee is not 
taken into consideration within six months^, it gets lost. What will happen 
then? Sr» much about the amendment of my h*umd, Mr. S'ykes. I do not 
know whether T shall be in order in making observations on the mein 
niotion at this stage. 

Mr. President: You can do so at thi» stage. 

Mr. B. Das: Thank you, Sir. T was observing yesterday that I whole- 
beartedlv support the motion before the House, that the Bill to protect 
^he sugar industry should be taken into consideraiion. and it will be un- 
graceful on the part of this House to postpone it to another session be- 
cause we will not hear the sweet melodious voice of my Honourable friend 
Boorg#- Baiiw then. This is the last protection Bill which he has 
introduced into the House, and ho had advocated it so well in the excel- 
lent speech tliat he made yc'sterdnv. It will bo graceful to see him com- 
plete his^work before he leaves the shores of India and when he does so, 
will remember that he has supplied more sweets to the people of 
Tndin by giving protection to sugar. My Honourable friend the Leader of 
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tlie Kouse pointed out that the Select Committee has amended clause 3 
o£ the -Bill so that not only shall protection be given to the sugar industry 
lip to tlu‘ day of Maridi, 1938, but. it also ))roposos that an inquiry 
should b(' instituted to extend the scheme of protection up to the Slst day 
of Mai’i'h. IIUO. I was oiio of those wlio differed in th(» Select Committee 
and was a^^ainst that amendment. It means that the present House has 
no confidence in the Legislature that will come up in 1938. I consider 
the protection scheme is siudi that in seven years any sugar factory that 
will h(‘ installed in India will not only deriv(‘ large bencdlt hut will recover 
even tiie total capital invested on the plant. T do not exactly agree with 
my fri.aid ]Mr. Sykes’ analysis of the amount of protection givaai to tlio 
sugar Industry slating that it is excess protection. T think the amount 
is al»‘tMd\ :i litlh' iu ex(H‘ss, than is inua'ssary. 'While Ihis advantage is 
given to the sugar industry, why is it tliat this TjCgislaturo slionld tie the 
hands of those who will bo IMombors of this House in 1938 and that will 
bo a different TIouse. Tt will be a completely popular ITouse. Why should 
we be suspicious of the popular House in 1938 and tie their hands? That 
is tlie auiendment introduced in the Select Committee', and T want the 
danse to stand as it was in the original Bill. 


Till) Tariff Board in its recoiiiiiicndations lias iwo inLcrc^ls in mind, 
not oniv to see India self-supporting regarding its sugar requirements, 
lull it Tilso w.inled that tlie interests of tiie agricult urist< should he Ixirne 
in mind. 1 feel soir\ thak my Honourable, colleagues in the Select Com- 
mittee did not look into that aspect of the questiou. Because of that, 
]\Ir. i\liira and I were forced* to append separate minutes of dissent draw- 
ing the attention of the llou.se to the fact that tlie jirovisions of the Bill 
do not completely safeguard the interests of tlie agrieult mists, and with 
that tnd in view there are certain amendments winch I liop»* the Jlous.' 
will considn and llu' House will a|;prove. We had am|)l(* o|)portnnilv >0 
discuss ’hat aspect '»f tlie (|ueslion witli Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya, the 
A'ice- President of the Imperial Council of Agncnltural licsi'areh. and tlie 
recomnieiidat iiai of the Tariff Hoard w.-is that Us. leii lakhs per annum 
w'oiild he provided to that (’ounciJ so that tliey could carry out researches 
on sugarcane produced in different jirovinccs. My llonourahle friend the 
Header of the. House pleaded lina-ncial difficulties yi'stcrday and Covcrii- 
ment was not in a mood in the Sclcad rominitteo to eoncode Es. 10 lakhs 
per ;.nniim from the date lliis Bill is emu'ti'd intf> an Act, hut in the 
rpinnte of dissent my friend ^Mr. Mitra and T liave suggested that iher/ 
should he a cess duty o?i siyirnr on the output, basis. There are cotton ci*ss 
duties, l.-u* cess and tea cess. Why should there not he a eess sugar 
factories on the production basis? Let this 10 lakhs l>e realised from th'^ 
sugar manufacturers and let it be spent for the benefit of the agih'ulturist 


T am glad that my Honourable friend Sir Fa/d-i-Husain i- hriv 
At pi'^'sent thf 5 Imperial (Vuncil of Agricultural Boseareb spends all 
uionev in Madr.as and in Bombay. The Bombay Government is Ycr} 
ri<^*h. If has grjt its cane farm at Manjeri over which it spends huge sumj 
of rnonev f.Li JJonourahIn Mrwhfir: “The Madras Govemm'^nt if^ 
rich’*.) Tbe Madras Government derive the highest revenue among f ® 
Provimfuil Go\ r ' nments, Tt is the only solvent Government. ^ 

the money is .spent on the experimental farm at Coimbatore and in the 
Bombay Presich ncy. I do not think that the Tariff Board intended th® 
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all the money should be spent on the provinces of Bombu;^ ;uid Madras. 
Bengal, Orissa and other provinces should also be looked after. Every-, 
body kncws that the U. V. has got large cane growing areas, so have 
Madras and Bombay. I suggest that this ten lakhs of rupees should be 
realised by cess (lut\ from the sugar manufacturers and it should bo spent 
on provinces on a population basis by starting cane farms, and these cane 
farms sliould bi^ started in evor\ division of the province, so that the 
poorest agruMiIturist should have access to these experimental cane farms. 
Evervl)0<i\ knows, tiie climate of Bengal and of Orissa is quite different 
from till* clinKUc of Ibliar or that of the Tnitcd Provinces. The rainfall, 
th(' humidity, tlu* soil. clc.. diffrr and sugar-cane df.c> not 'jtdw in that 
richness and a.bundance as in the dry climate of Ihe United Provinces. 
So to-day t]u,‘ pCilicy of the Tm])er!;il Council of Agricultural Piesearch has 
boon to place the rich provinces in this respect' all along in a favourable 
position, Bombay, the United Provinces and Madras enjoy most 

favoured treatment wlieroas in equity the funds should be primarily spent 
on areas where there are no sugar-cane farms at present, and mv sugges- 
tion is that in every three or four districts there «:hould ho a novernment 
tvxpcrimciii a I fai’Ui c]*tatcd mr of ihcsc in laklw mI" laiiaa-, ;hai will be 

allotfed for flic d‘‘yolopmeut of sul^Mr-^*ane farms. Of course the Tariff 
Board rceonnnended. and the- Acndcultural (Snnei! approved of it. that 
pari of ibi'* m('»uc\ should he ^pent on a sugar research institute. That 
doi^s not ludp the ]ioor man and that does not help the agriculturist at 
all. Th;,t helps the sugar manufacturers of the ccamtrv. and for that 
\\]i\ sliJiuhl ilicrc not he another cess besides this 10 lakhs of rupees which 
they will contribute 'for the benefit of the agriculturist? 

'riieu tlu-n^ is tlic other interest whieli has been brought up before 
the llo;o(‘ al\\a\s lhav c.nx profoi*t‘vc sidiem.* that 's introduced for the 
henclil oi iuduslricv, should i* »nducc to the intt'ri^sts of India as a whole 
also. lu thr Select (’ommillco that aspect of tlu* (piestion was discussed, 
hnl s<im«‘h >\\ Members cor’d )u>t come b* an agreement althongh the 
p.arlicnlar anuMuhnent that I have sent in ft>r licensing each sugar coin- 
pans in the interest, .f India was •wen diafted wiili the h*‘l]'» <'f the 
(lovermiieiit ilraftsman. M’*. Miicdudl. I <ln hope that the TTouse will 
.‘U*c*eT)t m\ ameihlineni when it will he nawaMl in oi'der that ’he gri\atest' 
rivals in ihe sugar indnsiry of Tndi.i at nresenl-, wlu> are tlic .favanese and 
fh(' [)ui"]i people. ’\lu» :u ureseni. produce sugar at a cost o? jess than 
Rs. I :i -wl. and h]*']ig it d>wvn to th*'* Indian ('-sasts. and th-'^n we buv 
sugar at lU. 12 a ewi . i i.av n *t r^aip :ui undue advantage; and if this 
proieetivc larilT goe^; .-igain^t tlu' Direh urodiutus. then they \\in nrohahly 
dismatUle i heir sn- ']- f:ict*>rifv in J.ava aiui hisial! them in the T\ V and 
<Tlu‘r si!/.!!*-pr.xhu‘iog 'oia-s and thus defeat the pnv]K'se of tlr*s protective 
ineasnnr Tlua'^-fore in ih:U amendment which I wish to moyo later on 
T have smrgested tliai. I lie Uovennnont s}ii)nld introduce a system of licenses 
wlua-ehv iluw will eonirol heeii'^in's as to (lieir (»(Mintiy or (^r’g'n and as to 
wheihor ihev Itave Indiim interesls primarily at heart. 

Sir. one thing Ihai is ?io\\ .inpaient is the diniini.'iliinij returns of the 
( ION rrmmmt.’s »Mi.-.tonis receipts «»\ving to tlu'se fuvneetive measures. At 
prestmi sugai* is bringing inb» Ute coffers of my Fhniourable friend the 
Uinanee IVhunbirr Rs. II eroii's. As time will go on, India will produce 
tdl this sugar and the ciisloms revenue, will go down by 11 crores. Then 
how does this (lovenunent or its successor hope to carry on? So a system 
of taxation ought to be devised with the assistance, of the profits which 
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this or any other industry receiving protection derives and the Government 
must get a share of that. In the past the Govermnent have had recourse 
io levying an excise duty, and there is an actual rumour in the country 
that Cioverniiionl are thinking seriously of levying an excise duty on the 
cotton mill products. Sir, lor 20 years or more we resisted the underlying 
policy ol! (jiuvernment lev^ung an excise duty on cotton yam and cotton 
piecegoods, which had been imposed at the instance of Lancashire, and 
we did not like any in\ idious taxation, a sort of poll tax or jhijhia on every- 
body', on t'veiv consumer. Tf excise duties are to be again imposed by 
the Government, the best melliod is — 1 know the Govermnent are not 
getting sufficient income-tax out of the investors* class, who are deriving 
large protils, and the Government and the industry must share the profits 
to a certain extent 

Seth Haji Abdoola Harcoii (Sind : ^ruhammadan Ilural) : Your pro- 
posal would only apply to the caso of the sugar industry and not to any 
other kind of industry? 

Mr. B. Das: To every industry that gets Government protection. 
Therefore T have tabled an amendment wbieb T }io|)e Honourable Arem])ors 
hav«‘ read, that after two y(»ars. every sugar factory must prepare balance 
sheets, a profit and loss account, and must submit it to tbo Government, 
and if a ])aii:icular industry makes a profit of more than 6 per cent., the 
surplus urofit will be shared by tlie Government and the investors, and 
r ask tlu* (kni'rninent to sliare the surplus ]’)rofits to the f‘xt<'nt tliat thev 
[lave given llu ]n*('>te(t ion to that particular industry. Thereby the investors 
will pay and not rbe consumer, becavi.se at ]a’esont it is the bard lot of 
:he consumer, the poorer classes especially, that tlu‘y always pay more and 
the richer classes escape scot free : and if Government and the House 
accept my suggestion, it is the investors' class that will pay. Now my 
friend, Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon, interrupt rd nu’. Surely be knows 
here are sugar factories in India that are driving 20 to 30 per cent, 
irofits, and from reference in the address of His Excellency the Viceroy 
’jO this Assembly one can gather that already 18 factories are going to be 
nstalled. Aly friends of the capitalist class are shy' of investing their 
noney unless they derive fat dividends. The consumer is already paying 
ligb prices on sugar. Why should the consumer pay' more, as will happen 
f the Government decide to put an excise duty on sugar on the production 
lasis? So let it come out of the surplus profit^. Thereby' Government 
hould get an adequate share of the profits. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Only from the sugar or also from an 7 
►ther industry receiving protection? 

Mr. B. Das: T have in mind every protective industry. Sir, these arc 
ome of the observations T have to make at this stage and T support the 
notif«n of my Honourable friend, the Tjcader of the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoolal : Order, order. 
Irdinarilv the procedure adapted by the. Chair is that when a dilatory 
imendment is proposed as in this case, the on’ginal motion and the nmend- 
hent are both allowed to he discussed together, so that it would be open 



286» 


THE SUOAB INDUSTRY (pROTEOTION) BILL. 

to every Honourable Member to give reasons why he opposes the amend* 
iTient aufl wishes the House to the original motion. On the present 
occasion the Leader of the House has ( xplained his position, that he is 
willing to MCee})( the dilatory motion in order to expedite the business 
before tln^ Honsi*. Tla*. House is entitled to decide, apart from the ques- 
tion of expediting the work before the Assemf)lv, whetlier they wish to 
discuss this in full in all its aspects. [}' there is a general feeling in the 
House that the suggestion of the Loader of the House should be accepted 
thi‘n thr ia*sl couvst* would be to deal in the first instance with the 
iiinondinonl only. I should like 1o know what the general feeling in the 
House is in that resp(?ct. (Some IJonourahle Members: “No postpone- 
ment**, “No post ponemcnl” : Sonir other Thmoviahle Memttrrx: “Post- 
pone**. “Post pone.**) 

(At this stage. ,\lr. Arthur jihxjre rnsc to his feet.) 

Mr. President: Do you wish to say anything on this aspect of the 
(iiirstimi. Mr. Monro? 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : Enroponnl ; 1 wms desiring. Sir, to say 
tl.at. we wniild like to sof* yonr suggestion adopted that w(' should iinnie- 
(l':iti‘ly <h (*ide the aniendnumt before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Thrahirn PiahiintoolaL As the view 
o> I 111' I fnijM- *. n<'l eh ar. 1 should like to ascortnia exactly what the- 
f- ' iii]:: ^Vill thi'x- f ImHuirahlc Mionlx'rs who are in favour of postponing 

tile discii-^<ii<|i oi‘ Ihf 1^‘I] till Se])trrnb('r please rise in their seats. (Some 
Members 'riu»s(* against this view wdll now rise in their seats. 

(Sdine Meinhcrs Oise.i As the division is about equal. T will allow both 
file original motion and the amendment to be discussed together. 

Kunwar Raghubir Singh (Agra Division : Non-AIuhanuuadan PiUvaL : 
Sir. I wisli In I'ongrat ulatc the (kjvernim'nt in general and the Hoiiourabh' 
tin- Leafier n| thf Honsc in particular for bringing this Bill before the 
House in the inieri'sts of the sugar industry in the eoiintry. Sir. th'» 
HovenniMiu 'jen('rall\. as we know, .are slow to ]»roeeed. When there was 
:i f|Uestinn of put tile.; a dut^ on the iin]>ori <>f wheat. the\ did not agree 
I'lii, hut when wo flefeatc'd the ( h^veninieni . the\ w t‘re I’oi’ci'd to U?vy 
hiMt dinv. So, Sir. as yon have yonrsi'lf said this .-unendinent has heen 
‘le.scrihed as a dilatniw UK'tion and 1 wish lo o|>po.st* ii. heeause our country 

evsentiallx an agricnlt nral (ajiintrx and the interests of tlie agriculturists 
should alwaxs he kepi in view. When T oppose the amendment and 
support till' original motion, it is on two grounds. In the lirst place. 1 
^tippnrl till' original motiem in the interests of the ciiltivatc'»r himself. 
I'onnerix. xvlien puUeetion xva.- ]»roposed. the burden of that protection 
it'^ed to fall on the poor ])eopl(\ but noxv tlie ca.se is t^tlterxvisc. Tn this 
cojineetion, I would quote the (example of steely paper, cement and 
The. proti'ction on these, articles fell on the poor people, but 
fins proha-tion which has noxv been profiosed will not fall on the poor people 
l'‘‘eause Ibex generally use tjur and not white sugar. So, Sir, as I said* 
file benefit of the ]^rotection will be for the enltivator and will not fall on 
Ike jioor [»oopk;. Secondly, tny province, the Ihiited Pnivinces of Agra 
•^nfl OudK is a large sugar-producing province. Half the area of the whole 

India which is under sugar cultivation is in the United Provinces. So. 
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‘Sir, if no proiootion is given as is proposed in the present Bill, the fac 
tories will he closed down and only gur will be produced. In that case 
the price* ef gur will fall very low and it. will Iiit the cultivator. Oultiva 
tors arc p»h)r ])eople and even by the fall in the price of gur they canno 
be benefited b(*canse now there is a tondenev to increase* the eullivatio 
of snirar-cane, as (liey think that there is sonii* benefit in that. So. Sii 
in tile interests of the consumer also the protective duty will be beneficial 
Sir, T said in ibe beginning that the Oewermnent. an* slow . they a(*t lik 
an t'leplianl. The elephant does not move unless it is goaded. So. Sir 
we liave been seeing since last year that the Cuwcrnniont d<» not nM»\( 
unless they are pressed to do s<'». I have road Persian literatim*, and the* 
speak highly tlu* JiiJ?}} and hnrfUmri (patience) of the elephant. But ii 
this casr tlu* >]{wv moving is :i •ting tile cultivators; in file land and s( 
I want I'd to eongratnlate the riovornmi*n1 for bringing this m(*asnre l)ef«>r« 
the ITonsi*. d’lu* somier it is passed, the Inciter if W'il) bj‘ for tho consii 
niers and tlie cultivators of sugar. On ihi‘se tut' grounds. I v:n])pori !li. 
Bill and <^pposc the anu'udnien^ of tin* nonoura])le Mr. SvkO'-. 

Mr. G. Morgan (Bengal: European): Sir. I must say that 1 tail i«» s(« 

\vli\ there slionld ho any ])ostponemont of iliis inoasnro. If it is on tin 

(jiiesrion lU' rime, that is another matter; but from tlio point <»1‘ vanv cl 
exp( diencN . I tliink ilie im*asnre slionld bi' pr(v*ecdtvl wilb. F do not think 
any point !ia^ iu'cn br »iiglif forwanl b\ my IFonourabh* frii'iid .Mr. Svko' 
l)y whieli tlie po.^tpoiicineni of this measure wotiKl do -any g u-d at all. 
Tf it is til" (piestion of reducing tbe rale of duty, I do noi ibink iliai 
a point ’.N'liicl! is in favour of tlie (taut* grnwci* bccansi* if *lic diif\ is. re- 
duced. I ta!w- it. tliat tbe factories tuid the buyers of eaiir would nanirall\ 
in tile o]'dinary eirenmstanees offer a lower pricj for tlie e.ain*. \n\\ . Sir. 
T do Mot intend to give up tlu* Bill Hu* Tariff B(»nrd’s report has defi- 
nitely st,;le(i eert.ain points with regard to flu* burden on tlu* eon-sunier and 
in their repoi't on page t)2 they say tliat : 

“More tlum //.o is in fljc Inwn. innrr qur tTam mih.c is iMii.a.ind 

in the vi]l;e.;e'. FIk* pMa* Agi i Mill rMn-nne-s vi*’*y liillo .-^iigar and . m" i ii i ])««! hon 

of consunihlion (»l sug.ir tn i.-t far greator in ihf ca t* nf tlu* \vt*ll i.i if* ti'. ii ■)l' 

poorer rln.s.«:e.«. ” 

^Fv FFononrable friend wdu) v;poke last ])nt the case forward that tlu* i(Uol‘ai 
will not fab «)n the eonsniner, ;nvl tlieia* is lU) doubt that tin* cain \\ib 
Rccruc tf> agriculture. With regard b) wli.at ni\ lloiHnirable fi'em! ^f'■- 
B. Dm'* sairl about tlie (uss on factoric?.-. In* seem.-, to ff>rge’ dia* ‘lio 
fcetorii's onl\ f)fW)rliiee abfiiit 10(),0(K1 tons .nid lbe\ are exi eidi d I-* 

diice s(an"lbing lik'e 20().f)l)0 b/iis befoia* tile end of 1032-33. Tlu* gHr and 
othor ^-ugar makers. *.ebi(;}i does not irndiide refined sugar, ai*** ex[>cctccl 
to prodiK-c ^oiMotliing like million ton-. \ow. if ; on were i-nlv i'> P'-‘ 
cess on faefr,: !) s, yon would be only penalising one. side* of the inttniifac- 

tnre. w'bereas the J,enefii of the* lU’otVct if)n is given to all n»anuia!'i iireis^ 
th(-rei)\ lu'iiefiting tia eane gu’iwver. Witli n gard to resiaircli. the ‘ 

Committee wi-nt into that very tlif/j^onglily , and after a great deal (h dis- 
cussion and evidenci' taken, wa* came to the* conelnsirjn lliat if would 
very mindi better not to put. a staUilory amonni in the Bill, 

Wi re perncOy eonvinced that Ibai money was not required at 
ten lakhs here from the Gate of this Bill, but we wore quite prepared 
guarantee that the nceessarv funds would he forthcoming wh(*n they 
required but .sebemes should bo put up so that tbe Legislature nUn^ 


l)ecausr V.-" 

the rate of 
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havi* an opporlainiiy of eril icisin^ I ho actual work projjosorl hy the Agri- 
cultural Tlcsearcli Council. T think myself after what I have hoard in 
the Select Corninitiee that it is a very much better plan than a long 
statutory ohliiralion on tlu* (‘xchr*<pier to find leu laklw a year and credit- 
thai to the .Vgrieultiiral Rt'Scsarch which nii^ht lend lh;u binoan to 
spend ’iMonev in a ^\■a\ ^\hic]l was not at tliat lime actna1l\ necessary 
or advisable. Wdili iv'LOjrd l«» licfuiscs. we all aei’ei* with wliat my Honour- 
able fricMid Air. T)a< said but wla ii it came 1o tbr* aetua' question of 
licenses W(‘ sjiw great dilTiciilties in making tlwjse licence's effective. I do 
not ■(•eallv Know how it can be <loin*. If was granted a license and 

be iranslVared bis shares on blank transfer. 1 do not know how that is 
going to be traced, and I t\o not know whether tiaa'r is mu j.iw in India, 
at the jJi’r-(‘nl moinent wliieb insist < that every share shall b-* made over 
to iln' .‘Vlnal person piiitdiasinv tied share, aial I think te' Tfonourable 
friend. lb l>a^. ?n'Lib« in vest iLi.Ue iliat a littK‘ further. Although one 

has a r('eliu:: that '^nnea iiiug of tliat kind is ner-f'S^Miw . find tlierefore this 
particul.ar point w;>' jai: in the Bill, it is very douK^tful from a practical 
p(»int of view wbetlcr tb*' aclufi] sysi,.ni of lieeiui-s would na el the point 
wliiidi we all want t') nact. Sir. I leave, very little more t'* --ay. except 
to repeat ilia' mindi .as .one wanild like to si e the lini*' uf : hnse deflates 
niinimi'-CMl . 'riere is no doubt tli.at there has been a 'jroat deal of time 
during lliis session wlnai we eoidd liavo got tbrongb a. Ihll of tbi- descrip- 
tion vi'iw i'a>i!\ : not lia\inj' r|iion:ms. ba\in'j' Itoli.lriv^ arid > ur tir’ng or 
another cnrtailerl ibr lime, iaii I c.innot see uiw 0‘a>-.»n wb;^. when we are 
siltine here fis a Legi^huure. a Bill of this «!;>>,. a i]>tion. whieb is in my 
oj»inion an nryi’nt oiu' owing lo the position of tlie nninufact iirers. should 
be i'o.v.1 polled I'll tile Sepieii'lua* S«‘.ssiou. Bi‘o]de r. lio liav*. bi*eu i^xpecting 
Ibis Bill 'o he pas-» d efirly tliis session have naturally laiil tln^ir ])lans 
fUM'ordiiv.rh . kiiowinv tbai tlie r< ve)me duly is at the 'smu* rate as is 
^uggested in the Bill, hu: the r»‘venu(' dutv. . 

The Honourable Sir G-eorge Rainy (Member na- ( omm r e and Ra l 

wa\sl; ‘Jo pc*r cent . m('»n\ 

Mr. G. Morgan: Wiili the >n'.vhargi\ i)ut tlu* la vni'e <ihi> iiuforinnalely 
is ff)r IJ months and tle-r* fere pcopli' who ari* -going to inve>! iii' iicy. . . 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: May 1 intux- n o.’ . m nn^meiit? 

Wh.-n is for IJ moullw is the Jo ])(•]* cent, vimdiarge. bn; he »’evenue duty, 
wbieh is ( Miia' i«) the pr<U ect i Vi- dut\ . is in force wi’hon; b' ;; of lime. 

Mr. G. Morgan: I misunderstood, hut .at the -ar.ie lime ii e;m be 
changed for a \ea>’. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra i(’hitt '-_;.>iig and Bajshahi Divisions; \on-Muhammadan 
Ixural) : 'This lam aK > be ebaiice<l. 

Mr. O. Morgan: But- with dilVicnlty. This Bill provides for protection 
for a p(a*iod of seven v; ars. and bold-; out a ecti v.- duty tea u further 
period, hut it (*an la' of a gri'Cti'r or li'Ss amount aft( r due enquiry: that 
is to say *t can be rt'duced almost to nib or ii . an be raised as eirciUTi- 
stanc'.os make it neci'ssfirv. ^o that. 1 will on’y n'pe-d that there is no 
casc'miidn out except purely and simply tiu' ciuestiou of liun-. wliich can 
be got over, and if TTonourable Members will devoti' themselves (o short 
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speeches and definite points, there is no reason svliy this Bill should not 
be finished to-day if TTononrable Members put their minds together. 
There is very little to discuss r(\ally. Some of tlu* amendments should not 
take up veiy mueh time, and lhe\ are n'ally only slight variations of the 
Bill \vhi(‘]i (loos n('»t affetit the ]n*ineiple of the Bill. T suggest Honourable 
Members should (Iov(^to themselves whcde-heartedlv to getting this Bill 
passed to-day. 

Mr, N, M. Joshi (Nominated Ntm-Ofiioiah : T am glad that the dis- 
cussion is ])rooeeding just notv. f quite realise that the Bill does not pro- 
pose to inoreaso the iluty ou sugar which alreadx I'.xists. But T feel that 
the problem of the development of industry in India is a very urgent 
one. The pressure on land in the caamtry 'iu most of the ])rovinc;es is 
too heavy. e see a largo number of people who do not get sufiicient 
work and e'-|>i'(M*ally the agriinilturists during many mcinlhs of the year do 
hot get work. It is therefore necessary that we shi'aild treat the problem 
of developnu nt of industries as a very urgent one. I ;mi therofon' glad 
that this Bill not only has ])een intnxliK'od hiit is being ])iKbed (m. Tn 
the case (^f sugar, the Bill will not only develo]) tlu' ittdiistry. but also will 
provide work for agrieulture. The Bill, if ]woperly framed and amended 
will^not only protect sugar but also sngar-canc* agrieulturt\ Tlu're art* 
one or two points in the rej)ort of the Tariff Board with whieh T do not 
agree, alihoiigb I am in favour of development of industries. I would like 
the development of industries put at the cost e>f people who c,(\n boar the 
burden of that development. I should like that the people who cannot 
bear the burden of tlu* tariffs should not ht asked to h(‘ai‘ that burden. 
The method of development of industries should bo smdi that the burden 
upon the |)Oor peoph* will not he heavy and it will fall upon those shoulders 
which are capable r>f bearing that burden. The Tariff Board suggests 
that in the case of sugar prot(»ction which they propose, the burden will 
not fall upon the ]>rior j»er)jil(«. The\ suggest that tlu* hiirdim may bo 
home by the rieli and by the middle class p(*ople, hccaus(' they suggest 
that the poor pt'ople eat mr>re qur than sugar and in the easi* of the rich 
and the middle class people they oat more sugar and less qur. But, Sir 
the Tariff Board has forgotten one fact, and it is this, Unit in our country 
the niiniher of rich ]>« ople and tlie iiiiiiiher of middle ekass p('0|)h* (Uin lx* 
counted by a few hundreds and they an* not as largi? as in other countries. 
The Tariff Board also suggests that as sugar is eonsumed proportionately 
tmore by the nrhaji population and lej-s by the rural |>o|»ulation, the burden 
will fall ufion the urban ;ind therefon^ the middle classes and the rieli 
people. Hero again T feel that tl;e T/iriff Board has not taken note of ♦he 
fact that in our coinitrv the propoHion of the urban ]M)f)uIntion is V(Ty 
small indeed as (*ompa.red with tlie rural population. I therefon* foel 
that although it is Iriif* that tin? rich and the middle class ])eoplc propor- 
tiouaiely cuiisuirLo mon,* sugju* tliuii gar and the poor people oonsumo more 
gur than sugar, still on tlu* wljolc the Ixirden of the sugar protection duty 
will fall ire^re ijpon the ))oor f)eople than upon the rich and middle (dass 
people, r therefore feel that the method of developing this industry 
posf'd is nof the right method. 

Hecondly. Mr. President, the Tariff Vioard has dis])()sed of one sug- 
gestion unfavourably, and that is that the (ioverninent should take slparc s 
in these sugar factories. I myself feel that if an industry is he devt^ 
loped by proper methods, the State must have control over the p]x>t('ctoa 
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industries. Unless the State has control over the protected industries, 
-the incidence of the burden will not be made to fall upon th<jse shoulders* 
which can bear lhat burden; and in order that the State should have 
control over the industry, it is a much bett(*r plan that (loveriiment should 
agi’ee to subscribe to the (!apita.l of the su^ar factories if they will not 
agree to establish sugar factories thenisidves. if th(3y subscribe to the 
capital of th(» sugar factories, it is only then that they will be able to 
control the sugar factories much better. I therefore feel that if the 
sugar industry is to be developed in a proper manner, it is much better that 
Ihe (loverninent by some method should get control over the sugar industry. 
It is to keep (jonlrol over Ihe irn])orts and exports of the industry generally, 
that industri(*s have been developed very rapidly in Russia. There is no 
other method by whicdi industries can be rapidly developed unless Gov- 
•erninent themselves undertake the work of developing these industries. 
Now the Russian method is so successful that other Ci)iintries have begun 
to adf)pl their five-y(‘ar and li‘n-yr*ar plans. Rut tliese ])lans can be 
made if (lOverninent have got edutrol over thest* industries. In the case 
of tariffs the incidence' of the* taxation or the l)iird(:*n falls indefinitely. 
We <lo not know ( xactly how it falls, and Wit cannot make it fall upon 
those shoulders where wc would like it to fall. That is the disadvantage 
of trying to develop industries by means of protective duties as has been 
suggested 1)\ the 'FaritT Pioard*-; rcp<jrt as regards sugar. I would liave 
certainly ])r( fernal a ^nl)si(l^ Xu the sugar industry instead of tariffs. It 
is true thai in the ease <')l‘ a subsidy you have to fiiid motley to give the 
Siihsidii‘S. l>ul evtui in t)ie ease of a t.ariff. iln‘ burden falls upon the 
p(iof)l(‘ in ilu* eniinlr\. Similarl\ if it is |)rn]njscd lhai ilu* industries 
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of subsidic'S ('Ver\bnd\ in ilu- <*<»\mlr\ know^i that h*- ])a^ ing for the 

dovelopnnMit cd' that imliwtrv. Si»'. tln> kiidwhalge gteai n-»* because 

if jieople an* paying for » be preittMuiou of sugar ainl if iln v laanv that 
tlioy ar(» paying for tlie pj^Iertuin t-f sugar, interest in the indnsliy will 
bo developed in lbi‘ manner in wbieb peMple wrmt '! to bt' de\ eloped. 
That I’an be best done ])\ sn]>-idies. but tmfort un.it elv the liill befiav 
ns is proposiiig tariffs: and tiur« tori' it is much better that while dealing 
with till' Tariff Rill we should i>rop«we conditions by wbicdi the jicople 
will be abh^ to have control and tlic protect imi given to tln' industry will 
not be wasted. I would therefore like that. wliiK' we i^ive pioteeiion to 
the industry, we shoidd take rare of the other interest involved in the 
industry aud iu the ((Uintry. .m«l iu ilial proteetitui should hi* properly 
protected. This Rill proposes that the protection slionld he given first 
for 7 years and then extended anotlnu' period. Now. during this 

period it is quite possible that the prices of sugar tnay go \ip tremend- 
ously, and in that ease the consumer will have to mak*' a groat sacrifice. 
It is qtiite tnii' that to-day the prices of sugar are very low but nobodj 
knows what wdll happen within the next lo years. The. prices may go 
lip, and in these circnmstaiv’os people will have to suffer great hardships 
and they wdll be making sacrifices which may he unnecessary. Therefore 
in the case of any pmtccticai Rill like this, especially if the protection 
'extends over a long period. Government must take pow'cr to control the 
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prices. Unless Cun-eninu.*jit take tluit power. llu‘ eoiisumer is likely to 
suffer imnecossiuily. 11 is ii-uc that it we want to give protection, some- 
body has to pay tor that proleet-ion^ hut why should \\c pay for that 
protection if iho protection becomes nmu‘cessary 1 therefore feel that 
in this Bill ( ;< .vcrinneiu sliOnld have taken j)o\\i‘r to e<»ntr<>l the prices. 
Even in England receullx wliuii the\ proi)osed duties in order to stop 
abnormal importations into the country, the English Government has 
taken powrr to eiuitrol the prices in that Bill. This Jhll for the protection 
of sugar is equally a Hill which imposes ver> heavy duties on sugar. It 
is therefore right that the Governnient of fntlia should keep control over 
the prices. I do not suggest that that control will be ne^cessary to bo 
exercised immediately, because to-day the prices of sugar are low. But 
within lo years, n period might come wluai it will bo necessary for 
Government to conlvul the prices. I tlieree)re feel tliat as I lie English 
Act provides for the control of Oovernmeiit <^‘\t‘i- the prices, fair Act <-ds<» 
should pi-ovide for tlie control of (Joverinnent over llu* prices. 

Similarlx, if we are gdving protection to an indusliy for Id y(*ars as 
we are ]viopn^iiiL:' tf* do in the case of sugar, wc* slaaild insist tlial our 
protection will n<it Ik* wasltal. We must therefore lay a condition 

that the iiulu>tiv will not waste tin* rc‘sonrces uliieii it will get during the 
year of proiietioii. W’t* should th(‘rt‘fore insist that the imlusirv should 
not give flivideiifls l)e\<»iid a eertaiu limit during llu- period of protection, 
and if the industry makes profits beyond a certain limit these profits 
should 1)0 utili>efl for «le\(d(»ping the strength .uid tin* position of the 
industrv . We must i.ike sfam. powi*r 1)\ which ihis can he floiu*. and I 
am sure that wImui wo go into the details of tih liill. I shall he able to 
show that rliis e.- n done. Sitnilarix wlh-n we a»i« proleeling an 

industry, wo at.* doing it in ordf r that Indians slionid get tia* hen»‘tit of 
employment. We must thondore la\ down a efiialition that if tin* industry 
is to be protci*t»'d l/v the sa(*riti(*os n\ the people in iliis eonuti\. ilu-n 
that industrv mu^t '•••oxide einplo\m»*ni for Imliaiis. Then- ai*e several 
conditions whieli f would therefore lay down in orrlor that the industry 
shouM g’Ct p‘oreetjf»n and (he industrx shouM he de\f*lof)ed in tlie 
interests of t.lie eonnti-\. Unt as 1 have .-m ameiidmenl on (he fiaper. I 
do not wisli to -o into tie* details r)f this ainr-ndtiieni . T will f)!dv sax 
this, that w'e are all anxious that the industry should he devolo])ed in our 
country, and T ■■m porlnq^s as anxious' if not nn)n*. f«»r the development 
of irjdustri»'*s in tJiis eonntry in tin* intere^i of lah«»iu-: hnt I am ecpially 
anxious that tie Inn den of the piN>toction sliould fall upon shoulders that 
are able to bear "InU hinvh-n. T th«'roff»rr hopi- ihai xvlu-n tin- Bill is 
considered, propei- conditions will be laid down. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: sir. 1 wisli to makt* a verv brief 
12 Voox statement by way of a personal oxplanat ion. When 1 announced 
this morning that the Governinont would lie prepared to 
accept the amendment, rriy statement w'as dictated solelv by a desire 
to meet the convenience and wishes of tlie House, and to expedite the 
disposal of br.siness. It appears from what has occniTod since then that 
I did not succeed fully in mooting the wishes of the House, and also 
that the plan T proposed does not seem to he very siiccessfiil in the way 
of expediting the disposal of business. That being so. the Govornment 
on the whole think it will be better to revert to their original course* 
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II ] Wduld ask is UiaL \vkL*ii Hononrablr Members come U> llui aineiicl- 
iicnls they will makf; tlieir speeches as briet as is reasonably pussiblt:. 

Sir Abdur Kahim (^(JaleutLa and Suburbs: Muhaminadan Urban): 

,lr. 1‘itsidem, 1 am vca*\ j^lad lo laat- ihal ihi' H<jiiourabU* the Leader 
>1' ihii Moiist' [jas ajji'esal \lial this liill sh<uiUl ‘io thruii;j!:lj now. and t 
tij accord ni\ snppuil 1(.» idin in the appeal hi3 has made lt» liie 
loUsc. tlial in the discussion of tla aiiicndiiienls tln.-i'e slaaild he as 
iitle lime v.a>le(i as j)ossible. We ai« ali anxi(JUs. oil lids sidii of liie 
[louse a; an\ rah', that the Ihll should be passe(| into law. beeanst* lliis 
[louse as \.eli as the Indian [uiblie ^aaierallv is committed to the policy 
)[■ protect ion. W have to profeet our imluslries if tiK‘\ are l<j unow 
{\ all. I'jveii Ml*. J<jshi, I was ^da«l m hear, is eiitirtdy for proleetion 
u'caiise he realists that, unli’ss these naseiuit industries are protected, 
the inli'resis of lahoiir will .i1s<j suffer at the same lime. Therefore all 
[lial I ^\ 1 di to s;i\ is this: tiiat wt; shou!<l see lu it that tlie passage of the 
IViIl tliita.i.Lih the Ifoiise is (^x]icdilcd aiirf that tbe!*e bo iio unnecessary talk. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ( Ibjliiikimd and Kumaon Divisions: Xon- 
M uliammadan Jtinali: Sii*. I risi* to as^fjciate m\s(‘lf with the observations 
(.|‘ the laaider uif the linlepeiidt'iu I’art; . Our interest is' eertaiiiU to 

pass this ihll as < arl\ as possilile. si* iluu ilu- sugar industry may be 
proieeted. aiul so prot(a*line the sugar industry nia\ be one of the helpful 
hteiois in s<*i\ing the guowing proid< ni of imemplov nu-nt in lh(> ('ountiw 
;iiul giving increa>ed opportunities tor labour. 

Seth Haji Abdcola Haroon: Sir, i do not want to taki* up much of 
tin time of the House, as has heen suggested by the Honourable the Leader 
nf the lhiu>4; and other Honourable Miinhers; but 1 want to sa\ a 
lew Words. In the observations of Mr. Das and Mr. diishi before the 
Hniisi*. ilier«‘ Nome snge‘*''tinn liiai there slaaild la* souu* control 

(•n tile pi-oiits ‘»n sugar and s- i»n ; hui I want to tell m\ Honourable 

frit'iuls thtii up id! uo\\ tis«H‘ was no pvoteetion. and till now vit\ little 
sugar was p’-odiieed in India <nil\ about loti.iMKi tons last vi'ar. and - ailx 
Ih faeioi*i(s ;u'e Working at jireseiit, and till the end of lOui) ili^. sugar 
o'liipanies '•nli'eriug vi*r\ in avilx . F<»riunately or unfortunately the 

tlnveinmeiii , "'.' ing to their own re»|uircmeuts put on inori- duties from 
IhlUl. and on a<'eo;ni! «»f tied the\ are makiie. a liltli* money ai rirosent, 
^:i> *g0 or .“.o per eent . lUii I want t4> draw' the attention of my Honour- 
able fricMuL- <o the fael tliat . siiua* lOdO, the Ttidian sugar manufacturer was 
•ible to sell iiis sugar at Ls. 11-1*2 it tlie ('aleiitta market was Hs. 11: 
•"<' they got a little advantage out the freight. But if you find this 
yenr’s qu()taii<»n. it is this; wlien imported sugar is selling at lls. 11 
CaliMitta. the Indian manufaet urers are selling at l\s. 10 a inaiuul in 
Hio interior, sax in tlie Thiiled Provinees and Bihar: and 1 want to 

make it clear that in the next year, as m\ friend Mr. Das said, about 

Ifi or IR nexv faetorit's liave heen onlenal to h(' en^eted : and 1 am glad 
inform the House that all tlicso factories have been, to my informa- 
ordered hv Indians. Not n single faetorv has been ordered by 
foroignors or Kiiropeans according to my information. I say let them be 
n-lloxved to start manufacturing, and then a11 those ideas of control and 
'io.ensc and taking the profits can hi* se<Mi to afterwards. T.et us see 
how they are spending in the next one or two years and then von have 
right to do whatever you like: hut at present, if yon postjvnie the 
it wjll do great harm to the industry and to the country. With these 
few words T am opposing th(' postponement of the Bill. 
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Lala Hari Sa] Swarup (United Provinces : Landholders) Sir, I am glai 
that the Leader of the House has said that he will proceed with the Bi] 
just now and not postpone it till the Simla Session. Prom the speed 
of my Honourable friend, Mr. Sykes, yesterday I gathered that his ide; 
was not only to postpone the Bill, hut to shelve it for all time to (;ornc- 
The chief argument he advanced for postponing it was that suffieiem 
time was not given to the consumers and to the grow’crs of cane to discuss 
the various provisions of the Bill and the reconnnendations of the report 
1 may infonn the House that the re])ort was out as early as last year anr 
that it has been before the countr\^ for over a year; the draft Bill was 
also presented before this House in the beginning of this session and th( 
•Select Committee’s Beport and the final Bill has been before this Ko\m 
for more than a month; and so under these circumstances there is nc 
force in the argument for postponing this Bill. 

As for the main provisions of the Bill T think it is entirely in the 
interests of the agriculturists that w^e should pass this Bill in this 
session. As w’as claimed by Mr. ^Morgan, if tlie sugar industry is not 
protected and a.n outlet is not found for surplus gur, it is quite certain 
that the price of gur. which is already low. will go down to less than 
a rupee per maund ; and it w’ill mean ruin for about 20 million persons 
who directly depend on the cnltivatiou of Tha "raritf Roard also 

say that in the whole eountrv about 3 million acres of land is under cane, 
and on account of the introduction of imported varieties of cane, the 
output, is expected t<') h(* cxceofled hv oO ])er cent. ; and if no outlet 
is found for this fifty per cent., the result w'ill bt' that there will ho a 
depression iu the marktit for gnr: and so in ordt r 1o ensure the safety 
of the cultivator, it is nec(‘«ar\ that we should pass ibis Protect inn Hill 
just now. So I oppose tlu' motion of ^^r. Sylces for postponornont. 

I 

The Honourable Sir G-eorge Rainy; Sir. I do iwti think it is lUMM's-arv 
fer me to reply to the debate. 

Mr. President; The (jU<*.4ion is that the eonsirha-ation of tlu' Bill be 
p^.stp otind till the Sepfemhor ‘session. 

The tnofion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The question is.: 

‘'Tli.'il the Bill tn pn.viflc for f]i»' fo*'t4Ti?;e ;nni flu* ''H'.'-.h' 

in British Trjdi.'i. ;«.*> rnported hy the .deleft (Vjininii t f'c. l.r Oikeii inti* oriii^iih-i'.v i . 

The motion was adopted^ 

The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 


Mr. N. M. Jodii: Sir, I move: 


and fhr ivr.i-ininS' 


n 


‘‘That after <’laui<e 2 the following new tlau.oe^ l»f* in.'«e»ted 
i.laujtes ho re-niimbered accordingly : 

‘3. TJndertak'ngs engaged in tl'.e ....'innfjn tin o of hsig..]' j-al.nid i-' i 

ment of India, if already working not Inter than 30th April, and if ^ mnelves to 
in future, before commencing work, a declaration whereby they plMgo 
keep prices of the article during the period when such protective duties aic 
at such figures as the Oovernment of India may approve. 
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4 . Notwithstdiniling the papsiiig of tJiis Aii the protective Suties shall not apply 
unless the condition laid down in section 3 and the following conditions are found 
by the Government of India to have been fulfilled : 

Undertakings engaged in the manufacture of sugar shall submit to the Government 
•f India not later than the 30th of April in the case of those alrec'idy working and 
before commencing work in the case of thou* that may be esULlished * in the future, 
a declaration whereby they ple<lge themsehes for the financial year during which thf- 
piotective duties are in force : 

(a) not to j»v any fee or equivalent sum to the Directors or manage'.i'ent for 

the said financial yeav^ 

(b) not. pay to .shareholders and olli.-r part icifJaiils v iili limited liability a 

greater .sum by way of annua 1 ilividend than what they would gel at 6 
per cent, on the actual capital inve.^ted in the undertaking by the per.^ons 
concerned, 

(c) to <unploy any further surplub in consolidating the position of the under 

taking in the i; jinner a]iprovtMl by the. (hiveiin'M iii »>f India. 

((f) not to employ any one w'ho is not. an Indian except with the peiinis.‘-inn of 
the Government of India ; and 

fe) L> produce a certificate that the labour conditions in the uiulertnkirig are 
sjitisfactory from a committee of three persons appointed hy the Govern- 
ment of India for that purpose. 

5. If an undertaking manufacturing sugar fails to |)erform its dutie.s iimicr .sec- 
tions 3 and 4 within a fixed period the Governor General in ('oiincil may inipo.se on 
those responsible to perform these dutie^s the penalty of a daily fine n(»t exceeding one 
thousand rupees*.’* 

Sir, iho object of thi^ lunendiiient, as I explained in inv previous 
speech, is to lay down certain conditit>nf; by which the consumer need not 
necessarily suffer and the iTidustrv may al«o develop in a proper manner. 
The first part of the aiiitMidimait , tberefort*. proposo^^ that the (Tovenimenl 
of India shouKl power to control the prices. T have stated in my 

previous spetudi tliat in tlu* Kn^Ksh Act, provision has been made givint; 
piwer to Government to control prices under certain circumstances. The 
setxmd part of iny amendment \ rovides that while the whole country w ill 
be making sai-rifices by paying perhaps a hundred per cent, more price 
than the price which tht» consumer will pay. it is but proper that the 
Directors and management of sugar factories should also inakf sacrifices. 
Moreover, if the Directors are made to undergo some sacritic*i‘s, that 
will bo a natural protection to the consumer, because in that casi' the 
Directors will not insist upon the protection being unnecessarily continued. 
If there is a danger of protection being continued, that danger will also 
exist in the ease of the Directors. They will not get their fees during 
lh(' period of pn'itectioii. so that the Directors would like that the protec- 
tion should coast' as early as possible. 

Then, Sir, I propose that although the sharelioldcrs need not be asked 
to make all thtj sacrifices during tlu' period of the protection, still they 
should not ho allowed to use the money wliieh tlu' country will place in 
the hands of the companies for their own benefit. T hold, Sir, that the 
surplus money that will remain with the companies should be utilised for 
strengthening* the position of the industry by methods which the Govern- 
J^Jrnt of India may prescribe. 

Then, Sir, another clause proposes that the sugar factories which will 
receive protecjtion by the sacrifices of the country should not employ non- 
^udians without the permission of the Govcminent of India. I am not sng- 
l?cstiiig Jor a moment that no non-Indians should be employed at all, but 
^hat T say is that if non-Indians have to be employed at all in sugar 

B 
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factories, thov should he oinployed witli tho peiiuissiou of thc^ (lovorninont 
of India. 

Then, Sir, the last clause proposes that if the industry is to he pro- 
tected, tht ‘11 all interests involved in that industry should be properly 
pi-oteeted. I therefore propose that during the period of tlie protection, 
the eonipany which is engaged in the manufacture of sugar sliould he 
asked to prodiK'o a ceitificate to prove that their lalnnir eonditions are 
fair and just. Mr. President, while going through the Report of thr; 
Tariff Jioard. 1 observed a few things which arc very clear. The first 
tiling which is quite obvious is that tho Wiigcs in India in places which 
produce sugar are the lowest. The Indian sugar is produced with the 
lowest wages. That is one fact which has come out very clearly from tl^(^ 
Keport of the Tariff Hoard. 

Then I .sec a paragraph in llie 'I’anff Board s Keport to the effi*(!t that 
the general lahour conditions are fair. I should like to know from the 
Honourable the Leader of the House wlial iiupiiry the Tariff Hoard made, 
about tho labour conditions in the sugar factorii*s htdon* i‘xpressing that 
view; if tluw ha<l made any inquiry, 1 should lil\i‘ to knuu lh(^ didail.'^. 
It is not quite right for the Tariff Hoard to givi* a general survey of the 
labour conditions unless they go into the details and place hefon* us full 
details as to the hours of work adopted, tin* wagt^s paid, the conditions 
of laboiu'' ;iiid such ollu‘>* things. 1 would iheJefore suggest to the (loveni- 
inent of India that tlu‘N should issiu* instried ions to the 'Fan if Hoani when 
they undertake tin* iiiquir\ .suggested to maki' detailed inquiries nlx>ut 
labour conditions in the industry. 

Then, Sir, I would say only one word l>i*fore 1 fiiush. I am not an 
expert draftsman. I havi‘ placed iny views before the House. I quite 
realise that when a man who is not an t»x|»ert draftsman <irafis a long 
amendment like the one whic.'h I h.ave pnqjosiul. tlnn'o nniy lie a few 
mistakes. 1 tluntdore suggest that the Hoiminahh* tin* 1 ii-ailer of the Hoiist* 
and the Mouse as a whole should consider my amendnient uii its iiKaits 
instead of going into the* technicalities and the small j)oinls contained in in\ 
amendment. If the* principle of my amendment is appr«)ved. then cer- 
tainlv it is open to tho Government expert draftsman to put my amend* 
nient in a proper ha-in. I liope, Sir, the House will accept my amendment. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: I appnwiate the high ideal that has ai tnated niy 
Honourable fnend Mr. Joshi to put forward this amendment, hut I 
not know' liow wi* can a<*f*e?ji it. The difficulty is that there would he 
so many factories manufacturing sugar, and if one of the facdories 
to comply with one of these requirements, it would mean that the whole 
of this proterdion would be withdrawn or sliould not bt' enfor 0 (*d. Fhoie 
is also a provision that yon sliould employ no one who is not an Indian, 
r think it is eoiTi>et to .>ay that «*ven in Sovied Russia they employ exper*.^ 
from .\merieM in order to train their men. There are so maryv inipossi 
hilitif s ill fltis aniendnamt that T think it will not he practica ) e 
accept it, but 1 appreciate tho hlgli ideal that has actuated trio 
the amendment. 


l>r, Ziauddin Ahmad (ITniUrl IVovirxoH Routhom Divisions; 
inii'lftn liiival) ; I 'ipprecistn only one prineiplc nnderlyinp this ^^”*’ *”* 
ment. and that principle is that the surplus profit, that is, the profit over 
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above tihe bank rate ol interest, should not go entirely into the pockets 
of the shareholders and into the poekets of the managing directors, but it 
ought to be divided proportionate! \ between cai)italists and those persons ' 
wlio help(*d to product! tlic profit, and witli this principle L am in 
sympathy. Jiut 1 cannot endt)rs(! Ihti whohi of the ainendnicnt as it is 
drafted. So, 1 i)('g to oppf)sc this auuMidnient in spite of my sympathy 
witli one of the prineipit! lhal un(lcrli(*s this f^ill. 

Mr. O. Morgan: sir, I n.grtit, liowcver high the prineipk* of this amend- 
ment is, that 1 must o|)posti it frrnn a ]>ractical })oint of view. My 
ironoura!)le Iritnids, Mr. Milra and Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, have staled the 
impractic-ibilitv of applying Iht^st! aintiiidincnts to business concerns. The 
first dinieiilty would Ijc that my Honourable friend Mr. Joslu wishes to 
.i>sess all undertakings imgaged in tin* mannfacture of sugar. Tf lie goes 
f)ver all th«' undertakings which manufacture sugar in India. I do not 
know' w'hat amount the Finance Member would have to put down for 
administration. 1 think that would defeat the whole object that Mr. Joshi 
!ias in mind. Also wlaai \v«‘ conu* to tin* suh-claiiso of this amendment, 
which says not to ])ay an\hody anything, it practically means this. It 
will dideat the whole ohji*et whicli he is anxious to seeuric Capital will 
iiol (?oine into eoneei'iis of this <lescri[>t ion. (Mr. M. Jnshi\ “T offer (i 
per cent.’*) 'rncisnry hills were otY( ring 7J per ceel.. and why shotild 1 take 
the risk of the sugar market? When I can go to the Finance Member's 
oflico, or his treasuries, o)- \vhatc*v('r ><»ii nja\ call it. and can get any- 
thing from o-J j!i'r cent, to 7-J piw cent, during the year, there is no risk 
whatever e\c.*ept the lisk of India tloating away, so wliy I should invest 
in sugar concerns ? My H<»noural)l»- friend I am afraid has not ihoi^ghi out 
di a practical sva\ wlnit this amendment really moans, and I would appeal 
to him to withdraw it before further remarks are made on this subject. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Coast aiul Xilgiris: Xon-Muhammadan 
Itural): Sir, 1 wish to associate myself with every weird that Mr. Joshi 
lias said in this connection and support his auu-iulinrul ve>\ heartil>. 
Til the first i>laec, the sugar industry is only a subsidiary industry. The 
primary industry is the cultivation of sugar-cane. If tlu^ sugar-cane is 
not cultivated, what will tliese factories do? They will have to pull down 
their ])lants and wind up. Sf>. to kt*ep these factories going you must 
have a stc'adv and unfailing supply of sugar-cane h'a’ wliich >ou must 
cnsun» a fair price to sugar-cane eullivators. I take it that Mr. -Toslii 
wlioii he talked about regulating the prices, also intended that the prices 
of raw' materials should he ri'gulal«*il and controlled by ihc (lovrvnmeiii of 
India. Mr. Morgan protested that if the dividend is limited to 0 per cent, 
iio on(‘ w'onld invest his capital in this industry. With regard to capital be- 
coming shy how can wo tax the cou'-nmer to enable these capitali.^ts ti> find 
>^afe invostmonts and get a high pereentage of interest? Tlie I’onsuiner is 
nut interested at all as to who tlu' industrialist is and whether he gets a fair 
I’oturn or not. The other ])oints in the amendment are very reasonable, 
^on will tlierefore be justified in taxing the consumer with a cent, per cent, 
duly only if tlu' wider interests of the coimtiy are safeguarded. I have 
therefore, no hesitation in supporting the amendment whioli "Mr. Joshi 
has so ably moved. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: 1 as.sociate myself with what has fallen from 

friends, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and Mr. Morgan. Mv Honourable friend 
^r. Thampan wants to fix the price of sugar-cane. T do not think that at 

n 9 
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this moment Govermneiit can do anything because there are several pro- 
vinces, and if yon go through the Beport of the Tariff Board you will find 
that Bihai' is producing cane at about 4 annas, whereas Bombay does so 
at 12 annas, and the ITnitcd Proviii(‘es at .six annas. And what rate can 
the Government ol India fix? Wlien sugar factories are established, 1 
think it will l)e advisable for lhl^ Provincial Governments to do it, instead 
of the Governnu'nt of India. I do not want to say much on this amend- 
ment. thoiii^h I can say something. I o})posc th(* amendment. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I think the speeches to whidi wc 
have listened will h.av»‘ convinced the Honourable* I he Mover that there is at 
any rate a (considerable body of (^pinion in the Honsi* that is not inclined 
to accept his amendment. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Bt'caust* this is a capitalist Jlonsi*. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am afraid the Govca-nnicni must 
as^sociate tlKuiisolves with that IxmIv of opinion. We all of ns rccognisi' 
that my Hononrable friend has national interests very iniich at lieart, and 
;;e, appreciate the importanc** ht* attaclies to doing what is possihli* for 
the various interests which may he adversoK affected in a scheme of 
protection. Hut on this occasion lu* has ask(*d the Fhmsc in a single? 
amendment to adopt so maii\ diff(Tent prin(*iph‘s» some of which are 
highly (‘ontroversial. and to apply a series of renu*dies, sinne of which are 
surrounded witl; very great practical difficnlties in carrying them out. 
that 1 am afraid it is quite impossible for the Government to acecqd his 
amendment, and I inn<t <»ppose it. 

Mr. President: 'Flic ♦pie'^tion i^: 

“That after clause 2 iho follow in ;4 now rlaii.M'.x h»* in.sorted ami tlie 
clauses he re-miinhered accordingly : 

‘3. Uridf*rtaking|'^ engaged in the inaiiiitarluj e of sugar Nhall .''ulaiiit to tlu* (l«)\i*!ji 
iiient of India, if already working not later thati 30tl) .Vpril. and if to la* i*.^tal»lishc»ti 
in future, before commencing work, a deflarali«>ii wlierehy they pledge Ihein.'^dve." t'* 
ke-ep prices of the article during the period when such pruietfivi* dutie.** aie in force 
at .such figure-? a.s the Government of India may approve. 

4. Notwithstanding the passing of thi.s .\rt tlie prolertiw diitic.'< shall imi apf>l> 
iinle.s.s the condition laid down in .'jecthm 3 and the following i-niidititnis an* found 
hy the Oovernniont of India to have been fulTdled ; 

Undertakings engaged in the manufacture of sugar .‘•hall submit t«» the (uiveinmcni 
of India mt later than the 30th of April in the ra-e of those already work if ig and 
before commencing work in the ca.se of thow* that may he e.stablished in the fu nre, 
a declaration wherehy thev pledge fhemselve« for the fiTiancial year diinng whnli tm 
profertiv*^ duties are in force : 

(n) not to pav any fee or e<piivn1ent .sum to the Directors or maiiageiuenl fo' 
the .said financial year, 

m hot ft. pay to shaieholders and fdher participant.^^ witli limited li.ibdilv ^ 
greater .sum bv wav of annual dividend than what thev would got 
»jei' cont. on ilm actual capital invested in the nnderlaking by the pc)>'mis 
concerned, 

(r) \i, ^m.ob.v anv fiirtlicr -urpUis in *onsn)i dating the po-ifion of Ihc mu (*» 

-■ ;») the manner approved by tbe riovernmenj iif India. 

(,J\ i-(if to .-rnolov ;jMV one wbo i.s not an Indian except xvitb tbe perniis.-'<.rj of 
Ibe ( U'veriirnent of India; and 

to produce a certificate that the lalvonr conditions the undertake 
‘-.atisf... torv from a rommiffoe of three nersons appointed by tbe 
merit of India for that ptirpoiip. 
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5. If an undertaking manufacturing sugar fails to perform its duties under sec- 
tions 3 and 4 within a fixed period the Governor General in Council may impose on 
those responsible to perform these duties the penalty of a daily fine not exceeding one 
thousand rupees*.’* 

Tlio riioiioii was iicgtitivud. 

(Maijsrs and 4 wciv added the Hill. 

Mr. B. Das: 1 movi' ; 

“That after clause 4 the followini' new clause be inserted and tlie leinaininj clauses 
be re-niinibered accordingly : - - 

‘5 (1) In order to sei?uie that sugar fatttories in British India shall be dcvelooed 
and controlled in the best interest of India, the Governor General in Council may, 
by Notification in tho Ga/elte of India, make rules— 

(«) requiring that no person shall own a sugar factory without a licence in that 
behalf, 

(//) prescribing the r|ualifications of person.^ to whom such licences may be granted, 
(c) prescribing the duration and conditions of such licences. 

(f/) determining the authority by whom sinh licences shall be granted, ind 
(r) generally to carry out the purposes of this section. 

(2) In making such rules the Governor General in Council may provide that a con- 
travoiition thereof .-hall be piini.''bable with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees each occasion’.** 

I luivo ahvads rotViTid Ui tlu; sujjjccl-iiialtor <>f this clause in my 
speecli ilii'^ inurning, und in\ Honourable friiaid Mr. Morgan also referred 
to it. 1 agnu* |)artl\ with iji\ friend Mr. Morgan, that there are diffi- 
culties. The Cfoveninieul of India will have to administer this clause 
if it hecoines law. 1 have little hand in regulating the action of the 
< roveriiinefit of India. I am not going tf) say how they will administer 
it. 'Fhey administtT .so many Ordinances and so many ciiactmiuils, and 
I do ho[)e that they will so frame, tlieir ruU-s and regulations -as not to 
offcuid their conscience or tla^ conseience of thtdr friends. 1 do not want 
to discuss lln* subject -mat tor of the elansi' that has iiern Aer\ (^ften 
discussed on tile Hoor of the Honsi\ hut 1 do not want per'-cuis outside 
the Hritish I’lmpire, who are making largt' sums of mom*\ h\ sidling 
sugar to India, to eonie and in.sfall sugar factories in India and thereby 
take advantage of (he protection sidieine. I know wiiat happened when 
We gave protection to tlie match industr\ . A Sweilish luateli eonibine 
came and look advantage. ddien we know that the Japanese have 
purchased some cotton mills in Hombay and thev are raking tul vantage 
«>f the cotton mill protection. 'Pliere is a strong rmnonr that the shoe 
making firm of Bata are trying to install factories in India, so that the 
shoo-niakei*s and cobblers may bo put out of their profession and vocation. 
It is time, that as a nation we should try and legulate the special con- 
cessions to an indnslry: owing to the heavy protection to the industry, 
there is ev(‘rv likelihood of Javanese sugar factories being dismantled in 
'lava and installed here. I understand and appreciate the difficulties, 
fint it is time that the Oovernmont of India slionld make a sfurt, and 
^ think this is the riglit oci^asion to make the start. 

Mr. K. P, Thampan: Sir. T rise to oppose this amendment. By 
introdlicing this amendment my friend Mr. Das is unconsciously giving 
ft weapon into the hands of the Oovernmenl whom I will not trust" with it. 
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In Madras, tlic sugar industiy is in the hands of a European company. 

T know the conditions prevailing in my part of the Presidency and if 
this amendment is adopted, the Madras*^ Government is sure not to allow 
hereafter any Indian firm to start a sugar factory to compete with it. 
We remonibor, though it was long ago, what liapponcd to the Swadeshi 
Steam Navigation Company in South India. The Madras Oovornment 
did their level best a( the instance of the Europeans to throttle it, witli. 
the result tliat the company collapsed after a short existence. Thougli 
industries an^ a transferred subject, — excuse my plain speaking, — the 
Ministers are mneh worse than the European l^jxecntive Councilors in 
this respect. If IVlr. Das' intention is that hereafier no foreigner should be 
allowed to start sugar fact or it's, and wishes pn'vent foreign capital 
from being used, be sliould providi' specifically for it in the aniendnieiit. 
That would bt' a better and mon* direet way of dealing \sitli tlu' snbj(‘c1 . 

I have gr('r<t objociio]i to this clause being passed. 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup I I have great pleasure in siipjxn’ting the amend- 
ment inovi'd by ^Ir. Das. 'Dii' clanger that Air. IXas appn'lnaals is a 
very real one. Tlu*]**- is a real danger that foreigners. espr‘ciall\ fioiri 
Java, would liy to capture this nt*w industry in tliis conniry. Tltr 
Bombay (unernment tlie otlu'r day appoint(‘d a CoinTiiiltec to go into 
the sugar industry, especitilly with rt'ft ronee to thr Dia-ean Canals, and 
the following remarks of tliat ('ommitti'e an* p(‘rtin»‘til in this ccanieciion. 
The Committee says: 

“Tn the meantime, Jiiid this waiiiing ha.s e«»nie from the Siig«ir 'rerhnoln^i.st him- 
self, as well as from other sonree.s. repre.-^entalives of the Java sugar (oml)ine.-' ar.* 
scouring the country examining the posdhilities in order to be ready at the critical 
Aloment to swoop down, secure the ino.'<t suitable .sugar factory .site< and powsihly 
corner the entire industry. Their financial re.'^oiirces apjiear to be indimited flicir 
experienco in the production of sugar cane and in the manufacture of wlicr .‘.’»gar :.i d 
their hold on the white sugar market place them in a position to make it alriioM iin 
poaeible for the Indijri to ooinpete wiih them for some years to come.” 

Some members of tlu* C’oimnittcc fulrnit Ibal tin* indnstr\ is in danger 
of being Tnonopolisod by bu’cigncrs and think tliaf if ibe industry is lo 
be Sc'ivod for Indian interests immediate action by tin* Contnil (lovi'ni' 
ment is imperative. Sir, the Bengal National (’bamber of (’ommerec 
issued a circular the other day in which thry irnmtioiu'd that AFr. TliomM> 
Batty, the famous stigar manufact/arer. is fdmming In build a bngo 
factory near Calctitta ii\ order to take advantage of the liigli tariff wall. 
We discussed tliis question in detail in the* Select Committee also, bid 
we found certain difTiculties on account of which wc could not- ineca poraf i 
this clause in the Bill because the whole principle rif commercial discri 
mination is under discussion by the Bound Table Conference am! some 
of the members think tliai if would be bf'tter to await the decisions o1 
that body. But I differ from that view aud 1 agree with my Thuuairalik' 
friend Mr. Das, that we should safeguard the Indian industries and the 
interests of Indians as against the inhabitants of other eomiiries. aiu 
espeeially wc have to safeguard ourselves against Java. Sir, with thc>( 
words T support this amendment. 

Mr. S. 0, Mitra: Si»\ though there may be some substance in ni> 
Honourable friend Mr. Thampan’s apprehensions, vet T tliink T shnii-<^ 
support the amendnieni of my friend, Afr Das. Sir. agrieultnre is •'* 
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)rovinciul transferred subject and mostly m the hands of Indian Ministers 
ind we need not be so apprehensive that everything will be sacrificed 
n the interests of foreigners. But the Select Committee itself did not 
ose sight of tlic fact altogether and in paragraph 4 of their report they say : 

•‘Jn view of fears which have been expressed that interests out.si>ie the J3rii isii 
ficiipire nriighL take advantage of the tariff wall to establish .sugar factoiic;; in Jndia 
0 the di.sadvantage of Indhui interests, we recommend that the Governor General in 
Jouncii should watch any developments in this direction with a view to considering 
whether any action .sliould be taken to prevent control of the iiuinstv> or of any 
(onsiderablo part of it from falling into foreign hands.” 

j>() the Select C’oinmittee also provided against eontingeiicies of which 
iiieiition lias been iiiade by iiiy friend, Mr. Hari Baj Swamp: and since 
fhe present Act covers a periorl of 7 vears, if some .sncli provision as that 
|)V()posctl by Mr. Das is accepted, that will also provide for some of the* 
points rnis(Ml in earlier aiiujidments b\ my Hfniourable 
frietid. Mi*, doshi, bceanst* in granting tht; lic'eiise the (lovern- 
nient might stij)nlate that the intensls of the labcairers sliould also be 
secured: and tin* ilononrahle tin* TiCader of the House lias said that as 
regards Mr. .Joshi's amendment, had it not been a big omnibus amendment, 
he would perhaps tinnk of accepting some of his suggest ioOs. 

The Eonourable Sir George Rainy: Sir. why does the Honourable 

Member ascribe that statement to me'.' I am *|uite unconscious of liavinp’ 
Baid anything like it. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: So if this amendment be accepted, then there should 
be some provision to secure the interests of labour as well as general 
Indian intorests. to a certain extent. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir. I s)i(»iild lik»- to express my 
great in(l(*btedness to Members r/ this House for the brevity with whicli 
they havi* given tlu'ir \iews, and I shall (‘crtainlv strive to imitate them. 
T think. Sir. tlu* Honst' will easily reali/f that (iovi‘nnnent do not find 
it possible to accept tin’s amendment. As my Honourable friend. ^Fr. 
Mitra, has said, the matter was considered by the Select Commit tet' and 
the view expressed by the inajoritv is what Mr. i\[itra read, namely: 

■rn view of fours which have boon oxpresMul that inUn■o^ls ou:<i«io tli»' Hritisli 
Kmpire might tak*5 advantage of the tariff wall to ei*tal)lish sugar favti»rit> in India 
to the disadvantago of Indian interest'*, we reeoniinrnd that the Ihnrriior r.eneral in 
Council should wafeh any developments in thi.s direction with a view in i onsideriiii; 
whether any action should bt? taken to prevent control of the iiuhistry m of an\ 
I’onsidoi-.iLp, (,f {{ from falling into foreign hands.” 

That. Sir. the (luvernment of India are tpiilt* prepared to di^ (Mt'ar. liear) : 

T do not think it is desirable at this stage that ( iov(*riiinent sliould he 
given the t'xtensivi* powt'r which tbe ;nn(*ndinent ]iro]ios('s to giw. them 
5t9 regards tin' licensing of sugar factories, since tlu* ]iowt*r sought to be 
given, especially hv clause (e) prescribing the duration and conditions of 
the license*, is a very exti'iisivt* ]iower iiuh'ed. Apart from that, the 
^ig question that my TTonourable friend wishes (o raise in order to 
prevent the control of the industry from passing intt^ the hands of people 
'outside the British Empire is a very big question whieh reiiuives separate 
f^eatmen|;, I think, if it is ever to be effectively handled, kfy Honourable 
friend referred to the match industry, hut T siioidd lik*’' to point out that 
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Uiat is rather a special ease. That was a ease in whicli a Hnii — -a very 
reuia)*kable firm — had acquired control over the match industry not in 
one counlr^ or even two or three countries, but ir. etamfries all over the 
world, and I am not aware of any tiling similar to that in the sugar 
industn*. And since the conditions in India are such as not to permit of 
the estahlishnuMit iu India, t'xcept pos.sihly in a very few areas, of factories 
of a magnitude and scale comparable to the factorit‘s which exist in Java, 
it does not seiuu to me likely that any developmeut iu the direction 
apprehi-iuh'd e(nilil proceed oth(U*wisc than f:iirly slowly; that is to say, 
we slioiild have warning, and I do not think that then* Is any danger 
that the dovelopineni which is ap^in'licnded might take placi* S(; rapidly 
that there wcnild he no time left to interfere. For iliese reason.^. Sir, 
T cannot aecejit the amendment. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, in view of the contraversial nature of the question, T 
beg for leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The amendment was. by l(»ave of tiu' Assembly, witlidrawu. 

('"lause o was added tc^ the Bill. 


Mr. President: The question is that clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 


Mr. E. P. Sykes (Bombay. European): Rir, T sliall take exactly two 
minutes over thi^ amendment. Yestei*day .... 

Mr. President: Please move your amendment first. 

Mr. E. F. Sykes: Sir. T beg to move : 

'‘That for clansp 6 ilif* followinij l>«- .sulistitutrd : 

‘6. Whoi-v<*r it) l>uyin^ .<ugar » ;inr fro.n a thrower nf l aiii* |Kiy.< 'nut a 

prirp which i.s Icsh than ci^iht annas per Tnaintfl of 82 2/7t)i ponint*^ 

avoirdupois .diall he puni^hahle hy fine whirl) may exlvinl to two 
ruj'K'os for eavli ofiVnee’.” 

Yesterday, Sir, we saw that the Tariff Board had adopted fair selling 
prices, one for cane and one for sugar. They made ample provision that 
the manufacturer should get his fair selling price, but they made no provi- 
sion for the grower of cane to get his fair selling price. This amendment 
I have moved is to fill up the gap in the logical siequonce of the Bill. Sir, 
I move. 


Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab: Sikh): Sir, T oppose the 
ruiicndmi.'iit uoi withstanding the fact that 1 repri'scnt agricultural iiiiciu'sis 
and not the mamifacturers of sugar though T feel that the amendnwjd has 
some force in principle. Tt is, however, very difficult to put it into practice. 
TIh* Sugar (‘ommiftcc of H120 siuTg<^sl<Ml smdu* twr) or thr(*c way^ '*1 di'nling 
with it. One of thejn was that it should liave some relation to the price 
of white sugar, and it is quite a sound principle that the price of sugar- 
cane should be fixed in relation to the price of white sugar. If we fix the 
price of sugar-cane as Mr. Sykcp# wants it, at annas eight per maund, and 
if tomorrc>w the price of wliite sugar falls, what has the manufacturer to 
do? At this tuiic wlien we are giving protection as an incentive to the 
sugar industry and to increase cultivation on up-to-date niethodw of sugar- 
cane, I do not think it would be advisable to fix the price at such a figure 



THE SUGAR INDUSTRY (pfJOTECTION) BILL. 


2875 


arbitrarily. If we do this, the result would be that the people who are 
now thinking of starting new factories will be prevented from doing so, 
thinking that it may not bo a paying proposition if we fix it too high, 
because Java sugar at this time has not got enough market due to protec- 
tion being granted in all countries. So, unless there is a large number of 
factories established, the demand for sugar-cane will not be great and. 
the price will naturally fall. In Gorakhpur we find even at present, where 
there are inany factories, that the price has actually gone up. The Tariff 
Board also found at many places the figure had gone up as high as 14 annas 
a. maund due to local competition and therefore it would not be right for 
u» to do|)rive the cultivator of the benefit of competition between the 
manufacturers and thus having a higher figure than even 8 annas a maund. 
Tt is more or less a local matter and the Local Governments arc competent 
to deal witli it. 'fhey can make inquiries into it according to the local 
areas wiierc tin*. sugar-(*ane. i^ grown and where the factories are established 
so that till? cultivators should have :i fair ])rice h)r the produce according 
to the demands and the supply in that particular area. I do not want to 
take up the time of the House and would content myself by saying that it 

not pmper to arbitrarily fix tlu» fignn* at 8 annas but to leave it to the 
Local Governments to do wliat tbey think fit in the interests of the 
cultivator. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir T havt* very great sympathy with Mr. Sykes 
in his d(*sin'. to iix tin* ])ricc level. But T can never imagine that the price 
level can ever lie fixed liy ])enal code. Tt is really one of those things 
which could bo arranged by an eeonomie. meaf^ure. If we begin to apply 
the penal c()dc to fix tin* price levcd or if we begin t(^ apply the penal code 
t'' regulati! fin* exchange ami cairnaicy poli(*y. tlnai I am afraid will not 
know wliere we are. What Mr. Sykes is aiming at is a thing which we all 
desire to have, Init it sbonld be achieved by an economic measure and not 
by penal action which be proposes. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, 1 quit** agree, with what has 
talh'ii from all flic Hoiioiirablt' .MeinlM rs wln.^ Inivr s])nki*e. as to the import- 
an(!e of doing what is pract ieahh* !«> seriin* :\ fair lor the 'iiga.r-cane 

grower, hut I also agre«* with the last two sfioakers that this Hou.se ought 
not to accept in\ HoiiouiahU* friend’s amendment, firstly, in cause it is 
impossible to fix a price which will fit the conditions of all the provinces 
in India, and, sc(*omlly. because tln^ actual onforeoment of whati'ver might 
be considered a fair price is es>*euiially a local matter. If aiivthing is to 
ho done, I hold very strongly it would have to ho done by local legislation 
and by tho TjO(*al Governments, and I fear it is quite impi*aetieable to 
achieve that end by an\ legislation adopted here. 

Mr. President: Tin' question is: 

“ 1 hal. fnr claaM* b tli*» tollowiii^ l.t* : 

6. Wlioevor in buying .’■ng.n* . iim* Ironi ;i ni’ Migar i-.mo pays him a 

prii-o whirh \y U ss ili.ei «*ight aima.s pop of 82 2/7lli (leuiida 

avoirdupois' shall !>«* | nni.shahh» i»v lino wliieh may ^'^fend to two thousand 
rupec.s for eacli offoiuv’.’* 

The motion was no^'atived. 

Mr. President: The (luestion is that elausc (5 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Clause 6 was added f,i ilu- I’iJl. 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

*‘That- the Preamble stand pan of tlie BiJl.” 


Mr. B. Das: I do not move my amendment.* 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sjr, I move that the Bill, as amend- 
ed, be passed. I desire only to thank Honourable Members once again 
for the t dmirable brevity of their speeches. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, I feel very happy that this Bill ‘w being passed and 
that this is the last crowning glory to my Honourable frieiul Sir (leorge 
Bainy. Sir, as I observed yesterday, he was the first to he instrumental 
over the protective measure for steel and, as things are happening at 
jjresent, probably tlu* Sugar Protection Act will he the last protca tiv<* 
measure that will bt* passed on the floor of this House. It may be that 
his successors! may not find opportunities to give prtdectioii owing to the 
variation in the Legislature and owing to the ti^mperament of the now 
Legislature. Sir, as proliahly this is the last pie(*c of legislation that my 
Honourable friend will bring to u completion in this House, I wish to take 
this opportunity of saying that I feel vt‘ry grat(*ful for the sympathetic atti- 
tude that he has always adopted in ^considering very diflienlt points that 
we have very often raised during the discussion on protindive mi.a^ures, 
especially in the case of those issues that rai.'^t* (‘oinpli('at('d and (*omplex 
problems both within and without the British Kmpin*. He has invariably, 
in his usual hiimorons and b*arned wa\, tried 1*) nirct our jx^ints and 
to explain the difficulties of the Government. If rumour he true, Sir, my 
Honorable friend Sir (leorge Painy will ref>!(*sent Indiii at the Ottawa 
Conference where some of the very problems that we have discuissed under 
the various protective enactments that are the fruit of the hard laboiir«< of 
the Honourable the Leader of the House will he brought up. .\n<l I hope 
that my Honourable friend, (;ven when he is separated from us by 10,000 
miles, will bear in mind the effort that we made always to bring before 
him the view point cd* tin* public and the vicuv point r»f the masses, and 1 
hope he will then mIso ke(»y» the lv>terests of India at head. 

Sir Abdar Rahim: Sir, in supporting the motion that the. Bill he passed, 
I wish ju«t to say a few word- not on the subject of the Bill so much but 
as regards the TTonr)ural)l(', tlu*, Cominorce Member, who is the Leader of 
the House*. Sir, T w'ish sineei’cly to express our very high appreciation of 
tha manTier in which he has discharged his duties, very onerous duties, in 
this Assei.nbl'. . .\s the Leader of the TTouf-»' during the years that T have 

tbf' f,rf*;ifrihl,. O, f bf lii'll for Mir iv!Ufi> nrcl fi.mirr*: l.rKiniiixi^ wirl' llir 
‘for a period -vittP luid ‘-ndiiig wifh tla* words ‘foj- tho remainder or 

pericMV the b- sulc'titnted : 

‘hy temporarily in^.-nsinL.' tbr import dntir« leviable <»n su^^ar*.*' 
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been associalted with this Assembly, I have not noticed a single occasion 
on which he has not sought to meet our viewpoint and our convenience. 

I jp The way he has met us and the pleasant relation which he 
has maintained with all sections of the House' has left a very 
pleasant impression upon u» all. I am sure when he leaves India, he will 
carry with him the cordial good wishes of all who have been associated 
with him in this House. I have seen him piloting a number of Bills in * 
this Ass(‘mbly, and ap< T am one of the confirmed protectionists, and as 
protc'ctiou Is the policy which has boon fleliboratoly adopted by the country, 
cur special thanks are duo to the Honourable Sir Cleorgo Hainy for the 
excellent manner in which he has piloted not only this measure (Applau&e) 
hut als(» oilirr similar mc;is\ir( s. !i( ]\n< shown al)ility nnd skill not 

only a?# a Tieadcr of the House, but as a resY)onsible Member in charge of 
the (.'onmierce. T3ey)artment, and wo all hope that in his retirement ho will 
iind other hicmtis of occupying his vnhiahlc time and utilising th (3 very 
Viiliiahlc c\|>r]'icnc< wliirli he . iraincd In the interests of India. 

(Applau'^i^.) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: M\ Hononrnhie friend. Mr. B. Das, the Chief 
Whip of m\ I’artN. whin spcMking on tlu* merits of tliis i|uestioii, rightly 
roneiuded h\ |iM\ing a rich tribute to th* J-lonoura})le the Leader of the 
iloiise w!io iiM< hri-n \(r\ kind in tlif lol)l»\ to ns aiid not viTv cruel Oil the 
l!o(.r (»■ ilie llnn'>r. ( Lauglitor. ) Sir. th» Lf‘ader <»f tlu* House, it has 
keen our nee«*'>s;ny dntv t<i m<*.i-^ure sw- rd^s with him, and duriiig the last 
live years. I can sa\ with ut any lear of conlr.-uliclion. that I attacked 
}iim Sometimes with a ia|)ier and sometimes with a bludgeon. I do not 
ii'gri*! thi^se attack-, and If he eontinues to he the Leader of the House, 

1 pi’omi^e to eontimie the same attacks which will hr delivered in the 
same spir t ; Imt whin in* leaves us. we feel that the parliamentary spirit 
tlial lu* has introdnei'd in this Mouse — and the i^pyiortunity for what he 
was pleased to desi'rihe as “genial parliameiitarv ferocities", for which 
lie loo hr!s been responsible by Mu* eom^istent opposition that he yiut 
.ig;nn'<i ii-. even sometime.^ when the (iovernment wore in the wrong — 
'Ae feel lh::t the parlianiejil ar\ spiiii in which he lias taught us how to 
'•ppo'U* t aeh other will stay behind. S’r, there wuuv occasions w’hcn we' 
to the lieiclits nf parliamentary fervour and lie rescued us and his own 
silk* I'rojii fallini: into tlu- di-ptlis of unparliamentary. — what shall T say. — 
'lisfavom-. I do not want to praisr the Honourable the Leader of the 
TTo'ise ni this occasion, for T am not concerned with his past any more 
fhaii in p lities one can i‘vor ho eoncerned with the past. far as his 

liiliirj^ is emieerned, i*veu lluuigh we have not yel agreed with him on past 
e«a*asion'^. Ilu* )>r« sent is an indiv*ation that we will he very much in agree- 
in(*nl with eacli other, for on the ipiestion of protection when 1 gently 
suggested Ibis morning tn him that we would rather ]>ass this measure 
hef<,r,‘ w(‘ ri‘u* for lunch instiaid of postponing if to Simla, the Honourable 
die Leader of the Housi* shook his liead. thought about it and agreed with 
fl/uighter.'l That slvAVs thal wlien suggestions that are acceptable 
hi holh sides are made, both siih*s agree to meet each other. He helped 
this eountrv In infrodneing j'roteeiion for smuir and thereby (*oncludod the 
hrsj. Chapter in the Book of rreteetion. Sir, you are aware that in the 
laM century, the yioliev of (h)vernment was to commit this eoimtry to 
h’oo trade heeause the Britisli fiovernmont was committed to free trade, 
^hiriouslv enough, it is a happy eoincidonee that the British people are 
committing themselves to tariffs, following in this particular instance 
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the example set by the Government of India and the Honourable the 
'Commerce Member. Sir, I congratulate him in conquering the hearts 
of his own people with the help of the opposition to the cause of tariff. 
(Hear, liear.) 1 tliink it will not be too much for me to say — all genuine 
praise is short — it will not be too much for mo to say that from the 
Treasurv lU*nchcs the Leader of the Hoiist' has sometimes, as io-day, led 
us captive. (Cheers.) 

Hr, Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, l am glad to get this opportunity 
of speaking and I welcome this occasion of giving protection to this industry 
which we, /aiiiindars in India, valium e great deal. This Bill, I am sure, 
will improve the financial condition of a great number of people who are 
engaged in agricult\ire. Sugar is an industry which has l)een thrown into 
the background for a long time in the past, and this protection which 
is given by tliis measure u ill help, in rehuiiding that industry which we 
liad in our heart a great deal. This Bill would serve as a real boon to 
the pivjple of India, and on this occaiiioii I must congratulate the Honoui'- 
able the Leader of the House in bringing this measure so successfully 
to a conclusion. His genial spirit and Ins masterful mind is self-evident, 
aecovding to an Indian proverb : 

'"Jatloo woh hai jo mir pay rhhurh lie bo\ay\\ 

Xow, Sir, when the praise has c 'ine from tin* Op]>osition IX'uchc.s, there 
could not be more evident proof of the masic'rful manner in which ho 
guided the destinies in this House. Of ctnirse praise from those people 
who always co-operated with him wtaild not be of such value as praise 
from those pc'ople who sit in Oj)position to liim. I think it will bo a great 
loss to the House and to tlie country and ti > lli(» rioverninent which he 
so faithfully serveMl when we will find that his seat will not be occupied 
by liirn. It is a. great conquest which lie made in this House since he 
has l)Geu the Loader of the House, tliat practically on all the important 
ciuestions* in whicli ( ifwernmcnt fell vin v keenly. GoviTiiinf'nt got their 
wa\ , and a man can ])e judLa'd always b\ tla^ acliievenients wliicli he has 
made and the not result can be judged l\v flu* results of the nedions and 
the achievements which tlie Honourable Si)’ (leorL'^c has marie in this Fbaise. 
Wi'h thes(» words. T conclude. 

Mr. Or, Morgan; In supporting thi* third leading of this Bill, a groat 
deal 

Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer: of -^ugar to sugar the spiM-eli(*s. 

Mr. O. Morgan: The speeches whicli I have listened to and which 

hav€^ been nuuh* fr an the other side <jf tlie House have certainly been 
swe<d and justifiably so. ()u bedialf of tlie Kurofiean Group, I would like 

ro say that W(i liavr^ all appreciated the l.eadership of this House by niy 

friend the Hou<>unil)le Sir George I'aiuy. Tlien* is only one thing I ani 
soriw for, as a b'llow-Scotchinan, — a “brother Scot" as we say. I 
''iorry f lie is going back to a town called Anid Beckio which translate 
X' Ldiiiburgb. If be is going back llieie, he will have almost a y 

regr*.*t- -T kuov.' rbat town myself —that the sun has disappeared from 
sky. T am quite certain there will ho many days when he walks aong 
Prince's Stre(*t fb-.t" he will say, “I .should like to be back in Now h. 
even in April* L 
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Sir, [ iissociate iriyseli with all tlu? remarks which have fallen from the 
:>revions speakers. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, J mu not sure that tlie position 
loos not floinand iliat I should ask one of my colleagues to intr/xluce 
i Bill which iniglit ho called the Sir George llaiiiy (Prevention of Speeches) 
Ih’otec'tion Bill (Laughter); that, it seems to me, is perhaps the most 
urgent nei‘d ol' the. moment. But, Sir, quite seriously, 1 am more grateful 
tlian I can say hj iiiy I iiuionrahle Int;nds hi all parts of tlie Jlouse for 
u'hut lJa'\ liav’r said. No <i!ic knows Ixuter than myself how little deserved 
some of these things art*. It is triu* it lias ht'on m\ aim aiul intention 
since. I lu'camf Jjt'adt'r to tr\ , wlien(*vi‘r it was possible, to divine what 
was tin* gtriieial wisli mul vit;w of (he Kocisi* and setj how far I could go 
ip me*et it. I nas trying it this morning, but I made a bad shot and I had 
to turn back (.n m\ I racks and try it tin* other way. What I do feel 
(l( tqily is thi's, that tin .\h inhers ot tliis Ifoust* have made it very plain 
to iiif that liic\ do !i(»t (Icniainl from tin* Members of the Government 
perfect perfonnance, Init aic quite content, where the will and spirit and 
intention is pr<‘S(*nt, to a(!ei pt a gn at deal less than perfect performance 
as service, which thc\ will accept and for which they are grateful. I can- 
iu»t possibly say more, Sii*. init I do a.'ssiin* the House that T very deeply 
feci tin* honour iln \ have done me and I am more grateful than I can 
sa \ . 


Mr. President: 'i’hc que^t 4»n that the he passed. 

'I’hc motion was adopted. 

d'hc .Assembly then adjouni^'d fur liunch till INventv AfinuteR Past 
Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly n*-a?>sembled after TiUncli at Twenty Minute^? Past Two 
of th(' ("lock, Mr. Pre.sident in the Chair. 


THK FOPKIGN BRT.ATIGXS BTLL-roufd. 

Mr. President: Kmther cons'diration of the Bill to provide against 
lln- publicniion of statements likely to promote nnfriondlv relations between 
Bis Afaj(‘s(y*s Giwe^rnment and the Govornnionts of certain foreign States. 
The TTionse was adjonrnod yt'storday to enable TTonourable Afeinbers to 
meet togoth(*r and settle uvon an agreed amendment. Will the Honour- 
}d>lt* Momhor th- Porehjn Secreiarv explain what has happened? 

Sir Evelyn Howell (Foreign Se(*rctarvV Sir. T am afraid T cannot pro- 
niiso an agreed amendment, but T sliall do my host to explain the position. 
Xosiordav? Sir, with yoor permission. T moved an amendment, which stood 
In mv name as Xo. 22 of^ the printed paper, and T did so as a purely 
eonsennential amendment. Th'^ elniise now re-nnmbered as ^ formed 
part, of the onginal Bill, aiul it emerged from the Select Committee 
snhstsntially nnnltered. 1 .lid ^^ol therefore thinh it neeossavy to go into 
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the merits of the clause at all, and I did not do so; but 1 moved; the purely 
cousequeiitial aiuenduient that in place of certain words certain other 
words shoiil<l he substituted. If 1 have your permission, Sir, now 1 would 
like to move a revised amendment in place of that which stands as No. 22; 
the revised ameiidinent runs as follows : 

•*T]ia( for clause 3 as re-iuiiiil>oied the foliowiug he suhsi iiiin d : 

•'I’he provisions of section.^ 99A to 09tJ of the ( oilo of UiiiiniMl I'loi-cuun*, 
1898, and ok sections 27li to 27D of tlir Indian Post OHioe Aci , 1898. .sliall 
apply in the ca ^e of any hook, new.-jpajier or otlier ilo« nim*iil l onlainiu;; 
matter which is de/aniatory of n Hulci* of a State outside hut .oijoinin^" 
India or of the consort or son or principah Minister of muIi Kuler. ami 
tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendly relatioiM Isetwecn lii.s 
Majesty’s Ooveriunent and the Oovermnent of silcli Sl iii* in iUc « amicj- 
as they apply in the case of a hook, iu‘\\.-paper oi* lio. pmvnJ i vmiainin^r 
seditious matter within the ineaniin^ of (hose .'■•‘ciinn':’. ■ 

Thai, Sir, is iho revised aiiieiidiiieut which I now desire to iiiove. It 
is perhtips necessary for me, in view of* wluit fiassed yesterday, when tin 
clause as a whole was atlaeked by my friend, Mr. Munshi, to say a word 
or two about the cl uise as a wlioTe, and then 1 shall give some explanation 
with regard to those words which figure again in this rovisc»d fUinnulnient, 
but were deleted by agreement from clause 2 of the Hill. 'ITie provisions 
of the sections of the ('ode of Criminal Procedure which have been 
•quoted, and of the Indian Post OiVice Act an' to the idt’ect that the 
Governor General in (’ouneil or a Local Goverminnit can impound or 
cuiitiscato seditious matter or prevent its transmission through the post. 
The person who feels himself aggrieved by any siicli order lias fin* right 
to appeal against it and the appeal eoines btd'ore the High C.'onrt. Pirstly, 
with regard to the necessity for sucli a ])rov\sion, 1 submit tliat this provi- 
sion is really more im])«a*tant than the provision for prus(‘(aition on a charge 
of defamation. It seems to me absurd and illogical to authorise tin*. 
Governor General in Council to launch a prosecution against an iiulividual 
•editor, a man who may perhaps he a ver\ liarmh'ss person, and not at 
the same time authorise him t.o take sU’ps for the prevention of the very 
real and very serious mischief which the actions of that. ])erson may hav(3 
caused. The really essential thing is to prevent, tlu* dissemination of the 
libellous matter and that is what this clans<’ enables liini to do. 

NTow, as legnids those W(jrds “and tends to pr(;judice the maintenance 
of friendly relations between His Majesty’s Govornrniait and the Govcrnnicnt 
cf sueli State’’, uc f)i ?s(;nally on the side (d Government, an' not w(dded to 
those words; and if the Oiqiositiou pnder to have them out. we are agreed to 
let thorn go; but I subrti t that li is really in tlu* inton'.sts of the. person (‘Oti- 
cemed that tliey should stand. The reasrai wliv it is in his inten.*.st is very 
simple. If the Gov(‘mor General in Council is informed of certain matter 
defamatory of a foreign Knler having been dissoniinated, shall we say, in a 
news]Kiper • article, he can authorise the. prosecution of Uie responsible 
editor; and if these words arc deleted, he can pass an order for the im- 
pounding or confiscation of the libellous matter. But should the Bdiloi’- 
.-n])posi»,g \\ \o be )iis action by whicTi it was disseminated as well as 
oricrinidlv [>el)lislierl. cbor>se i * maintain that the matter, though perhaps 
def^malorv, <lid not pre]udice friendly relations, ho would, have a second 
.chrr of getting bis documents released again. That is the subsfance 
ef the matter in a mit-shell. 

Sir, I move. 
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Mr, Proaident: The Honountl)lo Member wishes to move, instead of the 
amendment appearin^r on the order paper, tlu* followin<r amendment: 

“That for clause 3 as rp-iminhenMl Um* a.llouinj:; }h» Mil).stituted : 

‘The provisions ot* sections 99A to of the CfKie of Cii/nirial rro.edure, lh98. 
and of secti^ms k;7li t(j 271) oi iiie Indian IVsi Ollue Act, ib9d, bimil apply 
in the la-c uj any luiok, iu-a .^ jiaper oj- other dociiiijenl ciailuining niaLter 
\vhi<*}i is d( 0 .i.iiaif)xy <»i a li'iifM* of .1 > an* oM-nU' Lut r.djoiiiing invi!:i or 
of t ho. c(>n.-o; f .>1 .sun ta ]>; Oifijiai Alimstn- (,!' .-im Ij Knlo;. ajid lends to 
projudico iho f.j . inloMaiu »* nr iriernily rolat ioii’- hctwis n Hi- Maj*Ysty s 
(iovbiiunent and the (Jloveninsoni of such Slate in like inaiincM* as they 
apply iii the case oi a iiook, iiovvsjjaper or docnnioiit c<aiialninj^ seditious 
Ilia ' lor wilhni iho iiio.ujiji^ »./ m oi Iijm.-*. ‘ ' 

I take it that tin* Mouse a^i‘et*s to allow tlie I lonourahle Member to move 
tiio anieiulifient. (No ol)j(‘(*tion wa^. taktdi.j 'J'he amendment is now 
he Ion* tilt* Motive. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Muashi (Murma ; Non-Kuropean) : Mr. iMesideiit, 
e.iause 2 which was pass(*d yesti*rda\ by consent has redueed the offence 
to a simple offence <d defamation nhdt*r section 11)0 of the Indian l^enal 
Code, the only <iifferencii bi'iniif tljat the Jorei^oi Ihilcr or liis coii.sorfc or 
principal Ministi*r. instead ot bein;; f,)rcc«l to tile and ])roseeut<.* a complaint 
p(*rs<)nall\ , will be allowfti to do so tbroni^h llio Governor General in 
Council, aiilhorisim; an officer to fih* aiul prosecute such complaint. Now, 
when (i()V(*riinu*nt acce])ted ycstt‘rday iny sU‘ 4 ^d“'tioii to (K*it‘te thosc paitl- 
cular words from chui.se 2. Govermiu'nt in effect a;:rt*tal confine the 

offein**.* to «»nc of <leianiation pun* anti simple, with tin- in^ovdieiits of 
tlefamation and with the punislmieni as j)rovidt*d by ijie existing Statute. 
Now we iiiid that in the vt‘rN same .\ct (ioM*rnment still tit sire to Introduce 
in clause a new in^O'edieut witii lurther penal* ie^^. T’lu* new iiuTediout 
whicli Governineiu wasli to retain in this .\ct i'- the offence d‘ h.av ng 
publislietl sometliinu: which wtaild tt*nd to strain the relations !)t‘t\veeii 
His Majesty 's Government ami a Itu’clij:!! Statt*; and fiirtlu*r nairc they 
wish to infli(*t a fnrtlH*!* penalty t>n anybody who may he in ]>i>ss(».-s f^n tff 
A particular new.spa]>or. Ixv'ik or tlocumont in whi(*]i sn(»li mattt'r i- con- 
tained. 

T contend. Sir. that if the object of the Government t>f India is only 
ft> facilitate tin* filinpr and ])rosecution of a complaint for defamation by 
i foreip[n Tinier, then the ohjt*i*t has been servetl liy clause 2 hoinij: passed 
in the form wa"* have passcfl it. M t* obji'eted vt'sterdav to any ipu stioii 
of foreipjn relation**!. That was ab.*mdom*d yesferdax bv government * and 
‘»n\’ at(cm]'l no'v made to ]>a'*!s ehiuse ff will deteat the \t'r\ ]uir]Mi.'<e o1 
th(» compromise arrive<l at yesti*rdav. (TTear. hear.) T can understand 
the ar‘?nmeid of Ihe Government of Tmlia Ihaf a foreign Ruler should be 
placed in an t'inially sfrontr ]'osition as a TIritish subject is if he is dexamed 
in British India. A Rrifish suhjei't can file or proseeute a complaint, and 
noxv the foreign Ruler is mHowimI to do so tlirmigh the Government of 
India. The accused, in a complaint filed hv a British subject is liable to 
ho dealt xvith under section 100 of the Indian Penal Code, find the 
punishment is prescribed in Chapter XXT of the Indian Penal Code; and 
Hiove is no fnrtlier penalty or imnishmont of anv kind. Nowy the Govern- 
ment of India want to go a step fniTher and wish to place a foreiern Ruler 
m a better and more privileged position than a British Indian eompla’nant 
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would be in a British Indian Court. To that principle I take strong 
exception. (Hoar, hear.) If against any J^ritish Indian subject an offence 
is comniittoii under Chapter XXI, he has tlu‘ usual remedy wliicdi is res- 
tricted to Chapter XXI of the Indian Penal Code. matter, however 

grossly defamatory it may be, whether it is published in a newspaper, 
book «)r doounient, cannot be forfeited or seized; and to this extent the 
Goveriunent ot India wish to extend a furtlua* anil additional privilege 
to a foreign Kuler who has been defamed. I. Sir, object to this clause 
as it has het n worded. As a matter of fact, tlu‘ elaiise in the Bill as it 
has emerged trmn the Select Comniittee also must now iieeessarilv go in 
view of the amended elause 2 passed h\ the eonsi nt of ail sirtions of the. 
House yesterday. I tlna-idore oppose this amendnemt. and move that 
elause 8 he omitted altogether, not only clause* as amended and niovod 
hy my friend the Pore'gn Secrelnrv hut also clause \ as it has tanerged 
from tin* Select (’onmiittee. hecansc the object of the (lovemincnf of India, 
as T understood it yesterday, ha?, heen served hy a fonagn Tinier being 
given sufficient facility to file and prosecute a complaint of defamation 
through the (loverument of Iiuha. 1 ol)j(‘(*t to the introduction of any 
further ingredients on the im]>osition of any additional penaltii's into this 
Act or to tlie conferring of any special privileges on a foreign luiler which 
any British Indian subject does not rnjo\ . (.\pplause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Ihdiimtoola) : The Honour- 
able Member cannot move an amendment to this amimdmont. The 
Honourable ^leniber is opposing this am(‘ndin(‘nt. Tlie (piostion that 
clause 3 as rt‘-munbered .stand ])art of the Tiill will arise latei*. At present 
the amendment moved hy tin* Fort‘ign Secretary is before thf* House, and 
the Chair takc*s it that the Honourable MeTuber is opposing it. 

Mr, Jehangir K. Munshi: Ves. Sir. 1 am opfiosing the wdiole clause. 

Sir ILancelot Graham (Secretary. Legislative I)e])ai*t?nent) : T confess, 
Sir, I am greatly disappointed with in\ Honouraiile friend Mr. Munshi. 
He persists in attributing most satanic purpf»ses to fiovornment. Wc took 
great pains to explain \esterday in tin* debate on elause 2 that the words 
which he proposed to omit were r(?allv then* in the interest of the accused. 
However, he refusc*d to be satisfied and the words wamt out. Now, Sir, 
he says that is the reasf>n why those \\f»rds must hi* taken nut of the 
re-numbered clause 8 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: Xcr nc». 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 have* tried to follow' 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: T douot> know how my Honoumblo friend has 
understood me. What T said w’as that tin* w'hole of clause 3 should go, au 
not that tlose particular words alone* should go and that the rest of t ^ 
clause should remain. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: That makes my task easierr. He says th.at 
are now^ putting the trreign ‘Ruler in a privileged position because you 
are allowing him to file r '^‘onudaint hv an agent. Now*, Sir, let me c 
, him that not the purpose of this Hill at all. Il is the OovernTnent o 



TBB FORBION KBLATIONS BILL. 


288 a 


India, having regdrd to their obligations and the need of maintaining peace 
with the neighbouring States, which requires this power to be exercised 
b:y itself as a principal — and not as an agent of a foreign power at all, 
Jt is the Government of India, in exercise of their obligations of inaintain- 
mg peace, which requires this power of prosecuting libels on neighbouring 
potentates. Thai is the purpose of clause 2. It is merely as a corollary 
of that power that wo require power to forfeit uiid(*.r stictiems of tli(i Crirninal 
I’roceduro Code and to stop in transit under sections of the Post Office; Act. 
As my Irii'nd Sir Evelyn .Howell pointed out, it is not enough to catch 

hold of and ])ut into prison tho num who emitted the poison. Wha^ you 

have got to do, so far as y ou possibly enii is to run after the poison* and 
collect it again before it runs through ilte veins of th(; countrv. That is 
the, purpose of the Act, and that is the (dfcct of the pnjvision which 

will enable you to (h al wiih bcoks, ue\vHj>apcrs, and so forth. Those are 

the ailicles, books, lu-w spa]M rs tmd otfier publications which e<mt}iin the 
|X)ison ready for di^s#. ruination thmaLdiout India, and likih to poison the 
relations of frif'iulliiu’ss between India arul neighbouring nations. It is 
that power which we O'qiiire as coniph nioU to c*ur power to ])n>seciite. 
(f those woi-(E \ViVi‘ out. the words “anrl tends to prejudice; the' 

iiiaiid enaiice friendly rfdati<‘ais h't\s(en Ills Mait'''t\ -; (P^vern- 

irient a.nd the (loverniuent of ^leh States *, the ta«k of the 

Oovernineut would he made easier. We hav(‘ thought it fair to 

retain thi^ bnrdeu uf on our shoulders. Win n we make this 

order foi- ('('i’-feituri' or h)r stopping In transit, and particularly 

the onler of forfiiture, there is tiu possibility of an appeal to the High 
Court, and fheu the* (piestion, whrtlu r* the article has th-t ti r,d*‘nc\ ov not. 
'vill coi'Ue Uj» f‘»i eensjfh'rat ion hicfere th«' High ( 'airT. Obviously. Sir. 
the fuiblishoi* 

Six Abdur Kahinx ((\deutta, and Suburbs: Muhammadan Turban i: Will 
it lu‘ after the trial h»r defamation or before it? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: That is (uiitt* indef>»'ndent oi the etbaiei . You 
laav take the sedition procedure undf'r the of Criminal Prondure; it 

is exactly the sain«‘ p<;siti<iii as the ^edition pon-t dure. V»»u may ]’*rose- 
cate a. man bn* sedition if \f)u fliink it worth while. Then^ is lui (d)liga- 
tiou to proseeutt* for the offence, and the power is there under the 
Priinlual Procedure P(xle lo forfeit documents ^^'hich are vIiT.‘>us. and 
there is an apjugil against that, l^ut it i*^ cpiite independent. T trust 
T have made my self quite clear 

Sir Abdur Rahim: There will be no trial h< fore th. h^rfeiturc ordered. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Then* n»eil not be a (rial buf there may be a 
Wal. You may want to net with f»rompti(ude. you may want tr^ forfeit 
this dfKuunent before von prosecufe, Pnweeufions take taue; in the 
mnantimo the poison runs out into the country . We .are not acting as the 
Agent of foreigni powers, and vva* ivoiure these powers as vupoh u\fntarv to 
^ho ])owers taken under clause 2. Therefore, Rir. T must press strongly for 
thf3 accoptan(*e of this amendment. 

Mr. Muhammad TaminKhan (.\gra Hixnsion: Muhammadan Rurnl): Tn 
coimtrv it is very well know'n (hat libellous matter in several cases 
has brought about bhxxlfihed. Tt has been our expedeuce in the Inst 
few years that whenever a libel has appeared in thi' Press or in a book, 

0 
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it has roused them to such anger that certain people committed murdet 
We had rceont trials and recent cases. It is no secret. People in Indii 
are very sentimental, and when the liber exceeds the limit, people an 
enraged so much so that they do not care for their lives. The same 
feeling may bo generated in the mind of a loyal subject of a foreigr 
Sovereign, and it might tend to bloodshed by the subjects of those 
States who are ivsiding in Lidia. Before this evil spreads, before a 
libellous matter against a foreign Buler has been published in the form 
of a book, or newspaiier or sheet or in any other form, if it is forfeited, 
that will stop tlio wors(? calamity befalling. If a man feids aggrieved 
and says that it was not really a libellous matter and there was no 
justification lor the Government forfeiting it, he can go to the court, 
and press that it should not have been done. I think thi.s clause is 
essential for the purpose of koi^ping the peace and it i.s only a precau- 
tionary measure and this only gives power to stop the worst kind of 
evil befalling by its publicration. I hope that this chiu.se will tind support 
and that my Honouraldo friend Mr. Munshi will not insist upon 
opposing it. 

Sir Abdur Kahim: Mr. Presideiil, 1 regret that I camiol siipi)Oi-t 
clause o which is now souglit to l>e amended because of some (x^nsequentia! 
changes wluch became ntH'cssarv owing to fhe amnedment of clause 2. 
On principle I do not think that wo can neally justify this clause. As 
has been pointed out by Mr. Munshi, the offence is now one of dofamytion 
pure and simple, tlie only diffoix*nc<? being that in an ordinary case of 
defamation the pej^son that is defamed has to appear before tin* court 
and lodge a (?omplaint. Instead of Uiat. having ri'gm*d to 11 h» circumstances 
of a case of this nature, Government have undortaktm to make the 
complaint by one of its own officers. B\it that is only a, question of 
procedure, and it makes no difTeroiu'e ns t/> the substance of the Bill ; that 
is to say, the offence which is soxight to be de:ilt wnlh is one of dc'fnina- 
tion, although one consequence of such defamation may be to affcci the 
relations of this Goveniment with a Government ontsidi* India. The 
difficulty I am feeling is that before it has been proved that the matter 
contained in a newspaper article, or any spe(‘eh, or publication i.s of 
libellous character or is defamatory, you want authority lo forfeit tlu^se 
publication^^. Tt may be when the ease i.s tried tin* acci ;(*d may be 
in a position lo ])rove tliat a.« a mailer of fact there is nothii defamatory 
in the publication. But V)efom he has had isny ohanoo of d^ ing .so, why 
should it be possible— that is what T understand from Sir Lane^dot; GraJiain 
— for the Government by clau.se 3 to stop circulation of any newspaper 
or publication which the Government disapproves of. That is a princu’ple 
w'hich it is difficult for any oiic to aceopt. Of course, if it wore provided 
that after conviction has been obtained, after the writing in question has 
been found to he defamatory as alleged, then all copies of the newspaper* 
or other publications containing that matter should bo stopped from 
circulating, — one e/>uld easily understand that, and one could have no 
objection on principle to such a provision being inserted in this Bill. But 
if it be intended, as is apparently the scope of this clause, that even 
before there has been any trial, before there has been any finding t>Y 
any court as to the character of the publication, the Government shouM 
have the power and authority to aslc the postal and other authorities or 
agencies not to circulate the matter, then in that ease it does seom 
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difficult to justify. I know there is the case of seditious matter, but 
surely the case of seditious matters stands on a different hjoting. I£ 
sedition is spread in the country, then other people are affected, but that 
cannot bo said with reference to a matter of a purely defamatory character, 
that is to say, matter wdiich is defainatory of certain individuals, be they 
foreign potentates or their Ministers or sons or consorts. Seditious matter, 
if c*innilat(‘d, may creatii a lot of miscliief, })ut I do nut think the analogy 
applies to a case of this nature. On these grounds I am afraid 1 am 
not in. a position to support this elaus<.\ and 1 agree with my Honourable 
friend Mr. Munsbi that we ought to oppose it. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur cunt Orissa: 
Muhammadan) : 1 support the aniendrneiit moved by iSir Evehn Howell. 
The ameiidinenl reduces the harm to a very great extent. Tliere are two 
parts in the amendment. One is consequential. My aiiiendiucnt liaving 
been accepted by the Houstj y.r^lerday, the first part of this amendment 
is essential ikav. The. second part gives a kind of iuither protection, 
'rhe word.s an;, “and tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendly 
i»?lations between His MajesU (ioverninent and the (iovcrnmenl of sueh 
State”. It. means that the eonteiils of the book or newspaper should 
not only l.>o defamatory, but tliry slu/ulcl tend to prejudice the friendly 
rolati<ins al.so, Purtber, wln-n any book or newspaper contains ftny article 
which ma\ create nnfriandl\ relation- it should not be allowed to be 
circulated. 'Idle t iVcei can only he checked hy not allowing the book to 
be cireulaled. Turther if this amended clause is pas<c(l. it will be quite 
possil)lo for ( tuvernna.'nt not t'l pio-ceute tlu.* per.<on. The (lOVt inment 
may deci<ie (»n!\ it) forfeit the bc/ok ainl uewspiipta* which iroiitains such 
artiele. If thi.s anicmhal clans. ^ be deleted, ilnn there will be* no alter- 
riativi! for tin? (It Na rnnu’ni but to prosecute the person who ha< written 
tins l)<H>k. If lliis aiueiuh'd elaust* is jiassed, it will be betier than 
deleting this «*lausr. 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas (l.’aleurt.i : Nou-Muhaminadau rrhaui : W'iili all 
ic.spect to ni} csteeunal fricinls .Mr. Munshi anil tlic leaiua* of the 
liule[)enrlent Party. Sir Ahdnr Ihahim. I do not -ci* an;. ]) >int in the 
nhjeelions wliii'li liavt' hi'cn taken to tin's el.aust*. espetu’allx in view of the 
anieiKlincnt which has boon tabled by Mr. Evelyn Howell. rin rc is a 
two-fold object to be secured. One is to >trikt‘ at the .-niilior of the 
defamation. 'Die other is to striko at tlic ilociinioiil which cont:;ius the 
defamatory matter. The first is .secured h\ clause ‘J. which was accepted 
by tlio TToiisi- yestenlay, and uinler wdiich it will ho open to tlu* (Governor 
(icneral in Ooime.il to aiitliorisc tiu*. prosecnlion of a man who may be 
defaming a foreign Tinier or his consort or one of his ]»rincipa] Ministers. 
Tho other is .sccm*ed hy tlio pr(7sent clause wliich authorises the ooniisca- 
tion of the di'fnmatorv article, ami for this purpose pnnides that certain 
^'Octions of tho rriminal Procedure Code and of tlie Indian Post Office 
Act shall apply, as if tho matter roferroil to in those sections included 
yiaattor for which a prosecution might lie under danse *2 of this Bill. 
What is the purpose of the Bill? It is to secure tlie inaintenaneo of 
friendly relations, rather the prevention of the rupture of friendly relations, 
between His Majesty’s Government and tho Government of a forei^ 
filler. If that bo so, then it will not do merely to proceed against the 
person who defames. Yon must also take adoonate steps to stop the 
dissemination of tho defamatory matt^ir. Sir Ahdnr "Rahim says that 
be can. understand seizure or forfeiture of a document containing seditious 

0 2 
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libel, but not of a mere defamatory artudc. But, Sir, when the defama- 
tion is of a friendly liuler across the border and its effect may be to 
create unfriendly relations, I submit it stands on the same footing as 
seditious libel. The object of preventing circulation of seditious libel is 
to secure peace in the country. The object of preventing tlie circulation 
of libel of a foreign Buler is no h'ss imp(n*tant, — to secure peaceful 

relations bidween this (lovernincnt and the otlier countiy. So I do not 
think y(Ui can ditfenuitiato the one from the other, and say libel of a 
foreign Ruler is not suc*h a serious mischief as libel directed against the 
Government of tlic eounlrv. Yestiuxlay, the Asscnihly agrc('(l to dcletr 
certain words from clause 2. I will not say whether tliosc who supported 
the (K‘K*tion were well advised in asking for it. In an\ ease, wliethc'i 
those \\(n*ds are there or not. W(* can take it. that (lovi*nnia‘r\t will not 
take action under clause 2. and direct ])roseciition for (h‘famal i(»M. \m1csv 
they are salistied that tlicre is a real dangca* of fricially relations b(‘inu’ 
disturhc<l as a co?iscqnencc. If Goveinnunt prop<)sc to take aclion 
under the cIcum* now luidor discussion, i . r ., under the (’odn of Criminal 
Procedure <jr the Post OlTice Act, we can takf; it e(|iiall\ that thc^ will 
do so. onl\ wlieii they are s.-disfied that th(‘ n'siill of not f.-tking actioji 
would hi; to eri-atc unfriendly relations between the two Stati's. Froni 
that point of \iew, for the sake* of syunuetiA (n»vernment might well 
have left out the words which they now seik to put in in this amend- 
ment, and have ac'eepled clause ‘1 in the form in which it .stands in the 
Select Cominittoo‘s rep(»rt. P>nt, Sir. the f;ud tliat tla v are suggest ini: 
this amendmeid shows, if an\ thing, that tho\ are ver\ anxious that no 
reasonable grievance (*ould he nia(h» whatsoever, (h)vernmeid. by the 
■amendment they an- proposing. an» willingly (offering to subject their 
action to send inv by the biglicst- Court in the btnd. If yon look at s(‘ctiou 
90 (d) of tlio Critriinal Ih’oeedure Cofle, yon will fnid tliat when an order 
of forfeiture is made under section 00 (a), a parf\ wlio is dissatistied vitli 
the order has the rigid to apply to tic* High Court, and when such an 
application is made, the whol»- (piestion is i)ef<a-e the High Court because the, 
High Court will have to be sati^ra-d tliat Ibe matter in n'spi'cj of wliicli thi; 
order has been made is matter of the nature nderred in in this amendna ni 
In other worrls. llie High Court will eonsid< r nor me?’(d\ whethei* tin* pub 
lication is defamatofv of fla* foreign Pnler. hut also whether it teufls te 
prejudice the maintenance of friendly ndatinn^ between His Ma.jestv^ 
Government and the Ciovernment- of such Stale. \Vhfd further sab'gnard 
can yon jiossihly < r reasonahlv i*xpeef ? Government might well luivi 
said that the (jn( stif)n of frir-ndly relations was a m.-jtler for the exemdiv* 
goveiTiment hnl no; they lliernselve.^ siygg^esl that anv party aggrie'cd 
may take* the. m:dte>* to file High Court and there cliallengt* lladr action, 
not rnondv as to wladla'r then* has lieen defamation, hut also whelliei 
it is likely to produce a certain effect, such as is iricntioncd here, 'flad 
being so. .T do not see liow wr* can taki* anv (‘xeepfion at all to tlie 
aanerulmenl . Yr>ii cannot oppO'-e this elaiif e,, much less the clause in 
the fMrm in v.diicli it is propo«u*(l to amend it. unless you accept, this 
position. fb;d \oii will allow all sorts of matter defamatory of foreign 
Riilevs to fiv about in the country v/illioufc check, although that nii.gbt 
involve tlie eoiiidiv in most serious crmsequences. T say, again. Govern- 
Lcent have* gon*. a great wav in mcetimi^ the wislies of the criMcs of 
T>dl. and mih'ss w * are if) ojvo the go-by to the Cod(* of C’riminal I're- 
c» dure rind !o (he Post OfTice Act, T do not see how on a rersonahle 'nni 
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unbiassed view of the matter any one can make any legitimate grievance 
of the attitude of the Government in this matter. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Ben gal National Chambo.r of Commerce: Indian Com- 
merce): Sir, I do not nnderst/ind flie position. Yesterday 

I understood that the principle of the amendment of that 

section was conceded or accepted subject to the deletion of certain words, 
namely, tlu^ words regarding the <-1fect of a defamatory article in prejudic- 
ing the friendly relations between Ibc Government and a foreign power. 
That was the only objection yesterday, and in fact ^^r. Miinslii today also 
raised that objection, hut wlien you 2 )ointcd out, Sir, that that amounts to 
an amtuidmoiit of thii amendment, he (dianged his position and stated that 
his ohjeciion was to the whole section. If those words are taken out, pro- 
bably Mr. .Mimshi will accept the* ameudment. "But what are these words, 
what is Ihe efhart of thesi* words V Thov simply mean that the (lovern- 
jnent e.au eonfisca.te provided siadi defamatory articles eonlainini: the 
defamation aNo amount to creating a prejudifa* of the friendly relations 
f)etv.-ia'n flic two i}ow(?rs. That \< all. But if you take out these words, 
what will be the efF('et ? 1’lie eftiwl will h«‘ that for mere defamatK'n Gov- 
f-rnriKuil can f'onfiscate. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: 1 ri>c lo make a pcr-onal ex 2 )lanali</n. 

Mr. President: 'Die iloiKan-ablt* Member (Mr. Sen) «lors not yield. The 
flnnourablr Ab-miHU* run inakr da* per-omd explanation after Mr. Sen 
has tinislufl. 

Mr. S. C. Sen; Therefore, I do Jiot uiKlersland llie po>ition which 
Mr. Muiislii lias taken up. If lie is aellng for tlu» accused or lor the 
bcui.dit of till’ ai'ciNcd, is it lo his intensi that the only safeguard which 
the aiaaiscfl gets in keeping th<.*s<* words sliould l;e taken awayV 'I he 
mattei* can la* taken to tlu^ High ( ourt. Il tliesi' wc<rds an.' taken away, 
what will the Higli (’ourt haw to decide*.’ 'i’hey will only decide whether 
the adiele or l^ook (‘onlains a def.nnatory statement, nituvly dclamatory; 
luit if these words arc lu*pt in, tlu‘u the High (’ourt will have to lind not 
only whelhi*r the words an' defamatory, hut whether tlio words liave the 
etTect of pn'jiidiidng the Irieiidly relations hetwceii the Govenaneiit and 
the foreign powi'r. I put it to Air. Arunsiii to c(»iisider which is die bost 
tliing for till' iiiterosts of the accii^i'd. With these wonls. Sir. I ^ut'iport 
the ameiKlmeni . 

Mr. Jebangir K. Munshi: Sir. I rise lo make a personal explanation. 
TIk*. .Honi'uirahh^ Mi'inher who has just sat down, has I think. eoniplotel.\ 
niismuh'rsiood what T said, T said that T ohjociod to the whole of the 
clause beeaust' I <.)l)j('et to the ]>rinciple of forfeiture and soiuire. Ihore 
is no (piestiim of my acce])ling any part of the clause after leaving out 
Ihoso parlicidar wonls. T ohjcid to the whole (^1 tiu’ (‘lausc I 

object to the principle of forfeiture and obioct to any additional penalty 
by wav of forfeiture and seizurt'. Hut if that punishment has to be 
inipoRod, then (he wliolt' of (ho clause must stand inidiiding those parti- 
cular words. 

Mr. H. H. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division: Non-:M\ihammadaTi 
Hiiral) : Rir, one would have thought that the principlo of prevention being 
better than punishment was universally accepted and that this ITouso was 
the 1/jst place in which that principlo would ho cnllod into question arid 
that the Loader of Iho Tndopondont Party would ho the last person to 
question that principlo. (Sir Ahdnr Bahim. : **1 have never questioned it.”A 
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Sir, the present measure is not merely a matter of amending the Criminal 
Procedure Code. It involves the discharge of a very important inter- 
national obligation which has become very pressing on this country on 
account ot‘ tlie recent events that have happened. So fur as 1 was able 
to understand my lionoimiblc friend, Mr. Miinshi, in spite of his personal 
explanation today, I understood him to say -yesterday that Jj<! wanted 
merely tla^ deletion of those words which rt'ter to tiio prejudicing of 
friendly udations. lie however gids up today and says that ho did not 
want only the deletion of those words, but lie wants the deletion of the 
whole elause. Now, the efft?ct of the deletion of the* wliole clause will bn 
that the measure will he rendered almost nugatory, and it would he useless 
for the purpose for which it lias liecn undertaken, namely, tin* prevention 
of any proceedings or of any acts of individuals in this country wliicli 
would endanger our friendly relations with the neiglihc airing ])r>wers. Sir. 
it has hern objected that confiscation without trial would he a punishment 
unheard of in any country of the world. I do admit that the forh'iturc 
provided for by this liill would hr without trial in llie first instancr, hut 
as my Hontnirahlo friend, ]\rr. Bi.swas, clearly ])oiiited out, there arc 
safeguards and very important safeguards against that power of the 
executive hriiig in any way ahused in section 00 (b), (c) and {d) of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. Tn fact any pei-son who is aggrieved at the 
orders of tlu‘ exceiitive in the present comioetion conld apply for redress 
to the High Court and flie High Court can grant him a spt^cial Bench 
in order to decide the whole question. No\^^ T sa\ what better safe- 
guards could any individual ]iossihlv t‘\pt*ct ' I suhndl ihrrffnn- that tla* 
opposition to tlie present amendment has no grounds to si and upon and 1 
therefore support the motion. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Soulhern T)ivisi«»ns ; Muhavu- 
madan Rural): Sir, 1 rise to oppose the cl.anse. 1 was ratlnr surj)rise(l 
at the c'lrgument advanced by my friend, Mr. C. (’. Jh’swas. I suppr)S( h* 
has never practised before a Magistrate as he has always practised lietore 
the Higli Court, but I would ask tliose peoplii wlio have got experiemv of 
Magistrates to consider this fact that the Governor Cienernl in Council 
has declariid in the ease supposed that a certain document is of a liholloip 
character and immediately after the. Govorninent have* taken aetion to 
confiscate the wholi> tiling. We know- wdiat flic Magistrates are. The 
Magistrates, ermsidering that the Governnienl of India have alre.ady tal:en 
action by confiscation, wall find it exceedingly hard, and w’ill net^l very 
great courage — and thov cannot In- said to po.ss(*^s courage eqnivah nt to 
that possessed bv the High Court Judges, — to give a decree in favour ot 
the accused. Tliev will assume and fake it for granted that the aceu^esJ 
is guiltv, or the Government of India would not have taken action and 
confiscated” the whole thing. 

The second point which T would like to draw attention to — and I 
afraid iriy friend, Mr. Biswas, did not pav Hufiiciont attonfion to 
that according to the principles of jurisprudence, every person should h^ 
considered to be innocent unless his ernilt is proved. Now, here w’ithont 
giving anv opportunitv for proof w-hethor the statement is of a lihcllo^ 
character or not. action is taken at once and it is roallv left for the accused 
to prove before the High Gourt that the articles w^hich he has vritten wer® 

^ not of a Ubellous character. Therefore, such action which is provided 
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this partieukir clause is against the principle of law, and 1 do not think 
it is justifiable to take any action unless the oase is proved by law that 
the article is of a libellous character. 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas: That is the principle of section 99 A. 

Dr. ZCiauddin Ahmad: It Ls just what 1 am objecting to, that libel 
should not bo eonfusod with sedition. Libel is one thing and sedition is 
another thing. I am sorry that my Honourable friend, who has been 
practising as a lawyer, confuses the two issues between libel and sedition, 
and that is really just the principle on which T jini opposing this Bill; 
we started with libel and (‘.nded with sedition. The Govemment pro- 
duced the whole Bill on the ground that they are only providing for libel- 
lous statement, but in fact they have gone much further. They are 
extending it to sedition and taking iu-tion accordingly. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : What about libels on the Prophet? 

Dr, Zlaaddin Ahmad: My Honourable friend is asking what about 
libels on the Prophet? T am very sorry that he is comparing the foreign 
Ruler with the Prophet. T have no reply. On the ground that this sec- 
tion confuses the issue and widens its scope. I oppose it. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadau Kural): 
Sir, 1 do not agree with my Honourahlc frUnd Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad when 
he says that Mr. Bisw'as. having practised in tlie High (V>iirt*s and having 
no experience of iriofuseil courts, has confused himt elf about sections of 
the law’ which are acceptable' and those sections which are not accept- 
able. 

I^. Ziauddin Ahmad: H(‘ does not apprtei 5 iti‘ tlu' nnutality of the 
Magistrates who will try cases; that is my point. 

Ml. Amar Nath Dutt: When you k'gislatc, it is not our husinoss to 
look to the materials by which the law’ we enact here will bo iidministcred 
in the. country. In fact if that principle were introduced in our legisla- 
tion, I think we would have various types of legislation for various pro- 
vinces f>nd Magistrates. T do not know whether my Honourable* friend, 
who hold the. ofTic*^ of a Magistrate, ever needed spe(?ial legislation for 
ninaHolf, and I hope he was not one of the to w’liich he refers as 

giving wrong judgment. 

Ziauddin Ahmad; T never tried anv ca<e. f wa< a briefless Magis- 
trate. 

lb. Amar Nath Dutt: 1 \va> (old that the Honourabli* iKclor prac- 
tised in the University and not tlu* profession of law. Whatever it may 
0, I think in inv opinion this amendment seems to be a very reasonable 
one in view of the facd that yon have a<'<.'epted the principle (^f the Bill 
and you want to have legislation like. this. 

Dr. Ziauddin A hm ad ; We have not accepted the prinople of the Bill. 

Nath Dutt: Not having thrown cut the Bill at the con* 

^ eration stage, I cannot understand the p^>?.itioii of niy Honourable 
^nend. If your position is that you will have, some legislation of this 

friendly relations between neighbouring States is 
sho ^ think it is to our interest that the law on this point 

cinW # anything. Sir, as for the acceptance of the prin- 

Kb ^ ^ always against legislation which restricts human 

® y ttnd freedom of speech, but considering the higher interest of society « 
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considering the present position of India, cfonfronted as we are on our 
borders by savage tribes and barbarous races, where a single spark may 
ignite the inflammable material and cause immense misdiief to this 
country, it is to our interest that these neighbours of ours on every side 
of India should not have reason to think that Government or the people 
•governed by the Government are unfriendly towards them, and if that 
principle is accepted — of course I am not hero saying that I do accept 
the principle — I think the best thing for us is to have an amendment like 
this. 

An Honourable Member: T move tliai the quc'^tion be now put. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That tho question l3e now put.*’ 

The motii)n was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That for clauf>e 3 a.s re-nunilwed tho following lu' .".ul it utod : 

Tho provi-ion.=5 of soction< 99.\ to 990 of ll)o ('odo f>f (^liminal l*i O' odurB. ?89P. 
and of sections 27B to 27D of the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, shall 
apply in tho case of any book, newspaper or other document containing 
matter which is defamatory of a Ruler of a State outside but adjoining 
Indi«a or of (he con.sort or son or principal Minister of such Ruler and 
tends to prejudice the maintenance of friendly rel'dions IWween His 
Maje.sty’s Government and the Government of such Stale in liko manner 
as they apply in the case of a book, new.spaper or document containing 
seditious matter within the meaning of those sections*.** 

Tho Assembly divided ; 


AYES— 54. 


Arott. M.\ A. S. V. 

Ahmad* Nawaz Khan, Major N«iwal». 
Abined. Mr. K, 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana. Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 
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Oidnev, Li cut. -Colonel Sir Henry. 
Graham, S*> Lancelot 
Gwvnne, Mr. C. W. 
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Novee, Sir Frank. 

Pend’t, Rao Bahadur S. R. 
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Rajah, Raja Sir Vasudeva. 

Rama Rao, Diwan Bahadur H. 
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Rastogi. Mr. Badri Lai. 

Ran, Mr. P. R. 

Rov, Mr. S. N. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 
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.Snrda, Diwan Bahadur Harblas. 
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Sher Muhammad Khan Giikh.jv. -M* 
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^khraj Raf, Rai Bahadur. 
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AVidul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Ahdur Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

(^'hinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Tbrahini Ali Khan, Ll.-Nawah 
Muhammad. 

Jadhav. Mr. B V. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth. 

Misra, Mr. . B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Tiic motion was adojAed. 


Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehaufijir K. 

Murtiiza Saheb Bahadur, MauW 
Savyid. 

Palil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 
Sitaraniar?\iu, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy, S-r AbduHah. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


Sir Abdur Rahim: Sir, 1 bog to move that iii clause 3 as re-numbered 
and ainciidtMl bv tliis ifouse the following proviso be added: 

“Provided that for the purposes of tins section the said provision shall be construed 
^8 if for the woni^i ‘Local Coveriinient ‘ wherever they occur, the words ‘Governor 
General in (’ouiuil* were ji.ub.stituled.’’ 

The rcMson \\]\\ I move. this amendment is that tlie pow'er to prosecute 
is vested in llui (iovoriior Ueiita-al in Council, \vhil(3 under sections 99A 
to 9iK» of ilu' Criminal Pnxa'dnre (\>do the powta* tn forfeit any seditious 
iimlttT or an\ matter of tliat character which is circulated is vested in 
the Local ( uivernnuad. 1 submit tliat, baving regard to the scope pf this 
Bill, tin* prfiprr atiilKuity to ortlcr conliscatinn of any defamatory matter 
which comes within tlie niiscltief of the Act f^hould he the Governor 
Coneral in ('onncil. I \mdor.siand that tJovernmout have no objection. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Wo have no objection, Sir. 

Th(‘ motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: 'I'lu* tpu*stior is: 

“That clause 3, a<j re numbered and aiiiendejl .-fand part of the Bill.*’ 

The motion w'as adopted. 

Clause 3. as ve-tmrnbered and amended, was added to the Bill. 


Mr. President: Tlij- question is: 

“That- clause 4, as rc luiinhercd, .stand part of the Bill.'* 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Bir, T move: 

“That in clause 4 ns renunil)ored for the word.s ‘,i memher of the family or is a* 
the words ‘tlio con.sort or son or principal’ 1 x 5 .'<uhstituted. and for the word.s ‘member 
or tho word.s ‘consort, son or principal* l>o .substituted.” 

This is :i conse(]uentinl amendment and there is tlierefore no need to 
Tnake a formal speoeh. Sir, T move. 

Tho motion was adopted. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, r move : 

.“That in clause 4 ns re numbered after the word ‘offence’ the words ‘upon a com- 
plaint* ho inserted.** 

The amendment is purely conso<]uential. Clause 2 of the Bill as amended 
BO longer specifies or defines any ofTence. and it is the section under 
which 'complaints have to he made. T therefore move this amendment. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, the next amondment that I rise to move is: 

“That in clause 4 as re-numbered, for the word and figure 'Section 4*, the word and 
figure ‘Section 3* be substituted/* 

This too a purely consequential amendment and a mere maitor of re- 
numbering. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Tlie question is that claust‘ 1, as re-mimbered and amend- 
ed. stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4, as re-numhored and amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: Sir, if my own feelings an* an\ index: to >ours 
and thosf of tlu* House at large, I may assume that your only wish 
is that 1 sliould not detain you one mtunonl longer than is necessary. 
I can only say tliat I am exceedingly grateful to many Honourable 
Members on all sides of the House for tbi* support that tliey ])ave 
given to ■« Ijiil which is neot‘Ssarily distasteful in some n speeds to every- 
body. I tiiank thorn both for their votes and tor their ahstimmee, for 
their silencr and for their speeches. Sir. I niovi* that the Bill, as amended, 
be passed. ' 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Mr. IVesident, 1 cannul allow the Jlill lo go 
through the tliird reading without, making oertain observations, 'the Bill 
seeks lo ere.ite macliinerv for punishing certain lihrllon^ <>r def.imatoiw 
statements aeainsl foreign Kulers; and W(‘ have* been deliberating (wa r 
this Bill iifi h^gi.slator.s re.sponsihli- for any legislation in ifiis eoiintry. 
One of tih' Hononral)le Ahanhers of the Naliotialist Part\ just n()W. in 
supporting the annaided clause urged as his main argnitn iil that India 
is surrounded by barbarous nations. I should like niy Honourable friend 
the Foreign Secretary to note that. an<l to tell tis wiu'ther that is not 
defamatory of our neighbonrs. And yet it is nt.ality lik»‘ this wh'cli 
is enlisted in snppr.rt of this Bill. 

Our anxiub . llie anxiet\ of the Independent i’art.y. throughonl has 
been to see that the- liberty (»l‘ thr^ Press is not unneaassarily curtailed. 
We have protested against ih(* provisions of the Bill as it was originally 
introduced and which were of a far more sweeping character than the 
present provisions. Tt was duo to our prote.sts that, the Bill was consider- 
ably modified and has been reduced to a case of defamation, pure and 
simple, with one exception and that a very important c‘Xcoption, the clause 
regarding forfeiture. In no case, of defamation would any defamatory 
article or speech be ordered to be forfoit(‘d, unless the offtmeo has been 
proved and unless it has boon found by a court of justice that the publi- 
cation in question is in fact defamatory. Therefore to that extent the 
Bill does exceed the limits of defamation. Ifc in a great pity that iu 
a matter of tliis importance communal questions or communal mentality 
should have come into prominence. I pointed out at the very beginning 
of the debate on this Bill that there was no question of any one com- 
munity being more particularly interested or more particularly concerned 
than any other Indian community; and the least reflection will 
that that is so in fact. It is wholly a measure against the Kberty of 
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the Press ta comment on foreign affairs, and I for one am stronglj' of 
opinion that the Press sliouid have the fullest liberty to comment on 
foreign affairs. Tliat is the law of all civilised countries and that is tho 
law which we on this side of tho lloiisi;, we at any rate of the Independent 
Party, w'aiit to sec firmly establish(‘d here. Ifut we admit that if a 
Buler is defaira^d or his jnliicipal MinisltT or hi.s Ambassador, then in 
that case it is only fair tlial. like* an ordinarv citizen of the country that 
Killer slioiild have the moans of seeking remedy in onr courts. To that 
extent \v(; agre(‘d ; but wlu-ii we. found that the Bill us a matter of fact 
exceeded thosi* limits, wn felt bound to enter our protest. Our protest 
has been ineffective as we knew all .alonj.^- that it would bo. That un- 
fortunately is th(‘. posit ir)n now; but we liavt* considered it* onr duty 
nevertheless to entia* our protest against it. 1 ain i^erfootly willing to 
acknowledge the willingness shewn by iny friend the Honourable the 
Foreign Secretary to reconwder llub provisions of the original Bill and his 
readiness to make any concessions which he. considered reasonable. I have 
no complaint to make against him; but wc hold that, so far at least as# 
one iriiporlanl proxision of th»‘ B*i{! \< lajiHa-nu d, lu* has not b'.en properly 
advised; and tliaf Is flu- gi.-t- <»f (/u • obji-eti^ai. Wc* Iniow it is not pos.sihle 
for ns in do .-inyllnng more \\\ tin- ni.itter. exi'epting Irvlgc ran* protest. 


Mr, 0, S. Ranga Iyer: bir, except on the question of opposing the 
circulation f>l this Bill, wliieb was moveil bv my diblingui.shed friend 
from Aligai’li (Ih*. Ziau(hlin Alimadj, and a>s<^eKiling in} self thongu rather 
late in tin; day with c*ne <a* Iwo oli'-.rx at iv;ns of tla* B. adtr of the iudepen- 
tleiil Parly, I ’na\(‘ nt*t iiad mueli of a >•} ou tlii^ measure; and now 
tlial tills Bill i- iia\'‘liiug v* i*} inlu tlie Si aluti -book. \\ is ]ust as 

well tlial .1 from tiiis >ide of \\u- Il-u.-i* sound e.. i.f warning to tlie 

Government. This is a. Bill wliieh, wlieii ii- l>ie(*m<< aji Act-, must 
be adlllini^^('rl•d wiili great eauiioii fur n <jiv<»i\ts the- lilini}* the Press, 
bir, we lia.v»' read in the Siaien.uul i»f Objii-ts and le’ae^oos tlval tho 
Governriunt ha.\e been n’\ing to adieri* a< elostl\ .is |a >'-;i>;*e lo the 
coininon J.aw ol P.ngiaiid ; l)ut- Ihij^iand b<as rrspt-n-ibie pi wa i miu iil. India 
is yet* to liave responsible gi>venmieiu. W'l* iiave always be- u. unwilling 
on this side, of the llou^e to put exUMoriiiie.r} pmvi rs in :he iKind.s of 
the (‘xecut5\'e. .‘md in the [H-e-fUt ca^e I ral^ tle^ pieee ()} legisialion 
rather e.\traordlnnr\ in tlie si oe that it is ut.t, in the ovdiiia.i*} law of 
tho land, niid even in I’hiLdand. a '-elf-governing eountr\. tins particular 
law has alwa\s been ;»dniinis1 ered with caution. Sir. ilie Hone.urable the 
Foreign Seeretarv is lu'i doubt aware of '-ome of ilu* iiu-st sensational 
Writings against Quc*en Victoria’s i:!’andson indulged in by lh<^ late Mr. 
^tead, the Kditor of (be Xufinval //< r/ea*. and tlie Kdiiors iif many other 
Reviews. Mr. Stead himself as the Kditi'*!* of tl\i' Iv-iucir of Heviews 
indulged in a series of sensational wiitings (»asting iremmulous retleelions 
on Queen Victoria V graiidsun 1»> \ears hefovi' the wav broke out- between 
Great Britain and Oermany. Xo action was taken, and today I am not 
willing to placo th.*it litcratnri' bcf»>re tho House lest T should take the 
i^ime of this House. Tliere was a good deal of sensation in Germany, 
and I believe the ex-Kaiser, the then Emperor of Germany, staled that 
such writings wonld bring abont a war, but no action was taken against 
’^ny English newspaper, review or magazine. Why? Because there is 
J^osponsihle government in England. Sir, somebody said that, “A subject 
J^ation has no politics”, and we certainly have no foreign politics. That 
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being the ease, I would ask the Oovenmuiiit, now that this Bill is going 
to be passed into law, to administer tlie law witlx great care and only 
in cases of proved necessity. Sir, we are however anxious, especially 
when times are bad and communal feelings are running high, that India 
must iu)t become the base of operations lor any kind of activity against 
any neighbouring nation or State wbieli ina\ liap])en to jirofcss a religi(’)n 
entirely different to ours. 

Sir, m> friend Mr. Amar Nath Bull appiairs to have trodden on the 
corns of the i-lonour;U)le the Leader of the Independent Tarty wlien he 
used an t'xpivssion “barbarous nations”, lie did not individualise a single 
nation. Het.ween India and the LrontiiM* tlu'n* is (’hina- a congeries of 
nations — where there is the barbarism df Wvir. A natioji which wages war 
is necessarily barbarous; when nations indnl;^e in a Mar tlu'v l)econif‘ 
barbarioiis. As they are for the tinu* bi‘ing Magiiig a wai’, thf\ become 
barbarous. Again, Sir, wluni t he Honoiira.ble I lie Leader of tia* liidi^])CM- 
dent Party, rather luiinonnisly I slu.'uld tiiinlc. sngiji'sUMi tlmt tliat sialc- 
jnent- came very nearly uiiiiin ilu* law of defamation. I couid nuly sn\ 
tliat my friend Mr. .\mar Nath Dntt did m*! eonie i ven under {bis Bill 
which thn^atens to Ixa^onir lau. lx eansi' be did rx»t name le,.: naifir of 
the Pider of a neiglibonring State; lu* did n<a name tlie Ambas.iifj, n* of 
tliat Slate; be did not name the (*nnsort .,r tlx- son of that Lnler. (.la 
Houounblc Mcnihfr : “IL* uann'd Miein ;dl.”'i My I lononreMe friend 
Sir Abdiir Pialiim sa\s lie named (hem all. i>\ so namim; lx- ve-nt out 
of tlie rei:ioii of defamation beean^i' la* was Ljaieralisimj and Mt>< i-arli- 
CuIarisiTi". Sir, 1 do nf)t think I ^lioiild talc.- more time of ilil- !bni><e. 
and so w’ilh these obser\ations 1 resnme m\ '^eaf 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Gaiijam emu Vi/.agapaiam • Noii-Mubaminadim < 
llural) : Sir, tlie lioiioiirablc the iioador of tlie Nationalist Grouj) with the 
instinct of a journalist lias rightly understood the ediaractcr of this rnailor 
when he said that it is diroctiid against the principles on which a public 
Press ought to stand. .1 am not rjuite sure wludher ho has nob been 
deliberately too late in the <lay, for had he delivered that speeeli. a little 
efirlier, perhaps the Bill would have taken a diffoient course. .... 

Hr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Not at all. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: However that may be, 1 W(xulil like to point out 
that this Bill is not the IBll which was originally referred to tlie Select 
Committ^'x. it has taken a.difh'ront form in the S«*lect Commiticc, and 
wdxen it has finally emerged into this House it has taken a sumorsault, 
and the Bill now before ns is not wbat even tlio collective wisdom of the 
Select Coniinittee has been pleased to frame. Tliere is no doubt that 
this BiU is altered beyond recognition, and it is considered in certain 
quarters of even this House that the Bill has been improved. Whether 
the alterations made in this Bill ru’e better or for worse it is for ^ ® 
country to judge, for T am afraid w’C have failed to judge them proper y 
on the floor of this House. T am reminded again on this debate of © 
words which were uttered a few days ago by the Honourable the Finance 
Member in tb*"* course of bis Budget sneoe.b referring to the 
Tnerebants about the passion for self-inflicted wounds. I said on t a 
occasion that it is a malady which has boon prevalent on Governmon 
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Benches. Todtiy, I find, Sir, that it is confined not merely to the Govern- 
ment Benches, but this malady o£ sustaining a passion for self-infiicted 
^vounds has become just as ccniimon on this side of the House as it has 
)ec*onie. ill tile other side*, (.l/t Honourable Member: “It is an epidemic.") 

Sir, I iuive. l)(‘eii making my position very clear from the very beginning 
^0 far as tliis P>ill is concerned. I have always been saying that this 
Bill is a blac'k Ih'll and however nnicli yon may wash it, yon can never 
make it whilt* Ihll, because ii is iiol, as ihi! h’oieign Secretary repeatedly 
told ns. the pacen lioni English law (»n the sniijcct. Tt is neither the com- 
mon law »)• Knglaiid or the Siatuti law of Ami'rica : it is but a miserable 
half-easi. • which is being imposed on this country. On an earlier occasion 
1 gave a l)i ief siinnnaiy of the antlajiiiy of a great \vrii» r on tlie theory and 
practice of ini rrnaf ional Imw on lh»- '-nbjecl, and it is not my intention to 
rciterato wlial I siid ilien \or i; (h^sirahle that T slioiild repeat what 
r said oil that oi-ea'-iion. If we an* to have this l.-iw. kd us have it, but 
Id that ii )»i be in the name of what it is not and what it can never be. 
ddiis is a. fn«'a*^ure primaril\ ini ended Im strengthen the hands of the execu- 
live to fight ;fj"inst an\ f(. reign inthii iice com])licat ing tlie internal situa- 
tion. and ;?> such a ])olitical mci‘-.nr'' directed .against tin* Press of the 
whole <-oinitry wiiliout di>t inet ion. 1'. nol diroct(‘d against any parti- 
cular »*<annnnut., ; it. d tlirecti d against the Press of all eommunitic&* in 
litis connti v. And if oor reason is not prejndici d, if our jiulgment is not 
clouded, we c:itt \aTv weM, s.m* th;t tliis incasnvc is intended to .afTeet 
fiarticularU even all tlio-i' conuennil who nnforttinatoly think that they 
would It'll- bt' alVceKM] by this iiu'a^nri*. Stteb being the mr-asuro, I wish 
to record m\ emitlialie ririilest. ff tbirt'* is to be onlv one voit against this 
motion, tl’.-n vutc <iiaM be ntine. 

(in ;ni t-arlii’r ncea>iou, 1 ga\e 'Oine instances l‘J dls[)rove the pro- 
position that in spiti* of tlu* repeatetl assertions of the Foreign Secretary, 
liia.t- wb. never migiit li.i\e e/t tlif ((.miic u law of JhigLind years ago, that 
law, bowing to tla^ force of public Ojiinion, had to remain a dead letter in 
England. Tiic ibreign Seeretaiw auein])liil to explain away those cases 
with g'ond hnni.iiir. lb- s-tcr'lici-d iia'-mi lor good luiniour ami inu'oii- 
^cioiisiy li;iN brrii I lu • ig] k n 11 t 1 u j diu.^i d itg iiiv politt iliai there is no Press 
eontml in this regani. If 1 did not cite Ni'veral instances on that occasion, 

It. IS l)e.*:iii.-e I Oid no? want- to i*rov.d my ^pei'cli with many details. So 
far !is i'higland was <*■. uiei rned, lli.-ie ate innnnu'i’c.ble insta.iices betw'oon 
hSr^-^ t^t P.Hii in nartienl.ar when ih - llriMsh Press not only e.xccedcd the 
‘■'Ounds •: iiiiernai ional obligat ions, (mi evmi d» liberate];, set lU nought 
Hie Ihigli-h law of libel, and tlu'\ were nroticlid bv the pnldie opinion 
of the e</untvv that tlie ( lo\ laanni lU- had either iii evade the issr.es or 
«tate tha.i tin x Imd no eontrol o\< r their Press wlien indygmint protests 
had liean i'.dg'd foreign Stati's. Winai f eiied the fleianan ami other 
til • |•^c•eilrn Seerefa.rv said liiaf tlie Pre^s writer wai'^ an obscure 
oito and th-olored ti-at ilie S’ ate tlid not lake auv action which would have 
prevonie.l tin* recai War had tliey done so. Tie ignored the Secretary of 
State’s stall ‘ineni ih;'d ne'vspai>ers a»v not under control, which is the 
^^vaterial point in i*^sne. However, if the Foreign Secretary would like, 
^ f'an ;dve anv nmnher of instances, ancient and Tuodern, to prove that 
vvhalover inigdd he' iTie ciunmon law on the snbiect. it is obsolete, made 
so by the fori'o of public opinion, that no novernment in Kneland would 
dare to prosecufe a newspaper in this matter. Not only newspapers, hut 



2896 


LBGISLATXV]; ASSEMBLY. 


[2nd April 1932. 


[Mr. B. Sitaramaraju.] 

responsible British statesmen, coiis^tantly spoke bitterly against the States. 
I could quote numbers of instances where imniodcrale abuse and intem- 
perate dt-nunciations of the Soviet regime were mafic. Speaking in Watford, 
the Secretary of State for India, Lord Birkenhead, speaking of Moscow 
and the Soviet Oovernment, declared that Ihey were “a band of murderoi*s 
and robbers”, and this was published in the Mornmrj Post of the 22nd June 
1925 — it is not so old or obscure as the Foreign Secretary said, bub recent 
quotations from British Press. In Bolton, IVIr. Churchill jailed the 
Soviet Government, “The dark conspirators of the Moscow Ki*omlin*\ 
This was published in the Daihj Tclefjrnph of the 22nd rlnno, 1926. The 
Conservative Party at Scarborough on the l7th Oclober, 1926, called the 
Soviet Government, “A group of international blood-siickei’s”. This was 
published by the Morning Post in its issue of the IRth October 1026. All 
this when Pnssia was not an unfriendly power. Where is ibis Press 
control? ITis Majesty’s Government’s views on Pre^s control are stated 
ns follows: 

“His Majesty's Gevorninem irmeh any en,. tlaii the nov. naptM 

should at limes he utili.‘!e(l as the vehiele nf nai la i riiiiin .l i(;n>. lUit if 

they had the power to intorfev(>---whicli it i.-; of eonr^e wi'll t-nown Ih't <}..y !»av»* 

— they wiMild not feel railed npi^n to r«*«^hain the and .so 

.'\u()Miei* .v(‘rious olqtad ioii to (hr* Bill is thi^^. There is no offer of 
reciptocal tftndtnent assui(.*il fiom those Slates Tor who^^c laMjefit this 
enaclnuait is nuide. It does no| fall inlo line even with an Asiatic power’s 
concept icai o^ it. The PiTsian law under Article 81 of the Persi.in Petnd 
Code nins as follows : 

“Whoevei in .-'iny w.ny opt-niy .'l.tidiM- tlu* II«Md nf .. .a- !.;• ;}.e Miphi- 

matic repre.-enta: i ve of a Si ite in Ih-ro’a will Im* « oiid**nu)ed to rorrretionai 

iinpri.sonmcnt. for a period of three njr‘iith.< to two vi.U'. -i.lijf : r . lie «-'nflin‘ori that- 
the Foreign State a<’< or(l.s n cipnval to-at ment in Mieh maOers !•> I’er.da.” 

Where is that reciprocal treat ineni given to e»r a.-siui’d under tiiis 

Bill? We penalise ninh-r Mii' l>i!l onr own. peopl<- to :-ec:ne to a foreiait 
State freedom from unwelcome attentions of onr lh'.‘ss without affording 
equality of trcatnu*?it in thi'< direrdion in that eoinitry. 

There is atintlier diilicultN . In the (*ase (»f IndimK hi ih-- ii. i'Jil.duriii- 
States who are there either as permanent setth^s or residents for trade 
purposes, if and when injured by tlio action of that State, this fiill would 
prevent the Press in tin's cfaintrv from taking up llieir c.insr uni attack- 
ing the conduct of that State. 

Further, the only operative clan.se is clause 2. It vMUit, iiilo the Select. 
Committee in one form and came out in another IV>vm. On (In^ door of 

the House, it turned a clean sonifTsanlt, and we have a now clause, iho 
result being that judicial control is brought to the narrowoi^t limits, if at 
all any, worth c.alling as sncli. In Ibis eonneetion T would like fo ni.iko 
only one .observation. A power Is eilhor friendly (n ns or nn^’rieinllv. B 
unfriendly, there can be no question of endangering the rolalions. If 
relations arc friendly what possible objo.efion can there he lo disclose in 
a court evidence of mafters relafing t-o a Stale, wdiich is friendly? Surely, 
it cannot be contended that friendly relations cannot bo brought to light. 

Lastly, another strong ohjeefion is that public opinion is powerless to 
influence the Government in this country, and therefore those ‘drastic 
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powers are likely to stifle all freedom of the Press in these matters. That 
alone is sufficient ground for rejecting the Bill. 

I would only conclude with the remark that the Bill as it has emerged 
now is an entirely different Bill altogether, and would it be proper on 
the part of the Government to push on with this measure without afford- 
ing an opportunity to the country to have its say in the matter? How- 
ever, the mood of the Governraeiit appears to be to precipitate this legisla- 
tion with a few alterations regardless of the opinion of the Public. I for 
one would strongly enter mv omphalic protest against the passing of this 
Bill. 


Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad: J oxpros my great regret that, in .•^pite of our 
repeated protests, tliis nieasuni will soon becjoino the law of the land. 

[ thought that the Foreign Seen-tary would probably lake a liint from the 
ficadcr ot the JIou.sc wlion lie said in the morning, or rather threw a bomb- 
shell that he wanted to discus?? tlie f|Uostion of the Sugar Indus^n* Pro- 
tection Bill at the Simla S(*sf;ion. I. thought all the time that it was 
probably :i slip of the* l<)ngin> and that he really meant the Foreign Belations 
Sill, whieli is nwrr eonl out inns iliMii ihe Sugar Industry Bill. 

We have hiam drawing ilu- att'aitioii the Fon-igu Seeretaiy to the 
genuine grievanc(‘s which we have. Sir, he lias not given on the floor of 
this Jlou.se any other reason wh\ he inlrodiiccd iliis Bill except the one 
ihat ill order (hat India may be n-ckoiKal joiiong the civilised countries 
of the; world, if- is ( ssejjtial that ii slioiild liavc a coininon law of the 
type wo have in Kngland. 'rb.al ;< tlie only argument which I have heard 
from ihe F<)reign Se<*vet ir\ in ^uppnrt rif hi> na»tk»n to introduce this 
P»il]. Tliere err iiumx otlna' matters in which we are less 
eivili.st (I tli.m Fuel oal. I would rather ivinaiu less civilised 
rather -han vote tor the pn'senf Bill. IMy friend altogether forgot that 
conditions in India are ditferont from those in Kngland. Our ^fagistrates 
are not of the same calibre as rlie Magistrates in Kncland. Tn Kngland 
they are very independent and ire above all influence^. In India there are 
Magistrates wlio cannot go even .against the wislies of the Superintendent 
of Police, not to speak of tlie riovernmcnt of India. There are some who 
s#how independonco of cliaracter, hut the fact is not. forgotten at the time 
they have to cross tlu' efticiency bar. The Ala gist rates, will find it very 
difficult to go against the wishes of the Government of India. (Sir 
Tjancelof (iraJuihi : ‘'Xo’') My friend sitting on tlit‘ Govcniment Benches 
in this riinmher ^ays **No”, hut if he goes into the country and makes 
inquiries, ho will agree with me. T shall leave this iopie here ns it is not 
relevant. I can almost say. as my distinguisliod friend lias ju.st said, that 
with this law you cannot make hl.iidc white and wliite black. I admit that 
a mistake is a mistake, and though we have removed a px'id deal of the 
poisonous effect of the first draff of this Bill, still the poison is there, 
however much sugar-coated if mav ho Tu this Bill libel is eoiifuscd with 
sedition. Tn the ease of libel, T consented so far that if any person 
publishes :iny statoniont whieh is of a libellous chnr.actor against the Rulers 
of adioining States, action may he taken against him or in other words 
fhe Rulers of adioining States may be put on tlie same footing as the 
msidents in British India. This particular demand I was niiite willing to 
agree to, but the Rill goes mutdi f\n-thor than what it claimw. Had the 
^pe .been restricted to libel. T would have said very little about it. but 
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the scope of the Bill is very much wider aud goes much further thau 
the objects wJiich tlie Government had in mind. We know very little 
about foreign policy and we discuss it very seldom. In future there will 
always be a great danger of coming under the clhtches of this particular 
law. When we discuss foreign policy, it is impossible to leave out person- 
alities, and wJicn personalities conic in, we shall always be in danger of 
being convicted under this law. Sir, I pointed out at the outset, when 1 
proposed that the Bill iniglit bo circulated, that the criticism against a 
Biller, who may have taken any action or may have done anything which 
may be against the tenets of Islam or against the canons of our religion, 
may be interpreted as sedition instead of libel and prosecution may follow. 
There wt^ have still to see how this law' will be applied in practice. I 
strongly protest against the transfer of libel into sedition. Considering 
the enornious tnnibles wt* ari» now facing, is it wise to add one mon- 
measure like this for public excitement? It may be that this law* may 
please one or two of the adjoining Bnlers, but- is it wise to displease a 
large number of our own subjects in order to please tliem? T would 
have verv much liked that fins I’ill had never been brought before, us, 
but it is now boenming law and bt-fon' T sit down, I want to raisi- me 
voice of protest against this particular moasure of the GovernTnont. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur Madras: Arubain- 

iTiadan): I eaunof (‘oneratiilato ui\ Tlononrable friend tlu' Forf !,!/n Severe* 
tarv on his sncoes< wirli ri-u'ard to Mu's Bill whiidi is soon to boi’ouie. law. 
In this connection. Sir. T liave to a few words. Then* is a Prrsian 
couplet which runs thus : 

^fan az bc in'n'iatt lutnfiz na naUiW : 

Kc ba man hc'rbe ka*'d na hard, 

I feel the at)-^(*n('e < .f ru\ TIonnurahle friend Sir James Oerar very much, 
but there arc other Persian scdiolars w'ho may be abh' to follow' it. Sir, it 
ifi* intended more for our own ^loslcrn friends than for the Government and 
it means this. T have no complaint against foreigners who have introduced 
this Foreign Relations Bill; but so far as our own pioph- an^ eoneenied. 

I have to lodirc a C'"»nip!:i!nt a’;;«inst tlio^r who liavo made common <»ause 
with tho Government as regards this which is surely calculated to 

cuiiail our libertv to a gn'at ext<*nt aiu! partie.ularlv in matt(*rs coucerniug 
our religion. Tliis Bill, when pas»sed into law, will play much mischief. 

It was Ijroierht to flu^ notice of the Governiiient rliat, so far as Persia 
and other ifoslem dominions are coneorned, their Kulers may go against 
the tenets of Islam, and accord'ng to this T^ill we won't be justified in 
criticising them boeauso tfiey hapfiou fo be Itulers. Wo will criticise 

their action at an / (‘ost . Iv'» u if wi* liavo i:ol a law of fbi'^ kind w e will 

critiifi<^e, them when tla-v uo a<,^•\•nsi tlu* law' r)f the SJturint. iMiis Gov^ 
CTTirnr-nt shouM take note of. Tbi- Act. is tuore than the Barda Act. Jt 

onlv ri. rjuppfiori of d»"^’’r"o. Tbf-re w';is a time when Syed Jalaluddin, a 

Mo^'hnl, wbo became a British siibieol. wa.s running ;i paper (‘ailed 
IJahuhnilnn. in the Persi.ui laneuag^*. TT«* w'as criticizing the rulers of 
Persia, the later kingsi of the faniilv of Khacbar, who wen' enjoying them- 
selves in Paris and London without caring for thi‘ir subjects. Then the 
PiHtisVi Oovenirnent did not come forw'nrd to proceed against Sfiiv.vid 
Jalaluddin of Persia . who was in f'alciifta. .\gain, there was the timo 
when kintr ArnsmMlIa'i declnrerl hiii)=e1f infleiienflent nnil wns tlie frietwr 
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of the Britishers and some articles were being written against him, even 
then this kind of legislation was not considered necessary. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khau (Nominated Non-Oilicial) : He was 
not ou friendly terms with the British Government. 

Mftulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: It is for the Government to 
gay that and not for Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan. 

Mr. President: Order, order. Please go on. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Now, all of a sudden our Gov- 
ernment began to sympathize with the present Euler, so much so that 
they deem ii necessary to have legi.slatioii oi tins i<md! 1 may assure 
the House that not even a single Aiussalman here, not even any other 
Indian community, is against the present ruler of Afghanistan; on the other 
band wci appreeiale him for having brought the civil war to a eJose ana for 
having established a settled kingdom in Afghanistan (Hear, hear), and 
Yot we do not deem it necessary to have legislation of this kind, which, as 
has been admitted hy tlie intrxluci.T of this Bill, my Honourable friend 
the Poroigii Secretary, is distasteful. No v, 1 ask my Honourable friend 
and the Government as to what was the necessity for introducing such a 
distasteful measure, especially at a time when the whole of Indi.a is in a 
fitato of confusion and chaos. This goes to prove that the Government 
do not care for tlic opinion of Miissalmaiis. Sir, we see articles: in the 
Press whi rein our Mahasabha friends say that the pr'^sent Government U 
pro-Muslim, and this is the outcome of pro-Musl!mism ! (Laughter.) 

f hini! already said. Sir, how can 1 level a serious charge airainst the 
OovernnnTit wlien some of our own brethren have made common cause 
with them? (Laughter.) Here are some friends who want to stand In 
my way when I say something about this; that goes to prove what kind 
of tem{n r:iment tliey have and what their attitude is. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan: It is all for tlie good ot India and 
for the good of Mussalinans. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Yes, 1 know the mtntality of 
you all. When there was that adjournment motion over the desecration 
of a mtvtjquc here, licre are Miissalinan gentlemen who went with the 
Oove.rninent against the, religious sentiments of the Mussalinans, and It 
is those gentlemen who now eorne forward to espouse the cause of ike 
Government. (Hear, hear.) I am told it was all done on the authority ol 
Mussalnian Ma^jistrates and Mussalmaii poliee. Sir, it has alwa's been 
our contention that, wlioever ho may be, be he a Mussalman, a Christian 
or li Hindu, the moment he heeomes a Government servant, an agent of 
the. Government, he does not can' for his religion. He is untrue to hi» 
religion, and untrue to his country. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member restrict himself to the 
Hill. 

• 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sajieb Bahadur: Mr. Presideni, you know, 
^hen one is interrupted iinnecessjirily, one cannot but deviate from the 
point. JSo, Sir. this distasteful and unwarranted piece of legislation is 
going to be passed, to our grief, and every Member of the Independent 
Party and many Members of the Nidionnlist Party have been against thia 

D 
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measure,— even Mr. Ranga Iyer in his last speech. (An Honourable Mctn^ 
her: “He is not here now.*') Never mind, he will have the occasion . . . . 

Mr. President: 1 would ask Honourable Members not to interrupt the 
speaker. Time is getting on. and these interrupLions luivi3 the effect of 
prolonging speeches. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: So, Sir, this is an uncalled 
for and unwarranted nieasuie, but the Government have availed theni> 
selves of this opportunity wlien the House is very thin — of course they 
are carrying the day with them, so 1 cannot congratulate them, but at the 
same time I am glad that at least some seltlement was brought about 
between tlie Leaders of Parties and the Government Members, which how- 
ever is a poor and sorry coi isolation to us. With these few words, I 
resume my seat. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir. 1 support the nadion of passing 
this Bill into law. (Hear, hear.) While I support the nioLiou, I cannot 
help making a few observations on certain remarks which have fallen iroin 
some gentlemen who have spoken before me on this motion. (Some 
Honourable Members: “Who are they?*') Sir, I cannot accept for a 

moment that this Bill has got anything to do whatsoever witli any parti- 
cular religion or any particular community whatsoever. (Hear, hear.) 
It has been very clearly stated by my Honourable friend, the Leader of 
the Independent Party, who made quite clear to us iiis feeling that this 
Bill as it stands has nothing to do with the Miissalmans or Hindus in 
particular. It applies ro everybody equally;- and therefore this question 
which is dragged in, — that the Mussalmans are averse to this Bill and 
that Mussalinans do not like that this Bill should be prcceedetl with — 
has the effect of unnecessarily dragging the Mussalman question into 
controversy over a measure which has got nothing to do with them parti- 
cularly — it has the effect of unnecessarily dragging in the Mussalman 
question when it was least wanted, when it was least (vpporlune tliat this 
kind of controversy should be brought in or dragged on to the floor of 
the Hou.se. Whatever may liavo been the objections to the Ifill as it 
came before the IFoii.^o in the original shape, certainly. Sir, when it 
emerged from the Select Committee, it was devoid of any communal or 
r'eligioua objections whatsoever and it came cut in the shape that no com-* 
munity or no class of a community can say that it touches them mid rot 
touches the others. It touches Miissairnans. Sikhs, Hindus, (’hristians, 
Parsis all equally, and we took the greatest care in the Select Committee 
to that end; and I must congratulate here the spirit of give and tnkj 
which was shown by my Honourable friend, the Foreign Secretary, and 
my Honourable friend, the Secretary of the Legislative pepartineur, in 
this respect. They throw out open arms. Sir, to meet n.s on this qucj^tion 
and to take away nil those objections which had been brought forward in 
the Septernb(*r Session at Simla. When all these objections Inive 
removed and have been made clear, I think it is very unwise that the 
same question be dragged on even in the third reading, when wo know 
that it has got nothing ^vhntsocvcr to do with the Bill. My Hodournhie 
friend Sayyid Murtuza Saheb may have got some grievance against f*ome- 
body, whomsoever he may have wanted, or whomsoever he may have 
thought as his nearer and dearer friends from whom he has got thw gri®' 
vance, and not against foreigners, and I want to tell him. through you, 
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Sir, that he has no cause for grievance on the score or in the wa^ he wanted 
to insinuate. 

Haulvi Sayyid Mortoza Saheb Bahadur: No insinuation wliatsoever, 
but facts. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: 1 am glad that this Jhii emerges out of 
this House, and it is good iii two respects; it is ebsciiiuii lor tiie progress 
and aavaiiceiiient of liic country* iiiat there should be mternal pt‘iice, 
find at Uie same time it is essential that our neighbours should ue couteut- 
cd and there should he no lorejgn aggression, and that oiii' eounlrv should 
uot be involved in any iinfrienaly relations with our neighbours. 'Ihat 
is the essential question r'or ihe pif'gress ot the country. 'I lie ii.'aiu object 
of the iiill is tliat it is merely a preventive measure whicli stops j-ccj.le 
from disseminating malicious propaganda which might involve the (fouitry 
in bloodsiiefl, money and great sorrow. One ciauso has just now been 
adopted 'by the House by a huge majority. 1 do not see how any man, 
who has got the good of the country at heart, can object to tluis. I do 
not see liow any nia.i who has got political sagufuty can ever think of eppo- 
sing that nuaisure. 'I'lit^ second portion, nanieh , as far as libel is ecn- 
cerned, 1 could iK^t understand thci speeches on the third I'i.'ading could 
refer to that, namely, that any decree could be passed against the accused 
by any Magistrate and so on. 1 therefore give my lull support to the 
motion that the Jlill be pass(‘d into law. 

(At this sttvge some .Honfmrahle Members rost* to speak.) 

Mr, President: Do Honourable Members still want to continue the 
discussion on the third reading? 

An Honourable Member: 1 move that the question he now put. 

Mr. President: I accept the closure. The question is that the ques- 
tion be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Evelyn Howell: yir, I am sure tiiat \oii do iv^t desir-' me to detain 
you for any length of tiTiie, and J will endeavour to he as brief as 1 can. 

1 should like to begin by acknowledging the valuable fellgge^ti(Jns which 
we have had from my esteemed friend, Sir Abdur Rahim, from Mr. Ranga 
Iyer and from many other Members from many quarters of the House. 
Those suggestions have been to a great <’xtent adopted and ini ;)rporated 
in tlie Bill, f think that we on this side of the Jlou^e may also pat 
ourselves on the back and say that we too have Loon good toys about 
that. Also. I should like to acknowledge the very admirable spirit wliich 
has been shown throughout this long debate on all sides of the House. 
The matter under debate might easily have degenerated into a dangerous 
and futile controversy. On the whole, I Ihiiik the .1 ’bati\- have been on a 
high plane, and I should like to congratulate the House on the statesman- 
like spirit in whicli it has hajidlcd this question. My Honoiirab.o friend 
Mr. Ranga Ivor gave the Government a solemn warning that this measure 
which they have now put into their armoury, or are in process of so 
doing, should not be used lightly. T think, on behalf of Government I can 
give him a full assurance on that point. Governments are uot always 
foolisl}. 

An Bonourable Member: Sometimes. 
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Sir Evelyn Howell: Yes, sometimes, they are foolish. But it is quite 
clear that no prosecution could be launched under this Act without the 
consequences of the act being very fully and very thoroughly weighed 
beforehand. I will not attempt to follow my Honourable friend Mr. Eaju 
through his chromatic scheme of white, black and red Bills. I do not 
know what the colour of this Bill is, but I will say, however, that in time 
it may prove its value hereafter, by preventing the presentation to this 
country of the red bill of War, which is a much more c:<peiisivo hill. Time 
alone can show whether the Bill is good or bad, adequate or not, hut 1 
can say that we all hope that it will not have to be used very often and 1 
am sure I say this as a personal opinion — that I really believe it is quite 
possible for any writer to sit down and criticise anv foreign Government 
he likes on any point and no court can ever possibly touch him under this 
Act, if he handles his pen like a gentleman. 

Sir, 1 move that the Bill, as amended, he passed. 

Mr. President: The question is that the Bill, as amended, be passed. 

The As.^^emhl^ divided: 

AYES— 48. 


Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Bak.sh Kliaii Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. O. S. 

BajpTi, Mr. li. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Hajnarayan. 

Bhore, The ITononralde Sir Joseph. 
Bi<«was, Mr. C. C. 

Clow, Mr. A. O. 

Dahl, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza. l)r. F. X. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

V i. Mr. A. H, 

Oidnev, H^nt, -Colonel Sir Henry. 
Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Owvnnc. Mr. C. W. 

Haitr. 'Ihc HonouraMe Air. IT. G, 
Howell. Sir Kvelyn. 

Ismail All Kl’nn. Knnwar Hajee. 
Jawahar S!ngh. Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 


Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lai Chand. Hony. Captain .Rao Bahv 
dur Chaudliii. 

Megaw, Major General J. W. D. 
Mi.‘<ra, Mr. B. N. 

Mooro, Mr. .Arthur. 

Mtijumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjee. Rai Bahadur 8 . (J. 

Nixon. Ml* J. C. 

Noyre, Sir Frank. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S R 
Pillai, Mr. N. R. 

R'liny, The Ifonotirahlo Sir George 
Ra'-a Ran. Diwan Bahadur U. 
Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai 
Rau, Mr. P. R. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Hvan, Mr. T. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram PraJiad iNara>an. 
Schuster. The Honourable Sir Oeorgo 
Scott. Mr. J. Ram.'^ay. 

Sh»5r Muhammad Khan Gakbar^ 
Captain. 

Tin Tut. Air. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


NOES— 18. 


.At'dMi Afatin Chaudhury, Mr 
Ahdiir Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar Ah. M** Muhammad. 

Chinov, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Thrahi'n Ali Khan, Tif. NawaVi 
MuhaMini'’fl. 

Jadrv, Air B. V. 

Joshi. Mr. N. M. 

Mi»woo'l Ahinafl. Air. M. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

The motion was adopted. 

The A.sseTnlilv then adjourned till 
4th April; J982.* 


Mnazzani Sahih Bahadur, M**- 
AIuhaMimad. 

Munshi, Mr. Jehangir K. 

Miirtii/.a Saheh Bahadur. Alaiiiv^ 
Sayyid. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Shnfee Daoodi, Alanlvi Muhammad 
Sitaramaraiii, Mr. B. 

Siihrawardv, Sir Af)du]1a. 

TTnni Saheh Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad. Dr. * 


Eleven of the Clock on Monday, th^ 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 4th April, 1932, 


The Assembly met in the AssemLly Chnmber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the ('lock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MKMBKP. SWOPN: 

Sir Charles Watson, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., M.L.A. (Political Secretary). 


Qvps'rroxs axo axsweps. 

TToltdays for tre ////:/ and Pr.inrr Festivals. 

1111. -Mr, S. C. Mitra (on h.hvU of Pai Bahadur P:.ndi^ T. X. 
nil; r'l-aval : (if) Aro (lovernuH'ut :• v. :n’o tliat nndur tho Xccrotialjl " Instru- 
ment-j .Vfi- hi ‘•oin«‘ days Imlidays are civon oaeh for 

//c// and Ih'irtili ft'stivals, wliile in others only one day is ^iven? 

(h) Are (lovi viunont also av.are liiat Holi and Dcirnli are the most im- 
Iri'tant riindu fcsiiva’s? 

(c) If tlic r(M)lv to tin' ahnvt' uuo-^t ion^; in arnrmative. do (iovein- 
MK'nt yiropo.sj' to issiu' inst riirdons to all the Provinces tie r two days 
holiday he crivt-n eaih ha’ Ffoli and Pc7vali festival.^? 

The Honourable Mr. H. O. Haig: and (h). A>s. 

(c) The 0ovi>rnnnm1' of Tndin do not nronrwo to take action a^ suijgestcd, 
ns holidays are declared by TvOc.d Oovrrninent^; at their discretion under 
tho power vested in lliein under seetion 25 of tho Negotiable Tnsiniments 
Act. 18S1. 


Payment of Dtsartlity Pensions for Military Service. 

1112. *Mr. S. O. Jog (on heludf of Sarhir Sant SinclB : (a^ Has the 
attention of Oovcminn'nt b('en drawn to the Poyal Warrant of the 6th 
Beceniher. 1010, and ‘'sneciallv to .Art’cles 1 and 0 thereof? 

(h) Tf so, will Ooverninent rehu’ lo the answer given on the 12th Feb- 
niary, 1002. to starred question No. 274, and to the answers ^ven on the 
0th March, 10^12, to nnsfarred nuestionc Nos. I ll and 142. and state whe- 
ther tho same nrineinlec as are omhodijHl in the nhove artielos have not 
^>oen followed hv the '^^edical held on Indian ranks in deciding 

the point of nftnhntnhilitv of disaldtitv to war servi<*e? Tf not. whv not? 

it a^aet ttwt no provision is m ido in the Army Pegulations governing 
the conditions brought about by the Great War? 

( 2903 ) 
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(o) Are Government aware of any case in which a disability was not 
held to have been attributable to war service or ordinary military service 
but might have been aggravated by the same? If so, did Government 
meet the elainis of such persons whoso disability was aggravated by war 
service and was not due to the serious negligence or misconduct of the* 
discharged man? 

(d) Hou do Government explain the omission of any question in the 
Army Form Y-1948 on the point of aggravation? Do Government pro- 
pose to take any steps to re-examine the cases whose disability was aggra- 
vated by tlio service during the Great War? 

(c) Arc Government aware of any ease in which a man might not have 
been discharged as medically until for further service but Ids disablement 
became apparent after his discharge, and was evidently attributable to 
war sei vice. and not duo to his serious negligence and misconduct ? Tf 
so. Ijave (iovt rnment awarded such persons with disability pensions? 

(f) Jhuv do Government account tor the ondssion of any provision 
on this poim of aftei‘-dis(diargo disablement in tlie Anny liogulations? 

(p) Arc Gdvernmont prepared to consider these cases now? 

(hj r> ii a fact that there iiave been cases, where men who were not 
disclijirgcd fruiu fho Army as i medically iiniit for further service', but who 
were sutTci-iug irom impairment appart'iitly due to war service, and not due 
to their >eriniis negligence or miseonduct, and who wer(‘ discharged under 
some other ordinary militar\ heading? If so, have Gov(*rnnient enter 
tained claims of siicdi men for disability pension? 

(/) Will Government please explain the absence of provision on this 
matter of irnpainnent in Pension Regulations for the Amiy in India? 

(j) Do ( rovci'iiinent propose to take any action to have these men 
medically examined and provided for? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Ve.s. 

(6) to (/). The points raised by the Honourable Mem})(T will he invest’ 
gated and a rejilv laid on the taV)le in due course. 

Payment of Disability Pensions for Military Service. 

1113. =*=Mr. S. G. Jog (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh): Will Govern 
ment kindly state whether persons discharged as med’eally unfit for further 
porvicp liavo Ix'eii deprived of their claim to disability pensions on the 
ground of their disah'lity being not at.tril>utable to war sorvi(M>? Tf so, 
why? Ts it a fact in those cases the unfitness was due to risks in whi<’h 
the discharged persons were not. exposed in their normal out-door and 'n- 
door civil life and that their contracts with Government, as contained 
in paragraph lOoIl of Army Regulations, India, Volume I (1915 edition), 
provifled' that they will be given injury pensions for illness contracted on 
fi(‘ld or fo?’eign stTvico? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Tf the Honourable Member means that persons who 
have Incurred disabilities on field or foreign service have been refused 
pensions on tlu- ground that the disability was not due to such service* 
Govemnient are not aw’'are of anv such cases. T would suggest, however, 
that the Honourable Member should communicate to me the specific c(is« 
or cases that he has in mind. I should then bo glad to give him informs' 
tion as .to the position under tbc rules. 
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Mr. S. O. Jog: Are Government aware that there Ib a foelin<^ of dis- 
satisfaction amongst the discharged people as regards the interpretation of 
the words ''attributable to war service”? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I liav*i rcoeiv«*d and replied to questions on that point, 
from which it may be inferred that there is a feeling at any rate of uncer- 
tainty on tht! subject. 

Mr. S. O. Jog: May 1 know under what clause all these cases are 
decided? Was there a contract between these people who went to the 
war and the Government as regards pmvision for giving them pension, etc.? 

Mr. G. M. Young: [ am afraid I could not answer that que«^tion offhand. 

I should want notice. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 
thm House whether a marked difference is made betw'een the treatment 
regarding pensions given as a result of ordiufirv si'rvicc and those due to 
active service? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Will th<‘ Honourablt' Member specify a little more 
clearly what sorts of pensions he means — disability pimsions. family pen- 
>:ioiis or ordinary pen.sions? 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: For Lnstanc-^j a man whr» (‘ontracts 
disease whilst stationed in Peshawar which, say, is the »»f Kh*ld opera- 

tions, as opposed to a man who ('ontrards disease whilst on act no) active 
service. 

Mr. G. M. Young: f am afraid 1 should have to have not ici' of that 
question. T have not the regidations by me. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: Is it not a fact that Goveruiuent make a distinction 
between three classes of sf^rvice, field service, foreign service and ordinary 
inilitarj* service? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Yes, Sir : .a distiiudion exists between these three 
forms of service. 

Mr. 8. O. Jog: Ts it not the v^nventiou that if a man actualK in w’ar 
service contracts a disease, it oan be attributable to w^ar eonditi<ms at 
the phvee where ho was serving? 

Mr. O. M. Young: That is a very cotnpKcated question to which I 
(Jould not possibly reply m answer to a supplementary question. 

Mr, 8. O. Jog: May I know what was the constitution of tht' Medical 
Board which made inquiries info those appKoations for pensions? 

Mr. O. M. Young: I <k'» not know what particular applications the 
Honoitfable Member is referring to. There w^erf' hundr»>ds of them. 

Mf,* 8. O. Jog: Tho oonstttution of the Board that decides these ques- 
tiems as to what was said to be atirihntable to war conditions? 

A 2 
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lb. a. M. Young: There is a separate Medical Board on every eingle 

disability pension case. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: Is it not a nice question as to whnt is the medical and 
legal opinion on these cases — whether in law it can be said to be attribut- 
able to these causes? Were tlie medical people competent enough to 
discuss and decide these questions? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Yes, Sir, a Medical Board consisting of professional 
medical officers is the most competent body to decide the question whether 
a particular disability was or was not attributable to active service. 


Payment of Family Pensions in respect of casualties in the 

Great War. 

1114. "Mr. S. G. Jog (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh): (a) Is it a ffict 
that family pensions to a parent, in respect of death casualties of the 
Great Wav were promised by Government in*cspoctive of the conditions 
whether a parent was or was not dependent on the deoeused and vvhetlier 
be or she wa-s rich or otherwise? 

(b) If so, are Government aware that practice has come into vogue 

to investigate, (1) the extent of the parv'nt’s dependency on the deceased, 
(2) his or her income from all permanent sonnies, (3) the inal)ility or other- 
wise of other living sons to support the parent; and such investigation has 
affected greatly the meagn* resourt^es of .tlie parent in proving liis or ht*r 
claim to family pension, and causing unusual delay in the r*r>mpli»tion of the 
investigation letter No. Pcn./152, dated the 3vd March, 1932, of 

the Officer Commanding 2/Gth Rajputana Rifles, Ahmcxlabad)? 

(c) Are Govoi nil lent invpared to revise the procv^duri; with ro'puil 
first claims of family pimsions aiid that unusual delay ia not caus<Ml 
either in the invi'.stigation of the eJaim.s or in finally disposing of thi' 
same by the pensiofi-snja'tioninT anlhoritv? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I have? eaJhxi for the facts of the <yise referred to 
in part (b) of the llonourable Moinbei‘’s question. A rctply to the whole 
question w’ill be given in due cours^. 

Paymen. of Family Pensions in respbot of Casualties in tub 

Great War. 

1115. '"Mr. S. G. Jog (on behalf of 8ardnr Sant Singh) : (a) Are Gov- 
ernment aware that family pensions had been refused to bo sanctiorad 
simply because the father, the nominated heir, happened to l>e in rtvicipfc 
of a serviec jiensioii earned by himself? 

(b) If so, will Goveminent please lay on the table a copy of tlie defini- 
tion that they have given to the terms "family pension" and "service 
pension"? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes, Sir, a fapu^r penflion. cannot be drawn io 
addhion to anv other Government pension. 

(b) There is no definition laid down beyond what is contained in the 
words themselveR. A family peoaion means a pensioii granted to ® 
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deceased soldier’s family. A service pension means a pension which a 
soldier has earned by service, and draws during his life-time. 

Dbclinb in thb Export Tradb of Hides and Skins. 

1116. ♦ Khan Bahadur H. M. WUayatullah (on behalf of Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad) : (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the figures 
given below about the import of hides into Germany during the last 
five years? 

(b) Is it not a fact that India has not been able to compete with other 
countries and that the export trade of hides and skin is falling rapidly? 
What steps, if any, do Government propose to take to re-establish the 
export of hide at its old level? 


Impobt of Hfoss mTo Gbbmant. 
A* — Calf and Cow Hides. 


— 

— 




1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

From 

Sarr District • • 

9 

• 


Tons. 

iiin 

Tons. 

767 

Tons. 

773 

Tons. 

539 

Bolsium-Luxemburg 

• 

♦ 

9 

• 

1578 

1956 

1782 

1712 

Denmark • . 

• 

« 

9 

9 

43R7 

4147 

3370 

3494 

Finland 

• 

• 

• 


29«0 

2349 

2037 

2762 

Franco . . 


• 

• 


8K75 

8930 

10630 

9582 

Groat Britain • 


• 

• 


1163 

999 

1042 

1205 

Italy . 


• 

• 


9110 

7918 

5691 

4941 

Lithuania . 



• 


1422 

1397 

880 

866 

Holland 


• 

• 


4762 

3697 

2835 

2704 

Norway 


• 

9 


2137 

1584 

1195 

1554 

Austria 

• 

• 

« 

• 

806 

417 

725 

2492 

Poland 

• 

a 


• 

2016 

2781 

1408 

4367 

Dinr.it; • 

• 

• 

a 

• 

637 

824 

476 

296 

Swodon . • 


• 

• 

• 

6160 

3880 

3328 

4592 

Rwitzorland 


• 

• 

• 

3413 

2270 

1841 

1922 

Czooho-Rlovakia . 

• 




1283 

16.39 

, 2440 

4916 

Aboa^inia . 

s 

• 


« 1 

764 

1164 i 

' 469 

683 

Britioh East Africa 

• 

• 



467 

669 1 

444 

9 • 

British Routh Africa 

m 

• 



3821 

3816 

3208 

2633 

British West Africa 

• 

• 


• 

332 

465 

348 

• . 

British India • 

• 

• 


• 

9S9J 

10717 

68:i4 

S3 73 

China. 


• 


• 

3267 

3419 

2520 i 

1431 

Dutch India 

• 

• 



1048 

883 

666 

704 

Arsontine • 


• 



62385 

36.387 

30483 . 

37114 

Brazil 


• 

s 

• 

14644 

11014 

10366 i 

11660 

Columbia . 

9 

• 

• 

• 

769 

636 

1068 I 

996 

Cuba . 



• 

a 

969 

1612 ! 

1797 1 

2229 

Guatemala . 


• 

• 

• 

400 

460 

406 , 

420 

Faraguay . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

932 

1092 

653 

741 

Peru . . 

• 

# 

• 

• 

661 

640 

361 

• • 

Dniguay . 

a 

4 

4 

• 

6882 

6514 

4780 

6937 

Venezuela . 

a 

• 

4 

• 

€37 

463 

! 670 

571 

U. 8. A. . 

• 

• 

4 

• 

6024 

4474 

1620 

2148 

Australia • 

a 


9 

• 

3634 

1272 

1348 

738 

New Zealand 

• 

• 

4 

• 

9 • 

248 

619 

930 
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B. — Other Hides AJTD Skimts, BXOBPTao Lamb— AND Sheep Shins and Raw Shins 

FOR Fobs. 


From 

Bolgium-Luxemburg 
Bulgaria 
Daamark . 

France 
Great Britain 
Italy . 

Yougoslavia 

Holland 

Austria 

Poland 

Danzig 

Russia (USSR) . 
Spain 

Ozecho-Slovakia . 
B?ypt 

British South Africa 
Algeria 

British East Africa 
BrUiah India 
'China. 

Dutch India 
Argentine . 

U. S. A. . 


1927. 


Tons. 

427 

27 

749 

3389 

4689 

241 

314 

1973 

290 

234 

104 

323 

461 

385 

478 

330 

366 

'l07S 

279 

117 

1052 

798 


1928. 


Tons. 

276 
247 
643 
2190 
4028 
231 
420 
1330 
217 
219 
110 
108 
527 
483 
212 I 
426 i 
212 1 
175 I 
1577 , 
318 , 
90 < 
410 ; 
241 


1929. 


Tons. 

268 

194 

3165 

3647 

213 

287 

1224 

138 

171 

54 

98 

296 

614 

64 

404 

*450 

1117 

167 

77 

*182 


1930. 


Tons. 

609 

232 

*3884 
3802 
, 336 
180 
1839 

393 
256 

8 

394 
568 
733 

'*256 

436 

1237 

181 

202 

1835 

213 


Import of Hides into Germany. 

January — September, 1931, 

From 
British India — 

Calf and cow hides 

Other hides excepted Lamb — and Sheep Skiub and Raw 
for Furs 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy: (a) Govenmient have not seen else- 
where the statistics j^von by the Honoui'able Member. 

(b) Grovernment arc unable to accept without couBidenible qu^ification 
the statement that India ie unolilo to compete with other countries in wie 
export of hides luid skins to Germany. Bo long aa the world trade doprea- 
sion persists they do not consider that any action they might take coul 
restore the export of hides to the Y)osition which it occupied before the 
period of depression began. 


100 kg. 
32 630 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Taxes and Duties imposed bv the GovbeKmhnt of India and 
Budget Suefluses and Deficits. 

307. Mr. Badri Lai Bastogi: (c) Will Government be pleas^ to 
on the table a statement showing year by year the amount a”d.rat e^ 
import and export duties as well as the fresh taxes that were ****?,, 
br the IGovemment of India since the life of the liGgislative Assein y> 
i. 0 ., since the year 1921 up to date? 
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(6) Will Government kindly state year by year the amoimts of deficits 
or surpluses that came out at the time of each year's Budget up to 
1981.82? 

(c) Is it a fact that during the last ton or eleven years the Govern- 
ment of India have imposed new taxes to the extent of Pis. 70 crores on the 
people of India? 

(d) If tho answer to part (c) be the negative, what is the actual 
figure ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to tho Finanoo Member’s speech and tho Financial Secretary's 
Explanatory Memorandum in connection with tho Budget for each year 
.ince 1921-22. 

(b) I would refer tlni Honoiirable Member to the table on page 1 of 
the Explanatory Memorandum bv the Einnn(*ial Socrctarv on the Budget 
for 1982-33. 

(c) and (il). The ITonoiirable Member has apparently based his cal- 
i.ailation on (he estinjates made at the time when changes in taxation were 
proposed of what extra n'yeiuio siirli cnanges would yield. In the actual 
results then estimated receipts were in many eases not realised, and it is 
extremely dilluailt now to determine exactly what is, say, in the current 
year, the yield of in(.*roase in taxes made 10 years ago. The important 
peini- is to (rou'^ider actual results. The total omoimt of tax revenue in 
1922-28 was OMI. emres while the revised estimate for tho eurrent year 
is G8*98 crorcs. 

Persons Iieturned to the Legislative Assembly by the Patna 
rrir SuAiUBAD Non-Muhammadan Constituenoy. 

808. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (u) Will Government kindly state the 
njnnes of the d tterent Members of tho Legislative AsconiVdv who were 
elected from the Palna cum Shnhabad Constituency (Kon-iluhammadan) 
along with tho nainos of tho parties they belonged to? 

(b) Will Government kindly state the perio<l for whioli tlie diffe?'ent 
Members from that constituency served in the Assembly? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: A statement- giving the information asked for is 
p]nc»ed on tho table. 


/u# AsAemhhj, 

Mr. Saehcbidiinanda Sinha, 25tli December 1020 to 

l^th Juno l92l No Partj. 

Babvi .\mbica Prasad Siuha, 6th August 1921 to 

disRolution Domoem tie Party. 


2n<i As^QtnbJy, 

Mr. A inbica Prasad Siuha, 17th November 1923 to 
dissolution 

3rd Aaaembly. 

Mr, Ambica Prasad Sinha* 18th December 1926 to 
4th June 1927 (Death) .... 
Hr. Rajivarwjan Prasad Sinha, 2nd July 1027 to 
dissolution .... • • . 


Swaraj Party. 

Swaraj Party. 
No Party. 



SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 
Participation of India in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga lyen Sir with reference to the recent announcement by 
the Secretary of State for India that the Government of India would take 
part in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa next July, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to make a slatomenl explaining what action they pro- 
pose to take in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Gteorge Rainy: 'Fhc Government of India have 

iigreed to send a delegation to tlie Imperial Economic Conference which 
will meet at Ottawa in July next. They have been informed that the prin- 
cipal item on the agenda of the Conferonee will bo the discussion of a 
policy of trade agrooments between different countries of the Empire and 
they have been invited in particular to I’onsider the (picstion whether, 
having reg.uvl to the now tariff policy of His Maj(\sly*s flovernment in the 
United Kingdom, Great Rritain and India should ontcT into a tariff agroo- 
ment embodying a reeiproeal prefoviuitial reginu', so designed as to benefit 
the trade of botli eoiiiitries. The Government of India have accepted this 
invitation and His Excellency the Viceroy has, with the approval of tho 
Secretary of State for India, appointed the -jput Irnu n tn r(‘p}v- 

sent India at the Conference: 

Leader — Sir xVtiil Chatterjee. 

Members — Mr. R. K. Slianmukhain Chetty, 

Sir Padainji Ginwala, 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon, 

Sahibzada Abdus Samad Khan, and , 
Sir George Rainy. 

If the conclusion of a trade agreement is recomnionded as a result of 
the Conference, any changes in tiic tariu' wlri'-l! i{ le.iv i;.V'..l\c wili I ■-* 
duly placed before the Legislature for its approval. The Government of 
India have no wish to put any such changes into eff(?ct unless the Legis- 
lature is sati«-fiod that they are in the interests of India. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: What ■nstruction^ are tin- Government of India 
giving to this delegation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That, Sir, is a question I am not 
in a position to answer. I shall be the person to receive instructions and 
not to give them. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: But the nonoural)le Membc]’ is for the time being 
representing the Govrrnment of India. He has not yet assumed his no\f 
''office as a member of the delegation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The instructions have not yet 
been drafted.. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is the Secretary of State going to give the neccse^ry 
instructions or the Government of India will give instructions without any 
reference to the Secretary of State? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Government of India will 
the Instriictions^ 
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Hr. K. 0. Neogy: Without any reference to the Secretary of State, 
may I take it?^ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Unquestionably the instructions 
will be given by the Government of India.. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: I want to know whether there will be any reference 
to the Secretary of State before flic Government of India give their ins- 
tructions?. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member, Sir, is, I 
think, ae(iuainted with tin- procotluro followed in connection with the 
Tariff Jh.)ar(l V.ejiorts. Tluiv i-; always coniniunication between the Gov- 
of liuliji and the Seen*tar\ of State, but the final decision rests 
enth-ely wiili the GoverniiKiit of Iiidia. I take it that this is a parallel 
ca^e., 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas: May 1 ask if the constitution of the delegation has 
1)0011 detenu inrd on tlie nndeivtpiuiing that the member^; who compose 
this d(‘loiral‘on will supjiort Imperial Preference? 

The Honourable Sir George Ramy: No, Sir; I do not know what the 
views of Ihc individual meniiicrs are., 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: \\ 'll the c-uiielusions of this Conference, so far as 
they alfetd. India, he placed bc'fori' tliis Legislature or the Legislature to be 
j'reatial after fhe new rehirms are intr<Kiiiced? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: So far as tariff changes are con- 
c«.rnt'd, I liavt‘ sa'd di.vtinetly in my answer. The refison why 1 cannot 
expand it is la'eause T do no\ kin»\\ what other quest i'.aw ma> come up 
nt the ronference. 

Mr. K. O. Neogy: Will iliis drle^.::dir)n he authorised to commit India 
to a defln’te eciaiomie policy? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not know what definite econo- 
tuie. policy exactly my friend refers to. , 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Tni]H i*ial Ihvferencc, for example. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That involves tariff changes. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Tariff ehan.'<'s are merely consequential; what I W'ant 
to know is whether this, delegation will bo authorised to commit India to 
the policy itself? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not know what use the policy 
Would be if you cannot make tlu' consequential changes in the tariff. 

Mf. K. 0. Neogy: Siipposinff these matters are thrown out, even then 
tho Government could with its own extraordinary power pass thoM 
Measures?, 
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The Honourable Sir George Bainy: What I. have said is that the 
Governmcnb of India ]iave no wish to put any such changes into effect 
unless the Legislature is satisfied that thes^ are in the interests of India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I understand that the customs duty between 
the difft'iviit countries of the British Empire will form the subject of 
discussion in this Conference; is this correct or not? I should like to 
know whether the principle of customs duty between the different coun- 
tries of the British hhnpire will or will not be considered by this Con- 
ference?, 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I do not know whether the Honour- 
able Member was present when T gave the answer originally. Perhaps I 
may read again one sentencfo from the answer. 

“They h:ivo boon informed that the principal item on the apjeiida of the LoiiLt- 
ence will be tho discussion of a policy of trade agreements between different countries of 
the Empire and they have l)een invited in particular to consider the question whethei. 
having regard to the new tariff policy of His Majesty’s (tovernment in tho lJriit*i.l 
Kingdom, Great Britain und India should enter into a tariff agreement embodying a 
reciprocal preferential regime so designed as to benefit tlio trade of Inith countries.’’ 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : J am sorry 1 w as a bit late, lUid so I did not 
hear iht' answer when it was first given. I want to know whether this 
Confeiviiee will also consider the (inestioii of the protection <luty as 
iistinet from tin* tariff duty, because there are certain commodities on 
whicli wo want to have a duty for tho sake of ])rotootion, iiTo«.p(a*tivo of 
the yield of revenne. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: It is (pnie clear, Sr, that I he 
interest of India nmst come first and that adequate proloction to Indian 
interests nni<t ho an ossontial part of any agroemf^nt. 


STA'rPhVlFAT LAID ON" TYIK TABLE. 

Medical Examination uf TiADY J^vssfxukhs KMi-.AnKixr. \t (Calcutta for 

Banuoo.x. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Si c*rciarv, Department of Edueathm, Health and 
Lands) : Sir, I lay on tho table (he information promised in reply to ques- 
tion No. 1010 .n<*;kr(] hv Mr. Johnngir K. Mnnslii on the 29*th March, 
1932. 


(а) No. Such prt-sf*ngors are not exempt from medical inspection. 

(б) Yea. 

|c) and (d). Do not aiiHo. 


THK IMJIAN AIB FORCE BILL. 

Mr. O. M. Young (Army Seoi’etary) : Sir, I move that the BiM ^ 
provide for the administration and discipline of the Indian Air For^ 
as reported by iiie Select Committee, be taken into consideration. W*®* 
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one possible exception, Sir, to which r shall allude later, this Bill consists 
of detailed administrative provisions which have been taken, as I explained 
on previous occasions to this House, from existing Acts, the British Air 
Force Act, whicli itself is an adaptation of the British Army Act, and the 
Indian Army Act. There is nothing in these provisions which is new, 
there is nothing which is untried. All that wo had to do in framing thia 
Hill wa-s to sel(H*t from one or other of the two Acts the particular provi- 
sions whicli would he most nsoful to mii Indian Air Force, and having done 
so to scrutinise those provisions io sec wlicther any alteration in them 
was rt^qiiinal. I1ie Schait (’ouimitte.* have been through the whole of the 
Bill, (dauso by clausi\ T miglit almost say, word by tvord, and I should 
like to take this opportunity of thanking iheiii for the time and the care 
wliii'h they hostowerl upon this task. Tho result of their deliberations is 
Ixd’ore the House, in tin* form of a very' shoit and unanimous Eeport, 
which rec"ininends seven or eight simdl amendments in »a Bill of 130 
clauses. Tire very minuteness of thr alterations recommended is sufficient 
re show not only how earefully the Committee havi^ carried out their work, 
hut also how littli‘ alteration was rerjuired in order to adapt the existing 
disciplinary Acts on w-hieh we weo* working to tlu' purposes of an Indian 
Air Force. I think i h-d the . House may confidently trdee this Bill in the 
lOrm in which ii has cnH*r‘jc«l from llie Scle(*t Commit lrM\ and pass it into 
law. 

1 should, howe\er. like to sa\ ?>omcthiiig about the (dau.se in the 
whole of this Bill whic h is new. ('laiw(?, \) was iuserttd in order to provide 
sintutorv guarantee that tlu* rank and tile of the iu‘W Force should be 
Tiulian. Thi.s p>’*>\ision was not absolutely necessary. A similar provision, 
for i?istan('i.‘ not c\i>( in ihc lialian Arin\ Act, but in vi*‘\v tlic fact 

tiiau llicn* is no class croin nosit ioii in tliis Force, it was felt that some kind of 
provision was i*«Mjnii‘c<l as a guide to tlie enrolling ollicer, and that the pro- 
visions should he pul in tlio statide itself, l^he clause ag originally drafted 
aicieiy je|)cato(J the statutory definition of an Indian, but some Alombcrs 
tlirjnglit that the wordiinr was not deiiuite euougli, ])ar1 icularl\ in view 
«>f the fact- that the statutory dftiuition of an Indian include.^ pev.sous who 
Hia\ hi‘ of umnixed hairopcan doS(*en1 . Oi'dinarily of course there would be 
aolf‘gal or iiKUal just iticat ion for excluding such persons from elig’bility to the 
hrlian Air Force; lail it so lia])pens that they aloiie among statutory Indians 
art' eljaihlji for enrolment in the 17^)yal Air Force, and it was iolt that in 
|nstilubing an entirely new and distiiudive Indian Air Force, there was some 
i>istifieat.ir)n for excluding from eligibility persons who could enrol themselves 
if th(‘y wislh d ill the Boyal Air Forct*. So wo had to draft a clause hear- 

tliat in mind. Oiu' (‘\(*o])lion mav lead to another; and (.'‘ventiially we 
ovolvcd a clausi‘ which is a little more complicated in form than what we 
originally had before us hut whi(*.h I think is perfectly easy to understand 
and will hi* logical in its clTe(*t. The persons who are eligihh* imdt'r the 
‘tnieiidod (dausi^ arc subjects His Alajesty or of a rrinco or Chief in 
Tndia, who are I'itlu'r of unmixed Indian descent, or if they ai-e of mixed 
•Indian and nou-Tndiati (h^sceiit, an' domiciled in India, or if they are of 
unmixed non-Indian Asiatic descent are domiciled in Tndia and their fathers 
‘^nd grandfathers were cloinicilod in India. This will ensure that only a 
genuine Indian citizcui will b(' eligible for eni-olment in the Force, and I 
^biiik it -is as much as one can impose upon the enrolment officer ae a 
f?uide. If we wont into further details, it W’ould become imposBible for an 
^urolment officer to carry cut his statutory instructions. 
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[Mr. G. M. Young.] 

I think that is all that 1 have to say. As I have said before, this is 
a long Bill, but it is not new and it is not untried; and I do not think 
that the House need have any hesitation in accepting it. ISir, 1 move. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : Motioxx 

moved : 

“That the Bill to provide for the administration and discipline of the Indian 
Air Force, as reported by the iSelect Committ-ce, be taken into consideration.*’ 

To tlii.s liiotiuii there is un amendment from three Honourable Membera 
proposiiig to postpone the consideration of this Bill to the next Simla 
session, ih iore (?alling upoji ]\Ir. Alitra. to move his amendment, the 
Chair should like to iiifomi Honourable Alembers that it proposes to 
restiict the debate to the quostion oE postponement only. If the House 
desires to postpone the consideration oE this measure, it would bo best if 
the House discusses and votes upon this ont.* issue only instead of having 
a joint discussion both on the main nioiit>ii and on the annaidment. li 
the amcndinent is carrit'd, the time of the .House will be saved, and there 
will hi* no discussion on thi^ \V\\\ till it comes up for consideration in the 
Simla se«i>i''n. If however the House desire to proceed with the consi- 
deration of the Bill, that motion will come, up for consideration after the 
amoiidinont ha.s been defeated. T would therefore ask Honourable Mem- 
bers, when thi' amendirient is moved, to restrird. themselves to the subject 
matter ''f the amendment only. Afr. Alitra. 

Mr. S. G. Mitra (Chitta^rong and Thvjs'hahi Divisions: Non-Muhniri'* 
madan Kural) : Sir, T move that tin* consideration of this Bill be post- 
poned till the next Sunla session. I shall confine my speech only to this 
motion and T fr-pe iliai f shall get a chance to speak on the main Bill 
later on. 

Mr. President: Certainly, if the amendment i^^ defeated. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: I movr this amendment from the point of view of 
tlie bigger constitutional aspi'ct, because I think tlu' llousi^ inis nou 
ceased to be representative, and it. will not only he, the duty of this ITouso 
to SCO that all iinportant and eontenlioiis nie.asnres are postponed to the 
next Simla sc.-.sioii. hut >ou. Sir. as the. eusfudian of the privileges of 
House, if yi;u arc convinced by my argument that this House has ceased 
if* be representative, should exercise voiir inhf?rent. right of adjourning 
House sine din on tJiis question. Even looking at tlio front Benclies on 
the Governirieiit side, the Government are represented by only one Honor- 
able AJember. On this side, the Leader r,f the Opposition is atiscnl, tn 
Lender of the Fjuropean Group is absent, and as I shall later on 
large number of t.le(;ted Alembei’s are absent. This is due not 
their negligence, but it was announced by the Government that the 
would sit till the 24th March, and when wo first came, 
because thci-e. was no Finance Bill to be discussed this year, the Assen j 
might cease to sit oven after the 18th March. Now, the the 

extended. We are now or the 4th April, and wo do not 
House will finally adjourn. There are nine Bills and two ReBoJuWons j 
to be , discussed. We on this side as much as the public a® larg® 
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that many of the elected Members are often absent. If all the elected 
Members of the House or the Members of the Opposition cared to attend, 
they could easily frustrate the Government in bringing forward many of 
their drastic and obnoxious inoasun*^ because the two chief principal 
Parties, namely, the Nationalist Party number 40 and the Independent 
party number 30, and there are other elected Members also, and we could 
get a strength of more than 70 ^Members, and Government have not carried 
liny measure in this House by more than 50 or 55 votes this session. So, 
the discredit is due to the elected Members not being present in the House. 
Now, 1 am not rcgn^ttijig the absence of Aleinbers like Mr. Pand’an or 
Mr. Talib Mehdi Khan, or Thakur Mahendra Nath Shah Deo, or 
Mr. Gopika Panion Hoy, or ^Fnn Aung, who Inive bt.en abseni tur the 
entire session. Put I sliall read oni the names of IB Members wdio did 
not attend more than one week in this session. They are Diwan Bahadur 
T. liangachariar, Mr. A. Ih^un, ^Ir. Xarasimha Eao, Mr. Govinda Reddy, 
Mr. Jamal Muhammad Sail). Mr. J)in»iasia. Mr. A^r'jarw.il. Air. i». R. iTiri, 
Air. Sadiq Hasan, Mr. Ihim Krishna .Ilia, Afr. Badi-uz-Zaman, INfr. M. R. 
Puri and Mr. Kyaw Myint fiom IRirma. All th(‘se gentlemen were more 
or less absent. 1 do not to-day regr.-t Ihoii- absence, but rny point is that 
Muire w(‘i’e others lieii' who wanted 1o attend but they are absent because 
tlie sofision is now being e.xtended la.wond any idea of these elected Mem- 
bers. They are Sir Hari S'nidi tbair, I.eade^* of the Opposition, Sir Tliigh 
Cocke, llaja Ibahadur KT'slmarnra-iiariar, Sir Cowasii Jehangir, Mr. 
f,alclnmd Xava’i’ai, Mr. Alody, 'Mr. D. K. Laliiri Cdiaudhury, Mr. Bagla, 
Mr. Raodiuhir Siu'di, Mr. A. Dll'-', 1 ala Prii Ki''h"j{‘. Mv. Xath 

Ilharjava, Mjv Shah Xa^v^!/.. Mr M .‘d'h,l|in» b'.tian SI* S 7’Co' Sant 

Singh, Mr. Shaf(‘e l)af)ody Al^r. Mnn-^ld, and several otliers who were present 
till recently. I know tliat ii was the pnnefiTons sense of mv Leader Sir 
Abdnr Raliim that l:ent him on herv. «-t]ierwise ho would have gone away 
:i long time ago. When all Pu*S(> 'lenPemon are absent, do you really 
think that tliis House is really re,T>re'-entative of tlie people of India, and 
enn ii talce pj) an;’ I'onteniions measure and decide upon it now? Will it 
be fair io the co’n-itry, w ill if I p Cd’' 1-^ tin* »'le"t' <1 M< ’. T,*)’-. 
til's qnostion to the noti(v of tlie I.oador of the House, and whe^ he could 
not see his wav to .accent it, T liave brought it to the notice of this whole 
Assembly and for your paHamlar attent’on. It may be arsjiied that Gov- 
ciTimeTit an' ^'■etlin"’ flieir tmop a]”'a>s in full s-rtavth. It to 

the names of ibe Members on tb^ tiovermnent s'de you will find that 25 
per cent, of tlie names liave been ebanued. AVitliin 24 horn's thov can 
^’oplnce a Afember, as soon .as a man liamn'iis to be engarrod elsewhere or 
n'^t plivsicallv well. That advantage is denied to this side of the House. 

T know there is a rule in the eonstitiition when a ATomber is absent for a 
very long period, for fiO dtiys, tiu' novornment bave a right to declare his 
seat vacant, but so far .as J know if was onlv afinlied in mv unfortunate 
ease wlien Oovevnmcnt a’-^’e^^ted me and nut me under restraint under 
Pogulntion TTT, and after 00 davs tliev declared my scat vacant ns a Mem- 
ber of the Bengal Council. That was the oiPy case so far as I remember 
which this rule, has hren (mforccd. There are manv others who will 
not care to attend the sess’on for months and months and vet Government 
^ni not t.akn anv action fr. secure their rrosoneo. Tf Government are 
J'howed to evtend the time of the AssemMv as thev like, there is a great 
dancrer. , Tf the TTononrnhle .the 'Home. Memher takes it into his hca^ to 
change the Ordinances into Vw. thev eoidd en.sily cnnT the day with the 
present thin attendance on the non-ofBcial side. 
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Mr. K. 0. Keogy (JJacua Division: a<on-Miihainiiiadan Eural) : With 
tliis subser\if]it ] legislature, it can happen even if the Assembly is in full 
strength. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: t'veii this snbservieJil Jjegisiatuie defeated Goveni- 
inent t net' <a' twieo in the division when the House was more representa- 
tive. I'iVeii il \vi‘ look to tile Kuropean Group, 1 see tiiev are represented 
out <>t t^'Ui iiieii h\ throe men. <>0 ])(*r eent. of the European (Iroup ur*' 
also abst III at tliis fag end of the session. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : They al\va\s vote willi ( lovernineiit. That should 
not be a matter of complaint with you. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Tlun .-nv also elreted Memlier^. Wludher they vole 
with (lovLTiimont or not is not the point. My conttniion is that the House 
is u<»l n pivscnlativ (* owing to the ahsenei' (d so many elected Meinhors. 

1 hojie. Sir, \on will allow me to taki‘ a little more time on this amend- 
ment ])ee;iU‘-e I have given u<»tii*e of a sini'lar motion in connection with 
all till' items. F shall llierehae argue* tiu* whole case on this amendment. 
Tlieiv i< a e<5nient*:<»us item like the <intsti()n arising out of the financial 
separation of Hurnia. Then then* is the Public Suits Validulion Bill. 
Then there is tlu* Poad .h'lnid Resolution in c'<^nnection with the Federa- 
tion oi' Shan States and ilien lhi*re an* several mot inns for Select Com- 
mittee. As regards the Select (Joinmittce nadions, then?, is this much to 
be said that there is a. chance in the third reading to throw (nit the Bills 
if they an* n<jt .'^utlicic fit \v inijaoved in the Sel(*ct Committee and if the 
HjOUSc is iK>t siiti.^tied. Cnh-SN Ihe.^e inniinjis are non-(*ont»‘ntions, I say 
they should not he hronglii iij> at tlu* fag end of the session and because 
the House has alrt ady been extended l)e\ond the expcetatimis Members, 
several have left and others will leave* ('\en to-dtiy. Then then' is the 
Partnership F^dl!. whicli this House passed and which has been altered in 
the Council ' f State and ( lov'emmeiif. are nou' certain of ('{irrving the 
amentlnieUc in this FTonse. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcnt.ta: Xon-Muliainmadfui Urban): It wa^ 
altered in .accordance witli the K'conimendat ions of this House. 

Mr. S. O. Mitra: Afv point is that the Pill has been altered by the 
other House and it is coining hack. The TTouso passed it in one shape, 
and now it has been altered and the TT<*use is expected to revise it«» 
opinion. These are the general grounds on which T say that the House 
has ceased to be representative. Simply because I move that the Bill^> 
be pr)stponed to the next Sinda session, it should not be inferred that I am 
in favour of the (‘xodus. What I mean is th»at even if a session is hM 
in Simla, these contentious measures should not bo brought fon^'ara 
at the end' of tlu' session. Then even as regards the (luestion of rc'trench- 
ment the rnorM davs we sit hen*, the more expensive it is, because of the 
coTivevance allowanee to Members at Delhi, in that respect Delhi is more 
expensive than Simla. 

Mr. K. O. lT«0gy: That has already ber?n paid. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra: l\fv Honourable friend has not followed my point. I 
am referring* to the convpvancc allowance paid here unlike at Simla 1 
you extend the session here, e«ach day costs more. 
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Mr. 0. 0. Biswas:, As Members have gone away, the expense will be 
less. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Most of the arguments that I have advanced in con- 
nection with this motion are applicable to subsequent measures and I 
suggest that all eonloiitious and deliatable Bills and Resolutions should 
be postponed to the Simla session. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Riengal: Kuropeanj : Although 1 caniujt support 
the Honourable Member, J. do Teel llial it is very nnforlunale that such 
an important Rill should eome before such :i very thin House. 1 regret 
it he(*aus(i tliis is f)ne <jf the gre.att'^si nietisures that haw ever been 
introduced into this Assinnhh . 1 think that wo are planting to-day a 

grain of iniistiird s^ed from \vhi(*li I hope theo^ will rapidly spring up a 
great troi- in wliicli sonir ver\ m.-n-velloiK and wondtnd'nl Ihrds of the 
ihr will iodgt'. And 1 think. Sir, tli.U in llir ]»ossibK v(*ry ditheult days 
that aPv* still to e(aM(; in regard l.» India'.s n»\\ eonstitulioii. we may 
tind tliat tlu- fact that tia* House is now inaugurating a ])iu’eiy Indian 
Air Force* will prove a vim’v decisive factor in a sense which will entirely 
commend itstdf to this House. I'herefove I am not prepared to agree 
on the evi<lenee submitted by iM\ Honoiirahle fiieiid that tin’s is a 
content ions measure. 

Mr. S. G. Mitra: lni( »< a t ant . 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I agree .ab. >i;i. ilu- iinportauct*. M\ friend referred 
tor exampb' to the fact tliat tiiiv ji.articnlar group is rediicial to a very 
small numbers. I am sui’i* that Sir Hugh Coeko aitd tin* otluT Members 
who most imfortimateiy have liad u. go aw'av are not prepai'cal to throw 
th(* blame for that on any one but themselves, and the last thing that 
Miey Would wi^li is that their ahsenee .slioiild bi* made a reason for delay- 
ing such an important measure. I feel tlie sanu‘ thing with regard to 
the r.eadi^r of tlie Xatioiialisi Rarty, Sir Hari Singh Goiir, who was the 
Fhairmaii of the Select Fommitlee and who undouhteilly gave his blessing 
to the Bill and did not n'gard it as a contentious measure. My friend 
Sir Ahdur Rahim’s party also puf mii a very dist ingulslied nq)rebentative 
af their party. Sir (!o\\asji Jehangir. Ke t<X) is unfortunatidv absent. 
I am sure Sir Ahdur Rahim will agree with mo that ho would be very 
porry t.hat liis frii'ud’s absenee should be n\adi‘ a reason for delaying this 
very important Rill. There are also a great liiany practical diflicultios 
which W(nild result, of whicdi we siudl probably hear something from the 
floytTument ReneJus. T shall c^nfiui' myself to remarking that tlio int-en 
^ion is that tliis Air Forc(' should actually come into being this summer 
(Hear hear), that cadets liavi* been trained at Cranwi*ll. and that unless 
the Indian Tiegisla.tin*t> now* provides for them, it will not bo possible 
for them to ctuni' on the I'stablishment and be paid. Sir, T oppose the 
am»?ndmonf . 


Mr. Oava Prasad Singh (Miizaffarpur rum Chainparan: Non-Muham- 
Jnadan) : Sir, T rise to opposi' this motion ; and T am siirnrised that r 
like my TTiaiourahlo friend should have made this motion. Sir. my 
Honoiirablo friend’s contention is that this TTo\iso has ceased to be 
I’Opresentatlvo— -a contention wiiich cannot hold water. This House is 
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as much representative as it was when the Swarajists and the Cuugress 
Members left it. If it is not representative, it is incapable of transacting 
any business, and should the rest of us disappear like other friends whose 
names he mentioned ? In tlie list which he read out 1 lind the Honourable 
Member has included the name of Mr. Miinshi as being absent, but i 
find that Air. Munshi is already there in his seat. He has also mentioned 
the name of JMaiilvi Shafeo iJaoodi. .1 have seen niy Honourable friend 
this morning, although at this moment he is nob in the House. Now 
this 13111 is a uou-contentious one, and the time wo are devoting to adducing 
arguments in support of postponement couid have been belter utilized 
in examining the provisions of tiio measure, and seeing it through. »Siis 
the Air Forec Hill and tlio Broadcasting Biil arc tvvo very iniportant 
measures, and at the same time they are nou-eonteiuiuus in character, 
and 1 do hope these two measures will be allowed lo pass lliiougli in tins 
session. It is not our fault that the House is (liiii.- Sir, the punishiueut 
for those wlio are absent is sought to be visited on liiose who are 
present, and who are trying to do their puhlic* duty in liji‘ best way they 
can. The date of the commeucenieat of the sessifu is (i\ed het'oreliancl, 
but with regard to tlio teiiuiiialion of I he session, ii is very diliicult to 
fix a. day. That obviou-iy depends upon ll)e l)us;iue^s to be done, and 
on the .\feinhers Iheiuselves: and if they can i-etrench tlicir speeches — 
as my friend, .Mr. Miira, lias ))(.cn lr\ijjg to nadu' ri.*ii\ nchnnnits lii 
•expenditure on tlie (ieiurtd C.’onmiitlec- aniU'li of llie p)‘eci(»iis 

time of the House can he saved. (Tlc.'ar, hear.) (Mr. S, (\ .V?T/-r»; 
will bo a Government Aliunb^ir very soon.*') Sir, as ^owu as a Menil.'iT 
happens to diner frum my Honouralile frit nd. M»'. iVlitra. wtdi. it is 
quite natural for him to attribute motiws. 'rhis. Sir, i; one of tin* ieatiires 
that is to bo found in a subj^-ct race (1 .anglit ef). — iii;it hoiu*-; differeruas 
of opinion are new er* tolerati d. Ih caii.-^e I want a measuri* liia' lliis. wdiich 
I hold to bo a non-conlontioiis rnoasnro, to bo passed in this session, 
my Honourable fi’icnd is going to be .snreastie .at, my expense. Sir. 1 hopi* 
some wiH be Government- ?,leni]jers sitting on that sale maler the itrW 
constitution (Hear, hear), but bf'c.'iuse I r>r some olliCr Members may 
happen lo differ from him, it is not j>rop'*r for my I ronf»nrrd»l(' fri«-iid to 
cast any reflection ou ns. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra; On a point ,of order, Sir. 1 have never s:dd tli it 
in rny speccli anywJirrp. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, T lioard an interiection lo tliat effect. 
(^fr, iS. C, Milrn : “You hoar many things.*') But I ain glad to stand 
corrected. 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Vow with regard to tlie contention that tins 
House has ceased to be renrosentative. T will rocnll the fad that when 
the House was fully attended, my friend. Sir Hari Sindi Gour’s Th'j=iolu- 
fion — which all will ndm’t wnq of piieh Riiprcmo imnorf-^nce — was nover-^ 
theless defeated by a fiiibpt.antml majority. So if this TTou'^e Im.s erased 
to be representative, my Honourable friends who bold that view. should 
have left this Chamber, and not allowed expenditure of public money to 
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continue, and then turn round and say that this House is not representative. 
My Honourable friend has also saifl that the Honourable the Loader of 
the House should not allow contentious measures to be brought forward 
at the fag end of the session. If any new contentious measure be brought 
forward, it will be time for us to join hands, and oppose tliat measure; 
but this Bill was introduced so far back as the 3rd February, 1932. It 
was referred to the Select Committee on the 6th February, and we are 
now considering the report of tliat Committee on the 4th April. Therefore 
it cannot bo said that the (loverument have sprung a surprise with this 
measure. I understand that the Iiidian Air Force is to be (ionstituted 
during the sninmer; and it is necessary that the personnel slionld be 
selected, and aiTangemeuls made as sfK-)n as possible. Tin* ordinary 
Simla session will as nsnal be held towards the end of August (A/;*. Amur 
Dxiit \ ''Oh, yon seem to know everything!’’), and if this Bill has 

to stand over, I lliiidv mncli tiiiu* will be \va>te(l, and much useful work, 
which ought to bi* <lone with n‘gard to ihe inangnratimi of tin* new Force, 
will have been left nndoiu*. Sir. 1 llu'refore oppose this motion. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjam rum Vizagapatam: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, T rise to support this motion for postpraiing (‘onsideration 
of this lh‘11. Thl^ Hononraido g«‘nt Ic-Tin-m who i):is now* s]>oken l»:is not 
told ns that the heavens will fall if the considei*al ion of this Bill is post- 
poiioil to the Simla sessirai. Wla n my Hononrabh* friend, the Li^ader 
of th(‘ Fjuropean Grcaip, said that this is an iin]>oj*t anr nic*asni'e. I entirely 
agri'o with him that it is S(» (Afr. Axfhur A/oo/e : “I agree that it is an 
import anl na'asnre”). l)ut that is exaelly tlu* ivason why I should 
consider that siudi an inip(»rtant nh*asnri' eon.^isting of a hinnlred and odd 
M‘(*tions slionld not h** talcim up .n the fag taid th(‘ session, because 
the ])oint which 1 understand was inadr h\ inv TToufUirahh friend Mr. 
Mitral is, and with which T am in ngroemont, that a reasonable and 
fair d('l)ate on a motion like this could not bo soenvod at the fag end 
of the term on account of tin* thinness of the House. Thai is nt'it the 
fault of those Afendiors who a.'o present, as my irun<an*ahle friend AFr. 
<laya Prasad Singh has said; it is ratlier our misfortune that ihe\ are 
.•'hseni. Tt is not- a eliarge thendtwe whicdi can hr* made ag.-dnsf ihe 
tiovornmtMit that those AFeinhi rs an' absent, - -T ain’ce. P>nt my Hononr- 
•ihli* friend, ^Fr. Mitra, showed the advantages which the Government have 
in liaving tlie«r AFemhers alwa\s present as they could till thin’r absent 
Mcnihers’ places at any time and the disailvantagcs from winch we on 
this sidi' suffer. Not only this leeislalion . hut a nmnheu* oi other Bills 
•m' now crowdi'd t<')geili<'r .at the fag eml the ti-rm. and ut\ point 
th:i.t a fair and reasonable debate on this and other motions ca mu’ll he 
secured in these circnmst ances now when so many peoph' are ;ti>sent ; 
:nid so T nppr'jd t('> von. Sir. a.s ihe (‘ustixlian of Ihi' Tlor.^e, fli n whatever 
may he the causes for the absence of TTon«’a»rahle Afinnhovs from this 
TTonse. neverf liele.ss llu* House is so thin that it would not he desirable 
that wo sIio)il(l prncoofl wiMi iliis logislntinn .t? ronsonnblo <loliito oannot 

h.'trl. With tlioso fow roniavlcsi T ‘support tho motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy Tfrotiso) : Sir. l am 

■'f’-akl-thnt Oovornmont aro cpiito minhlo to acoopt tho omondment moved 
hv my TTonoiirnblo friond. Mr. ^fitr:l. 

Ono of tho ]ioints ho miido wa^; that tho F.mso were given to under* 
>‘tnnd That the session wn's •roinc; to torminnto on t.he 24th Mardi. I 

B 
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presume that he refers to the circular dated the 28rd December, 1981 
which was issued to all jMemhers. All thai is said on the point there is 
that the Honourable the President of the Legislnlive Assembly has been 
pleased to direct provisionally that there shall bo ineelings of the Legis- 
lative Assembly for the disposal of ofticial business on the following days, 
the last of these days being the 24th ^larch. A eireiilar of that kind 
issues every session, and directions are asked for fmm the iVesident up 
to a certain date, the earliest date In whitdi it is i bought possible that 
the business can be got through. Hut it is nevi'V jihuo than provisiomd ; 
it does not amount to au\ sort of pledge tlini it will not hi* necessary to 
sit longer. My experience is that in every session since I have boon in thiy^ 
Bouse, it has invariably been iieeessary to g«) an sitting longer ilian the 
latest date for which dir(‘etions were nrigiu}dl\ issneil. 

Then. »Sir, my Honourable friend says that (toviainiient should not 
bring on contentious h'gisJation at ihi' fag end of the session. Wlial was 
the course tin* Government have aetnaily taken this session? At tlic 
beginning of the session we were told that wc* ought not to bring on tla 
eontentiou^ huMiiiu*-tax Hill in the first week of the si‘ssion before Mem- 
bers had assembled and that it was unfair to the Houm* to do so. Now 
we are told tliat at the imd of the session we should not bring coiitenlio\is 
nieas\ires b(*eause Honcairable Members want to go awa\. 1'hat being 
so, the middle of tlv* session is n<)f large enough io (foutain all tie* 
contentious measures. If botli ends of a candle arc burnt away, v(3ry 
soon thei‘e will be very little loft af the middle. Hut is it a fact that 
these measures are content ions? At tlu‘ beginning i)f tlie session, in 
order to meet liie wishes of the Tfotis.*, wo took tiu* Incona^-lax Iblj later 
than was originallv propo.sed. We then proet'ede<1 with all ibe BilK 
whicli could really be (*onsidered con1t‘nlic)Us in the ordinaiA political 

sense, and the House s])en1 a great deal of lime on two c»r Ibem. n:iniel\ 
the Bill to supplement the Bengal ( riniinal L/nv^ Amendment Act, and tlie 
Foreign Kelations Rill. What nmiains ikav is not, I. maintain, eonten 
tious in that s«.*nse at. all. n\ake llie ease of this pavlieular V>ill wa' ]r»\* 
before us. The Report of tlic Selert Cojruniliee \< ilaleil Sih Alarc b. I 
presume it must have lioeii in the hands f»f Honourahir .\Ii*mI eis sinrr (lie 
lOtli Mareh, llia.t is, *2." days agr». with the result that notice has been 
given of tliree arnenflmenl io <>nr elans.- altboneb tla*re ;u-,- I21t eIan-(- 
ill the Hill. Wlia.i reason eai* G(»Ayrniiiiml ha\e h)?* thinking Ibai llir 

House regards tlial as eonientious? Tako jb< I io.arb-asnng liill. ilau 

is anollH-r i-x iiiipk*. I dr» ikh lu*bove for a mmnehi ijial it In f* conU in 

tious Hil). Take the Rills tliat arisi- out oi^iln- llaj Gommillc.'V II< f)ori. 
Are they eontontiens iiie;.*stjres Are tliev eonientions in the s.-nsr tlrd 
tlien is a slnwje bod\ of opinidu in (lie Ifraisf* wliiidi would ndusc even 
to send them to a Seleel • ( ’oniiniltc-o. 7 mnsf protest againsi ihr virw 
M'iv >eate.d by ni\ Hoiiouiablc fritaid. After M this TTouse, if it. wishes 
to diseuss" as fully as ii did and wliicli it was nuite enlitled to do. oa- 
of tlif- ineo.su«*cs to which 7 have* rebared. Ilien ii becomes nei'cssarx ia. 
sit some’vbaf. longer in order io di.sposc of the nnnain/ler of (lie work, au'l 
T do noi think it is nniv asf.rrahh* on the perl of the Goviaaimenl lli-d 
they sho^dd ask: the fToiise tr» sit- longer w'hen fhe measures that reinaii! 
to Vie discuss' d by Hie Thaise are not nn apures wdiicdi are. coutenlious. o'* 
in w7nc]i It cj«n be fairly said Government have ]mt them dowui now in 
order to secure a. inniont\ wliich otherwise they could not Inive i/ot. ^ 
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do not think there is any one of these* Bills now on the progiamme in 
which it makes the smallest differe nce as to their being carried or not 
carried at what period of the session they are being taken. 

Mt. President (The Ilonouraljlf Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) : Before I 
put the question, 1 am not sure whetlujr I need take any serious notice 
of the appeal which has been made to iho. Chair. Honourable Members 
are aware of what happeiK^l when I ho Swaraj Party walked out and the 
ruling which the Honoiirahle Mr. Patel gave on the first day, modifying 
it on the following day. 1 have got the proceedings here, but 1 do not 
wish to trouble the House* with it. There is, however, one point to 
which I should like to refer. The Honourable Member has contended 
that a large number of elected Meinhers have either been absent through- 
out the session or are absent now. In all democratic countries the res- 
ponsibility for the discharge of obligations and duties of an elected 
member is the conceni of the eleetorate. It is the duty if the constituency 
to call to account its representative who is remiss in the discharge of hia 
duties on the floor of the House. 1'he Hononra]>le Member has asked 
whether the Chair would allow any very controversial measuro to be sprung 
upon the House at the last moment. The Chair is bound to protect the 
rights and the privileges of the House (Applause) and if Government ever 
attempted any such thing without adequate reason, the Chair would take 
care that the House is not forced to discuss it. hiit if Honourable Members 
expect that the Chair would havr any sympathy with thost* Honourable 
Members who take so rnueh ti*ou]>le and incur considerable expenditure 
in getting elected to the House and tlien do not care to attend to their 
duties, it is expecting too much. On the present occasion, tlio Bill, as 
has been pointed out, has been before tlie Ho\ise for a considerable time. 
TiiC Select Committ(‘c has r(*ported upon it but it eould not bc‘ brought 
up for discussion earlier Ix'cause the Chair took care that the House 
should have an opportunity of fair debate on all questions which w’ere 
submit ted to its «lecision. Public business has to be done and elected 
Members are provided w’ith th* r»pport unity of contributing towards it. 

Ti is I hem to decide whether they will avail themselves of it or not. 
The Chair trusts that the effect of this discussion will he tliat Honourable 
IVTombcrs \vill make it a point to ho present here to discharge tho ohliga- 
tions which they have taken upon themselves. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: After the refunrks that b‘ll from tho Chair I beg 
leavr' to withdraw tiu' amendment. 

The, motion was. hy leave of th.- X.ssomhh . withdrawn. 

Mr. President: TIu' TToust' will now^ proceed to <lisrMis;s fh. motkm for 
con-i^idorat ion. 

Hony. Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand (Nominated Non- 
OIT icial) : Sir. I ri.si* to support the motion for eonsidcration of this Bill. 
This ig one of those Bills which will ho wrlcoTued from all ]\nrfs of the 
TFoiiso. Tt is in faet an earnest of the siTicore desire of rioveroment to 
respect our ambitions and aspirations. T am particularK dad that it 
has fallou t-o tho lot of a Puniah Civilian, whose eonneciion with the 
Punjab, tho sword-hand of India, can he tr.aned to more than one irenpra- 
flon, to steer this Bill through this House. Tho Bill has not been altered in 

B 2 
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any particulars by tlu^ Select Committee, and I hope I shall not be 
guilty of any breach of rules or etiquette to this House when I disclose 
that throughout the discussions in the Select Committee the attitude of 
^ t)io Honourable Member, Mr. Young, w’aa that of an Indian. 

NOON. when passed into law will give us a force which will 

be wholly Indian from top to bottom, and when we realise the import- 
ance of MU air force in future warfare, it will be found to be the most 
important section of the Army of the country. The old days of invasion 
from land arc gone; the old defences are useless and the future wai-s 
of the world will be fouglit in the air. So the formation of an Indian 
air force, important as it is, is also an index of the trust that Goveni- 
inent has in our fighting material. I need hardly refer hero to the perfect 
unanimity with wliich tlie report of the Select Committee has been pre- 
sented before the House, and I hope the House will deal with the Bill 
in the same spirit of eo-opora(ion and trust. Although the Bill is original 
in its nature yet, as Honourable Members will see, its provisions have 
been borrowed from the Indian Army Act and the Boyal Air Force Act. 
So it cannot ho said that we are enacting methods which have yet to be 
tried. Sir, at this stage we lu'od not go into details; that wc (*an do 
when con.sidering the l^ill clau.se by clause. T would only repeat tliat tin* 
Bill is a most welcome measure, and I am sure this is the view that 
will be taken in all parts of the House. Sir. T support this motion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I rise to accord my whole-hearted support 
to this Bill. The Bill inaugurates the creation of a new force which 
Intherto has been non-existent in India. I mean the Indian Air Force. 
The place of the Indian Air Force has long been taken up by the Royal 
Air Force. The Boyal Air Force is an English forci*, hut a portion of tin* 
Boyal Air Force has, I understand, been utilised for service in this e(uintrv. 
No Indian lias hitli(.*rto boon admitted to the Boyal .\ir Ff)vce under 
statutory rules. This House has been anxious for the creation of a 
self-contained Indian nnit in substitution for the Royal Air Force, «and 
the Bill seeks to prescribe the discipline of the proposed Indian Air Force. 
The Bill is a non-confentiou.s measure. It will ho seen that lli(‘re are I.'IO 
clauses in the Bill, and amendments have been tabled only on on(j cl.nise. 
that is. danse 0. T am glad to see that Governm<*nt in their Statemenf 
of Objects and Bensons have laid it down that the pei*sonnel of tin* Indian 
Air Force will be primarily Indian, "and clause 0 of the. Bill defines the 
class of per.sons to whr*m this Bill is to apply. Flause 0 says that the 
person to be enrolled 

Mr. President: Would it not be belter if the Hononrable ^reinber ro- 
sfftved his remarks till amendments are actually moved to clause 
That is tlie one danse to which amendments have been proposed. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: T am not going to explain at length thr 
purport of clause 0, but T was merely referring to it in order to show 
that b has been so drafted rb to confine enrolment in the Indian Air 
Force to persons mainly Indian or of Indian extraction and domicile. I 
will reserve my »’emarks on clause 9 till the time when the amendments 
actually come to be moved. It is a matter of great regret that in many 
important departnunts of Government, Indians have hitherto bc^n gx - 
duded. They have been excluded from many sections of the Army, 
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the military Engineering Department, and many other national activities 
in the country. From the lioyal Air Force, Indians have naturally been 
excluded because that is an English formation. Now this Bill inaugu- 
rates an era when we shall have our Indian personnel and Indian officers 
in the Air Force, and tln^ liill merely seeks to prescribe discipline and 
the punishments that have to be given for breaches of discipline, and so 
on. I do not think it is necessary for me to explain the other provisions 
of the Bill, we went carefully into them in the Select Committee. With 
these few words 1 accord rny wliole-heartcd support to this measure. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Sir, I also generally support this Bill. It is not my 
contention tliat it is useless or imtiecossarv. What T said was that it is a 
very important measure aiul 1 can show that by referring to some of these 
claiisos. (’lause .'ll deals with death sentences under nine heads; elause 
:\i) deals with mutiny ami alsf) prescribes death sentences on three counts. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay (‘eiitril Division: Noii-Muhamrnadan 
ilural): Wliy have no amendments liecii tabled on tbenr.’ 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: 1 do not say that they are unreasonable: what I sa\ 
is that it is a vi'i v important Mill which provides lor man,, things and in. 
main cases even death sentences have hetui provided for. I do not say 
it. is unmM'Cssarv <‘r that it need be amended but it i.< an important thing. 
That i.s iny main point. M,\ ihaioiirable friend Sardar Sant Singh was 
in the Select CoinniittiH* and he wa'^ very anxious to he presiait and move 
his amendment to clause 0, but because of stress oi duty lu‘ could not 
.stay. But he was most .anxious to stay and deai with elaiise 9. That 
Was one of the grounds why I brought in this motion for postponement of 
the consideration of this measure. Though they have ] rovided, as my 
friend Mr. (laya Prasad Singh said, that the air service sliould he confined 
to Indians, they have also j.rovidi'd that anybody who, even though he may 
not he an Indian, can in, mage lo bring his father along with him from 
outside the border and dtvlare that they intend to stay here will be enti- 
tled to be in this service. I think there is an amendment to this clause, 
and when that comes up I will argue this point, but it dot's involve a 
great principle. In the Civil Procedure Codo there is definition of 
‘^Indian domicile” and I should like to know why in this ease that is 
departed from and why this facility is given to any man who can ])ring 
his father with liim and ask him io declare that his n'a! intention is to 
5tay in India. My apprehension is that the practit'c now obtaining in the 
Army of recruiting less educated and loss cultured units, on the martial 
races theory, may be followed here. We fear that instead of the pro- 
vinces supplying their quota, or instead of following thi' oilier principle of 
tallowing minorities to have their proper representation, recruitment may 
fts hitherto, be confined to Ourkhas beyond the Indian border or the tribal 
Pftthans from across the frontier. My Ticadcr says they are not recruited 
®ow. But, I find that thi.s martial race theory has boon followed so far 
^ the Bengalis and Madrasis arc coneomed. They were considered to 
he martial races when the TJnglish came but 

Mr. O. H. Young ; May T interrupt my Honourable friend for a 
^o*nent? My Honourable friend is talking about martial races. I have 
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already pointed out in this House that there is no eJass coinposition in 
the Indian Air Foree, and that all Indians arc for it. As a matter 

of fact, three Beiii^alis have already been roeruite<l. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: 1 am very s^rateful to the Hoiiouralde the Army Sec- 
retary (hat unliki- the Army, in the Air Force there will be no theory of 
martial races practised and that they liave discovered it is a wron^ principle. 
Thar satisfied me a great deal. I am in general accord wiMi tlu* disci- 
' plinary measures suggestc^d in this Bill and i support it. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Sir, 1 rise to suppi^rt the propo,sal brought forward 
by the Honourabit* the Arm\ Secretary. The torination of an Indian 
.Air Force is vta-y m‘ci‘ssarv; and we earned afford to lo.se any I'urtber 
time ; and this Air Fonji* cannot be formed iinh'ss then*, is legislative, 
*sanction behind it and therefore it is urgently necessary that this measure 
should form part of tlu* Statntc-l)(«ik. Modern warfare rtKpiiros that a 
eouiitiw which wants to did'ond itself '-hould have all its arms properly 
developed. The air anu has eome into prominence since the, late war 
and it has lu'cn found as a rt'sult of warfare the Xortli West Frontier 

that tliis ah* force is vcr\ useful and In virv rffcctive. Thered'ore it is 
necessary that ihis Inrec* should be developccl as »‘arly as ]>C)<sible, and 
I congratulati' ( lovernirtent for taking this sto]), and also for taking care 
that it should be foruied main[\ (»f liuliaiis. There may lu* doubts or 
Gonteiitions about the nationality of an individual; but I take it, Sir, that 
those who are horn on ihe soil tntgii: to he ealh'd Indiatts and they ought 
to have the tirst claim. This (juestioii need not be taken into coiisidm- 
tiori at this time. I a)n iti full aecord with this measnn*, and I dj'sirc 
that the Air k’orct* should be develo]»ed as rapidly as possd)lo. Tlu* Gov- 
ernineut and the Arm\ Department may tiiul tliat tlu y will be in a 
position to rerluce other hraiudus of the Anny, in that way i'c« .n« auising 
money for the purpose of speudi?)g largely nn tlu' develo|>mi*ut of the At 
Fona^ I heartil\ 'support the measure. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Fuili'd Provinces Soutlu rn Divisions: Muhanu 
tnadan llural) : Sir, I rise to support th’s luotiMU. 'rhougli (his particular 
Bill contains I.'IO elanses printed on 34 pages, if wo read thorn earefully. 
wc find that tliest* are not new elanses. They aivj already in force in 
other departiuetits of tlu* Arm\, and we )ia\<' lu-ul no (*omplaint in ike 
workhig of thest.: secti<jiis. d'liey have be(?n ean*fnlly examin(‘d by the 
memljors of tin* Select ( .'oinmitte*' and l!u‘ only serio\is objectioti tliat was 
raised was to clause 0. wliicli wt* discussed day aftt‘r day, and not leP<^ 
than ten different drafts wer<» laid behire the (.’ommiUee and they were 
diseuss»*d at one stage or anotiier and finally WT^ eame to some agreement; 
and as ’s the ease with all (‘om])romises, it d<jes not phuise everybody, but 
at the same time it did not displease anybody; nnd all the members of 
the (VaiiTiiiktee gav** their iinanirnons consent to the draft which now 
emborlied in tins particular Bill; and therefore T beg to support this 
ujotion as this Bill is not of a <*ontentious nature; though it appears to be 
very I nlky, tlure is no new prineiple involved in this Bill. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Ridiilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non- 
MnhamiTUidnn Jlural): Sir. the Honourable gentleman from AHgnrk, '^'^ko 
Is a Tnafbeinati/ iil expert, has borne icsflimony to the arithmetical acciuocy 
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<)!: tliii iiiiiiRjious sections and sub“S(‘ciions, 130 in all, of this Bill. After 
that thi*re ou^dit not to ht; any dispute on this side of the House over 
llio Bill, r can understand the euLhiisiasin <»!“ tlie Ann\ Secretary to do 
sound Irnj,^ lanj^ihle and usi'ful (»n the eve of his di'parture fr^ni our 
inidsl, and iliLirel'ore I c.«)n!L(ratnl itr iiini im liavin;: ef>uc|U'‘red this House 
without much difficulty. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Sir, 1 IhinK 1 iuhkI only s.ay that ihr Vi-rv favoiir- 
dde na'cption ;.^i\(*n to this I fill i.>. a .Mjurt'C nf j^U’eat LUatifieaf ion to the 
( ' overnnienl and t'» myself., 

Mr. President: The qm^stion 

“d’hat- t ho Dill to pnivido Lii- tin- .‘njniliil.si rat ion and di'«:iidiiJC5 of iho Tadian Ai? 
Koii‘<*. as i «"portod Ly th»‘ Solot f C'< irmtioci*. ho taki*n into i ns <iderat ioa.” 

'Thi' motion was adopti.d., 

(daiises *J 1o wia'e addfd to llu' Bill. 

I'lie Schrdnle \\a^ addtal to lit<‘ Bill., 

(’Iaii^'‘v' 1 was atldi’d to tin* IhlL, 

Tin* Title and i’re:iinhh‘ Were add(‘d the Bill. 

Mr. G. M. Young: 1 hei; *i jiHAe tli.d ilk* Ihll. as amended, be 
pas.stal., 

'J'la- motion was adojtled.^ 


Till*: I.NDIVN d ABirr (\V1!;I:BKSS BBOADBASTIXB) amknioikxv 

HH.L. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ^.Xh-mher e.r Indu-niis and Lalionr): 

Sit*, I move; 

“lliat. iho hill la pnjvitle fuiul.s (m ^•nal.l^‘ Bowrianeiu *a» loiuiiun* wiivle^^s hroad- 
♦ a.slin^ in India, l»y iiua easing; ilu* iniixm dmie< h ^i.ihn* on v. iri>h‘>s 
ip))aratus. l>o talo'ii into eunsidi’nf i(ni ' 

Sir, HiUK.anahle .Mi-mlteis ot this House are aware of tik* somewhat 
inelaneholy finaiu-ial historx «d hroadeasi iinr in this tanintrv. Bi oadcasting 
W'as started I)y prixate enterpiisi* iu the xear l'd*J7 and an unbroken 
succession of annual di'tieil hmlLii'ts drove tlie companx intn liipddat ii m 
in 1030. 4du.'rc*u]»on with the cinicurreiKM*, I holii'vo, of the Le.idirs of 
all PjirtioR in this House, riovornment taiien'd ilu* held, acaiiiired the 
company’s assets for the very reasonahle. fignri' of 3 lakhs. and have 
ever since continne'd to administer the eiitorprisi*. .Vs 1 xvih sluw 
presently, although ( loveniincnt hx their administration haxa* reduced 
the. gap betxveou receipts and I'xpeiiditure. they have not yet been able 
lo quite bnlnnco tlie txvo sides of the accf>unl. When therefore the 
Hetrenchmont Sulid \umuittee came to review the entire iinaneial position, 
hvoadenstiug with its deficit budget stood «»iit in the general atmosphere of 
retrenchment and economy with challenging eleanu'ss as an object calling 
for dhe pruning knife. We on our part. Sir.' wwe not able to claim 
this as esRcni.ial (»xpenilitnrc and wo therefori* accepted provisionally the 
recommendations of the Snb-t'ominittee nml gave nntice to the staff 
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concerned. This action of ours immediately called forth a very strong 
expression of public opinion, wliicli was a very surprising testimony 
indeed to the popularity of broadcasting in this country. We received 
representations from many members of the public, from the manufacturers 
of wireless accessories in tin’s country, from dealers both large and 

small, wlio complained that Nourishing businesses would be shut down 

and tlial we would be inert^asing the distress which the general depression 
has spread tlirt)ughoiit the country. I havt‘ reason lo believe that many 
Mcinluis ill this Hoiisi- will eiuh>rse that view. J have', in mind parti- 
cularlv my Honourable friend Mr. (laya JVasad Singh, whose strong 

advocacy of .broadcasting in this House we all remember. We therefore, 

taking into account all these representations, decided tc» continue broad- 
casting while we searched every possible avenue for linding means to 
balance tia* broadcasting Inidgt't . and the results of that seareli I am 
now a.hoiit to plaei* before the ilouse. 1 onglil at this point to correct 
a slight omission whicli has taken pla(*e in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. One sentciu'e in that Statement runs as hdlovs; 

‘‘Tht^y I the Ooveriimonl of India) <*onsi<ler howi*ver, that the aervice should rn»t 
be a charge, upon the general tax-payer, and th»n’ accordingly propose that the 
import duties on wireless reception apparatu.s should i)e eidiaiueil .so as to ensure that 
the cu.stnni5« receipt.^ AS.sociated with hroadca.sting may suffice to cover the co.sb of the 
service.*' 

There was an omissiun after the words “custouis iTi t ipis” and the sentence 
should luivo read as follows: "‘so as lo ensure that ilu' ciisioms recei])ts, 
together with other rcveuiu* would be sulludcnl to ccnia* the cost of the 
service”. I think. Sir, it W’ill be common ground with everybody in this 
House that if broadcasting is to continue, it sliould nol in (‘xisling eirenin- 
stances, involve a chtirge on general revenius. Tlier,- an* two ways in 
which we can avoid doing so, firstly- by a reduction oT exponditnre and 
secondly by an inereast* in receipts. I will take tlie reduction of 
expenditure first. 1 may say that have as a matter of fact ruthlessly 
applied the primhig shears. TJuring (he present year, the expeiiditun' 
has been reduei‘<l to 2 laklis and 50 tliousand, wliieli is the very lowest on 
record, find for the coining year ive Iiave redneial (wen tin's to the figure 
of 2 lakhs and 38 thousand. We liave now* eut dow*n lo the bone and 
yet we find a gap of over 60,000 rupees to cover, taking all sources 
of income into account. I \vould ask the House to remember that 
reduction of expenditure cannot be carried too far witliout its refleefing 
adversely* on receipts. Tf you decrease the attractiveness of broadcasting 
either by the poor technical quality of your transmission or by the. poverty 
of your programmes, and these must inevitably result from too rigid an 
economy in expenditure, then you must be piepared for a contraction in 
your clientele. Nevertheless the charge cannr»t ho brought against us that, 
we have been extravagant, and T think T shall be able to prove this from 
the following figures. Whereas in the three years under private manage- 
ment, the expenditure was in round figures Rs. 2,97,000, Rs. 3,35,000 
V%.' 8,17.000, we have reduced the expenditure in our time to Rs. 2,59,000' 
this year, and we hope to reduce it to Rs. 2,88,000 in the coming year. 
The losses have been reduced from Rs. 1.67,000, Rs. 2,15,000, and 
Rs. 1,85,000 during lh€^ years of company management to Rs. 1,44,000. 
and finally we hope to Rs. 68,000. We still have this gap betMTcri 
receipts and expenditure Wo are therefore now driven to the only 
other expedient, namely, that of increasing our receipts. Unhappily, 8ir, 



'^UB INDIAN TARIFF (WIRELESS BROADCASTING) AMENDMENT BILL. 2927 

c-!.^nenoe jii the past has shown that the immediate prospect or our 
being able to increase to any appreciable extent our receipts from license 
fees is very strictly limited. Evasii>n unfortunately takes place; in spite 
of the fact that we are doing all we can to tighten up the administration 
of the law, the users of wireless sets escape through the meshes of our 
net; they have done so, and 1 am afraid they will continue to do so, 
but I hope far less successfully in the future than in the past, as we 
are taking very special measures which we hope will stop to some extent 
this leakage in our reeeijds. 

The only practical hope, at present, Sir, of increasing our income so 
us to enable us to balance the broadcasting budget lies, therefore, in an 
incrcast* of the taxation of the requisites of listeniiig-iii at the source, 
that is, 'at the point of entry into tin- country, and this is what we are 
now proposing to do. W'e are proposijig that the duty on wireless 
reception instruments and apparatus and component parts other than 
valves and loud s])eakers. (‘t(*., wliich now pay an import duty of 2") per 
vent, ad valorem, siinnld be increastMl to ">() per cent., wliich is the exist- 
ing duty on such things as electric windess gramophones and musical 
instnimeiits. Our second proposal is that the duty on wireless valves 
designed exclusively for reception should he enhanced from 25 per cent. 
</(/ valorem to 50 per cent, ad vnhnrm. This is the charge at present 
imposed ujam electric bulbs, raid linally we propose that thci duty on 
loud spi'akers and am])lit\t*rs iU)t (hdiniteK designed for public S])oakmg 
sids or electric grainophoin^s should also i)e increased from 25 per cent, 
to 50 per Cent, dudging from tli»‘ conversations that 1 have had with, 
many dealers on this matter. I feel confident that they will accept these 
increases in ])reference to closing <low'n broadcasting. I have spoken 
to a great many li<*ensces. and the\ have all agreed to some such form 
of self-taxation ratlua* than face the alternative of the closing dow'u of 
broadcasting. I want to makt* it clear that these increases will fall on 
the uscu’s of a. luxury or at any rate an amenity which is confined to 
a comparatively few . It will nut affect the users of the large number 
of sets wdiich are manufactured in this country and which do not require 
valves. I am not able. Sir, to give to thi* House an exact estimate 
of the yield of these taxes for many reasons, but I think we may 
confidently hope that the yield of these new impi>rt duties will he more 
than sulhcient to help balancing tin* broadcasting budget. Now if we do 
that, and if the bogey of continued deficits is out of the way, tl\e future 

broadcasting should he ensured and this will T hope give to the public 
that confidence in its future continuance that is absolutely essential if 
arc* largely to increase our circle of clients. 

r>roadcasting. Sir, has t\ great future 1 believe in this country ; but 
'^’0 will need to frame a conqindiensive and progressive policy in regard 
to it when w'o are in a. position to do so financially. At present financial 
considerations have made ns do little more than mark time since wc 
look over the venture, and T am afraid that for some years to come at 
least, financial conditions mav impede the progress that we all look forward 
^ So confidently. But T am certain, as T have said, that there is a 
future for broadcasting in this counirv: and if. by the means 
aich T am now' proposing, wi* are able to carry it over these critical 
years, I 'fegi certain myself that broadcasting is destined not merely to 
Jog ns in a rich return but to prove an instrument of the utmost 

ocativo value fjo the country. Sir, T move. (Loud Applause.! 
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Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: I^ou-Mubiiiiimadan) : Sir, 1 am glad to 
find that on account, of adversity and tinaneial distress wisdom has at 
last dawned on the (Jovoriiment. l\vo oi* three years ago when iih^ 
Honourable Ahanber's pivclocesscu* ^^Sir liluiptaidra Nath Alitra) brought 
forward a similar Bill, some ol* us exj)resse(l a iloubt about broadcasting. 
Sir, I Ji\e in the backwoods Orissa where tJie music of those ditiia* 
t('m[)l(‘s is more sweet to mt^ I ban broadcasting; I do not en joy the good 
fortune to live in AJnzalfarpur like my friend, Mr. Gaya Trasad Singh 
(An Ilonourublr Mcnthcr: “1’here. are splendid //e/n‘s there also”), vvhcnn 
my Honourable friend. Sir Jost*p}i Bliore, complimented on Ids I<eeii 
interest in broadcasting. To me broadt asling lias befui a puz/.le; especially 
so wla-n J eomo to modernised cities like. Delin’ and find people, working 
hard (ni rlan'r wireless sets as others wtalv on cross-word |)u//Ies and 
trying to get into comimmic.Mliun witli Ibanbay and (’aleuttji and never 
getting any message, I feel, thank God, I live in a part of the caiiutry 
whicli is not attracted by Iho spirit of broadcasting. Sir, I entirely agieu 
with my Jlononrahle frioiul. Sii* Joseph Idiore, that- broadcasting is .j 
liixury : ainl, if the Department is to i-oiilinnc, all its expensrs sliould 
eonii' from Ihe luxurious cla^s : .nij nol only slionld the licensing I'ci-s 
be increased, but: I entirely support, this iucnaise of tlu* duly on broad- 
i*asiing im|)h‘nu‘nts up t<i do per eent. Sir, the Honourable the h’inanr:*.' 
Alem.bi r J am glad to sec‘ is now lii'ii*. 'I'ln* other tlay wv wtM\. talkin;:^ 
of the evasion of taxation, and my Honoinable friend, the Finance AJeinbcr, 
heard jusi now from his c*r»lleagiie that liu* Inxnrions elasses in IndiM 
evade their taxes and <lo not pay i^veii tlie lieiaising fees on their wirehss 
sets. Sir. my Honourable* friend, wlum be thinks oi aeeiising the ])()on‘i' 
classes of t'vasion of taxation, sbould iliioefore renuanber that it is da- 
rich classes wli<i evade more taxes. Sir. I do not mind broadcasting t<i 
coTitimie. but I do hope that. wJi;d4.*V(‘r tb(' i‘Xp(‘nst's. if ibe dd ner ceiiid 
duty is not sullieient, in\' Honourable frit*nd will see that Ihr 
lieonsing fees .should b(». doubled for tlios(‘ who want to have the* special 
pri\iloge in their evenings to enjoy wliai is liappt'ning in otli(*r places .nid 
other elimes. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra (CTiitlagong and Rajshahi Divisions; Non-Mnh.an- 
luadaii linral); Sir, 1 (rongratulaie thi? ITonourabh^ Sir Joseph Bhore on 
V/ringing forward this Jrill. We Averc very lolnclant in the Ketrenchment 
CoTnmitiee to recommend tin* abolition of this service, and we arc very 
glad that the Hononrablt* Ah'inher has found w’^ays whereby the poor in this 
country will md be t.axcd and at the same time this broadcasting service 
will bo lel aiiied. Sir, I do imt agree with my FTonourablo friend, Afr. B. 
Das, that hrr)ad(rasting is a mere, luxury, or tliat the ordinary man’s enjoy- 
ment sljould consist merely in securing fcxal and clothing. There are other 
small comforts, and broadcjisting has helped ns a great deal in having an 
educative effect in many ways. W() can now piit ourselves in contact with 
the civilized world, and witli different parts of India itself and thus reap 
rnucli educative value, and it is not a mere waste and luxury. It is 
of the (conventional neerjssities of civilized life. Sir, I suppoi't the motion* 


it. 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (AFuzaffarpur aiun Champaran: Non-Muham- 
^ iiiadAii) : Sir, the Indian Air Force Fill was a very imprfrtant, hn 

***^* a non-(*.ontentiou.s nu'asui’e. and this TTonse onthusiastically 
Tills Broadcasting Bill is fdso a non-contimtious measme, and I hope tbe 
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Hgusu wiJl pass lliis Bill also with acclaitjutiou. I remember, Sir, I went to 
Calenlta last }ear, and I visitc'd tho broa<leasfciiij^ station, an<l. thi*. Ibulio 
Association. I also remember that a memorial wliieh was signed by 
Iniiidreds of intlueiitial person.s was prescailed lo my Honourable Iriend 
Sir Joseph Bhoro protesting against the prof)Osed closing down of broad- 
casting, .ind suggesting ways and Jiieans Tor mahing if sell-supix^rting, 

I visited two years ago the broad(*asting station in Bombay, and .since 
then r liave l)egnii U) lake some little interest iu broadcasting. There 

two or llneii points on whieh 1 should just like to say a few w'ords. 

I lind that 2)iraey associated willi hroadeastiug is somewhat extensively 
practistVi. and steps may be taken to exlerinina^* ibis evil, so licit people 
who do not hold lieeusi's may not unfairly take advanfcfige from broad- 
cast ijig. The see(;u<l point is that ih(‘ presi^iit lif*cns'* fei‘ of Bs, 10, if 
inadt*(|uate, ma\ havc‘ to h<‘. increased a liitle bit. 

Mr. B. Das: Double it. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh:^ X<>t sf) mmdi. The third ix>int is overhead 
(diargfS iu tlio «*stal)lishnient are much inort* than tliey should he. I think 
the overheat I charges also might he reduced. The history of })roadcaating 
has been given in very eloqiuaii tenns by my Honourable friend Sir 
.]ose])li 15]iori‘. 'the Marconi (N>in])an\ was start t‘d in 1025, l.>ut for w'ant 
ul.’ sup|)or( from tie.’ pulilie. and lor want of tinaneial assistance ifc had 
to elos«*d down. Then the Italian Broadcasting ('ompany. Limited, 
was lloaied in B<anhay in 1027, hut for want of financial support it w’^as 
Iruiguisliing, until ( hivi-rnment to'ik it up, with the constnit of the Members 
of this House. ] imd<a*stand that the total numh^r of licenses has reached 
the figuri*, H.oOO and more'. Tf tla’ license fee ho. inerea.sed a. littio bit, 
(he. i-eceipts from tin’s source together with the import duties which are 
MUight tt> I><.‘ ijiiposed uf)on the imp'>riatiou of wii*eless reei’ption apparatus 
tjiight he sufiicienfc to ])ur hroadca^t/ing on a sedf-supporting basis, without 
It. being a. hnnleu upon the general revenues. Broadcasting has got a high 
educativi: value, it may be utili'-ed in seh<K)ls and colleges, and as a 
means •>£ cominimication for lectures and other purposes just as we have 
go< lantern lecture shows. Broadcasting may be used for awakening the 
masst's, and for |)uiting some light and ed neat ion into them. I (iiiite agree 
that hroailcast ing should not he made a general charge on the public 
fevenues. and llie Bill we are discussing is a measure which proposes to 
keej) alive hn^adeasting iu India a> a stale institulion without at the same 
time making it a hiivden on the. gi'iieral revemies. With these uw words, 

I sii’caigU supj^orl. the motion of niv ITonouralde friend l>ir Joseph Bliort*. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Aruhamnuulan lUirali: 
^ir, T vise i:o join iu the chorus of af> 2 )recialion showered my Honour- 
able friend Sir Joseph lUiovi'. although I do not agr. i' wiih my Honourable 
friend who has just sal. down that tlie fot' ol TTs. lo should be raised to 

Rs. 20. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh; 1 di«l not suggest- thal. 

Mr. B. Das: I suggested it. 

Mr! Amar Nath Dutt: .At any rate Ids eolh'agiu irom Bihar and Orissa 
said that it should he tjoiibied. 1 do not agree Nvith thub suggestion. I am 
i?lad that some stops are being taken so that broadcasting may not die. 
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In fact at one time in the Standing finance Committee, my Honourable 
friend over there who has just sat down seriously considered whether or 
not to discontinue this broadcasting in order to give some relief to the 
general revenues. After all, this is a matter of very small amount and 
even if this raising of import duty was not given effect to, the Government 
would have been ]>erfeetly justified in making a little more grant that was 
necessan* for broadcasting. As my Honourable friend said, broadcasting 
has great educative value, and T should like to sec it more and more 
popularised by installing broadcasting apparatus in every village .... 

An Honourable Member: And in the Assembly also. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: 1 don’t mind. It should bo installed in every 
village so that (liis small amenity of civilised life may be available to the 
poorest of the poor living in mud hovels of villages. In these days, there 
is hardly any enjoxment in villages. The present economic distress has 
sto]>ped jafJnati and kaihahatas which combined education with pleasure 
in village 1 know bow jX)or i)eople wo]*k in the hot sun from morning 

till evening, and then go back and scpiat on the floors of their houses for 
the rest of the night without any enjoyment whatsoever. If only they 
had some little anius(‘nienl like this. I think their life would be enlivened 
and cheered. In fact I wraild ask the (ioveruiiient to give a little more 
grant to save this broadcasting. With these words, I support the motion. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, I Jiave nothing to say beyond 
expressing my gratitude to HonourabU* iL(‘mbers in this House for the 
reception which they have accorded to this very small measure. I may 
say that, so far as 1 myself am concerned, my own anticipations with 
regard to the future development oi bi\>adcasting coincide to some extent 
with the. ideas expressed by my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 
As regad’ds the three points raised by my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya 
IVasad Singh, I may assure him that they have been constantly under 
the consideration of the Oovornineut of India. There are very obvious 
objections to an increase in the license foes, but I will not trouble the 
House with my arguments in this case. I will confine myself to an 
assurance that all these points which have been made to-day will receive 
the most careful attention of the riovernment of India. 

Mr. President: Thi< <piostion is: 

“That the Bill to provide fimds t<» enable (iovernnieiit to continue wireless Lroad- 
casiinji^ in India, l»y iruTtf^asiiig th«' iinp<)rt duties leviahlo on v.’ireloss reception 
apparatus, bo taken into con.sidoration.“ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Clause 2. 

Mr. S. O. Jog (B. rar Hcprosi-nlathf) : I take this opportunity of 
joining in the chorus of congratulations to the Honourable Sir 
Bhore for lumng introduced this inoasuro. As a matter of fwt . 
casting was practically in the throes of death and but for this timely b®P 
rendered ny> to this time, this luxury would have been killed. 
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Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member move his amendment 
first. 

Mr. S. a. Jog; I inovo this very small amendineut^ : 

“That in clause 2 (b) in the proposed item No. 43 of Scliediile II to the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894, the 'W'ords ‘including all electric valves, ainiilitiors and loud sneakers' 
be omitted. “ 

J see no purpose in putting those ^vords here, especially when you say, 
“wireless reception instruments and a])|)aratus and component part*s thereof 
not speeiijcally designed and so oii’\ 1 see no proj)ri0ty in putting these 
words, “including all electric valves, ainplitievs and loud-speakers”. Unless 
the Government explain to me tlic propriety of putting in these words, 

I for one, would like to press my anicndrnent. If these words are deleted, 

I do not think it will affect the purpose of the Government in any way at 
all. One of the duties of the I^egislature is to make the language as 
uccurat-o as possible, and any supoilluity is to bo avoided. If I tell you 
that I give yon all the belongings of mine in this House, it is not necessary 
to make any particular mention of some articles in the House like silver- 
ware, furniture, etc. 

An Honourable Member: There is no harm in doing so. 

Mr. S. O. Jog: 1'liat- is the exact thing. We are legislators and not 
lavmcn. Our language lias to bo aecnrato and we have to avoid unneces- 
sary points and snperllnities. With those few words I suggest that Govern- 
Tiu’Dt should have no (litTicnlty m ace«*))ting my ainendment- which docs not 
iiffei't. <io\ennuent or tlie revtaiiies in the least. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: Sir, this amendment may, my 
Ilononrahle friend says, !)(» a. very small amendment, but I am afraid it 
may have some (‘onsiderable t-ff\'ft. We are advised that Ju* words to 
which lie objects, ihoiigli they ma\ be merely explanatory, are really 
iiL'ccssai'v u.) rein<-vc ])ossiijie difficulties in intt*rpr(‘talion, and T am afraid 
therefore that wi* eannol jiossibly accept it. if ohji'ction is taken on the 
i^rniiiul that other than wireless iipparatus will he roped in I ought to 
explain that tliert' n'ally is no dlffieully in the matter, because our experts 
advise us thaT the parts of a talkie a])parntus, for instance, are nomially 
sj)ecially designed for iliat purfios^ .ind that they could not be claiisified 
ts wireless apparatus iindtu’ tlio terms of the Iffll. In actual fact there 
•dionld bt‘ no dinieiilty in tlu* cas»* < f .amplifiers aiifl loud-speakers, but 
Ikero max lie soim* dllVieultv iii tin- i*as.‘ of valves intended for talkie 
apparatus, some of wliieli are equally suitable for broadcast receiving 
‘Apparatus and gramophones. It may be that, under the. terms of this 
rlause as it- stands we may include a soinewliat wder list than is intended, 
^tii I would urge iliat these an' all luxuries and it xvill certainly give me 
no sloeph'ss nights to see other luxuries roped in and made to pay a 50 
por cent. duty. J>ir. T must oppose the amendment. 

Mr. President: Tlic i|uestion is: 

“That in clause 2 in the pr«»|)t>so«l item No. 45 of Sohodiile IT to the Indian 
T;i.riff Act, 1^4, tho ^Yord.*; •iiuhciia-i all flivtri* .TMplifiop.> and kavl 

oinitt-ed. “ 

The. motion was negatived. 
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Mr. S. G. Jog: Sir, I beg to move the next amendment standing in 
niy naint" and which runs as follows : 

•That in diuise 2 (b) in the proposed item So. 43 of Schedule II to the Indian 
'raiift Act 1304. the words ‘and imported along wilh* be omitted.*’ 


The <>l)jcct of this measure seems to me that when the apparatus or the 
other parts are dcsigued lor purposes other than wireless reception, Jihey 
arc to 1)0 exempt from dut\ . Hut this clause says “designed for purposes 
other thiiii \N'ii*oless reception or arc not original parts of and imported 
along wilh instruments or apparatus so designed”. That means that if 
the} are iuiiK)rled along with the main aj^paratiis then they are duty free 
but il tht*\ are hixnight in separate parts or after some time, Government 
wants to levy duly on them. I tliink 1 have understood it correctly. 
What I cannot- understand is what the object of Govenmient would be. 
If they seriously want to these articles, if they are designed for any 

purposes other than broadcast iug, what matters it to Government whether 
they art? brought witli the apparatus or separately after some time? I 
fail to understand the propriety of such invidious and wrong distinctions. 
] suggest therefore that my amendment- should he accepted and these 
words omitted. If Ihe objc.'ct of Government he to cxcmi)t those articles 
which are desigiu'd for purposes other than ln*oadcasting, then they should 
be exempt- whether brought with the apparatus or at any time afterwards. 
Witli these words 1 recommend that the amendment should be accepted. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: sir, ptn-haps 1 might take a link 
time and explain l«» Ilk* House exactly the iinfiortanci* of the. suggestion 
made by my Hoiiourahie friend, ’khere .Or (*ert:iiu articles that. an». n<4 
exclusively used for l)roadi*ast reci‘pti«)fi purposes, but tin*} can Ije used 
both for sucli piu’iKysc'' and a]«o fot* othi*)* purposi s, for iustanee, ijilK'i'* 
apparalus. The objccl of the lattn* p;U‘t of i he entr\, that is to sji\. 
the part to wliich in} Honourable friend objects, is to render liable to the 
new duty Jii addition t<^ things special!} designed for broadcast ri'ci'pt ion, 
such of those :irli(!i»‘s lo wliicli 1 lia\o r'*fen’t d a.s are taa ijuilr ascer- 
tainahly meant for jion iao.idea'st n ception. Il can he ascM-iiaiiaul only 
if it is specially designed for or is an original part of or imported along 
with a talkie and f)thor equipment wilh which it is inteudrd lo la* used. 
If we were to omit the woids “and inif)oHt*d along ^rith". some iniporli vs 
would und<^ijl)teflly I'tjpresenl lhin.L:s«if tlii-s dual naiin*«* as being replai'c* 
ments inlendi'd f<i In.* nsod for i.'iII'n* afipaialus, and wc slanjld haAc ih' 
as.surance tlial in fact tla-y \\»*r» iwu dosiuru'd as broadcast roccivuu* 
replacements. I ihinK tberefoi:- ibai ue would be running an inuK'cessrna 
risk by omitting these words. 1 do noi think il can impose any very 
hoavv or great hardship upon aii\ I'lass importers and n'. e would pO‘h‘'‘ 
therefore to retain the ^vonls to which my llononrabh- friond is biKing 
exception . 


Mr. President: d in qm sllou is • 


“That jri 

T.'upiff Ar:^ 1804, ili^. 


(f.i in ‘lift piufo.sftil iti-iii N-., of Sclif-nulo H 

words* *,iT d ur»t *»*fd 'drp'? b«» iv’iltif'd. ' 


t,o lb-* I'Mdi.'n 


The motion v. negritivod. 
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Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and JVeamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 
The motion was adopted. 

Thii Assembly I ben adjourned tor Janirb nil tlalf Vast 'two of the 

Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Cloek, 
Mr. I’resident in the Chair. 


THK PUIBJC sriTS VAl.lDATlON BILl.. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Seerelarv, L(‘gislativc Departmeut): Sir. I move 
that the Bill to validate certain suits rolatino to public matters, as passed 
hy the (\jiuu*il of State, bt*. laben into (•(•nsiderruion. I have ‘already 

observed, this Bill has been |)a'-si-() b\ tin* (Vameil of State, so that the 
first molioTi in respect of this Hill in this House is the motion that the 
bill 1)0 taken into consideration. TIu* purposes of tliis IV\\\ are. I think, 
siilfieiently set out in tin* Stalemeiit of Objeels ainl lba*'on^. Ibietly. 
the position is tliat under sections and 02 of the C«ule of Civ'l Vro- 
LM'dnvi*, in mspect, in the liisl in^iaiiee, of suits relaiin^^ lo puldie nuisaiu*es. 
.md in (In* .second instance, of suits rc*latine to public cbmilirs, certain 
f)r)\V(*rs of initiation an* vested in the Advocate Ceneval. srciion 

‘.)r‘) Ihe f)owi s cMifi'ired Ijv section'-; U1 ;uid 02 on tin* .\d\oi*alc (iuieral 
ifiav. outsidt* tin* Presidency iov.ns. he uith the pn.‘vi<>ii> -aiu-tion oi ;he 
bocal t iovcriim(*nt ex(*rcist*d cIm* b\ the Collector i>r b\ nucIj otVieer as 
ila* Local ( iov(‘rTinnM\t may appoint in this behalf. 1 would draw the 
attention of this Mouse to llu^ words “previous saiicH'on of the Local (lovern- 
nunf”. It has bi'cn eeiu rally understood that riiese W(<rds iijip]ic*d a 
j:encral sanction; that is, that a <i:eni‘ral sanction could bo udven bv the Gov- 
enunent. and no p.nrticniar sanction was required in respect of each suit 
bi’oii^dit by tin* Collector or Hie nlV.eer appointed h\ tin* L(a*;d (L.vern- 
TDcnt. Tliat practice bc'cann* universal; and it was a matter of (‘oiwhler- 
'^•hlo surprise when it was dt'clared by their TjOi’dships of the Privy roiuicil 
fhut we had been wron;,; in our interpretation of the sectiini. All the. 
i^'ovcriiinonts in British India and all the High Courts have. T understand, 
shared in that error; and I think it was not a verv nnnaiin.d error. Any- 
body reading that section would, 1 think, inevitably hesitate between the 
t'vo meanings, and I think bo wtaibl say that roally tho men* roasnnable 
Cleaning was that the sanction wa'^ hitonded io bt' a. gonoval one. That, 
however, has now bet'U ilocided ayainst us — tho sanction has to bo a 
Pariicnlar one. The result is lhai a very eniharvassing position has been 
<^aused .to those litigants who wore under the impression that they w^ere 
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proceeding in a perfectly lawful way, having obtained all the authority 
which was believed to be necessary from the Local Government. They 
now find that suits are liable to be dismissed, and in fact that suits are 
being dismissed in pursuance of this decision of the Privy Council in the 
case of Prom Narayan v. Earn Charan and others. 

Now, Sir, Government do not claim to be the originators of 
this jnotion. lii fact the original begetters of Jfchis Bill are sitlfeing 
on the Opposition Benches, and therefore I may say that this Bill is .1 
non-controversial measure, and I should say also a very useful measure, 
agreed upon by both sides of the House. For that reason alone 1 think 
it is not necessary for mo to make a lengthy speech. The first proposal 
came Irom my Honourable friend, Mr. Biswas, in the form of a Bill, 
and at about the same time my friend, ^Mr. Sen, was saying to me daily, 
‘'When are you going to produce this Bill?”. We were ourselves imnu*. 
diately convineed of the necessity for the Bill, but it seemed proper tliar 
we slauild consult Local Governments and that they should consult the 
High Gofrrts. The result is complete unanimity and we have accordingly 
brought forward this Bill. 

As 1 said in the beginning, and as L now (juote from the Statement of 
Objects and Eeasons, “The Hill is intended to remove a l)ardship. li. 
validates all suits tiow pending and also provides for tlie.relrial r)f all 
claims wliich may have been in the meantime dismissed, wlietlier in tlu- 
Court of first instance or i]i tin? Court of appi^al, on tl)e ground of t}i(* 
absence of the rcquisit<‘ sanction*'. Sir, [ move. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy (Bunlwan and Prcsidcnc\ Jfivisions: Mu 
hainmadau Enral): Sir, 1 move that tin* consideration of the iJill In* 
po.stponed t‘) the next Simla Si ssion. My reasrai for moving the amend* 
merit is that IMII is of v> liiglilx eonti'oversial nature in spite of llu* ileelar.i- , 
tion of the Honourable tin* Mover that it is not, so. He is of that opinicai 
simply for the lec.son tliaU according to him, “the begetters of this Bill sit 
on the (fjijxisirion Benches’*. Who are “the begetters” 1 do not know 
exactly, hut our ILniourable friend has enlightened us by mentioning two 
names. Theo* may Ix? man\ mon- who niight in* the hi'gi'tlers of tliis 
polyandrous Pdli; but. this mouniur. Sir. in the (‘outm* of your ruling you 
remarked tliat the (’hair would tiot .-.dlow auv ver\ controversial nia.isun* 
to he sprung n])on the* I foils'*, and that the Cliair is jt‘alous of the dignity 
of tlie II 0 U.SO. That has been the view of l*n.*sident I’atcl also. If I in:i\ 
lie p«.‘nnitted to n-ad out a. passage from ihi- reports of tin* rlidiale. M?‘- 
President Pati*l on a similar occasion s.iid : 

“The )i;is a «huy to see that tho ni.irhinory ef tlie ( JovcriinuMC of 

Art is not abusrd to the prejudiro of dir p»M)}>|f? (his rourifry and lor 

;»ur|r)0*« tho Chair p- .-^ufFirirot p«»v.« rs in f!i(» shape of I ho arljoiinmiont ot^ th') 
House ri/e tll*‘ nr in the shape refusing fn put any motion to the IFonse 

Mr. President: Will tin* fT'UKmrablc Member read Mr. Patel's ruliiig 
given on the following day? 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy: I have not got it; hut I liav(3 got a copy of 
yonr own remarks, Sir, before me in which you say: 

“The. Tlonoiirjd>l»' Member baa drawn attention to tlie fact th.at he 
N^hetbor the Chair would allow any very < ontrover.sial measure to be sprung 
House at the last momf3nt. Th«*. (’hair is iKiund U» prot«eet. the dignity, tho * 

and privileges of the 
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I shall show. Sir, that this is a Bill of a highly controversial ruiUire. The 
i^ery fact of the admission of my friend, Sir Lancelot Graham, that this 
innocent looking Bill had its origin in the Opposition and that the two 
“begetters’* of this Bill are Members of this House, and yet the Govern- 
ment chose to move it in the House which, in the happy phrase of Mr. 
lianga Iyer, is a House where “the benumbing penumbra of second child- 
hood pervades** shows that this Bill was moved there simply with the object 
of depriving this House of making a motion to circulate the Bill for elici- 
ting public opinion thereon. If 1 were only to read out section 92, the 
House will realise how' controversial this Bill is. My Honourable friend 
Sir Lancelot Graham did not read out sections 91 and 92 ; he simply 
mentioned them. Section 91 deals with public nuisance, and I have nothing 
to do with that; hut s(?ction 92 is not so innocent as it looks. I see a 
copy of the Civil Procedure Code bc^fore mo, and I will just read to the 
House that particular section and leave it to the Honourable Members 
to judge whether this measure is of a highly controversial nature or not. 
howev(*r innocent looking it may appear to be." Section 92 runs as follows : 

*‘Jn tho case of any alleged breach of any express or constructive trust created for 
pnhlic purposes of a charitable or religion.s nature, or where the direction of the 
Court is deemed necessary for tho administration of any such trust, the Advocate 
General, or two or more persons having an interest in the trust and .having obtained 
the con'sent in writing of tho Advocate General, may institute a suit, whether conten- 
tiou** or not, in the priiici})al Civil Court of original jurisdiction or in any otner 
C/Ouvt empowered in that bt^half by the Ixical Government within the local limits of 
whose juri.sdiction the whole or any part of the subject-matter of the tni^t is sitoato 
to obtain a decree — - 

(а) removing any trustee; 

(б) appointing a new trustee ; 

(c) vesting any property in a tru.-»u^; 

(fl) directing iu^oounts and inquiries; 

(#•) declaring what proportion of tho truat -property or of the interest therein 

shall be allocated to any particular object of the trust; 

(/) authorising the whole or any part of the trust property, to l>e let, sold, mort- 
gaged or e.x changed ; 

{if) granting such further or other relief as the nature of the case mav be, etc., 
ete.^’ 

J do lint think 1 lived read nut the reinaining portion of the seetion. I 
think T have already satisfied the House by reading out the section how 
controversial this Bill is. Who is going to decide whether a trust is for a 
piiblie purpose?, whether it is of a charitable or religious nature, and other 
intricate (piestions when the de(*ree involves such important matters as 
the removal of the tnisfre or the sale or mortgage of trust property? For 
that reason a check has been provided in order to stop reckless and harassing 
litigation, in the shape of the consent of the Advocate General being 
required or of two or more persons having an interest in tho trust property. 
Now, so far as the Presidency towns arc conccnicd where there is an Advo- 
cate General the cons<?nt of the Adv<x;ate General is sufficient. This Bill 
<loes not affect the authority of the Advocate General, nor does tho 
Privy Council judgment affect it. The authority whicli is affected by 
the Bill is that where the Collector is required to give sanction. My 
kamod friend Sir Lancelot Graham remarked that all High Courts share 
lb that error, namely, in tho error of thinking that no special sanction is 
accessarv in each cast? bv the Collector. Wei/, the object of that provi- 
Jiion of Jho Bill is quite obvious to those xvho are familiar with the historx’ 
Or tho legislotion when section 92 inirodnred in the Act of The 
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Legislature deliberately made a distinction between the Advocate General 
and the Collector. So far as the Advocate General, who is an otticer of tlio 
Crown, is (concerned, no special authority in every case was required; but 
where the Collector is coiictmied, special authoritv is required. It may 
be that f(U* the Collectors who happen to be District othcers heavily burden^ 
<*d with work, and more so in these days of unrest and political disturb- 
aiice, who are very fond of outdoor life, and arc too busy with their 
tennis and other social amenities to find time to apply their mind to eaolj 
])articular case Government thought that a gcuieral sanction as proposed in 
this Bill was quite enough. 

Now. what does the Jlill juopose to doV 'Khe Bill proposes to undo 
what the Privy Council has done. For years and years since 1908, all llio 
High Courts of India havi* shared in an c'rror, to use the language of my 
friend Sir Laiuielot Graham. Now, the error has been j)ointed to them 
by the Privy (Council, the highest Court of appi^al in the Empire. Now, 
what does ihc Bill propose to do? To render lliat judgment infructuous 
ill tlu* name of public interest. Beally, theri^ is no such ])iihlic interest 
involved in this measure. It is the iiiteri'st of a. particular individual. I 
have taken the trouble of reading the did)ati‘S in the Council of Stale, and 
r find there is nothing stated excepting a ndeivncf* to tin* section, and 

the Honourable the Law Member in the short s])a(*e of fivi‘ minutes luid 

the Bill pa.s.sed there including a congratulatory speech from the Honour- 
able Mr. Basil. I find from this debate, the n‘al reason for bringing for- 
ward this legislation liofore this House'. It is, as I said, a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing or perhaps it is a sheep in wolf’s clothing. It is virtnallv a non- 
official Bill which lias Ix'cn brought forward in the garb of an otlieial Hill 
and fathered upon Sir Lancelot Graliam who n‘pudiatt‘s the pateniil) 
of the child. Tin* Hoiiourahlc Mr. Bijoy Kumar Basu says: 

“Sir. I congratulate the Honourable the Law Member for having broinrht lii* 
Bill, becau<e there are a large mmilier of suits which nre. pending in various provinces, 
which will he affected, as e.xplaiiied hy the Honourable the Law Meml^er, if this 
Bill is not pa.s.s4‘(l into law. One of these suits is pending in my province- -I mean 
the Tarakeshwar Temple suit,— and only this morning I mid in the papers that in a 

pending appeal in that suit application has been made in the ('alciitta High (V)urt i 

to have the suit di.^mi.N'sed on thi.s very ground, and the date that has been iivet' 
for the hearing of that application is 18th April. F <inly hope. Sir, (hat this iMi 

will be passed during thi.s .se.ssion, .s») that .suits of that nature might not. In' dis- 

missed for no fault of the partio.s. T have still moro to congratulate (iovonmieiit. 
because they have so promptly lakep up the .sugge.slion which T am proud to say 

was made to them from a non-official .source bir a Bill of thi.« kind ; 1 believe as ft 

matter of fact a draft non official bill wa.s sent up to Goverjiment by Ike 
repre-entative of Calcutta in the Ijogislative A.H.«emb]y- -Mr. ('ham Chandra Bi.sMa.s 

Mnnv Hoiifiurnhli? Mcinlicrs may not know much nhouf this tciufdi* of 
Tarakt*shwar. It is n voritahlc »Soinnath in Biuignl, anil if attracted thi 
attention of many an invader and eonr|nt»ror from the N()rth and it 
not cs(r{i])e the eagh* <‘ye of the C’ongress. Tin'* tcm])h' was aliout t<» 
demolished, .as Mr. Biswas is aware, wlirn thr Swaraj inovorni'nt was ;a 
its height and the Satyagraha commander-in-chief led the sicec to 
templ(‘. After a time peace terms were proposed bv the Swaraiisf 
and tliore was e.verN' probability of a peaceful settloment. But for reasons 
better known to Mr. Biswas and perl)aps also to Mr. S. C. Mitm the neae‘ 
efforts failed. T leavt? them to complete tlio bi.sforv. tbe genesis of thiff 
litigation, if fbey care to do so. T leave it deliberatelv incomplete, of ''O** 
stage. Any v;ay, rny point is this. T hope T have made it snffieienty 
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“dear that this Bill is of a liighl^' cuutroversial character. By way of con- 
trast, may 1 refer to a Bill with which you must be very familiar, namely, 
the Wakf Validating Act? If 1 am not mistaken, in 1905 or tiureabouts 
the Privy Council upset the Aluslini law on the subje(*t of waqfs and in the 
case of AbulPata v. Mussomay l)hur Ciiaudhury the Privy Council' went out 
of their way to impose their own views regarding what a j)ublic charitable 
trust should be, in Muslim law. The Muslini community suffered long as 
n result of that judgment. There was a good deal of agitation, yet it was 
only in 1918, years after the judgment had been passed, that Mr. Jinnah 
succeeded in having his Wakf Validating Act passed through the f)ld Impe- 
rial Ijegislativo CouiKdl, and that also in the teeth of opposition. It v\as 
subsequently found that that Bill had to a certain extent defeated its own 
object because it was held that it had no retrospective effect, and it was 
only in 1929 that a Wakf Validating Bill was introflueed by my Honour- 
able friend Mr. A. 11. (llm/navi and it took a year or two years to 
pas.sed in this Assembly. 

My Honourabh* friend the Law Member himself carefully went through 
the clauses when the Bill was before llu^ Select Committee, balanced the 
pros and eons, the advantages and disadvantages of giving retrospective 
effect. Now, why all this indecent hast ? We have been deprived, by the 
method of having this Bill i)assed by the Council of State, of having the 
public opinion elicited on it, and if to-day yon rush through this Bill the 
public will not get the Ixmefit at all of expressing its views on this 
measure. After all. whai ai*e you going tr> do? As a matter of fact, 
I consider this Bill to la* higlil\ reprehensibh* because in the interests of 
vertain individuals you an* introdia-ing this l^ill. Wherein lit*s the hard- 
ship? Then* is no hardship at all. Every day the courts of law* dismiss 
cases on soiru* legal point or other, and if suits an* liable to be dismissed 
it w*ill give a sort of opportunity to the litigants to setle the cases out of 
court. The Privy Coun(*iI says and rightly says that special sanction 
must he given in each case and you want by tin’s legislation to undo 
what tlie Privy CouiK'il wants to he done. The C^>llector may liave been 
busy wuth tile un-rent campaign in the United Provinces; In* has not had 
time at all to go thniugli the papers, or he may be very iuisy witli the ter- 
rorist mov(*ment in Bengal roinid about Tarakeshwar and so mi. And he 
has only to give formal sanction, f see in this Uous(» the vision of an 
ex-Collcetor wlthi^i whose jurisdiction the Tarakeshw’ar temple is situated. 
He may Imvt' probably given his sanction, and tlu* sanction stands ton 
>ears ago or many years ago — given for ]>oIitieal reasons it may be, in 
'>rder to def(*at the Swarajist machinations to loot the temple ami till their 
eoffors wu’th tilt* spoils to carry on the gnat cam])aign of Swaraj and 
frr(*dom. What r(*asons actuati'd iiini w’o do not know'. Anv wav. you 
seek to keep that sanction alive. T wisli the Honourable, the ^fover of 
this motion liad at least placed Ix'foro ns the Privy (\nincil jndement and 
givi'u ns th(* reason whv the Privv Coun(»il judges niach' a distinction 
(In, .\dvncat(’ (General and the Collector. Honourable Mem- 

“He cited a cast*.”) He did not give the reasons. Very well. Sir. 
are my reasons hu’ moving my motion. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilaf; Sarda (Aimer-’NTerw.ara : Ci(*neral) : 1 rise to 
^import the motion of inv Homniraldo friend Sir Lancelot Graham . The 
’"‘hieet .of the Bill is siinplv. this. Up to this time Government used to 
appoint the Collectors of districts to excrcis** the powers of the Advocate 

c 2 
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General b.y ‘general order, and whenever any suit was filed in which the per- 
mission of tJie Advocate General was reqniri'd, the Collector used to give 
pemiission. 'fhe Privy C.ouncil have now said tliat in every case that the 
Advocate (ieneraPs consent is necessary, the Government should invest 
the Collei'tor with the power of the Advociite General to give siudi permis- 
sion. We are not coiiceriK'd in this Bill with the prinei]>les on wliich the 
Collector gives permission, 'riie only question is whether tlu* Collector 
should be appointed to give permission in each suit, or whetlier lie cau he 
given a general jiower to do so by the Govtaannenl. No principle of law 
and no important issue is involved in this Bill. Whetluu' a Collector is 
empowennl in each case to give his consent or whether lu* is em])o\ver.i(l 
generally to give his <*onseiU to these suits, makes ahsohitelv no differ- 
ence so far as tlie principles on which the Collector exercise's his indgnc'ut 
to give his coiist'iit for thi* institution of a suit art' concerned. And that is 
the realK important point. Owing to a certiiin decision of tlie IVivv 
Council, (‘crtain suits have been invalidated, not hecause there was an\ 
question of law involved, but becau.se any law was broken. That being 
, so, it is inflicting unnecessary hardship on people if you invalidate their 
suits and plat'O them in a ])osition to have nndergoni' all tliat I'xpense for 
nothing and institntt' fresh suits. 1 have carefully (‘onsidort'd the matter 
and T do not see that there is any real objection or an\ matter of con- 
troversv with regard to the eonsideration of this Bill. I ihorcfon* support 
it. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Xon-Muhammadau) : I rise to support 
the motkui moved by uiy Honourable friend Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy. i 
think that this is a piece of legislation which, had the (iov(*rnment nioved 
at an earlier- .stage of tlie session, tliis House would have seen lo it iliat 
it was circulated for public <»pinion. So, the Gr>verniiumt passed it fhn>iJg(i 
the Council of State and tht'U tlicy brought it here. ’This Bill 1 c*onsider 
is .u complete eneroaehmeut on th(* constitutional right of this Housi*. ft 
my Honourable friend Sir Laneekd Grah.am wantfjd this Bill to be i\isse»l 
so hastilv, f understand tliat he drafted 11 (»r 12 Ordin.iuees, ;md w h.\ did 
he not drift an Onlinanee to i?i validate all the judgments of the Judges 
in Bengal and why should he follow this proei-dureV Jliat would have 
been quite fair. Why should tlu*v ask us to condone tlu* , action of tli(‘ 
Local Government of Bengal and may he of other Loe.al (iovi'inmi'ids. ami 
also to condone tin* action of the <Aflvocnte General of Bengal ;ind tliosi ' 
of other provinces, who an* the legal advisers to Govi'innu'iit ? Whv di<l 
they not point out to the Local Gov('rnnicnts the mistakes that arc taking 
place? \Vh(*never we ask a short notice question aliout anything, tlie case 
is suh jttrlicr, and this House should not interfere with the course of law. 
To-day we are asked to give retrospective effect jmd invalidate the judg- 
ments given by certain judges during the last six months. Why should wr 
do that? Mv Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham knows that we have 
no respect for tlie system of British administration 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhammadan 
BurnB: Have you respect for the administration of temple grants hv 
ShrhaifH? 

Mr. B. Das: T iim not rf»nf!crnf-d with the moritK of the msp: f ain 
oonpcmpd with the oonstitiitionnl nsneet that is involved in tigs 
There are eminf-nt law\'ers on both sides, and T hope that iny esteemed 
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and learned friend Sir Abdur Ptahiin will rise and expound the law that is 
involved in this Bill. We have still a little respect left for British justice, i 

g understand from my friend Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy that the 

Bcnj^al Government liav(». been corninitting errors for yejirs and 
years and you now come up before thci Legislature asking them to regularise 
the action of tlu* Bengal Gf)Vf*riunent and other Governments in eonncM*- 
tion with pending cases. You wain to go back and annul the judgments 
of the last six months. That is an eiufroachnient on the liberty of the 
judiciary and on the liberty of ihi) House and this House should not be a 
party to it. It would ask respectfully my friend Sir Lancelot Graham to 
withdraw this Bill and draw up an Ordinance, as he has drafted sf) many 
■Ordinaiuies. On tliis ground f whole-heartedly support the motion of 
postponement of consideration till the September Session. In the mean- 
while if an Ordinance is passed, wc will take no responsibility. Bet them 
come np in September and the Hnns«* will be full then and the Bill can be 
discussed in all its aspects. 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas ((\deutta; Xou-Aluhammadan rrbaii): I am nut at 
all sur])riseil lo find m\ ILjnourable friend Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy speak 
in the milliner he did. It is quite a lung time since my friend bade his 
linal good-bye to the High (’ourt. If my friend had only taken the 
trouble, to go througli (ho Privy Council judgment and the provisions of 
ihis Bill, he would not have felt so shocked at all. I venture to submit 
that it is not at all a (aaitrovt'rsial uu^asure. and 1 sliall satisfy the House 
that it ’s not so. ft is a very simple and harmless measure, nevertheless 
very necessary . Whal. is the iiosition which has been created by the 
dc’cisioii of the lb-ivy Council V Sections 91 and 92 of the Code, of Civil 
Proi*(?durc refer to tyvo classes of suits, suits relating to public nuisances 
and suits relating to public charitable trusts. Such suits may be brought 
either by the Advocate General liiinself in the Presidency towns, acting 
on behalf of the ])ublic or by tyvo or more persons with the. consent of the 
.\dvo(*ate General. That i< tlie ]>rovision. 11ie whole idea is that these 
suits being suits iiislitnted in tiie public interest require very careful consi- 
dcn-atioii i)efnre they art' I.iuiicIuhI, and that is why the consent of the 
Advocate General is recpiiivd. Section 93 of the (’ode then goes on to 
]»rovide for >u(*li suits nutsido the Presidency towns, that is, suits in the 
Miot'fnsil. 1’he .Vdvocute Giiural is not functioning there, hui tliat is no 
iviiMiu yvhy pt uple residing in tlu* moffusil sliould be de})rived of this 
o ined.y. Scidinn 93 .u-cordingU provides that outside tlu* limits, of the 
I’igiiial jurisdici ion «m’ the High ('ourN, the (A)llector or some other 
'■})et‘ial nlVie(*r whom the Goveruiiieut may a])po:nt in this behalf may 
t\(‘rcise llie powers yvliitdi ma\ lie exereisod in Presidency towns by the 
^Vlvocab* Geui*ral. That .section mrtlier goes on to la\ down that, before 
(iJolleetor or the special olVicer who may Iv appointed in this behalf 
may exercise such powers, thr ("’olleetor or such special otbeer must have 
‘lie previous sanction of ilie Bocal Govenimeiit. As my Honourable 
Woud Diwan Bahadur ITarhilas Sarda very clearly pointed out, this 
previous suiu'iiuu of tlio T,ocal Government 1 -=: iHupiired. not as tt-* whether 
‘lie suit should he brought, hut nu'rely as to whether the Collector or 
lather otlicer should (^xenasi', the powers of the Advocate General. That 
all. That previous SHiuctiou is not given upon a consideration of the 
^J^eta pf any particular case. The duty of examining the facts of any 
particular case is cast upon the Collector or the special oflRcer. Govem- 
*^ent merely gives sanction to the Collector or the other officer to exer- 
the powers of the Advocate General. I shall place before you the 
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terms of a notifieatiou under this section which was published by the 
Government, of Bengal, and I believe that notifications in similar terms 
have been published in other provinces also. This notification purports 
to authorise the (’olloctor and other ofhcers to act under this section. It 
reads : 

‘‘In exercise o£ the power conferred by i»ectioii 93 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
1908, the Governor in Council is pleased hereby to sanction the exercise of the power? 
conferred by sections 91 and 92 of that Code uix)n the Advocate General by tile 
Collectors and Deputy Coininissioncr.^ in the Presidency Division, excluding the town 
of Calcutta, Burdivan Division and the district of Darjeeling within the limits nr 
their respective districts.” 

The vii'W wliitdi had all along boon bold was tiuit a notification in such 
general tonus was sutlioiont to oonvox the sanction required by section 
c*8. lA)rtlio first tinu* last \oar their Lordships of the Judi(*ial (/ommiltee, 
upon ail taijeotkjii raisetl fur the iirst time hi tlio Privy Council, wen*, 
howovor, pleased to liold tliat this previous sanction of fin* Local Goverii- 
uient niiKt Ih‘ obtained spi'citioally in respect of ovt^rv iiulixidual suii, aral 
a suit instituted uiult'r the authority of a notilieation in sueli general 
terms nins: eonseqncnliy fail on that ti*elini(*al ground. That is the 
})ositi(,ai. riu* obj(*et of this Bill is not to nn<lo the J’rivv Council, not to 
reverse llie judgment of tiudr Lordships so far as tlie future is eoiieerned. 
So far as suits wliieh ma\ be instituted hereafti r are eoncerned, the into*- 
pretation whioli has been adopted by the Priv\ Council will stand. Hiu 
it so happens that if sonietliing is not doiu* to save j»i'nd;ng suits, the 
result will be that plaintiffs, wlio have brought such suits through ik- 
fault of tlioir own, will In* put to eonsidt'rabh* liardship. And who are 
the plaintiffs in such cases? Not p(‘rsf)ns wlio hav(‘ an^ tiling tt> gain, hnt 
very iiiuoh to lose indeed, if they fail — p(*!sons wlio act from a stnise of 
public dnt * . All tlu*se suits are now ilireatmied witli dismissal, if the new 
procedure now held by the Privy Council as noeessary is apjiliod. Tlu* 
question is whether or not we hero, acting as representatives of the 
public, will sttind liy those wlio from a sheer sense of public duty have 
thus come forward to protect and rescue the public tuidowmcnts? 

Mr. B. Das: Do not the lawxers charge fi*es tor these cases? 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Tin*, lawytu's mifortunalely (rhargi* fees tor these 
cases, and they have got to be paid by tliese peojile, wlio are. however, not 
deterred by that consideration from coming forward as plaintiffs. Tf 
they lose, tliey have got to pay the costs. On tlic otlu'r hand, if 
.dlow the<e suits to be dismissed on this t(*chnical ground, who are tlu- 
people who thrive as a (jraisequeiHa*? Those wlio have bet*!! clnirged with 
maladministration and inistufinagenient of these ])nl)li(*. funds, and 
sf)inc fases a)sr» fr>und gu’Ity by the judgment fif at least one couipctcn • 
(’oiirt. 

Sir, I am not asliained of declaring for the information of niy Honoia’' 
aide friend that it was my privilege, after [ road this judgment of 
Privy Council, to invito ihe immediate attention of Government to the 
serious slluatioii created by that decision in respect of pending suits. 

I went further T aKo gave notice of a private Bill. Unfortunately tie 
time was so short that a jirivate Bill would liave had no chance of 
through in this session. Therefore, Sir, T suggested that an official 
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be iiitrodiietd, and I jjeknowlodge with gratitude that (iovernment 
}iave (iorne forward with such readhiess in rc.*sponsL* to what 1 believe is a 
public demand. (Hofir, luair.) Th.; reason why a Bill was moved in the 
(youncil of Stale was I hat th(*re was no time to bring it forward hi le. It 
is ver\ important that this Bill must be passed in this session, and 1 will 
explain wh,\ . In most of thes(i [)ending suits there have been receivers 
appoi»ited, — recaaveas who hav(‘ taken charge of th(‘so trust prox)eriii.‘s ; 
the receivers have h(‘en making (rolli'Ct ions, they liave large funds in their 
hands, and those who are defendants in these suits — the managers of these 
eiidownu'uts — naturally do not like that the nianagement should have 
been taken away from them and place.d in other luinds. \ow many of 
these >uits liavi been pending in aj»p(!al courts, hut the receivers cmitiiiuo 
ail ifu* saTue. 1 know rine pariiciiJar suit in which the receiver has about 
a lakhs of rnpi‘e>i in his hands. Siipposi we allow this Bill to stand over. 
\\'hal is the <*<)use(juene(‘ V 'llu* mover lias naid out from a s])eef'h made 
|.\ an Honourable Member in thi‘ other i louse from which I gather that 
till IHrli April is tiu‘ da\ fixed i>y the High (.’oiirt for the* hearing of an 
application in connection with a pending appijal in such a case in the 
Calcntta High (’onrt. 'that application is tliat In reason of this Privy 
ronneil jnd.gmiMit. tiiat suit should be struck out. If tJiis Jlill is not 
passiM, that application is surii tci succeed, becamse the judgment of the 
IVivv ('iHincil, unless it is reversed or modified hy the Indian Legislature, 
is binding nj)nn all eoiirts, and th(‘ High (’ourt must therefore give effect 
tiien'to and dismi'^s the suit. The result of sucli a dismissal will be 
that the reei'ivei’ will stand disrharged. 'riieu all ti.e.se d lakhs of rupees 
which tlu‘ receiver has got in his bauds will disappear into the pockets 
e! eertain people. My friend over there, says, “Wait till September, allow 
file liill lo be postponed till the Septenih(*r Session, and the Bill j)rovides 
that uilhhi six inonllis you can take steps to revive the suit”. Suppose 
file suit Is revived within six months a^ei September then this money 
which in the meantime will lure disappeared will novta* he found again; 
and not merel\ that, during the intervening months, more funds will have 
hi'en collecti'd, and mon* funds will have found their wav into pockets 
whiTi- tlu'V should nevi'r go. It is because (Invernmciit are so anxious 
to aviirt. such a result, such a public calamity, I should say, in respect of 
pnhiic trus.(s and idiaritics, that they have brought forward this Bill, and 
fhe\ desorve all the thanks of this Ilousi'. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir. m\ friend ina'd not he apprehensive. I am neither a wolf nor a 
sheep. Xolhing of the kind. On the other hand, mv friend has tried, 
with all the dexterity which anyone who has been detached for n long time 
from courts can c*ommaiid, to draw a veiy lurid pictun' of the controversial 
character of this Bill. He has, for instance, read out j^etion 92. Now 
what has that got to do with this Bill, Heaven alone knows. We are 
coiKjcrned only with tlu' question whether pending suits should be allowed 
fo be hit because the Privy Council have now held that the sanction 
required under section Oil must he given specially for each suit, and not in 
general terms. Afy frioiul, Mr. B. Das, raises a controversial iss*ue. What 
18 that big issue, T for the life of me have been unable to comprehend. I 
fWnk he says* that this House was not given the opportunity to consider 
the Bill in the initial stage; in other words, that this House has beien 
deprived of the opportimity of delaying its passage more and morel As 
the Bill was moved in the Council of State, a motion for circMilation would 
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of course uot be accepted here. If the Bill had come before this House 
first, my friend would probably have had the chance to move such a 
dilatory motion. That cannot be done now. Sir, I reallj^ do not see why 
we should be anxious to adopt any such tactics here, that can only produce 
one impression on the public mind — the impression that we are interested 
in stitliiig suits which have it for their object the purification of these 
public trusts. 

Sir Abdur Bahixn (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muliaimiiadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, this iiieasmre involves an extremely serious constitutional 
issue. IMy learned friend, Mr. Biswas, asked what that constitutional 
iss-ue was. T will tell the House in very few words what that issue is. 
The Privy Council have decided a certain appeal on the question whether 
Ihe sanction granted in a suit under section 03 of the Civil Procedure Code 
was valid or not. It has^decided that according to the correct interpreta- 
tion ot the law, that suit had not the sanction that the law requiied. 1 
do not think that it is the position of the Government that the decision of 
the Privy Council is wrong. I understand that that is not the position of 
the Government, and I shall proceed on that basis. 1 shall proceed on 
the basis, therefore, that the decision of the Privy Council on the question 
of law involved was cjorrect. If that interpretation of the law was correct, 
then all suits that have been filed hitherto on the wrong interpretation of 
the law have to be dismissed; and it is a matter of everyday occurrence 
in court* that suits that are filed without having conformed to the require- 
ments of law in certain respects ai-e liable to he dismissed, and many a 
suit is dismissed every day on that ground as the Honourable the Law 
Member and other lawyers in this House know very well. Now, then,* 
what is this Legislature asked to do? What arc we asked to do? Not to 
say that the decision of the Privy Council is wrong. We cannot say that. 
\Vc aiv asked to say tijat tliat decision, thal fhat interpretation of the law 
must not be applied to the suits which have already been filed contrary to 
that interpretation of the law. Does it not really come to the same 
thing. — that you are validating suits which according to the correct intcr- 
]jretation of the law were not validly filed, that is to say, in filing it <he 
provisions of the law liad not been complied with. Is that the function 
of the Legislature? The function of the Legislatun! is to pass a law ami 
to leave entirely to the ('ourts the interpretation of that law and the appli- 
cation of that law to pariieiilar eases. If tliis Legislatiin* were to interfere 
becau.se in the opinion of ihe Ooverinnent or of ce rtain Afemhers of 
House a ccrlaiii interpret at ion .>f ihe law is wrong oi- slioiild not he onforci'fl. 
whert* is the matter to end? We. sho\ild he usur|)iug the. functions of the 
court'*, wliich I su])mii, with all respect to the TTouse. this House Ims not 
got the rnaf'hinerv and is not in a position to perform. It is a function 
which can ho perfonn(?d properly only hy tlie courts and by the courts alone. 
As a matter of fact in cases whicli are disposed of on what arc coiled 
technical interpnitations of the law, hardship is caused to litigants. Th**' 
happen.^ every day. But T have never hoard that that is any gi’ound for 
corning forward with a Bill, with a h»gislativo measure, in order to r(‘lierc 
those litigants, because, owing to the wrong advice given by their lnwyew» 
they lost their suits. If the decisaon of the Privy Council is right ]in this 
case — and I maintain It is right — and as they point out this decision o 
theirs follows an earlier decision, then in that case what we are asked to 
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do is to say that the litigants who succeeded in the lower or appellate 
courts should be deprived of their success by a measure passed by this 
House. position wliieli 1 taKc it the (jovernineut will not dispute is 

this; that- lliis Legislative Assenil)l\ has ncilhing whatever to do with the 
inter[)retfitiG!i of the law. If this Assembly finds that a certain law as 
authoritatively intcirpreted hy the courts is not in the interests of the public 
thou it cjiu change the law. That is a perfectly legitimate function of the 
legislature hut to go further and give it retrospective effect in the manner 
pro})osed hy this Tlill is undoubtedly wrong and it is a very serious matter 
which T submit the (rovt^rnment ought to take into consideration. 

Having regard to the procedure that has he^n adopted in this case, the 
F'ill was not eirciilated and cannot be circulated now for eliciting public 
opinion. In all ca^'s which are instituted in the courts, there are two 
parties and surely it is not right on. the pari of (jovcriiment because certain 
|)artieH have lost in the courts or are likely to lose to come forward and 
support them hen} and got the Bill passed in order to enable them to 
succeed. This is a very serious as])eet of the position that has been 
created. T do not know whether the Honourable the Law Member has< got 
any precedents for a Bill of this nature. The Waqf Bill which has been 
citt'd by an Honourable ]\reiiiher of this House really has no bearing on 
this ea^e. Thi‘ Wncjl' N'alid iting IhH purportt'fl to validate' certain aers of 
parties, ciM-tain act^ which they are allowed to do, not suits. That is a 
very didVn'iit altogether. Th»‘ Waqf Validating Aet, 1 think, 

enacts that wa<]fs that had boon ereatod by parties before the passing of 
the Waqf A<*t ndating to waqfs in favour of the waqfs’ descendants, that 
in thof-i^ eases, tin* wa<tf should la* held to he valid, but the legislature was 
(tareful and rightly carefid to se(' that any rights acquired by other parties 
ill tin* profierty in tlic na'antime would not he affeeted. Here, we should 
not ho advaiK'ing any sneh cases. Here suits have been tiled, some parties 
‘!!ive lost. iMa\ l)e on a trehnica! < »h jec'tion, that is say, ))un‘lv legal objoc 
tion but why should we interfere in their favour? Tf we do that, I should 
like to know wliere W(* are to end. We should be turning this Legislative 
.\ssomhly into another court, a co\irt which is to sit in judgment even on 
the Privy ("ouneil. Snn'Iy, the TL)nourahle the Law Member will not con- 
t'Oiid tliat and I am sure lu' will n<»t conntenan<*e th»' position which leads 
to that efYcct. 

T should liki' tin* (lovernnu'ut to reconsider its position so far as this 
Hill is conc(‘rncd ami at lea?-1 postpone its consideration to the September 
Session. 'Diat is the leh'^t thev can do. Then' max !)(' some cases which 
may he advi*rs(dy affeeded, sonit* ('aus^es may bi‘ lost, a ]'Osition which can- 
|iot h(‘ helped. We knew the courts sometimes do take a wrong view of 
tu'. . senK'iinies the l*ri\\ I'oiiii'.'il it p.ei-i^ssai'v . ih.ough in a 

f^oinowliat disguised fonn. to amend its own pervious interpretation of law, 
hnt that in a matter which cannot he helped. It is a matter of everyday 
occurrence. The position wliieli (uwomment ought to take up is that at 
least they should not hurry with this Bill hut consult the High Courts, 
consult the TiOcal (lovernments and consult public opinion before they 
proceed any fiirtlier witli fliin nu'asnre. As T'liave said there are always 
parties to a litigation, tlie one party has lost and the other has won. 
We ought not to interfere because we think the party w’hich won ought 
^ot to* have won. This is a serious matter which Government ought to 
insider and we ouglit not to set a precedent of this nature, because once 
you do it, you really do not know what cases will not be brought up here. 
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Parties losing their case in courts will bring a Bill of this nature and that 
would be an intolerable portion. I hope again that the Government will 
reconsider its position. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) : 1 have listened 
to rny Honourable friend Sir Abdur Bahim with great interest, and if I 
agree with him in any respect, it is on one point only, nainel> , that this 
is a serious matter. I will go further and say that this is a. verv nrgcait 
matter and not merely serious. As regards the other points, I am sorry 
I find myg^elf in disagreement with him. He has treated suits on public 
charities as if they are suits between two private individuals. My Honour- 
able friend Sir Abdur Bahim knows, probably better than anybody el&e in 
this House, that the Crown is the protector of public charities and suits 
between two private^ individuals are of an entirely different nature from 
suits relating t«> a ])iiblie charity. Therefori' wiien my .Honourable friend 
»aid .... 

Sir Aljilur BaJiim : \\’li\ do<^‘s not tlie advocate General or some other 
Government r)tlieial institute such a suit? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: M\ Honourable Irieiid said tliat 
Governini'iit by bringing in this Bill was helping one of the parties to 
succeed, tliat it was< helping the plaintiffs to sn(*ceed. I do not admit that 
we are helping anybody to succeed. We are only giving the plaintiffs a 
chance to succeed and if tlie plaintiffs do succeed then public charities are 
rescued from fraudident trustees. This* is the effect of plaintiffs succeeding 
in suits under section 92. No Govemmcait should be ashamed of protect- 
ing public charities against fradulent trustees, but T tlisclaim the imputa- 
tion that we are helj)ing any of the parties to succeed in the sense of 
helping any private interest. We are merely helping the plaintiffs in 
restoring to them the (diaiu'e of whieh they lmv(.‘ been deprived by the 
Privv Council judgment for no fault of their own. That is all that we are 
doing. 


Sir, as regards the genesis of the Bill my friend Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy 
seemed to bo somewhat nervous. In order that there may bo no mis- 
apprehension 1 will tell this House exactly what tln^ geni'sif^ of the Bill 
was. 

Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy: I did not say so. It was the Secretary of the 
Honourable tb(‘ Law Mtaiiber, Sir Lancelot Graham, who said that, the 
be getters of the Bill sit on Hit* Opposition Benches. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I will tell the House quite frankly 
the genesis of this Bill. As soon as the Privy (V>iincil judgment was* 
published, T received a large* number of telegrams, letters and represen 
tionh^ from various j)arts of The. country pointing out that by reason of i* 
judgment hundreds of suitn stood liable to be dismissed. What wftp 
to be done? Wlan I was considering this matter a private Bill was sen 
by my friend Mr. Biswas and he wanted to introduce the Bill in i 
Houfie. I considered that Bill also. I found that it required 
sion in the drafting and I also found that if a private Bill we*.*e introduc 
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. there was no time for the Bill going through the Legislature this session. . 
And therefore I thought that in the interest of the general public, — ^not in 
the interest of this litigant or that litigant, — but in the interest of the 
general public and, in the interest of public charities of which the Crown 
was the protector, a measure like this* was necessary, to save pending suits 
from dismissal wliicli was inevitaUh^ Tlierefore I introduced a Government 
Bill. For the sake of convenience 1 introduced it in the Council of State 
instead of bringing it up herci in the first instance. That, Sir, is the genesis 
of the Bill. There is no secrecy about it; a large number of representa- 
tions came to mo and a Member, nn elected Member, did send in a Bill. 
But T took it upon myself liocause T was convinced of the urgency of the 
matter. 

Mr, B. Das: Why don't uai pu'.tponc it till Septennher V 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I t('ll >(^11 wb>. Then all 
tile misehiuf uill luivt* bi*rn dom*. One instance lias been givm by my 
friend Mr. Biswas. All lawyer Members of this House know that when- 
rver a suit (»f this land is instituted, i.’ is nnmediatedy followed up by 
Mil a])pli<*.ili(Mi For a reeei\<‘*‘ and acts of maladminisi rati< ;n by fraudulent 
tnist(‘es arr allt*g(‘d. 'riie\ arc investigated and if tiu* court is satisfied 
fliat a ftruiKt fm'ir ease has Iummi madi* out a receiver is anp< linti't] as a 
matter of e(»urse. As soon as tin* receiver is appointed, la* lakes charge 
of all the assets of tile ebaritablr foundation. He rot only takes charge 
of th(' assets. I)nl lu* (*<)!l(‘ets current inemne. Tin* r(‘sult is that tin* 
alleged fraudulent trustee* is out of it for the time being. Xow. if this 
measure is not pas^ed in this session wliat will happen is this; applica- 
tions will b<‘ made in eveu’y ])(‘nding suit by the (b‘fe‘ndaut that by reason 
of the Priv\ Gouneil di*eisi«m. -tlu‘\ will take no account of a Bill being 
pending in tla^ Legislat urt*. — tb<‘ suit is liable to be ilisiol.-sed. Tlie 
coiirls will have no option but t<» di.smiss these suits; all tin* receivers 
will be //)«() /arb) discliarged and all the monies which are in the hands 
of tlie reeeivers will bavi- t(» In* made over to tlu* fraudulent trustees. 
That will be the efl’ect (»f postjuuiing tlie Bill and that is prei*isel\ the 
mischief wbi(*b ue want to prevent. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: W’liv do v<»u call them fmdnlent wbfu notliiiur 
lias beeii provial? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Sir Abdur Bahim has been a 
'bldg,, for man\ years and Ik' will boar iiu* out wlieii 1 sav tiiat no 
receiver is apfiointed mili*ss a /»r/a/a favic case is made out ; and in these 
cases of public (*barity the priwa htrlr ease which has to b.' in;i<k- out is 
that tiu' trustee has been cuiltv of fraud or breaela'S of trust. That 
joeing so. wlii'nevm* you lind in tliese cases a Vi'ceiver a])pouUed. there 
.a priwn farir cast* of fraud or brea(*hes of trust which li.as been madt* 
^Bt to the satisfacti(»n of the C(mrf. And. it is in order to ]'revcnt monies 
'vhich are now in the hands o\' receivers falling into the hands of 
fraudulent trustees that it is urgently necessary that no time should be 
l^t in, passing this measure 

^ So, my first point is thir^. Sir Abdur Balnm is under a inisapprehen- 
ston when he thinks tliat suits nudev section 02 are like ordinary suits 
>etwoen .two private individuals. These are s\nts of a different nature 
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in which Mie Crown Ims a- vital interest as the protector of public charities. 
Secondly, the urgency of the measure is to prevent monies belonging to 
public endowments and public charities being frittered away by people 
against whom serious alJegations liave been made; because, without 
-serious allegations no suit is maintainable under section 

Sir Abdur liahim's next point is that by entertaining this measure 
the -Legislaturi* is usurping the functions of the court. Sir, 1 submit 
it is doing nothing of the sort. The Ijcgislaturc is not called upon lo 
pronounce upon the merits of any suit. It is concerned only witli a matior 
of procedure, a ])roce(lure of \\!iich Government and all the courts in this 
country had taken oiU' particular view for the. last lialf cenliiry or more. 
That view of the procedure is now declared by the J'rivy Council to bo 
wrong. For no fault of anybody but for simply following a procedure, 
which was honestly believed to bv the (forrcct procediu't' and wliicb all 
the courts in this country had pronounc('d to he the corn‘ct procedure, 
numerous pending suits are threatened witli dismissal. If the Legislature, 
in conditions like this and without going into the merits of any case, 
gives relief to this large body of plaintiffs, that is not usurpiiig the functions 
Oi the court. 1'hc primary function of tin* court is to adjudicate upon 
the merits. 

Sir Abdui Rahini: Not on (pu^stions of procedurf'? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: r said the primaty function 
of the court is to adjudicate upon the merits. T]u‘ preliminary function 
is to see that the correct procedure is followed. If th(‘ Privy Council 
judgment had not been made, all the courts would Imve said that iti 
these eas(‘s the correct [)rocedure liad boon followed : We are. now 
confronted with tlie Privy (\)uneil judgment winch lias iiilcrvcned. What 
W’e had considered to be the correct procedure m)\v Itirns out to be tla' 
wrong procedure. Tri tliose ciniurnstanecs it is. I subinit, the dutv of 
the Legislature to come to the rescue of the aggrieved people, who for 
no fault of their own and after having >prjii money and lime for tlic 
sake of protecting public charities, now fmd tiu-mselvi's IbrealciuMl w'itli 
dismissal of their suits. 'Fbat b<‘ing so. it is pcculiarK tin fuuclion of 
the Legislature to stej) in and give^ relief to these plaintiffs. That is not 
usurping the function of the eonrfs. Wr an' giving relief against llic 
consequences of tin* Tha’vy C!onncil deci'^ion oulv in tia- uimding cast's. 

These arc all tlie points which have been ma«!c. 1 snl)mil ilia?- tiu.s is 
not merely a serious Trjatt(a’, — hundivfis (,f suits are pe nding all over tlic 
country, — hiif it is an urgent rnati<n\ If this mea,sure. wliieli we consider 
to be a btaudieent and necessarv nuaisnn‘, is to h(‘ ciTtadivt* al all. it 
ought to hf‘ passed hv this Legislature and toda\ if possible. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer flioliilkimd .arul Kumaon Divisions: Non-Muliam- 
madan Piural): Sir, the Honourable the Law ^^embcr and the Honourable 
the Lender of the Independent Party, wVk) are certainly two old legal 
luminaries in this House, have presented to this House both sides of 
the shield asking the laymen to judge for themselves. Sir, 

Members force of reasoning, I must admit, lias dimmed Sir Abdur 
Pahim's lustre of eloquence. Coming to the argument of niy friend, 
Mr. B. Das, I must certainly say that Mr. Das very rightly stood for 
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the supremacy of this House over ihe Council of State, and my friend, 
the Honourable Sir Lancelot Graham, by bringing down this Bill from 
the Upper House to the Lower t louse lias acknowledged that supremacy. 

As that Up])(U’ Hohse^ exists and the law permits that a measure could 
be brouglit down from Die Upper House lo the Jjower House to give 
the final shunp of approval, I <lo not think anv thing unconstitutional has- 
been attcmipted or illegal perp(*traU‘d. So far as procrastination of ibis 
j)articnlar Bill is coiuferned, ([uickness of d(!cisior! has always been con- 
sidered to be a virtue of the legislators, wlictlier in this country or in 
any otliei* co\intrv ; arid thr very fact that this matter has beiai discussed in 
the Council of State — and the discussion in lire Council of State was not 
conducted in ranivrn — ought to lx* suHicicmt justification ha* ])roceeding 
with the Bill, now that the jnattrr has been ladore the piilrlic for a 
sid^ieiently long tinu* for the Monilrers of the House to form an (»pinion 
for th(‘ms('lv(‘s. | am U()t an advoeat(‘ for absentee lawyers on this side 
ot the Hoilse. Alemlx'rs of the Legisl.at nri*, if tlaw are not siithciently 
interested in rnattias coming before the Lcgislalui'e and are tlierefore- 
absent, aiv* n^sponsihle for their ahsiaua* and those who an* pn*sent cannot 
ahdTeate tlun'r duly. I need nnt emphasise the m‘gency of the matter 

lucidly and clearly put by the Honourable the Law Member. All that 
I nt^ed say is that my pai*t\ ieavt*s if an ()])en cpiesticjn. wliih* lawyers 
on my side who are prescait- an* on the side* of the TTononrahle the liaw 
Memlrer. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Division : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, T was rather surprised at the speech delivered by my 
TTonoiinrhli* friend. Mr. Ranga Her. T tlionght he would always fight for 
the true interests of the Assembly and for justice. But recently he has 
put on a new inantlc* find he opposes anything sensible, reasonable, or any- 
fliing which emanates from the party to which he does not belong. I 
v'^all v do not kiK»w. .... 

Mr. President: Will tla* TToi.onrable Member speak to the motion? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad; I am jnsi coming to the motion. One thing I 
!<) not understand very clearly is this; here was a private Bill of a certain 
individual and the f.aw Member took it upon himself to make it a Govem- 
nient Bill; lu* did not stop there; he went further and instead of present- 
ing the Bill before this House lie wont first to the Council of State and 
in-ought it down hero from fliat place. I think this reverse process really 
showed the weakness of (lu* case, heeanse had ho really eonsiclored it .a 
strong ease he would have come io the Legislative Assembly first. I am 
iny.self not a l.MWver; i)nt the wav in wdtieh this Bill has been piloted, first 
-s a T>rivate Bill, then made into a Government Bill and then taken 
!='(riiiglit to the Council of St ate. whore any Bill can be carried with certainty, 
J'liows the w'eaknt'ss of the wlade ease. Tliorc is one thing w’hich is certain; 
nncl that is that any Bill which is brought before the Council of State is 

certain to be carried as two and two make four. In the case of the 
Assembly now. on account of the change of attitude which the Leader 

file Opposititm h;is adoph'd. T say the Government are now mnthe- 
^unticallv sure to carr\ am Thil in the Assembly, hut till recently the Gov- 
ernment wore not sure of this position. It w*as cleaidv pointed out bv the 
Leaden of the Independent Party that the Government ought not really' 
to interfere in a mntier like <his. It is realK the funetion of the eourt ; 
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and if we begin to legislate in this manner, it may be for the interests of 
individuals or of a particular party, I think we do not know where we 
will land ourselves. The Honourable the Law Member eame out as a eharn- 
pion of endowments. .1 wish he would support and present a Bill about 
endowments in general and take ])Ossession of all endowments in the 
eountrv 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I wish 1 could. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, we have examples of other countries which 
have taken direct cliarge of all the endowments, they are administered by 
the State departments. If he is really a groat ehainpioii of the endowments 
and 1 am sure that he is, he will certainly bring forward a Bill and if he 
does so T van understand his position and I promise full support. He will 
certainly he able to carry it in the House. But to interfere in the 
administration of tnisis simply under the excuse that he has brought for- 
ward shows the weakness of the method he lias adopted and that his whole 
ease is very weak. *. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: 8ir, 1 am really surprised to see that there has 
■been so iiiucli opposition to this innocent iiiJl. It is well Juiowii tliai 
trustees of Hindu temples have turned tlujiiiselves into absolute owneif, 
and have been doing anything they like with tlie trust proiaaly; and as tin* 
British Government Jiave been rather indifferent to these things, these 
persons have been left to enjoy the property as if it was their f)wii. I’hc 
Civil Procedure Code makes provision for calling these Hlicbaits or trustees 
before the court and asking them^ to show that they have been adminis- 
tering the trust properly. But tlie procedure laid down has been a vorv 
difficult one and a very expensive one, and \inless in very urgent eases, or 
unless the property is very big, nobody generally thinks of instituting a 
suit. But tho gravity of the situation is shown by the fact that, in spite 
of these iliilicultios, so many cases have been ])(mding befon'- tin*- courts 
all over ilie couTitry ; and it is quite iua*essar\ in Ibc interests of justice that 
.these cases should continue to go on, and the wrongful ]>ers()ns or tliosc 
who have committed breaches of trust sliould be brought to book. If Ibis 
liill is not passed all these person>. will be wrongfully benefited aiul tben*- 
fore great injustice will be done. My friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, asked 
why Government were not taking these trusts under their own manage* 
raent. He cited tlie instance of foreign country wliicdi was managing its 
own trusts and perhaps he had the Soviet Government in Bussia in view. 

I wish to inform him that in the State of Mysore, a Mu/rai department 
has been established and is managing all these puhlie trusts; and in tin' 
small State of Kolhapu?- the same thing is going on. So the Hindu Princes 
are finite .dive to tlie neeessity managing tliesi* religious trustsi in order 
to earrv out the int(iirioiis of tlie original donors; .and I mav also state 
here that the (lovernrnent of Madras since the reforms have had a 
hill pas^od th(?re and thev are managing the endowments of tlie TT’ndn 
trusts also to the benefit of the general public; and the so-called inish'cs 
are there brought under check, and that was done })v the ministry^ of tbo 
Juslici; Party. So T whole-heartedly support this Bill and oppose the 
motion of afljoarnment. 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put.- 



IBI PUBUO SUITS VALIDATION BILL. 2949 

Mr.' President: I aecept tlio closinc. The question is tiiut tlic question 
be now p.ut. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, I laive very i'ew remarks to offer at this 
stage. Firstly, I should like to thank those 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: On a point of order, Sir. The motion before the 
House is that this matter he postponed till the next Simla Session. Is 
that earned? 

Mr. President (Tla* Honoumhlc Sir Ibrahim Jtahimt(jola) : No, No; it is 
the amendment that is no^^ heinj; debated. The whole question has been 
allowed to lx* debated to save time. The motion for postponement will be 
put to the Housi* after the reply lias been given. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: 1 understand, Sir, that i am to reply both on 
the motion for postponement and .... 

Mr. President: \n, tlun^ is an amendment for the appointment of a 
Select Committee. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Therefore, Sir, 1 am to reph solely on the ques- 
tion of iKistponenieiil . Very good. Sir. Hiat has been so effectively dealt 
with that, I think, all that is necessary for me to do is to repudiate the 
eharge whieli was someuliat liehl-heartcdly levelled against the Gtovem- 
inent of liaving introduced this measure in the Council of State, in order 
to prevent the bringing in ot a motion in this House that the Bill be cir- 
(!ulated. r confess, Sir, I was surprised that my friend Sir Abdullah 
Suhrawardy should liave thought me capable both morally and intelletftu- 
fllly of such machinatiems. Unit bright idea never suggested itself to me 
for a moment. We wert* solely concerned with helping lx)lh Houses to 
get through tln*ir business in as reasonable a time as possible. By the 
time we had decided to bring m legislation on this point, nur programme 
here was so packed that there was no to insert the earlier stages of 

this Bill, and thend'ore it was ]airely for tlie convenience of business in. this 
House .uul the other that \vc introduced the l^ill in the otJier House. Had 
we boon really as wicked as my friend Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy suggests, 
we might have incned in the other House the Bill to refei' to Select C<nn- 
mittee, nncl if we had done that, then no amendment of any sort could 
have been moved in this Thaise, except for postponement. Therefore, T 
think the TTousi* will agree that wc have not in any wav trifled with the 
dignity and powers of this House. Tt is fully recognised that in this bi- 
cameral legislature legislation may be initiated in either riinmber. We 
do in practice introdueo most of our legislation in this Chamber, but T doubt 
if a single session of this TiOgislaiure has passed since 1921 in which some 
Bovernmont measures ]iavi» not been initiated in the Council of State. 

There are one or two points in my friend Sir Abdur Bahim's speech 
which have really been dealt witli by the Konourable the Law Member. 
My friend said there was- no precedent at all for this sort of thing, and we 
were simplv putting a premium on litigants. Tlie justification for this 
legislation is that the mistake not really that of the litigants. The error 
was a universal one, and in mv opinion reasonable one. T am not saying 
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tiiat the cleeifciion of tlie I'rivy (/oinicil is iTicorrect. Personally, 1 am con- 
vinced that it wafe correct, but at the same time 1 say that the error was a 
reasonable one, and it was an error on the of Government. Conse- 
quently these litigants had to suffer, au<l that point has also been dealt 
with already. Tlu'se litigants are taking upon themselves a very un- 
pleasant duty in tln^ interests of the pubJii*. Their suits are being dis- 
missed on account of a reasonable mistake, and lla* only wjjiy to do any 
sort of justice. T submit, is to bring in a Hill of this kind and to put it 
through as quickly as possible, for. Sir. tinu* literally is of the essence of 
this legislation. People say, “Well, pass this Bill six months later*', but 
I think that Honoiiiable Members who mak(‘ that suggestion do not realise 
that litigants have not got an unlimited purse at their disposal. Therefore, 
It is absohilcdy essential that no mor(» money nor time should be wasted. 
It is a waste . f time, and tliereforc* this measnn* should be passed without 
any undue delay. Sir, T ojifose this motion. 

Mr. President: 'riu* question is* 

“That the consideration of the T5ill l>c postponed till tlio next Simla 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President ('riie TT«inoiii:il>!f sir Ibniliiin llabimtoola) : Tlu* next 
amendment on tlu* OrdiU’ Paju r is ea* eireulatinn which eaniiot be moved 
under lliile 20. 

The next amendment whieli eau be moved slatids in the name of Mr 
Maswo( d Aiiniad lo refer tlu' i Jill lo ;i Si ii-ct ( '»)mmittee. 

(Mr. Maswood Ahmad was absent.) 

Khan llaluuliir Haji \\’a jiluiddin has given n«*tiee tlu* same amend- 
)iient. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin of the United Provinces: 

Muhainmadaii Orbaii; : Sir, I la g to mc.'Ve tliat the Bill to validate certaiu 
suits relating to public matters l)e referred to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of Sir LanceUjt Graham. Sir Abdur Ualiim, JJr. Ziaiiddin Abmad, 
Sir Abdullah Suhraw ardy. Captain l»a<» Ihilnaiur Clmudbr\ Lai Clnind. 
Kao Bahadur Pandit, ^Ir. S. Fa/.l Ilaij Hiracha, Mr. B. Ua.s, Mr. Anna 
Nath Dutt, Mr. K. Alimeil. Sirdar llarbans Si/igh, .Mr. Muliammnd Miu/- 
zam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. Ghuznavi and the Mover, with, instructions to re- 
port in Gui next si^ssion, and that ilie mimber of iiuunbeis whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a yieeting of the Committee! shall bo five. 
My reason for moving this aniendm(*nl is to luave an opportunity for th' 
public to go through the whole matter. Sir, I am a layman, a plain inau 
of business, and T cannot understand wli\ th(»re should be such great hurry 
for upsetting the judgment of the IVivy, Council, which is the highest court 
of appeal in the Empire. T am sure there is no public demand asking 
Government to adopt such a measure. The general public knows nothing 
about the matter, and therefore public attention should be drawn to it 
andi wo the representatives of the public should bo given an opportunity to 
form our opinion. I therefore hope that mv motion to refer the Bill to a 
Select Committee will be adopted by this House. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division : Afiihammiuku* 
Knral): Sir, there is an amendment in mv name in almost .identical ienn^ 
to the one moved hy mv friend Khan Bahadur Haji Waiihuddin, and it 
T tfake this oppoi-tunity to say a few words T would spare the House froiTi 
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repeating the same motion again. I have listened with a great amount 
of interest to what has fallen from my esteemed friend the Law Member 
aud also from my esteemed friend the Honourable the Leader of the 
Independent Party. One of the speakers said that on certain matters 
of importance both Sir Brojendra and Sir Abdur Kahirn have differed and 
it would not be right for others to take a detached view one way or thei 
other. As one more or less connected with this line of business in which ‘ 
Sir Abdur Bahim is and my friend Sir Brojendra was engaged, I think 
it will be pertinent on my part to say what I most humbly think about 
the merits of this Bill. The constitutional issue raised by Sir Abdur Bahim 
goes into the root of the whole matter — whether this Legislature can sit 
on judgment over the works of the J udicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

The Judicial Committee have passed judgments regarding the merits 
of Section 98 of the Civil Procedure Code — and they say that sanction 
of Government in all cases must be obtained now. This Bill says that sane*, 
lions wiill be taken from this time upward, but they should like to give relief 
to those people, who have lost their cases on account of the present 
riuing with retrospective effect from November, 1931. This, Sir Abdur 
Kahiiu said, is improper — and here comes in the conflict. Tp my Judgment 
,Mr. President, Sir Abdur Bahim is right and the action of the Govern- 
^ merit in this matter is certainly wrong. 1 hope that this is 

the last occasion on which the Government of India on the 
legislative side, or for that matter on any side, have been advised to 
introduce important measures of this kind in the Council of State. We 
know tlie importance of having a bi-cameral legislature, but tliere are 
certain things which should not be done. Will my Honourable friend 
Sir Lancelot Graham advise the Pinanco Member to introduce a Bill 
which may savour of bringing some money into the coffers of the State, 
in the Council of State? The Honourable the Law Member by way of 
meeting the argument of Sir Abdur Bahim said, yes, it is correct that 
ooiirta here in this country are possessed of tw’o functions, one wLether 
a particular suit which comes before them is of proper jurisdiction, and 
second, to try the case on its merits. By the introduction of this piece 
of legislation, the Govermnciit have tried to usurp the functions of the 
court, and the contention of my Honourable friend Sir Abdur Bahim 
has not been properly, met by the Government. Why is this inordinate 
hurry? I know of instances in wlidch a particular decision was the 
^sult of the mental aberration of a Judge of the High Court in this country. 
People know the kind and quality of cases which come before the judicial 
tribunals in this country. Cases under section 124 of the Penal Code 
require the sanction of the Local Government and for want of proper 
sanction they are dismissed. I am certain my Honourable friend Imows 
very well, and I think some time ago it was represented to him by certain 
people iu this country wdiether it is not a fact that there have been 
mSerent kinds of decisions of the highest courts in this country with regard 
to section 497 of the Criminal Procedure Code. When important cases 
t that kind are brought to the notice of the Government, I have never 
^own that they have taken any serious notice of them. It is far from 
^tnpute any motive to any side or any person, but ifc looks out- 
1 . *^nd rather hasty for Government to come, in with this piece of 
gislation at this fag end of the session with such a hurry. I know: 
Pe^onally we were interested in a case in 1905 that went up to the 
' decided by the Privy Council in a correct form— 

^ It the decision of the Privy Council had been given effect to in 1906 



8d62 LBGlsiiAtrvB 'ASSSMBLY. [4 th April 

J 

[Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim.] 

or 1006f I assure you, Mr. President, that lots of property would have 
b^n saved and those of some very loyal citizens of the Empire. JBut 
^ose are old cases.^ If we had people of the ability of Mr. Biswas they^ 
would have been able to get through legislatioii to contirm the Privy 
i Coundrs decision. But that is an old story. My. Honourable friend the 
Leader of the Independent Party asked, what will be the effect if this Bill is 
tiedcen up in the Simla Session? The reply came from Mr. Biswas, “Oh, 
the wholjB world will come down, the receivers will be grabbing the whole 
money". But my Honourable friend Mr. Biswas knows very well that 
the receivers have to furnish very heavy securities. It may be personal 
security sometimes, but the receiver has got to account for every cowrie 
that comes into his hands. Besides Mr. President what is the proof 
that these trustees are all swindlers? It creates a lot of uneasiness in 
the minds of us all this side, because this Bill is to be passed immeaiately. 
There are more important things which the public thought that the Gov- 
ernment should take notice of, but they slept quietly over them and 
did not take any notice, but this is not likely to hurt anybody, and 1 
am really surprised that Government should simply blurt out that they 
have hundreds of instances where these people will be penalised. Bufc 
is this a fact? They have not been able to bring out even one instance. 
Again, wEere is the decision of the Privy Council? If it was possible 
for Members to know where the Privy Council had gone against the 
existing law, of course, we might have been able to take a proper view. 
1 am surprised that my Honourable friend Mr. Jadhav should so lightly 
treat the suggestion of Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad said, 
if Government were so solicitous with regard to the preservation of old 
properties, they should have been able to bring in some measure by which 
those properties could be properly administered. 

Mr. jB. V. JAdliav: May I inform the Honourable Member that it is 
a provincial subject and the Provincial Governments may take it up ? 

Xr. Xuliammad Anwar-ul-Azim: What was the reply of the Govern- 
ment? It was a very unconvincing reply. My view is this. If the 
BiU had been introduced here and allowed to roam over all parts of the 
country, then public opinion would have been available, we would have 
seen what the public Press had tb say, what the platform had to say, 
about it. But to merely sw^allow the whole thing on the sjpcech of 
jVf r. Basu and the Honourable the Law Member, I feci it is rather diffi- 
cult to do BO. Mr. Das and others have taken the constitutional aspect 
of the case, and they havo my support. The Government of India are 
the victim of many things, and this is an instance in view. The Wakf 
properties of the Mussalmans will come under the mischief of this Bill. 

I am also surprised to see that Government lend their support to 
measures, which are likely only to benefit a few individuals only. 

With these few words, I support the motion of my Honourable friend 
Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin. 

Hr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian Com* 
merce) : I oppose the motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Com* 
mittee. This ia a dilatory motion in par with the two previous ones, 
and I submit that the Bill need not have been put forward if it 
pot be passed at once. The whole object of the Ball is to prevent further 
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mischief being done. The only principle underlying the Bill is to make 
good a wrong which has been done by reason of a wrong interpretation,-— 
or as my Honourable friend Sir Larujelot Graham said, although it is a 
mistaken interpretation, it is a reasonable mistake committed by the 
Local Governments and it is the duty of the Government to come before 
this House and the other House and to pass a law by which to remedy 
the wrong which has been unintentionally done to the litigants who at 
very great expense had taken upon themselves a public duty to do good 
to the public trusts. As the Law Member rightly pointed out, these suits 
are not of a private nature but of a representative character as it is 
called. The plaintiffs represent the public but to represent the public they 
have to go through certain formalities, one of the formalities being that 
they should obtain the sanction of the Collector of the districts and of the 
Advocate General in the Presidency towns. Under section 93 of the Civil 
Procedure Code the Tjocal Governments have to authorise the Collectors 
or other persons to give sanction. The Local Governments throughout 
India took the view that they could by general order authorise the Collectors 
by general order to give sanction. The Privy Council, however, considered 
that a general order was not sufficient and that special order in every case 
was necessary. The result is that all suits now pending are liable to be 
dismissed for no fault of the parties. Who is the person who will be 
benefited if this legislation is not passed? The poor fellows who launched 
into litigation for the public benefit would lose the costs already incurred 
because the Government officials made mistakes. There is no constitu- 
tional question involved in the matters that the Legislature is riding 
rough-shod over the courts or the judiciary. That ig not the question 
before us. The question before us is merely whether the persons who 
would ultimately suffer by reason of the decision of the Privy Council 
upsetting a practice extending over fiO years should be given any remedy, 
rtiu delay will defeat the object. With these observations, I oppose the 
motion for Select Committee. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: T support the motion to refer the Bill to Select 
Committee. As I listened to mv friend the Honourable the Law Member 
in support of the motion to take the Bill into consideration, it seemed to 
me that ho has been lapsing into his old habits of an advocate. He has 
raised points which would he nil rivht in a court of law as cominsr from 
an Mflvoento of a certain party, hut T do submit to this House that arguments 
lihd that are no answer to the important constitutional issue that arises 
in connection with this mensnre. The point he wanted to make was 
that these suits were suits with reference to public trusts and therefore 
the decision in these suits must be treated on a different basis from 
decisions on other suits. 

Ska Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: No, no. 

Sir Abdur Bahlm: Tt emnes to that, at anv rate that these suits must 
be treated on a different basis. Mv friend sugrresfed that public endow- 
inents ought to be protected. Ts he prepared then to contend that all 
the suits that are instituted under section 92 of the Civil Procedure Code 
ere really hona fide suits and deserve to succeed? *1)068 he not know by 
experience that many of these suits are mala fide and deserve to fail? 

Tha Hohonrabla Sir Biojandra Mlttar: Ml we are saying ia Ibia-^va 

the courts a chance to say so. 
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Sir Atidiir Bahixn: That brings me to his next 'point, that the decision 
of the Privy Council was in regard to a question of procedure and 
therefore this legislature is entitled to set the Privy Council right. Is 
that a good argument? Is that a good constitutional argument; because 
the decision has been on a question of procedure, therefore this Legislature 
should take up the function of ‘a court of appeal and set aside the 
<lecision. Questions of procedure are sometimes very important. Pro- 
cedure is often the essence of a suit and surely it is the court which is 
best fitted to say whether the right procedure has been followed. What 
about questions of limitation? How many suits are not dismissed because 
they are filed la few days too late. Prima facie we may say this is very 
hard. Could you bring in a law' to give relief to those litigants wdio 
have been too late? Litigants arc sometimes badly advised by lawyers. 
In that case, is it any justification for the legislature to say — here are 
these poor litigants who were not at fault. They engaged lawyers, paid 
them handsome fees in order to derive ladvantage from their legal experi- 
ence and technical knowledge and they have been misled. Therefore 
we must set matters right. Is that really the argument of niy Honour- 
able friend the Law Member? I should have thought that the Govcrnmoufc 
would consider this as a serious question and not hurry tlio Bill like this.i 
They will bo establishing a bad precedent. Are Government prepared 
to bring in Bills of this character, whenever any sucli cases happen? 
I should like the Government to declare that. They would he puitin^^ 
themselves in a very false position indeed if they took up an attitiido 
of that kind. 


It has been said that this is a very urgent matter. A rcceivca* lia.^ 
been appointed in some suit. Several lakhs of rupees arc* in his hands, 
and may hav^ to be refunded to the trustees if tlic decision against tlio 
plaintifl stands. That is the position. What have the public been doin^; 
all this time and whv w^cre not proper slops taken in time against trustees 
who are now' alleged by Iw'o or three members of the public to be in tlic 
wrong? Are there not many cases of mismanagement in which no action 
is taken? Are there not honest trustees as w'ell? Are not there Irusfc'os 
who ate harassed by interested litigants who easily get a fiat from the 
Advocate General or the Collector or the Tjocal Government in orde r 1o 
institute suits of this character? Can that be denied? The wholo 
position really resolves itself into this. You are saying that in certain 
oases litigants should not be allowed to take advantage of the law na 
has been interpreted by the Priw Council. Is that the riglit position 
for Government to take up? I am not interested cither in endownionis 
or in persons seeking to sot right the administration of any parliciilnr 
endowment. T am raising this question as it involves constitutional 
issues of very grave importance. 

The Honourable Sir Broiendra Hitter: If I understood my Honour- 
able friond Sir Abdur Rahim rightly, he is supporting this motion. 

' Sir AMur Bahlmf Yea. 

• BonouraU* Sir Broltndni Milter: Then he aeoepte ihie principl*’ 
of thp Bill and he wants this Bill to he referred to a fleleot 
to sen to the draftinp;. 
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Sir Abdur Bahim: That is the least that could be done now. 

The Honourable Sir Bro]endra Mitter: Either he was speaking on the 
motion for reference to Select Committee or he was speaking on some- 
thing outside that motion. I take it that my Honourable friend, the 
Leader of the Independent Party, would not be guilty of any error of 
procedure, and he was talking in support of this motion for reference 
to a Select Committee. Sir, acceptance of a motion for reference to a 
Select Committee means this that you accept the principle of the Bill, 
but that there arc drafting defects which may be remedied in Select 
Committee. {Sir Ahdur Rahim: “Not merely that.“j Sir, not a single 
word has been said in criticism of tmy of the clauses of the Bill by my 
learned friend. Therefore I take it he has no quarrel with the drafting 
of the Bill. The principle is accepted and the drafting is all right. Now 
I should like to know how he reconciles the two positions he has taken 
up. He has not criticized any of the clauses. He attacks the principle 
of the Bill, and yet he supports the motion for reference to a Select 
("ommittee! Sir, neither the Mr)ver of this motion nor my friend, Mr. 
Anwar-ul-Azini, wlio sii])ported this motion touched upon a single clause 
of the Bill. So I take it ihal all the Honourable Members who are 
su])porting this motion accept tlui pianciple of the Bill. If they accept 
the principle of the Bill, and ihey find no fault with the drafting then, 
I have got no quarrel with thcni. 


Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil (llombay Southern Division: Non-Muham- 
niadari Ilural) : Sir, 1 rise to support the motion for referring the Bill 
to a Select Cornmilh'o, The Honourable the Law Member just said 
that the Leader of niy Party did not refer to any of the clauses of the 
Hill. I maintain. Sir, that in effect be did refer to the clauses of the 
Hill in this way. Tic said tnat when a suit is dismissed, important 
rights accnie ^> a certain party. Now tlui question before us is, are we 
going to disappoint him? .\re wt* going to hike away his rights accrued 
after the suit has been dismissed? That is the point that was made. 
Now let us cojisider some of the clauses of the Bill. There is a clause 
in that Bill that suits already disinissed after some date in Xovember 
until the passings of this Bill into law will be restored by reason of this 
Bill being passed into law. If that is so, what provision have you made 
for making ameiuls to the person whose rights you are going to take 
away now? That, Bir, was the thing that was pointed out by my 
Honourable friend. Sir Abdur Bahim. and that is the reason whv I support 
this motion; because if this Bill goes to Select Committee, they will at 
least make certain provisions for the benefit of persons who will suffer 
by reason of this Bill being passed. Then. Sir. my Honourable friend, 
^ir Abdur Bahim, discussed every implication arising out of this Bill and 
he also touched upon the prineinles involved in this Bill. It is true that 
We cannot go against the princi])le. hut I submit that we. get still another 
opportunity to throw away the Bill altogether aaid it is for that reason 
fhat my friend still spoke on the principle. Now let me point out that 
there, is nbsolutelv no iuirrv for passing this Bill into law. It is submitted 
hy the Honourable the Law Member that if at all this Bill is to be 
parsed, it must ho passed in this session only because he says that the 
public trusts are in danger, that the trustees are likely to fritter away 
public money. I say this is very rare; because aa a practising lawyer 
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I know a number of vexatious suits filed against trustees simply because 
there is a private grudge, simply be.cause they themselves are not the 
trustees. 

Then, Sir, what is the procedure before suits are filed? A copy of 
the plaint is sent either to the Advocate General or to the Collector of 
the district and he considers the plaint from top to bottonr. and from 
bottom to top. He will consult his subordinates and he will take their 
opinion. If the matter in question is a serious one or if he thinks that 
really the property is in danger and that there is any possibility of 
money being frittered away, certainly he will personally undertake to 
prosecute the case. If we look into the provisions of the section, wo 
will see that there is discretion given cither to two persons among the 
public or to the Collector or to the Advocate General himself to. prosecute 
the suit. Therefore I say in all cases where there is any serious danger 
to public money, suits are undertaken by the Collector or by the Advocate 
General. My Honourable friend the Law Member or the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill may be knowing how manv suits arc 
actually filed by the Advocate General or the Collectors; will they look 
into their records? I submit they must be very few and can be counted 
on one’s fingers. 

Then, Sir, I ask, is it fair that we should saeriflee the principle 
involved, or that we must allow some properly to be wasted away? 
The foinner course, I think, is inadvisable because, as my esteemed leader 
submitted, we would bo setting up a very had precedent. Is it proper fer 
this Legislature to lend its helping hand to all defaulters, to all people 
who are negligent and who have w'ith eyes wide open neglected to take * 
• proper precautions, to obtain proper sanction? For those reasons T 
heartily support the motion for reference to a Select Committee. 

; I ' 

Some Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

• I 

/ 

Diwan Bahadur HarWIas Sarda: Sir, T wish to sav a word with regard 
to the two noints whi<^h have reccntlv been mndp. Xt w^a«? fsnid thnf this 
Bill makes the Legislative Assembly sit as a iudge to correct the mistakes 
of the Priw Council. As T understand the Bill, this is not a proner repre- 
sentation of the case. The Priw Council have interpreted the law in one 
wav. The Loeal Governments have intemreted it in another w^nv. This 
Bill does not sav that W'e shall correct the intiTprefafion of the Priw Conn 
cil. This Bill has heen hrmi<yht in onlv hecanse the Government think that 
the Loeal Governments have wron^lv intemreted the law, and in order 
that the wron" intemr^tation mav he set a^ide and that nnv losses caused 
to neonle hecanse of the wrong intemretation mit nnon it hv the T;<v»al 
Governments mav he made good, it is because of that that the Government 
have iindertflken this Bill. T think it w^ns also asked, wdll Govemmen* 
bring forward such va.Hdati’n«r Bills a^ain? T think if such cireumsfances 
arise again, then it wdll be the. boiinden diitv of Government to bring fn'*' 
ward such Bills. If anv people, litigants or others, are put to loss because 
of Local Governments' mislakes. it is the diitv of the Government qf India 
to put the thing ri^’ht and validate these things so as to save the people 
from unnecessary loss. I think, Sir, that as the whole tlu’ng was due n 
the mistake of the liocal Government, the Government of India have done 
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\oty well iu bringing forward this Bill, and 1 think we must thank the 
(iovernment of maia lor so speedily trying to put things right. ^Uear, 
bear.) We nave to manis tlie uoyernmenu insieaa oi coiiuejuiximg it. 

(Several Members moved that the question be now put.) 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, 1 do not wish to take up the time of the 
House but 1 think my Honourable friend the Law Member has conclu- 
sively shown that my Honourable friend Sir Abdur Bahim, at any rate, 
thought he was merely supporting a dilatory motion ana aid not reahse 
that he was accepting the principle of the Bill. The House has already 
given its decision on the earlier dilatory motion, and although this motion 
in form is not a dilatory motion, 1 have no doubt at all in my mind that 
it really was intended to be a dilatory motion and there are no arguments 
for me to meet now because all those arguments have been put forward 
before. Therefore, I oppose this motion. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

“That the Uill to validate ceilaiii suits relating to public matters be referred to a 
h'elect CoiiiiiiitU'e con.si.stiiig ot bir nauceiut Uranam, bir Aoaar ilaiiim, JOr. Aiauddiii 
Ahmad, bir Auduila »*;)Uliiawardy, t apiam K. B. (Jhaudhri Lai Lhaiid, Bao Banadui 
»S. H. Pundit, ALr. B. hazl itaq r^iracha, Mr. B. JDas, Mr. Aniar Natn Dutt, 
Mr. K. Alniied, birdar ilarbaiis t^ingn, Air. Ainazzam Baiiib Bahadur, Mr. A H. Unuzoavi, 
and the Mover, with iiisiructioiis lo report in the next session and that the numbet 
of Members whose presence shall be iuH;essary to constitute a meeting of the Com- 
mittee shall be hve." 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bill to validate certain suits relating to public matters os passed by 
the Council of Btate be taxen into consideration.’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill, 

Mr. President: Clause 3. 

Mr. B. Dsb: Sir, I beg to move: 

"That clause 3 be omitted." 

1 do not mind Government passing clause 2 which is legislating to give 
effect from the date this Bill is enacted into an Act by the sanction of this 
House. But clause 3 introduces a phase which no elected MextT* 
ber of this House should subscribe to, because here, we are 
going to invalidate the judgment of the Judges, and why should 
Wo do^ it? I do not know whether this has happened in 
past. * My lawyer friends say that it happened once or twice 

a blue moon. This is not a case which happens very often. As my 
Honourable friend Mr. Sen said, if mistakes had been made, they must 
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rectified. But who committed the mistakes? If the Local Goveniment 
made mistakes, then blame the Local Government, sack the Local Gov- 
ernment, dismiss the Governor, the District Magistrate and everybody. 
£jven the Advocate General who advised the Government never pomted 
out these mistakes and today we condone the mistakes of the Local Gov- 
ernments and Advocate Generals. 1 am not here holding a brief for the 
Local Governments. 1 therefore suggest to the iLonourable Member my 
friend Sir Lancelot Graham, if he subscribes to the principle of clause 3, 
he should bring it out in the form of an Ordinance and not take the sanc- 
tion of the elected Members of this Assembly. Tliat \vc should here legis- 
late against judgments passed by Higli Court Judges, and Judges of 
Privy Council under any form of procedure is intolerable. May 1 ask the 
Honourable the Law Member whether he is going to introduce 
that practice into everything and into every kind of mistakes 
which the Government of India make. 1 do not tnink my HonourabJe 
friend the Law Member would advise his colluagiu's in the Executive 
Council to do that. If he had given propi‘r advice, these Urdinances would 
not have been enacted, if the Hcuiourable tiie l-.aw Member is so much 
alive to the situation in the country, lie would Juive strongly dittered Iroiu 
his colleagues about the Ordinances. The Honourable the Law Member 
in his first speeefi observed tiiai iiie opinions ol Mie itigU Courts and i.,ocal 
Governments have been collected ami tlio ^iovernmeut of iiidia hold cer* 
tain views ..... 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: 1 never said that o|)inions hud 
been collected. What 1 said was that the High Courts, all tlic Courts 
and all the Governments had gone wrong according to the judgment of 
the Privy Council. Hitherto the view taken not onl^ by Local Govern- 
ments but by the High Coiuts, the subordinate courts and by all the law- 
yers practising in this country was all one way and that vi(*w now turns 
out to be wrong. The view universally held is iiinv held to be wrong. 

Mr. B. Das: I am glad to know that all the High Court Judges have 
gone wrong. I do not mind clause 2 of the Bill. But in clause 3 you are 
going to ask that the judgments already delivered should be quashed. You 
are invalidating certain judgments. Who is going to pay the costs of those 
parties? They will all bring out their taxed costs. Crider the terms o.f 
their contract, high officials of Government won't pay. If the Honoui*- 
able the Law Member and my Honourable friend Sir Jiancelot Graham are 
so anxious about the parties who are involved in this case, why do they not 
put in another clause to the effect that these judgments will be quashed 
and the money that has been spent by the different parties will come 
from the pockets of the Local Governments, of course. Local Government 
means tax-payers' pockets. 

Hr. K. O. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Out of 
the pocket of the Law Member and High Court Judges, perhaps. 

V I . I 

Hr. B. Saa: Or as my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy suggests why 
should not the costs be met out of the salaries of Higli Court Judges or even 
of my Honourable friend the Law Member. I think, Sir, this is a piece o 
jobbery. It is an outrageous clause which is embodied in this clause o- 
It is a piece of jobbery. 
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Hr. 0. 0. Biswas: It is a kgislstive jobbery,. 

Mr. B. Das: Yes, it is a legislative jobbery of ubich uiy Honourable 
friend Mr. Biswas is the inspirer. It is an outrageous way of doing things 
which I think every elected Member should oppose and vote down. 

Mr. S: O. Jog: On thi.s side ol the House, as a Meiriber ol the Nation- 
alist Party, I have got great respect for my lionourablc friend Mi. Das. 
I generally, take him as a very safe guide "to follow in all other matters 
except law. As a lawyer I think in this particfular case 1 mu>.t use my 
own discretion even at the risk of throwing my revered friend overboard. 1 
can certainly excuse my engineering friend of not understanding the urgency, 
the necessity, the equity and the justice of tlu* measure tiiat lias been 
introduced. I can certainly excuse him, but 1 am not prepared to excuse 
iny lawyer friends who take a different view of thti whole measure. My 
Honourable friend’s suggestion is to omit claiis(‘ 8, tliat is jiracticafly 
taking the soul out of the bod,>. If the suits that have been dismissed are 
not to bt‘ restort‘d, then what is the renu dy? Why should these people 
suffer for th(» mistakt‘s of man;, judicial officia-s for which they arc not 
at all responsible? A particular view has been taken for nearly a century, 
and fortunattdy or unfortiinateK it was not brought to tlieir uotica*. and 
for this should the pi.'Ople sufftr? F think ( ioverniuc nt wouUl havt* bt^en 
charged with some other things if they laid not moved this P>ill and moved 
it in such haste and hurry for bringing ndief to the.^e litli:ant'>. Sir. I 
oppose the amendment propost'd b> Mr. Das. 

Mr. C, 0. Biswas: Sir, I will .just point out that sueli instance^ o;' in- 
tervention of the liCgislature an» not at all rare. For instance, wluai the 
Privy f'ouncil held that in regard to (»ertaiu suits on mortgages tlie si.\t> 
\ears’ limitation was not applicable, but tlu* 12 viairs* riili‘ would a|>])U 
although all along the sixty years rule was held to apply, what happened? 
Ihc liCgislature intervened, and they added a provision in the Indian Limikv 
tion A(‘t by which the\ provided . . 

An Honourable Member: 'I'liat was not done in one da\ : it leoU two 
months. 


Mr. 0. O. Biswas: I thought, that aspect of the qiustion Was dispostni 
of b\ the aminulmeiits whimh have been defeated. Now wi* art' on the 
merits of the Hill, and I am pointing out that exacll\ the sanu' thing was 
done in regard to the Indian Fdmitation Aet as is now |)n)i)osed in ri'spi ci 
of section 9ii, Civil IVocedure Code. That was cdso done, in (‘onse- 
qucnce of a decision of the Trivy Council to the etfoct that the sixty 
years’ rule would not apply, but. the 12 years' rule. I refer to section 31 of 
the Limitation Act. It expressly pn>vided that when* in any siicii c ast* the 
claim of any mortgagt*o was wholly or partly dismissed or extinguished after 
particular date because of the. view taken b\ the Privy rouncil, the {*oiu*ts 
shall resfort' such suits upon application made within two years: beeauso 
those suits would not have been liable to be dismissed iqxm Hu* view of 
the law, w'hich had prevailed for a long time but wasi now imexpecdedly 
turned down by the Privy Council. The whole, idea was to save suitors 
fjom the consequencefl of on unexpected decision. Exactly the same thing 
*8 happening here. If you have the Bill, you must have clauses 3 and 4. 
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Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer: Sir, there is just one word 1 want to say. X 
wish my Honoui*able fri<?nd Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad were present here to 
witness the very enjoyable spectacle of the Chief Whip of my Party, 
Mr. B. Das, a martyr to conviction, cheerfully becoming a pleasant pin- 
cushion to Members sitting behind him. On this motion as on other pro. 
vious motions we have left the matter an open question and are animated 
by no animus towards the Independents (Hear, hear) on the undependable 
Benches. (Laughter.) 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, there is really very little that I wish to say 
on this point, but I think we are doing the fairest thing we can do. This 
clause will have the effect of restoring the status quo ante and allowing 
the suit to be decided on its merits. I can imagine nothing more just, 
I therefore oppose the amendment. 

Mr. President: The quesfion is that clause 3 be omitted. 

The motion was negatived., 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, 1 move that clause 4 be omitted. I listened very 
attentively tu the very short speech that m\ liunourable friend ISir 
Laucelot Graham made and he said that in equity and fairness clause 
3 should be nifiintained. L should like to ask him one or two simple 
questions. 1. want to know why a decree that has been passed after tho 
SOth day of Xovembor 1931 should be set asidi?. Why not the 301h 
Kovomber of 1930 or s(.me other previous year?, 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Because that is tlie dale of the Lh*iv\ (’ouncil 
judgment. 

Mr. B. Das: If my Honourable friend was so kind and so fair to the 
litigants, why did lie not think of refunding the money that the litigants 
sj^ent in ^he previous cases and which thew fought and won? Will the 
Local GovfU’nments or the Government ol India Ixtar those* costs? Sir, 
1 have lieaid it nicntioned by previous speakers that the public is spending 
money at great sacrilice and the trustees are spending iiioney for those 
law suits. I am not interested in tliese mutts, or wakfs or religious trusts, 
whether belonging to Hindus or Muslims. 1 am not concerned with the 
fact whether the trustees mismanage the funds in the name of the pul)lic 
or whether the original owner who is some mahant mismanages them. 
But when the previous speakers mentioned that the public are spending 
their owm money like water, I ask them, who told them to spend their own 
money? They are spending that money surely with the idea that when 
they get hold of the three lakhs, which my friend Mr. Biswas said is 
lying somewhere in the bank, they will take a share out of that. So, Sir, 
it is not a fact that those who have advocated this Bill and those who 
spoke on behalf of the trustees have done all philanthropic work. The 
trustees have sQme ulterior motives as also the other side, the old pro- 
prietors, the mahantSf had ulterior motives. But I accuse the Govern- 
ment of the serious charge that they are doing something which is outra- 
geous and w^hich should not be done on the eve of great constitutional 
ehanges.| 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, all I can say is that if I am doing some- 
thing quite outrageous, I am quite content to have a laige majority of the 
House with me., 
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Mr. President: The question is that clause 4 be omitted. 

The motion was nogativod. 

Clause 4 was added to the iiill., 

Clause 1 was added lo ih<*. Ijiil. 

The Title and Lhvauible were added to the Bill. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: bir, i move that the Bill, as passed b> the 
Council o£ State, he passed. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwau Division: Non-Aluhammadan liural):. 
Sir, during the pasi leu years i have never i'ound the Government so 
very rea.sonahle and so very alert to protcet the interests ot the people 
entrusted to its care. L e.caigi atiiiate the Honourable the Law Member as 
also iny ilonoui’ahle iriend 'nt lond who has been the in:Tpirer ot a Bill like 
this. We in Bengal eertaini;. want liiat lhe^e suits should nut he thrown 
out on a Very le-ennieai .Lroiiud. Ai the saim.‘ tiiia} I should he wrong if I 
were not to >iate la ioii* ihi> ll()u>(‘ wl’*d 1 teel ahoui: this particular piece 
ol legislation and al<ii nhoiit ihc judgment ut the iT'ivy Council. tSir, 
every lawvei* is awarn r.t ilu- d<>eiriue of jactani valet, and it was up to 
the Brivy C'oimed t(.» act up \n tuai doctrine and >ay iluU' when things 
have heeii ethmu on ha' a -era-. «..i. yeai*s iikt* tiiis tlie\ niu>l accept it and 
]iol base tiair judgniMil on itedmical liaws. I tiiink the Privy 

Couneil was wnaig in not acting up u.) the doctrine ot factum valet or is 
it that llie\ ilnjnglit that tins \\a- a case in which the doctrine of factu 7 n 
valet did not, . In either ea.-e L believe that it is not lor us to 

legislate so as to upstu ih. judgment of tlie highest court oi the British 
Kmpire. With ad m;. ^ \ mnaJ ines hn* tho.-e wia^ would -urter it this Bill 
were not passi.'d - in lad no one will be more pleased if this Bill is passed 
for the particular ea.-e te» wince, reierenee has been made here; hut iit tho 
same time I eaiuiot deu\ l:. 'i lii'^ is iieiilier our ] -rox iiu.-e. and it is not 
(jur dul\ a> leg’e-laaor-. :i I Uia. sa\ vo, to eiiaet a mea-'Ui\; like this. I 
ask myself: have we I’ver lound that when really the public charities and 
interests of the |)<.)or peo[)le were at stake, Honourable AleTubers coming 
in such haste and imrodiieiiig UK-asures like this’.' i have not. Perhaps 
they have tunietl over a new leaf and I hope they will continue in future 
to do so. 

In the Bill which cauio into our hands, 1 lind the Statement of Objects 
and Ileasons is dali'd the ^tli March, The swittness with which 

this Bill was introduced in the House of Elders just to shut it out of not 
very obliging Memliers here, who might file an amendment motion for cir- 
culation, was very tdeveily done. 1 wish that all this zeal had been shown 
in a better and li higher cause. If I am saying anything about the prin- 
ciple of the Bill, it is because I feel that this Bill is certainly not a happy; 
specimen of either tlu' iiUi lloct or the heart of my Hon®urable friend over: 
there for wdiom I have the greatest admiration and respect. In fact my idea 
has been that some oiu' must have persuaded him to such an extent that 
ho could not resist the temptation 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: 1'he force of public opinion. 

Ur. Amar Nath Dutt: As for public opinion. I have not as yet found 
ouy meeting held in any part of the country, or either anything in the 
newspapers or olsowhero. I roallv welcome the provisions of the Bill 





LEGlSLATlVlfi AB8£MBLY. 


[4th Apkil 1932. 


[Mr. Amar Nath Dutt.J 

which is very salutary, and 1 am glad that it is going to be passed. All 
this I say (Laughter); but at tlie same tinu* the lawyer’s sense in me 
revolts when I hud that the highest law oJlieer of the (Jrown, after a 
brilliant earecr at the Calcutta tfigJi Court and at the bar, and being 
Law Member, has become tlio victim of enacting sucli a measure as this. 
We also Jieard that this was following a dec'isioii oi' the Privy Council; 
if that were so, 1 think il was up to him to (oiiu* at that time; and whcTi 
he did not come at the time bul ta>mos now, [)eople should not be criti- 
cised if the\ hold tliat tilery must be something behind, something 
at the bottom of it all. Whatever that might bt*, 1 (rcjngratulnte 
my Ifonourable friend on this liill. and 1 wliole-hearledi v accept 
the provisions of the Jlill for the willare of <hr public: bui 
I protest again^'t tla* mamier in wbich ilii-; Mill lia^; bei'U rushed 
through, and if tlievt* he any oceasion in lidnre I will demand of 
Goveruimait to do thijig> like this wiim tin' impeiative inU'rests of my 
eonntrv a.nd my eomilrymen demand it; and if fhey fail to do an\<hlng at 
that timi‘, I will say that lliey are not siue<*re. I ho])(' they will remem- 
ber this. Of course my Honomable fiiend tin* Lt-ailer of tlu' Mouse is 
going a\\a\: I know lu* wt)uld have be»*n trui‘ to his promisi- if he IukJ 
been here and .aiiothej* Memlan* (;} llit* (lovt-rnment li is goiii* away ilre.-aly ; 
but I hope their successors will follow iii fh**ii' tot)|sl«a»s aud limee forth 
be move alert in presei-Nim: the public inita'esis and the inti'resis of the 
people. 

Mr. 0. C. Biswas: Did n<»t m\ Mom nrabh* lri*-Md '-ign a n^presout at ioii 
to the Viceroy ihal a Bill of tliis kin<l >dawiM be brought forward’ 

Mr. Amar Nath Diitt: and s » f say T am happy that this Pill has 

come up. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: sir, I have merely to say that I thank my sup- 
porters — botli those who approved of the Rill and tho-^t* wiio disapproved 
of tla* Rill: I inalerstaTid tlu-y all suppf^rt nu-. 

Mr. President: Tlu- (|nestinn is: 

“That (!ii* Jiiil t«' validate rfrtaiii .suit** ivlafiiiir tn puMic rnalfors. a- }»ass(‘ I tiv 
the Council of Slate, he passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Af^serubU then .adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
6th April, 1932.’ 
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The Assembly mot in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President fn the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN : 

Mr. James Richard Blair (Government of India: Nominated OflBcial), 


STATEMENT BE SOT^TH AFRICA. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): Sir, the 
House will remember that on Saturday last T intimated that a statement 
would be made on behalf of Government to-day regarding South Africa. 

In the ordinary course that statement would have been made by the 
Honourable Member in charge of tlie Department Sir Fazl-l-TTusain. but 
as he is unavoidably detained in another place, I would ask your special 
permission, Sir, for the statement to be made bv Mr. Bajpai on his 
behalf. 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai (Govi rnment of India: Nominated OtTkaal) : In 
accordance with jiaragraph 7 <>♦* the Cape Town Agreement of 1927, dele- 
gates of the (loveniment- of tlui Union of South Alrica and of the Govern- 
ment of India met at Cape Town from January 12th to February 4th, 1932 
to consider the working of tlie Agreement, and to oxehango views as to 
any inodihcaiions that experience might suggest. The delegates had a 
full and frank disenssion in the Conference, whicli was throughout marked 
l>y a spirit of cordiality and mutual good-will. 

2. Both Governments consider that the Cape Town Agreomenb has been 
a powerful inflvunce in fostering friendly relations between them, and that 
they should continue to co-operate in the common object of harmonising 
their respective interests in regard to Indians resident in the Union.' 

3. It was recognised that the possibilities of the Union's scheme of 
assisted emigration to India are now practically exhausted, owing to the 
'iconomic and climatic conditions of India as well as to the fact that fiSO 
per cent, of the Indian population of the Union are now South African- 
born. As a consequence, the possibilities of land-settlement outside 
India, as already contemplated in paragraph 3 of the Agreement, have 
been fui*ther considered. The Government of India will co-operate with the 
Government of the Unicui in exploring the possibilities of a colonisation 
scheme for settling Indians, bof/i from India find from South Africa, in 
other .countries. In this investigation, which should take place during the 
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course of. the present year, a representative of the Indian community in 
South Africa will, if they so desire, be associated. As soon as the investi- 
gation has been completed, the two Governments will consider the results 
of the inquiry. 

4. No other modification of the Agreement is for the present considered 
necessary. 

5. Before p«assing on to the Transvaal Asiatic Tenure (Amendment) Bill, 
Honourable Members would, perhaps, like me to comment on the more 
important points in the settlement wdiich I have just announced. 

(1) Eecognition by the two Governments of the need of continued co- 
operation in the common object of harmonising their respective interests 
in regard to Indians resident in the Union justifies the hope that friendly 
relations between South Africa and India, which are of such vital import- 
ance to the Indian community in the Union, will continue. 

(2) It had become increasingly evident for sometime before the Confer- 
ence met at Cape Town that Indian opinion lx)th in South Africa and in 
India had become unfavourable to the scheme of assisted emigration to 
India. This was due to no shortcoming on the part of either Government 
but primarily to climatic and economic causes, and the fact that 80 per 
cent, of the Indian population of South Africa were bom in tlie Union. The 
recognition by the Union Govoniinent that tlie possibilities of this scheme 
are now practically exhausted should be received with considerable relief 
by Indian opinion on both sides of the ocean. 

(3) The proposal that the possibilities of land-settlement outside India 
should be examined merely carries out an integral part of the 1927 Agree- 
ment. It may be welcomed on two grounds: 

(i) If it results in a satisfactory scheme of land settlement, it may i 
provide an outlet, especially to the younger generation of 
Indians' in South Africa, in a (X)nntry where they may have 
greater opportunities both for economic development and for 
political self-expression. 

(ii) The association of a representative of the South African Indian 
Congress in the investigation will not only be a valuable saf'^- 
guard for the inquiry, but constitutes an experiment in col- 
laboration between the Union Government and the Indian 
cornmnnity in South Africa which, it is hoped, will bo extend- 
ed to other fields. 

(4) The Agreement stands unmodified except as regards the sclumc 
of assisted emigration to India, and the proposed exploration of the pos- 
sibilities of land settlement elsewhere. This means, to mention onlv two 
points out of the last Agreement, that the Government of the Union con- 
tinue to adhere to the policy of uplifting the permanent section of tncir 
Indian population, and that the Government of India will continue to Tuain 
tain in South Africa an Agent whose presence has admittedly proved mos 
helpful alike to the Indian immunity in South Africa and to the promotion 
of friendship between the two countries. 

6. T shall now endeavour to deal with the Transvaal Asiatic Tenure 
(Amendment) Bill copies of which are also before Honourable Memhers. 
The Conference decided that it should be considered by a sub-conimittcc 
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consisting of two representatives of e.ach Delegation. After discussion in 
the sub-committee Dr. Malon, who was one of Union representatives, 
agreed to place informally before meinljcrs of the Select Committee, which 
had prepared the Bill, the suggestions of the delegates from India. The 
results of this consultation may be summarised as follows: 

(1) Clause 5 of the Bill which embodied the principle of segregation by 
providing for the earmarking of areas for the occupation or ownership of 
land by Asiatics has been deleted. Instead, the Gold Law is to be amend- 
ed to empower the Minister of the Interior, after consultation with the 
Minister of Mines to withdraw any land from the operation of sections 130 
and 131, in so far as they prohibit residence upon or occupation of any 
land by coloured persons. This power will be exercised, after inquiry into 
individual eases by an impartial commission presided over by a judge, to 
validate present illegal occupations and to permit exceptions to be made in 
future from tlu* occupational restrii'ticais of the Gold Law. It is hoped that 
liberal use will he m.ade of this new pr<jvision of the law so as to prevent 
the substantial dislocation (jf fndian business which strict application of 
the existing restrictions would involve*, and to provide Indians in future 
with reasonable facilites to trade* in the mining areas without segregation. 

(2) The Hill has also been amended so as to protect fixed property 
acquin»d by Asiatic companies u]) to 1st ^Farcli. 1930, which are not pro- 
tected by section 2 of A(*t 37 of 1919. This will have the effect of saving 
many Indian properties which, tliougb not acquired in contravention of the 
letter of tlu' Act of 1919, were ;u*quired contrary to its spirit. 

(3) Local bodies, whom <*laiise 10 of the Bill required to refuse certi- 
fication of fitness to an Asiatic* to trade, on the ground that the applicant 
may not lawfully carry on l)usim‘ss on the premises for which the licence 
is sought, sliall have to treat a c ertitieate issued by a competent Govern- 
ment officer to the effect that any land has been withdrawn from the 
restrictive pn)visions of sections 130 and 131 of the Gold Law as sufficient 
proof that a coloured perscui may lawfully trade on such land. As it is 
proposed to maintain hereafter a i :‘gister of all lands in preadaimed areas 
where Asiatic occupation is permitted, suc.h a provision should prove a 
vnluable safeguard to the Indian commimity. 

7. As against these important ccaicesskms, it has to be recognised that 
the recommendations of the Indian Delegation that areas like Springs and 
(le-prcnd aimed land, to wliicli the restrictions of clauses 130 and 131 do not 
sit present apply, shc'iuld not be made siibjeet to them, and that lease for 
ton years or more should not be trimtc'd as fixed pmperty have not been 
^lovopted. On the balance, however, the amendments which, subject to 
ratification by the Union Parliament, have been made in the Bill repre- 
5ont a substantial advance on the' original Bill. 

8. I must apologise to the House for the length cif the statement. 

^ have endeavoured to make' it as brief as is (*om}>atiblc with clarity. 
Government had hoped that it w«iuld he possible to ihnkc tlio announce- 
ment earlier, but this was foinul impossible as the results of the Confer- 

have to be published in both countries simultaneously, and the Union 
l^arliament reassembles only today after the Baster recess. (.Toverninent 
f'rust, however, that keeping in view the difficulties iulicrent in the pro- 
I'leiYi, and after consideration of the statement which has been made today, 
iJ^onourable Members will feel satisfied with the results aehieved. 
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Mr. B. Das: May 1 ask a supplementary question 

Mr. President: The whole subject will come up for consideration on 
a Resolution and then the House can deal with it. 

STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Birth and Death Rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Sccretaiw : Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): I lay on the table the information promised in repl\ to unstarred 
question No. 21*2 asked by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin on the 23rd 
March, 1932. 

Final reply to unstarred question No. 212 hy Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, regarding 
births a^id deaths in Ajmer City, asked on the 23rd March, 1932. 

(Ad interim reply uhis given on the 23rd March, 1932 . ) 

(а) (1) The figures quoted by the Honourable Member, which apparently refer to 
Ajmer Municipality only, are not quite correct. The correct figures are : 

Birth rate Death rate 

per mile. per mile. 

1912- 13 19-58 32*70 

1913- 14 19-65 33*95 

(2) The number of deaths reported exceeded the number of births rogistero«l in 
1913-14 by 1,238. It is believed, however, that the registration of births in that year 
was very defective. 

(б) No. What Major Luinsdon said was — 

“ So large an excess of deaths over births is tiue partly to the had SMinitntioii of 
the city and partly to imperfect registration of hirlh.s ”. 

(c) A complete drainage scheme involving N'ory largo expenditure has Keen prepared 
and will be carried out gradually as funds permit. Ooxiunment intend to do all they can 
to improve public health conditions in the Municipality as soon as possihh*. 

Bad drainage of Ajmer City. 

Sir Frank Noyce: I lay on the table the information promised in reply 
to unstarred question No. 213 asked by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin 
cn the 23rd March, 1932. 

Final reply tovnstarred question No. 213 by Khan Bahadur Haii Wajihuddin, regardi^ 
bad drainage qf Ajmer City, asked on the 23rd March, 1932. 

(Ad interim reply was given on the 23rd March 1932 •) 

(а) A copy of Lt.-Col. Dff. Mullen’s report is laid on the table of the House. 

(б) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given to part 
(e) of his question nci 212. 

Rertofi referred to in the reply to (a) of the stat€m ent laid on the Table in reply to unstarrtd 

question No. 213. 

Drainage, 

As regards drainage, an expert ought to be engaged to draw up a comprehensive 
scheme for the whole city, and this scheme could be worked out gradually M ® 

available. At present, although a lot of money has been spent on it at different ti 8 
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bbe drainage is ludicrously defective. Kaisar Ganj is a hotbed of Typhoid fever in conse- 
quence of sullago water stagnating for want of proper drainage. I believe something 
alight be done towards removing sullago and waste water from the higher parts of the 
city by means of two inch pipes loading from cisterns placed at the higher levels to a 
reservoir outside the city wall at a low level and from thence taken to the Tram Depot. 
The pipes are inexpensive, and this plan would do away with a certain amount of cartage 
within the city, a boon to be appreciated. 


DFK. MULLEX, 3X.D., Surgeon, 

Lt,-CoL, 
Civil Surgeon, Ajmer. 


High death rate in Ajmer. 

Sir Frank Noyce: I lay on the table the information promised in reply 
to unstarred question No. 218 asked by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin 
on the 28rd March, 1982. 


final ^^ply unstarred question No. 2 IS by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, regarding 
infant mortaUty in the J/wicr Municipal area asled on the 23rd March, f932. 

{Ad interim reply was given on the 23rd March. 932.) 

(a) (1) Yes. 

(2) Xo. 

(b) The correct figures of birth and death rates in 1930-31 were : 

Births . . . . . . . . . .26*7 per mile. 

Deaths . . . . . . . .33*9 per mile. 

(c) F]fforts arc being made to improve the existing conditions by moans of health 
Propaganda, maternity and child welfare work and by impro\ iiig the sanitation of the 
^®wn. 


Motor Mail (.extracts ix Bomb.ay, Madras and Bengal. 

Mr. T. Ryan (Director Doncral of Posts and Telegraphs) ; I lay on 
thf tabk‘ the inforiiiatioii promistMl in reply to parts (n), (6) and (c) of 
starred question Xo. 818 asked by liao Bahadur B. L. Patil on the 16th 
March, 1932. 


List ofcontraets for the carriage of mails promised in rej^y to parts (a), (6) and (c) of the 
starred question No. 8J8 asked by Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil on the 16th March, 1932» 





1 Amounts 


Names 

Particulars 

Names 

! of 


of 

of 

of I 

1 monthly 

Remarks. 

l^rosidencies. 

contracts. 

contractors. 

' subsidy 




1 

paid. 


Bombay 

(1) Bombay city 

Messrs. Bombay 

1 

i 

Rs. 

7,000 



mail motor ser- 

Cycle and motor 




vice. 

Agency, Ltd., 
Bombay. 




(2) Poona city 

Messrs. Panchgani 

1,075 



mail motor ser- 

Motor Service, 


; 

• . 

vice. 

Poona. 
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Names 

of 

Presidencies. 

Particulars 

of 

contracts. 

Names 

of 

contractors. 

Amounts 

of 

monthly 

subsidy 

paid. 

Remarks. 

Madras 

(1) Madras city 

Messrs. The Garage 

Ks. 

9,000 


' 

mail motor ser- 

Ltd., Madras. 


1 


vice. 

(2) Bangalore city 

Messrs. Mackenzie 

! j 

i 2,000* |♦Tho contract haa 

1 

Bengal 

mail motor ser- 
vice. 

(1) Calcutta mail 

& Co., Banga- 
lore. 

Messrs. The 

i 

i 

16,000 ! 

been given to 
! Messrs. The Ban- 

galoro motor ser- 
vice for a period 
of 3 years with 
effect from Ist 
April, 1932 on a 
monthly subsidy 
of Rs. 1,445. 


motor service. 

(2) Dimapur-Ini- 
phal mail motor 

service. 

(3) Panriu-Gauhati- 
Shillong mail 

motor st'rvico. 

Garago (Cal- * 
ciitta) Ltd. 

The Manipur State 
Durbar. 

Messi*s. The C^om- 
mcrcial (.'arry- 
ing Coy., Ltd., 
Shillong. 

1 

{ 

1 

3,000 

2,083-0-4 i 



COXTKAI'T F(»U TllK COXVKYAXC’K :>F MAILS IIF.TWFKN AXD 

SaTYAMAX(L\LAM. 


Mr. T. Ryan: 1 lay on the table the iiil'orniation promised in reply to 
starred questions >^os. tjlS and 510 asked by Mr. 15liii])ut Sing on the 29tb 
February, 1932. 


!<tarr€d queHion No, 515, 

(а) No; the Postnui.ster-( Jeiieral dec-iiled t<» acrepL the tender l>ut acceptanre was 
not coni munica ted to the party concerned. 

(б) The Superintendent refrained from making the contract pending the result of 
a reference by him to the Postmaster-Cfencral. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes, under the orders of the Postmaster-General. 

(e) Does not arise in view of replies to (c) and (rf) above, but the action of a 
sulwrdinate ^)fficer in suggesting reoon.sideration of c»rdera issued to him before acting 
on them is not necessarily out of order. 


Starred question No, 516 • 

(а) Yes, except that the orders alluded to were not communicated to the tenderer 

and were not exactly ‘ final * orders. ^ „ 

(б) Yes, Unless the invitation to retonder l>o covered by tho term “ negotiations . 

(c) Tho first order was reconsidered before the execution of any agreement, becaus 
tho Postmaster-General became aware that another tenderer was prepared to make a 
revised offer and accordingly fresh tenders were called for to give both parties an 
opportunity in tho matter. 

(d) It is a fact that the tenderer in question holds the contract for another man 

Erode to Dharaj»uram. Government have no information regarding the tostimon 
held by him. , . 

(e) Tho agreement was made with the present contractor because it resultea 
decided advantage to Government. Tho action of the Superintendent was approve y 
the Postmaster-General. 
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The Railway Hospital at Nagpur. 

Mr. J. B. Blair (Government of India; Nominated Official): 1 lay on the 
table the information promised in reply to parts (a) and (6) of starred ques- 
tion No. 71 asked by Sir Hari Singh Gour on the 27th January, 1932. 


Staternmt giving the information promieed in reply to parts (a) and (b) of starred ques^ 
tionNo. 71 asked by Sir Hari Singh Gour on the 27th January, 1932, regarding the 
railway hospital at Nagpur, 

(а) Yes. 

(б) The Medical officer at present in charge of the Railway hospital at Nagpur is an. 
Indian. 


THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS PHESEEVATION (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

PUESENTATIOX OF THE KepOUT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Sir Fra^ Noyce (Seeretarv, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : Sir, 1 present the liepoii; of the Select Committee on the Bill to 
amend the Ancient ilonuments Preservntion Act, 1904, for certain pur- 
]ioses. 


THE CODE OF ( IVIL JMIOCEDULE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (SeeretarN. Legislative Department) : 1 beg to 
move that the Bill fiirtlier to amend tlie Codt* of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
ier 5i eortain i)urpose, as passed l)\ the Couneil of State, be taken into 
coii.^ideration. Those Memliers f)i the House who liave read the Bill will 
ivalise that it is a very small matter of procedure which is being dealt 
with by this legislation. It is an addition to the ('ode of (’'ivil Procedui*e 
Lt the purj)ose of enabling (’ourts in Jiritish India to take evidence for 
foreign tribunals in eivil and (rommeivial matters. As pointed out in the 
Slateinent (d‘ Objeets and Beasons, there is no specific provision in the law* of 
India prescribing the proeeihirc to be followed in such matters, and it is 
di’sirable that the outlines of tin* procedure to be followed should be show*n 
in the CVxlc of ('ivil Proeedure, in order to secure a general uniformity in 
the practice of the various High ('ourts and for the guidance and informa- 
tion of foreign tribunals. That, Sir. is the whole extent of the Bill. I 
do not think that it is necessary for me to say anything more at this 
stage. Sir, I move. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra (('hittagong and Kajsliahi Divisions : Noii-MuluumnadM 
Bural): I do not move my amendment.* 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkimd and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Biu-al) : W(' do not oppose this motion. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“That tho Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1008. for a certain 
purpose, as passocl by the Council of State, bo taken into consideration/’ 

The motion w’os adopted. 

('lauscs 2 and 3 w*ere added io the Bill. 


Clause 1 was added to tho Bill. 

The Title and Breamble were added to the Bill. 


**‘That tho oonsidoration of thb Bill bo postponod to tho next Simla Session. 
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Sir Lancelot Oraham: I move that the Bill, as passed by the Council 
of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

THE INDTANT PARTNEESHIP BILL. 

Sir Lancelot Oraham (Soei-etary, Legislative Department) : I move that 
the .amendments made by the Council of St.ate in the Bill to define and 
amend the law relating to partnership be taken into consideration. 

Honounible ^Members will remember that this Bill was passed through 
(this House in the earlier stages of this session. At that time an amendment 
somewhat late in the day was moved by my learned friend Diwaii Bahadur 
T. Rangachariar, and in accepting the principle of that amendment, wo 
■stated that we should have to re-examine the draft to make sure that it 
fitted in with the rest of the Bill. On a re-examination of the draft, wo 
decdded that it was desirable to make a formal amendment in the amend- 
ment passed by this House. That, Sir, is tho explanation of the amend- 
ment to sub-clause (6) of clause 30 of the Bill. No alteration has been 
m-ado in the principle laid .down by that amendment. Then, another 
matter on which it was hinted in" this House that an .amendment was 
desirable was in connection with some relief to be granted in matters ol 
registration of partnersbips. My Honourable friend Mr. S’cu suggested it 
bid he had not got an amendment tabulafed to our satisfaction. We said 
that we would examine that proposal and if we approved of it, we would 
insert an amendment to the effect in tho Council of State. That is how 
the amendment came into the Bill. The third amendment is a purely 
drafting aruejulment to clause 11. The words, “Subject to the provisions 
of this Act" have been added in order to make sure th.at there is no clash 
between the different clauses of the Bill. Sir. there having been no amend- 
ments of substancre made by the t.'ouncil of State. I do not think it h 
necessary for me to dilate at' length on these formal amendments. I there- 
fore move that these amendments be taken into considemtion. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Ihaishabi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : I do not move my amendment.* 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) ; 1 rise to 

support the motion made by my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham. 
These amendments have been made as a result of suggestions naadc m tms 
House when the Partnership Bill was under discussion here. Though tna 
amendments do not fullv cover th6 ground which I suggested during the 
discussion, thev go to a'oertain extent to give relief to small partnerships, 
and are useful ‘to people who engage in small partnership business. I tlunK 
we should all support the Bill; Sir, I support this motion. 

Mr 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 1 was only 
waiting here for my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra to show in what .respec 
this w'as controversial measure! 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member knows that Mr. Mitra did no 
move his amendment. 

The question is : ^ a 

Thai the amendments made by the Council of State in the Bill to de ne an 
the law relating to partnership be taken into consideration. 

The motiou was adopted. > - — 

♦ “ That the consideration of the amendments made by the Council of State 
Bill be postponed to the next Simla eession.” 

9 
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Mr. President: The question is that the following amendment made 
by the Council of State in Clause 11 be adopted : 

“In sub-olause (/) of clanso 11, for Iho words ‘ Tho mutual rights ami duties’, the 
words ‘ Subject to the provisions of this Act, the mutual rights and duties ’ bo substi- 
tuted.” 

The motion was aclopted. 

Mr. President: The question is that the following amendment made 
by the Council of State in Clause 30 be adopted : . . 

‘‘For sub-clause (6) of clause 30 the following sub -clause bo substituted, namely: 

* (6) Whore any person has been admitted as a minor to the benefits of partnership 
in a firm, the burden of proving the fact that such person had no knowledge 
of such admission until a particular date after the expiry of six months of 
his attaining majority shall lie on the person asserting that fact 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is that the following amendment made 
by the Council of State in Clause GO he adopted : 

“For sub-clauHC (4) of clau.s<^ 60, tlie following sub-clause be substituted, namely: 
‘ (4) This scK'tion shall not apply- - 

(a) to firms or to partners in firms which have no place of business in British 

India, or whose places of business in British India are situated in areas 
to which, by notification under section 55, this Chapter does not apply, 

or 

(b) to any suit or claim of set-off not exceeding one hundred rupees in value 

which, ill the Presiden(;y-towns, is not of a kind specified in section 19 
of the Presidem*y Small Cause Courts Act, 1882, or, outside the Presidency- 
towns, i« not of a kind spef*ified in the Second Schedule to the Pro- 
vincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, or to any proceeding in execution or 
other proceeding incidental to or arising from any such suit or claim*. * 

'file, motion was tuloidcd. 


THE INDIAN' MEIK'HANT SHirPINfi (AMfiNDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Si-civtarv. Department oi Education, Health and 
Lands') : Sir. T move : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for ce^in 
purposes, lie referred to a Select Committee consisting of Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddm, 
Kunwar Haji Ismail AH Khan, Sir Ab<iur Rahim, Maulvi Sayyid Murtiiza Saheb Bah^ur, 
Mr. H. P. Mody, Maulvi Muhammad Shafoo Daoodi, Sir Hari Singh Gour, Mr. N. M. 
Dumasia, Mr. G. Morgan, Mr. A, H. Ghuznavi. Mr. M. Mnswood Alimad, laeute^nt 
Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan and the Mover, and tliat the number of Membera 
whose presence shall bo necessary to constitute a meeting of the Coininittee shall be 
five.” 

I do not think that Honourable Members will desire a long speech from 
me in support of this motion which, 1 am happy to think, is an entirely 
iion-controvcrsial one. The ILIl like the department from winch it 
emanates may he described as an omnibus Bill. It deals with a variety 
of subjects, but thert' is one connecting link between them, and t^t is the 
desire to improve the conditions of pilgrims travelling to the Hejaz. X 
may perhaps be allowed to offer a few brief comments on the thr^ 
directions in which it is desired to bring about this improvement. ^6 
first is the modification of tin* existing system by which pilgrims either 
purchase roturr. tickets or make deposits with Government for the purp^ 
of defraving the cost of the inward passage from Jedda. The e»8ti^ 
section 208A. of the Bill already provides that pilgrims nmst either be 
in ppssessiou of return tickets or must make deposits with Government 
in order to defrav the cost of their passage back from Jedda. This in 
practice has not proved quite sufficient. It is possible for pilgrims to 
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proceed on pilgrimage on ships other than ordinary pilgrim ships, an ex- 
perience has shown that many of them do so. It has also shown that 
the proviso to section 208A under which a pilgrim is also automatioally 
exempted from the obligation to purchase a retiun ticket or make a deposit 
if he declares that he does not intend to return to India within three 
years after the vlate of declaration is also not sufficient. The declaration 
system had broken down not so much because pilgrims make a declaration 
with the deliberate intention of falsifying it, but because they are ignorant 
of the full facts and conditions of life in the Hejaz, and have in conse- 
quence to be n»patriated at (Tovernment expense within a few’ months of 
their departure from India. The nmnber of pilgrims w’ho have had to be 
repatriated at Government expense has steadily grown during the last five 
years. It was 188 in 1927. 170 in 1028, ISO in 1929, 887 in 1930 and 318 
in 1931. This cost of repatriation during the last two years has amounted 
to over Rs. 13,(X)0. It is for this reason that we propose* to apply the 
obligation to purchase a return ticket or to make deposits with Govern- 
ment to pilgrims who proceed by other than ordinary ])ilgrim ships and also 
to abolish the existing systeiii of declarations. I should perhaps mention 
that the Haj Inqiiiiy Committee would have liked to abolish the system of 
return tickets altogether and to insist on deposit-; in all eases. Govern- 
ment carefully examined this rect^iumendation in consultation with the 
&*tanding Haj Committee, but were unable to ac(‘(‘|)t it. They felt that it 
involved an undesirable interferenei* with the right of pilgrims to purchase 
return tickets, if they pretVnu'd doing so to making deposits with (lov- 
ernment. Tlie figures that we liave obtained on this point are of interest. 
In 1930-31, in all, 22 pilgrims, made depr)sits, whereas 8.001 took return 
tickets. An even more iinf>ortant consideration wbiidi weiglicrl with Gov- 
ernment was that if tlie system of n‘turn ticki'ts w(‘ri‘ to l)e abolished, 
the legal liability to provide ships for tlu* return journey of ])ilgrims would 
fall on them instead of on the sliipping couq^anies. It will he oljvinus to 
the House tliat this might involve (lovenunent in considerable difficulties 
and expense if the shipping companies considered other traflk' to he more 
lucrative than the return tralTic from Jedda, and diverted tlicir steamers 
to it in the middle towards the close of the pilgrim season. The return 
ticket system is therefore lo be retained side i)y side with the deposit- 
system, but it is j)ropo.sed to effect certain improvements in the. working 
of that system. Better arrangements are lo bo made for refunding to 
pilgrims or to their nominees or legal representatives the value of unused 
return coupons. The waiting period at Jedda which is mentioned in section 
209A of the main Act will be reduced from 25 to 15 days in the case of 
return ticket holders who a])ply for accommodation for the return voyage 
during the six weeks following on the Haj day. The unclaimcxl value of 
uniLsed return coupons of pilgrims is to h(* r(?<*overed by (iovemment from 
the .shipping companies and handed over to the Tort Haj Committees for 
application towards the benefit of pilgrims. These are, I venture to 
think, marked iiuf'rovements on the existing system. 

The next direction in which it is sought to ini])rove the conditions of 
pilgrims on the voyages is the f>bligation wdiich this Hill will place on 
shipping cornpanies to j»rovide cooked foQil for the pilgrims. There is no 
doubt that, at the o\itset, this alteration in the existing system will not be 
altogether welcomed by tin* shipping companies, w’ho may find it difficult 
to comply with it, and it may not be welcomed })y the pilgrims as •they 
may not always be abb* to get exactly the food they w^ould like. But 
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the present condition of affairs is undoubtedly unsatisfactory. It is most 
insanitary to have cooking done all over the ship, and there is also a very 
considerable danger of fire, I cannot but think that, after a short experience 
of the new system, the shipping companies and pilgrims alike will wonder 
why the old one was allowed to continue so long. 

The third and perhaps the most important of the three main improve- 
{ments that the Bill seeks to bring about is the compulsory immuniza- 
tion of pilgrims against cholera and small-pox. This proposal gives effect 
•to a recommendation of the Haj Inquiry Committee which I am glad to 
inform the House has re(*i*ived the unanimous support of all quarters. It 
is calculated to safeguard the health of pilgrims, and, what is most im- 
portant, to minimise the chan(;es of their being required to land at 
Kamaraii the qu»irantine station in the Bed Sea on the outward journey 
for purposes of disinfection. In this respect we are following the example* 
of the Netherlands East Indies Government, which has adopted this system 
for a long time y)ast, and also that of the Straits Settlements. It should, 
save the pilgrims a great deal <jf trouble. If it is adopted there will be 
n(j likelihoofl of their being held up at Kamaran, and this will probably 
save a day on the voyage. Vaccination against small-pox is I think 
compulsory j:Irea<ly. but that against choh^ra is only voluntary. It has 
iti.ah* ra|)j<l -tii<tes. but it will bi‘ obvi^nis to the House that one unino- 
culated passenger on Ji boat involves as great a risk as a very much larger 
uiiiuber. Arraiigiunents will he made to immunize pilgrims in their own 
<listriets as far as possible, but in the (*ase of pilgrims who are not 
immiiui/ed. inoculation and \aceinatioii will be carried out at the ports 
of eiuharkation. Tlu*st‘, Sir. ere the main provisions of the Bill. There 
iiic scv.u’al •)ih‘*r'- of Ic'^^ iuijmrtaiKfe of whicdi T might perhaps mention the 
]>ruvisiou n iho Hill for medical attendance whieh will in future be pro- 
vi(J*’d fri*e, a> an exani]»Ie of tin* steps Govenimenl arc taking to improve 
tile conditions of pilgrims. It is unneca'ssary to ex])lain the various 
clauses in greater detail. I’lie ol)j(*et of the Hill, as 1 have said, is to 
carry out tlie recomiiiendatioiis of the Haj Inquiry CV'unmittec and I am 
sure it will (‘oiiunend itself to Hie House. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirlmt Division ; Muhammadan) : 
Sir, 1 am glad lliat the recommendations of the llaj Inquiry Committee 
have at last moved the Goveniiuent of India to bring up before this 
Hf)uso a Bill of this nature. 1 have read I be Hill under discussion, 
but I find there are some provisions whieli are not in conformity with 
the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee. 1 remeinbea: that 
the conclusions at which wt* arrived were come to after most anxious 
consideration at that lime, and after a great endeavour on our part to- 
bring into line wilb us the views of our esleenuM President of the Com- 
mittee. Mr. (May ton. I luivi' not ytd been able to tind out why there 
is that difference on those (piestions on which the Haj Inquiry Committee 
have reported; hut as the Hill is going to a Select Committee, we shall 
have an opportunity to iliscuss the matter again. Sir. 1 reserve my right 
of opposing those measiires which are against the Haj Inquiry Committee's 
f ecommendati on s . 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan llural): Sir, I do not feel very ha]vpv about certain edauses in 
this Bill, but as it is going to be discussed in the Select Committee, I 
hope .that Committee will modify them. I draw particular att-eiition 
to clause 15 which jirovidtis that if any pilgrim on board a pilgrim ship* 
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. cooks any food and lights a fire, he shall bo liable to a fine which may 
extend to lifty rupees. .Sir, we know what these pilgrims are; probably 
some arrangements must be made for their hookahs laiid various other 
matters. 1 think some of the provisions might prove harsh to these 
pilgrims. There are some other clauses which call for consideration. I 
hope the Select Committee will look into all these matters, and that 
when the Bill comes back, all these objectionable things will be removed. 
I hope that the Crovernment will adopt a sympathetic attitude tow'ards all 
the real objections brought forw^ard for discussion in the Select Committee. 
I congratulate the Government for bringing forward this Bill, which ought 
.to have really been brought up about a year ago. This Bill is in keeping 
with the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee’s Eeport, and 
'I support it. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur cuw Orissa: 
•Muhammadan) : Sir, at this moment I shall only congratulate the Govern- 
ment on their bringing forward this measure. 1 do not of course agree 
with all the provisions in tin* Bill, hut as 1 am myself u member of 
the Select Committee, 1 do not go into them at this moment. Sir, 
I support this motion. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras: Muham- 
madan) : Mr. President, I feel bound to congratulate the Member in charge 
on having made the motion tluit the Bill should be referred to a Seha't 
Committee. In the Bill, Sir, there is one healtliy feature' which relate.s 
to the quarantine at Karnaran, which was causing a great d(.*al of annoyance 
and hard-ihip to pilgrims, and there was a hue and erv raised against 
this quarantine. When fair Comniitleo went to all tin* important centres 
in India and examined all these questions, we gatliered from the evidence 
that the pilgrims were put to many hardships and difheulties in Kamaraii. 
I am glad that our recommendations, so far as the quarantine is eoiua*rned, 
have been approved. But as regards the subject of rt'tum tickets, we 
were informed by the Mover of this motion that the Government could 
not agree with us. Sir, our Committee consisted of six nunubers presided 
over by Mr. Clayton. T.C.S. All the seven were unanimous in all the 
recommend a t i ons . 

We were holding vehement discussions on important and momentous 
questions, and we came to unanimous conclusions which found a place 
in our recommendations. After so long a time, we heard that some of the 
recommendations of ours, particularly as regards return tickets, have not 
been accepted by the Government. The difficulty is this, and it was 
pondered over by all the Members. Th(3 evidence, which we are sorry 
to see- not published by the Government for financial difficulty, would 
have convinced the House that the return ticket system did not find 
favour with many pilgrims, because many of the pilgrims do not take the 
same route when they get back to India. Some of them take the land 
route and some of them do not return at all but settle down either 
Mecca or in Medina, and the Shias settle dow’n generally in. Karbala 
or Najaf. So, we were not at all willing to impose any hard- 
ship on them. So far as repatriation is concerned, I think the Gn^- 
emment could have met that question very easily if they had simply 
followed the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee. As has 
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been observed by previous speakers, this is not the final stage of the 
Bill. When this is referred to the Select Committee, we can go into 
all these questi(jns, and I hoj)e the Honourable Member in charge, or ' 
his Secretary, will give in at least iu some of the momentous questions. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, I arn very glad that Honourable Mem- 
bers who have taken part in the debate have been appreciative of the way in. 
which my Department has dealt with the licp<jrt of the Haj Inquiry 
Committee. Before 1 pnjceed to deal with a few’ points that have 
been, raised, may 1 give a hirds-eyc view' of the history of this legislation . 
and the one included in the two Hills that have been already introduced. 
The reason for my taking up a few minutes of the time of the House in 
doing so, is not anything tliat has been said by Honourable Members on 
the tioor of the House but certain false statements, certain half-truths, 
certain misrepresentations that liavc been made in the public Press, attack- 
ing not only the supposed inaction of the Government of India but also 
very seriously retlecting on the efiiciency and capacity for work of the 
Standing Haj Committee, which reflections 1, its Chairman, know are 
altogether undeserved. What are the charges made, the House may ask. 
me, which you seem to be anxious to repudiate? The charges made are 
something like these : Tla* Government of India and the Department 
concerned have turned a deaf ear to all the Muslim representations on 
the siihjeel of the Haj ; the Haj Beport was made, but the Government 
of India. kiqH silent for two years and took no steps. But the gentleman 
w’lio made statements from which the Press commented also professes 
great inleri'st in tlu* Haj. 1 will not go into Iul. own history during the 
last few years, wlu'ther iu India or outsidt' India, but content myself by 
showing wlu'thcr as a matUv of fact the Government of India and this 
House have l)(‘e!i or liavi* imt been solicitous of the welfare of tlie Hajis. 
As early as September 1V}‘28, a Besolution w’as moved in the I.egislative 
Assembly di*siring tlu‘ appoint nient of a Haj Iiutuiry Committee. That 
Bt'sohilion was ja-oiuptly follow i‘d by the appointment of a Haj Inquiry 
Committee in the lu-xt session of the Assembly; that is to say, March 
lh2tb A \er\ strung Haj Iiujiiirv (’ommittee was appointed eoii'^isfing 
of 8 or Members, most of them b’Oin the Assembly, some from the 
('onneil of Stale*, and only one from outside. That Committee toured 
througlaait India, and sptait one full year; as many a.s 2o0 associations 
Miul individuals sent in written <ipinions in answer to their (juestionnaire, 
whicdi was very earefnlly framed. A large nimiber of witnesses were 
orally examined. They did their duty thorotighly. They submitted a 
very carefully eonsidenal report, ernb(xlying as many as 210 recommenda- 
tions, and most of them, if not all, wt*re unanimous rt-commeiidations. 

An Honourable Member: All were unanimous reconmiendations. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-HueRin : Except for a little bit here^ 
and there. The (\>imnittee cost the Stjitc iw’o lakhs of rupees, to get this 
work done for tlie Hajis. They made their Report without any avoid- 
able delay in Marcli lOJM). Therefore, to say that the Government of 
India turns a deaf ear to all representations concerning tlic H-ajig is a 
bare falaeh<Kxl. The man who made that statement was himself a witness 
before this Committee and tiicTefore he could not possibly avoid admitting 
that Government did something in tlie matter of lielping the Hajis. But 

proceeds to say. having appointed tliat Committee, sinee then Govern- 
ment have done nothing, 'rhat again if^ untrue because when the Eeport 
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was out in April 1980, Government took several steps, firstly the Report 
W’las in English and Government was able to secure the co-operation of 
a public-spirited Muslim, Maulvi Eiroz-ud-Din of Lahore, who translated 
the whole Report into Urdu at his own expense and published it. 

Again Government proceeded to deal with these recommendations 
straightaway. But the critics outside and some of the Members of this 
House appear to think that because this legislation has been produced 
- After two years of the making of the Report, therefore it is a long time 
* taken .by Government. It should be remembered that in the first place 
not only had these recommendations to be considered by the department, 
but Local Governments had also to be consulted, in particular the Govern- 
ment of Bengal and the Government of Bombay. That was not all. 
We had also to consult certain authorities outside India, in particular in 
Jedda. We had to consult the Foreign and Political Department; Wtj 
had to consult the Commerce Department; and Honourable Members 
know that when so many interests and so many departments are involved, 
it is not easy to make rapid progress. However I may mention that soon 
after the Report was published, my Department took up dealing witli 
it, and a large number of meetings of the Standing Haj (’oinmittee wi*n‘ 
held. The first one was held as early as 5ih July. and (hiring |9;^| 

four meetings were held, one in Fehruarv. one in March, one in St*pleniher 
.and one in November: and all these meetings wen* very wtdl attended. 

It was in these meetings that Government were able deal with all tin* 
recommendations made by the Haj Inquiry Committee. When Govern- 
ment were able to accept any recommendation.s straightaway, intimation 
of that acceptance was given to the Standing (Vanmittee. Those we 
felt doubtful about were discussed in the Standing Haj ( 'oinmittee. ainl 
where the Committee was unanimous, tliere, so far as 1 recollect, (hnern- 
ment invariably accepted their recommendation. It was only in very • 
few cases where the Haj Committee was divided, that In one or two cases 
Government might have failed to accept the reeonnnendation of tin* 
majority. In every cas(» when* Gm'erninent was not able to accept, it 
was on the advice of the Standing Committee. Therefore it is for th»» 
Honourable Members to judge how far this representation th.at ( iov<*rnnnM!t 
have turned a deaf ear is true, if if is not an actual falsehoc^l. 


Thjn it may be urged, how can the public know what you :ire doing. 
The Standing Haj (Committee nuicting is not like a public meeting et* 
which everybody comes to know. That is perfectly true, and (iovernnu'nt 
were not content with dealing with these matter.s in the Standing Tlai 
Committee, but a large nuinlier of conimuniijut^ witi* issued from time 
to tire.e. The first one was issued as early as February 1081, wheivin 
a reduction of fares for the Haj was announced. This gentleman wlie 
professes so much interest in the Hajis has failed to realise that it 
the Standing Haj (.’ommittee which met the shipowners ami pt'rsuadeJ 
them to reduce the fares, and that reduction was communicated t(^ the 
public through a cornniuninii^ dated the 0th F(‘bruary. 1081. Anothei 
oommuniqu/^ w-tis issued on the 27th October, 1081, telling what acii‘^a 
had been taken on the recommendations of the Haj Tnipiiry Committee s 
Report up till that day, and that Oovemmont was proceeding with th^* 
rest of the recommendations. Again, on the 28rd November, 1081 anothc'j 
communique was issued, another on the 16th Decombor, 1081, and* 
another on the 2lRt January, 1082. For any one to say that Governnicn 
were taking no interest in these things is nothing short of an absolute 
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untruth. It has been asked, what lias been the fate of these 219 recom- 
iuendalions made by the Comniittt;e. Sir, so far as I recollect, nearly 
130 have been accepted as they stood, another 30 or 40 with very slight 
modifications on the rcicommendation of the Standing Haj Committee, 
19 have been rejected, at least 17 or 18 of them with the concurrence 
of the Standing Haj Committee, and on another 40 or so suitable action 
has been taken because tlH3y were not recommendations that could be 
either accepted or rejected, but only called for certain steps to be taken. 
Last of all, but not the least important of all, three Bills have been 
prepared and have already bctm introduced. One of them is being sent 
to the Select Committee, tlie other two will follow. It is much to be 
regretted that people come to Members and Secretaries of (Government, 
•see them, place their points of view before them: they are told actually 
what is being done; and knowing all that, they go out and publish state- 
ments to the effect that the (Government of India turn a deaf ear to 
everything. I trust not only that this attack on the efficiency of the 
Committees of tliis House will be considered unfavourablv bv this House, 
but that a practice of this sort is one to be discouraged in the interest 
both of this House as well as of the (Government. 

Now, Sir, with reference to the -wo or three point’s mentioned by 
the Homajrable Members, 1 assure tlieni that (iovcrnment are ready to 
consider any suggestion they wish to make in the Select Committee. 
The (pieslion of return tickets or defiosits \\as one on which, in the 
Standing (’ommittee itself, there was a great divergence of opinion. 
All the arguments that apply to dejxjsits equally apply to return tickets. 
There was the question of people going to Najaf and settling down in 
Hejaz, and returning overland. We were assured that as in the case 
of deposits, so in tlic case of return tickets, the money for the return 
passage will be refundable to the person who conics and says after a 
particular time tliat he is going to settle down in the Hejaz. or that 
he is not going back at all ami so on. In other words there was no 
difference between the two except from the shipping point of view. The 
shippers said tliev would not have their right to sell return tickets 
curtailed, and we had to decide wdiether we could force this down their 
throats or not. I daresay tlicre may be a way doing that, hut short 
of (roveniment sliouhh'ring the responsibility of running the traffic 
itself, we felt we <*ould not do anything else. That is why that parti- 
cular recommendation, to which reference was made and on which, as 
I said, tlien' was a difference of opinion, Covernment could not but 
embody in the Bill the view it has taken. All other points arc such 
that it will be found on further study of these that there is practically 
DO difference of opinion. 

My friend Hr. Ziaiuldin sliowod some soUeitude for the hookah smoker. 
If he reads the Beport of the Haj Inquiry Committee, he will find that 
the maulanas who have served on that (\immittee were not unmindful 
of the ineonvonienco they might cause, but felt that approach to Western 
f'tandards bv the liooknh smoker will not be altogether to the detriment 
of the best interest (ff the TTajis. 

Mr. 0, S. Ranga Tver (Bohilkund and Knmaon Divisions: Non- 
Wnh;wnmadan Enral): Sir, I beg to move that the name of Bhai Psurma 
I^and may be added to the Select Committee. 
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The Ronottiable M ia n Sir Faal-i-Husain: 1 understood that the Leader 

of the Nationalist Party wishes to add the name of Bhai Parma Nand. The 
Mover of the Resolution has consulted me and he says he has no objection 
to Bhai Parma Nand’s name being added as well as that of another aspirant 
to serve on the Select Committee, Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail 
Xhan of Bengal. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for certain 
purposes be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, 
Kimwor Haji Ismail Ali Khan, Sir Abdur Kahim, Maulvi Sayid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur’ 
Mr. H. P. Mody, Maulvi Muhammad Shafeo Daoodi, Sir Hari Singh Cour, Mr. N. M. Dumasia,’ 
Mr. G. Mor^n, Mr. A. H. Ghiiznavi| Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieutenant Nawab Muham- 
mad Ibrahim Ali Khan, Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, Bhai Parma Nand 
and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a meeting of the Committee shaU be iSve.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE TEA DISTRICTS EMIGRANT LABOUR BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and Labour) : 
Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That the Bill, to amend the law relating to emigrant labourers in the tea districts 
of Assam, bo referred to a Select Committee consisting of Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Mr. 
K. Ahmed, Mr. C. C. Biswas, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. A. G. Clow, Mr. Tin Tut 
Mr. H. 13. Fox, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. B. X. Misra, Mr. H. P. Mody, Mr. G. Morgan, Mr. 
T. R. Phookun, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr. K. P. Thampan, Mr. Muhammad Yamin 
Khan, Sir Frank Noyce, Mr. S. G. Jog and the Mover, and that the number of membors 
whose presence shall bo nec(?ssai-y to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be live.” 

Sir, I now ask the House to accept the priuciples of this l^ill bv sending 
it to a Select Committee. I'hu first principle is the #^u*ccpt- 
1 Noon. an ideal policy, of the removal of restrictions on and 

impediments to the free rriovemenl of labour. I do not think that aiiyboJv 
in this House will object to that policy which has the endorsement (if two 
Ro\al Coininissioiis. Hut it may be that tliat policy may nr»t lx* snsei‘ptible 
of complete acceptance here and now without some tem])orarv modifica- 
tion or (p.ialification, and we have therefore provided in the .T3ill for power 
to exercise control over the forwarding or the reeruitmont of labour to 
Assam or over both, should this become necessary in the interests of the 
emigrants. Our position is that we would like to see all restraints removed, 
but realising how easy it is for abuse to creep in, we have provided power 
to impose control should this be necessary. 

The next principle of importance is to secure to the emigrant to Ass^m 
the right of repatriation. That is a matter of grant importance. R is 
perfectly true that this will lay a statutory burden upon the employer. 
But I venture to think that his gain will also be substantial. His Hboar. 
feeling that their return to their homes is definitely secured, will be more 
contented and for that reason more efficient. We are providing for a defi- 
nite right to repatriation at the end of three years, and we are also pro- 
viding for the exercise of that right before the expiry of that period 
certain definite eventualities. 



THE TEA DISTRICTS EMIGRANT LABOUR BILL. 


2979 


These, . as far as I can see, arc the main principles of the \V\\]. The 
other provisions of the Bill d(.*al with procedure machinery and other 
necessary details. 

I think I ought to say a few words in regard to niy motion for referenco 
to a Select (Vanniittee. It has been actuated by a desire to get on as 
rapidly as possible with labour legislation, subject of course 1o the neces- 
sity for ensuring publicity in regard to our proposals. I ought to e:\plain 
(o the House that tlu* revision of existing labour legislation in regard 
fo Assam has been tlu' subject of discussion with Local (.lov'ernnieiits so far 
as it coTicerns the removal of restrictions and control evtir since the \ear 
1020. As a matter of fact in 1028 wi‘ aclually framed a Hill on this matter 
ind we refernal that Hill to Local (lovernmeijts. ]Hit, as the Jjahour Com- 
mission had then been aj>pointed, we considered that it would be advisable 
to leave tht* whole question for the consideration and examination of the 
Labour Commission. The Commission examined this question with great 
v.ave, re(*ordod much evidenc'e ndating to this subject, and T may say that 
this Hill with certain slight (h’viations i'nd>odit‘s the unanimous rec'om- 
iiiendations of the Labour Commission. 

it only remains for me to sa\ that so far as wc* are concerned, if the 
House accepts this motion. W(» propose ihat the Seh*et Comiiiittee should 
meet slightly hefoit' the next Simla Session begins. In the meantime, 
we shall hi? glad by exeeiilive order to cireulato this f^ill for eliciting 
(pinions thereon, s(.) that siurli (*ritieisms as may be available will be before 
ilie Select Comiiiittei* before it starts upon its labours, hi that way, we 
hope that nnadi time* will he sp.Mn d and tliat we shall be able to get through 
this legislation as early as possilde and thus leave the stocks free for other 
legislative measui\‘s. Sir, T move. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West c'oast au<l Nilgiris: Xoii-Muhamuiadan 
iiiiralj: Sir, 1 heartily accept the main principles embodied in this Jlill, 
•nd whih* d(.)ing so 1 wish to make one or two ohstnvalions. As lar as 
eiiii-ralion, repatriation and other kindred things are concerned, this 
]hll is fairly perfect, hut thoe are one or two ver\ important matters 
which, according to my view, have been etanpletely neglected. lu the 
first place, the Hoxal t'ommis-«ion on Labour in Cliaptcu* X\1 of their 
ia’])f)rt have suggi‘sted a statutory machinerx for fixing wagi's. In subse- 
quent Chapters, they make' a sja'cial rceommeiulaliiai f«>r a Himrd of Health 
*uui Welfare, maternity hjaiefits and other thiuLTs. Ifegular and prompt 
paxment of wages has also to hi' naturally provided for. All those things 
have been eoinplctcly left out in this Hill. IVrhaps the Ilonourahle the 
M(Mor is taking ri'fugo in the belief that they are matters Um' Local Govevu- 
uients to deal with, but, Sir. we know how the maeliiuerv of Loeal Cioverii- 
tuonls move s in this country. Unless flio Government of Tndia bring pres* 
Miro to boar upon the Local Governments, legislation on tlieso matters are 
at all likely to be undertaken. T tliorefore ri'qiiest (he Government that 
they should consider earnestly whether it will he possible to include these 
U’ovisions also in some form other in this Hill: otherwise, they must 
Pi’oss upon the Local Governments the imperative ne(*essity of taking up 
immediately the necossarv legislation on those lines, unless tliat is done 
will bo tackling only the fringe of the problem. With these few wm^ds, 
1 support the motion to refer the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. ^Abdul Matin Chaiidhury (Assam: ^luhammadan') : Sir, this i? a 
^^yy important measure. Tt’ will affect the future happiness and W‘*U- 
of thousands of workers in Assam tea plantations. It is therefore 

B 
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very necessary that the House should realise the true implications of this 
Bill, that it should have an idea of the dangers and pitfalls to which it 
exposes emigrants to Assam tea gardens, and that the House should 
examine very carefully the sulHcieiiey of the measures that are proposed 
to be taken to safeguard the interests" of labour. ^I’his Bill is primarily in- 
tended to facilitate the How of labour to Assam tea gardens. It is intended 
to remove the restrictions that hamper the flow of labour to Assam planta- 
tions and to solve the j)roblem of scarcity of labour which the tea gardens 
are supposed to be siilferiiig from. Now, in a poor country like ours, 
where unem])loyment is chronic, it is pertinent to inquire why is it that 
labourers from distant parts of India do not Hock to Assam gardens when 
there is a great demand for labour there. Why is it that some of tiu* 
Local Governments lind it necessary to prohibit recruitment- for Assam 
lea gardens in tlieir own jurisdiction, and why is it tliat iho tcf^ planters 
find it necessary to spend as much as Us. 15(1 per recruit to get labourers 
from outside? On no other industry. Sir, in Assam is it necessary to 
spend monc'V on recruiting organization. The Assam Oil Company at 
Digboi is able to attract recruits without any recruiting organiz.ition ; the 
B. (). (’. oil wells in Sylhet and (\‘K*har ari‘ workc‘d with local )uen. .\ssain 
S(‘nds labourers even to other parts of India. There' ari‘ about 4.1X10 labour - 
ers from iriy own district, Sylhet, in Jamshedpur. In Calcutta, Howrah 
and Kidderporc there are about lO.OOf) unemployed men froiii S,\lli(*t 
waiting for opportunitic.s of employment in sea-going vessels. Why don’t 
all these men go to the tea gardens of Assam and seek employment there? 
There are about six lakhs of men. ex-tea garden lahourors in Assain; \yh\ 
don’t they go to tea gardens? The only conclusion to ho drawn from nil 
this is that the (conditions of life and work and also wages in tea cordons 
are not su(*h as to tempt anybmly to go then* and seek service there. Tr» 
the year 1027 the British Trade Union Cf»nfrress sc'nt a delegation to India 
to study the labour (*onditions here. The d(*legation consisted of M(‘ssrs. 
Purcell, a Member of Parliament, and Mr. Hallsworth, a prominent Trade 
Unionist. They made inquiries into the condifions of lalxjurers in Assam 
tea gardeiis, and as to wind these observers say I shall road out a few 
lines from their Report : 

** The %inry of the poor labourers in (be ten gardens in Awnm is nbont ns sordid ft 
one as could possibly bo ielate<l. 7'ho official statement on wages, it will be noticed 
ineludos many things and even then makes a most miserable show' in putting down the 
amount of wages for a month’s labour. Tf the biphest- fipuro is taken, including all (l»o 
items named, the eombined labour of husband, wife and child brings this liuman trinity 
only one shilling and three pence per day ! 

We I’efrain from nairating the many other facts which wore garnered, except tlie 
significant one that we witnessed a group of men, women and children working away 
together, while about five yards away was a planter's young assistant- proudly liupping 
a whip.* This wo regarded as gomi proof of the “contentment” prevailing among the 

tea ;.ar(len population. 

Our view is that-, despite all that 1ms been written, the tea gardens of Assam are 
virtually slave plantations, and that in Assam tea the sweat, hunger and despair ota 
million Indians enter year by year. ” 

This is how thc-so trained ol)scrvors dosoribc thft conditions of Irihonrers 
in Assam tea gardens, and T am not aware if condifions have impro\ed o 
anv consideraide extent sinc(^ tliey submitted this Report. If wc arc 
to ^meourage (‘Tnifp*ants to go to the tea gardens where conditions are sue 
us have been described by Messrs. Purcell and Hallsworth, it is not mero , 
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enough if you make provision for safeguarding the interest of tlio labour- 
ers from the time they leave their homes till they arrive at the garden and 
repatriate them after three years if they want to, hut what is by far ihe 
most important is that they must ])e assured of a reasonable standard of 
life and work during tlie years of their stay i.ii the gardens. This is what this 
Bill fails to assure. No doubt tin* Koval Commission rceoniinended llie 
withdrawal of the powers of the l.oeal Government to prohibit lenaiit- 
ment to Assaiti, but they reeomnuaidi'd many things more; the\ recom- 
mended that (*omj)rehensive measures sliould be taken with regard to (Condi- 
tions of work, wages, welfares of the lalmurers in tlu* tea gardens, and I 
maintain that all tlu‘se recommimdalions should be taken togetlur as one 
conne(d(‘d whole and not ])iee(‘nieal, as has beem done in the presfait ease. 
To enForet‘ only those portions of tin* reecanmendations which facilitate 
recniitment to tea. gardens, and to ignore most of the recommendations 
whieli go to amidiorate the conditions of the labourers is most unfair. Sir, 
in tlu‘ (*ase of emigrants to (’eyion and ^falaya. the Government <^d‘ India 
insisted on certain regulations ludng laid down r(‘garding their wages, 
housing eonditions, sanitary and nu'dical facilities and so fortli before 
they agreed to send out ri*eruits. TluTe is no n ason why the Govennni'nt 
of India should not ecpially insist on laying down certain regulations on 
simihr lines in respect of emigrants to tlic Assam tea gardens. The Labour 
(!ommissi(in have tluanseKc's pointed out that the posdion in Asstim of an 
emigrant from Chota Nagpur is uoi different from tliat of a Telugu emi- , 
grant to Ceylon. They even go fnrthi'r and maintain that the (‘ontact 
between the recruiting district and the district of em]doyment is closer in 
tlie case of Ceylon than in the case of Assam. TluaM'fore. Sir. the need iov 
assuring a reasonable standard of life to tbcs(' emigrants when they are 
removed far away from their own native place is all tlie greater in the case 
of Assam immigrants than in the cast* of emigrants to Ceylon and Malaya. 

I. shall tell the TTouse what an* tlu* conditions that 1 consider essential 
and should bt* incorporated in this IKll befon* the Goverunu‘!\t can 
encourage emigration to Assam tea gardens. The first essential condition. 

I think, is that tlie emigrants in lea gardens and the general ])nblic should 
have opportunities of coming into closer ctmtact with eacli otlu'r llian is 
at. pres(‘nt tlu* case, and that tlu* general public should be giv(‘n the right 
of acc(*ss to the ti*a gardens. When Messrs. Piirct*!] and Hallsworth des- 
crilu'd the tea gardens as slavt* plantali(ms. I am prepart'd to admit that 
they Were little rhetorical, hut tiu'v wen* not verv wide off the mark. In 
tea-gardens tlie hih(^iin*rs live in lines which the public has no right of 
access. The public hiwo ns little right to go to these gardens without 
the Managers’ permission as they have tlu* viglit to go to a detention 
camp for d(*teniis without superintendents’ permission. Tho garden Manager 
rules there as the iiumareh of all he surveys. Tlu've are alunit OOO lea 
g.ardens in Assam, hut there is not one single labour (Organisation to 
protect tlu* interests of the labourers. The labourers thenist*lves are 
illiterate and the public are sliiit out from the gardi'iis. All over India the 
trade \mi(on movenu'iit is luaogvessing, hut in Assam plantations it is 
*^on-e\islent. It is impossible to start a laluour union as the public have 
no right of access to the gardens. The track' nnicon being non-existent. 

labourers remain ignorant even of the beneficial measures that the 
Government pass for their protection. And being ignorant of their rights, 
^■bey cannot assort or claim them and are tlnis ahs('>Uitelv at the mercy of 
^'be planters. The Commission recommended that steps should be taken 
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to secure closer contact between the tea garden labourer and the public 
outside. In the opinion of the Connnission, it was objectionable in 
principle that a large stretch of land where so many thousands of emi- 
grants live should be closed to any one who is interested in doing welfare 
work there. In the Assam Legislative Council they passed a resolution 
nsking the Government to give the public a right of access to the gardens. 
Before the Government help (ho tea gardens to secure recruits they should 
make sure that the tea garden lias ceased to be an isolation camp and 
that the public have a right of access there. 

Next as regards wages. If the labourer is assured of a reasonable wage, 
no further impetus to induce the labourer to go to the tea gardens will 
be required. Jlut with regard to wages the planters there are moving 
in a vicious circle. The\ keep their wages low and theri'fore they arc 
eonfronted witli a scarcity of labour. because they are confronti*d witli a 
scarcity of labour. tlu*y spend Imge sums of moiu'v to si'cure n'cruits from 
outside, and because they sjiend large sums of money on securing recruit a 
from outside, they ure forced to keep down their wagi* bill. In the year 
1929, this industry sjieut over a erort* of rnpe</s in si ciuing i-t‘cruits. Had 
tliey sptMit that money on the wages of the labourers, the wagt‘s could 
have been increased by 2u per cent. In ti vi*r_\ valuable memorandum 
that Mr. V. C. King, T. (b S., Cbaiiman of the Assam liabour Hoard, 
submitted to tlie Govermnmit of India, lu* (*l(\Mrl\ explained the inter- 
dopondonco between wages and reeruit numt , and I sbould likt‘ b> ri'ad to 
you a portion from ihat memorandum: 

“ T bolievo that not only doe«i the payment of hiu:hor rofTiiitins commiHsions not tend 
to establish a voluntary flow of labour to an industry hut it aotnally luilitatos against it. 
Till wages find their true level, therf> will not bo a free flow of labour to the tea industry. 
Once this level is reaehed, the scarcity of labour sluailil autouiat icallv disappear and with 
it would go the coin])etitiori amoimst employers to secure labour anti the nef'essity of 
paying recruiting commissions. Tn the meantime, employers shouhl realise that iho 
recruiting commission system cannot solve the ))roblem of labour scarcity, that it dfios not 
save them anything, and licit it deprives their lahonrers of henefits tlioy would securo 
under the free play of the law of supply and demand, 'remporary difliculties may present 
themselves in ciittinc: adrift from a system which has been in vogue for so many years, 
but if the industry is solidly comhinod those <iit!icuItios shouUl easily bo overeome." 

To solve this firoblem the Luboiir Goinrnission reeomincnde*! tin* estnl)- 
lisluucut of u sl;itulo?’\’ w?igf Hxifig iniU^binory to wliich my nnn()m*;»l)lo 
friend ilr. Tbnmp.iii lias reb'vred. tmd I consider that the (‘slablislimcnt 
of such a machinery should liave preceded introdueti^m of legislation in 
this House. 

As regards welfare eonditions, the Gommissinu mad(' many (li*iail('d 
n.'coTuViH ndatioiis with reirird to that; I am not going to discuss th(*m at 
present. Hut there Is one n^eommemlntion wlii(*h I want to emplaif^isn 
and w))ieh I think should have been enforced Ixjfore the passing of tins 
legislation, — the reconirriendation to which my Honourable friend 
Thampan has also rofern'd. namely, the establishment of a statnloiy 
Board ot TL'alth and Welfare. The functions of these hoards will ho to 
lay down regulations with regard to conservancy, drainage, sanitation and 
other w(‘lfare activities. T sliould like to remind the House that at 
instance of the f^fovernment of India the Federated States of Midaya m- 
-corporatod in their “'Labour Code" similar provisions in the interests of 
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Indian emigrants. I shall illustrate my point by reading a few sections from 
the Labour Code of Malaya. Under section 75: 

** Every female labourer shall bo entitled to abstain from work during terms of on® 
month each before and after confinement and, in respect of such terms, hereinafter jointly 
reforred to as ‘ benefit period * to receive from her employer maternity allowance to be 
calculated as provided in sub-section (^v■) lioroundor.” 

Section 70 runs as follows: 

“ The Controller may at any tiino by order in writing recpjire any emj)loyor on a 
place of employment whore ton or mrjro children of any one race between the of seven 
and fourteen y(‘ar.s, being dopcn<lnnts of labourers on such place of oinployniont, reside, 
to constniet within a reasonable time i<»be stated in such onler and tho:eafter to main- 
tain at bis own expense a school for such childien with such school teai her or school teachers 
AS shall seem sufheiont to the Controller, hut not in excess of a reasonable number.*’ 

100 lias the following: 

“The supply of water available for each labourer for drinking, cooking or bathing 
purposes shall not ho less than such nninher of gallons a day as the Controlloi shall by 
order either geneially or for any particular estate diiect.” 

Section 17C says: 

“ The Controller may at any time by order in writing require any employer to eonfetnict 
within a reasonable time to he staled in such order and thereafter to maintain at his own 
expense a hospital on or in the iiniiie<liatc neighbourhood of any estate upon wdiicli labourers 
are einph»yed by liirii with ueeoininodatiori for . iich number of patients as may be stated 
in such order, or if them is alieady a hos])itaI maintained by such employer to enlarge 
or adtl to such hos])itHl, si» as to provide aceomnuxlation for a further number of patients 
as stated in the ordcu* ; an<i may further rerpiiie him to employ a registered medical prac- 
titioner as defined by ‘ The Medical Kegistration Knaetment, 1907 *, to reside at and have 
charge of such liospital or any hospital maintained by such en.ploypr, and to provide such 
medical praetitioiu'r with fit and i»roper house aeeommodation to the satisi'action of 
the Health Oflicer.” 

In C\\\lon also tlic intc'vosts of lii(li;in einigriints are similarly protected. 
Section JbJ of the Kdiication Ordinance Xo. 1 of 1020, provides: 

“ It shall the <hify of the sujierintendont of every estate to provide for the verna- 
cular education of the children of the labourcis employed on ti e estate between the ages 
of six ami ten, to np])oint competent teachers, and to set apart and keep in repair a suit- 
able school room." 

In ilie ^fedical Wants Ordinamv, X<». Oof 1912, sietion 12 says: 

“ It shall lx> the duty of every superintendent — 

(«) to inainfain Hie linos of his estate and tlieir vicinity in a fair and sanitary 
eorulition ; 

(6) to inform himself of all eases ef si(*knpss on his estate, and to take such steps 
as ho may deem best for the immediate relief of the sick ; 

(r) to send nnv labourer to hospital when so required by a medical officer ; 

(cl) to send for the district medical ofiiccr in any case of .serious illness or 
accident ; 

(c) to inform the distrii't medical ofliccr within forty-eight hours of every birth 
and death upon the estate; 

(/) to supply at the cost of the estate every female labourer resident upon the 
estate, and giving birth thereon to a child, with siifticient focxl and lodging 
for one month after the birth of such child, and to take care that the female 
laboun'r be not reipiin'd to work on the estate for one luoiith, unless the 
distrii't medical oftieer .shall report sooner that she is fit to work ; 

(ff) to see that all ehiUlreii uiuler fho ago of one year resident upon the estate 
receive proper »-ai(» and nourishment and to eon. ply with all directions gi\*en 
by a medical ofticer under .section 7(c).’' 

All thij that I have ri'.id is mt'iviy illustrative. I want that in this 
identical provisions should l>e inserted to safeguard the interests of 
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the emigrants to Assam. This Bill, I maintain, is an incomplete Bill. It 
safeguards the interests of tlie labourers to a very partial extent and if the 
(lovernment are really desirous of serving the interests of the labourers, 
they should amend the Bill in such a way as to include all the provisions 
about the welfare of tlu' lalxmrers. 1 do not want to enter into a detailed 
discussion of tlu* provisions of the Bill, as in the Select Committee 1 shall 
hav(' ample opportunity of doing so, but there are two or three points to 
which 1 want to direct attention. There is the question of repatriation. 
I cvmsider that the c<niditions, under which labourers arc; to be rej)atriated 
before the expiry of throe years, require widening. The circumstaneos 
that aio enumerated in the IBll do not exhaust all tlie contingencies that 
may arise, and therefore to provide for unforeseen contingencies, the 
Cc'Jinmi.ssion recommended tlmt “for other siitVieicmt r(*asons“ the' labourers 
may he rei^atriatc'd c'arlier. hut those words “other suiViciiMit reasons” 
have been dropped out in the Bill. T do not see why (Jovernimait should 
depart from the roeommendation of the Commission on this impen-tant 
mattta*. Then as regaids the power of tlie Controlling Dfticer, the Com- 
mission suggested the appointment of an nfllcer armed with power for tlio 
proteetion of the interests of the labourers, but this Th’Il gives him powar 
only to inspect gardens and to inspect the rcawds. What is this good 
for if he cannot enforce his decision which ho considers to he in the interest 
of the labourers? This is what the (Commission intended: 

** What ia wanted Is an effective authority workinc: mainly in Assam and dohnitfly 
charged with responsibility for the emigrant during his journey and after his arrival anil 
ontrasted with adequate powers to protect Jiis interests.’* 

The powers that have been givim in this Bill to the (Vmt roller arc lu lllior 
effective nor adctpiate. I think, Sir, that the Controller should be vested 
with powers similar to those vi^sted in tlie Controlha* of Kmigraiits in ]\lal:iyji 
and Ceylon. There is one thing more that 1 want to mention, and tluai T 
have finished. T consider that the Controller and tiu* T)epnty Controjkr 
must he Ind’ans. I na‘an nn retlecli“n on Knropean olVu'ers, hut t.hi* very 
nature of flu- duties in which thev will he engaged rcrpiin's that those 
officers should inspire confidence in the labourers who an' ignorant and 
illiterate. They will he suspicions of F.uro]ieans, howc'ver well intentionod 
thev may he, and T hope that, when making the ajipointim ntH, this asjioet 
of the question will he borne in mind. 

Mr. H. B. Fox ('A<<^nm : l*jiro]»ean) : l"rom some of ihe reuiarlcs ‘n' 
last speaker, T think TTonour/thle ^fcTnbi'rs who know little of Assam and 
of the trai indn-try might ])crhap< fall into the error of thinking that the 
chief objc'ct of this Ihll is to confer benefits on a favcmnal industry. Such, 
Sir, is far from hfing flic case. Tliere is very lltth* sugar for the tea 
planters, either Britisli r)r Indian, in this# Bill, though the t(;a indnstrv is 
every hit as wortliy of tin; sympathy and tlu* lu'lj) of Honourable ^rcuihci’S 
of this . House as that of any other industry in Intlia. Tn the dim distant 
pa^-t, labourers in Assam were under penal coTitracts, and naturally the 
recruitment and employment of such labour was n'gnlatf'd by statute. 
those bvgone days Ass^ani was remote, inaccossiblo and unhealthy, labour 
\va?« difficult, tc) get and without the indenture, system it would have 
difficult to ke^'p, the more so ns the Government of Assam had vast tracts 
of virgin land lying undevelopt'd to which they did their best to attrac 
settlers. Honourable Members will be interesded to hoar that there aJ*® 
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'600,000 ex-tea garden coolies settled on 500 square miles of land which 
they hold direct from the Government of Assam, and these settlors were 
all imported at the expense of the tea industry. That, Sir, might probably 
be one of the reasons why we did not achieve a flow bacjkwards and forwards 
between Assam and the recruiting districts. Once labourers get to Assam 
and go on to Government land, they are lost to the tea industry. The 
dilBculty of obtaining labour in those days was responsi})l(* for tlie creation 
of a class< of professional recriiilers who reaped rich harvests at th(i expense 
both of the ten industry and emigrant. The situation inevitably gave 
rise to all sorts of ri'cruiliiig malpractices Jiiid as a result Assam acquired 
a bad name, lirst as a remoU^ and unknown place, a foreign land liko Tiji 
or Malaya. My Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudliurv still wants 
to treat Assam as a foreign eouutrv like Malaya. Secondly it acquired a 
reputation as a labour marked, wlii(di had no scjruplcs, either legal or 
liumanitariaii in the ma.lU‘r of |■('(•ruit iiig ; but thost; days art^ past and gone 
and it is# only the ling(‘ring memory of these stigmas that ‘is the cause of the 
}3ill which is b( fon* the House today. 1 maintain, and 1 have the support 
of the Itoval Gommission in maintaining that apart from the vague fears 
of the. rccrudeseencii of the old recruiting abuses, there is no justification 
whatevcT for tlie perpcdual ion of a system whereby one single industry in 
one province is b‘gally lianiptu-ed in tlu^ engagement of its labour force, one 
single industry in the whole of India and when I inform this House that the 
iiub*nturi‘ svstciii was abolisliid iu llUo, that, evta'v otlna* form of penal 
contract has been wiped off tlui Statuto-bo^flv, it will be obvious that the 
conditions in whicdi the old n'cruiting malefactor enjoyed both prosperity 
and immunity hav(‘ passtal away, tor it is the mobility of labour which 
renders the profi'ssional r<M*ruit(‘r ])ow(‘rless for mischief. This Bill, Sir, 
grants to tlu‘ einigrantM statutory rights of repatriation. The tea industry 
has no objection wbatt‘V('r to this, for in this matter the Bill merely 
cryst allist‘s into a (Iclinili* s\strm what has for years been a constantly 
growing practice. By these riglits the interests of the lanigrant in the 
matter of their emigration an* sf> fully safeguarded that there remains no 
justification wliatcvtu* for tlu' imposition of restri(*tions on roerniting. What, 
Sir, have the Ihnal Gommii^sion stafed? On pagi' 08 they have stated: 

“Wo rocotiimoiKl tliat tlio ])i)\vors to proliihit nxjru it i in* nt shouhl witlulrawn 
imrnodiatoly, and tliat in fiituro no harrioi’s should bo sot up to pivxonl tho normal play 
of social and oronoinic f»>n os in attract imx labour from ou«' inirf «)f fudia to anollior." 

That Goniniission luis detinitelv stated that they are satistied tliat emi- 
gration to Assam to work on tlie tea. plantations deserves em*ouragoment 
in the. interests of the labourer, and on pagi* olkS the Gtaninission states: 

“Wo ar<^ in onliro a--i*ord with ilio viow that tbo danger of sorioiw abusos afford 
die only just ifb'at ion for the coiit inuair-o of rontiml.’' 

The Statement of OhjiadH and Beasons attached to the Bill informs 
iis tluit the first object of the Bill ii^, while making it possible exercise 
Mich control .is mav hr just i lied and required by tlu' inti'n'str^ of the emi- 
grant, to ciisun'. that no restrictions are imposed which ari' not so justified. 
I he indusitrv, Sir, has no fear of thi'se. ihrc.-iteiii'd restrictions, so long as 
llie criti^rion of their introduction is the interests of the emigrant and not 
the inii'rests of rival (‘inplovcrs. (Hear, hear.) FiOt the Bill adequately 
I'nsure tliat, as it is intenih'd by the. Govonnnent oi India to do, and all 
the apprehension?# on the part of Iho industry on chapter IV will he allayed. 
As a ;natter of fact, I maintain that an unanswerable case could be made 
out for the total omission of chapter IV from the Bill, inasmuch as tha 
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interests of emigrantsi are impregnably protected against any recrudescence 
of grave abuses. It was clearly contemplated by the Koyal Commission on 
Labour that there should be a marked difference between the introduction 
of conti-ol over forwarding and the imposition of restrictions on recruiting. 
The fornior was io be the normal state of affairs; and unless and until it 
is considered desirable to do without f^uch control, the restriction on 
reeniitiiig was in no ease to be normal or automatic or procautionarv: ji 
was onl\ to be resorted to if a situation developed that made such restric- 
tions unavoidable. We find in the Bill, however, that the manner of intro- 
ducing a regime of forwarding (*ontrol and a regime of restricti'd rocruitinj,' 
is preciv'eiy tbo Same in ea(*li (‘ase, with no salegiiard wliatevt‘r Ibat tlu iv 
shoubl bt‘ eause shown before Ihe latter step is taken. J idaim. Sir. lleit 
it is not only reasonable but essential to introduce into this Bill sonic 
spoeitication the grounds that aknu' (tan justih a notifieaticai under see- 
tion 201 0 and to prc'serila as essential the ])revious sanction of tlu* (loveriiur 
Gcnevid in Council t<^ any such notification. If such safeguardn wvv iint 
given, tile interests (^1 the emigrants tlnanst'lves may bi* gravely |)rejndict <1 
and tlie tea industry will have no nlternativi' but to regard this Bill a^ ^ 
threat of an iiubdinite j)erp('tuation of a sysfian of unjust and umneritcil 
re.strielM.n l'<»r wliieli tluae is no [>arailel in Indai. (Hiair. lu*ar.) 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ('Bobilkund and Kuniaon Divisions: Xon-^rubani 
madan llural) : Sir, the Honourable gentleman who preceded me eon(‘ludc<l 
with the remark tliat in (a'l-tain eoiitingeneies f bin Ibll would be eliaraeteri/- 
ed as a “tlireat'' to tin* tea planters. Wln^n such apprehensions miv 
expressed in certain (*ireumstan(‘es from tin* F.nropean BenehcH, it beconn s 
more and more clear to Btaiebes on this side, of the House tliat we wen 
pretty right in making this a ])arty (pn*stion and seeing that it was refcrreii 
to <*1 Select ('(jinmittee. Sir, without mueb lu^sitation wc*. d(‘ei(l(‘d to i xteinl 
our support to tin* Honourable Sir Jos(*pli Bbon* for tin* simple reason tli.it 
he is only trying to give effect to the ree(»mm(*ndat ions f»f tin; Labour Coni- 
missiion. Tt is hardly neecssarv for me to make a lengthy s])ei'eli on tlio 
matter, l)ut the eonsieb'ration in tin’s pjirtieular affair should b(* entirely 
that of tlie labouring classes, — not so mueh tliat of the employers as that 
of the employed — and, Sir, I snpfiose, and 1 liopc* tliat that inip«>?*tMnt 
consideration will be prevailing when the subject is eonsider(‘d iii Select 
Commlter, Sii-, ;il the sann* time 1 agree witli the Honourable gcntlcni:!!! 
who preeed«*d me in sax ing that everything should la* done to make luattois 
attractive to labour in one* part of India by introducing eireumstanei's and 
offering faeilities lo enable* lliem to move 1o another part of India. Sir 
tb(? statntfiiy light to n-patriat ion, as pointed out bv the prf*eeding spe ila i. 
has alreadv been in practice. Thc*reforr, Sir, mv TTcmourabb^ friend 
got no .serious objections to putting it on tin* Statute-book. His apprelna- 
sionft were only in n gard to tlie restrictions in clia|)t(‘r TV, and these restric- 
tions an* a matter for examinafkm in tlie Select^ Commit tec* and tli(*r< t'ev- 
take it be does nf»t object to the reference to a Select Commit t(’e. T b^’P^' 
in this matter every attempt will be made in Select Committee to reeonc.F 
nntagcjnisms with a xdew to iri.nking the Bill satisfactory for its easv passa-jt . 
when it eTtKrg(:‘S from the Sedect Committee and comes brffore this TToii?^'- 

Mr. N. M. Josh! (Nominnted Non-OfTiHnl) : Sir, T aRrce with 
Horour.able friend Mr. Abdul Matin Cbandbury, that the present Bill i'' 
iTKjomplete oru.*, is giving effect to the recommendations of the Box*'' 
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Commission on Labour. I also agree with him that there is some risk in 
passing a measure of this kind implementing the recommendations of the 
Royal Comrniasinn sectionally, inasmndi as we may pass this Rill here to-day 
and we may not be able to perauade the Assam Government to pass legis- 
lation on the other recommendations within .a short time after these re- 
commendations an; given effect But Mr. President, I feel that although 
there is some risk in this proeerlnre, considering the (-onstitiitional position 
and considering all other cireunislances, it is better to take this risk instead 
of waiting for the time when fluTc will he simultaneous legislation on all 
ihe recommendations of Bn* lh»\al (!oininission on Indian labour. Sir, 
this (jiiesiion of the labour eoiulitions of plantations lias a long history, 
and all that history is not a vei\ pleasant one. I do not understand the 
eeinplaint oi my I lonoiirahh- fr,(‘nd. IMi*. Fox. tliat tliis is tlie one* industry 
which has hain nevine rc*st I’iet ioim pla{‘{‘d on it. Jlr* forgets tiiat ’f this 
is 111*- one iiulnstr\ w l»ieli li:.^ hair'pering restrictions placed on it, these 
hain])t‘i ing iTst riel ’mm had ;< The original restrictions were 

not really in the inlerests of the lal>oiir, hut were in the in- 
terests (if I hr employ rrs themselves. Hic* liistory is that the planters 
found t ditlienh to ?/et labour. TIk'v spent a large amount of money in 
secnr ng labour ;i};d ihrii appr< 'aclied the Govtannumt and asked tliat the 
labourer shoubl not ho allowtal to go beude to his district from his work 
and ilnis restrictions were- first ]»laeed upon the liberty of tlie labourer 
hiiuself. Thei’cfoii*. [ feid he was not justified in complaining that his 
industry is the only industry on which hampering restrictions have been 
placed. iram])(*ring r(‘strict ions to recruitment have htam now placed 
.siiuply l)ecair-(* the indust lialisls wanted to put hampering restrictions 
upon flu* lil»ert\ of the laiiourer liiinself. Uestrietions wtan* fir<t placed 
upon the labourer and tlien restrictions were placed upon the employers 
in the matter of nM*ruitment and other things. When labourers w^ere not 
allowed to go ha(‘k, naturally Asstnn got a had name and they, found it 
difficult to sociu’c n'cniits. Tn spile of the diflienUios. they went on reck- 
lessly i(‘i'ruiting thiougli their coiitract ors. witli the result that certain 
evils ert'pf in. aiul tlurn. in onle» to diminish those evils, the Govenmient 
of India h*gisbncd by putting certain restrictions upon recruitment. He 
cannot, eertainly coiniiluin about tliese restrictions placed upon recruit- 
nient. foi- oiu* thing hicaus,- thesr restrictions were nocossarv on account 
of Ihe I'estrietioiis placed upon tlu' labourer himself. 

I am not (»no of those peopb- who consider that plantations are an 
evil altogi'ther. 'Tht- plant alii ii- havi provided employment and provided 
fui industry. At the same time, it cannot he forgotten and cannot be 
denied that the conditions of plantations are not what they should be. 
The Honourable ^^‘mI>e^ from Assam said that, <ui account of the planta- 
lions firKl.OlM) p(M^j)le have hiam settled on land, independent of the planta- 
II is a fact hut slu.uld hi' not also consider the fact that, even 
After .")() years’ linu‘. I hi* iiulustry sliould not have been able to settle 
ftiifTicicnt people on the hind in Assam in order that lliey sliould gtd labourers 
locally. An industr\ that ha-i to n'cniit labour from a long distance, even 
after aO voars. urM not boast of the advantages which that industry 
supplies to labour. Thi' vm-y fact that they liavi' still to n'cniil labour 
bum long distances afliu- oO \ears shows Ihat the conditions there are not 
"'’hat they should he. \h)reover, as my TToniuirahle friend. Mr. Abdul 
Matin .Cliaudhurv. pinntid out. if otlmr industries in Assam get their 
labourers without, special rei'ruitmcnt, why «hould not the tea plantations 
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get their labour locally. I do not suggest that the position of the tea 
industry and of other small industries is the same. There is an essential 
difference between the small industries that exist in Assam and the tea 
industry. It is quite possible that other industries mentioned by Mr. Abdul 
Matin Cliaudhury perliaps get part of their labour from the tea plantations 
themselves, but they get tlieir labour from the tea plantations because they 
pay much more than the tea planters do. In the other industries, the 
wages generally are about one rupee a clay, whereas on plantations Uk* 
avonige wage per montli is about lis. 10 U) l\s. 15. 'Hiat is the gn;aii 
(liiTereiice between wages paid in tea plantations and tlie wages paid in the 
otiier industries in Assam. 

I am one. of those people who fei‘l that the print^a’ple of the rotaan- 
meiidatioiis of the Koval Commission as well as the principle of this Hill 
is very sound. The Honourable the Mover of this Bill statcal that the tir.st 
principle was that restrictions on recruitment sliould he removed. I feol, 
howe\er, that, the lirst principle ()r tht‘ Ibll is (hat tlu‘ lahouna* should ho 
free to go anywhere lie likc‘s in seareli of employment. This is a very 
sound principle. In India in agriculture, the wages are very low and on 
account of the low wages, (lie standard of living of the people is low. If 
this standard of living is to be raised by the raising of wages, the labourers 
must be free to go wherever they (‘an get hc‘tt(*r wagt's. Moreover I agree 
with my Honourahlt.^ friend Mr. Fox that the labour must hi* I'lohile. 
People must he able to go wluavver they can so lliat the wages will t-ond 
to rise where thew are low and on the whole the* wages in tlu? whole country 
will tend to ecjualiscu Them there* are oth(*r ]>aris of the country in India 
where in agi-icMilture ilie labourers are hond-slavos even now. In Madras, 
there is a sysKan wliieh is called hanibnt’^i or rritlil where 'the labouna* is 
a serf or a bond-slave t(» the sahulcai and the landlord. Tn Bihar, there 
is a system (‘alle(l the Icitnuauli sxstcaii by whicdi llu' lal)our(‘r, on fic(.*nnnt 
of the advances made to him, is lield in bondagi* by tb«* Hafnikar or the 
landlord. Scj long as tlu'se eonditions ewist in souk* parts of tlu* coiintrv 
■in agriculture, we must see tliat tbc.* lainnirt*!* lias some way to eseapi* frnin 
these conditions. AToreover 1 feel myself that travelling is a gevd thing 
even for labour. We 'all know that travelling broadt'iis our point of view, 
it sharpens our intelh*ot to some* extent. On the whole travelling doog 
tend to equip men bofter for the struggle in lib*. 1 tlioroforo f»*el that the 
labourer slmuld bi* left fn-e to go, wherever lie likes. \ agree* tliat. in niir 
(‘Oiintrv the woi-k’ug classes tn-ciny, on a(*eount the ignorance*, and on 
account of the-ir j)f>vertv, must he predected. There is nediody lieo* who 
will deny the fact thaf, altliouLdi the* laboure*r must be free to go wherewr 
ho likes, it is the duty rd ( loverminTit to piotee*t him wherever he 
either by le*gislation or by other medhods. I'ho principle that hihonr 
dese'Pve sy)e*eial yavd cftir ai i< aeee*pj rd all oven* the world. ddn*reh)re thf 
second f>rine*iple* of the* Bill is that lahemri*)* should he*, protected after being 
given freed'>m Iry go w}iereve*r he likes. He. sliould be proteeded on 
way to As^eam, aurl be protended in Assairi itself vvlioro ho is w<‘>rk*^y'?' 
This is tlie: sr'conel principle of the* Bill. This is also in accorelantn*. | 
the rr corMm(*nelations of the Boyal ronirnission on Labour. The B’ 
provides certain measures for the protection of the labourer during 
stages of hi.' jourm-v from recruiting districts to Assam. Tlic Bill y)re.va|S 
for registration and establishment of depots where the labourer should 
•provided with forjd, rest and shelter. It also provides for depots on t a 
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way and inspection of these depots. These measures are what they should 
be. ' 

The Commission has made certain recommendations for the protection 
of the labourer on tho plantations. First the Commission recommends 
that the labourer’s liberties should be secured and the labourer should 
Jiiive every facility to return home. Now, as rej^ards t'iicility to return 
home, tile Hill provides for the rij^ht of repatriation. I agree with my 
Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Cbaudhury that the right of repatria- 
thm provided for in the Hill is somewhat meagre and it should be extended. 

I myself hold <hat it is in the interests of the plantations themselves that 
they should provide a verv g(‘nerous right of repatriation to the labourer, 
so that he may feel that lie is really free and if the conditions are not to 
his satisfaction lie can ri'turn homc‘. If once a confidence is prodiu;ed in 
the recruiting districts that- it is ilui easiest thing for the labourer who is 
dissatisfied on plantations to return home, you will make your task of 
recruitment very easy, f would tlioreforc suggest to the planters to give 

1 PM ^ retuni ticket to every labourer in Assam so that when- 

ever In* tliinks of returning home ho may do so. I am sure 
evea-y labourer will not tliink of returiiing hoine simply because he has a 
return lick<*t. ln‘eaus(' when he >H‘tnvn home he may not have sufficient 
to eat. If flu* ennditions in Assam arc quite good, although a return ticket 
may he in liis pockid, tlu* labourer is not going to return homo. . But the 
point is that if llu! labourer frels that In* has every facility to return home, 
iliere will hi* a eonfideiieo in the reeriiiliug district that after all the condi- 
tions in Assam mav not Ix' so dark, and even if tl'ere is some doubt, the 
labourer will take sonu» risk and go to Assam to see what the conditions 
are. If the conditions an^ not good, he will return. I therefore feel that 
this riglit of n'patriation should he made as gemu-ons as it can he made. 

I agree with my Hononrabli' friend ^^r. Ahdnl Alatin Chandhnrv that the 
Hill should piovidr for general power being given to the Controller to 
repatriate a lahourei* f<a* any sullieient rea.Sim. The planters T am sure 
v.iil have sullieient eontideiiiM* in an officer appointed by the riOvernment 
of India that evrn tliough the. power gdvou t('. him may be very wide, ha 
is not liktdy to misnsi* that power. 

Then T h-(‘l tliat ia‘rtain ])>*ovisinns of tlie Bill provide for right of 
opatriation in f)ne \«'ar. 1 w»inld suggi'st to tin* j)lanlers that they 
should theinsi*l\ I's agree that this right also may he extended not to a 
’period of one M'ar hut whenever a labourer wants to go hack. Then, Sir, 
iliere Is a small point which I should like \n mention, and that is that 
a labourer i^ets a right (^f nM).'! riat ic »n if tl^e tanpli>yer i'> jvmvieted of 
assault. T nnsidf feel lliai i( staaild not he necessary f«')r a labourer to 
'«o to tlu^ eonrf and get his emploMU’ ('rnvieted of a«ault. Th»* power, 
"O far as the right of repai riat i«>n goi's in the matter of assault, should 
he left to till* Cnntndli'r himself. A labourer slioiild havi* tho right to 
eiake n complaint io the roller if his employer has committed an 
assault; and if tlie Controller is satisfied tliat the employer has done it, 
he should have tlu' pmver to r(']>atriatc the labourer. 

Then. Sir, the si'cond propi^sal T would make for improving conditions 

Assam is that tho liberty of the labourer on the plantation should be 
hu’thgr secured. The lvo\al Commission on Tiahour agrees that in spitG 
^f the disappearance of tlie legislation providing for criminal punishment 
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for breach of contract of service, the labourer is not entirely free. 1 shall 
just read a few lines from the lieport of the Eoyal Commission on Labour 
on this point 

The workers, for the moat part, live in linoa to which the public have no right of 
aecess. Access is not ordinarily withlield in practice, but, whenever the manager con- 
siders it necessary, n watch ia maintained on visitors, and there are almost always chauki- 
darSf part of whoso duty is to observe inovemonts to and from the line.s. It is contended 
by planters that no amount of vigilance can ktM3p a labourer who is <lotormhied to leave ; 
and ciiaukhiarfi ai-e probably omjdoycd more to prevent other employers from enticintr 
labourers than to j^revent the labourers themsehes from loa\’ing. At the same time, 
we had e\ idence that workers who wanted to leave oven a good garden without permis, 
sion found it advisable to do so by night. In speaking of a labourer who goes withoiu 
permission the term unixcrsally usotl i.s “ abscond ” : ami this term roilects accurately the 
position ill which the labourer on some gardens finds himself when ho wishes to sock 
employment elsowhoi’c.* ' 

"riu‘ f;U‘l is that even tocla> llu* lalioiiit r is not laitin ly I IhoiV’ 

foi*i‘ led that tlu‘ (lovernnuait slnuikl take uverv im'usiire to give a 
fee]i?ig of freedom to the lahourt*r. Tiie recoinnu'ndatiun of I lie Ifowii 
Comnii'^sinu is that tin* houses of the lahonrers should he approached bv 
public r«ja<.ls and there should lu* ])ul)lie roads even within the lines where 
the houses ari‘ Inhlt. My HonourahU‘ friiuid Mr. Fox says it will introcliiee 
disease. Disease is not pn ventt'd from coming simply if you call a road 
a private road and il will eoim* in if \on call it a pnhiie road. I feid. 

Sir, tliat the (lovermnent should take sti‘ps immediatids to sc‘e that all 
roads leading through the plantations to tin* houses in which the labourers 
Jive shonhl lx* made ]nil)lie. My own view is that tlu? ( lOViU’nnient should 
declare tlie.so roads to he pnhiie (‘ven without giving any (‘ompensation. 
The ]d;uiters did not pa\ ver\ Inige prices for the lands which they got 
from (jovernment ; they got the lands vtuy clK‘a]). and they havi* made 
protit.s during the la.^t oO years. .\nd there is no harm at all if (lovorn- 
ment declares all the [irivate roads to he pnhiie. 'riien the workers’ 

liberty in plantations is restraini'd and reduced by the action of the planlovs 
themselves. Hr* jilanters have made certain agreenuaits amongst theni* 
selves: they have madt* agreements amongst tluanselves about wages so 
that the wages on om* plantation should not he increased; tiujy have made 
agreements amongst thems(dve> not to take . . . 

Mr. H. B. Fox: T do not think tliat is the case. 

Mr. President: Honourable Memlxu's pro])(>s(*d to \)r ap])ointod to the 
Scdect Oanmittee are giving expri*ssion to their views at great length. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Tt is rpiiti* true that T am one of the Members of the 

Select (Vanmittee, and I nni hoping tf) \)o able to attend the meiging ol 

the Select ( 'oinmift er-. Tint I arn anxious. Sir, that those Momhors of 
this House wdio are not inemlxTs of the Sidect Committee will study 
the Bill in the vacatifm which they will get and 1 want to place a iew' 
l^oints l)(‘fore them for their benefit. 

Thfui, .Sir, the planters have, an agreement amongst themselves not to 
em]doy cprh other’s labour. This again restricts thc^ lib(‘rty of the 
labourer. It is <piitc true that the planters may s<iv that they have every 
right to do so. They may liavf; every riglit to do so l)ut at the same tim® 
the fact remains that the labourers are not an organised body and they 
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are ignorant and illiterate; and if the stronger party is allowed to make 
such agreements as will restrain the liberty of the workers who are weak, 
T suggest that Oovernriient will ho justified in declaring all liaise agree- 
ments to be null and void. Sir, it is in this way that the fioverninent of 
India can secure the liberty and freedom of the labourers on ])lantations. 

Then, Sir, the Eoyal Commission on Labour has made certain re- 
commendations for im[)roving conditions on plantations. They liavi‘ made 
recommendations as regards establishing machinery for fixing a nhnirnum 
wage; they have made rcoommendal ions as regards establishing boards of 
health and as regards ediu^ation, mikI certain othca* recommendations for 
prohibiling the employment of children before a e(‘rtain age. I feel that 
all tliese profx^sals should he giviai effect to without loss of lime, so that 
the real principle of the Itoyal Coinmissiorrs recommendations, namely, that 
the labourer should he* ma(h.* free to go anywhere he likes but should be 
j)roteeted in thi* proviiK'i; where lu*. goes for his work, will Ije given effect 
to. 

1'here is only one more point, which I would mention before sitting 
down; and that point is this; that whatever we may do here in the 
i’eiitral J ^.‘gislature, a gi\ al deal will havi! to be done for the labourers on 
]>lanlations in Assam and in the Assam Legislature. I hope that the Gov- 
ernment, ot India will do everything in tlu‘ir ])Ower to S(.*e that the labour 
on Assam plantations will he liillv rtg)ri*s<‘nted in the local Lt*gislalures. 
We must r(‘alise that laboiinas ui Assam are not educated and are not 
able to ])ut torward their own ease bi'lon^ thci I'ranehise Committee and 
before the Government. Ihit 1 liope that the (loverninent as the trustee 
uf tlu*se illiterate* and ignorant masses will lake* eve/y step to see that the 
lal)t)urt*rs in Assam will get ade(|uale repres(*ntati(m. I fei*l, Mr. Presidenf, 
lhat if they do not get sulViei(*nt re'presiaitalion in the Assam Legisla- 
ture, wliattwer we mav do in tin* (h'litral liOgislaturo here, the labourer 
Ui Assam will not he ade(|uately pn^tecied. Assam is a province where not 
only in old times liu*re was planters' nij hut 1 feel that in Assain the 
])lanlers’ r-ij Tiiav eontiiine i*ve’i under tlu* new ccmstitiitiim. F therefore 
hr.po that the (lovornment will do everything in tlieir ])ower — thev should 
approach the Franehist* Coinmiltec? and they should approai*h tht* Assam 
Government to sec* that adequati* representation is given to the labourorg 
on plantations. There is no st'etion in Assam which is free from the in- 
duenec of tin* ])lanters. Thr Government are dominated by the tdanters; 
tlu* officers are dominated by tlie planters; tlie legislators are to a large 
extc'ut dominatt'd by tlu; planters; and if the present state of the labourer 
being nnrepn‘sented in tlie Legislature continnos, there will be no protection 
for the labourers in Assam at all. I liope that this defect will he 
remedied. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes Past 
Two of the ('!lock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes 
Past Two of the Clock. Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. fiitaramarajlii ((hmjam nnn Vizagapatam: Non-Mnliammadan 
Kurnl) : Sir, after hearing tlie Honourable IVTcniber from Assam, Mr. Fox, 
one would think that Assam is verily a land of paradise for Indian 
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coolies. Tile Honourable gentleman said that nowhere exeei^t in Assam 
were there such restrictions imposed on the recruitment of labour, but 
may I ask him whether there is any part in India where the same condi- 
tions which are obtaining in Assam prevail. H(* says that this Bill is 
intended for the benefit of emigrants. I hope it ina\ be, and I wisli it 
were, if it were in the interest of the emigrants th(‘mselves, then 1 
woulil ask why of all the* reconmuaidations of the laibour Commission 
this particular recommendation, which is llu‘ least lH*ni‘ficial to the enii- 
giaiits, has been taken up wlu*n other matters of a more weighty charaettT 
have vemaiiu'd untouehecl. Tn this cpiestion two partit‘s are involved; one 
tlie emigrants and the otlaa* are the eiuplovins. \V<‘ have had the benefit 
of hearing tlu‘ emjdoyers’ point of vii‘w ahout the merits of this j^ill, 
.but unforlunatt*ly W(‘ liave not had the privili'gi* of luairing the emigrants’ 
point of vii*w in thi< House, h»*ea.use lalxiiir is not direcllv representetl 
here, altliough tla/re is my friend Mr. doshi who. if I ma\ la* permitteil 
to say so. is only a lal>onrite h\ adoption ( r.aughtt'r), and in the ahscnic- 
of labourers tln'mstdves it is Vi*ry ditVieiilt for iis to say liow tlu*ir interests 
are safeguarded, and it behoves us all that \\e shouhl treat this measure* 
as a trust and administer it as a trust fin* the sf'h* l)en(*tit of those poor 
labourers. The prineijih* on which this Hill is basiwl is stat(‘d to this, 

that thei’e should b<‘ a I'cuiioval of the restriction on the fret* flow of 
labour in the country. On the faci* of it. there can be no ])ossibU‘ (jiU‘stion 
that tlie principle appears to la* sound. Thit I would like* (o ask wliai 
was the naturt* of thost* restrictions .and who were tin- authorities wlw» 
have imposed tliox* restrieticais an<l who are tlie peoph* atVe(‘ti‘d hy thost- 
restrictions. If w«- look a little mor<* deeply int() tiu* matte*!*, au* find 
that the restriction on the free movenunt of lahoiir is im]a)seil not sf. 
much on tlu* laliom* itself as on the emplo\ers’ poweis of reevuit iiieni . 
Here the employers ])\ various melhods lia\e been recruiting pef)])h* anrl 
the way in which th(*y have* been discharging those* duties has become a by 
word of reproach and in sfjme re-peet< a '■ieamlal. ['nder tiu'ise (;iv(*iiin- 
fclances. certain restrictions wen* iTiiposi*d by certain Hrovineial (lovernments 
t.> prevent not recruitment in all cases bui certain methods (*mployed in re- 
cruitment. and in certain other eas(*s to regulate recruitiueut under c. ilain 
conditions. Therefore, it would seem tliat the ?’i*^trietions are uu ant to act 
against Ibe free exercise of the ^ employers* rigid of recruiting people 
from varifiiis parts (d India, Therefore. I say flN*ri* is no restriction ofi 
the labour itself to go and seek emploMnent in .\ssam. The n‘stricfiori 
18 entir(‘ly a restrict if »n fiii recruit meid, or rather on tin* m(‘tliods of 
rccrintment. Such l)cing tin* case, oue would liki* to know what safe- 
guards there are. so that these people, who have lH*en notoriously illiteralr, 
who Jinve be<*u helpless aufl who liave been t(*mpfed bv all sorts (»l 
promi.ses by the agents of tlieKc* emp!o\ers to forsakt* their lioines anil 
go to distant lands never to return any more, may not lx* dcframlcd- 
Now, the Bill aims at nunoving' that prf)ti»ctio]i wbieb has been aiM'onlr^ 
up to now to tin* labourers. In return for that, I must in fairness aihuit 
tliai the Oovernment of Tndiu liave nrit altogether lu'glected tin* case 
the labourers. They sav that they an* going to impose in substitution 
for that protection certain rnk*s so as to give flicrn free elioiec und ^ 
right of repatriation. Thai is the second principle of fla* Bill. 
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bir, I come from place vvIpcIi is considered to be a fair recruiting 
ground tor these labourers to Assam. The Honourable the Mover of this 
Bill has also some knowledge of those districts from which this labour .is 
recruited. Sir, i have a little kiunvlialge of how r(‘Cruilinent by the agents 
of the tea planters is made in iii\ part of the eoimtrx . (Jur country, is 
poor, Sir, and particularly those districts which 1 have tlie honour to 
rej)resenl are vt‘rv p(H)r. The laud is very much crowded aud iy not 
fruitful when eompared to otla r places like' those in tin; (hingetic valley 
or in till* J)eit}i districts. 'Ihercfore, it is a great inducriuent for the 
labourta's to l(.*a\’e the district. If au^ oiu; goes and (jjfers tiicni substantial 
amounts as wag(‘s and also enipK.nment, the*} will iiiiinediately follow 
them, hi'caiise, as I said, land iy »>\ererowded and is not aljii* to support 
them at home. The ag(*nts of tlusi* tea planl<*rs go to tbcsi- villages and 
give tJiese poor ])i*opli- a little cash to start with, i few riijn*es a hii-h to 
the agent is not inueh but whicdi to the j)oor iabourej' is \er\ tcmj)t.ing; 
then he is prcuiiised all sorts of things, and among others 1 ma\ nientir)n, 
p;u*ti(*idarl} when ilex* agi-uis dc.d with young men, thev aiv even 
promised two wives. (Laughtt r. ) A wise man would consider tliat eveu 
one. wife wouhl he too many, but tlu*se are po(jr labourt‘rs without any 
education. thc\ nn* ignorant and knowledge naturally comes a little late 
to tlii'in. H\ eni|)lo\lfig sucli nc thoc* . tliese poor pt^opU.* are tempted 
t(» the tow FIS. W ith cash in their pockets and plenty of scof)e for eiijoy- 
nu*nt, with all llie nic(‘ tilings that they are givtai to eat ami with the 
pvomisi* that tlie\ would bf eating likewise tluavafter and with so many 
other lacilities to have a good time they are promised, these poor people 
art* enti(a‘rl awa\ to the neanst town. Tiie\ are trken thei’e to all sorts 
of disi’epnt able houses and are demoralised; and often tliev are taken 
to (li’ifiking l)()otIis. In this coJidition. Sir. these poor, illiterate people 
ai’c asked to enter into a i»>ntract with tiu* emploxers. Tlu* wav in 
wliich tin* indenture s\st« in has b. .‘u woi’king was a big scandal. A hue 
and ei} was raised against it, at>d as a result thi* Ih’ovineial ( lovcTinnents 
came to the rescue of tlie^c la'ople and ])assed certain h‘gislatioii to* 
pi’cveiil this sort of propag:iiid.i. 'Idiat legislation proleettal the labourers 
IVoFfi f.-dliFig \iet lies to the ae-nts in the manner tluv did. Such being 
the case, it is \cr\ dillicnit lo believe that cveFW thing tliat can be done 
could b(' done umler this Aci imloss the Si*leet t’orninitlie go into tlie 
very dt*tails of tins (pie^iion :;nd see how best lb. v can. if not actually 
siibslilutt*. at least secui’e ecpial protection that these labour(*rs W'ere 
liitluTto I'lijoN ing by sneh ruK s as w»)nld makt* it impossible for any 
oxploitation of lalionr in tlial diri'ction; or else it is very diiVicult ttv 
iindersland how ibis nieasiii-i* wdl be useful. 

Mr, B. Bas* (Orissa Divisiim : Non-Muhanimadan) : T am a good deal 
int(‘rcste(l in tliis im-asui’e. I conic from Orissa, and since lift'd lots 
ot ])eo|)le havi* left Orissa and tiu'v have never retuiau'd to their homes. 

• As far as ]. nndeistand from ni} llononrahlc frit'uds Mr. Fox and My. 
Joshi tlicFv ;in‘ at present oO.ODO Ori\a labourers em])loyed in the Assam 
fva gardi*ns. Nine \t\Mrs ago wlieii 1 hecanu* a Member of this House, and 
^ound Tuv Honourahli* frit'nd Mr. Joshi h.irhting his solitary battle on 
the floor of this House against a House that slu^wed him no sympathy 
^itli problems of labour. m\ heart went out lo Mr. Joslii. and from that 
djiy, whenever any nu'asin\‘ I'anu* up hefon* the He^iise for ameliorating 
^1 k* condition of tlie workimg classes, ^^r. Joshi always had my sympathy. 

hoard to-day Mr. Jiishi, 1 found he was speaking in a tone of 



:2994 LBGisLATivjS ASSEMBLY. [5tu Apuil 1932. 

; ■ ■ : ' 

[Mr. E. Das.] 

jubilation, lie was si^eAking in a tone of eonfidciiee, as if was the 
Jiainsay iMacdoiiald of India on the eve of the formation of the ^^ationul. 
Cabinet. No doubt he had every reason to express satisfaeliou, because 
to-day he linds tlie two stalwarts of Governiueiit, the lloia)urable Sir 
Joseph Hliore and niv friend Mr. Clow — and 1 liope iny HoJKjurable friend 
• Mr. Cl ./\v will speak later on — two stalwarts of the GoNernnuuit agree 
with liiiii and are carrying out the spirit for wliiirli Mr. Joslii worked fur 
the last 11 years on the floor of this House. In the years 1924-20 1 used 
to tiiid, when a question was asked about the Assam laboui*, the gentle- 
men who readied from the Treasury JleiieJies were unsMupallietic mid 
they used to contest at every stage Mr. Joshi’s idiargis. jlut to-day 
I find, after reading the Iteport ut the l{o\al Commission on Labour, at 
least my Honourable friend ^tr. ('low’, who is an (‘\pert on the side of Gov- 
ernment on labour problems, agreeing with mv llonourahli* friiaid Mr. Joshi. 
It lias taken ilr. Clow: six t)r years to eoniij into entire agreimieut 

with Mr. Joshi. Tliat is a good oiium. Thai show s that I he wmrltl is 
tending towards socialism and tow'anls dealing with the working class(?s 
humanely. 1 listiaied must attentively lo my Hoiiumahle friend Mr. Fox 
and I thought that during the first part of his sjx^eeli in* was reasonable, 
and he wanted that the working classes should bt‘ t rivaled })i(ij)erly. Ihit 
somehow he hinted tlial tht‘n* w as a conspirac\ w hereh\ tin* ( lovm-niiieiit 
and the represcmtatives of the working classes art' going to deal hardly 
on the tea gardens so thati that partienlar inihis1r\ m iy m)t thrive. My 
Honourable friend jxiinted out that in tlit* \ear 191. “> the penal conlraid 
system had been e.btdishetl. It might ha\'i‘ betai al)olishi!d tm paper, hut 
so far as 1 know the imleiitnre system coiitimied till I92d or 1921. 

Mr. H. B. l\u, 8ir. 

Mr. B. Das: It might tiot havt* iieen contiimed on paper, but it 
continued in practice. 

Mr. H. B. Fox: No. 

Mr. B. Das: When I spokt* last year <.n the Lescdntion ahf)nt forctd 
labour, I said that alt bough in actual writing it does iiot eontinui\ tht‘ peiad 
system continues under the <-ivili'-ed administration of tlie Ciovi-rmiu'iit <>1 
India. Mv H(jnoural)le friend says, that tla* W(a’king classes an* |>aid well 
in Assam tea gardens. As far as I know, in 1922-24 the wage of an 
adult was l»s. 2 i,r Hs. 4. I admit thal it is thre(‘ times tliat now, it 
Rs. 12, tlianks to the (;tTr)rts of my Hononrahh- friend .Mr. .Joshi, and aLo 
to the kindly sympathy of my Honomal)lo friend Mr. Clow’. In 1921-25, 
we found people wen^ alhnv(*d wages of Rs. 4 wliich did not keep 
'their bodies and sf)nls togetJier. .And what liappened to those lal<h!=^ 
and ];‘khs of Oriyas w'ho left Orissa in fin* great famine of IH()f>? I'lyw 
never returned to their homes, heeanse the wn<g(‘S that wt're pflid in lu'nd 
and in money ntnoiinting to Hs. 2 or Rs. 4 never .*dlow(‘d tlu'in lo save 
suflTjcit.'Pt money to return to fhf*ir J^ornes. Sr>, f congratulate' mv Hoii- 
ourahle friend Sir Joseph Ehore on hrin^dng in a rn«*nsur(' whereby there 
will be repatriation of .a labourer after ibree years. At least tin' man w>d 
go back to hi-* wife or to his children fnan whom lu’ liad Ix'cn sedneert 
Jilld separated, ‘sMuced aetually !)y the recruiters nr j*V(.*?i by the Lahonf 
B<^rds which Inve been organised by the Provinci«al (lovernincnts ^ 
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jpresent. Another thing that I welcome in this Bill is the abolition of the 
Assam Labour Board, and I welcome the appointment of a Controller of 
emigrant labour. My Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury has 
suggested that the Controller and Deputy Controller should be Indians, 

I am not concerned at present whether they will be Indians ; what 1 am 
concerned is that they sliould be humane. I have had occasion to hear 
that the members of the Labour Boards in Bihar and Orissa and in the 
Central Provinces recruit labour for these Assam tea gardens. There is no 
difference between this system of r(‘cruitment and what I have road of 
tlie slave drivers who wished to recruit slaves from Africa and transfer 
them to America. It may he that they do not recruit them under the 
indenture system, but the same* system prevails in practice. There can be 
no break in that system unless there is a complete change as suggested 
in this Bill. I wisli it had been possible for the Government to see that 
when labour is recruited, if sf)iric r>t‘ them wish to stay in Assam for long 
periods, a sufficient nunilier f)f women are also recruited from tlie local- 
ity from siniilar casti's. In the past it was not possible because, as my 
Honourable friend Mr. liajii pointi‘d out, the men were seduced to go to 
Assam under the pndext higli wages and they never returned home. 

They nev(‘r had a chance to writ<‘ even letters to their ])omes. Hf>w could 
they write l»*tters when tliesc tt‘a gardens are secluded areas and no iiiem- 
])ev of the juihlie is allowed to visit them or to meet these workers. When 
tire (V)utroller of Kniigraul Laiiour has organised his office, ho should 
keep a regular regisKu* oi all \v»>rkers tliat go to Assam and he should 
•ilso suT))dy a list of nu-u and W()men that an* recruited from particular 
districts to the (lisiriel olVa iaU «i} those <listri('ts so Hint wlien (*n(|uiri(*s are 
made ahoid the lalxairers wlio an* lost, the district magistvati* should be 
in a position to supp1\ tlu* information. It is a very [litiahle thing that in 
Orissa in alnaiSi (*very villagt* >*)u will find a man is absent for 20 ftr 30 
vears and no trace <')f liim lia< lieen found. 1 know that Ori>a lal)Oiir goes 
to Burma, t(') Ih'neal and other places, hut- they write to their homes, hui in 
tlu' Assam tea L’'«rdens tin* lal)ourers are nevc‘r allowed io write t«) tln'ir 
relations. Wlum my Ilonouralde friends ’^^r. Amar Xath Dutt and Mr. 
^^i^ra sp<'ak on tliis motion, tliey will reveal how even educated men liavo 
been eoena'd in th»' past mubr the indenture syf;tem and they were not 
nll()W('d to write letter'^ to tlnar hom(*s. So. when tlie intention of the 
riovernment and of my TTnjiourahh* friend Sir Tosopli Bhore is to produce 
humanised eom1iii{ms, it is not ton mucli for me to ask that every labourer 
who goes to Assam even imdtu* tin* ]>resont system should he helped to 
keep in touch with his home. 

^fv friend Air. Fox said that it is the tea planters who gave travelling 
allowance to tliese indentured labourers in the past to whom the Govern- 
ment of Assam had irivi'ii six lakhs of acres of land to cultivate and settle 
‘hm n. T do not know wliom to thank for this, the Government of Assam 
the tea planters. Tlie t«'a planters took away men from their homes 
under a systt'ni of formed labour as it exist.s in Africa to-day. and when 
these Inhonrors had no money to *zo hack to their homes, the Govcniment 
Assam came to tlieir n'<eiie and gave them coHain plots of land. From 
^'^hat T know of Assam, fhe Government have too much land with nobodv 
cultivate if and if tyiv fritmd Mr. Fox and his predecessors take credit 
it. T think the credit is nf>f dm' to ^hmn. Serious charms wen' made 
hv my friend "Mr. Abdul Alatin Chaudhury and my friend should have 
pleaded guilty to the lYiisirikev; made hv his predecessors in the past. 

0 
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Instead of behaving as civilising agents, they behaved us slave drivers and. 
they treat(‘d tlie labourers in the most inhuman way. These people ought 
not to have l)een seduced from their homes. I believe they paid their 
agents something like Its. loO per head. 1 wish that all that money comes 
to the labourers in the shape of wages instead of going in bribery and to 
the Labour Board, which although the (jovernmcnl and my friend Mr. 
Clow Tiiay toll mo is a humanising organisation, is tlio inhoritor of traditions 
of the old indeiiture systoni. AVith thoso few words, I wiiole-heartedlx 
support the Bill. 

Mr. A. O. Clow (Government of India : Nominated Oificial) : Wo havi 
liad a long debate. Sir. and to nit* an interesting ()ni‘. 1 do not propose 
to go into the points of detail that liavi* been raised. 1’bey were raised, 
T think, entirely by Honourable Arembors who it is proposed should serve on 
the Select Comniittee. and they can be b(*tter discussed tliere. I would 
bowevto* like to say just a little about the principles of tlu* Bill, and about 
certain ])rineiples wliich are not in tlu* Bill but wbicii I gJither son it* 
]\Ienibt*rs would have liked to have scon there. 

Of tlu* priiieiple ot rej)atriation I have heard no critieisms. It afford.^ 
indeetl an answer to a good many of the ditUculties whieh some of m\ 
Honourable friends mentioned? As regards what was said by ni\ frienil 
Mr. Das. this is reall\ a safeguard, tor it pr()vid«.‘s that the man if hr 
wishes can get into toiudi with his own country, and that he will hi 
able to return there if be .so wants, with his family, within three years. 

I would i*inphasize here, in ftiirness to the plantm’s and in reply to tlu 
suggestions that conditions in Assam are not on a high moral plaiu*, that 
the\ unlike most employers in Jndia Jiave always tried to recTiiit fatnilie." 
mthei tiian individuals. I have no reason tc) l)elit‘vi* that in Assam, tlu- 
high standard which is maintained throughout tin- Indian villages is lua 
fully sustained. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Fatil (Bombay Southern Division: Non-i\ruham 
nifulan L’in il): Is ii(,t tlie population of female workers more than tlu 
ja)pulation of male workers? 

Mr. A. G. Clow: It ma\ he so. I havi- not the ai-tual figures hefon- 
ine hut there is a much bcttei* sex ratio hen; than in anv centre of industv\ 
111 India. 

J he ijiain principle of tiu; Bill js tlu* abolition, so far as it is possible, 
of restrictions on the free movcjjieni of labour. Tho emmeiation of this 
seems to havt* misled my Hononrahlr friend Mr. Alxlul Matin (liaiidhiirv. 
who m some other respects, such as the extent of the Controller's powers, 
did nr>t .seem to be vor.v familiar with the provisions of the Bill, into sup 
posing^ That \ye were in some curious uav giving the Assam emplo\ »‘rs 
s^pcaua. facilities for stimulating, I fliink he said, the flow of labour. 
Actually the po.situm is somewhat difforenf. So far from giving t]i«* 
Assam employer spccml facilities, flic Bill cither continues or imposes uj)on 
him restrictions to which no other indii.strv is su])ject and to which not 
even the planters in other provinces will be snhji'ctod. 

t.- Ohaudhury: Ts it not a fact that in some of tbo rli?- 

tners ot the- Lnited Provinnes roornitnir-nt for Assmii is prohibited. TTnder 
c provisions of this Act, thev will be frei' to reernit from those districts : 
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Mr. A. O. Glow: It is perfectly true that certain districts of the United 
Provinces are at present closed to recruitment, but under this Bill there 
will be no possibility of saying to a person in a single part of India that 
lie shall not proceed to another part. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury: Is it not a fact that you are facilitating 
recruitment by this Bill? 


Mr. A. G. Clow; My Honourable friend Mr. Kaju suggested that the 
only restrictions imposed wen* thosi^ imposed on employers, but actually 
that is not the case. If he wen.^ to go to some of the men in the tracAs 
he was speaking of some of whom are subject to the grave disabilities 
mentioned b\ ilr. Joshi aiul say to them that Assam is a much better 
place, be might find himself in daiigia- of arrest, and if out of tlu* kindness 
of his heart lu; wi^re lo pull out u hov rupees and say “Here is your fare’* 
lie could <‘ertaiiil\ la^ subjected to a e/iminnl prosecution. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury; Wliy should not the Local Government 
stop it? 

Mr. A. G. Clow; 1 do n(»t propose to enlarge on that question. It 
ciin bt‘ discussed in tlu* SelecI (V)imuitiee. 

Mr. H. B. Fox; The ‘se districts in the T*"nited Provinces which were 
closed to recruiting were only closed for the benefit of the employers and 
the zamindars of tlie Unitecl Provinces. 

Mr. A. G. Clow: 1 tliink there is no advantage in entering into tliat 
controversy tliougli then* is (ruth in the suggestion that they are not in the* 
interests of labour. As a matter of fact, even when this Bill is passed, the 
employer in Assam will (*ontinue to he subject to peculiar restrictions. 
That, as Mr. Fox and Mr. Joshi explained, i.s largely the result of history: 
and my TTonourahli* friend ^fr. Has was treating us. I tliink, more to wliat 
is a matter of history than a recital of present day conditions. I am glad 
in .say that there is nothing now approaching indenture in Assam, and if 
Ibis Bill is passed tlie last mention of any kind of criminal eontiviets for 
iahourers will have disappeared from the Indian Statute-book. 

Mr. B. Das; Let us hope so. T agree with you. 

Mr. A. G. Clow: TIutc were other references t('/ entirely different suh- 
j<*<*ts. and T should like* just to mention some* of them in conclusieni. 
Thi‘re were* suggestions that tlie* re<*ommendations made by the Commis- 
in (’>t]u*r parts of tiie'ir report de^aling with sutdi questiems as minimum 
''’ages, health and wedfare* might have found a place in this Bill. Tliese 
‘'J (*f)urse stand eni a ve'ry eliffe*rent footing. In the* first place, this Bill 
denis witli migration, wliieh is a Ceuitral subject, where'as these subjects 
an* Provincial. Ill the second ]dace, the* Commissiem tlu'msidve^s did not 
’■‘"gard these* ria*omnu*ndat leuis as capable* of imme*dia(e appli(*ation. In 
iho cast* of minimum wages. the\ ret*ogni/.ed. that the* mate*rial was not 
available* and that a geuxl many statistieal and other inve*stigaiions would 
laive to b(‘ conducted bilort* thi* Tioeal Gewrnment would he in a position 
fo introduce anything of that kind. I may inform the TTenise that actually 
ffie* Assam Ge>vi*rmuent has taken one step in that directiem feX' it deputed 

c2 
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a gentleman very well known to this House, Mr. Gosgrave, to visit Ceylon 
last Christmas with a view to ascertaining how the minimum wage 
Ordinance was working in that island. As regards health, my Honourable 
friend Mr. Thampan knows that that is a provincial transferred subject, 
and it will be for the Local Governments to do what they think fit on that 
subject. Actually the recommendations of the Commission regarding 
health were not restricted to Assam; and if I were asked in what places 
they were most urgently needed, I do not think I should select Assam as 
the first. The Commission w^ere not under the impression that Assam was 
the workers' paradise to which some Honourable Members referred, but 
I can assure the House of one thing, namely that I know of no group 
of employers in industries who do so much for tlie healtli of their workers 
as the planters in Assam. (Loud Applause.) 

Some Honourable Members: The question may now he put. 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: Sir, 1 have nothing to add to what 
Mr. Clow has said. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Sir, with your permission, I 
would simply ask ])ennission to propose the addition of the name of Mr. 
Uppi Saheb Bahadur, who is much interested in Indian labour. 1 hoy)c 
the Honourable the Mover will have no objection. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: 1 havt* no objection if the Honour- 
ablo Member is willing to serve. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: He is willing to serve. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That t}ie Bill to ainonci tho law relating to emigrant la))ouror9 in the tea districts 
of Assam bo referred to a Selort Cornmittoo consisting of 'Sir Cowasji Jehnngir, Mr. 
K. Ahmed, Mr. C. Biswas, Mr. .Ab<hd Matin C’haudiiiiry, Mr. A. (i. OIow, Mr. If. H. 
Fox, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. B. N. Misra, Mr. H, 1*. Mody, Mr. (h ^lorgan, M'\ Tin 'J'iit, Afr. 
T. R. Phoolriin, Mr. ( Java Prasad Singli, Mr. K. P. Thaimpaii, Mr. Muliariirnud Yaiiiin 
Khan, Sir Frank Noyt o, Mr. S. Jog, Mr. ("ppi Nabob Buhatiur, and tlio Mover, and 
that the number of iner7ibor8 whose presence .shall be necessary to constitnto a meeting 
of the Committee shall Iw five.” 

The motion wus adopted. 


THE VOUT HAJ (’OMMIITEES BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce (S'ecretar^s Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill to ostablish Committoo.s in tho principal ports of pilgrim traffic to 
assist Muslim pilgrims to tho Hojaz \yo roforred to a Solwjt Committee consisting of Khan 
Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan, Sir Abdur Rahim, Maulvi 
Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur. Maulvi Muliammod Shafoo Daoodi, Sir Han Singh 
Gout, Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieut. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim 
Ali Khan, Haji Choudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, Mr. Rahimtoola M. Chinoy, 
and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
■to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.*’ 

It will be noticed that the composition of this Committee differs somewhat 
from the one to which I moved reference of another Bill this morning. 
The reason for that is that, as I think the House will agree, this question 
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of establishing Haj Committees at the ports is really a matter of domestic 
concern for the Mussalman community, and it is for that reason that the 
members of the Select Committee liave, with two exceptions, been found 
from the Muslim Members of this House. The two exceptions are myself, 
as the Secretary in the Department concerned, and Sir Hari Singh Gour, 
who has been added to the Committee owing to the desirability of having 
at least two Members on the (Jommittee who can, if necessary, act as 
3 p.m. Chairman. As regards the principle of the Bill, 1 think 

then? can he no question. It is only in regard to details that 
there may be some differences rd opinion and those can be threshed out 
in Select Committee. There arc5 one or two points on which I may perhaps 
comment. It would make things very^ easy for us if we could accept the 
suggestion of my Honourable frietul, Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, and 
accept the recommendations of all our Committees in to to. Had we been 
able to do that in this ease, it would have saved my Department and 
myself hours of work. No referen(*es to Local Governments would have 
been necessarv, and we should not have had to call on the Standing Haj 
Committee for the advice which is so generously and freely given. I have 
no doubt what(‘vor that the recommendations of Committees represent the 
best, hut unfortunately in this work-a-d .y world it is the duty of Govern- 
nient to dccifle how far of the host can be converted into the practical 
and that we have had to do in ibis case. We have had to consult the 
various interests concenied, anrl above all we have had to defer to some 
extent to the views of the Local] Covemmonts who are very keenly interest- 
ed in this iiL*i(ter. For that reason, the composition of the Port Haj 
Committees, which wo have suggested in the Bill, differs considerably from 
that suggested by the Haj Inquiry Committee in its Beport. It will be 
seen that the composition of the various Committees differs infer ac. We 
have got a ditforent (^oinmittoe for Calcutta, a different one for Bombay 
and a different one fop Karachi. The reason for that is that, acting on 
the advice of tin' Standing Haj Committee, which I should perhaps say was 
given by a majority, we have decided to follow the advice of the Local, 
Governments, But we are not laying down a rigid composition for the 
Committees : if it is found at a later date that any alterations are neces- 
sary, those can bo effected without an amendment of the law. I submit 
to the House that until some experience of the working of these Com- 
mittees is gained, it is desirable that we should adopt the course which 
has been suggested by the Local Governments concerned, as they have 
far more ai*ein*ate knowledge than I think even the Haj Inquiry Committee 
or the Standing Haj Committee would claim of local conditions and re- 
quirements. It is again exactly for that reason that we have not followed 
the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee that the Port Haj 
Committee should elect tlieir own Chairman. But wc have given power 
to the Local Governments to decide whether they will appoint a Chairman 
or will allow the Port Haj Committee to elect its own Chairman. That 
view is based on the argument, in which I think there is consideTable force, 
that until the re-eonstitnted Port Haj Committees have found their feet 
and are working smoothly, it is desirable that the. Local Government should 
exercise a certain amount of (•ontrol over their working, and the most 
effective method of doing that is that they should nominate the Chairman. 

Again with regard to the appointment of the officers and servants of 
^he Committee, the Haj Inquiry Committee recommended that the Execu- 
tive Officer of a Port Haj Coinmittee should bo appointed by the Com- 
mittee itself subject to tho approval of the Government. Hero again. 
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after consulting tho Local Governments concerned and acting on the advice 
of the Standing Haj Committee, Government have decided that at the 
outset the Executive Ofheer and other servants should he appointed by the 
Government and that the cost involved should be met from the Central 
Kevemies. Clauses 14 to 16 of the Bill arc designed to give effect to this 
proposal. The power io appoint Executive Officers and other servants will, 
as in tlie case of the Chairman, be helpful to the Local (hn'iTnment in 
securing the smooth working of these Committees. Another reason why it 
is desirable at the outset that the Executive Officer and other servanis 
of the C’ommittee should be appointed by Govemment who should meet 
their cost, is that we are m^t yet certain 1 h>w far the funds which are beiuj; 
placed at the disposal of the Haj ('ommittee, and which will be foim»l 
enumerated in clause 20. will meet their needs. Ex])erience atom* can show 
that. 1 would submit in conclusion that we are not laying down a rigiil 
method of ]n’ocedure. What this Bill dot's is to convert the* present H.ij 
Committees, which are purely consultative and advisory l)odies, into execu- 
tive bodies with definitt* powers. What it also does is to enahh*. Local 
Governments, as the Haj Committees prove their worth — I have little 
doubt the\ will — to enlarge their functions and to givi' them greatiT ])0\\ers 
without the necessity of coming l)ack to lliis House for amendments uf 
this measure. T submit to t]it‘ Hoiiso tltat tins is the best method of proiv- 
dure. With these words 1 would commend this motion for the aeceptaiicc 
of the House. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra (diitt agong and Knjshahi Divisions: Xoii-Muham- 
madaii Bnral) : Sir, in tin* Preanihlc to this Bill it is statial : “to (*stal)lish 
Committees in tin* principal ports of pilgrim traffic- to assi.^f Muslim 
pilgrims to the Heja/”. In the Stati'iia nt of Objects and Ih'asons it is 
said : 


“The Huj Inquiry Conunittoo thoroforo proposed flint tho Port Haj C'oininiff cos 
should coaso to be merely lulvisory and eonsultative budie.s and shcnild be I'ntnistod by 
•Iftw with the arlministration of all work eonnectofl with the pilsrrim traflb- at the ports.*’ 

If that is the* olijcct and if that is the principle. I have* no (juaiTnl fjirl 
I fully agree- with tlu* gc-n»-ral prittciph-s. but wh-n 1 go tlirongh some c.f 
thc.sc- c-lauscs of the Bill I find tlial in clause* I tin* Coiuinitl ci's are* consti- 
tuted in N’.ich a v.a\ that tli«*r« shall alwa\s he a. !uajo»'it\ of nomin.Mfid 
membe rs in all tlu sc f ’oumiit tecs. I should like If) malcn it. pt'rfeclh 
clear, if that is tin* j/rincipic which this House* is to be* c(»imniti('fl 
then I take e’xccpiifui to the principle. I have* seen that in clause' 1 tlicro 
is a prf)vision for Hi im inbe rs h*r tbe* Port of ('alcutfa for the* coinjjosit ic-n 
of Pf)rt Haj ( ’ommiite-cs. Of these* nu'mbcr.; lo arc nominated, and 
them as niaiiN as five* iiia\ In* officials and onl\ four me'mbe'rs are* to h‘' 
clc.ctf‘(l by the* .Muslim mcml<(‘rs f)f District Boards in Ib'utral. Hdie* e ondi- 
lion in Bombay is a little* better. There, out of 10 mf*mb(‘rs of the Ce.in- 
rnitfee, it appears, nifie* should be* nominate*d members. 1 flo not luio^' 

‘ du- 


appears, nuie* 

whv in 'Calcutta tin* pro]»ortioii of nominated members is so very 


I wi.sh tile* Honfjurable Member tf» explain to this House why, in ^ 
day.s of full Dotrunion Status and other high se')unding plirasf's. in a 
Coimtiilte*** where* tlie* Muslim members are ixpcete’d tf> help (ioveinniea» 
by their adviea- for the assisl;U)ee* of the* Muslim |)ilgnms 
th(*rci should be a majority of nominated m(*mbers. Why should | 
Muslim utembers not be ('ntnisled with tlu* task of tdeeding their 
Ml whom they have full eonfidenco? Why should the TiOcal^ gy 

vsurp tr» ihemceivcs these powers, and why they should think that j 
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are the best judges of the interests of the people, even in religious matters, 
where they are going to help their own w)-rcligionists ? As regards the 
composition of the Karachi Committee, I find the same thing. Tn that 
(Committee, there are 17 members, of whom eight members ar^*, nominated 
by the fjocail Government. What special claim have IIk^ Local Govern- 
ment to nominate their own men on these Committees, when prouvrU the 
Municipalities and in soirn* plactcs the District Boards should elect inem- 
l)ers to these (^ornmittc'cs? Tliat is the one general principle to which I 
have objection, and if that is thtv yirineiple, I think the. TTouse will be well 
a<Ivised in o]>posing tins Tn(*asure going to the Select ('onimitti'o unless 
Government explain that that is not the princiy>le 1o which the House is 
ronimittod. 

There is a slight, mailer in danse 4 (A^) (r) regarding charted Muslim 
meinbi'i’s of tin* Bonil)av Medical (\mncil. 1 submit this should not be 
confincfl to Muslim members alone. Hen* you want medical advi(*e, I 
think non- Musi inis also can olYer tlua'r bi‘st advice in this matter. That 
is h()Wi!ver a small mattm*. I should like to press on the House that the 
main ground tor consideration of the House is that the Select Committee 
should be Iree to alter tlie ('Oinposit ion of these Committees in a way that 
tlu re slionld bi‘ not only a sliglil majo-ity, but a large majority of eha*ted 
incmlaa's in the Coniiniltee.s of ilu* ditferent pf)rts. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division: Muhammadan 
llural): 1 had not tin* least idea of speaking on this motion, but it appears 
that ( i<)Vt‘nnnent in a (piiid way have iiroughl in such an important piece 
of legislation Nsbeii tb(.*\ thought perhaps that in a thin Housf it would 
he possible for them to liave it passed uneoniested. As one who comes 
from a. proviner wherefrom a large nuinher of Hajis go ov(*r to H<*jax: for 
f'ilgriinagt* eveuy viatr, I think it would be* pertiiuait on m\ part to say a 
few* words on llte princ'ijde of this Bill. We havi? heeii day in and 

tliiy out, with regard to llu- euuiiiig inilhmnium, that it is likely eonui 
wiiliin the ni-xt one or two u ars whiav tlu' rule w'onld l)e that all the. 
iioii-ot’licials would l)e elected ;uid so forth, hut it aj)]'»ears to in«*. though 
in ;i disguised foiin. tin- llononrahle Member who introduced this Bill 
has said that |)erhaps it is not lika'ly to bind the coming A-.-eiuhly, with 
feg.-ud to the jirinciple of tin* Bill, but still 1 think llu‘ mischief will be 
conmiitted if tliis Bill is allowed logo in this wax I'ven \o tin* Select 
Cjiimnillee without s(^uu* sort of erilicism. M\ I lcaiJ)urahle Irii’ud Mr. 
^fitra liMs verx |)ertinentl\ poinl<'d out that, whether it has been the rt'sult 
‘>f a long tln)'ught-out tleliherat ion on the pari «n’ tlu' Departnuau of my 
1 Fonourahle friend Sir I'a/d-i- llus.ain, or whether it is the result of the 
delilicndious of the majority i4' tlu' Stamling TTaj ('ommitha' of this 
Assi-iul)ly that this primiple has been introduced, the misehit'f is there. 
^1 I am not giving out auv seere'ts, it staaus to me that with regard to 
•he I'oniposit ion of tlu’ I'ori llaj (’ommiftta* at C'ali’utta. llu* Government 
t)! India liavi* surreU(l<'re<l hodv and soul to the i*epi’i'seiitat ions the 
Guvernnieut of Biutgal. It seiins that soiiu* unfair ]>ivssiin' w'as ptu on 
th(* Standing Haj ('onunitti’C of the Government of India, and perhaps thtit 
tuifair pressun* is ri'sponslhle for this most nnhnsiness-like constitution 
^vhich tliev linve siiggi'sted for the (’alentta C'ounnitii't'. It surpasses one’s 
•‘“luprehension that the Government of India, over wliiidi my Honourable 
^»‘h‘nd Sir Fa/l-i-7Iusain presidt's, should come to this Assemhlx with this 
hn-in bf const itution. A’mi kmnv to whom this Committee will be respon- 
tlte.y wil] he resyionsihle to the peoyde in that (raet of land starting 
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from S’adiya in the North East, down to my place in the South East and 
Bihar to the West. That is a very large tract of land, and to have this 
huge tract represented at Calcutta in the manner proposed seems, to put 
it mildly, puerile. I am really surprised that the Government of India 
could only think of giving representation on that Committee to the extent 
of four non-official Muslims, who might perhaps be members of the District 
Boards. Perhaps the only exception is this : that the people who might 
be eligible for membership might be non-members as well; but it seeinsj 
so had that they could not think of any other riielhod for giving tliu 
inoffussil area of Bengal an effective voice in this matter except to Ihu 
extent of allowing only four seats on that body. If you proceed a litllo 
further, Mr. President, you will see that perhaps I he eoinposition of the 
Committees at Bombay and Karachi is also not very hapi)y ; l)ut still 1 
think the wSeleet C.'ommittee will be very well advised to take notice of the 
fact that ill the year of grace 1032 this sort of netrograte thing is pro- 
posed and whether they should allow such a non-chalant ( lovi'niiiient like 
the (h)vernment of l^engal to ride rough shod over the wislies of the people. 
We have the advantage of legal luminaries like Sir Abdiir Kahim and 
shrewd men like Mr. Ghuznavi on the Select Committee, and I hoj)e ami 
trust that they will modify this clause 4 at least, which relates to the 
composition of these Committees, in such a way that it might he agreeahh> 
to all of us. Mr. IVesident, Bengal is a very large ])rovince, and tlit 
Muslim population is as docile, as could be imagined. They are a loxal 
band, and they could surely be trusted to elect their own mon to servo nn 
that Port Committee at (^alcutta. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhaminadau I'rhaii) : Mr. 
President, J am very much obliged to my friend, Mr. Mitra, for drawing 
my attention to this particular clause of the Bill whicli is sought to be 
referred to a Select Committee. It do(*s strike oiU‘ ns rather strange that 
in Bengal, neither the Local Govorumont nor the Govorninent of India 
could find a large enough constituency for Muslims to elect a few Jinwu- 
bers of tlu* Committee for this puri>ose. It is not a question of priiicii)Ic. 
I take it the principle tliat is involved is that a Commillee will be 
lished in the principal ports of pilgrim traffic to assist Muslim j)ilgrinis to 
the Hejaz; and it does not seem to be necessary even for Bengal that there 
should be a preponderance of members nominatt'd by the (hn'orinnent 
I take it that is a point more or less of detail wliieh can he rcctilied in 
the Select ('ommittee. If that is so, I think it may very well 1)0 left to 
the S'cdeet (kanmittee to rectify the mistake. 

Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan (Hakarganj cum Faridpnr: 
Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, I have to congratulate tlie Honourable 
ber in charge of tin? Bill on having framed this Bill ; but I cannot fjn* a 
moment' accept clause 4 of the Bill, whereby 1«5 out of 10 of the niembors 
are to be nominated. I do not see why what has been found possible in 
the case of Bombay and Karachi has been found impossible in J 
of Bengal. I hope tlie House will agree with me when I say that ^ 
is no justification whatsoever for this kind of differentiation of one . 

from the other. By so doing, tlie Government have not formed a 
opinion about Bengal, which is one of the first and foremost 
the huge number of pilgrims. At the last meeting of the 
Gommittec in Simla, T opposed the procedure of nomination vonome 
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and some other members including Mr. Clayton supported me; but I now 
see that the Government of India have not heeded our joint opposition. 

1 hope the Select Committee will mend the matter. 

Mr, 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Uohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
niadan Rural) : Sir, I do not rise to oppose this reference to Select Copi- 
tmittee but t(j point out that the only representative from my parly on the 
Select Coniinitlee is Sir Hari Singli Gour. I would suggest the name of 
Bhai Parma Nand also to be .-uided to the Select Coniinitlee. I do not 
look upon this as an essentially Muslim business; it has no communal out- 
look at all, thougli Ih^ position as jiut in the J3ill is only communal. I 
do not like the communal aspects of this Bill, for instance, if you refer to 
cdaiise 4, you will lind tlial it is communal throughout, including the 
Medical Council of Jhjmbay — for insfance where it says: ‘‘The elected 
Muslim niiMiibers of the Jlomhay Medical Council*’. Cornrnimalism so far 
ns Muslim do(‘lors alone ministering to the Muslim pilgrims is open to 
voi*y serious objection, and incidentally affords comment upon our ambition 
to devclo]) dmnocral ic institutions in our country. I hope the Honourable 
gciitb*maii will acee])t my suggestion in regard to Bhai Parma Xand being 
included in Ibis ('(imniittee, because as our party has only, one representa- 
tive on tin’s Committei‘, it is cntitlea to adequate representation; and 
wliat(‘ver (‘ontruversial clauses tlu're may be in this Bill, it is not a 
matter io be distuisscd at this stage, but in the Committee; and the object 
of all tile members of the (‘oinmittce should be to ameliorate the condi- 
tions of Muslim pilgrims to the llejaz, a subject on which there can be 
no eontro\a*rsy wliatevei*. 

Mr. President: Dot's tin* Honourable Member agree to the addition 
of tile name suggested’.^ 

Sir Frank Noyce: I am really in a somewhat dilhcult position, Sir. . . 

Mr, President (Tin*. Honourable Sir Ibrahim Piahimtoola) : The Chair 
will explain the jiosition to the Honourable Member. A suggestion is made 
for the atltlitioM of a name, 'riie Member in eliarge is entitled cither to 
accept tb(‘ name or to refusi* to do so. If the ^Member in charge refuses 
i(> accept till' suggestion, then tlie Member making the suggestion is en- 
titled to i!if)vo it in the torm of an amendment. That is the correct pro- 
cedure. The Chair wishes to know*, in the tirst instance, whether the 
Houcairablc MeinbiT is agn'cabli' to acce])t the suggestion of Mr. Ranga 
Iyer:* 

Sir Frank Noyce: I regret. Sir, that T am unable to accept the sugges- 
tion. W,. n-adily aeci-ptial the suggestion made this morning that Bhai 
Nand slunild be added to the Select Committee on the Indian 
Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill, because that involves issues which 
do not entirely affect the Muslim community. This is 

Mr. President: The HonourabU' Alcmbcr need not give bis reasons at 
this stage. 

Sir Frank Noyce: I am sorry. Sir. 

Mr. President (Thv Ibuiourable Sir Ihrahnu Rahimtoola) : The Hon- 
^Wabh' Aleinber has stall'd that ho is not willing to accept the suggestion. 

tile Honourable ^romber who made the suggestion moves an ainend- 
io add the name, tlie Honourable ^rembor will be entitled to give his 
r^'J^sons in oiiposing it. This is not the stage when these reasons can be 
given. . 
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Mr, 0, S. Bwga Iyer: May I movo, Sir, that the name of Bhai 
Parma Nancl be included in ' Hie list. I can easily tell the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill that if he does not include the name that 
I suggest, so far as thig particular Bill is concerned, it may be that at a 
later stage there may be difficulties in the passing of this Bill. My only 
object in making the suggestion is to avoid future difficulties in the passing 
of the Bill so that, whatever discussion there might be in regard to this 
Bill in camera, it will not be public property, but it will be so when the 
Bill emerges from the Select rommittee. Therefore mine is a very helpful 
feuggestion. T do not propose to press my motion to a. division, but T 
thought it was my duty to tell the Goviu’umcnt that all these matters 
could be better discussed inside the Committee than on the floor of this 
House before the Bill emerges from the Select Committee. 

Mr. President: Amendment pro]>osed: 

“That the name of Bhai Parma Nantllw added to Mio list forming the Select Coin- 
mittoe proposed by the Honourable Member, Sir Prank Noyee. Both the origiiud motion 
and the amendment are now before the House.” 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirhut Division: :\ruhammndMn) : 
Mr. President, T have been trying to find what is I'xactly at the back 
ot my Honourable friend's mind when he suggi*sts that Bhai Parma Nand's 
name should be included in the list of members of the Select Coui- 
niittee 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Hlmi Parma Xand is a uannlun’ of my party. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: lilmi Pnrma Naiul might Ih‘ a veay 
good man to advise ns as to bow legislation should proceed in matters 
W'hich concern his own community, but 1 submit that in a matter like this, 
which exclusively coneerns the Aluslirn community, he will not be able to 
.give us much help 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Then why do you want Sir Hari Singh Gonr? 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: If my fritnd‘s contention is that 
then; should be some one from tluil side. \ mean fr(»m the Nationalist 
("ironp. on 1 his Committer . that is a diffeient matter altogetlua*. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Tliat is ex.aefly mv pr)si(i()n; 1 stated so. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: I’herefon*, 1 was going to sav that 
there is already one ^^emla‘r, who is the Leader r>f the. Xaiionalist Party, 
on the Selerd Committee, nnrl T do not know why in spite of that, Bhai 
Parma XanrT’s' liame should Ix' added. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: 1 tliink. Sir 

Mr. President: Are y(ai syjcaking rm the nmondinont? 

sir Abdur Rahim: Yfy. Sir; T thinly wc ouptlifc to ncoopt the 
put forward by Mr. Tver, which is, as T onflorstood him, tiiat- 

w%ants his party to hr* y>ronerly represented . . 
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An Honourable Member: Sir Hari Singh Gour is already there. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Supposing he is ill? 

Sir Abdur Bahim: Suppe^sing tlu? Lt‘ader of Mr. Kanga Iyer’s party is 
ill; or he wants sonic one else to be on the ('oinrnittee to rei)reseiit his party. 
From that point of view 1 do not think myself there can be an\ objec- 
tion at all to this suggestion. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhaminadan llural); 

I think, Sir, iny friiauls the Muslim Members must weleoine the sugges- 
tion made by my frienrl Mr. Kanga Iyer. When my friends find that the 
Hindu Members an* willing to eo-operab* with us or to lend us any help, 
such help should be sincerely welcomed and appreciated, and there can be 
no objection whatever to the suggestion made by my friend Mr. Eanga Iyer. 

If there* is any ap|>reiu‘nsi()n in the minds f)(‘ e(*rtaiii Ffoiuairablr Members 
that their views might he opposed hy a man like Bhai Parma Nand then I 
should always wt'leome su(‘h a man who is always opposed to me to 1)6 
with nu* to see that what I am doing is the right thing and convince him 
in private conversation wliih* sitting in the Committee that we are right 
and shut u]) his mouth tVom ])ul)licl> opposing any measures affecting our 
community without having an adecpiate idea of the peculiar difficulties 
affecting thest* pilgrims. 1 set* no objection, th(*ri‘for(‘ to the suggestion of 
my friend .Mr. llanga I\i*r, rather 1 welcome it, and strongly support the 
motion. 

Sir Frank Noyce : In view (»f what has fallen from Sir Abdur llabim and 
-Mr. 'Yamin Khan. 1 ('ntin^Iy ^^■itbdraw my op])osition to the proposal. 

Mr. K, P, Thampan (M'evf I’.^ast and Nilgiri^; Non-Muhammadan 
PiUral): Sir. 1 should \\\<r lo speak a word or two on tlie main motion. I 
iin not interi‘sli'd in this Hill. 1 ma\ also confess at the same imie that 
F have nof- eareil to go through the Deport <d* tbi* Haj Committee, but 
on gtiing tbrr)ugb tin* si*Vi*ral sections of the Hill, it ^tna-k me that I 
nhgbi at tbi'; early stagi* venture to snggi*st ih.d s(>me kiml t>t statutory 
provisi«)n may be made to a|)jM)int out* Moplab on the Bombay Com- 
mit lee. Sir. the Moolahs on the \Vi*st ('oasf- form a ju'cnliar eominunity. 
Tliev do not hnow tlu* Crdu language or tlu* language that i*^ sj'oken in 
Arabia or Heja/ and they form by llu*mselvi's a separate class. T know’ 
diongb lh(‘\ are vorv drepK ri'ligious tbe\ ari* illiterate and mauv of them 
lb‘ja/ evv*r\ year. If there is any class of Afuslims who stand 
in need of protection and advice in such matters it is the Moplali'^. T find 
there is provision for as many as 10 eh'cted members A>n the Committee, 
hni there is absolutelv :i('. I'banee for any Aloplali to seek eU'ction into the' 
Committee 

Mr. Bahimtoola M. Ohinoy (Bombay City . Arubammadan UrbaiM : May 
T inform the Honourable Member that ibe Deptity Brotector of Pilgrims 
in Bombay is a Aloplali? 

Mr. K. P. Thampan: T am vew glad to boar it, and T onlv want the 
same to continue in the future also. T am ttware that my friend Mt. 
^^Ppi Sahob who represents them in their House is more competent nhi 
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would have been able to deal with this matter much better than I can 
do but unfortunately 1 do not find him now in his seat here. I therefore 
take this opportunity to appeal to the Government and the general body 
of Muslim Members at this early stage that it may be statutorily provide 
to appoint at least one Moplah on the Committee in Bombay. 

An Honourable Member: The question may now be put, Sir. 

Mr. President: 1 accept the closure. 

‘ Befor(3 calling upon the Honourable Member to reply, 1 should like to 
ask Mr. llanga Iyer whether in view of the fact that the addition of Bhai 
Parma Xand's name has been accepted by the Member in charge, he would 
withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Yes, Sir. 

, Tile amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Sir Frank Noyce: Sir, I have very few words to say. The only import- 
ant point which has been raised in connection with this motion is the 
constitution of the Haj Committee at Calcutta, Bombay and Karachi, and 
I need hardly say that this is a matter which is open to discussion in the 
Select Committee. Government are not committ(.*d to any definite figure 
under any of the various heads. The only other point, Sir, that I have to 
deal with is that made by Mr. Thampan. and I have little doubt that 
his proposal to appoint a Moplah to the j^oinbay Haj Committee will be 
duly considered by the Select Committee . 

Mr, President: The question is: 

“That the Bill toostablish oonauittees in the j)rincipal ports of pilgrim traffic to assist 
Muslim pilgrims to the Hojaz, be referred ton Seloc^t Committee consisting of Khan Bahadur 
Haji Wajihudelin, Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan, Sir Abdur Rahim, Maulvi Sayyid Murtiiza 
Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Muhammad Shafoo Daoodi, Sir Hari Singh Gour. Mr. A. H. 
Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieut. Nawab Muhaininad Ibrahim Ali Khan, 
Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, Mr, Rahimtoola M. C’hinoy, Bhai Parma Nand, 
and the Mover and that the number of members whoso presence shall be nece.s.'^ary to con- 
Btituto a meeting of the Committee sliall bo livo.'* 

The motion was adopted. 


THE KVJAZ PILGRIMS (MUATAAMS) BILL. 

Sir Frank Noyce (Secretary, Department of Education, Health 
Lands) : Sir, 1 move : 

That the Bill to regulate fcbe activitie.s of p<>rsons in British India who offer to 
Ifnslizn pilgrims to the Hejaz bo referred to a Select Committee consisting 
Bahadur Iiaji Wajibuddin, Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan. Sir Abdur Rahirn, 

Sayyid Murtiizn }4ihob Bahadur, Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi, Sir Hari hi P 
Gour, Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, Lieut. Nawab M'^hammau 
Itbrahim Ali Khan, Haji Cliaudhuri Muliammad Ismail Khan, Mr. Rahimtoola M. I- ’ 
Bhai Parma Xand, and the Mover and that the number of members whose presence 
necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 
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Mr* M* Mftswood AlmiEd. (Patna and Chota Nagpur cunu Orissft: 
[uhammadan): This is a very important Bill. It imposes many restrio- 
ons on those muallims, who are generally foreign subjects. Not only 
2 at, but it gives powers of control to the Central Government and the Pro- 
incial Governments. Clause 3 deals with the power of the Governor General 
t Council to make rules. Clause 5 deals with. the power of Local Govern- 
lents to make rules. Clause (> deals with the penalty for acting as a 
iuallim witliout a licence. Clause 7 deals with presumption regarding 
lotive, clause 8 deals with the penalty for contravention of the conditions • 

E licence, and so on. At the same time, although this Bill has been 
rought forward on the recoininendations of the Haj Committee, I will 
ay that there were two kinds of recommendations. One was open recom- 
lendation and the other was confidential recommendation and as far as I 
omember, no comment has appeared in uny paper on the confidential recom- 
lendations at any time. Further when such an important measure is refer- 
ed to a State Conunittce, tlie opiniems of the Local (xovernments and or the 
llenias and other ^Inslim institutions should he before the Committee for 
heir guidance. I therefore request the Honourable Member in charge to 
it least circulate this Bill liy executive order. If the Honourable Member 
n charge finds any difficulty even in doing so. then T suggest that a few 
fopies in Urdu should he siqiplied to .AFeinhors to send them out to differ- 
•nt TK'Wspapevs, ]\lusliin in>;t itutious and Vlonda. or he should ask Menv^i 
lers to give a list, of tin* iiist i( ntions. ]K‘rsons, newspapers, and lUcmaa 
.0 whom the Bill can he sent for opinion, because this is a very important 
natter an<l wudllhiiy. ;ive geneially inhabitants of a foreign country and 
:hey are restri'*ted hv tin’s Bill. There are also other things in this Bill. 

the o])ini{)n of I'lnnds and «»ther.s must he taken, and T request the 
FTonourable Member in cliarge t»> consider my suggestion. 

An Honourable Member: What about Mauivi ^Muhammad S;iiafee Daoodi 
find "Mauivi Savvid Murtii/a Sahib Bahadur? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: They are not as far as T know. A 

man who is called a Afaulana does not mean that he is an aJim and he 
has read all the versc-s tlv^ Koran. (Laughter.) When I said verses 
of the Koran, T moan a did ailed <tudy of the Koran with its several inter- 
pretations and iHt'anings. d'lh rr are n\any and things like tliat. 

Tlievi' is one siaies wliicli is cmIIimI Sdhdh Stiftt ('ontains many books a«nd 
vnluines. T]i(*r«‘ an* many t)t]aa series in 

Mauivi Sayyid Murtuza Sabeb Babadur (South ^Madras : Muham- 
madan) ; T sliould thank the Honourable ^Tember ^laswood Ahmad 
for having given a covtiticate in favour of ^laulana Shafec Daoodi and 
myself. (Ad Hoddurdhlr }fr}dJ)rr: “Xot a cerlificate Yes, it is a 

C(‘rtificate saying that so and so are not Jlt duifi. We do not pose our- 
selves as highly cultured accomplished men so far as Islamic theology is 
concerned, but my Honourable friend should at the same time know that 
whatever wanted for the observance of Islamic tenets Maulana Shafee 
Daoodi and myself are supposed to know. I should bring to the notice of 
the House in this connection that he has cast a slur on our Committee I 
mean the last speaker, Mr. INfaswood Ahmad. He said, T think that our 
committee submitted two reports, one being public and the other a confiden- 
tial one. T repudiate that charge on the floor of this House. So far as 
We ara concerned, we did not at all send any confidential report, and wa 
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do not know what confidential report was sent by our President. He may 
or he may jiot have sent any confidential report, but so far as wei arei con- 
cerned, we have sent only one report, and that report is the report which 
is before the public now. So, iiiy friend Mr. Maswood Ahmad was wrong 
in having cast a slur on us. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division : Muhammadan 
Ixural ) : I am grateful to you for allowing me to catch your eye, Mr. 
Presiileiit, but 1 will not take more than two minuter. It ij; really sur- 
prising that Mr. ^laswood Ahiiiad should come and iiiHict unnecessary 
remarks on some of the prominent and respectable members of my society 
who are Meiijbers of this House. Mr. Masuood Aliiiiad perhaps forgot 
himself in giving su 2 :)j)ort to those gentlemen, the mualliins who are pai'asites 
in our society that he had also a responsibility as n gentleman. Thu 
lyrann\ •»! tiu- is more or less a seandal at least in my part of 

Bengal. If this Bill does something to mitigate the hardship which is 
])i'aet isfd on |)«u»r Muslims, by the muaUinm. I think it will have done baiv 
justice to some of the peo])h‘ of this coimtiy . Besides, the mtidUims are 
not all of foieign domicile — then‘ are man\ local nituillims, who cany on 
^this tradt* as guides — 1 do not know if it will l)e posi^ible to have the 
Opinion ot ilu* ( io\ ei innents ol and otliei* Islamii* lanintries willi.'n 

such a short time by any executive orders, but T fei*l that an we are 
m(»>tl\ eoncenied on this sidi- with the satet\ and tranqiirllitv of the Indian 
pilgrims aloin*. this measun* ma\ hr given a Itlal. and put on the Staiutc- 
book as (juickly as possible. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. 
Some of the paj)ers wliicdi were supplied to us as members of the Haj 
Committee were marked confidential. Apart from this I just now enquir- 
ed and eainr* to know that then* are confl(l(‘ntial recomnuuidations. I did * 
not say that there was another confidential report, rather I J^aid there are 
confidential recomna-ndations which cannot be denied. 1 repudiate the 
statement if an\ one claims that there is no confidential na-ormneudatiou 
at all. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: Of course, my Honourahle 
friend has modified what he has said .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member Inis already spoken. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: On a personal explanation. 
Sir. 

Mr. President: Tict it b(‘ a personal t*xplanation onl>. 

Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: When I said 1 repndial. 
stati^inerit , of e*oiirse, I said that tin* stat<‘irii*nt he had made was not a 
convet one. hot so tar as Kamraon quarantine and s«muj other internationa 
iindtfav cr iiiccrned lliere was a »*onfident ial recommendations as a<lvi^‘' 
by the rio\fn«nient. 

Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: *\ruhaminadan Urban). 
just wish say one word. Though I have not performed a pilgriman^ 
myself -o far, 1 know as n matter of fact that a Bill of thiF< charactei ‘S 
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extremely necessary and will be found to be very useful, especially to the 
Muslim population of Bengal. I have met some of these muallhna who 
come now and then to India to canvass f(jr clients, and we all know that the 
pilgrims, at any rate many of them, suffer very great hardships at their 
hands. So far an any of these hardships and dilhculties may be mitigated, 

T think we ought to give every support to the principle and scope of this 
Bill. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Olheial) : Sir, from 
the Western runjah no man has been taken on the Select Conmiittee. 
Sayyid liajan Haksh Bh.ili wms a member of the Haj Committee and 
ill tile int<*resls of the Mussalmans 1 propose that he should be taken on 
tile Select Commilti e. He is a leader of the Mussalmans and a Pir of 
that part of the (;oimtr\ . Unfortunately my province has not been 
represented and I do not like to mention my own name. If the Honourable 
Member in charge agrees, 1 shall offer myself. If not, I y^roprise the name 
ot Sayyid Bajan Ihiksli Shah. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I propose that Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan be 
also added to tlie Select Committee. 

Mr. President: The tirst suggt‘stion Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed 
Bajan Bak^^h Shah's name he added to the Select Committee. Has the 
Honourable Member in i;liarge any objection? 

Sir Frank Noyce: I havi^ no objection. 

Mlt President: 'rhe second suggestion is that the name of ilajor Nawab 
Ahmad Nawaz Khan be added. 

Sir Frank Noyce: 1 have cciually no objection. 

I am vor\ glad to have had the powerful support of the Honourable 
tile Ja'adrr ot the hid» pendeiii Variy to the principle of this Bill. There 
has been no criticism which I have to meet, but I should like to be 
cirlain that I havi* imdersiood exactl\ whal m\ friend Mr. ^laswixid 
Almuwl said. It his desir,- is that the opinions of Local Govermiients 
which wi'i'c. ot eonrsr. dul\ »)l»taimal should be ])laced before the Select 
Committee, I need hardlv sax that then* is no olijeelioii whatsoever to 
that course. I shmild he glad to know’ th;it I have nnderslooi him 
coiTeetly. (Air. Maswoi»d .Vlimad uodded assent.) That being so, I 
gladl\ accept his suggotion. I havt' nothing mori‘ to s:*\ except that as 
this is flic last occasion ai which I shall a])pear in my present capacity in 
this TTonse, I am vi*r\ glad that it has bin n in eonneetion with such 
wholly honciicent legislation as the three Bills, the motions in regard to 
which T have moved to-day. 

Mr. President: d’lu* (|uesti('>n is: 

“That the Hill In ivgulaO' lla* .at of persons in British India who offer to 
Jissist Muslim pilgrims to tin* Ih'j;«/ hr rotVrrod to a Solooi (ommiiteo consisting 
Hahadnr Baji Wai ihuddin. Knnwar flaj»‘ Ismail Ali Khan. Sir Ahdnr 
•^‘•hirn. .Manlvi Sayyid A!nr(iJ/.a Saludi Hahadur. Maiilvi Aluhammad *Shaftv Baoodi, 

’ a‘ Hari Singh Com*. Mr. \. 11. Cluonavi, Mr. M. Maswood .Vhmad. Lieut. Xawah 
luharnTuad Ibrahim Ali Khan. Ilaji fhaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan Air. Thihimtoola 
Ohinoy. Hhai Parma Nand. Khan Hahadur Syod Rajan Haksh Shah. Major 
Aawah Ahmad Nawaz Khan ami tho Movnr and that the numhrr of momher.s whose 
pi*c»s(»ncp shall he imeossarv to oonstituin a mroiing of tlm tAmnnittrr shall ho five.** 

T^ho motion wns ndoptod. 



BESOLUTION TO AMEND THE PREVIOUS RESOLUTION ON 

ROADS. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Industries and Labour) ; 
Sir, I move : 

•* That this Assombly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the Reso- 
lution on roads adopted by this Assembly on the 4th February 1930, bo amended by the 
■ deletion from clause 5 of the words : 

‘ As an exception to this rule, the amount available for Burma may, for the pre- 
sent, be spent on any scheme of road development that is apnroved by the 
local Government with the concurrence of the local Legislature ;* 

.and the substitution of the words : 

* As an exception to this rule the amount available for Burma shall be apportioned^ 
separately in the ratio specified in clause 3 (ft) (/) hotwoen the Slian Stale^ 
and the remainder of Burma. The amount available may, for the present, 
bo spent on any scheme of road development that is approved, in the case 
of the Shan States by the Governor after consultation with the Federal 
Council, and in the case of the remainder of Burma by the local Govern, 
ment with the concurrence of the local Legislature *.’* 

T will not detain the House long over tliis Resolution, which it’ it is 
somewhat- formidable in ap])earancc, is really in essence extremely simple. 
The House will note lhat under the Resolulicai of llie 4th .Fel)ruary 11)3(1 
in the form in whieli it was passed by tliis House, tlu' sharia of Hunna in 
the road development account accruing from the surcharge on the. jietrol 
actually eonsumed in Burma is to bo spent on sc'liemes of road di velop- 
ment in Burma with the concurrence, of tlie local 1 ii'gislatnre and tli«» 
approval of the Local Gove]nnu*nt. This R(‘solu1iou. uufoituualoly, over- 
looked two fnets. It overlooked first the fact tluit tlie Fi'deraled Slum 
States are a separate su])-entity from Hie vest of Ihirma, and si eondly -t 
overlooked the fact that under the existing eonstii ul Ion, that is. the Gov 
emment of India Act and the notifications undei* the Government of Imlia 
Act, the local Legislature of Burma is definitely precluded from discus^iiii:; » 
any expenditure in the Shan States. We liavi' tlw'refon' to rectify this 
defect in the original Resolution, and wliat w(‘ thendore ])ropos(' to do is 
this. We propose to ealenlate separately tlu^ share of lh(' ludei-ai ed Shan 
States in the Road Tdevelopment Fim<l on the same' priin'ifde I hat is adopt- 
ed in all cases, namely the actual consumption of petrol, and we pro])ose 
that this share shall be applied to sehemes of road development in Ok* 
Shan States by the Govemor with the coneuiTence of the existing Federal 
Council of the Shan States. Hononrahle Hennhevs will thus s('e that all 
that T am doing in bringing forward this Resolution is to adapt it to the 
actually existing eonstitutional position. Withmit Mint, T am afraid that 
no money from the Fund can he spent on rood di velopment in tlie Shan 
States. Sir, T move. 

Mr. B. Das fOi-issa Divisir,?! : Non-lVTulunmnadan) ; Sir, T rise to support 
the motion moved by mv TTononrable friend. Sir Joseph B>hore. Sir, under 
the present amstitution the medhod suggesti^d in the new amendment 
entirely rrieetf; the position as the sitnntion demands it. and T have nothin, cf 
further to add. 

Mr. Jebangir K. Munstai (Rurmn : Non-European) : Mr. President, nniv 
T inquire from my Honourable friend, Sir Joseph Bborc, whether tniB 
amendment has been moved at the instance of the Government of Bnrmn. 

( r^oio ) 
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The Hpnourabie Sir Joseph Bhore: Sir, I do not quite see how that 
affects the merits of the amendment. If my Honourable friend has any 
reason to urge against the merits of it, I shall be very happy to answer 
any objections that he may put forward. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi: The reason why I put this question to the 
Honourable Member is that it is the cherished aim and ambition of Hia 
Excellency Sir Charles Innes, the Governor of Burma, to dismember Burma 
perpetually into three parts — so-called Burma proper, which remotely 
corresponds to British India; the Shan States, which are supposed to be 
governed by the Shan Chiefs, and which correspond to the Indian States, 
and then comes the third and most amazing part of Burma, the ‘'excluded 
areas*'; up till now, these have been described as “back^vard tracts"; 
now they have been promoted to "excluded areas": and the "excluded 
areas", Sir, consist of nearly one-lialf of Burma! It would be of con- 
siderable interest to the House to know that these "excluded areas" con- 
tain practically the whole of the mineral w^ealth of Burma. The "excluded 
areas**, which so far have been referred to as "backward tracts", are not 
within the control — even the partial control — of the Burma Ijcgislative 
Council; and the constitution outlined by the Prime Minister at the close of 
the Burma Bound Table Conference has threatened to peipetuate the dis- 
memberment of Burma into three parts — ^the Shan States, which very 
remotely corresp<3nd to the Indian States, the so-called Burma proper 
which is about one-third of the whole of Burma, and the "excluded areas", 
which amount to nearly one-half of Burma. That is the reason, Sir, why 
I asked my Honourable friend Sir Joseph Bhore whether this amendment 
has been dictated by the Government of Burma, because I have noticed 
recently that although other Provincial Governments may address requests 
to the Government of India, the Goveniment of Burma dictates to the 
Government of India regardless of the real welfare of the people of Burma. 
I take it, Sir, from my Honourable friend's hesitation in answering the 
question, that this amendment has been moved at the instance of the 
(Tovernment of Burma ; and T strongly object to this House lending its 
support to the principle of dismembering Burma in this manner. (Hear, 
hoar.l , 

Sir, I am afraid my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, when he lent his 
support to this motion, did not liave this aspect of the position clearly before 
him. This is a matter. Sir, on whicli Burmans feel acutely. This is a 
matter on which the Burma Legislative Council also feels strongly, and 
I see no sufficient reason for going back on the original motion. The 
original motion permits the Government of Burma to spend the road deve- 
lopment money after consulting the Burma Legislative Council; and 
wliether the TBirma Tjogislativo Council is or is not allowed to have a 
say in the administration of the "excluded areas", there is no reason to 
suppose that it will be found unreasonable in meeting the Local Govern- 
ment's demand with regard to a fair apportionment of this money in- 
tended for road dovolopirient in Burma. Although it is extremely diffi- 
cult to carry any motion against Government in this House, as it is at 
present constituted. I must voice in this House Burmese national senti- 
ment which strongly resents any effect to dismember Burma and to keep 
outside the control of the Legislature in Burma nearly two-third of Burma 
which contains practically the w'hole of the mineral wealth of Burma^ 
( Applause. 1 
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Hr. 8. D. Hitra (Cbittagong and Bajshahi Divii^ons:: Non-Muhamma- 
dan Hural): Sir, I did not moye mv motion for postponement of the 

^ ^ consideration of this Eesolution because I thought that it did 
not refer to any constitutional question at all, atid as I heard 
tlie Honourable the Mover of the Besolution I thought it was confined 
merely to the road adjustment fund without any reference to the con- 
stitutional questions at stake; but if this Besolution in any way antici- 
pates the future of Burma and its federation, then I shall appeal to you, 
Sir, that this would be a very contentious and very important question 
which should not be taken up now. I should like to hear from the 
Honourable Member who moved it whether that is his intention. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: Sir, I shall be very glad to satisfy 
the doubt which has arisen in the mind of my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra. 
I can give him an assurance that there is absolutely no intention of pre- 
judicing -in any way and to the slightest degree the constitutional position 
• of the future (Hear, hear). All that this motion does is that it takes account 
of the existing constitutional position, which makes it impossible under the 
existing Act and under the existing notifications for this expenditure to 
be incurred on the Shan States, if the Eesolution is not amended. The 
cnly result of rejecting this Eesolution will be that the Shan States will 
have to go without the money to which they have a moral right. T hope, 
Sir, that will put the case in its true light for my Honourable friend's 
information. (Sear, hear.) 

Mr. 0. S, Banga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kumaon divisions : Non-Muhani- 
madan Rural): Sir, after my Honourable friend, Mr. Munshi's speech, one 
would have thought that a red herring had been drawn across the trail, 
but after the assurance given by the Honourable Member in charge, I 
think every apprehension that has been unnecessarily raised has been laid 
at rest, and I think there should be no difficulty in agreeing to the passing 
of this motion. * 

Mr. Prei^dent : The question is : ] 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the Reso- 
lution on roads adopted by this Assembly on the 4th February, 1930, bo amended by the 
deletion from clause 5 of the words : 

‘ As an exception to this rule, tho amount available for Burma may, for the present 
be spent on any scheme of road development that is approved by the Local 
Government with tho concurrence of the local Legislature ; * 
and the substitution of the words : m 

* As an exception to this rule the^amount available for Biunna shall bo apportioned 
separately in the ratio specified in clause 3 {b) (t) between tho Shan States 
and the remainder of Burma. The amount available may, for tho present, 
be spent on any scheme of road development that is approved, in tho case 
of the Shan SJtates by tho Governor after consiiltation with the Federal 
Council, and in the case of the remainder of Burma by the Local Govorn- 
ment with the concurrence of the local Legislature 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I understand that the Honourable Member, Sir Abdur 
Eahim, wishes to make a statement on the South African question. Su* 
Abdur Eahim. 


STATEMENT BE SOUTH AFRICA. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): With 
your permission, Sir, I wish to make a brief statement of the 
this side of the House with reference to the statement that was made tin 
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morning as regards the South African situation. The Honourable IVf^mber 
who made that statement gave his reasons why the Government was not 
able to say anything until to-day with reference to what happened between 
the Delegation of this Government and the South African Government. Sir, 
we accept that as a good reason, but all that I wish to say is this, that 
this is a question in which this House is very deeply interested, as is well- 
known to the Government. If we have not raised any discussion upon 
the statement that has been made, it is simply because we had not the 
opportunity of studying what actually happened, what has been actually 
achieved, and we thought itf desirable in view of the further fact that this is 
the last clay of this session,, or practically the last day, that we should have 
an assurance from the Government that not only full opportunity will be 
given to us at the next session in Simla to discuss the South African posi- 
tion but also that the Government will watch the course of events and see 
that nothing is done in the meantime which will prejudice the Indian case. 
That is the assurance which this side of the House would like to have from 
the Government. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husidn (Member for Education, Health 
STid Lands) ; Sir, the Honourable Member has asked for two assurances to 
be given ; one is that a Government day will be given for the discussion 
‘ of this statement in the Simla sessioi!. I have no difficulty whatsoever 
in assuring the House that if Honourable Members desire in Simla, after 
having studied the whole matter, that they wish to have a discussion, a 
Government day shall be provided for the discussion. The second' point 
on which the Honourable Member has desired an assurance is, so far as 
I have been able to follow’ him, that nothing shall be done between now 
and the discussion w’hich will in any way alter matters in South Africa. 
Have I understood the Honourable Member aright? 

Sir Abdur Rahim: I said nothing would be done to prejudice the Indian 
case and that Government will watch the situation. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : As for w atching tl*o situation 
I can assure him that w’o w’ill do it very very thoroughly. The position 
is this, that to-day Dr. ifalan has made this very statement in the Houses 
of Parliament in Cape Tow’n. As mentioned in our statement, the Trans- 
vaal Bill has been reintroduced in a modified form and that has to pass 
through their Parliament. That is their law. I have not the sli litest 
doubt that the Honourable Members feel that the Parliament there has 
to get through their legislation just as we here have to get through our 
legislation. As our Agent infoiTns us from time to time w’hether any 
aiTiendment is coming on which might prejudice our case, w’e at once give him 
instructions to do wdiat he can in making representations to the Mcmber- 
in-cliarge. Of course, w’e have no Indian representative in the UnioA 
Parliament and therefore w'o can do nothing in, that way. But I assure 
him that our Agent there and w e ourselves here w’ill keep a very watchful 
^ye on how this logislntinn progresses and if it is necessary to take any 
action, we shall have to take that action forthwith. I have no doubt from 
fhe assurances received when w’c were in South Africa, that the amendments 
fjint Dr. Malan has told us ho has incorporated in the Bill will be passed. 
^ it is impossible for any one to say that the Parliament has uo rights 
fo refuse to pass them just a*® would be impossible for mo to commit 
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tile whole Souse. All that I can say is that I have assuraiioes from al 
parts of the House that they will be passed. 1 thinV that is about all that 
any Government can say, and I trust that Honourable Members will find 
it suitable. 


^EEPORT ON FINANCIAL QUESTIONS ARISING OUT OP THE 
PROPOSED SEPARATION OP BURMA FROM INDIA. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

“ That the Report by the Standing Finance C omniittee on financial questions arising 
out of the proposed separation of Burma from India be taken into consideration 

Before I say anything in explanation of this motion, I must make some 
reference to an amendment which is down on the paper to the effect that 
consideration should be postponed till the Simla session. I wish to make 
it clear at the outset that we, on this side of the House, are most anxious 
to meet the wishes of the Honourable Members in this case, and if it is 
the desire of the House that this discussion should not proceed, or at least 
that the debate should not be concluded now, but should be adjourned till 
the Simla session, then, so far as Government are concerned, they will 
certainly not endeavour to make such a course impossible. But before 
the House expresses an opinion on this issue, I am bound to explain to 
them exactly what the position is and why it is that we felt it to be essential 
to give the .House an opportunity to discuss this motion this session. If 
therefore I speak now at any length on the general subject, I want to make 
it clear that it is nob because I am i>rejudging the case as to whether the 
motion is to be postponed or not, but merely because we, on the Govern- 
ment side, feel that the House cannot really be asked to express a view 
on that issue before we have explained to them exactly what is involved. 
We regret as much as any Honourable Members opposite can possibly 
regret that it has not been possible to bring this motion forward earlier 
in this session. But I would remind Honourable Members tliat throughout 
the session we, on this side of the House, have done our best to adapt the 
proceedings to suit their conveniences so far as it lay wuth us to have any 
influence on the matter, and that it really has not been possible to bring 
this motion forward at any earlier date, after the date on which the Standing 
Finance Committee completed their Report. On the other hand I might 
also remind the House that did give notice of our intention to bring 
this matter forw'ard some considerable period ago, and therefore it cannot 
be said that we have sprung it as a surprise at the last moment. Now I 
wish at this late ho\ir to be as brief as possible ; but I feel that in ii\tro- 
ducing this motion T really must, as shortly as possible, put the issues 
before the House. Tn the first place T would remind the House that any 
consideration of the financial issues at this stage is purely hypothetical. 
We can merely consider what would be the financial issues or consequences 
if separation is to take place. No one is asked to commit himself in any 
wav on tho issue of separation; and that point has been very clearly 
brought out by the Standing Finance Committee themselves in their Report. 
Paragraph 2 of that Report reads as follows : 

“ In the fiwt plaoo the Committee recorded that its consent to take the memorandum 
into consideration implied no expression of any views on the merits of^the e 

separation as each. It merely discussed the financial consequences which would ohhu 
if Burma were separated from India/* 
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Turning to a second point, I would like to remind the House of what 
hfls been the procedure by which we have reached* the present position and 
what that procedure involves for the future, In the first place there were 
certain recommendations made from India to the Bound Table Conference. 
Ihe Government of Burma themselves suggested a definite procedure 
ior the examination of these financial questions. In paragraph 10 of their 
letter to the Government of India dated the 13th August, 1930, they said: 

** It is believed that by correspondnneo and negotiation’ between the two governments 
it will be possible to reach, not indeed agreement on all points at isfsuo, but an agreed 
statement of the case, and it is proposed that this agreed statement of the case, or if 
even this measure, of agreement cannot be reached, the views of the two governments, 
should be laid before a boartl of neutral or impartial arbitrators.” 

The Government of India themselves took verj' much the same view 
of the situation. The Government of India in paragraph 93 of their (lonsti- 
tiitional despatch of the 80th September, 1930, uTote as follows ; 

It is clear that tho separation of tho finances of the country will raise extremely 
difficult issues requiring close export analysis, in tho decision of which it will bo essential 
to hold an even balance hotw’een what may bo conflicting claims. Wo agree with the 
local government that tho best method* of approaching this difficult problem is to en- 
deavour by mutual cooperation between the Government of India and the Government 
of Burma to draw up an agreed statement of the case for reference to an impartial tri- 
bunal. The 8ubj(H*tB requiring aettloment will be of a technical nature and would include, 
besides tho nomial questions of tho arljustment of revenue and expenditure, such matters 
as the allocation of (lebt charges and tho txdjustment of currency arrangements. No* 
constitutional^ commission can deal satisfactorily with those questions, for its functions 
would be entirely different, as also its probable methods of mqiiiry.” 

So that, both wo and ihc Govermiient of Burma agreed that the best 
mothod of dealing with this matter was that the tw'o Governments should 
endeavour to settle an agreed statement of the case, and that that case 
sliould be submitted to an arbitral tribunal. We on our side felt very strongly 
that ihe issues involved were so important and that w^e ourselves were in 
n somewhat difficult position iii arriving at a settlement on points about 
wliich it would ho iiupossiblo for us in all their details to consult the Legis- 
lature or to obtain support from public opinion in India; and we therefore 
felt that it was much to be preferred that the whole matter should as far 
as possible be decide<l by an independent arbitral tribunal. 

That remains the outstanding feature in the whole situation to-day. 
Prnm those two despatches which were written before the Round Table 
Oonferonce assembled, I w’oiikl t\im to the actual recommendations of the 
Piirrna Sub-committoe of the Bound Table Conference. That Sub-Com- 
mittee practically accepted the ri'commendations of the Government of 
India. They said : 

“The questions are very difficult and technical and the sub-committoe consider 
that they should be dealt with in tho manner recommended by tho Government of India 
in paragraph 93 of their despatch. Tho sub-comniittoo also recommend that when the 
case has boon thorougWy explored by tho experts of the two go'i'ernments the statements 
prepared by those exports should bo laid before tho Standing Finance Committees of the 
Indian Legislative Assembly and the Biinna Legislative Council respectively, and that 
^presentatives of these committees should bo associated with the experts in the proceed* 
ings of the arbitral board.” 

'I’his is a point to which I would call the special attention of the House, — 
that the Burma Sub-Committee recommended not only that the experts* 
^tatement of the case should bo considered by the Standing Finance Com. 
inittee, but that the two Standing Finance Committees should be actually 
associated with the proceedings before the arbitral tribunal. • 
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Then lastly in oriler to make clear exactly what the present position 
is, I would remind the House of what the Prime Minister said in Jiis speech 
winding up the Burma Bound Table Conference. He said 

** It is on these general lines that His Majesty’s Government will be prepared to 
fntqie for the approval of Parliament a constitution for Burma separated from India. 
But the first stage is to ascertain whether the people of Burma endorse the provisional 
decision that separation should take place. To enable them to take a decision on this 
matter, they should bo aware not only of the general nature of the constitution proposed 
Imt also of the financial consequences of separation. The experts’ report on the financial 
problem has already been published. His Majesty’s Government will take steps in co- 
operation with the Government of India and the Government of Burma to press on the 
consideration of, the question to a decision. With this material before them, the. people 
of Burma will be in a position to decide whether or not they are in favour of separation 
from India. His Majesty’s Government consider that the decision might best be taken 
^ter a general election in which this particular issue has been placed before the elector- 
ate. The life of the present Legislative Council has been extended for a year so that the 
election must be held before the end of the year.” 


Now, it is ill connection with that that I wish to put to the House the 
reasons for our considering it necessary to bring forward this motion this 
session. The House is aware that the Government of Burma will probably 
hold elections on the lines indicated in the Prime Minister’s statement, in 
October of this year; and they will also appreciate the fact that it is im- 
portant that when tlie people of Burma are asked to vote at that election 
which will be an election for creating a Council which will have to consider 
the issue of separation, — they will realise that it is most important that 
the people of Burma should know exactly what the practical consequences 
of separation will be ; and among the most imix)rtant parts of those practical 
consequences are the financial consequences. Therefore we feel that i* 
the Government of Burma press us to proceed with the consideration of 
this financial issue and press also for the setting up of that arbitral tribunal 
during this Summer, so that its award might be known before the elections 
in October, we felt that we could not possibly resist : we should indeed be 
guilty of obstruction if we put ourselves in a position of making it 
impossible for them to proceed on those lines. Therefore we feel that we 
may be forced to deal with this financial issue in the course of the Summer 
months. That being the case, we could not possibly allow this session to 
close without putting the position before this House. I may inform the 
House that I took the opportunity of sounding the opinions of membere 
of the Standing Finance Committee on this question, and they all agreed 
that the Government of India would really be treating the Legislative 
Assembly in a manner which might be open to serious criticiMn if 
allowed this session to close without bringing this matter forward. 


That is the actual position with which we have to deal. I would no 
remind the House of exactly what has happened on the lines of tne p 
cedure .which was accepted by the Burma Round Table Coherence, 
financial experts, one on behalf of the Government of India ^ 
behalf of the Government of Burma, were appointed to make a y 
the technical issues involved; and the results of that study are 
in the Report which has been before the House for Vflmind the 

normally refer to now as the Howard-Nixon Report. ^ anything 

House in that connection that this Report does not to he any^ 

more than a statement of the case. It is true 

experts, in their desire to clear the ground as far as ® ^ urteeinent 

ibsues, went so far as to reach what iliey have described as an P 
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between themselves on certain issues. But the actual position is tiiat 
so far as the Goyemment of India are concerned, they are not in the least 
bound by anything which Mr. Nixon has said or recommended in &at 
Eeport. The issues on all the points are still entirely open. That Beport, 
I think Honourable Members will agree, is a very clear and I might say, 
a very excellent Eeport, and it really does state the issues in a way which 
under each head brings home exactly what is involved. Following out the 
procedure recommended by the Bound Table Conference, we submitted 
that Eeport for ccmsideration by the Standing Finance Committee, and the 
Standing Finance Committee has submitted its own Eeport upon it. Those 
are the documents which are before the House in the matter, and I think 
that any one who has found time to read those documents will feel that 
at least the issues are clearly stated. 

Now, Sir, the real question is, how far this House wishes to express 
vjCWS now on this question, and I think it might be of value to consider in 
what way such view’s could be expressed. Honourable Members can of 
course, if they so desire, criticise the whole plan of procedure, but I do 
not really see liow any reasonable man could do that. If the basic idea is 
accepted, — and I believe it is accepted by the Indian public, — ^that if Burma- 
wants separation, then India should n -t stand in the way, I find it im- 
possible to imagine a fairer method of procedure than the submission of the 
financial issues to an absolutely impartial arbitral tribunal. Anyhow, that 
particular proposal has been before the country since the publication of the 
Government of India's despatch in 1930, and I personally have not seen 
any criticism of it. So I think we may fairly take it that, as far as the 
general procedure is concerned, there is not likely to be any criticism of 
that. 

The second possibility is that Honourable Members might have views 
to express as to the nature of the ai’bitral tribunal. If they have, and 
if this debate should proceed, I can give the House an assurance that we 
should convey such views to H*s Majesty's Government to whom we will 
submit a report of this debate. 

Again, as a third possibility, views might be expressed as to the 
method in which Indian interests should bo represented before the tribunal. 
As to this, we have a definite recommendation already before us made 
by the Hound Table Conference, a recommendation to wliich I have 
already referred, that the Members of the Standing Finance Committee 
should actually be associated with the Government of India’s represen- 
tatives in arguing the case before the tribunal. This again is a suggestion 
which has been before the public for a long time, and again I have not 
seen any criticism of it. I think therefore that, I may take it, that this 
also is accepted as a suitable suggestion by Indian public opinion. 

Then as a fourth and last possibility, Honourable Members may wish 
to express views as to the actual technical issues involved. Here they 
Would have, as I have already said, to guide them the Howard-Nixon 
Report and the Eeport of their own Standing Finance Committee. I may 
remind them again, as I have already done, that the views expressed 
by Mr. Nixon in this Eeport in no" w'ay commit the Government of 
liidia, and I would further remind them that the Standing Finance 
Committee has in some important respects differed fmm Mr. Nixon’s 
views, ^ and I would say that the Government of India would certainly 
amount . of the Standing Fina-nce Committee’s views in arguing the 
®a8e before the tribunal. Equally the Government of India would take 



3018 X.BOISI.ATIVB ASSEMBLY, [5tH AbRIL 1082. 

' ' 4 

{Sir George Schuster.] 

account of any views that might be expressed in the course of the debate 
on the floor of this House. It must, however, I think, be generally admit- 
ted that, to secure anything like an exhaustive examination of the actual 
financial issues, which are involved, in the course of a debate in this 
Assembly would be extremely diflBcult. The issues are extremely com- 
plicated and w-e should w^ant a very great deal of time to discuss them, 
and I think every one would agree that an Assembly of this kind is really 
not a suitable place in wdiich to attempt to thresh out issues of that kind. 
So, speaking for myself and the Government, we should attach more 
importance and think it of more practical value if we were to get an 
expression of opinion on tho other three points to which I have referred. 
In the long run, if the matter is to bo handled, as recommended, by an 
impartial tribunal, India must rely for getting a fair deal, first on tho 
fairness of the tribunal, and secondly on the efficiency with which Indian 
representatives argue their case before the tribunal, and I doubt if it will 
be possible to evolve from a debate in this House anything like an intel- 
ligible brief on which those representatives could argue their case. 

Now, Sir, although I have dwelt on the difficulties of dealing with 
the technical issues in a debate in this House, I think it would be right 
for me just to call the attention of the House to w'hat arc tho main 
points involved in those issues. One may say that points on \\hic*h 
discussion w’ould have to concentrate may be divided under five heads. 
There is, first of all, the question of currency, then the question of 
pensions, then the question of military burdens, fourthly the question of 
debt, and lastly the consequences on the revenue position of the two 
countries — though these last are not so much matters for argument as 
calculations of what will be the result of the settlement on the other 
four heads. I 

Now, as regards currency, the question is indeed a very technical one. 
Honourable Members will find that the subject has been fully reviewed 
in the Howard-Nixon Keport, and that tho reporters have considered 
what should be the conditions which tho Government should accept, 
whichever of the two possible alternatives are adopted, — the two possible 
alternatives being either firstly that Burma should continue to use Indian 
currency, or secondly that Burma should decide to create a separate 
currency system of her own. Tho Standing Finance Committee in para- 
graph 4 of their Report have made some observations on this question, 
and I think they may be said to have stiffened up the directions which 
would be given to the representatives of the Government of India in 
arguing the case. Undoubtedly Government will press the point of view 
embodied in paragraph 4 of the Standing Finance Committee's Report. 

Then we come secondly to the question of pensions. That is the 
biggest point at issue between the representatives of the two Govern- 
ments. Mr. Nixon on behalf of the Government of India took up 
entirely different position to that which Sir Henry Howard on behalf of 
Burma found it necessary to take up, and there is a groat deal of money, 
involved in that particular point. Very briefly, I might put the issue 
in this way, that Mr. Nixon considered that the Government of Burma 
should bear a proportionate part of the Government of India's charges in 
respect of all pensions which had been already earned, ^ir Henry Howard 
thought that Burma should only bear the actual burden of pensions earned 
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in respect of actual service in Burma. The financial difference involved 
in that part of the issue is this, that according to Mr. Nixon’s calculation 
which would make Burma bear about 10^ per cent, of the total charges, 
Burma would pay annuities for a period of 15 years, at a gradually 
decreasing rate, starting with a payment of 105 lakhs per annum, whereas 
according to Sir Henry Howard’s plan, the initial payment would be only 
35 lakhs per annum. 

That concerns pensions which have already been earned. There is 
another possible controversial point as regards Burma share of part- 
earned pensions. There if we adopt the principle advocated by Mr. Nixon 
in respect of pensions which have already been wholly earned, we should 
stand on the same ground and say that Burma ought to bear 10^ per 
cent, of the value of the part-earned pensions at the time of separation, 
and Mr. Nixon has calculated that the capitalised value of those pensions 
would be something in the neighbourhood of 4^ to 5^ crores of rupees, — 
that is to say, Burnm share in the capitalised value would be that amount. 
Mr. Nixon has taken the line that Burma might have a reasonable counter- 
claim against that payment in respect of their share of what I may 
describe as ‘‘unproductive assets”. I do not want to go into details on 
that matter. 1 am merely referring to it now because that is another 
point in regard to which the Standing Finance Committee has thought 
that the advocates of the Government of India’s case might take up 
rather a stiffer line than Mr. Nixon himself had recommended. But 
1 wish to impress upon the House that the allocation of the pensions 
burden is perhaps the biggest point at issue between the two countries. 

Then, as regards military burdens, it is, of course, clear that Burma 
would have to undertake the actual cost of troops actually employed in 
Burma. But some members of the Standing Finance Committee have 
raised a wider issue. They contemplate that the Government’s repre- 
sentatives might at least claim some general contribution from Burma 
on account of the general services of defence which India will render. 
That is an extremely difficult issue, and I should not like to say more 
now than that we will see that that point of view is put before the 
arbitral tribunal. 

Then, we come to the question of debt. There Mr. Nixon has taken 
the line tliat in attempting to evaluate the debt by the historical method 
of approach, that is to say, by going back over the wdiole of the past 
history and trying to separate out those items of the public debt of 
India, which could be said to have been incurred on behalf of Burma — 
Mr. Nixon has taken the view that the historical method of approach 
would be impossible; that in fact, it would bo impossible to arrive at 
a practical result by this method. He has suggested another and much 
simpler, line of dealing with the debt question. He said in the first place 
that so far as Burma takes over the actual productive assets she should 
take over the corresponding debt against those assets. That I imagine 
is a clear proposition to which every one would assent. He then goes 

to suggest that las regards that portion of the i^ublic debt of India 
which is not covered by productive assets, Burma should take over a 
proportion representing Burma’s share in the general revenues — ^both what 

now central and provincial — representing Burma’s share in the general 
total revenues of India. That would be a 10^ per cent, share in the 
so-called unproductive debt, and that would be the same percentage which 
Nixon has applied in the case of the pension liability with which 
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I have already dealt. On that basis the total amount of debt which 
Burma would take over was at the time when this Beport was compiled 
about 62 crores, and it would be now on the latest figures about 
Bs.: 66J crores. 

Mr. Mu h a mm ad Yamin Kh a n (Agra Division: Muhammadan Bural): 
Do the pensions include military pensions also? 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Schuster: I am now talking about debt 
Pensions would of course fapply to military pensions also. 

On that point there may be room for differences of opinion. Some of 
the members of the Standing Finance Committee have recorded a dis- 
sentient note in which they say that they are not satisfied that the 
historical method of approach is impossible, land they wish the Govern- 
ment of India to attempt to follow up that method. I imagine they 
consider that by following up the historical method of approach India 
would be able to establish a much higher claim than under the method 
which Mr. Nixon has suggested. I wish to leave the House in no doubt 
as to what is my own opinion on that matter, and that is, that it would 
be in practice impossible to establish a satisfactory claim based on the 
historical method of approach, and I consider that the Indian represen- 
tatives would be well advised not to attempt to base their claim on 
arguments of that kind. But, Sir, we must preserve an open mind 
on this question, and if the representatives of the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee are to be associated with the Government of India in arguing 
India’s case, then clearly they will have a right to put forward their 
point of view. I imagine that if we proceed on those lines, there will 
be many opportunities for preliminary consultation before the arbitration 
actually starts, and in that case I believe that on further study of the 
matter, those who now' hold the view that the historical method of 
approach would be possible will be convinced that what we have suggested 
is the best method. But for the present I confine myself to stating 
what our view is and I assure the House that the view' which some of 
their representatives have put forward in the Beport of the Standing 
Finance Committee will receive full consideration. 

I have now dealt with the four ‘heads of currency, pensions, military 
burdens and debt, and the fifth head remains, — the consequences of the 
revenue position. There, according to the figures of 1929-30 on the basis 
of which Sir Henry How.ard and Mr. Nixon made their Beport, they work- 
ed out that India w'ould on balance be worse off by a sum ranging between 
2f crores and 3J crores after the separation. The difference between those 
two figures is really the difference between the alternative methods of. 
dealing with the pension question. That, as a matter of fact, presents the 
position from our point of view rather worse than it really would be, because 
if Burma were separated and Burma took over 66 to 70 crores of rupees of 
India’s debt, the provision for reduction and avoidance of debt which we 
are now making would be reduced proportionately and we should 
Kb. 80 laUis or sr> under that. The amount of that reduction, whatever i 
may should be taken off the figure of the financial loss m India, name y 
of the between jZ} crores and 8| crores to whidi I have already J*®" 

ferred. X refrain fipm giviog an exact figure because it would depend on 
what the amount of the debt was at the time of separation. 
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That, Sir, very briefly puts before the House what are the main issues 
involved in this question. Before I conclude, I would like to read to the 
Souse one passage from the report of the Burma Sub-Committee of the 
Round Table Conference which stresses a point which it is important to 
jear in mind in dealing with this whole question. The Sub-Committee 
•eport as follows: 

The Sub -Committee also endorse the view expressed by the Government of India 
n pe^agraph 82 of their despatch regarding the gieat desirability of adjusting the 
elation^? between the two countries in a spirit of reason and mutual accommodation so 
ts to avoid as far as possible the ill effects which might arise from so great a change in 
ong established practice *'• 

Sow, the point that I want to make is, that in considering the separation 
of Burma from India, if it is to take place, we should be concerned not 
only with adjusting matters like our financial relations; we should be con- 
cerned w’ith trade agreements and various other matters which will affect 
the future relations of the two countries, and if the House were to con- 
sider now wh*at instructions they would wish to give to. their own repre- 
sentatives in arguing the case before the arbitral tribunal, I should trust 
that they would instruct them somewhat on the lines of the' passage which 
I have just read out. We feel on this side it is most important that this 
matter should be approached in a spirit of fairness and in a spirit of give 
and take. It is perfectly possible to argue the case on theoretical grounds 
and take a so-called firm line and refuse to give way on every single detail; 
but we are dealing wnth a very difficult relation, the separation of a large 
area which has hitherto been treated as a single and indivisible part of 
the greater whole from which it is being separated, and if we try to be 
too strict and technical in our methods. I am afraid vre may do harm to 
the future relations between the two countries. Clearly we in the Gov- 
ernment of India would instruct our representatives to make the very most 
of the case. We must be fair to the Indian taxpayers, but I think it is 
important to put this point because I think it will perhaps help the House 
to deal with this matter now, if the general feeling is that the matter 
should be dealt with in a spirit of fairness and give and take. For on 
that understanding it vrould become less necessary to give absolutely pre- 
cise instructions on ever\^ point. Therefore, I would wind up by saying this 
to the House, that the House is not being asked now-, if it considers this 
motion, to express any view's on what is or is not a fair settlement. It 
would be asked to accept the principle that the matter shall be decided by 
an impartial tribunal and the most that it could do would be to give 
general instructions to the Government of India as to how- they w-ere to 
argue their case before that tribunal. If the House takes that view- and 
if the House also remembers a feature in the procedure to which I have 
already several times called attention that according to the recommenda- 
tions of the Bound Table Conference, members of the Standing Finance 
Committee will be associated w-ith the proceedings. I think. Sir, they may 
perhaps agree that to have had the matter brought forward in this way at 
the final stages of this session has not put them into a really embarrassing 
position, and that they can fairly accept that position after a very short 
debate. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Eajshahi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
> Sir, I move that the consideration of this motion be postponed tW 
the next Simla Session. I shall confine my speech to the narrow issue 
^hout postponement. It is admitted beyond all controversy that this iff 
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a very important matter and it is clear that it is also contentious, because 
the Standing Finance Committee was not unanimous. So far as I know, 
Mr. Aggarwal, Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda and my friend Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh, who is unfortunately absent to-day, have all saibmitted dis- 
sentient notes. I am grateful to the Honourable the Finance Member 
that he has left it to the decision of the non-official Members whether the 
oonsideration should be postponed. The only point that he argued in favour 
of the consideration at present is that the Burma Local Council will be 
asked to come to a decision about separation in August, both on financial 
and political grounds. In this Report we have the views of two experts 
from the British India side and also from the Burma side. I think we 
will be prejudicing the issue rather than helping it if this House now 
goes into a detailed criticism of the. particular items for finandial settlement. 
T think the House vnll be well advised to wait and see what the Burma 
Legislature decides, and there is no urgency why the House should bo 
asked to come to a decision at present. Sir, T move. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Burma : Non-European) : Mr. President, I 
rise to support my Honourable friend Mr. S. C. Mitra's amendment that 
consideration of this motion bo postponed to the Simla Session. My first 
concern is the interest of the province of Burma which I represent in this 
House; and at the outset I would like to express my gratitude and the 
gratitude ‘»f the province of Burma to my Honourable friend Sir George 
Schuster on the fair attitude that he has displayed in the course of the 
debate to-day. He has shown lhat, so far as ho is concerned, ho will 
adopt a fair and reasonable attitude towards my province ; and my con- 
cern on this question of financial adjustment if^ the interest of my province 
and my province alone. Whether the Honourable the Finance Member s 
attitude pleases all the other sections of the House or not is a matter with 
which I am not concerned. 

Sir, I am at present labouring under a severe handicap, as the official 
nominated Member from Burma, Mr. R. R. Brown, has gone to England. 
He naturally would have, if the necessity arose in this Ifouse, put the 
case of the Government of Burma. Then the European representative 
from Burma, Mr. John Tait, has also gone to England, and he is better 
qualified to speak on the technical financial aspects of this question than 
I am; and furthermore my two Biirman colleagues arc not here; U. Kyaw 
Myint has gone back to Burma and U Tun Aung has not been able to 
attend this session; and I shall find it extremely difficult to shoulder the 
sole responsibility of tackling this important and difficult question in this 
House -if the debate assumes a technical aspect. So, I support the amend- 
ment moved by my Honourable friend Mr. S. 0. Mitra mainly on the 
ground that T have not the assistance and the benefit of the presence of 
my fo\ir colleagues from Burma. 

Furtlv^.rmore, the Burma Legislative Council has not so far had an 
opportunity of expressing its opinion one way or other on this importan 
question. As a matter of fact, although the question has been before tbe 
public for some time, sufficient attention has not been devoted to it J 
Burma, and I have not been able to ascertain the points which my con- 
iCrtiituency would like to urge on this, important question. 
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As regards the motion itself, 1 wish to mention briefly, just one point; 
iMr. Nixon has been blamed by a certain Indian critic and the charge 
against him is that he has made Burma a gift of something like 60 crores. 
of rupees. Mr. Nixon is quite capable of looking after himself; but aa 
far as my province is concerned, I emphatically repudiate any suggestion 
that the Howard-Nixon lieport gives more to Burma than should have been 
given. As a matter of fact, representing my province's standpoint, I really 
must regard Mr. Nixon as a Shylock who has been too hard on my province.. 
(Laughter.) At this stage I do not propose to say anything more on the 
motion itself, and I do ask the House to help me by s/upporting my 
Honourable friend Mr. Mitra’s amendment for postponement of the 
discussion on this motion to the Simla Session. (Applause.) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham* 
madan Bural) : Sir, I support this motion ; and my chief ground for sup- 
portii^ it is that the demands that w'e have put forward before Burma 
are rather too small. They have not calculated in this report the amount 
which we spent on Bunna out of our revenue expenditure from year to 
year. Of course that is the way in which we can calculate it over a 
series of past years. We have been pressing this all this time, and until 
this is done I do not know whether we can actually calculate the amount 
which we have been spending out of our revenue during the last so many 
years. The second point which wo have not thoroughly calculated con- 
cerns the military expenditure. We must have a fair share from Burma 
in connection with all the military expenditure that we- have been in- 
cun’ing all these years, and this calculation has not yet been done. The 
third point is that it is also desirable that we should have some kind of 
fiscal relationship between Burma and India, and this is a very important 
point; that is, that if wc havt' these customs barriers between these two 
countries just as they are having between the smaller countries of 
Central Europe', then it will he to the mutual disadvantage of both. 
This is a point which ouglit to liavo been considered. I take this op- 
portunity, when we are saying good-bye to the Honourable the Leader 
of this House and when he is now going to represent us at the Ottawa 
Conference, of suggesting to him that one point which he may remember 
is that if wo consider every ('ountry to be a single unit, then the problem 
of customs will become very eomplieated. Customs may be looked upon 
from two points of view, — either as a measure of protection of industry 
to a country, or as a revenue-yielding proposition. For protection levy- 
ing customs duty is all right, but if you consider it as a revenue-yielding 
proposition, then you will have to consider the desirability of having a 
much larger unit. T would of course very much like to have the w’hole 
world as a single unit . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahimtoola) : Order, order. 
The Honourable Member is going info the merits, and it is verv nearly 5 
oVIock. I should like to know w'hether the House desires to discuss not 
only the motion for the adjournment of the debate but to go into the 
merits of the W'hole question which has been put before the House by 
the Honourable the Finance Member. In that case the Chair will adjourn 
the ^ouse till to-morrow. 

Br. ^Ziauddin Ahmad: I shall finish in one minute. Sir ...... 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahim^la) : I do not want 
the Honourable Member to finish,: if the House decides to go into the 
merits of the case, then the debate cannot obviously be finished to-day. 
But if the House generally agrees to postpone consideration till the Simla 
Session, then we can finish to-day. The, Chair wishes to know— it is 
nearly 5 o’clock now — as to what the wishes of the House are. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): We 
want the discussion to be postponed to the Simla Session. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhamniadan) ; Sir, everybody 
directly or indirectly wants to discuss the merits of the case, but there 
can be no real discussion now? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : i&ir, if the 
House really anxious for an immediate decision, I suggest that some 
Member might move the closure. 

An Honourable Member : I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola) : The Chair 
cannot accept the closure because there has not been a fair debate. The 
Chair wishes to know what the general feeling in the House is. 

Sir Abdur Rahim : Sir, if the Government are going to oppose this motion 
for postponement, then we should like to debate it. But if the Govern- 
ment accept the motion, then there is no difficulty. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I made it quite clear, Sir, that 
the Government certainly would not oppose a motion for post- 
^ ponement, but at the same time in making that clear I tried to 

make the House understand what might have to be done in the course 
of the Summer and what is involved in refusing to discuss the matter now. 
We put ourselves entirely in the hands of the House in the matter. 

Mr. Muhammad Tamin Khan: Whatever, Sir, has been said up to now 
has not made it very clear as to why exactly it ?-hould be postponed. Of 
course some Honourable Members' have raised the plea that they Jiavc 
not studied the question properly. That may be good ground. I find of 
course that there are certain Members who have not yet studied this ques- 
tion thoroughly and arc very anxious to postpone consideration; but unJess 
we find that there is something more which can be said on the point, we 
can decide one w'ay or the other. 

Mr. Presideut (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Hon- 
ourable the Finance Member has made his position quite clear, which is 
that he w^elcomew a full discussion either to-day or tomorrow, if the House 
desires to discuss this matter. If, however, a postponement is decided 
upon, then I understood the Honourable the Finance Member to say that 
Government intend to proceed during the Sununer months with the appoint- 
ment of arbitrators. Is that the position? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The point is, Sir, that we may be 
forced to a particular course: it is not for us to decide, it is for His 
Majesty's Government to decide. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : I would suggest. Sir, that it is much better to proceed with 
the discussion, because the object of any such adjournment will also be 
served. 

i 

Sir Abdur Bahim: I think. Sir, that the motion ought to be discussed, 
especially as the Honourable the Finance Member nays that the Govern- 
ment will go on with the appointment of arbitrators, — whether the whole 
question should not be postponed till the September Session? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : If that is the 
Government's position, the Chair will adjourn the House till Eleven of 
the Clock tomorrow. If the Government's position is that the status quo 
will be maintained and that nothing will be done in the meantime till 
the House discusses it at the next Simla session, then I take it that 
the House wishes to postpone it. If Government intend to proceed with 
measures of arbitration and otherwise, by which the country might be 
committed to certain things, then the non-official section of the House 
desires a discussion immediately. It is for Government to decide what 
course they wish to be adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I think 1 made it quite clear. 
Sir, that the power of settling this matter does not rest with us. If we 
could meet the wishes of the House, we should be very glad to mairtain 
the status quo and let this matter rest over till September; but His 
Majesty’s Government arc anxious that the financial issaie should be cleared 
up before the elections take place in Burma for the new Council which 
will have to decide the separation issue. I am not in a position to say 
whether arbitration will actually be set on foot before September, but I 
have thought it right to tell the House that it is quite possible that that 
might be the case and wo should have no power to stop it. That is our 
position. 

Mr. President: I take it that the House wishes to discuss the subject 
and the Chair will have to adjourn the meeting till 11 o’clock tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesdav, 
the 6th April, 1932. 
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The Assembly mot in the Assembly Chamber (A the (Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. rrcsident in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Employment ue Mrsr.iMs in the East Indian 

1117. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Aiv; Ouvcrniiauit aware that Sir Hasan 
Suhrawardv sni)miite(l a memorandum to the Railway Court of Inquiry 
re,i'ai*<lin;' the present position of ^lu^lim employment ■ in the East 
Indian Railway V Was the * memorandinu considered by the Court of 
Inquiry*.’ If so, wliat was its. decisi(jn? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Tlie reply to the first part is in the 
afllrmative. 'TIu' Ciovernmeiit ot India presunie that the C’ourt consi- 
dered the memorandum to the extent to whicli its contents were relevant 
to the impii?*v Tin* findings of the Court on tlu* issues referred to it by 
(iovt‘rnment will la* found at paiic^raphs d88 to 412 of the Report, a 
copy of which is in tlu* Library of the House. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I n'ad the Report of ilio (.’ourt of Inquiry, but I 
find tliert! is no refereiua^ an., wluuv to the eoiiienis of this paiticular 
docimieiit. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: Nor have 1 been abh‘ to find any 
roft*renei'.. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: So, practically tlu* nuanorancmni was not ('onsi- 
dcred. 


MESSAOE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: The follouiniif mossaL^e has been received 
Iroin the Seerelary of the Couueil of State: 

“I am directed to inform you that the Council of vSt it.^ h i'j. at its mcetinv- held on 
the 5th April, 1932, afjrecd without any amcadinonts to th«> Hill to Mipplcnteni. the 
heniral (^riminal haw AnicTidmerit Act, 1950, which was {';isscil Ity the Lep.^lalive 
Assembly at its meotinj; hold on the 30th March 1952.*' 


DEATH OK SIR BOMANJT DALAL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Londor of the House); Sir, it has 
fallen to my lot during the Inst two years on a numher of occasions to 
refer to the death of jircsent or former Members of this House. But I 

( 3027 ) 
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little thought that on the last occasion on which I shall sit in this House 
it would fall to me yet once again to perfornij the same melancholy duty. 
All Members must have heard with the greatest possible regret of the 
death of Sii* lloinanji Dalai who for eight years was a most respected 
Member of this House and one who, 1 think I may say, was personally 
beloved by iMcmbers in all sections of the House. 1 had no personal 
acquaintance with Sir Bomanji Dalai until I became a Member of the Assem- 
bly, but from the time I first joined, I always found him a. most friendly 
counsellor and a Member of the House who was. widely influential and 
who could therefore in times of dilficiilty often give helpful advice. It is 
well known that in his own home he took an active interest in agriculture, 
and at his own i‘xpcnse he introduced valuabh* experiments and took an 
active part in promoting colonization and development in unbroken areas. 
Those of us who were Members of this House some three years ago, will 
recollect that he was the only Member who was so unfortunate on the occa- 
sion, when the bombs were thrown in this House, as to receive personal 
injury, and it is at any rate a satisfaction to know, and I helieve it is so, 
that the injury he then rec-eived was in no way responsible for his death. 
I feel, Mr. President — 1 always feel — that to multiply words on those 
occasions, serves no purpose, but 1 shall always miss Sir Bomanji Dalai 

with the feeling that 1 have lost a personal friend. I am sure, Mr. 

President, the House will wish that you should communicate to his rela- 
tives their deep sympathy and regret. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
iluhammadan Rural) : I rise to associate my party and myself with the 
observations made by the Honourable the Leader of the House about the 
mournful and sorrow’ful passing away of Sir Bomanji Dalai. Sir, he was 
a gentleman from top to toe and everyone on this side of the House who 

came in contact witli liim learnt to love him and tf> admire him and to 

respect him. His quiet dignity and his frequent entertainment of friends 
ai social functions revealed to us that \vc had in him a very good friend 
and not merely an excellent counsellor. We all deeply mourn his loss and 
sympathi.se w’ith the bereaved family in their sorrow\ 

Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 

I never had tlie privilege of personal acquaintance with Sir Bomanji 
Dalai, but I have no hesitation in associating myself w’holc-heartedly 
with what has fallen from the Leader of the House. 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, I am very sorry to hear just now’^ of the death of my old friend, Sir 
Bomanji Dalai. He was a great figure in this House for many many 
years. Hi.s genial spirit and his great entertainments which ho used to 
give here were well known to all the Mcml)ers of the Legislature. Only 
in the .last Assembly wo found that he wa.s one of the victims who suffered 
from the bombs which were thrown in this House. Even after the in 
juries he received, he show’cd a great spirit of courage and he was cheerful 
throughout when we saw him in the hospital. His place had been taken 
by one of his cousins, Dr. Dalai, and though w^o always w^olcomo Dr. Dalai, 
w’c certainly missed Sir Bomanji in the present House greatly. I do not 
find adequate words to express the sorrow which I felt w^hen i just hearch 
as soon as I came up to my sent, that Sir Bomanji passed away. With 
these words, T associate nivself and my party with what the previous 
speakers have said about him. 
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Mr. J. Bamsay Scott (United Provinces : European) : The European 
■Group wish to be associated with the condolences which will be sent to 
the relatives of Sir Eomanji Dalai. I personally have not had the pleasure 
of knowing Sir Bomanji, but some of my group have had, and I feel 
certain that they will miss him much, now that he is gone. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, as tin 
old and personal friend of the late Sir Bomanji Dalai, I rist; io associtite 
'vith all the sentiments that Jitive been expressed in this House. 

I hiid the jirivilege of knowing him in the early days of this Assembly till 
the day he left it. 1 can ri (?aU to imanory that day when bombs were 
thrown in this Hoiisi;, the wonderful courage and spirit displayed by him 
in uttiir disregard of his own injuries tuid his concern for others who were 
wounded. This House possessed in the late Sir Bomanji ti not frequent 
speaker, but tis the Hoiujiirtible tlie Leader of the House said, a true coun- 
sellor and a genial frii'iid whom (*ver\ on(‘ resjiected. I echo the sentiments 
that have been expressed by my friend Mr. Kanga Iyer when he described 
the Ifito Sir Ihananji Dalai as a giaitiianan from top to toe and it is with 
^reat pain and grief tliat T mourn tlie loss of my dear friend, Sir Bomanji 
Dalai. 

Mr. President (The; Honourable S‘ir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The Chair 
wishes to associate itself with all that has fallen from Honourable Mem- 
bers, and wishes to join in the sentiments which have been expressed on 
the lamentable loss whicli has been sustained. The Chair will communi- 
cate to the relatives of the deceased the unanimous feeling of sorrow and 
sympathy to which the House has given expression. 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Undistributed Credit Balance of a Driver in a Mule Corps. 

Mr. J. B. Blair (Government of India : Nominated Official) : Sir, I lay on 
the table, a statement giving the information promised in reply to starred 
question No. 1083 asked by Mr. S. C. Mitra on the 80th March, 1032. re- 
garding imdisbursed credit balance due to Driver 431 of the 37th Mule 
Corps. 


I presume that the Honourable Member i’^ reforiinir to niulisburseil citAlit bilanoe-s 
due for services rendered during the Great War and Waziristan Operations 1919 — 24. 
If my presumption is correct, the answer i») his question is a.s follows : 

(a) Yes, but obviously identity has to be est-ahlished. 

(ft) Yes. 

(r) None can be traced. 

(^), (c) and (/). In 1928 inquiries were made through the Deputy Commissionet*, 
Rawalpindi, who reported that the relatives of a driver of the s;im© name stated that 
the man had died on service. It was established that this w’as not the man to whom 
money was due. and no further inquiries were made until January, 1932, when a claim 
received through a third party cm powdered to receive payment. Before aiaking 
payment, the Officer-in-Chargo, Records, satisfied himself as to the genuineness of 
J'he claim. 
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(<7) Balances must be retained until claims are established. Entitled persons who 
bring their claims to the notice of civil officials, commanding and recruiting offirois 
and District Soldiers* Boards should, not ordinarily require to employ paid agents 
Payment has been made to agents only in cases whore the civil authorities have l)eeu 
unable to trace the person entitled to the credit balance. 

(h) Since the publication of Army Instruction (India) No. A. -16 of 1927, a total 
sum of Its. 6.22,145-0-10 lias )»eeii paid out. Of this, only Rs. 1,991-7-3, have boon 
paid through a third party. 


REPORT ON FINANCIAL QUESTIONS ARISINO OUT OF THK 
PROPOSED SEl'ARATION OF BURMA FROM l^Dlk—confd. 

Mr. President: Further (‘onsidcTation of tin* niotioir’*- mikI amond, 
ment.t 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinros S'onthorn Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I was supporting this motion for postponement, and 
as T said yesterdavi I do not like to enter into any del ails of the various; 
proposals, but shall confine myself to mere general observations; and in 
ease the motion is not aceej^ted, then 1 hope that I will be. able to enter 
into various details 


Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Ibraliim Rahimtooln) : The Hon- 
ourable Member should address the House oti both (ho motion and the 
amendment. There eannot bo two diseussions. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Then I will take mv ehance. The next thiiijj 
that T should like to make (piite clear is that, by mv i)arlicipating in \h> 
discussion, T should not be assumed or misunderstoixl as being in favoin 
of separation. In fact I am neither in favour of so])aration nor agaiiis;, 
it. Rut I believe that this is a question for (he Rurmans to decide, .uid 
not for the people of India or for the Legislative Assembly; but I d' 
niainlain that if artificial propaganda is (*arried on, (lien wt* Members of 
the Assembly ought to resent it. The first thing that I sho\ild like te 
consider is the question of the customs between J3urma and India. In llni? 
eonneetion 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Rahimtooia) : 'i’lie ITouonr- 
able Member cannot go into the question of the separation of Biirina o.n 
this motion. The only issue before the House is the financial adjustinents 
between Burma and India if separation matiTialiscs by tbe vote of tli*^ 
Burma legislative Council. That is the issue before the House, and tlu 
amendment is that the House should postpone consideration till the next 
se.ssion in Simla. The question of separation of Runna is not rclevaul 
the j)fesent discussion. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In ease Bunna is separated from India, I shoiij'| 
like to mention one or two indispensable conditions whi(*h must be 
down before we can agree to the separation, and that is the only pom- 
which is the subject matter of the Nixon-Howard scheme, under 
conditions financially we should agree to it. 


♦“That the Report of the Standinpr Finance Committee on financial qiieslK-ns 
ing out of the pr.ii’osed separation of Burma from India be taken into considevatio 

+“That the con.sideration of this motion be postponed till the next Simla 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola) : The question 
s what should be the financial adjustments between India and Burma 
f Burma decides to separate. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am just taking up those financial adjustments. 
The first question that I should like to take up is the question of currency. 
That is really an important thing. I maintain and am very strongly in 
avour of the arrangement that the (iovcmnient of India should continue 
o be the currency authority both for India and for Burma, until such time 
IS our dues are paid u}> and until some better arrangements may be 
ound; and in case the licserve Bank is established, then the Beserve Bank 
hould be the eurrency authority and it should have a spei-ial branch at 
[{angoori for carrying on the business. Until such time, the Imperial 
Bank may carry on the work on behalf of the Government of India. But 
[ consider it is rather important that the currency policy should be one 
or both countries. That, I think, is one of the financial adjustments 
^vhich we should have before we can agree to any separation. 

The second thing which ij referred to in this question is about the 
illocation of debts. I believe that llie c.ileiilations have omitted certain 
rery important items, and they ought to be included; and the amount of 
[iharge now sliown i.s much less than really we ought to claim. They have 
jnly allocated the [iresent debts of the Government of India; l>ut 1 think 
they should have included not only the expenditure we have incurred out 
Df our revenue accounts, but the money actually spent in Bunna during 
the first and second Burmese wars and also the overhead charges, by which 
[ mean the maintenance of the Government of India and the charges for 
he maintenance of the Secretary of State and his office. All these things 
lave to bo calculated and they ought to be debited to the account of 
Burma; and for this pmpose as my friend, Mr. Baju, suggested in the 
Finance Committee a historical approach is unavoidable; though it may 
3C difficult, still we have to calculate some figures which may be accepted 
ly us; and it is therefore desirable to have a historical approach and 
calculate the expenditure we have incurred on Burma as well as the over- 
u^atl charges since Bunna came iiilo India. Tliis figure will be much 
ligger and it is one of the reasons fin* which I am going to support the 
notion of my Honourable friend Mr. Mitra, because this calculation is 
exceedingly desirable and perhaps it may bo ready by ilu* time we meet 
It Simla. 

Another question is the question of pensions. This also is not a very 
simple matter and 1 think the recommendations involved in the Nixon 
Beport do not go far enough; still wo can have some kind of adjustment of 
bis ])articular question. Wo started with the suggestion that all these 
Jcrsons who are now serving in India iircspective of the fact whether they 
^ave their service in Burma years before, we may take them and he res- 
ponsible for all the pensions that may aecruo in future. Similarly Bunna 
be responsible for the pensions of persons who are now serving in 
Burma irrespective of the fact whether they served partly in Burma and 
tartly in India. But the calculation of pensions of persons who have 
^tu'ved partly in Bumia and partly in India depending on the length^ of 
service may be difficult. Therefore this is a thing which requires more 
“ireful consideration, and this is another reason why I support the motion 
postponement. 

. My next argument is on the question of defence. This point was also* 

faisefi hxT IVTnwkVkAw T nnf.irtA f.Viaf. rkrftnf.inftllTT 0.11 miv 
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from Customs is equivalent to our expenditure on the Army approximately; 
and I also notice that if you take tlie figures of customs receipts in Burma 
alone, they come to about one-fifteenth of the total income derived from 
(.ustoms in all the ports of India. Therefore we can make adjustment 
in either of two ways : either India may take the responsibility 
of tlie entire Army and may give such Army as may be necessary for 
the internal administration in Burma; but in that case India 
should have complete control of Customs duties in Burma and all the 
customs collected in Burma should come to India. The second method 
of adjustment, which is also to be calculated and which we cannot hurrv 
over is this: that the Customs may be realised by the Government of 
Burma and they should, by some mutual agreement, pay us a certain 
amount of money for the maintenance of Burma. It is really to the 
jnutiud advantage of both Burma and India if we pool together in matters 
of defence. If an .Army is inaintaineHl for the definice of Burma from 
India, or if an .Army is maintained hi India .for the defence of India ex- 
pecting a possible attack from Burma on Adia, then expenditure for both 
countries will be very liigh. Therefore, it would be to our advantage to 
pool together in matters of defence, and the two methods which I hav* 
suggested may be considered carefully by the time we meet in Simla. If 
we pool together in matters of defence, then both India and Burma would 
be mutually responsible for the defence of cither country. 

Then the last point is the question of customs. If these two countrie.i 
are separated, then there ought to be no customs between India and 
Burma. This will also he to the mutual advantage of both countries. Wo 
may pool together in customs and in defence, and both countries will be 
benefited by this arrangement. Here I may say that there are two kinds of 
Customs duties, one is for the sake of protection like the duty on wheat. 
The income for this duty is practically nil. The same is the case with 
regard to the duty on sugar. But tlicre are also other duties called the 
revenue-yielding duties, and in this ease it is very desirable that we should, 
if possible, take tlie wliolc world as one unit and adopt free trade, and if 
that is not possible, the next unit which w'o will have to consider is the 
unit of the British Empire. That might be taken to be the unit, and 
I hope in the Ottowa Conference the Honourable tlie Lcadi'r of the House 
will consider the qiu'stion and put-' forward a claim. Wo know that aa 
per cent, of our articles arc imported from the British Empire and 45 
per cent, come from outside the British Empire, and if the whole of tlio 
British Empire forms one unit as regards Customs duties, it will he to 
the mutual advantage of the countries forming part of the British Empire. 
At this stage wo should voiy mucli like that Burma and India should 
form 6ne unit and there ought not to be any customs barrier. Therefore, 
this is a point which has to be very carefully considered when discussing 
the Nixon-Howard Keport, and the broader question of the British Empiric 
forming one unit can be discussed at the Ottowa Conference. 

lieforo closing rny (observations, Sir, I should like to say a few words 
as this is perhaps the last occasion when we can meet the Hononrnble 
the Leader of tlie House. I want to pay my tribute to the services 
which he hag rendered to this House and also to individual Members, and 
when he leaves the shores of this country, I hope he will remember us 
• and will continue to render his help and advice to this country, and that he 
will always think of us while enjoying his well earned rest at Homo. , 
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Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Mer\var>ji : General) : Sir, the 
matter of this motion is of very, great importance. It is very complex and 
controversial in character, so controversial that the decision will have to 
be taken not by an agreed conclusion between the two countries but by a 
third party. The matter is also one for financial experts to decide. The 
Standing Finance Committee have considered the matter, and some of us 
have appended a separate note to it to stress some of the more important 
points which should be considered by Government. In fairness to our- 
selves and to all, I must say that the matter can be properly handled only 
by financial experts, and the lleport of the Standing Finance Committee 
in so far as it represents the vitiws of the non-olficial Clumbers and our 
separate note, do not represent Indian expert opinion. The Honour- 
able the Finance ]\lenibcr has said that this matter does not lie entirely 
in the hands of the Government of India, but in those of the British 
Government. I'liat being so, the ease for India and Burma will have to 
be placed before a tribunal which will have to be ax)pointed either by the 
British Government or by agrtHniieut of the two parties. The Govermnent 
of India have not stated what their views arc and what ease they are 
going to put before the tribunal. Tin* case for India which should be 
put before the tribunal would be the ca c for the people of India, because 
it is the people of India who would e'-entually have to bear the burden 
of the decision which the tribunal will arrive at. It appears to me, 
thendore, that in (u-dor to sidth' this matter properly, Government should 
appoint a eoinmitt('e of Indian experts consisting of two or three people 
like Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, who would consider the matter, investi- 
gate the entire question and come to a decision, and that decision should 
be submitted in th(j form of a brief which should be handed over to the 
counsel wdio will argue the (lovernmcnt of India’s case before the tribunal. 
1 am sure Government will accept the decision and the conclusions which 
the Indian experts will arrive at because the interests of the Government of 
India and of the people of India in this matter are identical. I am of 
opinion that the Government suould entrust this matter to two or three 
Indian financial experts and take their opinion and place that opinion 
before this House. If however there is not ernaigli time for it and the 
tribunal is appointed in the meantime, and that tribunal proceeds to 
consider tlu* matter, then the opinion of the ex])i‘rts and tlie final instruc- 
tions of the Govornmeni of India should bo placed in the hands of the 
counsel who will argue India’s ease before the tribunal and ho should bo 
asked to do so on the streiigtli of the facts which are placed in his hands. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Nou-Muhamrnadan) : Sir. we are dis- 
cussing a hypothetical question. It is seldom that this House discusses 
hypothetical questions but the Honourable the Finance ^Member made it 
clear that his hands are. tied in this matter as wen* the hands tied of the 
Indian inemberH of the Conference at the Bound Table Conference in 
liOTulon. So wo have to express our opinion on a hypothetical question — 
in case such and such a thing w’ould happen, how the financial relations 
hetwoen Burma and India should he adjusted. When 1 express my views 
about the adjustment of financial relations, whatever views I have ex- 
pressed before on tlie other aspects of the question relating to the separa- 
tion of Burma, I stand by the same. 

Sir, before T go into the merits of the question. Kd uu' say I was surprised 
to find my friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad bringing out extraneous matters 
like the Ottowa Conference, the Imperial Conference and Free Traffic, 
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which do not arise when we are considering the> problem about ^e finan- 
cial adjustment of the future Burma and future India. If they will be 
separated, Burma will be a sovereign country and India too will be a 
sovereign country and their trade and commercial relations would be 
adjusted according to their commercial exigencies, by their sovereign 
Legislatures. Nobody wants that India should separate from Burma, nor 
Burma should separate from India; nor does India want to separate from 
the Empire. Hut if Burma is separated from India by Britain, I will wish 
Burma good luck. When my friend the Honourable tlie Einance Member 
spoke yesterday, he was labouring under certain difiiculties as most of 
us are labouring under similar ditlicultios. The Honourable the Einance 
Member pointed out three courses open to the House; one was to discuss 
the mutter fully to-day, the second was to ailjourn the question, and the 
third was to express our views about the dilliculties that Metubers feel, 
and then the question can be adjourned till the next session. Sir, I 
adhere to the third course suggested by my Honourable friend, the Einance 
Member. I am equally labouring under difiiculties and I shall point 
out certain difficulties which will have to be solved if the grand Moghul 
in Ijondon appoints an arbitral tribunal to settle the financial relations 
between India and Burma. Whether the grand Moghul will be allowed 
by the members of the Round Tabic Conference to do that, I am not 
concerned at present. 

Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Munshi was rather bard on my friend 
Mr. Nixon. He mentioned that Mr. Nixon had been a Shylock, and that 
he' had been very hard on Burma. The difficulty that I find is that 
there are seven or eight opinions about the adjustment of the financial 
relations between Burma and India current in the public press. There 
is the extreme view of Sir Henry Howard, who does not want to con- 
cede anything to India, who rather adopts the line of the Congress and 
wants to repudiate all financial responsibilities to India and even debts to 
India. Then there is the middle course which my Honourable friend 
Mr. Nixon has adopted. He has tried to apply his mind as best as he 
could and he does not want to go into the historical analysis of the 
situation. He has suggested a mid-way and ho has assessed the debt 
position at Es. 66 crores. Then the Standing Einance Committee con- 
sidered it and they came to two different views. One view was urged by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Eaju, and^ three other members afterwards 
signed a minute of dissent on those lines, and the other view was 
expressed by the main Committee. The four gentlemen stick to the 
idea that the historical analysis should be followed up. Then, there arc two 
other views that are public property not only in India but in England. 
It is the Report on the financial obligations between Great Britain and 
India which was made by three financial experts of the Congress Select 
(^ommittee appointed by the Indian National Congress. My Honourable 
friend the Finance Member the other day quoted in his Budget speech 
from Mr. K. T. Shah’s ‘‘Federal Finance of India*’, and Mr. Shah, in 
his minute of dissent which is to be found in volume 2 of the Report 
of the Congress Select C^ommittee, has put the figure at Rs- 100 crorcs 
as public debt against Burma, while the majority of the Congress Com- 
mittee has nsscsst'd it at Rs. 80 crores. T do not know if my fjiend 
Mr. Nixon has had access to these Reports. I am glad to know that 
h^has seen them, and I hope that he will agree with Mr. Shah’s findings^ 
These are difficulties which can be solved by an arbitral tribunal. But 
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who will appoint the tribunal? Not the Secretary of State, not Great 
j^ritain. The fact is that the Congrt‘ss Committee has found that part of the 
debt should be a charge on England. Then how can Great Britain appoint 
an arbitral tribunal, wliich will go and decide against (ireat Britain 
herself? So, I would suggest if there is to be an arbitral tribunal, it 
should be appointed by the League of Nations, and there should be a 
representative of Great liritain, a representative of India and a representa- 
tive of liiiriria on it. In that ease the different aspects of tin* (luestion 
can be examined and all fears, suspicions and apprehensions can be met, 
and the findings of tlu^ (chairman of that tribunal would he aca^eplable 
to us. 

When I read this IToward-Nixon mcmoranduni, I was faced with 
certain difhculties. I find at page 4: 

“The proportion^ of gold, .seouritie.s and silver receivable by the Government of 
Burma would have been approximately — 

Gold 21 per lefit. 

Sterling securities 30 per rent. 

Indian securities 11 per cent. 

Silver, 38 per cent.” 

If BuiTiia’s revenue is 10.^ per cent, of the total revenue of India, I 
cannot understand why Burma should expect a 21 per cent, share of the 
gold reserves or 88 per cent, of silver. 1 am not concerned wdth the ques- 
tion of separation, but I do not agree with that part of the recommendation 
that if Burma is separated tlie two countries should have a combined 
cuiToncy or should have a combined Eeserve Bank. It will create a lot 
of bad blood and friction if the tw^o countries are not directly responsible 
TO a central authority, if they have to operate on the same bank and 
operate on the same currency. I cannot understand the logic of Sir 
Henry Howard when he wants to pay only 5 per cent, of the pensionary 
charges, and at the same time claims 21 per cent, of the gold reserves. 

I think there must l)e equity. If the representatives of the Burmese 
Ooveminent do not want to pay the other obligations to the same extent, 
then why sliould they claim on the reserves so much? There is another 
thing. The Standing Finance Committee has not expressed its final view 
the military charges. If separation be a settled fact, as Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald has siiid elsewliere, then T do not understand why India 
>hoiild bear any responsibility for (lie defence of l^urma. 

Mr. S., C. Mitra: It should be borne by the English Exchequer. 

Mr. B. Das: The military t'xpenditure of India sliouhl be redueed by 
per cent, at least, if not more. As I uudersland the inilitarv charges 
India, halt of tlicm are on tlio \Vesteru frontier and the other half on 
^ho Eastern frontier. Considering the frontier that l^iinna has, I think 
that Burma should hear 20 or 80 per eeiit. of the present inilitarv charges, 
because a good deal of money is spent on the Eastern frontier. Therefore, 

^ say that the Chairman of ihi} tribunal should he an independent man 
y»’ho does not belong to the British Empire, because at every stage the 
interest of Great Britain (‘omes in. and knowing as I do that Burma, if 
is separated, will have to run her administration at a serious loss for 
years and years. We have run the administration of Burma for many 
y^jars at a loss, and we will not grudge it if she continues to remain as* 
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part of British India. But if she is to be separated, Great Britain will 
have to bear all future losses and all obligations and not India. As we 
object to the Indian Army being transferred to the Chinese frontier or the 
Egyptian frontier, or anywhere else in case there is war in any other portion 
of the globe, without our specific sanction and approval, so we will not like 
Indian armies to go and defend Burma or the Burmese frontiers. Burma 
will be a separate entity then like South Africa or any of the British Colonies 
and wo will bo only tied together througli the silken Imperial tie or throiiLOi 
the League of Nations. 1 recognise that Burma has great religious tics 
with India. Burma is entirely a Buddhist country, and for centuries the 
sons and daughters of Burma will look to Budh Gaya as their sacred place 
foi religious and cultural inspirations. If there is separation, let it be 
peaceful and harmonious and let the financial adjusimont be done in justice 
and equity. Let it not be in the intiTost of the poorer member which is 
to-day forced to hc' separated through higli rmperial policy and I trust that 
the authority which will preside over the destinies of Indica and Burma 
would so assess the debt position in a manner which will be fair to both 
countries and India wiW not be asked to forego money spent on account 
cf Burma or Great Britain. 

My friend ]\Ir. Harbilas Sarda suggested that Sir Puvshotamdas Thakiir- 
das and other experts from India should give their opinion. My friend Sir 
Purshotamdas "riiakurdas, h(»ing a member of the Bound Table Conference, 
cannot very well he an independent arbitrator at present, and so I think 
my original suggestion will be the b(‘st for the settlenu'nt and adjustment 
if financial relations. The Standing Finanecj (Committee made certain 
mention of tariffs and inv Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin talked glibly 
of free trade, which is indirectly a pressure on Burma. I have made iny» 
position clear. No pressure should he api)lied on either country and India 
will not ask for any “most favoured'’ tn^atrnont from Burma. For Ion" 
India will consume Hunrifi rice and teakwood aud other timbers, (.l/^ 
Honourable Member: “and kerosinc oil.'') Of coiii'se kerosine oil to-dav Iim:^ 
an excise duty, and prol)ahly next year the excise duty will equalise tint 
import duty, and if separation comes, it will he surely equalised. That 
situation does not arise and India will also supply Burma with steel and 
other articles of Indian manufacture. T do not want any favoured treat- 
ment for Burma on the tariff ifiatter, nor would I suggest that Burma 
should ask the Government for that. If the two countries enjoy equal 
status. Dominion Status, then the two countries can negotiate for favoured 
treatment like what Canada does to-day with Germany and Japan, ami wli:'' 
Australia or South Africa do with sovereign nalions hut if Hurina is n<’t- 
created sovereign State and asks Great Britain for favoured treiitineiit 
we will also ])i* asked i>y Great Britain to show similar lavours to Binaui 
and that will create other difficulties and raise otlu^r complications. Ihese 
are some of the difficulties which are faeing me. My friends may raipe 
other points in regard to difficulties faeing them, and if tin* British 
ment are going to settle everything in their own way, let them at lea^^ 
appoint as Chairman of the tribunal some one from outside the Bn 
Empire. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjarn cinw Vi/agapatnm : Non-Muhaminndan 

Rural); I was on the Standing Finance Committee and was ° jjke 
signatories of this Report, and I thought it desirable that I should 
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one or two matters clear and submit a little explanation before the House- 
in the five specific points raised by the Honourable the Finance Member 
SO that this House may give such direction as it may think i)roper for the 
representatives of the Standing Finance Committee in accordance with the 
wishes of the Round Table Conference to submit their case. At the very 
outset, it must be stated that the question of Burma separation was not 
in issue before the Standing Financci Committee, and it is not in issue 
here either. That issue of separation has been eluding our grasp. There 
is another question which is intimately connected with the qur "^n of 
.^iiparatinu and wliich is in the nalure of a finnneial obligation. Tht . is the 
question of Madras. Madras lias by Andhra, labour aiul Clielty gold made 
Burma wliat it is and it is very important to know to what extent money 
has been invested by the Chetties of Madras in Burma. I am told it 
approximates to 80 crorcs and when the question of financial obligations is 
(ionsid(‘red, 1 tliink it might 1)0 desirable to have some sort of assurance 
or safeguards for those who lia^e invested large sums of money in that 
country. The matter that was referred to the Standing Finance Committee 
was as to how the financial obligations between the two countries should 
he. taken 11 ]) from the point of view of the Governments of both countries, 
Jn that light, the Howard-Nixon Miinorandum was prepared. I must 
confess that we were not finaiieial experts on the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee. With our knowledge we might have made mistakes. If mistakes 
were made, they were made unintentionally. We were guided by the 
])oints raised in tin* Howard-Xixon Memorandum and we thought that the 
approach of tliat subject from tlu* point of view of the two Governments 
in its adjustment of financial obligations should he approached as was 
shown by the Howard-Xixon iMeinorandmn. Accordinglv we proceeded on 
that Memdranduin. There was some difference of opinion on some issues 
hilt on th(' whole it was a fairly unanimous Report, 1 should say. The 
questions which engagc'd onr attiaition and which also showed that there 
was some difforenee of o])iniou were the qu<*stion of the historical approach. 
Tin* other was the financial obligations with the maintenance of the Army 
in India, and the third was about the pensions. With regard to the his- 
torical a])j?roach, I. would like to refer to this paragraph : 

I I 

“Tho w;is not in a po>ition to arrivo at any aefinito l’onc■lu^ion on the 

question wliether it is possible to .make .a- hi.storieal annlvsl.s of tlie element' com- 
posing tho public debt in order to calculate Ihirina’s liability to India in tho mittor 

of the so-called ‘unproductive’ d(*bt.’* ^ 

To this T ex])res>'i‘d in\ dissent whiidi is found in the footnote which was 
referred to by niv Honourable friend Mr. Das. I thought that such a 
historical a.p])roach was ])ossihle, but in all fairness to Government, it 
must bo said oik* formidable argument that was brought to bear upon that 
question against the vii»w that I then took and 1 still take was that the 
question of going into this historical approach was largely complicated by 
the exchange. S(>nu'tim(*s tlu’ exehange was at Rs. 10 a pound and some- 
times Rs. 15 a pound, 'rheii, Kir, .some dilBculty was expressed on the 
part of the Government in making iliat historical approach that it might 
not be possible to go into that rtH'ord bi'eause, even in the records which 

were available to the Government of India, there were statistics which 

wore.sometimes shown under pounds and sometimes under rupees and on 
account of that, complication with file exchange question, the exchange 
being at various rates, it was contended on behalf of tho Government tb^t 
PUeh a historical approach was not possible 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Can you not show pounds and rupees separately? 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju : I am simply putting forward the view of the 
Oovernment as to wliy they thouglii a historical approach was not possible. 
That was, as E said, the only formidable argument that could be brought 
to bear upon that question. Now considering the announcement made by 
Mr. Shah in the Congn'ss memorandum referred to by Mr. Das, an.d con- 
sidering also that those periods were specihe j)eriods when exchange was 
at certain periods at l\s. 10 and at certain other periods at Its. 15, I 
thought it was ({uite possible, since those periods were specific, that wo 
•could approacdi that question from the historical point of view and thus 
be able to see how far wai have incuiTcd expenses on account of Burma 
and how much Burma is liable to pay under those conditions. That was 
one question which this Assembly in giving a direction to the Standing 
Finance ( ’oinmittee might consider, if they think tliat it is quite possible 
for a historical approach to he made notwithstanding that objection that 
the exchange situation has complicated matters, 1 think a specific direction 
should be given to its rt^prestntativo to press that point before the impartial 
tribunal. 

The second question on which some difference of opinion was expressed 
by some Members who appended a note concerned the military charges. 
Sir, this particular paragraph on the military charges in the Standing 
Finance Committee’s Report runs as follows: 

‘*15. It is of course accepted that Burma must bear the cost of any military .^arri 
son to be maintained in Burma and that this garrison mu'^t be maintained at 'sntii- 
-cient strength to provide for all the normal reejuirements of Burma. The Coinniittce 
particularly having regard t-o the uncertainty as to the future constitutional positim 
in the matter of the defence of India did not feel able to make any final re:;oni- 
mendations on the wider issue as to whether beyond this Burma ought to contribute * 
to the general cost of the Army to be maintained in India, but it recognized that 
there might be grounds on which such a contribution might be demanded.** 

Sir, that w'as the recommendation of the Standing Finance Committee. 

In their minute of dissent some Honourable Members have expressed the 
view that a contribution should be levied from England and also that a 
portion of that contribution should be borne by Burma as the Army main- 
tained in India is an Imperial Army. Sir, that fiossibility was not i-x(iln(U‘d 
in the paragraph I refer to, but aorne explanation is necessary for me to 
explain the point. If there was any mistake in making any recommenda- 
tion on behalf of the Standing Finance Committee, I take the full 
responsibility because the original draft was in accordance with the minute, 
but I requested the Standing Finance Committee to consider it in its 
present form and it was approved namely, that as# the constitutional posi- 
tion of India is still uncertain, we do not know what shape the future 
control of the English Army in India will take. If wo were to say that the 
Imperial- Government should bear a portion of the cost, then it could 
reasonably be contended that the Imperial Govomment F4hould have control 
over that expenditure and over that Army; but in view of the fact that it 
is our earnest desire that wc should asy^nime complete control over the 
military expenditure, and in view of the uncertainty of the future constitu- 
tion, we thought that question might not now be decided. Further, there 
was no question of India bearing any portion of Burma’s share of th^ cost. 

It will be seen from the Heward-Nixon Memorandum, that Burma sJUd 
that she would he satisfied with the cost of about Rs. 2 crores on the 
score of . its defence, but. Sir, we have been spending aeveral crores oi 
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rupees on army purposes, — so at the rate of 2 crores of rupees for Burma, 
the ordinary cost for the whole of India on account 6f the Army would be 
somethin-^' likt* 17 c-iores of ru|>cL‘s only — :\ cost which was once considered 
to be adequate by Lord Eipon's Government. But since we are spending 
so much money now, the question arises whether all this expenditure on 
army purposes ia being incurred for India’s sole benefit and sole interest. 

It is not so; and therefore the extra cost should either be chucked out and 
our cost should be reduced on the analogy of Burma, or, if it is to be 
carried as au Imperial charge here, then somebody else must be got to 
pay for it; and therefore, Sir, in that light I request that the House may 
consider this pMi*agraj)h, and tlu*\ will, 1 sul)niit, find that all possible 
objections can be met by the wording of the paragraph itself. So far asi 
the Congress is concerned, it is nof my di‘sire to go into this Congress 
memorandum at great length, becaui^e the whole question was reviewed 
here in the Keporb of the Committee on financial obligations presented by 
the Congress, at great length. The majority of that Committee were of 
the opinion that it is not Burma but England which has got to pay for all 
these things, because it is really for Imperial purposes that the whole cost 
arising on the (v>n(in(‘st (if lliuin;! has l)*en nicinTcd. I ctmsider that, 
having regard to the fact that Honourable gentlemen have not yet come 
forward with any definite^ recommendation with regard to the specific 
points rais(*(l, there is a gn-at uceosit’' for this dc'hate to he adjourned to 
the Simla Session to enable Honourable Members to have the specific 
points s'pi'eifieally raised hedore tlie Housi* in tlu* shape of s])eeitic motions, 
and then givc^ directions on them. Otherwise it would be impracticable 
for any directions to lie given now on all the five points together, because 
honest differences of opinion may be expected on some of these points. 
Therefore [ submit that it is d(‘sirahle that wo should postpone the debate , 
of this subject till tlie Simla Session. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): Mr. 
President, I supj)ort the motion of my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, that 
the consideration of this menKU’andum, which has been described as the 
Howard-Nixoii Memorandum, should be poM:poncd till the Simla Session. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (I'inance Member) : May I 
remind the ironoiirable Mmnlier that the motion is not for consideration 
of the Tloward-X.ixon Mianorandiim but for consideration of the Standing 
Finance Committee *s Beport on that Memorandum. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: If I am technically incorrect, I would ask that the 
consideration of the Bi*po]*t on that Memorandum should be postponed till 
the Simla Sensiou. Sir. it seems somewhat difficult to realize the necessity 
for bringing forward this motion at this stage. The separation of Burma 
admittedly has not yet been decided upon. There is to be an election, I 
undorstand. in Burma to whudi this specific question will be referred: and 
it will greatly de]K'ud, if not entirely, upon the renult of that election — 
that is, the broad and geiu ral issue as to whether Burma should or should 
not be separated from India will bo decided upon. That imdoubtedly is the 
position now. On a previous occanioii we had made it absolutely clear 
12 N of Burma from India was concern- 

* ed, wo should rxoi stand in the way of Burma if she decided to 
separate. Tliat in the position we have taken up and we adhere to it. We. 
Indians, do nol desire tlu‘ sejinration id Burma, but if she desires to 



.9040 LEGISLATIVB ASSEMBLY. [6tH ApBIL 1982. 

[Sir Abdur Rahim.] 

separate, we shall not stand in her way. If Burma desires separation, then 
-the financial adjustments between two countries must be carried 9 ut on 
this principle that it must be fair and reasonable to both parties. There 
is no question of generosity. We are not here to sacrifice the financial 
interests of India in order to help Burma to separate. I am not aure that 
the Honourable the Finance Member also will not agree with this proposi- 
tion. He is the custodian of the finances of the country, and I am sure 
he will be the first person to see that adjustments between the two 
countries are made on a fair and impartial basis. We on this side of the 
House cannot agi’ee to sacrifice the financial interests of India to help 
Burma to separate. 1 believe it i&i not the desire of Burma, nor does she 
expect, that w^e should make sacrifices in that direction. In fact, so far as 
the representatives of Burma in this Assianbiy are coiicei-ncd, thrv s{‘(*Tri lo 
be strongly opposed to separation, and we do not want to do anything in 
order to help the party which w’ants separation from India. But if separa- 
tion is to he made ultimately, that is, if Burma decides on separation, she 
must agree to a fair adjustment of the financial questions that arise. We 
are not in a position to express ourselves on the five propositions which the 
Honourable the Finance Member has laid down for our consdderation. It 
is evident that the questions involved arv all (‘xtremely coinplieated and 
difficult in character, and the Honourable the Finance Member will him- 
self realise that it is not possible for this House now to formidate proposi- 
tions which will really help in arriving at a proper settlement even in a 
very general way. We fully recognise that a Board of Arbitration lias to 
be ultimately appointed. But we cannot agree to the appointment of this 
Board before we have had opportunities of more fully considering this 
matter. I should go further and say that no such Board should be appoint- 
ed until Bunna. has decided to separate. Sir, if the Board ht^ appointed 
before the question of reparation has finally Vieen decided, it ically 
amounts to this, that we should be either throwing away all that Vas been 
done in the meantime, or we should be forcing the hands of Burma. 
Either of two alternatives this House cannot agree to. It ir quite as well 
that the financial position has been examined by my friend Mr. Nixon and 
Sir Henry Howard, and we have got a valuable Report before us. Wo have 
also the Report of the Standing Finance Committee. This has given us 
certain factr and figures and we shall have to consider those facts, but if 
w’e are to go to arbitration now, that really means that we commit ourselves 
to whatever decisions the Board may arrive at. Surely if the Honourable 
the Finance Member does not want to commit us at this stage to the 
appointment of the Board and to a reference to this Board of the questions 
that have been raised in the Memorandum and in the Report of the 
Standing Finance Committee, there should be no difficulty in having tlie 
consideivitioii postpon(*d till the Simla Session. But we cannot on any 
account commit ourselves to referring very important financial questions 
that would arise if Burma is separated to any tribunal before the question 
of separation itself has been finally decided upon. Sir, the amount 
involved according to the estimate given us by the Finance Member is 
66J crores, but according to the Congress Report, at any rate according to 
the Report of Mr. Shah wliicli has been referred to by my Honoinnblo 
friend Mr. B. Das, it amounts to 100 crores. Surely no decision should 
be taken even of a general character in the shape of directions! or advice to 
any tribunal on a matter of such importance and such magnitude without 
giving the House and the parties concerned proper and full opportunities 
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o consider the whole situation and all the issuesi that are involved. I may 
ncidentally observe that my Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad has 
nade some observations regarding free trade and the Ottawa Conference 
vhich the Leader of the House will attend aa one of the members and my 
Son^ourable friend Mr. B. Das has taken objection to what he said. I am 
sure what Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad said was merely his personal opinion and 
ae did not want that his opinion should be accepted either as the 
Dpinion of this party or of any sections of the House. As regards the 
ucslion bci'oro the House, 1 do hopo iluit my Honourable friend Sir 
George Schuster will have due regard to the position in which thia House 
Is placed, for instance there is not a single Member of the European 
Group present now, and yet questions involving crores and crores of rupees 
are involved, and the same is the case with many Members on this side 
of the Hou&fe. Surely in a House like this, the Honourable the Finance 
Member will not try to tie our hands in any way or to commit us to any 
sort of proposition whatever at thi& stage. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Oftieial) : Sir, 1 wish to say only a 
few words as regards the procedure to be adopted in settling this ques- 
tion. Tlie question of the sepaiation of Burma first came up for discus- 
sion in the Bound 'i'ahle. Conference and therefore that question, if it is to 
be finally settled by any organisation or any party, must be settled by the 
Bound Table Confi*n'nce. The Prime Minister gave an assurance, and a 
definite assurance, that tlie Bound Table Conference would have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing the (piostion of the separation of Bunna before a final 
decision was taken on the whole constitutional question. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non- Muhammadan 
liural) : Tliere is a separate Bound Table Conference for Burma now. 

Mr, N. M. Joshi: 1 am quite aware that there was a separate Bound 
Table Confercnct* for Burma; but if the separation of Burma is to be 
‘pHYcn effect to, botli India and Burma have to be parties to the deed of 
separation. That deed cannot be signed by Burma alone. I therefore 
feel that the final settlement of this question has to be arrived at the 
Bound Table C(mfereTice and, 1 am quite prepared to admit, in a Bound 
Table Conference consisting of the representatives of India and the repre- 
sentatives of Biirina. But I fail to understand how the Government of 
India and the Government of Burma come in in tliis affair. I thought, 
and the whole country understood, that the constitutional question was 
going to be settled by the Bound Table Ciuiferenco and not by the Gov- 
ernment of Tndiji or the Government of Burma. I quite realise that this 
question of financial adjust numt is a complex one and a difficult one; and 
the Bound Table Conference will require the assistance of an expert body 
in order tliat this question should be properly discussed, decided and settled. 
T^ut, I feel that that expert assistance can be made available to the Bound 
Table Conference, and the two sides of that Conference, with the help 
of the experts which they may possess, will come to a decision, and if 
they fail to come to a decision, then I admit the question will have to be 
^^eided by arbitrators. But ns regards the arbitrators themselves, I agree 
^’ith my Honourable friend the Leader of the Independent Party, that that 
^rintvation should take place after it is decided that Burma should be 
separated. Otherwise, in my view there is a great danger and that danger 
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is this: who is to appoint the arbitrators? .1 lioard some Members sav 
the Secretary of State for India will appoint the Board of arbitrators. No\v, 
I feel that the Secretary of State for India, as well as the British Gov« 
ernment, is interested in the question of separation. The question of 
separation has been forced upon tlu* lioiuid Table Conference primari]\ 1)\ 
the British Government. When they found that India had to be given 
self-government, they decided in tlieir ininds to create sonj(> 
difficulties for Indians before they got self-govi'niniont. Tla.;. 

decided that, before we got self-go vernineiit we must accept liio 
control of the Indian Princes. Se(*ondly, tliey dc'cided that if \vr 
are to get .self-govi*rnment at all, we must at least part Vvitli 

Burma. Therefore the British (lovernment, as represented by the Secre- 
tary of State, is interested in this qiu'stion If he is interested in tliiit 
question and if he is to appoint arhitrattn’s, the dt'cisioii of the arbitratois 
is not likely to he approved of hv the Britisli Indians and by the wln)ie 
of India. (Opposifion cries of “Hear, hear.”) We want tlu' arbitrators 
be appointt*d by an impartial body, a body whicji is not interested (‘ithrv 
in the separation or in keeping Burma and India together. It is tlic?i 
only that the arbitration will he accepted by India, and 1 may say, eviii 
by Burma. I thendore feel that this question of procedure is a ver\ 
important one, and I would like the Honourable the Finance Member to tell 
me how the Goveniinent of India come in in this affair. The (lOvernment 
of India did not t«‘ike part in the Bound Table Conference; the Govern- 
ment of Burma did not take part in the Bound Table C^’onfereiU'e ; this 
question is a question before the Bound Taldt* (N>nf(‘n‘ju*e. and I want t'» 
laiow from the Honourable the Finance Mcnnhei* how the Oovernnamt or 
India came in. Even aca-epting for a nioinent that ti\e arbitrators will 
be appointed by an impartial body anrl the ease of India and the e-ise (f 
Bunna will have to he put before the Board of arbitrators by some' people. 

I claim that it is not the riovernment of India and it i- 
not the Government of Burma who are to place the ease Ix.dore tlic 
arbitrators of India and of Burma respi'ctiv(dy. It is ili-it sec- 
tion of the Bound Table Conhrencf whicli repnsents India .nul 
that other section of the Bound Table Conference which r(‘pri‘scnts Biirinu 
which should put the case before* the Ih)ard of arhitmt* »rs. F am quit*' 
aware of tJie fact, that the Bound lahle CcaifcrerK'e do(‘s not ('onsisl of 
financial experts. But the Bound Table (kinf(‘rence will have the assist 
aneo of such experts. They have on tlieir own body some fmanciMl 
experts; on the staff of the Conference then* an* financial experts; and. 
if even they are not enough, these sections of the Bound T.ihlo Conference 
can appoint commiltees of financial exfierts, who will help Ihcm to placi 
Iheir respt ctive cases l)efr)re the T^oard of arbitrators. I fool tliat 
financial adjustment is not going to affect the pres(*nt Ctnu nuncni of Tndin 
as it is, and the present rrovernment of Burma as it is; hut the financ:;^* 
adjustment is going to affect the future Government of India and the future 
Governrnent of Bumia; and what position has the ])n‘sent Governinenf 
of India to represent the future Government of India? And vvliat position 
has the present Government of Burma to reprosc'ut tlie future Governinont 
of Burma? It has been admitted by evervliodv, including the British 
Government, that the future Government of India is going to bo decided 
by the general Bound Table Conference, and I therefore feel that the onh 
party competent to place the case of the future Government of India and 
the future Goxemment of Burma before the Board of arbitratiorf is the 
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Bound Table Conference or any of its Committees — ^the Federal Structure 
Committee or even the Consultative Committee — with the experts which 
they can command, and not the Government of India or the Government 
of Burma. 

I do not wish to touch upon the question of the debts and currencies 
and other matters. I would only say just a word or two on that point and 
it is this. On the whole it is much better both for Burma and for India 
if we can, in a joint conference, accept some simple principle on which 
we can make a division of our debts and can arrange other financial 
matters, instead of going into the correct historical past of the two coun- 
tries. I am quite aware there is a feeling that Burma should pay for the 
Burmese wars. I was very glad to hear from my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Baju, that there is not much justice in that. If anybody is to pay 
for the Burmese war, it is Great Britain, and neither India nor Burma; 
and as a Burmese friend reminded me a very short time ago, Burma will 
be morally right if she claims some compensation from India when India 
claims that Burma should pay for the Burmese wars. The Burmese were 
enslaved by the help of Indians with the help of Indian money, and the 
Burmese will be entitled to claim compensation. I therefore feel that no 
useful purpose will be served by going into the historical events to settle 
the question of the adjustment of debts between Burma and India. Let 
us adopt some simple principle which will be acceptable to both, and the 
question will be decided very easily. Mr. President, I have done. 

Mr., 0. S. Banga Iyer (Kohilkund and Kumaon Divisions ; Non-Muham- 
madan Kural) : Sir, it is not necessary to make a very long speech on this 
occasion, but it is very necessary to indicate the complications that are 
involved in this issue. The question of financial adjustment between India 
and Burma of the future is a very important question, both from the 
Indian and the Burman financial point of view. It ranges over a wide 
field such as currency arrangements in the case of Burma, retaining the 
course of Indian currency arrangements in the event of Burma introducing 
a separate currency system. Then there is the debt question, the amount 
of the debt, the allocation of portions of the debt against productive or 
commercialised assets, apportionment of certain specific assets and liabi- 
lities on territorial grounds, the apportionment of the unallocated debt, 
the ascertainment of the rate or rates of interest payable on the portion 
of the debt assigned to Burma, the settlement of the form which Burma’s 
share of the debt should take under the terms of repayment. Then, Sir, 
there is the question of the pensions. We have the observations on these 
matters both of Mr. Nixon and Sir Henry Howard, also the opinion of the 
tlissentients in the Standing Finance Committee. Again, Sir, there is 
the question of reparation and of defence and the general financial results 
so far as India is concerned on the defence settlement, for it is an obvious 
fact that India has been paying for the defence of Burma. It is a very 
old question, and there are references to it even in Mr. Montagu’s diary 
tmd in the earlier debates of the old Imperial Legislative Council, when 
you, Sir, the late Mr. Gokhale and others used to take part in the dis- 
cussions. The Congress has already expressed its opinion in voluminous 
documents regarding the historical aspect which Mr. Munshi ought to 
have taken notice of before he described Mr. Nixon as asking for a pound 
of flesh without a drop of blood, for the historical aspect, I am certain, 
did not appeal to Mr. Nixon, though the historical aspect involves some- 
thing to the extent of 90 crores of rupees, as revealed in the Appendix to^ 
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thfe financial Report of the Simon Commission, in which the following 
passage occurs : 

“On the question of the debt there has been much discussion. . . .From the time 
of the conquest of Burma onwards that the cost of these wars is debited to Burina 
she has practically throughout her association with India been a deficit province and 

these deficits accumulated and at compound interest the amount is now 

90 crores ** 

1 do not want to read much from that document. I only mention 
these facts, because these facts have got to be carefully gone into. The 
Government of India in their despatch, reh'vant passages from which are 
quoted both in the Memorandum of tlie Ni.voii Report and also in Ihe 
discussions by way of footnote to the Bound Table Conference, had stated: 
“We belii;ve that a (\>uiiuitt(»o of the Privy C’oiincil would be the sort of 
tribunal most likely to satisfy Indian opinion’*. Sir, a ronunittee has 
got to be appointetl, and the very f:u*t that they want to appoint a Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council shows that they are imdined to Ihe Opposition 
view that the Committee* has got to be impartial. Tlu* opinion on this 
side is that it would be go<xl to refer the matter to the League of Nations 
and an mipartial tribunal appointed by the L(‘ague of Nations. Theri- 
are diifieulties iu this matter, and I for my part have definiti* opinion 
as to whether it should he left to the League of Nations or to the Privy 
Council ('ornmittee, for tin* very sinipb* reason that both nunna and 
India are not g<'ing out of the British Knipire, and therofoiv they should 
he able to tind an imj)arfial tribunal from within the Piritish 
Empire itself. (Hear, hear.) At tia* same time, every attempt should 
be made to set* that the Coniinission is impartial. The Finanee Member 
has said that the ineinbers of the Standijig Finanee ('oniinitteo would be 
associated in this matter, and I would strongly suggest to the Finance 
Member to take Mend)er.s of the Opposition Benches, who are in the 
Standing Finanee (’omniittoe. I am not particular eitlu*r about su})port- 
ing the motion for j)ostpunenu*nt or for that matter t)pposiug it; hid. 
W’hat wc are really ('oneerned with is this, that Indian inti*rests must he 
protected now that Burma is cutting the painter so to say so far as India 
is eonceriicd. The nioi;ient T3urinu cuts the painter, it becomes necessary 
for the Government of India to see to it that Indian interests are adequately 
protected. Mr. Nixon has been a jnoderati* in that respect, and in luy 
own opinion Sir Henry Howard has been something in the nature of an 
extreme advocate, of Burmese claims. With thesi* observations, I resume 
my seat. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: Sir, the present motion ladon* the Houst* is to 
consider the Beport of ihe Standing Finance (jommittee on the Howard- 
Nixon Jleport, and this side of tlie House desires that the consideration 
of the whole question should be postporuid till the nexfi session. But the 
argument- julvanced by the Honourable the Finanee Mornbor yesterday 
was that this House ought to consider this qiK?siion now because there is 
no knowing when the Government of Burma might force the hands of the 
Government of India and ask tliem to decide what precise amount was to 
be paid by Burtna to India in the event of separation. For that purpose 
the appointment of an impartial tribunal will bo necessary, and the dclihe- 
ratirms c>{ the ti’ibunal will take some time, and as the Govornment of 
Burma may desire that the decision should be put before their elections 
take place ^ind as the figure of the debt of India due by Burma will be one 
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of the arguments for or against separation that figure should be made 
known. That is, as I understand the position, the argument of the Finance 
Member. I may point out, Sir, that this argument does not appeal to me. 
If Burma wants separation from India, it ought to be on the ground whether 
the connection of Burma with India is advantageous to her or not. . If it 
is not advantageous to her, and if Burma expects that she can ad\ance her 
interests adequately and more favourably by separation, then of course she 
lias the right to separate from India. But if the Burmese people find that 
(heir future advancement will lie with the advancement of India, they will 
be perfectly justified in deciding that Burma should remain with India. 
The question of how many ororcs of rupees should be paid by Burma to 
India does not come in at. all. Is it the argument of the Finance Member, 
or for that matter of the Government of llurmu, that the questiop of the 
separation of Burma from India is to be decided by the amount of the 
debt? If it is a bigger debt, then Burma will not like to pay that big 
amount and would like to remain with India, and if it is a‘ smaller amount, 
is that to he an inducement for Burma to go out of the Indian. Empire? 
I do not think that the Government of Burma will be justified in forcing 
thc^ hands of the (ioverrmient of India in asking them to decide this question 
tin’s summer, and for tha(, reason I claim that the consideration of this 
nnc'sti'on ought to be postponed till the next session. There is no hurry 
about it. liOt the Burmese people decide* whether they would like to re- 
inaui within the Indian Phnpire or to go out of the Indian Empire, and 
then tluTC will he time (*nough, before tlu* actual sc'paration takes place, 
to dcxn’de w’hat amount is du(' by one side or the other. T have to say that 
the comiection of Bunua with India was not of India’s own choosing. 
India was nnden* a perpetual tutelage of the British people, and I do not 
know how long that tutelage is going to continue. We have been put 
under guardians, and our guardians chose that a foreign member should 
be introduced into the family. Burma was given in adoption to India 
jigainst lier will, and for Hint purpose a- lingo amount- of debt was incurred 
and India was saddled with (hat debt as if the whole estate was managed 
for tlu* advantage nf India. Burma now wants to go out, or it has been 
shown that Bunua wants to separate, and T think it is the desire of tlio 
guardians of both the countries that tliey sliould now separate. But on 
what terms? Burma has not become a major. I^urma was once a major, 
bnl in order to bring her under tlie guardianship of the British Government 
bi*r ruler was taken a prisoner and brought to Batnagiri. In that way 
Ihirnui was reduced to the position of a ward and was taken under guardian- 
sln’f). Now. this fanre of joining Burma, to India and separating Burma 
honi India is to he carried on, not in the interests of India, nor in the 
h\tori*sts of Burma, hut perliaps iii the interests of Great Britain, the 
h'ust(*(*, the guardian. I for my part am not satisfied with the whole 
Pmcedure that is being canu'ed on in the special Burma Bound Table 
^'Onfereuce, and now in the TToward-Nixon conversations, and the future 
^^ihiiiud that is going to bo appointed. T want to press again that the 
'^'hob thing, the settlement of the financial questions, ought to be post- 
poned till the question of separation of Burma is decided by an iridepeh- 
noiit vote of the Bun nose themselves. India never wanted Butma and 
'vould not like io keep her against h(*r will within the Indian Empire, 
Pd if Burma want-s to go out, she ought to be free to go out and seek 
bt'r own* dcsiinv. I tliink that the consideration of this question Otigh^ 
be postponed till the next session, and as I see it, there fa HO- hurry 
decide it now. 
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An Honourable Member: Let the question be now put. 

(At this stage Mr. Jehangii K. Munshi rose in his seat.) 

ICr. President: You have already spoken. 

Mr. Jahangir K. Munshi: I spoke only on the amendment, S>ir. 

Mr. President: The whole question was before the House. Sir George 
Schuster. 

The Honourable Sir George ScIi'iF.t.er; While it is still fresh in my 
mmd, I should like to reply to my Honourable friend from Bombay who 
has just spoken. He referred several times to “my arguments". Accord- 
ing to him I was responsible for certain arguments for pressing the consi- 
deratvon of this business at the present stage. I would remind him that I 
tried yesterday to explain the position very clearly to the House. And the 
position is this. We understand from the . results of the Bound Table 
Conference and from the statement made by the Prime Minister in hig 
speech winding up the Burma Round Table Conference that the general 
view accepted then was that, before the public of Burma were asked to 
decide on the issue of separation, they should have the financial issues put 
before them. That is the position with which wo are confronted. It is 
not our decision, and it is not my argument. That being the position, we 
felt that it was right, and in fact it was our duty to put the matter before 
the House in the course of the present session because, as a result of the 
procedure which apparently is going to be adopted, it> may be necessary 
to advance the consideration of this question in the course of the next^ 
Summer months. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav: May I know whether it is a' reasonable one? 

The Stonourable Sir George Schuster: I am only putting this to my 
Honourable friend because it is important in discussing the whole matter 
in this House to remember that this is not our argument, it is not our 
position, and we are not really in a position to decide on this question. It 
is a question with which the Bound Table Conference has been seized and 
on which the Bound Table Conference has decided that a certain line 
should be adopted. T shall come back to that point again, but I wish to 
correct my Honourable frijend's apparent misunderstanding of what the 
position is. 

(in the question of the whole debate, I think on the whole we may 
congratulate ourselves on the debate having served a very useful purpose. 
The House in arguing for the postponement of any discussion has in fact 
managed to have quite a useful discussion on the main issue, and I f®^* 
from the speeches that T have heard that there is a good deal to be flfot 
and that it will be useful to us to have those speeches on record. Bnt 
I am in some difficulty in understand in? precisely what the geiiernl opinion 
of the House on this matter is. I think it may be definitely said, that, so 
far as any one has spoken on this matter, no one is really opposed to the 
principle of referring these issues to arbitration. 
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Sir Abdur Bahim: But not now. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I am coming to that point 
afterwards. The principle of decision by a Board of Arbitrators can, I 
think, be taken to be generally accepted. My Honourable friend Mr. 
B. Bas has made a suggestion as to how those arbitrators should be 
appointed, and I confess that I was very glad to hear what fell from the 
Leader of the Nationalist Party on that question. This is really an 
Empire question and it is an amazing suggestion of my Honourable 
friend that it is necessary to go outside the Empire in order to get an 
impartial tribunal for deciding a question of this kind. 

Another point on which I tried to get some guidance was whether 
the House was satisfied with the proposal that the Standing Finance Com- 
mittee should be associated with the arguing of the case before the Board 
of Arbitration. Honourable Members were on the whole very silent on 
that point. Judging from what was said by certain members of the 
Standing Finance Committee itself, I gained the impression that they 
were not very favourably disposed to that proposal because they were 
so very anxious to disclaim any right to describe themselves as financial 
experts. They have even written of themselves in some apologetic tone 
in their own Report. I must say, having heard the speeches that they 
made to-day, I was left in some doubt as to whether they felt themselves 
qualified to represent the case before the arbitral tribunal. Nevertheless, 
that is the recommendation of the Round Table Conference, and in the 
absence of any definite decision to change that, that recommendation 
will be carried out. But I have heard in addition to that, the suggestion 
that other representatives might also be associated with the arguing of 
the case. That is a point which the Government of India could certainly 
take up and represent to His Majesty s Government. 

Then finally, — for T leave aside the actual discussion of the issues 
involved, because for one thing I do not want to enter into any further 
argument on these, and for another I would remind the House that the 
essence of the case is that those issues should be submitted to arbitra- 
tion — ^finally I come to the main point asking for delay. T would ask 
the House what precisely they expect to gain bv delav. Certain suggestions 
have indeed been made as to what should be done, but I would remind the 
House that there has already been a considerable amount of time spent 
over considering this matter. The financial experts' Report was actuallv 
nut before the Standing Finance Committee last September. The Stand- 
ing Finance Committee did not wish to discuss it then: they wished to 
have time to studv it, and since then I have certainly done my best to 
secure a proper discussion of that Report. T mention that fact not in 
anv way to criticise what has been done or to criticise the delay, nor 
indeed as suggesting that we are not willing to listen to the demand 
which has been made for further time for consideration, but I would 
ask Honourable Members to appreciate the practical difficulties. Here 
We have got a Committee of this Assembly, which is peculiarly qualified 
to studv financial questions. It is elected for that purpose/ and that 
Committee has had this Report before it for considerably over six months. 
There has been ample time to studv it, and it is a criticism that could 
be made of our procedure from outside that it is not reasonable for us to 
be asking for further time when we have alreadv had so much time to 
oonsi^er the miatter. Therefore I want to put this to the House, that 
in asking for further time they ought to be very clear in their minds whai^ 
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Iprecisdly they propose should be done, and whether wo really can advance 
;this matter any further at the present stage, always having in mind 
.thAt the procedure which is proposed is that the issues should bo decided 
b\ a Board of Arbitration, and that all that is necessary is to prepare a 
brief for those who are going to argue India’s case before the Board of 
Arbitration. As regards that, although as I have said I do not wish 
to go into the purely technical issues, I can say this, that having heard 
the line that some M»embcrs would like to take, w’(i will certainly take 
account of that line on such a question as to whether India’s claim 
as* regards the debt is to be assessed by the historical inetliod or not. 
I told the House yesterday that that point having been raised and 
certain opinions having been expressed in favour of that method of 
approach, we should certainly give it further consideration and the Gov- 
ernment representatives, if Government is represented before the tribunal, 
will further discuss that matter with the representatives of the Standing 
Finance Committee. 

Now, Sir, perhaps the most useful way of concluding what 1 have to 
say now would to take the speech of my Honourable h’iciid the liCadcr 
of the Independent Party, who took a very definite line on the whole 
question. I should like to take the points that he made. In the first 
place he said that the adjustment must be fair; that we cannot afTord 
to be generous, nor should we make separation unduly attractive to 
Burnia by making the financial settlement a gemo-ous sidt lenient, a 
settlement w’hich went further than it ought to go on the strict merits 
of the case. I entirely agi'ee with every vvtjrd that hdl from my Hoiiouv- 
able friend. 1 will only add this, — picking up what 1 said myself in inv 
speech yesterday — that if separation is a sclth'd issue, if the public of 
Burma has decided in favour of separation, — and my Honourable friend 
agrees that if they do so decide India should not stand in tlun'r way, — 
then we shall have to consider not only the mere financial issues, hut 
we shall have to take account of the future relations la^twcuni the two 
countries, and, taking that into account, 1 think it is important that tlic 
financial adjustment should be made in a reasonable way. in a way 
which is likely to lead to amicable relations in future. I think that all 
that 1 have said on this matter is included in my Honourable friend's 
own description that the settlement must ho fair. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend further went on to say that he was 
n6t in a position to express himself, nor were his party in a position to 
express their views on the five propositions w^hich I laid down. 1 would 
remind him that I laid dow'n no propositions. I merely called the 
attention of the House to what were the main issues in this wdiolc question. 

Sir AbduT Bahlm: Propositions laid down for consideration. That is 
all I said. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I apologise. I understood my 
Honourable friend said that I had laid dow’n certain propositions, and 
I do want to remind the House that, so far, we, the Govcniment of 
India, have ' accepted no particular line in dealing wn’th these issues. Wc 
have before us the Howard-Nixon Report, and we have before ufi 
Report of the Standing Finance Committee, which — and I would repim^ 
my' Honourable friend Mr. Banga Iyer of this, — which, not only in 
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lia^entient mioute, but in the body of the Report, differs in some very 
3 ousiderable respects from tlie suggestions made by Mr. JJixpn in his , 
Memorandum. We have these before us, and we think that it is on the 
jasis of these propositions that we can argue our case before the arbitral 
tribunal. In this connection 1 would draw the attention of the House 
to what the Standing l^'inance Committee themselves said on this matter, — 
nid this is a Committee of the House which presumably the House is 
prepared to support; 


“The Committea has felt some difficulty in performing the task allotted to It 
swing to the highly technical nature of many of the issues which are involved. For 
his reason and also because it has had no opportunity of hearing arguments on the 
otlior side, it has been reluctant to express final views. Moreover, it strongly supports 
the view' expressed by the (juvernment of India in their despatch on Constitutional 
Heforfri,s of September 20, 1929, that the main issues should bo submitted to an Arbi- 
.;al 'rribunal. 

'riie Committee wishes it.s expressions in this report to be inteipret-ed in the light 
of tlie foregoing ol>servations. Such expres.sions must be regarded estentially as advice to 
the Ooverniiicnt of India as to the manner in which the case should be argued from 
the Indian side, and not necessarily as indicating that this Committee would not 
consider acceptable any other solutions than tho.se which it has indicated.*’ 

That, Sir, 1 submit, is as far as auy one can go at the pn^seni stage, 
and 'after that, if \vv are going to submit to an arbitral tribunal, the 
actual decision will rest in their hands, nut in the hands of the two 
parties to tlie arbitration. 


Then, Sir, my Honourable friend further went on to say that ha 
accepted the prineiple of tlie Board of Arbitration hut he eould not agree 
to the appointment of the Board before his party and tlie House generally 
have bad a further opportunity of considering the matter, and further 
he argued that ther Board should not be appointed until the actual issue 
of separation has been decided by Burma. Now, Sir, on that point I 
take note, and the (lovernmeni will take note, of the position adopted 
hy my Honourable friend, but I would remind him, as 1 have already 
reminded tlic House, that the power to decide this point as to when 
the arbitration is to take place does not rest with this House and it 
does not rest witli the Government of India. We can represent the views 
expressed by tliis House to His Majesty's Government at lioiue and that 
We shall certainly do; hut wo cannot decide here wdiether arbitration 
is to bo postponed or not. 


That really brings me to the point which will arise wluni we have to 
consider what action is to be taken on this motion. This House of course 
can perfectly well decide to ])ostpone discussion of this motion, but 1 must 
put it to the House that it is not in their power to decide whether 
arbitration is to he postponed or not. We wished in bringing this motion 
before the House to ascertain the view’s of the House and certainly not 
to out- vote the House on the matter, and if the House wishes to postpone 
discussion, we on this side will certainly not stand in their W’ay. 
But w^c cannot go further — and I should be misleading the House if I said 
^oro than tin's — vve cannot go further than undertake . to represent to 
His Majesty's Government the views that have been expressed today. 

can assure the House that w^e shall do that, and that we shall take 
note of all the other suggestions that have been made ; and I hope if the 
arbitration does proceed, and if the Government of India are led to argue 
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the case, that we shall be able to do it in a way, land to gather to ourselves 
assistance of a nature, which will satisfy the House that we have made 
the best effort that was possible to present the case and to secure a 
fair decision. (Ijoud Applause.) 

Mr. Preeident: The question is: 

*'That the consideration of the motion be postponed till the next Simla Session.’* 
The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned sine die. 
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Sugar purchased for military consumption. 862-68. 

Transport facilities for salt in Karachi harbour. 705. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 28.58, 2865. 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2869-70. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1025-26. 

ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN, Khax— 

Question re invitation of to a Darbar in Peshawar. 1604-05. 

ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY, Mr.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 516-19. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1142-44, 1146, 11.50. 

Consideration of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 1196-98. 
Demand for grant in respect of Foreign and Political Department. 2804-08. 
Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 762-63. 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Railway Board ” re represntation of Muslims ii- 
the railway services. 1358, 1363. 

Question re — 

Allowances of daftries in the Railway Department. 1317-19. 

Travelling allowances of inferior servants of the Government of India. 131'^ 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Indian National Congress. 2379. 

Visit of Maulana Shaukat Ali to the North-West Frontier Province. 2370. 
Resolution re — 

Hours of work in coal mines. 1160. 

Recent Ordinances. 248-51, 2.53. 

Tea Districts I’niigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2979-84, 2996, 2997. 

Workmen’s C’ornpensatioh (Amendment) Bill — 

^lotion to cirq^late. 1052-53. 
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ABDUL QAIYTJM^ Nawab Sib Sahibzada — 

Expressions of regret on the > death of the Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad 
Shafi. 21. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 491. 

Motion, to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1421, 1422. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1349. 

Oath of Office. 13. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of Under Secretary in the Finance Department. 1251. 
Employment of Muslims in the Finance Department. 1247. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 252 , 292-94. 

ABDUR RAHIM, Sir— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 673-76. 

Motion to consider. 1876, 1878, 1879, 1887-89, 1916. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2.509. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2678-80, 2682 , 2683. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Foreign and Political Department. 2297-99. 
Expressions of regret on the death of Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3028. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2740-44, 2749, 2750, 2751. 
Consideration of clause 2. 2796-99, 2801, 2802, 2803, 2808, 2809. 
Consideration of clause 3. 2883, 2884-85, 

Motion to pass. 2892. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1767-70. 

Hejaz Pilgrims (Muallims) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Comniittee. 3008-09. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select ('^ominittce. 76.3-64. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 802 , 803, 804 , 805. 

Consideration of clause 32. 897. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kuchs^ 
Rahman. 2004-05. 

Publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 661. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs ** re — 

Insufficient econoinv affected hv Government under Customs. 2232-37, 22.39,, 
2242, 2244, 2263-66. 

“ Executive Council ” rc — 

Avoidance of Income-tax. 2113-14. 

Constitutional issue. 1972-80. 

Retrenchment. 2065 , 2069-74. 

^ Separation of Burma from India. 2184-85, 2191. 

“ Railway Board ” re — . 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. lo42-47» 
Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1352-55, 1369. 
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ABDUR RAHIM, Sir— ( concZi.) 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 378. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 8002 , 3004-05. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2042-44, 2946 , 2946. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2953-54, 2955. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Letter to Maulvi Muhammad Sliafee Hacodi re his visit to the North-We^i 
Frontier Province. 1016. 

Removal of the North-West Frontier Crinio Regulations. 1603. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in 
North-West Frontier Province. 553. 

Report on financial questions arising out of tho proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3024, 3025, 3030-41, 3047, 3048. 

Resolution rc recent Ordinances. 278-81, 324. 

Statement ro South Africa, 3012-13. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

^lotions to consider and to postpone. 2865. 

Motion to pass. 2876-77. 

ABSCONDERS— 

Question rc despatch of troops to Chittagong aud arrest of . 343. 

ABUSE (S)— 

Question rc alleged hy the Station Master, Amritsar, of the Assistant Station 

Master. 1379. 

ACCIDENT(S)— 

Statement re Draft Convention and recoimnondatiohs rc protection against of 

workers employed in loading and unloading ships. 2818-19. 

ACCOUNT(S)— 

Question re — 

Confirmation of Railwa 3 " probationers. 717-18. 

Employment of clerks for checking on Military Dairy Farms, 1003. 

Examination of ^ for Income-tax assessment. 648-49. 

Reduction of posts of Junior Inspectors of Station on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railwaj'. 1071. 

Statement (laid on the table) rc examination of in tho Income-tax Depart- 

ment, Bombay. 1263. 

ACCOUNTANT(S)— 

Question re — 

Absence of Sikh in Railway" Audit and Accounts Offices. 1675-76. 

posts on the North-Western Railway*. 710. 

reverted to their substantive appointments. 2652. 

Admission of students of Indian Universities to the Society of Incorporated 

and Auditors, London. 647. 

Competitive examination for . 711. 

Divisional retired at 65 years of age. 2552. 

ACCOUNTANT GENERAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Staff of the office of the , Posts and Telegraphs. 700. 

Staff of the office of the Deputy , Posts and Telegraphs. 700-01. 

Statements (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 

ment of Muslims in tho office of the Deputy , Posts and T 3 legraph 8 , Deiui. 

2490-91. 
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accountant general, central revenues— 

Question re — 

Distinction between Jains and Hindus in connection with retrenchment in the 
office of the . 2717. 

Staff of the office of the . G99. 

accounting system— 

Question re tho Railway . 2091:. 

accounts and audit DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re amalgamation of the of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

1071. 

accounts department— 

Question re — 

Confirmation of probationers in the East Indian Railway . 1947-48. 

Military men on deputation in the Military Finance Department. 2020. 

Muslim grievances in the Railway Audit and . 975-77. 

Recruitment of Assistant Financial Advisers from tho Military . 2019. 

Separation of Audit and of State Railways. 1532. 

accounts examination— 

See Examination.” 

ACCOUNTS OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Absence of Sikh Accountants in Railway Audit and . 1575-76. 

Alleged threatening of Muslim dorks in the Railway Clearing , 2362. 

Appointment of Muslims in Civil . 1924. 

Injustice in retrenchment of men of and Audit Offices. 879. 

Men retrenched in and Audit Offices. 880. 

Pay sheets of the Railway Clearing . 2362. 

Provision of quarters for the staff of the Railway Clearing , Delhi, 2560-61. 

Recruitment of staff in State Railway . 717. 

Retrenchment of Hindus and Sikhs in the Railway Clearing . 1671-72. 

Seniority list of the Railway Clearing . 2362. 

Seniority lists of the Chief , North-Western Railway. 707-08. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re retrench- 
ment in and Audit Offices. 1624-25. 

ACCOUNTS OFFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Allegations against the Deputy Chief , General Branch, East Indian Rail- 

way. 556-57. 

Lack of notice to staff retrenche<l in the office of the Chief , North- 

Western Railway. 607. 

Retrenchment in the office of the Chief , North-Western Railway. 565-66,- 

607-10. 

Retrenchments effected by the Chief , North-Western Raihvay. 1061. 

ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question re representation of Muslims in tho Subordinate Railway—, 1699,. 
1700. 

ACCOUNTS SERVICE EXAMINATIONS— 

Qu^tion re success of candidates in suboidinate . 1940. 

Statement (laid on the t.able) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re success 
of candidates in- . 2793. 



45 -rlNDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

ACOJT/Mr. a. S. V.— 

Oath of Office. 13. 

ACT(S)— 

Cantonments — 

Question re action taken under Section 25 of the by the Executive Officer 

Ambala Cantonment. 740. 

Child ^larriage Restraint — 

Question re — 

Disregard of the . 2009. 

Number of convictions under the . 2010. 

Court Fees — 

Questicm re conflicting interpretations under the . 2481-82. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) — 

Question re exemption from surcharges imposed by the . 808. 

Indian Income-tax — 

Question re — 

Amendment of the . 1580. 

Exemptions, etc., under section 60 of the . 2559. 

Registration of partnership firms under . 2657. 

Return of fees deposited by applicants under the . 1590-91. 

Revenue sacrificed under section 49 of the . 2559. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re return 
of fees deposited by applicants under the . 2414. 

Question re amendments of affecting workmen. 389. 

Trade Disputes — 

Question re applications for appointment of tribunals under the . 1529. 

ADDITIONAL IMPORT DUTY— 

See “ Import Duty **. 

ADDRESS(ES)— 

by His Excellency the Viceroy to the ^lembers of the Legislative Assembly. 

1 - 12 . 

ADEN— 

Demand for Grant. 2343. 

Question re imports of foreign, Indian and salt. 705-06. 

ADJOURN3SIENT(S)— 

Motion for re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners — 

Postponed. 2283. 

Leave granted. 2408. 

Discussed and negatived. 2442-63. 

Arrest and internment of Mahatma Gandhi. 72-73, 104. 

Leave granted. 72. 

Not moved. 104. 

Excesses of the Police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman — 

T.eave granted. 1951. 

Discussed and negatived. 1985-2008. 

Grant of a subvention to tho North-West Frontier Province — 

Leave to move not asked for. 1701. 
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ADJUSTMENT(S)— (concW.) 

Motion for re — {concld.) 

Lathi charges by the Police on a meeting in Delhi. 1865-66. 

Leave refused. 1866. 

Publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 657-63. 

Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting of 
the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail — 

Discussed and negatived. 2785-88 and 2829-47. 

Remarks by the President re the time for taking up motions for . 73. 

Statement by Mr. President on Mr. C. S. llanga Iver’s motion for re publi- 

cation in the Press of the Proceedings of the Legislature. 721-22. 

administration of justice— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 026. 

Demand for Grant. 2336. 

ADVANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

of money by Government to the Imperial Gymkhana Club, New Delhi. 

551-52. 

Repayment of from Provident Funds. 356. 

ADVERTISEMENT(S)— 

Question re Indian Newspaper utilized for of the Public Service Commis- 

sion. 907. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE (S)— 

See “ Committee(s) 

ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RAILWAYS— 

Election of Members to the Central . 1826-28, 1828, 2671, 2729. 

AEROPLANES— 

Question re number of purchased for the Air Force in India. 351. 

AFGHAN JIRGAS— 

Question re arrest of members of and Khilafat Committees. 990. 

AFRICA— 

Statement re South . 2063-65, 3012-14. 

AGE-LIMIT- 

Question re for appointment of Cantonment Fund Employees. 753-54. 

AGENDA— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re non-inclusion of certain 
resolutions in the of a meeting of the Lahore Cantonment Board. 2616. 

AGENT(S)— 

Appointment of an Indian in Fiji in place of the Secretar^^ for Indian Affairs. 

531. 

Question re powers of and Divisional Superintendents on railways. 66-66. 

AGENT’S OFFICE— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in the Electrical Branch, , North- 
Western Railway. 975. 


B 
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AGGARWAL, Mr. JAGAN NATH— 

Demand for Grant in respect of Indian Posts atxd Telegraphs Department (ii^ 
eluding Working Expenses). 2272-74. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Consideration of clause 32. 900-01. 

Consideration of clause 66. 910. 

Motion for Adjournment re alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners 
2451-54. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1895-98. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1499-1501, 
Question re — 

Accountants* posts on the North-Western Railway. 710. 

Appointment of certain ofheers in the Railway Service. 562-63. 

Claims of Indian holders of rouble notes. 2013. 

Competitive examinations for Accountants. 711. 

Conflicting interpretations under the Court Fees Act. 2481-82. 

Hindus and Muhammadans employed as drivers, etc., on the North-Western 
Railway. 563. 

Lack of notice to staff retrenched in the office of the Chief Accounts Officer, 
North-Western Railway. 607. 

Leave rules on the North-Western Railway. 708-09. 

Number of persons discharged from the Office of the Controller of Military 
Accounts, Lahore. 2014. 

Officers* and clerks’ grades on the North-Western Railway. 563-64. 

Pay of the Litigation Officer, North-Western Railway. 562. 

Promotion of Mr. S. R. Woodmore, Officiating Chief Draftsman, North- 
Western Railway. 563. 

Promotions in leave vacancies on the North-Western Railway. 564. 
Reorganisation of the office of the Chief Personnel Officer, North-Wostoni * 
Railway. 564. 

Retrenchment in the office of the Chief Accounts Officer, North-Western 
Railway. 565-66, 607-10. 

Reversion to lower posts of officiating men on the North-Western llailwjiy. 
710-11. 

Seniority lists of staff of the Chief Accounts Office, North-Western Railway. 
7frf.08. 

Question (Supplementary) re — « 

Censorship of foreign newspapef eo'rrespondents in India. 2011. 

Expulsion of certain citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 2212-13. 

Resolution re — 

Appointment of a cofnmittce On Education. 662-65. 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 131-34. 

Recent Ordinances. 284-87. 

AGRA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Engineer, Archaeological Department, 

2358. 

Circuits of telegraph lines entering New Delhi and i. 1315. 

Elimination of telegrax>h test tdonm at and New DeJfif. 1315. 

Result of installation of test rooms at the New Delhi and Central Tele- 

graph Offices. 1314-15. 

Technical staff and eoist of test rooms in the Nehi^r Delhi; 4nd — —Central 
Telegraph Offices. 1814. 
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AGRA— (concZd.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Test rooms in the New Delhi and Central Telegraph Offices, 1312-14. 

Utilization of services of technical officers in the New Delhi and Central 

Telegraph Offices. 1315. 

agriculture— 

Demand for Grant. 2338. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 934. 

AGRICULTURIST(S)— 

Question re rights in the Istimrari area of Ajmer-lMerwara. 1660-67. 

AHMAD NAWAZ KHAN, MAJOR NAWAB— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1873, 1903-06. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2519-20. 

Motion to' pass. 2696. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Foreign and Political Department. 2308-10. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motion to consider and to' circulate. 2759-61. 

Ilejaz Pilgrims (Muallima) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3009. 

Oath of Office. 1663. 

AHMED, I^IR. K.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1106, 1108. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 670, 677. 

Motion to consider. 1863, 1871, 1908. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2514, 2515, 2516. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2633, 2639-42, 2678. 

Motion to pass. 2712. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (includ- 
ing Working Expenses). 2280, 2281. 

Expressions of regret on the death of — 

Mr. F. W. Allison. 2670. 

Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar. 2611. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad Shafi. 21-23. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2776. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 761. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Arrest and internment of Mahatma Gandhi. 72, 73. 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman. 1991. 

Publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 659. 

Moticyi to reduce Demand for — 

Customs ’* re — 

Insufficient econoniy effected by Government under Customs. 2241, 2242, 
2244, 2261-66. 
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AHMED, Mb. K.— (conoid.) 

Motion to reduce Demand for— (conc2d.) 

“ Executive Council ** re — 

Constitutional issue. 1962. 

“ Railway Board ** re — 

Future of the Bculway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1486, 1487, 
1535-42, 1549. 

Question re promotion of routine clerks in the Secretariat. 2480-81. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of Muslims on the North-Western Railway. 1620. 

Destruction of insufficiently stamped postcards. 38-89. 

Flogging of political prisoners in the North-West Frontier Province. 49-50. 
Interception of a telegram addressed to Mr. Tom Williams. 815. 

Procedure followed under Regulation III of 1818. 980-81. 

Removal of the North-West Frontier Crime Regulations. 1602, 1603. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in the 
North-West Frontier Province. 553-55. 

Utilisation of the fine funds on railway. 653. 

Resolution re — 

Recent Ordinances.. 227. 

Stabilisation of exchange and prices. 837. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 1047-52. 

AIR FORCE— 

Qi;estion re — 

Discharge of a Muslim clerk from the Royal Headquarters. 2489. 

Instruction in landing for officers and men on the . 438-39. 

Number of aeroplanes purchased for the in India. 351. 

Number of Muslims and Sikhs in the Royal Headquarters. 2488-89. 

Saving on the Royal as it affects India. 2470. 

Training of Indian cadets for the Royal . 2560. 

AIR FORCE BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Bill(s) 

AIR FORCE I1NIT(S>— 

Question re — 

Substitution of -- — for Army Units in the defence of the Frontier. 2667-69. 
Substitution of for Ground Troops on the Frontier. 2780-81. 

AIR MAID- 

Question re carriage of between Rangoon and Karachi. 979-80. 

AIR MAIL SERVICE— 

Question re contract for the in India by Messrs. Tata and Sons. 530, 

AIRCRAFT INSPECTOR— 

Question re appointment of an Indian as Assistant . 2668. 

AJMER— 

Question re — . 

Alleged grant of certificates to ineligible candidates to appear at examinations 
in . 375-70. 

Alleged lack of qualifications of a teacher in the Municipal Board City Boy® 
School, .874. 
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AJMER — {concld.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Alleged objectionable methods in search for Congress Funds, adapted by the 
Police Inspector, . 2568. 

Amount of grant-in-aid made to the Education Fund of the Municipal Board, 
. 376. 

Appointment of Head Mistress of the Municipal City Girls’ School, . 374. 

Arrest of young boys in . 2566. 

Bad drainage of City. 2390. 

Cloths for prisoners in the jail. 1665-66. 

Decrease in weight of prisoners in jail. 1665. 

Election of Chairman of the Municipal Board. 2390-91. 

Encroachments on Muslim burial grounds in . 1254-55, 1256. 

Expenditure of the Municipal Board. 2339. 

High death rate and infant mortality in . 2391. 

Houses built on the Muslim graveyard at Idgah Chand Baori, . 1256. 

Hunger strike of a prisoner in the jail. 2564. 

Hunger strike of political prisoners in . 2567. 

InsuHiciency of clothes provided for prisoners in the jail. 2563-64. 

Labour imposed on prisoners in the jail. 1666. 

Management of the- finances of the ^Municipal Board . 2361. 

Miscellaneous expenditure of the Municipal Board. 2389. 

Mismanagement in Municipal affairs in . 1256. 

Nomination of a Mussalmaii as a member of the Municipal Committee. 

2656. 

Nomination of Indian Christians as members of the Municipal Committee. 

2655-56. 

Non-nornination of a member of the Depressed Classes to the Municipal 

Committee. 2656. 

Octroi duties imposed by the Municipal Board. 2391. 

Proscription of certain Hindi books in . 47. 

Removal under the Ordinance of private money by the police. 2565. 

Report on the encroachments on Muslim burial grounds in . 1255. 

Representation of Dargah and Pushkar and of cloth and sugar merchants on 
the Municipal &ard. 2391. 

Scholarships awarded at the Government Central Girls’ School, . 375. 

Standard of diet of “ C ’ class prisoners in . 2566. 

Time-table of classes at the Government High School, . 376-77. 

Water supply of . 2360-61. 

Statement (laid on the table) re — 

Bad drainage of city. 2966-67. 

High death rate in . 2967. 

AJMER CENTRAL JAII^ 

Question re — 

Alleged harassing of prisoners in the . 2568. 

Classification of prisoners in the . 2566. 

Complaint about the treatment of prisoners in the . 2567. 

Conditions of interviews with political prisoners in the . 2567. 

Confinement in a dark ce^l of a prisoner in the , 2564. 

A Disallowance of a religious book to a prisoner in the . 2568. 

Lack of soap and oil in the . 2568. 

Provision of a non-oflicial visitor for the . 2568. 

Record of weights of political prisoners in the . 2568. 
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AJMER-MERWARA— 

Demand for Grant. 2342. 

Question re — 

Agriculturists’ rights in the Istimrari area of . 1666-67. 

Appointment of Muslim Medical Officers in . 70-71. 

Appointment of Muslims to the office of the Commissioner, . 2023. 

Aj)pcintment of Muslims to various appointments in . 2021-22. 

Birth and death rates in . 2390. 

Exci:.c* revenue collected by tJie Local Administration in . 2380. 

Exemption of motor cars from octroi duty In . 2389. 

Ineooio and expenditure of the Excise Department . 2390. 

^liniinum marks required foi* passing into a higher standard in schools in 

liajputana, etc. 2387. 

Non-appointment of qualified ^Iiislims in . 2022 , 2023. 

Number of clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi, 

and Central India. 2719. 

Rcciuitment of two unqualihed non-Muslim clerks in . 2022. 

Suggesfioiis for retrenchment in the Education Department. 376. 

Statement (laid on the table) re — 

Books j^ropcriued by the Chief Commissioner, . 2497. 

Birth and death rat's in . 2966. 

ALIGARH— 

Question re — 

Carelessness of a Head Clerk in the Government of India Pr»*ss, . 1663. 

Inconvenient timings of trains at . 2012-13. 

Machinery lost in the Government of India Press, 1617. 

Qualiheations of the Officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla and Gov. 

ernment of India Press. 2381, 

Rent free quarters to the Officiating Assistant Manager, Government of India 
Press, . 2381. 

Retrenchments in the Government of India Press, . 1617-18, 

ALL-INDIA CANTONIMENTS ASSOCIATION— 

Question rc supply to the of important Government Circulars. 735. 

ALL-INDIA CANTONMENTS CONFERENCE— 

Question re resolutions passed by the . 754-55. 

ALL-INDIA JAMTAT-I L-T LEMA— 

See “ Jainiat-ul-Ulema 

ALL-INDJA HATLWAYMEN’S FEDERATION— 

Question re non-issue of railway passes to the representative of the . It526. 

ALL-INDIA SERVICES— 

Sec “ Service(s) ”. 

ALL-INDIA SPINNER’S ASSOCIATION- 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re cloth 
seized from . 2498. 

ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE— 

Question re case for Berar prepared by the Berar . 439. 

ALLAHABAD— 

Questun re — 

Advertising of the Magh Mela of . 819-20. 

Recovery of a hospital fee in Cantonment. 747. 
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ALLEGATION (S)— 

Question re re officers on Special Duty. 1125-26. 

ALLISON, Mr. F. W.— 

Expressions of regret on the death of . 2668-70. 

Oath of Office. 13. 

Resolution re — 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 601-02. 

Recent Ordinances. 300. 

ALLOTMENT— 

Question re of further days for the discussion of non-official Bills in the 

Legislative Assembly. 701-02. 

ALLOWANCE (Si- 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of superannuation and 

Pensions. 935. 

Question re — 

and duties of guards on the North-Western Railway. 2384-85. 

and treatment of prisoners in Delhi. 2382. 

for officers and staffs on deputation. 1667-69. 

for staff engaged in sorting foreign mail in Calcutta. 1944-45. 

^ in the office of the Railway Board. 1315-16. 

of certain detenus. 1378-79. 

of daftries in the Railway Department. 1317-19. 

of guards and ticket examiners. 615-16. 

of guards and ticket examiners on the East Indian Railway. 998. 

of the staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 2782. 

of traffic relieving staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1926-27. 

of travelling ticket examiners. 2365-68. 

of travelling ticket examiners and of guards and drivers. 1937-38. 

permitted for certain prisoner.-; detained under Regulation ITI of 1818. 

2363-04. 

Casual leave and gate of crew staff and ticket collectors of the East 

Indian Railway. 359-60. 

Clothing of British Indian Troops. 2569. 

Dailv of Engineering subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

716. 

Delhi move and Simla house-rent . 2467. 

Family travelling for duftrics and peons. 1685-86. 

Grant of conveyance to Inspectors of Telegraph peons. 2595. 

House-rent of duftries and peons. 1624. 

House-rent and mileage of ticket checking staff of the East Indian and 

Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways. 621. 

National wealth, remittances, incomes, pay and , etc. 1380. 

Overtime paid for sorting English Mail. 2661. 

Passage of subordinates of Non- Asiatic domicile. 993. 

Pav and of the Indian Staff of the Office of the High Commissioner for 

India. 970-71. 

Pay and mileage of ticket examiners on the East Indian and North- 

western Railways. 617. 

Personal refused to Subedar-!Majors. 636. 

Reduction of salaries and , etc., of Imperial Services. 2479. 

• Reduction of Simla house-rent . 2374. 

Reductioti of travelling and other of Members of the TiCgislature. 2590-91. 

Reductions of pay and of travelling ticket inspectors. 617. 
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ALLOWANCE(S)— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Travelling drawn on inspection tours by Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner 

of Income-tax, Bengal. 367-(58. 

Travelling of inferior servants of the Government of India. 1319. 

Travelling paid on transfer to a Superintendent of Post OiSBces in Mysore. 

695. 

Travelling and house-rent . 2377. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan rc travelling paid on transfer 

to a Superintendent of Post Offices in Mysore. 1626. 

AMALGAMATION— 

Question re — 

of the Accounts and Audit Departments of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 1071. 

of the Commercial and Transportation Departments of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 1070-71. 

Jic of the Commercial and Transportation Departments of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 1937. 

AMBALA— 

Question rc — 

Action taken under section 25 of the Cantonments Act by the Executive Officer, 
Cantonment. 749. 

Appointment of an Assistant Secretary to the Cantonment Board. 753. 

Charges of bribery and corruption in Cantonment. 754. 

Extension of the House-scavenging tax in Cantonment. 745-46, 1241, 

2215. 

Taking over of the H. M. High School by the Cantonment Board. 1241. 

Statement (laid on the table) by ^fr. G. M. Young, re — 

Hindu-jVruhaminadan High School Cantonment. 2401. 

Platforms, the erection of which has been condoned in Cantonment. 

2491. 

AMEND]MENT(S)— 

Question re — 

of" Acts affecting workmen. 339. 

of the Indian Income-tax Act. 1589. 

AMRITSAR— 

Question re alleged abuse by the Station Master, of the Assistant Station 

Master. 1379. 

ANASAGAR— 

Question re octroi duty paid by the Weaving Mills at . 2391. 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS PRESEIIVATION (AMENDMENT) BILT^ 

See “ Bill(s) 

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS— 

Demand- for Grant. 2342. 

ANDHRA PROVINCE— 

Questifyn re formation of an . 2.553. 

ANGLO.INDIAN(S)- 

Question rc — » 

women retained in officiating vacancies in the Madras General Pos^ 

Office. 633-84. 
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ANGLO-INDIAN(S)— (conc/d.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Pay of and Indian Assistant Station Masters at Delhi and Gbaziabad. 

825. 

Promotion of an subordinate on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

1070. 

Ratio of European, and Indian Time Keepers in the Public Works 

Engineering Department. 539-40. 

ANGLO-VERNACULAR HIGH SCHOOL(S)— 

See “ School(s) ”. 

animal husbandry DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee re Dairying and 
. 2784-86. 

ANKLESARIA, Mu. N. N.— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2765-58. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2776, 2817. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2887-88. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1776-79. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council re — 

Improper interference by the Secretary of State in the financial afiairs of 
India. 2194-97, 2199. 

“ Railway Board ** re — 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1567-70, 1577. 
Resolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 135, 146-47. 

Recent Ordinances. 270-72. 

ANTIQUITIES— 

Question re — 

Exhibition of Mohenjodaro in the New Delhi Museum. 1242. 

Removal of from Mohenjodaro to the Delhi Museum. 62-63. 

ANWAR-UL-AZIM, Mu. MUHAMMAD— 

Hejaz Pilgrims (Muallims) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3008. 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Railway Board ” re — 

Lack of supervision and control over Company-managed railways. 1447-50, 
1461-62. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1356. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3001-02. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2950-52. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of Superintendents of Wireless and Cash Branches of 
the Ofiice of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1607. 

Absence of the Superintendent of the Wireless Branch of the Office of the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 2017. 

Appointment of Ccmputor for calculation and design of structures in tha 
Public Works Department, Delhi. 2475. 
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ANWAR-UL-AZIM, Mr. MUHAAIMAD— (condJ.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Appointment of Superintendent, Wireless Branch, Office of the . Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs. 1508. 

Appointments in the Office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Calcutta. 
1606-07. 

Cambridge University Examinations. 2472-73. 

Carelessness of a Head Clerk in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1663. 
Communities of Engineers in State Railways. 2474. 

Communities of Engineers in the Telegraph Engineering Service. 2475. 
Contracts for the conveyance of mails in the Dehra Dun and Jhansi Postal 
Divisions. 2095-96. 

Denial of Calcutta-Delhi transfer concessions to certain clerks and peons of 
the Office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1509. 

East Indian Railway passes issued to the Deputy Postmaster General, United 
Provinces Circle. 2096. 

Employment of a separate Superintendent for the Wireless Branch of the Office 
of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 2017-18. 

Engineering Examinations held in India. 2474. 

Exemption of certain clerks from the 10 per cent, cut in pay. 1508-01 
Family travelling allowance for duftries and peons. 1685-86. 

Machinery *lost in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1617. 

Muslim and Hindu duftries and peons employed in various Departments. 
1684-85. 

Occupation of Post Office Inspection Houses by a Deputy Postmaster General. 
2095. 

Old record sorters, jemadars and peons retained in the Government of India 
Secretariat. 1685. 

Qualifications and communities of Engineers in each province. 2474. 
Qualifications and communities of Engineers in State Railways. 2473. 

Qualifications and communities of Engineers in the Military Engineering 
Service. 2473. 

Qualifications of Engineers of the Supplementary Reserve and Territorial Army. 
2473, 

Recruitment of Muslims to Government Departments. 2383-84. 

Recruitments in the United Provinces Postal Circle. 2096. 

Retrenchment of certain Junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North-Western 
Railway. 2471-72. 

Retrenchments in the Government cf India Press, Aligarh. 1617-18. 
Standard of qualifications of Engineering Examinations in London and in 
India. 2474-75. 

Titles for Hindus and Mussalmans. 557-58. 

Volunteers for retirement in the office of the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. 1507. 

Question (Supplementary) re Insanitary conditions in the Hedjaz. 330. 
Resolution re recent Ordinances. 235-37. 

APPEAL(S)—. 

Qifestion re — 

against decisions of Medical Boards. 636. 

agaanst discharge by binders in the East Indian Railway Press. 2218. 

by travelling ticket examiners of the North-Western Railw’^ay. 621-22. 

in cantonments. 2215-16. * 

in respect of pensionary grants. 635.36. 

— of travelling ticket inspectors. 616, 2806 . 
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APPEAL(S) — (concld.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

. of travelling ticket inspectors to the Secretary, Railway Board. 1936-39. 

Transfer of from the Income-tax Coiniriissioner to another. 330. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re disposal of by the 

Inspecting Ofiicer, Military Lands and Cantonments, Northern Command. 
2854. 

APPRENTICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Allegations in regard to Railway in Jamalpore. 67-68. 

Alleged racial discrimination in training of at Jamalpur. 1.520. 

Appointment of of the Lillooah Railway Workshops. 1517-18, 1.520-21. 

Appointment of to the Security Printing, India, and the Currency Note 

Press. 513-44. 

Appointment of trained in Ordnance Factories. 1261. 

Appointment of Lillooah as electricians and train examiners. 1518. 

Appointment of Tiillooah in the Indian Air Force at Karachi. 1510. 

A])poiiitment of trained on railways. 1520. 

plate-layers appointed as permanent way sub-inspectors. 540. 

B Class Maclagan Engineering on the North-Western Railway. 2401. 

Certifi<‘ates granted to in Ordnance Factories. 1261. 

Examination of in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 2223-24. 

Limiting the number of in the Lillooah Railway Workshop. 1519-20. 

Petitit)!! from in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 2224. 

Publication of notifications re selection of engineering . 1135. 

Recruitment of ^Muslims as mechanics on various railways. 1233. 

Rights and privileges of existing at the Rifle Factory, Ishapore. 1261. 

Standard of training of in the Rifle Factory, Ishapore. 1261. 

Training and appointment of special class railway . 996. 

Training of in Ordnance Factories. 344-45, 1949. 

Training of in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 1200-61, 1262, 1948-49, 

2386, 2600-01. 

APPROPRIATION FROM DEPRECIATION FUND— 

Demand for excess grant. 930. 

APPROPRIATION FROM DEPRECIATION FUND— (RAILWAY BUDGET)— 
Demand for Grant. 1583. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1830. 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE RESERVE FUND— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 930-32. 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE RESERVE FUND— (RAILWAY BUDGET)— 
Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1832-34. 

APPROPRIATION TO DEPRECIATION FIT ND—( RAILWAY BUDGET)— 

Demand for Grant. 1582. 

ARCADE BUILDING— 

Question re quarters in the of the Calcutta General Past Office. 3J2-73. 

ARCHiEOLOGICA,L DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Engineer, Agra. 2358. 

Appointment of a non-Christian in the . 1609. 

Increase of percentage after retrenchment of Hindus in the . 2«71.72. 
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ARCHEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Payment of an honorarium to Mr. Page of the for preparation of Budhist 

design. 2356. 

Percentage of Hindus and Muslims in the . 2358-59. 

Report of the . 2356-57. 

Retrenchment in the . 2357-58. 

ARCHEOLOGY— 

Demand for Grant. 2337. 

ARM(SV~ 

Question re non-issue of licences in Malabar. 1510. 

ARMY— 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Executive Council ** re Indianisation of the 
. 2118-44. 

Question re — 

Commissioned reserve officers in the Indian . 352. 

Contribution by Britain to the cost of the British in India. 55-56. 

Holidays enjoyed by officers of the Indian . 1593. 

Mortality and sickness in the British in India. 971-72. 

Qualifications of Engineers of the Supplementarv Reserve and Territorial . 

2473. 

Vocational training in the . 817-18. 

ARMY AUDIT— 

Question re Sikh representation to the Director, , re reductions. 1684. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re Sikh 
representation in regard to retrenchment in the Office. 2414. 

ARMY CADET(S)— 

Question re Indian admitted to Sandhurst. 2720. 

ARMY DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Grant. 2335. 

Question re — 

Communal composition of the Establishment and cash sections of the . 

2372-73. 

Retrenchment in the . 2370-72. 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re — 

Absence of Sikhs from certain Branches of . 1676-77. 

Non-employment of Sikhs as gate-keepers at . 1675. 

Recruitment of Punjabi Mussalmans to guard . 2569-70. 

Retrenchment of the appointments in Arsenals of certain men brought from 
Arsenals to . 2575-76. 

ARMY IN INDIA RESERVE OF OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Admission of Indians to the . 329. 

Regulations for the . 654-55. 


ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS— 
See “ Ordnance Corps ”. 
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army service corps— 

Question re distinctioli in pension conditions between the Indian and the 

Military Engineering Corps. 1928-29. 

army UNIT(S)— 

Question re substitution of Air Force Units for in the defence of the 

Frontier. 2657-59. 

ARREAR(S)— 

Question re of pension for disability subsequently declared as attributable 

to military service. 2601. 

ARREST(S)— 

Motion for Adjournment re and internment of Mahatma Gandhi. 72-73, 

104. 

Question re — 

for advertising a awadeshi tricycle. 987. 

in the North-West Frontier Province. 331-82. 

made and properties confiscated under the Ordinances in the North- 

West Frontier Province. 437. 

of a shop-keeper for flying the Congress flag. 2565. 

of members of Afghan jirgas and Khilafat Committees. 990. 

of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta on board an Italian ship. .548-50. 

of Mr. W. A. Edge of the Public Works Department, Delhi, for alleged 

embezzlement. 2717. 

of young boys in Ajmer. 2566. 

Despatch of troops to Chittagong and of absconders. 343. 

Dispersal of a meeting in the Queen’s Garden, Delhi and of Mufti 

Kifayatullah. 2470-71. 

ARSENAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of British Militarv Chief Clerks in and Ordnance Depots. 

1240-41. 

Retrenchment of the appointments in of certain men brought from 

to Army Hoatlquarters. 2575-76. 


ASANSOT^ 

Question re ticket checking on Branch lines of and Dinapore Divisions. 

2210-11. 


ASSAM— 

Question rc— 

Paucity of Muslims in the Military Engineering Services, Presidency and 

District. 2477-78. 

Reduction of selection grwle posts in the Bengal and Postal Circle. 373. 

ASSAULT(S)— 

Question re alleged on students and teachers in Chittagong. 487-88. 


ASSESSEE(S)— 

Question re writing off bad debts of . 649. 


ASSESSMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Examination of accounts for Income-tax . 648-49. 

Income-tax in Bombay. 648. 

Income-tax on incomes below Rs. 1,000. 436. 
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ASSISTANT(8)— 

Queetion re — 

Leave Reserve oi in the Office of the Director General of Posts and Tele. 

graphs. 348. 

Percentage of Muslim and clerks in the Railway Board’s Office. 1695. 

ASSISTANT CHIEF DRAFTSMAN— 

See “ Draftsman 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER(S)— 

Question re appointment of a Muslim as of Income-tax. 2573. 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER(S) OF INCOME-TAX— 

Question re Commissioners and in Bombay. 1942. 

ASSISTANT CONTROLLERS— 

See “ Controller(s) 

ASSISTANT DEPUTY DIRECTOR (S) GENERAL— 

See “ Direftor(s) General of Posts and Telegraphs 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR— 

Question re duties of men promoted in the Office of the of Ordnance Services 

(Provision). 2576. 

ASSISTANT DIR ECTOR (S) GENERATE— 

Sec “ Director(s) General of Posts and Telegraphs ”. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE— 

Question re saving on account of the abolition of the post of , Indian Stores 

Department. 2376-77. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ORDNANCE SERVICES (PROVISION)— 

See “ Director of Ordnance Services (Provision) ”, 

ASSISTANT ENGINEER (S)— 

Question re abolition of the post of Archaeological Department, Agra. 2358, 

ASSISTANT FINANCIAL ADVISER(S)— 

Question re recruitment of from the lililitary Accounts Department. 2019. 

ASSISTANT MANAGER(S)— 

Que.stion re — 

Qualihcations of the Officiating — ^ — of the Simla and Aligarh Government of 
India Presses. 2381. 

Rent free quarters to the Officiating Government of India Press, Aligarh. 

2381. 

ASSISTANT PERSONNEL OFFICER(S)— 

See^ “ Personnel Officer (s) 

ASSISTANT STATION MASTER(S)— 

- Sec “ Station Master(8) 

ASSISTANT SURGEON(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims as clerks and on the North-Western Railway- 

1601. • 

Muslim on the North-Western Railway. 111-12. 
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assistant SURGEON(S)—(conc2ri.) 

Question re — (concJd,) 

Number of Indian Medical Department oa the North-Western Railway. 

542. 

Number of Indian Medical Department on various railways. 1684. 

Recruitment of on the N orth-AYcstern Railway. 542. 

Reversion to previous aiJpoiiitnients of certain on the North-Western 

Railway. 112. 

assistant train CONTROLLERS— 

Sec “ Train Controllers 

ASSOCIATION(S)— 

Question rc — 

Expenditure on the Office of the Railway Conference . — 626. 

Supply to the All-India Cantonments of important Government circulars. 

755. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re cloth 
seized from the All-India Spinners’ . 2498. 

ATHCR— 

Question re subsidy paid for the Mail !Motor Service between Salem and . 

1923. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Air. T. Ryan rc subsidy paid for the Mail Motor 
Service between Salem and . 2852. 

ATTACHED OFFICE (S)— 

Question rc alleged discontent amongst Aluslim employees in the Government of 
India Secretariat and . 2783. 

AT'CTION— 

Question rc — 

of land ill Karol Bagh and Pabarganj for residential quarters. 2561. 

of private property in the Gandhi Ashram at Hatundi. 2565. 

AUDIT— 

Demand for Grant. 2336. 

Question re commercial in Government factories. 1933-34. 

AUDIT (RAILAVAYS)— 

Demand for Grant. 1581. 

AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc Muslim grievances in the Railway . 076-77. 

AUDIT CHARGE(S)— 

Question re exemption of Cantonment Boards from . 747. 

audit DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the Accounts and of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 

way. 1071. 

Separation of and Accounts Department of State Railways. 1532. 

audit OFFICE (S)— 

Queetion re — 

Absence of Sikh Accolmtants in Railway and Accounts Ofi&ces. 1675-76. 

Accommodation for clerks in the — — Bengal and North -AVestem Railway. 

1680. 
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AUDIT OFFIOE(S)— (co»k?W.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Appointment of Sikhs in the — : — , Indian Stores Department. 1675. 

Injustice in retrenchment of men of Accounts and . 879. 

Men retrenched in Accounts and . 880. 

Statement (laid on the table) re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in the , Indian Stores Department. 2853. 

Retrenchment in Accounts and . 1024-25. 

AUDIT OFFICER— 

Question re staff of the Ofl&ce of the , Indian Stores Department. 701. 

AUDIT SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of IMuhammadans in the Railway . 2392. 

Number of Muhammadans in the Railway . 2392. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re appoint- 
ment of IVfuhammadans in the Railway . 2853. 

AUDITOR(S)— 

Question re admission of students of Indian Universities to the Society of In- 
corporated Accountants and ,X.ondon. 647. 

AUDITOR GENERAL IN INDIA— 

Question rc staff of the office of the . 695-98. 

AVIATION— 

Demand for Grant. 2339. 

AVIATION EXPERTS— 

Question re Indians trained as . 1607-08. 

AYANGAR, Mr. V. K. ARAVAMUDHA— 

Oath of Office. 1585. 

AYURVEDIC DISPENSARIES— 

Question re in Delhi and lack of Sikh Hakims or Vaids. 2571. 

AYURVEDIC PRACTITIONER(S)— 

Question re medical certificates of . 642, 

AZHAR ALI, Mr. MUHAMMAD— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1851-52. 

Motion to pass. 2708-09. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2814-15. 

Hindu Widows' Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 94. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 197. 

Question rc promotion of certain Town Inspectors of Post Offices. 2013. 
Resolution re — 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 581-82. 

Impeiial Bank of India. 120. . 
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backward tracts— 

Question re constitutional problems of . 622-26. 

badami bagh— 

Question re defective railroad subway between and Lahore railway 

stations. 1377-78. 

BADI-UZ-ZAMAN, Maul VI — 

Question re promotion of ex-War service railwaymen. 2204. 

BAGLA, LAL RAMESHWAR PRASAD— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a guard as Janitor, Headquarters Office, North-Western 
Railway, 2392-93. 

Appointment of Indians as Foremen, etc., in Military Worksliops, etc. 2400. 
Appointment of Indians as Officers on State Railways. 2401. 

Appointment of Indians as Shop Foremen, etc. 2402. 

B Class Maclagan Engineering apprentices on the North-Western Railway. 
2401. 

Casual leave for officers and clerks on the North-Western Railway. 2396. 

Cost of British and Indian soldiers and Officers in India. 2010. 

Currencj’^ and exchange policy of the Government. 646. 

Disregard of the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 2009. 

Endorsement of passes of Officers and clerks on the North-Western 
Railway. 2394-95. 

Export of gold from India. 646 

Family Pass Rules on the North-Western Railway. 2397-98. 

Grant of concessions to clerks of the North-Western Railway Offices for 
attending office on Sundays and holidays. 2403. 

Head Draftman, Loco Headquarters Office, North-Western Railway. 2398. 
Higher grades in Establisnment Branches of Headquarters and Divisional 
Superintendents’ Offices on the North-Western Railway. 2402. 

Increase of hours of clerical establishment on State Raihvays. 2403. 

Leave rules on the North-Western Railway. 2393-94. 

Low price of silver. 646. 

Aledical certificates required from the North-Western Railway employees. 

2399. 

Medical treatment of employees on the North-Western Railway. 2399. 
Non-availability of intermediate class passes by mail trains. 2394. 

Number of convictions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 2010. 

Pass. Rules on Railways. 2098. 

Passes issued to lady employees on railways. 2400-01. 

Paucity of Hindus in ivorkshops on the North-Western Railway. 2398-99. 
Pay of lady typists on the North-Western Railway. 2395. 

Promotion of clerks at the Headquarters Office, North-Western Railway. 
2402-03. 

Promotion of typists on the North-Western Railway. 2395-96. 

Qualifications of lady stenographers and typists on the North-Western- 
Railway. 2395. 

Reduction of the pay of the Chief Engineer, Construction, North-Western- 
* Railway, and his staff. 2400. 

Reflooring and relining of walla in the North-Western Railway Head^ 
quarters Office. 2401. 
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BAGLA, LAL RAMESHWAB PRASAI>-(concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Retrenchment in military expenditure. 2010. 

Retrenchment of officers and workmen on the North-Western Railway. 2396. 
Retrenchment of Works Managers, etc., of the Ia)co. and Carriage Shops, 
North-Western Railivay. 2397. 

Revision of the scale of pav of the lodal engineering and traffic service. 
2396. 

Trade balance of India. 645. 

Traffic Manager, North-Western Railway. 2393. 

Value of imports and exports of India and Burma. 645-46. 

BAJPAI, Mr. G. S.— 

Oath of Office . 2347. 

Statement re South Africa. 2963-65. 

BAKHTIARPORE— 

Question re inconvenient timings of trains at junction station. S29. 

IBAKHTIARPORE— BIHAR LIGHT RAILWAY— 

See Railway(s) 

BALUCHISTAN— 

Demand for grant. 2342. 

BAMBOO PAPER INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILIr- 
See ‘‘ Bill(s) 

BANGALORE— 

Election of a Member to the Council of the Indian Institute of Science, . 

165-66, 378, 440. / 

Question re transfer of the Imperial Institute of Dairying from to Karnal. 

647. 

«ANK(S)— 

Question re — 

Deposits, loans and cash credits of other with the Imperial of 

India. 1063-64. 

Income and working expenses of and firms. 049-50. 

Resolution re Imperial of India. 112-25. 

See also “ Savings Bank(s) 

BAREILLY— 

Question re — 

Compensation for theft hv British soldiers in the British Infantrv Bazar, . 

2577. 

Theft by British soldiers in the British Infantry Bazar. 2576-77. 

BAUDOT SUPERVISORS— 

Question re determination of seniority of in the Posts and Telepr.aph^ 

Department. 2606. 

BEEF— 

Question re sale of in open bazars in Delhi. 979. 

•BENARES CANTONMENT- 

• Question rc encroachments on adjoining land of houses in . 1595-06. 
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Bengal— 

Question re — 

Disposal of files in the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, . 

366-67. 

Inspections made by Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax, . 

368-70. 

Loss by floods caused to postal employees in Eastern . 714-16. 

Motor mail contracts in Bombay, Madras and . 2085. 

Muslim representation in Railway service in East . 1015. 

Office bours kept by Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner of Inconi e-tax, . 

371. 

Reduction of selection grade posts in the and Assam Postal Circle. 373. 

Resolution of the Government of on the shooting at the Hijli detention 

camp. 1221-23. 

Travelling allowance drawn on inspection tours by Mr. F. W. Strong^ 

Commissioner of Income-tax, .367-68. 

Visit to Kaliiiipong of Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax, . 

2;, 36-87. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re motor mail contracts in 
Bombaj', Madras and . 2967-68. 

Stat^^nient (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 

representation of Muslims in the Income-tax Department, 2612-13. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crear re alleged 
restrictions on the Press in . 2 113. 

BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RATLW^AY— 

*Src “ Railway (s) 

BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW' AMENDMENT (SEPPLEMENTARY) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

BENGAL NAGPUR RATLW’^AY— 

See “ Railway (s) 

BENGALIS— 

Question re appointed on the staff of the Round Table Conference Com- 

mittees. 566. 

BERAR— 

Question re — 

Administrative position of in relation to constitutional reform. 48. 

Case for prepared by the All Parties Conference. 439. 

Future status of . 2553-64. 

BH.AGALPUR— 

Question re cloth seized by the Police at . 357. 

BHAKHAR DAM SCHEME— 

Question re, tenders for stone for the . 650. 

BHARGAVA, Rai Bahadur PANDIT T. N.— 

Election of to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1319. 

Question re holidays for the J/o/i and Deicali festivals. 2903. 

BHORE, the Hon’bi.e Sir JOSEPH— 

Demand for Excess Granfc in respect of Indian Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
nient. 928-29. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
(including Working Expenses). 2285-87. 
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BHOBE, The Hon’ble Sm JOSEPH — {concHJ) 

Employers and Workmen (Disputes) Repealing Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 166. 

Motion to consider. 394, 396-96. 

Motion to pass. 396. 

Indian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Amendment Bill — 

.. Motion for lejivo to introduce. 1834. 

Motion to consider. 2925-27, 2930, 2931. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2931, 2932. 

Motion to pass. 2933. 

Motion for election of Members to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1018. 
Motion to reduce Demand for “ Executive Council ** rc Royal Commission 
on Labour. 2151-53. 

Resolution re hours of work in Coal mines. 1177-78, 1180-81. 

Resolution to amend the previous Besolution on Roads. 3010, 3011, 3012. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1835. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2978-79, 2998. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 925. 

Motion to circulate. 1041-42. 

SHUPTJT SING, Mr.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Consideration of Clause 2. 1140-41. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 428. 

Child Marriage Restrain (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 941. 

Election of * to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1738-40. 

Indian Income-tax (vSecond Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 183. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

" Railway Board " re — 

Abolition of the Railway Board. 1323-25, 1329-30. 

•Question re — 

Advocacy of Swadesi goods. 987. 

Alleged caning of pickets in Tinneyelly. 532. 

Alleged racial discrimination in punishments in the Howrah Goods Sbcnl. 2782. 
Alleged racial discrimination in training of apprentices at Jamalpur. 1520. 
Allowances of the staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 2782. 

Appeal against decisions of Medical Boards. 635. 

Appeals in respect of pensionary grants. 636-36. 

Appointment and promotion of an “ outsider ” in the Lillooah Railway 
AVorkshop. 1521. 

Appointment of apprentices of the Lillooah Railwav Workshops. 1517-18, 
1520-21. 

Appointment of Assistant Controllers on the North-Western Railway. 
Appointment of Lillooah apprentices as electricians and train examiners. 
1618. 

Appointment of Lillooah apprentices in the Indian Air Force at Karachi. 
1619. 

Appointment of Traffic Inspectors on the North-Western Railway. 986. 
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pHUPUT SING, Mr. — (concld,) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Appointinc'nt of trained apprentieea on railways. 1520. 

Arrest for advertising a swadeshi trieyclo. 987. 

Circuits of telegraph lines entering New Delhi and Agra. 1315. 

Cloth seized by the Police at Bhagalpur. 357. 

Complaint by Mr. P. D. Sharma of assault at a meeting of the Citizens’ 
League, Delhi. 2467-68. 

Complaints against the Superintendent of Post Oflficcs, Salem. 989. 

Contract for the conveyance of mails between Erode and Satvamangalam. 
1219-20. 

Cut in pay of telephone operators. 2351. 

Cuts in low pays in the Local Governments and the Govermnent of India. 
2350. 

Decisions of Courts Martial refused to Indian Banks. 637-38. 

Dismissal of Indian Banks. 637. 

Elimination of telegraj^h tost rooms at Agra and New Delhi. 1315. 

Facilities for emigration to Brazil. 1311. 

Female military pensioners. 638. 

Flags permitted to he flown in India. .550. 

Gold oxport<Ml from and imported into India. 531-32. 

Grievances of railway .stafl* of the Howrah Goods Shed. 2781. 

High water motor rent in New Delhi. 1929. 

Limiting the number of apprentices in the Lillooah Railwav Workshop. 
1519-20. 

^Tedical Board i)rocoedings refused to Indian Ranks. 635. 

^Members nominated for the Committees of the Round Table Conference. 
532-35. 

^Merits of the telegraph test room. 1315. 

^filitary pensions forfeited for parti cipjition in political activities. 637. 
Non-grant of pensions to certain disabled sepoys. 6.34. 

Pensions admissible to widows and mothers of deceased ranks. 637. 
Pensions granted to ranks re-engaged for the Great War. 636. 

Personal allowance refused to Subedar-Majors. 636. 

Pneumonia caused by Military Service. 635. 

Quarterly bills for water charge.s in New Delhi. 1929-30. 

Railway pas.ses granted to staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to 
go on leave on half pay. 2782. 

Refund to employees of the Po.st and Telegraph Department of deductions 
from their salaries. 2350. 

Representation from religious leaders for the release of iVtahatma Gandhi. 
550-51. 

Result of installation of test rooms at the New Delhi and Agra Central 
Telegraph Offices. 1314-15. 

Rumoured release of Mr. Gandhi. 357. 

Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go on leave on half pay. 2781. 
Technical .staff and cost of test rooms in tlie New Delhi and Agra Central 
Telegraph Offices. 1314. 

Test rooms in the New Delhi and Agra Central Telegraph Offices. 1312-14. 
Transfer of the Works Manager, Lillooah Workshop. 1521-22. 

Treatment of lady prisoners under trial in Delhi, 987. 

Utilization of services of technical officers in the New Delhi and Agra Central 
Telegraph Offices. 1315. 

Hesoliition re — 

Appointment of a Committee to hear grievances of retrenched officers, 84547. 
Chief Justices of High Courts. 129. 
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BHUPUT SING, Mu.-Hconcld.) 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1030. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1039-40. 

BIHAR AND ORISSA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Postal Circle. 27-28. 

Appointment of Muslim Incon^e-tax Officers in 1003. 

Appointments in the Income-tax Department of . 827-28. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re — 

Appointments in the Income-tax Department of . 2671. 

Representation of Muslims in tlie Income-tax Department, . 1704. 

BILL(S)— 

Ancient Moniiiiients Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Appointment to Select Committee. 2415. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 2969. 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) — 

Introduced. 398. 

Referred to Select Committee. 505-22. 

Time for representation of the report of the Select Committee extended. 781. 
Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 851. 

IMotion to consider. 1080-1124. 

Consideration of clauses. 1137-63. 

Passed. 1158. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1447. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary') motion to refer to 

Select Committee. 399-434, 663-81. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 1018. 

Motion to consider. 1835-64, 1867-1918. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2438-42, 2500-34. 

Clause 3. 2535. 

Clause 4. 2535-42, 2619-54. 

Clauses. 2672-89. 

Passed. 2714. 

Passed by the Council of State. 3027. 

Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) (Khan Bahadur Haji 

Wajihuddin) — 

Introduced. 942. 

Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) (Mr. Bhuput Singh) — 

Introduced 941. 

. Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) (Raja Bahadur G. Krishnam®- 

chariar) — 

.Introduced. 942. 

Child Marriage Restraint (Repealing) — 

Introduced. 941-42. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) — 

Passed by the Council of State. 1320. 

Considered and passed. 2969-70. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) (Sardar Sant Singli)— 

Introduced. 942. 
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BILL(S)— (contd.) 

Employers and Workmen (Disputes) Repealing — 

Introduced. 166. 

Considered and passed. 394-96. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1320. 

Foreign Relations — 

Presentation of the Report of Select Committee. 1264. 

Considered and passed. 2731-76, 2794-2821, 2879-2902. 

Hcdjaz Pilgrims (Muallims ) — 

Introduced. 2730. 

Referred to Select Committee. 3006-09. 

Hindu Inheritance (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 941. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution — 

Petitions relating to the . 441, 755-66, 1704-06. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 481-93, 722-42. 

Motion to re-circiilate. 944-67. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Public Petitions. 2414. 

Hindu Untouchable Castes (Removal of Disabilities) — 

Introduced. 939-40. 

Petitions relating to the . 1704-06. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Public Petitions. 2415. 
Hindu Widows* Right of Inheritance — 

Petitions relating to the . 441. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 73-104, 442-81. 

Negatived. 481. 

Indian Air Force — 

Introduced. 397. 

Referred to Select Committee. 52.3-25. 

Time for presentation of the Report of the Select Committee extended. 1036. 
Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 1755. , 

Considered and passed. 2912-25. 

Indian Coastal Traffic (Reservation) — 

Introduced. 939. 

Indian Companies (Supplementary Ainendinent) — 

Introduced. 166. 

<-*oiisidered and passed. 393. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1320. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Amendment — 

Introduced. 397. 

Considered and passed. 681-82. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1320. 
fndian Income-tax (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 939. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 167-209, 757-80. 

Negatived. 780. 

Indian “ Khaddar ” (Name Protection) — 

Introduced. 939. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 943 . 
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Slllili(S)-— (cofit <2 . ) 

Indian Medical Council — 

Introduced. 2415. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 1867. 

Referred to Select Committee. 2971-78. 

Indian Partnership — 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 78. 

Motion to consider. 781-806, 883-84. 

Consideration of clauses. 884-923. 

Passed. 924-25. 

Passed by the Council of State with amendments. 1320. 

Amendments made by the Council of State agreed to. 2970-71. 

Indian Registration (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 943. 

Indian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Amendment — 

Introduced. * 1834. 

Considered and passed. 2925-33. 

Indian Trusts (Amendment) — (Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty) 

Introduced. 943. 

Indian Trusts (Amendment) — (Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon) — 

Introduced . 943 . 

Port Haj Committees — 

Introduced. 2730. 

Referred to Select Committee. 2998-3006, 

Prevention of Dedication of Devadasis — 

Introduced. 940. 

Public Suits Validation — 

Passed by the Council of State. 2025. 

Considered and passed. 2933-62. 

Question re — 

Allotment of fui-ther days for the discussion of non-oiffcial in the Legis- 

lative Assembly. 701-02. 

Quarterly for water charges in New Delhi. 1929-30. 

Resolutions on the draft to establish a Medical Council in India. 60 . 

Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) — 

Introduced. 1834. 

Considered and passed. 2416-38. 

Passed by the Council of State. 2729. 

Special Marriage (Amendment) Repealing — 

Introduced . 943 . 

Sugar Industry (Protection) — 

Introduced. 398. 

Referred to Select Committee. 495-98. 

Time for presentation of the Report of the Select Committee extended. 781 
Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 1080. 

Considered and passed. 2821-29, 2855-79. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour — 

Introduced. 1835. 

Referred to Select Committee. 2978-98. 
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BILL(S)— (concZd.) 

Wheat Import Duty (Extending) — 

Introduced. 495. 

Considered and passed. 682-94. 
passed by the Council of State. 1320. 

Question re renewal of the . 536. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) — 

Introduced. 398. 

Referred to Select Committee. 499-505. 

Presentation of the Report, of the Select Committee. 781. 

Considered and passed. 1019-36, 1037-40. 

Passed by the Ckmncil of State. 1320. 

Workmen's Compensation (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 925. 

Circulated. 1041-55. 

BINDER(S)— 

Question re — 

Appeal against discharge by in the East Indian Railway Press. 2218. 

Cut in j)ay tA , compositors, etc., in the East Indian Railway Press. 

2218-19. 

l)i.scharge of compositors and from the East Indian Railway Press. 

2217-18. 

BmTn(S)— 

Question re and death rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 

Statement (laid on the table) hy Sir Frank Noyce re and death r.ates in 

A jmer-M<»rwara . 29GC. 

BISWAS, Mn. C. C.~- 

Hengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Rill — 

^lotion to refer to Select Committee. 677-78. 

Motion to consider. 1847, 1876, 1891-1903, 1909. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2510-13, 2518, 2519, 2528-29. 

Motion to omit clause 4. 2539. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2628-32, 2680-81. 

Motion to amend clause 1. 2687. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of -- 
Clause 2. 2794-96. 

Clause 3. 2885-87, 2889. 

Indian Air Forco Rill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2916, 2917 
Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Rill — 

^lotion to refer to Sel*?ct Committee. 765-69, 777. 

Indian Medical Coui’cil Rill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2415. 

Indian Partnei-ship Rill — 

Consideration of — 

Clause 25. 887. 

Clause 30. 889-90. 

Clause 32. 901, 902. 

Clause 68. 916-17. 

Motion to pass. 924. 



SS INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

BISWAS, Mr. 0. 0.— (concW.) 

Motion for Adjournment re excesses of the police in l>elhi and desecrationi 
of the mosque of Kucha Rahman. 1995, 1^8, 2001. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1818, 1821-28. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council re — 

Avoidance of Income-tax. 2110-18. 

Lack of supervision over the coal transactions of the railways. 2164. 

“ Railway Board ’* re — 

Representation of Muslims in the railway seiYices. 1358, 1364-65. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2939-42. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2959. 

Motion to pass. 2962. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Arrest of Mr. J. M. Sen-Gupta on board an Italian ship. 549. 

Participation of India in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa 
2910-12. 

Resolution of the Govenunent of Bengal on the shooting at the Hijii deten- 
tion camp. 1221. 

Secret European circular regarding the reforms. 2725, 2726, 2728. 
Resolution re establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 594-95. 

Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to add a new clause. 2434-37. 

Motion to consider. 686-87. 

BLAIR, Mr. JAMES RICHARD— 

Oath of Office. 2963. 

BLANKETS— 

Question re insufficient food and for prisoners in the North-West V roiitier 

Province. 333. 

BOMBAY— 

Question re — 

Claims of British and Indian Seamen in . 2655. 

Commissioners and Assistant Commis.sioners of Income-tax in . 1942. 

Communities of new recruits required for extra work in the Income-tax 
Department, . 1941. 

Contribution to Sailors* Home in and discrimination against Indians. 

2589-90. 

Creation of a separate administrative unit in the Kannad-speaking Districts 

of the and Madras Presidencies. 2553. 

Days spent in Sind by the Commissioner of Income-tax, Presidency. 

1591. 

•Erection of a factory at for the manufacture of vegetable ghee. 40. 

Expenditure by the Post Office for the occupation of Thakersey House and 
•Irwin House in . 2545-46. 

Extensions granted to superannuated officers in the Income-tax Department, 

Presidency. 1258-59. 

Income-tax assessments in . 648. 

Motor mail contracts in , Madras and Bengal. 2065. 

Non-admission of Indians to the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute, 
2587-88. 

Purchase of gold by opeiators in . 1062. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


88 


50MBAT — (concld,) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Beintroduction of a through carriage between Lucknow and on the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2562. 

Representation of the various communities in the Income-tax Department, 
. 1942. 

Separation of Sind from . 339. 

Statement (laid on the table) re — 

Applications for revision of Income-tax in the Presidency. 2613. 

Examination of accounts in the Income-tax Department, . 1263. 

Grant of extensions of service to officers of the Income-tax Department, . 

1811. 

Income-tax applications rejected by the Commissioner of Income-tax, 

Presidency. 2498. 

Motor mail contracts in , Madras and Bengal. 2967-68. 

Period of tour of the Commissioner of Income-tax, and Sind. 2729. 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway (s) 

BOOK(S>— 

Question re — 

Disallowance of a religious to a prisoner in the Ajmer Central Jail. 

2568. 

Proscription of certain Hindi in Ajmer. 47. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Evelyn Howell re proscribed by 

the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara. 2497. 

BOOKSTALLS— 

Question re contracts for on the South Indian and Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railways. 1131. 

BOTANICAL SURVEY— 

Demand for Grant. 2337. 

BOTANICAL SURVEY, DIRECTOR OF— 

Question re alx)lition of the post of . 41. 

BOUNDARIES QUESTIONS— 

Question re provincial . 1942. 

BOUNTIES— 

Question re import duties or on galvanised iron and steel sheets and pipes. 

1229-30. 

BOW BAZAR— 

Question re rent .paid for the Post Office. 2663. 

branch lines— 

Question re — 

Ticket chocking on of Asansol and Dinapore Divisions. 2210-11. 

Ticket checking on Main and . 2211. 

Brazil— 

Question re facilities for emigration to . 1311 . 

BRAZILIAN IMMIGRATION— 

See ** Immigration 
BRIBERY- 

Qnestion re charges of and corruption in Ambala Cantonment. 754. 
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BRIDGE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re promotion of Indians in the of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 823-24. 

BRIDGE INSPECTORS— 

Question re training of on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 824-25. 

BRIJ EISHORE, Rai Bahadub LALA — 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1786. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 449-50. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1392-93. 

Question re — 

Additional revenue from increased income-tax. 1381. 

Alleged racial discrimination in appointments of senior subordinates on 
the railways. 628-29. 

Api)ointment of members of minority communities in the Railway Mail 
Service. 1534. 

Cost of divisional organisation on Indian Railways. 627-28. 

Cost of investigation to reduce periodical returns of State-managed Rail- 
ways. 625. 

Dissatisfaction among staff of the Railway Mail Service, “ A ” Division, 
2721. 

Expenditure on the office of the Railway Conference Association. 626. 
Expenditure on the Watch and Ward Department on Railways. 620. 
Female education in centrally administered areas in British India. 983. 
Higher education of women from centrally administered areas. 988-89. 
Holding of the Summer Session of the Legislative Assembly at New' Delhi 
or Simla. 1381-82. 

Income-tax on dues received by Zamindars. 1381. 

Levy of Income-tax on rents of unoccupied houses. 1380. 

Porters appointed to the Railway Mail Service, A ” Division. 2721. 
Porters of the Railway Mail Service, “ A ” Division, removed from service. 
2721. 

Postal income and increased postage. 1950. 

Racial considerations in the retrenchment of posts. 625. 

Reduction in cost of officers on* special duty with the Railway Board. 627. 
Train examiners at junction stations. 628. 

Training college for women in the centrally administered ureas. 989. 
Resolution re — 

Appointment of a Committee on Education. 861-62. 

.4ppointment of a Committee to hear grievances of retrenched officers. 
• 848-49. 

Hi^ Courts. 1382. 

BRITAIN— 

Question re contribution by to the cost of the British Army in India. 

55-56. 


BRITISH ARMY— 

See “ Army ”. 

, BRITISH FAMILY HOSPITAL(S)— 
See “ HospitaRs) **. 
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BRITISH INDIA— 

Question re report on economic and financial relations between and Indian 

States. 41. 

BRITISH INDIA STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY— 

Question re racial discrimination by the in disembarking passengers. 25781 

BRITISH REGIMENTS— 

•See Regiment(s) 

BRITISH SEAMEN— 

See “ Seaman(men) 

BRITISH SOLDIER(S)— 
iSee “ Soldier(s) 

BRITISH TROOPS— 

See Troop(s) 

BROWN, Mu. R. R.— 

Oath of Office. 211. 

BUDDHIST DESIGN— 

Question re payment of an honorariom to Mr. Page of ■ the Archseological 
Department for preparation of a . 2356. 

BUDGET / GENERAIi— 

General Discussion of the . 1706-54, 1755-1810. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General appointing^ 

dates for the presentation and discussion of the . 1016-17. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General declaring 
certain heads of expenditure to be open to discussion by the Legislative 

Assembly when the is under consideration. 1017. 

Presentation of the for 1932-33. 1627-61. 

BUDGET / RAILWAY— 

General Discussion of the . 1264-1309. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General appointing 

dates for the presentation and discussion of the . 1016. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General appointing 
the Honourable Sir George Rainy to perform the function assigned to ther 

Finance Member on the occasion of the General Discussion of the . 1017. 

Presentation of the for 1932-33. 1188-96. 

BUDGET SURPLUS(ES)— 

Sec “ Surplus(es) 

BUILDING(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Sikh as caretaker of Government in Simla. 1670-71. 

Rules for the recovery of rents for Government in Simla and Delhi. 

1001-02. 

Seizure of belonging to the Congress. 435. 

BUNGAL0W(S>— 

Question re — 

Rejection of an application for construction of a in Lahore Canton- 

ment. 744. 

.Resumption by Government of sites of in Nowshera. 751-52. 

Sub-letting of a Railway in Rawalpindi. 2383. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re rejection of an applica- 
tion for construction of a in Lahore Cantonment. 2615. 
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BURIAL GROUNDS— 

Question re — 

Encroachments on Muslim ^ in Ajmer. 1254-65, 1256. 

Report on the encroachment on in Ajmer. 1255. 

BURMA— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

‘‘Executive Council*’ re — 

Separation of from India. 2173-93. 

Question re value of imports and exports of India and . 645-46. 

Report on financial question arising out of the proposed separation of 

from India. 3014-25. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 
Report on the Howard-Nixon Memorandum regarding financial questions 
arising out of the separation of from India. 2224-29. 

BURSAR— 

Question re appointment of and Warden in the Lady Hardinge Medical 

College, New Delhi. 44. 

BUSINESS— 

See “ Statement of Business ”. 

“BUY INDIAN” PROPAGANDA— 

Question re non-interference with . 2781 . 

BYE-LAWB— 

Question re — 

for sweetmeat shops and meat shops in Delhi. 2574. 

Sale price of and Regulations in Cantonments. 748. 


c 

•OABLE(S)— 

Question re withholding of a sent by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 

2470. 

CADET(S)— 

Question re — 

Employment of trained on the “ Dufferin ”, 2586. 

Increase in the number of adihitted to the training ship “Dufferin”. 

2585-86. 

Indian Army admitted to Sandhurst. 2720. 

Training of Indian for the Roybal Air Force. 2560. 

CADRE(S)— 

Question re revised and promotion of subordinates in certain Depart- 

ments of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066-68. 

CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Alleged racial discrimination in the medical examination of lady passengers 

embarking at for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

Allowance for staff engaged in sorting foreign mail in . 1944-45. 

Appointments in the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, . 1506-07. 

Charge for the cost of establishment of the Indian Museum, . 366. 

Complaints about a waiting room for relieving staff attending the District 
Traffic Superintendents’ Office, . 716. 
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CALCUTTA— (co^cZd.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Deduction from psty of piece-rated employees of the Gh>vernnient of India 
Press, . 2221-23. 

Denial of Delhi transfer concessions to certain clerks and peons of the- 

office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1509. 

Export of salt to from Karachi. 707. 

Kurkutch salt exported from Karachi to . 1136. 

Pensions of officers of the Indian Museum, . 356. 

Prices of salt in the market. 706. 

Quarters in the Arcade Building of the General Post Office. 372-73. 

Railway concessions for the transport of Khewra salt to . 1136. 

Strength and supervising and operating staff in the East Indian Railway 
Press, and Howrah. 2219-21. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re medical examination of 
lady passengers embarking at for Rangoon. 2912. 

CAMBRIDGE— 

Question re University Examinations. 2472-73. 

OANAL(S)— 

Question re water-rates in the North-AVest Frontier Province. 64. 

CANARESE— 

Question re recruitment of members of IVlarathi and backward communities 

in Central Government Services. 1928. 

CANDIDATE(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged grant of certificates to ineligible to appear at examinations in» 

Ajmer. 375-76. 

granted scholarships for training in Marine Engineering. 2584. 

Success of in Subordinate Accounts Service Examinations. 1940. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 
success of in Accounts Service Examinations. 2793. 

CANE— 

Question re money distributed for growing and sugar manufacture. 986. 

CANING— 

Question re alleged of pickets in Tiniievelly. 532. 

OANTONMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Action taken under section 25 of the Cantonments Act by the Executive- 
Officer, Ainhala . 749. 

Age-limit for appointment of Fund employees. 753-54. 

Appeals in . 2215-16. 

Building applications of Indians rejected in Peshawar . 30-31. 

Charges of bribery and corruptions in Ambala . 754. 

Construction of a Roman Catholic Church at Mingaladoii . 2577-78.. 

Encroachment on adjoining land of houses in Ifenares — - — . 1595-96. 

Executive Officers in Indian . 750. 

Extension of the house-scavenging tax in Amabala . 745-46, 1241. 

Heavy taxation in Dehra Dun . 748. 

House-scavenging tax in Ferozepore . 30. 

• Licences of meat sellers in Lahore . 744. 

Prosecutions instituted by the Executive Officer, Sialkote . 1593-94. 

Provision of an elected Board for Peshawar . 2482. 
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CANTONMENT(S)— (concld.) 

Question re — {concld,) 

Recovery of a hospital fee in Allahabad . 747. 

Refusal of permission to hold a meeting in Cawnpore . 744-45. 

Rejection of an application for construction of a bungalow in Lahore . 

744. 

Representation of tlie people of on tho Round Table Conference and its 

Committees. 750-51. 

Sale price of bye-laws and regulations in . 748. 

Transfer of Lieut.-Colonel M. Dockrell from Peshawar . 748-49. 

Statement (laid on tlio table) by Mr. G. M. Young re — 

Disposal of appeals by the Inspecting Ollicer, Military Lands and •, 

Northern Command. 2854. 

Hindu-Muliammadaii High School, Ambala . 2491. 

Platforms, tlic erection of which has been condoned in Ambala . 2491. 

CANTONMENT(S) ACT— 

See “Act(s)»*. 

CANTONMENT(S) ASSOCIATION— 

Question rc supply to the All-India of important Government circulars. 

755. 

CANTONMENT BOARD(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an Assistant Secretary to the Ambala . 753. 

Exemption of from Audit charges. 747. 

Introduction of elected in the North-West Frontier Province. ♦ 745. 

Refusal of tho Executive Officer, Lahore to convene a special meeting 

of the Board. 743-44. 

Taking over of tho H. M. High School by the Ambala . 3241. 

Withholding of resolutions from the meeting of tho Lahore, . 743. 

Statement (laid on tlie table) by Mr. G. M. Young re non-inclusion of certain 
resolutions in the agenda of a meeting of the Lahore . 2G16. 

CANTONMENTS CONFERENCE— 

Question re resolutions passed by the All-India . 754-55. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY ON CURRENCY NOTE PRESS— 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY ON LIGHT HOUSES AND LIGHT SHIPS— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 928. 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY ON SECURITY PRINTING— 

Demand for Grant. 2343. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY ON VIZAGAPATAM HARBOUR— 

Demand for Grant.' 2344. 

CAPITATION CHARGES— 

Question re institution of a tribunal to consider . 1238. 

CAPITATION GRANT— 

Question re discontinuance of the for cKlucation of railway employee*- 

1927. 

CARETAKER— 

Question re appointment of a Sikh as of Government buildings in Sinil®* 

1670-71. 
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5ASH AND PAY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re introduction of the contract system in the of the East Indian 

Railway. 2485-86. 

:!ASH branch(es)— 

Question re abolition of the posts of Superintendents of Wireless and of 

the Office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1607. 

:ASH CREDIT(S)— 

Question re deposits, loans and of othe»* banks with the Imperial Bank of 

India. 1063-64. 

[jash section— 

Question re communal composition of the Establishment section and of 

the Army Department. 2372-73. 

3ASHIER(S>— 

Question re — 

Pay of the in the Office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 

(Provision). 1622-23. 

Pay of the , Railway Board. 1698. 

Promotion of a in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Ser- 

vices (Provision). 2576. 

Railway passes allowed to the , Railway Board. 1698-99. 

CASUAL LEAVE— 

Question re for officers and clerks on the North Western Railway. 2396. 

DASUALTY(IES)— 

Question re — 

caused in dispersing crowds. 346. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir J ames Crerar re 

among the police and public arising out of measures taken against the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. 2497. 

DATERING— 

Question te overcrowding and on the Grand Trunk Express. 647. 

DAWNPORE— 

Question re — 

Complaint about the treatment of subordinates at the Central Station. 

716. 

Discharge on the grounds of superannuation of a parcels clerk of . 1000. 

Prices of wheat at and Lyallpur. 536-37. 

Refusal of permission to hold a meeting in Cantonment. 744-45. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re taxation in the 

Cantonment. 2730. 

OELL(S)— 

Question re confinement in a dark of a prisoner in the Ajmer Central 

Jail. 2564. 

CENSORSHIP— 

Question re — 

of foreign newspaper correspondents in India. 2010-12. 

— — of news sent to foreign newspapers. 2559. 

of Press messages of proceeding of the Legislative Assembly. 1231. 

— ^ of Press messages regarding proceedings of the Assembly. 1077-78. 
Press . 1245. 
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CENSUS— 

Demand for Grant. 2339. 

Question re — 

enumeration of Christian and Muhammadan depressed classes. 1232. 

figures . 650-51 . 

CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RAILWAYS— 

See ** Advisory Council for Railways **. 

CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE— 

Demand for Grant. 2335. 

Question re retrenchment of Officers of the . 58. 

CENTRAL CIRCLE— 

Question re appointments abolished in the of the Postal and Railway 

Mail Service. 35. 

CENTRAL DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re proportions of European to Indian Officers retrenched in . 42. 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims to ministerial establishments of the . 2087-88. 

Contributions to the from the projected provinces of the North-West 

Frontier and Sind. 355. 

Financial relations between the and the Provinces. 2718. 

Recruitment of members of Marathi and Canarese backward communities in 
services. 1928. 

Re-emj>loyment of men retrenched from offices under the . 880. 

Vacancies for members of minority communities in DepaHments. 20S6- 

87. 

See also ** Government of India 

CENTRAL INDIA— 

Demand for Grant. 2343. 

CENTRAL JAIL(S)— 

See “ Jail(s)”V 

CENTRAL LEGISLATURE— 

Question re formation of Franchise Committees of the . 875. 

CENTRAL PUBLICITY BUREAU— 

Question re visit of the Director of the to Meerut in connection with the 

Meerut Conspiracy Case. 644. 

CENTRAL REVENUES— 

Question re — 

Expenditure from on Provincial subjects. 2580. 

Staff of the office of tlie Accountant General 699. 

CENTRAL STAMP STORES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Security Printing, India, Currency Note 

Press and . 643. ^ 

Staff of the Security Printing, India, Currency Note Press and 8-* 

Nasik. 542-43. 
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CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE(S)— 

See “ Telegraph Office(s) 

CENTRALLY ADMINISTERED AREAS— 

Question re — 

Female education in in British India. 988-89. 

Higher education of women from . 988-89. 

Training College for women in the . 989. 

OERTIFICATE(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged grant of to ineligible candidates to appear at examination in 

Ajmer. 375-76. 

granted to apprentices in Ordnance Factories. 1261. 

Medical of Ayurvedic practitioners. 642. 

0HA1RMAN(EN>— 

Nominations to the Panel of . 378. 

Question rc election of of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2390-91. 

CHAND BAORI— 

Question re houses built on the Muslim graveyard at Idgah Ajmer. 1266. 

CHANDT MAL GOLA, BHAGAT— 

Question re success of candidates in Subordinate Accounts Service Examina- 
tions. 1940. 

CHANDIWALA, HAR DHIAN SINGH— 

Question re alleged wrongful detention in prison of . 1522-23. 

OHARGEMEN— 

Question re communities of appointed in the East Indian Railway Work- 

shop at Lucknow. 567. 

CHECKER(S)— 

Question re pay of clerks, store-keepers and of the Indian Army Service 

Corps. 51-65. 

OHETTY, Mb. R. K. SHANMUKHAM— 

Appointent of as chairman on the Committee on Petitions. 937. 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1089-91, 1096. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1141-42. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1147-48. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 669. 

Consideration of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 1203-06. 
General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1270-73. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to re-circulate. 944. 

Hindu Untouchable Castes (Removal of disabilities) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 939-40. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 802, 804. 

Consideration of clause 32. 903. 

c 2 
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CHETTY, Mr. R. K. SHANMUKHAM— (concW.) 

Indian Trusts (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 943. 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Railway Board ** re future of the Railway 
Board and the constitutional aspect. 1487-91. 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Prevention of Dedication of Devadasis Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 940. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Effect of new currency policy. 364. 

Staff of the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of contributions 
made by different nations. 350. 

Resolution re — 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1057, 1161-63, 1165, 
1170-71. 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India . 592-94. 

Recent Ordinances. 275-78. 

Suggestion from on the statement of business by the Honourable Sir George 

Rainy. 937-38. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1033-34. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1040. 

CHIEF ACCOUNTS OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Confirmation of probationers in the , East Indian Railway. 2607. 

Seniority lists of staff of the , North Western Railway. 707-08. 

CHIEF ACCOUNTS OFFICER— 

Question re — 

Allegations against the Deputy , General Branch. East Indian Railway. 

556-57. 

Arrears of pay of certain clerks promoted by the , North Western Rail- 

way. 1061-62. 

Lack of notice to staff retrenched in the office of the , North Western 

Railway. 607. 

Retrenchment in the office of the , North Western Railway. 505-66, 607- 

10 . 

CHIEF CLERKS— 

Question re appointment of British Military in Arsenals and Ordnance 

Depots. 124(V41. 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Evelyn Howel re books proscribed by the 
, Ajmor-Merwara. 2497. 

CHIEF- CONTROLLER OF STORES— 

Question re domicile of Mr. J. S. Pitkeathly, , Indian Stores Department, 

2377. 

CHIEF DRAFTSMAN— 

See “ Draftsman 

CHIEF ENGINEER(S)— 

Question re — 

Reduction of the pay of the , Construction, North Western Raihirny aj»d 

his staff. 2400. 

Retrenchment in the office of the 


Delhi. 1613. 
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CHIEF GOODS CLERK— 

See “ Goods Clerk 

CHIEF JUSTICE(S>— 

Resolution re of High Courts. 125-53. 

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re Muslim clerks discharged 
from the office of the , North Western Railway. 2616. 

CHIEF PERSONNEL OFFICER(S)— 

Question re reorganisation of the office of the , North Western Railway. 

564. 

CHIEF TRAFFIC MANAGER— 

Question re denial of holidays to the staff of the ’s Office, Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 1070. 

CHILD(REN)— 

Question re — 

Education of the of press employees in Delhi. 2550. 

Education of the of railway employees at Gorakhpur. 1526-27. 

Free passes for of railway employee 654. 

Schools for the of British soldiers. 110-11. 

CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT ACT— 

See Act(s> 

CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See Bill(s) 

CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT (REPEALING) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ** 

CHINA— 

Question re dispatch of British troops from India to . 813. 

CHINOY, Mr. RAHIMTOOLA M.— 

Nomination of to the Hou^ Committee. 1017-18. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3005. 

Question re — 

Amendments of Acts affecting workmen. 339. 

Closing of the Railway Staff College at Dehra Dun. 354. 

Commissioned reserve officers in the Indian Army. 352. 

Contributions to the Central Government from the projected provinces of the 
North-West Frontier and Sind. 355. 

Cost of eending European soldiers to the hills. 352. 

Cost to India of the Round Table Conference and Committees. 353. 
Exemptions, etc., under section 60 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 2559. 

“ Extraordinary Receipts ” of the Government of India. 2560. 

Indian representation in the Secretari.at of the League of Nations. 346-41. 
Military Power Houses. 351-52. 

Number of aeroplanes purchased for the Air Force in India. 351. 
R^ruitment for the Indian Medical Service. 353. 

Resolutions adopted by the Legislative Assembly in 1031. 330. 

Retrenchment effected in various departments. 340. 
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OHINOY, Mb. RAHIMTOOLA M.— (condd.) 

Question re — conid. 

Retrenchment in the staff of the Geological Survey of India. 366. 

Revenue sacriiioed under section 49 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 2669. 
Rumoured further 10 per cent, cut in salaries. 364-56. 

Separation of Sind from Bombay. 339. 

Suspension or reduction of recruitment by the Public Service Commission. 
354. 

CHITTAGONG— 

Question re — 

Alleged assaults on students and teachers in . 437-38. 

Circular to the Military Authorities at to refrain from reprisals on 

communal lines. 47-48. 

Despatch of troops to and arrest of abseconders. 343. 

CHRISTIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a non in the Archjeological Department. 1609. 

Appointment of Indian in Government of India Departments. 1608-09. 

Census enumeration of and Muhammadan depressed classes. 12.32. 

Indian employed on railways. 1243-45. 

Nomination of Indian as members of the Ajmer Municipal Committee. 

26oo-o6. 

Percentage of appointments held by Indian on the South Indian Railway. 

560-62. 

CHURCH— 

Question re construction of a Roman Catholic at Mingaladon Cantonment. 

2577-78. 

CINEMA— 

Que.stion re false films shown in India. 363. 

CIRCUITS— 

Question re of telegraph lines entering New Delhi and Agra. 1315. 

CIRCULAR(S)— 

Question re — 

to the Military Authorities at Chittagong to refrain from reprisals on 

communal lines. 47-48. 

Secret European regarding the Reforms. 2721-28. 

Supply to the All-India Cantonments Association of important Government. 
. 755. 


OITIZEN(S)— 

Question re expulsion of certain from Mhow Cantonments. 2212-13. 

CITIZENS* LEAGUE— 

Question re complaint by Mr. P. D. Sharma of assault at a meeting of the » 
Delhi. 2467-68. 

CITY BOYS’ SCHOOL— 

See “ SchooKs) ”. 

CIVIL ACCOUNTS OFFICE<S)— 

See “ Accounts Office(s) 

CIVIL AVIATION— 

. Question re establishment in the Imperial Secretariat, New Delhi. 16 
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT— 

• Statement (laid on the table) by the Hon’ble Sir James Crerar re — 

Casualties among the police and public arising out of measures taken asainst 
the . 2497. 

Number of convictions under the Ordinances in connection with the . 

2413. 

CIVIL EXPENDITURE— 

Question re savings in to be effected by the 10 per cent, cut in salaries. 

34-35. 

CIVIL VETERINARY SERVICES— 

Demand for Grant. 2339. 

CIVIL WORKS— 

Demand for Grant. 2341. 

OLAIM(S)— 

Quetion re belated of ex-Military men to pay, pension, etc. 2385. 

CLAIMS BRANCH(ES)— 

Question re non-traiisfer of staff of Rates and in the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 1066. 

CLAIMS TVORK— 

Question re recruitment of certain European Officers for Rates and in the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 1066. 

CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE— 

Question re provision of quarters for the staff of the Railway , Delhi. 2560- 

61. 

CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS— 

Question re reduction of and appointment of Superintendents in the olfice 

of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision^. 1623. 

CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT! S>— 

Question re increase of hours of on State Railways. 2403. 

CLERK(S)— 

Question re — 

Accomniodation for in the Audit Office. Bengal and North AVesteni Rail- 

way. 1530. 

Allegations against Mr. ■Manohar Lall, a in the Office of the Assistant 

Director of Ordnance Services ^Provision). 1623-24. 

Alleged threatening of Muslim in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

2362. 

Allotment of quarters in New Delhi to of the local Public Works Depart- 

ment. 720. 

Allotment of quarters in New Delhi to temporaiy . 720. 

Appointment of British Military Chief in Arsenals and Ordnance Depots. 

1240-41. 

Appointment of Muslims as and Assistant Surgeons on the North Western 

Railway. 1601. 

Carelessness of a Head in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1663. 

Casual leave for officers and on the North Western Railway. 2396. 

-’•—maintained on the frontier of Nepal in Bengal and North Western 
Railway Stations. 1524-25. 

— quarters in New Delhi. 719. 
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OL£RK(S) — {coTicld.) 

Question re — {concld,) 

quarters in New Delhi required by the various Departments. 720-21. 

quarters in New Delhi vacated by retrenched . 720. 

Communities of employed in Military Dairy Farms. 1003. 

Communities of , etc., on the North Western Railway. 1233. 

Denial of Calcutta-Delhi transfer concessions to certain and peons of the 

office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1509. 

Discharge of a Muslim from the Royal Air Force Headquarters. 2489. 

Discharge of Muslim from the Headquarters office, North Ayestern Rail- 

way. 1601-02. 

Discharge of Sikh from the Military Accounts Department. 1683-84. 

Discharge on the grounds of superannuation of a parcels of Cawni)ore 

1000. 

Em.ployment in non-signalling posts of telegraphist postal . 1516-17. 

Employment of for checking accounts on Military Dairy Farms. 10CK3. 

Endorsement of passes of Officers and on the North Western Railways. 

2394-95. 

Exemption of certain from the 10 per cent, cut in pay. 150&-09. 

Grant of concessions to of the North Western Railway Offices for attend- 

ing office on Sundays and holidays. 2403. 

Income-tax Officers, Inspectors and in the Punjab and North-West Fron- 

tier Province. 1673-74. 

Muslim in offices under the control of the Financial Commissioner, Rail- 

ways. 1699. 

Muslim establishment in the East Indian Railway. 1015. 

Mussulman Income-tax Officers and in the Income-tax Department. 632. 

Non-retrenchment of low-paid and typists. 880. 

Number of in the office of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi, Ajmer- 

Merwara and Central India. 2719. 

Officers* and * grades on the North Western Railway. 563-64. 

Pav of store-keepers and checkers of the Indian Army Service Corps. 

51-55. 

Pay of second division in the Government of India Secretariat. 68. 

Percentage of Muslim Assistants, and in the Railway Board’s Office. 

1695. 

Promotion of at the Headquarters Office, North Western Railway. 2402- 

03. 

Promotion of postmen at lower divi.sion. 2662. 

Promotion of routine in tly> Secretariat. 2480-81. 

Recruitment of Sikh in the Delhi Head Post Office. 2657. 

Recruitment of two unqualified non-Muslim in Ajmer-Merwara. 2022. 

Sikh and Muslim in the Finance Department. 1252. 

Terms of service of Officers, , store-keepers, etc., in the Indian Army 

Service Corps. 45-46. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re Muslim discharged from 

the office of the Chief Medical Officer, North Western Railway. 2616. 

CLERKSHIP(S)— 

Question re introduction of lower division in the Postal Departmen . 

2661-62. 

CLOTH(S)— 

Question rc seized by the Police at Bhagalpur. 357. • 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir J ames Crear re 
from the All-India Spinners Association. 2498. 
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CLOTH MEBCHANTS— 

See **. Merchants 

CLOTHE(S)~ 

Question re — 

of prisoners in the Ajmer Jail. 1665-66. 

Insufficiency of provided for prisoners in the Ajmer Jail. 2563-64. 

CLOTHING— 

Question re contract for entrusted to Messrs. Hoe and Company. 1181-32. 

CLOTHING ALLOWANCE(S)— 

See “ Allowance (s) 

CLOTHING FACTOKIES— 

Question re vocational training in Ordnance and . 1261. 

CLOW, Mr. A. G.— 

Oath of Office. 13. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2996-98. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendement) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 1053-54. 

GLUB(S)— 

Question re advance of money by Government to the Imperial Gymkhana — — 
New Delhi. 551-52. 


COAT^ 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Executive Council ” re lack of supervision over 
the transactions of railways. 2155-72. 

Question rc — 

Contracts for unloading and stacking on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 

w'ay. 1934-35. 

Surcharge on freight. 50. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re contracts for unloading and 
stacking on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2617. 

COAL MINE(S)— 

Resolution rc hours of work in . 1177-81. 

COASTAL TRAFFIC— 

Sec “ Indian (Reservation) Bill ” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

COCKE, Sir HUGH— 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 17(X)-13, 1719, 1730, 1781. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1268-70, 1290. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 775. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy affected by Government under Customs. 2237. 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Avoidance of incx>me-tax. 2100-02 , 2108. 

Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of thfe travelling public. 1388. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1558-69. 



48 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


COCKE, Sir HUGH-~(concZd.) 

Oath of 0£&ce. 211, 

Obstruction of Members entering the Assembly Chamber. 1079. 

Resolution re — 

Recent Ordinances. 222-25. 

Stabilisation of exchange and prices. 680. 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILLr- 
See “ BilKs) 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BilKs) 

COLD— 

Question re prisoners exposed to the in the North-West Frontier Prov. 

ince. 332-33. 

COLLEGE (S)— 

Question re— 

Abolition of the StafE at Dehra Dun. 59-60. 

Closing of the Railway StafE , Dehra Dun. 354. 

for w^omen in the Centrally Administered Areas. 989. 

“ Correspondence ” in India. 703. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Frank Noyce re “ correspondence ** in 

India. 2498. 

COMMERCE DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Grant. 2335. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 933. 

COM.ArERCIAL AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT (S)— 

Question re amalgamation of the of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 

way. 1070-71. 

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT (S)— 

Question re re-amalgamation of the — and Transportation Department of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1937. 

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE AND STATISTICS— 

Demand for Grant. 2839. 

COMMISSION(S)— 

Motion to reduce Dem^d for Executive Council ” re Royal on Labour. 

2145-55, 

Question re — 

Grievances of the Muslim community against the Public Service . 2086-86. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service—. 2088-94. 

Report of Royal cm Labour. 1528-29. 

COMMISSIONED OFFICER(S>— 

See “ OflBcer(e) 

COMMISSIONER(S)— 

Question re appointment of Muslims to the Office of the , Ajmer-Mor* 

war a. 2023. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


49 


OOMMISSIONER(S) OF INCOME-TAX— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant . 2573. 

Appointment of a Muslim as in the Punjab, North-West Frontier Prov- 

ince and Delhi. 2678. 

and Assistant in Bombay. 1942. 

Days spent in Sind by the , Bombay Presidency. 1691. 

Disposal of files in the Office of the *, Bengal. 366-67. 

Inspections made by Mr. F. W. Strong, , Bengal. 368-70. 

Instructions for the Sind. 1690. 

Office hours kept by Mr. F. W. Strong, , Bengal. 371. 

Transfer of appeals from one to another. 330. 

Travelling allowance drawn on inspection tours by Mr. F. W. Strong, , 

Bengal. 367-68. 

Visit to Kalimpong of Mr. Strong, , Bengal. 2486-87. 

Statement (laid on the table) by — 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy re period of tour of the , Bombay and 

Sind. 2729. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster re Income-tax applications rejected by 
the , Bombay Presidency. 2498. 

COMMITTEE (S)— 

Appointment of the on Petitions. 937. 

Consideration of the Report of the Public Accounts . 1196-1214. 

Constitution of a House . 1017-18. 

Election of Members to the Public Accounts . 2231, 2500, 2612. 

Election of Members to the Standing for Roads. 1018, 1264, 1819. 

Election of Members to the Standing for the Department of Education, 

Health and Lands. 1018-19, 1383, 1867, 1951. 

Election of Members to the Standing on Emigration. 1826, 1828, 2415, 

2490. 

Election of Members to the Standing Finance . 1812-25, 1828, 2415, 2490. 

Election of Members to the Standing Finance for Railwavs. 1826, 1828, 

2500, 2612. 

Presentation of the Report of the Public Accounts . 379-92. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indians to high offices and to Advisory on railways. 106. 

Bengal is appointed on the staff of the Round Table Conference . 566. 

Composition of the Indian Immigration in the Malay Peninsula. 334. 

Cost to India of the Round Table Conference and . 853. 

Deficit showTi by the Sindh . 2582. 

Formation of Franchise of the Central Legislature. 875. 

Hide Cess Enquiry ’s Report. 641. 

Members nominated for the of the Round Table Conference. 582-85. 

Members of the Frontier Reforms Advisory . 556. 

Members of the Legislative Assembly nominated to Retrenchment . 656-5T. 

Number of Sikhs on of the Round Table Conference. 1674-75. 

Recommendations of Retrenchment . 378. 

Recommendations of the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment Sub . 2606. 

Recommendations of the Retrenchment regarding Dairying and Animal 

Husbandry Departments. 2784-85. 

Report of the of enquiry into the riot at Dera Ismail Khan. 537-38. 

Report of .the Railway Retrenchment Sub . 1531. 

* Reports of Retrenchment . 364. 

Reports of Retrenchment — and the places visited by them. 630-32. 
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COMMITTEE(S)--(coytcW.) 

Question re — (conoid.) 

Beports of Betrenchment Sub . 1136. 

Bepresentation of the people of Cantonments on the Bound Table Conference 
and its . 750-51. 

Work of the Bailway Betrenchment Sub and the Export . 361. 

Boport of the Public Accounts . 1181-86. 

Besolution re — 

Appointment of a on Education. 851-74. 

Appointment of a to hear ^p-ievances of retrenched officers. 843-50. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Bainy re number of 

Sikhs and members of other communities on of the Bound Table Con- 

Irrence. 2614. 

COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS— 

Appointment of the . 037. 

COMMUNAL C^OTirPOSITION— 

Question re of the Establi.shment and Cash Sections of the Army Depart- 

ment. 2372-73. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore rc Siib-Pnst 
Offices in the Debra Dun Division and of their .staffs. 1025-26. 

COMMUNAL DISTURBANCES— 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re Govern- 
ment servants murdered in and political disturbances. 2492-96. 

COMMUNATj INEQUALITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Adjustment of in the Indian Medical Service. 970. 

in the Home Department. 1697. 

in the North -West Frontier Province. 2403. 

Redress of in the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2404. 

Redress of in the Railway Boards Office. 1696. 

COMMUNAT; LINES— 

Question re circular to the Military Authorities at Chittagong to refrain from 
riprisals on . 47-48. 

COMMUNAL PROBLEIM— 

Question re sett lament of the . 2484-85. 

COMMUNAL PROPORTION(S)— 

Question re maintenance of in Departments in connection with rotroncli- 

rnents. 1126-27. 

COMMUNITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

of chargemen appointed in the East Indian Railway Workshop at Liick- 

* now. 567. 

of clerks employed in the Military Dairy Farms. 1003. 

^ of clerks, etc., on the North-Western Railway. 1233. 

of new recruits required for extra work in the Income-tax Department, 

JkOTbay. 1941. 

of postmen and inferior servants in Mussocrie Post Offices. 877. 

Cost of staff of various on Indian Railways. 1074. 

Criteria for appointment of various to Government services. 2489. 

Number and of staff in each Division of the North-Western Railway. * 

Percentage of different on the subordinate staff of State Railways, 
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COMMUNITY(IES)— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Becruitment of members of Marathi and Canarese backward in Central 

Government Services. 1928. 

Becruitment of minor in Government of India Departments. 1609. 

Beport on the representation of Minority in Bailway Service. 1074-75. 

Representation of the various in the Income-tax Department, Bom- 

bay. 1942. 

Vacancies for members of minority in Central Government Depart- 

ments. 2086-87. 

Statement (laid on the table) re — 

of postmen and inferior servants in Mussoorie Post Offices. 2615. 

Number of Sikhs and members of other on Committees of the Round 

Table Conference. 2614. 

COMMUTED VALUE OF PENSIONS— 

Demand for Grant. 2.S45. 

COMPANIES AND INDIAN STATES’ SHABE OF SURPLUS PROFITS AND NET 
EARNINGS (RAILWAYS)— 

Demand for Grant. 1581. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1829. 

COIVTPANIES (SUPPLEMENTARY AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Sac “Indian “ under “ Bill(s) 

COlVlPANY-ArANAGED RAILWAYS— 

Sec “ Railway (s) 

GOl^lPARTMENT— 

Question re women prisoner transferred to Lahore in a third class . 1523-24. 

co:mpensation— 

Question re for theft hv British soldiers in the British Infantry Bazar, 

Bareilly. 2577. 

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION(S)— 

See “ Exaininalion(s) 

COMPLAINT(S)— 

Question re — 

against the Railway Company by the r.r-Station Master, Katni. 1227-28. 

of official interference in the mana.£rcment of Ihe Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway Employees’ Co-operative Society. 1072-73. 

COMPOSITOR (S)— 

Question re — 

Cut in pay of binders, , etc., in the East Indian Railway Press. 2218-19. 

Diachars;e of and binders from the East Indian Railway Press. 2217-18. 

COMPUTOR(S)— 

Question re appointment of for calculation and design of structures in the 

Public Works Department, Delhi. 2475. 

CONCESSION(S)— 

Question re — 

Denial of Calcutta-Delhi transfer to certain clerks and peons of the office 

of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1509. 

Railway for the transport of Khewra salt to Calcutta. 1136. 

Retrenchment . 548. 
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CONPBRENCE(S)— 

Question 

Case for Berar prepared by ^e Berar All-Parties . 489. 

Cost to India of the Round Table and Committees. 858. 

Expenditure on the office of the Railway Association. 626. 

Number of Sikhs on Committees of the Round Table . 1674-75. 

Participation of India in the Imperial Economic at Ottawa. 2910-12. 

Resolutions passed by the All-India Cantonments , 754-55. 

CONGRESS— 

Question re — 

Alleged objectionable methods in search for funds adopted by the Police 

Inspector, Ajmer. 2568. 

property seized by Government. 485-36. 

Seizure of buildings belonging to the — ' — . 435. 

Seizure of funds. 866. 

■ The Indian National . 2878-80. 

Violation by the of the Irwin-Gandhi Pact. 969. 

CONGRESS FLAG— 

Question re arrest of a shop-keeper for flying the— — . 2565. 

CONSERVANCY INSPECTOR— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant at the Central Telegraph Office. 559-60. 

Pay of the of the Telegraph Office, Simla. 560. 

CONSPIRACY CASE— 

Question re — 

Comment on the Meerut in the Times of India Annual. 644-45. 

Visit of the Director of the Central Publicity Bureau to Meerut in connection 
with the Meerut . 644. » 

CONSTITUTION— 

Question re — 

Expediting the establishment of the new in India. 380-31. 

Letter by Members of the Legislative Assembly on the Future of 

India. 2715-16. 

CONSTITUTIONAL ASPECT— 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Railway Board *’ re future of the Railway Board 
and the . 1462-1504, 1535'-78. 

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Executive Council *’ re . 1952-85. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS— 

Question re of backward tracts. 622-25. 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM(S)— 

See *' Reformfs) ”. 

CONTRACT(S)— 

Question re — 

for bookstalls on the South Indian and Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railways. 1181. 

I’or clothing entrusted to Messrs. Hoe and Company^ 1181-32. 

for the Air Mail Service in India by Messrs. Tata and Sons. *580. 

for the conveyance of mails between Erode and Satyamangalam. 1219'" • 
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CONTEACT(S)— (concZfi.) 

Question- re — (concld.) 

for the conveyance of mails in the Dehra Bun and Jliansi Postal 

Divisions. 2095-96. 

for unloading and stacking coal on the Great Indian Peninsula Bail- 

v/ay. 1934-35. 

Motor mail in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 2085. 

South Indian Railway Printing with Messrs. Hoe and Company. 1134. 

Statement (laid on the table) by — 

Mr. P. R. Rau re for unloading and stacking coal on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 2617. 

Mr. T. Ryan re for the conveyance of mails between Erode and Satyaman- 

galafm. 2968. 

Mr. T. Ryan re Motor Mail in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 2967-68. 

CONTRACT SYSTEM— 

Question re — 

Introduction of the in the Cash and Pay Department of the East Indian 

Railway. 2485-86. 

Replacement of the on the Bengal Nagpur Railway by the Departmental 

System. 2486. 

OONTRIBUTION(S)— 

Question re — 

Amount of from different nations to the League of Nations. 2347-50. 

by Britain to the cost of the British Army in India. 55-56. 

to the Central Government from the projected provinces of the North-West 

Frontier and Sind. 355. 

Staff of the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of made by 

different nations. 349-51. 

CONTROLLER (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Assistant on the North-Western Railway. 986, 1605-06. 

Appointment of Assistant Train on the North-Western Railway. 811-12, 

827. 

CONTROLLER OF INSPECTION— 

Question re poet of Personal xAssistant to the , Ihdian Stores Department. 

1686-87. 

CONTROLLER OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS— 

Question re number of persons discharged from the Office of the , Lahore. 

2014. 

CONTROLLER OF RAILWAY ACCOUNTS— 

Question re — 

Candidates for an examination held by the . 1672. 

Discharge of temporary staff in the office. 1316-17. 

Office hours in the office of the . 1316. 

OONVENIENCES— 

Motion to reduce Demand for “Railway Board *’ re of the travelling public. 

1383-1402. 

CONVENTION— 

Statement re Draft and Recommendations re protection against accidents of 

workers empjoyed in loading and unloading ships. 2818-39. 

CONVEYANCE AIJiOWANCE(S)— 

See " AlIow>a&o&(B) 
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CONVICTION(S)— 

Question re — 

under the new Ordinances. 838. 

Number of imder the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 2010. 

Pensions withheld on account of in political cases. 2604. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re number of 
under the Ordinances in connection with the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment. 2413. 

CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETY— 

Question re North Western Railway . 1618. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY— 

Question re complaint of official interference in the management of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway Employees’ . 1072-73. 

COPY-IIOLDER(S)— 

Question re appointment of Muslims as in the Government of India Press 

New Delhi. 2403-04. 

CORRESPONDENCE— 

Question re “ ” colleges in India. 703. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Frank Noyce re “ ” colleges in India 

2498. 

CORRESPONDENT(S)— 

Question re censorship of foreign newspaper in India. 2010-12. 

CORRUGATED SHEETS— 

Question re manufacture of galvanised by the Tata Iron and Steel Com- 

pany. 821. 

CORRUPTION— 

Question re charges of bribery and in Ambala Cantonment. 754. 

COSGRAVE, Mr. W. A.— 

Motion for Adjournment re excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of Iho 
mosque of Kucha Rahman. 2002-04. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 296. 

COTTON MIDL INDUSTRY— 

QiK^stion re protection for the . 2719. 

COUNCIL HOUSE BUILDINGS— 

Question re cracks in the roof of the attic storey of the . 33-34. 

COUNCIL OF STATE— 

Demand for Grant. 2288. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 933. 

Question re allocation of scats in the Legislative Assembly and to the 

North-West Frontier Province. 2583. 

COURT(S)— 

Resolution re establishment of a Supreme in India. 671-606. 

COURT-FEES ACT— 

See “ Act(8) 

COITRTfS).MARTT.\T^- 

Question je decisions of refused to Indian Ranks. 687-88. 
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COUBT OF INQUIRY— 

Question, re — 

Cost of the Railway . 107. 

Railway . 1585-86. 

Report of the Railway . 1946, 

CREDIT BALANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

— — due to members of Transport Units, Labour Corps, etc. 2385. 

due to Military Officers serviiifr between 1919 and 1924. 1076-77. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. J. R. Blair re undistributed of a 

driver in a mule cori)s. 3029-30. 

CRERAR, THE HONOURABLE Sir JAMES— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 399-102, 407, 433, 434, 680-81. 
Presentation of the report of the Select Committee. 1018. 

Motion to con.sider. 1835, 1871, 1909, 1912-18. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2503-04, 2507, 2520-23, 2524-25, 2533. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2647, 2649, 2652, 2681-84. 

Motion to amend clause 1. 2C86, 2687. 

Motion to pass. 2689-90, 2713-14. 

Demand for Orant in respect of Home Department. 2324-25. 

^lotion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2408 , 2444-47 , 2448 , 2455, 
2458, 2401-62. 

Exce^sses oi tlu' police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman. 19^8-92, 1997, 1998, 1909, 2005-07. 

Lathi ChaJge by the Police on a meeting in Delhi. 1866. 

Publicati(,n in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 659, 663. 

Resolution ic — 

Chief Justices of High Court-. 126, 137-41, 149, 151-52. 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 575, 589-91, 604. 

Recent Ordinances. 217-22, 308, 321-23. 

CREW STAFF— 

Question re — 

Casual leave and gate allowances of and ticket collectors of the East 

Indian Railway. 359-60. 

Friction between and students of Jadabpur and Ichapur stations on the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 991-92. 

CREW SYSTEM (S)— 

Question rc — 

Abolition of the on the East Indian Railway. 643. 

Ineffectiveness of the of railway ticket checking. 1936. 

Opinion of the East Indian Railway Authorities on the — 614-15. 

The Moody-Ward and of ticket checking. 1533, 1937. 

CROWD(S)— 

Question re — 

Casualties caused in dispersing . 346. 

Rumoured intention to use hounds to disperse in the North -W^est Fron- 

tier. 338. 
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CURRENCY— 

Demand for Grant. 2340. 

Question re — 

and exchange policy of the Government. 646. 

Effect of new policy. 363-64. 

CURRENCY. DEPUTY CONTROLLER OF— 

Question re retrenchment of staff in the office of the , Madras. 28-29. 

CURRENCY NOTE PRESS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of apprentices to the Security Printing, India, and the . 

543-44. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Security Printing, India, and Central 

Stamp Stores. 548. 

Staff of the Security Printing, India, and Central Stamp Stores at Nasik. 

542-43. 

CURRENCY NOTE PRESS, CAPITAL OUTLAY ON— 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

CURRENCY OFFICE— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs to the , Lahore. 1676. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re appoint- 
ment of Sikhs in the , Lahore. 2670-71. 

CURRENCY RESERVES— 

Question re gold in the in India and England. 63-64. 

•CUSTOMS— 

Demand for Grant. 2232. 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ ** re insufficient economy effected by 

Government under . 2232-66. < 

Question re income and expenditure from and administration of Karachi 

and income-tax in Sind. 358-59. 

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc-*- 

Employees discharged from the , Karachi. 51. 

Retrenchment of Indian Civil Service Officers in the . 42-43. 

•CUT(S)— 

Question re — 

Application of the ten per cent. . 378. 

Application of the 10 per cent. in pay to duftries and record sorters. 

807-08. 

in low pay in the Local Governments and the Government of India. 

. 2350. 

in pay of binders, compositors, etc., in the East Indian Railway Press. 

2218-19. 

in pay of low paid men in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 2596-97. 

in pay of railway employees. 1533. 

in pay of telephone operators. 2351. 

in salaries of Railway employees. 809. 

Exemption of certain clerks from the 10 per cent. in pay. 1508-09. 

Rumoured further 10 per cent. in salaries. 354-55. . 

Savings in civil expenditure to be effected by the 10 per cent. in salaries. 

84-36. 
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OUT(S) — {conclA,) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Savings to be effected in Military Departments by the 10 per cent. in 

salaries. 34. 

Ten per cent. in earnings of piece-rated employees of the Government of 

India Press, New Delhi. 2544. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig re pay of 
duftries and 10 per cent. in their pay- 2852. 


D 

DACCA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of Bange Offices at and Shillong. 713-14. 

Post offices in the Mymensingh and districts. 718. 

Retrenchment of the post of Superintendent of Post Offices at . 711-12. 

DAILY ALLOWANCE(S)— 

Question re of Engineering subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal Rail. 

way. 716. 

DAIRY FARM(S)— 

Question re — 

Communities of clerks employed in Military . 1003. 

Employment of clerks for checking accounts on Military • 1003. 

DAIRYING— 

Question re transfer of the Imperial Institute of from Bangalore to KamaL 

647. 

DAIRYING AND ANBIAL HUSBANDRY DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee re . 2784-85- 

DALAL, Dr. R. D.— 

General discussion of the Gereral Budget. 1713-15. 

DALAL, Sir BOMANTI— 

Expressions of regret on the death of . 3027-29. 

DARGAH— 

Question re representation of and Pushkar and of cloth and sugar merchants 

on the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2391. 

DAS, Mr. a.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1113-17. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1137. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1151-52. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 98-99. 

Question re — 

Cost of relief and transfer of British troops. 345. 

Recruitment of Indians and Europeans to the Indian Civil Service and Indian 
Police Service. 25-27. 

Training and discharge of certain soldiers. 328-29. 

^Training of ‘British soldiers in handicrafts in India. 328. 

Withdrawals from General Provident Fund for investment in sterling insur- 
ance policies. 327-28. 
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DAS, Mr. a. — (concld.) 

Besolution re appointment of a committee on Education. 865-67. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 498. 

DAS, Mr. B.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 512-15, 518. 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Beport. 1082-85, 1089, 1093, 1098, 

1106, nil, 1112. 

Motion to pass. 1156-67. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 407, 411, 668-73. 

Motion to consider. 1847. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2514, 2519, 2520. 

C-onsideration of the Bepoi*t of the Public Accounts Committee. 1108-1203, 1204, 
1208, 1200. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Foreign and Political Department. 2290-91, 
2205, 2296, 2298, 2299. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of Loans and Advances bearing 
interest. 936. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1716-20, 1723, 1726, 1735, 1751, 1778, 
1801. 

General discussion of the Bailway Budget. 1267, 1287, 1288-91. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

^lotion to refer to Select Committee. 485-86. 

Hindu Widows* Bight of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 102. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Amendment Bill — 

Consideration of . 682. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 178, 180, 184, 201. 

Indian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Amendment Bill — 

Motkai to consider. 2928, 2929. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Grant of a subvention to the North-West Frontier Province. 1701. 
Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Beforms with Maliatma Gandhi in jail. 2831-33, 2835, 2836. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1814. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Avoidance of Income-tax. 2099-2100, 2103. 

Indianisation of the Army. 2121, 2123. 

Retrenchment. 2051-60, 2061. 

Separation of B\irma from India. 2186. 

“ Bailway Board ” re — 

Future of the Bailway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1467, 1468, 
1470, 1490, 1494-96, 1547, 1549, 1558. 

Lack of supervision and control over Company-managed Bail ways. 1456- 
59. 

Bailway retrenchment policy. 1425-33. 

Point of order raised by Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer as to whether an HoJijiourable 
Member who is directly and personally concerned with the affairs of » 
tractieg firm Is entitled to take part in a debate concerning it. 2156, 2158. 
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DAS, Me. B. — (contd,) 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2938-39, 2940, 2945. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2957-59. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2960. 

Question re — 

Alleged rough handling of a lady picketer by the police. 1224. 

Allocation of seats in the Indian Legislature for the North-West Frontier 
Province. 555-56. 

Allocation of seats in the Legislative Assembly and Council of State to the 
North-West Frontier Province. 2583. 

Candidates granted scholarships for training in Marine Engineering. 2584. 

Claims of British and Indian Seamen in Bombay. 2655. 

Clothing allowance of British and Indian troops. 2569. 

Constitutional problems of backward tracts. 622-25. 

Contribution to Sailors* Home in Bombay and discrimination against Indians. 
2580-90. 

Deficit shown by the Sind Committee. 2582. 

Development of Indian Shipping. 2587. 

Development of the Indian Mercantile Marine. 2586. 

Employment of cadets trained on the “ Duflerin **. 2586. 

Expenditure from Central Bevenucs on Provincial subjects. 2580. 

Financial relations between the Central Government and the Provinces. 2718. 
Grant of Financial aid to Provinces. 2582. 

Grants to Orissa and Sind. 2719. 

Increase in the numbers of cadets admitted to the training ship “ Dufferin **. 
2585-86. » 

Members of tho Frontier Boforms Advisory Committee. 556. 

Non-admission of Indians to tho Prince of AVales Seamen’s Institute, Bombay. 
2587-88. 

Principles for grants out of the Sunday Penalty Fees Fund. 2589. 

Procedure followed under Bogulation III of 1818. 980-81. 

Protection for the Cotton Mih Industry. 2719. 

Reforms for the North-West Frontier Province. 552. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in 
tho North-West Frontier Province. 552-55. 

Scholarships granted for the training of Indians in Marine Engineering. 2584. 
Subvention granted to the North-West Frontier Province. 2581, 2718. 

Sunday penalty fees collected and method of tlieir distribution. 2588-89. 
Training of Indians in Manno Engineering. 2585. 

Training of Marine Engineers. 2582. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Amendment of the Trade Licencing Ordinance in Tanganyika. 2557. 
Appointment of Under Secretary in the Finance Department. 1250. 
Classification of political prisoners. 2778, 2780. 

Clothes of prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 1666. 

Indian Christians employed on railways. 1244, 1245. 

Insuiiiciency of clothes provided for prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 2564. 

Letter to Maiilvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi re his visit to the North-West 
Frontier Province. 1616. 

Members nominated for the Committees of the Bound Table Conference. 
534. 

Paucity of Indians employed in Departments in East, Africa. 1665. 

Percentage of appointments held by Indian Christians on the South Indian 
Railway. 662. 
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DAS, Mb. B. — (concld.) 

Question (Supplementarj) re — (coneld.) 

Permanent location of the Secretariat in New Delhi. 1611-12. 

Publication by newspapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 645. 
Purchase of gold by operators in Bombay. 1062. 

Bepresentation of the interests of Indian Settlers in Tanganyika. 2566, 2556. 

Besolution of the Government of Bengal on the shooting at the Hijli detention 
camp. 1222. 

Staff of the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of contributions 
made by different nations. 349-50, 851. 

Travelling allowances of inferior servants of the Government of India. 1319. 
Value of imports and exports of India and Burma. 645-46. 

Beport on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3033-36. 

Besolution re — 

Appointment of a committee on Education. 852. 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1067, 1058, 1164-68, 
1171. 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 578-79, 582, 583, 587. 

Becent Ordinances. 223, 254-57, 272, 296, 311. 

Besolution to amend the previous resolution on roads. 3010. 

Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2421-25. 

Motion to add a new clause. 2437. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2824. 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2855-68. 

Consideration of clause 5. 2871. 

Motion to pass. 2876. • 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2993-96. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 501-03, 504, 

Motion to consider. 1020-24, 1034, 1036. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1040. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 1054-55. 

DEATH(S)— 

Expressions of regret on the of — 

Mr. F. W. Allison. 2668-70. 

Mr. £. V. Bangaswami Iyengar. 2608-12. 

Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3027-29. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad Shafi. 13-23. 

Question re — 

Birth and rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 

High rate and Infant mortality in Ajmer. 2391. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Frank Noyce re birth and rates m 

Ajmer-Merawara. 2966. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Frank Noyce re high rate ^in Ajmer. 

2967. 
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PBBT(S)~ 

Demand for Excess Grant in raspect of Interest on ordinary and reduction 

or avoidance of . 926. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Interest on ordinary and reduction or 

avoidance of . 2288. 

Question re — 

Floating of the Government of India. 1064. 

Writing ofif bad of assessees. 649. 

deceased RANK(S)— 

See “ Rank(s) 

defaulting TRAVELLOR(S)— 

See “ Traveller (s) ”. 

defence— 

Question tc substitution of Air Force Units for Army Units in the of the 

Frontier. 2657-59. 

DBFICIT(S)— 

Question re — 

— shown by the Sind Committee. 2582. 

Taxes and duties imposed by the Government of India and Budget Surpluses 
and . 2908-09. 

DEHRA DUN— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Staff College at . 59-60. 

Abolition of the X-Ray Institute at . 820-21. 

Closing of the Railway Staff College at . 354. 

Contracts for the conveyance of mails in the and Jhansi Postal Divisions. 

2095-96. 

Heavy taxation in Cantonment. 748. 

Sub-Post OflBces in the Division. 876. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore re Sub-Post 
Offices in the Division and communal composition of their staffs. 1625-26. 

DEHRA DUN CANTONMENT— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re taxation in 2794. 

DELEGATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Deputations and to South Africa. 335-36. 

Result of the recent Indian to South Africa. 336. 

DELHI— 

Demand for Grant. 2342. 

Motion for Adjournment re excesses of the police in and desecration of the 

mosque of Kucha Ralunan. 1951, 1985-2008. 

Question re — 

Accommodation of women prisoners in the jail. 2476. 

Additional water supply necessary in in case of stoppage of the Simla 

exodus. 40. 

' Allowances and treatment of prisoners in . 2382. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Commissioner of Income-tax in the Punjab, 

$orth-West Frontier Province and . 2573-74. 

Appointment of Computer for calculation and design of structures in the 
Public Works Department, . 2475. 
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DELHI — (fiontd,) 

Question re — {conid.) 

Appointment of Sikh porters and van peons in the Bailway Mail Service, 

1680. 

Appointment of Sikhs as porters in the Railway Mail Service. 1679. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Sub-Postmasters in 2667. 

Appointment of women police in . 630. 

Arrest of Mr. W. A. Edge of the Public Works Department, , for alleged 

embezzlement. 2717. 

Ayurvedic dispensaries in and lack of Sikh Hakims or Vaids. 2671. 

Bad state of repair of roads between and New Delhi. 1612. 

Bye-Laws for sweetmeat shops and meat shops in . 2674. 

Complaint by Mr. P. D. Sharma of assault at a meeting of the citizens* 
League, . 2467-68. 

Criticisms of the Sewage Farm. 540-41. 

move allowance and Simla house rent allowance. 2467. 

Denial of Calcutta transfer concessions to certain clerks and peons of the 

office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1509. 

Dispersal of a meeting in the Queen’s garden, , and arrest of Mufti Kifaya- 

tullah. 2470-71. 

Disposal of establishment cases in the Income-tax Department in the Punjab, 

North-West Frontier Province, and . 2573. 

Education of the children of Press employees in . 2550. 

Employment while on leave of Colonel Ilalland, Senior Superintendent of 
Police, . 1126. 

Expenditure incxirred on transferring prisoners from to Multan. 1225. 

Lack of traffic arrangements for pilgrims visiting the shrine of Nizamuddin Olia 
at . 345-46. 

Ladies arrested in and conditions of imprisonment in jail. 977. 

Minimum pass marks in schools in Bajputana and . 2388. 

New appointments in the Income-tax Department in the Punjab, North-West 
Frontier Province and . 2572. 

Number of clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Education, , 

Ajmer- Merwara and Central India. 2719. 

Pay of Anglo-Indian and Indian Assistant station masters at and Ghazia- 

bad. 825. 

Political prisoners arrested and released in . 2477. 

Provision of accommodation for political prisoners in . 1683. 

Provision of quarters for the staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, • 

2560-61. 

Quarters of certain prisoners in tlie jail. 2381-82. 

Bates for common labour in the Province. 2009. 

Recruitment of Sikh clerks in the Head Post Office. 2657. 

Recruitment of Sikh packers and postmen in the Head Post Office. 2656. 

Removal of antiquities from Mohenjodaro to the Museum. 62-63. 

Retention of certain Departments in during the summer. 39. 

Retrenchment in the Office of the Chief Engineer, . 1613. 

Retrenchments in the Division of the North-Western Railway. 1004-05, 

1925. 

Rules for the recovery of rents for Government buildings in Simla and ’• 
1001-02. 

Sale of beef in open bazars in . 979. 

Sale of meat in and New . 1672-73. 

Sanitary amenities for Karol Bagh, . 2487-88. 
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DELHI — (concldJ) 

Question re — (conoid.) 

Staff employed on the assessment and collection of electric and water charges 
in . '977.78. 

Supply of filtered water, lighting, etc., in Karol Bagh, . 2562-63. 

Treatment of lady prisoners under trial in . 987. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re recruit- 
ment of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, . 2490-91. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re classification 

of women political prisoners in the jail. 1625. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re treatment 
of under-trial lady prisoners in the jail. 1625. 

DELHI CAPITAL OUTLAY— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 028. 

Question re retrenchment under . 42. 

DELHI DIVISION— 

Question re promotion of Assistant Station Masters in the of the North- 

Western Railway. 825. 

DELHI GATE— 

Question re dumping of rubbish outside the Turkman Gate and . 1238-39. 

DEMAND FOR EXCESS GRANTS FOR 1920-30— GENERAL BUDGET— 
Administration of Justice. 926. 

Capital Outlay on Lighthouses and Lightships. 928. 

Delhi Capital Oiitlay. 928. 

Finance Department. 926. 

Indian Posts and Tolographs Department. 928-29. 

Interest on ordinary debt, and reduction or avoidance of debt. 926. 

Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works. 926. 

Lighthouses and Lightships. 926-27, 

Loans and Advances bearing interest. 028. 

Mint. 927. 

Public Service Commission. 926, 

Bajpiitana. 028. 

DEMANDS FOR EXCESS GRANTS— RAILWAY BUDGET— 

Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 030. 

Appropriation from the Reserve Fund. 930-32. 

Railway Board. 929. 

Working Expenses — Administration. 929-30. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS— GENERAL BUDGET— 

Aden. 2343. 

Administration of Justice. 2336. 

Agriculture. 2338. 

Ajmer-Merwara. 2342. 

Andamans and Nicobar Islands. 2342. 

Archreology. 2337. 

Army Department. 2335. 

Audit. 2336. ‘ 

Aviation. 2339. 

Baluchistan. 2342. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS— GENERAL BUDGET— (contd.) 

Botanical Survey. 2837. 

Capital Outlay on Currency Note Press. 2344. 

Capital Outlay on Lighthouses and Lightships. 2344. 

Capital Outlay on Security Printing. 2343. 

Capital Outlay on Vizagapatam Harbour. 2344. 

Census. 2339. 

Central Board of Revenue. 2335. 

Central India. 2343. 

Civil Veterinary Services. 2339. 

Civil Works. 2341. 

Commerce Deportment. 2335. 

Commercial Intelligence and Statistics. 2339. 

Commuted value of pensions. 2345. 

Council of State. 2288. 

Currency. 2340. 

Customs. 2232. 

Delhi. 2342. 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 2334. 

Department of Industries and Labour. 2335. 

Education. 2338. 

Emigration — External. 2340. 

Emigration — Internal. 2389. 

Executive Council. 1952. 

Expenditure in England — ^High Commifisioner for India. 2343. 

Expenditure in England — Secretary of State. 2343. 

Expenditure on retrenched personnel charged to Capital. 2845. 

Expenditure on retrenched personnel charged to Revenue. 2341. 

Finance Department. 2335. 

Foreign and Political Department. 2290-2314. 

Forest. 2268. 

Forest Capital Outlay. 2344. 

Geological Survey. 2337. 

Home Department. 2314-25. 

Hyderabad. 2343. 

Imperial Council of Agricultural Research Department. 2333. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs. 2314. 

Indian Posts and T6legraph.s Department (includincr Working Expenses). 2268-81, 
2283-88. 

Indian Stores Department. 234.0. 

Industries. 2339. 

Interest free Advances. 2845. 

Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations. 2288. 

Interest on Ordinary Debt and Reduction or Avoidance cf Debt. 2288. 
Irrigation. 2344. 

Irrigation (including Working Expenses), Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works. 2268. 

Joint Stock Companies. 2340. 

Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly Department. 2289. 
Legislative Department. 2334. 

Lighthouses and Light'^hips. 2336. 

Loans and Advances bearing interest. 2345. 

Medical Services. 2338. 
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demands for grants— general budget— ( concZ(2.) 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General re the allotment 

of an additional day for the discussion of the . 1865. 

Meteorology. 2337. 

Mines. 2337. 

Mint. 2340. 

Miscellaneous. 2.341. 

Miscellaneous Departments. 2340. 

North-West Frontier Province. 2342. 

Opium. 2268. 

Other Scientific Departments. 2338. 

Payments to Provincial Governments on account of Administration of Agency 
Subjects. 2835. 

Police. 2336. 

Ports and Pilotage. 2336. 

Public Health. 2.338. 

Public Service Commission. 2325. 

Rajputana. 2342. 

Refunds. 2341. 

Salt. 2267. 

Staff, Household and Allowances of the Governor General. 2288. 

Stamps. 2268. 

Stationery and Printing. 2341. 

Superannuation Allowances and Pensions. 2341. 

Survey of India. 2336. 

Taxes on Income. 2267. 

Zoological Survey. 2337. 

DEMANDS FOB GRANTS— RAILWAY BUDGET— 

Appropriation to Depreciation Fund. 1582, 1588. 

Audit. 1681. 

Companies and Indian States' Share of Surplus Profits and Net Earnings. 1581. 

Inspection. 1581. 

Miscellaneous Expenditure. 1582. 

New Construction. 1582, 

Open Line Works. 1582. 

Railway Board. 1322. 

Strategic Railways — New Construction and Open Line Works. 1583. 

Strategic Railway — Working Expenses (including Appropriation to Depreciation 
Fund and Miscellaneous Expenditure). 1582. 

Working Expenses — Administration, 1581. 

Working Expenses — Repairs and Maintenance and Operation. 1581. 

demands for GRANTS— motions FOR REDUCTION— GENERAL 

BUDGET— 

Customs — 

Insufficient economy effected by Government under . 2232-66. 

Executive Council — 

Avoidance of Income-tax.* 2096-2118. 

Constitutional issue. 1952-2008. 

Improper interference by the Secretary of State in the financial affaire of 
• India. 2194-99. 

• Indianisation of the Army. 2118-44. 

Lack of supervision over the coal transactions of railways. 2155-72. 
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DEMANDS FOB GRANTS— MOTIONS FOR REDUCTION— GENERAL BUB. 
GET — (concld.) 

Executive Council — (concld.) 

Retrenchment. 2025-83. 

Royal Commission on Labour. 2145-55. 

Separation of Burma from India. 2173-93. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS— MOTIONS FOR REDUCTION— RAILWAY 

BUDGET— 

Railway Board — 

Abolition of the Railway Board. 1323-30. 

Conveniences of the travellin^r public. 1383-1402. 

Favouritism in the railways. 1436-46. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1462-1504, 1535- 
78. 

Indianisation of superior services. 1578-80. 

Lack of supervision and control over Company-managed Railways. 1447-62. 
Railway retrenchment policy. 1402-35. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1331-75. 

DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS— GENERAL BUDGET— 
Agriculture. 934. 

Commerce Department. 933. 

Council of State. 933. 

Expenditure in England under the control of the Secretary of State. 935. 
Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations. 932-33. 

Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works. 932. 

Legislative Assembly and Ijegislative Assembly Department. 933. 

Loans and Advances bearing interest. 935-36, 

Mint. 934-35. 

Miscellaneous. 935. 

Opium. 982. 

Payments -to Provincial Governments on account of Administration of Agency 
Subjects. 934. 

Police. 934. 

Refunds. 936 

Staff, Household and Allowances of the Governor General. 933. 

Stamps. 932. 

Superannuation Allowances and Pensions. 935. 

DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS— RAILWAY BUDGET— 
Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 1830. 

Appropriation from the Reserve Fund. 1832-34. 

Companies and Indian States’ Share of surplus Profits and Earnings. 1829. 
Miscellaneous Expenditure. 1832. 

DEOLI DETENUS CAMP— 

Question re allegations about the . 2565-66. 

DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Clerks* quarters in New Delhi required by the various 720-21. 

Retention of certain in Delhi during the summer. 39.- 

DEPARTMENTAL PROMOTION(S)— 

See “ Promotion(8) ”. 
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departmental system— 

Question re replacement of the contract system on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
by the . 2486. 

DEPORTATION— 

Question re — 

from the North-West Frontier Province of Father Elwin. 357. 

of Father Elwin from the North-West Frontier Province. 529. 

DEPOSIT(S)— 

Question re — 

, loans and cash credits of other banks with the Imperial Bank of India. 

1063-64. 

Disposal of interest accruing on Savings Bank and War Bonds held by 

Muslims ] 06-07. 

DEPRECIATION FUND, APPROPRIATION FROM— 

Demand for Grant. 1583. 

DEPRECIATION FUND, APPROPRIATION TO— 

Demand for Grant. 1582. 

DEPRESSED CLASS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Census enumeration of Christian and Muhammadan . 1232. • 

Non-nomination of a member of the to the Ajmer Municipal Committee- 

2656. 

DEPUTATION (S)— 

Question re — 

Allowance for officers and staffs on — — . 1667-69. 

and delegations to South Africa. 335-36. 

^lilitary Accounts Department men on in the Military Finance Depart- 

ment. 2020. 

Refusal of permission to a of the All India Jamiat-ul-Ulema to visit the 

North-West Frontier Province. 527-29. 

DEPUTY ACCOUNTANT GENERAIr- 
Question re — 

Paucity of Muslims appointed to the Office of the ■ , Posts and Telegraphs- 

1924. 

Recruitments in the office of the , Posts and Telegraphs. 371-72. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster, re recruit- 
ment of Muslims in the Office of the , Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi- 

2490.91. 

deputy assistant engineer— 

Question re abolition of the appointment of , Telegraphs Construction. 

2607-08. 

deputy director(S) general— 

See “ Director (s) General ”, 

deputy postmaster general- 

Sec ” Postmaster General ”, 

DEPTJTY SECRETABY(IE8)— 

See “ Secretary(ie8) 
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DERA ISMAIL KHAN— 

Question rs report of the Committee of Enquiry into the riot of . 637-88. 

DeSOUZA. Dr. F. X.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1100-03. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Consideration of clause A. 2626-28. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 204, 757-60. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re- 
constitution al issue; 1960-63, 1966, 1967, 1982. 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Lack of supervision and control over Company-managed Railways. 1453- 
56. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1360. 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a non-Christian in the Archseological Department. 1609. 

Appointment of Indian Christians in Government of India Departments. 
1608-09. 

Distinction in pension conditions between the Indian Army Service Corps 
and the Military Engineering Corps. 1928-29. 

Indian Christians employed on railways. 1243-45. 

Percentage of appointments held by Indian Christians on the South Indian 
Railway. 660-62. 

Recruitment of minor communities in Government of India Departments. 
1609. 

Question (Supplementary) re members nominated for the Committees of the 
Ro.'ud Table Conference. 535. 

Resolution re establishment of a Supreme Court in India 584-86. 
DETENTION— 

Question re alleged wrongful in prison of Har Dhian Singh, Chandiwala. 

1622-23. 

DETENTION CAMP(S)— 

Question re resolution of the Government of Bengal on the shooting at the 
Hijli . 1221-28. 

DETENU (S)— 

Question re — 

Allowances of certain . 1378-79. 

Transfer of Bengal to other provinces. 44. 

DETENUS CAMP— 

Question re allegations about the “ Deoli **. 2666-66. 

DEVADASI(S)— 

See “ Prevention of Dedication of Bill ’* under “ BillCs) 

DEWALI FESTIVAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Facilities for Hindu Railway employees at Tundla for the 
Holidays for the Holi and festivals. 2908. 


. 71 . 
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dharwar district— 

Question re delay of mail in Navalgund and Nargund in the . 1664. 

diet— 

Question rc standard of of “ C ** class prisoners in Ajmer. 2566. 

DINAPORE— 

Question re ticket checking on Branch Lines of Asansol and Divisions. 

2210-11. 

dining SALOON(S)— 

Question re abolition of Railway . 1134-35. 

DIRECTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Duties of men promoted in the office of the Assistant of Ordnance Services 

(Provision). 2.576. 

Promotion of a cashier in the office' of the Assistant of Ordnance Services 

(Provision) . 2576 . 

Staff of the office of the , Railway Audit. 701. 

DIRECTOR, ARMY AUDIT— 

Question re Sikh representation to the , re reductions. 16S4. 

DIRECTOR (S) GENER AI.r- 
Question rr — 

Appointment of Deputy , Posts and Telegraphs. 2475-76. 

Office hours of Muslim employees of the office of the of Posts and 

Telegraphs during the Ramzan. 1234. 

Reductions of appointment-s r.f Assistant , Posts and Telosrraphs. 2475. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS- 
Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of Superintendent of Wireless and Cash Branches of the 
Office of the . 1507. 

Absence of the Superintendent of the Wireless Branch of the office of the 
2017. 

Appointment of Superintendent, Wireless Branch, office of the . 1508. 

Cieation of a new appointment in the office of the . 347-48. 

Denial of Calciitt.a-Delhi transfer concessions to certain clerks and peons of 
the office of the . 1509. 

Emplovment of a .separate Superintendent for the Wireless Branch of the office 
of the' . 2017-18. 

Leave reserve of Assistants in the office of the . 348. 

Substitution of Assistant Directors General by Assistant Deputy . 348. 

Volunteers for retirement in the office, of the . 1507. 

DIRECTOR OF BOTANICAL SURVEY— 

Question re abolition of the post of . 41. 

DIRECTOR OF ORDNANCE(S) (PROVISION)— 

Question re previous service of Mr. Mouohar Lai, now in the office of the . 

2574-75. 

DIRECTOR OF ORDNANCE SERVICES (PROVISION)— 

Question re — 

Allegations a’gainst Mr. Manohar Lall, a- clerk in the office of the Assistant 
— . 1623-24. 

Appointment of Superintendent in the office of the Assistant . 1623. 
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DIRECTOE OF ORDNANCE SERVICES (PROVISION)-^(concW.) 

Question re — (conoid.) 

Pay of the Cashier in the office of the Assistant . 1622-23. 

Recruitment in the office of the Assistant . 1621-22. 

Reduction of clerical appointments and appointment of Superintendents in the 

office of the Assistant . 1623. 

Relatives in the office of the Assistant . 1622. 

DIRECTOR OF REGULATIONS AND FORMS— 

Question re appointment of . 2365. 

DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL PUBLICITY BUREAU— 

Question re visit of the to Meerut in connection with the Meerut Con- 

spiracy Case. 644. 

DISABLED SEPOY(S)— 

See “ Sepoy (s) 

DISABLED SOLDIER(S)— 

See “ Soldier (s) **. 

DISABILITY PENSIONS— 

See “ Pension(s) ”. 

DISCOVERY(IES)— 

Question re accounts of at Mohenjodaro. 2016-17. 

DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re against Indians in Tanganyika. 1235-36. 

DISEASE(S)— 

Question re caused by military service. 2601. 

DISMISSAL(S)— 

Question re of Indian Banks. 637. 

DISPENSARY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Ayurvedic in Delhi and lack of Sikh Hakims or Vaids. 2571. 

Closing of a ■ ■ at Ramsar. 538-39. 

DISPUTE (S)— 

See “ Employers and Workmen ( — '—) Repesding Bill ” under “ Bill(8) ”. 
DISSATISFACTION— 

Question re among staff of the Railway Mail Service “ A ** Division. 2721. 

DISTRICT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT— 

Question re complaints about a waiting room for relieving staff attending the 
*8 Office, Calcutta. 716. 

DIVISION(S)— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

on the motion to omit clause 4. 1152. • 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill— 

on Mr. S. C. Mitra’s motion to amend clause 2. 2523, 2634. 

on Mr. Syke*8 motion to amend clause 2. 2505. 

— — on Rao Bahadur B. L. PatR’s motion to omit clause 4. 2648. 

on Mr. B. Sitaramaraju’s motion to amend clause 4. 2685. 
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DIVISION(S) — (concld.) 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — (concld.) 

on Mr. B. Sitaramaraju’s motion to amend clause 1. 2688-89. 

on the motion that the question that the Bill be passed bo put. 2712-13. 

on the Honourable Sir James Crerar’s motion to pass the Bill. 2714. 

Demands for Grants — 

- — on the motion that the Demand under the head “Executive CJouncil** 
be reduced by Ks. 100 (Tndianisation of the Army). 2144, 

on the motion that the Demand under the head “ Executive Council “ be 

reduced by Rs. 100 (Retrenchment). 2082-83, 

on the motion that the Demand under the head “ Public Service Com- 
mission” be reduced by Rs. 1,23,000 (Inadequate retrenchment). 2333-34. 

on the motion that the Demand under the head “Railway Board” be 

reduced by Rs. 100 (conveniences of the travelling public). 1401-02. 

— ^ — on the motion that the Demand under the head “Railway Board” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (Railway retrenchment policy). 1435. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

— ^ — on the motion to amend clause 3. 2890. 

on the motion to pass. 2902. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

on the motion to refer to Select Committee. 460.8J. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

the motion that the question re the reference to Select Committee 

may be put. 204. 

on the motion to refer to Select Committee. 780. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

on Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar’s motion to amend clause 32. 904. 

]\rotion for Adjournment — 

on the motion for adjournment rc alleged maltreatment of women political 

prisoners. 2462-63. 

on the motion for adjournment rc excesses of the police in Delhi and 

desecration of the mosque of Kucha Rahman. 2007-08. 

on the motion for adjournment re unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of 

the House in regard to the expediting of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi 
in jail. 2847. 

Resohition(s) — 

on the Resolution re Chief Justices of High Courts. 153. 

„„ the Resolution re establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 606, 

on the Resolution re recent Ordinances. 324-25. 

DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANT(S)— 

Sec “ Accountant (s) ”. 

DIVISIONAL ORGANISATION— 

Question re — 

Cost of on Indian Railways. 627-28. 

on the North-Western Railway. 59. 

divisional SUPERINTENDENT (S)— 

Question rc — 

Hisli grades iu Establishment Branches of Hendquariers and offices on the 

North-Western Railway. 2402. 

Powers of Agents and on railways. 65-66. 

DOCKRELL, Lieut. -Colonel M. — 

Question re transfer of — i — from Peshawar Cantonment. 748-49. 

D 
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DOHAD— 

Question re construction of railway lines between or Butlam and Galiakot 

868 . 

DOMICILE— 

Question re — 

of Mr. JT. S. Pitkeathly, Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Depart* 

ment. 2377. 

Passage allowance of subordinates of Non-Asiatic . 993. 

DEAFTSMAN(EN)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Assistant Chief Headquarters Office, North-Western 

Bailway. 996. 

Non-appointment of Indians as Chief on the North-Western Bailway. 

996. 

Promotion of Mr. S. B. Woodmore, Officiating Chief , North-Western 

Bailway. 563. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. B. Bau re appointment of Chief on 

the North-Western Bailway. 2409. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. B. Bau re Head Loco. Headquarters 

Office, North-Western Bailway. 2854. 

DBAINAGE— 

Question re — 

Bad of Ajmer City. 2390. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Frank Noyce re bad — — of Ajmer City. 

2966-67. 

DBAINAGE WOBKS, IBBIGATION, NAVIGATION, EMBANKMENT AND- 
Demand for Excess Grant. 926. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932. 

DBAWTNG OFFICEB(S)— 

Question re — * 

Appointment of Non-Muhammadans as Mechanical on the North-Western 

Bailway. 995. 

Mechanical on the North-Western Bailway. 995. 

DBINK EVJLr- 

Question re — ^ in Malaya. 334-35. 

DBIVEB(S)— 

Question re — > 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners and of. guards and . 1937-38. 

Arrears of pay of a ^ in a Mule Corps. 2663-64. 

Hindu and Muhammadans employed as , etc., on the North-Western Bail- 

way. 663. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. J. B. Blair re undistributed credit balance 
of a in a Mule Corps. 3029-30. 

DBIVBB, Dr.— 

Question re supply of wagons free to , the Station Master, Lonavla. 1073. 

DUDHOBIA, Mb. NABAKUMAB SING— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 509-11. 

Motion to consider Select Committee's Beport. 1118-20. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1746-48. 
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DUDHOBIA, Mr. NABAKUMAB SING— (conc^.) 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 194-95. 

Motion to take the Beport of the Public Accounts Committee into considerar 
tion. 1182-84. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the X-Bay Institute at Dehra Dun. 820-21. 

Advertising of the Mafjh Mela of Allahabad. 819-20. 

Acute financial condition of Indian labourers in South Africa and ^lalaya. 335. 
Allowances of certain detenus. 1378-79. 

Civil aviation establishment in the Imperial Secretariat, New Delhi. 1606. 
Closing of the Bailway Staff College at Dehra Dun. 354. 

Commissioned reserve officers in the Indian Army. 352. 

Composition of the Indian Immigration Committee in the Malay Peninsula. 
334. 

Contributions to the Central Government from the projected provinces of the 
North-West Frontier and Sind. 355. 

Coat of sending European soldiers to the hills. 352. 

Cost to India of the Bound Table Conference and Committees. 353. 
Deputation of Indians to study sugar manufacture. 1378. 

Deputations and delegations to Soutfi Africa. 335-36. 

Disparity of sexes among Indian Immigrants in the Malay Peninsula. 647-48. 
Drink evil in Malaya. 334-35. 

Economy and safety in oloetric lighting and power supply. 1608. 

Friction between crew staff and students of Jadabpur and Ichapur stations on 
the Eastern Bengal Baihvay. 991-02. 

Indians repatriated from Malaya. 335. 

Indians trained as aviation experts. 1607-08. 

Manufacture of galvanised corrugated sheets by the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company. 821. • 

Military Power Houses. 351-52. 

Number of aeroplanes purchased for the Air Force in India. 361. 

Orders for wireless apparatiu for Bailway Centres in India. 819. 

Purchase of lathies by the Government of India. 337. 

Becruitment for the Indian Medical Service. 353. 

Besult of the recent Indian delegation to South Africa. 336. 

Betrenchment in Indian Publicity Offices in London and New York. 820. 
Betrcnchment in the staff of the Geological Survey of India, 355. 

Bumoiired further 10 per cent, cut in salaries. 354-55. 

State of Central Bevenues. 338. 

Status of India as a member of the League of Nations. 337-38. 

Suspension or reduction of recruitment bv the Public Service Commission. 
354. 

DUFFEBIN— 

Question re — 

Employment of cadets trained on the “ ”. 2586. 

Increase in the number of cadets admitted to the training ship “ **. 2585- 

86 . 

I>TJFTBY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Allowances of in the Bailway Department. 1317-19. 

Application of the 10 per cent, cut in pay to and record sorters. 807-08% 

Family travelling allowance for and peons. 1685-86. 

D 2 
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DVFTEY(IES)—(concld.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

House rent allowances of and peons. 1624. 

Muslim and Hindu and pecais emplojed in various Depsrtmei^ts. 1694-85. 

Qvsrters for . 1686. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig re pay of- 

and 10 per cent, cut in their pay. 2852. 

DUMASIA, Mb. N. M.— 

General d^cussion of t^he G^nersl Budget. 1744-46. 

DURBAR— 

Question re — 

Invitation of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan to a in Peshawar. 1604-05. 

Non-attendance at a in tlie North-West Frontier Province. 339. 

DUTT, Mr. AMAR NATH— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 417, 429-33. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2509-10, 2529-30. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2634. 

Motion to pass. 2703-08. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2299-2300. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (including Worldn" Expenses). 
2269-70, 2273. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2790. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2889-90. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

ISfttion to re-circulate. 957, 962, 967. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Coriiniittee. 81-83, 85, 100, 141, 45*2. 

Indian P.nrtiiership Bill — 

Consideration of edause 68. Oil, 911. 

Indian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Aniondineiit Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2929-30. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re representation of Muslims in the railway serviciv-. 
1335, 1346-50. 

Point of order raised by as to wlitdher discussion of wliat t»iok place (nit'-idt* 

the House is permitted. 2295. 

Question re — 

Appointinont of an Indian as Assistant Aircraft Iiis])Cctor. 2558. 

Dangers in connection with electric supply. 28. 

Import duties or bounties on galvanised iron and steel sheets and pipe-^. 1*229- 
30. • 

Negotiations with a foreign firm by JMessrs. Tatas for erection of a sheet 
mill. 1230. ‘ ^ 

Output on galvanised sheets from Tatas. 1230. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Destruction of insufficiently stamped post cards. 38, 39 . ' 

Emidoymeni of lliDrlus on the North-Western Railway. 993-94. 

Employment of Muslims in the Finance Department. 1246, 1247. 
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DUTT, Mb. AMAR NATH— (concld.) 

Question (SupplementaTy) re — (coney.) 

Extensions granted to superannuated officers in the Income-tax Department » 
Bombay Presidency. 1259. 

Indian National CJongress. 2379. 

Non-employment of Muslim stenographers in the Finance Department. 1254. 
Sale of beef in open bazars in Delhi. 979. 

Secret European circnlar re the Reforms. 2728. 

Resolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 142-43. 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1171-74. 

Recent Ordinances. 237-40, 301. 

Question re — 

Additional realised on imported foreign salt. 703-04. 

Exemption of motor cars from octroi in Ajmer-Merwara. 2389. 

Import or bounties on galvanised iron and steel sheets and pipes. 1229-30. 

Octroi imposed by the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2391. 

Octroi paid by the weaving mills at Anasagar. 2391. 

Taxes and imposed by the Government of India and Budget Surpluses and 

Deficits. 2908-09. 

Resolution rc on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1055-60, 1158- 

76. 


E 

EARNING (S)— 

Question rc pressure on ticket examiners to increase their . 619. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Rainy rc net on 

certain newly constructed railway lines. 2409-12. 

EAST AFRICA— 

Question rc — 

Grievances of Indians in . 1236. 

Paucity of Indians employed in Departments in . 1605. 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY— 

Sre “ Railway (s) ”. 

EASTERN BENGAT^ 

Question rc loss by floods cm used to pi^stal employees in . 714-15.. 

eastern beng.vl railway— 

“ Railway (s) 

eastern command— 

Question rc standard plans for houses under the . 716-47. 

ecclesiastical depart.ment— 

Question rc — 

Abolition of the . 2470. 

Expendit\ire on the . ^ 2351-52. 

economic and financial relations— 

Question re report on between British India and Indian States. 41. 

economic conference— 

See ‘‘ Coiifereiice(s) 
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ECONOMY— 

Question re and safety of electric supply. 1940-41. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs ” re — 

Insufficient affected by Government under Customs. 2232-66. 

EDGE, Mr. W. A.— 

Question re arrest of — ^ of the Public Works Department, Delhi, for alleged 
embezzlement. 2717. 

EDUCATION— 

Demand for Grant. 2338. 

Question re — 

Amount of grant-in-aid made to the fund of the Municipal Board, Ajmer. 

375. 

Discontinuance of the capitation grant for of railway employees. 1927. 

and training of certain employees in the East Indian Eailway Workshop 

at Lillooah. 567. 

of European and Indian girls in Fiji. 531. 

of Indians in Fiji. 1237-38. 

of the children of railway employees at Gorakhpur. 1526-27. 

Female in centrally administered areas in British India. 988. 

Higher of women from centrally administered areas. 988-89. 

Levy of a poll tax in Tanganyika for . 2558. 

Number of clerks in the office of the Superintendent of , Delhi, Ajmor- 

Merwara and Central India. 3719. 

Percentage of and proportion enfranchised. 651. 

Resolution re appointment of a Committee on . 841-74. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT— 

Question re suggestions for retrenchment in the Ajmer-Merawar . 376. 

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS, DEPARTMENT OF— 

Demand for Grant. 2334. 

Election of a Member to the Standing Advisory Committee for the — — . 1867, 
1951. 

Election of Members to the Standing Committee for the . 1018-19, 1383. 

ELECTED BOARD— 

Question re provision of an for Peshawar Cantonment. 2482. 

ELECTION(S)— 

of a Member to the Council of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

165-66, 378, 440. 

of a Member to the Standing Advisory Committee for the Department of 

Education, Health and Lands. 1867, 1951. 

:of Members to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 1826-28, 2671, 

2729. 

of Members to the Public Accounts Committee. 2231, 2500, 2612. 

of Members to the Standing Committee for Department of Education, Health 

and Lands. 1018-19, 1383. 

of Members to the Standing Committee f<sr Roads. 1018, 1264, 1319. 

of Members to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 1826, 1828, 2415, 

2490. 

of Members to the Standing Finance Committee. 1812-25, 182^, 2415, 

2490. 

of Members to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 1826, 1828, 

2500, 2612. 
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ELECTION(S)— (concZd.) 

Question re — 

of Chairman of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2390-91. 

of Indian members to the Legislative Council in- Fiji. 530-31. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Lancelot Graham re expenses of candi- 

dates for — - to the Legislative Assembly. 155-65. 

electric and water charges— 

Question re staff employed on the assessment and collection of in Delhi. 

977-78. 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING— 

Question re economy and safety in and power supply. 1608. 

ELECTRIC SUPPLY— 

Question re — 

Dangers in connection with . 28. 

Economy and safety of . 1940-41. 

ELECTRICAL BRANCH— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in the , Agent’s office, North-Western 

Railway. 975. 

ELECTRICIAN (S)— 

Question re appointment of Lillooah apprentices as and train examiners. 

1518. 

ELECTRinCATlON— 

Question re costly scheme on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1935-36. 

ELWIN, FATHER— 

Question re — 

Deportation from the North-West Frontier Province of . 357, 529. 

Expulsion of from the North-West Frontier Province. 546-47. 

EMBANKMENT AND DRAINAGE WORKS, IRRIGATION, NAVIGATION— 
Demand for Excess Grant. 026. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932. 

EMBEZZLEMENT— 

Question re arrest of Mr. W. A. Edge of the Public Works Department, Delhi, 
for alleged . 2717. 

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT - 

See. “ Equipment 

emergency powers ORDINANCE— 

Sec “ Ordinance (s) ”. 

emigraiion- 

Election of Members to the Standing Committee on . 1826, 1828, 2415, 2490. 

Question re facilities for to Brazil. 1311. 

• 

emigration— EXTERNATj— 

Demond for Grant. 2340. 

emigration— INTERNAL— , 

E>emand for Grant. 2389. 
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EMPLOYEE(S)— 

Qiiejstion re — 

Alleged injustices to Muslim on the East Indian Bailway. 2362. 

Condonation of break in service of State Railway . 808-09, 

Cuts in pay of railway . 1633. 

Cuts in salaries of Railway . 809. 

Decrease of Muslim in the Home Department. 1697. 

Deduction for Provident Fund from the earnings of piece-rated of the 

Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2545. 

Deduction from pay of piece-rated — — of the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta. 2221-23. 

Deductions from pay of industrial of the East Indian Railway Press. 

2219. 

Discharge of superannuated railway . 1587. 

Discontinuance of the capitation grant for education of railway . 1927. 

Education of the children of press in Delhi. 2550. 

Education of the children of railway — — at Gorakhpur. 1526-27. 

discharged form the Customs Department, Karachi. 51. 

of the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2014. 

retrenched on the North-Western Railway. 1598. 

Free passes for children of railway . 654. 

Tndebtedn^s among Railway , 880-81. 

Instructions issued by the Railway Board re criteria to be observed in discharge 
of Railway . 1700-01. 

Medical certificates required from the North-Western Railway . 2399. 

Medical examination of Railway on the North-Western Railway. 826. 

Medical treatment of — — on the North-Western Railway. 2399. 

Passes issued to lady on railway. 2400-01. 

Provision for Railway failing in the medical examination on the North- 

Western Railway. 826. 

Provision of facilities for recreation, etc., of press in New Delhi. 2551-52. 

Quarters of press in New Delhi. 2551. 

Refund to— ^ — of the Posts and Telegraphs Department of deductions from 
their salaries. 2350. 

Rent of cjuarters of of the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2544. 

Ten per cent, cut in earnings of piece-rated of the Government of India 

Press, New Delhi. 2544. 

Termination of the services of certain on the Bombay, Barcnla and 

Central India Railway. 2024 , 2025. 

Terms of discharge of railway . 2363. 

Third class accommodation provided for Secretariat — moving to Simla from 
New Delhi. 2554. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re Schools for children cf 
Railway at Gorakhpur. 2854. 

EMPLOYERS AND WORKMEN (DISPUTES) REPEALING BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

ENCROACHMENT— 

Question re on adjoining land of houses in Benares Cantonment. 1595-90. 

ENFRANCHISEMENT— 

Question re percentage of education and proportion of 


. 651 . 
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ENGINBER(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Indian Service of . 610. 

Communities of in State Railways, 2474. 

Communities of in the Telegraph Endearing Service. 2475. 

Excess of Civil on the East Indian Railway. 2407. 

Qualifications and communities of in each province. 2474. 

Qualifications and communities of in State Railways. 2473. 

Qualifications and communities of in the Military Engineering Service. 

2473. 

Qualifications of of the Supplementary Reserve and Territorial Army. 

2473. 

Termination of the services of temporary on State Railways. 810-11. 

Training of Marine . 2582. 

ENGINEERING— 

Question re — 

Candidates granted scholarships for training in Marine . 2584. 

Scholarships granted for the training of Indians in Marine . 2580. 

Training of Indians in Marine . 2585. 

ENGINEERING APPRENTICES— 

Question re publication of notifications re selection of . • 1135. 

ENGINEERING BRANCH(ES)— 

Question re — 

Candidates appointed to the Superior Telegraph and Posts and Telegraplis 

Department. 2716-17. 

Recruitment to the subordinate of the Telegraph Department. 2599-2600. 

ENGINEERING CORPS— 

Question re distinction in pension conditions between the IndiiAi Army Service 
Corps and the Military . 1928-29. 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT - 
Question re — 

Number ol Officers in the Civil , East Indian Raihi’ay. 2105-0C5. 

Number of Officers in the Mechanical , East Indian Railw’ay. 2400. 

Pi’omotion of lower subordinate Staff in the of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 823. 

Promotion ol subordinates in the Civil— — and Traffic Departments, East 
Indian Railway. 2407. 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATIONS— 

Question re — 

held in India. 2474. 

Standard of qualification of in London and in India. 2474-75. 

ENGINEERING SERVTCE(S)— 

Question re — 

Communities of Engineers in the Telegraph . 2475. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Military , Presidency and Assam District. 

2477-78. • 

Qualifications aiul eomniiinities of Engineers in the Military . 2473. 

Revision of the scale of pay of the local and traffic service. 2395. 

KNOrNEERING SUBORDINATE STAFF— 

Question re daily allowance of of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 710. 
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ENGINEEEING STJPEBVISOBS— 

Question re memorials from , Telegraphs. 1609-10. 

ENGINEEBING WOBKSHOPS— 

Question re retrenchment in the Moradabad . 2406. 

ENGLAND— 

Question re — 

Gold in the currency reserves in India and — , 63-64. 

Promotion of Indian printers trained in . 2380-81. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re expenditure incurred on 
certain soldiers returning to — ' — . 1704. 

ENGLISH— 

Question re proportion of and Indian officer instructors in the new Indian 

Sandhurst. 1930. 

ENGLISH MAIL— 

See “ Mail 

ENVELOPES— 

Question re nine-pie postcards and sixteen-pie . 662. 

EQUIPMENT— 

Question re purchase of emergency by the North-Western Bailway Medical 

Department. 1516-16. 

EBODE— 

Question re contract for the conveyance of mails between — w- and Satyaman- 
galam. 1219-20. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Byan re contract for the conveyance of 
mails between and Satyamangalam. 2968. 

ESTABLISHMENT BBANCHES— 

Question re higher grades in of Headquarters and Division Superintendents* 

Offices on the North-Western Bailway. 2402. 

ESTABLISHMENT CLEBK(S)— 

See “ Clerk(8) ”. 

ESTABLISHMENT OFFICEB(S)— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. B. Bau re — — on the Eastern Bengal 
Bailway. 2617. 

See also “ Officer (s) ”. 

ESTABLISHMENT SECTION— 

Question re communal composition of the and cash section of the Army 

Department. 2372-73. 

BUBOPEAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Education of and Indian girls in Fiji. 531. 

Institutes for and Indian staff on the Bengal and North-Western Bail- 
way. 1529-30. • 

Proportion of to Indian officers retrenched in Central Departments. 42. 

Batio of , Anglo-Indian and Indian Time Keepers in the Public Worlds, 

Enfpneeriiig Department. 639-40. 

Recruitment of Indians and to the Indian Civil Service and Indian PpHce 

Service. 25.27. 
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eubopean OIBCULAB— 

See “ Circular ”, 

EUROPEAN OFFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Promotion of a on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1009-70. 

Recruitment of certain for Rates and Claims work in the Great Indian , 

Peninsula Railway. 1060. 

EUROPEAN SOLOIERS— 

See “ Soldicr(s) 

EXAMINATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the lowest selection {»rade in. the Post Office. 1943-44, 20o9. 

Ago for entrance — ^ — for Sandhurst. 1931. 

Alleged grant of certificates to ineligible candidates to appear at in Ajmer 

375-76. 

Alleged racial discrimination in the Medical of lady passengers embarking 

at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2758-79. 

Cambridge University . 2472-73. 

Candidates for an held by the Controller of Railway Accounts. 1672. 

Competitive, — — for accountants. 711. 

Engineering held in India. 2474. 

for appointment of inspectors and Head Clerks of Post Offices. 194*1. 

of accounts for income-tax assessment. 6'48-49. 

of apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 2223-24. 

Expenditure incurred in conducting the lowest selection grade in the Post 

Office. 2660. 

^ledical of railway employees on the North-Western Railway. 826. 

Provision for railway employees failing in the Medical on the North- 

Western Railway. 826. 

Railway Accounts . 973-71. *. 

Re of certain travelling fieket inspectors. 2094-95. 

Re of travelling licket examiners. 2209. 

Standard of qualifications of Engineering in London and in India. 2474 

75. 

Success of candidates in Subordinate Accounts Service . 1940. 

Statement (laid on the table) by ]\rr. G. ]\r. Young re medical of lady 

passengers embarking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2912. 

Statement (laid on the table) re of accounts in the Income-tax Department, 

Bombay. 1263. 

EXCAVATION(S)— 

Question re salary of the Offier-in-charge of the Mohenjodaro and retrench- 

ment of his staff. 61-62. 

excess fares— 

See “ Fare(8) 

EXCHANGE— 

Question re currency and policy of the Government. 646. 

Resolution re stabilisation of and prices. 828-43. 

excise department— 

Question re income and expenditure of the Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 
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EXCISE BEVENXTE— 

Question re collected by the Local Administration in Ajmer-Merawara. 

2380. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCILr— 

Demand for Grant. 1952. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Avoidance of Income-tax. 2096-2118. 

Constitutional issue. 1952-85. 

Improper interference by the Secretary of State in the financial affairs of 
India. 2194-99. 

Indianisation of the Army. 2118-44. 

Lack of supervision over the coal transactions of railways. 2155-72. 
Betrenchment. 2025-83. 

Boyal Commission on Labour. 2145-55. 

Separation of Burma from India. 2173-93. , 

Question re retrenchment of one IVIember of the . 56-57. 

See also “ Buling(s) ”. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCILLOB(S)— 

Question re scale of salaries for the Governor, — and Ministers in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 552-55. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Action taken under section 25 of the Cantonments Act by the , Ambala 

Cttitonmeikt. 749. 

in Indian cantonments. 750. 

Prosecutions instituted by the , Sialkot Cantonment. 1593-94. 

Befusal of the , Lahore Cantonment Boar?, to convene a special meeting 

of the Board. 743-44. 

Statement (laid on the table) by* Mr. G. M. Young re prosecutions instituted by 
the , Sialkot Cantonment. 2615. 

EXODUS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Simla . 48. 

Additional water supply necessary in Delhi in case of stoppage of the Simla 
. 40. 

EXPENDITURE— 

Question re — 

from Central Revenues on provincial subjects. 2580. 

incurred in ccmducting the lowest selection grade examination in the post 

office. 2660. 

-.incurred on transferring prisoners from Delhi to Multan. 1225. 

involved in moving the 1st Battalion, the Rifle Brigade. 46-47. 

on the office of the Railway Conference Association. 626. 

on the Watch and Ward Department on Railways. 626. 

Income and ^from Customs and Administration of Karachi and income-tax in 

Sind. 358-69. 

Income and of the Excise Department, Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 

Retrenchment in military. 2010. 

Statement (laid i*n the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re incurred on certain 

soldiers returning to England. 1704. 
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EXPENDITURE IN ENGLAND— HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA— 
Demand for Grant. 2343. 

expenditure IN ENGLAND—SECRETARY OF STATE— 

Demand for Grant. 2348. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 935. 

EXPENDITURE ON RETRENCHED PERSONNEL CHARGED TO CAPITAL— 
Demand for Grant. 2345. 

EXPENDITURE ON RETRENCHED PERSONNEL CHARGED TO REVENUE— 
Demand for Grant. 2341. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE— 

Question rc work of the Railway Retrenchment Sub-Committee and the—. 
361. 

EXPORT(S)— 

Question re — 

from and impt)rt into India of "old. 531-32. 

of "ol<J from India. 646, 1505-06. 

of Kurkutch salt from Karachi to Calcutta. 1136. 

of salt to Calcutta fronj Karachi. 707. 

Value of imports and of India and Burma. 645-46. 

EXPORT DUTY(IES)— 

(}uesti<m rc revenue derived from hides and skins . 641 -42-. 

EXPORT TRADE— 

Question re decline in the of hides and skins. 2907-08. 

EXPRESS(ES)— 

Question re discontinuance of a through carriage on an East Indian Railway 
2216-17. 

EXPULSION— 

Question rc — 

of certain citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 2212-13. 

of Father Ehvin from the North-West Frontier Province. 54*6-47. 

EXTEN8ION(S)— 

Question re — 

granted to superannuated officers in the Income-tax Department, Bombay 

Presidency. 1258-59. 

Grant of to superannuated officers. 1258. 

EXTRAORDINARY RECEIPTS— 

Question re of the Government of India. 2560. 


P 


FACTORYHES)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of apprentiees trained in Ordnance . 1261. 

Apprenticeship training in Ordnance . 1949. 

•Apprenticeship training in the Rifle at Ishapore. 1260-61, 1262, 1948-49. 

Certificates granted to 'apprentices in Ordnance—. 126l4r 
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— (concld.) » 

QueSiiipii • t6 — (concld,) 

Ooni^ercial Audit in Government . 1933-34. 

Erection of a at Bombay for the manufacture of the vegetable ghee. 46. 

Examination of apprentices in the Rifle at Ishapore. 2223-24. 

Petition from apprentices in the Rifle at Ishapore. 2224. 

Rights and privilege of existing apprentices at the Rifle , Ishapore. 1261. 

Standard of training of apprentices in the Rifle , Ishapore. 1261. 

Training of apprentices in Ordnance . 314-45. 

Training of apprentices in the Rifle at Ishapore. 2386. 

Training of apprentices of the Rifle ^ — — at Ishapui.©. 2600-01. 

Vocational training in Ordnance and Clothing . 1261. 

FAIR(S)— 

Question re organisation of an Indian Industries . 109. 

FAKIR(S)— 

Question re recovery of fares from Sadhus and travelling without tickets. 

619. 

FAMILY AND DISABILITY PENSIOX(S)— 

Question rc arrears of . 640-41. 

FAMILY PASS RULES— 

Sec “ Pass(ea) 

FAIMILY PENSION (S)— 

Question rc — 

of non-combatants. 638-39. 

refused for syces killed on military service. 638. 

See also “ Pension (s) 

FAMILY TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE (Si— 

See “ Allowance(a) 

FAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Discrimination in the i^rovislon of in jails. 2476-77. 

Provision of for prisoners in the Central Jail, Multan. 1622. 

FARE(S)— 

Question rc — 

Excess collected by Travelling Ticket Examiners. 999. 

Foregoing excess on the East Indian Railway. 816-17. 

Loss of excess receipt book. 2210. 

Recovery of from Sadhtis and Fakirs travelling without tickets. 619. 

Refunds in respect of excess ■= recovered. 2210. 

FARIDPUR— 

Question re construction of a railway station at . 347. 

FARM(S)— 

Question re criticisms of the Dehli Sewage , 540-41.. 

FAVOURITISM— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

in the railways. 14.36-46. 
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EhZklj HAQ PIRACHA, SHAIKH— 

Question re — 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners and of guards and drivers. 1937-88. 

Appeals of travelling ticket inspectors to the Secretary, Railway Board/ 
1938-39. 

Appointment of Mussalmans to the Income-tax Department. 633. 

House rent allowances to duftries and peons. 1624, 

Moody- Ward and Crew systems of ticket checking. 1937. 

Mussalman Income-tax Officers and clerks in the Income-tax Department. 
632. 

Passenger traffic receipts in the East Indian Railway. 1940. 

Posts of ticket collectors on the East Indian Railway promoted to travelling 
ticket examiners. 1940. 

Reduction in the salary of travelling ticket checkers on the East Indian Rail- 
way. 1939. 

Retrenchment of Mussalman employees on the North-Western Railway. 656. 
Retrenchment of the employees of the North-Western Railway. 655-56. 
Ticket checking system on the East Indian Railway. 1939-40. 

FAZL-I-HUSSAIN, THE HONOURABLE KHAN BAHADUR MIAN SIR— 
Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2975,-77, 2978. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ** re — 

Retrenchment. 2066-69. 

Statement re South Africa. 3013-14. 

EBDERATION(S)— 

Question re non-issue of railway passes to the representative of the All-India 
Railway men’s . 1526. 

rEE(S)— 

Question re — 

charged from visitors to steamers. 2015. 

Return of deposited by applicants under the Indian Income-tax Act 

•1590-91. 

Sunday penalty collected and method of their distribution. 2588-89. 

Statement(s) (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re return 
of deposited by applicants under the Indian Income-tax Act. 2414. 

PEES FUND— 

Question re principles for grants out of the Sunday Penalty . 2589. 

FEMALE- 

Question rc military pensioners. 638. 

female education— 

Question re — — in centrally administered areas in British India. 988. 

female travellers— 

Queetion re checkin); of tickets of . 621. 

ferozepore— 

Question re house scavenging tax in Cantonment. 30. 
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FIJI— 

Question re — 

AppoiniBoent of an Indian Agent in — - in place of the Seevetairy for Indian 

Afhw. 6ai.. 

Education of European and Indian girls in . 531. 

Education of Indians in — 1237-38, 

Election of Indian members to- the Legislative Council in — . 5d0>>dl. 
riLE(S)— 

Question re disposal of in the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax 

Bengal. 366-67. 

FILM(S)— 

Question re false cinema shown in India. 363. 

FILTERED WATER— 

See “ Water 

riNANCE(S)— 

Question re management of the of the Municipal Board, Ajmer. 2361.. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 926. 

Demand for Grant. 233.'i. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Under Secretary in the . 1240-51. 

Employment of a Hindu stenographer in the . 1252-53. 

Employment of Muslims in the . 1245-49, 1251-52. 

Non-employment of Muslim stenographers in th^ . 1253-54. 

Retrenchment in the . 1611. 

Sikh and Muslim clerks in the . 1252. 

FINANCE fSUPPLEAFENT.XRY AND EXTENDING) AAfENDMENT BTIJv— 
See “ fudian ” under “ Bill(s) 

FINANCIAL AID— 

Question re grant of to Provinces. 2582. 

FINANCIAL A P VI SEE (S)— 

Question re recruitment of Assistj'.nt from the Military Accounts Depart- 

ment. 2010. 

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS— , 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” rc — 

Improper interference bv the Secretary of State in the of India. * 2101 - 

09. 


FINANCIAL COAIAFTSSIONER. RAILWAYS— 

Question re Alnslim clerks in offices under the control of the . 1699. 

« 

FINANCIAL CONDITION— 

Question re acut^ of Indian labourers in South Africa and Malaya. 3or.. 

FINANCIAL OFFICERS— 

Question re ‘^taff and on State Railways. 1672. 
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financial QUESTION(S)— 

Meport Oft arising out of the proposed separation o£ Burma from India., 

8014.26. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Qeorge Schuster re report 

on the Hofward'Nixon Memorandum re arising out of the separation ofr 

Burma from India. 2224-29. 

financial RELATION(S)— 

Question re between the Central Government and the Provinces. 2718. 

FINANCIAL RELATIONS, ECONOMIC ANIV- 

Question rc report on between British India and Indian States. 41. 

FI7^E(S)— 

Question re — 

Delay in release of a prisoner after payment of a . 1663. 

Tn^icticn of imprisonment and under recent Ordinances. 439. 

FINE FTTND(S)— 

Question »6 utilisation of on railways. 653. 

FIREMAN(EN)— 

Question re — 

pK'mction of etc., on the North Western Railway. 2202-03, 

Recruitment of boy on the North-Western Railway. 995. 

FIRM(S)— 

Question re — 

Income and working expenses of Banks and^ 649-50. 

Negotiations with a foreign bv Messrs. Tatas for erection of a sheet mill.. 

1230. 

Registration of Partnership under the Income-tax Act. 2657. 


FLAG(S)— 

Question re — 

Arrest of a shopkeeper for flying the Congress . 2565. 

permitted to he flown in India. 550. 

FLOATING DEBT— 

See “ Debt 

FLOGGING— 

Question re of political prisoners in the North West Frontier Province. 49-50.. 

FLOOD (S)— 

Question re loss by caused to postal employees in Eastern Bengal. 714-15.. 

FLY NUISANCE— 

Question re in New Delhi. 882. 

FOOD— 

Question re — 

Allegations rc the quality of supplied to prisoners. 64. 

Insufficient and blankets for prisoners in the North-Weet Frontier Prov- 

ince. 333. 

« 

VOBEIGN POLITICAL DKPAHTMENT— 

Lpjnand for Grout. 2290-2314. 
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FOEBIGN MAIIi— 

Question re allowance for staff engaged in sorting in Calcutta. 1944-45. 

FOEBIGN NEWSPAPEE(S)— 

Question re censorship of news sent to . 2559; 

See also “ Newspaper (s) 

FOEBIGN BELATIONS BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”, 

FOEBIGN EELATIONS OEDINANCE— 

See “ Ordinance (s) ”. 

FOEBIGN SALT— 

See ” Salt ”, 

iFOEEjVrAN(EN)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indians as , etc., in Military Workshops, etc. 2400. 

Appointment of Indians as Shop , etc. 2402. 

FOEEST— 

Demand for Grant. 2268. 

FOEEST CAPITAL OUTLAY— 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

FOEFEITUEE. 

Question re of Military pensions for participation in political activities. 657. 

FOUNTAIN(S)— 

Question re maintenance of parks and adjacent to the Imperial Secretariat 

Buildings. 2204. 

FOX, Mr. H. B.— 

Election of to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 2490. 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Question rer— 

Appointment of Deputy Directors General, Posts and Telegraphs. 2475-76. 
Beductions of appointments of Assistant Directors General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs. 2475. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour BilP— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2984-86, 2990, 2994, 2997. 

FEANCHISE COMMITTEE(S)— 

Question re formation of -of the Central Legislature. 875. 

FEEIGHT(S)— 

Question re — 

Excess charged to traders by certain railways. 1228. 

rates on the Bengal Nagpur Eailway. 1228, 1229. 

Surcharge on coal . 50. 


FEENCIl, Mr. T. C.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 420-22, 427. 
Besolution re recent Ordinances. 240-41. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


89 


fBONTJER(S)— 

Question re — 

Members of the Keforms Advisory Committee. 556. 

Substitution of Air Force Units for Army Units in the defence of the — — . 
2657-59. 

fuel— 

Question rc retention of a lar^o and expensive stalT on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 1930-37. 

FUNO(S)— 

Question rc — 

Age limit for appointment of Cantonment Employees. 753-54. 

Alleged objectionable methods in search for Congress adopted by the 

P»)lico Inspector, Ajmer. 2568. 

Amount of grant-in-aid made to the education of the jMiinicipal Board, 

Ajmer. 375. 

Principles for grants out of the Sunday Penalty Fees . 2589. 

Seizure oF Congress . 360. 

Utilisation of tine on railways. 653. 


a 


CAJjTAKOT— 

Question rr construction of railway lines between Dobad or Rntlam and 
358. 


GAriVAXTSKD TROX— 

Sec “ Iron 

GALVANISED CORRUGATED STIEET(S)— 

Question re nianufncture of by the Tala Iron and Steel Company. 821. 

Sf’C also “ Sheets ”. 


GANDTTT— 

Motion for .\djoiirmiient rc — 

Arrest and internment of Mahatma . 72-73, 104. 

Unsatisfaetory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Reforms with Arahatimi in Jail. 2785-88 and 2829-47. 

Question re — 

Representation from religious leaders for the release of Mahatma . 550-51. 

Rumoured release of Afr. . 357. 

Violation by tln^ Congress of the Irwin Pact. 969. 

flANinil ASTIRAAI— 

l^uestiori rc auction of private . property in the at Hatiindi. 2565. 

GARREN(S)— 

Question re — 

Construction ot oilices in the of the Lansdowne Institute, Rawalpindi. 

1.594-9.5. 

Disppi-sal of a ineotin>; in tlie Queeir’s . Delhi and. arrest of Mufti Qifava- 

tullah. 2470-71. 

gate AELOWANCd'^S— 

Set ‘‘ Allowance (s) ”. 
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OATE-KEEPER(S)— 

Question re iion-eniployment of Siklis as at Army Headquarters. 1675. 

GAZETTED SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Tiower on State Railways. 811. 

Paucity of Muslims in the lower of the North-Western Railway. 1598, 

GENERAL BUDGET— 

See “ Budget/General 

GENERAL POST OFFICE(S)— 

Question re Anglo-Inditti women retained in officiating vacancies in the Madras 
. 683-34. 

GENERAL PROVIDENT PUN1>— 

Question re withdrawals from the for investment in sterling insurance 

policies. 327-28. 

See also “ Provident Fund **. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY— 

Demand for Grant. 2337. 

Question re retrenchment in the staff of of India. 355. 

GHAZTABAD— 

Question re pay of Anglo-Indian and Indian Assistant Station Masters at Delhi 
and — 825. 

GHEE— 

See ** Vegetable Ghee **. 

GHUZNAVI, Mr. A. H.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 415, 417, 426, 420. 

Eiection of to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1319. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Conamittee for Railways. 2612. 

Expressions of regret on the death of the Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad 
Shafi. 19. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1791-93. 

General Discusaion of the Railway Budget. 1282-85, 1307. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council *’ re — 

Lack of supervision over the coal transactions of railways. 2155-56, 21C0- 
65, 2167, 2168, 2172. 

Rail^vay Board re — 

Favouritism in the railways. 1436. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1545. 

Point of order raised by Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer as to whether an Honourable 
Member who is directly and personally concerned with the affairs of a con- 
tracting firm is entitled to take part in a debate concerning it. 2158, 2159. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 234, 244, 255 , 279, 305. 

GIDNEY, Lieut. -Colonel Sir HENRY — • 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1869. 

Election of to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 2729. • 

Election of to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 2*400. 
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OIDNEY, Libut.-Colonel Sir HENRY— (contd.) 

Expressions of regret by on the death of Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3039^ 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1757-64. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1273-77. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2452, 2453. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy effected by Government under Customs. 2242-45. 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Constitutional issue. 1963-68. 

Retrenchment. 2058, 2060-66, 2071. 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Favouritism in the railways. 1437-38, 1444, 1445. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1478-81, 
1503, 1555. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 140.5-15, 1420, 1423, 1427. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1338-41, 1342, 
1363, 1364. 

Gath of Office. 211. 

Question re — • 

Accelerated promotion for officers of the Indian Medical Department. 881-82. 
Adjustment of communal inequalities in the Indian Medical Service. 970. 
Condonation of break in service of State Railway Employees. 808-09. 

Contracts for unloading and stacking coal on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 1934-35. 

Conversion of pensions of members of the Indian Medical Department drawn 
abroad. 1128-30. 

Costly electrification scheme on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1935-36. 
Cuts in salaries of railway employees. 809. 

Distinction in pension conditions between the Indian Army Service Corps and 
the Military Engineering Corpr. 1928-29. 

Emoluments of matrons and nurses in British Family Hospitals. 973. 

Fly nuisance in New Delhi. 882. 

Idle locomotives of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1935. 

Indebtedness among railway employees. 880-81. 

Ineffectiveness of the crew system of railw'ay ticket checking. 1936. 

Lower gazetted service on State Railw’^ays. 811. 

Maintenance of communal proportions in Departments in connection with 
retrenchment. 1126-27. 

Mortality and sickness in the British Army in India. 971-72. 

Nursing sisters in British Family Hospitals. 972-73. 

Pay and allo\vances of the Indian staff of the office of the High Commissioner 
for India. 970-71. 

Payment of pensions of members of the Indian Medical Department in rupees 
or pounds. 1127-28. 

Re-amalgamation, of the Commercial and Transpoiiation Departments of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Raihvay. 1937. 

Retention of a large and txpensive fuel staff on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 1936-37. 

Retrenchment of officials on State Railways nearing the age of superannuation. 
2354-55. . 

Revised rates of pay of Government servants. 809-10. 

^Termination of the services of temporary Engineers on State Railw^ays. 810-11. 
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GIDNEY, Lieut.-Colonel Sib HENRY — (concld.) 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners. 2867, 2868. 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners and of guards and drivers. 1938. 
Appointment of ticket collectors. 2205, 2206. 

Avoidance of break in service of railway officials retrenched and re-employed 
360. ■ 

Complaint of official interference in the management of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway Employee’s Co-oporativo Society. 1072-78. 

Discharge of superannuated railway employees. 1587. 

Dumping of rubbish outside the Turkman and Delhi Gates. 1259. 
Employment of Hindus on the North-Weateni Railway. 903-94. 

Expulsion of certain citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 2212-13. 

Foregoing excess fares on the East Indian Railway. 816. 

Indian Christians employed on railways. 1241. 

Memorials withlield by the Railway Board. 1586. 

IVroody-AA'ard system of ticket checking. 908-90. 

Payment of disability pensions for Military service. 2904-06. 

Percentage of appointments held by Indian Christians on the South Indian 
Railway. 561. 

Promotion of a European officer on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
1060-70. 

Railway Court of Enquiry. 1585. 

Recruitment of certain European officers for Rates and Claims work in the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1060. 

Reduction of travelling and other allowances of Members of the Legislature. 
2591. 

Registering of Indian Medical Practitioner.s. 982-88. 

Revised cadres and promotion of subordinates in certain Departments of llie 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1068. 

Supersession of certain officei*s on the North-Western Railway. 1599, 1606. 

Supersession of (iertain subordinates in tho Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1064-65. 

Systems of railway ticket checking. 2208, 2209. 

Ticket checking on ]\rain and Branch Lines. 2211. 

Ticket checking system on the East Indian Railway. 1939. 

Resolution re — 

Appointment of a committee on education. 8.37-61, 874. 

Recent Ordinances. 212, 226, 227, 287-91. 

GIRLS’ SCHOOL^S)— 

See “ School (s) 

GOLD— 

Question re — 

Export of from India. 646, 1505-06. 

Flight of from India. 368. 

exported from and imported into India. 581-82. 

ill the Currency Reserves in India and England. 

Purchase of by operators in Bombay. ltJ62. 

Transactions in of the Government of India. 1879-80. 

GOODS— 

Question re charges for on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1225-26r 
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goods CLEEK(S)-- 

Question re age of Babu Khiiahi Mohamed, late Chief , North-Western Bail- 

way, forced to retire. 2784. 

goods SHED(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged racial discrimination in punishments in the Howrah , 2782. 

Allowances of the staff of the Howrah . 2782. ' 

Dissatisfaction amongst Railway Staff of the Howrah . 878. 

Grievances of railway staff of the Howrah . 878-79, 2781. 

Railway passes granted to staff of the Howrah compelled to go on leave 

on half pay. 2782. 

Staff of the Howrah compelled to go on leave on half pay. 2781. 

GORAKHPUR— 

Question re — 

Education of the children of railway employees at . 1526-27. 

Pressure on railway subordinates to vote for a municipal candidate at . 

1625. 

Recruitment and promotions in the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
workshops at . 1530-31. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Rau, re schools for children of 
railway employees at . 2854. 

GOUR. Sm HART STNGH— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1106-13. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 678-80. 

Motion to consider. 1867-74, 1875, 1876, 1882. 

Child ATarriage Restraint (Repealing) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 942. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Foreign and Political Department. 2293-94. 
Expressions of regret on the death of the Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad 
Shaft. 14-15. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1773-76. 

Hindu Inheritance (.\mendinent) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 941. 

Hindu INFarriagoR Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 485. 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to re-circulate. 739. 

Motion to re-circulate. 944, 951. 

Hindu Widow’s’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 99-102, 444, 448, 459, 464, 465. 
Inrlian Income-tax (Ainendrrent) Bill — 

Motion for Ie.4vc to introduce. 939. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 188, 189. 

Indian Partnership Bill — * 

Motion to consider. 806. 

Consideration of clause 30. 889. 

Cionsideration of clause 32. 897-900. 

Motion for adjournment rc publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 
669-60. 
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GOUB, SIE HARI SINGH— (cowcW.) 

Metiea re ^«o4ion o£ tiae Staodii^ FinMtoe Coaunittee^ 1815<18. 

Motion to reduce Demand for-^ 

“ Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy effected by Government under Customs. 2256-58, 2263 
2264. 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

AvoidAnce of Income-tax* 2107-10. 

Constitutional issue. 1952-60, 1964, 1984-85. 

Lack of supervision over the coal transactions of the railways. 2168. 
Separation of Burma from India. 2182-84, 2191. 

** Bailwfi^ Board *’ re — 

Future of the Bailway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1550-58. 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 378. 

Obstructions of Members entering the Assembly Chamber. 1079. 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the hospitals for British and Indian troops at Kamptee. 103.. 
Export of gold from India. 1505-06. 

Future action in regard to the Ordinances. 1505. 

Hospitals for British and Indian troops at Kamptee. 107-08. 

Hospitals for British and Indian troops in Military Stations. 109. 

Lawrence Schools in India. 110. 

Organisation of an Indian Industries Fair. 109. 

Else in rupee securities. 1506. 

Schools for the children of British soldiers. 110-11. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Administrative position of Berar in relation to constitutional reform. 48. 
Destruction of insufficiently stamped postcards. 87, 38. 

Bailw’ay saloons provided for railway officials. 32. ^ 

Becruitment of Indians and Europeans to the Indian Civil Service and Indian 
Police Service. 27. 

Staff of ‘the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of contributions 
made by different nations. 350. 

Status of India as a Member of the League of Nations. 887. 

Besolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 125-29, 141, 148-51. 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 686-89, 696, 597 , 698. 

Becent Ordinances. 212-17, .219, 264, 318-21. 

GOVEBNMENT(S)— 

Question re currency and exchange policy of the . 646. 

GOVERNMENT BUILDING(S)-- 
See “ Build ing(s) 

GOVERNMENT CENTRAL GIRLS’ SCHOOL— 

See “ School(s) **. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Office hours in . 974. 

Recruitment of Muslims to . 2t383-84. 

Selection of men for retrenchment- in — — . 1610-11. 
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OOVERNIMENT HIGH SCHOOL(S)— 

See “ School (s) 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAH— 

Question re resolution of the on the shooting at the Hijli detention camp. 

1221-23. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA-- 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs *’ re — 

Insufficient economy affectc'd by under Customs. 2232-66. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indian Christians in Departments. 1608-09. 

Cuts in low pays in the Local Government and . 2350. 

“Extraordinary Receipts’* of the . 2560. 

Floating debt of the . 1064. 

Grant of advance increments or special pay to Muslims in the offices. 

2783-84. 

Number of Secretar’es, Deputy Secretaries, etc., in the — — Departments. 
57. 

Posts with special pay in the held by non-Muslims. 2782-83. 

Purchase of lathiea by the . 337. 

Recruitment of minor communities in Departments. 1609. 

Retirement of officers in Departments. 35-36. 

Taxes and duties imposed by the ' — and Budget surpluses and deficits. 
2908-09. 

Transactions in gold ol the . 1379-80. 

Travelling allowances of inferior servants of the . 1319. 

See also “ Central Government ”. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re appointment of Miissalinans to . 111. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a ^fusliin as Accountant and Cashier, , New Delhi. 2404- 

05. 

Appointment of Muslims peons in the , New Delhi. 2404. 

Appointment of Muslims as copyholders in the , New Delhi. 2403-04. 

Appointment of Muslims to the , New Delhi. 2404-05. 

■Carelessness of a head clerk in the , Aligarh. 1663. 

Deduction from pay of piece-rated employees of the , Calcutta. 2221-23. 

Deduction for Provident Fund from the earnings of piece-rated employees of 

the , New Delhi. 2545. 

Grievances of Muslims in the , New Delhi. 2405. 

T^ack of heating arrangements in the , New Delhi. 2552. 

Lack of water taps in the , New Delhi. 2552. 

Arachinery lost in the , Aligarh. 1617. 

Paucity of Sikhs employed in the , Simla and New Delhi. 1671. 

Qualifications of the Officiating Assistant IManagers of the Simla and Aligarh 
. 2381. • 

Redress of communal inequalities in the , New Delhi. 2404. 

Rent-free quarters to the Officiating Assistant ^Fanager, , Aligarh. 2381. 

^•Retrenchment in the — — Aligarh. 1617-18. 

See also “ Press(es) **. 
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GOVEENMENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT— 

See “ Sooretariat 

GOVERNMENT OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in . 983-85. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Upper Division in certain . 822. 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORK— 

See “ Printinpr Work **. 

GOVERNMENT QUARTERS— 

See “ Quarter (s) 

GOVERNMENT S(3HOOL(S)— 

Question re frrants-in-aid admissible to . C7. 

See also “ School (a) **. 

GOVERNMENT SERVANT (S)— 

Question re — 

Departmental punishment of . 2720. 

Income from increased income-tax on salaries of . 327. 

Revised rates of pay of . 800-10. 

Revision of scales of pay of . 330. 

Status as of the teachem in the Railway School at Tundla. 07. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar, re mur- 

dered in communal and political disturbances. 2102-00. 

GOVERNMENT SERVTCE(S)— 

Question re — 

Alle<»alions re non -appointment of Aluslims in . 074. 

Criteria for appointment of variou.s communities to . 2480. 

GOVERNOR (S)— 

Question re scale of salaries for the , Executive Councillors and ^finisters 

in the North-West Frontier Province. 552-55. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL— 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and — 

Appointing dates io" the presentation and discussion of the General Budget. 
1016-17. 

Appointing dates for the presentation and discussion of the Railwav Budget. 
1016. 

Appointing the Honourable Sir George Rainy to perform the functions assigned 
to the Finance Member on the occasion of the general discussion of the 
Railway Budget. 1017. 

Declaring certain heads of expenditure to be open to discussion by the Legis- 
lative Assembly when the Budget is under consideration. 1017. 

R/i the allotment of an additional day for the discussion of the Demands for 
Grantfl. 1865. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL. HIS EXCELLENCY, THE— 

Demand for Grant in respect of staff, household and allowances of the . 2289. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL, STAFF, HOUSEHOLD AND ALLOWANCES OF THE— 
Demand for Supplementary Grant. 933. 

GRADATION LIST- 

Question re in the Indian Stores Department. 1250-60. 
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■graham, Sir LANCELOT— 

Bengal Criminal T^aw Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to amen<l clause 1. 2086-87, 2088. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to oonsidor. 2900. 

Motion to pass. 2970. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of Council of State. 933. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2737, 2738. 

Consideration of edause 2 . 2800-03 , 2804, 2805 , 2810, 2812. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2820, 2821, 2882-83. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Trheritanco Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 96-98. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Presentation of the, Report of the Select Committee. 73. 

Motion to consider. 781-82, 700, 883-84. 

Consideration of clause 30. '880 , 891. 

Consideration of (!lause 32. 903. 

Consideration of clause 08. 017. 

Comsideratioii of Schedule I. 022-23. 

Motion to pass. 024. 

lyfotion to consider the amendments made by the Council of State. 2970. 
Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to consider, 2033-34. 

IMotion to postpone consideration. 20-19-.50. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2957. 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2960. 

Motion to pass. 2961, 2962. 

Resolution rc Chief Justices of High Courts. 148, 119. 

Statement (laid on the table) by re election expenses of candidates for 

election to the Legislative Assembly. 153’-65. 

GRAND TRUNK EXPRESS— 

Question re — 

Inconvenient timings of the . 548. 

Overcrowding and catering on the . 547. 

ORANT(S)— 

Question re — 

Discontinuance of the capitation for education of railway employees. 1927. 

— ^ of financial aid to Provinces. 2582. 

to Orissa and Sind. 2719. 

Principles for out of the Sunday Penalty Fees Fund. 2589. 

OllANT(S)-IN-AID— 

Question re — 

Amount of made to the education fund of the ^lunicipal Board, Ajmer. 

375. 

——admissible to Ooverijment schools. 67. 

for the Girls’ School in Saiigor Cantonment. 1932-33. 

“C^RASS FARM(S)t- 
Q^stion re — 

* Indian Overseers and ^fimshis in Military . 1602 

HunBhifi employed in Military . 1002. 
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GBAVEYAED— 

Quesi^ion re houses: built on the Muslim at Idgah Chand Baori, Ajmer. 

1256. 

GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY— 

See “ Railways 

GREAT WAR— 

See “ War 

GRIEVANCE(S)— 

Resolution ra— 

Appointment of a Committee to hear of retrenched officers. 843-50. 

of Muslim watermen on the North-Western Railway. 105-06. 

of railway staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 878-79. 

Orders in certain offices prohibiting subordinates from approaching Member.^ 
of the Legislature for redress of . 707. 

GROUND TROOPS— 

See “ Troop (s) 

GUARD(S)— 

Question re — 

Allowances and duties of on the North-Western Railway. 2384-85. 

Allowances of and ticket examiners. 615-10. 

Allowances of — — and ticket examiners on the East Indian Rfiilw ay. 
Allowances of travelling ticket examiners and of and drivers. lOOT-JlS^. 

Appointment of a as Janitor, Headquarters Office, North-Western Rail- 

way, 2392-93. 

Promotion of on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 926. 

Promotion of on the North-Western Railway. 2384. 

GUNJAL, Mr. N. R.— 

Demand for Grant in respect of Home Department. 2321. 

Election of to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1319. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1786, 2405-66. 

Motion to reduce demand for Grant rc Horne Department. 2819-50. 

Question re — 

Abolition of Range Offices at Dacca and Shillong. 713-14. 

Accommodation for clerks in the Audit Office, Bengal and North-Westem 
Railway. 1530. ' ^ 

Ages of w'orkmen superannuated on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 
.1527-28. 

Alleged “ Prejudicial Circular ” of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 715. 
Applications for appointment of tribunals under the Trade Disputes Act. 

Clerks maintained on the Frontier of Nepal in Bengal and North-Western 
Railway Stations. 1524-25. ^ 

Complaint about the treatment of subordinates at the Cawnpore Central 
Station. 718. 

Complaints about a waiting room for relieving staff attending the pistrift 
Traffic Superintendent’s Office, Calcutta. 716. 

Confirmation of Railway Accounts probationers. 717-18. 
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OIJNJAL, Mr. N. B. — (concld.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Cost of the Eastern Bengal Railway Supplement to the Indian State Railway 
Magazine. 1532. 

Cuts in pay of railway employees. 1583. 

Daily allowance of engineering subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way. 716. 

Discharge on the grounds of superannuation of a parcels clerk of Cawn- 
pore. 1000. 

Education of the children of railway employees at .Gorakhpur. 1526-27. 

Free railway passes on foreign railways. 715-16. 

Head post offices in districts. 712-13. 

Institutes for European and Indian staff on the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 1529-80. 

Latrine in menials* quarters. 715. 

Leave for subordinates of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1581. 
Loss by floods caused to postal employees in Eastern Bengal. 714-15. 
Markers employed in the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1530. 
Moody-Ward and Cre^^• systems of ticket cheeking. 1533. 

Non-issue of railway passes to the repi» seritative of the AH ’ India Railway- 
men’s Federation. 1526. 

Post offices in the M.ymensingh and Dacca districts. 713. 

Pressure on railwa.v subordinates to vote for a municipal candidate at Gorakh- 
pur. 1525. 

Publicity Department of the Eastern Bengal Railw’ay 1532. 

Quarters of the Eastern Bengal Railwa.v staff. 716-17. 

Recruitment and promotions in the Bengal and North-Western Railway work- 
shops at Gorakhpur. 1530-31. 

Recruitment of staff in State Raih\ay Accounts Offices. 717. 

Reduction of Simla house rent allowance. 2374. 

Report of tlie Railway Retrench.nent Sub-Commifteo. 1531. 

Report of the Royal Coinniission on Labour. 1528-29. 

Reported “ Ilnreasonablo .Action ” on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 715. 
Retrenchment of superior oftieers on State Railwa.ys. 1533-34. 

Retrenchment of the past of Superintendent of Post Offices at Dacca. 711-12. 
Separation of Audit and Accounts Departments ol State Railways. 1532. 
Working hours of tiie Bongnl and North-Western Railway staff. 1531. 

Resol 11 1 ion re — 

Appointment of a Committee to hear grievances of retrenched officers. 817. 
Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 583, 1215-16. 

Wire and Wire Nail Tndustrv (Protection) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 1. 1040. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill — 

^lotion to circulate. 1054, 1217. 

OWYNNE, Mb. C. W.— 

Oath cf Office. 13. 

OYMimANA CLU'B— 

Qmstion re advance of money bv Government to the Imperial , yea Delhi. 

661-62. 
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H 

HAIG, THE HONOURABLE Mr. H. G.— 

Oath of Office. 2777. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the re pay of duftries and 10 per cent, cut 

in their pay. 2852. 

HAKIM(S)-~ 

Question to Aviivvcdic dispensaries in Delhi and lack of Sikh or vaids. 

2571. 

HALLAND, Colonel — 

Question rc employment while on leave of , Senior Superintendent of Police, 

Delhi. 1126. 

HANDICRAFTS— 

Question re training of British soldiers in in India. 328. 

HARBANS SINGH BEAR, SIRDAR— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 2709-12. 

Demand for Grant in respect of Home Department. 2314-19. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 103. 

Motion for Adjournment re unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in 
regard to the expediting of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail. 2787, 
2829-30. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” rc — 

Indianisation of the Army. 2127-28, 2129. 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1841-45, 1.871. 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in Government offices. 983-85. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Indian Service of Engineers. 610. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the office of the Railway Board. 985. 

Arrest of Mr, W. A. Edge of the Public Works Department, Delhi, for alleged 
embezzlement. 2717. 

Censorship of press messages re proceedings of the Assembly. 1077-78. 

Rules for the recovery of rent® for Government buildings in Simla and Delhi. 
• 1001 - 02 . 

Supply of filtered water, lighting, etc., in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 2562-63. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Employment of Muslims in the Finance Department. 1246. 
Non-employment of Muslim stenographers in the Finance Department. 1254. 
Permanent location of the Se>cretariat in New Delhi, 1612. 

Removal of the North-West Frontier Crime Regulations. 1603. 

Resolution re Chief Justices of High Courts. 145-46. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 6. 2874-75. 

ft 
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HABBANS SINGH, SIBDAE— 

Question re cancellation of a passport granted to , a merchant of Sistan. 

1923. 

HABI BAJ SWABUP, BALA— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Beport. 1099. 

Question re — 

Allowances of guards and ticket examiners on the East Indian Railway. 998. 
Census enumeration of Christian and Muhammadan depressed classes. 1232. 
Effect of now currency policy. 363-64. 

Excess fares collected by travelling ticket examiners. 999. 

Expediting the e^stabliahment of the now constitution in India. 330-31. 

Flight of gold from India. 363. 

Military troops in towns and villages. 997. 

Moody-Ward systems of ticket checking. 998-99. 

Prices of wheat at Cawnpore and Eyall|.ur. .536-37. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North-Western and Rohilkund and Kumaon Rail- 
ways. 997. 

Rate of interest allowed on the General Provident Fund. 1232. 

Reduction of pay of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian- Rail- 
way. 997-98. 

Renewal of the Wheat Import Duty 3 '.ill. 536. 

Reports of Retrenchment Committees. 364. 

Revision of scales of pay of Government servants. 330. 

Steps to control money-lending and rates of interest. 635-30. 

Superior staff on the various Port Trusts. 1231. 

Transfer of appeals from one Income-tax Commissioner to another. 8301 
Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Afotions to consider and to postpone. 2860. 

Consideration of clause 5. 2872. 

RASSAN, Mr. K. IM.— 

Question re — 

Exclusion of the Railway Boara’.s establishment in the report of — — . 1694, 

Report of , officer on special duty, Railway Board. 975. 

Report?, of on employment of !Nruslims on State Railways. 1600. 

HATUNDI— 

Question re auction of private i)Toperfy in the Gandhi Ashram at . 2565. 

HAYMAN..:\rATTTNDRA TICKET PUNCITlNCr ArACHINE— 

Question re . 643. 


HAYMAN, Mr. a. AF.— 

Motion to re<luce Demand foi' — 

“ Railway Board ” rr — 

Indianisation of superior services. 1578-80. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1414, 1415-25, 1432. 

Representation of Afuslims in the railway services. 1355-63. 

Oath of Office. 1187. 

head CDEEK(S)— 

Question re — 

Examination for appointment of Inspectors and of post offices. 1944, 

Muslims appointed as Office Superintendents and on the North-Western 

* and East ‘Indian Railways. 1945-48. 

^ also “ Clerkfs) 
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HEAD D*RAFTSMAN— 

Question re , Loco Headquarters Office, North-Westem Bail way. 2808; 

See also “ Draftsman 

HEADMASTER(S)— 

Question re status of in Railway schools. 2470-80.* 

HEAD MISTRESS— 

Question re appointment of of the IMunicipal City Girls* School, Ajnior 

374. 

HEAD POST OFFICES— 

See “ Post Office(s) ”. 

HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re retrenchment of Railway Officers in divisions or at . 59. 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Assistant Chief Draftsman, . 996. 

Appointment of Muslim officers in the , North-Western Railway. IGOO. 

Discharge of Muslim clerks from the , North-Westem Railway. 1601-02. 

Duties of Personnel Officers at the , North-Western Railway. 1602. 

Non-appointment of Muslims to the , North-Western Railway. 1600. 

Reflooring and relining of walls in the North-Westem Railway , 2401. 

HEAD TICKET COLLECTOR(S)— 

See “ Ticket Collector (s) *’. 

HEALTH— 

Question re reports on the and treatment of certain prisoners. 2t%4.65. 

HEATHCOTE, Mr. L. V.— 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 757, 769-79. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 791-93. 

Wiie and AVire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Motion to consider. 1030-33, 

HEATING ARRANGEMENTS— 

Question re lack of — — in the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2562. 
HEDJAZ— 

Question re insanitary conditkrns in the . 329-30. 

HEDJAZ PILGRIMS (MUALLIMS) BILIi— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

HIDE(S)— 

Question re — 

Decline in the export trade of and skins*. 2007-08. 

Revenue derived from and skins export duties. 641-42. 

HIDE CESS ENQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question re ’s report. 641. 
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IIGH GOMMISSIONEE FOB INDIA— 

^ Demand- respect of Expenditure in England under the rontrol of 

Question re pay and allowances of the Indian Staff of the Office of the . 

970-71. - ; 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore re stores 
purchased by the . 1701-03. 

SIGH COUBT{S)— 

Question re resolution re . 1382. 

Besolution re Chief Justices of — — . 125-53. 

high scnooL(S)— 

Statements (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young, rc Hindu-Miihammadan , 

Ambala Cantonment. 2491. 

See also “ School(s) **. 

HIGHEB STANDABD— 

Question re minimum marks required for passing into a in schools in 

Ajmer-Merwara, Bajputana, etc. 2387. 

hijt-i— 

Question re resolution of the Govemmenl of Bengal on the shooting at the 

detention camp. 1221-23. 

HILTi(S)— 

Question re cost of sending European soldiers to the . 352. 

KINDI— 

Question re proscription of certain books in Ajmer. 47. 

filNDU(S)— 

Question re — 

Distinction between Jains and in connection with retrenchment in the 

office of the Accountant General, Central Bevenucs. 2717. 

Employment of a , stenog^’apher in the Finance Department. 1252-53. 

Employment of on the North-'We.stern Bailway. 003-94. 

Facilities for railway employees at Tundla for the Dewali festival. 71. 

and Muhammadans employed as drivers, etc., in the North-Western Bail- 
way. 663. 

and Muslim Superintendents of Post Offices in the Punjab Postal Circle. 

992. 

Increase of percentage after retrenchment of in the Archaeological Depart- 

ment. 2571-72. 

^luslim and duftries and peons employed in various Departments. 1684- 

86 . 

Number of Muslim and postmen in certain Siib-Divisions. 876-77. 

Paucity of — —in workshops on the North-Western Bailway. 2308-09. 

Percentage of and Muslims in the Archreologicnl Department. 2358-69, 

Betrenchment of and Sikhs in the Bailway Clearing Accounts Office. 

1671-72. 

Titles for and Miissalmans. 557-58. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young, re ^Tuhnmmadan High 
School, Ambala Cantonmept. 2491. 

BIKDU inheritance (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bm(8) ”, 

MARRIAGES DISSOLUTION BUJi— 

See •• Bill(8) 
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HINDU-MUHAMMADAN HIGH «CHOOIi-»- . 

Sfeatf^nient (laid on the table) by Mr.. G. M. Young, re the , Ambala Cant<3i^ 

ment. 2491. , . 

.-tr.*.- » 

HINDU UNTOUCHABLE d\##“<BEMOVAL OF DISABILITIES) BILI/- 
Sec “ Bill(s) ^ 

HINDI- WIDOWS’ lUGHT OF INHERITANCE BILI^ 

See “ Bill(s) 

HOE AND COMPANY, Messrs.— 

Question re — 

Contract for clnthin^ entrusted to^ . 11^1-32. 

South Indian Railway Printin^r Contract with . 1134. 

HOLT— 

Question re holidays for the and Dewali festivals. 2903. 

HOLTDAV(S)— 

QiiestifMi re — 

Denial of — to the Staff of the Chief Traffic Manager’s Office, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 1070. 

Grant of concessions to clerks of the North-Western Railway Offices for at- 
tending office on Sundays and . 2403. 

enjoyed by Officers of the Indian Army. 1593. 

for the II nil and Deieali festivals. 2003. 

Passes issued during — — on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2014-1.5. 

Sikh in tbe Punjab Postal Department. 1681-82, 

HOME DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Grant. 2314-25. 

Question re — 

Communal iner|uality in the . 1607. 

Decrease of Muslim employees in tbe . 1607. 

HONORARIUM— 

Question re payment of an to Mr. Page of the Arcba'ological Department 

for preparation of a Budhist design. 2356. 

HOON, Mr. a.— 

Question (Supplementary) re titles for Hindus and Miissalmans. 658. 
Resolution re — ^ 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 508-99. 

Recent Ordinances. 232-35. 

HORSE-BREEDING— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. -Young re grantees re])orted 

against. 165. 

HOSPITAL{S)— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the — for British and Indian troops at Kamptee. 10^* 

Emoluments of matrons and nurses in British Family . 938. 

for British and Indian troops at Kamptee. 107-08. 

for British and Indian 'trof>ps in -Military Stations. 109 

Nursing sisters in British Family . 972-73. . 

Staff of the Veterinary — at Mhow Cantonment. 358. 

Statement (laid on the table) By Mr. J. R. Blair re the Railway atJ 

2969 . 
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in Allahabad Cantonment. 747, 

MT to^digf^rse crowds in the North-West 


HOUNBSt- 

Question re rumoured intention to use 
Frontier Province. 388. 


HOUR(S)— 

Question re increase of- 


-of elerical establishment on State Railways. 2408. 


HOUR(S) OF WORK— 

Resolution re in eoal mines. 1177-81. 

HOUSE (S)— 

Question 

Encroachments on adjoining' land of^ in Renares Cantonment. 1595-96. 

built on the ^fuslim "raveyard at Idgah Chand Baori, Ajmer. 1256. 

Levy of Income-tax on rents of unoccupied . 1380. 

Standard plans for under the Eastern Command. 746-47. 


HOUSE COMMITTEE— 
Constitution of a 


1017-18. 


HOUSE RENT— 

Question rc — 

Delhi move allowance and Simla allowance. 2467. 

and mileage allowances of ticket checking staff of the East Indian and 

Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways. 621. 

Reduction of Simla allowance. 2874. 

Travelling and allowances. 2877. 

HOUSE RENT ALLO\VANCE(S)— 

See “ Allowance (s) ”, 


HOUSE SCAVENGING TAX— 
Question re — extension of the- 
See also “ Tax(e8) ”, 


• in Ambala Cantonment. 745-46. 


HOWARD-NIXON MEMORANDUM— 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re report 

on the re financial questions arising out of the separation of Burma from 

India. 2224-29. 

HOWELL, Sir EVELYN— 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2301-04. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Presentation of the Report of Select Committee. 1264. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2731-84, 2786. 2787, 2738, 2739, 2742, 
2743, 2766-70. 

Consideration of clause 2? 2770-72, 2774, 2798, 2799, 2810, 2816, 2818. 
Consideration of clause 3. 2819, 2820, 2879-81. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2891-92. 

JHotion to pass. 2892, 2901-02. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 251-54. 

E 2 
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HOWRAH— 

Question re — 

Alleged racial discrimination in punishmente in the Goods Shed. 2782. 

Allowances of the staff of the Goods Shed. 2782. 

Grievances of railway staff of the Goods Shed. 2781. 

Railway passes granted to staff of the — — Goods Shed compelled to go on 
leave on half pay. 2782. 

Staff of the Goods Shed compelled to go on leave on half pay. 2781. 

Strength of supervising and operating staff in the East Indian Railway Press, 
Calcutta and . 2219-21. 

HOWRAH GOODS SHED— 

Question re — 

Dissatisfactinn amongst railway staff of the . 878. 

Grievances of railway staff of the . 878-79. 

HUBLI— 

Question rc construction of a railway line between and Kumpta. 1941. 

HUNGER -STRIKE— 

Question re — 

of a prisoner in the Ajmer jail. 2564. 

of political prisoners iu Ajmer. 2567. 

HYDERABAD — 

Demand for Grant. 2343. 


1 


ICE— 

Question re supply of and mineral water on the East Indian Railway. 

2213-15. 

ICELAPUR— 

Question re friction between crew staff and students of Jadabpur and 

stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 991-92. 

IDGAH CHAND BAORI— 

Question re houses built on the Muslim graveyard at , Ajmer. 1256. 

IMMIGRANT(S)— 

Question re disparity of sexes among Indian in the Malay Peninsula. 647 


IMMIGRATION— 

Question re Brazilian Scheme. 2543. 

IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA— 

Question re deposits, loans and cash credits of other banks with the . 1063- 

64. 

Resolution re . 112-25. 

I 

IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT— 
Demand for Grant. 2338. 

IMPERIAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE— 

Set ‘‘ Conference(.8) 
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IMPEBIAL gymkhana CLUBt- 

Question re advance of money by Government to the , New Delhi. 551-52. 

IMPEBIAL INSTITUTE OF DAIBYING— 

Question re transfer of the from Bangalore to Karnal. 047. 

IMPEBIAL SECBETABIAT— 

See “ Secretariat 

IMPEBIAL SEKVICE(S)-~ 

Question re reduction of salaries and allowances, etc., of . 2479. 

IMPOBT(S)~ 

Question re — 

Export from and into India of gold. 5^31 -32. 

foreign, Indian and Aden salt. 705-06. 

Value of — — and exports of India and Burma. 645-10. 

IMPOKT DUTY(IES)— 

Question re realisations from the additional on salt. 440. 

See also “ Duty(ies) 

IMPOBTATION— 

Question re of wood pulp into India. 652-53. 

IMPBISONMENT— 

Question re — 

Glasses of awarded to political prisoners. 364-66. 

Infliction of and fines under the recent Ordinances. 439. 

INCOME (S)— 

Question re — 

and expenditure from Customs and Administration of Karachi and tax 

in Sind. 358-59. 

and expenditure of the Excise Department, Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 

and working expenses of banks and firms. 649-50. 

from increased tax on salaries of Government servants. 327. 

National wealth, remittances, , pay and allowances, etc. 1380. 

INCOME-TAX— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council *’ re — 

Avoidance of . 2096-2118. 

Question re— 

Additional revenue from increased — — . 1381. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant Commissioner of . 2573. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Commissioner of in the Punjab, North-West 

Frontier Province and Delhi. 2573-74. 

Assessment of payable by landlords. 1242. 

Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners of in Bombay. 1912. 

Control and maintenance of* reserved subjects of Police, , etc. 807. 

I^ays spent in Sind by the Commissioner of , Bombay Presidency. 

1591. 

Di^osal of files in the office of the Commissioner of , Bengal. 366-67. 

Dj/Sposal of applicatioi^* in Sind. 1589. 

Examination of accounts for assessment. 649-49. 
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INCOME-TAX— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) „ , 

Income and expenditure from Customs and Administtation of Karachi and 

in Sind. 358-69. 

Income from increased — — on salaries of Government servants. 327. 

applications in Sind. 1590, 1591. 

assessments in Bombay. 6*18. 

assessments on incomes below Bs. 1,000. 436. 

on dues received by zamindars. 1381. 

Inspections made by Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner of , Bengal. 

368-70. 

Instructions for the rommissioner of , Sind. 1590. 

Judgment on an application in Sind. 1588-89. 

Levy of on rents of unoccupied houses. 1380. 

Office hour.s kept by Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner of — — , Bengal. 
371. 

Begistration of Partnership Firms under the Act. 2657. 

Travelling allowance drawn on inspection tours by Mr. F. \V. Strong, Com- 
missioner of , Bengal. 367-68. 

Visit to Kalimpong of Mr. Strong, Commissioner of , Bengal. 2486-87. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Bainy re period of 

tour of the Commissioner of , Bombay and Sind. 2729. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re applica- 
tions for revision of — — in the Bombay Presidency. 2613. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the TTonourablo Sir George Schuster re 

applications rejected by the Commissioner of , Bombay Presidency. 2 108 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re disposal 
of applications in Sind. 2414. 

INCOME-TAX ACT— 

Sec “ Act(s) 

INCOME-TAX (SECOND AAFENDMENT) BILL— 

See “Indian — — ’’ under “ Bill(s)-”. 

INCOME-TAX, COMMISSIONEB OF— 

Question rr aj)pc)iiitments in the office of the , Calcutta. 1506-07. 

Sec also “ Commissioner of Income-tax 

INCOME-TAX DEPABTMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Punjab and Madras . 69-70. 

Appointment of IVrualims to the . 1682, 

Ap])ointmeiit of Mnssalmans to the . 63.3. 

Appointments in the of Bihar and Orissa. 827-28. 

Communities of new recruits required for extra work in the , Bombay. 

1941. 

Disposal of establishment eases in the in the Punjab, North-West Frontier 

Province and Delhi. 2573. 

Employment of Muslims in the . 2572-73. 

Extensions granted to superannuated officers in the , Bombay Presidency. 

1258-69. 

Mussalman Income-tax officers and clerks in *the . 632. 

New appointments in the in the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province 

and Delhi. 2672. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Punjab . . 68-69. 

Bepresontation of the various communities in the 


Bombay. 1942. 
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INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT (S)—(concZd.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Georj^e Schuster re appoint- 
ments in the of Bihar and Orissa. 2671. 


Statement (laid on the table) re appointment of Muslims in the 
1187. 


Punjab. 


Statement (laid on the table) rc examination of accounts in the ■■ Bombay. 
1263. ^ 


Statement (laid on the tabic) rc, j^rant of extensions of service to officers of the 
, Bombay. 1811. 

Statement (laid on the table) re representation of Muslims in the , Bensal. 

2612-13. 


Statement (laid on the table) rc representation of Muslims in the , Bihar and 

Orissa. 1704. 


INCOME-TAX INSPECTOR (S)— 

See “ Tnspoctor(s) **. 

INCOME-TAX OFFICER(S)— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of Muslim in Bihar and Orissa. 1003. 

, inspectors and clerks in the Piiiijab and North-West Frontier Province. 

1673-74. 

Miissalman and clerks in the Income-tax Department. 632. 

INCORPORATED ACCOUNTANT (S)— 

Question rc admission of students of Indian universities to the Society of 

and Auditors, London. 647. 


INCREMENT(S)— 

Question rc — 

Grant of advance-: — or special pay to Muslims in the Government of India 
offices. 2783-84. 

Tpmpf)rary in pre-war rdlitar>' pensions. 630. 

INDEBTEDNER8— 

Que.stion rc ainon;' railway employees. 880-81. 

INDTAN(S)— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of an A^ent in Fiji in place of the Secretary for Indian 

Affairs. f)31. 

Appointment of an as Assistant Aircraft Inspector. 2558. 

Appointment of as officers on State Railways. 2404. 

Appointment of as Shop Foremen, etc. 2402. 

Appointment of as superintendents of Post Offices in Kashmir. 1946. 

Appointment of to (certain posts on the Noi*th-W estern Railway. 2201-02. 

Appointment of to hij'h offices and to Advisory Committees on railways- 

106. 

Admission of to the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 329. 

Claims of hoMers of rouble notes. 2013. 

Contribution to sailors", home in Bombay and discrimination against . 

2589-90. 

Cost of British and soldiers and officers in India. 2010. 

Deputation, of to study su^ar manufacture. 1878. 

discrimination apfainst in Tanganyika. 1235-36. 

Education of European and girls in Fiji. 531. 

Education of — — in Fiji. 1237-38. 
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INDIAN (S)—(con5Z(Z.) 

Question re — (conoid,) 

Election of members to the Liegislative Council in Fiji. 630-31. 

Grievances of in East Africa. 1236. 

repatriated from Malaya. 336. 

trained as aviation experts. 1607-08. 

Institutes for European and — — staff on the Bengal and North -Western Rail- 
way. 1629-30. 

Non-admission of to the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute, Bombay. 

2587-88. 

Paucity of employed in departments in East Africa. 1665. 

Pay of Anglo-Indian and Assistant Station Masters at Delhi and Ghazia- 

bad. 825. 

Promotion of in the Bridge Department of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 823-24. 

Promotion of — — in the Medical Service. 1932. 

Promotion of printers trained in England. 2380-81. 

Proportion of English and officer instructors in the new Sandhurst. 

1930. 

Prr^portion of European to officers retrenched in central departments. 42. 

Ratio of European, Anglo and Time Keepers in the J^ublic 

Works Engineering Department. 539-40. 

Recruitment of and Europeans to the Civil Service and Police 

Service. 25-27. 

Restrictions against — — entering Panama. 627. 

Scholarship granted for the training of in Marino Engineering. 2584. 

Taxation of in Tanganyika. 1236-37. 

Training of in Marine Engineering. 2585. 

INDIAN AIR FORCE— 

Question re appointment of Lillooah apprentices in the at Karachi. 1510. 

INDIAN AIR FORCE Bn.I>— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN ARIMY CADETS— 

See “ Army Cadets ”. 

INDIAN AR:MY ordnance CORPS— 

Question re surplus warrant and non-commissioned officers of the . 1210. 

INDIAN ARMY SERVICE CORPS— 

Question re — 

Distinction in pension conditions between the and the Military Engineer- 

ing Corps. 1928-29. 

Pay of clerks, storekeepers and checkers of the . 61-55. 

Terms of service of officers, clerks, storekeepers, etc., in the 45-40. 

INDIAN CADET(S)— 

See “ Cadet (s) 

INDIAN CHRISTIAN (S)— 

See “ Christian (s) ”. 

INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Recruitment 'f Indians and Europeans to the and Indian Police fVrvice. 

25-27. • ' 

Retrenchprient of officers in the Customs Department. 42-43. 
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INDIAN COMPANIES (SUPPLEMENTABY AME^MENT) BILL— 

See “ BiU(8) 

INDIAN COASTAL TBAFFIC (BESEBVATION) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN DETiEGATION— 

See “ Dolegation 

INDIAN FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTABY AND EXTENDING) AMENDMENT 
ACT— 

See “ Act(s) 

INDIAN FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTABY AND EXTENDING) AMENDMENT 
BHiL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN IMMIGBATION COMMITTEE— 

Question re composition of the in the Malay Peninsula. 334. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX ACT— 

See “ Act(s) 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(8) 

INDIAN iNDUSTBIES FAIB— 

See “ Fair(s) 

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE— 

Election of a member to the council of the , Bangalore. 165-66, 378, 440. 

INDIAN “ KHADDAB ” (NAME PBOTECTION) BILL— 

See “ BilKs) 

INDIAN LEGISLATUBE— 

See “ Legislature 

INDIAN LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(8) 

INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL BILL- 
See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN MEDICAL DEPABTMENT— 

Question re — 

Accelerated promotion for officers of the . 881-82. 

Conversion of pensions of members of the — ^ drawn abroad. 1128-30. 

Number of Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Bailway. 542. 

Number of Assistant Surgeons on various railways. 1684. 

Payment of pensions of members of the in rupees or pounds. 1127-28. 

INDIAN MEDICAL PBACTITIONEBS— 

See Medical Practitioners **. 

INDIAN MEDICAL SEBVICl2— 

Question re— 

Adjustment), of communal inequalities in the — — 970 

•Promotion of Indiana in the 1932. 

Beoruitment for the — — . 363. 
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INDIAN MBRCANa^D^ICillbit^ 

Question re devel^ment bf the—. 2686. 

INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) RIUJ— 

See “ BilUs) 

INDIAN MUSEUM- 
See “ Museum(s) 

INPIAN NATIONAL CONGBESS— 

Question re . 2378-80. 

INDIAN PARTNERSHIP BILL— 

“'Bill(s) 

INDIAN POLICE SERVICE— 

Question re recruitment of Indians and Europeans to the Indian Civil Service 
and . 25-27. 

INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Demand fcr Excess Grant. 928-29. 

INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT (INCLUDING WORKING 
EXPENSES)— 

Demand for Grant. 2268-81, 2283-88. 

INDIAN PRINTER(S)— 

See ** Printer(s) 

INDIAN PUBLICITY OFFICE(S)— 

Question re retrenchment in in London and New York. 820. 

INDIAN RAILWAY(S)— 

See “ RaihvayCs) 

INDIAN RANKS— 

Question re Medical Board proceedings refused to . 636. 

INDIAN REGIMENTS— 

See “ Regiment(s) ”. ^ 

INDIAN REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN SANDHURST- 

Question re proportion of English and Indian Officer instructors in the new 

1980. 

INDIAN SEAMEN— 

See ** Seaman(en) **. 

INDIAN SETTLER(S)— • 

Question re representation of the interests of — in Tanganyika. 2654-56. 

INDIAN SERVICE OF ENGINEERS— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs to the—. 61Q 
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INDIAN SHIPPING— 

Question re development of . 2687. 

INDIAN STAFF— 

Question re pay and allovi’^ances of the — — of tlie offiee of the High Com- 
missioner for India. 970-71. 

INDIAN STATES— 

Question re report on economic and financial relations between British India and 
. 41. 

INDIAN STATE KAILWAY MAGAZINE— 

See “ Magazine(s) 

INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Grant. 2340. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sil<hs in the Audit Oflfice, . 1675. 

Domicile of Mr. J. S. Pitkoathly, Chief Controller of Stores, . 2877. 

Gradation list in the . 1259-60. 

Post of Personal Assistant to the Controller of Inspection, . 1686-87. 

Recommendations for retrenchment in connection with the , 41. 

Saving on account of the abolition of the post of Assistant Director of Intelli- 
gence, . 2376-77. 

Staff of the ofiice of the Audit Officer, . 701. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re appoint • 
ment of Sikhs in the Audit Office, . 2853. 

INDIAN TARIFF (WIRELESS BROADCASTING) AMENDMENT BILI/- 
See “ BilUs) 

INDIAN TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

See “ Telegraph Department 

INDIAN TROOPS— 

Question re clothing allowance of British and . 2569. 

See also “ Troop (s) ”. 

INDIAN TRUSTS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIANISATION— 

Motion to reduce Demand for— 

“ Executive Council ** re — 

of the Army. 2118-44. 

** Railway Board ’* re — 

of superior services. 1578-80. 

INDUSTRY(IES)— 

Demand for Grant. 2889. 

Question re organi^tion ^f an Indian Fair. 109. 

INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR, DEPARTMENT OF— 
pemand for.V Grant. 288^. 

INI^TJSTMAL COWCEftN(S]h- 

Question re'' competition, of jails with . 2468-69. 
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TNDUSTBIAL EMPLOYEES— 

See ** Employee(s) 

INEFFICIENCY— 

Question re definition of for purposes of retrenchment. 2878-74. 

INFANT MOBTALITY— 

Question re high death rate and in Ajmer. 2891. 

INFEBIOB SEBVANTS— 

See “ Servant(s) ”. 

INFEBIOB STAFF- 

Question re ministerial and quarters in New Delhi. 2203. 

INHEBITANCE— 

See “Hindu (Amendment) Bill” under “ Bill(s) 

INHEBITANCE, BIGHT OF— 

See “Hindu Widows’ ” under ” Bill(s) ”. 

INQUIBY, COUBT OF— 

Question re cost of the Bailway——. 107. 

INSANITABY CONDITION(S)— 

Question re in the Hedjaz. 829-30. 

INSPECTING OFFIOEB(S)— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re disposal of appeals by 
the , Military Lands and Cantonments, Northern Command. 2854. 

INSPECTION(S)— 

Question re made by Mr. F. W, Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax, 

Bengal. 868-70. 

INSPECTION (BAILWAYS)— 

Demand for Grant. 1581. 

INSPECTION HOUSE(S)— 

Question re occupation of post office by a Deputy Postmaster General. 

2095. 

INSPECTOB(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Conservancy at the Central Telegraph 

Office. 569-60. 

Alleged objectionable methods in search for Congress funds adopted by the 

Police , Ajmer. 2668. 

Appeals of travelling ticket . 616, 2206. 

Appeals of travelling ticket to the Secretary, Bailway Board. 1938-39. 

Appointment of a Muhammadan as Town of post offices, Mussoorie. 

877-78. 

Appointment of an Indian as Assistant Aircraft . 2558. 

Discharge of travelling ticket and ticket collectors. 621. ^ 

Examination for appointment of and head Vslerks of post offices. 1^^* 

Grant of ponveyance allowance to — — of Telegraph peons. 2595. 
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JNSPECTOB(S)— (concld.) 

Questictn rc — (concld.) 

Income-tax officers) and clerks in the Punjab and North-West Frontier 

Province. 1678-74. 

Pay of the Conservancy of the Telegraph Office, Simla. 660. 

Promotion of certain Town of post offices. 2013. 

Bailway passes for Bailway Mail Service . 1592-93. 

Beduction of pay and allowances of travelling ticket . 617. 

Be-examination of certain travelling ticket . 2094-95. 

Training of bridge on the Great Indian Peninsula Baalway. 824-25. 

Transfer of of the Baihvay Mail Service, Punjab Circle. 1679-80. 

Statement laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore re appoint- 
ment of a Muhammadan as Town of post offices, Mussoorie. 1626. 

INSPECTOB(S) OF ACCOUNTS— 

Question tc retrenchment of certain junior — on the North-Western Bailway. 
2471-72. 

INSPECTOB(S) OF STATION ACCOUNTS— 

Question re reduction of posts of junior on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Bailway. 1071. 

INSTALIiATION(S)— 

Question re of machinery in jails 2469-70. 

TNSTITUTB(S)— 

Election of a member to the Council of the Indian of Science, Bangalore. 

165-66, 878. 

Question rc— 

Abolition of the X-Bay at Uehra Dun. 820-21. 

Construction of offices in the garden of the Lansdowne , Bawalpindi. 

1594-95. 

for European and Indian staff on the Bengal and North-Western Bail- 
way. 1529-80. 

Non-admission of Indians to the Prince of W'ales Seamen’s , Bombay. 

2587-88. 

INSTBUCTOB(S)— 

Question re proportion of English and Indian officer in the new Indian 

Sandhurst. 1930. 

INSUBANCE POLICY(IES)— 

Question re withdrawals from the General Provident Fund for investment in 
sterling . 827-28. 

INTEBCEPTION— 

Question re of a telegram sent by Miss Mira Ben. 2352-58. 

INTEBEST(S)— 

Question re — 

Disposal of accruing on Savings Bank deposits and War Bonds held by 

Muslims. 106-07. ^ 

Bate of allowed on the General Provident Fund. 1232. 

Steps to control money-lending and rates of . 535. 

interest-free advance^ 

Demand for Grant. 284.5. 
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INTEREST ON MISCELLANEOUS OBLIGATIONS— 

Demand for Grant. 2288. 

Demand for Supplemental^ Grant. 932-88. 

INTEREST ON ORDINARY DEBT AND REDUCTION OR AVOIDANCE OF 
DEBT— 

Demand for Grant. 2288. 

INTERFERENCE— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Improper by the Secretary of State in the financial affairs of India. 

2194-99. 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS— 

Question re non-availability of passes by mail trains. 2894. 

INTERN MENT(S)— 

Motion for adjournment rc arrest and of Mahatma Gandhi. 72-73, 104. 

INTERPHETATION(S)— 

Question re conflicting under the Court-fees Act. 2481-82. 

INTERVIEW(S)— 

Question re — 

Conditions of with political prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2567. 

Confiscation of the privilege of of certain political prisoners. 2568. 

INVESTIGATION— 

Question re cost of — to reduce periodical returns of State-managed railways. 
625. 


INVESTMENT— 

Question re withdrawals from the General Provident Fund for in sterling 

insurance policies. 327-28. 

IRON— 

Question re import duties or bounties on galvaniseil and steel sheets and 

pipes. 1229-30. 

Resolution rc duties on galvanised and steel pipes and sheets. 1055-60, 

1158-76. 

IRRIGATION— 

Demand for Grant. 2844. 

IRRIGATION, NAVIGATION, EMBANKMENT AND DRAINAGE WORKS- 
Demand for Excess Grant. 926. 

•Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932. 

IRRIGATION (INCLUDING WORKING EXPENSES), NAVIGATION, EMBANK- 
MENT ANT) DRAINAGE WORKS— 

Demand for Grant. 2268. 

IRWIN— * 

Question re violation by the Congress of the Gandhi Pact. 969. 

IRWIN HOUSE— 

Question re expenditure by the post office for the^ occupation of Thakersey Hous® 
and in Bombay. 2545-46. 
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ISHAPORE— 

Question re — 

Apprentincesbip traininpr in the Rifle Factory at . 1260.61, 1262, 1948-49. 

Examination of apprentices in the Rifle Factory at . 2223-24. 

Petition from apprentices in the Rifle Factory at . 2224. 

Rights and privileges of existing apprentices at the Rifle Factorv, . 1201. 

Standard of traininj^ of apprentices in the Rifle Factory, . 1261. 

Traininj^' of apprentices in tlie Rifle Factory at . 2386, 20r)0-01. 

ISIIAWARSINGJI, NAWAll NAIIARSTNail— 

Question re — 

Appointment of apprentices to the Security Printing, India, and the Currency 
Note Press. 643-44. 

Appointment of ^luslims in the Security Printing, India, Currency Note 
Press and (\nitral Stamp Stores. 543. 

Staff of the Security Printing, India, Currency Note Press and Central Stamp 
Stores at Nasik. 542-43. 

IS]\IA1L ALT KHAN, KUNWAR HAJEE— 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 2612. 

Foreign Relations Rill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2736, 2737. 

Nomination of (o the House Committee. 1017-18. 

QiU'stion re — 

Admission of Indians to the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 329. 
Appointment of a ^fnslim as Accountant and Cashier, Government of India 
Press, New Dellii. 240-t-05. 

Appointment of Afuslim peons in the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

2404. 

A])pointment of Aluslims as copyholders in the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi. 2403-04. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2404, 

2405. 

Arrest of members of Afghan jirgas and Khilafat Committees. OPO. 

Deduction for Provident Fund from the earnings of pier*o-rated employees of 
the Government of India Press, New Delhi, 2545. 

Dissatisfaction among staff of the Railway Mail Service “ \ ” Division. 2721 
Dumping of rubbish outside the Turkman and Delhi Gates. 1238-39, 
Extensions of service granted in the Punjab and North-AVest Frontier Postal 
Circle. 2204. 

Government lo.ans in 1931. 342. 

tlradation list in the Indian Stores Department. 1259-60. 

Grievances of Aluslims in the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2405. 
Indian Army cadets admitted to Sandhurst. 2720. 

Insanitary conditions in the TTodjaz. 329-30. 

Lack of traffic arrangements for pilgrims visiting tlu? shrim^ of Ni/ainuddin 
Glia at Delhi. 345-46. 

Organisations declared unlawful in the North-AVest Frontier Province. 090-91. 
Picketing of liquor shops in the North-AVest Frontier Province. 990. 

Porters appointed to the Railway Mail Service “ A ” Division. 2721. 

Forters of the Railwav Service “ A ” Division removed from service. 

2721. 

Post of Personal Assistant to the Controller of Inspection, Indian Store# 
•Department. 1686-87. • 

Promotion of ex-War servfice railwaymen. 220*1. 
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ISMAIL ALT KHAN, KUNWAB HAJEE~-(concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Bedress of communal inequalities in the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi. 2404. 

Selection posts converted into time-scale appointments in the Punjab and 
North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 2205. 

Ten per cent, cut in earnings of piece-rated employees of the Government of 
India Press, New Delhi. 2544. 

Ticket checking on the North Western Bailway. 812. 

Titles for Hindus and Mussalmans. 557-58. 

Violation by the Congress of the Irwin-Gandhi Pact. 969. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Income-tax on dues received by zamindars. 1881. 

Begistering of Indian Medical Practitioners. 982-83. 

Besolution re recent Ordinances. 318. 

ISMAIL KHAN, HAJI CHAUDHUBY MUHAMMAD— 

Election of — — to the Standing Finance Committee for Bailways. 2612. 
General Discussion of the General Budget. 1755-57. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 8002-03. 

Question re — 

Inconvenient timings of trains at Aligarh. 2012-13. 

Increase of percentage after retrenchment of Hindus in the Ar(*hjeological 
Department. 2571-72. 

National wealth, remittances, incomes, pay and allowances, etc. 1380. 

Bent of quarters of employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 
2544-45. 

Transactions in gold of the Government of India. 1379-80. 

Use of the vernacular press for railway publicity. 875-76. 

ISTIMBABDAB— 

Question re disputes between the of Pisangan and his tenants. 377. 

ISTIMBABI ABEA— 

Question re agriculturists’ rights in the of Ajmer-Merwara. 1666-67. 

ITALIAN SmP(S)— 

Question re arrest of Mr. J. M* Sen-Gupta on board an . 548-50. 

lYENGAB, Mb. K. V. BANGASWAMI— 

Expressions of regret on the death of . 2608-12. 


j 

JADABPUB— 

Question re friction between crew staff and students of and Ichapur stations 

on the Eastern Bengal Bailway. 991-92. 

JADHAV, Mb. B. V.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee's Beport. 1117-18. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Indian. Posts and Telegraphs Department (including Working Expenses). 2279. 
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Jadhav, mr. b. v. — iconcid.) 

Hindu Mavriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 487, 492, 723, 74(1. 

Motion to re-circulate. 950-61, 954. 

Hindu Widows’ Bight of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 461-63. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2923, 2924. 

Indian Coastal Traffic (Reservation) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 939. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in Jail. 2836-39. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Indianisation of the Army. 2136, 2139, 2140-42. 

“ Railway Hoard ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1388, 1390-91. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1498-99, 1502. 
Public Suits Validation Bill — , 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2938, 2948. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2952. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Assistant Train Controllers on the North Western Railway. 
811-12. 

Deposits, loans and cash credits of other banks with the Imperial Bank of 
India. 1063-64. 

Floating debt of the Government of India. 1064. 

Purchase of gold by operators in Bombay. 1062. 

Recruitment of Members of Marathi and Canarese backward communities in 
Central Government Services. 1928. 

Replacement of Viceroy's Commissioned Officers by King’s Commissioned 
Officers in certain Units. 1927-28. 

Training of Indian Cadets for the Royal Air Force. 2560. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Insufficiency of clothes provided for prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 2664. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in ther 
North-West Frontier Province. 554'. 

Report on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3041, 3044-46, 3046. 

Resolution re duties on galvanised iron emd steel pipes and sheets. 1167, 1178-74* 

JAIL(S)— 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting^ 
of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in . 2785-88, 2829-47. 

Question re — 

Accommodation of w^omen prisoners in the Delhi . 2476. 

Alleged harassing of prisoners in the Ajmer Central . 2568. 

Classification of prisoners in the Ajmer Central . 2566. 

Clothes of prisoners in the Ajmer . 1666-66. 

* Competition of with Industrial concerns. 2468-69. 

Complaint about the taaatment of prisoners in the Ajmer Cent^— . 2667 <^ 
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jrAIL(S)— (ioncW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Conditions of interviews with political prisoners in the Ajmer Central 

2567. 

Confinement in a dark cell of a prisoners in the Ajmer ('entral . 2564. 

Danger of infection from tuberculosis at the New Central , Multan. 122-4, 

1622. 

Decrease in’ weight of prisoners in Ajmer . 1665. 

Disallowance of a religious book to a prisoner in the Ajmer Central 

2668. 

Discrimination in the provisitm of fans in . 2476-77. 

Hunger-strike of a prisoner in the Ajmer . 2564. 

Installation of machinery in . 2460. 

Insufficiency of clothes provided for prisont'rs in the Ajmer . 2566-64. 

Xiabour imposed on prisoners in the Ajmer . 1666. 

Lack of soap and oil in the Ajmer (^enttal . 2568. 

Ladies arrested in Delhi and conditions of imprisTmmeiit in Delhi . 077. 

Prices of made articles. 2460. 

Provision of a non-official visitor for the Ajmer Central . 2568. 

Provision of fans for prisoners in the Central , Multan. 1522. 

Quarters of certain ])risoners in the Delhi . 2681-82. 

Becord of weights of political prisoners in the Ajmer ('entral . 2568. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Tames Crerar rr classifica- 
tion of women political prisoners in the Delhi . 1625. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Tames Crerar rc treatment 
of under-trial lady prisoners in the Delhi . 1625. 

JAIL-MADE ABTICLE(S)— 

Question re prices of . 2469. 

.JAIN(S)— 

Question re distinction between and Hindus in connection with retrench- 

ment in the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2717. 

JAMALPORE— 

Question vc — 

Allegations in regard to Railway apprentices in . 67-68. 

Alleged racial discrimination in certain appointmenfts at . 567. 

Alleged racial discrimination in training of apprentices at . 1520. 

.tamiat.ul-uijs:ma— 

Question re refusal of permission a deputation of the All-India to visit the 

North-West Frontier Province. 527-29. 

JANITOR(S)— 

Question re appointment of a Guard as , Headquarters Office, North Western 

Railway. 2392-93. 

-JEIIANGIB, Sir COWASTEE— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1097, 1098, 1103-05, 1126, 

1124. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1147-48. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Jlill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 669. 

Motion to consider. 1866, 1861-64, 1868, 1871, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1884 
Motion to amend clause 2. 2611, 2612, 2614-16, 2621. 

• Consideration of clause 4. 2634. 
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EHANGIR, Sir COWASJEE~-(concfr/.) 

Benf^ai Criminal Law Amendment ^Supplementary) Bill — (conrhl.) 

Motion to amend clause 1. 2686, 2687. 

Motion to pass. 2698-2700. 

Expressions of rej^ret by on the death of Mr. F. W. Allison. 2669. 

General discussion of the General Hiidf?et. 1719, 1781. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 183-94, 198, 7r>9, 771, 776. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2454-56, 2457. 

Motion rc election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1819-20. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” rc — 

Constitutional issue. 1953, 1981-83. 

“ Bailway Board ” re — 

Future of the Bailway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1568, 1571. 

Nomination of to the Panel of ('hainnen. 378. 

Obstruction of Members entering the Assembly Chamber. 1079- 
Question (Supplementary) te — 

Appointment of Afusliins- on the N^ rth Western Bailway. 1620. 

Employment of IVIuslirns in tin* Finance Department. 1247. 

Expenditure from Central Boveinn-- on Provincial S\d)jeots. 2581. 

Interception of a telegram addrt*ssed to Mr. Tom Williams. 815, 816. 
Non-ernploymoiit of Muslim stenographers in the Finance Department. 1254. 
Promotion of a European Officer on the Great Indian Ptminsula Bailway. 
1069. 

Beport of the, Andneological Department. 2357. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in the 
North-West Frontier Province. 554. 

Visit of Maiilana Shaukat Ali to the North-West Frontier Province. 2376. 
Besolution rc — 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1172. 

Recent Ordinances. 307-10. 

Stabilisation of exchange and prices. 840. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1022, 1023. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 1043. 

JEMADAR(S)— 

Question re old record sorters, and peons retained in the Government of 

India Seeretariat. 1685. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the ITtmourablc Sir George Schuster rc old 

record ‘^lU’ters, and peons retained in the Government of fm'ua Secretariat. 

2852. 

jewellery— 

Question rc refusal to exhibit certain at Mohenjodaro. 2016. 

JHA, PANDIT RAM KRTSIIN.X— 

Question rc — 

Allotment of further days for the discussion of non-offieial Bills in the Legis- 
% lative Af^ombly. 701-^2. 

Purchase of the BengaU and North-Western Railway. 702-03 
Resolution rc recent Ordinances. 231-32. 
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C * 

JHANSI— 

Question re contracts for the conveyance of mails in the Pehra Dun and^ 

Postal Divisions. 2095-96. 

JOG, Mr. S. G.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 677. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (including Working Expenses). 2274. 
76. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly Department. 938. 

Loans and Advances bearing interest. 986. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 249U. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1740-44. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to rc-circiilate. 742. 

Hindu Widows’ Bight of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 89, 97, 4i)9. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 524-25. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 206-09. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 798-800. 

Consideifation of clause 68. 908-10, 911, 914. 

Consideration of clause 69. 920-21. 

Indian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Amendment Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2930-31, 2932. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Bailway Board ” re — 

Lack of supervision and control over Company-managed Railways. 1465. 
<}ue8tion re — 

Appointment of Assistant Train Controllers on the North-Western Railway. 
811-12, 1257-58. 

Appointment of British Military Chief Clerks in .\rspnals and Ordnance Depots. 

1240-41. 

Arrears of pay of certain clerks promoted by the Chief Accounts Officer, North 
Western Railway. 1061-62. 

Case for Berar prepared by the Berar All-Parties Conference. 439. 

Charges for goods on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1225-26. 

Complaints against the Railway Company by the ex-Station Master, Katni. 
1227-28. 

Excess freight charged to traders by certain railways. 1228. 

Extensions granted to superannuated officers in the Income-tax Department, 
%mbay Presidency. 1268-59. 

Fees charged from visitors to steamers. 2015. 

Freight rates on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1228, 1229. 

Future status of Berar. 2553-54. ^ 

Grant of extensions to superannuated officers. 1258. 

Infliction of imprisonment and fines under recent Ordinances. 439. 

Xoans asked ior hy Provincial Governments. 1229. 

Names of roads in New Delhi, 2015-16. ^ 

Paymetlf of disability pensions for Military Service. 2903-06 
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JOG, Mb. S. G. — (concld.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Payment of family pensions in respect of casualties in the Great War. 
2906-07. 

Quarters for duf tries. 1686. 

Kefund of transhipment charges by the Bengal Nagpur Bailway. 1227. 
Retrenchments effected by the Chief Accounts Officer, North Western Railway. 
1061. 

Surplus warrant and non-commissioned officer’s of the Indian Army Ordnance 
Corps. 1240. 

Transhipment charges over the Johilla bridge realised by the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 1226-27. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Administrative position of Berar in relation to constitutional reform. 48. 
Contract for the Air Mail Service in India by Messrs. Tata and Sons. 580. 
Gold in the Currency Reserves in India and England. 64. 

System of ticket checking on the North Western and East Indian Railways. 
614. 

Resolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 136-37. 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1169-70. 

JOHILLA BRIDGE— 

Question re transhipment charges over the realised by the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway. 1226-27. 

JOINT STOCK COMPANY(IES)— 

Demand for Grant. 2340. 

JOSHI, Mb. N. M.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 2706. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2292-93, 2303. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (including Working Expensee). 
2260 , 2270, 2287-88. 

Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly Department. 2289. 

Election of — ^ to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 2490. 

Employers and Workmen (Disputes) Repealing Bill — 

Motion to consider. 394-95. 

Motion to pass. 396. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1734-38, 1744, 1745, 1794, 1795. 
General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1287, 1288, 1297-1300. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to refer tc Select Committee. 724, 728-30, 738. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in Jail. 2788. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1820-21. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” rc-r- 

Constitutional issue. 196*2, 1967, 1969-72. 

Royal Commission on Labour. 2145-51, 2154-55. 

‘^Railway H^oard ” re — 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1475, 1476, 
1481-84, 1485, 1486*, 1487, 1556, 1557, 1558. 
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JOSHI, Mr. N. M,—(contd.) 

Motion to take the Report of the Public Accounts Committee into consideration 
1185-86. 

Point of Order raised by whether a Member has a right to be heard on a 

? oint of order on which the Chair has given a decision without hearing the 
Eonourable Member. 2292-93. 

Question re — 

Allowances of traffic relieving staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1926-27. 

Amalgamation of the Accounts and Audit Departments of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 1071. 

Amalgamation of the Commercial and Transportation Departments of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1070-71. 

Attendance at the railway platforms of Railway Mail Service sorters. 2547-49. 

Complaint of official interference in the management of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway Employees* Co-oporative Society. 1072-73. 

Delegation of certain powers to Town Inspectors of Post Offices in the first 
class Head Offices. 2547. 

Denial of holidays to the staff of the Chief Traffic Manager’s Office, Great. 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 1070. 

Discontinuance of the capitation grant for education of railway employ«‘cs, 
1927. 

Excess of Civil Engineers on the East Indian Railway. 2407. 

Expenditure by the Post Office for the occupation of Thakersey House and 
Irwin House in Bombay. 2545-46. 

Increase of superior officers on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 2361. 

Leave rules for certain subordinates on the Great Indian Peninsula Railwav. 
1068. 

Non-transfer of staff of rates and claims branches in the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 1066. 

Number of officers in the Civil Engineering Department, East Indian Railway. 
2405-06. 

Number of Officers in the Mechanical Engineering Department, East Indian 
Railway. 2406. 

Promoted subordinates granted Lee Concessions on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 1068. 

Promc^tion of a European Officer on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1069-70. 

Promotion of an Anglo-Indian subordinate on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way. 1070. 

Promotion of subordinates in the Civil Engineering and Traffic Departments, 
East Indian Railway. 2407. 

Recruitment of certain European Officers for Rates and Claims (Work in the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066. 

Reduction of poets of junior Inspectors of Station Accounts on the Great Indira 
Peninsula Raihvay. 1071. 

* Report of the Railway Court of Enquiry. 1946. 

Retrenchment in tlie Moradabad Engineering Workshop. 2405. 

Revised cadres and promotion of subordinates in certain Departments of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066-68. 

Scales of pay in the Postal Department. 2549-60. 

Stopping of permanent recruitment for the Post Office. 2546. 

Subordinates promoted on the East Indian and Oudh and Rohilkhand 
ways. 2408. . ^ 

Supersession of certain subordinates in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway' 
1065. 

Supply pf wagon free to Dr. Driver by the Station Master, Xonarla. 1073. 
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JOSHI, Mb. N. yi—{coneld.) 

Quef^tion (Supplementary) re — 

ClaeeificatiaTi of political prisoners. 2779, 2780. 

Expenditure frrm Central Bevenues on Provincial Subjects. 2581. 

Incorrect lists of voters in the North-West Frontier Province. 248.S. 
Interception of a telefjram addressed to Mr. Tom Williams. 813, 815, 
Members nominated for the Committees of Bie Round Table Conference. 533. 
Nomination of Indian Christians as members of the Ajmer Municipal Com- 
mittee. 2656. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 2091. 
Retrenchment of Hindus and Sikhs in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 
1671, 1672. 

Secret European circular rc the Reforms. 2723, 2726. 

Utilisation of Fine Funds on railways. 653. 

Visit of the Director of the Central Publicity Bureau to Meerut in connection 
with the Meerut Conspiracy Case. 644. 

Report on 6nancial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3041. 

Resolution re — 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1173-74. 

Hours of work in coal mines. 1178-80. 

Recent Ordinances. 257-60, 201, 300. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2824. 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2862-64. 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2866-68. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

.Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2986-90. 

Wheat Import. Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to insert new clause 3. 691-93. 

Workmen’s Compensatiou (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 1042-47, 1055. 


JUDGMENT— 

Question re on an income-tax application in Sind. 1588-89. 

JUNCTION STATION— 

Question rc — 

Inconvenient timings of trains at Buklitiarpove . 629. 

Train examiners at . 628. 

JUSTICE, ADMINISTRATION OF— 

Demand for Grant. 2336. 


K 

kalimpong— 

Question re visit to of ^Ir. Strong, Coimiiissioner of InconiG-tax, Bengal. 

2486-87. 

lUMPTEB^ 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the hospitals for British and Indian troops at . 108. 

Hosnitals for British and« Indian troops at . 107-08. 
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KANNAD— 

Question re crea/tion of a separate administrative unit in the speakiug^ 

districts of the Bombay and Madras Presidencies. 2553. 

KARACHI— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Lillooah apprentices in the Indian Air Force at . 1619; 

Carriage of Air Mail between Rangoon and . 979-80. 

Delay in the delivery of mail at Kiamari, . 61. 

Employees discharged from the Customs Department, . 51. 

Export of salt to Calcutta from . 707. 

Income and expenditure from Customs and administration of and in- 

come-tax in Sind. 368-59. 

Kurkutch salt exported from to Calcutta. 1136. 

KARACHI HARBOUR— 

Question re transport facilities for salt in . 705. 

KARiSAL— 

Question re transfer of the Imperial Institute of Dairying from Bangalore 
to . 647. 

KARNATIK— 

Question re formation of a province. 2552-53. 

KAROL BAGH— 

Question re — 

Auction of land in and Paharganj for residential quarters. 2561. 

Sanitary amenities for , Delhi. 2487-88. 

Supply of filtered water, lighting, etc., in , Delhi. 2562-63. 

KASHMIR— 

Question re appointment of Indians as Superintendents of Post Offices in . 

1946. 

KATNI— 

Question re complaints against the Railway Company by the ex-Station Master, 
. 1227-28. 

KHADDARr— 

See “ Indian (Name Protection) Bill ” under “ Bill(s) 

KHEWRA SALT— 

Question re — 

Expansion of the works. 706. 

Railway concessions for the transport of to Calcutta. 1136. 

KHILAFAT COMMITTEE(S)— 

Question re arrest of members of Afghan jirgars and . 990. 

KHUSHI MOHAMED, Babu— 

Question re age of , late Chief Goods Clerk, 'North Western Railway, forced 

to retire. 2784. 

KIAMARI— 

Question^ re delay in the delivery of mail at % 


Karachi. 61. 
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kifayatullah, mufti— 

Question re- — 

Dispersal of a meeting in the Queen’s Garden, Delhi, and arrest of — 
2470-71. 

Notice under the Emergency Powers Ordinance served on . 2374-76. 

KING’S COMMISSIONED OFPICER(S)— 

Question re replacement of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers by in certain 

Units. 1927-28. 

kosma— 

Question re lack of a writing room at . 2363. 

KRISHNAMACHARIAR, Raja Bahadur G. — 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1855-58. 

Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 942. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1727-30. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1285-86 
Hindu Inheritance (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 941. 

Hindu Marriage Dissolution Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to re-circulate. 739, 742. 

Motion to re-circulate. 944-54. 

Hindu Untouchable Castes (Removal of Disabilities) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 940. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 84-93. 442, 443, 444, 447, 448, 449, 
468, 480. 

Indian liicomo-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 181-83. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1491-94. 
Resolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 129-31. 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India-. 580-81. 

Special Marriage (Amendment) Repealing Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 943. 

KUCHA RAHMAN— 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque in . 1951, 

1985-2008. 

KUMPTA— 

Question re construction of a railway line between H\ibli and . 1941. 

kurkutch salt— 

Question re exported from Karachi to Calcutta. .1136. 

KYAW myint, u— 

McMiion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council ” ri — 

Separation of Burma from India. 2187-89. 
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LABOUR— 

Question re — 

Corn-grinding given to political prisoners. 2567. 

imposed on prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 1666. 

Rates for common in the Delhi Province. 2009. 

LABOUR CORPS— 

credit balances due to members of Transport UnitS| — — etc 

2oOO. * 

LABOUR, ROYAL CJOMMISSION ON— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re . 2145-55. 

Question re report of the . 1528-29. 

LABOURERS— 

Question re acute financial condition of Indian in South Africa aad 

Malaya. 335. 

LADY(iES)— 

Question re — 

Alleged rough handling of a picketer by the police. 1226. 

arrested in Delhi and conditions of imprisonment in Delhi jail. 977. 

LADY EMPLOYEE(S)— 

See ‘‘ Employee(s) 

LADY HAltDlXGE .MEDICAL COLLEGE— 

Que.stion re uiipointnient of Bursar and Warden in the , New Delhi. 44. 

LADY PASSENGER(S)— 

Question re alleged racial discrimination in the medical examination of 

embarking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

See also “ Passenger(s) 

LADY PRISONER(S)- 

statement (laid on the tatle) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re treat- 
ment of niider-trial in the Delhi jail. 1625. 

* 

See al.so “ Prisoner(s) 

LADY STENOGRAPHERS— 

See “ Steiiographer(.s) 

LADY TFCKET COLLECTORS— 

See “ Ticket Collectors 

LADY TYPIST(S)— 

See ‘‘ TypistLs) 

LAHTRT CHAUDHURY, Mr. D. K.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 421, 422-25. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion# to refer to Select Committee. 483. 

Motion re-circulate. 962. 
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IjAHIRI CHAUDHURY, Mr. D. K. — (concld.) 

Hindu Widows* Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 451, 452, 456-57. ‘ 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2450-51. 

Arrest and internment of Mahatma Gandhi. 72. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — > 

‘‘ Railway Board ** re — 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1474, 1475 
1477, 1496-98. * 

Question re — 

Application of tlit 10 per cent, cut in pay to duftries and record sorters. 
807-08, 

land in Karol Bagh and Paharganj for residential quarters, 

2561. 

Provision of quarters for the staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 
Delhi. 2560-61. 

Subsidy paid for the mail motor service between Salem and Athur. 1923. 

Qu^tion (Supplementary) re scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive 
Councillors and Ministers in the Nortli-West Frontier Province. 554-55. 


LAHORE— 

Question re — 

A defective railroad subway between Badami 
1377-78. 


Bngh and railway stations. 


Appointment of Sikhs to the Currency Office, . 1676. 

Government school for disabled soldiers at . 1125. 

Number of persons discharged from the office of the Controller of Military 
Accounts, . 2014. 

Refusal of the Executive Officer, Cantonment Board to convene a 

special meeting of the Board. 743-44. 

Rejection of an application for construction of a bungalow in Canton- 

ment. 744. 

Withholding of resolutions from the meeting of the Cantonment Board. 

743. 

Women prisoners transferred to in a third class compartment. 1523-24. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young rc non-inclusion of certain 
resolutions in the agenda- of a meeting of the Cantonment Board. 2616. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 
appointment of Sikhs in the Currency Office, . 2670-71, 


liAHORE CANTONMENT— 

Question re licences of meat sellers in . 744. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re rejection of an appli- 
cation for construction of a bungalow in . 2615. 


IjAL CHAND, Honoii.4Ry Captain Rao Bahadur Chauduvri — 
General Discussion of the General Budget. 1793-97. 
Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to consider. 292*1-22. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Executive* Council ** re — 

Indianisation of the Army. 2131-34, 2135. 
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liALCHAND NAVALRAI, Mb.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s report. 1096. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1139-40. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill— 

Motion to omit clause 4. 2537-42. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2619-24, 2634, 2637, 2638. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2757^ 2761-64. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1748-51. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to re ter to Select Committee. 483. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 94-96. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 175-81. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Railway Board ” re— 

Abolition of the Railway Board. 1326-27. 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1386-88, 1390, 1398. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1549. 
Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1361, 1370. 

Point of order raised by as to whether the replies to questions laid on 

the table should not be read out in the House so that supplementary ques- 
tions might be put. 1610. 

Question re — 

A defective railroad subway between Badaini Bagh and Lahore railway 
stations. 1377-78. 

Abolition of the StafE College at Dehra Dun. 59-60. 

Accounts of disooveries at Mohenjodaro. 2016-17. 

Advance of money by Government to the Imperial Gymkhana Club, New 
Delhi. 551-52. 

Alleged abuse by the Station Master, Amritsar, of the Assistant Station 
Master. 1379. 

Allowance for officers and staffs on deputation. 1667-69. 

Allowances and duties of guards on the North Western Railway. 2384-85^ 
Amendment of the Indian Income-tax Act. 1589. 

Appointment of. > Assistant Controllers on the North Western Railway. 986, 
1605-06. 

Appointment of Traffic Inspectors on the North Western Railway. 986. 
Belated claims of ex-Military men to pay, pension, etc. 2385. 

Classes of imprisonment awarded to political prisoners. 364-66. 

Contribution by Britain to the cost of the British Army in India. 55-56. 
Credit balances due to members of Transport Units, Labour Corps, etc. 
2385. 

Days spent in Sind by the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay Presidency. 
1591. 

Delay in the delivery of mail at Kiamari, Karachi. 61. 

Disposal of income-tax applications in Sind. 1589. 

Dissatisfaction amongst railway staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 878. 
Distinction between Jains and Hindus in coqnection with retrenchment m 
tl:f^<^office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2717. 
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LALCHAND NAVALRAI, Mr.— ( confd.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Divisional organisation on the North Western Railway. 59. 

Employment in non>signalling posts of telegraphist postal clerks^ 1516-17. * 
Grievances of railway staff of the Howrah Goods Shed. 878-79. 

High water meter rent in New Delhi. 1929. 

Income-tax applications in Sind. 1590, 1691. 

Injustice in retrenchment of men of Accounts and Audit Offices. 879. 
Instructions for the Commissioner of Income-tax, Sind. 1590. 

Judgment on an income-tax application in Sind. 1588-89. 

Men retrenched in Accounts and Audit Offices. 880. 

Non-retrenchment of low-paid clerks and typists. 880. 

Number of Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, etc., in the Government of 
India Departments. 57. 

Orders regarding retrenchment of staff. 879. 

Presses asked to furnish securities. 60. 

Promotion of guards on the North Western Railway. 2384. 

Quarterly bills for water charges in Now Delhi. 1929-30. 

Reduction in British and Indian regiments in India. 56. 

Re-employment of men retrenched from offices under the Central Govern- - 
ment. 880. 

Refusal to exhibit certain jewellery at Mohenjodaro. 2016. 

Removal of antiejuities from Mohenjodaro to the Delhi Museum. 62-63. 
Resolutions on the draft Bill to establish a Medical Council in India. 60. 
Retrenchment of high officials in the Railway Board and State Railways. 
58-59. 

Retrenchment of officers of the Central Board of Revenue. 58. 

Retrenchment of one member of the Executive Council. 56-57. 
Retrenchment of railway officers in divisions or at headquarters. 59. 

Return of fees deposited by applicants under the Indian income-tax Act. 
1590-91. 

Salary of the officer in charge of the Mohenjodaro excavations and retrench- 
ment of his staff. 61-62. 

Secret European circular regarding the Reforms. 2721-28. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners. 2366. 

Arrests in the North-West Frontier Province. 332. 

Classification of lady prisoners. 344. 

Classification of political prisoners. 2779, 2780. 

Contract for clothing entrusted to Messrs. Hoe and Company. 1132. 
Contracts for bookstalls on the South Indian and Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railways. 1131. 

Dangers in connection with electric supply. 28. 

Destruction of insufficiently stamped postcards. 38. 

Employees discharged from the Customs Department, Karachi. 51. 
Employment of Muslims in the Finance Department. 1247. 

Expenditure on the Ecclesiastical Department. 2351-52. 

Holding of the summer session of the Legislative Assembly at ^ew Delhi 
or Simla. 1382. 

Indian National Congress. 2378-79. 

Local purchases by the North Western Railway Medical Department. 1515* 
{^embers nominated for the committees of the Round Table Conference. 
533-84. 

Monthly Railway Time Table issued, by the South Indian Raihvtfjiy 1133. 
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LALCHAND NAVALRAI, Mb.— ( concXd.) 

Question (Supplementary) re — (concld,) 

Mnslim representation in the North Western Railway, Medical Department. 
1611. 

’ Publication by new'spapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 546. 
Railway Court of Enquiry. 1585, 1586. 

Railway saloons provided for railway officials. 32. 

Recruitment of Indians and Europeans to the Indian Civil Service and the 
Indian Police Service. 26-27. 

Reports of Retrenchment Committees. 364. 

Retrenchment proposals of the Railway Board. 1664. 

Supersession of certain officers on the North AVestern Railway. 1600. 
Resolution re — 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 583-84. 

Imperial Bank of India. 117-20, 123. 

Recent Ordinances. 272-75, 289. 

LALMONIRHAT— 

Question re Lucknow train service. 2216 

LAND(S)— 

Question /r auction of in Karol Bagh and Paliargunj for residential (jiiar- 

ters. 2561. 

LANDING— 

Question re instruction in for officers and men of tlie Air Force. 438-39. 

LANDLORD(S)— 

Question re assessment of income-tax jjayable hy . 1242. 

LANSDOWNE INSTITUTE— 

Question re construction of offices in the garden of the , Rawalpindi. 

1594-95. 

LATHKES)— 

Question re purchase of by the Government of India. 337. 

LATHI CHARGES— 

Question re — 

Distinction between light and heavy . 2579. 

Subjection of women to . 2579. 

LATRINES— 

Question re in menials’ quarters. 715. 

LAAA^REXCE SCHOOL(S)— 

See ‘‘ School(s) 

LEADER OF THE HOUSE— 

Motion for Adjournment re unsatisfactory reply of the in ***^fi^*’*^ 

expediting of the reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail. 2785-88, 28 - 9 - 4 /. 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS— 

Question re — 

Amount of contributions from different nations to the . 2347-60. 

Indian representation in the Secretariat of the . 340-41. 

Staff of the Secretariat and the amount of contributions made 7 

different nations. 349-51. 

Stasis of India as member of the . 337-^8. 

k. 
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LEAVE— 

Question re — 

Casual and gate allowances of crew staff and ticket collectors of tke* 

East Indian Railway. 359-60. 

Casual for officers and clerks on the North Western Railway. 2396. 

and passes for porters of the East Indian ILiilway. 654. 

for subordinates of tlie Bengal and North Western Railway. 1531. 

Railway passes granted to staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go^ 
on on half pay. 2782. 

Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go on on half pay. 2781. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re for subordinates of the 

Bengal and North Western Railway. 2793. 

leave reserve— 

Question re of Assistants in the office of the Director General of Posts 

a-nd Telegraphs. 343. 

LEAVE RULES— 

Question re — 

for certain subordinates on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1068. 

on the North Western Railway. 708-09, 2393-9’t. 

LEAVE VACANCIES— 

Question re promotions in -on the North Western Railway. 564. 

LEE CONCESSIONS— 

Question rr promoted subordinates granted on the Great Indian Penin- 

sula Railway. 1068. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

Address by His Excellency the Viceroy to the Members of the . 1-12. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General declaring 

certain heads of expenditure to he oi>en to discussion hy the when tlm 

budget is under consideration. 1017. 

Motion for Adjournment re publication in the press of the speeches. 

657-63. 

Obstruction of Members entering the Cluwnbcr. 1078-80. 

Question re — 

Allocation of seats in the and C'ouucil of State to the North-West Fron- 

tier Prov-ince. 2583. 

Allotment of further da vs for the discussion of non-official Bills in the . 

701-02. 

Censorship of press nies.sages of proceedings of the . 1231. 

Censorship of press messages regarding proceedings of the . 1077-78. 

Holding of the summer session of the at New Delhi or Simla*. 1381-82V 

Letter by Members of the on the futuiv constitution of India. 2715-16. 

Members of nominated to Retrenclimeut Committees. 656-57. 

returned to the by the Patna runt Bhnhabad Non-Muhammadanr 

^emstituency. 2909. 

Publication by newspa|>ers of proceedings of the . 545-46. 

Resolutions adopted by the in 1931. 339. 

Statem^t (laid on the table) by Sir Lancelot Graham rc election expenses of 
^sandidates for election ^ to the . 155-65. 

Statement (laid on the table) re action taken on Resolutions adi()^ted by the- 

. 667 - 70 . 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEPART- 
MENT— 

Demand for Grant. 2289. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 933. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL— 

Question re election of Indian members to the in Fiji. 530-31. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Grant. 2334. 

LEGISLATURE— 

Question re — 

Allocation of seats in the Indian for the North-West Frontier Province 

666-56. 

Formation of Franchise Committee of the Central . 876. 

Orders in certain ofTices prohibiting subordinates from approacliing Members 

of the for redress of grievances. 707. 

Reduction of travelling and other allowances of Members of the . 2590- 

91. 

Statement by Mr. President on Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer’s motion for adjourn- 
ment re publication in the press of the proceedings of the . 721-22. 

LETTER(S)— 

Question re — 

to Maulvi Mohammad Shafee Daudi re his visit to the North-West 

Frontier Province. 1C13-17. 

Stamps for addressed to postal officials. 651-62. 

LICENCE(S)— 

Question re — 

of meat sellers in Lahore Cantonment. 744. 

Non-issue of arms in Malabar. 1510. 

LIGHTHOUSES AND LIGHTSHIPS— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 926-27. 

Demand for Grant. 2336. 

LIGHTHOUSES AND LIGHTSHIPS, CAPITAL OUTLAY ON— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 928. 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

LIGHTING^ 

Question re supply of filtered water, , etc., in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 2062-63. 

LILLOOAH— 

Question re — 

Appointment and promotion of an “outsider” in the -railway work- 
shop. 1621. ^ 

Appointment of apprentices of the railway workshops. 1617;! ^ 

21. ^ 

Appointment of apprentices as electricians and train examiners. 

Appointment of apprentices in the Indian Air Force at Karaclii- 

Education and training of certain employees in the Ea§t Indian ^ 

Workshops at . 667. 1519-20. 

Linking the number of apprentices in the — — railway workshops. 1 
Transfer of the Works* Manager, workshop. 1521-22. 
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IQUOR SHOP(S)— 

Question re picketing of in the North-West Frontier Province. 990. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Evelyn Howell re picketing of in the * 

North-West Frontier Province. 2498. 

STIGATION OFFICERr-. 

Question re pay of the , North Western Railway. 662. 

jOANS — 

Question re — 

Deposits, and cash credits of other banks with the Imperial Bank of 

India. 1063-64. 

Government in 1931. 342. 

asked for by Provincial Grovernments. 1229. 

[DANS AND ADVANCES BEARING INTEREST— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 928. 

Demand for Grant. 2345. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 935-36. 

local ADMINISTRATION— 

Question re excise revenue collected by the in Ajmer-Merwara. 2389. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Question re cuts in low pays in the and Government of India. 2350. 

LOCATION— 

Question re permanent of the Secretariat iu New Delhi. 1611-12. 

LOCO. AND CARRIAGE SHOPS— 

Question re retrenchment of Works Manager, etc., of the , North Western 

Railway. 2397. 

LOCO. HEADQUARTERS OFFICE(S)— 

Question re head draftsman, , North Western Railway. 2393. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Rau re head draftsman, , North 

Western Railway. 2854. 

LOCOMOTIVES— 

Question re idle of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1935. 

LONAVLA— 

Question re supply of wagons free to Dr. Driver by the Station Master, . 

1073. 

LONDON— 

Question re — 

Admission of students of Indian Universities to the Society of Incorporated 

Accountants and Auditors, . 647. 

Retrenchment in Indian Publicity Offices in and New York. 820. 

Standard of qualifications of Engineering Examinations in and in 

India. 2474-76. • 

I^OWER DIVISION CLERKS— 

See^ “ 01eFk(8)*”. 

I-OWER DIVISION CLERKSkiPS— 

See “ Clerks1iip(s) 



■ INDEX TO legislative assembly DEBAl'ES. 

LOWER GAZETTED SERVICE— 

P«««*y of Muslima in the of the North Weatern Railway, 

lOilOa ^ ' 


LOWER SELECTION GRADE— 

Question re promotion of juniors in the in postal circle. 1696-98. 

LOWER SUBORDINATE— 

Question rc promotion of staff in the Engineering Department of the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 823. 

LOWEST SELECTION GRADE— 

Question re abolition of the examination in the Post Office. 1943-44. 

See also ** Selection grade **. 

LOWEST SELECTION GRADE EXAMINATION— 

See ** Selection Grade Examination **. 

LUCKNOW— 

Question re — 

Communities of chargemeii appointed in the East Indian Railway Work- 
shop at . 567. 

Lalmonirhat train service. 2216. 

Reintroduction of a through carriage between and Bombay on tbe 

Great Indian Peninsula Railivay. 2662. 

1 A ALLPUR— 

Question re prices of wheat at Cawiipore and . 536-37. 


M 

MACHTNERYaES)— 

Question re — 

Installation of in jails. 2469-70. 

lost in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1617. 

MACLAGAN ENGINEERING APPRENTICES— 

See “ Apprentice(s) ”, 

MACQUEEN, Mr. P.— - 

Oath of Office. 13. 

MADRAS— 

Question re — 

Anglo-Indian women retained in officiating vacancies in the Genera 

Post Office 633-34. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Punjab and Income-tax Departments. 

69-70. 

Creation of a separate administrative unit in the Kannad-speaking districts 

of the Bombay and Presidencies. 2553. 

Motor mail contracts in Bombay, and Bengal. 2085. 

Party to the Postmaster General, , by the Managing Director of a motor 

mail service. 1220-21. 

Retrenchment of staff in the office of the Deputy Controller of Qurrency, 
. 28-29. 

Staidtlent (laid on the table), by Mr. T. Ryan re Motor Mail contracts m 
Bombay^ and Bengal. — 2967-68. 
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madras and southern MAHRATTA RAILWAY{8)— 

See “ Railway(8) 


madras, government of— 

Quration re iMtruotions re reduction of pay and retrenchment of personnel by 
t;u6 ■ • 29. 


MAGAZINE(S)— 

Qiiestion re cost of the Eastern Bengal Railvay Supplement to the Indian 
State Railway . 1632. 

jIAGH MELA— 

Question re advertising of the of Allahabad. 819-20. 


MAIL{S)— 

Question re — 

Contract for the conveyance of between Erode and Satyainangalam. 

1219**20. 

Contracts for the conveyance of in the Delua Dun and Jhansi Postal 

Divisions. 2095-96. 

Delay in the delivery of at Kiamari, Karachi. 61. 

Delay of in Navalgund and Nargund in the Dhavwar District. 1664. 

Overtime allowance paid for sorting English . 2661. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re — 

Contract for the conveyance of between Erode and Satyainangalam. 

2968. 

Motor contracts in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 2967-68. 


MAIL CONTRACTS— 
See ** Contracts) 


MAIL MOTOR SERVICB— 

Question re — 

Subsidy paid for the between Salem and Athur. 1923. 

See also ** Seryice(s) 


MAIL TRAIN(S)— 

Question re non-availability of intermediate class passes by . 2394. 

MAIN L1NE(S>— 

Question re ticket checking on and Branch Linos. 2211. 

MALABAR— 

Question re non-issue of arms licences in . 1510. 

MALAVIYA, Pandit MADAN MOHAN— 

Question re withholding of a cable sent by . 2470. 

Malay peninsula— 

Question re disparity of sexes among Indian immigrants in the . 647-48. 

Malaya— 

Question re — 

Acute financial condition* of Indian labourers in South Africa and . 335. 

Composition of the Indian Immigration Committee in the Peninsula. 

334. 

Drink evil in . 334-35. 

Indians repatriated fronf . 335. 


2 
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MALTREATMENT^ 

Motion for Adjouriiment re alleged of women political prisoners. 2283 

2408, 2442^. 

MANAGER(S)— 

Question re — 

Traffic , North Western Railway. 2393. 

Transfer of the Works , Lillooah Workshop. 1521-22. 

MANAGING COMMITTEE— 

Question re of the East Indian Railway Anglo-Vernacular High School 

at Tundla. 66-67. 

MANAGING DIRECTOR— 

Question re party to the Postmaster General, Madras, by the of a motor 

mail service. 1220-21. 

MANOHAR LAL, Mr.— 

Question re — 

Allegations against , a clerk in the office of the Assistant Director ot 

Ordnance Services (Provision). 1623-24. 

Previous service of , now in the office of the Director of Ordnniucs 

(Provision). 2574-76. 

MARATHI— 

Question re recruitment of members of and Canaresc backward coniiim- 

nities in Central Government services. 1928. 

MARINE— 

Question re development of the Indian Mercantile . 2586. 

MARINE ENGINEER(S)— 

Question re training of . 2582. 

MARINE ENGINEERING— 

Question re — 

Candidates granted scholarships for training in . 2584. 

Scholarship granted for the training of Indians in , 2584. 

Training of Indians in . 2585. 

MARKER(S)— 

Question re employed in the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

'V'f! 

MASWOOD AHMAD, Mr, M.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 519. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2817-18. 

Clause 3. 2885. 

Clause 4. 2891. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. *1304. 

Hedjaz Pilgrims (Muallims) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3007, 3008. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Moti(M to refer to Select Committee. 2974. 
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MASWOOD AHMAD, Mr. M. — (concld.) 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the xjoJice in Dellii and desecration of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman. 1985-88. 

IVlotion to reduce Demand for— 

“ Railway Board *' re — 

Abolition of the Railway Board. 1327. 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1383-86, 1394, 1401. 

Favouritism in the railways. 1436, 1446. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1568. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1402-05, 1421, 1425, 1435. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1331-38, 1345, 1357, 
1359, 13(>0, 1361, 13(i3, 1374-75. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Conservancy Inspector at the Central 
Telegraph Office. 559-60. 

Abolition of the x^osts of Su})erintendents of Wireless and Cash Branches 
of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1507. 

Additional duty realised on imiiorted foreign salt. 703-04. 

Alleged partiality in the allotment of quarters. 1235. 

Alleged threatening of Muslim clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office. 2362. 

Appointment in the Income-tax Department of Bihar and Orissa. 827-28. 

A|)pointment in the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Calcutta. 
1^506-07. 

Appointment of apprentices to the Security Printing, India, and the 
Currency Note Press. 543-44. 

Ai)pointment of IVIuslim Income-tax Officers in Bihar and Orissa. 1003. 

Appointment of Mu.slim Medical Officers in Ajnier-Merwara. 70-71. 

Appointment of Muslims in Civil Accounts Offices. 1924. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Security Printing, India, Currency Note 
Press and Central Stamp Stores. 543. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Telegraphs Department. 34. 

Appointment of IMuslims to the North Western Railway Medical Service. 
541. 

Appointment of Superintendent, Wireless Branch, office of the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs. 1508. 

Commercial audit in Government factories. 1933-34. 

Communities of clerk.s, etc., on the North Western Railway. 1233. 

Cost of staff of various communities on Indian railways. 10<4. 

Denial of Calcutta-Delhi transfer concessions to certain clerks and peons of 
the office of tho Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1509. 

Departmental i)romotions in All-India Services. 1234. 

Employment of Muslims in the Telegraph Department. 1921-25. 

Exemption of certain clerks from the ten i)er cent, cut in i>ay. 1508-09. 

Government loans in 1931. 342. 

Increase of i>ercentage after retrenchment of Hindus in the .Vrchieological 
Department. 2571-72. 

Eocal purchases bv the North Western Railway Medical Department. 1514- 
15. 

Members of the Legislative Assembly nominated to Ri‘trenchment Commit- 
tees. 656-57. 

Misuse of passes on the North Western Railway. 1512-14. 

Mlislim establishment clerks in the East Indian Railway. 1015. 

Muslim establishment officers in the Eastern Bengal Railway. 101£. 
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MASWOOD AHMAD, Mr. M.— (corM.) 

Question re (concld,) 

Muslim representation in appointments on the North Western Railway. 
1003-04. 

Muslim representation in railway services in East Bengal. 1016. 

Muslim representation in the North Western Railway Medical Department. 
1610-12. 

Muslims appointed as Office Superintendents and Head Clerks on the North 
Western and East Indian Railways. 1945-46. 

Muslims appointed as Personal Officers on the North Western Railwav. 
1926. 

Muslims employed in the Indian Telegraph Department. 1016-16. 

Muslims promoted to the Superior Revenue Establishment of the North 
Western Railway. 1926-26. 

Number and communities of staff in each division of the North Western 
Railway. 1946. 

Number of Indian Medical Department Assistant Surgeons on the North 
Western Railway. 642. 

Office hours of Muslim employees of the office of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs, during the Bamzan. 1234. 

Paucity of Muslims appointed to the office of the Deputy Accountant Gene- 
ral, Posts and Telegraphs. 1924. 

Pay of the Conservancy Inspector of the Telegraph Office, Simla. 560. 
Pay sheets of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 2^362. 

Percentage of different communities on the subordinate staff of State 
ways. 1074. 

Purchase of emergency equipment by the North Western Railway Medical 
Department. 1616-16. 

Recruitment of Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Railway. 542. 
Recruitment of Muslims as apprentice mechanics on various railways. 
1233. 

Report on the representation of minority communities in Railw'ay Service. 
1074-76. 

Representation of Muslims in the Railway Services. 558-59, 1005-15. 
Retrenchment in the Delhi Division of the North Western Railwav. bX)4- 
03, 1925. 

Seniority list of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 2362. 

Staff of the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 699. 
Staff of the office of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegrai)hs. 700. 
Staff of the office of the Audit Officer, Indian Stores Department. 701.- 
Staff of the office of tke Auditor General in India. 695-98. 

Staff of the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraplis. 
7004)1. 

Staff of the office of the Director, Railway Audit. 701. 

Staff of the Security Printing, India, Currency Note Press and Central 
Stamp Stores at Nasik. 642-43. 

Status of headmasters in Railway schools. 2479-80. 

Volunteers for retirement in the office of the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. 1507. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of Muslims on the North Western Railway. 1620. 
Employment of Hindus on the North Western Railway. 993-94. 
Employment of Muslims in the Finance Department. 1246. 

Letter to Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi re his visit to the North-Wefll^ 
Frontier Province. 1616. * 

Railway Court of Enquiry. 1686. 
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MASWOOD AHMAD, Mr. M. — {coneld.) 

Resolution re—* 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1168-69. 

Recent Ordinances. 264-66, 290. 

MATRON(S)— 

Question re emoluments of and nurses in British Family Hospitals. 973. 

MEAT— 

Question rc— 

Hawking of in New Delhi. 1673. 

Sale of in Delhi and New Delhi. 1672-73. 

Sale of in Peshawar. 822. 

MEAT SELIiER(S)— 

Question re licences of in Lahore Cantonment. 744. 

MEAT SHOP(S)— 

Question re bye-laws for swootmoat shops and in Delhi. 2574. 

MECHANICAL DRAWING OFFICTR(S)— 

See ** Drawing 0fl&cer(s) 

MECHANICS— 

Question re recruitment ol Muslims as apprentice on various railways. 

1233. 

MEDICAL BOARD(S)— 

Question rc — 

Appeal against decisions of . 635. 

— - proceedings refused to Indian Ranks. G35. 

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES— 

Question re — 

of Ayurvedic practitioners. 642. 

required from the North Western Railway employees. 2399. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE(S)— 

Question re appointment of Bursar and Warden in the Lady Unrdinge — — , 
Ne\r Delhi. 44. 

medical council— 

Question re resolutions on the draft Bill to establish a in India. 60. 

medical council bill— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Billfs) 

medical department— 

Question re — 

Accelerated promotion for officers of the Indian . 881-82. 

Local purchases by the North Western Railway . 1514-15. 

Muslim representation in the North Western Railway . 1510-12. 

Number of Indian Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Railway. 

• 642 . , 

Purchase of emergency equipment hy the North Western RaUway. 161&- 
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MEDICAL EXAMINATION— 

Question re — 

Alleged racial discrimination in the of lady passengers embarking at 

Calcutta for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

of railway employees on the North Western Railway. 826. 

Provision for railway emplo 3 'ee 8 failing in the on the North Western 

Railway. 826. 

See also “ Examination(s) 

MEDICAL OFFICER(S)— 

Question re appointment of Muslim in Ajmer-Merwara. 70-71. 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER(S)— 

Question re registering of Indian . 982-8t3. 

MEDICAL SERVICE(S)— 

Demand for Grant. 2338. 

Question re appointment of Muslims to the North Western Railway . 5^ 

MEDICAL TREATMENT— 

Question re of employees on the North Western Railway. 2399. 

MEERUT— 

Question re — 

C'Oinment on the Conspiracy Case in the Times of India Annual. 641-45. 

Visit of the Director of the Central Publicity Riireau to in connection 

with the Conspiracy Case. 644. 

MEG AW, Major-General JOHN WALLACE DICK— 

Oath of Office. 2543. 

MEMBER(S)— 

Obstruction of entering the Assembly C^iambor. 1078-80. 

MEMORANDUM— 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourabh* Sir George Schuster rr roj)ort 

on the Howard-Nixon regarding financial questions arising out ol tlip 

separation of Burma from India. 2224-29. 

MEMORIAL(S)— 

Question re — ^ 

from Engineering Supervisors, Telegraphs. 1509-10. 

withlield by the Railway Board. 1586, 1587. 

MERCANTILE MARINE.— 

Question re development of the TVidian . 2586. 

MERCHANT(S)— 

Question re representation of Dargah and Pushkar and of cloth and sugar 
on the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2391. 


MESSAGE(S)— 

from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General — 

Appointing dates for the presentation and discussion of the General 

. p cl et. 

Appointing dates for the presentation and discussion of the Railway Hucg 
1016. ‘ • 
Appointing the Honourable Sir George Rainy to perform the 
assigned to the Finance Memlier on the occasion of the general ctis 
of the Railway Budget. 1017. 
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messages — (concld,) 

— -- from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General — (concld.) 
Declaring certain heads of expenditure to be ox^en to discussion by the 
Legislative Assembly when the Budget is under consideration. 1017. 
Regarding the allotment of a-n additional day for the discussion of the 
Demands for Grants. 1865. 

Question re censorship of press regarding proceedings of the Assembly. 

1077-78, 1231. 

MESSENGER(S)— 

Question re system of payment for telegraph . 2597-99. 

meteorology — 

Demand for Grant. 2337. 

METER(S)— 

Question re high water rent in New Delhi. 1929. 

MtlOW— 

Question re stall of the Veterinary Hospital at Cantonment. 358. 

MHOAV CANTONMENT— 

Question re exijulsion of certain citizens from . 2212-13. 

.MILEAGE ALLOWANCES— 

See ** Allowance(s) 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS— 

Question re number of persons discharged from tlio office of the Controller 
of , Lahore. 2014. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS DP^PARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Discliargo of Sikh clerks from the . 1683-81. 

men on deputation in the Military Einance Department. 2020. 

Recruitment of Assistant Financial Advisers from the . 2019. 

M I LIT.ARY AUTHORITIES— 

Questit>n re circular to the at Chittagong to retrain Ironi reprisals on 

communal lines. 47-48. 

MILITARY CHIEF CLERKS— 

See “ Clork(s) 

MILITARY DAIRY FARM(S)— 

See “ Dairy Farni.s 

military DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re savings to he effected in hy the ten per cent, cut in salaries. 

34. 

*mtlitary engineering corps— 

Question re distinction in pension conditions between the Tnf'’an Army Service 
Corps and the . 1928-29. 

military engineering SKHVTCE(S)— 

Question re — 

4*aucity of Muslims in the , Presidency and Assam district. 2477-i8. 

Qualifications and comiftunitios of engineers in the . 2473. 



Ii4 1>’DEX T() LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

MILITARY EXPENDITURE— 

Question re retrenchment in . 2010. 

MILITARY FINANCE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Under Secretaries in the . 2020-21. 

Military Accounts Department men on deputation in the . 2020. 

Retrenchments in the . 2018-19. 

MILITARY GRASS FARM{S)— 

See “ Grass Farms 

MILITARY LANDS— 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re disposal of appeals by 
the Inspecting Officer, and Cantonments, Northern Command. 2854. * 

MILITARY MAN(EN)— 

Question re — 

Belated claims of ex~ to pay, . pension, etc. 2385. 

Grievances of denied pensions. 1692. 

Pension of certain increased bv re-eniplovineiit during the Great War. 

2602. 

Refusal of disabilit 3 ^ pensions to certain discharged . 1687-90, 1<392 

1693-94. 

MILITARY OFFTCER(S)— 

Question re — 

Credit balances due to serving between 1919 and 1924. 1076-77. 

Promotion of Indian . 1930-31. 

Promotion of Indian to staff appointments. 1931-32. 

MILITARY PENSION(S)— 

Question re — 

Facilities for claiming . 2604. 

claims. 2603-04. 

Rates of . 2601-02. 

Temporary increment in pre-war . 039 . 

See also “ Pension(.s) 

MILITARY PENSION CLAIMS— 

Question re time-barred. 1075-76. 

MILITARY PENSIONER(S)— 

Quest i<5n re female -r . 638. 

MILITARY POWER HOUSES— 

See “ Power House(s) 

MILITARY SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Arrears of pension for disabilitv .suhsequentiv declared as attributable i' 
. 2601. 

Di. senses caused by . 2601. 

Kaiiiily pensions refused for syces killed on . 6.38. 

Payment of disability pensions for . 29J4-06. 

Pr«eumonia caused by . 635. 
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military 8TATI0N(S)— 

Qiiestion re hospitals for British and Indian troops in . 109. 

military troops^- 

Sec “ Troop(s) 

MILITARY WORKSHOPS— 

See “ Workshop(s) 

M1LL(S)— 

Question re negotia/tions with a foreign firm by Messrs. Tatas for erection of a 
sheet . 1230. 

minks — 

Demand for Grant. 2337. 

Resolution re hours of work in coal . 1177-81. 

mineral WATER-i “ ' ' 

Question re supply of ice and on the East Indian Railway. 2213-15. 

MJNGALADEN— 

Question re construction of a Roman Catholic Church at Cantonment. 

2577-78. 

MINISTER(S)— 

Question re scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and 

in the North-West Frontier Province. 552-55. 

«i>- ' i 

M 1 NTSTERTAL ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question re appointment of Muslims to of the Central Government. 

2087-88. 

MINISTERIAL STAFF— 

Question re and inferior staff quarters in New Delhi. 2203. 

MINORITY COMMUNITY(TES)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of members of in the Railway Mail Service. 1534. 

Report on the representation of — in railway service. 1074-75. 

c also “ Community (ies) 

MINT— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 927. 

Demand for Grant. 2340. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 934-35. 

MIKA BEN, Miss— 

Question re interception of a telegram sent by . 2352-53. 

M ISCELLANEOUS— 

Demand for Grant. 2341. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 935. 

miscellaneous DEPART^IENTS— 

Demand for Gvcant. 2340. 

^^HSCEI.LANEOUS EXPENDITURE (RAILWAYS)-- 
Demand for Grant. 158& 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1832. 
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MISCELLANEOUS OBLIGATIONS, INTEREST ON— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932-33. 

MISRA, Mb. B. N.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 1154-66. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2310-12. 

Hindu Widows* Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 454-56. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ’* re lack of supervision and control over Company-managf.l 
railways. 1451-53. 

Question re — 

Allowances in the office of the Railway Board. 1315-16. 

Departmental punishment of Government servants. 2720. 

Discharge of temporary staff in the Controller of Railway Accounts Office 
1316-17. 

Duties of men promoted in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordinatice 
Serv'ices (Provisi<m). 2576. 

Einplo^’ees of the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2014. 

Employment of Oriyas on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1620. 

Number of clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi, 
Ajmer-Merwara and Central India. 2719. 

Number of Government pensioners. 27. 

Office hours in the office of the Controller of Railway Accounts. 1316. 
Oriyas employed in the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1073-74. 

Party to the Po.stma.stor General, Madras, by the Managing Diref‘tor of a 
motor mail .service. 1220-21. 

Passe.s issuetl during holidays on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2014-lo. 
Previous service of Mr. Manohar Dal, now in the office of the Director of 
Ordnance (Provision). 2574-75. 

Promotion of a cashier in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordiiaine 
Services (Provision). 2576. 

Retrenchment of the ajipointmeiits in Arsenals of certain men brought 
from Arsenals to Army Headquarters. 2575-76. 

Travelling allowance paid on transfer to a Superintendent of Post Offifcs 
in Mysore. 695. 

Resolution re Chief Justjees of High Courts. 141-42. 

MITRA, Mr. S. C.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 518. 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1086, 1094-96, 1121. 
Consideration of clause 2. 1138-39. 

Clause 4. 1144-45. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 413-20, 421, 422, 427, 428. 

Motion to consider. 18a5-48, 1859, 1864, 1873, 1882, 1885. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2501-02,, 2502-03, 2505-07, 2512, 2524, 2525. 
Consideration of clause 4 . 2627, 2633, 2636, 2642-44, 2653, 2654. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2683. 

Motion to pass. 2694-98, 2704. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Apflrop^iaiion from Depreciation Fund. 1830. 
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MITRA, Mb. S. C. — (contd,) 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 2612. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2739, 2754, 2758, 2765. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2810. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1734, 1735. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 451, 562. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2914-17, 2918, 2921. 

Motion to consider. 2923, 2924. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 787, 788. 
fndian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Amendment Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2928. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2447, 2448. 
Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expedit- 
ing of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail. 2844-46. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1815. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council ” re — 

Indianisation of the army. 2134-35. 

Retrenchment. 2025-45, 2065, 2066, 2081-82. 

** Public Service Commission ” re — 

Inadequate rotromhmeiit. 2332-33. 

Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1385, 1394-95, 1398. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1544, 1548, 
1549, 1559, 1560. 

Favouritism in the railways. 1438-44. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1468. 
Lack of supervision and control over Company-managed railways. 1450- 
51. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1423, 1429. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1363. 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Point of order raised by Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer aa to whether an Honourable 
Member who is directly and personally concerned with the affairs of a 
contracting firm is entitled to take part in a debate concerning it. 2158-59. 

Point of order raised by as to whether an Honourable Member can 

impugn the correctness of the statement of another Honourable Member in 
the House. 422. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3000-01. 

Question re — 

Abolition .of the lowest selection grade examination in the post office. 1943- 
• 44. 

Abolition of the post hf Director of Botanical Survey. 41. 

Accommodation of women prisoners in the Delhi jail. 2476. 
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MITRA, Mr. S. C.— (conid.) 

Question re — (contd.) 

Accountants reverted to their substantive appointments. 2552. 

Additional water supply necessary in Delhi in case of stoppage of tho 
Simla exodus. 40. 

Allegations about the “ Deoli Detenus Gamp 2565-66. 

Allegations against Mr. Manohar Lai, a clerk in the office of the Assistant 
Director of Ordnance Services (Provision). 1623-24. 

Alleged assaults on students and teachers in Chittagong. 437-38. 

Alleged harassing of prisoners in tho Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

Alleged objectionable methods in search for Congress Funds adopted by 
the Police Insi^ootor, Ajmer. 2568. 

Alleged racial discrimination in certain appointments at Jamalpur. 567. 
Alleged rough handling of a woman prisoner. 1523. 

Alleged wrongful detention in prison of Har Dhian Singh Chandiwala. 
1522-23. 

Allotment of Government quarters in New Delhi. 2203. 

Allowance for staff engaged in sorting foreign mail in CalcuttiV. 1944-45. 
Allowances and treatment of jirisoners in Delhi. 2382. 

Allowances in the office of the Railway Board. 1315-16. 

Allowances of certain detenus. 1378-79. 

Appeal against discharge by binders in the East Indian Railway Press. 
2218. 

Appointment of a]iprentices trained in Ordnance Factories. 1261. 
Appointment of Assistant Train Controllers on the North Western Knil- 
Avay. 827. 

Appointment of Bursar and Warden in the Ladj' Hardinge Medical College. 
New Delhi. 44. 

Appointment of Director of Regulations and Forms. 2355. 

Appointment of Indians to certain posts on the North Western Raihvav. 
2201-02. 

Appointment of Superintendent in tho office of the Assistant Director of 
Ordnance Services (Provision), 1623. 

Appointment of telegraph peons as i)ostinen. 2591-92. 

Appointment of Telephone Operators on a non-peiisionable basis. 1075. 
Apprenticeship training in Ordnance Factories. 1949. 

Apprenticeship training in the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 1260-61, 12()2, 
1948-49. 

Arrears of pay of a diiiA’er in a Mule Corps. 2663-64. 

Arrest of a shop-keeper for flying tho Congress flag. 2565. 

Arrest of young hoys in Ajmer. 2566. 

Arrests made and properties confiscated under the Ordinances in the Nortli- 
West Frontier Province. 437. 

Auction of private property in the Gandhi Ashram at Hatundi. 2565. 

B.'id state of repair of roads between Delhi and New Delhi. 1612. 
Bengalis appointed on the staff of the Round Table Conference Coinmittcis. 

- 566. 

Building applications of Indians rejected in Peshawar Cantonment. 30-31. 
Case of Sanders versus Nathurani. 1000-01. 

Casualties caused in dispersing crowds. 346. • 

Certificates granted to apprentices in Ordnance Factories. 1261. 

Civil aviation establishment in tho Imi>crial Secretariat, New Delhi. 160(3. 
Classification of lady prisoners. .‘343-44. • 

Classification of prisoners in the Ajmer Central? jail. 2566. 

Chissifipation of women political i)risoners. 1524. 
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MITRA, Me. S. C. — (contd.) 

Question re — {contd,) 

^^^446* Meerut Conspiracy Case in the Times of India Annual. 

Communities of chargemen appointed in the East Indian Railway Work- 
shop at Lucknow. 567. 

Complaint about the treatment of prisoners in the Ajmer Central jail. 
2567. 

Conditions of interviews with political prisoners in the Ajmer Central jail. 
2567. 

Confinement in a dark cell of a prisoner in the Ajmer Central jail. 2564. 
Confiscation of the privilege of interview of certain political prisoners. 2563. 
Consideration of the report of the Public Accounts Committee. 1206-09. 
Construction of a railway station at Faridpur. 347. 

Corn-grinding labour given to political prisoners. 2567. 

Creation of a new appointment in the office of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs. 347-48. 

Credit balances due to military officers serving between 1919 and 1924. 1076- 

77. 

Cut in pay of binders, compositors, etc., in the East Indian Railway Press. 
2218-19. 

Cut in pay of low paid men in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
2596-97. 

Danger of infection from tuberculosis in the New Central jail, Multan. 
1522. 

Deduction from pav of piece-rated employees of the Govenment of India 
Press, Calcutta. 2221-23. 

Deductions from pay of industrial employees of the East Indian Railway 
Press. 2219. 

Delay in release of a prisoner after payment of a fme. 1G03. 

Departmental punishnieiit of Government servants. 2720. 

Deputation of Indians to study sugar manufacture. 1378. 

Despatch of troops to Chittagong and arrest of absconders. 343. 
Destruction of insufficiently stamped postcards. 36-39. 

Di.sallowance of a relig.ous book to a prisoner in the Ajmer Central jail. 
2568. 

Discharge of compositors and binders from the East Indian Railway Press. 
2217-18. 

Discharge of temporarv staff in the Controller of Railway Accounts Office. 
1316-17. 

Discrimination in the provision of fans in jails. 2476-77. 

Disparity of sexes among Indian immigrants in the Malay Peninsula. 647- 
48. 

Disposal of Hies in the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 
366-67. 

Divisional accountants retired at 55 years of age. 2552. 

Education and training of certain employees in the East Indian Railway 
Workshoi) at Lillooah. 567. 

Employees of the Bengal Nagi)ur Railway. 2014. 

Erection of a factory at Bombay for the manufacture of vegetable 
46. 

Examination for appointment of Inspectors and Head Clerks of Post Offices. 
1944. • 

Examination of apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishaporo. 2223-24. 
Facilities for prisoners detained under the Emergency Powers Ordinance. 
• 2382. 
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BflTRAy SiiBa S. G^r^^cofitd.y 
Question re — {canid.) 

Flying of a national flag in India. 346. 

Government officers and staff retrenched. 377-78. 

Government printing work placed with private presses. 2221. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to Inspectors of Telegraph Peons. 2595. 
Holidays for the HoH and Dewali festivals. 2903. 

House-scavenging tax in Ferozepore Cantonment. 30. 

Hunger strike of a prisoner in the Ajmer jail. 2564. 

Hunger strike of political prisoners in Ajmer. 2567. 

Indian National Congress. 2378-80. 

Indians trained as aviation experts. 1607-08. 

Inspections made by Mr. P. W. Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax. 
Bengal. 368-70. 

Insufficiency of clothes provided for prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 2563-64. 
Introduction of the contract system in the Cash and Pay Department of 
the East Indian Railway. 2485-86. 

Lack of soap and oil in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

Lack of water taps in railway quarters at Paharganj. 826-27. 

Leave reserve of Assistants in the office of the Director General of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 348. 

Maintenance of parks and fountains adjacent to the Imperial Secretariat 
Buildings. 2204. 

Medical examination of railway employees on the North Western Railway. 
826. 

Military pension claims time-barred. 1075-76. 

Ministerial and inferior staff quarters in New Delhi. 2203. 

Number of clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi, 
Ajmer-Merw’ara and Central India. 2719. 

Number of political prisoners detained under recent Ordinances. 343. 
Office hours in the office of the Controller of Raihvay Accounts. ‘1316. 
Office hours kept bv Mr. F. W. Strong, Commi.ssioner of Income-tax, Ben- 
gal. 371. 

Particulars of State pri.soners. 43-44. 

Pa.s.ses issued during holidays on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2011-15. 
Pay of Anglo-Indian and Indian Assistant Station Masters at Delhi and 
Ghnziabad. 825. 

Pay of the Assistant Station Ma,ster at Simla. 825. 

Pay of the ca.shier in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Ser- 
vices (Provision), 1622-23. 

Payments made to private presses for Government printing work. 2221. 
Permanent location of the Secretariat in New Delhi. 1611-12. 

Pension scheme for subordinates on the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
2596. 

Petition from apprentices in the Rifle Factory at Ishaporc. 2224. 
Political prisoners arrested and released in Delhi. 2477. 

. Press censorship. 1245. 

Promotion of Assistant Station Masters in the Delhi Division of the North 
Western Railway. 825. 

Promotion of firemen, etc., on the North Wejitern Railway. 2202 - 03 . 
Promotion of guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 826. 
Promotion of Indian printers trained in England. 2380-81. 

Proportion of European to Indian officers retrenched in Central depJ* 
me/its. 42. • 
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MITRA, Mr. S. C. — {contd,) 

Question rer— {contd.) 

Provision for railway employees failing in the medical examination on the- 
North Western Railway. 826. 

Provision of a non-official visitor for the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

Provision of fans for prisoners in the Central Jail, Multan. 1522. 
Qualifications of the officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla and Aligarh- 
Government of India Presses. 2381. 

Quarters in the Arcade lluilding of the Calcutta General Post Office. 372-73. 
Quarters of certain prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 2381-82. 

Railway passes for Railway Mail Service Inspectors. 1592-93. 

Realisations from the additional import duty on salt. 440. 

Recall of a provision pass previously in possession of the Sub-Divisional 
Officer, North Western Railway. 2382-83. 

Recommendations for retrenchment in connection with the Indian Storea 
Department. 41. 

Recommendations of Retrenchment Committees. 378. 

Record of weights of political prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 
Recruitment in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 
(Provision). 1621-22. 

Recruitment in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and 
Telegraphs. 371-72. 

Recruitment to the subordinate Engineering Branch of the Telegraph* 
Depa rtnient . 2599-2600. 

Reduction of clerical appointments and appointment of Superintendents 
in the office of tho Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision). 
1623. 

Reduction of selection grade posts in the Bengal and Assam Postal Circle. 
373. 

Relatives in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provi- 
sion). 1622. 

Removal under the ordinance of ]irivate money by the Ajmer police. 2565. 
Rent-free quarters to the officiating A^:.sistant Manager, Government of 
India Press, Aligarh. 2381. 

Replacement of .the < outract sy>tem on the Bengal Nagpur Railway by the 
Departmental system. 2436. 

Report on economic and financial relations between British India and 
Indian States. 41. 

Report.s of Retrenchment Sub-Committees. 1136. 

Retention of certain departments in Delhi during the summer. 39. 
Retrenchment in subordinate offices. 1613. 

Retrenchment in the Finance Department. 1611. 

Retrenchment in the office of tho Chief Engineer, Delhi. 1613. 
Retrenchment in the postal service. 373. 

Retrenchment of I. C. S. officers in the Customs Department. 42-43. 
Retrenchment under Delhi Capital Outlay. 42. 

Reversion to substantive appointments of certain postal officials in the* 
Punjab and North-West Frontier Province Postal Circle. 2386. 

Revised schemes for iiension on the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
2595-96. 

Rights and privileges of existing apprentices at the Rifle Factory, Isha- 
pore. 1261. 

Sanitary .amenities for Karol Bagh, Delhi. 2487-88. 

‘Selection of men for retroncliment in Government departments. 1610-11. 
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AJLITRA) S. O.— -(cowW.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Staff of the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of contributions 
made by different nations. 349-51. 

Standard of diet of “ C class prisoners in Ajmer. 2566. 

Standard of training of apprentices in the Rifle Factory, Ishapore. 1261. 
Strength of supervising and operating staff in the East Indian Railway 
Press, Calcutta and Howrah. 2219-21. 

Sub-letting of a railway bungalow in Rawalpindi. 2383. 

Substitution of Assistant Directors General by Assistant Deputy Directors 
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 348. 

System of payment for telegraph messengers. 2597-99. 

System of supplying uniforms to telegraph and postal peons. 2592-95. 
Terms of service of officers, clerks, storekeepers, etc., in the Indian Army 
Service Corps. 45-46. 

Thela traffic in New Delhi. 1613. 

Training and discharge of certain soldiers. 328-29. 

Training of apprentices in Ordnance Factories. 344-45. 

Training of apprentices of the Rifle Factory at Ishapore. 2600-01, 2386. 
Training of British soldiers in handicrafts in India. 328. 

Transfer of Bengal detenus to other provinces. 44. 

Transfer of postal officials in the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince Postal Circle. 2386. 

Travelling allowance drawn on inspection tours by Mr. F. W. Strong, Com- 
missioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 367-68. 

Travelling and house rent allowances. 2377. 

Visit of the Director of the Central Publicity Bureau to Meerut in connec- 
tion with the Meerut Conspiracy Case. 644. 

Visit to Kalinipong of Mr. Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 
2486-87. 

Vocational training in Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 1261. 
Withdrawals from the General Provident Fund for investment in sterling in- 
surance policies. 327-28. 

Women pri,soiiers transferred to Lahore in a third clas.s cxunpartinent. bV2;]- 
24. 

Question (Suppkunentarj’) re — 

Arrest of Mr. J. M. Sen Gui>ta on board an Italian .ship. 549-50. 
Censorship of press messages regarding proceedings of the Assembly. 1077. 
1078. 

Flogging of political prisoners in the North-We.st Frontier Province. 4!k 
Publication by newspa-iJers of proceedings of the TiOgislative Assembly. 
Purchase of gold by operators in Bombay. 1062. 

Report of the Archceological Department 2357. 

Report on flnnacial questions arising out of the propo.sed separation ot 
Burma from India. 3021-22, 3035. 

Resolution re > — 

Duties on galvani.sed iron and steel pipes and .sheets. 1159-60, 1174 - 75 . 

. Recent Ordinances. 212, 239, 245, 253, 207-70, 302, 315. 

Stabilisation of exchange and prices. 830. 

Re.solution to amend the i)rovious resolution on road.s. 3012. 

Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Bill — • 

Motion to consider. 2425-28. 

Statement by Mr. President on Mr. C. S. Raiiga Iyer’s motjoii for 

ment re publication in the pre.ss of the proceedings of the Legislntiirc.* <— • 
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3lITItA, Mb* S. C.-’^co fields) 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2861. 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2868. 

Consideration of clause 5. 2872-73. 

Wheat Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 685. 

Motion to insert new clause 3. 691. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1020, 1024-25. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1040. 

MlTTl®, The Honourable Sir BROJENDRA— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1863, 1874-83, 1887. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2502 

Motion to omit clause 1. 2536, 2538, 2539, 2540, 2541. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2632-38, 2651, 2652. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2806-09, 2810, 2811. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 457-66. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 794, 800-06. 

Consideration of clause 19. 885, 886. 

Clause 19-A. 886. 

Clause 25. 887. 

Clause 28. 887. 

Clause 30. 888, 890, S93-94. 

Clause 32. 896, 897, 898, 901, 902. 

Clause 57, 906. 

Clause 59. 907. 

Clause 68. 908, 912-16, 919. 

Clause 69. 921, 922, 

Motion for Adiouriimcnt re publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 
663. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2944-46. 

Motion to refer to Select Coininittee. 2953, 2954, 2955. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2958. 

Motion to pass. 2961. 

Ilesolution re establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 5l'.5-9S, 601, 603. 

MODY, Mr. II. 1».— ^ 

Hengal Criminal I-aw Amendment (SHppli'nw'»t»>’y ) BUI 
Motion to consider. 187.'}, 1910-12. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1720-24, li3.5. 

Indian Income-tax (Se<'ond Amendment) Bill ^ 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 763, 773. 

Motion to reduce Domaijd for 
“ Executive Council ” re — 

Avoidance of income-fax. 2103-04, 2107. 

Separation of Burma from India. 2178-81. 

** Railway Board rc-y- . . , . 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1484-87. 
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MODY, Mr. H. P.— (co»c/d.) 

Question re — 

Admission of students of Indian unirersities to the Society qf Incorporated 
Accountants and Auditors, London. 647. 

Exemptions, etc., under section 60 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 255U. 

Extraordinary Receipts ” of the Government of India. 2560. 

Revenue sacrificed under section 49 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 2559. 
Transfer of the Imperial Institute of Dairying from Bangalore to Karual 
647. 

Question (Supplementary) re Indian National Congress. 2380. 

Balt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to add a new clause. 2432-34. 

Wire and Wire Noil Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 503-04. 

MOHENJODARO— 

Question re — 

Accounts of discoveries at . 2016-17. 

Exhibition of antiquities in the Now Delhi Museum. 1242. 

Refusal to exhibit certain jewellery at . 2016. 

Removal of antiquities from to the Delhi Museum. 62-63. 

Salary of the Officer-in-Charge of the Excavations and retrencliment 

of his staff. 61-62. 

MONEY(TES)— 

Question re removal under the Ordinance of private bv the Ajmer police. 

2565. 


MONEY LENDING— 

Question re steps to control and rates of interest. 535-36. 

MOODY- WARD SYSTEM— 

Question re — 

and crew system of ticket checking. 1533, 1937. 

of railway ticket checking. 611, 998-99. 

Success and cost of the of ticket checking. 618-19. 

MOORE, Mr. ARTHUR— 

Appointment of oii the Committee on Petitions. 937. 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 512, 515-16. 

Motion to consider Select Cominittee^s report. 1107, 1108. 
Consideration of clause 4. 1146-47. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 2701-03. 

Expressions of regret by on the death of — 

Mr. F. W. Allison. 2670. 

Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar. 2611. 

Mian Sir Muhammad Shah. 16-17. 

Hindu Marriage Dissolution Bill — 

Presentation of the report of the Committee on Public Petitions. ^ 2414* 
Hindu I'ntouchable Castes (Removal of Disabilities) Bill — 

Prt*sentatiop of the report of the Committee on Public Petitions. 2U'->' 
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MOORE, Mr. ARTHUR— (conc/d.) 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2917. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 167, 194, 197-201, 759. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 660-61. 

Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard- to the expediting 
of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail. 2833-;^5, 2838, 2841, 2842. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1814, 1816. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Executive Council ** re — 

Separation of Burma from India. 2181, 2185-86. 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 378. 

Question re substitution of Air Force Units for Army Units in the defence 
of the Frontier. 2657-59. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Arrest of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta on board an Italian ship. 549. 

Expenditure from central re^^*nues on provincial subjects. 2581. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in 
the North-West Frontier Province. 554. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 244-48, 277, 296, 298. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2859. 

MORADABAD— 

Question re retrenchment in the Engineering Workshop. 2405. 

MORGAN, Mr. G.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (^Protection) Bill- 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s report. 108S-S9. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1137-33. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1145-46. 

Motion to pass. 1157. 

Election of to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1319. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1770-73. 

Motion to reduce Demand for ■ 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1334. 

Question re . — 

Exemption from sunharges imposed by the Indian Finance (Supplementary 
and Extending) Act. 808. 

Galvanised corrugat^l sheets obtainable from Tatas. 1239-40. 

Kurkutch salt exported from Karachi to Calciitta. 1136. 

Kailwav concessions for the transport of Khewra .salt to Calcutta. 1136. 
Reduction of pay of an oflieer previous to retirement. 643-44. 

Question (Supplemen^ry) rv export of salt to Calcutta from Karachi. 707. 
Resolution re duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1059-60. 
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MORGAN, Mb. G. — (concld,) 

Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to add a new clause. 2429-32. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2860-62. 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2869. 

Motion to pass. 2878-79. 

Wheat Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to* insert new clause 3. 689-92, 694. 

MOSQUE— 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the in Kucha Rafimau 

1951, 1985-2008. 

MORTALITY— 

Question re and sickness in the British Army in India. 971-72. 

MOTHERS— 

Question re pensions admissible to widows and of deceased ranks, »3.‘)7 

1691. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT— 

See “ Adjournment(s)'\ 

MOTOR CARS— 

Question re exemption of from octroi duty in Ajmer-Merwara . 

MOTOR MAIL CONTRACTS— 

Statement (laid on the table) by !Mr. T. Ryan rc in Bombay. M i Jriis 

and Bengal. 2967-68. 

See also “ Contract(s)*^ 

MOTOR MAIL SERVICE— 

Question re party to the Postmaster General, Madras, by the M 
Director of a . 1220-21. 

MOTOR SERVICE— 

Question re subsidy paid for the mail between Salem and Athur. 

Statement (laid on the fable) by Mr. T. Ryan re subsidy paid for thj mail 
between Salem and Athur. 2852. 

MOVE ALLOW ANCFr— 

See “ Allowance(s)” . 

MUAZZAM Saiieb Bah.iduk, ]Mr. MUH.AMMAD — 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Question re — 

Allegations re non-appointment of Mmslims in Government .servi-. e.?- '271. 
Allegations regarding officers on special duty. 1125-26. 

Appointment of Muslim officers in the Headqifarters Office, Nortli 
Railway. 16(X). 

Appointment of Muslims as Assistant Personnel Officers on tf ^- 
Western Railway. 1601. • 

A))pointment of Muslim* as clerks and As.sistiint Surgeons on tlic ^ ‘ 

Western Railway. 1601. 
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MUAZZAM Sahkb Bahadcii, Me. MUHAMMAD— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Appointment of Muslims in the Electrical Branch, Agent’s Office, North 
Western Railway. 975. 

Appointment of staff officers on Indian railways. 975. 

Creation of a post of Chief Personnel Officer on the North Western Railwar 
1599. 

Discharge of Muslim clerks from the Headquarters Office, North-Western 
Railway. 1601-02. 

Duties of Personnel Officers at the Headquarters Office, North Western 
Railway. 1602. 

Employees retrenched on the North Western Railway. 1598. 

Exhibition of Mohenjodaro antiquities in the New Delhi Museum. 1242. 
Extensions of service granted in the Punjab and North-West Frontier 
Postal Circle. 2204. 

Muslim grievances in the Railway Audit and Accounts Department. 976-77. 
Muslim Personnel Officers in the North Western Railway. 1598. 

Non-appointment of Muslims to the Headquarters Office, North Western 
Railway. 1600. 

Office hours in Government departments. 974. 

Paucity of Muslims in the lower gazetted service of the North Western 
Railway. 1598. 

Percentage of Muslims employed on State-managed Railways. 976. 
Promotion of juniors in the lower .selection grade in |)ostal circles. 1596-98. 
Railway Accounts Examination. 973-74. 

Report of Mr. K. M. Hassan, Officer on Special Duty, Railway Board. 
975. 

Reports of Mr. K. M. IJassan on employment of Muslims on State Rail- 
ways. 1600. 

SupersesJsion of (crtain officers on the North Western Railwaj'. 1599-1600. 

Traffic Inspectors, Station Masters and Assistant Station Masters on the 
North Western Railway. 976. 

MUDALIAR, Diwan Bahau r A. UAMASWAMF— 

Bengal Criminal Law Aineiidment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select C’oinmittee. 402, 403-12. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2526-27. 

CVmsideration of danse 4. 2631, 2637. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2672-76. 

Expressions of regret by on the death of — 

Mr. K. V. Uangaswanii Iyengar. 2609-10. 

The Honourable Mian Sir ^Iiihaminad Shafi. 15-10. 

Question rc classes of imprisonment awarded to political prisoners. 365. 
Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Contribution by Britain to the cost of the British Army in India. 55-56. 
Future status of Berar. 2554. 

Retirement of officers in Government of India department.s. 36. 

Sugar purchased for military consumption. 362-63. 

Resolution rr recent Ordinances. 241-44. 245- 

atUHAMMADAN(S)— 

Question vc — 

« Appointment of a as ’Powii Inspector of Post Offices, Mussoorie. 877- <3. 

Appointment of •in the Railway Audit Service. 2392. 
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MUHAMMADAN(S)-^conc2d.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Appointment of non- as Mechanical Drawing Officers on the North 

Western Railway. 995. 

Census enumeration of Christian and depressed classes. .1232. 

Hindus and employed as drivers, etc., on the North Western Railway 

563. 

Number of in the Railway Audit Service. 2392. 

Persons returned to the Legislative Assembly by the Patna cum Shahabad 
Non constituency. 2SK)9. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re Hindu High 

School, Ambala Cantonment. 2491. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 

appointment of in the Railway Audit Services. 2853. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore re apj)oint- 

ment of a as Town Inspector of Post Officer, Mussoorie. 1626. 

See also ** Muslim(s)** and “ Mussalman(s)*\ 

MUJUMDAR, SARDAR G. N.— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the Accounts and Audit Departments of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Raihvay. 1071. 

Amalgamation of the Comniercial and Transi)ortation Departments of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1070-71. 

Apprentice plate layers appointed as Pormanoiit-way Sub-rnspc>(:tors. oin. 
Barbed wire fence round the office of the Quartermaster General in Simla. 
2570. 

Charges for good.s on the Bengal Xagptir Railway. 1225-26. 

Complaint of official interference in the management of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway Employees* Co-operative Society. 1072-73. 
Complaints against the Railway Company by tht» ex-Station Master, K.uiii 
1227-28. 

Delhi move allowance and Simla hou.se-rent allowance. 2467. 

Denial of holidays to the staff of the Chief Traffic Manager’s Office, Great 
Indian J^eninsula Railway. 1070. 

E-xcess freight charged to traders by certain railways. 1228. 

Freight rates on the Bengal Xagpur Railway. 1228, 1229. 

Leave rules for certain subordinates on the Great Indian Peninsula lUil- 
iray. 1068. 

Loans asked for by provincial Governments. 1229. 

Non-transfer of staff of rates and claims branches in the Great Indi.ui 
Penimsula Railway. 1066. 

Party to the Po.stmaster General, Madras, by the Managing Director oi‘ a 
motor mail service. 1220-21. 

Promoted subordinates granted Lee Concessions on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 1(X)8. 

• Promotion of a European officer on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1069-70. 

Promotion of an Anglo-Indian subordinate on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 1070. 

Ratio of European. Anglo-Indian and Indian * Time-keepers in the Public 
Woiks Engineering Department. 539-40. 

Recruitment of certain European officers for rates and claims work in tlio 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066. * 

Recruitment of Punjabi Mussalmans to guard A*tmy Headquarters. 2569-^ 
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MUJUMDAR, SARDAR G. N.— (concZd.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Reduction of posts of Junior Inspectors of Station Accounts on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railwaj’. 1071. 

Refund of transhipment charges by the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1227. 
Reversion to Time-keepers* posts of certain Permanent-wav Sub-Inspectors. 
540. 

Revised cadres and promotion of subordinates in certain departments of 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066-68. 

Supply of wagons free to Dr. Driver by the Station Master, Lonavla. 1073. 
Transhipment charges over the Johilla bridge realised bv the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 1226-27. 

Vocational training in the Army. 817-18. 

MPKHERJI, Rai Bahadur S. C. — 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490, 

mule corps— 

Question re arrears of pay of a driver in a . 2663-64. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. J. R. Blair re undistributed credit 
balance of a driver in a . 3029-30. 

MULTAN— 

Question re — 

Danger of infection from tuberciilosis at the new Central jail, . 1224, 

1522. 

Expenditure incurred on transferring prisoners from Delhi to . 1225. 

Provision of fans for prisoners in the Central jail, . 1522. 

MUTTON— 

Question re hawking of in New Delhi. 978. 

MUNICIPAL BOARD— 

Question re — 

Alleged lack of (|ualification of a' teacher in the City Boys’ School, 

Ajmer. 374. 

Amount of grant-in-aid made to the Education Fund of the , Ajmer. 

375. 

Election of Chairman of the Ajmer . 2390-91. 

Expenditure of the Ajmer . 2389. 

Management of the finances of the , Ajmer. 2361. 

Miscellaneous expenditure of the Ajmer . 2389. 

Octroi duties imposed by the Ajmer . 2391. 

Representation of Dargah and Pushkar and of cloth and sugar merchants 
on the Ajmer . 2391. 

MUNICIPAL CITY GIRLS’ SCHOOL— 

See “ School(s)*». 

MlTNTCIPAL COMMTTTElf(S)— 

Question re — 

Nomination of a Mussalman as a member of the Ajmer . 2656. 

' Nomination of Indiaij Christians as members of the Ajmer . 2655-66. 

Non-nomination of a member of the depressed classes to the •Ajmer—. 
2656. 
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MUNICTPALTTY(IES)— 

Question re mismanagement in affairs of the in Ajmer. 1256. 

MUNSHI(S)— 

Question re — 

Indian overseers and in Military Grass Farms. 1002. 

employed in Military Grass Farms. 1002. 

MUNSHT, Mr. JEHANGIR K.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1883-86. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2807, 2809-14. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2820, 2821, 2881-82, 2887. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 24oG-o8. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council *’ re — 

Separation of Burma from India. 2173-76, 2191-93. 

Question re — 

Alleged racial discrimination in the niedicnl examination of lady passengers 
embarking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

Construction of a Roman Catholic Church at Mingaladon C';«ntonnioiit. 
2577-78. 

Distinction between light and heavy laihi charges. 2579. 

Number of women arrested and imprisoned for political offences. 2580. 
Racial discrimination by the British India Steam Navigation Company in 
disembarking passengers. 2578. 

Subjection of women to lafhi charges. 2579. 

Report on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of 
Burma from India. 3022-23. 

R/jsolution to amend the previous Resolution on Roads. 3010-11. 
MURDERS— 

Statement (laid on the table) re of Government servants in communal 

and political disturbances. 2492-96. 

MURTUZA Sahib BAiiADURr Maui.vi SAYYTD— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

Expressions of regret by on the death of Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar. 

2610-11. 

Foreign Relations Bill^ — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2753-55. 

Motion to pass. 2898-2900, 2901. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1801-03. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1300. 

Hedjaz Pilgrims {Muallims) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3007-08. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2974-75. 

Motion for Adjournment re — , 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman. 1992-94. 

Lafhi* charge by the police on a meeting in Delhi. 1866. 
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MURTUZA Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi SAYYTD— (concld.) 

Motion to reduce Demand for — • 

“ Executive Council ’’ re — 

Indianisation of tho Army. 2131. 

Question re — 

Amount realised by sale of stamps and postcards in tho North-West Frontier 
Pro V i nee . 1603-04 . 

Appointment of Muslims to ministerial establishments of the Central 
Government. 2087-88. 

Communal composition of the establishment and Cash Sections of the Army 
Department. ' 2372-73. 

Cracks in the roof of the attic storey of the Council House Buildings. 33-34. 
Criteria for appointment of various communities to Government Services. 
2489. 

Definition of “ Inefficiency for purposes of retrenchment. 273-74. 
Discharge of Muslim clerk from the Royal Air Force Headquarters. 2489. 
Encroachments on Muslim burial grounds in Ajmer. 1254-55, 1256. 
Grievances of the Muslim community against the Public Service Commission. 
2085-86. 

Houses built on the Muslim graveyard at Idgah Chand Baori, Ajmer. 
1256. 

Invitation of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khsm to a Darbar in Peshawar. 1604-05. 
^lanagemout of the finances of the Municipal Board, Ajmer. 2361. 
Mismanagement in Municipal affairs in Ajmer. 1256. 

Number of Muslims and i8ikhs in the Royal Air Foice Headquarters. 2488 
89. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Public Service Commission. 2088-94. 
Recruitment of Muslims in Government offices. 2368-70. 

Removal of the North-West Frontier Crime Regulations. 1602-03. 

Report on tho encroachments on Muslim burial grounds in Ajmer. 1255. 
Retrenchments in the Army Department. 2370-72. 

Vacancies for members of minority communities in Central Government 
departments. 2086-87. 

Water supply of Ajmer. 2360-01. 

Resolution rc recent Ordinances. 316-18. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2993. 

MUSEUMfS)— 

Question re — 

Charge for the cost of establishment of the Indian , Calcutta. 356. 

Exhibition of Mohenjodaro antiquities in tho New Delhi . 1242. 

Pensions of officers of the Indian , Calcutta. 356. 

Removal of antiquities from Mohenjodaro to the Delhi - . 62-63. 

MUSLIM(S)-- 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“Railway Board** re — 

Representation of — in the railway services. 1331-75. 

Question re — 

Allegations re non-appointment of in Government services. 974. 

•Alleged discontent amongst employees in the Government of India 

Secretariat and Attifcbed Offices. 2783. 
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MUSLIM(S>-(con«d.) 

Question re — {contd.) 

Alleged injustices to employees on the East Indian Railway. 2362. 

Alleged threatening of — ^ — clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts OflSce. 
2362. 

Appointment of a as accountant and cashier, Government of India 

Press, New Delhi. 2404-05. 

Appointment of a as Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax. 2573. 

Appointment of a ns Commissioner of Income-tax in the Punjab, 

North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 2573-74. 

Appointment of as Assistant Personnel Officers on the North WesteriT 

Railway. 1601. 

Appointment of : as clerks and assistant surgeons on the North Western 

Railway. 1601. 

Appointment of as copyholders in the Government of India Pre.ss, 

New Delhi. 2403-04. 

Appointment of in Civil Accounts Offices. 1924. 

Appointment of Income-tax Officers in Bihar and Orissa. 1003. 

Appointment of in the Electrical Branch, Agent\s Office, North Western 

Railway. 975. 

Appointment of in the Punjab and Madras Income-tax Departments. 

69-70. 

Appointment of in the Security Printing, India, Currency Note Press 

and Central Stamp Stores. 543. 

Appointment of in the Telegraphs Department. 34. 

Appointment of Medical Officers in Ajiner-Merwara. 70-71. 

Appointment of officers in the Headquarters Office, North Western 

Railway. 1600. 

Appointment of on the North Western Railway. 1619-20. 

Appointment of - — peons in the Government of India Press, New Dellii. 

2404. 

Appointment of to ministerial establishments of the Central Govern- 

ment. 2087-88. 

Appointment of — — to the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2404, 

2405. 

Appointment of to the Income-tax Department. 1682. 

Appointment of to tlie North Western Railway 3Iediral Service, oil. 

Appointment of to the offic*e of the Commissioner, Ajmer-Morwara. 

2023. 

Appointment of to various appointments in Ajnier-Merwara. 2021-22. 

Decrease of employees in the Horne Department. 1697. 

Di.scharge of a clerk from the Royal Air Force Headquarters. 24Si). 

Discharge of clerks from the Headquarters Office, North Western Rail- 

way. 1601-02. 

Disposal of interest accruing on Savings Bank deposits and War IJoiids 
held by . 106-07. 

Encroachments on burial grounds in Ajmer. 1254-55, 1256. 

Employment of in the East Indian Railway. 3027. 

Employment of in the Finance Department. 1245-49, 1251-52. 

Employment of in the Income-tax Department. 2572-73. 

Employment of in the Telegraph Departmrnt. 1924-25. 

Grant of advance increments or special pay to in the Government 

of India Offices. 2783-84. 

Grievances of in the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 240^. 

Grievances of watermen on the North Western Railway. 106-06. 
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]MUSLIM(S) — (contd,) 

Question re — (contd.) 

^2085 86^** community against the Public Service Commission,. 

Himdu and Superintendents of Post Offices in the Punjab Postal Circle. 


Houses built on the graveyard at Idgah Chand Baori, Ajmer. 1256. 

Injustice to in the Postal Deijartment. 1947. 

Hindu duftries and peons employed in various Departments. 

1do4-o5. 


— appointe<l 
Western and 


as Office Superintendents and Head clerks on the North 
East Indian Railways. 1945-46. 


appointed as Personnel Officers on the North Western Railway. 1926. 

— appointed to the Political Department in the North-West Frontier 
Province. 2544. 

Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Railway. 111-12. 


clerks in offices under the control of the Financial Commissioner, Rail- 
ways. 1699. ' 


employed in the Indian Telegraph Department. 1015-16. 

establishment clerks in the East Indian Railway. 1015. 

Establishment Officers in the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1015. 

grievances in the Railway Audit and Accounts Department. 976-77. 
Personnel Officers in the North Western Railway. 1598. 

])romoted to the Superior Revenin* Establishment of the North Western 

Railway. 1925-26. 

representation in appointments on the North Western Railway. 1006-04. 

representation in Railway Services in East Bengal. 1015. 

representation in the North We.stern Railway Medical Department, 

1510-12. 

Non-appointment of qualified in Ajmer-Merwara. 2022-2026. 

Non-appointment of to the Headquarters Office, North Western Rail- 

way. 1600. 

Non-employment of stenographers in the Finance Department. 1253- 

54. 


Number of and Hindu postmen in certain Sub-Divisions. 876-77. 

Number of and Siklis in the Roj’al Air Force Headquarter. 2488-89. 

Office hours of employees of the office of the Director General of Posts 

and Telegraplis, during the 1264. 

Paucity of appointed to the Office of the Deputy Accountant General, 

Posts and Telegraphs. 1924. 

Paucity of in the lower gazetted service of the North Western Rail- 

way. 1598. 

Paucity of in the Military Eiigincoring Services, Presidency and Assam 

District. 2477-78. 

Paucity of in the Punjab Income-tax Department. 63-69. 

Percentage of Hindus and in the Archaeological Department. 2353-59. 

Percentage of Assistants and clerks in the Railway Board’s Office. 

1695. 

Percentage of em]>loyed on State-managed Railways. 976. 

Posts with special pay in the Government of India hold by non . 

2782-83. ' • 

Preponderance of officers in the Punjab Postal Circle. 993. 

Becrnitment of as apprentice mechanics on various railways. 1233. 

Hecruitment of ^ by the Public Service Commission. 2088-94. 

Recruitment of in "Government offices. 2368-70. 
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MUSLIM(S)— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Recruitment of to Government Departments. 2383-84. 

Recruitment of two unqualified non clerks in Ajiner-Merwara. 2022. 

Report on the encroachments on burial grounds in Ajmer. 1266. 

Reports of Mr. K. M. Hassan on employment of on State Railways 

1600. 

Representation of in the Railway Services. 658-69, 1006-16. 

Representation of in the Subordinate Railway Accounts Service. 1699 l 

1700. 

Retrenchment of railway servants. 2360. 

Sikh and clerks in the Finance Department. 1252. 

Statement (laid on the Table) re — 

Appointment of in the Income-tax Department, Punjab. 1187. 

clerks discharged from the Office of the Chief Medical Officer, North 

Western Railwaj-. 2616. 

Officers dealing with establishment matters on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 2617. 

Recruitment of in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts 

and Telegraphs, Delhi. 2490-91. 

Representation of in the Income-tax Department. Bengal. 2G12. 

Representation of in the Income-tax Department, Bihar and Orissa. 

1704. 

See also Mussalinan(s)*’ and ** Muhammadan(s)’\ 

MUSSALMAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of to Government of Indiii Departments. 111. 

Appointment of to the Income-tax Department. 633. 

Income-tax Officers and clerks in the Income-tax Department. 632. 

Nomination of as a member of the Ajmer Municipal Committee. 2656. 

Recruitment of Punjabi to guard Army Headquarters, 2569-70. 

Retrenchment of employees on the North Western Railway. 656. 

Titles for Hindus and . 557-58. 

See also “ Muslim(s)” and “ Muharamadan(s)”. 

MUSSOORIE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Muhammadan as Town Inspector of Post Offices . 

877-78. 

Communities of postmen and inferior servants in Post Offices. 877. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re communities of postmen 

and inferior servants in Post Offices. 2616. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore re appoint- 
ment of a Muhammadan as Town Inspector of Post Offices, . 1626. 

MYMENSINGH— 

Question re post offices in the and Dacca districts. 713. 

MYSORE— ^ 

Question re travelling allowance paid on transfer to a Superintendent o 
Post Offices in . 695. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re travelling allowance pai<l 
transfer to a Superintendent of Post Offices in . 1628. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


165 


N 

NAGPUR-^ 

Question re abolition of the office of Transportation Superintendent, Greah 
Indian Peninsula Railway at . 106. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. J. R. Blair re the Railway Hospital 
at . 2969. ^ ^ 

NARGUND— 

Question re delay of mail in Navalgund and in the Dliarwar district. 

1664. 

NASIK— 

Question re staff of the Security Printing, India, Currency Note Press and 
Central Stamp Stores at . 542-43. 

NATHURAM— 

Question re case of Sanders versus . 1000-01. 

NATIONAL FLAG— 

Question re flying of a in India. 346. 

NATIONAL WEALTH— 

See “ Wealth 

NAVALGUND— 

Question re delay of mail in and Nargund in the Dharwar district. 1664. 

NAVIGATION, EMBANKMENT AND DRAINAGE WORKS, IRRIGATION— 
Demand for Excess Grant. 926. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932. 

NEOGY, Mr. K. C.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary') Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 421, 432. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 672. 

Motion to consider. 1842, 1847. 

Motion to consider. 1901, 1906-10. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2530-32. 

Motion to pass. 2692-94, 2701, 2702. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2916. 

Motion for adjournment rc excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration 
of the mosque of Kucha Rahman. 2000, 2002, 2003. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Future of the Railway Hoard and the constitutional aspect, 1548, 1660, 
1660, 1662-67. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Consideration of clause 3. 2958 

** Allo^n^ permitted for certain prisoners detailed under Regulation HI 

of 1818s 2363-64. . , . , 

•Censorship of foreign, newspaper correspondents 2010-12. 

Censorship of news sent to foreign newspapers. ^ . oma ak 

Reports on the health and treatment of certain prisoners^ 2864-66. 
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NEOGY, Mr. K. C.^{concld.) 

Question (Suplementary) re — 

Allegations about the “ Deoli Detenus Camp **. 2565. 

Alleged assaults on students and teachers in Chittagong. 437-38. 

Arrest of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta on board an Italian ship. 647-50. 
Clothes of prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 1666. 

Decrease in weight of prisoners in Ajmer jail. 1665. 

Indian Christians employed on railways. 1244. 

Indian National Congress. 2378. 

Members nominated for the Committees of the Round Table Conforoiuo 
534-35. 

Participation of India in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottiiwji 
2910-12. 

Provision of accommodation for political prisoners in Delhi. 1683. 
Publication hy newspapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 510. 
Representation of the interest of Indian settlers in Tanganyika. 2550. 
Resolution of the Government of Bengal on the shooting at the Hijli 
detention camp. 1222-23. 

Secret European circular regarding the Reforms. 2723, 2724, 2726, 272S. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 223, 225, 245, 270, 290, 291, 294-98, 301, 
305, 309, 311, 312. 


NEPAL— 

Question re clerks maintained on the frontier of in Bengal and North- 

Western Railway stations. 1524-25. 

NEW CONSTITUTION— 

See ** Constitution 

NEW CONSTRUCTION (RAILWAYS)— 

Demand for Grant. 1582. 

NEW DELHI— 

Question re — 

Advance of money by Government to the Imperial Gvrnkhana Club, . 

551-52. 

Allotment of Government quarters in . 718-19, 2203. 

Allotment of quarters in to clerks of the local Public Works l)i |»Mit- 

inent. 720. 

.Allotment of quarters in to temporary clerks. 720. 

Appointment of a Muslim a.s Accountant and Cashier, Government ot Iniba 
Press, . 2404-05. 

Appointment of Bursar and Warden in the Ladv Hardinge Medical Cidlcge, 
. 44. 

Appointment of Muslim peons in the Government of India Pres^;, '• 

2404. 

Appointment of Muslims as copyholders in the Government of India Press, 
. 2403-04. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Government of India Press, 

2405. 

Bad state of repair of roads between Delhi and . 1612. 

Cin-uits of telegraph lines entering and Agra. 1315. . 

Civil aviation establishment in the Imperial Secretariat, . 16(H).* 

Clerk*;* quarters in . 719. 

Clerks* qiiartem in — required by the various Departments. 720-21. 
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jfBW DELHI — (concld.) 

Question re-^eoncld.) 

Clerks’ quarters in vacated by retrenched clerks. 720. 

■Deduction for Provident Fund from the earnings of piece-rated employees 

of the Government of India Press, . 2545. 

Elimination of telegraph test rooms at Agra and . 1315. 

Exhibition of Mohenjodaro antiquities in the Museum. 1242. 

Fly nuisance in . 882. 

Grievances of Muslims in the Government of India Press, . 2405. 

Hawking of meat in . 1673. 

Hawking of mutton in . 978. 

High water meter rent in . ^929. 

Holding of the Summer Session of the Legislative Assembly at or Simla. 

1381-82. 

Lack of heating arrangements in the Government of. India Press, . 2552. 

Lack of water taps in the Government of India Press, . 2552. 

Ministerial and inferior staff quarters in . 2203. 

Names of roads in . 2015-16. 

Paucity of Sikhs employed in the Government of India Press, Simla and 
. 1671. 

Permanent location of the Secretariat in . 1611-12. 

Provision of facilities for recreation, etc., of press employees in . 

2551-52. 

Provision of the Unani system of treatment in . 1243. 

Quarterly bills for water charges in . 1929-30. 

Quarters of press employees in -. 2551. 

Redress of communal inequalities in the Government of India Press, . 

2404. 

Rent of quarters of employees of the Government of India Press, . 

2544. 

Result of installation of test rooms at the and Agra Central Telegraph 

Offices. 1314-15. 

Sale of meat in Delhi and . 1672-73. 

Technical staff and cost ot test rooms in the and Agra Central Telegraph 

Offices. 1314. 

Ten per cent, cut in earnings of piece-rated employees of the Government 
of India Press, . 2544. 

Test rooms in the and Agra Central Telegraph Offices. 1312-14. 

Thela traffic in . 1613. 

Third class accommodation provided for Secretariat employees moving to 
Simla from . 2554. 

Utilization of services of technical officers in the and Agra Central 

Telegraph Offices. 1315. 

NEW YORK— 

Question re — 

Retrenchment in Indian Publicity Offices in London and . 820. 

NEWSPAPER(S)— 

Question re— 

Censorship of foreign correspondents in India. 2010-12. 

Censorship of news sent* to foreign . 2559. 

Indian utilized for advertisements of the Public Service Commission. 

997 . 

Jlublication by — of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 545-46. 

• a 



W8 XNDISX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

NIXON, Mr. J. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy effected by Government under “ Customs 223742. 
Oath of Office. 1923. 

NIZAMUDDIN OLIA— 

Question re lack of traffic arrangements for pilgrims visiting the shriiio ot 
at Delhi. 345-46. 

NOMrNATION(S)— 

to the Panel of Chairmen. 378. 

NON-ASIATIC DOMICILE— 

See “ Domicile **. 

NON-COMBATANTS— 

Question re family pensions of . 638-39. 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER(S)— 

Question re surplus warrant and of the Indian Army Ordnance Corns 

1240. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER— 

Question re — 

Extensions of service granted in the Punjab and Postal Circ<e. 2204. 

Selection posts converted into time-scale appointments in the Punjab and 
Postal Circle. 2205. 

Substitution of Air Force Units for Ground Trooi)s on the . 2780-81. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER CRIME RKGULATlONvS— 

Question re removal of the . 1602-03. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCF^ 

Demand for Grant. 2342. 

Grant of a subvention to the (Discussed under the Demand for Craiit 

in respect of Foreign and Political Department). 2290-2314. 

Motion for Adjournment re grant of a subvention to the . 1701. 

Question re — 

Allegations regarding political prisoners in the . 64-65. 

Allocation of seats in the Indian Legislature for the . 555-56. 

Allocation of seats in the Legislative Assembly and Council of vStatc to 
the . 2583. 

Amount reali.sed by .sate of .stamps and postcards in the . 1603-01. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Coiiimi.ssioner of Income-tax in the ihmjab, 

and Delhi. 2573-74. 

Arrests in the . 331-32, 

Arrests made and properties confiscated under the Ordinance.s in the 

437. 

Canal water-rates in the . 64, 

Communal inequalities in the , 2403. 

Contributions to the Central Gov'erninent from the i)rojected provinces of 
the and Sind. . 355. 

Deportation from the of Father El win. 357. 

Deportation of Father Elwin from the 1 529. 

Disposal of establishment cases in the Income-tax Department in tic 

Punjab, and Delhi. 2573. 

Expulsion of Father Elwin from the 


.. 546-47. 
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ivfORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— (concZf/.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Flogging of political prisoners in the 49-50. 

Income-tax officers, rnspectors and clerks in the Punjab and . 1673-74. 

Incorrect lists of voters in the . 2483. 

Jiisufficient food and blankets for prisoners in the . 333. 

Introduction of elected Cantonment Boards in the . 745. 

Letter to Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi re his visit to the . 

1G13-17. 

Muslims appointed to the Political Department in tlie . 2544. 

Now appointments in the Income-tax Department in the Punjab, and 

Delhi. 2572. 

Non-attendance at a Durbar in the . 339. 

Organisations declared unlfawful in the North-AVest Frontier Province. 
990-91. 

Picketing of liquor shops in the . 990. 

Prisoners exposed to the cold in the . 3il2-33. 

Reforms for the . 552. 

Refusal of permission to a deputation of the All-India .Jamiat-ul-ulema to 
visit the . 527-29. 

Reversion to substantive api)ointincnts of certain postal officials in the 

Punjab and Postal Circle. 2386. 

Rumoured intention to use hounds to disperse crowds in the . 333. 

Scale of salaries for the Govtumor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in 
the . 552-55. 

Subvention granted to the . 2581, 2718. 

Transfer of postal officials in the Punjab and the Postal Circle. 2386. 

Visit of Maulaiia Shaukat Ali to the . 2375-76. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Evelyn Howell re — 

Allegations regarding Political prisoners in the “. 2793. 

Picketing of liquor shops in th* . 2498. 

NORTH AVESTERN RATTAVAY— 

*SV( Railway(s)’’. 

NORTHERN COMMAND— 

Que.stion re lists of condoned platforms annulled by the . 752. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re disposal of appeals by 
the Insimcting Officer, Military Lands and Caiitonimnits. . 2851. 

NOTES— 

Question re claims of Indian holders of rouble . 2013. 

TOTIFICATTON(S)— 

Question re publication of re selection of Ensinoering apprentices. 1135. 

WWSHERA— 

Question re resumption by Government of sites of bungalows in — — . 751-52. 

Wete, Sib frank— 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to appoint Sir Cowasji Jeliangir to Select Committee. 2415. 
Presentation of the report of Select Committee. 2969. 

General Discussion of tlio General Budget. 1721. 

Hodj^az Pilgrims (Muallims)^Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2730. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3006, 3009. 
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NOYCE, Sib FRANK-^eoneld.) 

Indian Medical Gonncil Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2415-16. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1867. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2971-73. 

Motion for election of members to the Standing Committee for the Department 
of Education, Health and Lands. 1018-19. 

Motion re election of members to the Standing Committee on Emigration 
1826. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council ” re Betrenchment. 2042. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2730. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2998-3000, 3003, 3005, 3006. 
Resolution re appointment of a Committee on Education. 867-72. 

NURSE(S)— 

Question re emoluments of matrons and in British Family Hospitals. 

973. 

NURSING SISTER(S)^ 

Question re in British Family Hospitals. 972-73. 


o 

OATH OF OFFICE— 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 13. 

Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 13. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 1663. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 13. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K Aravamudha. 1585. 

Bajpai, Mr. Girja Shanker. 2347. 

Blair, Mr. James Richard. 2963. 

Brown, Mr. R. R. 211. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 13. 

Cocke, Sir Hugh. 211. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry. 211. 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W. 13. 

Haig, the Honourable Mr. H. G. 2777. 

Hayman, Mr. A. M. 1187. 

Macqueen, Mr. P. 13. 

.Megaw, Major-General, John Wallace Dick, 2643. 
Nixon, Mr. J. C. 1923. 

Pillai, Mr. Narayen Raghawan. 2543. 

Rau, Mr. <^P. R. 1923. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 2777. 

Ryan, Mr. T. 13. 

Santos, Mr. J. 13. 

Seaman, Mr. C. K. 13. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain. 13. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 2347. 

Watson, Sir Charles. 2903. 

Wood, *Sir^ Charles Edgar. 327.. 
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OBSTRUCTION— 

of Members entering the Assembly Chamber. 1078-80. 

OCTROI DUTY(IES)— 

See “ Duty(ies)”, 

OFFICE HOUR(S)— 

Question re — 

in Government Departments. 974. 

— ^ — in the office of the Controller of Railway Accounts. 1316. 

kept by Mr. F. W. Strong, Commissioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 371. 

of Muslim employees of the office of the Director General of Posts 

and Telegraphs, during the Bamzan, 1234. 

OPFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Allowance for and staffs on deputation. 1667-69. 

Appointment of Indians as on State Railways. 2404. 

Appointment of Staff on Indian Railways. 975. 

Casual leave for and clerks on the North Western Railway. 2396. 

Commissioned reserve in the Indian Army. 352. 

Cost of British and Indian soldiers and in India. 2010. 

Endorsement of passes of and clerks on th'j North Western Railway. 

2394-95. 

Extensions granted to superannuated in the Income-tax DepaHment, 

Bombay Presidency. 1258-59. 

Government and staff retrenched. 377-78. 

Grant of extensions to superannuated . 1258. 

Grievances of postal . 362. 

Increase of superior on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 2361. 

Instruction in landing for and men of the Air Force. 438-39. 

Muslim Establishment in the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1015. 

Number of in the Civil Engineering Department, East Indian Railway. 

2405-06. 

Number of — — in the» Mechanical Engineering Department, East Indian 
Railway. 2406. 

and clerks’ grades on the North Western Railway. 563-64. 

Promotion of Indian Military . 1930-31. 

Promotion of Indian Military to staff appointments. 1931-32. 

Re-employment of retrenched . 2663. 

Replacement of Viceroy’s Commissioned by King’s Commissioned 

in certain Units. 1927-28. 

Retirement of in Government of India Departments. 35-36. 

Retrenchment of and workmen on the North W^estern Railway. 2396. 

Retrenchment of of the Central Board of Revenue. 58. 

Retrenchment of superior — — on State Railways. 1533-34. 

Terms of service of , clerks, storekeepers, etc., in the Indian Army 

Service Qorps. 45-46. 

Utilization of services of technical in the new Delhi and Agra Central 

Telegraph Offices. 1315. 

Resolution re appointment of a Committee to hear grievances of» retrenched 

. 843 ^. 
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OFFICER(S) ON SPECIAL DUTY— 

Question rc— 

Allegations regarding . 1125-26. 

Reduction in cost of with the Railway Board. 627. 

Report of Mr. K. M. Hassan, , Railway Board. 976. 

OFFICTAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Avoidance of break in service of Railway retrenched and re-emploved 

360. 

Retrenchment of high — — in the Railway Board and State Railways 
58-59. 

OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE— 

Question re complaint of in the management of the Great Indian Penin- 

sula Railwaj' Employees’ Co-operative Society. 3072-73. 


OIL— 

Question re lack of soap and in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

OPEN LINE WORKS (RAILWAYS)— 

Demand for Grant. 1582. 

OPERATING STAFF— 

Question re strength of supervising and in the l^ast Indian Railway 

]*ress, Calcutta and Howrah. 2219-21. 

OPERATOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Aj)pointment of telephone on a non-pensionable basis. 1075. 

Cut in pay of telephone . 2351. 

Purchase of gold by in Bombay. 1062. 

OPIUM— 

Demand for Grant. 2268. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932. 

ORDINANCE(S)— 

Administration of — - — (Discussed under the Demand for Grant in respect of 
Homo Department). 2314-25. 

Question re— 

Amendment of the Trade Licensing in Tanganyika. 2.556-57. 

Arrests made and properties confiscated under the in the Nortli-Wcst 

Frontier Province. 437. 

Convictions under the new . 338. 

Facilities for prisoners detained under the Emergency Powers . 2382. ♦ 

Future action in regard to the . 1505. 

Infliction of imprisonment and fines under recent . 439. 

Modification of the . 876. 

Notice under the Emergency Powers served on Mufti Kifayatullali. 

2374-75. 

Number of political prisoners detained under recent . 343. 

Prosecutions under the Foreign Relation . * 1231. 

Removal under the of private money by the Ajmer police. 2565. 

Resolution re recent . 212-66, 267-325. 

8tatement(s) (laid on the table) by the Honoura^ple Sir James Crerar fc — 
Number of convictions under the in connection with the civil disobe- 

dience movement. 2413. 

Number of political prisoners detained under recent 


.. 2409. 
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ORDNANCE CORPS— 

Question re surplus warrant and non-Commissioned officers of the Indian Army 

. 1240 . 

ORDNANCE DEPOTS— 

Question re appointment of British Military chief clerks in arsenals and 

1240 - 41 . 

ORDNANCE FACTORIES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of apprentices trained in . 1261. 

Apprenticeship training in . 1249. 

Certificates granted to apprentices in . 1261. 

Training of apprentices in . 344-46. 

Vocational training in and Clothing Factories. 1261. 

ORDNANCE SERVICES (PROVISION)— 

Question re — 

Allegations against Mr. Manohar Lall, a clerk in the Office of the Assistant 
Director of . 1623-24. 

Appointment of Superintendent in the Office of the Assistant Director of 
. 1623. 

Duties of men promoted in the office of the Assistant Director of . 2576. 

Pay of the Cashier in the office of ihe Assistant Director of . 1622-23. 

Promotion of a Cashier in the office of the Assistant Director of . 2576. 

Recruitment in the office of the Assistant Director of . 1621-22. 

Reduction of clerical appointments and appointment of Superintendents in 

the office of the Assitant Director of . 1623. 

Relatives in the office of the Assistant Director of . 1622. 

ORGANISATIONS— 

Question re declared unlawful in the North-West Frontier Province. 

990-91. 

ORISSA— 

Question re grants to and Sind. 2719. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re 
appointments in tho Income-tax Department of Bihar and . 2671. 

ORIYA(S)— 

Question re— 

Employment of on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1620. 

employed in the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1073-74. 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENTS— 

Demand for Grant. 2338. 

OTTAWA— 

Question re participation of India in tho Imperial Economic Conference at 

. 2910 - 12 . 

OUDH AND ROHTLKHAND RAILWAY— 

See ** Railway(8)*'. 

OUTSIDER— 

Question re appointment and promotion of an ** in the Lillooah Rail* 

•way Workshop. 162.1.^ 
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OVERCROWDINO— 

Question re and catering on the Grand Trunk Elxpress. 647^ 

OVERSEERS— 

Question re Indian and Munshis in Military Grass Farms. 1002. 

OVERTIME ALLOWANOE(S)— 

See ** Allowance(s)”. 


P 

PAOKERS— 

Question re recruitment of Sikh and postmen in the Delhi IToad Post 

Office. 2666. 

PACT— 

Question re violation by the Congress of the Irwin-Gandhi . 969. 

PAGE, Mr.— 

Question re payment of an honorarium to c»f the Arcbseologicnl Dci.iait- 

ment for preparation of a Buddhist design. 2366. 

PAHARGANJ— 

Question rc — 

Auction of land in Karol Bagh and for residential quarters. 2661. 

Lack of water taps in Railway quarters at . 826-27. 

PANAMA— 

Question re restrictions against Indians entering . 527. 

PANDIT, Rao Bahadur S. 11. — 

Question re — 

Apprentice plate-layers appointed as permanent-way Sub-Inspectors. 540. 
Ratio of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian Time-keepers in the Public 
Works Engineering Department. 539-40. 

Reversion to Time-keepers^ posts of certain permanent-wav Sub-Inspectors. 
640. 


PANEL OF CHAIRMEN— 

Nominations to the . 378. 

PAPER INDUSTRY— 

See “ Bamboo (Protection) Bill ” under Bill(s) 

PARCEL CLERK(S)— 

See “ Clerk(s) 

PARKS— 

Question re maintenance of and fountains adjacent to the Imperial Secre- 

tariat Buildings. 2204. 

PARMA NAND, Bhai— 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2301. 

Election of to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 2490. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1797-1800, 1802. 
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PARMA N AND , Bhai — (concld.) 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1301-04. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to re-circulate. 963-67. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 201-04. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Railway Board re — 

Representation of Muslim in the railway services. 1333, 1340, 1348, 1358, 
1360, 1367, 1371. 

Question re — 

Allowance for officers and staffs on deputation. 1667-69. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners. 2365-68. 

Appointment of Assistant Chief Draftsman, Headquarters Office, North 
Western Railway. 996. 

Appointment of non-Muhammadans as Mechanical Drawing Officers on the 
North Western Railway. 995. 

Bye-laws for sweetmeat shops and meat shops in Delhi. 2574. 

Danger of infection from tuberculosis at the new Central Jail, Multan. 1224. 
Distinction between Jains and Hindus in connection with retrenchment in 
the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2717. 

Employees discharged from the Customs Department, Karachi. 51. 
Employment in non-signalling posts of telegrai^hist postal clerks. 516-17. 
Employment of Hindus on the North Western Railway. 993-94. 

Examination of accounts for income-tax assessment. 618-49. 

Expenditure incurred on transferring prisoners from Delhi to Multan. 
1225. 

Extension of the house-scavenging tax in Ambala Cantonment. 1241. 
Government school for disabled soldiers at Lahore. 1125. 

Hawking of mutton in New Delhi. 978. 

Hindu and Muslim Superintendents of Post Offices in the Punjab Postal 
Circle. 992. 

Income and working expenses of banks and firms. 649-50. 

Income-tax assessments in Bombay. 648. 

Indian Newspapers utilized for advertisements of the Public Service Com- 
mission. 997. 

Mechanical drawing officers on the North Western Railway. 995. 
Non-appointment of Indians as Chief Draftsman on the North Western Rail- 
way. 996. 

Passage allowance of subordinates of non- Asiatic domicile. 993. 

Pay of clerks, store-keepers and checkers of the Indian Army Service Corps. 
51-55. 

Preponderance of Muslim officers in the Punjab Postal Circle. 993. 
Recruitment of boy firemen on the North Western Railway. 995. 

Report of the Committee of Enquiry into the riot at Dera Ismail Khan. 
537-38. 

Sale of beef in open bazars in Delhi. 979. 

Staff employed on the a^essment and collection of electric and water charges 
in Delhi. 977-78. 

Taking over of the H. M. High School by the Ambala Cantonment Board. 

^ 1241 . 

Tenders for stone for the Bhakhar Dam scheme. 650. 

Training and appointment of Special Class Railway Apprentices.* 996. 
.Writing off bad debts of asseeaees. 649, 
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PARSONS, Sir ALAN— 

Consideration of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 1202, 1209-11. 
Demand for Excess Grant in respect of — 

Appropriation from the Reserv’e Fund. 930, 931. 

Working Expenses Administration. 929. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 1830, 1831. 

Appropriation from the Reserve Fund. 1832, 1833. 

Companies and Indian States’ Share of Surplus profits and earnings. 1829. 
Miscellaneous Expenditure. 1832. 

Motion re election of Members to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 
1827. 

Motion VP election of members to the Standing Finance Committee for Rail- 
ways. 1826. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Favouritism in the railways. 1444. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1495. 

Lack of supervision and control over Com.j)any-managed Railwavs. 1449, 
1457, 1459-61. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1431. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1361. 

PARTNERSHIP BILL— 

See Indian ” under “ BilKs) ”. 

PARTNERSHIP FIRMS— 

See Firin(s) ”. 

PASS(ES)— 

Question re — 

East Indian Railway issued to the Deputy Postmastor General, United 

Provinces Circle. 2096. 

Endorsement of of officers and clerks on the North Western Railway. 

2394-96. 

Family Rules on the North Western Railway. 2397-98. 

Free for children of railway employees. 654. 

Free railway on foreign railways. 715-16. 

Leave and for porters of the East Indian Railway. (554. 

Misuse of on the North Western Railway. 1512-14. 

Non-availability of intermediate class by mail trains. 2394. 

Non-issue of railway to the representative of the All-India Railwayiiieji’s 

Federation . 1526 . 

issued during holidays on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2014-15. 

. issued to lady i*mployee.s on railways. 2400-01 . 

Rules on railways. 2398. 

Railway allowed to the Cashier, Railway Board. 1698-99. 

Railway for Railway Mail Service Inspectors. 1592-93. 

Railway granted to staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go oh 

leave on half pay. 2782. 

Recall of a i)rovibion previously in possession of the' Sub-Divjsional 

Officer, North Western Railway. 2382-83. * 

PASSAGE ALLOWANCES— 

Question re* of subordinates of non- Asiatic domicile. 993. 
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PASSENGER{S)— 

Question r« — 

Alleged racial discrimination in the medical examination of lady em- 

• barking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

traffic receipts in the East Indian Railway. 1940. 

Racial discrimination by the British Indian Steam Navigation Comiiany in 
disembarking . 2578. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re medical examination of 
lady embarking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2912. 

PASSPORT— 

Question re cancellation of a — — granted to Sirdar Harbans Singh, a mer(4iant 
of Sistan. 1923. 

PATIL, R.\o Bahaduu B. L. — 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to omit clause 4. 25.35-37. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2622, 2648-49. 

Election of — to the Standing Advisory Committee for the Department o» 
Education, Health and Lands. 1951. 

Election of to the Standing C^ommittee on Emigration. 2490. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2955-56. 

Question re — 

Brazilian Immigration Scheme. 2543. 

Commissioners and Assistant Commi.ssioncrs ot ln(‘ome-tax in Bombay. 1942. 
Communities of new recruits recpiired for extra w'ork in the Income-tax 
Department, Bombay. 1941. 

Construction of a railway line between Hubli and Kumpta. 1941. 

Creation of a separate administrative unit in the Kannad-speaking Districts 
of the Bombay and Madras Presidencies. 2553. 

Delay of mail in Navaigund and Nargund in the Dharwar District. 1664. 
Economy and safety <3f electric supply. 1940-41. 

Formation of a “ Kariiatik ” Province. 2552-53. 

Formation of an Andhra Province. 2553. 

Motor mail contracts in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 2085. 

Non-interference with “ Buy Indian ’’ propaganda. 2781. 

Provincial boundaries questions. 1942. 

Recruitment of members of Marathi and Canarese backward communities in 
Central Goveriimont services. 1928. 

Replacement of Viceroy's (k^nimissioncd Olficcrs by King's Commissioiietl 
Officers in certain Units. 1927-28. 

Repre.sentatiou of the various communities in the Income-tax Departmout, 
Bombay. 1942. 

Retrenchment proposals of the Railway Board. 1663-64. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Sel^'ot Committee. 2996. 

PATNA— 

Question re persons returned to the Legislative Assembly by the cum 

• Shahabad Non-Mijhammadan constituency. 2909. 
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PAY(S>- . 

Question re — 

Application of the 10 per cent, cut in to duftries and record sorters 

807 ^. 

Arrears of of a driver in a Mule Corps. 2663-64. 

Arrears of of certain clerks promoted by the Chief Accounts Officer 

North Western Railway. 1061-62. 

Belated claims of ex-Military men to , pension, etc. 2385. 

Cut in of binders, compositors, etc., in the East Indian Railway Press. 

2218-19. 

Cut in of low paid men in the Posts and Telegraphs Department 

2696-97. 

Cut in of telephone operators. 2351. 

Outs in low in the Local Government and the Government of India. 

2350. 

Outs in of railway employees. 1533. 

Deductions from of industrial employees of the East Indian Railway 

Press. 2219. 

Deductions from of piece-rated employees of the Government of India 

Press, Calcutta. 2221-23. 

Exemption of certain clerks from the 10 per cent, cut in . 1508-09. 

Grant of advance increments or special to Muslims in the Government 

of India Offices. 2783-84. 

Instructions re reduction of and retrenchment of personnel by the Gov- 

ernment of Madras. 29. 

National wealth, remittances, incomes, and allowances, etc. 1380. 

and allowances of the Indian Staff of the office of the High Commissioner 

for India. 970-71. 

and mileage allow«ance of ticket examiners on the East Indian and North 

Western Railways, 617. 

of Anglo-Indian and Indian Assistant Station Masters at Delhi and 

Ghaziabad. 825. 

of clerks, store-keepers and checkers of the Indian Army Service Corps. 

51-55. 

of head ticket collectors at certain stations. 620. 

of lady typists on the Noi^th Western Railway. 2395. 

of second division clerks in the Government of India Secretariat. 68. 

of the Assistant Station Master at Simla. 825. 

of the Cashier in the Office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 

(Provision). 1622-23. 

of the Cashier, Railway Board. 1698. 

ofTravelling Ticket Examiners. 617. 

Posts with special in the Government of India held by non-Muslims. 

2782-83. 

Railway passes granted to staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go 
on leave on half . 2782. 

Reduction of and allowances of travelling ticket inspectors. 617. 

Reduction of of an officer previous to retirement. 643-44. 

Reduction of of Superintendents of Post Offices. 652. 

Reduction of of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian Rail- 

way. 997-98. 

Reduction of the of the Chief Engineer, <Sonstruction, North Western 

Railway, and his staff. 2400. 

Bevified rates of of Government servants. 809-10. 

^vision of scales of of Government servan^. 330. 
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iPAY(S) — (cancld.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

.^vision of the scale of of the local engineering and traffic service. 2395. 

^ales of in the Postal Department. 2549-50. 

Staff of the Howrah Goods Shed compelled to go on leave on half . 2781. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig re of 

duf tries and 10 per cent, cut in their . 2862. 

PAYMENTS TO PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF AGENCY SUBJECTS— 

Demand for Grant. 2335. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 934. 

PAY SHEET(S)— 

Question re of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 2362. 

PBNSION(S)— 

Question re — 

Arrears of family and disability . 640-41. 

Arrears of for disability subsequently declared as attributable to mili- 

tary service. 2601. 

Belated claims of ex-Military men to pay- , etc. 2385. 

Conversion of of members of the Indian Medical Department drawn 

abroad. 1128-30. 

Distinction in conditions between the Indian Army Service Corps and 

the Military Engineering Corps. 1928-29. 

Facilities for claiming militarj' . 2604. 

Family of non-combatants. 638-39. 

Family refused for syces killed on military service. 638. 

Female military . 638. 

Forfeiture of military for participation in political activities. 1691. 

Grievances of military men denied . 1692. 

Investigation of military claims. 2665-67. 

Military disability and’ family claims. 2605-06. 

Military claims. 2603-04, 2665. 

Military claims time-barred. 1075-76. 

Military forfeited for participation in political activities. 637. 

Non-grant of to certain disabled sepoys. 634. 

Payment of disability ior Military Service. 2903-06. 

Payment of family in respect of casualties in the Great War. 2906-07. 

Payment of of members of the Indian Medical Department in rupees or 

pounds. 1127-28. 

admissible to widows and mothers of deceased ranks. 637, 1691. 

— ^ — granted to ranks re-engaged for the Great AVar. 636. 

of certain military men increased by re-omployment during the Great 

War. 2602. 

of Officers of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 356. 

• of ranks re-engaged for the Great AVar. 1690-91. 

scheme for subordinates on the Posts and Telegraph Department. 2596. 

withheld on account of convictions in political cases. 2604. 

Practice in regard to grant of disability and family . 2602-03. 

Rates of military . 2601-02. 

Refusal of disability to certain discharged military men.. 1687-90, 1692, 

1693-94. 

*Revi8ed schemes for -i — on the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 2595-96. 
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PENSION(S)— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Statutory rights to disability and family . 2603. 

Temporary increment in pre-war military . 639. 

Time-barring of disability claims. 2664. 

Time limit allowed for claims. 639-40. 

PENSIONARY GRANTS— 

Question re appeals in respect of . 636-36. 

PENSIONER(S)— 

Question re number of Government . 27. 

PENSIONS, COMMUTED VALUE OF— 

Demand for Grant. 2345. 

PENSIONS, SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 935. 

PEOaN(S)— 

Question re — 

Ai)pointinent of IVfiislim in the Government of India Press, New Dellii 

2404. 

Ap])ointnient of Sikh porters and van in the Railway Mail Service 

Delhi. 1680. 

Appointment of telegraph as i)ostmen. 2591-92. 

Denial of Caloutta-Delhi transfer concessions to certain clerks and of 

the office of the Director General of PosLs and Telegraphs. 1509. 

Family travelling allowance for diiftries and . 1685-86. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to InsptH'tors of Telegraph . 2595. 

Hoii.se-reiit allowances of diiftries and . 1024. 

Muslim and Hindu diiftries and employed in various Depaitnicnts. 

1684-85. 

Old record .sorters, jemadars and retained in the Government of fiidia 

Secretariat. 1685. 

Sy.stem of supplying uniforms to telegraph and postal . 2592-95. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schu.ster re old 
rei'ord .sorters, jemadars and retained in the Government of Tiulia Secre- 

tariat. 2852. 

PERCENTAGE— 

Question re of different communities on the suhordiiiate staff of 

Railways. 1074. 

PERIODICAL RETURNS— 

Que.stion re cost of investigation to reduce of State-managed Railways. 

625. 

PERMANENT-WAY SI H-l NSPECTORvS 

Question re 

. Aijprentic'e plate-layers a[)pointed a.s . 540. 

Reversion of Time-keepers* posts of certain . 540. 

PERSONAL ALLOWANCK(S)— 

Question re refused to Subedar-Majors. 636? 

PERSONAL AwSSISTANT— 

Question re post of to the Controller of Inspection, Indian Stores l)eP‘^^^' 

meni. 16QM7. 
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PERSONNEL OFFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims as Assistant on the North Western Railway. 

1601. 

Creation of a post of Chief on the North AVestern Railway. 1599. 

Duties of at tlie Headquarters Office, North AV^estern Railway. 1602. 

Alusliin in the North AA’estern Railway. lo9S. 

31uslim.s appointed as on the North AA’^esteni Railway. 1926. 

pESHAAVAR— 

Question re — 

Building applh'atious of Indians rejected in Cantonment. .‘10-31. 

Invitation of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan to a Durbar in . 1604-0-5. 

Bale of meat in . 822. 

Transfer of Lieutenant-C’ohniel Al. Dcxkrell from Cantonment. 748-49. 

PESHAAVAR CANTONAIENT— 

Question re provision of an Elected Board for . 2482. 

rETI'riON(S)— 

Appointment of the ('ominittee on , 937. 

relating to the Hindu Alarriages Dissolution Bill. 441. 75.5-56. 

relating to the Hindu Alarriages Dissolution Bill and the Hindu Un- 

t-ouehable Castes (Removal of Disabilities) Bill. 1704-06. 

— relating to the Hindu AA'idows’ Right of Inheritance Bill. 441. 

Question re from apprentices in the Rifle FacLuy at IshaiKue. 2221. 

nCKETH— 

Question re alleged caning of in Tiiinevelly. 5-32. 

inCKETERH— 

Question re alleged rough handliug of a lady by the police. 1224. 

PICKETING— 

Question re of liquor shoij»s in the North-AAest Proutier Province. 990. 

Statement (laid on the tabled hy Sir Evelyn Howell re oi liquor shops in 

the North-AAVst frontier Province. 2498. 

PI i:CE-R ATED EMPLOY EES--- 
See “ Einployee(s) ’ ’ . 

PILGRIMS— 

Question re lack of trailic arrangements for- visiting the shrine of Nizam- 

uddin Olia at Delhi. 345-46. 

I'lhLAl, Ain. NARAYAN RAtiHAVAN— 

Oath of Office. 2543. 

IMPE(S)-^ 

Question re import duties <>r htjunties on galvanised iion and steel sheets and 
. 1229-30. • 

Resolution re duties on galvanised iron and steel and sheets. 105.>60. 

PISAXOAN— . 

Question re disputes l)ctn'o«*n tl><? Istiinravdar of and his toniuils. A7/. 
PITKEATHLY, Mb. J. S.— 

Question re domicile of , Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Depai-t- 

ment. 2377, 
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PLATE-LAYER(S)— 

Question re apprentice appointed as permanent way Sub-Inspectors. 540; 

PLATFORM(S)— 

Question re — 

Attendance at the railway of the Railway Mail Service sorters. 2547-49 

Lists of condoned annulled by the Northern Command. 752. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re , the erection of which 

has been condoned in Anibala Cantonment. 2491. 

PNEUMONIA— 

Question re caused by Military Service. 635. 

POINT(S) OF ORDER— 

raised by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad whether, when Government are asked 

whether they have certain information, they are entitled to reply merely 
that they are not aware of it. 2214. 

raised by Mr. Amar Nath Dutt as to whethei* discussion of what took place 

outside the House is permitted. 2295. 

raised by Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer as to whether an Honourable Member 

who is directly and personally concerned with the affairs of a contracting 
firm is entitled to take part in a debate concerning it. 2158-61. 

raised by Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer as to whether it is proper for an Honour- 
able Member to refer to private conversations in the course of supplementary 
questions and secure confirmation thereof. 1617. 

raised by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai as to whether replies to questions laid on 

the table should not be read out in the House so that supplementary ques- 
tions might bo put. 1610. 

raised by Mr. N. M. Joshi whether a Member has a right to be heard on a 

on which the Chair has given a decision without hearing the Honour- 
able Member. 2292-93. 

raised by Mr. S. C. Mitra as to whether an Honourable Member can 

impugn the correctness of the statement of another Honourable Member in 
the House. 422. 

raised by the Honourable Sir George Rainy as to whether an Honourable 

Member who had not passed through the lobby at the proper time is entitled 
to vote. 2007. 

raised by the Honowablo Sir George Rainy as to whether the question of 

subvention to the North-West Frontier Province can be raised on the 
Demaiid for Grant in respect of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative 
Assembly Department. 2289. 

raised by the Honourable Sir George Rainy that as the railway collieries 

supply coal only to the railways, the criticism of the administration of these 
collieries is pertinent rather to the Railway Budget than to the General 
Budget. 2162-63. 

POLICE— 

Demand for Grant. 2336. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 934. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kucha Rahiiiafl* 

1961, 1986-2008. 

Question re — 

Alleged rough handling of a lady ;picketer by the . 1224. 

Appoin^ent of women in Delhi. 630. 

doth seized by the at Bhagalpur. 367. 
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POLICE — (concld.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Control and maintenance of reserved subjects of , Income-tax, eto. 807. 

Employment while on leave of Colonel Halland, Senior Superintendent of 
, Delhi. 1126. 

Removal under the Ordinance of private money by the Ajmer . 2566. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re casualties 

among the and public, arising out of measures taken against the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 2497. 

POLICE INSPECTOR— 

Question re alleged objectionable methods in search for Congress funds, adopted' 
by the , Ajmer. 2668. 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES— 

Question re — 

Forfeiture of military pensions for participation in . 1691. 

Military pensions forfeited for participation in . 637. 

POLITICAL CASES— 

Question re pensions withheld on account of convictions in . 2604. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re Muslims appointed to the in the North-West Frontier Province. 

2544. 

POLITICAL DISTURBANCES— 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re Govern-- 
ment servants murdered in communal and . 2492-96. 

POLITICAL OFFENCES— 

Question re number of women arrested and imprisoned for . 2580. 

POLITICAL PRISONER(S)— 

Allegations regarding in the North-West Frontier Province. 64-65. 

Flogging of in the North-West Frontier Province. 49-50. 

See also “ Prisoner(s) 

POLL TAX— 

Question re levy of in Tanganyika for education. 2558. 

PORT HAJ COMMITTEES BILL— 

See ‘‘ BiU(8) 

PORT TRUSTS— 

Question re superior staff on the various . 1231. 

PORTER(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikh as in the Delhi Railway Mail Service. 1679. 

Appointment of Sikh and van peons in the Railway Mail Service, Delhi.. 

1680.. 

* Leave and passes for —of the East Indian Railway. 654. 

appointed to the Railway Mail Serrioe, “ A ” Bmsion. 55721. 

of the Railway Mail Senrioe, “ A ” Division, remov^ ftom aervioe. 

2731. 
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TORTS AND PILOTAGE— 

Demand for Grant. 233S. 

flPOST CARD(S)— 

Question re- - 

Amount realised by sale of stamps and in the North-West Frontier Pro- 

A'ince. 1603-04. 

Destruction of insufficiently stamped . 36-39. 

Nine-pie and sixteen-pio envelopes. 652. 

(POST OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the lowest selection grade examination in the . 1943-44 

2659. 

Anglo-Indian women I'etained in officiating vacancies in the Madras General 
— . 633-34. 

Appointment of a IMubnfinnadan as Town Inspector of , Mussoorie. 877- 

78. 

Appointment of Indians as Superintendents of in Kashmir. 1946. 

Communities of .postmen and inferior servants in Mu.ssoorie . 877. 

Complaint against the Superintendent of , Salem. 989. 

Delegation of certain powers to Town Inspectors of in the first class 

Head Offices. 2547. 

Examination for ai^pointiuent of Inspectors and Head Clerks of . 1944. 

Expenditure by the for the occupation of Thakersey House and frwin 

House in Bombay. 2545-46. 

Expenditure incurred in conducting the lowest selection grade examination in 

the . 2660. 

Head in districts. 712-13. 

Hindu and Muslim Superintendents of in the Punjab Postal Circle. 992. 

♦Occupation of Inspection Houses by a Jleputy Postmaster General. 20f)5. 

in the Myniensingh and Dacca districts. 713. 

Promotion of certain Town Inspectors of . 2013. 

Promotions to the lowest selection grade in the . 2660. 

Quarters in the Arcade Building of the Calcutta General . .372-73. 

Recruitment of Sikh clerks, in the Delhi Head — ■ — . 2657. 

Recruitment of Sikh packers and postmen in the Delhi Head . 2650. 

Reduction of pay of Superintendents of . 652. 

Rent ,paicl for the Bow Bazar . 2663. 

Retrenchment of the jmst of Superintendent of ai Daci a. 711-12. 

Stopping of ijermanent recruitment for the . 2546. 

Sub in the Dehra Dun Division. 876. 

Travelling allowance paid on transfer to a Superintendent of in Mysore. 

695. 

^statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Hyan rc — 

Communities of postmen and inferior servants in Mussoorie . 2615. 

Travelling allowance paid on transfer to a Superintendent of in Mysore. 

1626. , 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore rc — 

Appointment of a Muhammadan as Towm Inspector of , Mussoorie. 1620. 

Sub in the Dehra Dun Division and coinniunal composition of tlieir 

staffs. 1625-26. 

POSTAGE— -1 

Questiop re postal income and increased 


. 1960. 
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POSTAL CIRCLE(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Bihar and Orissa . 27-28. 

. Appointment of Sikhs to the Punjab Office. 1669. 

East Indian Railway passes issued to the Deputy Postmaster General, Unitedi 
Provinces . 2096. 

Extensions of service granted in the Piinjal) and North-West Frontier , 

2204. 

Hindu and Muslim Superintendents of Post Offices in the Punjab — 
992-93. 

Promotion of juniors in tlie lower selection grade in . 1596-98. 

Recruitments in tlie United Provinces . 2096. 

Reduction of selection grade posts in the Bengal and Assam . 373. 

Reversion to substantive appointiueuts of certain Postal Officials in the- 
Punjab and North-West Frontier . 2386. 

Selection posts converted into time-scale appointments in the Punjab and 
North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 2386. 

Transfer of postal officials in the Punjab and tlie North-West Frontier . 

2386. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT 
Question re — 

Injustice to Muslims in the . 1947. 

Introduction of lower division clerkshiiis in the . 2661-62. 

Scales of pay in the . 2549-50. 

Sikh holidays in the Punjab . 1681-82. 

POSTAL DIVISIONS— 

Question re contracts for the conveyance of mails in the Dehra Dun and Jhansi 
. 2095-96. 


POSTAL EMPLOYEIkS- 

Question re loss hy Hoods caused to in Eastern Bengal. 714-15. 

POSTAL INCOME— 

Question re and increased postage. 1950. 

POwSTAL OFFICERS- 
jSVc “ Officer (s) 

POSTAL OFFICIAL(S)— 

Question re 

Retirement of— of 55 years oi age or 30 years’ service. 2662. 

Reversion to substantive ai»pointments of certain — - in the Punjab and 
North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 2386. 

Stamps f»)r letters adtlressed to — . 651-52. 

’rransfer t)f in the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 

2386. 


POSTAL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Appointments abolished in the Central Circle of the and Railway Mail 

Service. 35. 

Retrenchments in yie . 373. 
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2666. 
and in- 

POSTMASTERS— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs as Sub in Delhi. 2667. 

POSTMASTER(S) GENERAL— 

Question re — 

East Indian Railway passes issued to the Deputy , United Provinces 

Circle. 2096. 

Occupation of Post Office Inspection Houses by a Deputy . 2096. 

Party to the , Madras, by the Managing Director of a motor mail service. 

1220-21. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of Superintendents of Wireless and Cash Branches of 
the office of the Director General of . 1607. 

Absence of the Superintendent of the Wireless Branch of the office of the 
Director General of . 2017. 

Appointment of Deputy Director General, . 2476. 

Appointment of Superintendent, Wireless Branch, office of the Director 
General, . 1508. 

Creation of a new appointment in the office of the Director General of . 

347-48. 

Denial of Calcutta-Delhi transfer concessions to certain clerks and peons of 
the office of the Director General of . 1509. 

Employment of a separate Superintendent for the Wireless Branch of the 
office of the Director General of . 2017-18. 

Leave reserve of Assistants in the office of the Director General of . 348. 

Office hours of Muslim employees of the office of the Director General of 

during the IRamzan. 1234. 

Paucity of Muslims appointed to the office of the Deputy Accountant General, 

. 1924. 

Recruitments in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, . 371-72. 

Reductions of appointments of Assistant Director General, . 2476. 

Staff of the office of the Accountant General, . 700. 

Staff of the office of the Deputy Accountant General, . 700-01. 

Substitution of Assstant Directors General by Assistant Deputy Directors 
General of . 348. 

Volunteers for retirement in the office of the DireStor General of 1507. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re recrui^ 

ment of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, , Delhi. 

2490-91. 
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^OSTMAN(MBN)— 

Question re — 

4ppointment of telegraph peons as . 2591-92. 

Communities of and inferior servants in Mussoorie post offices. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu in certain Sub-divisions. 876-77. 

Promotion of as lower division clerks. 


Recruitment of Sikh packers and in the Delhi Head Post Office. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re communities of 

ferior servants in Mussoorie post offices. 2616. 
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POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 928-29. 

Question re — 

Candidates appointed to the Superior Telegraph and Engineering Branches. 
. 2716-17. 

Cut in pay of low paid men in the . 2696-97. 

Determination of seniority of Baudot supervisors in the . 2606. 

Pension scheme for subordinates on the 2696. 

Position of Sikhs in the . 1678. 

Promotions in the . 1680-81. 

Refund to employees of the of deductions from their salaries. 2360. 

Revised schemes for pension on the . 2696-96. 

Traffic Controller in the . 981-82. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS RETRENCHMENT SUB-COMMITTEE— 

Question re recommendations of the . 2606. 

POUNDS— 

Question re payment of pensions of members of the Indian Medical Department 
in rupees or . 1127-28. 

POWER HOUSES— 

Question re Military . 351-62. 

Statement (laid on the ^ble) by Mr. G. M. Young re Military . 1811. 

POWER SUPPLY— 

Question re e<*.onomy and safety in electric lighting and . 1608. 

PREJUDICIAL CIRCULAR— 

Question re alleged ** ” of the Eastern Bengal Railway, 715. 

PRESIDENCY AND ASSAM DISTRICT— 

Question re paucity of Muslims in the Military Engineering Service, . 

2477-78. 

PRESIDENT, Mr. (The Honourable Sir IBRAHIM RAHTMTOOLA)— 

Expressions of regret by on the death of — 

Mr. F. W. Allison. 2670. 

Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar. 2611-12. 

Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3092. 

The Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad Shafi. 23. 

Further discussion on the motion to refer the Indian Income-tax (Second 

Amendment) Bill to Select Committee was allowed by even after the 

Honourable Member in charge was called upon to reply since its subjecl^ 
matter was important. 167. 

Remarks by re the time for taking up Motions for Adjournment. 73. 

Statement by on Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer’s Motion for Adjournment re pub- 

lication in the Press of the Proceedings of the Legislature. 721-22. 

See also “Rulings”. 

PRESS(ES)— 

Motion for adjournment re publication in the of the Assembly speeches. 

667-63. 

Question re — * 

Appeal against discharge by binders in the East Indian Railway , 2218. 
Appointpient of a Muslim as Accountant and Cashier, Government of India 
^ , Now Delhi. 2404-06. 
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'PBESS(ES)— (con«d.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Appointment of apprentices to the Security Printing, India, the Currency 
Note . 643-44. 

Appointment of Muslim i)eons in the Government of India , New Dellii 

2404. 

Appointment of Muslims as Copyholders in the Government of India — — 
New Delhi. 2403-04. ^ 

Appointment of Muslims in the Security Printing, India, Currency Note 

and Central Stamp Stores. 543. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Government of India , New Delhi 

2404, 2405. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Office and of the Private Scei*etary to the 

Viceroy, etc. 1677-78. 

Carelessness of a Head Clerk in the Government of India , Aligarh 

1663. 

Cut in pav of hinders, compositors, etc., in the East Indian Railway — - 
2218-19. ‘ 

Deduction for Provident Fund from the earnings of piece-rated employees 

of the Government of India , New Delhi. 2545. 

Deduction from pav of piece-rated employees of the Government of India 
, Calcutta. 2221-23. 

Deductions from pav of industrial employees of the East Indian Railway . 

2219. 

Discharge of compositors and hinders from .the East Indian Railway -- — . 
2217-18. 

Education of the children of employees in Delhi. 2550. 

Government printing work placed with private . 2221. 

Grievances of Muslims in the Government of India , New Delhi. 240'). 

Lack of heating arrangements in the Government of India , New Delhi. 

2552. 

Lack of water tai)s in the Government of India , New Delhi. 2552. 

Machinery Io.st in the Government of India , Aligarh. 1617. 

Paucity of Sikhs employed in the Government of India , Simla and New 

Delhi. 1671. 

Payments made to private for Government printing work. 2221. 

asked to furnish .securities. 60. 

censorship. 1245. 

Provision of facilities for recreation, etc., of emi^lovee.s in New Dvllii. 

2551-52.. 

Qualifications of the officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla and Aligarh 

Government of India . 2381. 

Quarters of employees in New Delhi. 2551. 

Redress of communal inequalities in the Government of India , 

Delhi. 2404. 

Rent-free quarters to -the officiating AH.sistatit Manager, Goveriiineiit of India 
, AligarJi. 2381. 

Rent of quarters of employees of the Government of India , New Delhi. 

2544. 

' Retrenchments in the Government of India , Aligarh. 1617-18. 

Staff of the Security Printing, India, Currency Note and Central Stauil> 

Stores at Nasik. 542-43. 

Strength of supervising and operating staff in the East Indian Railway 

Calcutta and Howrah. 2219-21. 

Ten per cent, cut in earnings of piece-rated employees of the Government of. 

India , New Delhi- 2544. 

Use of the Vernacular for railway publicity. 875-76. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


189 


pRESS(ES) — {concXd.), 

Statement by Mr. President on C. S. Ranga Iyer’s Motion for Adjournment - 

re publication in the of the proceedings of the liCgislatiire. 721-22. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable IVIr. H. G. Haig re 

asked to furnish security. 2788-92. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re alleged 
restrictions on the in Bengal. 2413. 

pjtESS mp:ssages— 

Question re censorship of regarding proceedings of the Assembly. 1077-78. 

See also Message(s) 

PBEVENTTON OF DEDICATION OF DEVADASTS BILI^ 

See ‘‘ Bill(s) 

PIUCE(S)— 

Question re — 

Low of silver. 046. 

of jail-made articles. 2469. 

of salt in the Calcutta market. 706. 

Resolution re stabilisation of exchange and . 828-43. 

IMITNCE OF WALES SEAMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Question re non-admission of Indians to the . Bombay. 2587-88. 

PIUNTERS— ■ 

Question re ])romotioii of Indian trained in England. 23S0-S1. 

PIUNTING— 

Question re South Indian Railway contract with Messrs. Hoe and Com- 

pany. 1134. 

PRINTING WORK— 

Question re — 

Government placed witli private ])resses. 2221. 

Payments made to private presses for Goveimnent . 2221. 

PR ISON(S)— 

Question re alleged wrongful ilctentiou in of Har Dhian Singh Chandi- 

wala. 1522-23. * 

1MUS0NER.(S)— 

Motion for Adjournmont re — 

Alleged maltrcatincnt of women political . 2283, 2108, 2443-63. 

Question re — 

Accommodation of women in the Dellii Jail. 2476. 

Allegations regarding political in the North-West Frontier Province. 

64-65. 

Allegations regarding the tpiality of lood supplied to . 64. 

Alleged harassing of in the Ajmer Ctmtral Jail. 2568. 

Alleged rough handling of a woman . 1523. 

Allowances and treatment of in Delhi. 2382. 

•Allowances permitted, for certain detained under Regulation HI of 

1818. 2363-64. 

Classes of imprisonment awarded to political . 364-66. 

Classification of lady . 343-44. 
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PBISONER(S)--(concId.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Classification of political . 2777-81. 

Classification of in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2566. 

Classification of women political . 1524. 

Clothes for in the Ajmer Jail. 1665-66. 

Complaint about the treatment of in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2567. 

Conditions of interviews with political in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2667, 

Confinement in a dark cell of a in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2564. 

Confiscation of the privilege of interview of certain political . 2563. 

Corn-grinding labour given to political . 2567. 

Decrease in weight of in Ajmer Jail. 1665. 

Delay in release of a after payment of a fine. 1663. 

Disallowance of a religious book to a in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568 

Expenditure incurred on transferring from Delhi to Multan. 1225. 

Facilities for detained under the Emergency Powers Ordinance. 2382. 

Flogging of political in the North-West Frontier Province. 49-50. 

Hunger strike of a in the Ajmer Jail. 2564. 

Hunger strike of political in Ajmer. 2567. 

Insufficiency of clothes provided for in the Ajmer Jail. 2563-64. 

Insufficient food and blankets for in the North-West Frontier Province. 

333. 

Labour imposed on in the Ajmer Jail. 1666. 

Number of political detained under recent Ordinances. 343. 

Particulars of State . 43-44. 

Political arrested and released in Delhi. 2477. 

exposed to the cold in the North-West Frontier Province. 332-33. 

Provision of fans for in the Central Jail, Multan. 1522. 

Provisions of accommodation for political in Delhi. 1683. 

Quarters of certain in the Delhi Jail. 2381-82. 

Record of weights of political in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

Reports on the health and treatment of . 2364-65. 

Standard of diet of “ C class in Ajmer. 2566. 

Treatment of lady under trial in Delhi. 987. 

Women transferred to Lahore in a third class compartment. 1523-24. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Sir Evelyn Howell re allegations regarding 
political^ in the North-West Frontier Province. 2793. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re — 

Classification of women political in the Delhi J ail. 1625. 

Number of political detained under recent Ordinances. 2409. 

Treatment of under-trial lady in the Delhi Jail. 1625. 

PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE VICEROY— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs to the Office and Press of the , ©tc. 

1677-78. 

PROBATIONER(S>— 

Question re — 

Confirmation of in the Chief Accounts Office, East Indian Railway. 

2607. 

Confirmation of in the East Indian Railway Accounts Department. 

1947-48. 

Confirma4fiii^ of Railway Aocounte— — . 717-18. 
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PEOOEBDmG(S>- 

Question re censorship of Press messages of of the Legislative Assembly. 

1231. 

Statement by Mr, President on Mr. O. S. Ranga Tyer*s Motion for adjourn* 
ment re publication in the Press of the of the Legislature. 721-22. 

PROMOTION(S>— 

Question re — 

Accelerated for officers of the Indian Medical Department. 881-82. 

Departmental in All-India Services. 1234. 

in leave vacancies on the North Western Railway. 564. 

in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 1680-81. 

in the Railway Department. 823. 

of a Cashier in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 

(Provision). 2576. 

of a European Officer on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1069*70. 

of an Anglo-Indian subordinate on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

1070. 

of Assistant Station Masters in the Delhi Division of the North West^^m 

Railway. 825. 

of guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 826. 

of Indians in the Bridge Department of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 823-24. 

of lower subordinate staff in the Engineering Department of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 823. 

Revised cadres and of subordinates in c'ertain Departments of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066-68. 

PROPAGANDA— 

Question re non-interference \vith Buy Indian . 2781. 

PROPERTY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Arrests made and confiscated under the Ordinances in the North-West 

Frontier Province. 437. 

Auction of private in the Gandhi Ashram at Hatundi. 2565. 

PROSCRIPTION— 

Question re of certain Hindi books in Ajmer. 47. 

PROSECUTION(S)— 

Question re — ^ 

instituted by the Executive Officer, Sialkot Cantonment. 1593-94. 

under the Foreign Relations Ordinance. 1231. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re instituted by the 

Executive Officer, Sialkot Cantonment. 2615. 

PROTECTION— 

Question re for the Cotton Mill Industry. 2719. 

PROVIDENT FUND— 

Question re — 

Deduction for from the earnings of piece-rated employees of the Govern* 

ment of India Press, New Delhi. 2545. 

Rate of interest allowed on the General . 1232. 

^Repayment of advances from . 356. 
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PROVINCE(S)— 

Question re — "" 

Grant of financial aid to the . 2582. 

Qualifications and communities of Engineers in each . 2474. 

PROVINCIAL BOUNDARIES QUESTIONS— 

Question re . 1942. 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant — 

Payments to on account of Administration of Agency subjects. 934. 

Question re — 

Financial relations between tlie Central Government and the . 2718. 

Loans asked for by . 1229. 

PROVINCIAL SUBJECTS— 

Question re expenditure from Central Revenues on . 2580. 

PUBLIC— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling . 1383-1402. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar rt i JiMiaUicj; 

among the police and arising out of measures taken against the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 2497. 

PUBLIC xiCCOUNTS COMMITTEE— 

Consideration of the Report of the . 1181-80, 1196-1214. 

Election of Members to the . 2231, 2500, 2012. 

Presentation of the Report of the . 379-92. 

PUBLIC HEALTH— 

Demand for Grant. 2338. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 920. 

Demand for Grant. 2325. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ re— 

Inadequate retrenchment. 2325-34. 

Question re — 

Grievances of the Muslim community against the . 2085-80. 

Indian newspapers utilized for advertisements of the . 997. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the . 2088-94^ 

Suspension or reduction of recruitment by the . 354. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re suspension 
or reduction of recruitment by the . 2499. 

PUBLIC SUITS VALIDATION BILI^ 

See ‘‘ Bill(s) 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Allotment of quarters in New Delhi to clerks of the local . 720. 

Appointment of Computer for calculation and design of structure in tio 
, Delhi. 2476. 

Arrest of Mr. W. A. Edge of the , Delhi, for alleged embezzlemen . 

2717. 
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PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT— 

Question re ratio of Enro-nean, Anglo-Indian and Indian Time-keepers in the 
. 539-40. 

PUBLICATION— 

Motion for Adjournment rc in the Press of the Asseinldy speeches. 657-63. 

Question re by newspapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 

545-46. 

Statement by Mr. President on Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer’s Motion for Adjourn- 
ment re ill the Press of the ])roceedings of the Legislature. 721-22. 

PUBLICITY BUREAU— 

Question re visit of tlie Director of the Central to Meerut in connection 

with the Meerut cons])iracy case. 644. 

PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re of tlie Eastern Bengal Railway. lo32. 

PUBLICITY OFFICES- 

Question re retrenchment in Indian in London and New York. 820. 

PUNISHMENT- 
Question re — 

Alleged ra<‘ial discrimination in in the Howrah Goods Shed. 2782. 

Departmental of Government servants. 2720. 

PUNJAB— 

Question re — 

Appoiniment of a Muslim as Commissioner of Income-tax in the , North- 

West Frontier Province and l>ellii. 2573-74. 

Appointment of Muslims in the — - and Madras Income-tax Departments. 

()9-70. 

ApiJointment of Sikhs to the Postal Circle Olfice. l(k)9. 

Disposal of estahlislmuMit cases in the Income-tax DepaTtment in the , 

North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 2573. 

Extensions of service gi’anted in the anil No]’tll-^^ esl Frimtior Postal 

Circle. 2204. 

Income-tax Oificers, lnspe<*toi’s and clerks in the and North-West Fron- 
tier Province. 1673-71. • 

New ai>pointmeiits in the Income-tax Departiiu*nt in the . North-W'^est 

Frontier Province and Delhi. 2572. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Income-tax Department. GS-C9. 

Prepoiideraiii*e of Muslim Oflicers in the Postal Circle. 993. 

Reversion to substantive appointments of certain ])ostal officials in the 
and North-W'est Frontier Postal Circle. 2386. 

Selection posts converted into time-scale appointments in the and North- 

AVest Frontier Postal Circle. 2205. 

Sikh holidays in the — # — Postal Department. 1681-82. 

Sikh Offieinls in the Railway Mail Serviee in the . 1679. 

Transfer of Inspectors of the Railway Mail Service. Circle. 1679-80. 

•Transfer of postal officials in the and the North-AVest Frontier Postal 

Circle. 2386. • 

Statement (laid on the table) re appointment of Muslims in ^ Inconie-tais 
Department, . 1187. 
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PUNJAB MUSSALMAN(S)-^ 

See “ Mussalman(s) **. 

PUNJAB POSTAL OmCLE— 

See “ Postal Circle 

PURCHASi>— 

Question re — 

of the Bengal and North-Western and Rohilkhund and Kumaon Rail- 
ways. 997. 

of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 360-61, 702-03. 


PURI, Mr. B. R. — 

Question re — 

A defective railroad subway between Badnmi Bagli and Lalioro railway 
stations. 1377-78. 

Alleged rough handling of a lady picketer by tho police. 1224. 

Contribution by Britain to the cost of tho British Army in India. 56-56. 
English time tables of the North Western Railway. 32-3.3. 

Publication by newspapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 546. 
Railway saloons provided for Railway officials. 31-32. 

Salary of the Officer in the charge of the Molienjodaro excavations and re- 
trenchment of his staff. 62. 

Resolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 147-48. 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 571-77, 578, 579, 581, 597, 598, 
601, 602-06. 

Recent Ordinances. 247, 260-63. 

PURI, Mr. GOSWAMI M. R.— 

Question re — 

Abolition of railway dining saloons. 1134-35. 

Admission to higher classes of servants of sick travellers. 1134. 
Appointments abolished in the Central Circle of the Postal and Railway 
Mail Service. 35. 

Auction of land in Karol Bagh and Paharganj for residential quarters. 
2561. 

Case for Berar prepared by the Berar All-Parties Conference. 439. 

Contract for clothing entrusted to Messrs. Hoe and Company. 1131-32. 
Contracts for bookstalls on tho South Indian and Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railways. .1131. 

“ Correspondence ” Colleges in India. 703. 

. Employment while on leave of Colonel Halland, Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Delhi. 1126. 

Income from increased income-tax on salaries of Government servants. 327. 
Infliction of imprisonment and flnes under recent Ordinances. 439. 

Monthly railway time table issued by the South Indian Railway. 1133. 
Provision of quarters for the staff of tho Railwfiy Clearing Accounts Olfice, 
Delhi. 2560-61. 

Publication of notifications re selection of engineering apprentices. 1135. 
Renewal of the Wheat Import Duty Bill. 536. • 

Retirement of oifficers in Government of India Departments. 35-36. 
Savingiigiu civil expenditure to be effected by the 10 per cent, cut in salaries. 

34 -^ 7 ^ 
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PURI, Mb. QOS^AMl M. Ji.--{concld,) 

Question re — (conoid.) 

Savings to be effected in Military Departments by the 10 per cent, cut iw 
salaries. o4. 

^“’***“ Railway Printing Contract with Messrs. Hoe and Company. 
pUSHKARr— 

Question re representation of Dargah and and of cloth and sugar mer- 

chants on the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2391. 


QUAL [FI OATION(S>— 
Question re — 

Alleged lack of 

Ajmer. 374. 


Q 


of a teacher in the Municipal Board City Boys^ School, 


of the officiating Assistant Managers of the Simla and Aligarh Govern- 
ment of India Presses. 2381. 


QUARTER(S)- 
Question re — 

Alleged partiality in the allotment of . 1236. 

Allotment of Government in New Delhi. 718-19, 2203. 

Allotment of in New Delhi to clerks of the local Public Works Depart- 

ment. 720. 

Allotment of in New Delhi to temporary clerks. 720. 

Auction of land in Karol Bagh and Paharganj for residential . 2561. 

Clerks’ in New Delhi. 719. 

Clerks’ in New Delhi required by the various Departments. 720-21. 

Clerks’ in New Delhi vacated by retrenched clerks. 720. 

Lack of water taps in railway at Paharganj. 82G-27. 

Latrine in menial . 715. 

Ministerial and inferior staff in New Delhi. 2203. 

Provision of for the staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office,. 

Delhi. 2660-61. 

for duftries. 1686. 

in the Arcade Building of the Calcutta General Post Office. 372-73. 

of certain prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 2381-82. 

of press employees in New Delhi. 2551. 

of the Eastern Bengal Railway staff. 716-17. 

Rent of of employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

2544. 

Rent-free to the officiating Assistant Manager, Government of India* 

Press, Aligarh. 2381. 


quartermaster general— 

Question re barbed wire fence round the office of the in Simla. 2570. 

.A 

QUEEN’S GARDEN— 

Question re dispersal of a meeting in the , Delhi, and arrest of Mufti' 

^Kifayatullah. 2470-71. 

QUORUM— 

Meeting of the Legislative Assembly adjourned for want of — ^^^7*742. 
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RACIAL CONSIDERATIONS— 

Question re. in the retrenchment of iM>sts. 625. 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re — 

Alleged in appointments of senior subordinates on the railways 

628-29. 

Alleged in certain appointments at Jamalpur. 567. 

Alleged in punishments in the Howrah Goods Shed. 2782. 

Alleged ill the 'medical examination of lady passengers embarking yt 

Calcutta for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

Alleged in training of apprentices at Jamalpur. 1520. 

by the British India Steam Navigation Company in disembarking 

passengers. 2578. 

RAFIUDDIN AHMAD, Khan Bahaduii, Maulvi — 

Election of to the Standing Committee on Kmigration. 2490. 

RAGHUBIR SIGNH, KUNWAR — 

Election of to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 2729. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board re conveniences of the travelling public. 1388-90. 
Question ve — 

American wheat imported into India. 71-72, 

Application of the ten per cent. cut. 378. 

Education of tin; children of press employees in Delhi. 2550. 

Employment on railway.s of sons of raihvay servants. 654. 

Facilities for Hindu Railwav einplovees at Tundla for the Dewali festival. 
71. 

Free passes for children of railway employees. 654. 

Iinjiortation of wood pulp into India. 652-53. 

Lack of heating arrangements in the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi. 2552. 

Lack of water taps in the Government of India Press, New' Delhi. 2652. 
Leave and passes for j)ort(?r.s of the East Indian Raihvay. 654. 

Provision of facilities for recreation, etc., of press einplovees in New' Delhi. 

2551-59. 

Quarters of press employees in New Delhi. 2551. 

Railway saliKnis provided for Railway officials. 71. 

Utilisation of fine funds on raihvays. 653. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 298-99. 

Sugar industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2859-60. 

RAILWAY(S)— 

Bengal and Nortli-Western — 

Question re-r— 

Accommodation for clerk.s in the Audit Office . 1530. 

Ages of w'orkmon superannuated on the . 1527-28. 

Clerk.s maintained on the frontier of Nepal in -f — stations., 1624-25. 

Institutes for European and Indian Staff on the . 1529-30. 

' Leave«SE( 4 |^ 8 uhordinates of the . 1531. 
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R Alli W AY (S)— (cofifd . ) 

Bengal and North-Western — {conoid,) 

Question rc — {concld.) 

Markers employed in the . 1530. 

Purchase of the . 360-61, 702-03. 

Purchase of the and Rohilkund and Kumaon Railways. 997. 

Recruitment and promotions in the workshops at Gorakhpur. 1630-31.. 

Working hours of the staff. 1531. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re leave for subordinates 
of the . 2793. 

Bengal Nagpur — 

Question re — 

Charges for goods on the . 1225-26. 

Employees of the . 2014. 

Employment of Oriyas on the . 1620. 

Freight rates on the . 1228, 1229. 

Oriyas employed in the . 1073-74. 

Passes issued during holidays on the . 2014-15. 

Refund of transhipment charges by the — — . 1227. 

Replacement of the contract system on the bv the Departmental* 

system. 2486. 

Transhipment charges over the Johilla bridge realised by the . 1226-27» 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India — 

Question rc — 

Appointment of certain Station Masters on tlio . 2023. 

Termination of the services of certain employees on the . 2024, 2025. 

Bukhtinrpore-Bihar Light — 

Question re construction of waiting rooms at stations on the . 629. 

Compa ny-m ana ged — 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Railway Board re — 

Lack of supervision and control over . 1447-62. 

East Indian — 

Question rc — 

Alwlitioii of the crew system on the . 643. 

Alleged injustices to Muslim einployee.s on the . 2362. 

Allegation.s against the Deputy Chief Accounts Officer, General Branchy 
. 556-57. 

Allowances of guards and ticket examiners on the . 998. 

Appeal against discharge hy hinders in the , Press. 2218. 

Authority over teachers of the School at Tundla. 67.* 

Casual leave and gate allowances of crew staff and ticket collectors of 
tlie . 359-60. 

Communities of chargeinen appointed in the Workshop at Lucknow. 

567. 

Confirmation of probationers in the Chief Accounts Office, . 2607. 

Confirmation of probationers in the , Accounts Department. 1947-48. 

Cut ill pay of binders, compositors, etc., in the -Press. 2218-19. 

Deductions from pay of industrial employees of the Press. 2219. 

Designation of ticket checkers on the . 611-13. 

Discharge of com|fositors and binders from the Press. 2217-18. 

Discontinuance of a through carriage on an Express. 2216-17. 

passes issued to the Deputy Postmaster General, United Provinces^ 

Circle. 2096. 
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^9^WAY(Sy-(contd.) 

*'* East Indian — (coneld,) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Education and training of certain employees in the Workshop at 

Lillooah. 667. 

Employment of Muslims in the . 3027. 

Excess of civil engineers on the . 2407. 

Foregoing excess fares on the . 816-17. 

House rent and mileage allowances of ticket checking staff of the and 

Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways. 621. 

Introduction of the contract system in the cash and pay department of 
the . 2485-86. 

Lady ticket collectors on the . 2207. 

Leave and passes for porters of the . 654. 

Managing Committee of the Anglo-Vernacular High School at 

Tundla. 66-67. 

Muslim Establishment clerks in the . 1015. 

Muslims appointed as Office Superintendents and Head Clerks on the 
North-Western and . 1945-46. 

Number of Officers in the Civil Engineering Department, . 2405-06. 

Number of Officers in the Mechanical Engineering Department, . 2406. 

Opinion of the authorities on the crew system. 614-15. 

Passenger traffic receipts in the . 1940. 

Pay and mileage allow*ance of ticket examiners on the and North- 

Western Railways. 617. 

Posts of ticket collectors on the promoted to travelling ticket 

examiners. 1940. 

Promotion of subordinates in the Civil Engineering and Traffic Depart* 
ments, . 2407. 

Reduction in the salary of travelling ticket checkers on the . 1939. 

Reduction of pay of travelling ticket inspectors on the . 997-98. 

Strength of sui)ervising and operating staff in the Press, Calcutta 

and Howrah. 2219-21. 

Subordinates promoted on the and Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways. 

2408. 

Supply of ice and mineral water on the . 2213-15. 

System of ticket checking on the . 618. 

System of ticket checking on the North-Western and . 613-14. 

Teachers of Indian schools maintained by the . 66. 

Ticket checking system on the . 1223-24, 1939-40. 

Use of waiting rooms by travelling ticket examiners on the . 969. 

Eastern Bengal — 

Election of members to the Central Advisory Council for . 2671, 2729. 

Election of memh<?rs to the Standing Finance Committee for . 2500, 

2612. 

Question re — 

Alleged ** Prejudicial Circular of the . 716. 

Allowances of traffic relieving staff of the . 1926-27. 

Cost of the Supplement to the Indian State Railway magazine. 1532. 

Dailj’ allowance of Engineering subordinate staff of the . 716. 

Friction between crew staff and students *.31 Jadabpiir and Tcliapur 

stations on the . 991-92. 

Increase of superior officers on the . 2361. 

Muslim Establishment Officers in the . 1016. 
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BAILWAY(S) — {contd,) 

Eastern Bengal — (concld.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Publicity Department of the . 1532. 

Quarters of the staff. 716-17. 

Reported ‘‘ Unreasonable Action on the . 715. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Rau re officers dealing with 

establishment matters on the . 2617. 

Great Indian Peninsula — 

Question re — 

Abolition of the office of TransiK)rtation Superintendent, at Nagpur. 

106. i 

Amalgamation of the Accounts and Audit Departments of the . 1071. 

Amalgamation of the Commercial and Transportation Departments of 
the . 1070-71. 

Complaint of official interference in the management of the Em- 

ployees* Co-operative Society. 1072-73. 

Contracts for unloading and stacking coal on the . 1934-35. 

Costly electrification scheme on the . 1935-36. 

Denial of holidays to the Staff of the Chief Traffic Manager*s Office, . 

1070. 

Idle locomotives of the . 1935. 

Leave rules for certain subordinates on the . 1068. 

Non-transfer of staff of rates and claims branches in the . 1066. 

Promoted subordinates granted Lee Concessions on the . 1068. 

Promotion of a European Officer on the . 1069-70. 

Promotion of an Anglo-Indian subordinate on the , 1070. 

Promotion of guards on the . 826. 

Promotion of Indians in the Bridge Department of . 823-24. 

Promotion of lower subordinate staff in the Engineering Department 
of the . 823. 

Recruitment of certain jhiropean Officers for rates and claims work in 
the . 1066. 

Reduction of posts of Junior Inspectors of Station Accounts on the . 

1071. 

Re-amalgamation of the Commercial and Transportation Departments of 
the . 1937. 

Re-introduction of a through carriage box ween Lucknow and Bombay 
on the . 2562. 

Retention of a large and expensive fuel staff on the . 1986-37 . 

Revised cardes and promotion of subordinates in certain Departments of 

the . 1066-6v8. 

Supersession of certain subordinates in the . 1064-65. 

Training of Bridge Inspectors on the . 824-25. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re contracts for nnloading 

and stacking coal on the , 2617 . 

Indian — 

Question re — 

Appointment of staff officers on . 975. 

Cost of divisional organisation . 627-28. 

Cost of staff of various communities on . 1074. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta — 

Q'hestion re contracts foi; bookstalls on the South Indian and • 1131* 

H 
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RAILWAT(S) — (eontd.) 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“Executive Council ”.rc — 

Lack of supervision over the coal transaction of . 2155-72. 

“ Railway Board “ re — 

Favouritism in the . 1436-46. 

retrenchment policy. 1402-35. 

North Western — 

Question re — 

Accountants’ posts on the . 710. 

Age of Babu Khuslii Mohamed, late Chief Goods Clerk, , forced - 

retire. 2784. 

Allowances and duties of guards on the . 2384-85. 

Appeals by travelling ticket examiners of the . 621-22. 

Appointment of a guard as Janitor, Headquarters office, . 2392-93. 

Appointment of Assistant Chief Draftsman, Headquarters’ office, 

996. 

Appointment of Assistant Controllers on the . 986, 1605-06. 

Appointment of Assistant Train Controllers on the . 811-12, 82 

1257-58. 

Appointment of Indians to certain posts on the . 2201-02. 

Appointment of Muslim officers in the Headquaiters office, . 1600. 

Appointment of Muslims as Assistant Personnel Officers on the . 160 

Appointment of Muslims as clerks and Assistant Surgeons on the — 
1601. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Electrical Branch, Agents Office, — 
975. 

Api>ointinent of IMnslims on the . 1619-20. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Medical Service. 541. 

Appointment of non-Muhammadans as mechanical drawing officers on tl 
. 995. 

Appointment of Traffic Inspectors on the . 9S6. 

Appointments on tlie . 112. 

Arrears of pay of certain clerks promoted ))v the C’hief Accounts Office 
. 1061-62. 

B Class Maclagan Engineering apprentices on the . 2401 . 

Casual leave for officers and clerks on the . 2396. 

Communities of clerks, etc., on the . 1233. 

Creation of a post of Chief Personnel Officer on the . 1599. 

Discharge of ^Muslim clerks from the Headquarters office, . 1601-02 

Divisional organisation on the . 59. 

Dutie.s of Personnel Officers at the Headquarters office, . 1602. 

Employees of the retrenched. 655-56. 

Emploj’oos retrenched on the . 1598. 

Employment of Hindus on the . 993-96. 

Endorsement of pas.ses of officers and clerks on the . 2394-95. 

English time tables of the . 32-33. 

Famil 3 ’ Pass Rules on the . 2397-98. 

Grant of concessions to clerks of the offices for attending office t 

Sundays and holidays. 2403. c 

Grievances of Muslim watermen on the . 105-06. 

Head Draftsman, Loco. Headquarters Office, . 2398. 

Higher grades in Establishment Branches of Headquarters and Division 

Superintendents’ Offices on the . 2402. 

Hindus and Muhammadans employed as drivers, etc., on the • 
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{tAILWAY(S) — (contd,) 

North Western — (contd,) 

Question re — (contd,) 

Lack of notice to staff retrenched in the office of the Chief Accountg 
Officer, . 607. 

Leave rules on the . 708-09, 2393-94. 

Local purchases by the , Medical Department. 1514-15. 

Mechanical drawing officers on the . 995. 

Medical certificates required from the employees. 2399. 

Medical Examination of railway employees on the . 826. 

Medical treatment of emploj’ees on the . 2399. 

Misuse of passes on the . 1512-14. 

Muslim Assistant Surgeons on the . 111-12. 

Muslim personnel officers in the . 1598. 

Muslim representation in appointments on the . 1003-04. 

Muslim representation in the , Medical Department. 1510-12. 

Muslim appointed as Office Superintendents and Head Clerks on the — 
and East Indian Railways. 1945-46. 

Muslims appointed as Personnel Officers on the . 1926. 

Muslims promoted to the Superior Revenue Establishment of the . 

1925-26. 

Non-appointment of Indians as Chief Draftsmen on the . 996. 

Non-appointment of Muslims to the Headquarters Office, . 1600. 

Co-operative Credit Society. 1618. 

Number, and communities of staff in each Division of the . 1945. 

Number of Indian Medical Department Assistant Surgeons on the . 

542. 

Officers’ and clerks’ grades on the . 563-64. 

Paucity of Hindus in AVorkshops on the . 2398-99. 

Paucity of Muslims in the lower gazetted service of the . 1598. 

Pay and mileage allowance of ticket examiners on the East Indian and 
. 617. 

Pay of lady typists oii the — — . 2395. 

Pay of the Litigation Officer, . 562. 

Promotion of Assistant Station Masters in the Delhi Division of the . 

825. 

Promotion of clerks at the Headquarters office, . 2402-03. 

Promotion of firemen, etc., on the . 2202-03. 

Promotion of guards on the . 2384. 

Promotion of Mr. S. R. Woodmore, officiating Chief Draftsman, . 563. 

Promotion of typists on the . 2395-96. 

Promotions in leave vacancies on the . 564. 

Provision for railway employees failing in the medical examination on 
the . 826. 

Purchase of emergency equipment by the , Medical Department. 

1515-16. 

Qualifications of lady stenographers and typists on the . 2395. 

Recall of a provision pass previously in possession of the Sub-Divisional 
Officer, . 2382-83. 

Recruitment of Assistant Surgeons on . 542. 

Recruitment of Boy jf’iremen on the . 995. 

Reduction of the pay of the Chief Engineer, Construction, , and his 

staff. . 2400. 

Reflooring and relining of walls in the Headquarters Office. 2401. 

Reorganisation of the office of the Chief Personnel Officer, , 564. 

H 2 
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RAILWAY(S) — (contd.) 

North-Western — (concld.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Retrenchment in the office of the Chief Accounts Officer, . 666^ 

607-10. " 

Retrenchment of certain Junior Inspectors of Accounts on the 

2471-72. 

Retrenchment of Mussalman employees on the . 656. 

Retrenchment of officers and workmen on the . 2396. 

Retrencliineiit of works managers, etc., of the Loco, and Carriage shops 
. 2397. 

Retrenchments effected by the diief Accounts Officer, . 1061. 

Retrenchments in the Dellii Division of the . 1004-05, 1925. 

Reversion to lower posts of officiating men on the . 710-11. 

Reversion to previous appointments of certain Assistant Surgeons on the 
. 112. 

Seniority lists of staff of the Chief Accounts Office, . 707-08. 

Supersession of certain officers on the . 1599-1600. 

System of ticket checking on the and East Indian Railways. 613-14. 

Ticket-checking on the . 812. 

Traffic Inspectors, Station blasters and Assistant Station Masters on 
the . 976. 

Traffic Manager, . 2393. 

Statement (laid on the table) by ^fr. P. R. Ran re — 

Appointment of Chief Draftsman on the . 2409. 

Head Draftsman, Loco. Headquarters Office. . 2854. 

Muslim clerks discharged from the office of the Chief Medical Officer, . 

2616. 

Oudh and Rohilkband — 

Question re — 

House rent and mileage allowances of ticket-checking staff of the East 
Indian and . 621. 

Subordinates promoted on the East Indian and . 2408. 

Question re — 

Abolition of Dining Saloons. 1134-35. 

Alleged racial discrimination in appointments of senior subordinates on the 
. 628-29. 

Appointment of Indians to high offices and to Advisory Committees on — — . 
106. 

Appo^tment of trained apprentices on . 1520. 

Construction of a line between Hubli and Kumj)ta. 1941. 

Construction of lines between Dohad or Rutlain and Galiakot. 358, 

Cost of the Court of Inquiry. 107. 

Out in salaries of employees. 809. 

* Employment on of sons of servants. 654. 

Excess freight charged to traders by certain . 1228. 

Exjpenditure on the Watch and Ward Department on . 626. 

Free railways passes on foreign . 7 15-16. 

Indian Christians employed on . 1243-45. 

Moody-Ward System of ticket-checking. fell. 

Number of Indian Medical Department Assistant Surgeons on various ^ 
1684. 

Pass Rules on . 1398. 

Passes issued to lady employees on . 2400^01. 

Promqtion of eac-War services men on . 1262-63. 
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BAILWAT(S>-(concW.) 

QueEition re — (eoncld.) 

Powers of Agents and Divisional Superintendents on . 65-66. 

concession for the transport of Khewra salt to Calcutta. 1136. 

saloons provided for officials. 31-32. 

system of accounting, 2094. 

ticket-checking systems. 2207, 2207-09. 

Recruitment of Muslims as apprentice mechanics on various . 1233. 

Utilisation of fine funds on . 663. 

Rohilkhand and Kumaon — 

Question re purchase of the Bengal and North-Western and . 997. 

State — 

Question re — 

Administration of . 65. 

Appointment of Indians as officers on . 2401. • 

Communities of Engineers in . 2474. 

Condonation of break in sGrvi(*e of employees. 808-09. 

Increase of hours of clerical establishment on . 2403. 

Lower gazetted service on . 811. 

Percentage of diflFcrent communities on the subordinate staff of . 

1074. 

Qualifications and communities of Engineers in . 2473. 

Recruitment of .staff in Accounts Offices. 717. 

Reports of Mr. K. M. Hassan on employment of Muslims on . 1600. 

Retrenchment of high officials in the Railway Board and . 58-59. 

Retrenchment of officials on nearing the age of superannuation. 

2354-55. 

Retrenchment of superior officers on . 1533-34. 

Separation of Audit and Accounts Department of . 1532. 

Staff and Financial Officers on . 1672. 

Termination of the services of temporarj' Engineers on . 810-11. 

Statement (laid on the tcble) by Mr. P. R. Ran re reduction of certain 
appointments on . 2499. 

State-managed — 

Question re — 

Cost of investigation to reduce periodical returns of . 625. 

Percentage of Muslims employed on — — . 976. 

South Indian — 

Question re — 

Contracts for bookstalls on the and IMadras and Southern Maliratta 

Railways. 1131. 

Monthly Railway Time Table issued by the . 1133. 

Percentage of appointments held by Indian Christians on the . 569-62. 

Printing Contract with Messrs. Hoe and Company. 1134. 

railway accounting SYSTEM— 

See “ Accounting System 

railway ACCOUNT(S)— 

Question re — 

Candidates for an examination held by the Controller of . 1672. 

Confirmation of probationers. 717-18. 

»AIL\?AY ACX30UNTS EXAMINATION- 
See ** Examination(8) 



.204 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


RAILWAY ACCOUNTS OFFICE(S)— 

See ^'Accounts Ofl&oe(s) 

RAILWAY ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question re representation of Muslims in the Subordinate . 1699-1700. 

RAILWAY APPRENTIOE(S)— 

Question re allegations in regard to in Jamalpore. 67—68. 

See also “ Apprentice(s) 

RAILWAY AUDIT— 

Question re staff of the office of the Director, . 701. 

RAILWAY AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re Muslim grievances in the . 976-77. 

JtAILWAY AUDIT OFFICE(S)— 

S^e “ Audit Office(s) 

RAILWAY AUDIT SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the . 2392. 

Number* of IMuhammadans in the . 2392. 

See also “ Audit Service(s) 

RAILWAY BOARD— 

Demand for Grant. 1322. 

Demand for Excess Grant. 929. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

” re — 

Abolition of the . 1323-30. 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1383-1402. 

Favouritism in the railways. 1436-46. 

Future of the and the constitutional aspect. 1462-1504, 1535-78. 

Indian isation of superior services. 1578-80. 

Lack of .supervision and control over Company-managed railways. 1447-62. 
Railway retrenchment policy, 1402-35. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1331-75. 

Question re — 

Age and service of staff in the ’s office. 1697-98. 

Allowances in the office of the . 1315-16. 

Appeals of travelling ticket inspectors to the Secretary, . 1938-39. 

Apponitment of Sikhs to the office of the . 985, 1669-70. 

Exclusion of the ’s establishment in the report of Mr. K. M. Hassan. 

1694. 

Instructions issued by the re criteria to be observed in discharge of 

railway employees. 1700-01. 

Memorials withheld by the . 1586, 1587. 

Pay of the Cashier, . 1698. 

Percentage of Muslim Assistants and clerks in the ’s office. 1695. 

Railway passes allowed to the Cashier, . 1698-99. 

Redress of communal inequality in the ’s Office. 1696. 

Reduction in cost of officers on special duty t^ith the . 627. 

Report of Mr. K. M. Hassain, Officer on special duty, . 975. 

Retrenchment of high officials in the , and State Railways. 58-59. 

Retrenchment proposals of the . 1663-64. ^ 

Seniority list of establishment in the ’s office. 1696. 
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railway budget— 

8m V Budget — ^Railway 

railway bungalow— 

Question re sub-letting of a in Rawalpindi. 2383. 

railway CENTRE(S)— 

Question re orders for wireless apparatus for in India. 819. 

railway clearing accounts OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Alleged threatening of Muslim clerks in the . 2362. 

Pay sheets of the . 2362. 

Provision of quarters for the staff of the , Delhi. 2560-61. 

Retrenchment of Hindus and Sikhs in the . 1671-72. 

Seniority list of the . 2362. 

See also ** Accounts Office 

RAILAVAY COMPANY— 

Question rc complaints against the bv the cac-Station Master, Katni. 

1227-28. 

RAILWAY CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION— 

Question re expenditure on the office of the . 626. 

RAILWAY COURT OF ENQUIRY— 

Sec “ Court of Enquiry ”. 

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Allowance of daftries in the . 1317-19. 

Promotions in the . 823. 

Retrenchment in the . 161S 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEE(S)— 

Question ir . — 

Facilities tor Hindu — — at Tundia for the Dewali festival. 71. 
Indebtedness among . 8S0-81, 

Medical examination of on the Northwestern Railway. 826. 

Provision for failing in the medical examination on the North Western 

Railway. 826. 

See also “ Kmployee(s) 

railway HOSPITAL— 

See Hospital 

railway LTNE(S)— 

statement (laid on the table) hy the Honourable Sir George Rainy re net 
earnings on certain newly constructed . 2409-12. 

railway mail service— 

Question re — 

Appointment of members of minority communities in the . 1534. 

Appointment of Sikh porters and van peons in the . Delhi. 1680. 

Appointment of Sikhs as porters in the Delhi . 1679. 

Appointments abolished in thd Central Circle of the Postal and . 35. 

-Attendance at the RaiVway platforms of sorters. 2547-49. 

Dissatisfaction among staff of the ** A ** Division. 2/21. 



1ND£X to LEGlSXiATlVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


Sti& 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVIOiMconcZ<i.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Porters appointed to the “ A ** Division. 2721. 

Porters of the ** A” Division removed from service. 2721. 

Railway passes for Inspectors. 1592-93. 

Sikh officials in the in the Punjab. 1679. 

Transfer of Inspectors of the Punjab Circle. 1679-80. 

RAILWAY MEN— 

Question re promotion of ca!-War service . 2204. 

RAILWAY OFFICERS— 

Question re retrenchment of in divisions or at headquarters. 59. 

RAILWAY OFFICIALS— 

Question re Railway saloons provided for . 31-32. 

See also Official(s) 

RAILWAY PASS(ES)— 

Question re free on foreign railways. 715-16. 

See also “Pas.s^es)”.\ 

RAILWAY PLATFORM(S)— 

See ** Plantform(s) 

RAILWAY PUBLICITY- 

Question re use of the vernacular press for . 875-76. 

RAILWAY QUARTERS— 

Question re lack of water taps in at Paharganj. 826-27. 

RAILWAY RETRENCHMENT SUB-COMMITTEE— 

Question re Report of the . 1531. 

See also “ Retrenchment Committee 

RAILWAY SALOONS - 

Question re provided for Railway Officials. 71. 

See also ‘‘ Saloon(s) 

RAILWAY SCHOOL(S)— 

Question re — 

Status as Government servants of the teachers in the at Tundla. 67. 

Status of Headquarters in . 2479-80. 

RAILWAY SERYANTfS)— 

Question re retrenchment of Muslims . 2360. 

RAILWAY SERVICE(S)— 

Motion to reduce demand for Railway Board ** re representation of Muslims 
in the . 1331-75. 

Question re — ** 

Appointment of certain officers in the . 562-63. 

Muslim representation in in East Bengal. 1015. 

Report on the representation of Minority communities in . 1074,75. 

Representation of Muslims in . 558-59, l(t)5-16. 
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RAILWAY STAFF— 

QDestion re — 

Dissatisfaction amongst of the Howrah Goods Shed. 878. 

Grievances of of the Howrah Goods Shed. 878-79. 

See also Staff 

RAILWAY STAFF COLLEGE— 

See ** College(s) 

RAILWAY STATION(S)— 

See “ Station(s) 

RAILWAY SUBORDINATES— 

See “ Subordinate(8) ”. 

RAILWAY TICKET CHECKING— 

See “ Ticket Checking 

RAILWAY TIME TABLE— 

Question re monthly issued bj’ the South Indian Railway. 1133. 

RAILWAY WORKSHOP(S)— 

See Workshop(s) 

RAINY, THE Honoubadle Sib GEORGE — 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 398. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 505-09, 518, 620-22. 

Motion for extension of time for representation of the Report of the Select 
Committee. 781. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 861. 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1080-82, 1087, 1101, 1112, 
1113, 1117, 1120-24. 

Consideration of clause 1142. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1148-51. 

Motion to pass. 1163, 1158. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2291-92. 

Railway Board. 1322. 

Expressions of regret on the death of — 

Mr. F. W. Allison. 2668. 

Mr. K. V. Rangaswaini Iyengar. 2608-09. 

Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3027-28. 

The Hon’ble Mian Sir Muhiiminad Shafi. 13-14. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1289, 1299, 1304-09. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2919-21. 

Indian Companies (Supplementary Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 166. 

Motion to consider. 393. 

Motion to pass. 393. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Consideration of chiu^e 44. 906. 

Motion to pass. 924. 
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RAINT THB Honoubable Sib GEORGE--(con^(2.) 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General appointing 

to perform the functions assigned to the Finance Member on the 

occasion of the general discussion of the Railway Budget. 1017. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2458-60. 

Arrest and internment of Mahatma Gandhi. 104. 

Publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 661-62. 

Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in Jail. 2786-87, 2839-41, 2843. 

Motion re — 

Election of members to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 1826 
1827-28. 

Election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1812, 1813, 1824-26. 

Election of members to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 1826. 
Motion to reduce Demand for — 

" Executive Council ** re — 

Constitutional issue. 1980-81. 

Lack of siipervision over the coal transactions of the railways. 2165-69, 
2171, 2172. 

Royal Commission on Labour. 2153-54. 

Separation of Burma from India. 2189-91, 2192. 

** Railway Board re — 

Abolition of the Railway Board. 1327-29. 

Conveniences! of the travelling public. 1398-1401. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1483, 
1570-74, 1676. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1413, 1428, 1434. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1372-74. 
Obstructions of Members entering the Assembly Chamber. 1079. 

Point of order — 

Raised by as to whether an Honourable Member who had not passed 

through the lobby at the proper time is entitled to vote. 2007. 

Raised by as to whether the question of subvention to the North- 

West Frontier Province can be raised on the Demand for Grant in respect 
of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly Department. 2289. 

Raised by that as the railway collieries supply coal only to the railways, 

the criticism of the administration of these collieries is pertinent rather 
to the Railway Bridget than to the General Budget. 2162-63. 

Presentation of the Railway Budget for 1932-33. 1188-96. 

Report on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3024. 

Resolution re — 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1255-59, 1158, 1161-63, 
1171, 1175-76. 

Recent Ordinances. 281-84, 319. 

Statement re — 

Draft Convention and Recommendations re protection against accidents of 
workers employed in loading and unloading ships. 2818-19. 

South Africa. 2963. • 

Statement (laid on the table) by re grant of extensions of service to 

officers of the Income-tax Department, Bombay. 1811. 

statement of Business by . 722, 168, 937-38, 1188, 1^-35, ^29-31. 

2861-62. * 
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EAINT, THE Honourable Sir GEORGEl — (eoncld.) 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 398. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 495-98. 

Motion for e.xtension of time for presentation of the report of the Select 
Committee. 781. 

Presentation of the report of the Select Committee. 1080. 

Motion to consider. 2821-24. 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2861, 2864-65. 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2870. 

Consideration of clause 5. 2873-74. 

Consideration of clause 6. 2875. 

Motion to pass. 2876, 2879. 

Wheat Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 495. 

Motion to consider. 682-84, 688-90, 693-94. 

Motion to pass. 694. 

Point or order raised by as to whether the extension of the period of 

the duty^ proposed by an amendment in a taxing measure requires the 
previous sanction of the Governor General. 689. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 398. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 499-501, 504-05. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 781. 

Motion to consider. 1019-20, 1037-39. 

Motion to pass. 1040. 

RAJAH, Rao Bahadur M. C. — 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 2612. 

Election of to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 2490. 

Question re — 

Inconvenient timings of the Grand Trunk Express. 548. 

Imstruotions re reduction of pay and retrenchment of personnel by the 
Government of Madras. 29. 

Overcrowding and catering on the Grand Trunk Express. 547. 

Quarters for duf tries. 1686. 

Retrenchment concessions. 548. 

Retrenchment of staff in the office of the Deputy Controllqir of Currency, 
Madras. 28-29. 

Selection of persons for retrenchment in various Departments. 29-30. 

RAJ AN BAKHSH SHAH, Kh.\n Bah.adur MAKHDFM SYED— 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1291-93, 1734, 1919-22. 

Question re commercial audit in Government factories. 1933-34, 

RAJPUTANA— 

Demand for Grant. 2342. 

Demand for Excess Gi^ant. 928. 

Question re — 

Minimum marks required for passing into a higher standard in schools in 

, Ajmer-Merwara,- , etc. 2387. 

Minimum pass marks in schools in and Delhi. 2388. 
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RAMSAR-^ 

Question re closing of a dispensary at . 538-39. 

RAMZAN— 

Question re office hours of Muslim employees of the office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs, during the . 1234. 

RANGAOHARIAR, Diwan Bahadur T. — 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1091-94. 

Motion to pass. 1153-54. 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of — 

Appropriation from the Reserve Fund. 930. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 928. 

Lighthouses and Lightships. 927. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Council of State. 933. 

Interest on ^Eiscellaneous Obligations. 932. 

Loans and Advances bearing interest. 935 
Mint. 934. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to re-circulato. 962. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 760-62. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 786, 787, 793-97, 802, 803. 804, 806, 806. 

Consideration of clause 19. 884-85. 

Consideration of ( lause 30. 887-88, 889, 890, 891-93, 894. 

Consideration of clause 32. 895-96. 

Consideration of danse 45. 905. 

Consideration of danse 57. JK)5-06 

Consider.atioii of clause 68. 911, 915. 

Consideration of danse 69. 922. 

Que.stion (Supplementary) re — 

Contract for clothing entrusted to Messrs, Hoc and Company. 1.132. 
Interception of a telegram addre.s.sed to ]\Tr, Tom Williams. 814. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection! Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1029-30. 

RANGA IYER, C. vS.— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 403, 432, 434, 664-68, 676. 

Motion to consider. 1856, 1919. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2507-08. 

Motion to pass. 2690-92. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2294-95. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (including Working Expenses). 
2275-81, 2287. 

Expressions of regret on the death of — 

Mr. P. W. Allison. 2668-69. 

Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Iyengar. 2609. 

Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3028. 
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BANGA IYER, Mb. C. S. — {conid,) 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2749-60, 2765. 

Consideration of Clause 2. 2816. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1761. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1293-96. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 491. 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to re-circulate. 737-40. 

Hindu Widows* Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 103-04, 442-49, 452. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2924-25. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2977. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political i)risoners. 2447-50. 

Arrest and internment of Mahatina Gandhi. 104. 

Publication in the Press of the Assembly speeches. 657-69, 663. 
Unsatisfactory reply of the I.<eader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Reforms with ^Mahatma Gandhi in Jail. 2787-88, 2841-44. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy effected bv Government under Customs. 2247-49, 
2250, 2252, 2264. 

“ Executive Council ** re — 

Avoidance of income-tax. 2102-03. 

Indianisation of the Army. 2125-27, 2141. 

“ Public Service Commiss’on *’ rc — 

Inadequate retrenchment. 2328-32. 

“ Railway Board *’ re — 

Favouritism in the railways. 1445. 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1462-78, 
1492, 1493, 1495, 1502, 1503, 1539, 1547, 1662, 1574-78. 

Indianisation of superior services. 1578. 

Representation of IMuslims in the railway services. 1369-70f 
Obstruction of Members entering the Assembly Chamber. 1079, 1080. 

Point of order raised by — 

As to whether c^n Honourable Member who is directly and personally con- 
cerned with the affairs of a contracting firm is entitled to take part in a 
debate concerning it. 2156-58. 

As to whether ’.t is proper for an Honourable Member to refer to private 
conversations in the course of supplementary questions and secure con- 
firmation thereof. 1617. 

Port Haj Committees BiV — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3004, 3005, 3006. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Jiiotion to postpone consideration. 2946-47. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2963. 
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RANGA, IYER, Mr. C. B,--(concld,) 

Question re — 

Classification of political prisoners. 2777-80. 

Letter bj’ Members of Legislative Assembly on the future constitution oi 
India. 2715-16. 

Participation of India in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa 
2910. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Censorship of press messages regarding proceedings of the Assembly. 1077 
Constitutional problems of backward tracts. 623. 

Discontinuance of a through carriage on an East Indian Railway Express 
2217. 

Expulsion of certain citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 2212. 

Reduction in British and Indian regiments in India. 56. 

Secret European circular regarding the Reforms. 2727. 

The Indian National Congress. 2379. 

Report on financial questions arising out of proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3025, 3043-44. 

Resolution re — 

Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 699-601. 

Recent Ordinances. 222, 225-28, 245, 246, 247, 248, 277, 297. 

Resolution to amend the previous resolution on roads. 3012. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2829. 

Motions to consider and to postpone. 2865 
Motion to pass. 2877-78. 

Statement by Mr. President on *8 motion for adjournment re publication 

in the Press of the proceedings of the Legislature. 721-22. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Cominittee. 2986. 

RANGE OFFIOE(S)— 

Question re abolition of at Dacca and Shillong. 713-14. 

RANGOON— 

Question re — 

Alleged Racial discrimination in the medical examination of lady passengers 

embarking at Calcutta for . 2578-79. 

Carriage of Air Mail between and Karachi. 979-80. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re medical examination 
of laay passengers embarking at Calcutta for . 2912. 

RANK(S)— 

Question re — 

Decisions of Courts Martial refused to Indian . 637-38. 

Dismissal of Indian . 637. 

Pensions admissible to widows and mothers of deceased . 637, 1691. 

Pensions granted to re-engaged for the Great War. 636. 

Pensions of re-engaged for the Great War. 1690-91. 

RASTOGI, Me. BADRI LAL— 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1786. 

Question re — 

Census figures. 650-61. • . . 

Construction of waiting rooms at stations on* the Bukhtiarpore-Bihar Lig 

Rs^ilway. 629. 

0 
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BASTOGI, Me. BADRI LAL— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Control and maintenance of reserved subjects of police, Income-tax, etc. 807. 
Inconvenient timings of trains at Bukhtiarpore junction station. 629. 
Modification of the Ordinances. 876. 

Nine-pie postcards and sixteen-pie envelopes. 652. 

Percentage of education and proportion enfranchised. 651. 

Persons returned to the liegislative Assembly by the Patna cum Shahabad 
Non-Muhammadan constituency. 2909. 

Reports of Retrenchment Committees and places visited by them. 630-32. 
Stamps for letters addressed to postal officials. 651-52. 

Taxes and duties imposed by the Government of India and Budget Surpluses 
and Deficits. 2908-09. 

Third class accommodation provided for Secretariat employees moving to 
Simla from New Delhi. 2554. 

EATE(S)— 

Question re for common labour in the Delhi Province. 2009. 

RATES BRANCH— 

Question re non-transfer of staff of and Claims Branch in the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 1066. 

RATES WORK— 

Question re recruitment of certain European Officers for and Claims work 

in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066. 

RAU, Mb. P. R.— 

Oath of Office. 1923. 

Statement (laid on the table) by re — 

Head Draftsman, Loco. Headquarters Office, North-Western Railway. 2854. 
Schools for children of railway employees at Gorakhpur. 2854. 

RAWALPINDI- 
Question re — 

Construction of offices in the garden of the Lansdowne Institute, 

1594-95. 

Sub-letting of a Railway Bungalow in — 2383. 

RECEIPT BOOK— 

Question re loss of excess fare . 2210. 

RECOMMEN D ATIONvS— 

Question re — 

for retrenchment in connection with the Indian Stores Department. 41. 

Statement re Draft Convention and re protection against accidents of 

workers employed in loading and unloading ships. 2818-19. 

record SORTER (S)— 

Question re — 

Application of the 10 per cent, cut in pay to duftries and . 807-08. 

Old , jamadars and peons retained in the Government of India 

Secretariat. 1685. 

Statement (laid on the table') by the Honourable Sir Georg© Schuster re old 

, jamadars and peons retained in the Government of India teeeretanat. 

2S52! 

RECRKATIONlS)— 

Question re provision of facilities for — , etc., of press employees in New 

Delhi. 2561-52. 
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RECRUITMENT— 

Question re — 

of Assistant Surgeons -on the North-Western Railway. 642. 

of certain European Officers for Rates and Claims work in the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066. 

of Indians and Europeans to the Indian Civil Service and Indian Polioe 

Service. 25-27. 

Stopping of permanent for the post office. 2646. 

REDDI, Mr. T. N. RAMAKRISHNA— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1852-64, 1880, 1881. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2676-78. 

Den^and for Grant in respect of Home Department. 2321-24. 

Election of to the Public Accounts Ccinmittee. 2612. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1752-54. 

Hindu Widows* Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Commmitee. 461, 463. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Avoidance of income-tax. 2106-07. 

Question re — 

Censorship of Press messages of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 
1231. 

Census enumeration of Christian and Muhammadan depressed classes. 1232. 
Communities of clerks employed in Military Dairy Farms. 1003. 
Employment of clerks for checking accounts on Military Dairy Farms. 1003. 
Employment while on leave of Colonel Halland, Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Delhi. 1126. 

Formation of Franchise Committees of the Central Legislature. 876. 
Indian Overseers and Munshis in Military Grass Farms. 1002. 

Muslims employed in Military Grass Farms. 1002. 

Promotion of Indians in the Bridge Department of the Great Indian 
, Peninsula Railway. 823-24. 

Promotion of lower subordinate staff in tho Engineering Department of 
the Groat Indian Peninsula Railway. 823. 

Promotions in the Railw%ay Department. 823. 

Rate of intere.st allowed on the General Provident Fund. 1232. 

Superior staff on the various Port Trusts. 1231. 

Training; of Bridge Inspectors on tho Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
824-2^ 

Question (supplementary) re classification of political prisoners. 2780. 
Resolution re Imperial Bank of India. 112-17, 124. 

(REDUCTION— 

Question rc — 

Instructions re of pay and retrenchment of personnel by the Government 

of Madras. 29. 

in British and Indian regiments in India. 66. 

of posts of Junior Inspectors of Station Ajeounts on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 1071. 

REFORM(S)— 

Motion for Adjournment re unsatisfactory reply of the Leader 

in regard to the expediting of the with t Mahatma Gandhi in ] 

2785-88, 2829-47. 
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liBFOIlM(S)— (f 0 71 td . ) 

Question re — 

Administrative position of Berar in relation to constitutional . 48. 

Members of the Frontier Advisory Committee. 556. 

■ for the North-Western Frontier Province. 552. 

Secret European circular regarding the . 2721-28. 

IREFIiND(S)— 

Demand for Grant. 2341. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 935. 

Question re in respet-t of excess fares recovered. 2210. 

REGTMENT(S)— 

Question re reduction in British and Indian in India. 56. 

REGISTRATION— 

Question re — 

of partnership firms under the Income-tax Act. 2657. 

See “ Indian (Amendment) Bill ** under “ Bill(s) — 

REGULATION(S)— 

Question re — 

for the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 654-55. 

Removal of tlu‘ North-West Froni ier Crime . 1602-03. 

Sale price of hye-laws and in Cantonments. 748. 

REGULATION III of 1818— 

Question re — 

Allowances permitted for certain prisoners detained under . 2363-64. 

Procedure followed under . 980-81 . 

RELATIVES— 

Question re in the Office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services 

(Provision). 1622. 

RELEASE— 

Question re — 

Delay in the of a prisoner after payment of a fine. 1663. 

Representation from religious loaders for the of Mahatma Gandhi. 

550-51. 

Rumoured of INlr. Gandhi. 357. 

RELIGIOUS BOOK— 

See ‘‘ Book(s) 

RELIGIOUS LEADER(S)— 

Question re representation from for the release of Mahatma Gandhi. 5o0- 

551. 

REMITTANCES— 

Question I'e national wealth, , incomes, pay and allowances, etc .1380. 

RENT(S)— 

Question rc — 

High water meter in New Delhi. 1929. 

Ijevy of income-tax »in of unoccupied houses. 1380. 

^ of quarters of employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

2544. 

paid for the Bow Bazar Post Office. 2663. 

•Rules for the reco-iery of for Government buildings in Simla and 

Delhi. 1001-02. 
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REORGANISATION— 

Question re of the oflSce of the Chief personnel Officer, North-Western 

Railway. 564. 

REPATRIATION— 

Question re of Indians from Malaya. 335. 

REPORT(S)— 

Consideration of the of the Public Accounts Committee. 1181-86, 1196- 

1214. 

Presentation ol the of the Public Accounts Committee. 379-92. 

Question re — 

Exclusion of the Railway Board’s establishment in the of Mr. K. M 

Hassan. 1694. 

Hide Cess Enquiry Committee’s . 641. 

of Mr. K. M. Hassan on employment of Muslims on State Railways 

1600. ■ 

of Mr. K. M. Hassan, officer on special duty, Railway Board. 975. 

of Retrenchment Committee. 364. 

of Retrenchment Committees and the places visited by them. 630-32. 

of Retrenchment sub-Committees. 1136. 

of the Arcliseological Department. 2356-57. 

of the committee of enquiry into the riot at Dera Ismail Khan. 537-38. 

of the Railway Court of Enquiry. 1946. 

of the Railway Retrenchment sub-Comniittee. 1531. 

of the Royal Commission on Labour. 1528-29. 

on economic and financial relations between British India and Indian 

States. 41. 

on the encroachments on Muslim burial grounds in Ajmer. 1255. 

on the health and treatment of certain prisoners. 2364-65. 

on the representation of minority communities in Railway service. 

1074-75. 

on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 

:rom India. 3014-25, 3030-50. 

Statement (laid on tlie table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re - — 
on the Howard-Nixon Memorandum regarding financial questions arising 
out of the separation of Burma from India. 2224-29. 

JIEPRESENTATION— 

Question rc — 

Indian in the Secretariat of the League of Nations. 340-41. 

Report on the of minority communities in railway service. 1074-75. 

from religious leaders for the release of ^laliatma Gandhi. 550-51. 

of Muslims in the railway services. 558-59. 

of the people of Cantonments on the Round Table Conference and its 

Committees. 750-51. 

• Sikh to the Director, Army Audit, regarding reductions. 1681. 

REPRESSIVE POLICY— 

Question re present of the Government. 339. 

RESERVE FUND, APPROPRIATION FROM THE— 

Demand tor Excess Grant. 930-32. 

RESERVE OFFICER(S)— 

See “ Officer (s) 

RESERVED SUBJECT{S)— 

Question re control and maintenance of of Police, Income-tax, etc. S07. 
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RESOLUTION(S)— 

Question re — 

adopted by the Legislative Assembly in 1931. 339. 

of the Government of Bengal on the shooting at the Hiili detention' • 

camp. 1221-23. 

on the draft Bill to establish a Medical Council in India. 60. 

passed by the All-India Cantonments Conference. 754-55. 

rn High Courts. 13S2. 

Withholding of from the meeting of the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

743. 

Appointment of a Committee on Education. 851-74. 

Appointment of a committee to hear grievances of retrenched officers. 
843-o0. 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 125-53. 

Adopted. 1.53. 

Duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets. 1055-60, 1158-76. 
Establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 571-606. 

Hours of work in coal mines. 1177-81. 

Imperial Bank of India. 112-25. 

Negatived. 125- 

Recent Ordinances. 212-66, 267-325. 

Stabilisation of exchange and prices. 828-43. 

to amend the previous on roads. 3010-12. 

Statement laid on the table re . — 

Action taken on adopted by the Legislative Assembly. 567-70. 

Non-inclusion of certain •- in the agenda rf a meeting of the Lahore^ 

Cantonment Board. 2616. 


RESTRICTIONS— 

Question re against Indians entering Panama. 527. 

RETIREMENT— 

Question re — 

Reduction of pay of an officer previous to . 643-44. 

of officers in Government of India Departments. 35-36. 

of Postal Officials of 55 years of age or 30 years’ service. 2662. 

RETRENCHED OFFICER(vS)— 

Re.solutioii rc appointment of a committee to hear grievances of . 843-50. 

See also “ officer(s) 

RETRENCHMENT— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council re — 

. 2025-83. 


“ Public Service Commission ” rc — 

Inadequate . 2325-34. 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Railway policy. 1402-35. 


Question re — ^ 

Definition of “ Tneftfcienoy ” for purposes of . 23(3-/4. 

Distinction between Jains and Hindus in connection with m the office 

of the Accountant-General, Central Revenues. /. i • i 

Increase of percentage after of Hindus in the Archeological Depart- 

ment. 2571-72. • • 

Iniustice in of men of Accounts and Audit Offices. 8.9. 
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RETRENCHMENT-~(contd.) 

Question re — (contd.) 

Instructions re reduction of pay and of personnel by the Government 

of Madras. 29. 

Maintenance of communal proportions in Departments in connection with 
. 1126-27. 

Non of low-paid clerks and typists. 880. 

Orders regarding of staff. 879. 

Racial considerations in the of posts. 625. 

Recommendations for in connection with the Indian Stores Depart- 
ment. 41. * 

Reports of Sub-Comniittees. 1136. 

affected in various departments. 340. 

concessions. 548. 

effected by the Chief Accounts Officer, North-Western Railway. 1061. 

in Indian Publicity Offices in London and New* York. 820. 

in military expenditure. 2010. 

in subordinate offices. 1613. 

in the Archaiological Department. 2357-58. 

in the Army Department. 2370-71. 

in the Delhi Division of the North-Western Railway. 1004-05, 1925. 

in the Finance Department. 1611. 

in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1617-18. 

in the Military Finance Department. 2018-19. 

in the Moradabad Engineering Workshop. 2405. 

in the office of the Chief Accounts Officer, North-Western Uailwav. 

565-66, 607-10. 

in the Office of the Chief Engineet, Delhi. 1613. 

in the Postal Service. 373. 

in the Railway Department. 1618. 

in the staff of the Geological Survey of India. 355. 

of certain junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North-Western Rail- 
way. 2471-72. 

of employees on the North-AVestern Railway. 1508. 

of European and Indian Officers in Central Departments. 42. 

of Government Officers and Staff. 377-78. 

of high Officials in the Raihvay Board and State Railway’s. 58-59. 

of Hindus and Sikhs in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 1671-72. 

of I. C. S. Officers in the Customs Department. 42-43. 

of Muslim railway .servants. 236i). 

of $lLu.ssalman employees on the North-Western Railway. 656. 

of officers and workmen on the North- Western Railway;. 2396. 

of officers of the Central Board of Revenue. 58. 

of officers on State Railways nearing the age of superannuation. 

2a54-55. 

of one Member of the Executive Council. 56-57. 

• of Railway Officers in divisions or at headquarters. 59. 

of staff in the office of tho Deputy Controller of Currency, Madras. 

28-29. 

of superior officers on State Railways. 1533-34. 

of the appointments in Arsenals of certain ftieii brought from Arseiia s 

to Army Headquarters. 2575-76. 

of the employees of the North Western Railway. 655-66. 

of tlie post of Superintendent of Post Offices at Dacca. * 

of Works Managers, etc., of tho Loco, and Carriage Shops, 

. Western Railway. 2397. 
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retrenchment— ( conci(Z.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

^ proposals of the Railway Board. 1663-64. 

under Delhi Capital Outlay. 42. 

Salary of the Officer in charge of the Mohenjodaro Excnv'ations and ■ of 
his staff. 61-62. 

Selection of men for in Government Departments. 1610-11. 

Selection of persons for in various departments. 29-30. 

S'^gg®stions for in the Ajmer-Merwara Education Department. 376. 

Statement (laid on the table) by tbe Honourable Sir George Schuter re — 

Sikh representation in regard to in the Army Audit Office. 2414. 

in Accounts and Audit Offices. 1624-25. 

RETRKNCHM ENT COMMTTTEE(S)— 

Question re — 

Members of the Legislative Assembly nominated to . 656-57. 

Recommendations of . 378. 

Reports of . 364. 

Reports of and the places visited hy them. 630-32. 

Work of the and the Expert Committee. 361. 

See also Conimittee(s) 

RETRENCHMENT SUR-COMMITTEE(S)— 

See “ Comniittec?(s) 

REVENUE(S)~ 

Question rr — 

Additional from irnrensed income-tax. 1381. 

Excise — - colIc<;ted by the Local .Administration in Ajmer-Merwara. 2389. 

derived from hides and skins export duties. 641-42. 

sacrificed under section 10 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 2559. 

State of Central . 33^^. 

RE VENU E EST A B L I S H M EN T— 

Question re Muslims iiromoted to the Suijorior of the North Western 

Railway. 1025-26. 

REVERSION— 

Question re — 

to lower posts of officiating men on the North Western Railway. 710-11. 

to Time keeper’s j)osts of certain permanent way Sub-Inspectors. 540. 

REVISION— 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable vSir George Schuster re appli- 
cations for of income-tax in Bombay Presidency. 2613. 

rifle BRIGADE— 

Question re expenditure involved in moving the 1st Battalion, the . 46-47. 

rifle FACTORY— 

Question re — 

Apprenticeship training in the at Isliapore. 1260-61, 1262, 1948-49. 

Examinatoin of apprcTitices in tbe at Lshapore. 2223-24. 

Petition from apprentices in the at lshapore. 2224. 

Rights apd privileges of existing apprentices at the — lshapore. 1261. 

Standard of training of apprentices in the , lshapore. 1261. 

Training of apprentices of the at lshapore. 2600-01, 2386. 
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RIOT(S)— 

QiiestioQ re report of the Committee of Enquiry into the at Dera Ismai 

Khan. 537-38. 

R0AD{S)— 

Election of Members to the Standing Committee for . 1264, 1319. 

Motion for election of members to the Standing Committee for . 1018. 

Question re — 

Bad state of repair of between Delhi and New Delhi. 1612. 

Classification of certain . 438. 

Names of in New Delhi. 2015-16. 

Resolution to amend the previous resolution on . 3010-12. • 

ROHILKUND AND KUMAUN RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH— 

Question re construction of a at Mingaladon Cantonment. 2577-78. 

ROUBLE NOTES— 

Question re claims of Indian holders of . 2013. 

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE— 

Question rc — 

Bengalis appointed on the staff of the . 566. 

Cost to India of the and Committees. 358. 

Members nominated for the Committees of the . 632-35. 

Number of Sikhs on committees of the . 1674-75. 

Representation of the people of Cantonments on the and its Committees. 

750 - 51 . 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re number 
of Sikhs and members of other communities on Committees of the — . 
2614. 

ROUTINE CLERK(S)— 

See ^‘Clerk(s)’\ 

ROY, Mr. S. N.— 

Oath of office. 2777. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE— 

Question re — 

Discharge of a Muslim clerk from the Headquarters. 2489. 

Number of Muslims and Sikhs in the Headquarters. 2488-89. 

Saving on the as it affects India. 2470. 

Training of Indian Cadets for the . 2560. 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON LABOUR— 

Motion to reduce Deiftand for — 

Executive Council re . 2145-55. 

Question re report of the . 1528-29. 

RUBBISH— 

Question re dumping of outside the Turkman and Delhi Gates. 1238-39. 

RULE(S)— 

Question re — 

Family Pass on the North Western Railway. 2397-98. 

I^ave on the North Western Railway. 708-09, 2393-94. 

Pass — on railways. 2398. 

for the recovery of rents for Government Ipiildings in Simla and* Delhi- 

1001-02. 
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RULING(S) by Mr. PRESIDENT (The Honourable Sib IBRAHIM 
EAHIMTOOLA)— 

Ballot — 

Honourable Metubers whose names were called can exercise their right 
of voting till the is closed. 378. 

Bill(s)— 

An Honourable Member is perfectly entitled to give expression to bis own 

view as to what principles are underlying a as" it stands before the 

House. 185. 

Previous sanction of the Governor General is necessary to move an amend- 
ment to extend the period of taxation. 689. 

The Chair is bound to protect the rights and privileges of the House and 
would not allow any very controversial measure to be sprung upon the 
House at the last moment, but public business has to be done and it is for 
elected members to decide whether they will avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunities provided for contributing towards it. 2921. 

Cut Motionfs) — 

In the case of , the Mover is entitled to reply. 1329. 

Demand(s) for Grant(s) General Budget — 

The question of subvention to the North-West Frontier Province is out of 

order under the in respect of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative 

Assembly Department. 2289. 


Demand(s) for Grant(s)-r-Motion(s) for Reduction — 

Motions for practical elimination of the whole Demand will be entertained 
on the only ground that the Honour.) ble Member wishes to refuse supplies 
because he does not approve of the whole policy nuderlying the Demand. 
Motions for a cut of a nominal figure can be moved to ventilate a specific 
grievance, but the attempt to obtain priority for cut motions ventilating 
specific grievances, by moving for whole cuts or practically whole cuts, or 
very large cuts, cannot be allowed and it is desirable, in order to facili- 
tate the arrangement of priority, that Honourable Members moving for 
cuts to ventilate specific grievances, should adopt a uniform figure of 
cut of Rs. 100. Honourable Members, in giving notice of such a cut 
motion, should restrict themselves to one specific grievance, but there is 
no limit to the number of cut motion which an Honourable Member may 
move to ventilate specific grievances. Honourable Members are entitled 
to move that a l>emand be reduced by any amount with a view to effect 
economy, but in discussing such motions, it is relevant to discuss only 
how that economy can be effected. 1321-22. 

Deinand(s) for Grant(s)— Motion(s) for Kediiction— Railway Budget— 

The subject dealing with the specific grievance of coal purcha^ cannot be 
held to be relevant to the motion re favouritism in tbe railways as that 
word, as explained by the Honourable the Mover cannot > construed to 
cover the particular siibjeet which the Honourable Member (Mr. A. H. 
Ghuznavi) wishes to raise. 1437. 

Demand(s) for Supplementary Grant(s) — 

No Honourable Member can move a cut motion if the subject matter which 

he wishes to discuss does not arise under the provision for which a is 

asked for. 1829, 1830-31. 

Executive Council — . -in 

As the is in charge of the entire policy of administration ot the Govern- 

ment of India, Honourable Members are in order, when discussing the 
Demands under the General Budget in, criticising 

the in the adibinistration of collieries which supply coal only to the 

railways. 2163. 

^”fo"the^ln”^sts of good debate, Honourable Members should abstain from 
* interrupting very -frequently. 2250-51. 
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RULINt;^(S) BY Me. PRESIDENT (The Honourable Sir IBRAHIM RAHIM- 
TOOLA)-~(con«d.) 

List of Business — 

With the unanimous consent of the House variations in procedure can be 
allowed. 938. 

Miscellaneous — 

An Honourable Member cannot ask another Honourable Member to get up 
and give answers to him. 2154. 

As directors of companies, Honourable Members are not personally and 
directly interested in the contract of the managing agens of such com- 
panies and are in order in taking part in the discussion. 2169. 

As this House is concerned with public business only, Honourable Members 
cannot deal, and ought not to deal, in the House with matters which may 
happen inside parties at their meetings or even iRside meetings held by 
them outside the House. 2295-96. 

Honourable Members should restrict themselves to the issue before the House. 
1541, 1547- 

It is not desirable that any discussion of what happened at party meetings 
should take place in the House as far as possible, and unless the question 
of principle is involved, it should not be brought on the floor of the House. 
2250-51. 

It is perfectly parliamentary to say that the statement made by an Honour- 
able Member is incorrect. 422. 

It is unparliamentary to attribute personal motives to Honourable Members. 
1964. 

Newspapers are not allowed to be read even if they concern the subject under 
discussion. 2631. 

Now’spapers should not be read in the Chamber. 1878, 2830. 

No Honourable Member can introduce new matter in his reply; he can reply 
dul^*^ to the points which have arisen in the debate. 1462. 

No offensive expression is permitted in the House and if the word “ rubbish ” 
is believed to be offensive to anyone, it must be withdrawn. 296. 

Personal remarks are not permitted. 658. 

Repetition in regard to one issue cannot be allowed. 1453. 

Responsibility for mentioning private talks in the House rests with the 

‘ Honourable Member who divulges them. 1438. 

The Chair cannot deal with matter appearing in the Press except what 
directly affects the business of the House. 1080. 

Time spent in interruptions cjinnot be added to the time allowed to each 
Honourable Member. If he objects to the interruptions, he need not yield. 
1267. 

Point of Qrder — 

Honourable Members must give way on a . 1342. 

Honourable Members must give way w’hen a is raised. 1342. 

Honourable Members raising a should take adequate care to accertain the 

facts before making allegations. 2159. 

Question(s) — 

. Honourable Members in asking are not allowed to make suggestions for 

action. 27. 

It is open to any Honourable Member when a supplementary is put to 

raise a point of order as to whether it was a proper supplementary ques- 
tion, but such points cannot arise at a later sitage. 1617. 

No can be asked when a point of order is raised. 1610. 

Replies to however long are to be read out in the House. 1312. 

Replies to laid on the table cannot be read in the House. If any 

Honourable Member wishes to elicit further information on the subj'oA, ho 
should give notice to get it. 1610. 
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RULING(S) BY Mr. PRESIDENT (The Honourable Sir IBRAHIM RAHIM- 
TOOL Ay— (concld.) 

Question(s) — (concld.) 

The practice of sendinj^; answers to certain questions to only the Member con- 
cerned is not correct procedure. An Honourable Member asks questions 
with the authority of the Assembly, and the Assembly as a whole is entitled 
to know the replies to admitted questions given by the Treasury Benches. 
It is therefore necessary that all questions which have been put in the 
Assembly should be replied to in the Assembly. 612. 

When an Honourable Member asks a question whether Government are aware 
of certain things, it is perfectly open to Government to say, no they have 
no knowledge about them. 2214. 

Resolution(s) — 

An amendment to a resolution, which widens the scope of the original resolu- 
tion, is out of order. 844-45. 

Select Committee(s) — 

Honourable Members are not entitled to discuss the proceedings of — . 
1890. 

Honourable Members whose names are included in the proposal to serve on 

a are entitled to get np and say that they should be excused from such 

service. 434. 

RUPEE(S)— 

Question re payment of. pensions of members of the Indian Medical Depart- 
ment in or Pounds. 1127-28. 

RUPEE SECURITYdESV- 

See “ Security(ies) 

RUTLAM— 

Question re construction of raihvav lines between Dohad or and Galiakot. 

368. 

RYAN, Mr. T.— 

Oath of Office. 13. 

Statement (laid on the tablel by re subsidy paid for the Mail Motor Ser- 

vice between Salem and Athur. 2852. 


s 


SADHU(S)— 

Question re recovery of fares from and Fakirs travelling without tickets. 

619. 

SADIQ HASAN, SHAIKH— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2764-66. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1301. 


Motion to reduce Demand tor — 

‘‘Railway Board” re — 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1365-69. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indians as Superintendents of Post Offices in Kashmir. 1946. 
Appointment of Muslims on the North Western Railway. 1619-20. 
Appointment of Muslims to the North Western Railway Medical Service. 
641. . 

• Local purchases by the North Western Railway Medical Department. 
1614-16. • 
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SADIQ HASAN, SHAIKH— (concur?.) 

Question re — (concld,) 

Misuse of passes on the North Western Railway. 1512-14. 

Muslim representation in the North Western Railway Medical Department. 
1510-12. 

North Western Railway Co-operative Credit Society. 1618. 

Number of Indian Medical Department Assistant Surgeons on the North 
Western Railway. 542. 

Purchase of emergency equipment by the North Western Railway Medical 
Department. 1515-16. 

Recruitment of Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Railway. 642. 
Retrenchments in the Railway Department. 1618. 

Question (Supplementary) re non-employment of Muslim stenographers in the 
Finance Department. 1253. 

SAILORS’ HOME— 

Question re contribution to in Bombay and discrimination against Indians 

2589-90* 

SALARYdES)— 

Question re — 

Cuts in of railway employees. 809. 

Reduction in the of travelling ticket checkers on the East Indian Rail- 

way. 1939. 

Reduction of— — and allowances, etc., of Imperial Services. 2479. 

Refund to employees of the Posts and Telegraphs Department of deductions 
from their . 2350. 

Rumoured further ten per cent, cut in 354-55. 

of the Officer in charge of the Mohenjodaro excavations and retrench- 
ment of his staff. 61-62. 

Savings in civil expenditure to he effected bv the ten per cent, cut in . 

34-35. 

Savings to be effected in Militarv Departments bv the ten per cent, cut in 
. 34. 

• Scale of — for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in the 
North-West Frontier Province. 552-55. 

SALE PRICE— 

Question re of bye-laws and regulations in cantonments. 74S. 

SALEM— 

Question re-— 

Complaints against the Superintendent of Post Offices, . 989. 

Subsidy paid for the, Mail Motor Service between and Athur. 1923. 

Statement (laid on the table) by ]Mr. T. Ryan re subsidy paid for the Mail 
. Motor Service between and Athur. 2852. 

SALOON(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of railway dining . 1134-35. 

Railway provided for railway officials. 31-32c, 71. 

SALT— 

Demand for Grant. 2267. 

Question re— 

Additional duty realised on imported foreign . 703-04. 
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SALT — (concld.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Expansion of the Khewra works. 705. 

Export to to Calcutta from Karachi. 707. 

Imports of foreign, Indian and Aden . 705-06. 

Eurkutch exported from Karachi to Calcutta. 1136. 

Prices of — ■ — in the Calcutta market. 706. 

Railway concessions for the transport of Khewra to Calcutta. 1136. 

Realisations from the additionaJ import duty on . 440. 

Transport facilities for in Karachi harbour. 705. 

SALT ADDITIONAL IMPORT DUTY (EXTENDING) BILL— 

See “Bill(s)*». 

SANATORIUM— 

Question re establishment of a Tuberculosis at Abbottabad. 2482. 

SANDERS— 

Question re case of Natliuram. 1000-01. 

SANDHURST— 

Question re — 

Age for entrance examination for . 1931. 

Indian Army Cadets admitted to . 2720. 

Proportion of English and Indian officer instructors in the new Indian—. 
1930. 

SANITARY AMENITIES— 

Question re for Karol Bagh, Delhi. 2487-88. 

SANT SINGH, SARDAR— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider, li 58-61, 1875, 1904. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2644-46. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion for leave to introduce. 942. 

Election of to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 2729. 

General IWscussion of the General Budget. 1764-67. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Coimnitteo. 523-24. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 943. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Consideration of clause 19 a\. 886. 

clause 25. 886. 
clause 28. 887. 
clauj?e 32. 902. 
clause 59. 907. 
clause GS. 912, 918, 919. 

{ndian Registration (Amendment) Bill 
Motion for leave to fntroduce. 943. 
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SANT SINGH, SARDAR— (contd.) 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of women political prisoners. 2442-44, 2460-61. 
Unsatisfactory reply of the Leader of the House in regard to the expediting 
of the Reforms with Mahatma Gandhi in jail. 2834. 

Question re — 

Absence of Sikh accountants in Railway Audit and Accounts Offices. 1676-76, 
Absence of Sikhs from certain branches of Army Headquarters. 1676-77. 
Appeal against decisions of Medical Boards. 635. 

Appeals in respect of pensionary grants. 635-36. 

Appointment of a Sikh as caretaker of Government buildings in Simla. 
1670-71. 

Appointment of Sikh porters and van peons in the Railway Mail Service 
Delhi. 1680. 

Appointment of Sikhs as porters in the Delhi Railway Mail Service. 1679. 
Appointment of Sikhs as sub-postmasters in Delhi. 2667. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Audit Office, Indian Stores Department. 1676. 
Appointment of Sikhs in the Railway Board. 1669-70. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Currency Office, Lahore. 1676. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the office and press of the Private Secretary to the 
Viceroy, etc. 1677-78. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Punjab Postal Circle Office. 1669. 
Appointment of Sikhs to the Upper Division in certain Government offices. 
822. 

Arrears of family and disability pensions. 640-41. 

Arrears of pension for disability subsequently declared as attributable to 
military service. 2601. 

Ayurvedic dispensaries in Delhi and lack of Sikh Hakims or Vaids. 2571. 
Cancellation of a passport granted to Sirdar Harbans Singh, a merchant of 
Sistan. 1923. 

Candidates for an examination held bv the Controller of Railway Accounts. 
1672. 

Censorship of pre.ss messages of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. 
1231. 

Decisions of Courts Martial refused to Indian ranks. 637-38. 

Detention of a telegram sent by . 1377. 

Discharge of Sikh clerks' from the Military Accounts Department. 1683-84. 
Discharge of superannuated railway employees. 1587. 

Diseases caused by military service. 2601. 

Dismissal of Indian ranks. 637. 

Domicile of Mr. J. S. Pitkeathly, Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores 
Department. 2377. 

Expediting the establishment of the new constitution in India. 330-31. 
Facilities for claiming military pensions. 2604. 

Family pensions of non-combatants. 638-39. 

Family i>ensions refused for syces killed on military service. 638. 

Female military pensioners. 638. 

Forfeiture of military pensions for participation in political activities. 1691. 
Grievances of military men denied pensions. 1692. 

Hawking of meat in New Delhi. 1673. • 

Income-tax Officers, Inspectors and clerks in the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province. 1673-74. 

Investigation of military pension claims. 2665-67. 

Letter to Manlvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi re lys visit to the North-Wes 
Frontier Province. 1613-17. 
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lANT SINGH, SARDAR— (contci.) 

Question re — (contd.) 

Medical Board proceedings refused to Indian ranks. 636. 

Memorials withheld by the Railway Board. 1580, 1587. 

Military disability and family pension claims. 2605-06. 

Military pension claims. 2603-04, 2665, 2666. 

Military pensions forfeited for participation in political activities. 637. 
Nominaton of a Mussalman as a member of the Ajmer Municipal Committee.- 
2656. 

Nomination of Indian Christians as members of the Ajmer Municipal Com- 
mittee. 2655-56. 

Non-employment of Sikhs as gate-keepers at Army Headcuuarters. 1675. 
Non-grant of pensions to certain disabled sepoys. 634. 

Non-nomination of a member of the depressed classes to the Ajmer Municipal 
Committee. 2656. 

Number of Indian Medical Department Assistant Surgeons on various rail- 
ways. 1684. 

Number of Sikhs on Committees of the Round Table Conference. 1674-75. 
Paucity of Sikhs employed in the Government of India Press, Simla and New 
Delhi. 1671. 

Payment of disability pensions for military service. 2903-06. 

Payment of family pensions in respect of casualties in the Great War, 
2906-07. 

Pension of certain military men increased by re-employment during the Great 
War. 2602. 

Pensions admissible to widows and mothers of deceased ranks. 637, 1691, 
Pensions granted to ranks re-engaged for the Great War. 636. 

Pensions of ranks re-engaged for the Great War. 1690-91. 

Pensions withheld on account of convictions in political cases. 2604. 

Personal allowance refused to Subedar-Majors. 636. 

Pneumonia caused by military service. 635. 

Position of Sikhs in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 1678. 

Practice in regard to grant of disability and family pensions. 2602-03. 
Promotions in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 1680-81. 

Publication by newspapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly, 
545-46. 

Railway Court of Enquiry. 1585-86. 

Rates of military pension. 2601-02. 

Recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee regarding Dairying and 
Animal Husbandry Departments. 2784-85. 

Recruitment of Sikh clerks in the Delhi Head Post Office. «2657. 
Recruitment of Sikh packers and postmen in the Delhi Head Post Office. 
2656. 

Refusal of disability pensions to certain discharged military men. 1687-90, 
1692, 1693-94. 

Registration of Partnership Firms under the Income-tax Act. 2657. 
Retrenchment of Hindus and Sikhs in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 
1671-72. 

Revision of scales of pay of Government servants. 330. 

Safeguarding the interests of Sikhs in various services. 1678-79. 

Sale of meat in Delhi and New Delhi. 1672-73. 

Sale of meat in Peshawar. 822. 

Saving on account of the abolition of the post of Assistant Director of Intel- 
ligence, Indian Stores Department. 2376-77. 

Sikh holidays in the# Punjab Postal Department. 1681-82. 

Sikh officials in the Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 1679. 
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BANT SINtoH, SARDAR— (eoneld.) ' 

Question re — {concld.) 

Sikh representation to the Director, Army Audit, regai'ding reductions. 
1684. 

Staff and financial officers on State railways. 1672. 

Statutory rights to disability and family pensions. 2603. 

Temporary increment in pre-war military pensions. 639. 

Time-barring of disability pension claims. 2664. 

Time-limit allowed for pension claims. 639-40. 

Transfer of appeals from one Income-tax Commissioner to another. 330. 
Transfer of Inspectors of the Railway Mail Service, Punjab Circle. 1679-80. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Amount of contributions from different nations to the League of Nations. 
2349. 

Construction of offices in the garden of the Lansdowne Institute, Rawalpindi. 
1695. 

Indian National Congress. 2379. 

Interception of a telegram addressed to Mr. Tom Williams. 814, 816. 
Notice under the Emergency Powers Ordinance served on Mufti Kifayat- 
ullah. 2375. 

Removal of the North- AVest Frontier Crime Regulations. 1603. 

Secret European circular regarding the Reforms. 2724, 2728. 

Visit of Maulana Shaukat Ali to the North-West Frontier Province. 2376. 
Resolution re — 

Appointment of a committee to hear grievances of retrenched officers. 847-48. 
Chief Justices of High Courts. 134-36. 

Recent Ordinances. 302-05. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1034-36. 

SANTOS, Mr. J.— 

Oath of Office. 13. 

8ARDA, Diwan Bah.adur HAR BJLAS — 

Appointment of on the Committee on Petitions. 937. 

Sengal Criminal Law- Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 401, 412-13. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2527-28. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Indian Posts and Telegraph.s Department (including Working Expenses). 
2283-85. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Foreign Relation.s Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2744. 

General Di.scussion of the General Budget. 1724-27, 1808. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 73-81, 82, 85, 88, 89, 90, 92. 96, 450, 
451, 458 , 459, 460, 461, 462, 464, 466-80. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Motion to consider. 782-91, 797, 798. 

Consideration of clause 68. 907-08, 914, 917-19. • 
clause 69. 919-20, 921. 
schedule I. 922, 923. 

Motion to consider the amendments made by the Council of State. 297^. 
Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1824. 
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SARDA, Diwan Bahadur HAR BILAvS— ( coneZr^.) 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2937-38. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2956-57. 

Question re — 

Closing of a dispensary at Ramsar. 538-39. 

Conflicting interpretations under the Court-fees Act. 2481-82. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Censorship of foreign newspaper correspondents in India. 2012. 

Destruction of insufficiently stamped postcards. 38. 

Insufficiency of clothes provided for prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 2564. 

Staff of the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of contributioiis 
made by different nations. 350-51. 

Report on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3033. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 313-16. 

SARMA, Mr. R. S.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Comiuittee. 516. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill— ^ 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 428-29, 432. 

Motion to consider. 1889. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2624-25. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to re-circulate. 741-42 
Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 102-03. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Favouritism in the railways, 1445. 

Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1346. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 263-64. 

batyamangala:^!— 

Question re contract for the conveyance of maiU between •Erode and • 

1219-20. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re contract for the conveyance 
of mails between Erode and . 2968. 

SAUGOR CANTONMENT— 

Question re grant-in-aid for the Girls’ School in . 1932-33. 

8AVING(S)— 

Question re — 

ill civil expenditure to be effected by the ten per cent, cut in salanos* 

34-35. 

~ on* the Royal Air Force as it affects India. 24 j0. 

to be effected i^ Military Department by the ten per cent, cut in 

salaries. 34. 
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SAVINGS BANK(S)— 

Question re disposal of interest accruing on deposits and War Bonds helrl 

by Muslims. 106-07. 

SOHOLARSHIP(S)-. 

Question re — 

Candidates granted — — for training in Marine Engineering. 2584. 

awarded at the Government Central Girls* School, Ajmer. 376. 

granted for the training of Indians in Marine Engineering. 2584. 

SCHOOL(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged lack of qualification of a teacher in the Municipal Board City Boys* 
Ajmer. 374. 

Appointment of Head Mistress of the Municipal City Girls’ , Ajmer 

374. 

Authority over teachers of the East Indian Railway at Tundla. 67. 

Government for disabled soldiers at Lahore. 1125. 

Grant-in-aid for the Girls* in Saiigor Cantonment. 1932-33. 

Grants-in-aid admissible to Government . 67. 

Lawrence in India. 110. 

Managing Committee of the East Indian Railway Anglo-Vernacular Higli 
at Tundla. 66-67. 

Minimum marks required for passing into a higher standard in , in 

Ajmer-Merwara, Rajputana, etc. 2387. 

Minimum pass marks in in Rajputana and Delhi. 2388. 

Scholarships awarded at the Government Central Girls* . Ajmer. 376. 

for the children of British soldiers. 110-11. 

Status as Government servants of ijie teachers in the Railway at Tundla. 

67. 

Status of headmasters in railway . 2479-80. 

Taking over of the H. M. High bv the Ambala Cantonment Board. 

1241. 

Teachers of Indian maintained by the East Indian Railway. 66. 

Time-table of classes at the Government High — — , Ajmer. 376-77. 

Statfcment(s) (laid on the table) by IMr. G. M. Young re the Hindu-Muham- 

madan High , Ambala Cantonment. 2491. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran rr for children of rail- 

way employees at Gorakjbpur. 2854. 

SCHUSTER, THE Honourable Sir GEORGE — 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of — 

Administration of Justice. 926. 

Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 930. 

Appropriation from the Reserve Fund. 930-32. 

Delhi Capital Outlay. 928. 

Finance Department. 926. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 928-29. 

Interest on Ordinary Debt and Reduction or Avoidance of Debt. 926. 
•Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works. 926. 
Lightohuses and lightships. 926, 927. 

Loans and advances bearing interest. 928. 

Mint. 927. 

Public Service Commission. 926. 

Railway Board. 929. 

Rajputana. 928. 

Working Expenses Administration. 929-30. 
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gCHUSTER, The Honourable Sir GEORGE— (confd.) 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Council of State. 2283. 

Customs. 2232. 

Executive Council. 1952. 

Foreign and Political Department. 2290, 2302, 2312-14. 

Forest. 2268. 

Home Department. 2314. 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (including Working Expenses). 
2268, 2288. 

Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations. 2288. 

Interest on Ordinary Debt and Reduction or Avoidance of Debt. 2283. 
Irrigation (including Working Expense.?), Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage Works. 2203. 

Legislative .Vssembly and Legislative Assembly Department. 2239. 

Opium. 2268. 

Public Service Commission. 2325. 

Salt. 2267. 

Stamps. 2268. 

Taxes on income. 2267. 


Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Agriculture. 934. 

Commerce Department 933. 

Council of State. 933. 

Expenditure in England under the control of the Secretary of State. 935. 
Interest on Mi.scellancous Obligations. 932-33. 

Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Draini.ge Works. 932. 

Legislative As.seinbly and Legislative Assembly Department. 933. 

Loans and advances bearing interest. 9.35-36. 

Mint. 934-35. 

Miscellaneous. 935. 

Opium. 932. 

Payments to Provincial Gc. rernments on account of Administration of Agency 
subjects. 934. 

Police. 934. 

Refunds. 935. 

Staff, household and allowances of the Governor General. 933. 

Stamps. 932. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1782, 1803-10. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Amendment Bill- 
Motion for leave to intro<luce. 397. 

Motion to consider. 681-82. 

Motion to pass. 682. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 167, 173, 176, 177, 183, 184, 185, 187, 
188, 189, 757, 769-79. 

Motion re — 

Election of members to tjie Public Accounts Committee. 2231. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Customs ” rc — 

InsufBoient eoonoinv effected bv Government under Customs. 2239, 
2258-63, 2264, 22(35. 
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SCHUSTEH, The Honouhable Sut GEOUGE — (concld.) 

Motion to reduce Demand for — (concld,) 

** Executive Council re — 

Avoidance of income-tax. 2114-17. 

Constitutional issue. 1984. 

Improper interference bv the Secretary of State in tlie financial affairs 
of India. 2198-99. 

Uetrencbment. 20^18, 2074-81. 

Motion to take the report of the Public Accounts Committee into consideration 
1181-82. 

Presentation of the Budget for 1932-33. 1627-01. 

Presentation of the report of the Public Accounts Committee. 379-92. 

Public Accounts Committee — 

Consideration of the report of the . 1211-14. 

Report on financial questions arising out of tlie proposed separation of Bunn? 

from India. 3014-21, 3024, 3025, 3039, 3046-49. 

Resolution re — 

Appointment of a committee to bear grievances of retrenched officers 
849-50. 

Imperial Bank of India. 120-24. 

Stabilisation of exchajige and ju’ices. 836-41. 

Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1334. 

Motion to consider. 2416-21, 2428-29. 

Motion to add a new clause. 2437-38. 

Motion to pass. 2438. 

Statement (laid on the table) by re — 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Bailway .\udit Services. 2S53. 
Appointment of Sikhs iu the Audit Office, Indian Stores Departnumt. 
Appointment of Sikhs in the Currency Office, Lahon*. 2670-71. 

Old Record Sorters, Jemadars and Peons retained in the (government ot 
India Secretariat. 2852. 

Re])ort on the Howard-Xixon Memorandum regarding financial (incj'tiond 
arising out of the separation of Burma, from India. 2224-29. 

Success of candidates in Accounts Service Kxaininati«)ns. 2793. 

SCIEXCP], rXDJAX IXSTITUTE OF— 

Election of a member to the Council of the , Bangalore. 165-66. 

SCIEXTIFIC DEPABTMEXTS, OTllKB— 

Demand '^or Grant. 2333. 

SCOTT, Mr. J. RAMS.VY— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Expressions of regret by on tho death of Sir Bonianji Dalai. 3029. 

Question re — 

Competition of jails with Industrial concerns. 2468-69. 

Installation of machinery in jails. 2409-70. 

Prices of jail-made articles. 2469. 

Reduction of pay of an officer previous to retk’ement. 643-44. 

Reduction of travelling and other allowances of members of the Legi.sk^tuie* 
2590-91. 

Re introduction of a through carriage between Lucknow and Bombay 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2562. 
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gEAMAN(EN) — 

Question re claims of British and Indian in Bombaj-. 2655. 

seaman, Mb. C. K . — 

Oath of Office. 15. 

SEAMEN’S INSTITUTE— 

Question re non-admission of Indians to the Prince of Wales BombaY. 

2587-88. 

SEARCH— 

Question re alleged objoctionablo methods in — for Congress Funds adopted 
by the Police Inspector, Ajmer. 2508. ’ 

SEAT(S)— 

Question re — 

Allocation oi , in tlie Indian la?gislaturo for the North-West Frontier 

Prov i iiro . 555-5G . 

Allocation of in tho Logislativo Assembly nnd (council of State to tho 

North-West Frontier Province. 2o83. 

SECOND DIVISION CLERKS— 

See ‘‘ Clerk(s) 

SECRETARIAT(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged discontent amongst Muslim employees in the Government of India 
and Attached Offices. 27S3. 

Civil aviation establisliment in the Imperial , New Delhi. 1600. 

Indian reprosontation in tho — — of the League of Natioms. 340-41. 

Maintenance of parks aiul I’onntain.s adjacent to the Imperial buildings. 

2204. 

Old record sorters, jemadars and peons retained in the Government of India 
. 1085. 

Pay of second division clerks in the Government of India . OS. 

Permanent location of the in New Delhi. 1011-12. 

Promotion of rontine clerks in the . 24S0-81. 

Staff of the League of Nations and the amount of contributions made by 

different nations. .‘U9-51. 

Third clas.s accommodation provided for employt?cs moving to Simla from 

New Delhi. 2554. 

Statement, (laiil on tho table) by tho Honourable Sir George Schuster re old 
Uecord Sortor.s, .Jemadars and Peons retained in the Government of India 
2852. 

SECRETAllY(lES)— 

Question re — 

Appeals of travelling tiiket in.'‘pecti>r.s to the , Railway Roard. 1938-39. 

Appointment of an Assistant to the Ambala Cantonment Roard. 753. 

Number of Deputv , etc., in tlic Go\ eminent of India departments. 

57. 

secretary for INDIA A!^FA1RS— 

Question re appointment of an Indian Agent in Fiji in place of the . 531. 

secretary of STATE— expenditure IN ENGLAND— 

DoiHaiul for Grant. 2343j 

I^einand for Supplementary Grant. 935. 


2 
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA— 

Motion to reduce Demand for “ Executive Council ” re improper interferenc 
by the in the financial affairs of India. 2194-99. 

SECURITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Presses asked to furnish — — . 60. 

Rise in rupee . 1506. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Mr. H. G. Haig re prtsse 
asked to furnish . 2788-92. 

SECURITY PRINTING— 

Question re — 

Appointment of apprentices to the , India, and the Currency Note Press 

543-44. 

Appointment of Muslims in the , India, Currency Note Press and Centra 

Stamp Stores. 543. 

Staff of the , India, Currency Note Press and Central Stamp Stores a 

Nasik. 542-43. | 

SECURITY PRINTING, CAPITAL OUTLAY ON— 

Demand for Grant. 2343. 

SEGREGATION— 

Question re in Tanganyika. 1235. 

SELECTION GRADE— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the lowest— — examination in the post office. 1943-44. 

Promotion of juniors in the lower in postal circles. 1596-98. 

Promotions to the lowest in the i)ost office. 2660. 

'Reduction of posts in the Bengal and Assam Postal Circle. 373. 

SELECTION GRADE EXAMINATION— 

Question re abolition of the lowest selection grade examination for the post 
office. 2659. 

SELECTION POSTS— ^ 

Question re converted into time-scale appointments in the Punjab and 

North-West Frontier Postal Circle. 2205. 

SEN, Mr. S. C.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 519-20. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 425-27. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2517-19. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Consideration of clause 3. 2887. 

Hindu Widows* Right of Inheritance Bill — ^ 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 453-54. 

Indian Partnership Bill — 

Consideration of clause 32. 901. 

clause 68. 911. 

Motion to consider. 797-98. 
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SEN, Mb. S. C. — (concld,) 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

• “ Executive Council ” re — 

Lack of supervision over the coal transactions of the railways. 2169-7*1. 
Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2952-53. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the crew system on the East Indian Railway. 643. 
Hayinan-Mahindra ticket punching machine. 643. 

Medical certificates of Ayurvedic practitioners. 642. 

Resolution of the Government of Bengal on the shooting at the Hijli deten- 
tion camp. 1221-23. 


SEN, Pandit SATYENDRA NATH— 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to con.^ider. 1854-55. 

Motion to amend clan.se 2. 2516-17. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Home Department. 2319-21. 

Election of to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 2729. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 486-93, 722-28, 729. 

Motion to re-circulate. 733, 734. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 460-51, 452. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the appointment of Deputy Assistant Engineer, Telegraphs Con- 
struction . 2607 -08 . 

Abolition of the Crew System on the East Indian Railway. 643. 

Alleged a.ssaults on students and teachers in Chittagong. 437-38. 

Allotment of Government quarters in New Delhi. 718-19. 

Allotment of qiiarter.s in New Delhi to clerks of the local Public Works 
Department. 720. 

Allotment of quarters in New Delhi to temporary clerks. 720., 

Charge for the cost of establishment of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 356. 
Clerks’ quarters in New Delhi. 719. 

Clerks’ quarters in New Delhi required by the various departments. 720-21. 
Clerks’ quarters in New* Dellii vacated by retrenched clerks. 720. 
Confirmation of j>rnbationers in the Chief Accounts Office, Ea^t Indian Rail- 
way. 2607. 

Confirmation of probationers in the East Indian Railway Accounts Depart- 
ment. 1947-48. 

Determination of seniority of Baudot Supervisors in the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department. 2606. 

Hayman-Mahiiidra ticket punching machine. 643. 

Medical certificates of Ayurvedic practitioners. 642. 

Pensions of officers of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 356. 

Promotion of telegraphists. 2606. 

Recommendations of fhe Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment Sub-Commit- 
tee. 2606. 

Reduction in number of Sub-Divisional Officers, Telegraphs. 2608. 
Re-empldyment of retrenched officers. 2663. 

^Repayment of advances from Provident Funds. 356. 
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SEN, Pandit SATYENDRA NATH^(concld.) 

Resolution re — 

Appointment of a committee to hoar grievances of retrenched officers. 
84a44, 850 . 

SEN-GUPTA, Mr. J. M— 

Question re arrest of on board an Italian ship. 548-50. 

SENIORITY LIST(S)— 

Question re — 

of establishment in the Railway Board^s Office. 1696. 

of staff of the Chief Accounts Office, North Western Railway. 707-08. 

of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 2362. 

SEPARATION— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“Executive Council ” re of Burma from India. 2173-93. 

Question re of Sind from Bombay. 339. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster rc report 
on the Howard-Nixon memorandum regarding financial questions arising out 
of the of Burma from India. 2224-29. 

SEPARATION OF BURMA— 

See “ Burma 

SEPOY(S)— 

Question re non-grant of pensions to certain disabled . 634. 

SERVANT(S)— 

Que.sti<)n re — 

Admission to liigher classe.'^ of of sick travellers. 1131. 

Communitio.s of postmen and inferior in Mussoorie post offices. 877. 

Employment on railways of sons of railway . 654. 

Travelling allowances of inferior of the Government of India. 1319. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re communities of postmen and 
, inferior in Mussoorie post offices. 2615. 

SERVTCE(S)— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re Jndianisation of superior . 1578-80. 

Question re — 

Age and of staff in the Railway Boards Office. 1697-98. 

Departmental promotions in All-India . 1234. 

Recruitment of members of Marathi and Canarese backward communities in 

Central Government . 1928. 

Safeguarding the interests of Sikhs in various . 1678-79. 

Termination of the of certain employees on the Bombay, Baroda and 

Central India Railway. 2024, 2025. 

SERVICE, BREAK IN— 

Question re avoidance of of railway officials retrenched and re-employed. 

360. 

SERVICE, EXTENSIONS OF— 

Question re — 

granted in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Postal* Circle. 2204. 

Statement (laid on tlie table) by the Honourable^ Sir George Rainy re grant 
of to officers of the Income-tax Department, Bomtay. 1811. 
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SERVICE, TERMS OF— 

officers, clerks, storekeepers, etc., in the Indian Army Service Corps. 

SEWAGE FARM— 

Question re criticisms of the Delhi . 540-41. 

SEX(ES)— 

inBBigrants in the Malay Penin- 

SHAFEE DAOODT, MAULVf MUHAMMAD— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill 

Consideration of clause 4. 1147-48. 

Bengal Criminal Law Aniendincnt (Supplementary) Bill 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2676. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2978. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Ej^esses of tbe police in Delhi and desecration of the luosfiue of Kucha 
Rahman. 1995, 1996, 1997-2000. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” rc — 

huture of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1546, 1547. 
Representation of ^luslims in the railway services. 184:1, 1370-72. 

Port Ifaj Committees Bill — 

IMotinn to n'fer to Select (VmimittiH*. .‘1004. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Under Secretary in the Finance Department. 1249-51. 
Employment of a Hindu .stenographer in ilic* Finance Department. 1252-63. 
Eniploynient of Muslims in the Finance Department. 1215-19. 1251-52. 
Lettoi* to re his visit to the Xorth-West Frontier Province. 1613-17. 

Non-employment of ^fnslim stenograplier.s in the Finame DoTmrtment. 
125:1 54. 

Settlement of the conmiunal prohloin. 2484-vS5. 

Sikh and Muslim clerks in the Finance Dejmrtiiient. 1252. 

Question (Bnp])lementary) re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in Government offices. 983-85. 

Censorship of press messages regarding proceedings of the Assembly. 1078. 
E.xpulsion of Father Ehvin from the North-West Ih-oiitier Aovinee. 647. 
Incorrect lists of voters in the North-West Fnintier Province. 2483, 2484. 
Letter to re his visit to the Xorth-West Frontier Province. 1615, 1616. 

Refusal of iicrmission to a de])utation of the All-Tndia Jainiat-ul-Ulema to 
visit the North-West Frontier Province. 529. 

Visit of Manlana Shaukat .\li to the North-West Frontier Province. 2376. 
Resolution re recent Ordinances. 223-31. 

SHAFT, Ttik I Ionouk.able iSiTtan Si« MUHAMMAD — 

Expressions of regret on the deatli of . 18-23. 

SHAH NAWAZ, MIAN MUHAMMAD— 

General Discnission of ilie General Budget. 1706-09. 
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SHAHABAD— 

Question re persons returned zo tne Legislative Assembly by the Patna cum 
Non-Muhammadan constituency. 2909. 

SHARMA, Mr, P. D.— 

Question re complaint by of assault at a meeting of the Citizen’s League^ 

Delhi. 2467-68. 

SHAUKAT ALI, MAULANA— 

Question re visit of to the North-West Frontier Province. 2375-76. 

SHEET(S)— 

Question re — 

Galvanised corrugated — — obtainable from Tatas. 1239s40. 

Import duties or bounties on galvanised iron and steel and pipes. 

1229-30. 

Output on galvanised from Tatas. 1230. 

Resolution re duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and — — . 1055-60, 

1158-76. 

SHEET MILL— 

See ‘‘ Mfll(s) 

SHER MUHAMMAD KHAN GAKHAR, Captain— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council ” re Indianisation of the army. 2129-31. 

Oath oi Office. 13. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 303. 

SHILLONG— 

Question re abolition of Range Offices at Dacca and . 713-14. 

SHIP^S^— 

Question re arrest of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta on board an Italian . 548-50. 

Statement re Draft Convention and Recommendations rc protection against 
accidents of workers employed in loading and unloading . 2818-19. 

SHIPPING— 

Question re development; of Indian . 2587. 

SHOOTING— 

Question re resolution of the Government of Bengal on the at the Hijli 

detention camp. 1221-23. 

SHOP FOREMEN— 

See “ Foremen 

SHOPKEEPER(S)— 

Question re arrest of a for flying the Congress flag. 2565. 

SHRINE(S)— 

Question re lack^ of traffic arrangements for pilgrims visiting the — ^ of 
Nizamuddin Olia at Delhi. 345-46. 

SIALKOT CANTONMENT— 

Question re prosecutions instituted by the Executive Officer, . 1593-94. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re prosecutions instijinted 
by the Executive Officer, — . 2615. 
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SICK TRAVELLER(S>— 

See “ Traveller(s) 

SICKNESS— 

Question re mortality and in the British army in India. 971-72. 

SIGNALLING POSTS— 

Question re employment in non of telegraphist postal clerks. 1516-17. 

BIKH(S)— 

Question re — 

Absence of accountants in Railway Audit and Accounts Offices. 1675-76. 

Absence of from certain branches of Army Headquarters. 1676-77. 

Appointment of a as caretaker of Government buildings in Simla. 

1670- 71. 

Appointment of porters and van peons in the Railway Mail Service. 

Delhi. 1680. 

Appointment of as porters in the Delhi Railway Mail Service. 1679. 

Appointment of as Sub-Postmasters in Delhi. 2657. 

Appointment of in Government offices. 983-85. 

Appointment of in the Audit Office, Indian Stores Department. 1675. 

Appointment of ^ in the Railway Board. 1669-70. 

* Appointment of to the Currency Office, Lahore. 1676. 

Appointment of to the Indian Service of Engineers. 610. 

Appointment of to the office and press of the Private Secretary to the 

Viceroy, etc. 1677-78. 

Appointment of to the office of the Railway Board. 985. 

Appointment of to the Punjab Postal Circle Office. 1669. 

Appointment of to the Upper Division in certain Government offices. 

622. 

Ayurvedic disijensaries in Delhi and lack of Hakims or Vaids. 2571. 

Discharge of clerks from the Military Accounts Department. 1683-84. 

Non-employment of as gate-keepers at Army Headquarters. 1675. 

Number of Muslims and in the Royal Air Force Headquarter. 2488-89. 

Number of on committees of the Round Table Conference. 1674-75. 

Paucity of employed in the Government of India Press, Simla and New 

Delhi. 1671. 

Position of in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 1678. 

Recruitment of clerks in the Delhi He.ad Post Office. 2657. 

Recruitment of — — packers and postmen in the Delhi He^d Post Office. 
2656. 

Retrenchment of Hindus and in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

1671- 72. 

Safeguarding the interests of in various services. 1678-79. 

and Muslim clerks in the Finance Department. 1252. 

holidays in the Punjab Postal Department. 1681-82. 

•—officials in the Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 1679. 

— representation to the Director, Army Audit, regarding reductions. 
1684. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re number 

of and members of other communities on committees of the Round Table 

Conference. 2614. 

Statement .(laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster rc — — 
Appointment of — i^ the Audit Office, Indian Stores Department. 2853. 

Appointment of in the Currency Office, Lahore. 2670-71. 

Representation in regard to retrenchment in the Army Audit Offioe. 2414. 
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SILVER— 

Question re low price of — ^ — . 646. 

SIMLA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the exodus. 48. 

Additional water supply- necessary in Delhi in case of stoppage of the Simla 
exodus. 40. 

Appointment of a Sikh as caretaker of Government buildings in 

1670-71. 

Barbed wire fence round the office of the Quartermaster General in 

2570. 

Delhi move allowance and house rent allowance. 2467. 

Holding of the summer session of the Legislative Assembly at New Delhi 
or . 1381-82. 

Paucity of Sikhs employed in the Government of India Press, and New 

Delhi. 1671. 

Pay of the Assistant Station Master at . 825. 

Pay of the Conservancy Inspector of the Telegraph Office, . 660. 

Qualifications of the officiating Assistant Managers of the and Aligarh 

Government of India Presses. 2381. 

Reduction of — house rent allowance. 2374. 

Rules for the recovery of rents for Government buildings in and Delhi. 

1001-02. 

Third class accommodation provided for Secretariat employees moving to 

from New Delhi. 2554. 

SIND— 

Question re — 

Contributinns to the Central Government from the projected provinces of the 
North-West Frontier and . 355. 

Dav.s spent in by the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay Presidenev. 

1591. 

Disposal of income-tax applications in . 1589. 

Grants to Orissa and . 2719. 

Income and expenditure from Customs and Administration of Karachi and 

income-tax in . 358-59. 

Income-tax application in — — . 1590, 1591. 

Instructions for the Commissioner of Income-tax, . 1590. 

Judgment on an income-tax application in . 1688-89. 

Separation of from Bombay. 339. 

Statement' (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re period 

of tour of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay and . 2729. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re dis- 
posal of income-tax applications in . 2414. 

BIND COMMITTEE— 

Question re deficit shown by the 2582. 

See also “Committees”. 

SINGH, KUMAR GUPTESHWAR PRASAD— 

Question re — ^ 

Anglo-Indian women retained in officiating vacancies m the Madras General 
Post Office. 633-34. • 

Travelling allowance paid on transfer to a Superintendent of Post Offices m 
Mysore. 696. ^ 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to re-cireulate. 740-41. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


Ul 


SINGH, Mr. GAYA PHASAD— 

Bengal Criminal Lav Amendment (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 402, 429, 430, 434L 
Motion to consider. 1837, 1838, 1903. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2513-14. 

Motion to omit clause 4. 2637. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2630. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Foreign Belutions Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2758-59. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2799-2800, 2801, 3818. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 89. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2917-19. 

Motion to con.sider. 2922-23. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 198. 

Indian Khaddar ” (Name Protection) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 939. 

Indian Tariff (Wireless Broadcasting) Amendment Bill — 

^lotion to consider. 2928-29. ' 

Motion for Adjournment r« — 

Exce.s.ses of tlie police in Delhi and dosecri.tion of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman. 1993, 1994-97, 1998, 1999, 2000. 

Publication in the press of the Assembly speeches. 661. 

Motion rc election of momhers to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 
1827. 

Motion rfi election of the Standing Finance Committee*. 1818-19. 1823. 

Nomination of to tl. ? House Committee. 1017-18. 

Question ra — 

Abolition of the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 27-28. 

Abolition of the Simla asodus. 48. 

Administrative position of Berar in relation to constitutional reform. 48. 
Agricnlturi.sts’ rights in the Istimrari area of Ajmer-]Merwara. 1666-67. 
Amendment of the Trade Licensing Ordinance in Tanganyika. 2556-67. 
Appointment of an Indian Agent in Fiji in place of the Segretary for Indian 
affairs. 631. 

Appointment of certain officers in the railway service. 562-63. 

Appointment of Under Secretaries in the Military Finance Department. 
2020 - 21 . 

ApY)ointmeiit of women police in Delhi, 530. 

Authority over teachers of the East Indian Railway School at Tundla. 67. 
Circular to the military authorities at Chittagong to refrain from reprisals 
on communal lines. 47-48. 

Clothes of j)risoneivs in the Ajmer jail. 1665-66. 

Congress property seized by Government. 435-36. 

Construction of railway lines between Dohad or Rutlam and Galiakot. 358. 
Contract fof the Air Mail Service in India by Messrs. Tata and Sons. 630. 
Decrease in weight of prisoners in Ajmer jail. 1665. 

Deportation from Uie North-West Frontier Province of Father Elwin. 357» 
^629. 
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SINGH, Mb. GAYA PRASAD— 

Question re — {cont(1.) 

Despatch of British troops from India to China. 813. 

Discontinuance of a through carriage oc an East Indian Railway 
2216-17. 

Discrimination against Indians in Tanganyika. 1235-36. 

Dispersal of a meeting in the Queen’s Garden, Delhi and arrest 
Kifayatullah. 2470-71. 

Education of European and Indian girls in Fiji. 531. 

Education of Indians in Fiji. 1237-38. 

Election of Indian members to the Legislative Council in Fiji. 530-31. 
Expenditure involved in moving the first battalion, the Rifle Brigade. 46-47. 
Expenditure on the Ecclesiastical Department. 2351-52. 

Expulsion of Father El win from the North-West Frontier Province. 546-47. 
Facilities for emigration to Brazil. 1311. 

Flogging of political prisoners in the North-West Frontier Province. 49-50. 
Formation of Franchi.se Committees of the Central Legi.slature. 875. 
Grants-in-aid admissible to Government schools. 67. 

Grievances of Indians in East Africa. 1236. 

Hindus and Muhammadans employed as drivers, etc., on the North Western 
Railway. 563. 

Income-tax assessments on incomes below Rs. 1,000. 436. 

Institution of a tribunal to consider capitation charge.^. 1233. 

Interception of a telegram addressed to Mr. Tom Williams. 813-16. 
Interception of a telegram sent by Miss Mira Ben. 2352-53. 

Labour imposed on prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 1666. 

Lack of notice to staff retrenched in the office of the Chief Accounts Officer, 
North Western Railway. 607. 

Ladies arrested in Delhi and conditions of imprisonment in Delhi jail. 977. 
Levy of a poll tax in Tanganyika for education. 2558. 
Lucknow-Lalmonirhat train service. 2216. 

Managing Committee of tlie East Indian Railway Anglo-Vernacular High 
School at Tundla. 66-67. 

Military Accounts Department men on deputation in the Military Finance 
Department. 2020. 

Notice under the Emergencv Powers Ordinance served on Mufti Kifayatullah. 

2374-76. * I 

Officers* and clerks* grades on the North Western Railway. 563-64. 

Paucity of Indians employed in departments in £a.st Africa. 1665. 

Pay of the* Litigation Officer, North Western Railway. 562. 

Promotion of Mr. S. R. Woodmore, officiating Chief Draftsman, North 
Western Railawy. 563. 

Promotions in leave vacancies on the North Western Railway. 564. 
Proscription of certain Hindi books in Ajmer. 47. 

Provision of accommodation for political prisoners in Delhi. 1683. 
Publication • by newspapers of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly- 
645-46. 

Recruitment of Assistant Financial Advisers from the Military Accounts 
Department. 2019. * 

Refusal of permission to a deputation of the All-India J[amiat-ul-Ulema to 
visit the North-West Frontier Province. 527-29. 

Regulations for the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 654-65. •• 

Reorganisation of the office of the Chief Personnel Officer, North Western 
Railway. 664. • 




Express. 

I 


of Mufti 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLX DEBATES. 


2^8 


SINGH, Mr. GAYA PRASAD— (confr/.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Representation of the interests of Indian settlers in Tanganyika. 2554-56. 
Restrictions against Indians entering Panama. 527. 

Retrenchment in the office of the Chief Accounts Officer, North Western 
Railway. 565-66, 607-10. 

Retrenchments in the Military Finance Department. 2018-19. 

Saving on the Royal Air Force as it affects India. 2470. 

Segregation in Tanganyika. 1235. 

Seizure of buildings belonging to the Congress. 435. 

Staff of the Veterinary Hospital at Mliow Cantonment. 358. 

Status as Government servants of the teachers in the Railway School at 
Tundla. 67. 

Substitution of Air Force Units for Ground Troops on the Frontier. 2780-81. 

Surcharge on coal freight. 50 

Taxation of Indians in Tanganyika. 1236-37. 

Teachers of Indian schools maintained by the East Indian Railway. 66. 

Visit of Mnulana Shaukat Ali to the North-West Frontier Province. 
2375-76. 

Withholding of a cable sent by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 2470. 

Question (Supplementary) re — — • 

Accounts of discoveries at Mohenjodaro. 2017. 

Allegations about the ** Deoli Detenus Camp**. 2566. 

Allocation of seats in the Legislative Assembly and Council of State to the 
North-West Frontier Province. 2583. 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners. 2366. 

Appointment of Muslims on the North Western Railway. 1620. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Income-tax Department. 1682. 

Appointment of Sikhs in Government offices. 983-85. 

Appointment of Under Secretary in the Finance Department. 1251. 

Arrest of Mr. .1. M. Sen-Gupta on board an Italian ship. 550. 

Arrests in the North-West Frontier Province. 332. 

Censorship of foreign newspaper correspondents in India. 2011. 

Confiscation of the privilege of interview of certain political prisoners. 
2563. 

Convictions under the new Ordinances. 338. 

Distinction between light and heavy ** Lathi *’ charges. 2579. 

Employment of Hindus on the North Western Railway. 993-94. 

Employment of Orij'as on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1620. 

Fly nuisance in New Delhi. 882. 

Future status of Berar. 2554. 

Indian National Congress. 2378. 

Indians trained as Aviation experts. 1608. 

Insufficiency of clothes provided for prisoners in the Ajmer jail. 2563, 2564. 
Invitation of Khan Abdul GhafFar Khan to a Durbar in Peshawar. 1605. 
Judgment on an income-tax application in Sind. 1589. 

Members nominated for the committees of the Round Table Conference. 534. 
Non-employment of Muslim stenographers in the Finance Department. 1253. 
Presses asked to furnish securities. 60. 

Recruitment of Muslims bj' the Public Service Commission. 2091. 
Recruitment of^Muslims in Government offices. 2369-70. 
r^emoval df the North-West Frontier Crime Regulations. 1602, 1603. 
Retrenchment of certain junior inspectors of Accounts on the North Western 
Railway. 2472. 
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SINGH,’ Mr. GAYA PRASAD— (to /tcW.) 

Question (Supplementary) re — {concld.) 

Salary of the Officer in chargp of the Mohenjodaro excavations and retrench- 
ment of his staff. 62. 

Secret European circular regarding the reforms. 2725. 

Substitution of Air Force Units for Army Units in the defence of the Fron- 
tier. 2658-69. 

Sunday penalty fees collected and method of their distribution. 2588. 
Resolution re recent Ordinances. 270, 272, 317, 318. 

SISTAN— 

Question re cancellation of a passport granted to Sirdar Harbans Singh, 
merchant of . 1923. 

SITARAMARAJU, Mr. B.— 

Appointment of on the Committee on Petitions. 937. 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s report. 1086-88. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amendmeiit (Supplementary) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1848-51, 1877. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2637, 2650-54. 

Motion to amend clause 4. 2682. 

Motion to amend clause 1. 2686, 2687. 

Election of— '—to the Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2744-49, 2757. 

Motions to pass. 2894-97. 

Gen€*ral Discussion of the General Budget. 1730-34. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1279-82. 

Hindu Marriage.s Dissolution Bill — 

Motion to re-circulate. 730-37. 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2919. 

Motion for Adjournment rr uiisatisactory reply of the Leader of the House in 
regard to the expediting of tin* reforms with Miihatma Gandhi in jail. ‘2333, 
2834, 2835. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1823. 

Motion to reduce Denuind f<»r — 

“ Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy effected by Government under 2241)-51, 

2264. 

“ Exocutivo Council ** rt — 

Avoidance of income-tax. 2107. 

Improper interference by the Secretary of State in the financial aihnrs 
of India. 2197-98. 

Separation of Burma from India. 2181-82. 

Question re candidates appointed to the Superior Telegraph and Engineering 
branches, Po-sts and Telegraphs Department. 2716-17. , 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Fly nuisance in New Delhi. 882. ^ 

Secret European circular regarding the reforms. 2727. 
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3ITARAMAIIAJU, Mr. B.—{concld.) 

Report on fiiiRncial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 303C-B9. 

Resolution re cstablislunent of a Supreme Court in India. 577-80. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2901-93. 

SKIN(S)— 

Question re — 

Decline in tlio export trade of hides and . 2907-08. 

Revenue derived from hides and export duties. G41-42. 

80AP(S)-~ 

Question re lack of— -—and oil in the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

BOCIETY OF INCORPORATED ACCOUNTANTS AND AUDITORS— 

Question re admission of students of Indian universities to the , London. 

647. 

SOHAN SINGH, SIRDAR— 

Election of t-o the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 2729. 

Question rn — 

Action taken Tinder section 25 of the Cantonments Act by the Executive 
Officer, Ambala Cantonment. 749. 

Age for entrance examination for Sandhurst. 1931. 

Ag(‘ limit for appointment of Cantonment Fund Employees. 753-54. 

Alleged racial discrimination iu the medical examination of lady passengers 
embarking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 2578-79. 

Apixiintment of an xVssistant Secretary to the Ambala Cantonment Board. 
753. 

Charges of bribery and corrviption in Ambala Cantonment. 754. 

Construction of a Roman Catholic Church at Mingaladou Cantonment. 
2577-78. 

Construction of offices in the garden of the Lansdowne Institute, Jlawal- 
piiuli. 1594-95. 

Distinction lietween liglit and heavy “ Lathi ’’ charges. 2579. 
Encroachment on adjoining land of houses in Benares Cantonment. 1595-96. 
Erection of a factory’ at Bombay for the manufacture of vegetable ghee. 46. 
Executive officers in Indian cantonmenhs. 750. 

Exemption of cantonment boards from audit cliarges. 747. 

Extension of the House-scavenging tax in Amliala Cantoumeflt. 745-46. 
Grant-in-aid for the Girls^ School in Saugor Cantonment. 1932-33. 

Heavy taxation in Debra Dun Cantonment. 74S. 

Holidays enjoyed by officers of the Indian army. 1593. 

Introduction of elected cantonment boards in the North-West Frontier 
Province. 745. 

liiceiices of meat sellers in Lahore Cantonment. 744. 

Lists of condoned platforms annulled by the Northern Command. 752. 
Number of women arrested and imprisoned for political offences. 2580. 
Promotion of Indian military officers. 1930-31. 

Promotion of Indian military officers to staff appointments. 1931-32. 
Promotion of Indians in the Indian Medical Service. 1932. 

Proportion of English and Indian officer instructors in the new Indian 
•• Sandhurst. 1930. ^ 

Prosecutions instituted bv the Executive Officer, Sialkot Cantonment. 
1593-94. 
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SOHAN SINGH, SIRDAR-~(coHc?d.) 

Racial discrimination by the British India Steam Navigation Company in 
disembarking passengers. 2578. 

Recovery of a hospital fee in Allahabad Cantonment. 747. 

Refusal of permission to hold a meeting in Cawnpore Cantonment. 744-45. 
Refusal of the Executive Officer, Lahore Cantonment Board, to convene a 
special meeting of the Board. 743-44. 

Rejection of an application for construction of a bungalow in Lahore 
Cantonment. 744. 

Representation of the people of cantonments on the Round Table Conference 
and its committees. 750-51. 

Resolutions passed by the All-India Cantonments Conference. 754-55. 
Resumption by Government of sites of bungalows in Nowshera. 751-52'. 

Sale price of b 3 ’e-laws and regulations in cantonments. 748. 

Standard plans for houses under the Eastern Command. 746-47. 

Subjection of women to lathi charges. 2579. 

Supply to the All-India Cantonments Association of important Government 
circulars. 755. 

Terms of service of officers, clerks, storekeepers, etc., in the Indian Army 
Service Corps. 45-46. 

Transfer of Lieutenant-Colonel M. Dockrell from Peshawar Cantonment. 
748-49. 

Withholding of resolutions from the meeting of the Lahore Cantonment 
Board. 743. 

BOLDIER(S)— 

Question rc — 

Compensation for theft by British in the British Infantry Bazar. 

Bareilly. 2577. 

Cost of British and Indian and officers in India. 2010. 

Cost of sending European to the hills. 352. 

Government school for disabled at Lahore. 1125. 

Schools for the children of British . 110-11. 

Theft by British in the Bareilly British Infantry Bazar. 2576-77. 

Training and discharge of certain . 328-29. 

Training of British in handicrafts in India. 328. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young re expenditure incurred 
on certain returning to England. 1704. 

SON(g)- ^ 

Question re employment on railways of of railway servants. 654. 

SOBTER(S)— 

Question re attendance at the railway platforms of Railway Mail Service 

2547-49. 

SOUTH AFRICA— 

Question re — 

Acute financial condition • of Indian labourers in and Malaya. 335. 

Deputations and delegations to . 335-36.*^ 

Result of the recent Indian delegation to . 336. 

Hee also “ Africa ”, 


SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY— 
Set* “ Railway(s) 
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SPECIAL MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) REPEALING BILL— 

See '* Bill(s) 

SPECT4L PAY— 

' See “Pay". 

. SPBEOH(ES)— 

Motion for Adjournment re publication in the press of the Assembly 

HO ** 


STAFF— 

Question re — 

Cost of of various communities on Indian railways. 1074. 

Discharge of temporary in the Controller of Railway Accounts Office. 

1316-17. 

Government officers and retrenched. 377-78. 

Grievances of railway of the Howrah Goods Shed. 2781. 

Quarters of the Eastern Bengal Railway . 716-17. 

Superior on the various Port Trusts. 1231. 

Technical and cost of test rooms in the New Delhi and Agra Central 

Telegraph Offices. 1314. 

STAFF APPOINTMENTS— 

Question re promotion of Indian military officers to . 1931-32. 

STAFF COLLEGE— 

See “ College(s) ". 

STAFF, HOUSEHOLD AND ALLOWANCES OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL— 
Demand for Grant. 2288. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 933. 

STAFF OFFICERS— 

Question re and Financial Officers on State Railways. 1672. 

See also “ Officer(s) 

STAMPS— . 

Demand for Grant. 2268. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 932. 

Question re — ^ • 

Amount realised by sale of and postcards in the North-West Frontier 

Province. 1603-04. 

for letters addresse*! to postal officials. 651-52. 

STANDARD PLAN(S)— 

Question re for houses under the Eastern Command. 746-47. 

STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Election to the for the Department of Education, Health and Lands. 

1951. 

See also “ Committee(s) ". 

.STANDING COMMITTEE— 

Election to the on Emigration. 2490. 

See also “ Committee(s) 
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STANDING COMMITTEE FOR *ROx\DS-~ 

Election of members to the 1264, 1319. 

STANDING COMMITTEE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
HEALTH AND LANDS— 

Election of members to the . 1383. 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION— 

Election of nR‘ml)ers to the . 1826, 2415. 

STANDING FINn.\NCE COMMITTEE— 

Election of members to the . 1826, 1828, 2415, 2612. 

Election of members to the for railways. 2500. 

Election of the—. 1812-25, 1828. 

Election to the . 2490. 

STATE-MANAGED RAILWAY(S)— 

See ** Railway(s) 

STATE PRISONER(S>— 

Question re j)articular8 of . 43-44. 

STATE RAILWAYS— 

See Raihvay(s) ”. 

STATEMENT(S)— 

Draft Convention and Recommendations re protection against accidents of 
workers employed in loading and unloading ships. 2818-19. 

South Africa. 2963-65, 3012-14. 

STATEMENT(S) (LAID ON THE TARLE)— 

by Mr. G. M. Young re — 

Disposal of appeals by the Jmspecting Olficcr, Military Lands and Canton- 
ments, North.ern Command. 2854. 

Expenditure incurrecl on certain soldiers returning to England. 1704. 
Hindu-Miihamniadan High School, Ambala Cantonment. 2491. 
Horse-breeding grantees reported against. 165. 

Medical examination of lady passengers embarking at Calcutta for Rangoon. 
2912. 

Military Power Houses. 1811. 

Non-inclusion of certain resolutions in the agenda of a meeting of the 
Lahore Cantonment Board. 2616. 

Platforms, the erection of wliich has been condoned in Ambala Cantonment.- 
2491. 

Prosecutions instituted by the Executive Officer, Sialkot Cantonment. 2615. 
Rejection of an application for construction of a bungalow in Lahore Canton- 
ment. 2615. 

Taxation in Debra Dun Cantonment. 2794. 

Taxation in the Cawnpore Cantonment. 2730. 

by Mr. J. R. Blair re — 

Railway Hospital at Nagpur. 2969. 

Undistributed credit balance of a driver in a Mule Corps. 3029-30. 

— by Mr. P. R. Rau re — ^ 

Appointment of Chief Draftsman on the North Western R^lway. 2409. 
Contracts for unloading and stocking coal on the Great Indian, Peninsula 
Railway. 2617. * 

Head Draftsman, Loco. Heaquarters Office, North Western Railway. 2854. 
Leave for subordinates of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 2793. 
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STATEMENT (S) (LAID ON THE TABLE)— 

^jy Mr. P. B. Ran re — {concld.) 

Muslim clerks discharged from the office of the Chief Medical Officer, North 
Western Railway. 261Q. 

Officers dealing with establishment matters on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
2617. 

\ 

Reduction of certain appointments on State Railways. 2499. 

Schools lor children of railway employees at Gorakhpur. 2854. 

by Mr. T. Ryan re — ' 

Communities of postmen and inferior servants in Mussoorie Post Offices. 
2616. 

Contract for the conveyance of mails between Erode and Satyamangalam. 
2968. 

Motor mail contracts in Bombay, Madras and Bengal. 2967-68. 

Subsidy paid for the ^Mail IMotor Service between Salem and Athur. 2852. 
Travelling allowance paid on transfer to a Superintendent of Post Offices 
in Mysore. 1626. 

by Sir Evelyn How-ell rc — 

Allegations regarding political prisoners in the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince. 2793. 

Books prescribed by the (^liief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara. 2497. 
Picketing of lit} nor shops in the Noi*th-W'est Frontier Province. 2498. 

by Sir Lancelot Graham — 

Election expenses of candidates for election to the Legislative Assembly. 
155-65. 

by the Honourable ^Ir. H. G. Haig m — 

Pay of duftries and 10 per cent, cut in their pay. 2852. 

Presses asked to furnish security. 2788-92. 

by the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce re — 

Bad drainage of Ajmer City. 29G6-67. 

Birth and <leath rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 2966. 

Correspondence colleges in India. 2498. 

High death rate in ^tjmer. 2967. 

by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re — 

Action taken on Resolutions adopted by the Legislative Assembly. 813. 
Grant of extensions of service to officers of the Income-tax Department, 
Bombay. 1811. 

Net earnings on certain newly constructed railway lines. 2409-12. 

Number of Sikhs and iiuunbers of other communities on committees of the 
Round Table Conference. 2614. 

Period of tour of the Commis.sioiier of Income-tax, Bombiiy and Sind. 2729. 

by the Honourable Sir (Jeorge Schuster rr — 

Applications for revision of income-tax in the Bombay Presidont^y. 2613. 
Appointment of ^ruhamiiiiulaiis in the Railway Audit Services. 2853. 
A])poiiitment of Shikhs in the. Audit Office, Indian Stores Department. 
2853. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Currency Office, Lahore. 2670-71. 
Appointments in the Income-tax Department of Bihar and Orissa. 2671. 
Disposal of income-tax applications in Sind. 2414. 

Income-tax applications rejected by the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay 
Presidency. 2498. 

Old recortf sorters, jemadars and peons retained in the Government of India 
Secretariat. 28.52. 

Recruitment of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant Generill, 
Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 2490-91. 
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.STATEMENT(S) (LAID ON THE TABLE)— (co7ic/d.> 

by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re — (concld,) 

Report on the Howard-N ixon. Memorandum regarding iinancial questions 
arising out of the separation of Burma from India. 2224-29. 
Representation of Muslims in the Income-tax Department, Bengal. 2612-13. 
Representation of Muslims in the Income-tax Department, Bihar and Orissa. 
1704. 

Retrenchment in Accounts and Audit Offices. 1624-25. 

Return of fees deposited by applicants under the Indian Income-tax Act. 
2414. 

Sikh repreiSentation in regard to retrenchment in the Army Audit Office. 
2414. 

Success of candidates in Accounts Service Examinations. 2793. 

by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re — 

Alleged restrictions on the press in Bengal. 2413. 

Casualties among the police and public arising out of measures taken against 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. 2497. 

Classification of women political prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 1625. 

Cloth seized from the All-India Spinners Association. 2498. 

Government servants murdered in communal and political disturbances. 
2492-96. 

Number of convictions under the Ordinances in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. 2413. 

Number of political prisoners detained under recent Ordinances. 2409. 
Suspension or reduction of recruitment by the Public Service Commission. 
2499. 

Treatment of under-trial lady prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 1625. 

by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhoro re — 

Appointment of a Muhammadan as Town Inspector of Post Offices, Mus- 
soorie. 1626. 

Stores purchased by the High Commissioner for India. 1701-03. 

Sub-post offices in the Dehra Dun Division and communal composition of 
their staffs. 1625-26. 

re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Income-tax Department, Punjab. 1187. 
Examination of accounts in the Income-tax Department, Bombay. 1263. 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS— 

by the Honourable Sir George Rainy. 166, 493-94, 722, 937-38, 1188, 

1534-35, 2229-31, 2851-52. 

STATIONS)— 

Question re construction of a railway at Faridpur. 347. 

STATION MASTIiR(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged abuse by the , Amritsar, of the Assistant . 1379. 

Appointment of certain — ■ — on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 2023. 

Complaints against the Railway Company by the ex , Katni. 1227-28. 

Pay of Anglo-Indian and Indian Assistant at Delhi and Ghaziabad. 825. 

Pay of the Assistant at Simla. 825. • 

Promotion of Assistant in the Delhi Division of the North-Western 

Railway. 825. • 

Supply of wagons free to Dr. Driver by the , Lonavla. 1073. 

Traffic Inspectors, and Assistant — on the North Western Railway.* 

976. 
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STATIONERY AND PRINTING— 

Demand for Grant. 2341. 

STATUTCUIY RIGHTS— 

Question re to disability and family pensions. 2603. 

STEA^^ER(S)— 

Question re fees cdiarged from visitors to . 2015. 

STEEL PIPE(S)— 

Resolution re duties on galvanised iron and and sheets^ 1158-76. 

STENOGRAPHER(S)— 

Question re — 

Employment of a Hindu in the Finance Dejjartment. 1252-53. 

Non-employment of Muslim in the Finance Department. 1253-54. 

Qualifications of lady and typists on the North Western Railway. 

2395. 


STONEt- 

Question rc tenders for for the Hhakhar Dam Scheme. 650. 

STORE(S)— 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore re — 
purchased by the High Commissioner for India. 1701-03. 

STOREKEEPER (S)— 

Question re — 

Pay of clerkSj and checkers of the Indian Army Service Corps. 51-55. 

Terms of Service of officers, clerks, , etc., in the Indian Army Service 

Corps. 45-46. 

STORES DEPARTMENT— 

See “Indian Stores Department”, 

STRATEGIC RAILWAYS— NEW CONSTRUCTION AND OPEN LINE 
WORKS— 

Demand for Grant. 1583. 

STRATEGIC RAILWAYS— WORKING EXPENSES (INCLUDING APPRO- 
PRIATION TO DEPRECIATION FUND AND MISCELLANEOUS EX- 
PENDITURE)— 

Demand for Grant. 1582. 

STRONG, Mn. F. W.— 

Question re — 

Inspections made by , Commissioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 368-70. 

Office hours kept by — — , Commissioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 371. 

Travelling allowance drawn on inspection tours by , Commissioner of 

Income-tax, Bengal. 367-68. 

Visit to Kalimpong of , Commissioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 2486-87. 

STUDD, Mr. E.— ^ 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to <« 3 nsider Select Committee's report. 1111, 1112. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 167-74, 175. 

Rei^lution re recent Ordinances. 310-13. 
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STUDENT(S)— 

Question re-— 

Admission of of Tndiaii Universities to the Society of incorporated 

Accountants and Auditors, London. 647. 

Alleged assaults on and teachers in Chittagong. 437-38. 

Friction between crew staff and students of Jadabpur and Ichapur stations 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 991-92. 


SUB-DIVTSIONAL OFFICER(S)~ 

Question re — 

Recall ^f a i)rovision pass previously in possession of the , North 

Western Jlailway. 2382-83. 

Reduction in number of , Telegraphs. 2608. 

SUBEDAR.MAJOR(S)— 

Question re personal allowance refused to . 636 


SUB-INSPECTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Apprentice plate-layers appointed as permanent-way . 540. 

Reversion to time-keepers’ posts of certain permanent way. 640. 

SUBORDTNATE(S)-- 
Question re — 

Alleged racial discrimination in appointments of senior on the railways. 

628-29. 

Complaint about the treatment of at the Cawnpore Central Station. 

718. 

Leave for of the Bengal and North Western JRailway. 1»531. 

Leave rules for certain on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1068. 

Orders in certain offices ])rohibitiiig — from approaching members of the 

Legislature for redress of grievances. 707. 

Passage allowance of of non-Asiatic domicile. 993. 

Pension scheme for on the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 2596. 

Pressure on railway to vote for a municipal candidate at Gorakhpur. 

1525. 

Promoted granted Lee Concessions on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 1068. 

Promotion of an Anglo-Indian * on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 1070. 

Promotion of lower staff in the Engineering Department of the Great 

Tndian Peninsula Raihvay. 823. 

Promotion of in the Civil Engineering and- Traffic Departments, East 

Indian Railway. 2407. 

Revised cadres and promotion of in certain departments of the Groat 

. Indian Peninsula Railway. 1066-68. 

promoted on the East Indian and Oudh and Rohilkhand Railways. 

.2408. . 

Supersession of certain in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1064-65. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. P. R. Ran re leave for of tho 

Bengal and North Western Railway. 2793. 

SUBORDINATE ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question re success of candidates in examinations. 1^0. 

•SUBORDINATE OFFICES— 

Question re retrenchment in 


. 1613. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 




SUBORDINATE STAFF— 

Question re — 

Daily allowance of Engineering of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 710. 

Percentage of different communities on the of State railways. 1074. 


SUBSrDY(IES)— 


Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re 
Service between Salem and Athur. 2852. 


* paid for the Mail Motor 


SUBVENTFON— 

Grant of a to the North-AScst Frontier Province (Discussed under the 

Demand for Grant in respect of Foreign and Political Department). 
2290-2314. ‘ ^ 

Motion for Adjournmont rc grant of a to tlie North-West Frontier Pro- 

vince. 1701. 

Question re granted to the North- We.st Frontier Province. 2581, 2718. 

SUBWAY— 

Question re a d<*fective railroad — between Badami Bagh and Lahore 
railway stations. 1377-78. 

SUGA^l— 

Question re — 

Deputation of Indians to study manufacture. 1378. 

Money distributed for cane growing and sugar manuf ;u;tiire . 986. 

purchased for military consumption. 36‘2-G3. 


SUGAR-CANE— 

Question re prices of . 987. 


SUGAR INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See “ Bill(.s) 

SUGAR MERCHANTS— 

See “ Merchants 

SUHRAWARDY, Siit ABDULLAH— 

Appointment of on the Committee on Petitions. 937. 

Bengal Criminal Law Ameiulnicnt (Supplementary) Bill — 

^Fotion to consider. 1914. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2529. ^ , 

Election of to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 2729. 

Election of to the Standing Committee on Emigration. 2490. 

Expressions of regret on the death of the Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad 
Shaft. 17-19. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 100. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Constitutional issue. 1963. 

‘‘ Railway Board ” re — 

Conveniences of the travelling public. 1390. 

'Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1356, 1371. 

Public Suits Valiciation Bill — 

* Motion to postpone consideration. 2934-37, 2944. 
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SUHRAWARDY, Sir ABDULLAH— (concJd.) 

Question re — 

Alleged injustices to Muslim employees on the East Indian Railway. 2362. 
Indian army cadets admitted to Sandhurst. 2720. 

Terms for discharge of railway employees. 2363. 

SUKHRAJ RAI, Rai Bahadur— 7 

Election of to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1319. 

Question re — 

Arrest of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta on board an Italian ship. 548-60. 

Congress property seized by Cover nment. 435-36. 

Convictions under the new Ordinances. 338. 

Cut in pay of telephone operators. 2351. 

Cuts in low pay in the Local Governments and the Government of India. 
2360. 

Income-tax assessments on incomes below Rs. 1,000. 436. 

Non-attendance at a Durbar in the North-West Frontier Province. 339. 
Present repressive policy of the Government. 339. 

Refund to employees of the Posts and Telegraphs Department of deductions 
from their salaries. 2360. 

Seizure of buildings belonging to the Congress. 435. 

Seizure of Congress funds. 366. 

SUMMER— 

Question re retention of certain departments in Delhi during the . 39. 

SUMMER SESSION— 

Question re holding of the of the Legislative Assembly at New Delhi or 

Simla. 1381-82. 

BUNDAY(S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of concessions to clerks of the North Western Railway Offices for 

attending office on and holidays. 2403. 

Principles for grants out of the Penalty Fees Fund. 2589. 

penalty fees collected and method of their distribution. 2588-89. 

SUPERANNUATED OFFICERS— 

See “ Officer(s) 

SUPERANNUATION— 

Question re — < 

Discharge on the grounds of of a parcels clerk of Cawnpore. 1000. 

Retrenchment of officials on State Railways nearing the age of . 2354-55. 

SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND PENSIONS— 

‘Demand for Grant. 2341. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 935. 

SUPERINTENDENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the office of Transportation , Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 

way at Nagpur. 106. 

Abolition of the posts of of Wireless and Cash Branches of the office 

of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1507. 

Absence of the of the Wireless Branch of the office of the DirecttTr 

General of Posts and Telegraphs. 2017. 

Appointment of Indians as of post offices in Kashmir. 1946. * 
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SUPERINTENDENT(S)~(conc?rf.) 

Question re — {concld,) 

■Appointment of in the office of the Assistant Director of Ordnance 

Services (Provision). 1623. 

Appointment cjf , Wireless Branch, office of the Director Generali 

Posts and Telegraphs. 1508. 

Complaints against the of post offices, Salem. 989. 

Employment of a separate for the Wireless Branch of the office of the 

Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 2017-18. 

Hindu and Muslim of post offices in the Punjab Postal Circle. 992. 

Muslims appointed as Office and Head Clerks on the North Western 

and East Indian Railways. 194t5-46. • 

Reduction of clerical appointments and appointment of in the office of 

the Assistant Director of Ordnance Services (Provision). 1623. 

Reduction of pay of of po.st offices. 652. 

IRctrenchment of the post of of post offices at Dacca. 711-12. 

Travelling allowance paid on tran.sfer to a of post offices in Mysore. 

695. 

Statement (laid on the table) by Mr. T. Ryan re travelling allowance paid 
on transfer to a of post offices in Mysore. 1626. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION— 

Question rc number of clerks in >hc office of the — ' Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara 

and Central India! 2719. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE— 

Question re employment while on leave of Colonel Halland, Senior , Delhi. 

1126. 

SUPERIOR OFFICER(S)— 

See ‘‘ Officer(s) 

SUPERIOR SERVICES— 

See Servico(s) ”. 

SUPERIOR TELEGRAPH AND ENGINEERING BRANCHES— 

See Telegraph and Engineering Branches 

SUPERSESSION— 

Question re — 

of certain officers on the North Western Railway. 1599-1600. 

certain .subordinates in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1064-65. 

• • 

SUPF4RVISING STAFF— 

Question re strength of and o]#erating staff in the East Indian Railway 

Press, Calcutta and Howrali. 2219-21. 

SUPERVISION— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Executive Council ” re — 

Lack of over the coal t^all^a(*tions of railways. 21o5-/2. 

“ Railw’ay Board '\re — 

Lack of and control over Company-managed railways. 1447-62. 

• 

SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE— 

** Question re qualifications of engineers of the and Territorial army. 2473 «n» 
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SUPREME COURT— 

See ** Court(s) 

SUBCHARGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Exemption from imposed by the Indi.an Finance (Suiiplementary and 

Extending) Act. 808. 

on coal freight. 50. 

SURPLUS(ES)— 

Question re taxes and duties imposed by the Government of India and budget 
and* deficits. 2908-09. 

SURVEY OF INDIA— 

Demand for Grant. 2336. 

SWADESHI GOOD(S)— 

Question re advocacy of . 987. 

SWADESHI TRICYCLE— 

Question re. arrest for advertising a . 987. 

SWEET.AIEAT SHOP(S)— 

Question re byo-laws for and meat shops in Delhi. 2574. 

SYCE(S)— 

Question re family iiensions refused for -- — * killed on military service. 
SYKES, Mn, E. F.— 

Bengal Criminal Jjaw Amendment (.Supplementary) Bill- — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2438-42. 

Motion to amend clause 2. 2500-01, 25t)4. 

Demand for Grant in respect ot 

Indian Po.^ts and Telegraphs Department (including Working Expenses) 
2270-72. 

General I)iscu.ssif)ii of the General Budget. 1780-91. 

General Di.scussion of the Railway Budget. 1286-88. 

Indian Income-tax (Se -oiid .\mcndment) Bill — 

^Motion to refer to Select Committee. 195-97. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ hailwiiy *Hoar<l " /«— 

Conveniences of the travelling puhlic. 1393-94. 

Ropre.sentation of Muslims in the railway services. 1345. 

Question re — 

Classification of certain roads. 438. 

Criticisms of the D«3lhi Sewage Farm. 540-41. 

Instruction in landing for officers and men of the Air Force. 438-39. 
Money distributed for cane growing and sugar manufacture. 986. 

Prices of sugar-cane. 987. ^ 

Rates for common labour in the Delhi Province. 2(X)9. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2824-29. 

Consideration of clause 6 2874. 
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TAIT, Mu. JOHN— 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council ” rc — 

Avoidance of income-tax. 2096-99, 2117-18. 

Separation of F^urma from India. 2176-78, 2183, 2193. 

Question rc carriage of Air Mail between Rangoon and Karachi. 979-80. 

Wire and Wire Nail Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1026-28. 

1I4PIGANYIKA— 

Question rc — 

Amendment of the Trade Licensing (Jrdiiiance in * . 2556-57. 

Discrimination against Indians in . 1235-36. 

Levy of poll tax in for education. 2558. 

Representation of the interests of Indian settlers in . 2554-56. 

Segregation in . 1235. 

Taxation of Indians in . 1236-37. 

TATA AND SONS— 

Question rc contract for the Air Mail Service in India by Messrs. . 530. 

TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY— 

Question /r manufacture of galvanised corrugated sheets by the . 821. 

TATAS, Messrs. — 

Question rc — 

Galvanised c orrugated sheets obtainable from . 1239-40. 

Negotiations with a foreign tirm by , for erection of a sheet mill. 1230. 

Output on galvanised sheets from . 1230. 

TAX(ES)— 

Question re — 

Extension of the house-scavenging -- in Anihala Cantonment. 745-46, 1241, 
2215. 

House-scavenging in Eerozcj»ore Cantoiimeni. 30. 

Levy of a poll in Tanganyika for education. 255S. 

and duties imposed by the (Jovernment of India and Budget surpluses 

and deficits. 2908-09. 

TAXATION— 

Question re . — 

Heavy in Dehra Dun Cantonment. 74S. 

of Indians in Tanganyika. 1236-37. 

Statiunent (laid on the table) by Mr. G. M. Young rc— 

in Cawnpore Cantonment. 2730. 

in Debra Dun Cantonment. 2794. 

TAXES ON INC0:ME^ 

Demand for jjrant. 2267. 

TBA DISTRICTS EMIGRANT LABOUR BILL— 

See “Bill(s)»\ 
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TEACHEIf(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged assaults on students and in Chittagong. 437-38, 

Alleged lack of qualification of a in the Municipal Board City Boys' 

School, Ajmer. 374. 

Authority over of the East Indian Kailway School at Tundla. 67. 

Status as Government servants of the in the Railway School at Tundla. 

67. 

of Indian schools maintained by the East Indian Railway. 66. 

TECHNICAL OFFTCERS— 

See “ Officer (s) 

TECHNICAL STAFF— 

See “ Staff 

TELEGRAM(S)— 

Question re — 

Detention of a sent by Sardar Sant Singh. 1377. 

Interception of a addressed to Mr. Tom Williams. 813-16. 

Interception of a .•^ent by Miss Mira Ben. 2352-53. 

TELEGRAPH(S)— 

Question re — 

Memorials from Engineering Sui)ervisois, . 1509-10. 

Reduction in number of Sub-Divisional Officers, . 2608. 

TELEGRAPH AND ENGINEERING HRANCBES— 

Question re candidates appointed to the su])erior , Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 2716-17. 

TELEGRAPH ENGINEERING SERVICE(S)— 

Question re communities of engineers in the . 2475. 

See also “ Eingineering Services **. 

TELEGRAPH LINES— 

Question re circuits of entering New Delhi and Agra. 1315. 

TELEGRAPH MESSENGER(S)— 

Question re .system of payment for . 2597-98. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

AtgDlititinn of the post of Assistant Conservancy Inspector at the Central 
. 559-60. 

Pay of the Conservancy Inspector of the , Simla. 560. 

Result of installation of lest room.s at the New Delhi and Agra Central 
. 1314-15. 

Technical .staff and cost of test rooms in the New Delhi and Agra Centi.'il 
. 1314. 

Test rooms in the New Delhi and Agra Central . 1312-14. 

Utilisation of services of technical officers in the New Delhi and Agra 
Central . 1315. 

TELEGRAPH PEON(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of as postmen. 2591-92. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to Inspectors of . 2595. 

System of supplying uniforms to and postal — . 2592-95. 
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TELEGIIAPHIST(S)— 

Question re iiromotion of . 2606. 

TELEGRAPHIST POSTAL CLERKS— 

Hee “ Clerk(s) 

TELECiRAPHS CONSTRUCTION— 

Question re abolition of the appomtiiient of Deputy Assistant Engineer, — — . 
2607-08. 

TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the . 34. 

Employment of Afuslims in the . 1924-25. 

Muslims employed in the Indian . 1015-16. 

Recruitment to the subordinate Engineering Branch of the . 2599-2600. 

*ELEGRAPHS TEST ROOM(S)— 

Hee “ Test Rooiii(s) 

TELEPHONE OPERATOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of — — on a non-pensionable basis. 1075. 

Cut in pay of . 2351. 

TEMPORARY CLERKS— 

See “ Clerk(s) 

TEMPORA»Ry ENGINEERS— 

Question re termination of the .services of on .State Railways. 810-11. 

TENANTS— 

Question re dis])ute.s between the Tstiinrardar of Pisangan and his . 377. 

TENDERS— 

Question ip for stone for the Bhakhar Dam Scheme. 650. 

TERMS OF SERVICE— 

Question re of officers, clerks, storekeepers, etc., in the Indian Army 

Service Corp.'^. 45-46. 

TERRITORIAL A*RMY— 

Question re qualifications of Engineers t>f the Supplementary Reserve and 
. 2473. 

TEST ROOM(S)— 

Question re — 

Elimination of telegraph at Agra and New Delhi. 1315. 

Merits of the telegraph . 1315. 

Result of installation of at the Now Delhi and Agra Central Telegraph 

Offices. 1314-15. 

Technical staff and cost of in the New Delhi and Agra Central Tele- 

graph Offices. i^l314. 

in the New Delhi and Agra Central Telegraph Offices. 1312-14. 

THAKI5RSEY HOUSE-: 

** Question re expenditure by the pest office for the occupation of — 
Irwin House in ISombay. 2545-46. 
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THAMPAN/ Mb. K. P.— 

Motion re election of [Members to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 
1827. 

Motion re election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1813-14. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Executive Council ” re — 

Avoidance oi income-tax. 2104-05. 

“ Public Service Commission ” re — 

Inadequate retrenchment. 2325-28. 

Port Haj Cc^minittees Rill — 

[Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3005-06. 

Question re — 

Accounts of discoveries at Mohenjodaro. 2016-17. 

Amount of contributions from different nations to the League of Nations. 
2347-50. 

Compensation for theft by British soldiers in the British infantry Bazar, 
Bareilly. 2577. 

Memorials from Engineering Supervisors, Telegraphs. 1509-10. 

Non-issue of arms licences in Malabar. 1510. 

Refusal to exhibit certain jt^wellery at Mohenjodaro. 2016. 

Theft by British soldiers in the Bareilly British Infantry Bazar. 2576-77. 
Question (Supplementary) rc settlement of the communal problem. 2485. 
Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — • 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2869. 

Consideration of clause 6. 2S71-72. 

Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2979. 

THEFT— 

Question re^ 

Compensation for by British soldiers in the British Infantry Bazar, 

Bareilly. 2577. 

by Britisli soldiers in the Bareilly British Infantry Bazar. 2576-77. 

THE LA TRAFFIC— 

Question rc in New Delhi. 1613. 

THIRD CLASS— 

Question re — 

accommodation jjrovided for Secretariat employees moving to Simla 

from New Delhi. 2554. 

Women prisoners transferred t<i Lahore in a compartment. 1523-24. 

THROUGH CARkRIAGE(S)— 

Question re di.scontinuaiice of a on an East Indian Railway Express 

2216-17. 

TICKET(S)— 

Question re — 

Checking of of female travcdlers. 621. 

Recovery of fares from Sculhy.s and Fatirs travelling without . bl9. 

— —checking on the Ea.st Indian Railway. 1223-24; 

TICKET CHECKERS— 

Question re — 

Designation of on the East Indian Railway. 611-13. 

Reduction in the salary of travelling on the East Indian Railway. 1939. 
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TICKET CHECKING— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the staff. 616. 

House rent and mileage allowances of staff of the East Indian and 

Oudh and Jlohilkhand Railways. 621. 

Ineffectiveness of the crew system of railway . 1986. 

Moody-Ward and crew systems of . 1583, 1987. 

Moody-Ward system of railway . 611. 

Moody-Ward system of . 998-99. 

Railway systems. 2297, 2207-09. 

Success and cost of the :\roody-Ward system of . 618-ip. 

System of on the East Indian Railway. 618. 

System of on the North Western and En.st Indian Railways. 613-14. 

on Branch Lines of Asaiisol and Dinapore Divisions. 2210-11. 

on Main and Branch Lines. 2211. 

on the North Western Railway. 812. 

.sy.stem on the East Indian Railway. 1989-10. 

TICKET COLLECTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of . 2205-06. 

Casual leave and eate jillowance of crew stall and — ^ — of the East Indian 
Railway. 859-60. 

Di.scharge of Travelling Ticket Inspectors and . 621. 

Lady - — on the East Indian Railway. 2207. 

Pay t)f head at certain stations. 620. 

Posts of on the East Indian Railway pi’omoted to travelling ticket 

oxaniiners. 1940. 

TICKET EXA.M L\ KR(S)~- 
Question rc — 

Allowance.^ of guanls and . 615-10. 

Allowances of guards and — — on tli** East Indian Railwav. 998. 
Allowance.': of travollin;. . 2865-68. 

Allowances of travelling — and of guard.s and diivers. 1087-38. 

AiijM'als by ti'avi'lling • -—-of the* North Wtstmn Bailway. 621-22. 

Duties of t?avc*lling . 620, 621. 

E.xeess fare.s colU*cted hy travelling . 999. 

Pay and mileage allowance of — on the East Indian and North Western 
Railways. 617, 

Pay of travelling . 617. 

Posts of ticket colIeel«)!s on the East Indian Railway promoted to.travelling 
. 1940. 

Pre.ssure on to iiiirease their earnings. 619. 

Recruitment of travelling . 620. 

Re-examination of travelling . 2209. 

Use of waiting rooms hy travelling on the East Indian Railway. 969. 

TICKET INSPECTOR(S)— 

Question rc — 

Appeals of travelling . 616. 2206. 

Appeals of travelling to the Secretary, Railway Board. 1938-39. 

Discharge of travelling- and ticket collectors. 021. 

ReductiorPof i>ay of travelling on the East liulian Railway. 997-98 

Reductions of pay- and allowances of travelling . 61/. 

He-esaniination of certain travelling — — . 2094-95. 
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TlGKET PUNCHING MACHINE— 

Question re Hayman-Mahindra . 643. 

TIME KEEPER(S)— 

Question re — 

Ratio of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian in the Public Works Engi- 

neering Department. 539-40. 

Reversion to ’ posts oC certain Permanent-way Sub-Tnsptctors. 640. 

TIME LIMIT— 

Question re allowed for pension claims. 639-40. 

TIME-SCALE APPOINTMENTS— 

Question re selection posts converted into in the Punjab and North-West 

Frontier Postal Circle. 2205. ^ 

TIME TABLE(S)— 

Question re — 

English of the North Western Railway. 32-33. 

Monthly railway issued by the South Indian Railway. 1133. 

of classes at the Government High School, Ajmer. 376-77. 

TIMES OF INDIA-- 

Question re comment on the Meerut Conspiracy Case in the Annual. 

644-45. 

TIMING(S)— 

Question re — 

Inconvenient of the Grand Trunk Express. 648. 

Inconvenient of trains at Aligarh. 2012-13. 

Inconvenient of trains at Bukhtiarpore junction station. 629. 

TIN TUT, Mr.— 

Oath of Ofiice. 2347. 

TINNEVELLY— 

Question re alleged caning of pickets in . 532. 

TITLES— 

Question re for Hindus and Mussulmans. 557-68. 

TOUR(S)— 

Question re travelling allowance drawn on inspection by Mr. F. W. Strong, 

Conlhiissionev of Income-tax, Bengal. 367-68. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re period 
of of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay and Sind. 2729. 

TOWN(S)— 

Question re Military troops in and villages. 997. 

TOWN iNSPECTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Muhammadan as of Post Offices, Mussoorie. 877-78. 

De]ega4;ion of certain powers to of Post Office^ in the first class Head 

Offices. 2547. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Joseph Kfbore re appoint- 
ment of a Muhammadan as of Post Offices, Mussoorie. 1626 

See also “ In8pector(s) ”, 
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trade balance— 

Question re of India. 646. 

TRADE DISPUTES ACT— 

See “ Act(s) 

TRADE LICENSING ORDINANCE— 

See “ Ordinance(s) 

traders— 

Question re excess freight charged to by certain railways.^ 1228. 

TRAFFIC-CONTROLLER— 

Question re in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 981-82, 

traffic department— 

Question re promotion of subordinates in the Civil Engineering Department 
and , East Indian Railway. 2407. 

traffic inspector (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of on the North Western Railway. ,986. 

, ‘Station Masters and Assistant Station Masters on the North Western 

Railway. 976. 

TRAFFIC MANAGER— 

Question re North Western Railway. 2393. 

TRAFFIC iRECEIPTS— 

Question re passenger in the East Indian Railway. 1940. 

TRAFFIC RELIEVING STAFF— 

Question re allowances of of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1926-27. 

TRAFFIC SB,RVICE— 

Question re revision of the scale of pay of the local Engineering Service and 
. 2395. 

TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT— 

Question re complaints about a waiting room for relieving staff attending 
the District 's Office, Calcutta. 716. 

TRAIN(S)— 

Question re — 

Inconvenient timings of at Aligarh. 2012-13. 

Inconvenient timings of — ^ — at Bukhtiarpore junction station. 629. 

TRAIN CONTROLLERS— 

Question re appointment of Assistant on the North Western Railway* 

811-12, 827, 1257-58. 

train EXAMINER(S)— 

Question re — a 

Appointment of Lillooah Apprentices as electricians and . 1518. 

at junction stations. 628. 

TrtAiN SERVICE— ^ 

'Question re tho Lucknow-Lalmonirhat 2216. 


K 



264r 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


TRAINING— 

Question re — ■ 

Education and of certain employees in the East Indian llaihvav Work- 

shop at Lillooah. 567. 

and appointment of Special Class Railway apprentices. 996. 

of Bridge Inspectors on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 824-25. 

of Indian cadets for the Royal Air Force. 2560. 

Vocational in the Army. 817-18. 

TRAINING COLLEGE— 

See “ CoUage(s) ”. 

TRAINING SHIP— 

Question re increase in the number of cadets admitted to the “ Dutferii 

2585-86. 

TRANSFER(S)— 

Question re — 

Non of stalF of Rates and Claims Branches in the Groat Indian Penin- 

sula Railway. 1066. 

of Lieutenant-Colonel M. DockreH from Peshawar Cantonment. 748-49. 

TRANSFER CONCESSIONS— 

See. “ Concessions 

TRANSHIPMENT CHARGES— 

Question re — 

Refund of by the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1227. 

over the Johiila bridge realised by tlio Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1226-27. 

TRANSPORT— 

Question re facilities for salt in Karachi harbour. 705. 

TRANSPORT UNITS- 

Question re credit balances due to members of , Labour Corps, etc. 2385. 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT— 

Question re re-amalgamation of the Commercial and of the Great Indian 

Pen i nsul a Ra ilway . 1 937 .. 

TRANSPORT AT ION SUP E R I NT EN I) RNT(S>— 

See Superintendent(s) 

T<RAVELJiER(S) — 

Question re — 

Action taken against defaulting . 619-20. 

Admission to higher classes of servants of sick . 1134. 

.Checking of tickets of female*^ . 621. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE(S)— 

Question re. .paid on transfer to a Superintendent of Post Offices in 

Mysore. 695. 

See also “ Allowance(s) ”. 

TRAVELLING PUBLIC— 

See Public 

^RAVELLING TICKET CHECKER(S)— 

See “ Ticket Checker(s) 
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T?RAVELLTNG TICKET EXAMINERS— 

Question re — 

Appeals by of the North Western Railway. 621-22 

Duties of . 620, 621. 

Pay of . 617. 

Recruitment of . 620. 

See al.so ** Ticket Kxaminor(s) 

TRAVELLING TFCKP^T INSPECTORS 

Question re — 

Appeals of . 616. 

Discharge of and ticket collocdors. 621 . 

Rediiction.s of pay and allowaiTces of . 617. 

See also Ticket rnspector(s) 

TRIBUNAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Applications lor appointment of under the Trade Disputes Act. 1529. 

Institution of a to consider capitation charge.?. 1238. 

TRICYCLE-^ 

Question re arrest for advertising a Swadeshi . 987. 

TROOP(S)~- 

Question le — 

Amalgamation of the hospitals for British and Indian at Kamptee. 108. 

Clothing allowance of British and Indian . 2569. 

Co.st of relief and transfer of British — — . 3t5. 

De.spatch of British from India to China. 813. 

Despatch of to CMiittagong and arrest of absconders. 343. 

Hospital.? for British and Indian at Kamptee. 107-08. 

Hospitals for British and Indian in Military .stations. 109. 

Military in towns and villages. 997. 

Siihstitntion of Air Force Tnits for Ground on the Frontier. 2780-81. 

trusts— 

See Indian (Amendment) Bill ” under Bills 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Question re — 

Danger of infection from at the new Central Jail, Multan. 1224, 1522. 

Establisliment of a Sanatorium at Abbottabad. 2482. 

tundla— 

Question re — 

Authority over teachers of the East Indian Railway School at — . 67, 

Facilities for Hindu Railway employees at for the Dewali festival. 71. 

Managing Committee of the East Indian Railway Anglo-Wrnacular High 
School at . 6^-67. 

Status as Government servants of the teachers in the Railway School at 
. 67. • 

tcJCkman gate— j 

Question re dumping of rubbish outside the 


and Delhi Gate. 1238-39. 
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£rYPIST(S)— 

Question rc— 

Non-retrenchment of low-paid clerks and . 880. 

Pay of lady on the North Western Railway. 2395. 

Promotion of on the North Western Railway. 2395*96. 

Qiialiiications of lady stenographcrsvand = on the North Western Rail 

way. 2395. 


. u 

DNANI SYSTEM— 

Question re provision of the of treatment in New Delhi. 1243. 

UNDER SECRETARY(IES)— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of in the Finance Department. 1249*51. 

Appointment of in the Military Finance Department. 2020-21. 

UNIFORM(S)— 

Question rc system of supplying to telegraph and postal peons. 2592-95. 

DNIT(S)— 

Question rc replacement of Viceroy's Commissioned Officers by King's Commis 
sioned Officers in certain . 1927-28. 

UNITED PROVINCES— 

Question rc — 

East Indian Railway passes issued to the Deputy Postmaster General, 

Postal Circle. 2096. 

Recruitments in the Postal Circle. 2096. 

UNIVERSITY(IES)— 

Question rc — 

Admission of students of Indian to the Society of Incorporatcc 

Accountants and Auditors, London. 647. 

Cambridge examinations. 2472-73. 

UNREASONABLE ACTION— 

Question ro reported on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 735. 

UNTOUCHABLE CASTE(S)— 

See'^ under Hindu (Removal of Disabilities) Bill ** under ** Bills 

939-40. 

UPPER DIVISION— 

Question re appointment of Siklfs to the in certain Government offices 

822. 

UPPI SAHIB BAHADUR, Mr.— 

Election of to the Standing Committee for Roads. 1319. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board re conveniences of the travelling public. 1391-92. 
Question re — 

Abolition of the lowest selection grade examination fot the Post Office 

2659. 

A)>olitjon of the post of Assistant Engineer, .Archaeological Department 
Agra. 2.S68. 
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UPPI SAHIB BAHADUR, Mr.— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Age of Babu Khushi Mohamed, late Chief Goods Clerk, North Western 
Railway, forced to retire. 2784. 

Alleged discontent amongst Muslim employees in the Government of India 
Secretariat and Attached Ofiiyes. 2783. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Punjab and Madras Income-tax Depart- 
ments. 69-70. 

Delay in release of a prisoner after payment of a line. 1663. 

Expenditure incurred in conducting the lowest selection grade examination 
in the Post Office. 2660. 

Grant of advance increments or special pay to Muslims in the Government 
of India Offices. 2783-84. 

Introduction of lower division clerkships in the Postal Department. 2661- 

62 . 

Overtime allowance paid for sorting English mail. 2661. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Punjab Income-tax Department. 68-69. 

Pay of second division clerks in tlio Goveriinient of India Secretariat. 68. 
Payment of an honorarium to Mr. Page of the Arclueological DepaHment 
for preparation of a Buddhist design. 2356. 

Percentage of lliiidiis and ^Muslims in the Arcliseological Department. 
2358-59. 

Post^ wdth special pay in the Government of India held by non-Muslims. 
2782-83. 

Promotion of certain Town Inspectors of Post Offices. 2013. 

Promotion of postmen as lower division clerks. 2662. 

Promotions to the lowest selection grade in the Post Office. 2660. 

Rent paid for the Bow Bivzar Post Office. 2663. 

Report of the Arclueulogical Department. 2356-57. 

Retirement of Postal Officials of 55 years of age or 30 years' service. 2662. 
Hotreiichment in the Archieological Department. 2357-58. 

Retivnchinent of Muslim railway servants. 2360. 

Subsidy paid for the mail motor service between Salem and Athur. 1923. 


V 

VACANCY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Promotions in leave on the North Western Railway. 564. 

for members of minority coniiuunities in Central Government Depart- 
ments. 2086-87. 

VAIDS— 

Question re Ayurvedic dispensaries in Delhi and lack of Sikh Hakims or . 
2571. 

VAN PEON(S)— 

See “ Peon(8) 

VEGETABLE GHEE— 

Question re erection of a factory at Bombay for the manufacture of . 46. 

t 

VERNACULAR PRESS— 

Question re lAe of the for railway publicity. 875-* 6. 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL— 

Question re staff of tl^o Mhow Cantonment. 358. 
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VETERINARY SERVICES, CIVIL— 

Demand for Grant. 2339. 

VICEROY, HIS EXCELLENCY THE— 

Address by to the Members of the Legislative Assembly. 1-12. 

Message from and Governor General — 

Appointing dates for the presentation and discussion of the General Bud- 
get. 1016-17. 

Appointing dates for the presentation and discussion of the Railway 
Budget. 1016. 

Appointing the Honourable Sir George Rainy to perform the functions 
assigned to the Finance Member on the occasion of the general discussion 
of the Railway Budget. 1017. 

Declaring certain heads of expenditure to be open to discussion by the 
Legislative Assembly when the Budget is under consideration. 1017. 

Be the allotment of an additional day for the discussion of the Demands for 
Grants. 1865. 

Question re appointment of Sikhs to the Office and Press of the Private 

Secretary to , etc. 1677-78. 

See also “ Governor Gleneral, His Excellency the 

VICEROY’S COMMISSIONED OFFICERS— 

Question re replacement of by King’s Commissioned Officers in certain 

Units. 1927-28. 

VILLAGES— 

Question re military troops in towns and . 997. 

VISIT(S)— 

Question re letter to Mauivi ^rohammad Shafet Daudi re his to the 

North-West Frontier Province. 1613-17. 

VISITOR(8)— 

Question re— 

Fees charged from to steamers. 2015. 

Provision of a non-official for the Ajmer Central Jail. 2568. 

VIZAGAPATAM HARBOUR, CAPITAL OUTLAY ON— 

Demand for Grant. 2344. 

VOLUNTEERS— 

Question re for retirement in the office of the Director General of Posts 

and Telegraphs. 1507. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING— 

Question re in Ordiiiince and Clothing Factories. 1261. 

VOTERS— 

Question re incorrect lists of in the North-West Frontier Province. 2483 


w 


WAGON(S)— 

Question re supply of free to Dr. Driver bv tlie Station Master, Lena via. 

1073. 

\VA1T1NG ROOM(8>— 

Question re — 

Complaints about a for relieA-ing stalT attending the District Traffic* 

Superintendent’s Office, Calcutta. 716. 
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WAITING J[lOOM(S)— (co7irZrf.) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Construction of at stations on the Jhiklitiarpore- Bihar Light Railway. 

629. 

Lack of a at Kosma. 236iL 

Use of by Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian Railway. 

969. 


WAJIHUDDIN, Khan Bahadur HAJI— 

Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 942. 

^ Child Marriage Restraint (Repealing) Bill — 

Motion for leiive to introduce. 941-42. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1784-85. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Representation of. Muslims in the railway services. 1350-52. 

Public Suita Validation Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2950. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the ticket checking staff. 616. 

Action taken against defaulting iraveller.s. 611;-20. 

Alleged la<-k of ((ualification of a teacher in the Municipal Board City Boys* 
School, Ajmer. 374. 

Allowances of guards and ticket examiners. 615-16. 

Amount of graiit-in-aid made to the t*du<*ation fund of the Municipal Board, 
Ajmer. 375. 

Appeals by travelling ticket examiners of the North AVestern Railway. 
621-22. 

Appeals in cantonments. 2215-16. 

Appeals of travelling ticket ins])ecfors. 616. 220(5. 

Appointment of a MuhaniimHlaii as Town Inspector of Post Offices, 
Mu.ssoorie. 877-78. 

.Appointment of a Muslim a« Assistant Commissioner of rncomc-tax. 2573. 
Appointment of a Muslim a.s Commissioner of Income-tax in the Punjab, 
North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 2573-74. 

Appointment of certain Station Masters on the Bombay, Jlaroda and Cen- 
tral Tiulia Railway. 2023. 

Appointment of Head Mistress of the Municipal Citv Girls* School, Ajmer. 

374. 

Appointment of Indians to high offices and to Advisory Committees on rail- 

w’ays. 106. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Raihvay Audit Service. 2392. 

Appointment of Muslima to the Office of the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara. 

2023. 

Appointment of Muslims to variou-s appointments in Ajnier-Merwar 

2021 - 22 . ^ 

Appointment of ticket c<dlectoTs. 22(^5-06. 

Bad drainage of Ajmer City. 2390. 

Birth and death rates in Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 

• • 

Checking of tickets aof female travellers. 621. 

Qpmmunal ineoualities in the North-West Frontier Province. 2403. 
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WAJIHUDDIN, Khan Bahadur HAJI~(contd.) 

Question re — {contd.) 

Communities of postmen and inferior servants in Mussoorie post of&ces. 877. 
Designation of ticket checkers on the East Indian Railway. 611-13. 

Discharge of Travelling Ticket Inspectors and Ticket Collectors. 621. 
Disposal of establishment cases in the Income-tax Department in the Punjab, 
Nortli-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 2573. 

Disputes between the Istimrardar of Pisangan and his tenants. .377. 

Duties of travelling ticket examiners. 620, 621. 

Kleetioii H)f Chairman of the Ajmer Muuici))al Board. 2390-91. 

Employment of Muslims in the Income-tax Jlepnrtment. 2572-73. 
Establishment of Tuberculosis Sanatorium at Abbottabad. 2482. 

Excise rev’eiiue collected by tlio Jjocal Administration in Ajmer-lVlerwara. 
2389. 

Exemption of motor cars from octroi duty in Ajmer-Merwara. 2389. 
Expenditure of the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2389. 

Expulsion of certain citizens from Mhow Cantonment. 2212-13. 

Extension of the House-Scavenging Tax in Ambala Cantonment. 2215. 
Foregoing excess fares on the East Indian Railway. 816-17. 

High death rate and infant mortality in Ajmer. 2391. 

House rent and mileage allowances of ticket checking staff of the East 
Indian and Oiidh and Rohilkhand Railways. 621. 

Income and expenditure of the Excise Department, Ajmer-Merwara. 2390. 

. Incorrect lists of voters in the .North-West Front i<‘r J^rovince. 2483. 

Lack of a waiting room at Kosma. 2363. 

Lady ticket collectors on the Faist Indian Railway. 2207. 

Jioss of excess fare receipt book. 2210. 

Miiiimuin marks required for passing into a hightu* standard in schools in 
Ajmer-Merwara, llajputana, etc. 2387. 

Minimum pass marks in .schools in Jlajpntana and Delhi. 2388. 
Miscellaneous expenditure of the .Vjmer Miinici])al Board. 2389. 
Moody-Ward .system of railway ticket chocking, (ill. 

New ajipointmeiits in the Income-ta-x Dej)artnient in the Punjab, North- 
West Frontier Province and Delhi. 2572. 

Non-appointment of qualified Mu.sliins in Ajmer-Merwara. 2022, 2023. 
Number of Muhammadans in the Railw^ay Audit Service. 2392. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu po.stmen in certain Sub-Divisions. 876-77. 
Octroi duties imposed by the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2391. 

Octroi duty paid by the Weaving Mills at Anasagar. 2391. 

Opinion qf the Ea.st Indian Railway authoritie.s on the crew s^'stem. 614-15. 
Pay and mileage allowance of Ticket Examiners on the East Indian and 
North Western Railways. 617. 

Pay of head Ticket Collectors at certain stations. 620. 

Pay of Travelling Ticket Examiners. 617. 

Pressure on ticket examiners to increase tlieir earnings. 619. 

Promotion of «aj-War Service men on raihvays. 1262-63. 

Provision of an Elected Board for Peshawar Cantonment. 2482. 

Provision of the TJnoni system of treatment in New Delhi. 1243. 

Railway ticket checking systems. 2207-09. ^ 

Recovery of faros from Sadhvs and Fakirs travelling without tickets. 619. 
Recruitment of travelling ticket examiners. 620. • 

Recruitment of tw^o unqualified non-Muslim dorks in Ajmer-Merwara. ^2022. 
Reductions of pay and allowances of Travelling ^Ticket Inspectors. 617. 
Ue-examination of travelling ticket examiners. 2209. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


271 


WAJIHUDDIN, Khan Bahadur HAJl — (concld,) 

Question re — {concld.) 

Refunds in respect of excess fares recovered. 2210. 

Refusal of disability pensions to certain discharged military men. 1693-94. 
Representation of Dargah and Puslikar and of clotli and sugar merchants 
on the Ajmer Municipal Board. 2391. 

Scholarships awarded at the Government Central Girls’ School, Ajmer. 375. 
Sub-Post Offices in the Dehra Dun Division. 876. 

Success and cost of tlie Moody-Ward system of ticket cliecking. 618-19. 
Suggestions for retrenchment in the Ajiner-Merwara Education Department. 
376. 

Supply of ice and mineral water on the £a«t Indian Railway. 2213-15. 
System of ticket checking on the East Indian Railway. 618. 

System of ticket checking on the North Western and East Indian Rail- 
ways. 613-14. 

Terniinati<m of the services of certain employees on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway. 2024-25. 

Ticket cliecking on Branch lines of Asansol and Dinapore Divisions. 2210- 

11 . 

Ticket checking on Main and Branch Lines. 2211. 

Ticket checking on the North Western Railway. 812. 

Time-table of cla.sses at the Government High School, Ajmer. 376-77. 

Use of waiting rooms by Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 
Railway. 969. 

WALL(S)— 

Question ro re-flooring and rolining of in Uie North Western Railway 

Headiiuarters Office. 2401. 

WAR— 

Question re — 

Payment of family pensions in respect of casualties in the Great . 2906- 

07. 

Pension of certain milita \v men in(Teas<*d by rc-empIoyment during the 
Great . 2602. 

Pensions granted to ranks re-engaged for the Great — 036. 

Pensions of ranks re-engaged for tlio Great . 1690-91. 

Temiiorary increment in pre- military pensions. 639. 

WAR BOND(S)— 

Question re disposal of interest accruing on S.avings Bank deposits and 

held b.v Muslims. 106-07. 

WAR SERVICE— 

Question re promotion of ex railway men. 2204. 

WAR SERVICE MEN— 

Question re promotion of ex on railways. 1262-63. 

WARDEN— 

Question re appointment of Bnrsar and in the Lady Tlardinge Medical 

College, New Delhi. 44. 

WARRANT OFFTCER(S)— • 

Question re suiylus and non-commissioned officers of the Indian Army 

Ordnance Corps. 1240. 

WAlt^ AND WARD DEIJARTMENT- 

Question re expenditure on the on Railways. 626. 
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WATER— 

Question re supply of filtered , lighting, etc., in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

2562-63. 

WATER CHARGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Quarterly bills for in New Delhi. 1929-30. 

Staff employed on the assessment and collection of electric and in Delhi. 

977-78. 

WATERMAN(EN)— 

Question re grievances of Muslim on the North Western Railway. 105-06. 

WATER METER— 

See Meter(s) 

WATER-RATES-, 

Question re canal in the North-West Frontier Province. 64. 

WATER SUPPLY— 

Question re — 

Additional necessary in Delhi in case of stopi)age of the Simla exodus. 

40. 

of Ajmer. 2360-61. 

WATER TAP(S)— 

Question r^— 

Lack of in Railway quarters at Paharganj. 826-27. 

Lack of in the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 2552. 

WATSON, Sill CHARLES— 

Oath of Office. 2903. 

WEALTH— 

Question re national remittances, income.s, pay and allowances, etc. J38<J. 

WEAVING MILL(8)— 

Question re octroi duty paid by the at Anasagar. 2391 . 

WEIGHT(S)— 

Question re record of of political prisoners in the Ajmer Central Jail 

2568. 

WHEAT— 

Question re — 

American imported into India. 71-72. 

Prices of at Cawnpore and Lyallpur. 536-37. 

WHEAT IMPORT DUTY BILL— 

See Bill(s) 

WHEAT IMPORT DUTY (EXTENDING) BILL— 

See “BilKs)”. 

WIDOW(S)— 

Question re pensions admissible to and mothers of decea.sed ranks. r)3<, 

1691. 

See also “ Hindu Right of Inheritance Bill *’^under ** Bill(s) 
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WIL AYATULLAH, Khan Bahadur H. M. — 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2736, 2750. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2803-05, 2806, 2808, 2809. 

General Discussion of tlie General Budget. 1787-88. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 205. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the ihosquc of Kucha 
Rahman. 2003. 

Nomination of to the House Committee. 1017-18. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the office of Transportation Superintendent, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway at Nagpur. 106. 

Decline in the export trade of hides and skins. 2907-08. 

Disposal of interest accruing on Savings Bank deposits and War Bonds 
held by Muslims. 106-07. 

Injustice to Muslims in the Postal Deija-rtment. 1947. 

Prosecutions under the Foreign Relations Ordinance. 1231. 

Traffic Controller in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 981-82. 

Use of the vernacular press for railway publicity. 875-76. 

WILLIAMS, Mr. TOM— 

Question re interception of a telegram addressed to . 813-16. 

WIRE— 

Question re barlwd fence round the office of the Quartermaster General 

in Simla. 2570. 

WIRE AND WIRE NAIL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See “HilKs)”. 

WIRELESS APPARATUS— 

Question re orders for for railway centre.s in India. 819. 

WIRELESS BRANCH— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of Superintendents of and Cash Branches of 

the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1507. 
Absence of the Superintendent of the of the office of the Director Gene- 
ral of Posts and Telegraphs. 2017. ^ 

Appointment of Superintendent, , office of the DirA‘tor General, Posts 

and Telegraphs. 1508. 

Employment of a separate Superintendent for the of the office of the 

Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 2017-18. 

WOMAN(EN)— 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Alleged maltreatment of political prisoners. 2283, 2408, 2442-63. 

Question re — 

Accommodation of prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 24/0. 

Alleged rough haWliiig of a prisoner. 1523. 

Anglo-TncUan retained in officiating vacancies in the Madras General 

Post Office. 633-34. 

Api)ointment of — • — police in Delhi. 530. 

Classification of — political prisoners. 1524. 
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WOMAN(EN)— (concW.) 

Question re — (concld.) 

Higher education of from centrally administered areas. 988-89. 

Number 9 f arrested and imprisoned for political offences. 2580. 

STibjection of to lathi charges. 2579. 

Training College for in the Centrally administered areas. 989. 

prisoners transferred to Lahore in a third class compartment. 152^ 

24. 

Statement (laid on tlie table) by the Honourable Sir James Crerar re classi- 
fication of political prisoners in the Delhi Jail. 1625. 

WOMEN POLICE— 

See “Police”. 

WOOD, Sin EDGAR— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider Select Committee’s Report. 1096-98, 1101, 1109. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

“ Railway Board ” re — 

Future of the Railway Board and the constitutional aspect. 1547-50, 
1566. 

Oath of Office. 327. 

Resolution re establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 591-92. 

WOODMORE, Me. S. B.— 

Question re promotion of officiating Chief Draftsman, North Western 

Railway. 5^. 

WOOD PULP— 

Question re importation of into India. 652-53. 

WORK— 

(Resolution re Jiours of in coal mines. 1177-81. 

WORKER(S)— 

Statement re Draft Convention and recommendations re protoctiori against 
accidents of employed in loading and unloading ships. 2818-i9. 

WORKING EXPENSE(S)— 

Que.stion re income and r of Banks and Firms. 649-50. 

WORKING EXPENSES— ADMINISTRATION— 

Demand for Excess Grant. 929-30. 

WORKING EXPENSES— ADMINISTRATION (RAILW.WS) - 
Demand for Grant. 1581. 

WORKING KXPKNSFS— RKP.41RS AND MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 
(RAILWAYS)— 

Demand for Grant. 1681. 

WORKING HOURS— 

Que.stion re of the Bengal and North-Western Railway staff. 1531. 

WORKMAN(EN)— 

Question re — 

Ages of superannuated on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 

1527-28. 

Amendments of Acts affecting . 339. 

Retrenchment of officers and on the North Western Rnilwa;^ . 2396.» • 

See also “ Employers and (Disputes) Repenling*'Bill ” vinder “ Billfs) 
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WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See ‘'.BilKs) 

WORKSHOP(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment and promotion of an “ outsider ” in the Lillooah Railway 
. 1621. 

Appointment of apprentices of the Lillooah Railway — — . 1617-18, 1520-21. 

Appointment of Indians as foremen, etc., in Military , etc. 2400. 

Communities of chargemen appointed in the East Indian Railway at 

Lucknow. 667. , 

Education and training of certain einploj^ees in the East Indian Railway 
iit Lillooah. 567. 

Limiting the number of apprentices in the Lillooah Railway . 1519-20. 

Paucity of Hindus in on the North Western Railway. 2398-99. 

Recruitment and promotions in the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
at Gorakhpur. 1530*31. 

Retrenchment in the Moradabad Engineering . 2405. 

Transfer of the Works Manager, Lillooah . 1521-22. 

WORKS MANAGER(S)— 

Question re — 

Retrenchment of , etc., of the Loco, and Carriage Shops, North Western- 

Railway. 2397. 

Transfer of the , Lillooah Workshop. 1521-22. 

■ ‘ • •' ’ f; •. :• \ 

X • ' 

X-RAY INSTITUTE— 

Question re abolition of the at Dehra Dun. 820-21. 


Y 

YAKUB, Sib MUHAMMAD— 

Expressions of regret on the death of the Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad' 
Shafi. 20. 

Indian Inoome-tiix (Second Ainendmont) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 174-75. 17R. 181, 201. 

Motion for Adjournment re arrest and internment of Mahatma Gandhi. 73. 

YAMIN KHAN, Mr. MUHAMMAD— 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2295-97. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 2612. 

Expressions of regret by on the death of — 

Mr. F. W. Allison. 2669. 

Mr. K. V. Rangaswaini Iyengar. 2611. 

Sir Bomanji Dalai. 3028. 

The Honourable ^fian Sir ^rubnnimad Sliafi. 16. 

Foreign Relations Bill- 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 2750-53, 2765. 

Consideration of danse 2. 2772-73, 27/ t, 2805, 2818. 

• Consideration of clause 3. 2821, 2883-84. 

Motion to pass. 2900-01. 
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'YAMIN KHAN, Mk. MUHAMMAD — (concld.) 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1277-79. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill — 

.Motion to re-ciroulate. 961-62. 

Hindu Widows’ Right of Inheritance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 83-84. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Excesses of the police in Delhi and desecration of the mosque of Kucha 
Rahman. 2000-02, 2003. 

rc election of IMembers to the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Customs ” re — 

Insufficient economy effected by Government under “ Customs 2246-47. 
“ Executive Council ” re — 

Indianisation of the Army. 2118-25, 2142-43. 

Port Haj Committees Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3005. 

‘Question (Supplementary) re — 

Dumping of rubbish outside the Turkman and Delhi Gates. 1239. 

Secret European circular re the Reforms. 2725. 

Report on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma 
from India. 3020, 3024. 

Resolution re — 

Chief Justices of High Courts. 143-45. 

Recent Ordinances. 305-07. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Hill — 

Motion to pass. 2878. 

Wheat Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

J^lotion to consider. 692-93. 

Motion to insert new clause 3. 692, 693. 

TOUNG, Mb. G. M.— 

Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 397. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 623, 525. 

Motion fSr exten.sion of time for prc.scntation of the Report of the Select 
Committee . 1036 . 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 1755. 

Motion to consider. 2912-14, 2923. 

Motion to pass. 2925. 

Motion to reduce Demand for — 

Executive Council ” re — 

Indianisation of the Army. 2135-40. 

‘Statement (laid on the table) by re — 

Disposal of appeals by the Inspecting Officer, Military Lands and ( anton- 
ments. Northern Command. 2854. 

Horse-breeding grantees reported against. 165. 

Military power houses. 1811-12. 

Taxation in Debra Dun Cantonment. 2794. 
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Z 


ZAMINDAR(S)— 

Question re income-tax on dues received by . 


1381. 


ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, Dr.— 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of — 

Appropriation from tlie Reserve Fund. 930-31. 

Working Expenses Administration. 929, 930. 

Demand for Grant in respect of — 

Foreign and Political Department. 2300-01. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 1830. 

Appropriation from tho R«»serve Fund. 1833. 

Miscellaneous Expenditure. 1832. 

Election of to the Council of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 
440. ' 

Election of to tho Standing Finance Committee. 2490. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motion to consider and to circulate. 2734-40, 2756. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2773-75. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2888. 

Motion to pass. 2897-98. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1779-84, 1806. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1264-68 
Indian Air Force Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2924. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion t«) refer to Select Committee. 167, 209. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to n*fer to Select Committee. 2973-74. 

Motion for election of members to the Standing Committee for the Department 
of Education, Health and Lands. 1019. 

Motion re election of members to the Standing Finance Committee for Rail- 
ways. 1826. 

Motion rr election of the Standing Finance Committee. 1812-13, 1815, 1816. 
Motion to reduce Demand for — 

** Executive Council ” re — 

Retrenchment. 2045-51. 

** Railway Board ” ren — 

Abolition of the Railway Board. 1325-26, 1328, 1329. 

Railway retrenchment policy. 1416, 1418, 1419, 1420, 1433-34. 
Representation of Muslims in the railway services. 1356. 

Motion to take tho Report of the Public Accounts Committee into consider- 
ation. 1184-85. 

Point of order raised by whether when Government are asked whether 

they hav^ certain information, they are entitled to reply merely that they 
are not aware of it. 2214, 

Public Suits Validation Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration. 2947-48. 
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i. ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, IJr. — {conid.) 

Question re — 

Accountants’ posts on the North Western Railway. 710. 

Administration of State Railways. 65. 

Allegations agaisist the Deputy Chief Accounts Officer, General Branch, 
Ratit Indian Railway. 556-57. 

Allegations in regard to Railway apprentices in Jamalpore. 67-68. 

Allegations regarding officers on special duty. 1125-26. 

Allegations regarding political prisoners in the North-West Froiititr Pro- 
vince. 64-66. 

Allegations regarding the quality of food supplied to prisoners. 64. 

Arrests in the North-West Frontier Proviiffie. 331-32. 

Avoidance of break in service of Railway officials retrenched and re-enf- • 
ployed. 360. 

Canal water-rates in the North-West Frontier Province. 64. 

Casual leave and gate allowances of crew stalf and ticket collectors of the 
East Indian Railway. 359-60. 

Competitive examinations for Accountants. 711. 

Cost of the Railway Court of Inquiry. 107. 

Decline in the export trade of hides and skins. 2907-08. 

Employment of Muslims in the East Indian Railway. 3027. 

Gold in the Currency Reserves in India and England. 63-64. 

Grievances of Muslim watermen on the North Western Railway. 105-06. 
Grievances of postal officers. 362. 

Hide Cess Enquiry Committee’s Report. 641. 

Inconvenient timings of trains at Aligarh. 2012-13. 

Insufficient food and blankets for prisoners in the North-West Frontier 
Province. 333. 

Leave rules on the North Western Railway. 708-09. 

Muslims appointed to the Political Department in the North-West Frontier 
Province. 2544. 

Powers of Agents and Divisional Superintendents on railways. 65-66. 
Prisoners exposed to the cold in the North-West Frontier Province. 332-.33. 
Provision of quarters for the staff of the Rail wav Clearing Accounts OffiiO. 
Delhi. 2561. 

Pnrcha.se of the Bengal and** North-Western Railway. .360-61. 

Railway system of accounting. 2095. 

Re-examination of certain travelling ticket inspectors. 2094-95. 

Revenue derived from hides and skins export duties. 641-42. 

Rever.sion to Jower posts of officiating men on the North Western Railway. 
71(tll. ^ 

Rumoured intention to use hounds to disperse crowds in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 333. 

Seniority lists of staff of the Chief Accounts Office, North Western Rail- 
way. 707-08. 

• Ticket checking on the Eaet Indian Railway. 1223-24. 

Work of the Railway Retrenchment Sub-Committee and tho Expert Com- 
mittee. 361. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Abolition of the crew system of the East Indian Railway. 643. 

Abolition of the lowest selection grade examination in the post office. • 1943, 
1944. 

Accounts of discoveries at Mohenjodaro. 2017. « 

Allocation of seats in the Legislative Assembly and jDounril of State to t ^ 
North-West Frontier Province. 2683. 
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ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, Du.— (contti.) 

Question (Supplementary) re — {contd,) 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners. 2366, 2367, 2368. 

Allowances of travelling ticket examiners and of guards and drivers. 1938. 
Amount of contributions from different Nations to the League of Nations. 
2350. 

Appeals by travelling ticket examiners of the North Western llailway. 622. 
Appointment of Muslims on the North Western Railway. 1619. 

Appointment of Muslims to ministerial establishments of the Central Gov- 
ernment. 2088. • 

Appointment of ticket collators. 2206. 

Appointment of Under Secretary in the Finance Department. 1250, 1251. 
Arrests made and properties confiscated under the Ordinances in the North- 
West Frontier Province. 437. * 

CoiiLiiiercial audit in Government factories. 1934. 

Contract for clothing entrusted to Messrs. Hoe <& Co. 1132. 

Conversion of pensions of members of the Indian Medical Department drawn 
abroad. 1130. 

Cost of British and Indian soldiers and officers in India. 2010. 

Cost of divisional organisation *.11 Indian Railways. 027-28. 

Costly electrification s(?heme on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1936. 
Currency and Exchange policy of the Government. 646. 

Deposits, loans and cash credits of other banks with the Imperial Bank of 
India. 1063. 

Deputations and delegations to South Africa. 330. 

Designation of ticket checkers on the East Indian Hailway. 611, 613. 
De.structiou of insufficiently stamped postcards. 38. 

Disposal of interest accruing on Savings Hank deposits and War Bonds held 
by Muslims. 106-07. 

Distinction between light and heavy “ Lathi ’’ charges. 2579. 

Employment of Hindus on the North Western Railway. 993-94. 

Employment of Muslims in the Telegrai)h Department. 1925. 

Expenditure on the Ecclesiastical Department. 2352. 

Female education in centrally administered areas in British India. 988. 
Floating debt of the Government of India. 1064. 

Flogging of political prisoners in the North-West Frontier Province. 49. 
Fly nuisance in New Delhi. 883. 

Foregoing excess fares on the East Indian Railway. 816^ • 

Gold exported from, and imported into, India. 531-32.1 ^ 

Grant-iu-aidi for the Girls* School in Saugor Cantoiinieiit. 1933. 

Grievances of the Muslim Conimiinity against the Public Service Commis- 
sion. 2085-86. 

Hawking of mutton in N«»w Delhi. 978. 

liu*o!ne and' exponditun* from C^iistonis and administration of Karachi and 
income-tax in Sind. 359. * 

Incorrect lists of voters in the North-West Frontier Province 2483. 
Increase in the number of cadet« admitted to the training ship “ Dutferin **. 
2585-86. 

Indian representf.'tioii in the Secretariat of the 'League of Nations. 341. 
Ineffectiveness of the crew system of railway ticket checking. 1936. 
Insanitarj^ conditions in the lletlja^^. 330. 

La(4v of a waiting nafui at Ivosiua. 2363. 

JiCtter to Maulvi ^^luhaimiiad Shafee Daoodi /c bis visit to the North-West* 
Frontier Province. 1615. 
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ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, Dr.— ( contrf.) , 

Question (Supplementary) re — {contd.) 

Levy gf a poll tax in Tanganyika for education. 2658. 

Lower gazetted service on 'State Kailways. 811. 

Members nominated for the Committees of the Round Table Conference. 
636. ■ . 

Memorials withheld by the Railway Board. 1687. 

Monthly Railway Time Table issued by the South Indian Railway. 1133. 
Moody- Ward system of ticket ' checking. 998-99. 

Muslims appointed as Personnel Officers on the North Western Railway. 
1926. 

Opinion of the East Indian Railway authorities on the crew system. 615. 
Organisations .''declared unlawful in the North-West Frontier Province. 
990-91.:' . ‘ - 

Participiftion of Iji^dia in the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa. 
2910-12. 

Promotion of a European officer on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. . 

1069. 

Purchase of Bengal and North-Western Railway. 702. 

Railway Court of Enquiry. 1686, 1586. 

RaQwi^ passes for Railway Mail Service Inspectors. 1692-93. 

Railway saloons provided for Railway officials. 32. 

Realisations from the additional import duty on salt. 440. 

Recruitment of Muslims by the Piiblic Service Commission. 2089, 2091. 
Registering of Indian Medical Practitioners. 982-83. 

Removal of the North-West Frontier Crime Regulations. 1603. 

Report of Mr. K. M. Hassan, officer on special duty, Railway Board. 976. 
Report of the Archeological Department. 2356-57. 

Report .on the representation of minority communities in Railway Service. 
1074-75. 

Representation of Muslims in the Railway Services. 559. 

Representation of the interest of Indian settlers in Tanganyika. 2554. 
Retrenchment of certain Junior Inspectors of Accounts on the North Western 
‘ Railway. 2472. 

' Retrenchment of Muslim railway servants. 2360. 

Retrenchment of officials on State railways nearing the age of superannua- 
tion. 2354-56. 

Retrenchment of scholarships for training of Indians in Marine Engineer- 
ing. .2686. 

Retrenchment proposals of the Railway Boa^rd. 1664. 

Revised ciiMres and promotion of subprdinates in certain departments of 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1067. 

Revised rates of pay of Government servants. 810. 

Scale of salaries for the Governor, Executive Councillors and Ministers in 
the North-West Frontier Province. 653-64. 

Settlement of the communal problem. 2485. 

Staff of the League of Nations Secretariat and the amount of contributions 
maSe by different nations. 350. 

Status of headmasters in railway schools. 2480. 

Status of India as a member of the League of Nations. 338. 

Sugar purchased for military consumption. 362. 

Supersession of certain subordinates in the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way. 1066. 

System of ticket checking on the East Indian Railway. 618. 

System of railw^ * 
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ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, J>R.-Hconcld.) 

Question (Supplementary) re — (conoid.) 

Ticket checking on main and branch lines. 2211. 

Ticket checking system on the East Indian Railway. 1939. 

Titles for Hindus and Mussalmans. 558. 

Training College for women in the centrally administered areas. 989. 
Utilisation of fine funds on railways. 653. 

Visit of Maulana Shaukat Ali to the North-West Frontier Province. 2376. 

Report on financial questions arising out of the proposed separation of Burma, 
from India. 3023-24, 3030-33. ^ * 

Resolution re— 

» Appointment of a committee on educhtion. 851-57^ 860. 862, 867, 869,. 
872-74. / ‘ ^ 

Stabilization of exchange a*nd prices. 828-36, 841-43. 

Sugar Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Consideration of clauses 3 and 4. 2868-69. 

Consideration of clause 6. 2875. 

Wheat Import Duty (Extending) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 684-86. 

Motion to insert new clause 3. 691-92. 

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY— 

Demand for Grant. 2337. 

ZULFIQAR ALI KHAN, Sin- 

Expressions of regret on the death of the Honourable Mian Sir Muhammad 
Shafi, 20-21. 

Resolution re recent Ordinances. 299-302. 
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